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MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE

SIR ROBERT MURRAY KEITH.

Amongst the most interesting as Avell as distinguished

of Sir R. M. Keith's familiar correspondents was the

celebrated Marshal Conway, better known, perhaps, to

the reader of modern times from the letters and memoirs

of Horace Walpole than from the conspicuous part

which his talents, and, still more, his rare integrity,

assigned to him in the military and political history of

his time. He was the second son of Francis first Lord

Conway ; Secretary in Ireland during the viceroyalty of

the Duke of Devonshire; Secretary of State in 1765
;

Lieutenant-General of the Ordnance in 1770; Com-

mander-in-Chief in 1782 ; and a Field-Marshal in 1793.

Of the chivalric character by which, in early youth,

this delightful man was distinguished, and which accom-

panied him, not only to the field of fame, but through

all the crooked politics of a factious period, we find

abundant traits in the letters of Horace Walpole.* He
thus writes in May, 1745 :

—

* Of Conway^ Walpole, so generally depreciatory of every one, says, " In

an age wherein honesty could boast but of few genuine martyrs, Conway

VOL. II. B
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"My Dear Harry,

" As gloriously as you have set out, yet I despair

of seeing you a perfect hero ! You have none of the

charming violences which are so essential to that cha-

racter. You write as coolly, after behaving well in a

battle, as you fought in it. Can your friends flatter

themselves with seeing you, one day or other, be the

death of thousands, when you wish for peace in three days

after your first engagement ; * and laugh at the ambi-

tion of those who have given you this opportunity of

distinguishing yourself ? With the person of an Oroon-

dates, and the courage, you have all the compassion,

the reason, and the reflection of one who never read a

romance. Can we ever hope you will make a figure,

when you only fight because it was right you should,

and not because you hated the French, or loved destroy-

ing mankind ? This is so un-English, so un-heroic, that

I despair of you !

"

Of the person in which this lofty, yet '^ tender and

kindly'^ soul was appropriately enshrined, Walpole

gives, in a supposed fragment of romance, the following

description :
" Elmedorus was tall and perfectly well

made, his face oval, his features regularly handsome,

but not effeminate ; his complexion sentimentally brown,

with not much colour; his teeth fine, and forehead

agreeably low, round which his black hair curled natu-

rally and beautifully. His eyes were black too, but had

nothing fierce or insolent, on the contrary, a certain

melancholy swimmingness, that described hopeless love,

was certainly the most distinguished. He never ceased to attest liis

attachment to virtue at the risk of a most precarious fortune ; and he had

one merit that added to the beauty of his character, and in which he was

smgular, that he never mixed party or faction with his hne of conduct."

* The battle of Fontenoy, in which Mr. Conway greatly distinguished

himself. This vehement wish for peace, characterised tferough life one

who was nevertheless often styled a " born warrior."
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ratlier tlian a natural amorous languisli. His exploits

in war have endeared liis memory to all admirers of

true cliivalry^ as the mournful elegies which he poured

out among the desert rocks of Caledonia,* will ever

preserve his name in the flowing annals of poesv."

In 1749 he thus writes :^-

" In the chm-ch of Chenys, Mr. Conway put on an old

helmet we found there. You cannot imagine how it

suited him, how antique and handsome he looked
;
you

would have taken him for Rinaldo."

The next extract, in 1755, thus compliments him in

the new field of politics, as Irish Secretary :

—

"Never make excuses for a letter that tells one as

many agreeable things as your last; that you have

accommodated all your politics to your satisfaction, and

may I be allowed to say, greatly to your credit. What
could you tell me that would please me so much ? You
have tranquillised a nation, have repaired your, master's

honour, and secured the peace of your administration."

To JNir. Conway's domestic happiness with the Countess

of Aylesbmy (daughter to the Duke of Argyle, whom he

had married in 174-8) we have the following, among many
agreeable allusions, in a letter to this lady, written in

1760, from the celebrated Manor of Jlliichenovre.

" Yv^ell, Madam ! If I had known where I was coming,

you and Mr. Conway should have come with me. Do
you know, this is the individual manor-house where

married ladies may have a flitch of bacon upon the

easiest terms in the world? I should have expected

the owner would be ruined, and that the park would be

stocked with hogs instead of deer. On the contrary, it

* Mr. Conway was then (Oct. 1746) in Scotland, where he had accom-

panied the Duke of Cumberland, as his aide-de-camp. On some love

verses he had sent from thence, Walpole makes the remark (character-

istic of the temper of the times) that " no Scotchman was capable of such

thoughts, though a Scotch woman might inspire them."

B 2



4 MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF

is thirty years since the flitch was claimed, and Mr.

Offley was never so near losing one as when you and

Mr. Conway were at Eagley. Are you not ashamed,

Madam, never to have put in your claim ? I have a

great mind to take my oath on your behalf, that neither

of you would, if at hberty, prefer anybody else

—

' ne

fairer, ne fouler' and I could easily get twenty persons

to swear the same. Therefore, unless you wish to con-

vince the world that your apparent harmony is a coun-

terfeit, you must send me a letter of attorney to claim

the flitch in your name. But you had better, if you love

a prospect, or bacon, come in person, for you will see

a little paradise, the more like the antique one, that (by

what I have said) married couples are driven out of it.^'

The effects of his hero's safety (after one of the battles

in Germany in 1761) on the heart not usually too sen-

sitive of Walpole, will give an idea of its value to his

friends in general.

" I bought the victory by two terrible hours to-day.

I heard of the battle two hours before I could hear a

word of Mr. Conway. I sent all round the world, and

went half round it myself. I have cried and laughed,

and trembled and danced. I will now preach at Paul's

Cross. In short, I am serious in the height of all

my joy. God is very good to you, my dear Madam ; I

thank him for you, I thank him for myself; it is very

unalloyed pleasure we taste at this moment. My heart

is so expanded, I could write to the last scrap of my
paper ; but I won't."

Lest the above, to the hero's wife, should be thought

exaggerated, we have this corroboration in a letter to

George Montagu :

—

" I think few things will make you happier than to

hear that we have totally defeated the French combined

armies, and that Mr. Conway is safe. If this victory

produces a peace, I shall be happy for mankind ; if not.
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I shall content myself Tvitli the simple but pure joy of

j\Ir. Conway being safe."

To the disinterestedness of the friend thus highly

valued^ we have many scattered tributes, but none more

heartfelt than the following. On Mr. Pitt accepting

the Chatham peerage and a pension, Walpole exclaims,

" Oh ! my dear Harry, I beg you on my knees, keep

your virtue ; do let me think there is still upon earth

one man who despises money !

"

On another occasion, he writes to him:

—

" How can one build on virtue and fame both ? when

do they go together ? In my passion I could almost

wish you were as worthless and great as the King of

Prussia ! If conscience is a punishment, is it not a

reward too ? Go to that silent tribunal, and be satisfied

with its sentence."

On his friend's entrance into office in 17G5, he thus

writes to George ]Montagu :

—

" You will not dislike to hear that INIr. Conway does

not take the appointments of Secretary of State. ^= If

it grows the fashion to give up about 4000/. a year, this

ministry will last for ever."

In June, 1774, General Conway set out, on the fre-

quent and strenuous invitations of Sir R. INIurray Keith,

on a tour of military observation through Planders, Ger-

many, Prussia, and part of Hungary. It was from this

period that their correspondence (which was, as well as

their friendship, of much older standing f) was most

closely carried on ; nearer intercourse having ripened

the Avarmth of the feelings towards each other of such

congenial spirits. One letter alone of Sir R. M. Keith's

(to his father) during this period, has been preserved,

giving a graphic description of the portion of this

* Having desired (on a former occasion) to hold the Ordnance with-

out the salary, the King told him " he was a phenomenon !

"

f They had served together in the Seven Years' War in Germany.
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excursion which the friends enjoyed together. Those

of General Conway will speak for themselves. One or

two of an earlier date, and on a diiferent subject, will

complete the picture, which other correspondents of

1773 had drawn, of the naval glories of Britain, as well as

exhibit the opinions on society of one so well qualified to

adorn it.

GENERAL CONWAY TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Dear Sir,
Pari Place, Aprlll2tk, 177 S.

One is seldom quite so punctual as one intends

:

I am not, God knows ! and I too often experience the

same remissness from my friends; both with regret

always—but 'tis the lot of human correspondence, and

one must be patient under it.

I am happy in hearing my friend Lord Storraont * is

honoured as he ought to be at Vienna ; it gives one a

good opinion of the Viennois ; and in return, I know

he found the society he lived in there, very amiable. It

was confined, I believe, and from that, much the more

agreeable. That of London is much too difluse ; it has

grown so very sensibly, in my time,t and now is a folly

not confined to the grand, or beau monde, but circulates

and pervades all orders of people, at least all quarters of

the town. I was myself the other night invited to an

assembly, very near the Tower, where we found two

very genteel rooms crammed with card-tables, great

caps, and maccaroni heads. In one thing they exceeded

us ; for, besides tea and lemonade, there was a large

proportion of wine and punch constantly off'ering itself

at your elbow, which gave me a high idea of the sociable

disposition of the ladies of that quarter.

We are at this moment retired from assemblies of all

* Sir Robert Murray Keith's predecessor in the embassy.

t What would the writer have thought of modern London ?
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sortSj thank God ! and are enjoying, during tlie short

recess of Easter hohdays, that kind of society Avhich, of

all others, suits my taste the most ; which is that of a few

intimate and easy friends in the country. The Duke and

Duchess of Argyle, Lady Betty, the Fitzroys, and Lord

F. Cavendish are now here. Where there is ease and

intimacy, there always must be mirth ; in short, one^s

friends, so culled and sifted from the mass, seem a different

sort of beings, and well they may, when one may taste

and relish them distinctly; whereas a London assembly*

is a hotch-potch, or pudding of such heterogeneous

composition as leaves no distinct flavour of any kind.

You are very good to be mindful of, and to remind me
of my scheme for making you a visit at Vienna ; and I

assm-e you it is more than possible it may be realised

sooner perhaps than you imagine. I know few things that

would give me more pleasure than accepting your kind

invitation, if I do bring myself to set my foot on the Con-

tinent, which I have several temptations to do, and have

long meditated. I have heard that the King of Prussia

is to have a grand camp some time in June. As you are

in the way of hearing this kind of news authentically,

will you kindly let me know if anything is fixed.

It is now high time to release you ; accept Lady

Aylesbury's compliments, and believe me, with sincere

regard and esteem.

Your most faithful and affectionate,

H. S. C.

P.S.—I am ashamed to have got through this tedious

* As a contrast to the City assembly above described, we may extract

from another letter the postscript relating to a fashionable reunion of the

same period. " Last night we had a most sumptuous entertainment at

the French Ambassador's. There were places at supper for near four

hundred people, and all elegantly served. The newest thing was three

quadrilles, or parties of four couple each, who danced a new figure dance,

well performed. They were not quite in fancy dresses, but imiform.'"
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letter without M'isliing j^ou joy^ as I do very sincerely,

of tlie honourable and advantageous promotion of your

brother.

In June of the same year he thus wrote, postponing

till the following his intended tour :

—

Dear Sir,
Pari Place, June ?MJ>, 177 S.

I am ashamed of not Avriting sooner, and almost

equally ashamed to write. As to the first, I have all

the common excuses of London, and Parliament, and

business, and hurry, &c., to allege; but the true

reason was, that I was meditating and in doubt about

my journey. And now that I must say, alas ! that I

am quasi resolved, I am more ashamed, and more sorry

by much ; by which you may know what that resolution

is. Don't accuse me rashly of fickleness, still less of

want of the strongest inclination to execute my scheme,

and particularly that part of it which regards yourself.

But first. Lord Stormont will not be in Paris : we expect

him here almost daily ; next, my friend Colonel Philipps,

who was to have been my companion, has some private

business which prevents his going this summer. There

are no French reviews, and no Prussian now to be

expected ; and I could add some personal matters not

worth troubling you with. The result of the whole is,

that the summer being so far spent, I shall defer with

infinite regret the pleasure I had promised myself in

seeing you till the next, when I hope nothing may occur

to prevent me. I confess it is precarious always, and,

therefore, doubly disagreeable to defer a thing one likes,

for so many months, perhaps near a year. At a certain

time of life, many distant flights are not to be aimed at.

I confess I have great pleasure and amusement in them,

almost the same as ever; in some respects, perhaps,

more, though not exactly of the same kind. Thank

God ! I shall not run, or rather limp, after Opera gii'ls.
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like poor Lord Harriugtoiij in pink and green^ nor fly

after trinkets and fashions; but the solid pleasure of

seeing some banished friends I love, and many countries

and things worthy of a manly curiosity, are motives one

need not be ashamed of at any age, Hamilton invites

and tempts me strongly to push on to Naples ; if I

could add that to the happiness of \dsiting yourself

and Lord Stormontj my satisfaction would be complete.

All this, by an early departure next summer, I might

possibly accomplish ; however, should the Italian part

be more en I'air, the other, I hope, will hardly fail. Pray

don't you think of being in the fashion of lea-ving your

post till next year is past ; then, indeed, I may think it

a very reasonable thing.

I am just come back from the '^ A^oyage de Ports-

mouth," and with my ears and head so full of great

guns, that it has almost driven every other idea out.

All the details . of that naval campaign you '11 have

heard so much of, that it would be cruel to perse-

cute you with them; and yet, what else can one have

to say? It was a noble and a brilliant sight, and a

delightful noise and hurry. One could not help a little

mischievously regretting that it was all mere show ; for,

if half the powder had been spent in any thing but

salutes, it would probably have procured us half a dozen

victories. The weather was delightful, and his Majesty

pleased beyond measure. He seemed quite like a little

god of the ocean; and no sooner had he enjoyed his fine

weather, and the brilliant sun which for two days gilt

that moving picture, than he wished for a little agita-

tion, and lo ! a squall or two came, au point nomine

!

I am told it gave his Majesty a specimen how monarchs

feel when they are seasick ; but I speak by mere hear-

say, as it was the last day, and he spent it entirely in

his yacht. I might have found some little subject of

mortification, that the other element so absorbed all
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attention, and depreciated my engineering and poor

little eai'th-works for defence of the Docks. His INIa-

jesty, indeed, made tlie tour of tliem, and seemed very

weU. pleased ; but few cared, or knew, or thought any-

thing about them.

The thing was, on the whole, well imagined, and

fortunately executed. A king should see his people

and be seen by them ; a king of a free country, at least,

should not be shut up like an eastern monarch. The

scene for his first excursion was well chosen ; and, now
he has tried his wings, I hope and dare say it will not

be the last.

Adieu. I have tired you and almost myself. Believe

me, with the truest regard,

Your most faithful and affectionate friend,

H. S. C.

The period for realising the interrupted projects of

the former year drawing near. General Conway thus

acknowledges the timely information communicated to

him by Sir Robert Keith.

London, April 2oth, 1774.

Dear Sir,

I return you a thousand thanks for jowx intel-

ligence of the motions of his Imperial Majesty ; for you

judged perfectly right in supposing him to be a princi-

pal object of my curiosity and attention; combined with

what he is so much a part of, viz., his troops, and theii*

manoeuvres—certainly the first.

The time fixed for his encampments falls out luckily

enough for my little projects. The King honours the

Blues Avith his notice tliis year, and the day at present

fixed for the review is the Gth of June. INIy design is

to set out immediately after, and the plan of my journey

is through Flanders, where I pro})ose to see some of the

French garrisons, the Austrian, as far as they lie cleverly
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iu my way ; but as their garrisons are thin, and I liope

to see so mucli of their troops in another situation, I

am more indifferent to that.

From FlanderSj I shall go of course to pay my devoirs

to our old commander, and much honoured friend,

Duke Ferdinand.* This is the outline of my plan, to

be filled up by such occasional excm'sions as the incite-

ment of particular objects may occasion. I should like

to aim both at Berlin and Saxony, if within my reach.

I have heard, within this day or two, that the King of

Prussia will have his grand reviews in May ; if so, I

doubt I must give them up, though with great regret

;

and in that case content myself with peeping at his

person and town, which I have never seen.

Whatever advice and assistance you, who are such a

citizen of the world, can give to such a j^oor young

traveller, will be thankfully received ; and what objects

you point out as worthy of admiration or curiosity, will

be carefully attended to.

In the meantime, I feel as I ought, the kindness of

your friendly invitation. I know no sight equal to the

countenance of a cordial friend. In having any way

contributed to your being in the situation you hold, I

have served his Majesty and the public. But, indeed, you

placed yourself lohere you are. ^Tis little to put a man
upon the stage if he does not know how to act there ;

and my small share in it is amply paid by any part in a

friendship which I esteem so valuable.

Have you got Lord Chesterfield's Letters yet ? Pro-

bably not, as they are very voluminous. They make

some noise here, and I think will make some abroad

too ; especially as some ladies there are spoken pretty

freely of, more so indeed than was fit for publication.

* Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, whose appreciation of Sir R. M.

Keith and his Highlanders has been already alluded to.
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They are a course of letters to his son (your brother

minister) for twenty-five years, from his cradle almost

to his grave. Their chief purpose and plan to teach him

to be a man of the world, du bon ton, the Lothario of

the age ; in which respect his lessons were, I believe,

happily throAvn away. They are written with a good

deal of spirit, and much knowledge of the world, though

I think below the pitch he would have aimed at, had he

thought of publication. Pray, is not difficulty made in

your territories about books ? even what a traveller

carries ?

I should have mentioned to you that Lord Stormont

was good enough to join us some days of the very few

he passed in England. The charms of Paris do not

seem to have moved his constancy from Vienna. He
talks of it with the same pleasure and regret as the day

he first left it. His friends there no doubt deserve his

regard, and nothing is so steady as his heart appears in

all its affections. They will long retain them, and value

them all the more highly.

I beg you to accept of Lady Aylesbury's best com-

pliments, and am, with the greatest truth.

Dear Sir,

Your most faithful servant,

H. S. Conway.

The chief incidents of the actual journey may be

extracted from various letters, coming as they do from

the pen of so able a general, and so celebrated a man.

Arras, June \2itli, 1774.

Dear Sir,

According to your desire, I write you a part-

ing word, just to let you know that I am actually

under way, and that you have marked my progress in

your letter almost as exactly as I could have done

myself; (I mean my plan—for you, who know the roads
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and couutry so much better, cau iu some respects

more exactly ;) and mine, iu effect, is little more than a

jom-uey, though a circuitous one, for I shall be always

on the wing. Perhaps I might do better to take more

time, and see fe^yer places : but in general the objects

of my cm'iosity are soon seen ; and for society, I can't

aim at that in this part of my tour. I reserve that

for a bonne bouche when I shall have the pleasure of

yours.

I am arrived, dear Sir, where you see, by Calais,

Dunkirk, Mont Cassel, St. Omer, Aire, and Betliune.

I propose going to-day to Douai, and thence to Lisle,

perhaps by Bouchain and Valenciennes. I shall scarce

reach Brunswick till the first days in July, and Berlin

the second week, which I hope will allow me to be

with you at least the very beginning of August

—

sooner

ifpossible.

I had the pleasure of seeing your father before my
departure, and can give you that of saying he seems

to me to grow younger.* I know I flatter such a son

as you, in telling that news of such a father !

Adieu. I am in expectation of the chief engineer,

with whom I propose to see the works, and ground of

Turenne's famous attack. I scribble in haste, and am
Your's most truly,

H. S. C.

BrunsioklCjJuhj 9th, 177 i, bo'clod, a.m.

I wished to have staid some days

longer here, where I have received many flattering

marks of civility and attention, and I may, I think, be

vain enough to say, of kindness and friendship from

my old commander. They expected me to stay longer,

* Spite of which fallacious appearauce, Mr. Keith only survived the

iutervievv tlu'ee months.
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and I assure you it is a hard struggle with myself

to get away; but I now grow doubly impatient. I go

from hence to Zell, for I must see your Queen, and

should have given up that journey with much regret

;

though I am alarmed with an account that the Emperor's

motions will be sooner, and that I may lose the opportu-

nity of seeing him before he sets out, which would be

the greatest disappointment. The Duke of Brunswick

communicated this to me ; but, as the letter was not

direct from Vienna, and your account remains uncon-

tradicted, I have some hopes it may be a mistake.

I should be glad, if possible, to have a letter from you

at Dresden.

I have made such a long one of my doubts and dis-

tresses, that I have neither left myself room or time for

any account of my journey. In general, it has answered

at least up to my expectation, and in one respect

beyond it, and surprised me ; that is, the state of the

fields of battle I have seen, and the great conformity

of the ground in its present state with the plans and

descriptions.

Dresden, July 2\st, 1774.

Dear Sir,

You desire to be informed of my progress, and

I have already let you know it, after I was advanced to

Brunswick. Potzdam and Berlin turned out, I think,

just what you had told me I should find them : the

finest, showiest towns I ever saw, by much; but so

entirely outside, so unnaturally and artificially fine,

and so blended with inside meanness and emptiness,

as to give the whole an air of ridicule. When you see

fine houses inhabited by fine people, it has an air of

grandeur and beauty. When a barber or a shoemaker

inhabits a palace, the whole is ridiculous. The singular

rage the King has for this manner of building, and

the immense sums he spends in it, are among the
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miracles of Frederick the Second. His palace^ however^

is noble as well as wonderful. That he should^ besides

all these towns^ build such a palace after such a war, is

a wonder; that he should build it in three years,

among his miracles. I think this palace, as I said,

very noble : and, though not in the purity of Italian, or

even French taste, you, as I remember, undervalue and

condemn it too severely.

I staid three da}'s at Potzdam with much entertain-

ment, for good part of which I am obliged to your

excellent old friend. Lord Marischal, who showed me all

the kindness and civility possible. He stopped me as I

passed, and not only made me dine with him that day,

but in a manner live with him. He is not at all blind,

as you imagined; so much otherwise, that I saw him

read a difficult hand I could not easily decipher,

without spectacles.

I saw his Prussian Majesty the day after my arrival,

and had, as you imagined, a most gracious reception;

ha^ing been honoured with an audience of near half an

hour, which he carried on with an ease and politeness

much beyond what I had been taught to expect. I staid

but a day at Berlin, that city being, as you said, mere

outside. I saw nobody but IVIonsieur Barnier, and the

Austrian and Palatine ]Ministers, who were extremely

polite and attentive ; which I owe, I believe, to your

letters.

I have experienced the same from INIonsieur Millequet,

on my arrival here, which is only of to-day. My plan

is, at present, to set out on Monday at farthest, if I can

have seen all here by that time, and I hope to be with

you by the 31st. I was in hopes of a letter from you

here, but console myself with the thoughts of seeing you

so soon, and am, in the mean time.

Most sincerely yours,

H. S. C.
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO MR. KEITH.

Vienna, September Znl, 1774.

Dear Father,

I sit down to give you some account of our

Hungarian expedition, which, by the fineness of the

weather, the hospitality of the inhabitants, the beauty

of the country, and the variety of curious objects, turned

out highly to Mr. Conway^s satisfaction and mine.

After seeing the castle of Presburg (which, since your

time, is greatly enlarged, as well as elegantly furnished),

we went to Landschutz, a seat belonging to your old

friend Quinquin, now Chancellor of Hungary. The

situation is extremely pretty, and no English garden

was ever better gravelled or better kept than this one.

He offered to go thither himself to do the honours, but

as I had protested against that trouble, his servants

received us with every possible attention, and we saw a

very handsome house, and a mighty pleasant place, as

our evening's amusement. We afterwards slept at

Tirnau, and next day we quitted the post-road, and were

served by peasants' horses as far as Schemnitz. I should

tell you, that by an order given in the country we were

to traverse, the viscounts and magistrates of the districts

were directed to give us every sort of assistance, which

indeed they did with a readiness and cordiality which

had a kinder principle than that of obedience.

At Schemnitz, the director-general of the mines

received us as he would have done a prince of the blood,

carried us every where himself, explained everything,

fed us sumptuously, and made us as well acquainted

with the bowels of the earth in ten hours, as other

people have been in as many months. The mines have

nothing either dangerous or disagreeable in their access,

and we passed a considerable time in examining the
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work which is actually carrying on in the great mine,

one level galler}- of which is ten thousand toises in

lengthy and pierces the great hill from one side to the

other.

We saw all sorts of engines, and all sorts of ores.

Mr. Conway's wish of going down eleven hundred toises

in a leathern bucket * was indulged without the least

inconvenience or risk ; and I should have followed his

example by the same conveyance, if the time had per-

mitted. We saw all the different kinds of stone which

contain the metals carried through all the various pro-

cesses of pounding, melting, separating, and refining,

and within an inch of the coining ; but that concluding

operation was reserved for the mint of Cremnitz, whither

we went next day, through a most delightful and

romantic country.

At Cremnitz they had prepared three fm-naces, and

we saw the same processes upon the great scale which

had been shown us the day before in miniature ; and

we afterwards coined our bits of gold into the actual

and sterling stamp of Cremnitz ducats. With a great

deal of curiositj^ and an equal share of activity, I may
say that we explored everything, and that everywhere we

found our pains amply repaid by pleasure and instruc-

tion. We returned to Schemnitz through a chain of

wild and woody hills, where every step produced a new
and striking landscape. The rivulets which water the

narrow vallies at the bottom, carry down from the

heights no inconsiderable quantity of gold dust, and

several thousand people (with the assistance of pounding

mills, and many other curious machines) are employed

* In allusion to this, Walpole writes to Conway, " I did not think you

so like the rest of the world as to go in search of gold and silver mines.

The favour of Courts and smiles of Emperors have corrupted even you,

and perverted you to a nabob. Have you brought away an ingot in the

calf of your leg ? What abomination have you committed ?"

VOL. II. C
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in washing the mud and powdered stones^ to extract that

precious metah

The town of Schemnitz is a fine scrambling sort of a

place, which seems to have been scattered by a mixture

of taste and chance, along the sides of several hills.

The inhabitants are Hungarians, Grermans, Slavi, Van-

dals, &c., and their number, in that parish alone, amounts

to twenty-seven thousand. We took our leave next day

of our hospitable miners, and after passing through

some inferior gold-finding habitations, we got again

into the wide plains of Hungary ; and were again accom-

panied by the gentlemen of the country, who loaded us

(and gratis, too, in spite of all our endeavours,) with

meat, fruit, wine, and kindness, even to the utmost

extent of their territory, at the ancient city of Gran.

There we got once more into the post-road, and reached

the camp at Pesth next day, where his Imperial Majesty

arrived a few hours after us.

The corps of troops we saw manoeuvre were in excel-

lent order, and complete discipline, and consisted of

ten regiments of cavalry, and eleven battalions of Hun-

garian infantry. The distinguished condescension with

which the Emperorwas pleased to receive us, the kindness

which we experienced during our stay from Duke Albert

of Saxony, the Prince of Mecklenburgh, the Generals

Lacy, Laudohn, &c., were far beyond what we had any

right to expect ; and this military part of our journey

was to the full as satisfactory in every point as the

former had been.

You know that the town of Pesth, and the ancient

capital Buda, stand upon the two opposite banks of the

Danube. In the latter of the two cities (the situation

of which is truly noble) there are many curious remains

of the Turkish religion and manners, as they were in

possession of it for almost two centuries, and did not

lose it till the year 1686. This present Empress has
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"built a very handsome palace, upon the hill which com-

mands the river and both cities. The country from

hence, lower down into Hungary, is a wide expanse of

plain for hundreds of miles, and neither very rich nor

populous.

After four days' stay at the camp, I returned to

Vienna, by E-aab, Comorrn, &c., and Mr. Conway joined

me by appointment, on the Friday following, at Pres-

burg, to see the famous automaton, which (as you may
have read in every newspaper of Europe) plays at chess

without the help of any visible agent, without any per-

sons being concealed in or near ^7,* and with all the

variety of complex motions which that game compre-

hends in playing the pieces, removing them, &c., &c.

The automaton beat Mr. Conway one game, and was

beat the second, in the presence of fourteen others of

our countrymen, whose curiosity had brought them from

Vienna to meet us. There is no telling you how strange

a thing this automaton is, nor how very perfect in all

its operations. If the loadstone be the principle of its

movements, it is at least so well concealed that there

is no guessing at the secret; and I am assured that

magnets, and bars of ii'on, have been brought on pur-

pose to counteract its motions, without having produced

that effect. It is a gentleman of the name of Kempeln,

who invented this machine to amuse the Empress, and

to outdo Monsieur Pelletier, the disciple of Comus ; and

I have never met with any body who pretended to

explain this invisible agency. The automaton had been

dismounted for some years, because, I suppose, it took

up too much of the gentleman's time ; but he put it in

order at my particular request, and showed it with great

good humour, and without the least charlatanerie. He

* After mystifying all Europe for half a century, it has recently been

ascertained that a concealed agent was in the machine, passing from com-

partment to compartment, as the interior was ostensibly shown.

c2
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saySj that whenever he has leisure, he will undertake

something of machinery still more extraordinary.*

Mr. Conway staid but one day at Vienna, and then

set out, post-haste, for the Prussian camp at Breslaw,

from whence he goes to the Imperial camp at Prague,

and is to meet me about the 20th of this month, at

Austerlitz, in Moravia, near which place there is likewise

to be an encampment. We shall return together to

Vienna, and there he will bid us adieu, and set out by

Munich and Strasbourg for Paris. I hope that he will

carry home many agreeable recollections from hence, as

well as many proofs of that affectionate gratitude which

I owe to him.

And now, dear Sir, I fancy you are almost tired ot

this rambling journal, which has carried me almost to

the end of my immense folio, without any mention of

your numerous friends here, whose inquiries after you

are at all times equally affectionate. Every body you

love is in perfect health. Your presents have been

received, and delivered to Prince Kaunitz, and he

seemed much pleased both with the presents, and the

remembrance of the donor. I have only room to assure

you, dear Sir, of my warmest duty and affection, and to

offer love to the Hermits, and all friends.

R. M. K.

After the separation above alluded to, and which both

friends had expected to be temporary, Mr. Conway thus

writes :

—

Prague, Wtk Septeniber.

Dear Sir Robert,

I return you a thousand thanks for your letter

and intelligence; though, as it lessens, I doubt, my
prospect of seeing you so soon as I always wish, I find

it hard to be equally obliged. I have taken no final

* The celebrated piauo-forte playing automaton.
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resolution upon the subject, because I have not the

coui^age to say to myself, " I will not go to see you and

my friends at Vienna when it is in my power/' Yet,

on the other side, I say, " Why go to Vienna only to

take leave, and add to the regret I always feel in parting

with people in whose company I had so much pleasure?"

Could I stay any tolerably comfortable time, I would fly

to you. ... I got in time to my Breslaw camp through

all impediments, but barely so, and as it were, to a

moment. I was five nights out of the last six, from

Pesth, Avithout going to bed ; having only tasted repose

a few hours in the charming green bed ; but that was

httle. I expected the camp at Breslaw, having never

heard of any other name.

But behold ! when I came there, I was told it was

four German miles ofl', at a place called Schmelwitz;

that the King had left Breslaw, was gone there, and

would probably begin his manoeuvres the next morning,

at four or five.

It was now evening ; I found out your friend, Count

ZinzendorfF, who confirmed it all ; it was at that very

place, a small village, the quarters in it all probably

taken up, and not the idea of a public-house ! Here

was I, then, without quarters, Avithout horses, not

knowing whom I was to find, or how I should be intro-

duced. However, there was but one way, which was to

go on ; so I got hacks to ride, ordered my chaise, and

at twelve at night (a very bad and dark one) issued

forth in quest of a camp, twenty miles off, I hardly

knew where.

At Schmelwitz, however, we arrived, most punctually,

before five. But instead of a camp, or head-quarter,

and the King directing his manceuvres, found om^selves

in the midst of a little dirty village, empty, dead, no

soul stirring, no guard, no sentinel, no appearance of

a head-quarter, not the idea of a camp ; all seemed
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vanished like a vision. As soon as a living thing was

found, we asked if that was Schmelwitz, the King's

head-quarter ? " Yes." " Where he lodged ? " They

pointed to a farm-yard. ''Where was General Len-

tulus ? " They showed a little mud-walled cottage close

by us. In short, we found General Lentulus, and in a

moment the enchantment, and with it all our distresses,

vanished. He received me exactly as I could have

wished ; I was in such a sumptuous quarter as his own

in five minutes. The King expected me, and had men-

tioned me several times. He was to see the troops

march into camp that morning, but not till eight

o'clock. At eight he came out, saw all his troops march

in for three hours in a constant heavy rain, without a

great-coat, his attendants all the same, and we dripped

too in complaisance ; and what was worse, after being

wet as drowned rats, we went to attend his general

orders, and levee, for an hour and a half, as we were,

yet nobody a bit the worse ; which shows that these

silly, crazy corps of our's, when put to it, can bear a

great deal when they please; though at other times a

breath of wind will give one the rheumatism. We are,

however, lucky creatures, and in my particular, during

this long course, extraordinarily so, for I have hardly

met with another bad day when I wished for fair

weather; and this one day past, the rest, during the

camp, were as fine as possible, which, besides the sen-

sible agrement, added a spirit and lustre to all our shows

and operations, which were indeed amazingly fine, and

more than answered my expectations.

Of the three succeeding days, the first was a day of

review, and general exercise of the whole army; the

cavalry performing several evolutions and charges, and

the infantry the same in line, marching, firing, &c.

Next day the army divided, and the King, with the

main part, attacked a supposed van-guard of a superior
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army, in a village; first carried ihe village, but the

enemy bringing succours, he retired, and was attacked

in the rear. The last day was the attack of an army

advantageously posted, on one flank ; an action much
resembling that of Lissa. On both occasions, General

Anhalt commanded the enemy's forces, and really

managed them, as appeared to me, with great spirit

and intelligence. The troops kept an excellent order,

and on the whole, the show to strangers was very

striking. The moment it was over, his Majesty departed

for Breslaw.

And now you'll think my story imperfectly told, if I

don't let you know how his Majesty received me ; on

which, knowing the kind part you take in all that

concerns me, I have a double pleasure in saying that it

was exceedingly gracious indeed. He spoke to me
every day a great deal ; and, what made it more flatter-

ing and distinguished, I think I may literally say his

three levees running, to me alone, and a great while,

though several strangers of distinction were present.

The Prince Royal was also particularly civil to me

;

and, what was doubly flattering, told me his Majesty had

a high opinion of me ; which he said arose chiefly from

the advantageous manner in which the Hereditary

Prince and Duke Ferdinand had spoken of me. His

Royal Highness made me come two evenings, and pass

an hour or two at his quarters tete-a-tete. The first,

was to drink tea ; the last, he gave me a little cold

supper. His manner was extremely natural, and, I

thought, showed both good sense and good nature,

and a knowledge of many things and people in our

country which surprised me. Now there 's the history

of all my vanities ; a considerable branch of every man's

history who speaks out as I do, because I know you

have goodness not only not to condemn, but even to

share them.



?A MEMOmS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF

I am asliamed of the unmerciful volume I have

written
; yet a few last words and I release you. From

camp I came to Breslaw^ to see the town^ field of battle,

&c., and from thence, next daj^ took my departure for

the tour you know I meditated in Silesia, which was

by Lignitz, Landshut, and Schweidnitz, Reichenljach,

Silverberg, and Glatz, all sacred ground for a military

foot ; and in the course of it saw many scenes very

interesting and extraordinary. The King has made

great additions to Schweidnitz, and fortified Silverberg

and Glatz at vast expense. These, added to the enor-

mous cost of his new palace, and the building and

rebuilding towns after so long and consumptive a war,

are among the wonders of his reign.

Soon after I left Landshut I had an accident, Avhich

to some travellers would have appeared serious, Adz., the

sudden loss of my chaise and baggage ; for in a moment

one of those wheels I had certainly thought eternal,

broke to pieces, and planted us in the middle of the

road. However, not much dismayed, we got it down

to the first village, and leaving it there under the care

of Philippo, took a carriole at the village, packed up a

couple of shirts, a book, and a map or two, and pursued

our joui'ney comme si de rien n'etait ! One day passed

and no Philippo, no chaise ; another, and still the

same. I now despaired of seeing them before I returned

to Prague, but resolved to proceed; my linen was

exhausted; my breeches in holes, and (saving your

presence) almost falling off. I tried to buy another

pair, but in vain ; and all my hopes lay in a thorough

repair at Prague, when at last, just as we were depart-

ing from Glatz, in came Philippo and the chaise; in

appearance vigorous and fresh as ever, and has carried

us over the mountains most successfully, in trying roads

I assure you

!

H. S. C.
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i Prague, Sept. lith, before 6 a.m.

I HOPE by this time you have got my packet from

hence. The Emperor came yesterday to dinner^ and

he tells me you are coming to the camp at Briinn,

while you say you can't stir from Vienna. The thought

of not seeing you again pains me infinitely; yet my
reasoning was too good. Your exceeding friendship

and kindness add to the distress of the moment, which

I feel hea\nly. I thought, when I meditated and

executed my visit to you, it would be all pleasure, and

so it was while it lasted ; but so, alas ! it is, in this best

of all worlds, that there is no such thing as a pleasure

that has not a stinff in its tail.

The destination of m}^ baggage must now be as we had

settled—my trunks to Nuremberg, the rest to England

—music, china, pictures— our charming Emperor's

picture, I must beg, may not be forgot ; and pray make

up my accompt faithfully, and let me pay you all I owe

you. I mean all that debt which I can acquit. The debt

of all your goodness, civility, friendship, and kind atten-

tion, for that I must own myself insolvent. I know what

you are ready to say upon that, but I stick to my text

!

Pray tell our good and adorable Countesses,* all that

I have said on this subject is also for them. I am
grieved to hear Madame de Thun has been indisposed

—

she is too good to be a moment so. Actually there are

a certain species upon this earth (but they are rare)

who seem made to be inhabitants of some much better

sphere than this miserable scene of diseases, weakness,

and calamity. It makes cynics of us, to see such people

suffer.

I could fill pages with my regrets at not returning

among you; but not only grave and sound reasons

* Mesdames de Thuu and Pergen, the intimate friends of Sir R. M.
Keitli ; the mostamiable, as well as distinguished women in Austria.
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(generally tlie most odious counsellors in tlie world),

but even my friendship for you itself, and my partiality

for Vienna^ warned me against so unsatisfactory a visit.

Do not hesitate to believe this the very inside of my
heart upon this occasion, and convey it to all who are

the objects of that regret; that is, to all who were my
friends because they were yours.

Adieu, and believe me ever dear Sir Robert's

Most affectionate and faithful servant,

H. S. C.

I believe I forgot to tell you that the King of Prussia

honoured you with his compliments—what an omission!

The reader who has thus far accompanied, in his tour

over the battle-fields and camps of Europe, the future

Commander-in-Chief of England, as well as prominent

sharer in her various administrations, will not be sorry

to conclude it with his opinions on the state both of

military and civil affairs in France, at a period when

the events, to which subsequent experience has traced

the springs of its revolution, were beginning to excite

observation ; though none save a prophet, perhaps,

could have discerned in "the cloud as yet no bigger

than a man's hand "—the fury of the coming storm.

Paris, Nov. \9th, 1774

I HAVE just read over your letter, my dear Sir, with

that mixed kind of feeling which accompanies so many

of our affairs ici bas—pleasure and pain; pleasure to

behold you in that picture of your mind, full of friend-

ship and goodness ; and pain for my own shocking

negligence in letting so much kindness be so long

unacknowledged. I had a little glimmering of hope

that I had written to you since my arrival here, but

fear it is a flattering illusion, arising from self-love and

vanity, and wishes to be what I ought ; and I doubt I
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must not take credit for any such letter, but only con-

tent myself with wishing that it had been so.

I am infinitely obliged to you, I am infinitely so co

my friends, and yours who think of me at Vienna.

There is no place where I had rather be thought of

;

your friends are such as you have reason to be as proud of

as they are of you, and I am of both ; wherefore I desire

to keep up the remembrance by which I still exist at

Vienna, as long as I can ; but, alas ! it is the work of

short time, and I must expect the fate, I doubt, of those

travellers, at best, who are esteemed, well treated, and

at last forgotten in the crowd, by their kind hosts.

From Nuremberg, my history is rather simple and

unadventurous I executed the plan I had always had

in my mind for visiting the fields of action at Donawert

and Blenheim. We had no military guides, but yet saw

them satisfactorily. There are few memories living for

those scenes, much less persons. But the ground and

the descriptions suffice. I wanted to know a little more

distinctly Prince Eugene's march to the ground, and

how far his attack extended. And it seems very clear

Marshal Tallard's position had a weakness by the centre,

where the villages of Oberklaw and Niederklaw (the

latter particularly much advanced) were ill protected

;

and he had unnaturally and unnecessarily crowded

Blenheim with a multitude of men.

I was too late for the French reviews, as I expected

;

but I had an opportunity of seeing Strasbourg, Metz,

and Luxembourg the more at my ease; and had all sorts

of civilities and facilities from the respective generals

and commandants, particularly General "Wurmser at

Strasbourg, and an old acquaintance, Conflans, at Metz.

They are all fine, and very extraordinary places, but I

don't mean to trouble you with details upon them. I

passed six days at Strasbourg very well. Monsieur de

Contades came there, but my chief connection was with
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Baron "Wm^mser, a most polite and amiable man. They

showed me the garrison, -vyhat remained; only eight

battalions, and they reduced to exercise as four by

semestres et conges. They are middling corps, and

performed in a middling way (not bad, however), the

newly introduced Prussian discipline. Major Borche of

Anhalfs regiment, who was the introducer, was there,

with his regiment, for one, so I conclude I saw the

flower of it.

I arrived at Paris on the 19th of last month, and

found my ladies settled there ; but not ha\ang succeeded

in finding any letters at Metz or Strasbourg, I rather

prolonged my stay in that quarter, and, among other

good effects of this delay, I had time to see at my ease

the ground of the battle of Einsheim, and the curious

spot where Monsieur de Turenne was killed ; and good

part of that country which had been the scene of that

memorable and able campaign between him and his

rival Montecuculi.

I also staid two or three days at Nanci, the prettiest

town in all the world. I saw there the Regiment du

Boi, which, for its manoeuvres and discipline, was not

perhaps very striking, but for its appearance, its cere-

mony, its parade, beats most I have seen. I saw them out,

two battalions, and they treated me with a parade in their

fine clothes. I think I never saw a prettier sight of the

kind. I fell in with the officers a good deal, which gave

me great pleasure, as I found them exceedingly polite.

I dined with the Regiment du Boi, that is a large mess

of them, joined to the Begiment de Flandres, whom
they entertained ; and afterwards Avith the Begiment

de Champagne in the same manner. At Thiomille

with a regiment of cavalry, I can't say how much
politeness they showed, and you know in the mere

military stjde hoAv agreeable these societies are, when

on a good footing ; theirs I admired much, as there was
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great cheerfulness, ^vitli as much order and decency as

possible in a numerous company.

Here, I think, may properly end my military histor}^,

as it is now time to be in winter quarters. Yet I am
not sure if it is quite fimshed yet, as Marshal Biron has

had the goodness to show me the Depot, or school for

the guards, in all its detail, and actually ordered the

regiment out one day for me to see them, which was

prevented by very bad weather. The major has since

told me it was only put oflF, but the season is so far

advanced, and the ground so spoilt, I feel ashamed of

giving so much trouble, and cannot think it reasonable

to wish for it. We find Paris very amusing. I have

made a good many civil, a great many military acquaint-

ances, and among the most respectable, Monsieur de

Castries, Stainville, d'Heronville, de Caraman, d'Ennery,

(with whom I have just passed two or three days in the

country) besides Marshals Biron and Soubise. We are

in a very agreeable society, the spectacles are amusing ;

so that we have not only passed a month with pleasure,

but have not as yet fixed the time for our departure.

You will be surprised, perhaps, that I am not hurrying

to Parliament, but you must know that I have nothing

to do with it. The sudden dissolution dislocated and

discomposed many election plans. I had imagined the

Duke of Grafton, as he said nothing to the contrary,

purposed bringing me in as before. However, he was

beat at Bury, and also my brother at Coventry; there

was no time for new arrangements, so here I am thrown

out of that great scene of turbulence. I feel very much
consoled and composed, and in my heart not displeased

to have a little breathing time, and since I am here, to

have an opportunity of taking more than a cm'sory view

of this great, interesting, and curious metropolis.

We have taken a tour to Fontainebleau, and seen the

Court. One must see everything ; but I assure you one
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sees what is called the Court (I mean the Eoyal Family)

here, as one sees the lions, chez nous. I had the mis-

fortune to be presented to them all, and, except one

word from the Queen (who could not be related to your

charming Emperor, and not be polite), I was not

honoured with one single Avord from one of the Royal

Family. The King receives the presentations with less

attention than one should naturally show to a cat or a

dog, because he does not even seem to look at you.*

I doubt if there is a King of Negres or a Khan of

Tartars so ridiculously uncivil. For us, who know the

Emperor and King of Prussia, and who know our own

King, who would speak civilly to even a French captain,

how strange must this appear ! I saw, but the night

before last, three ladies of fashion presented to a prince

of the blood, who did not say one word to them, though

a lady of the first distinction carried them. Yet are the

people of the Court exceedingly polite; we have received

the greatest civilities from them.

What say you to the lit de justice? and the actual

recall of the old Parliament ? They are recalled without

new provisions or commissions

—

then the dissolution of

the late King was invalid

—

tJien they are indissoluble

—

the King seems to tell them so by this recall. Yet the

same King tells them, if they refuse to exercise theirfunc-

tions they shall be ipso facto deprived and dissolved

!

And he now appoints another body of men to act in

their place, whose arrets and judgments shall be con-

clusive. He tells them his edicts shall be laws, though

they disapprove them ; they may remonstrate, but must

obey. "What a constitution !

* It would be difficult to pronounce what sliai'e this singular discour-

tesy (arising in Louis Seize from extreme constitutional shyness) must

have had in alienating from the Crown that large portion of the more

recent aristocracy, as well as some of an older stamp, which, in the earlier

stages of the Revolution, made common cause with the people, and by so

doing, increased so materially the difficulties of the Court.
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Adieu, my dear chevalier. Accept a budget of compli-

ments from Lady Aylesbury—the Prince of Salms

sends his. Yours,

H. S. C.

P. S. I was at this extraordinary lit cle justice, which

was an obligation, owing to great politeness in the

Prince de Tingres and the friendly intervention of the

Prince de Beauveau; and a great one, as there were but

sixty tickets, I believe, for this great hungry town

and all strangers. Even our Ambassador had not one
;

he applied late. The scene was really fine, august,

orderly, and solemn beyond expression ; and all height-

ened, as you'll imagine, by the importance of the occa-

sion. The King spoke well, clearly, distinctly, and with

dignity. The proceedings are not yet printed, and I

hear will not till Monday, though we have expected

them since last Wednesday ! Adieu.

Ever cordially yours,

Henry S. Conway.

[Private.'\

THE EARL OF SUFFOLK TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

DT-„, „ Dulce-stnet, Westminster, Nov. Zth, ini.
EAR J\.EITH,

It seems to be my lot to be the messenger of

bad tidings to you.* Another unwelcome occasion

calls upon me to perform this office. Poor Bradshaw

died suddenly on Sunday last. I can tell you no

particulars, being but this instant returned from

Hampton Court, where I have passed three or four

days, and I have not seen any body that by being able

to satisfy my curiosity, can put it in my power to

satisfy yours.f Knowing the friendship that existed

* Lord Suffolk had, two months previously, transmitted the tidings to

Sir R. M. Keith of his father's death,

t If there was any truth in the asserted mode of Mr. B 's death,
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between you and tlie poor man who has stolen a march

upon uSj I would not omit to send you this informa-

tion, unpleasant as it is.

Ever since I wrote my last private letter to you, I

have been constantly indisposed, more or less, with my
inveterate complaint. Whenever I think I am getting

a little better, more gout unexpectedly appears, and I

am thrown back again. However, I am still heart-

whole, and it is not bodily pain will make me otherwise.

Mj dear Keith, I am
Most faithfully yours,

Suffolk.

sir r. m. keith to mr. chamier.*

Vienna, Dec. 17th, 1774.

There is no balm in this world equal to that of

kindness poured upon the wounds of an afflicted mind

;

and I solemnly assure you, my dear Chamier, that in

the receipt of your friendly letter of the 24th Nov., I

made a very happy trial of its efficacy. My worthy

Brad was to me a treasure of cordiality, a trusty pillar

of my life, upon which I leant my little cares, without

scruple, and in full security. I thought myself able

to render him reciprocal service in the same manner.

I was proud to believe that I carried in my own breast the

antidote to a very considerable part of those grievances

which had beset him ; I had fifty plans for the future

improvement of that ascendancy which I had acquired

over his heart, and all were turned to establish, in the

evening of his life, and to share with him that con-

the delicacy of this, and other communications from England, left Sir

R. M. K. long in ignorance of its nature ; as appears from an allusion he

was incapable of making, under the circumstances, to suicide, in a letter to

his brother.

* Anthony Chamier, Esq., Secretary to the Commander-in-Chief, and

brother-in-law to the late Mr. Bradshaw.
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contentment and tranquillity^ wliicli his own principles

and his own feelings gave liim so good a riglit to

enjoy. I forgot that at the distance of a thousand

miles, the consolations of friendship are not applied to

the incident and the moment, and consequently lose

one half of their force and value. He has ceased to

suffer, but I shall never cease to remember that in a

long and intimate acquaintance, I never found him

short of my highest demands, in warmth of heart, in

truth, or in the most active friendship. My hearty

blessing is written upon the stone which covers his

ashes, and if ever a child of his can receive a pleasure

or service from my best efforts, I need not say to what

extent they may command them.

After two such losses* as those I have lately sus-

tained, you will not be surprised, my dear Chamier,

when I tell you that I felt myself in some measure

forlorn, and that I rather hugged my grief than endea-

voured to alleviate it. But, I thank God, I have friends

who lead my heart, and lead it to its good. My
family, my generous friend Lord Suffolk, and my
indefatigable Drummonds, have lifted me up from the

depression occasioned by the death of my worthy

father. You, my dear Chamier, have rendered me the

same service after the loss of my poor friend.

Are you able, are you heartily disposed to undertake

with me an intimate, unreserved, unstudied corres-

pondence for fifty years to come ? You will do me a

service beyond all price ; and you, too, in a length of

time, will think yourself no loser by it. You shall tell

me all your rubs, and all your pleasant feelings
;
you

shall have the best return I can make in sterling non-

sense, which is my staple commodity.

In short, will you take me for better for worse, and

* Sir R. M. Keith's father had 4ied three months previously.

VOL. II. D
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let me scold you when you are idle ? If so, here goes,

and this sheet of paper is the first of endless volumes.

Well ! what say you, is it a bargain ? If you answer

this letter, you must scribble on to all eternity ; and

about what ? asks your letter now before me. Why,
Master Chamier, I love to know everything. You have

the wide world before you. You are already persecuted

by pen and ink ; you have forty thousand discontented

men with red coats upon their backs, who wear out your

very heart-strings ; and, to be sure, your embracing

an epistolary obligation with me, is entailing upon

yourself an additional torment. But there is a pleasure

in the variety of pain ; and one thing I can assure you,

which is, that the letters you receive from me shall not

resemble anything you receive in black and white from

any other corner of the globe ; that they shall never turn

upon any point of your own tedious business; shall

never contain on my part the shadow of a grievance, and

your answers to them may be without common sense or

connexion, provided they are kind and affectionate.

This, I think, makes all easy ; so, as I told you before,

here goes No. 1 of our joint lucubrations. I shall have

no cares very soon, for I shall be without a shilling of

worldly substance, and, consequently, I shall become a

choice correspondent.

I am hurt to death about America; and yet I think

there is such a store of honest principle and sound

common sense on both sides the Atlantic, that there is

no room to dread a deep and rancorous quarrel. One
favourable turn, one circumstance of sterling value, and

happily improved, may give a favourable bias to the

whole of these transactions. I look greedily for the

man and the moment, but I am too little informed to

know whereabouts I ouffht to look for them. You shall

be my Cicerone in America ; and in return, if you ever

should be singular enough to wish to see dayhght into
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the obscure arcana of the Holy Ptoman Empire, I will

carefully anatomise the whole of that rotten carcase for

your inspection. One of the principal members of that

body has engaged my ministerial officers to decide

—

a question at Whist ! You have it here, enclosed upon

a scrap of paper. Tell Dick Cox to get it instantly

decided by the Whitens Club rules, and to put that

decision in five words upon the back of the paper which

you will send back to me. You see, my dear Chamier,

in how many shapes the deep and active talents of a

politician by profession are employed ! How thrive

your Austrian garden-seeds ? Will you have any more

of them ? I am the bosom friend of the professor of

botany, and we will rob the state to serve you. Adieu,

my Chamier ; my love to the Gang. I would give a

thousand acres of my land, in Tweeddale, to pass one

year among you.

Yours ever,

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO MR. CHAMIER.

Vienna, Jan. 2\st, 1775.

I WOULD at this very moment give fifty pistoles for

two sheets of common sense in regard to the history of

John Bull and his refractory off'spring in America. I

am bewildered in Mr. Woodfall's lame narration, and

obscure conjectures. I see rocks on all sides, and have

not a glimpse of a pilot to guide me into port. You,

my Chamier, shall have that office, for I am fully per-

suaded that the voyage must end to the advantage of

all parties, though I cannot see a finger before me till

the present mist is cleared up.

There is not a man of sense in Europe who does not

think that the question now in agitation between Great

Britain and her colonies, is one of the most important,

as well as most singular, that have been canvassed for

d2



36 MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF

many centuries ; but you would laugli to see how few

people have any tolerable notion of that civil liberty^ the

bounds of which are now to be defined between mother

and daughter^ for the good of the whole family. The

constitution of England^ and the sacred energy of her

laws, is, indeed, the only subject which not one foreigner

amongst ten millions can comprehend with any tolerable

degree of precision. I do not give lectures upon the

subject, as you may well believe, my dear Chamier;

but I can^t help fretting now and then, when I hear a

hundred decisive voices run away with a question,

the very first principle of which is to them Greek and

Hebrew. I hope that in a few mouths the firm and

manly conduct of our government will produce such

extensive and salutary effects, as may convince all man-

kind that the authority of wholesome laws is the very

essence of public liberty.

January 2?>ili.

I came to an anchor last week in the midst of this

sheet, in hopes of a fresh breeze of intelligence from the

best of possible islands, and yesterday brought it me in

the shape of your kind and welcome epistle. Ten

thousand thanks to you, my dear Chamier, for the

cordial ratification of that Treaty, by which I am to be

so great a gainer through life, and in the very manner

that best suits my disposition and wishes. The picture

you draw of my friend Anthony * is a striking likeness,

though not a flattering one. I know the features of

his inside much better than you imagine, and it is ten

years ago that I knew him to be a man according to my
own heart.

I deplore the situation of my poor Brad^s family, and

my only comfort, as well as their's, amid the shipwreck

of their fortunes is, that they are under the guidance of

* Mr. Chamier himself.
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your truth aud warm-lieartedness. I feel for tlie distress

in Avhich it involves you; but the occasions of doing

essential service to honest people are very rare; and I

mistake you much, my dear Chamier, if ten years hence

I do not find you in possession of a stock of recollections

relative to the Bradshaw family, which both you and I

shall look upon as a treasure. I am so much a stranger

to the London world, that I cannot venture a word of

advice concerning the eldest boy; but if you shall

determine to send him to Scotland, you may command
every sort of assistance I can procure him there. I

would give a finger of my right hand to be able to say

to myself that I had contributed to make an useful man
of Bradshaw^s boy. I will take up the subject with you

as often as you please, and set my hand to work as

heartily as you can wish.

In the last sentence of the last letter I ever had from

honest Brad, he desired me to share his satisfaction at

your recent inheritance. I applaud the application of

it, and am clearly of opinion, that the best way to show

our gratitude for the favours of Providence, or the

bequests of friendship, is to draw from them every

harmless species of cheerful enjoyment. Go on, there-

fore, my dear Cham, cut all your rooms and your

domains into the precise shape that best suits your

fancy ; and fit me up a little snug room, with blue and

white paper, and a hard bed, in one corner of your

mansion. Let me alone for taking possession of it,

sooner than you think of. Hang Lord John Murray !

He may live fifty years for me, provided I am not

obliged to pass two hours of them in his company, I

have not a promise, or the wish for a promise of his

military succession. I would not thank any man for

giving me a regiment, whilst any honest fellow, my
senior in service, is unprovided ; and if my friends will

engage to live as long as I do, they shall never hear
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me repine. Peter Taylor said my father wanted parts,

and he certainly did so^ if forgetting to make his sons

greedy or ambitious be an unpardonable weakness. I

am going to sell my thousand acres in Tweeddale, and

when I am once out of debt, you shall see what a

pleasant light-hearted fellow your Sir Kobert shall be.

But there ^s no being either on this side the Channel.

I must get a holiday, and come amongst you for a few

months to be entirely myself. The little anecdote about

Lord Suffolk is to me highly flattering, and I am happy

to tell you (once for all), that his Lordship, from the

first moment of our starting in the same career, has

acted towards me a part in which candour, benevolence,

truth, and disinterested friendship, have so equally

furnished their quota, that I find it hard to say

whether I am more beholden to him as a man or a

minister. I do not exaggerate in praising Lord Suffolk,

for I speak of a heart in which I hold a place, and

which never gave pain when it could with justice create

a pleasure. Whenever my ragged fortunes stare me in

the face, I think of my proud list of friends, and smile

at poverty.

Yours,

R. M. K.

SIR B. M. KEITH TO MR. CHAMIER.

Vienna, Feb. 5th, 1775.

I HAVE already that sort of impatient hankering for

your handwriting which I used to have after that of

my poor friend, and that, let me tell you, my dear Cham,

is no indifferent proof of the cordiality I have promised

you. I think next post will bring me a handsome sheet

of daylight into American matters, which to me are

hitherto all mirk and mystery. I am out of all patience

with the six hundred congresses of as many ragged

American villages, and I long to hear old mother
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England hold to them the language of affectionate

authority and dignified firmness. I would not hurt a

hair of their crazy heads, if I could help it ; but I would

enforce the laws with temper and moderation, in order

to impress upon their memories this first salutary lesson

of filial obedience. I tell you, Master Chamier, that I

never despair, and I persist in affirming, that if ten good

heads or warm hearts on your side the water, set about

this business with steadiness and perseverance, they may
succeed in spite of clamour, faction, and peevishness,

wherever they may have taken root. What ! would you

have me to believe that John Bull is blind enough not to

see the strait and fair line of his best interests, or weak

enough to be wheedled or bullied out of those rights

which God and common sense have bestowed upon him?

I will not, and I cannot harbour such an idea ! You
laugh at what you call my fond expectations of the result

ofsound common sense on both sides the Atlantic. Why,
my dear Chamier, the very occurrences of the House

depose in my favour ! You in England have taken the

step I ventured to recommend in the first page of this

epistle; and from all I hear of American matters,

methinks you are in the right road. There is an old

French author, the Due de Eohan, who writes about

the principles of government, and says of that of Eng-

land, "La constitution de VAngleterre est une grande

Bete, qui ne saurait mourir si elle ne se tue pas elle-

meme." Now that is precisely what I could have said

in six sheets of paper, and not more clearly. England

will not be felo de se this bout. I trust in Providence,

and in the manly principles of Lord North, Lord Suflblk,

and half a dozen more of those sound politicians who

have a fair and just preponderance in the management

of that constitution. If I hear of a half measure in the

next six months, I shall be sorry for it ; if I could hear

of a cruel one I should be still more so. But there is at



40 MEMOIRS AND COREESPONDENCE OF

bottom in Jolm Bull and all his children^ an innate

principle of humanity, which no other nation under the

sun can boast of. John Bull can quarrel and box with

his own brother, and give or take a black eye with every

exertion of his hot-headedness ; but to shake hands and

be friends again, Avithout the smallest remnant of ran-

cour, is a species of benevolence which, as far as I know,

belongs to John exclusively, and I love him for it most

cordially. Yours, ^ ,^ ^^•^

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO MR. CHAMIER.

Vienna, March 3rd, 1775.

There is, indeed, a noble ardour in the exertions of

your friendship, but it is what I expected, my dear

Chamier, and the pleasure of surprise is the only one

which I firmly believe and hope I shall never once owe

to you through life. When a man says to his friend,

" Sir, I am struck dumb by the accumulation of your

kindnesses,^^ he means to say, " Sir, you are a much

honester and more warm-hearted fellow than I took you

to be ;" and, between you and I, the compliment is but

a sorry one. Now, Master Anthony, I tell you that

you may run me fifty letters into your debt (though I

have no such intention), and you may lay twice as many

essential obligations upon my shoulders, and yet I shall

sit very easy under them, without either disgust or

astonishment, hugging myself on the conviction of my
conscience, that when my turn comes to do kind offices,

you shall see that I am both as zealous and as active as

yourself. Poursuivez done, mon brave Chamier, donnez

moi vos manifestos d'Amerique, et je vous enverrai en

revanche, des bulletins de Paris. Le Roi rran9ais a

tranche net le progres des echasses, et I'etablissement

des manteaux, et haut de chausses, h sa cour
;
par la

declaration a son lever, que le Mardi Gras serait Tepoque
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decisive de leur suppression. Voila une grande affaire,

sur laquelle il n^y a plus de fausses conjectures a faire

!

J'en dirais volontiers autant de vos combustions Ameri-

caines
;
quoique je sois bien loin de les mettre en balance

avec la destinee de toutes les modes de I'Europe.

Now for some politics in plain Eoglish. I can't help

thinking that you see the American aflPairs in too black

a light. I have my little private information, but all I

gather serves to enforce my belief, that the moment of

your downright decision as to measures, was the very

happy crisis of the fate of the mother country and her

children. Ricketty, peevish, and obstreperous brats

there are amongst that offspring, that is most certain

;

but how the devil did you suppose that the honest, well-

disposed children in the nursery should show their faces

in support of the parental authority, while you, the

father, left it a doubtful point, whether you would apply

the rod of wholesome chastisement to the breech of a

forward stripling, or pull down your own trowsers, and

request Master to perform the same office towards your-

self. I may be too sanguine ; but if the late measures,

properly executed, be not as effectual, as I know them

to be well founded, I will throw my political pen to the

dogs, and write romances for the circulating library.*

I like the augmentation plan contained in your last

very well ; but I have no conception of that insipid

immortality which your hundred of old proprietors of

* It may seem to many of our day (with the result of the conflict full

in view) inconsistent with the acknowledged political sagacity of Sir

R. M. Keith, to have looked forward with such confidence to its wideiy-

differing issue. But even had the opinion not been shared with many of

the greatest and wisest of his time, who could wonder that a veteran of

the Seven Years' War, who had there learned how Britons could fight

when ably led to victory, against the " chosen troops of France," should

anticipate a similar triumph to his country's arms, when her whole ener-

gies were about to be exerted against undisciplined levies of what all

(save themselves) were still agreed in denominating " rebels ?
"
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regiments have enjoyed for a year or two past. There

are at least a score of them who have been long dead in

law to every purpose of comfort or utility ; and if Doctor

Dominicetti has bathed these old Fogrums into youth

again, he has done the worst service he possibly could

to the art military. Not that I care a button, Squire

Chamier, I have the King's bread to eat till these

gentlemen shall petition for Christian burial ; but I am
sorry for all my eight-and-sixpenny brethren of long

standing, who have nothing but merit and the bare

eight-and-sixpence. I had a regiment sixteen years ago;

and I think in about sixteen more I shall get another

—

so that you see I am half way between my old and new
corps. But all this is to me a matter of joke, for I

repeat to you that I hate injustice, and shall never

countenance it, in the case of Sir Robert, or Sir any-

body else. Basta ! I must bore my good Lord Suffolk

for half an hour, and then I return to your worship.

Good bye to you in the meantime.
March ith.

Do you know, my friend, that I am laying the corner-

stone of such a castle in the air, as will lodge you and

all my intimates most comfortably : aye, and speedily

too, if no untoward accident overthrows my scaffolding.

I hope in about two months hence, to—to employ in

person the labours of your corkscrew, instead of those

of your pen ; and to take possession of that same blue

and white room at Epsom, Alhicli I mentioned to you in

my last. But mum is the word, till I have heard once

more from Cleveland Row, and satisfied my own inter-

nal monitor that the self-indulgence of such a trip can

in no shape turn to the detriment of the King's service.

I both respect my public duties, and love them ; and

though no man can have a better plea than mine for

obtaining a short vacation, I shall never think of self

till my betters are served. If my castle stands, as I
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hope it will, remember that after divesting myself most

cheerfully of all my terrestrial property, after doing

justice to my family, and to my excellent Drummonds,

I will think of nothing but pleasure ; and the man who

shall dare to treat me as a politician, is my worst of foes,

and shall be dealt with as such. If I have any parts,

(a point about which I am as dubus as Peter Taylor,) I

am determined to leave them all at Vienna; and to

carry nothing to Epsom but the " hght hearty and the
"

no " pair of breeches," which descend to me from my
Highland ancestors ! Whisper to the Gang my inten-

tions, and if any friend asks you what the device I can.

have to do in England, tell him that I have been for

three years distressed, in the capital of the Holy Roman
Empire, with a famine of nonsense ; which I fly to make

up for in the company of a dozen of the most harmless

fellows in the county of Middlesex.

The purpose is an honest one, and I wish I may
be hanged if I have any other in the journey. We
will go to Hampton,* my Chamier, and to Mistley,t

and to Euston,J and to Coombank,§ and we will per-

form wonders of merriment everywhere. And therefore

I must insist upon your laying down your employ-

ment, unless Lord Barrington will promise that you

shall never be required to think or write one quarter

of an hour about business, during my six months

intended stay in England. Lord Barrington
||
will see

the necessity of this indulgence; for he is too reason-

able to suppose that I can spare you from my pleasures,

to sign the mandates for his bloody massacres. We will

call upon his lordship too at Beckett,^ if he behaves

handsomely ; and I will tell him, over a bottle of claret,

* Lord Suffolk's. + Mr. Rigby's.

J Duke of Grafton's. § Lord Frederick Campbell's.

II
The War Secretary, IMr. Chamier's principal.

TI His lordship's seat.
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how we Germans have brought the art of manslaughter

to a wonderful degree of perfection, by the simple virtues

of a crab-stick. Yet still I tell you that mum is the

word, till I fire the signal gun in my next epistle. This

one is long enough in all conscience, for I have five

hundred things to do, and each of them duller than

another. Conquer America before I get among you,

that I may have no plague about the matter ; but never

forget that I order you to be not only stout, but merciful.

Adieu, dear Cham ; what a blessed prospect I have before

me, if all bowls run fair ! God bless you, my honest

friend.

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO MR. CHAMIER.

Vienna, March 20th, 1775.

I WILL make haste home to England, my dear

Chamier, if it were for no other reason but to make you

a present of a better microscope for examining narrowly

the beauties and blemishes of human nature. The one

you peeped through when you wrote your letter. No, 7,

was a black, and yellow, and green, and one half of the

objects were turned topsy-turvy ! and all their protu-

berances appeared wens and ulcers. I will not allow

you, my dear friend, to copy such scare-crows ; and the

most I can possibly allow jou is, when I have painted

the outlines of Jack Bull or Yankee in all the glaring

tints of sky-blue and rose colour, that you shall dip a

good strong pencil in dark brown, and give both force

and truth to the picture by a masterly dark hue here

and there. How the deuce is it possible that a man of

so warm and beneficent mind as yours, blessed with

excellent friends, and conscious of their value, should

think so hardly as you do of his countrymen ? who, with

stronger vices and virtues than any other nation under

the sun, have never suffered one day to pass over my
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liead amongst them, without affording me some proof of

feelings and generous humanity.

Their necessitous traders in foreign ports, the fero-

cious miscreants who inhabit the outskirts of our

colonies in America, may be guilty of all the crimes

you ascribe to them, without their ever affecting my
opinions concerning the bulk of the community, and

Fll tell you why ; because when I buy a large piece of

broad cloth, and have convinced myself by a thorough

examination that it is well spun, well woven, and warm
and durable through nine-tenths of the web, I don't

value it a pin the less because it has been fretted and

moth-eaten within two inches of the selvedge. I love

mankind, and our own homespun part of it, from the

bottom of my heart ; and it would be a pretty thing

indeed, if a fellow like me, who has his Suffolks, his

Chamiers, his Drummonds, his Campbells, and his

Conways to boast of, should lay thorns upon his own
pillow, because there are thieves and pickpockets in the

purlieus of St. Giles's. It may very possibly be, my
dear Anthony, that I over-rate the qualities of every piece

of stuff that I handle ; but let me tell you that delusion

(if it be one) is the very jewel of my crown, which I

will never part with. So much for a dissertation upon

ourselves—now to business. I am preparing to set

out in a fortnight, or little more, and jogging on com-

fortably through Bavaria, Suabia, and France (with

a fandango of eight days at Paris), I shall get to

Calais in the first week of May. I have just heard

that Lord Stormont is going to England, but that

makes no alteration in my plan, as I neither wish

to see the grandees in familiar intercourse, nor to

talk politics at Paris. You imagine I joked when I

desired you to fit up for me the blue-white room in

your castle ; I hope you now conceive that it is down-

right earnest.
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You know, my dear Chamier, how earnestly I wish

to be of some service to the widow and children of our

deceased friend. Perhaps a thorough examination of

character, dispositions, talents, and circumstances, may

put it in my power to give some salutary counsel; and

I give you my word that I shall think my time and

eflForts very well employed in forwarding an object of

such essential importance. I may have too high an

idea of my own weight in those matters ; but with your

assistance, and all the motives of gratitude and affec-

tion, I will not despair of being useful to that distressed

family.

Tell Mrs. Bradshaw what I say, and prepare me for

an interference which I flatter myself will appear to her

neither presumptuous nor blameable.

I feel the hurry of approaching departure already

coming upon me, and have many bottoms to wind up

before I draw on my boots. Adieu then, my dear

Chamier. My love to all the Gang. Give me a sheet

of your best at Paris, load me with yom' commissions

there, and let me once have it in my power to boast that

I have given you some proof of my cordial attachment.

Yours,

E. M. K.

The enjoyment of this long desired permission to

return to England, must have been enhanced by the

kind and flattering manner in which it was con-

veyed by Sir R. M. Keith's official superior, and the

sympathy expressed with his recently wounded private

feelino-s.
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[Private.']

LORD SUFFOLK TO Sill R. M. KEITH.

St. James's, January \7th, 1775.

Dear Keith,

You shall never have reason to deem your

confidence ill placed, or thrown away upon a cold insen-

sible friend. I enter zealously into every part of your

condition ; * and as you have made me heir to the

affections you had placed on those who are gone, I will

not be an ungrateful, and I hope I shall not be an

useless legatee. I write by the common post, and,

therefore, am forced to suppress half I feel, and half I

Avish to say. We'll take the subject up again when we
meet. Let it suffice at present that I read your letter

with all the o^armth with which you wrote it.

The most gracious of mastei's allows me to send you

a leave of absence (which I hereby convey) without

waiting for further application. You are at libei-ty to

profit by it, as soon as you please, as I am confident that,

if anything happens to render your departure from

Vienna inconsistent with the King's service, it will

sleep very quietly in your pocket. At present, I foresee

no such event. I hope I need not assure you of the

cordial satisfaction with which I look forward to our

meeting. God bless you, my dear Keith. Believe me,

not in expression only, but in fact, your affectionate

and faithful friend,

Suffolk,

So very small a portion of the life of one attached by

feelings of no common warmth and patriotism to his

* The family affairs of Sir R. M. Keith, and the death some months

before (to wliieh, and to Mr. Bradshaw's, Lord S. feelingly alludes) of his

venerable father, rendered extremely desirable this visit to his native

country.
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native country, were passed within the precincts of the

Britain—still less of the Scotland—he loved so dearly,

that the little episode of Sir Robert Keith's election to

represent the county in which his family was situated,

will not be deemed intrusive ; especially as Avhile the

readiness with which the popular candidate Avas hailed

by the gentlemen electors, is proved by the flattering

letters yet extant in their respective hand-writings—

a

something apparently equivocal in the support of an

influential nobleman, drew forth one of those manly,

straight-forward exhibitions of character, which, stand-

ing out, as they occasionally did, from the usually

unruffled tenor of a life, of which urbanity and good

temper formed the prevailing characteristics—serve to

prove the perfect compatibility with these endearing

qualities, of the nicest sense of honour, and most uncom-

promising vindication of individual rights.

Sir R. M. Keith having obtained leave of absence in

the year 1775, to regulate his private afi'airs, and enjoy

a few months' relaxation frora the duties of his mission,

had arrived in England towards the end of April. To

prove with what feelings the event had been anticipated

by his friends, and in corroboration of the features of

character assigned to him (it may be thought too par-

tially) above, it is impossible to resist quoting the

eff'usions of a friendship, so honourable to both, as that

of Lord Frederick Campbell on the occasion :

—

Coomlanh, Apnl 20th, 1775.

It is a great comfort, my dear Keith, to know that

I am so soon to see May—the chimney-sweeper's gar-

lands—and yourself ! I doubt, as you say, whether you

are a whit richer or more grave than these black

gentlemen, but I am sure you are wiser, therefore I

need only say a word to your Excellency ; the house in
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a bed-chamber. The family are all settled here ; the

remainder of the Parliament, and a great deal of your

company, may force me at times to London—nothing

less. Fine weather, good friends, and Frederick, will,

I trust, often draw you to Coombank. You are no

farmer. I have nothing worth sending from hence.

Adieu, my dear Keith. This only comes to insure

your depositing yourself at my door.

Yours, most truly,

F. C.

A natural delicacy having created some hesitation

in accepting the above friendly offer, it was thus

reiterated :

—

Friday, Blay 5th.

I doubt, my dear Keith, if there ever was a com-

pHment between you and me ; but I am sure there

must not be any for the future. I said Parliament-

street was yours, and I meant exactly what was said.

Mrs. Frederick will not be in town; she expects a little

love at Coombank. How I rejoice to know you are

coming, like the spiking itself—warm, mild, and cheerful I

Yours, most truly,

F. C.

The anticipated visit, and others alluded to in the

correspondence, having briefly taken place. Sir Eobert

flew of course, as soon as business permitted, to visit

his native country, and cheer with his presence the

house which the previous year had been deprived of its

venerable head. Of this meeting with his sisters no

record has unfortunately been preserved.

Business, however, and the approach of winter, not

to mention the attraction of such friends, had recalled

Sir Robert to London, when the following note from

Mr. Fraser of the War Office, Under Secretary to his

friend and principal. Lord Suffolk, conveyed to him

VOL. II. E
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the news of the vacancy in the representation of the

county of Peebles :

—

Dear Sir,

I called upon you to mention a circumstance

which I thought it might be of moment to you to have

the earliest notice of. I have just heard, at the House

of Commons, that Adam Hay died of an inflammation

this morning. If I mistake not, you are a freeholder in

the county he represented ; and I fancy, if taken in

time, may succeed him. The Lord Advocate for

Scotland can be of great use there. Excuse this

liberty. Your^s very much,
J. Fraser.

A seat in Parliament (not then deemed incompatible

with a temporary absence from England, which any

change of ministry might terminate—though on his

prolonged residence abroad, the upright feelings of Sir

Robert Keith led him afterwards to relinquish it) having

been to him an object of legitimate ambition, he mani-

fested his usual energy and decision in pursuing it.

One day only elapsed from the intimation, ere having

written the following letter, expressive of his views, to

the friend of his family, and at that time most influ-

ential individual in Scotland, one moreover intimately

connected with the county of Peebles— Lord Chief

Baron Montgomery ; he followed it up by a journey so

rapid for the season and times, as almost to imitate

the transits (which would then have seemed fabulous)

of our day.

SIR MURRAY KEITH TO THE LORD CHIEF BARON.

London, \6tJi November, 10 at night.

My Lord,

After what your lordship has seen in the

letters which were sent to you by express yesterday,
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from my excellent patron the Earl of Suffolk, and my
good friend the Solicitor-General, I need not say with

how much alacrity and zeal I take the hberty to offer

myself to your lordship and the gentlemen of the

county of Peebles, as a candidate to supply the vacancy

in Parliament which the sudden death of Mr. Hay has

occasioned. I shall set out to-morrow forenoon for

Edinburgh, to request in person the honour of your

lordship's countenance and support, which I know to

be of infinite weight with the county, and I shall

think myself peculiarly happy if, through your lord-

ship's kind assistance and advice, I can render myself

agreeable to that truly respectable body of gentlemen,

to represent whom in Parliament I shall esteem the

highest honour that can be conferred on me. In the

meantime, I can only say that I take pleasure in

reflecting how much of my success in this fair and

honourable pursuit will depend on the active share

which your lordship will, I flatter myself, be inclined to

take in it, from a regard to the weighty recommenda-

tions which have preceded this letter. My own personal

claims can only arise from uprightness of my intentions

in every branch of public business, and from those

sentiments of sincere attachment and respect with

which I have the honour to be,

E. M. K.

Circumstances did not permit him to leave London

until pretty late on November 17th, and on the 19th he

had reached within a few hours of Edinbm'gh—a feat

implying "seventy years ago'^ considerable energy of

purpose. He thus writes on that evening :

—

E 2
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SIR MURRAY KEITH TO LORD CHIEF BARON MONTGOMERY.

Wooler Haughhead, Nov. 19th, 8 d'cloclc.

My Lord,

Relying witli the utmost confidence on the

kind and powerful support which the Earl of Suffolk

and many of my friends in London have given me
reason to expect from your lordship in the election for

the county of Peebles, I now venture to give you this

trouble ; at the same time that I think it my duty to

convey to your lordship^s hands, as early as possible,

the inclosed letter from Lord North, which I received

from him on Friday afternoon.

The expedition with which I have made my journey

from London makes it probable that I have outstripped

an express which 1 took the liberty of despatching to

your lordship on Thursday night. It is therefore

necessary that I should again express the satisfaction I

feel in thinking that my success as a candidate to supply

the place of the late INIr. Hay will depend in a great mea-

sure upon your lordship's advice and assistance, both of

which will lay me under a most essential obligation.

I shall be in Edinburgh an hour after the servant

who carries this, and I shall immediately^o myself the

honour to wait upon you in order to regulate the man-

ner of my application to the gentlemen freeholders*

of the county by your lordship's superior judgment and

friendly counsel. My intention is to write to them

immediately upon my arrival in Edinburgh, as I am now
aware that not a moment of time should be lost ; and

afterwards I shall take the first opportunity of paying my
respects to each of them in person. I carry down with

* The epithet was not then one of mere courtesy. Previous to the

Reform Bill, the landed gentry of the coimties in Scotland elected the

representative.
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me the Speaker^s writ^ wliicli T shall deliver to the

sheriff when your lordship thinks proper. I write this

in a great hurry^ and hoping to see you so soon, I can

only add the assurances of the sincere attachment and

respect with which
I am, &c.,

R. M. K.

P. S.—I must request of your lordship an exact list

of the freeholders.

The address by which this was followed up may, by

its simple brevity, be contrasted with elaborate modern

manifestoes. It bore the then respectful form of an

individual appeal.

" Sir,

"The death of our late worthy member,

Mr. Hay, having made a vacancy in Parliament, I take

the liberty to solicit the honour of your support and

interest in my favour at the approaching election for

the county of Peebles.

" It will give me great pleasure to have an opportu-

nity of personally assuring you, that if a body of

electors so truly respectable shall esteem me worthy to

be their representative, I shall have no greater ambition

than to strengthen their esteem by my conduct in Par-

hament ; as well as by dedicating to the gentlemen of

the county the most zealous, uninfluenced, and grateful

services of my future life.^'

The appeal thus fearlessly and honestly made was

most gratifyingly responded to. Sir Robert thus writes

to his friend, Lord Suffolk :

—

" I dined at the Chief Baron's, with a great number

of the principal freeholders. His lordship proposed me
as a candidate, drank to unanimity in the county, and

every person present assured me of their interest, and
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of their hopes that the election will be unanimous.

The sheriff of the county was present, I delivered to

him the writ of election. The day is appointed for the

15th of December^ and no appearance of opposition to

be heard of.

" I write to the freeholders this day, and shall, in the

course of the next fortnight, visit every one of them, at

their houses in the country. And now, my dear lord,

let me beg of you to forgive all the trouble I have

given you, and to add a favour more to the number

I so gratefully acknowledge, by acquainting Lord

North with the particulars of this transaction, as well

as of my just sense of the essential obligation his lord-

ship has conferred on me by his distinguished counte-

nance in every part of it. The great hurry in Avhich

I am will plead my apology to Lord North for not

addressing his lordship in a separate letter.
^^

Thus far all had proceeded smoothly towards undis-

puted success ; but an unexpected obstacle having

arisen, in some previously-entertained views of Lord

March, which it was proposed to Sir Robert, and

pressed on him too, to purchase the immediate relin-

quishment of, by the compromise of engaging to sup-

port his lordship on a future occasion—the spirit and

decision of character already alluded to gave birth to

the following indignant repudiation of an expedient, by

which he was assured his return on the present vacancy

would be rendered certain. If the remark were not

too fanciful, it might be imagined that in the copy, yet

extant, the usually firm characters of Sir Robert's clear

handwriting had derived additional boldness from the

subject-matter of the paper. It runs thus :

—

" The warm and unconditional support of Lord March

to Sir Robert Mm-ray Keith, when he first mentioned

his intention to offer himself as a candidate for the

county of Peebles, would have been looked upon by
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Sir Robert as an essential favour, and acknowledged

accordingly.

" If Lord March withdraws at this moment his

opposition to Sir Robert's election, it must be in con-

sequence of the request of his lordship's friends, and by

no means of any such request made by, or for Sir

Robert. The motive of withdrawing it is to accommo-

date the wishes of Lord March's friends, and theirs

only. Sir Robert therefore receives by this measure

no personal favour from Lord March.
" He now stands (as he has done from the beginning)

an independent, uninfluenced, and unrestricted can-

didate, for the honour of representing the county of

Peebles in Parliament. He wishes that Lord March's

friends, and every gentleman of the county may know

that he offers his services to them for this, and every

succeeding Parliament, whilst those services can be

acceptable ; and that in the event of his ceasing, at any

future period, to request the honour of their votes for

himself, he will be at full liberty to oppose the interest

of Lord March, or that of any other individual in the

county, whose election may at that time appear to Sir

Robert detrimental to the true interests of the county

at large.

" This declaration he has read, and delivered in writing

to the Lord Chief Baron, allowing him to make what use

of it he thinks proper, as Sir Robert intends to hold

the same language to every freeholder of the county."

The result of this spirited conduct was (as we shall

find on a subsequent and more important occasion)

complete. A minute, subjoined, in the same hand-

writing, runs thus :

—

" The Lord Chief Baron has this day assured Sir

Robert Mm-ray Keith, in presence of Lord ElHot and

Mr. Solicitor Murray, that he is authorised by Lord

March, and does offer in his lordship's name to Sir
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Robert, Lord March's unconditional support at the

ensuing election for the county of Peebles ; and it is

clearly understood by all these gentlemen that no

stipulation whatever is claimed or expected of Sir

Robert, by which he can be in any shape restricted, in

regard to the part he may think proper to take at any

subsequent election for the said county."

Of the kind interest taken by his English friends in

the successful result of his expedition—many proofs

remain. Previous to the decision, Lord Suffolk thus

writes :

—

My dear Sir Robert,

I heartily wish you a good journey into

Scotland, and all success in the business you are going

upon. Wherever my wishes are likely to be attended

to, I beg you will let it be known how entirely you

have them, and how happy I shall be to see you

returned Knight of the Shire for the county of Peebles.

Pray present my best compliments to my Lord Chief

Baron, and beheve me, upon all occasions,

Your most affectionate and faithful servant,

Suffolk.

Mr. Fraser thus warmly expresses himself:

—

"St. James's, Nov. 12nd, 1775.

" Sir Robert for ever ! Huzzah ! Success attend

you, is my very sincere wish ; and I find I shall not be

disappointed.—You have all the support you deserve."

When the event had become known, it drew forth

from his staunch friend. Lord Frederick Campbell, the

following :

—

Dec. 2m, 1175.

I did not leave town, dear Keith, till Friday morning.

Often did I dine with the Drummonds in expectation

of seeing you come in, all dirt, and worthy of us Parlia-

ment dirty dogs. I knew all was safe, but I wished to
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know so from yourself. I liave now only to rejoice^ and

thank you for yoiu- kind thought of a little quiet and

comfort at Coombank. You will make Lady Frederick

and me truly happy. When shall we see you ?

F. C.

The sojourn in England which so many circumstances,

public and private, combined to render agreeable, was

abruptly concluded, in the following April, by a hint

from a then subordinate friend in office, which Sir Robert

was not the man to disregard.

Mr. Eden, afterwards Lord Auckland, then Secretary

under Lord Suffolk, whose friendship for Sir R. M.
Keith he seems thus early to have shared, and sub-

sequently to have inherited, thus writes :

—

St. lames' Street, Friday, half-past 12.

My dear Sir,

As it appears, from Mr. Ernst's* letter of the

6th instant, that the Empress Queen is in a very dan-

gerous state of health, and in a way that may end in

her immediate decease, I think it right to submit to

you, en ami, for your private consideration, whether it

may not be expedient to desire to return to your post

within the next forty-eight hours.

The alarm may prove premature, or if it should not be

so, Mr. Ernst appears, at all events, to be fully capable.

Yet your rank, experience, information, &c. &c., will all

be of consequence in the opening of a new reign.

Yours faithfully and affectionately,

Wm. Eden.

How promptly this unofficial hint was acted upon, by

one whose motto (as the son of Maria Theresa afterwards

said of him) was " decision and punctuality,'' we have

incidental means of verifying. Though the above note

* Sir R. M. Keith's private secretary.
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is without any specific date, yet a letter from Vienna of

the 6th, could not, even by estafette, have reached Lon-

don sooner than the 12th or 13th (the course of post

between the capitals seems then to have been a fort-

night) ; and by the 19tli (or a day earlier indeed) the

following letter shows the indefatigable traveller, who

must have posted day and night, to have reached Ulm

;

his twenty-four hours^ repose at which, was probably

justified by accounts of the Empress's amended health.

MR. HUGH ELLIOTT TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

My dear Sir Egbert, ^'^"^' i^'^^^i^^'Urre.

Although it is barely a quarter of an hour

since you left me, I cannot resist the desire I feel of

putting pen to paper, to thank 3^ou again and again for

the many unlooked for marks of friendship and thorough

confidence which you have heaped upon me within the

last twenty-four hours.

I am really writing from the very bottom of my heart,

when I assure you, that it is neither the being flattered

with your attentions to me, nor interested reflections on

the personal advantages I may reap from your con-

nection or support, that dictate the warmest expressions

of real gratitude and regard. No ! Sir Robert, I hope

it is a real sympathy of soul, in those humane, manly,

and judicious sentiments, which, even during the short

period we have passed together, have displayed them-

selves to me in their full vigour. Excuse this incohe-

rent style ; I am excited, and write as I feel : whatever

may have passed between us on self-interested objects,

is merely secondary in my mind, to what regards the

exertion of principles such as you avow, and, I know,

would approve of. But even your advice on that head

is not what makes the greatest impression upon me. It

is that frank and unreserved proffer of your friendship
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that I wish to prove myself worthy of. I feel sensibly

the want of necessary knowledge and experience ; but

no diligence or application shall be wanting on my side

to make up the deficiency. Excuse this scrawl. But

I am desirous that, among the old friends you are going

to meetj this may be permitted to remind you of one,

who indeed has no other claim upon you than the

sincerity of his attachment, and desire of trying every

opportunity to prove how sincerely he is your devoted,

Hugh Elliott.

This letter cannot be passed over without comment

;

both as affording, from the intensity of the feelings it

expresses (the result of one interview), some idea of the

fascination for good, exercised over the ingenuous mind

of youth, by the warmest friend it perhaps ever pos-

sessed ; and still more from the noble exemplification

in the afterwards distinguished diplomatic career of the

writer, of the very principles and sentiments with which

it had been the benevolent purpose of the veteran in its

field, to imbue his docile junior. Twelve years later, Mr.

Elliott (then Sir R. Keith^s worthy successor at Copen-

hagen) enjoyed and improved to the utmost a similar

opportunity of interfering, with a spirit and dignity,

allied to that of his tutor in politics, in the afl'airs of the

same northern kingdoms; " passing over from Denmark
on his own responsibility (there being, strange to say

!

then no minister from Great Britain, Prussia, or France,

at the Court of Stockholm,") to avert, by his successful

interposition, the horrors of war from both nations, and

of absolute ruin from the latter, menaced by the inva-

sion of 12,000 Danish auxiliaries to Russia, with the

loss of Gottenburg, and with it of the kingdom. In the

self-assumed character (afterwards fully recognised) of

delegate from those friendly, but distant, mediating

powers, Mr. ElUott, " with a zeal, address, dexterity.
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and ability, in a delicate and difficult negotiation, which

have been seldom equalled, and never exceeded,^^ enforced

and obtained an armistice, by which the King and realm

of Sweden were ultimately saved. And then (not less

in the spirit of the advice alluded to in the letter) when

the versatility and tergiversation of the rescued Prince

made him depart from the plain and straightforward

path which became his rank and dignity—it was the

British Envoy^s noble part to vindicate his '^ country's

veracity, stable as the foundation of her island ; " and

having been complimented by the King on his glorious

situation of " an individual, sole depositary of the

solemn word of a great King,'' to remind him, " in the

sacred name of truth," of the necessity of adhering to

engagements contracted under its sanction.

DR. ROBERTSON^ TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

T^ „ EclMurqh, August I2th, 1776.
Dear Sir,

Though I have no doubt of your attending to

my literary commission of the sixteenth century, as

carefully as you would do to a Secretary of State's

dispatch of the present one, yet a resolution I have

come to obliges me to take the hberty of inquiring what

success you have met with in your inquiries about the

Mexican paintings in the Imperial Library.

I had determined to defer publishing any part of my
History of America, until the whole was completed.

But the unfortunate situation into which we have got

with our colonies, obliges me to alter that resolution.

It is impossible to give any description of their political

or commercial situation, or to venture upon any specu-

lation concerning them, while the contest between us

* The eminent historian of America and of Chai-les the Fifth, and

Principal of the Edinburgh University.
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remains undecided. Instead of a History, one could

write only the conjecture or factious pamphlet of the

day. In whatever way the dispute terminates^ a new

face of things must be introduced into British America;

the colonies must either become independent states, or

be reduced to a more perfect dependence than formerly.

It becomes necessary then, to wait for some time^ before

one can publish anything concerning them. When
that period may arrive is uncertain : and, in the mean

time a junctm-e, when the attention, not only in Great

Britain, but of all Europe, is turned to America, and

which renders every publication concerning it interest-

ing, will be lost.

This has induced me to seize the occasion that presents

itself, and to publish this winter, the two first volumes

of my work. These wiR contain the history of the dis-

covery of America ; the progress of the Spanish arms

there ; the conquest of Mexico and Peru ; as much of

the natural history of the New World as is fit for a

book of general reading ; a long inquiry into the manners

of its rudest inhabitants ; a view of the Mexican and

Peruvian monarchies ; and a large detail of the state of

Spanish settlements, and their principles of colonisation,

which have served as our model, and that of all other

nations, in theii* establishments in the New AVorld.

I fiatter myself, that from the uncommon opportunities

I have had of getting information from Spain, this book

may prove interesting and curious. I have sold it to my
former proprietors, and at the same rate with Charles

the Fifth ; so that the decision concerning literary pro-

perty has not aflFected the sale of books,

From this long detail, with which I should not have

troubled you, had I not known that nous autres savans,

and our affairs are of greater estimation among you

continental gentleman of rank and fashion, than

they are in this island, you will perceive of how much
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consequence it will be to me to be informed soon Avbetber

you can procure me an accurate copy of the Mexican

paintings, that I may judge whether they are of such

merit as to be published. I hope you will believe, that

I feel very sensibly the kindness with which you under-

took this commission, Avhich I am aware will give you a

great deal of trouble ; I will not add to it by labouring

any apology. I have the honour to be, with the greatest

respect, dear sir, &c. ^r -n^ W. KOBERTSON.

P. S.—On Friday, I saw for the last time our worthy

friend, Mr. Hume.* He died yesterday, as much beloved

by those who enjoyed his society, for his amiable qualities,

as he was admired by others for his genius and talents.

SIR JOSEPH YORKEf TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Dear Keith, ^«^"^' -^"^^z 26<A, 1776.

I have been so long at the oar, that I am not

surprised at anybody for lying upon it sometimes ; and

as the foreign politics have not, since your arrival in

Austria, been of a nature to require a close correspond-

ence between your court and this country, I have not

been surprised at your silence, much less have I im-

puted it to any diminution of your esteem or friendship.

01" that I certainly should have been jealous ; having

long marked you out as one to whom I wished well, of

whom I thought well, and to whom I should be always

happy to be of service. I am likewise thoroughly con-

vinced that, if you could give me pleasure, or do me
service, you would never neglect the opportunity. This

is my creed ; and which you won't think heterodox.

Her Imperial Majesty does very well to bring her

* This announcement of the death of one great historian by another is

very interesting.

f His Majesty's minister at the Hague ; and thirty years' friend of Sli'

R. M. Keiti).



Sm ROBEET MURRAY KEITH. 63

children to lier^ since it was inconvenient to go to them.

She is happy in seeing such a family rising round her,

which I hope she will long live in health to enjoy. If

you, in a great circle, talk of a scene of uniformity, what

can ive pretend to ? In fact, we do little, and pretend to

nothing ; nor shall, till exterior events force us out. You
were in England during that miserable negotiation about

your old comrades here,* and within reach of observing

my conduct, which I hope you will have approved

;

indeed, I did everything in my power, nor can I almost

bring myself to believe that any intrigue could thwart

a proposal in which the States alone were the gainers.

The poor bodies are quite heart-broken, which gives me
great concern, after such eminent services as they have

performed for above tiuo centuries. The young folks are

all striving to creep into the British service, and a few

years will totally annihilate them.

I have deferred my tour home till America returns to

its senses. The measures taken for that purpose have

my hearty approbation ; and if they don't succeed,

I shall never pretend to calculate again.f All the

pamphlets from that side which I have lately seen

prove their interior horribly divided, and that the

majority desire peace at any rate. I am therefore glad

to see our operations directed against New England,

the Pandemonium of America; nor do I despair of

seeing the remnant of the rebellion, before many
months expire, blocked up in Boston, obliged to sur-

render at discretion, delivering up its leaders : an event

* The Scots Brigade in the service of Holland. Some miserable

motives of economy or jealousy seem to have occasioned their long

services to be very ill requited.

-l" This letter, an excellent one, has been chiefly inserted as proving the

sanguine views of a far older and less hopeful politician than Sir

R. M. K., as to the issue of the contest with the colonies ; and also as

throwing light on the succeeding letter from Captam (afterwards Sir

Cliarles) Douglas, from Quebec.
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I heartily pray for. Has General Douglas notified his

wife's being delivered of a girl ? He sent me notice of

the event, adding, that had it been a boy he would

have written himself ! We wanted him to christen her

Isis, in honour of his brother Charles's ship, which

broke through all the ice of Newfoundland to save

Quebec; indeed, I had great pleasure in his having

succeeded, and felt much obliged by his friendship, in

acquainting me with it under his own hand. Adieu,

my dear sir. You will never find me otherwise than

you have ever known me, i. e., with truth, attachment,

and aJBFection,

Your faithful and devoted friend and servant,

Joseph Yorke.

CAPTAIN (afterwards SIR CHARLES) DOUGLAS, R.N.*

TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Isis, before Quebec, May \'2tli, 1776.

Dear Sir Egbert,

Allow me, from the bottom of my heart, to

congratulate you, and all the friends of too-long-insulted

Great Britain, on the great event of the 6th, replete

with ruin to the rebels, and prosperity to the loyal

cause in Canada. I have appointed Mr. Butler third

lieutenant of his Majesty's ship, in consideration of his

zealous and manly services ; especially in forcing our

way through the ice, without which I possibly had not

got here before a reinforcement of two rebel battalions,

which met their flying fellow-rebels six miles above this

place, and joined with them in a retreat towards Mon-

treal, if not quite so regular, full as expeditious as that

* This gallant officer, whose present exploit earned for him merited

distinction, was subsequently immortalised by his participation as Fhig-

Captain to the Admiral in Rodney's memorable victory, of which he, ou

he very following morning, aware of Sir R. M. Keith's patriotic anxieties,

transmitted to him a detailed account.
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of the ten thousand Greeks. I therefore, my dear sir,

beg that you may strain every nerve to get the appoint-

ment of the said man of extraordinary merit confirmed.

I congratulate Sir Alexander and Lady Dick upon his

promotion. Ask Lord Sandwich for a few traits out of*

a late Philadelphian pamphlet, called " Common Sense,"

and wonder how any man can ever have opened his lips,

either in or out of Parliament, for those now unmasked

traitors. They must have known little of New England}

or have had little love for the old one, who did so ! It

was found in the quarters of the apothecary, who lately

arrived with a reinforcement, to command the army

before Quebec. I am so busy in making all possible

naval preparations for the further progress of our army

upwards, that I have only time to say that I am, with

unspeakable respect and esteem, dear Sir Kobert,

Your most humble servant, and affectionate friend,

Chas. Douglas.

the duchess of kingston* to sir r. m. keith.

London, May, 1776.

Sir,

The last time I had the honour to see you at

my house, it did not occur to me that it would be

* The notoriety of this personage, with whose trial and conviction for

bigamy all England, and indeed Eui'ope, at one time rang, renders

curious her attempted version of transactions so little creditable to her

sex and country. When this was written, the fact, afterwards substan-

tiated in open court, of the fraudulent destruction of the record of her

prior marriage with Lord Bristol, was rather surmised than proved. Yet

so equivocal was her position, that on the death of her second lord,

Walpole thus writes, " All tongues are busy with her Grace of Kingston.

The Duke is dead, and has given her his whole estate for life, and his

personals for ever. To make her sure of it, she is entitled in the will,

' My dearest wife Elizabeth Duchess of Kingston, alias Enzabeth Chad-

leigh, alias Elizabeth Harvey.' Did you ever hear of a Duchess

described in a will as a street-walker is indicted at the Old Bailey ?" Of

the trial he says, " Is it not a burlesque ? when there could not be one

VOL. II. p
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necessary for me to trouble you upon tlie subject that

this letter will c»ntain. But as you are sensible how

greatly you was esteemed b}^ my dear Duke of King-

ston^ and my friend Lord Granby^ and respected

greatly by myself—I take the liberty to acquaint you

with some circumstances with regard to my affaii's. The

inveteracy of my enemies does not only persecute me
at law, but also in the public papers, against which

there is no guard ; nor can I wage war with all the

hungry garrets in the English metropolis. My lawyers

assure me there is not the least danger of my suffering

by this persecution, if my mind can remain easy. For

the Ecclesiastical Court gave a full sentence in my
favour, and permission (as you and all England know)

to marry with whom I should choose ; and Mr. Harvey

made a public renunciation, even in the Duke's house,

by his proctor, in form of law ; and I married the for-

ever-dear Duke of Kingston, with the Archbishop^s

license, before forty persons, with the approbation of

my Royal Mistress, the Princess Dowager of Wales,

and all the Eoyal Family, who, with all the Court,

wore mj^ favours for a week.

Every token of affection and approbation, during

my Lord's life, and at his death he gave me ; leaving

his personal estate to me for ever, and confirmed my
marriage settlement by will ; leaving me for my widow-

hood all of which he was possessed. And it was to

my own generosity the family owed the benefit of

succeeding to me ; for his love and friendship was

such, that had I not resisted by prayers and tears to

his request, he would have given it to me for ever.

The eldest nephew, for many reasons, was disinherited.

person in the hall who was not as much convinced of her bigamy as of his

own existence ?" She settled, at a later period, in Italy. He writes to

Sir Horace Mann, " Your Duchess of Kingston is a shameless mounte-

bank ; as great a comedian as Sixtus Quintus himself."
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The principal cause was, that when he had (as you

know) the advantage of being aide-de-camp to Duke
Ferdinand in the late war^ he quitted that post of honour

and immediate service^ to retire into a marching regi-

ment, unemployed, and afterwards quitted the army,

and lived extravagantly on the hope of a succession,

which it was happily in the Duke's power to give to his

more worthy brothers.

But not to trouble you too far, my heart bleeds for

the ill impressions my friends in Germany may take

from the evil reports of the public papers; and I

depend upon your friendship to speak of the afiair as

it is.* For if, from any quibble in the law (which God
forbid, and we do not expect) it should be differently

judged, it will be a consolation that good men should

know that it was with the sanction of the Chui'ch, Law,

and Court, I united myself to the most honourable,

just, and good being our country ever produced; and

I can submit to anything that may befal me in this

world, knowing that God will not afflict me more than

I am able to bear. I wish you health and happiness

;

and depending upon your goodness of heart to excuse

me, I remain for ever.

Your sincere humble servant,

E. Kingston.

* The good will expressed in this epistle, by the too celebrated Duchess,

was certainly not reciprocal. Sir R. M. Keith having been jestingly

recommended by some one to turn it to advantage, and appropriate the

enormous jointure, thus jocularly alludes to it :
—" What say you to my

marrying (as has been proposed to me) the double Dowager of Kingston !

If her Grace (as she is fond of pairs) would agree to take along with me
a strapping Horse Guards' officer, there might be no objection." In

another, and more indignant mood, he exclaims, " Faugh ! the very idea

is revolting ! Let her carry her Duchess-ship and her dowry to some

other market." Nay, so uncourteously did the usually urbane plenipo

return her civilities, that he is congratulated by a correspondent for hav-

ing, by his interposition, effected her exclusion from the correct court of

Vienna !

F 2
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Pew circumstances in tlie ministerial career of Sir

E,. M. Keitli were a greater source of benevolent satis-

faction to himself, or left a more favom'able impression

of his character on others^ than the opportunities he so

largely enjoyed, and so cordially improved, of being at

once the faithful Mentor and chosen companion of the

many youths,* whom anxious parents, of the first

families in England, continued, during his whole sojourn

abroad, not merely to recommend to his protection,

but actually to commit to his uncontrolled authority

and affectionate surveillance.

For the more serious part of this labour of love, the

soundness of his own early education and principles

admirably qualified him ; while for the latter he was so

thoroughly fitted, by his own buoyant cheerfulness,

and singular amenity of disposition, that lads of all

ages and characters, not only looked back on the years

passed at Vienna, as the happiest and sunniest of their

lives, but seem to have poured out their hearts and

feelings to him, throughout successive periods of after

life, as to some congenial comrade or cherished school-

fellow : while the acknowledgments which his efforts in

their behalf earned from distinguished parents, and the

figure his proteges themselves frequently made in public

or private life, must have assisted in crowning the

evening of his days with that enviable serenity and

cheerfulness, which accompanied him to the close of an

honourable existence.

However gratifying to partiality it has been to

peruse, and difficult for afi'ection to select from, the

bales of letters in which the gratitude of young and

* Amounting (according to his calculations, long ere the conclusion of

his embassy) to nearly 500, of what he affectionately calls his " John

Bulls," his " Vienna lads," and his " colony ; " none of whom, he says,

spite of some occasional frolics, or rare cases of exti'avagance, ever gave

him reason to be seriously ashamed of them.
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old, towards one long cold in death^ is embodied and

embalmed—a few specimens alone^ of a correspondence

at once so instructive and honourable to liumanit}^, can

be given here. And as everythiDg in biography^ bear-

ing however imperfectly the character of a whole^ must

ever be more interesting than detached fragments, the

purpose of the Editor (to hold up to joint regard and

approbation men whose friendship, notwithstanding the

disparity of years, continued unimpaired during the life

of the Mentor by whose counsels the character of the

Telemachus of his fond predilection was avowedly

formed) may best be promoted by inserting consider-

able portions of the correspondence of Sir Robert

Keith with the two among his "pupils"^- whom he felt

most proud thus to designate ; as a memorial of how
age can love, and youth respond, where in the one case

the fire of youth is tempered by early maturity, and on

the other the wisdom of age not only divested of all

asperity, but endeared and rendered attractive by the

vivacity of youth.

The friendship of Sir R. M. Keith for every branch

of the highly connected, highly endowed, and above all,

highly respected family of Drummond, had descended

to him from his own father ; and he felt thus doubly

disposed, even independently of stVong personal obliga-

tions, to act the part of a parent, in its most literal

sense, towards one of their offspring. That he did so

in its fullest extent, the correspondence of a lifetime

will show. That he was not inattentive to its lighter

* The late excellent Earl of Hardwicke ; for the completion of the

correspondence with whom (so honourable to both) the editor is indebted to

his surviving Countess, the venerable lady already quoted in the memoir

of the Queen of Denmark ; and Andrew Berkeley Drummond, Esq., son

to Mr. R. Drummond, of Charing Cross ; to the hereditary kindness of

whose representative, A. R. Drummond, Esq. is due the communication

of letters handed do^vn and preserved by him as cherished heii'-looms.
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duties, the following letter, written shortly after his

return to Vienna, and being joined there by his friend's

son, will amusingly evince.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO MR. CHAMIER.

Vienna, July 2mh, 1776.

I HAVE for this fortnight past been running about

the countiy houses in the neighbourhood of this capital,

without the most distant chance of enjoying one hour

of that convivial gaiety which reigns at Mistley, Fawley,

Wimbledon, Coombank, &c. Yet our noble personages

are as civil and attentive as possible at their country

seats ; but still it is otium cum dignitate with a

vengeance ! and that same dignitas is to me a terrible

damper of all social enjoyments. I have had my
Andrew * for five days along with me at a princely

castle, where he was powdered and perfumed by ten

o'clock in the morning ; then fetched a broiling walk

in a gilded garden, dined in state, and after playing

three grave rubbers at whist, we sallied forth for the

evening's excursion in half a dozen coaches and six !

Yet I think I showed Master Andrew some sights

there, which repaid him in some degree for all the

stately tediousness of his mornings ; such lakes, mea-

dows, and forests as eye never saw. In the midst of

one forest, about sixty -wild boars, with all their wives

and children, did us the honour to accept of a cold

collation of acorns and Turkey corn which we presented

to them, and which they ate very comfortably within

twenty yards of us, with only a slight screen of reeds

between us and their hogsliips.

In another forest, laid out with taste, and ornamented

* Andrew Berkeley Druramond, Esq., then on his grand tour, and, as

the son of his dearest friend, under the special charge of Sir R. M.

Keith.



SIR ROBERT MURRAY KEITH. 71

with clean gravel walks^ we met [btj appointment) about

two-and-twenty large stags of the red deer kind^ to

whom notice was given of our approach by the beating

of a drum, and this for the best possible reason (as our

master huntsman informed us), viz., because they are

the most shy and timorous creatures imaginable !

Certain it is, however, that they obeyed the summons,

and a chasseur (a particular acquaintance of theirs, and

who will have the kindness to shoot every one of them

in their turn) dealt out their evening's repast in half-

pecks of very clean-looking barley. We had om* screen

as before, and enjoyed their company mightily.

We saw all the materiel for hunting, fishing, and

shooting of every kind ; but to Andrew's great disap-

pointment, there was not the smallest offer of a horse or

gun, though the Prince, our landlord, keeps some two

hundred steeds for the saddle, and has an armoury of

guns equal to one of the rooms in the Tower. The

hunting season, however, was not begun, that 's the

truth of the matter ; and our very good-humoured host

does everything by rule and measure, and is moreover

broken down with the gout, as all great landholders

ought to be.

I bade Andrew ask the Prince* (who is really a man
of truth) how many huntsmen and their assistants he

has in pay, for the care of all his forests and chases ?

I knew I should enjoy the effect of his answer upon

my friend Andrew. The Prince said he really could

not tell with any tolerable precision the number of his

men in green, but he could affirm with safety that they

are more than thi'ee hundred. Now, you begin to think

that I have dreamt all this, but Andrew shall vouch for

* As Sir Robert subsequently mentions his intention of visiting Ester-

hazy, the Prince here mentioned must be Prince Liclitenstein ; whose

family had always cultivated the closest intimacy with Sir R. M. Keith's

father and himself.
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every word of it ; and in autumn I shall carry him to

Prince Esterliazy's, in Hungary, where the marvels are

still infinitely greater than those I have related. Yet

often do I return in imagination to Mistley, Fawley, &c.,

where nobody wonders at anything but the total

absence of care, constraint, and formality ! I can be

dull with continental great men, because it is a duty of

my profession ; but I am never the true Keith but when

I am amidst the Gang and their adherents.

I thank you for the comfort of your letters of 25th

June and 11th inst. Your chamserhododendros, and

its cousin rhododendros chamsecistus (they must be

charming plants by their flowery names) shall be found,

if possible, and forwarded to you with care. If I can

find anybody near the Hetscher (the high mountain

mentioned in your note) who will undertake to gather

me some of the seed, he shall be well paid for his

trouble. I love to be employed in little commissions

for you, it is the only chance I have, at this distance, of

being any way useful to you. I hope soon to receive

from you a whole bushel of New York laurels, which my
friend Howe and his companions are as willing and able

to gather, as any set of gentlemen we have sent abroad

of a long while. When that expedition has achieved

its enterprise, I shall think the fate of America once

more in our hands. Solace me from time to time with

sterling intelligence : it is a most essential obligation.

Yours ever,

E. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO MR. CHAMIER.

Vienna, Feb. nth, 1777.

There are sad doings, my dear Chamier, et mes braves

correspondans de Londres m^ont plantes tons a la fois !

Heureusement j^ai la foi du Charbonnier, et je crois

que tout ce que je n'entends pas, doit aller au mieux
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/ I suppose that you and tlie Gang have been

holiday making, and that between this and the Queen's

birthday, a page of your handwriting is not to be had

for a king's ransom. Don't imagine I blame you, my
dear Cham. I would in your place do precisely the

same ; and if I know anything in this world which is

truly delightful, it is the gay and vacant hour in such

parties as those you are now engaged in. Heaven bless

you and your messmates ! There are poor plenipos in

the world who look towards Mistley with a longing eye

;

and to whom a cup of the claret you revel in, would be

nectar and ambrosia

!

\-2tli.

Our Carnival is over, and I cannot say I am sorry for

it. I am too old for all the bustle of that giddy season.

I saw vaj pupils conclude their festivities last night by

a ball at the Spanish Ambassador's, where they danced

as merrily, and with a set of as pretty girls as ever I

saw in my hfe. I left them at six o'clock this morning

!

The lads have done themselves honour, and deserve a

sound sleep. Apropos to dancing. As I think myself

obliged to make some report to the parents of the

young gentlemen entrusted to my care, of the figure

they may be expected to make in the world, and their

progress in the ways of it, I have (for the satisfaction of

Andrew Drummond's relations) had the enclosed sketch

of his amiable person and enchanting graces drawn in

a hurry, only to give them a slight idea of the manly

dignity and simplicity of manners, in which he shone

upon the late trying occasion of a Court country dance.

I beg you will present this rude drawing of the young

gentleman to his mother, assuring her, in my name,

that it gives but a faint notion of her first-born, who is

indeed the darling of the fair sex here. Tell Mr. Rigby

that though in another style, his nephew's figure is not

less interesting. Tell my good friend. Sir John



74 MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF

Sebright, that young Englefield is a very deserving lad,

and much liked. I have been kind to him for every-

body's sake, and for his own.* Young Harvey, and

Ashton Curzon's son, arrived just in time for om' last

gay doings. You see, my dear Cham, that my school is

in good repute ; and that I must infallibly end my days

in the Marshalsea, if I feed all these boys only upon

mutton and turnips. No matter, my mind is made up

to it. Is not this like a country schoolmaster's report,

at the holidays ?

Yours,

R. M. K.

P. S.—This will be delivered to you by Mr. Simonet,

a principal dancer of our theatre, and who, under

Noverre, did wonders in the character of a dancing

* Of the conduct of Sir R. M. Keith towards his "boys," an accom-

plished Enghsh traveller, whose MS. letters have heen kindly placed at

the editor's disposal, thus expresses himself :—" The attention and kind-

ness Sir Robert shows them all, is hardly to be imagined. He accom-

panies them everywhere, introduces them to the best company, and indeed

in every respect takes a most fatherly charge of them." And had any

motive beyond their own merit been required, to account for the popu-

larity of his j^i'otiges with the fail* sex in Vienna it would be found in

the same writer's description of the " Young Austria," of that, and a long

subsequent period. Some years later, he thus expresses himself :•

—

" The young men here, almost without exception, are so stupid, and so

ignorant, that there is no fear of any person of taste, or indeed of com-

mon sense, wishing to form the slightest connection with them. Unless

one is at some pains, it is impossible even to meet with them, for in good

company they are never to be seen ; but to what place they go, or how

they employ themselves, I have not been able to discover, as in this

country taverns are unknown. It is not surprising that the young ladies

of Vienna, who are uncommonly agreeable and well educated, complain

much of this ; and say that were it not for the English, they would have

no one to speak to ; and in the Carnival, when there are balls every

night, would be reduced to dance with each other, for want of partners.

I cannot account for this, but the fact is certain and obvious to the most

superficial observer." The remark is corroborated by Sir Robert's fre-

quent and pathetic complaints of the lack of suitable partners /or life for

his chai'ming " Vienna <jirh"
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lover^ or hero. His greatest merit with me, and that

which procures hira this recommendation to your

powerful protection, is having guided the movements of

Andrew Drummond's fantastic toe, in quahty of dancing-

master. His wife, who accompanies him, has made his

hair stand on end in the character of Medea, and that,

to a man who loves a high toupet, is some merit.

There is a brother-in-law, likewise of the party, who
plays the first flute in the orchestra; and he has had

the honour to instil into the said Andrew Drummond
the first principles of the French Minuet, called

"Dragons pour boire,"^ which the J^oung gentleman

whistles very melodiously. You see, my dear Cham,

that you are bound to protect these good people, who

are engaged at the Opera, and will spare no pains to

please the public. As a dancing-master for gentlemen

or ladies, I know none preferable to Simonet ; and

as such you may safely recommend him to your

acquaintance.

Perhaps Bob Drummond himself may not be averse

to rub up his own minuet, in order to make a figure at

the balls in Hampshire ! Propose it to him, and, for

my sake, mark his countenance when so reasonable a

step is put in his way ! Bad'mafje apart, these Simonets

and Deca^nps-f are good people; and they have behaved

extremely well for several years in this city. Do them

what good you can, excuse this trouble, and believe me
ever cordially yours,

E. M. K.

* The air immortalised by Scott, as the favourite of the Baron of

Bradwardine.

f The continued respectabihty of a name, long connected with the

English stage, has concurred with the above, as a motive for preserving

this playful billet.
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO MR. CHAMIER.

Vienna, A2yril llth, 1777.

Since your letter of the 17tli of Marcli, I have been

looking out impatiently for something of a fresher and

more satisfactory purport than our friend Fraser's dab

of a Gazette. I am parched and dried up with an

ardent thirst for news, good and substantial news from

America; yet am I forced to feed upon the above-

mentioned scraps which were as crude and indigested as

possible. Tell me, my Cham, when may the campaign

open again ? I must have Philadelphia in my possession

by the middle of May. Pray tell me all about the new

Dictator and his powers ? I pity his Dictatorship with

such a council at his elbow. Will Washington like

this absurd pageantry ? Has he sense enough to be a

peacemaker? The moment of projection in America is

fast approaching, and I need not tell you that all my
warmest hopes are at stake upon the success of the

chemistry. If it should turn those stubborn and un-

grateful enthusiasts into loyal subjects, it will have

done the best service to Old England, that has been

rendered in the course of the last hundred years. If,

on the contrary, experience shall convince us of the

inefficiency of all our efforts to subdue that vast con-

tinent, I am clear for shaking off the Americans

;

leaving them to their own tottering independence, and

making the most of them in the way of unrestrained

commerce. It grieves me to see a set of Englishmen

(and some of them good men too), recommending such a

conduct to the three States of Great Britain as would

disgrace their history, and defeat every end and purpose

of her soundest policy, and most essential interests.

I hope you are a bad prophet about the non-payment

of the King's debts this session. Do it, if you love me

;
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do it handsomely, and good-humouredlyj if you mean
that I should thank you. I cannot afford that you

should be in the right on that head. I am poorer

than the poorest cousin of Job^s kindred
;
yet (like all

beggars) I have the spmt of an Emperor. Apropos of

Emperors. My Emperor is now galloping to Paris^

where he will both surprise, and be surprised to a great

degree. I ^11 lay you a wager that not three people in

France form any just ideas of his character ; he is so

totally unlike a Erenchman, above all, a Erench monarch.

Remember, I tell you, that this journey will not lessen

his good opinion of John Bull and his children. My
little colony have behaved like angels here, dming the

whole winter, and everybody does them justice.

Andrew, my excellent Andrew, left me (you know)

ten days ago, and carried with him my warmest esteem

and friendship. Thank Bob in my name, for his kind-

ness in leaving his son so long with me. I am morally

certain that he will have no reason to repent it, by any

part of his son^s conduct hereafter, either as a man
of the world, or a man of business. Oh ! how happy

should I be to spend a fortnight this summer with them

both, at some of those hospitable castles, the difference

of which I know, and you don^t, from the Gothic

chateaux, which I have the option of visiting in state

and ceremony !—You Englishmen know nothing of this

universe but its jollity ! You have no notion of the

trammels of dulness and dignity !—But I am a happy

man in every part of the world, where I find true

friends ; and here, as elsewhere, I enjoy that treasure !

God bless you, my dear Chamier.

P. S.—A Erenchman has jiist told me, the Emperor

would have a grand succes at Paris. Le fat

!
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SIR E. M. KEITH TO A. B. DRUMMOND,

Vienna, June 2nd, 1777.

There cannot be a better, a kinder, nor a more

welcome letter than yours of tlie 13th. May, and I

thank you for it, my dear Andrew, with all that cordi-

ality which is so firmly established between us. You
have given infinite satisfaction to your friends, by

retui-ning to them the same ingenuous, cheerful, and

unaffected being i\\ej had always known you ; and in

that point you have gratified my Avishes to the full, as

much as theirs. I reflect with pleasure upon the twelve-

month you passed abroad, and that pleasure is doubled

by the assurance you give me of its having made the

same impression upon your mind. In that short space

you have seen a considerable quarter of Europe to

advantage, and many of the first people who act the

principal parts in it. You have laid up a treasure

of ideas, together with the pleasing remembrance of

many worthy people, and of many personal kind-

nesses, which must (in so good a heart as yours) add

to your general love of mankind; and now you

return without the smallest dash of foreign vices or

follies, to enjoy the blessings of your own country

and government, which (without despising others, or

supposing that an honest man may not live com-

fortably in many other countries) you know to be the

happiest and most eligible in all its circumstances of

any under the sun.

Thus far I may flatter myself that you have been a

gainer by our joint peregrinations ; and now let me tell

you, my dear Andrew, in the openness of my heart, what

I am certain of having gained by your stay at Vienna :

the consciousness of having done my utmost to acquit

a debt of aff'ectionate gratitude towards a family of

excellent feelings; the conviction of having added to
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their esteem by these proofs of zealous friendship ; and

above al]^ I have acquired the steady and invaluable

attachment of a young man upon whose truth and

generosity of sentiment I would most gladly rely in all

the most trying situations of fortune; and in whose

cheerful society I hope to pass some of the most agree-

able years of the evening of my life.

There 's the state of our accompt, my dear Andrew

;

strike the balance^ and own to me that my speculation

in bringing you out of England has turned out both a

wise and advantageous one. Your future success in

life will greatly add to my gains ; for I shall have an

hundred opportunities of saying, with a degree of

honest pride, "that same Andrew Drummond, of whom
all the world speaks so well, was my messmate and my
pupil !

"

This letter is still a good deal in the style of a Mentor

;

but here I lay down that office, and only reserve to

myself the privilege of giving you the frankest and fairest

advice my mind is capable of, upon every occasion Avhen

your friendship shall demand it of me. God bless you

my dear Andrew
;
you have an hereditary right to be a

happy man, from all your principles, your opinions, and

your connexions. I have delivered your messages to all

your most intimate friends here—they were received as

you could wish. I trust you will still keep a warm
corner of your heart for Vienna.

Your's affectionately,

H. M. K.

SIR JOSEPH YORKE TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

D„ . „ c Hague, June oth, nil.
EAR OIR, "^

You have long been threatened with Avhat

now happens to you, that of being importuned with a

recommendation of my nephew, Mr. Yorke, who, I hope.
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will spend some months at Vienna; at least, as far as

my voice goes, lie shall, though as he has many uncles,

they may think otherwise. I flatter myself you will not

find him quite unformed, or uninformed ; and beg you

will take him under your protection. Tell him frankly

what he should or should not avoid, and I am persuaded

you will find him docile. He has lived near a year and

a half under my roof, and I never saw him pout once,

but always gscy and active, as well as prudent, though I

laid the bridle on his neck. Everybody loves him here

where he has behaved himself well, and I shall wonder

if he changes for the worse, in still higher and better

company. He has gone through his studies with credit,

and has taste, and therefore may apply to his exercises.

I have recommended riding and fencing especially ; the

latter he likes, and is an adept at. In short, you may,

I think, produce him in good company without that

awkward feeling which we often have in our career.

Though we have no design to give him a governor, as he

will be soon of age, we have found for him a companion

on his travels in a sensible, worthy man, a Lieut.-Colonel

Wetsteiu, whom you may remember in the Swiss guards

here. I beg leave to recommend them both to jo\xr

kind attention ; but don ^t let them bore you, as I know
you are overloaded with recommendations.

Your friendship to Mr. Yorke, mil be a link more in

that chain which binds me inviolably and affectionately

to you.

Ever, dear Sir, your faithful

Joseph Yorke.

sir r. m. keith to philip yorke, esq.

Viemia, August 26th, 1778.

I HAVE been so much occupied for this fortnight

past, in the way of my profession, that I have not been

able to thank you sooner for your welcome letter of the
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4tli instant. I will own to you, my dear Yorke, that

your long silence had begun to make me uneasj^, though

I was too just towards you to imagine that you could

so soon he guilty of neglecting a correspondence which

you had undertaken w ith pleasure ; which could alone

keep up your connexion with a man, who loves you

very sincerely, and who has promised himself the satis-

faction of following you step by step, through the most

dangerous years of your life. I need not tell you,

therefore, how welcome that letter was to me, nor how

much I was pleased with the account of yoiu* tour, and

of the kind reception you met with at Milan. Count

Firmian is certainly one of the most amiable, as well

as hospitable of men, and the obligations he heaps upon

our countrymen are without measure or end. I am
glad you had an opportunity of satisfying his taste for

English literature, by procuring him a copy of Lord

Hardwicke^s late publication. It is a fortunate thing

for a young man in your situation to find himself able

to make some sort of return to such favours as those

you have received from Count Firmian. You will, I

am afraid, be more sensible of their value, after you

have made the tour of some of the largest cities of Italy,

where I am assured that hardly a shadow of the

Milanese hospitality is to be met wdth.

May you, my dear Yorke, be laying in a stock of

useful and entertaining ideas, for the advantage of your

future life ; while Sir Joseph and I are much less agree-

ably employed in watching the effects of those passions

to which sovereigns are not less subject than the middling

classes of the people in the nations they rule over.

You and your companion are often mentioned here,

and with kind remembrance = I wish it were compatible

with your projects to pass part of next winter at Vienna,

but of this I dare not flatter myself. Wherever you go,

my dear Yorke, remember that it is your duty to prepare

VOL. II. G
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yourself for an active life, and that mucli is expected

from you by a family, whicli has distinguished itself by

producing men of sound judgment, extensive learning,

honourable principles, and possessed of the laudable

ambition of rendering themselves useful to their country.

You will disappoint that family and me most egregiously

if you fall short of those recent examples which your

grandfather, your father, and all his brothers, have set

before you.

Adieu, my dear Yorke
;
you are accustomed to hear

me preach upon the application of the years of life upon

which you are now entering. You know that upon the

proper employment of them, must, in a great measure,

depend the success of all your future years, and you will

forgive my resuming so often the style of a pedagogue,

when you recollect that it is dictated by the warmest,

and most inviolable friendship. I beg you will assure

Colonel Witstein ofmy sincere esteem and regard. Write

to me soon, and believe me ever yours most faithfully,

Robert Murray Keith.

sir r. m. keith to andrew drummond, esq.

Yieniia, June 3rd, 1778.

A THOUSAND thanks to you, my dear Andrew, for your

long epistle by my servant. It did not contain much
satisfactory news from home, but that was no fault of

yours. The times were abominable, and I do not

wonder at every honest man who feels and thinks as

you do, being almost sorry to sit down to describe

them. May I not hope that they are now much altered

for the better, and that all will turn out in the end, to

the honour and advantage of poor Old England, who
has indeed been hardly dealt with by many of her

children, both abroad and at home ! There exists not

a John Bull who has that wish more earnestly at heart
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than I have, nor one who would do more to forward its

accomplishment. I beseech you, therefore, my dear

Andrew, to double your diligence till affairs are more

in the way of national exertion, and steady perse-

verance. I am not unhappy enough to harbour a

doubt of honour and success, from the moment our

resources are employed as they ought to be. We in

Germany are di'awn up in battle array, and with such

magnificent armies as the sun never shone upon. But

all sides are averse to war, and I see good reason to

hope that with mutual good temper, and fair expla-

nation, matters may yet be made up in an amicable

manner. jNIay the same blessing befal us with our

American children, and then, my dear Andrew, huzzali

!

I think we shall give our petty intriguing neighbours

such a ratification of their American Treaty as they

will remember for half a century to come ! Don't

imagine that I mean to let them off", whether our

American peace-makers succeed or not. No ! Master

Andrew ; their late proofs of friendship must have a

suitable return. I must tell you, for my own satisfac-

tion, and that of my intimate friends, a pretty trick

they wanted to play me here. Within these ten days,

the Court of France have been trying with all their

might to get an American agent introduced to the

Empress Queen ; though under the denomination of a

gentleman traveller only. Nothing ever was more inde-

cent than such an attempt, nor more disrespectful to

their Imperial Majesties, whose sentiments in regard to

the rebels, and whose friendship towards the King are

equally well known. However, France sticks at nothing

to support the iniquitous cause she has espoused, and

if Mr. Lee (the person now here) had been admitted to

the Empress's presence, under any shape, they would

have built a thousand false stories upon that single

circumstance, and have made the Americans them-

g2
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selves, and all distant nations, believe whatever might

suit their own purposes.

I have the satisfaction to assiu'e you, that the Empress

Queen has made known in the most dignified, as well

as peremptory manner, her determined resolution to

give no countenance whatever to such an emissary, nor

to admit him by any means into her presence. This

decisive rebuff is a great mortification to France, which

her ministers have deservedly drawn upon themselves,

by venturing to make an attempt, as injudicious as

unbecoming.* This first proof of the Empresses justice,

as weU as regard for the King, will be highly agreeable

to his Majesty; you wiU easily judge how much satis-

faction arises from it to me. The merit of the whole

transaction is with their Imperial Majesties, and

their upright Ministers; my share in it is only to

have foreseen the event a twelvemonth ago, and to have

taken proper measures to defeat it. Perhaps you may
have heard all this before from Cham; but at all

events I meant well by this detail of it. Give me in

return some good news ; I stand more in need of these

than tongue can tell ! I can hardly guide the pen, my
fingers are so tired with scribbling

!

Yours ever,

R. M. K.

SIR NATHANIEL WRAXALL TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Florence, April nth, 1779.

My dear Sir,

I feel myseK so happy and so honoured, in the

permission of correspondence with you, that nothing

except the hurry incident to travelUng could prevent

me from addressing you much oftener. In revenge,

* The spii'ited exclusion of the emissary from Prince Kaunitz's soirees

by their female president has been elsewhere narrated.
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INIanners and I talk of you at least ten times a day.

'Tis not possible to tliiuk of Vienna^ without seeing you

in every company or situation. Two winters which I

had the happiness to pass under your protection, and

almost in your constant society, form too strong a

liaison to be easily broken, particularly when gratitude

adds its force to respect and attachment.

We have now been three months in Italy, and have

had too much reason to ascertain the justice of your

prediction, that " we should find much for the eye, but

little for the heart,^' We have been, as you know, at

Naples; I was much more pleased with Naples than

with Rome. Its position, its environs, its volcanoes

;

the islands of Capua, Ischia, and Procida, scattered on

the sea; its picturesque landscapes, and the celebrity

of the surrounding country in Roman history and fable

—all these circumstances conspire to charm the mind,

and warm the imagination. We went to Baise, to the

Cape of Misenum, to Pompeii and Stabile, to Hercu-

laneum, to Portici, and to Cumaj, We visited Lake

Avernus, the Acheron, the Lucrine Lake, the Cave of

the Sybil, by which Eneas descended to Hell, and the

Elysian Fields. All is still (after eighteen centuries,

and earthquakes, and repeated volcanic eruptions) very

much resembling PHny^s and Strabo's and Virgil's

descriptions.

The Queen of Naples very much exceeded in person,

in elegance of manners, in accomplishments, in under-

standing, my ideas of her. She is inconsistent, incon-

sequente, and capricious in her conduct as a woman and

a queen ; but she is much superior to the people who

surround her, and were she well advised, is unques-

tionably capable of being useful to her subjects.

I told you, I think, of our charming journey through

Styria, Carinthia, and the Tyrol. We only stopped a

day at Verona, at Vicenza, and Padua. At the last
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place we went to look at Wortley Montagu's tomb. By-

order of Lady Bute, Mr. Strange lias erected a little

monumental stone to liim in the cloisters of tlie Augus-

tine Convent, and under the inscription is a small fish,

alluding to his end. We were both much pleased with

Venice. It rises as by enchantment from the waters,

and we were never tired of admiring its beauty. We
merely saiv the Doge; a fine looking man for his

years. He is said to possess good qualities, but has

many enemies. Madame Foscarini is very handsome.

She said, when I saw her in her gondola for a few

minutes, and delivered the ambassador's letters, that she

should set out soon for Vienna. Apro2ios of that word,

we talk of you perpetually, and of your dinners, and

your claret, and of everything which Vienna suggests.

We are infinitely indebted to you for your recom-

mendation to Sir Horace Mann, who has treated us

with the utmost civility and attention. We made only a

very short stay at Bologna and Ferrara, and shall shortly

go on to Rome ; though here we are already burnt

alive, and the Arno has not a foot of water in it ; and

they say it is worse at Rome and Naples. We have

passed two or three mornings vdth the Venus de Medicis.

She is one of the very few things I have ever seen which

rose above my expectations. I am astonished how
marble can be so beautifully perfect, and am sure you

would think as I do. All the upper portion of the

figure seems alive, and more resembles flesh than

marble. I am unable to find anything like an imper-

fection in her; the head and face are of a heavenly

beauty ; but all this you have heard before at least an

hundred times ; and so you have how much I love you,

and feel indebted to you for all your goodness. Con-

tinue to me your protection and your friendship ; and

believe me, your ever affectionate and obliged,

N. Wraxall.
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO PHILIP YORKE, ESQ.

DeArYoRKE, Vienna, JnneltKim.

Your letter from Turin gave me infinite

pleasure, as it leaves me no doubt in regard to your

perfect recovery. The air of Switzerland, and the affec-

tionate care of Colonel Wetstein and his family, will

complete your cure. Your gratitude towards Colonel

W. is extremely well placed, and it has been matter of

real satisfaction to me to find that Doctor Congalton

(for whom I have long entertained a sincere esteem)

has deserved so well of you by his skill and attention.

The experience you have acquired in this long and

dangerous illness, will have proved to you, my dear

Yorke, that a zealous friend is an inestimable treasm-e

;

and that the best claim we can have to the kind offices

of others during distress or sickness, must arise from

our generous and candid behaviour towards them in

times of health and prosperity. I myself gathered this

useful lesson, and nearly at your time of life, from the

unreserved attentions of my brother officers towards me,

during a very tedious illness ; and I have loved man-

kind the better for it, and felt myself more desirous to

fulfil all the offices of friendship ever since. It will

make me very happy to hear that your native air, and

the kindness of your numerous friends, have removed

every vestige of your long and dangerous illness.

I have often told you, my dear Yorke, that I know no

young man who enters into the world with so many
advantages as you do. I am persuaded that on your

return to England you will be more and more convinced

of the value of those blessings which you are born to

enjoy. May every step of your life add to their

efficacy, for the public good, and your own private
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happiness ! You have rank, affluence, and the partiality

of the whole nation secured to you by inheritance.

You have truth, honour, and patriotism strongly im-

pressed upon your mind by education, and by the

example of all your relations. Every road to consider-

ation and contentment is open to you : you are master

of the choice. But remember, that, with all these

uncommon advantages, you may fall very far short of

that happiness which I most sincerely wish you, unless

you keep up with unwearied perseverance that activity,

both of mind and body, which can alone secure to you

health, and the means of filling up your time both

usefully and agreeably. I would not purchase the

wealth of India by the sacrifice of my love of occu-

pation ; and I would rather never see a coach than be

deprived of the pleasure of walking out. Don^t imagine,

my dear Yorke, that I mean to set myself up as a

model ; but I give you my example, among five hundred

others, to prove that the art of being happy depends

more particularly upon the talent of banishing sloth and

ennui, than upon any other circumstance in life.

And here ends my sermon
;
you are accustomed to

my style of preaching, and you forgive it, because you

do justice to the motive which dictates it. Be a useful

and active member of society ; cheerfulness and comfort

will be found at every hour within the circle of your

own family; and no man li\dng will rejoice more

sincerely in your success than I shall do. I hear your

name mentioned with great kindness in my favourite

society, and am charged by them Avith every good wish.

Believe me, with inviolable attachment, your faithful

friend,

R. M. Keith.
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO A. B. DRUMMOND, ESQ.

Vienna, June 12th, 1779.

I AM afraid, my dear Andrew, that some cursed

captain of a Dunkirk cutter, is now amusing himself

and family with the perusal of a score of my letters from

my friends in England; and Heaven knows that in

these moments of impatience and anxiety, I would

sooner spare the captain the last hundred pounds I am
master of. Sad times indeed ! Not a line from home
since the 21st of May ! My last grain of patience is well

nigh exhausted. Where is our friend Grant? Not
broiling in St. Lucia, I hope, in that inactivity which

little suits his temper or our circumstances? Should

that unfortunately be the case, I should, from my heart,

pity liim, and the brave corps which is under his com-

mand ! I wish they were well back on the Continent

of North America, where Clinton would know how

to employ them to good advantage. Clinton is an

admirable fellow ! * His forces, I am afraid, are but

scanty
;
yet I flatter myself that his campaign will go

a great way towards breaking the neck of rebellion in

America.

The French talk much upon the Continent of invading

you this summer. They may, perhaps, land a handful

of men in some distant corner of the kingdom, or vex

* It is pleasant to find that this opinion (founded on joint services in

Germany) was mutual. Mr. Eden (afterwards Lord Auckland) thus writes

a short time previously :
—" Everybody who has seen you at Vienna

speaks in the highest (though the justest) terms of the respectable figure

you make there, and of the honour which, in every sense, you do to your

country. General CUnton, among others, (though he does not know you

intimately) spoke of you in the warmest manner ; and made the party

with whom I met him at Lord Buckingham's (Lord Barrington, and

your friend the Solicitor-General, &c.) regret much that there are no

means of proportioning the appointments to the merits of the ministers.

Yours, in tliat case, should be at least ambassadorial."
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you with an attempt upon Ireland ; but I hope that no

man of sense in England can ever dread any serious

consequences from the common bugbear of invasion,

even if oirr flippant neighbour should strain every nerve

to attempt one. Tell me, my dear Andrew, all you

know about this and a thousand other interesting

articles. I have not seen the colour of your handwriting

since Admiral Arbuthnot set sail to go to the relief of

Jersey ! That was a pretty exertion of the Galhc

power, and met with the fate it deserved

!

I wish you with your military spirit, could feast your

eyes with the sight of those noble and spanking regiments

of infantry, and cavalry, which are passing this way

every day, on their return homewards. What say you

to regiments of infantry, three thousand six hundred

men under arms ? and corps of cavalry of at least two

thousand each ? May I live to see these fine fellows,

once more joined to a handsome corps of John Bulls,

and hastening to pay the French for all their double-

dealing ! If the choice of an enemy were left to the

Austrian troops, I imagine they would gladly give the

preference to the French, who, indeed, have used them

very scurvily. But all these are only poHtical dreams,

which, alas ! have no appearance of being realised in

our days. The more 's the pity ! * Apropos of John

Bulls, I am forlorn and childless beyond all former

example. But I expect the two Norths, and Brydone,

in three weeks, and they shall be made most welcome.

Tell Lord North so in my name, and in expressive

terms.

* Their joint occupation of Paris, did not probably enter into the

writer's wildest and most sanjmine dream.
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PHILIP YORKE,* ESQ., TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Do^ London, Decemlcr dih, 1779.
EAR k5lR, '

You will do me the justice, I daresay, to believe

the repeated reproaches I have made myself for not

having written to you since my arrival in England.

Four months have now elapsed since my return to my
Penates, which, though I was very far from being weary

of travelling, or remaining abroad, produced in my
mind the most agreeable sensations. The first idea that

struck me in my journey from Harwich to London, and

which I shall always remember with pleasure, Avas the

air of happiness and content that appeared on the face

of everybody I met ; very different from what a foreigner

would expect to meet with, from the gloomy exaggerated

accounts he reads in our own newspapers, or from what

an Englishman observes in those countries which are

now so obliging as to j^^ty us. It is true that taxes are

high, and are likely to increase ; but I hope they will be

borne with cheerfulness ; for the only way of lightening

them hereafter, is to strain every nerve in order to get

the better of our powerful enemies. I have learned, or

at least I wish to persuade myself, that I have learned^,

from you and Sir Joseph Yorke, to view things in the

most favourable light. I am sorry to find that essen-

tial part of character, to our own and others' happiness,

so rare in this country. Everybody seems to despair of

* Afterwards Earl of Hardwicke. The patriotic and truly British sen-

timents expressed in this letter (and in every page of a lengthened cor-

respondence) continued to actuate this excellent nobleman throughout a

life, divided between the most active exercise of social and domestic vir-

tues, and strenuous exertions in the service of the country he loved
;

first, in both houses of the British Legislature, and afterwards as Lord

Lieutenant of Ireland, during a period of extremely critical agitation in

that distracted country ; his popularity with both parties in which bore

testimony to his rare prudence and moderation.
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our getting through our difficulties ; and I look upon

this despondency as the worst symptom of the times. I

have attended the debates in both houses since the

opening of the session, three or four times ; and as far

as hearing several good speeches could give me pleasure,

I received the highest entertainment. Lord Lyttleton^s

speech the first day was certainly an able one for his

party ; but it tended to increase the flame in Ireland, as

well as others that have since been spoken. Lord Stor-

mont is one of the best speakers in the House of Lords,

which, considering the little practice he has had in

public speaking, and the time he has spent abroad, is

rather extraordinary.* But I haA^e no idea of Demos-

thenes, Cicero, Lysias, or Hyperides surpassing the

eloquence of the Chancellor.t His speeches on the first

day of the session, and on Lord Shelburne's motion

respecting Ireland, were the most powerful I have any

conception of, and both times called up Lord Camden

to answer him. Lord Shelburne made the Chancellor

a compliment at the expense of Lord Bathurst, in saying

he had restored the dignity of the place he occupied.

In the debates of the House of Commons, a vulgarity

prevails that is highly unedifying. To give you an

instance of it, I need only quote an expression of Temple

Luttrell's, the first day of the session. Abusing the

ministry for the campaign of last summer, " You have

trusted," said he, " altogether to Providence ; Provi-

dence has been your Mungo here, Mungo there,'' &c.

In former days, a member would have been repri-

manded for so low an expression, which falls little short

of blasphemy. In the course of his speech, he made

quick transitions from this low and familiar style, to the

sublime ; in one of these he was going on, " Have ye

* His lordship had been chiefly absent on foreign missions ; having

preceded Sir R. M. Keith at Vienna, and afterwards been ambassador at

Paris. t Lord Mansfield, uncle to Lord Storniont.
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not enough, have ye not enough ?^^ &c., when somebody

sitting behind him, answered, '^Yes, quite enough/'

and stopped him in his career for a couple of minutes,

I will not trouble you with any more remarks on the

debates, which you will have seen too fully, and too

partially stated in the papers; which so obligingly

communicate to all Europe, whatever reflections a mem-
ber of parliament may throw out, and add to the

inveteracy of our enemies, or to the indifference of our

lukewarm allies by some unjust or ill-timed sarcasm.

But the mischief done by those daily libels is not merely

confined to our general foreign interest ; they even

foment disputes between individuals at home; witness

the duel between Adams and Charles Fox, which was

entirely owing to an expression of the latter, exag-

gerated in Almon's paper. If the ministry were less

timid, they would, I think, have taken some notice of

Almon for publishing the King's speech the morning

before it was spoken ; and put in, as given to him by a

friend, who had heard it read at the Cockpit the

evening before. It is believed by many that Lord North

will go out this winter; indeed, from the ill-humour that

reigns against him, and the uncommon violence of

opposition, which sticks at nothing, I should think that

his situation must be singularly unpleasant.

Lord Lyttleton's death afforded matter of conversation

for a few days last week. Various reports have been

spread as to its immediate cause, but I hear it is well

attested that he had a dream three days before his

death, in which a woman in white appeared to him, and

predicted the event within that time. This he told the

next morning to Mrs. Flood, his relation, who was then,

with other company, at his house. Some people are

absurd enough to believe that the ministry poisoned

Lord Lyttleton, and hired Mr. Adams to cut Fox's

throat ! I suppose, if any of the ministers were brought
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to the block, the same gentlemen would be obliging

enough to undergo the ceremony in their stead, car il

n'y a gu'un pas de 23lus afaire.
Having talked to you so much of this, I must just

say a word of myself. You can have no idea how much

I should like to be with you this winter at Vienna,

and you will say, " then, why don't you come ?

"

But this scheme is now rendered impracticable, as I

shall come into Parliament much sooner than I wished.

Sir John Cotton is so ill as to be obliged to resign his

seat, and Lord Hardwicke is extremely desirous that I

should come in for the county of Cambridge. Indeed,

if I lose this opportunity somebody else must be chosen

;

and when I stand at the general election, I shall incur

the odium of disturbing the peace of the county

;

whereas if I am chosen now myself, that odium will fall

on my opponent, and I shall be the person attacked. On
the whole, it is better for me to come in rather earlier

than might have been desirable, rather than to have no

object or occupation for three or four years of my life.

On the score of my Italian fever, I mean to avoid the

bad hours of our London life. As to clubs, I have

a great aversion to them,* and always remember with

pleasure, your excellent advice about that sort of life.

They have no temptations for me, and I trust never

will. In all times, and all places, I shall ever remain.

Dear Sii',

Your faithful friend, and obliged, humble servant,

Philip Yorke.

sir r. m. keith to philip yorke, esq.

Dear Yorke, ^^^^'^^' ^^^^ ^"^' i^'*^"

I am ashamed to have delayed so long to

answer your letter of December 8th, which (I say it

* The clubs of that day, be it remembered, of which gambhng formed

the pi'ominent feature.
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without flattery) was a very striking picture of the

times, though not a pleasant one. You, my dear Yorke,

are one of the very few young men, who, with a sagacity

very uncommon at your age, can look upon the pursuits

of one half of mankind, and the childish amusements

of the other, with a good-humoured indulgence; yet

with a firm resolution to keep clear of both. The

House of Commons, as it is now constituted, and with

that spirit of licence and disorder which many of its

principal orators breathe, both within and without doors,

is become a second edition of Broughton's amphitheatre;

where, in my early youth, I have seen many bold

muscular fellows, who might have done honour to their

country, or bled nobly in her cause, demean themselves

so far, as to cut and slash one another, without any

real cause of quarrel, or any other ambition than that

of carrying ofi" the largest share of the pence collected

at the door, or thrown upon the stage, by the giddy

multitude. I am not one of those who think it unfair

to bait a minister ; on the contrary, I think a premier

the best and most proper of all wild beasts for that

sport. But I own that it appears to me the height of

cruelty, as well as madness, to tie Old JNIother England

down to the stake along with him ; and to turn loose

upon both all the Bourbon and American bull-dogs, in

hopes of creating glorious mischief and universal con-

fusion. Make haste, my dear Yorke, you and a score

more of my Vienna lads, to get into St. Stephen's

chapel ; and bestir yourselves in rescuing the worthy

old lady from being pulled to pieces, at the instigation

of her frantic children. Set her once fairly on her legs

again; keep foreign curs at a distance from her

dwelling—and then (in God's name,) take any minister,

or any half-dozen of placemen you please, and hunt

them down in whatever manner may best amuse you.

I shall rejoice in hearing of your sport, though in all
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probability, it will not be in my power to be an eye-

witness of it, as tbe indispensable duties of a foreign

mission can hardly be made compatible with those of a

member of Parliament.

I have, in justice to my constituents, let them know

that I shall not expose them at the general election, to

the continuation of the inconvenience they have felt, for

several years past, by the absence of their representative.

A better (because a more useful) servant of the public

will take my place ; and my only disappointment will

be that of not being able, in person, to applaud the

manly and disinterested principles which several of my
Vienna pupils are prepared to play in the House of

Commons. But I am filling my paper, while I have a

thousand thanks to give you for the very welcome token

of your remembrance which was delivered to me some

weeks ago. The antique is very pretty, and I need not

tell you that it wiU go with me to my grave. Let me
hear often from you, my dear Yorke, and believe me,

ever most cordially, your friend and servant,

R. M. Keith.

PATRICK BRYDONE,* ESQ, TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

London, June 9th, 1780.

Dear Sir,

I well know how much you must be alarmed

at our present tumults, and although you will probably

have more particular accounts of them than any I can

give you, I will not lose the opportunity of telling you

at least, that we hope they are now happily subsiding,

and all will be soon quiet again.

As I have only half an hour till the post goes off, I

* The celebrated ti'aveller in Sicily, to whom English readers are

indebted for the first acquaintance with the grand and picturesque

features of Mount Etna. His version, at the moment of a different

conflagration, it was thought might be acceptable.
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shall not go back to their origin; that you already

know, as well as the "tdolent proceedings of Tuesday

last, at both Houses of Parliament, where many of the

members were very roughly used.* A great mathe-

matician, who has been calculating all his life, assured

me he had computed the numbers which marched from

St. George's Fields, and that they were at least 30,000.

The streets were every where filled with them, and

many were already armed with clubs. On that night

they burnt down Newgate, and several private houses

;

Sir George Saville's and Lord Mansfield's of the

number. Most of his valuable MSS. Avere consumed.

The justices who presumed to act, were immediately

doomed to destruction, and their houses burnt or

pulled to pieces. Lord North's house was attacked

about tAVO in the morning, with flambeaux and faggots,

but a very few of the light horse who were placed in the

square, charged full gallop down the street, and they

were dispersed in a moment. On Wednesday they were

exceedingly tumultuous, and a proclamation, approach-

ing nearly to martial law, was issued in the evening.

They had set fire to the King's Bench, New Bridewell,

the Fleet, and many private houses : the appearance of

all these fires in different quarters was very tremendous.

Many parties of the Guards were sent, but when it

was too late ; for all these buildings were entirely

consumed.

* " It is hardly possible (writes one who was present) to conceive a

more grotesque appearance than the house exhibited. Some of their

lordships with their hair about their shoulders, more of them as pale as

the ghost in Hamlet, and all of them standing up in their several places and

speaking all together. Lord Mansfield came in with his wig dishevelled ;

the Archbishop of York had his lawn sleeves torn off, and flung in his

face. The Bishop of Lincoln's carriage was destroyed, and himself

taken, in a fainting fit, into a house ; the Duke of Northumberland was

robbed of his watch and purse, and Lord Sandwich narrowly escaped

destruction."

VOL. II. H
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As Lord North's house was threatened with a second

attack, I went to assist in defending it. We had several

false alarms during the night, but to our disappoint-

ment, no attack was made, for we were well prepared

to receive them. About three o'clock the two great

parties of the Guards returned ; Sir J. Wrottesley said

he had marched across St. George's Fields, passed the

King's Bench in flames, and attacked near the river

a large body of the rioters. They were not in the

least afraid; having persuaded themselves that the

soldiers would not fire on them. On the first discharge,

they dispersed, and he chased them with bayonets,

which completed the rout. Many of them had loaded

a boat with powder, and were going oif ; he fired on

them, and killed the greatest part ; the rest leaped into

the water and mud, and were stifled. Col. Leake, who
commanded the other party, marched to the Fleet,

where they were very riotous. Possessed with the

same infatuation, they would not stir, till the bayonets

touched them. He charged them, and they were

immediately dispersed; leaving, he thought, upwards

of 100 killed.

Next morning I went over all the ground, and found

the numbers had been much exaggerated. Two attempts

were made on the Bank, and many of the wretches were

killed. Not one of the soldiers of these parties was

hurt. I went through the whole city yesterday, and

saw very little disturbance; they have retired to lurking

places, and I do not believe they will ever dare to come

forth again. The consternation, however, was universal,

and all the shops were shut at five o'clock. Blue flags

were flying from every house. Parties of the Guards

were sent to pull them down ; and to tear the blue

cockades from every hat. Many made resistance, but

at last all comphed. I observed the people in all

quarters were arming themselves for their own defence

;
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ancl_, perhaps, it may not be so easy to make tliem disarm

again. Guards are placed at the houses of all the

Cabinet Ministers, and some others. We have now
about 10,000 troops in London; and as they are dis-

persed in every quarter, cannot, I think, be in any kind

of danger. If the officers could have acted at first,

without the civil magistrate, all would have been pre-

vented ; but the justices knew they would be sacrificed.

This day all has been quiet. A few wretches have

been taken, and some put to death ; and I suppose they

will be hung up or shot immediately, there being no

prisons left to confine them in. Indeed, they have not

had severity enough, which, at the beginning of such

tumults, would have been the truest mercy. I am told

they are now determined on \dgorous measures. A privy

council has sat for many hours this evening ; and I

believe they are sending Lord George Gordon to the

Tower at this very instant. I think they should have

sent him to Bedlam long ago. You would not know

London, were you to see it at present. Patroles and

reliefs are constantly passing through every street ; and

encampments in both the parks. The Parliament does

not meet till Monday the 19th, as it cannot exercise its

functions under martial law. What an opportunity for

an enterprising P— ! It is believed that the poor

enthusiast. Lord George, has been only a cat^s paw,

though unknown to himself, in this aflPair. There are

reports of commotions in the country, but I hear totally

without foundation ; and I do not believe that even the

present rioters will assemble in any numbers'. There

will be a violent push to repeal the act, but I hope they

will not be weak enough to comply. Lord George told

his people on Tuesday, that it would be repealed ; on

which they committed all these outrages. If anything

remarkable should happen, I shall take the liberty of

writing; but here is the bellman at the door. Our

H 2
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compliments to the ladies at Yienna, for whose health

and welfare we make vows and libations after dinner,

I have the honour to be^ with the sincerest respect and

attachment^ your most obliged servant,

Patrick Brydone.

SIR R. BI. KEITH TO ANDREW DRUMMOND; ESQ.

Vienna, June 28t7i, 1780,

I NEED not tell you, my dear Andrew, how much I

was afflicted and depressed by all the shocking accounts

which were received from England within the last ten

da.js. Neither shall I attempt to paint to you the shame,

as well as sorrow, with which I heard of those atrocious

outrages committed by a fanatical mob against those

ministers of peace whom foreign powers have sent

among them, and whose persons and habitations ought

to be peculiarly sacred^ both in the eye of public law,

and common sense. Such barbarous excesses would

dishonour a nation of savages. May they be the last of

the kind to disgrace om* annals ! and may the wisdom

and firmness of Government provide hereafter in the

most effective manner, for the support of the law of

nations, and of legal order throughout every part of the

British Empire ! Even these melancholy convulsions

may be turned in some shape to the advantage of the

pubhCj if a proper use is made by the Legislature, of

those salutary lessons Avhich they afford. God grant it

may be so ! we have need of such a reformation, and of

a steady hand to effect it.

A thousand thanks to you, my dear friend, for your

several letters, during these abominable disturbances

;

and particularly for that postscript to the last of them,

which gave me the first news of Lord George Gordon^s

being sent to the Tower. That welcome piece of news

Avas stiU very doubtful here, by all the letters of the 9th,
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wliicli had reached Vienna ; but I stuck to your infoi^-

mation, and you will judge Iiow much I was obliged to

you for it. Let the law have its full course with that

mad enthusiast ; and be you the first to tell me that

his punishment^ and that of every traitor who was deeply

engaged in that horrid plot, have avenged the laws of

England^ and the honour of our government. Pray, my
dear boy, give me every ray of light you can as to this

mysterious business, and send me every clever print

or publication it may produce. I don^t mind a few

guineas of expense on such an interesting occasion. Will

not some of the leaders of opposition see the errors

of their late conduct ? and make up for them here-

after by supporting government ? If Rodney and

Clinton would afford us a couple of handsome gazettes,

we should still hold up our heads, and laugh at the

Bourbons.

The interview between the Emperor and Czarina

succeeded so much to the satisfaction of all parties, that

these two sovereigns set out together in the same car-

riage for Smolensko. There they parted on the 11th

instant. The Emperor went to Moscow to pass a few

days, and from thence he proceeds to Petersburgh, to

make a second visit to the northern Semiramis. ]\Iay

much good result to humanity, from these repeated

meetings ! This monarchy, and that of Russia, ought

to live in good harmony and connexion with each other.

Your friend, Madame de Thun, and her eldest

daughter dine with me to-day, along with Prince

Kaunitz. The Pergens are in the country ; Madame
de P. desired me to thank you for your postscript, which

sent Gordon to the Tower. You would like the Vienna

people still better than you do, if you knew how much
they take to heart all our late distresses. How does

Chamier? I am most anxious till I hear that all the

fatigue of the last painful fortnight has not prevented
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his recovery.* Adieu, my dear Andrew; be assured

that every line you write in these perilous times is a real

obligation to

Yours ever most cordially,

R. M. K.

[Private.l

LORD STORMONTt TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Dear Sir,
SLJcmes^s,JulyU,mo.

Though I happen to be a good deal hurried

to-day, yet I cannot refuse myself the pleasure of thank-

ing you most sincerely for your very affectionate private

letter of the 24th past.

The attack intended, or at least threatened, against

my house did not take place, but I was wounded much
more sensibly than I could have been by any personal

outrage, by that offence to Lord Mansfield, the conse-

quences of which might have been dreadful indeed. J

But I thank God his health is not in the least affected,

and though he feels severely the loss of all his valuable

* Mr. Chamier being Secretary to the War Office, would necessarily be

much harassed by the sudden assembling and encamping of ti'oops.

f- Secretary of State, and nephew to the venerable judge.

J When the prisons of Newgate and Clerkenwell, the Fleet, the Mar-

shalsea, and the gaols of Southwark were emptied of their felons, the

houses of Sh' -Jolm Fielding, Mr. Hyde, and Mr. Cox, magistrates for

Middlesex, were plundered and bm-nt. The dwelling of the Lord Chan-

cellor was saved by posting m it a few soldiers ; but the abode of Lord

Mansfield met a different fate. Furniture, books, and pictures, and what

was a still more irreparable loss, his manuscripts, formed dm-ing a long

and active, a judicial and political life, all were sacrificed to the brute

rage of the rabble. The amiable Chief Justice escaped by a back way,

and wrapped in a cloak, arrived at the door of a friend, requestmg

admittance.

A private letter to Sii- R. M. Keith, written during the events, estimates

the loss in books, MSS,, bonds, and valuable papers, belonging to himself

and others, in Lord Mansfield's house at 40,000^. The general damage

to the city of London from 600,000^. to 800,000?.
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manuscripts, yet, upon tlie whole, lie shows a wonderful

calmness and serenity.

Cruel as this loss has been, yet perhaps the appear-

ance he made in Parliament the first time we met, after

the dreadful outrage, is so far an alle^dation, that it has

added to his fame, by placing him in a point of ^dew in

which he never could appear before. To rise up at such

a moment, quite unprepared (for he had not the least

intention of speaking that day), and with a calmness

and precision equal to any he had ever shown at any

time, to place the law of his country upon several great

and important points, and that, too, in such a manner
as to force assent from those who are not willing to give

it, is perhaps un trait unique in the history of the human
mind,*

The public tranquillity seems now perfectly re-esta-

blished, yet I still suspect there is a strong latent wish

to disturb it again. Whether we shall ever be able to

trace this conspiracy to its source, I know not. That

the evil was not accidental, but has a root, and a deep

and foul one too, I firmly beheve. Adieu, dear Sir. I

repeat my sincerest thanks for all your partiahty and
friendship, and ever am

Your most faithful, humble servant,

Stormont.

* The sentiments of Lord Mansfield (whose opinion has ever since

been regarded as constitutional law) claim the utmost attention, and the

consideration of his years and suiferings m the late tumults, added to the

interest with which he was regarded. In proffering his opinion (which

accurately illustrated the question, and disembarrassed it from all pre-

vious doubts) he avowed that he had formed it without having recourse

to books ; adding the pathetic exclamation, " Indeed I have no hoolcs to

considt ! " All his auditors seemed to deplore the loss he had sustained

as a national misfortune and disgrace.
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MRS. MONTAGU^ TO SIR R, M. KEITH.

o August loth; 1780.

I am afraid tliat since tlie time of Ulysses,, to

this very day, though a long interval, there have not

been many travellers whose object it has been to see

cities and men, with that attentive observation which

could render them worthy to be introduced to the

acquaintance of the most distinguished men, and to an

advantageous recommendation to the most august cities.

However, if I had not been convinced that Mr. Meeke

had the best views in his travels, I should not have

encouraged his going to Vienna, and less still should

have made it my request to Sir Robert Keith to have

afforded him the great honour and advantage of his

protection and countenance. What does Mr. Meeke

more honour than my good opinion, is that of the Uni-

versity of Cambridge, where he was educated; who,

hearing his intention to go abroad, without his solicita-

tion, conferred on him what is called a travelling

fellowship ; by which it is plain they think him not

only capable of improving himself by travel, but of

bringing home some addition to the public stock of

learning and knowledge. I hope, therefore, to be excused

the liberty I have taken, in giving him this address to

your Excellency.

I must confess that I envy one who is going to visit

Vienna. Where can one see a man who is as great

when he lays aside his title of emperor, as when he

* Mi's. Montagu, whose defence of Slial^espeare against the aspersions

of Voltaire, and other productions, gave her for many years a higli literary

reputation. Being present at tlie French Academy at the reading of tlie

invective, " bearing (says Walpole) all the marks of passionate dotage,"

and being asked by another French academician (Suard) whether what

she had listened to had not given her some pain, she wittily replied,

" By no means, as Monsieur de Voltaire is no friend of mine."
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appears under that august title ? and a woman, as good

while she exercises imperial power, as those you read of

in the histories of pious saints and spotless matrons ?

Their Imperial Majesties are determined to show, that

their personal merit renders them superior to the high-

est elevation the institutions of this world can bestow.

If there should be any commands in London that I

can execute, I beg you will intrust me with them. If

you think any of our new publications worth your

attention, I shall be ' happy to show on that, or any

occasion, with what regard

I am your Excellency's

Most obedient and most humble servant,

Elizabeth Montagu.

As a pendant, or, rather, contrast, to this somewhat

pedantic epistle, from the original leader of the Blue

Stocking coterie, may be given another celebrated corre-

spondent's more feminine communication :

—

MRS. PIOZZI TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Sir,
London,mo.

It shocks me to be troublesome to you about

such trifles; but the people of the custom-house at

Franckenmark, seized some furs of mine, which, though

old and much worn, were of particular value to me,

because they were my mother's. They took, at the

same time, a satin gown, half made up, some crape, to

make me a cap on the road, and three hanks of thread,

that my maid worked with. For this ofi'ence, Mr. Piozzi

paid fifteen zechins. Mr. Piozzi hoped to have at least

his money restored, but I believe that too is contraband,

for the Abbe Trenti writes us word, that witliout the

goods, we cannot see the guineas. The former, we hear,

are detained at the frontiers, for want of an ambassador's
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protection. I therefore take the liberty to beg for

the honour of your instructions ; what we ought to do

what we ought to hope, and what we ought to pay,

for having carried to Vienna an old fur petticoat, piir-

chased in this toAvn just thirty years ago, and half worn

out before it came into the possession of. Sir,

Your very obedient and very humble servant,

Hester Piozzi.

marshal conway to sir r. m. keith.

Dear Sir Robert, ^-^- ^^-^' ''''' ^'^^•' '^^'-

I had so long and kind a letter, so deserving

of my utmost thanks and attention, that I feel myself

the most idle and ungrateful of "wretches, in having

made no answer to it. You desire me in it to write

soon, and often ! You see I am fair in stating my
delinquency, nay, I will go farther, and state the whole

of it ; ^tis a punishment I deserve ! The Parliament

sat indeed an endless time, and was a very troublesome

one—but it has long been over, and I have as little to

plead in my favour as possible. The only shred I can

find to cover my shame, is drawn from your own letter,

where I find a confession of similar delinquency.

I have owned, and again own my fault however, and

though I remind you of this, I do not mean to excuse

myself, or accuse you ; but His my last poor redoubt,

from whence I do not dream of defending myself, but

barely to hope for terms, such as your generosity may

grant ; and pray give me that consolation soon.

You say a thousand true and excellent things upon

the state of political affairs in our unhappy country.

I feel as you do, the utility and necessity of all kinds

of peace, mais le moyen ? To be " angry and sin not,"

is of all, I believe, the hardest lesson among men.

You say " Parliament should correct faults and punish
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crimes:" but that "peace at home is necessary, to

make vigorous war, or procure peace abroad." True

—but how to correct faults, or punish crimes, and yet

keep peace at home ? Opposers say, " the country is

undoing daily by bad measures ;" supporters say, " do

not obstruct the operations of government." If a

doctor ordered poison to his patient, or a surgeon

proposed a fatal amputation, and they were to say,

" Hush ! let us alone ! don't disturb us in our mea-

sures, and all will go well"—must the poor patient die

for peace' sake? I myself am but a miserable tame

politician, contemned by the Avarm and vigorous ones

for that sneaking vice called candoiu\ Yet I really

have, I think, seen an unjust and unnatural war,

unnecessarily begun, obstinately persevered in, and

very miserably conducted. T could not quite have the

optimism of the good Candide, and say all was for the

best ! Yet opposition is faction in all its shapes ! to

had fault is to discompose, and indeed it does so ; for

those you find fault with are angry, if you are not.

There is, it would seem, no differing without squab-

bling, nor finding fault without giving ofi'ence ; and

the dilemma of peaceably-disposed and unambitious

men is sometimes great, in certain situations.

I certainly, in my little sphere, have blamed some-

times ; because I have thought that to make Parliament

a mere register of ministerial decrees, or simply the

banker of the nation, and make no distinction between

right and wrong, was of two evils the greatest. But

I have neither promoted county meetings, nor mad
associations, nor signed petitions, nor remonstrances;

nor been for botching the constitution by short par-

liaments, and equal representation. I see defects in

our constitution, which is an excellent piece of patch-

work, but I don't know how to mend them. The

Parliament, I am afraid, would not if they could,
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unless they are mended themselves; and / dread the

heavy hand of the people in such operations. What I

have been most hurt at was to hear constantly those

who were supporting those parliamentary measures by

which the war was begun and continued, as freely

condemning them out of the house, in all conversations,

as they who opposed them ; and that could not but be

mortifying and provoking to one, who thought his vote

and conduct in Parliament a serious duty, not a

mere farce, and who thought he saw from the first

day, all the horrors and dangers of this unfortunate

war, and beheved they might have been avoided. My
prophecies are upon record; facts have too fatally

verified them ; and I can only say that having little

ambition, and a very simple zeal for the prosperity of

my country, I most cordially Avish I had been as much
in the wrong, as I certainly was in the right.*

We have lost three islands, and, I doubt, thirteen

provinces, I wish Ireland may be as secure to the

dominion of this country, as those provinces might

have been ; and after spending sixty or seventy millions,

I doubt we are now evidently struggling against a

superior force, after contriving to shake off" everything

we could ever call our ally. I will dwell no longer on

this odious subject. Providence or our better Genius

may perhaps avert these evils. There is such a tide in

the affairs of men, its refluxes are sometimes sudden

and extraordinary, and of all things the most uncom-

fortable and unmanly is to despair !

I am, therefore, not for yielding dishonourably, but

for more exertion, and so I have long been; and I

* " Marshal Conway (says Walpole) carried his motion for a pacifica-

tion with America, by a majority of nineteen. His speech was full of

wit, spirit, and severity ; and Mr. Fox complimented him publicly on this

second triumph, he having been the mover of the repeal of the Stamp

Act."
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must say for myself, and those I have oftenest agreed

with, that though condemning the Avar, I have never

opposed any of the means for carrying it on. I hear

nothing of late of that mischievous madman, Lord

George Gordon. Amidst some harm he has done, he

may, perhaps, have the accidental merit of checking, by

the absurdity of his insurrection, a mohhish spirit of

reformation, which I think might have made our

bad business worse.

Lady Ailesbury sends kindest regards.

Ever your faithful and affectionate,

H. S. C.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO A. B. DRUMMOND, ESQ.

Vienna, October \Uh, 1780.

What the devil is the matter with Old England, my
dear Andrew, that she has lost every grain of her

ancient spirit and perseverance ? The absurdities with

which every paper has been filled since the arrival of

General Dalrymple from New York, and the mean-

spirited despondency which one half of our fellow-citizens

display upon the least untoward accident, are to me
constant sources of shame, as well as sorrow. I find it

a hard matter to hold my head as high as I shall ever

wish to hold it, amidst a score of foreign ministers who,

(upon the faith of our own representation of the

situation of our ajffairs) look upon the faithless Bourbons

as the very lords of the ascendant. What have these

Bourbons done? what are they about to do, which

ought to give them a just claim to that ascendancy?

We ourselves must continue for a length of time to

betray our own cause, to dishearten our own fleets and

armies, to crouch under a burden which our forefathers

woul'd have supported most manfully, ere it can be

possible for such a nation as ours to lose its weight and

consideration in Europe. Bitter foes and false friends,
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have brought us, indeed, into imminent danger; but

we have stni a fair field before us, and a cause so

manifestly just that if we are true to ourselves, Heaven

will certainly assist us.

You see, my dear Andrew, by this solemn preamble,

that I am stung to the quick by the last letters from

England. I pray of you, therefore, to ransack all

London, for such good news, or at least well-founded

expectations, as may enable me to stem with honour

the torrent of falsehood and presumption with which

the Bourbons are preparing to overflow all Europe.

I had almost said that in so doing you will render a

service to the public ; for my situation here makes the

game I have to play of some importance. But at least

you wiU render an essential service to an old and

trusty friend who serves his country with a warm and

assiduous zeal, which in these pusillanimous times is

not without some share of merit.

I have read with great pleasure the list of new

members of Parliament. No less than six or seven-and-

twenty of my Vienna lads will sit in St. Stephen's

chapel ; and they, / trust, will strive strenuously and

successfully to set old dame England upon her legs

again. They will at least give her ladyship fair play,

and not permit a parcel of ungrateful children to

smother her with the cushions of her own feather bed.

Give me news of the brave Rodney ; he has kept up

the honour of our navy amidst a thousand dangers.

Will not Darby give us a tight bout soon with that

blustering and mongrel commander, D^Estaing? So

Darby is going to victual Gibraltar ! If so, they must

meet. Adieu, my dear Andrew—a word, a cheerful

word ; it will be worth a king's ransom to yours ever,

R. M. K.
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTER.

Vienna, \st Bee. 1700.

It is with sincere grief that I sit down to acquaint

jou, my dear Anne, with the very great loss this country

has sustained by the death of the Empress Queen,

which happened on the evening of the 29th November,

and has thrown this whole monarchy into the deepest

affliction. The Empress began to complain of a \iolent

cold, attended with a cough and oppression in breathing

about the 18th. No danger was apprehended for several

days ; but from the morning of Saturday last, all the

symptoms became more alarming, and the disease was

supposed to be a dropsy of the chest. The tender

affection and care with which the Emperor and all the

children of the imperial family attended their mother

through her whole illness, were highly exemplary, and

endeared them more and more to all the subjects of

Austria. Her Imperial Majesty took the most affecting

leave of them all, and continued to exert her benevolence

and charity in a great many instances ; and showed, to

her last moments, that piety, fortitude, and resignation,

which had so eminently distinguished her whole life.

No sovereign was more justly, nor more universally

regretted, though every person in these kingdoms is

persuaded that all that is great and good is to be

expected from her successor.

I need not tell my sisters how much I share in the

general sorrow, nor that my hands are full of business

at the commencement of a new reign, which must be an

object of great attention to every Court in Europe.

The Empresses danger increased so rapidly, that I

could not write to my private correspondents by my
servant, whom I dispatched to England a few hours

after her death. I am certain that the news will create
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many painful feelings wherever it is carried. The body-

will be opened this mornings and we shall know the

real name of the fatal disease ; and the burial will be on

Sunday evening. All public diversions will be suspended

for the whole winter^ and those young folks who thirsted

after the pleasures of a long and gay carnival^ Avill be

greatly disappointed. For my part, I lose nothing by

the suppression of public shows, and my only wish

is to see my chosen friends in tolerable health. Decem-

ber 2nd.—The Empresses body has been opened, and

the fatal disease appears to have been induration of

the lungs, and suffocation, the consequences of excessive

corpulence. The burial will take place to-morrow

evening, and with less pomp than usual, according to

her last ivill. Her humility has gone so far as to forbid

every sort of funeral oration. She has thought of every-

thing and every body in her testament; has made

provision for her younger children, left pensions and

tokens of remuneration to all her faithful servants, and

ordered a montVs pay extraordinary to be distributed

to the whole army.

In short, my dear Anne, the late reign has left a most

striking and edifying example. May the new one be

equally glorious and less chequered by the vicissitudes

of fortune ! I have written so much during the last

four days, that my fingers almost refuse to hold the pen.

I have only to add my hearty service to all the sister-

hood and Aunt Bab. I expect great things from

America, if dissension does indeed display itself among

the rebels. Adieu, my dear friend.

Ever yours most cordially,

R. M. K.
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTER.

Vienna, JarMary \st, 1781.

I BEGIN my new year by the most affectionate wishes

for the happiness of the sisterhood, and aunt Bab.*

Health and contentment be your constant companions,

together with that relish of life which doubles all its

enjoyments. I am well and hearty, notwithstanding

such a load of business as few men could go through

without assistance. My young secretary is full of doci-

lity and attention ; but since the hour he came into my
house, I have had such constant and indispensable

occupation, that I have not been able to teach him the

mechanical part of the profession ; so that all his good

will is of no avail to me. However, I never grudge

trouble, when it can forward the public service ; and my
sisters will be glad to learn that I have in the full

and most flattering approbation of all my superiors,

repeated upon fifty occasions, and without reserve, the

best reward of my labours which I can possibly desire.

This I say with real gratitude towards my sovereign,

and his confidential servants, who treat me with so

much kindness and indulgence. The present situation

of Europe, and particularly of Great Britain, calls

for the zealous exertions of every honest man who
holds a public employment ; mine are both hearty and
assiduous. May Heaven render them useful ! So much
by way of preface to a busy year ; and, I hope, a pros-

perous one.

This capital is what it ought to be, after such a loss

as the nation has sustained. We are employed in reca-

pitulating the exemplary life of the deceased sovereign,

in blessing her memory, and in following, with just

encomiums, every wise and paternal step of her illustrious

* The nonagenarian sister of his father, before mentioned.

VOL. II. I
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successor. He is a man of very superior abilities^ join eel

to that unweared application to the duties of liis high

station^ which are, to his subjects, sure pledges of the

justice and beneficence of his reign.

I wish I could find time to tell you a few of the well

authenticated anecdotes which relate to the Empress's

death ; as I am sure you would agree with me in

thinking, that no Roman matron, or Romish saint, ever

met her dissolution with as much calm fortitude as

Maria-Theresa. One I must mention, as it will do good

to the hearts of the sisterhood. From the moment that

the Empress found herself in imminent danger, she

seemed to forget the sufferings of a painful and deadly

disease, and employed every minute in arranging the

affairs of her kingdoms, in explaining her intentions

relative to her family, her friends, her servants, and

even her own interment. This she did with a presence

of mind truly astonishing. After several days, in which

her beneficence had had its full scope, she found such

difficulty in breathing, that she could no longer enjoy a

moment of rest or ease in bed. As she sat in her chair,

she inchned her head back, and seemed inclined to

slumber. One of her women arranged the cushions

round her dying sovereign, and asked in a whisper, if

her Majesty would compose herself to sleep? " ~^o,"

said the Empress, (raising herself,) " I could sleep ; but

Death is too near ; and I must not let him steal upon

me in tliat way. I have been preparing for his approach

these fifteen years, and I am resolved to look him in

the face without fear or horror." And she did so ; for

she ordered her physician to give her notice aloud when

death was at hand, and she employed her parting breath

in thanking Heaven, and blessing her people, and her

children. Peace be with her manes ! She was a good-

hearted, a generous and magnanimous Princess, as any

one who ever did honour to her sex, and to humanity

!
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I am sure you thank me for this anecdote, which T

give you for your private satisfaction, and that of my
cronies, and intimate friends. God bless you all.

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO PHILIP YORKE, ESQ.

Vienna, January IQth, 1781.

Dear Yorke,

The knowledge 1 have of the essential good

qualities both of your head and heart, prevented me
from attributing your unusual silence to any other cause

but that of your troublesome and tedious election

business. I saw with real satisfaction the happy issue of

it ; and though I regret that the contest led you into such

an enormous expense, yet I shall think the money well

employed, if it has fixed your family interest in the

county upon so solid a foundation, that no Jew or

Christian Crcesus shall dare hereafter to attempt to

overthrow it.

Your own character, my dear Yorke, and that kind

attention which you will always be disposed to show to

your constituents in their private concerns, will soon

make you the friend of the county ; and I know no

situation in life more truly respectable, than that of an

independent member of parliament, to whom a whole

county looks up, not for dirty jobs, but for the candid

and efficacious support of their just claims upon Govern-

ment. May you long enjoy the pre-eminence of that

situation, with every delightful feeling which belongs

to a humane disposition, and a clear conscience !

In politics, I have long, in my own imagination,

marked out your line, my dear Yorke. Truth, inde-

pendence, and application will guide you through every

step, till you arrive at that well-earned esteem and

national consideration which enlarge the means of doing

I 2
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good,* and are undoubtedly the most valuable prizes

which a man of good sense and moderate ambition can

ever wish to obtain. I would not see you at the head

of the Treasury if I could ; I love you too well to wish

you ever to barter the heartfelt contentment and

domestic happiness for which nature has formed you,

for all the fame, and all the power of the most envied

minister of state ! I imagine that Sir Joseph Yorke

will be in England before this reaches you. You know,

my dear Yorke, from how many motives of attachment

and gratitude I must ever take the warmest interest in all

that concerns one who has honoured me with his friend-

ship for more than four-and-twenty years. I have pitied

his situation for the last twelve months, in a country from

which integrity and gratitude seem to have taken their

flight. I was prepared for many dirty tricks on the

part of those mean-spirited and faithless republicans;

but my idea of their turpitude did not go so far as the

late instances of their folly and falsehood have shown

that they can go. Sir Joseph has acted the part of a

true friend to Holland, and to the Prince of Orange

;

it must gall him exceedingly to find that by words, and

unwearied example, he has preached so long in vain. But

he has his recompense in the testimony of his own con-

science, and in the full approbation of the King, and the

whole nation. May the fate which the Dutch deserve

bring them soon back to a sense of their errors, and the

hearty desire of repairing them, and may Sir Joseph be

their political saviour !

Our Emperor has behaved like an angel ever since

his accession, and shows such assiduity and superior

talents in all the duties of his high station, that his

subjects, and all Europe, may promise themselves much

* A prognostic fully realised, in the Chancellorship of the University

of Cambridge, and Lord Lieutenancy of Ireland ; offices discharged by

the Earl of Hardwicke with the most universal approbation.
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good from liis reign. The first seven ^veeks of our

mourning {wliicli lasts sis months) being over, we

hope in a few days to be allowed to pay our court to

him, for the first time since the lamented death of the

Empress Queen ; and I shall carry into his presence,

along with the sincere good wishes of all the English

nation, as much personal veneration and attachment*

as any one of his subjects. Adieu, dear Yorke; honour

and happiness attend you !

T? M K

[Confidential.}

SIR R. M. KEITH TO ANDREAV DRUMMOND, ESQ.

Tie7ma, Jan. I'dtJi, 1781.

Joy and comfort be with my excellent Drummonds,

male and female, and with all the Gang, in this lively

and decisive year, and in many following ones. I have

no wishes more ardent than those I ofler you all, and

it grieved me to be obliged to send Wiffin to England

two days ago without charging him with them. But,

my dear Andrew, I am, and have been for several

months past, the veriest slave that ever tugged at the

political oar, and without a soul to assist me. How,

and to what purpose I have rowed, let my superiors

tell, and if I help to bring the vessel safely into port,

no creature within the bounds of your blessed island

will be happier, or more contented than myself. My
superiors load me with kindness and commendation;

they treat me with that confidence which marks sincere

esteem ; they reward me in the way of all others which

is the best suited to my feelings and disposition ; but as

to fortune, my dear Andrew, I never cared much about

it, and nobody else seems to bestow a thought upon what

Keith^s circumstances or his claims are. When I say

nobody, I mean of those who hold the loaves and

* The feeling was mutual on the part of the Emperor Joseph,

throughout his life.
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fishes ; for I know that my private friends, my chosen

and trusty few, are more solicitous about my fortune

than I am. But I will not tire you with grievances

which I defy to distui'b my peace of mind. I have my
recompense in my own breast, and in those of my
friends ; and if the distributors of good things remain

unmindful of an old and faithful servant, because he

has too much honest pride to become a teazing dun,

tant pis pour eux ! they have worse hearts than mine,

whatever their heads may be.

I am the busiest man in Christendom, and shall be

the most contented, if the government put in execution

their talked-of idea of sending my fast friend of

upwards of thirty years, Sir Joseph Yorke, to help me
in my negotiation. But when the time may come (if

ever) for such an appointment, depends on the events

of war, and the capricious, as well as insidious politics

of our Bourbon enemies. Sir Joseph is one of the

oldest and most intimate friends I have in the world,

and his nomination would be to me the most welcome

event ; because I am certain that neither he, nor those

who send him, will seek to suppress what little share

of merit I can already justly claim on my own bottom.

Thank God ! there is not a more disinterested man in

Great Britain than myself; but justice must be done

to me, for the honour of the Clan Keith.*

Adieu, yours ever,

R. M. K.

* That honour could not be better promoted, nor the character of one

of its most distinguished members better elucidated, than by this confi-

dential expression of his inmost sentiments upon a point where a more

selfish or interested person might have felt differently. The rumoured

conjunction with him, in the negotiation for a general treaty, of Sir

Joseph Yorke (rendered convenient and desirable from the peculiar inti-

macy of the latter with the intricate Dutch afifau's), had been viewed by

some of Sir Robert's friends (among others Marshal Conway, to whom
it dictated two most affectionate and brotherly letters) with a sensitive

feeling of jealousy on his behalf, from which it will be seen that he him-
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MR. RIGBY* TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Pay Office, Jan. '21s?, 1781.

Dear Keith,

My porter tells me that your messenger arrived

from Vienna on Thursday last, and returns to you in a

few days. It would be unpardonable iu me not to take

this opportunity of a safe conveyance, though I have

httle perhaps to tell you. I hope this courier from

you brings good tidings from the Emperor, of a friendly

disposition to this country, which at this hour is in

a state it never found itself before. I must begin

by assuring you that since my friends Gower and

self was totally free ; lest the honour to accrue from the successful termi-

nation of hostilities should be in any way shared by another. Lord

Stormont, who from congenial delicacy of character seems ah^ays to

have appreciated him, perfectly knew this when he wrote :

—

{Private.'] " St. James's, March 30th, 1781.

" I was very sure that his Majesty's intention of joining Sir Joseph

Yorke in the future negotiation, would be highly agreeable to you. It is

a great satisfaction to the King, if this great work does go on, that the

business will be conducted by two ministers, who are so closely united in

friendship, and who will vie with each other in talents, activity, and zeal.

It has, of com'se, always been his Majesty's intention that you should both

be on exactly the same footing, and have equal treatment in cell respects.

But neither of the appointments can take place until it is known that the

Bourbon Courts have accepted the mediation."

That the idea was at the time relinquished, is matter of history ; but

Sir R. Keith's strenuous previous efforts were highly appreciated.

* Richard Rigby, Esq., Secretary to the Duke of Bedford, in Ireland,

and afterwards paymaster to the forces. His convivial quahties, for

which (as well as great I'eadiness and spirit in debate) he was celebrated,

are thus described by Mr. Wilkes :
—" Mr. Rigby has generosity and

spirit, he is an excellent hon vivant, amiable and engaging. ]\Ir. Rigby

has all the gifts, and gambols, and flashes of merriment which set the table

in a roar, though the day after a cruel headache may succeed. I should

like to spend all my days with Mr. Pitt, but I am afraid that at night I

should often skulk to Mr. Rigby and his friends."

—

Butler's Reminiscences.

To the above, Mr. Rigby united the more sterling qualities of sound

stnse, great goodness of heart, and warmth in the service of his friends.
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Weymouth withdrew themselves, and particularly since

the death of poor Chamier, (which I can never enough

lament,) I have not been in habits enough with any of

the King's servants to know more of their secrets than

I do of those of the ministers at the Court of Vienna.

I don^t covet the contrary; preferring the situation of

an unresponsible paymaster to any other I could have

under existing circumstances.

Our new Parliament, from the little specimen we

have yet had of it, seems at least as well disposed to

support government as the last. Not that I think

them over fond of the ministers ; but that numbers of

them detest the opposition. This party, perhaps the

most respectable one in this kingdom at present, and

which is a very numerous one, I call the opposition to

the opposition ; who despise the ministers, but hate and

detest their antagonists; and by their strength and

support this ministry stands, and bids fair to remain

;

more especially, as added to this circumstance, the

opposition are split and divided amongst one another

to such a degree, that Shelburne and Burke keep no

bounds in their abuse of each other. Nor even do the

Rockingham party hold the same doctrine upon the

material article to be brought into Parliament from the

Yorkshire committee, of shortening the duration of

Parliaments, and introducing one hundred new knights,

for counties. Sir George Savile is to go those lengths

:

Lord Rockingham and Burke hold back. These cir-

cumstances will explain to you the present state of

those parties. As to the ministers, they remain, as

usual, totally unconnected with each other, depending

and relying wholly upon our royal master. The Chan-

cellor grumbles and goes on. Wedderburn begins to

grow impatient with his inactive situation of Chief

Justice of the Common Pleas, and with the smallness

of its income, not sufficient, it seems, to support the
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splendour of nobility. We have not seen the Advocate *

this session; and I hear he has been too ill to come

from Scotland yet. In a full House^ and a warm debate^

we shall have occasion for his eloquence and spirit !

I live much^ and in great cordiality with the Drum-
monds, who are the best people in the world. I tell

Bob he is of the party I describe, as opposition to the

opposition, which is his case. Harry is a better courtier,

for he has one of the best contracts that ever man had,

and I rejoice that it is so.t

I imagine we are not likely to see you soon at home,

I own, without flattery to you, that I am very glad you

happen to be at this time at the Emperor's J Cornet.

I am not politician enough to know if it is in his power,

should it be his inclination, to step forth a friend to

Great Britain ; I only know that we want him. Whether

news is come from Petersburg!!, or whether it be

favourable or hostile, you are much more likely to know
than I am ; as well as whether we have friends enough

left in Holland to persuade the Dutch to cry peccavi,

as some people report is the case.

Jan. -IQth.

Since I began this letter, the King's message has

been sent to both Houses, notifying the Dutch war

;

and 101 members of the House of Commons, together

with a few peers, have condemned the measure. What
passed in the House of Lords confirms my account

of the state of parties; for Shelburne and Camden

aff'ectedly disclaimed all political connection with any

party or parties whatsoever.

Our fleet is to sail for the relief of Gibraltar

* H. Dundas, afterwards Lord Melville.

t This Kicrative contract the Messrs. Drumniond resigned, that their

parliamentary conduct might be unfettered.

X Joseph the Second, whose I'ecent accession rendered his sentiments

extremely important.
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immediately. I wish for a sea-fight, even at a dis-

advantage of numbers ; for nothing puts the people of

this country so much (nor in my opinion so justly) out

of humom-, as these inactive naval campaigns. I can't

help telling you that your friend Wraxall spoke incom-

parably well in the debate on the Dutch war. He had

matter enough for a doze7i speeches, good elocution,

with a tolerable voice. But he gave the House too

much ; for he has not sat there long enough yet to know

that knowledge and good sense don^t make their way

so well in that place as confidence and abuse,*

And now, my dear Keith, after thanking you a

thousand times again for all your goodness to my
nephew, you will be pleased to hear that I am very well

satisfied with him. He is a well-bred, good-humoured,

pleasant gentleman, as free from vice as I could wish

to see him. He never games, the rock upon which all

the young men of fashion split and are cast away. I

allow him 1000/. a-year ; he comes and goes to Mistley

as he pleases ; in short, we are on the best terms. Excuse,

if I bore you about him. Yours, ever,

Richard Rigby.

* Wraxall, whose dehut is thus leniently, if not favourably mentioned

here, is said by later correspondents to have utterly disgusted the House

by the lengthiness and wide range of topics embraced in his speeches.

Their reception, and discursive nature, are thus characterised in one of the

wittiest of the jeux d'esjorit called " Probationary Odes," in which the

matter and manner of the speakers of the day are held up to ridicule :

—

" Murrain seize the House of Commons !

Hoarse catarrh their wind-pipes shake,

Who, deaf to troubled learning's summons,

Rudely coughed whene'er I spake,

* I burn, I burn, I glow, I glow,

With antique and with modern lore
;

I rush from Bosphorus to Po,

From Nilus to the Nore !

"

It has been mentioned, that though a lively narrator in point and in

i
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO ANDREW DRUMMOND, ESQ.,

ON HIS MARRIAGE.

Vienna, May Uth, 1781.

She is the very woman ! the handsome^ untainted,

^arm-hearted Avoman I had so long marked out in my
own mind for you ; and you are the happiest man in

Christendom, my dear Andrew ; and you will be long

so, because both you and sweet Lady Mary* have right

heads, as well as warm hearts. You are both made

for domestic happiness—you know its value—you have

a competency and fair prospects, and your blood has

not an icy particle in it ! Ergo, my young friends

Andrew and Mary shall be as happy as the day is

long ; and, Heaven knows, I not only applaud but share

their happiness.

I congratulate Bob and Tatty, and Bess and Harry,

and Lady Egmont, and your bride, and myself! Why
did you not tell me the precise day of your nuptials,

my sweet boy Andrew, that I might have made it

a holiday in my household ? Every living creature

would have celebrated it with joy, for every body loves

Dm, dm, and sends a million of wishes. The Thun is

delighted with your marriage—so are all ; the Pergen

says you are such a husband as she wishes for her

daughters ; the Hoyos whispers, " que Lady Mary est

une femme fort heureuse !"

Here comes a d—d fellow with a long paper, which

I must read. Lord ! Andrew ! let no child of yours

ever be bred a politician; it is all buckram and stay-

tape, and not one man in a hundred knows the true

secret of the trade. I will tell it you in two words

—

be honest, discreet, and active
;
prove to mankind they

conversation, his letters are too common-place to have afforded room
(with one exception) even for extract here.

* Daughter to the Earl of Egmont.
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may trust jo\i, and they will ! My politician grows

impatient : I must throw down the pen ; but first let

me embrace the clan Drummond, including Lady

Mary, with whom I have been in love these six years !

Write to me, you dog, or I shall—pay my devoirs

to her lad3^ship in j'jer^ore. And now to the business

of Europe ! Yours ever,

E. M. K.

The patriotic disinterestedness with which, while

sympathising with the "hopes deferred^^ of his " six-

and-eightpenny" brother veterans, Sir R. M. Keith was

content to wait nearly twenty years for another regi-

ment (his own having been disbanded in 1763), was

amply rewarded by the terms in which official and

private friends hailed the tardy appointment. His

principal thus notifies it :

—

LORD STORMONT* TO SIR R. M, KEITH.

St. James's, Oct. ]2tJt, 1781.

Dear Sir,

I have no matter for an official letter to-day

;

but I cannot omit the earliest opportunity of congra-

tulating you upon the distinguished mark of his

Majesty's favour just conferred upon you, by appointing

you to the command of the 10th regiment, vacant by

the death of General Sandford, the news of whose death

arrived only the day before yesterday. This event must

give the warmest pleasure to all your friends, but to

none more than to your most faithful humble servant,

Stormont.

Lord Frederick Campbell thus writes on the occasion :

"This post has given me the greatest pleasure

imaginable. How I rejoice to hear, my dear Sir Robert

* Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.
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Keith, that you are at last at the head of an old regi-

ment, and in Great Britain ! Though the dogs will

insist on having breeches, (which was not always the

case,) yet Snip may cover your myrmidons well, and

not suffer the colonel to be a loser. I hope now to

live long enough to see you rich, your estate improving,

and yourself one of the happiest of creatures, at home.

Lady Frederick joins me in many a good wish and

heartfelt congratulation on the present occasion.

"Yom-s, my dear Sir Robert, most faithfully,

'' F. C."

SIR R. M. KEITH TO ANDREW DRUMMOND, ESQ.

Vienna, Nov. 3rd, 178].

My best thanks to you, my dear Andrew, for your

hearty congratulations upon an event which was equally

necessary in point of finance and of comfort. The value

of this favour has been greatly enhanced by the very

gracious expressions which accompanied my nomina-

tion, and the very friendly part which Lord Stormont

and Lord Amherst took in what concerned me. I know
how all my Drummonds feel on the occasion, and my
gratitude is quite at home among them. I cannot add

a grain to my zeal for the public ser\dce : it has long

been carried to the utmost pitch of my abilities ; but I

shall seize with double pleasure every opportunity that

may present itself of acquitting a part of the debt I owe

to my country. She had need of more successful

servants than I am ; but I defy her to have any one

more assiduously or more cheerfully active than I am in

every possible exertion. So much for self—now for

public news. I hate all those indecisive actions, like

this last, off the Chesapeak; and I pray Heaven that

Digby, with his reinforcement, may have determined

our fleet to make another and speedy attack upon de
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Grasse ; else I shall be greatly in pain for brave Lord

Cornwallis. I am glad of Johnston^s capture, for his

sake, and for the effect it Tvill produce at Amsterdam

;

and the arrival of so large and rich a fleet of East India-

men will no doubt be a well-timed support to the Com-
pany and the national credit. But it is not money we
want (you see I speak like the colonel of an old regi-

ment), but blood for our money (as John Bull used to

say) ; for how tlie devil do you think we can make a

peace for you till you have shown that you can make
Avar in the old British style ?

Yours, R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO ANDREW DRUMMOND, ESQ.

Vienna, Feb. 27 th, 1782.

The winds and weather are against us, and to the

most vexatious degree of obstinacy, and Heaven knows

what is going on in Old England since the 5th of Feb-

ruary ! The loss of the English mails of the 1st, has

put me in a blessed humour, but you would like me
worse if I bore it with more philosophy. The only

piece of good news I have heard is, that Guichen

had not sailed from Brest on the 10th instant. This

will give our brave Rodney a month's start of the

Bourbons, and I trust he will make a decisive use of it.

If this year deceives my expectations, I fly to the con-

vent upon the top of the Calenberg, from which the use-

less monks are to be soit aivay, and it will make a noble

retirement for a disappointed politician, who will have

had a surfeit of his troublesome and fruitless trade.

Before I withdraw to my hill, I am, however, resolved

to gaze "svith all my eyes at the strangest of all sights,

the Pope of Rome in the streets of Vienna ! His

Holiness seems to add to the fervent zeal of an officious

missionary, a certain share of holy obstinacy, which

induces him to carry this strange project into execution
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against much good advice, and the frank declaration

that his eloquence must prove ineffectual. He will

be with us soon after Easter; but if he will appear in

his own, or in a questionable shape, is not yet known,

I shall behave to him as the most civil and well-bred of

all heretics ; and if any relation of yours has any j^ri^^-ate

request to put to his Holiness, I think I can promise

you its success. If you and Lady IMary stand in need

of the Pope's blessing, say the word, and you shall be

blessed accordingly. Joking apart, there never was so

singular an event as this pilgrimage, and you may be

assured that it will take place. May it breed no ill-will

or mischief

!

Why will not you and Lady Mary take a trip to the

continent, and come and see your trusty friends at

Vienna ? You are well assiu'ed that you Avoidd be made
as heartily welcome here as in any city in Christendom.

I have some English dames here already, who go very

pleasantly on. Lady Derby, and Mrs. Campbell ; Mrs.

Hamilton, and Miss ; these last belong to the heir

of Abercorn, who is a sensible and agreeable lad. I have

my sweet Lord St. Asaph, and Lords Morton and Bread-

albane, all of whom will do honour to the peerage. But

never more shall I have such a colony as that you

saw here. My love to every one of them that come in

your way.

What are they going to do with my regiment? Avhere

are they going to send it ? I give my ready consent to

any place except the cursed Sugar Islands, the climate

of which makes me shudder. But I know nothing

about regiments or anything else. I am a famished

plenipo, and know no more about English matters than

the Pope's coachman, who is now greasing his boots for

the German journey. Tell me every scrap of news, and

quickly. Yours,

R. M. K.
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[Private.'l

LORD STORMONT* TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

St. James's, March 27th, 1782.

Dear Sir,

I cannot content myself with writing you a

mere official letter upon this occasion. Your own obser-

vation upon some late events will have led you to expect

the revolution which took place to-day, and which,

I think, will long be memorable in the annals of this

couutry.t I shall not, especially in a letter by the com-

mon post, hazard any opinion, either upon the causes

or consequences of this revolution.

As to what relates to myself, I have the highest

reason to be pleased with the distinguished marks of

approbation with which his Majesty deigned to honour

me, when I was to resign the seals. He spoke of my
endeavours in his service, in such flattering terms as I

cannot allow myself to repeat. Before I entered upon

my late employment, his goodness had placed me in

such a situation that I had nothing to ask or desire, but

the continuance of his favourable opinion.

I cannot doubt that my successor will do the same

justice I ever did, to your distinguished zeal, ability,

and talents, which his Majesty frequently mentions,

and always in terms of the highest approbation. Will

you be so good as to take a proper opportunity of pre-

senting my best respects to Prince Kaunitz, and of

repeating my thanks for the very obliging manner in

which he has often spoken of me to you. I shall ever

remember it with equal gratitude and pride. Nothing

can be so flattering to me as the approbation of a man
who is at once the object of my highest veneration and

* Sir R. M. Keith's predecessor at Vienna ; and up to this day his

Principal in the Foreign Office. f The change of ministry.
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tenderest attachmeut. Adieu^ dear Sir. I shall hope

often to hear from you, and ever am, with the sincerest

regard, your most faithful, and humble servant,

Stormont.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO ANDREW BRUMMOND, ESQ.

Vie7ina, April 3rd, 1782.

I AM in a blessed situation at this very moment, not

knowing who is, or may be a week hence, minister of

England. Every body questions me about English news,

and I am ashamed to own that I am as much in the

dark as they can be. Let us but have an efficient and a

vigorous ministrj^, my dear Andrew ; whether my friends,

or the men I have seen in opposition to all their mea-

sures, provided Old England is a clear and permanent

gainer by the change. Let us but save the honour and

interests, the dearest interests of the country that bred

us ; and let me be placed in the most obscure corner of

it, I care not a button.

Next post must bring me at least a ray of certain

daylight. The total ignorance in which I live is painful

beyond measure ; and at the same time the little rem-

nant of consideration amongst foreign nations we still

had, is lost by this shilly-shally business. May Rodney

and Hood be doing something manly in the West Indies,

whilst the sons of Britain are worrying one another at

home. We are our own most dangerous enemies, that

is certain. I sent home to-day by estafette some very

good news which came overland from India. We
receive more political and soi-disant patriotic nonsense

in one week from England, than would serve us sober

Germans for a twelvemonth.

We are preparing for the second visit of the Russian

Princes, and shall show them such an array as eyes

never saw, and clever Italian operas into the bargain.

VOL. II. K
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Will this not tempt you out of your turbulent island ?

And yet, I am sure, the madness of the times must

make it almost uninhabitable.

You know the Pope has been here these twelve days.

He is a comely, venerable, and affable old man as ever

I saw. I paid him a visit in his closet, without com-

mitting my public character, and he received me as if I

had been the ambassador of a Catholic crowned head.

I never saw any man have a more becoming public

deportment, and his public functions at the high ponti-

fical mass at the cathedral, on Easter Sunday, and

afterwards, when he gave his benediction to the public,

in the great square opposite the Jesuits' church, were

truly edifying. Yet I trust, my dear Andrew (this to

yourself alone), that he will carry away, when he leaves us,

a fortnight hence, the highest opinion of the Emperor's

hospitality, together with the conviction that no prince

in Europe possesses better or more steady principles.

I send you inclosed, a small print of him, pretty like

;

though he is handsomer, and of a tall, fine, manly figure.

Present it to your mother, with my best compliments.

Yours, ever affectionately,

R. M. Keith.

It was not to be supposed that an event so rmpre-

cedented as the journey of Pope Pius VI. to Vienna

should not find a place in the correspondence,

from that usually monotonous city, of Sir R. Murray

Keith. His notices of it, however, and of his personal

interview with the pontiff, being, though graphic, as

usual, rather brief—it may not be irrelevant (at a time

especially when the papacy, from the accession to it

of another Pius, equally energetic, though far wiser

than his brilliant, egotistical predecessor, occupies more

than its usual share in the attention of Europe) to

compress, from the amusing pages of a French memoir

i
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writer, some of the leading motions and incidents of

what Sir Kobert so justly designates—a " singular

pilgrimage :"

" John Angelo Braschi, though his talents and

activity were admitted during the life of his patrons,

Ganganelli and Clement XIII., owed his elevation

to the pontificate (like his modern namesake, and

several of their most distinguished predecessors) chiefly

to the idea of his absence of all pretension to it, and to

the factions in the conclave, which forbade unanimity

in favour of any one of the declared candidates.

" He was not, at first, popular, though endowed

(according to the character drawn of him by no partial

hand) with the precise qualities which usually consti-

tute a popular sovereign; showy talents, a fine com-

manding person, dignified manners, easy and flowing

elocution, as enlarged a mind as could consist Avith the

rigid principles of his vocation, and a tolerably enlight-

ened taste for the fine arts.

" Impatient, irascible, obstinate, and open to preju-

dices, he yet never showed himself perseveriugly

vindictive or intentionally unjust. In less difficult

circumstances, and with means proportioned to his

views, he might perhaps have passed for a wise ruler.

But he had an excessive passion for fame, which

proved the principal source of his errors and misfor-

tunes ; such a craving for renown as, when not united

to strength of mind, is apt to degenerate into puerile

vanity. It was his paramount desire to immortalise his

pontificate, and associate his own name with brilliant

undertakings; and his self-love, thus prominently

brought forward, drew on him frequent mortifications.

" Sprung from a family scarcely noble, he laid himself

open from the time of his accession, by attempts to

illustrate his race, to the pasquinades of those most

pitiless of mockers, the Italian populace. To the two

K 2
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winds, whicli constituted liis sole (and surely singular)

family arms, lie had added an eagle, fleur-de-lys, and

stars. This pompous escutcheon ^yas thus mercilessly

analysed by his wit-loving subjects :

—

Redde aquilam imperio, Francorum lilia regi,

Sidera redde polo ; ccetera, Brasehi, tua.*

" The erection of the tasteless though costly sacristy

of St. Peter's drew down upon him more of those

popular philippics. Not oidy was the remark applied

to it made by Apelles on a contemporary painter's

Venus, that, not being able to make her beautiful, he

had at least made her fine ; but on the principal front

which bore the inscription— ' What the j^ublic voice

called for as an ornament to the Vatican, the sovereign

pontiff, Pius VI., has undertaken and accomplished,'

—

was found subjoined this indignant contradiction :

—

Publica ! mentiris. Non publica vota fuere,

Sad tumida ingenii vota fuere tui.

Thou liest ! the public wish was never consulted,

Thy only counsellor was thine own vanity."^f

* Restore the eagle to the empire, to France her lilies, the stars to

the heavens ; the residue, Brasehi, is thine own.

If the perpetuation of those arms, and of his own name, a thousand

times repeated, on every monument in whose erection or repair he had

the slightest share (at the cost, it is said, of 200,000 Roman crowns) was

an object worthy of prosecution, it is attained ; and while Rome itself

stands, the name of Pius Sixtus will exist with it.

"t"
Whatever of truth, however, may reside in the epigram, and how-

ever dearly the Popolo Romano, so often pompously invoked and merci-

lessly fleeced, may have paid for his munificence, the ti'aveller at least will

bless the memory of him who collected and displayed for his benefit the

treasures of the Vatican.

Two other of the squibs called forth by his restorations and their con-

sequences, may amuse the modern visitor to Rome. When he had raised,

at an excessive expense, the obelisk on Monte Cavallo, in a season of

scarcity, pubhc opinion manifested itself in the text from Scripture,

«' Command that these stones be made bread."

At another period of famine, when the vain-glorious inscriptions,
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If to this over\^'eening desire of admiration and

distinction, we add the rare personal advantages which

contributed to foster it, we shall not be at a loss for

human motives (apart from his really sincere, though

mistaken hope of arresting by his eloquence and influence

the ecclesiastical reforms of the Emperor Joseph) for

Pius Vl/s ill-advised journey to Vienna. " He was,"

says the writer already quoted, (a liberal, be it noted,

of the true French school), " one of the handsomest

men of his time. He united a tall, striking figure,

features equally noble and pleasing, and a brilliant

complexion, which age had hardly been able to impair.

His forehead was entirely bald, but round the back and

at the sides of his fine head clustered an ample circlet

of snow-white locks, which, skilfully arranged, gave him

an aspect at once grand and venerable. He had the art

of so disposing his pontifical garments as to lose none

of his personal advantages. Having as fine a leg as

any man in Italy, of which he was very vain, and which

was always (to borrow an untranslaetable French phrase)

parfaitement bien chausse—it Avas his custom to hold up

his long robes, so as perfectly to display at least one

of his handsome limbs. And though these puerile

afi'ections, so little worthy of a grave pontiff", together

with his care of his flowing curls, laid him open to

another very indiff"ereut, yet significant lampoon—yet

nothing could, in fact, be more imposing than to see him

on high festivals, his head encircled Avith the triple

crown, robed in vestments of spotless white, set off" by

contrast with the Roman purple, soaring as it Avere

above the crowd of ecclesiastics of all ranks, and seeming

thus to proclaim and assert his domination over the

meeting the eye at every corner of Rome, were viewed in irritating

contrast with the enormous price of bread—there was placed in the

hand of Pasquin, the most diminutive of rolls, labelled " Munificentid Pii



134 MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF

Universal Church. However humiliating and unworthy

of rational beings " (adds the writer, in a spirit which

even those more friendly to religion than himself can

echo,) " this homage to a fellow-mortal must appear—yet

persons least susceptible of similar impressions could

not resist the effect of the splendour and solemnity

surrounding the throne of St. Peter, while occupied by

the magnificent-looking Pius VI.^^

Furnished by nature with these requisites, (admirably

calculated, it must be confessed, to dazzle and subdue),

it was in vain that his ablest counsellors, and fcAV but

candid and attached friends, endeavoured to dissuade him

from prostituting them, in the vain hope of diverting

from his headlong course of innovation the no less

obstinate and self-willed Joseph II. They felt the

dignity of the Church, as well as its waning influence,

compromised by a degrading complaisance, which formed

so humiliating a contrast with the submission exacted in

former times from Emperors by the Pope. And while

honest regard for that Church's interests called forth the

regrets of even the most obedient and least penetrating

members of the Sacred College, (though seven of them,

separately consulted, were found to sanction the mea-

sure,) the astute and worldly-minded Cardinal Bernis was

in despair* at the thoughts of seeing a man whom he

really liked and cared for, rushing on the Scylla of the

rocky inflexibility of Joseph on the one hand, or the

Charybdis of undisguised ridicule and contumely from

his sceptical and sneering prime minister on the other.

Had even the disposition of either been more pliable,

or their unalterable determination less openly avowed,

an ill-judged previous step on the part of the pontiff'

(however insignificant perhaps in itself, in the eyes of a

man like Joseph) had nevertheless mingled somewhat of

* He concluded his last note of pathetic friendly dissuasion in the

words of the Psalmist, " Tristis est anima raea usque ad mortem."
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personal pique in the elements of his resistance. With
a degree of infatuation difficult to conceive, at a period

when in Maria-Theresa Rome had lost almost her last

steady friend—the Pope denied to that most Catholic of

sovereigns the funeral service accorded in his chapel to

all reigning monarchs; as if a princess, who had for twenty-

years ruled alone, and for more than that period swayed

the destinies of Europe, was to be reduced, by a papal

slight, to the level of the nameless queens of tributary

kings ! The correspondence which passed on the subject

was not calculated to soften the alFront. The papal

legate at Vienna having remonstrated, Pius, in a mo-

ment of ill-humour, replied :
" It matters little to me

whether the Emperor takes amiss this act of mine, or

despises it." Joseph, for once, preferred the former

alternative, and added with his own hand to the next

dispatch for Rome laid before him for signature, "It

matters not at all to me whether the Bishop of Rome
be well or ill-bred;" thus flattering himself he had

avenged his mother's ashes. Henceforward, although

more suitable obsequies would no doubt have failed to

arrest his reforms, they were pursued with less of out-

ward deference ; and a lurking spite mingled in all the

attacks with which he plied the Holy See.

Here it is scarcely possible to avoid quoting (for a

very diflFerent and more sacred purpose than that of

lauding or depreciating a fallible mortal) the singular

coincidence of the undesigned testimony of a French

sceptical historian to a state of things scripturally

descriptive of the later condition of the modern Babjdon

:

"The Pope appeared," he says, "at this epoch (1781) an

object of compassion. Almost all the sovereigns ofEurope

seemed to have come to an agreement to torment and molest

Mm." And while thiswas the case with all the monarchies

hitherto devoted to the papacy, France, strange to say

—

the one destined ere long to renounce not only that of
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Rome, but all spiritual authority, and to drag into capti-

vity the very pontiff himself—was at this period, through

the lingering influence of Cardinal de Bernis, his appa-

rently sole ally. But we must hasten from this irresistible

digression, to the memorable journey to A^ienna.

A decree, only equalled in sweeping comprehensive-

ness by that of the Inquisition, which condemned by

anticipation all the works Voltaire might hereafter write,

was issued by the Emperor, obliging the bishops in his

dominions to take an oath to acquiesce in all edicts

already issued, or hereafter to be issued by him. This,

(fruitlesslyremonstrated against by letter) and the decree

immediately following, throwing open the gates of all

convents not dedicated to educational purposes, stimu-

lated the Pope to take a step equally unexpected and

undesired at Vienna as at Rome. Having conceived

the hope of converting and enlightening the Emperor,

it was in vain (as has been said) that he was dissuaded

from the measure, by all who dared to laj^ before him

its flagrant impropriety and impolicy.

Joseph, who had been advised against the reception

of the visit, lest it should revive the fanaticism against

which he was waging war, despised the danger, as he liad

done many others, and writing an affectionate (though

perfectly inteUigible) reply to this unheard-of proposal,

seems to have felt a sort of bear-like satisfaction in

stifling with honours and caresses the man whose humi-

liation he enjoyed, and whose every view in making the

journey he was resolved to disappoint. What share the

prostrations of former Caesars at the feet of former Popes

may have had in the pleasure derived by their descend-

ants from the reverse of the medal, may be left to the

reader's imagination.*

We pass over for want of space and time, the pompous

* « Pius the Sixth (says the author so often quoted) who was far from

the inheritor of their tyranny, now expiated the insolence of his pre-
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reception (overshadowed here and there by symptoms of

contagious contumacy) and ahnost divine honours, from

the Catholic popuhitions on his route, which attended

Pius on his progress through Italy to Germany. But as

IMordecai at the king's gate, amid the triumphs of

Haman (we mean only, of course, as to its ominous

import to one bound on a far different and really bene-

ficent errand), must have been the first circumstance

Avhich greeted the pontiff on the Imperial territory ; viz.,

the summons to Vienna, the angry rebuke, and heavy

fine inflicted there on a prelate, who had presumed to

prefer the Pope's commands to those of the Emperor

;

and the selection by the latter of three Hungarian

nobles to receive the head of the national Church, from

among the three tolerated, and thus equalised deno-

minations, of Catholic, Lutheran, and Calvinist

!

The reader will probably prefer the account given

from ocular demonstration by the British Ambassador

(in a letter to his sister) of the joint entry of the

Pope and Emperor, to the more florid and French

version of it of the memoir writer.

Sir Robert thus writes :

—

" Vienna, March ^itlt, 1782.

" On Friday afternoon, I witnessed one of the most

extraordinary sights which this age has afl'orded, and

which could not fail to make a strong impression on the

mind of every man who has the history of former times

fresh in his memory.* I saw the Pope and the Emperor

seated in the same chariot, and driving slowly to the

imperial palace, through an immense crowd of quiet and

decessors ; while Joseph the Second, under the extei-ior of urbanity,

avenged the insult once offered to his own."

* This was so especially the case with the writer, and so universal was

his acquaintance with history, that in an intellectual game (which he

either invented or brought into fashion) it was found impossible to baffle

him, by selecting the least known or most recondite historical events.
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respectable citizens^ happy in expressing their venera-

tion for the head of their Churchy without any mixture

of blind superstition, and their warm attachment to

their beneficent sovereign, untainted with a grain of

servile fear. Such a meeting would, a few centuries

ago, have been the signal for a crusade, or some reli-

gious massacre. Even an hundred years ago, it would

have foreboded some dangerous contestation; whereas

I really hope that at present, it will be productive of

two great benefits ; the extension of universal benevo-

lence and toleration ; and the confirmation of the

dearest rights of the subjects of this monarchy. The

Emperor had gone four posts to meet the Pope upon

the high road. When the two carriages came abreast,

each of the sovereigns stepped out, and after the most

coidial welcome, the Emperor handed the Holy Father

into his own chariot, and returned to Vienna.*
" The Pope is a comely, venerable, and healthy-look-

ing man of sixty years. His manners are affable and

becoming. He receives the gentlemen with little cere-

mony, and speaks French to those who are not masters

of Italian. The chapel of the palace was full of ladies,

when Te Deura was sung on his arrival j but he sat in a

close pew, and spoke to none of them. The papal

etiquette will not permit him to see ladies in the Impe-

rial palace, where he is lodged ; but he will appoint a

day of female presentation in the library, or at the

palace in the suburbs, called the Belvedere. I shall pay

my respects to him somehow, though not as the British

Minister. We believe he will stay here about three weeks,

and that all his eloquence will certainly not shake any

of the Emperor's humane resolutions for the good of his

people; but he will have every possible reason to be

* So studious was Joseph of external courtesy and the deference due to

the character of the pontiff, that (says the memoir writer) he seated

him on his right hand.
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satisfied with the respect paid to him, and with the cor-

dial hospitahty of the Emperor. He has no Cardinals

in his suite, but four or five mean-looking bishops and

ecclesiastics. He said mass this morning very pri-

vately in the Capuchin convent, but will officiate pon-

tifically on Easter Sunday, and afterwards give his papal

benediction to the people, from a balcony in the largest

square in the city.^^

Those who have witnessed the striking and solemn

effect which the latter ceremony is capable of producing

(and not altogether, as the memoir writer observes, on

Catholics aloyie) at Rome, where long repetition has

rendered it familiar—will easily give credit to the

sensation described by him which it excited for the first

time in Vienna. The devotion, indeed, of the Catholic

public of Austria was such as to indemnify its object

for other secret disappointments. " The eagerness of

the common people to receive his benediction amounted

(says our author) to frenzy. The course of the Danube

was fairly choked by the crowd of boats which bore

the floods of pious pilgrims, and the great market-

place (the scene of the ceremonial above alluded to) was

often found filled with shoes and hats lost in the

scuffle by the assembled multitudes; who, by twenty

and thirty thousand* at a time, passed into the streets

leading to the Imperial palace, at the balcony of which,

repeatedly during the day, its illustrious guest was

obHged to show himself, and distribute blessings to

successive shoals of devotees. Nor was the homage

confined to his person alone. The sacred slipper became,

to the superstitious Viennese, an object of almost equal

devotion. Ir was placed on a cushion in the audience-

chamber, and there kissed by all the clergy, and hosts of

other visitors, (some not excepted who from any but

* Fifty thousand are said to have been present in the great square oa

occasion of the Easter benediction.
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religious motives went to bear their part in a scene,

which to their ej^es exhibited the lowest depth of

human degradation) : and it was afterwards, as a special

favour, allowed to be borne as a relic into several of

the most distinguished mansions in Vienna.''

Sir Robert thus resumes his letter, Avith the account

of his private audience:

—

March 26th.

" I have just now paid my respects to the Pope, in

his cabinet, in company with the Hanoverian and

Dutch ministers. He received us standing, having no

one in the room with him but his Nuncio. He asked

me if I spoke Italian ; and upon my saying that I

understood it perfectly, but did not dare to speak it, he

said obligingly

—

'1 must, then, produce my French,

indifferent as it is.' But he spoke it well, and said in

a quarter of an hour as many polite and flattering

things of Britain, and the learned men of that country,

as could be expressed in the time. He is comely,

affable, and easy, as any sovereign can be. You know

I could not make this visit as British Minister, but it

was very Avell taken from the Chevalier Keith, and I

had every reason to be satisfied with my reception, as

well as my two companions. We made our lowest and

most respectful bows on entering and retiring ; but no

kissings or genuflexions of any sort.

" The Pope was dressed entirely in white thin cloth, a

long dress, a white calotte, white cotton gloves, and red

slippers, embroidered with gold. This is the dress of

his private apartments ; when he appears out of them,

he has a red velvet mantle, which covers his shoulders

and breast, over the white gown, and an embroidered

stole of red and gold, Avhich hangs down from each side,

almost to the ground. This dress is becoming. If

I tire you with this papal journal, blame yom-self for

insisting on every particular."
"R M K"
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It would have been well for tlie comfort as well as

dignity of the poor Pope-errant, had every nominal son

of the Catholic church testified towards him the manly

courtesy of the Protestant envoy ! But (as the latter

had sagely predicted) the conferences held under the

Imperial roof had proved as little satisfactory as the

Emperor's conveniently assumed ignorance of all theo-

logical matters, and his reference of them to his chan-

cellor—the yet more philosophic and inflexible Kaunitz

—could possibly render them.

What that result would prove, was sufficiently indi-

cated by the frozen bearing, and yet more freezing

silence of the redoubtable minister. But the humili-

ation of Pius would not have been complete, had he

not (in the vain hope of thus propitiating him, or

moved, perhaps, by his own real love of the fine arts),

after vainly awaiting a visit from the minister,* proposed

one to him at his palace. His reception there was quite

in keeping with Kaunitz's haughty, overbearing charac-

ter, and with the whole of the singular melange of

honours and contumelies by which the papal crusade

had been distinguished. All the family of the owner,

in their richest attire, and servants innumerable, in state

liveries, were in attendance on the threshold. But

when the master of the house made his appearance,

which was not for some time, it was in ordinary morn-

ing dress ; and (with a familiarity, certes, unwonted

toAvards the head of Christendom !) instead of humbly

kissing the proff'ered hand, it was, with feigned cordiality,

well shaken by the soi-disant com'teous host ! Never,

too, was private amateur vaore unceremoniously Ciceroned

over the valuable collections contained in the mansion,

than this papal patron of the fine arts ; who (says the

* Lest this should be incredible, it must be remembered that the

Prince never waited on the Emperor, but that monarch always came to

him.
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writer before quoted, and he is hardly to be believed were

the anecdote less characteristic of Kaunitz) was turned

here, and pushed there, in well simulated anxiety to

afford hira the best lights for every picture, by the first

profane hand which had presumed thus to approach his

sacred person. Here, to dissemble astonishment and

disgust must have been a still harder penance than to

affect contentment with the personal urbanity of the

Emperor; nay, than to be reduced to bear testimony

(as Pius did in a consistorial oration, the translation of

which has been preserved among Sir R. M. Keith^s

papers) to the exemplary devotion of this refractory son

of the Church.

The crowning act of a conduct discreditable on the

part of Joseph and his minister, both as Catholics and

men, towards a really pious and venerable (if facile

and too confident) guest, took place on his quitting the

Austrian capital. The Emperor, who had met him on

his approach to Vienna with filial deference, and an

emotion not unaccompanied (it is said by an eye-

witness) with mutual tears, took leave of him with

similar or enhanced demonstrations ; and the soothing

promise (no difficult one for so ubiquitous a monarch)

of a return of the visit at Rome.

The separation took place at the church of the Monas-

tery of Maria Brunn, a league from Vienna ; when, after

joining in mutual devotions, the Emperor and Holy

Father tenderly embraced each other, amid the mingled

shouts and sobs of the surrounding multitude.

The monks, at the suggestion of both monarchs,

resolved to immortalise these touching circumstances,

by a tablet (actually placed in their church some months

afterwards) recording the above affecting particulars in a

Latin and German inscription.

It does not add, that on the very evening after the

interview had taken place, the Imperial Commissioners
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came to relieve the good monks from all future care in

the administration of their revenues, by confiscating

them at the command of the Crown. Could there be a

more characteristic conclusion to the "singular pil-

grimage/' (as Sir Robert calls it) which it Avas his privi-

lege to witness ? *

His homeward journey partook of the mingled cha-

racter of all else,—unlimited honours in wholly Catholic

Bavaria,—and semi-Protestant courtesies from hereti-

cal Augsburg, for which the Lutheran magistrates were

accused of idolatry, and rebuked by their constituents.

Imperial leanings in the Bishop of Verona counter-

balanced entire devotion on the part of the faithful at

Padua and Vicenza; while even at Venice, where the

Avliole magnificence of the senate and the enthusiasm

of the people seemed called forth to lend splendour to

his reception, some secret jealousy on the part of the

nobles, of his too great apparent intimacy with their

ermined slave, the Doge, gave rise to the Pope's abrupt

departure, before the brilliant ceremony (postponed in

his honour) of the marriage with the Adriatic.

The closing mortification of an idle journey (nobly

redeemed by the true Christian magnanimity of the

same Pius when an involuntary exile,) is thus recorded

by Sir Robert :

—

June SOth.

" We learn nothing more of the Pope, than that he

has got quietly back to Rome, and not yet taken up the

thunders of the Vatican. He was very coldly received

in his own city of Cesina, where he had purposed stay-

ing three days; but the people called so loudly for

bread instead of benedictions, that he left them on the

second."

* By a singular coincidence, the noble convent of Mollc, where the

Pope passed the first night on leaving Vienna, was the earliest asylum
opened to him, by the nephew of Joseph, on the French taking possession

of Rome.
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A curious and authentic corroboration of tlie above

secret history relating to the papal visit to Venice,

occurs in a letter from one of the most amiable of Sir

E. M. K.^s Vienna lads, (whom he calls his sweet

St. Asaph,) interesting in itself, as well as from the

good feeling displayed in it.

LORD ST. ASAPH* TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Venice, June 4th, 1 782.

Dear Sir Robert,

T have this moment received the account of

E-odney's victory ; and as I know no one more warm in

the cause of his country, I cannot defer sending you my
most hearty congratulations. Having so often seen you

stemming the torrent of bad news alone, opposed to the

whole corps diplomatique, I regret extremely that I

was not present when you announced this glorious

event at Prince Kaunitz's.f I flatter myself, you know

with how much of satisfaction I could pledge you in a

bumper of your excellent champagne to the future

success of Old England !

* Son to the Earl of Ashburnham.

"f-
The reader, who has observed how anxiously Sir R. M. Keith has

thirsted for authentic good news, to counteract the calumnies and oppro-

brium of which his one eproud country was then the subject throughout

Europe, can hardly fail to echo the sentiments of the amiable writer.

How " high" the tidings of such a signal triumph would enable the

patriotic envoy to " hold his head " on this occasion, may be inferred

from an anecdote related by a maturer observer than the youthful lord,

who, a year ortwo later, visited Vienna. " Dining," says this gentleman, "at

Prince Kaunitz's, the Spanish Ambassador, who had newly arrived in the

country, seemed inclined to doubt some fact asserted by Sir Robert

Keith. Upon which tlie Prince (the last man to utter an undeserved or

even mei-ited compliment) said, " Monsieur I'Ambassadeur, vous etes

stranger dans ce pays, c'est pouiquoi il faut que je vous apprenne, qu'ici

a Vienne, loraqne Keith affirme, personne ne duute." A sti'ong (and surely

extorted) homage to truth this, on the part of a man, supposed to act on

the opposite maxim, that " language was given to men to conceal their

thoughts."



SIR ROBERT MURRAY KEITH. 145

The joy wliicli I feel on this occasion^ and your

having expressed a desire to receive some intelligence

of the Pope, are my excuse for troubling you so soon

again with a letter.

On my arrival here, I was informed from unquestion-

able authority, that Mons. Foscarini,* in his letter to

the senate, had said that the Pope told him that he left

Vienna much mortified (scousolato), not having gained

one point.

His Holiness's \dsit has occasioned no little animosity

and disorder both before and after it. It was preceded

by several warm debates . concerning the manner of

receiving him. The Doge strongly urged that the

greatest magnificence should be displayed, no expense

spared; and quoted from their annals the entertain-

ments given by the Republic to Henry III. and other

similar instances. This being the Doge's opinion, was

sufficient reason for its being opposed. The Doge,

contrary to the opinion of the senate, deferred the cere-

monies usually performed on the day of the Ascension,

in hopes that the Pope would assist at them ; in which

he was disappointed, as his Holiness left Venice the day

before.

Soon after his departure, an Inquisitor of State was

deputed to the Doge, to inform him that he had given

great offence to the senate, in having frequently con-

versed with the Pope in a low voice ; that in so doing he

had violated the law, which expressly forbids the Doge's

having any private conversation with sovereigns ; that

in consequence of this he was ordered to reprimand

him, and to admonish him not to be guilty, at his peril,

of the same offence on any future occasion. A secretary

attended to take this speech down in writing ! The

senate is at present debating regarding the sending a

* The Doge of Venice.

VOL. II. L
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minister to Petersburgh. I leave this place to-morrow

;

it would be unjust in me to omit saying that I have

nowhere experienced greater civilities.

I am, with truth, dear Sir, your much obliged and

sincere friend, e a' St. Asaph.

sir r. m. keith to a. b. drummond, esq,

My dear Andrew, ^'™' ^^"^ '^'''' '^''-

If there were but three saints in the island of

Great Britain of as exemplary patience as mine, they

would draw down the choicest blessings of Heaven upon

the whole nation ! But, alas ! I begin to find that this

passive virtue is not only a fruitless, but a most tiresome

one ; and if you do not, in the course of a week, show

me that my sanctity has had its recompense, I shall be

tempted to desert to the other side, and try what is to

be gained by playing the devil. I acquit you, my dear

boy, and every living Drummond, of all shadow of blame

in this bitter business ; but still, let me remark to you

in all meekness, that I have not a line from your pen

since the middle of last November.

There are three mails due j will they produce any-

thing ? No ncAVS in this part of the world, but many kind

and cordial wishes for the prosperity of Old England.

I never understood my countrj'men less than at this

moment. One half of them seem to be laying trains of

gunpowder, and preparing their matches to play off the

fireworks; aud the other half, instead of counteracting

them, and making all the honest people in the kingdom

aware oftheir designs, are catching at half-measures, aud

living upon the chapter of accidents. These things

ought not to be so—hasten, my dear Andrew, to tell me
that they are so no longer. You are a wicked set

in London, and I am glad they have taken to hanging

of you. But why did they not hang our cousin, George
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Gordon ?* We hear he became a capital performer on

the violin when you had him in the Tower ; and many
people of high fashion in the Holy Roman Empire are

persuaded that a true John Bull never learns music so

well as with a rope round his neck. No wonder they

look upon us as strange animals ! Within these four

years we have been frantic, and fanatic, and melancholy,

and frolicsome, as the wind changed ; but our most

steady pursuit has been that of sending poor Old Eng-

land to perdition. How the devil should these plodding

Germans understand us, when we do not understand

ourselves ? I have wished ten thousand times to be in

Britain
;
yet I sometimes think that Providence acted

kindly by me, in keeping me at a distance from such a

scene of profligacy and confusion.

You know, my dear Andrew, that I have no aversion

to a frolic, but really one would think that times like

the present would throw a cast of sedateness and

moderation into the bulk of the nation. But nothing

is less true ; and you are, indeed, a most incorrigible

people ! Does Vestris dance so enchantingly ? Will he

honour us with his presence another year ? In that

case, a fig for Washington and Franklin ! all will go

delightfully ! And yet this crisis demands hard blows

more than any preceding one. Rodney! Ptodney! what

the devil are you doing with one of the finest and most

numerous fleets that ever a British Admiral com-

manded ? All you can. That I dare say ; but will no

lucky opportunity ofi*er of having a tight bout with

Monsieur de Grasse, who has done us more mischief

than many better seamen, his predecessors. Alas ! I

fatigue my lungs, with constant ejaculations to Heaven,

for some one prosperous event, and all in vain, for many
a long year ! I must have done with this subject, it is

* Lord George Gordon.

l2
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too irksome. Let me "hear, at least, that you are well

and happy ; and that you continue to take a warm
interest in the old Highlander of Austria. He is for

life most cordially your friend and servant,

E. M. Keith.

Our later naval triumphs and recognised mari-

time supremacy enable us very inadequately to appre-

ciate the delirious joy in England, and eager partici-

pation in many states of the Continent, in the then

unique victory of Admiral Rodney, or the delight it was

calculated to afford the representative of hitherto hum-

bled Britain, abroad. • The letter, still extant (though

too exclusively nautical in its technical details, and too

voluminous for insertion here) considerately dispatched

by Sir Charles Douglas, Rodney's Flag Captain, the very

morning after the battle, to Sir Robert Murray Keith,

bears, in its tattered, yet carefully stitched condition,

the evidence of the many hands (many of them royal

ones) through which it has passed. It was borrowed for

special perusal by the Kings of Saxony and Poland, and

two acknowledgments of its contents from minor German

princes remain to attest their opinion of its importance.

The first is from the Queen's brother, Prince George

of Mecklenburgh :

—

"Monsieur,

"Permettez d'oser vous oflPrire mes sinceres

felicitations k I'occasion de la victoire eclatante emportee

par le Chevalier Rodney; souhaitant, du fond de mon ame,

que cette epoque glorieuse pour les armes Britanniques,

dure assez longtemps pour accelerer une paix, egalement

glorieuse pour la nation. J'ose en vous priant. Monsieur,

de vous charger de I'incluse pour le Roi, vous reiterer

les assurances de I'estime, et de la consideration

parfaite avec laquelle j'ai I'honneur d' etre,

"George Due de Mecklenburg."
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The other is such a contrast in its light and some-

what irreverent tone^ that it may be given as a specimen

of a hunting bon-vivant German princess epistohiry

style. The penmanship (in huge text) would disgrace a

schoolboy :

—

" J 'ai bien des obligations a mon cher chevalier, de

la peine que vous vous etes donne pour me participer

les exploits de vos braves mariniers ! Nous venons de

profiter du beau temps pom' la chasse aux becasses, et le

reste de la semaine nous donnerons la chasse au diable.*

Je ne vous dirai pas que je veux que ce monsieur-la

m^emporte si je ne vous estime pas
;
parceque le capucin

m^a defendu a langage : mais j'ose bien jurer, par Cal-

\an et Luther, que je suis, et serai toute ma vie, mon
cher chevalier, votre tres humble et reconnaissant,

"Joseph Frederic Due de Saxe,"

MR. BOYDf TO SIR ROBERT KEITH.

London, May litli, 1782.

I SHOULD have much wished, dear Sir Robert, to

have given you the account of our late glorious achieve-

ments by the first post, but I was at Danson, and only

returned to town yesterday. It would be absurd in me
to repeat what your letters must already have informed

you of; but in addition to the joy which so gallant and

glorious an event must inspire every Englishman with,

I feel many private reasons for rejoicing. Among the

first is the satisfaction you must have in promulgating

such an important and decisive victory; next comes

the share I have in everything that can contribute to

* Alluding to some festival of the Romish Church, in a spirit of levity

and irreligion, then too prevalent within its pale.

t This gentleman (afterwards Sir John Boyd) affectionately and fre-

quently mentioned (as the Baron) in the correspondence, passed some

years at Vienna.
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the happiness of as worthy a man as ever breathed

—

our friend George Rodney. I feel^ hkewise, a consider-

able pleasure in that great commander's ha^dng given

such a blow to our arch-enemy, as must silence every

voice that was ready to cry out against him. I have

fought many battles for him at home ; and you cannot

doubt that it gives me inexpressible satisfaction to see

every officer in our fleet write in the fullest panegyric

on their brave commander. The debate (which I inclose,

lest you should not have it in your paper) most incon-

testably proves the universal harmony, and unanimous

opinion of every man upon the business of that day.

I am sure you will be glad to hear of the honours

conferred on the principal actors. Rodney is created

an English peer, Hood and Drake Irish peers, and

Douglas and Affleck made baronets. All this is to be

done immediatehj

.

The French can now gloss over nothing. We have a

correct list of their force as well as om' own, and on

casting up the number of guns, they exceeded us by

seventy-two. On the other hand, they are entitled to

praise for the gallantry of their conduct. The captain

of one of their seventy-fours that was taken, when he

had not a mast standing, and his ship lay a mere

ungovernable hulk in the water, took the colours, tied

them himself to a stick, and fixed them on his quarter-

deck; nor did he strike till he had nof a gun to fire.

Monsieur de Grasse had expended all his ammu-

nition when he struck. He liad above 430 men killed

in the action, besides his wounded ; near double our

loss of killed in our Avhole fleet. Lord Cranston relates

that never was there so shocking a sight as the Ville de

Paris exhibited when he went on board her ; every deck

covered with dead bodies, and a deluge of blood. It is

miraculous that our loss was so small, considering the

length, the severity, and universality of the engagement

;
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at one time every ship in both fleets was engaged. I

am so fuU of pubhc feelings, that I cannot say a word

on private afi'airs, but must end as I began, by express-

ing the peculiar pleasure I experience in reflecting on

the comfort you will feel in receiving this good news

;

and how doubly welcome it must be to you, not only

from its real glory and importance to your country, but

from having had such a hard task in struggling against

all the previous painful tidings we had been receiving

day after day, for so many months before.

Among other particulars which have transpired since

the action, I cannot help gi\'ing you a further account

from Lord Cranston. When he went on board the VUle

de Paris to take possession of her, he delivered a polite

message from Sir G. Rodney to Monsieur de Grasse,

desiring he would continue the command of his own

ship while she remained with the fleet; which he

declined, from being exhausted with fatigue and unable

to attend to it. He begged to retire to his cabin to take

some rest, but before he did it, or before he could ever

enjoy any peace, he wished to know the opinions of the

British oflicers as to his conduct. Lord Cranston made

him easy by assuring him they admired his bravery, and

did justice to his efforts ; and if they found any blame,

it was for his not having struck sooner. This he

accounted for by saying he was determined not to

strike his flag on any account till the day closed, for

fear of the effect it might have on the rest of his fleet

;

but he said his officers had all represented to him that

his ship was totally incapable of making any further

resistance some hours before, and every shot they fired

latterly was fetched out of the hold.

Monsieur de Grasse retired, and Lord Cranston set

about examining and clearing the ship, when he found

her on fire in five diff'erent places. The men who were

not killed or wounded were mostly drunk, and he could
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not get the smallest attention paid to his orders. He
was, therefore, obliged to disturb INIonsieur de Grasse,

who jumped up, put on his gown and slippers, drew his

sword, and came upon deck ; when he found the con-

fusion so great that he was compelled to make pretty-

free and severe use of his weapon before he could

obtain any attention to his commands. This brought

them to reason; they soon got the fires under, De
Grasse returned to his cabin, and Lord C. got the

ship into the best order he could. He soon found

a great number of cooks set to work in preparing

an elegant repast, which was served up to the officers.

Lord Cranston expected an invitation, but not re-

ceiving it, or the slightest civility from any one French

officer, he went down to them, expressed his resentment,

and said that he had had as much fatigue and as little

refreshment as themselves, but that he would see every

one of his officers and crew refreshed before a single

Frenchman ate a morsel, though he himself Avould touch

nothing before them. This occasioned some surprise,

but was acquiesced in ; and when a second supper was

prepared, they thought proper to send a polite invi-

tation and apology to Lord Cranston for an accidental

omission before, which proceeded from no design or

disrespect. He accepted both, but says that no scene

of noise, riot, and drunkenness ever equalled what fol-

lowed that entertainment ; not a Frenchman who did

not appear to have gained a complete -^dctory instead of

having suffered a defeat. This does not tell much to

the credit of their humanity,* considering the number

of their friends that were lying dead and wounded in

the ship. This is a long story, but as it is characteristic

and genuine, I could not help giving it to you. The

• It is very pleasing to have to contrast so many and recent instances

of the interchange of the most humane and brotherly offices between the

naval men of the once hostile nations.
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season is so wet, cold, and imliealthy, that scarce a

family in this part of the world is free from sickness.

In my life I never remember so general an influenza.

H. B.

MARSHAL CONWAY TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

London, June Zrd, 1782.
Dear Sir,

Though I wrote to you not long ago, and

have now less time for writing than, I believe, any man
in his Majesty's dominions, I can't help troubling you

with a line or two, which you '11 find is indeed, in the

literal sense, troubling you, not being for the mere

pleasure of conversation. But as I shall, in my present

arduous and responsible situation,* have occasion for

all the helps imaginable, so there is no source, I am
sure, I may more confidently draw from than yours

;

and as there is no military system more or better studied

than that where you live, I shall be infinitely obliged to

you for any such lights on some parts of it as I fancy I

can by any means apply, to remedy a multitude of

defects subsisting in ours. Among many wants which

strike me, and which I have long had the inclination,

without the power of supplying, are those of a proper

seminaiy for officers, and particularly for breeding up

officers' children ; for which, as you know, our Woolwich

academy is but a miserable, confined institution.

Another is for soldiers' children, of which there is

indeed one in Ireland, which is grown something that

promises to be useful ; but my ideas are much more

extensive, and I don't despair of being able, one time

or other, to bring it about on an enlarged plan. I have

heard that the institutions for both these purposes have

been lately enlarged and improved by the Emperor

;

* Marshal Conway was at this period Comraauder-in- Chief.
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and I should be mucli obliged to you for any informa-

tion you can be so good as to procure me, which you

judge could be of use.

I should also be glad to know the particulars of the

institution of the lately-established military order ; and

to know the details and the effects of the limitation of

the soldier's time of service, which I know obtains as

well in tlie Imperial as in the Prussian service.

I conclude you have, by this time, taken leave of your

Holy guest. I have for some time prodigiously envied

you the enjoyment of one of the most extraordinary

scenes that I suppose was ever exhibited on this earthly

theatre ; and which I hear has been conducted by his

Imperial Majesty with a good sense and propriety that

adds much to my great admiration for him.

You will by this time have heard of our great naval

victory in the West Indies, which we flatter ourselves

may (under Providence) give an important turn to our

affairs. Our last Indian news has also for some time

worn a good colour ; and we flatter ourselves, though

perhaps threatened and out-numbered in these European

quarters, we need not tremble.

A very recent event, is what may in all propriety

be called the pacification of Ireland; the fuU flow

of their afiFections, which appearances now promise, and

their having so unanimously shown it by the noble

grant of 20,000 seamen—all these things have raised

our spirits, and our stocks considerably; and though

where they have depended on our yielding and recon-

ciling spirits, I doubt if you Mill approve—yet they add

immediate strength, and have produced a present actual

unanimity at home, to be shortly followed (though on

the same yielding principle) by an equal reconciliation

with America. All this is the completion of my
system, which you and I have sometimes debated about,

as well as our friend Yorke. I shall not triumph, till
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the effects are more clear and complete ; yet I OAvn my
confidence is great. Adieu, my dear Sir. I beg you not

to let me be forgot by your friends, wliom I shall always

be happy to call mine. Accept Lady Aylesbury's com-

pliments, and believe me,

Your most faithful and affectionate,

H. S. C.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO PHILIP YORKE, ESQ.

Vienna, August \lih, 1782.

My dear Yorke,

I most sincerely congratulate you upon your

marriage with as amiable and honest a young woman
as the King's dominions contain.* I have followed

her steps (though often at a distance) from the cradle

upwards, and with the warmth of almost parental affec-

tion.f My heart was set upon seeing her ha])pily settled

as the wife of a man of honour and truth. Heaven has

fulfilled that wish in its utmost extent

!

My felicitations to her are founded, not upon your

present afSuent circumstances or future prospects, but

upon the power she now possesses of following the

natural bent of her disposition and principles, by making

the house of her husband and friend the seat of domestic

happiness and contentment, through a long series of

years. She will tell you, my dear Yorke, that she saw

in her own father and in mine, two men, drawing

towards fourscore, who, at that age, blessed the hour that

united them to women of merit and steady principle

* Lady Elizabeth Lindsay, daughter to the Earl of Balcarres, and

cousin to the writer.

t In a letter, written nearly ten years previously, to his sister, he thus

expresses himself : " Why do you not mention my sweet little ward,

Lady Elizabeth ? Seriously, I think little Bessy a jewel of too much

value not to be set hereafter in the purest gold, and placed to the best

advantage."
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May you follow their example^ my dear Philip ! I have

not the smallest doubt of your doing so, though I shall

not be alive to applaud you.

I recommend all the Lindsays to you; they are

excellent people, and the boys will fight their way

through life with spirit and success.* Lord Balcarres is a

high-minded, brave, and generous lad as any in Britain,

and I feel proud when I recollect that he was my pupil.

I respect your present enjoyments too much to inter-

rupt them by touching upon disagreeable politics. A
thousand kind things to all Yorkes and Lindsays ; my
love to Lady Eliza. You are well assured that no man
is more deeply interested in your happiness than your

faithful friend, _ , ^ ^,
R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO ANDREW DRUMMOND, ESQ.

Vienna, Septemier lAth, 1782.

I NEVER was more affected by any melancholy event

which did not immediately regard my nearest and

dearest of friends, than by the sad news of the unac-

countable shipwreck of Admiral Kempenfeldt and his

gallant crew, almost within an English harbour.f Sm-ely

* Every part of this fond prediction was punctually fulfilled. Domestic

felicity attended the pair addi'essed, through a life protracted, on the

Earl's part, beyond its usual span ; and still happily prolonged in that of

his venerable partner, who witnessed the prosperity and distinction of

her whole band of brothers.

+ This appalling event, occasioned by contempt of an unimagined

danger, in suffering the vessel during a slight repair to be incautiously

heeled, has been revived in the pnbUc mind, by recent successful attempts

to remove the hull, and recover a portion of the guns, &e. It forms a

pleasing coincidence, that at the distance of sixty years, these efforts

should have been presided over, as Port Admiral, by the late Sir Philip

Henderson Durham, at the time of the catastrophe seventh lieutenant,

and one of the few officers saved ; to whom, as a valuable memorial of

his early escape, and subsequent gallantry in his country's service, a

recovered iron cannon was presented by the Board of Ordnance, and
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tliere is an adverse fate wliicli persecutes poor Old Eng-

land ! it grieves me to tlie heart, my dear Andrew, to

see so many proofs of that painful persuasion. At a

moment when my ardent imagination was seeking for

the name of Kempenfeldt either in the mouth of the

Mediterranean or the Baltic, he is a corpse upon the

British shore, and by some awkward mismanagement

unworthy of our naval skill and experience. This is,

indeed, afflicting. Our Bourbon enemies, within my
view, do honour to Kempenfeldt and to themselves, by

the sorrow they express at this accident. I am very

impatient to learn all its melancholy particulars.

I confess to you, my dear Andrew, (but without a

grain of peevishness,) that I have not, for years past,

comprehended fully any one operation of the war;

and I am still more in the dark with respect to your

clandestine attempts to trump up a dirty peace. This

I say to you in confidence, because I am determined

never to hurt the servants of the State ; though I have

long given up the hopes of being able to render them

such services as become my principles. All my trusty

friends will believe me when I say, that the bribe of a

dukedom would not lead my pen to dabble in dirty

ink. Happily it is permitted to vent my honest feelings

without restraint ; and I have never been called upon

to take the smallest share in the present obscure and

inauspicious transactions !

Who is going to Gibraltar? When will that neces-

sary exertion be undertaken?—since it is impossible,

even in these dilatory times, that the succours can be

withheld, till they are too late or altogether super-

fluous. We expect every hour to hear that the assault

is already begun. When will the turbulent campaign

erected in front of the family mansion, at Largo, in Fife. The noblest

monument to the unhappy sufferers is to be found in Cowper's never-to-

be-forgotten ballad.
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in St. Stephen's Chapel begin? The questions to be

agitated there are of greater moment than any which

have presented themselves for a century. If Lord

Norths from patriotic considerations^ shall determine to

support this administration, for fear of a loorse, then

matters may prosper ; but without Lord North and his

friends, I see not the smallest chance of their standing.

I have not the least idea of the manner in which the

troops on both sides will be mustered. Pray, my dear

Andrew, open my eyes upon this subject as soon as you

can, and believe me, ever yours, most cordially,

E. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO A. B. DRUMMOND, ESQ.

Vienna, Novemher SOtJi, 1782.

Your letter of the 7th was very welcome to me, my
dear Andrew, and I gladly accept as an apology for

youY silence, your enjoyment in the country. What a

charming party your father had, with Bigby, the Chan-

cellor, Lord Weymouth, &c. How delighted I should

have been to occupy a chair at his hospitable board, in

those days of festivity ! I should have received comfort

from such a company, in this moment of anxious doubt,

lest the honour and interests of Old England should be

sacrificed to party rage and personal views. I never

felt so uneasy as at present, my dear Andrew ; for I not

only am in the dark with respect to the real state of

parties in your depraved nation ; but can hardly see a

peep of daylight into the intended measures of the

administration under which I serve. Surely the brave

Elliott* and Howe have so far reinstated the national

affairs as to give full room for the most vigorous and

successful exertions of our strength, if there is any

• General Elliott, created Lord Heathfield for his gallant conduct at

Gibraltar.
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degree of the ancient spirit still existing among us !

I cannot entertain so mean an opinion of tlie men in

power, as to suppose tliem capable of letting down Old

England from her present dignified situation; or that

they can submit to receive the law from powers who

are ten times more exhausted than herself ! May the

opening of parliament relieve me from all my anxiety.

May the love of peace be accompanied with due regard

to the rights and dearest interests of our country ; and

I venture to foretel that all will go well in the course

of another twelvemonth.

I know nothing about your present negotiation at

Paris : thank Heaven ! I have not the least hand in it

!

and I am confident that no minister will think of

employing my pen in any species of dirty work. May
the hands of government be strengthened by the

reunion of all the best men in the kingdom, to carry

the first great question ; and all the rest will follow of

course. I shall be upon thorns till I see the issue of the

first debates. Pray, my sweet Andrew, help me to

understand them ! The bulk of the nation in which I

live received with rapture all the glorious tidings from

Gibraltar. Three of our poets have already sung the

exploits of Elliott in very good Latin and German

verses. The whole Austrian nation is prepared to

applaud those honours which the King and Parliament

will doubtless bestow upon the heroic commanders.

May they mark the gratitude of a great nation !

I was made very happy by a visit of my old comrade.

General Boyd,* on his way from Gibraltar to England.

He is as pleasant a fellow as any in the world, and

really cheered my spirits, even in these abominable

times. He has been received with great distinction

* Second in command at the glorious defence of Gibraltar, where the

idea of the red-hot shot, which did such execution on the Spanish floating

batteries, is said to have been his.
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here by the sovereign and all the best people, and,

indeed, he well deserves it. I am sorry to think that,

after visiting the Emperor's camp with me to-morrow,

he must set out the next day for England, as he is to

visit our old master. Prince Ferdinand, in Brunswick.

By the way, how I envy him that happiness ; but I

am surely one of the wicked ! (though my conscience

does not tell me how), since there is neither rest nor

comfort for me, at a time when treaties of peace are

signing in every quarter. I am literally the Mungo of

all the politicians in Europe ! One wish only I have,

and a very sincere one—that the peace, about which so

many cooks are employed, may turn out safe and

honourable ! The honour or blame, be they what they

may, belong in no degree whatever to me. I am ready,

however, to applaud what is right and ivell done, be

the peace-maker John, or Thomas, or Peter !

Yours, cordially,

E. M. K.

LORD APSLEY* TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

House, nth April, 1783.

Dear Sir,

It was my intention to have written to you

from Paris, and not to have remained so long silent,

had I not thought that by waiting till I came hither, I

might render my letter more interesting, by communi-

cating to you something of the events in our unhappy

distracted country. It otherwise would have contained

little more than my sincere thanks for your great

kindness to me during my stay at "Vienna; which,

however agreeable it might have been for me to

* Afterwards the well-known Earl Bathurst. The letter is curious, as

showing how early in his life the prudence and moderation so conspicuous

in tlie vetei'an statesman, manifested themselves.
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express^ would not have had anything very extraordi-

nary to engage your attention. It is but the tribute

which every Enghshman finds it his duty to pay for his

kind reception.

I should have kept my promise in writing to you the

moment a ministry was formed^ had I not conceived that

Mr. Fox's letter would have arrived as soon as mine,

if not sooner ; and had I not been engaged that post-

day (last Friday) in writing a refusal of an office which

the new Administration did me the honour to offer me.

Lord Bathiu'st seemed most desirous of my accepting

it ; and I even went to Court to kiss hands on Friday

;

but some delay happening concerning the other mem-
bers of the Board of Admiralty, I had time enough to

prevail on my father to have his permission to write a

refusal; not being willing so early and so blindly to

embrace any party, but more particularly one made

up of such discordant principles as that which composes

the present Administration.

With respect to what previously happened, the

newspaper accounts were pretty accurate. The King

continues to be most averse to the men he has found

himself under the necessity of employing, and has

refused to make any peers ; declaring that with respect

to permanent honours they shall not be masters. They

are at a great loss Avhom to appoint as successor to

Lord Temple, who is determined to resign. Lord

Derby has shown more sense than I thought he pos-

sessed, in declining that honour. It is said that Lord

Mansfield was offered to be Speaker of the House of

Lords, by the Duke of Rutland, merely as a compli-

ment ; and that his lordship has distressed the Admi-

nistration much by accepting the offer. There is not a

shilling in the Treasury, but it must be added that the

monied men in the city have made vast offers, and of

immediate advance of the sums required.

VOL. II. M
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If you now consider England as degraded, you would

not change your opinion by coming over (^-liicli many

of your friends wish and expect that you will), and

examining the manners of the chief men among us.

Such open prostitution, and prevention of seduction,

by putting oneself up to sale, was perhaps scarcely

ever known in any country ! I have heard men declare,

in public company, that if their friends had not places,

they would not accept any themselves, nor support the

Administration. People are the more importunate,

knowing that things will be run very hard on the first

division ; so that for a permanent Administration, you

must expect none for some time.

I suppose JNIr. Fox must have informed you that the

only change, with respect to the division of business

between the two Secretaries of State, is America being

added to his share, as being a foreign power ! The

discipline of the navy is much endangered, if not

totally destroyed, by Lord Howe's mild conduct on the

occasion of the mutiny. If you ask me how that

affair has ended, much and nearly as it concerns us,

I can only answer, as every one else in London does,

" I know nothing about it ;" all men confining their

inquiries to what persons have resigned, or who have

accepted places. I hope that you will now come over,

to get over your old-fashioned ideas of loving England

for England's sake : for men of such principles can by

no means represent the nation. Before I finish this

long and tedious letter, I am charged by Lord Bathurst

with his sincere thanks to you for your kind letter

to him; and to express how highly sensible he is

of the attention which you were so good as to show to,

dear Sir,

Your faithful and much-obliged humble servant,

Apsley.
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LORD HEATHTIELD* TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Gibraltar, May Sth, 1783.

Dear General,

The letter you lionoured me Avitli of the Sth

December, via Leghorn, was transmitted b}" shipping,

and only reached this place two days ago. I can't

disguise my vanity upon receiving your approbation of

what has passed here during the enemy's persevering

attempt. You don't make these professions as a

minister, but as a friend (perhaps too partial) and as a

warrior not of yesterday. We have trodden the thorny

path together, sometimes too near the precipice. j\Iy

journey is near concluding ; but you, dear friend, have

before your eyes a brilliant career. The chace is plea-

sant indeed, quand on est romjm au poil et a la plume.

How you must enjoy the Imperial Court where military

and political science are in perfection !

I take the liberty to enclose an answer to Captain

Riddell, with his commanding officer's and my entire

approbation of his design for improvement : under

General Keith's protection, he has a fine opportunity.

Now, my dear Sir, I must apply to you on the most

delicate subject, and one in which nothing but your

knowledge and address can be of service to me.

At Pisa, in Italy, Lieutenant Kochler of the Artillery,

one ofmymost confidential aides-de-camp, was presented

to his Imperial Majesty, who was pleased to converse

with him a long while, and upon the whole, testified

such approbation of my conduct as I dare not repeat

;

adding that he should have much pleasure in seeing and

conversing ivith me. Such expressions from such a man,

* Better known, perhaps, as the General Elliott, whose memorable

defence of Gibraltar is so modestly alluded to in a letter to his former

comrade.

M 2
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and tliat man the present Emperor of Germany !—it is

not easy to conceive my astonishment. I can only

receive them with respectful silence.* If anything is

proper to be said for me^ to your friendship I must

have recoui'se. I am certain you will not abandon an

old comrade in his difficulties. Let me entreat you

to do what is right. Should Lieutenant Kochler be

fortunate enough to reach Vienna, let me beg your

countenance of him. He will not abuse it, and I think

him worthy of a soldier's notice.

Happy I am Prince Kaunitz sees me in a favourable

light. I first knew him in FlanderSj just as he began to

take the lead in Europe. Eorgive me talking of what

alone concerns myself, and do favour me with some

commands, that my obedience may prove the preference

I give to your wishes.

I have the honour to be, dear Sir,

Your most obedient and humble servant,

G. A. Elliott.

In 1783, when the courtesy and good offices of Sir

H. M. Keith to his young countrymen had become

pretty well known, the Duke of Montagu thus writes:

—

Windsor Castle, Scj^t. 6th, ] 783.

Dear Sir,

I am thoroughly aware how you are pestered

with recommendations of young travellers, which is very

natural, as their friends cannot do them more essential

service than to recommend them to your favour and

protection. I feel that so much, that I cannot resist

adding to the number, b}^ commending to you my

* These expressions of unaifected modesty, from a man with whose

exploit all Europe at that time rung, enhance if possible its glory. It

will have been seen that a friendship so honourable to Sir Robert Keith

was mutual, from his frequent expressions regarding the brave governor

previous to the siege.
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nephew Lord Stopford, who will have the honour of

waiting on you with this. I think him a very amiable

young man ; I shall have the satisfaction of being sure

he is so, if he has the good fortune to merit your

approbation ; and I have great pleasure in persuading

myself that he will profit much by having the advantage

of your conversation.

As I have his A^elfare very much at heart, it was my
earnest wish that he might pass the winter, at least,

under your eye at Vienna. But what confirmed this

step to be preferable to any other, was his Majesty (who

spontaneously had given him an ensigncy in the Guards)

being most graciously pleased to say to his parents.

Lord and Lady Courtown, " You cannot do better than

send your son to Vienna, and get the Duke of Mon-
tagu to recommend him to his friend Sir Robert Keith."*

I can venture to say that thej^, as well as myself, will

feel greatly obliged to you for whatever good offices

you may be pleased to honour him with, and I am with

great truth and regard, and with most perfect esteem,

dear Sir,

Your very faithful, &c.,

Montagu.

sir james harrisf to sir r. m. keith.

Franlfort, Wcdnesdaij, Nov. 5th, 1783.

My dear Sir Robert,

After one of the pleasantest journeys possible,

through the finest of countries, and with the finest

* On another occasion (indeed on many) the King similarly expressed

himself. " Lord Morton (writes one of his friends) informed you of the

audience he had of the King. His Majesty mentioned you in the most

friendly and flattering manner imaginable ; and finished by saying, ' Your
lordship never could have been under the direction of so alle or excellent

a man as Sir Robert Keith.' "

f Afterwards Lord Malmsbury, the celebrated diplomatist.
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weather, we arrived liere yesterday between ten and

eleven at night. The first use I make of a pen since I

left Vienna, is to thank you most sincerely and candidly

for your more than kind reception. My visit there has

in every point fully met my expectations, and in none

more completely, my dear Sir, than by personifying, if

I may use the term, my friendship and esteem for you.

I recollect, with as tenacious a memory as Hamlet did

the "Remember me^^ of his father's spirit, the last

words you said to me in your closet ; and be assured

that I place you at the top of the list of those on whose

regard and good will I set the highest value. My stay

at Vienna operated on my mind like balm on a green

wound. My soul wanted that calm which the society

of the upright and candid can alone give ; and it is now
somewhat restored to that energy it was near losing.

I rely on you to find an opportunity of expressing mine

and my lady's respectful gratitude to the Emperor.

To Prince Kaunitz you cannot say too much. He need

not suspect my veracity, as I can have no interest in

flattering him. To Madame de Pergen, Madame de

Thuu, and, if you please, G-alitzen, the kindest com-

pliments. Count Eomanzow and I have already talked

over the first of these ladies,* and I do not like him the

less for his high esteem and admiration for her. I am
most sincerely anxious for the recovery of Madame de

Thun, and pray you to keep me informed of the state of

her health.

You will not forget me to Count Philip ; he treated

me too kindly not to be entitled to a very large share

of my gratitude for the many marks of attention I

received at Vienna.

I shall bear in my mind all you Avish me to do and

* Madame de Pergen and Madame de Thun, here mentioned, were the

most distinguished ornaments of Vienna society, and the peculiar friends

of Sir R. M. Keith.
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say when I arrive in England, wliich will probably be

about the ISth.

I can have no politics worthy of your notice. The

military preparations of France are still going on with

as much activity as her credit and pecuniary resources

will admit of. But these are at their lowest ebb, and

a general alarm of a national bankruptcy is gone abroad.

The fate of Dantzick seems decided, unless some tutelary

angel interposes in their behalf.

Adieu, my ever dear Sir Robert. Let us be good

correspondents throughout life, whether for the sake of

the service, or for that of maintaining, I trust I may say,

a mutual regard.

Ever yours most affectionately,

James Harris.

Lady Harris and my sister partake of every feeling

expressed in this letter.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO ANDREW DRUMMOND, ESQ.

Vienna, August lith, 1784.

Though I am living in a constant whirlwind of dissi-

pation, feasting, dancing, and courtl}^ waggery, following

from morning till morning, my amiable Prince Frederick,

I will not delay a moment to thank you, my dear

Andrew, for your welcome and kind letter of the 37th

July. Now or never, my brave Drummonds must

help to lift me out of the mire, where I am floundering

over head and ears. My ruin has been drawing on

from year to year, (though, Heaven knows, by no

extravagance of my own,) but this Princely visit of a

month has hastened it exceedingly. Be not afraid,

however, my dear Andrew, that matters are worse than

you know of. My Drummonds are my only consola-

tion ; for if I were to break up here to-morrow, my
goods and chattels at Vienna would more than amply
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suffice to carry me clear out of this country. But to

have an independent crust of bread in my old days,

is the laudable wish of your old friend, and if, under

the guidance of my Drummonds, that great object can

be secured, I shall be the happiest of mortals.

You know I have not drawn any money from my
agents in England since I got the 10th regiment; but

I only mention en passant, as Harry. knows ivhat I

have, and how it is to be disposed of. I shall never

inquire more about the matter. Cut and carve upon

me, as you please—and make of me ivhat you can

!

Lord, Lord ! when shall I see you all at Cadlands ?

These wicked continental politics grow more and more

intricate, and they will, I fear, tie me by the pen for

many months to come. If I can do good at last, all

my trouble will be repaid ten-fold. In the mean time

I can assure you (without presumption) that my supe-

riors pay me handsomely in praise, if not in hard

money. Alas ! they have little hard money for them-

selves ! I am rejoiced that matters go so swimmingly

in parliament. The peace with Tippoo Saib (which I

sent you to England about three weeks since) will

strengthen the hands of government, and credit of

the East India Company. The general esteem of the

nations of Europe goes along with Mr. Pitt, and he

truly deserves it.

My young Prince is one of the handsomest and most

excellent young men I ever knew.* This is not flattery,

but plain honest truth. I am proud of the honour of

presenting him, and he is equally beloved and admired

* Pi'ince Frederick, afterwards Duke of York. As a specimen of the

expensive style in which this visit was performed, General Grosvenor, in

writing to Sir R. M. Keitli to take a house for his royal pupil, stipulated

for stabling for fourteen horses, and lodging for six grooms. The biped

appendages were in proportion ; and the envoy's expenses may be

imagined.
^ _
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here. In three days hence he -nill go to a country-

house of the Emperor's, and afterwards accompany

him to all the camps. I dare not stir from Vienna, at

the present juncture, otherwise I shoukl attend his

Royal Highness every where. I had, besides the

Prince and three officers of his suite, at least a score of

John Bulls, who are genteel lads, and do me credit.

But how they devour the remainder of my substance,

you will easily conceive ! The Pergens and Thuns

remember you kindly. They have been the ornaments

of my feasts and balls ; and Elizabeth Thun danced

most nimbly, and looked most lovely at my ball the

night before last, though, alas ! she cannot yet swallow

anything solid. Tell this to Boyd, who I am sorry

should, on this occasion, merit the epithet of the laziest

fellow in Christendom. I must hasten to join my
Prince. Adieu, my dear Andrew ; Heaven bless you

and yours

!

Ever your true and warm friend,

R. M. K.

This mention of the Duke of York, whom, to prove

that his Majesty's flattering expressions were not w^ords

of course, the King had sent to Sir Robert's care, to

spend some time at Vienna, where no pains or expense

was spared to make his residence agreeable to him,

may lead to the insertion here (though, like the rest of

these miscellaneous epistles, rather out of the order

of dates) of one or more of the earlier effusions of a

gratitude, which, to the honour of that warm-hearted

young Prince, remained unimpaired during a lengthened

correspondence of several years. It will be seen that

he, too, reverted to his stay at Vienna with the fondest

reminiscences, and long cherished for the members of

Sir R. Keith's select coterie, as well as for himself, the

most grateful and affectionate regard.
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Korlit:, near Brilnn, August Zlst, 1784.

Dear Sir,

Permit me to repeat to you my most sincere

thanks for the very great civilities and attention which

I received from you during my stay at Vienna. Indeed

I shall ever remember with pleasure the time which I

passed there ; and I am sure that it was wholly owing

to your goodness. The camp here finishes to-morrow.

The Emperor spoke publicly to-day at table, of the

proposed alliance between the French and Dutch ; and

said that he had sent the Dutch word that he meant

to send some ships down the Scheldt ; and if they were

in the least molested, he should consider it as a decla-

ration of war. Yesterday a courier arrived from Paris,

and I don't think that the Emperor was perfectly

satisfied with the contents. As there are many things

which I would wish to inform you of, or learn from

you, which (Hke this) I am afraid to trust to the post,

I should be exceedingly obliged to you, to send me
some words and names for people, not down in our

cyphers, by Avhich we might communicate without

danger. Pray give our very best compliments to the

Pergens and Thuns ; and I am sure it would be very

ungrateful if I did not beg you to make my best

respects to Madame Zichy.

I am most sincerely, ever, dear Sir,

Your most affectionate,

Frederick.

SIR GREY COOPER TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Cavendish Square, March I7ih, 1785.

Dear Sir Robert Keith,

I cannot sufficiently express to you the satis-

faction which I received in reading your most pleasing
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and favourable report of tlie cliaracter^ principles, and

good conduct of my son. It still vibrates on my beart.

I communicated the pleasure to an affectionate mother,

to two sisters, and a brother, who have the blessing of

sensibility. They have all rejoiced with me in reading

your charming letter over and over again ; and they are

united in their gratitude to you for your kind attention

to the beloved young man who has had the good fortune

to have been placed under your care ; to have attended

to your instructions ; to have merited your approbation,

and to have obtained your friendship. It is with the

utmost regret that I find myself obliged to recall him

from so excellent a school, and from so advantageous a

situation. He would take the liberty of showing you

my last letter, which fixed the time for his return to his

regiment, viz., the latter end of the month of June. If

you will honour him with a letter to the Duke of York

or Prince William, his reception at Hanover will repay

him for his deviation from his road, and perhaps may
procure him the distinction of being the bearer of any

letters which their Royal Highnesses may have occasion

to convey to London. Perhaps for some late intelli-

gence, the route by Berlin may not be quite so pTojjer

;

perhaps Avhile I am writing, " Armorum sonitum toto

Germania coelo audiit." I leave him to your direction:

continvie, dear Sir Robert, to be his guide, his mentor,

his friend, and be assured that I am always, with the

truest regard and esteem.

Your aflectionate and much obliged humble servant,

Grey Cooper.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO ANDREW DRUMMOND, ESQ.

Vienna, May list, 1785.

My dear Andrew,

The same goodness of heart, and zeal of friend-

ship whichever distinguished your character, are strongly
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manifested in your letter of the 25tli of April, from

Bath. May the effects of your two mouths' residence

there prove to the highest degree salutary to the health

of our sweet Lady Mary, who well deserves that the

blessing of complete health should be added to those

she enjoys, and knoAvs how to value. I have heard of

the very intricate affairs which your uncle and Mr.

Harley have to settle with the Government, and happy

shall I be to hear that they are terminated to the entire

satisfaction of those two worthy men. I have my
youngest sister now in London. ^^ An old maiden, with-

out any of the faults attached to that title. She has an

excellent understanding, and a warm heart; I there-

fore recommend her to the intimate acquaintance of my
Drummonds.

You have seen, by this time, that their high and

blustering Mightinesses in Holland, have completely

bent their necks to the French yoke, and are going to

subscribe to the terms of pacification which Frjtnce has

dictated. This will restore tranquillity to one part of

Europe. But I am at a loss to foretell how long it may
last. There reigns a general ferment in most of the

cabinets on the Continent, and a restless pursuit of great

plans, which, sooner or later, must draw on a general

combustion.

The worst of the matter (with regard to myself) is,

that whilst there is even the distant appearance of

a gathering storm my patriotic zeal will not allow me to

think of quitting the deck, even Avlien I have no share

whatever in directing the course of the vessel. I believe,

my dear Andrew, that I often push my concern and

anxiety too far; but I have, in so many repeated

instances, seen the political affairs of Old England, with

respect to the Continent, left to the mercy of the winds

* The 'Mrs. Bethune Baliol of Sir W. Scott's « Chronicles of the

Canonorate."
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and Avaves, from the negligence or supineness of the

pilotSj that I am most heartily disposed to stand to ni}-

tackle in all weathers, in order to lend a helping hand

to the present commanders^, whenever they may think

proper to give the ship more way. They have excellent

principles and dispositions^ that I will say for them^ and

I wish them success in every shape ! I was glad to hear,

by the last letters, that the session of parliament is

likely to end so soon, and in so satisfactory a manner.

Nobody has yet explained to me how the Irish affair

will be settled ; but I trust that it has been maturely

weighed (as one of the most important in every point of

\iew), and that the termination will prove equally

advantageous to both nations.

Your young Pitt is indeed a wonderful instance

of the power of early genius, and I cannot tell you how
much I long to know him personally. One or two of

the happy days you spent together at Cadlands* would

have been to me a heartfelt enjoyment. Pray keep me
in the kind remembrance of the Gang, and all my
Vienna lads. They will be the comforts of my old age.

There is a Mr. Scott, of Harden, just now gone from

hence to England, who is a pleasant and valuable young

man. If he comes in your way make much of him.

He deserves it

!

Adieu. Yours with true cordiality,

K. M. K.

FIELD MARSHAL CONWAY TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Londo7i, June I2th, 1782.

Dear Sir,

I have at this moment in my mind a strange

conflict of contrition, shame, and repentance, mixed

with pleasure and sincere satisfaction : the last from the

* The seat of Mr. Drummond in Hampshire.
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great assurance your two letters give me against tlie

failure of your usual friendship and goodness ; and the

former, most justly, from my scandalous neglect to

acknowledge the merit of these proofs of them. You
say, besides, a thousand things which claim my earliest

attention, as they every way interest my heart. All

that effects your situation, fortune, or feelings, does so

;

but seem doubly to do so, when those feelings sympa-

thise with my own ; and I can't saj in how many
circumstances the things you say of yourself, tally

with those which daily occur to me. IMany in our for-

tunes, many in our minds, are the same ; though our

situations are now pretty different. The compensations

Nature has contrived, to suit our various situations, are

surely among the kindest of her works ; ^tis they which

seem to level all conditions, and procure a kind of

balance to keep the philosophic mind always in its posi-

tion. I believe that the little commotions and deviations

which appear to throw us out of our bias, should be

considered rather as benefits than misfortunes ; as they

create a kind of active sensation which stirs and

animates. Perfect happiness is not our destination here

;

and complete contentment would create a sort of stag-

nation hurtful to it. We must, I believe, have some-

thing to expect, and wish, as well as to enjoy. What
enjoyment alone may do in a future state, I know not

;

but here below, I am persuaded we require a little spur.

You can't imagine how pleased and happy you make
us, in even a distant hope that you may one day be of

our neighbourhood. Remember, however, that life is

short at its best, and precarious, and that age steals

upon us ; therefore, I would fain we should make our

hay while the remaining sun shines ; and if I knew the

time, I would with peculiar ardour set about to prepare

your nest as we have settled.

E71 attendant, je me console comme je piiis. I am a
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perfect male Penelope in your absence, busier than a

bee or spider, making webs and bouses, and sowing and

planting in fifty sliapes, wbich I intend should make
me very rich, but Avhicb, unfortunately, make me very

poor at present ; tliougli, having amusement and expec-

tancy, I am as liappy as a richer man. And all this,

with the much improved beauties of our little paradise,

I desire you ^11 lose no time in contemplating.

I doubt you ^11 not yet break your Vienna bonds, nor

give up your chimera of settling and moulding the

hearts of all Christian Kings and Princes to your

liking ; but peace being now, I understand, agreed on,

if not actually made, I think you may take the world

off your shoulders for a short time, and let us see you

in perfect idleness here. It will be a great rehef to you

to be rid of such a load ; and we shall enjoy your good

spirits * the better.

Accept Lady Aylesbury^ s kindest compliments, and

believe me, dear Sir, with the greatest truth, and sincere

esteem, your faithful servant,

H. Conway.

PRINCE FREDERICK TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Hanover, August 9th, 1785.

Dear Sir,

Permit me to return you my most sincere

thanks for your two very obhging letters, as well as for

your kind congratulations upon the new title which his

Majesty has been pleased to give me. I do not believe,

at least at present, that I shall return to England
;
you

may, however, depend upon it, that I shall take the

* Those of the noble old veteran, now verging on eighty, who, after

filling the most stormy situations in actual warfare, and political

life, and for many years presiding as Commander-in-Chief over the

armies of his country, could not only enjoy his "little paradise," but

build castles for the future, afford a delightful picture.



176 MEMOIRS AND COREESPONDEXCE OP

very first opportunity to express to bis Majesty liow

much I feel jouv goodness towards nie during my stay

at Vienna ; and I can assure you that it would give me
infinite pleasure, if it were in my power, to make you

another visit.*

I am exceedingly sorry that Mr. Cooper, son to Sir

Grey Cooper, left Brunswick without informing me ; as

I wished exceedingly to have sent you, by him, a list of

words and names, which would have rendered our cor-

respondence much easier. I shall, however, take the

very first safe means to do so. Affairs are in a very

unsettled state, and I confess I am very anxious to

know bow they will terminate.

Grenville desires me to give you his best compli-

ments, and to say be would have written had I not been

doing so. I am extremely happy to hear that the

Pergens, Thuns, and Zichis, are all in good health.

Pray, remember me to them in the strongest manner;

and tell Madame de Zichi how glad I am that she was

pleased with her reception in England.

Believe me, dear Sir, most sincerely, ever your most

affectionate

Frederick.

* General Grenville, the Prince's companion, thus shortly after cor-

roborates this :
—" His Royal Highness," writes he, " desires to be par-

ticularly remembered to you, and all friends at Vienna. If he had the

power of conveying himself, as quick as thought, wherever he wished, I

should advise you to lose no time in dispatching cards, with all possible

speed, to Mesdames Thun and Pergen, &c., for supper this very evening

!

But as we have no good-natured fairy to furnish us with supernatural

powers, we must content ourselves with chewing the cud of your honour's

good suppers (which is but poor amusement at all times, and more par-

ticularly as we have almost consumed our whole magazine—having been

so often reduced to make use of this unsatisfactory resource), and with

wishing you all health and happiness, from yours ever affectionately,

« R. Grenville."
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MARSHAL CONWAY TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Parh Place, itli Sept., 1 785.

Dear Sir,

I am heartily grieved at tlie account you give

me of your bad success with our ministers, on the inte-

resting article of your conge, and think it mortifying

that you, whom they find so useful in their negotiations,

should have such difficulty in your own. There ^s no

end of the evils, private and public, attending all political

squabbles. It was among the laws of Sparta, or some

wise Grecian state, that every citizen should take a part

in all contests that were going on; but could a con-

trary injunction prevail, it would be well for the peace

and happiness of mankind. There is an old book, little

attended to, though well known, that teaches a very

different doctrine. We are the children of peace by

profession, and of discord by practice, and the whole

system of mankind is a system of contention. One

must leave the world actually to enjoy it, and if one

has not great care, contention will follow even to our

rural scenes. The pleasure of mutually tormenting

seems the universal passion, and men affect it sometimes

as completely about killing a hare, or the bounds of a

dirty field, as about a kingdom. I have, I assure you,

no such contentions, having, thank Heaven ! no mano-

rial rights, nor hunting district, like the wild Indians

;

so that, could we but catch you here, when your good

stars shall consent to your retirement, and allow you to

be annihilated like myself, you may pass a good peace-

able sort of nonentity ; so pray don^t lose sight of your

castle. You shall not want our assistance to build or

realize it, and people live so much in the air now, it

would be quite unfashionable to relinquish it.

Yours ever affectionately,

H. Conway.

VOL. II. N
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO ANDREW DRUMMOND, ESQ.

Sept. 27th, 1785.

My DEAR Andrew,

I have not in many years received a letter

wliicli gave me so much heartfelt pleasure as yours of

the 13th instant has done. It is written with that

warmth of feeling and frankness of character which I

hold so dear, and which render your friendship of

inestimable value to me. I have nothing so much at

heart in this world, as to cherish such sentiments in the

minds of a few men of honour and truth, like yourself;

and I swear to you, my dear Andrew, that there exists

not upon earth a more cordial and deep-rooted attach-

ment than that I feel for you in every sense and shape.

That I have not been a punctual correspondent of

late, has been entirely owing to the uncertain and vexa-

tious situation in which I have found myself for several

months, both in regard to the public concerns and my
own. I have (in common with most of my brother

pohticians) thought myself on the eve of an important

crisis in Europe, which would either enkindle the flame

of war on the Continent, or estabhsh the public tran-

quilhty upon such a soHd basis, as to leave me master

of my own time and actions. I have been drawn on,

from week to week, in the hope of being able to hold

to you a decisive language upon the first of these

subjects, and to give you a just idea of my personal

plans for the enjoyment of that leisure which a general

pacification would procure me.

The slowness or the obstinacy of these mad Hol-

landers, (for mad they are, and ungrateful too, to the

highest pitch,) have to this hour kept me in teazing

suspense; and my only comfort is that matters have

now been brought by the Emperor to the peremptory

decision of a yes or no, which they must ere now
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have pronounced : and wliicli will be echoed through

France to Vienna in the course of eight-and-forty

hours. The courier charged with this important mono-

syllable (and probably with ten sheets of nonsense to

elucidate and jvistify it) may, perhaps, be galloping at

this moment into the walls of this capital; and you,

my dear Andrew, who live next door to these doughty

Burgomasters, are, no doubt, informed of their final

resolution before this time. I was long in the belief that

Old England was the only country in modern Europe

where civil dissension was often called in by staunch

jiatriots to enliven the dulness of foreign warfare !

I see that the States of Holland take a pleasure in

quarrelling among themselves, and in chasing away

their hereditary benefactor, the Stadtholder, at the same

instant that an incensed monarch, who has an army of

three hundred thousand men, is drawing near to their

frontiers. They have copied some parts of oui' late

conduct very exactly ; let us see if it will be with a

success equal to that we had to boast of at the end of

the last war.

I am much pleased with the sketch of what you believe

to be Mr. Pittas general plan, and I heartily wish him

success in the pursuit of each of his favourite objects.

It appears to me by the last mail, that the Irish are

beginning to feel, and to acknowledge, the necessity of

accepting (though with some variation of phraseology)

of the principal articles so generously proposed to them

by Great Britain ; and I trust that in the next

session of Parliament, all will be properly adjusted,

and to the mutual satisfaction and advantage of both

kingdoms.: Whoever opposes that agreement is an

enemy to both.

Wednesday, 28th.

I have purposely delayed the conclusion of this

epistle, in hopes of receiving the long-wished-for
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intelligence relative to tlie Dutch affairs. I am not,

however, a bit wiser than I was yesterdaj^, and no

courier has yet arrived ; let me, then, chat with you,

keeping clear of all tiresome politics.

I am to have a prodigious colony of John Bulls this

winter : Lords Wycombe, Ancram, Guildford, Glasgow,

Dungannon, &c., &c., and commoners by scores. Alas

!

my poor Tweedale acres ! but their fate has been long

pronounced. I Avish I had ten minutes' conversation

with your young Minister ; * I think I could convince

him (and without a grain of self-sufficiency) that it can

hardly be for the honour of government that a man who
has sat twelve successive years at his post, endeavouring

to render service to his country, and presenting in that

space of time four hundred young gentlemen at the

Imperial Court, should be driven to downright beggary.

But, my dear Andrew, my superiors seem to know

that poverty and I are upon terms of good fellowship,

and can jog on cheerfully through the rest of our

course. Be it so, if it must be so

!

I did not plague my friends with a long dull account

of my late narrow escape from drowning, because I never

thought it would be hitched into a newspaper ! The

bursting of a kind of water-spout that day had indeed

the most extraordinary effects,' and laid a whole tract

of country under water in less than an hour. I found

it extremely difficult to get through the torrents on

horseback even next day, and it was attended with some

danger. The man who was drowned was a perfect

stranger to me—a butcher's servant who joined me on

the road, and (so far from being my guide) he followed

me through the first torrent, and perished in the second,

whilst I was talking to some peasants on the opposite

bank, and had no idea of making even the attempt to

* The interview, wlien obtained (in 1789), led immediately to the

desired conclusion.
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cross it. I helped to take his body out of the water,

and had every chirurgical assistance brought to recover

him, but all in vain. There is the story, my dear

Andrew. A great many country people perished, but

only this one in my view.* Adieu, ever yours,

K. M. K.

P. S. Since writing the above, I have learned that a

courier is arrived from Paris, with news of the signature

of preliminaries between the Emperor and Holland.

GENERAL WIMPFFEN TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Warscnv, Snl Janvier, 1786.

VoTRE Excellence,

Comme je dois esperer, aura regu la lettre

que je pris la liberte de lui ecrire, apres Fimminent

danger dont la Divine Providence Ta si miraculeiisement

sauve ; a laquelle, avec maintes autres, j^ai temoigne ma
juste reconnoissance. Je supplie votre Excellence de

vouloir aussi, en I'entree de cette nouvelle carriere,

re9evoir mes voeux de gratitude, que j'adresse au

monarque de I'univers, pour la conservation precieuse

de votre illustre personne ; et d^etre le recompenseur

des bienfaits, aussi grands et aussi rares, dont il a plu a

votre Excellence de me combler. Elles out change ma
misfortune en bonheur, conserve mon honneur, et, bref,

il n'appartient qu^a des grandes ames, rares comme celle

* The danger (on what excursion, to Carlsbad, or elsewhere, is not

known) of which Sir Robert, partly from natural intrepidity makes so

light, and which he had altogether considerately concealed from his English

friends, must have been very iviminent, to draw forth from a brother

soldier, and a distinguished one, the following letter ; the venera-

tion and gratitude expressed in which, (and towards a fellow-mortal,

almost verging on impiety), bear testimony to the magnitude of the

obligations (totally unrecorded, even in the confidence of friendship, by

himself) conferred on the writer by Sir R. M. Keith.
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de votre Excellence, de faire des actions aussi nobles et

genereuses comme celle qu'elle a fait sur moi. Pour

encore plus graver vciSi gratitude sur mon ame^ je possede

I'illustre portrait de votre Excellence^ toujours devant

mes yeux, cfue j'adore comme un Dieu^ qui honore les

vertus; et je ne mourrai pas content si avant ma fin

je ne deviens encore si fortune pom* avoir I'liouneur

d^envisager I'illustre originel. Que Dieu et votre Excel-

lence me fassent cette grace !

Nous n'avons point de nouvelles dans ce pays-ci,

dignes des attentions de votre Excellence ; sinon que le

Roi de Prusse fait des preparations en ses troupes, qui

annoncent que pour le printems, il a I'envie de quelque

point nouveau. Pattendrai toujours par un bonlieur

inoui d^etre honore des ordres de votre Excellence,

pour avoir celui de 1'assurer de ma juste gratitude, et de

la veneration profonde avec laquelle j^ai Thonneur d'etre

Sontres humble, &c. &c.

Brown.*

letter from baron trenck to sir r. m. keith.

Zwerhaclc, proclie de Moelck, le 27 Janvier, ] 7G6.

VoTRE Excellence,

Le continu de celle-cy vous paraitra singulier.

C'est un Allemand, un etranger, un avanturier, bounete

homme ;
qui cliercbe la grandeur d'ame d'un Anglais.

Je vous connais, my lord ; votre respectable Pere etait

dejk mon protecteur, et vous serez mon bienfaiteur

dans un cas ovi je merite Tappui des sages et grands

de mes contemporains. An moins, je ne meriterai pas

votre mepris, par ma confiance raisonnee. Je ne suis

ni mendiant, ni trompeur, ni lacbe. Je suis le sacrifice

* The worthy man, whose (jratitude (a word he transplants into French,

as well as misfortune) thus overflows, was, like many of the imperial

generals, of British extraction.
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le plus sanglant de ma franchise^ et de ma vertu

inebranlable j le jouet du sort hiimain^ et la dupe d'un

souveraiu ingrat.

^explication de ma situation actuelle demande un

volume ; le-voicy en abrege, pour ne pas ennuj^er

votre patience. J'ai acliete Fannee 1779^ une terre en

Autriche, des debris de mon bien saccage; pour jouir

d'une vie tranquille jusqu^a la mort du Eoi de Prusse,

apres laquelle je suis assure de jouir un role brillant,

en cas que I'ambition me fouetterait pour retourner

dans le tourbillon du monde.

Depuis que je suis campagnard, j'ai essuye deux fois

une destruction totale par la grele et trois inondations.

Les chicanes de mes ennemis a Yienne ont acheve ma
mine; et me voici avec buit enfans^ reduit quasi a la

besace. L'Empereur m'attend a sa porte; mais mon
sort ne dependra pas de sa digestion. J^ai des raisons

pour refuser ses graces ; bien moins pour les chercher

en rampant^ parce qu'il m^a refuse mon droit, et

manque de parole.

J'ai done entrepris un ouvrage litteraire, que j'ai

annonce en huit tomes par premuneration, pour gagner

mes besoins pour Teducation de ma famille. Le premier

tome a paru au 15 Janvier. Mais mes ennemis obtin-

rent de la censure une defense rigoureuse, avec punition

de cent ducats centre I'imprimeur.

Me voila done dans un embarras sans egale. En
bonnete bomme je dois payer pour le pauvre imprimeur,

je dois rembourser les souscripteurs—et j'ai deja em-

ploye 1200 florins dans I'ouvrage; le troisieme tome

etant deja acheve. II est vrai que cette entreprise me
donnera un beau revenu dans 1'empire, dans la Saxe,

et les etats Prussiens, mais il s'agit de ma disette

actuelle ; et nuUe ressource k Vienne pour moi.

J'ai toujours ecrit centre le despotisme, centre les

friponsj et centre les moines. Dans chaque college de
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justice il y a toujoiu's quelque fanatique, ou Isiclie; et

voila la source des persecutions que j'essaycrai pour la

vie en Autriche.

J^ai rumine sur toutes les ressources possibles, dans

ce moment critique qui presse. J\ii trouve quelques

remedes; mais il me manque encore envers 400 ou 500

florins, sans lesquels mon mal est absolument insur-

monta])le, et me force peutetre de quitter Funiforme, ma
pension, ma famille, et TEtat.

C'est done a vous, my lord, qui je m^adresse.* Soyez

mon pere, mon bienfaiteur ! En cas de mepris, de

nonchalance, ou de refus, ne me donnez aucune reponse,

je ne vous respecterai pas moins, n'ayant aucune droit

pour exiger votre generosite. Mais, si vous connaissez

une partie de mon sort maratre ; si vous penetrez dans

le fond de mon ame dans ce moment oil je me trouve

force d'implorer votre secours, mettez ce que vous voulez

risquer pour moi dans une lettre blanche, en papier de

banque, avec les mots " Pour le Baron Trenck," et

sur Tadresse " A Monsieur Vigand, CafFetier." Vous

ne serez pas trompe. J'engage ma parole sacree de

vous rembourser apres la foire de Leipzig, au premier

d'Avril. Si je vous trompe, vous ne serez pas pauvre,

et Trenck aura cesse d'etre honnete homme. Lorsque

vous me tirerez d'embarras, et que je vous aurai Tobli-

gation de m'avoir soutenu dans mes catastrophes, mes

actions prouveront combien j'etais digne d'etre,

De votre Excellence,

Le plus humble et devoue serviteur,

Frederick Baron Trenck, Major.

* This letter, from the celebrity of its ^^Titer, has been selected from

hosts of similar appeals ; seldom, it would appear, addressed in vain to

one whose generosity far outstripped his means.
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SIR JOSEPH YOBKE TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Harjuc, April 2\st, 1785. :

Dear Sir^

Give me leave to recommend to your obliging

countenance and protection the bearer hereof, my old

schoolfellow, Mr. John Howard of Cardington, Bedford-

shire, one of the most singular and humane characters

of tlie age ; whose unwearied pains and travels to en-

deavour to put our jails and workhouses on a better

footing cannot be unknown to you. The parliament,

and indeed the voice of the nation, speak his merit,

and he has a right to the assistance of every one of us.

He desires to get all the information he can relative

to the prisons and Avorkhouses at Vienna, and elsewhere

in the Austrian dominions; and the encouragement

and good reception he has met with everywhere make
one hope that he may be allowed to inquire into the

regulations of the Austrian police relative to these

objects. He is certainly no spy, but a worthy man of

great family; and his only Adew is to be of some service in

the cause of humanity. Our friend, Mr. William Eden,

is a great friend of his, and pursues the same object.

I shall be much obliged to you for any civilities you

shcAV, or any service you can do to Mr. HoAvard, and

I remain, with unalterable esteem and affection, my
dear sir, your most faithful and devoted servant,

Joseph Yorke.*

* The visit took place in the end of tlie year. A young Englishman

tlius mentions it :
—" Sir Robert lias lately been much taken up by a

countryman of a very different description from those who usually fre-

quent this place. It is the celebrated Mr. Howard, who has spent some

days here from Turkey, and other places where the plague is frequent,

in order to endeavour to discover some method to arrest the progress of

that dreadful malady. He is at present in good health, but much
attenuated. He takes no food but dry bread and tea, as he finds extreme

temperance the best preservative against infection."
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COUNT ROSENBERG^ IMPERIAL CHAMBERLAIN^ TO SIR

ROBERT MURRAY KEITH^

(appointing a private audience for MR. HOWARD).

25 Fcv., 1786.

Monsieur^

L'Empereur desirant voir le celebre ]\Ionsieur

Howard^ et sachant qu^il n^aime pas les ceremonies des

cours, me charge de vous prier de faire savoir a cct ami

des hommes, qu^il pourra se rendre a la Chancellerie de

sa Majeste sur le Controler-gangj aujourd^liuij ou

demain^ a une lieure apres-midi. II y aura quelqu^un a

la porte, qui Tintroduira immediatement.

Je vous prie de me faire savoir si Monsieur Howard

veindra aujourd^hui^ ou demain ; et de me croire avec

un parfait devouement,
Rosenberg.

MR. HOWARD TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

March IBtU, 178G.

Permit me to make my grateful acknowledgments

for the kind attention shown me during my stay at

Vienna ; a sense of the honour there done me will ever

be a source of pleasure and gratitude.

I sent about ten days ago to Mr. Wiffin my last

publication, requesting your acceptance of it, also a

copy for Count Pergen, and Dr. Ingenhouz, and this

day a book for a corner in the Emperor^s library. The

plans for the Lazaretto are engraving, but it will be the

end of the year before I publish. I shall forward some

of the first to your Excellency.

With great regard and much esteem, I am, Sir,

Your most obedient and obliged servant,

John Howard.
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PRINCE ADAM CZARTORISKI TO SIR R. M. KEITH.'!^

Pulawy, 3nl April, 178G.

The kind expressions of 3'oiir letter of the lltli Marcli

cannot but raise tlie highest sense of pleasure and gra-

titude in a heart which, on so many good reasons, has

contracted long ago (and will preserve for ever) the

habit of loving and honouring you.

Lord Wycombe's and Major Green's trip to PulaAvy

is highly acceptable both to me and my family, at the

time intended. In my answer to Lord Wycombe (which,

according to permission, I put under your cover) I give

the most exact directions what road they are to follow

from Cracow. If cordiality, and the real pleasure they

wiU give us in coming to take a peep at our country,

can make up for the inconveniences they are likely to

meet with, I hope they won't be altogether sorry to

have undertaken the journey. Your mentioning that

you would not dislike to be of the party, raises in my
mind a train of ideas which I am loth to part with, as

with a delightful dream. In this particular, I can only

be sorry that my house is too much out of the way to

be pitched upon as the place fit for a negotiation, or the

signing of a treaty. I beg you will be thoroughly con-

vinced that no man upon earth sets a greater value

than I do on your friendship and esteem, and that I

am inviolably for ever, my dearest sir,

Your faithful friend and most obedient servant,

Adam Czartoriski.

Give me leave to send my best compliments to j\Ir.

Straton, and to Arbuthnot.

* This letter, which does equal honour to the kindness of heart and

uncommon proficiency in English of the noble writer, derives additional

interest from the expression of sentiments of friendship hereditary on

both sides
;
previous effusions of which, addressed to Mr. Keith, Sir

Robert's father, have been inserted.
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LORD DARLINGTON TO SIR R. M, KEITH.

Cleveland House, May 7th, 1786.

My dear SiRj

It is not easy to decide whether the father or

the son are most flattered by your friendlj^ attention,

iieitlier perhaps is it necessary. They botli feel them-

selves highly indebted, and equally Avish to prove their

sense of the favour you confer. I venture to say

they, because I can answer for myself; and my son,

in a letter of the 22nd of last month, says, " I respect,

adore, and love Sir Robert Keith, and wish I could

ever possibly in any way be serviceable to him"

—

consequently 'tis evident your kindness has had its

due weight, and I hope he will continue to deserve

your countenance. Youth sometimes will swerve from

the right path, but you, dear Sir Eobert, who have

so long been conversant with the world, will, I am
sensible, be indulgent enough to make allowances.

The King knighted Lord Cornwallis the evening

before his departm-e, in the most gracious manner

possible, not one person present; at the same time

acquainting him he had delayed it till that moment,

that it might not be insinuated that the blue ribbon

was the lure for the acceptance of the command

he had undertaken.* Om' Chancellor is recovered,

who was for two days thought in the utmost danger.

I am, dear Sir,

Your faithful and obedient humble servant,

Darlington.

* This delicacy in the monarch must have been dictated by the same

eeling which prompted ^lim to grant tlie investiture to Sir R. M. Keith,

when in Denmark, by anticipation, " in order," he said, " to distinguish

merit, independent of success."
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SIR JOHN SEBRIGHT TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Beechicood, lOth August, 1 706.

My dear Sir Robert,

I do not know liow to thank you as I ought

for your kindness to me, and your kind intentions

(still more precious) to my beloved son. These, my
dear friend, are essential obligations, that if I know
my heart I shall never forget, even if the affections

of that heart had not already been yours; nor can

Lady Sebright or I ever forget the honour and pleasure

we received when my old and respectable friend, your

father, gloriously supported by his two sons, was an

inhabitant of this place. But somewhat too much of

this. My dear son will have the honour to deliver

himself and these credentials into the hands of my
dear friend, Sir Robert Keith. "With his milk he

sucked in an affection for you and your family, which

literallygrew with his growth, and has been strengthened

by Drummonds, Campbells, and the Lord knows who :

for whenever he chances to say he is about to set

out for Vienna, then your Excellency, and your

several virtues, such as they are, as well as your kind

attention to our countrymen, become the subject,

not ungrateful to him who is about to avail himself of

them

!

My hand shakes, (for I am old), and I am going to

the Drawing-room, with Lady Sebright, to assure their

Majesties that we did not instigate our quondam

housemaid, Margaret Nicholson,* to attempt his sacred

life, which may God preserve ! Lord Frederick showed

me your last letter, which was as warm as that to me.

Sebright sets out to-morrow; I commit him to your

goodness and his own discretion; and now, my dear

* A mad woman, who fired a pistol at Kiug George the Third,
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and nmcli-valued friend, Sir Robert, I remain, with great

respect and attacliment,

Your for ever faithful and obhged,

J. Sebright.

THE DUKE OF YORK TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Hanover, Sej^t. 22nd, 1786.

Dear Sir,

I have many thanks to return j'ou for your

very obhging and confidential letter, which came safely

to my hands. It was so long since I had had the plea-

sure of hearing from you, that I really was afraid you
had quite forgotten me. I did not dare to answer

it till now, that I avail myself of Monsieur Walmoden
setting off for Vienna to write to you fully. The death

of the King of Prussia made many people imagine we
should very soon have a war. I confess I never was of

that opinion, as you were so good as to inform me that

it was not the wish of the Emperor ; and I knew that

the present King of Prussia was by no means desirous

of drawing the sword. The manner in which he has

began his reign does the greatest honour to his head

and to his heart ; and I daresay you will akeady be

aware of what I told you when I had the pleasure

of passing some very agreeable weeks with you at

Vienna—that the world has been totally mistaken in

this Prince. He has declared openly his attachment

for England, and for an English alliance; and has

given the strongest proofs of his sincerity in this respect

by the manner in which he has received all the pro-

posals of his uncle Prince Henrj^, who did, at first,

everything in his power to persuade him into trying to

gain over France. Indeed he is besides exceedingly

angry with France, on account of the affairs of Holland.

I have been told that there is almost a certainty of a
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war between tlie Russians and Turks; and that the

Emperor does not intend to give any assistance to his

ally the Empress. This, if really the case, will natiu-ally

break the great friendship which has for some time

subsisted between the imperial courts ; and which has

alarmed all the rest of Europe so much. I will not add

more on these subjects, on which you are so much
better informed, but end by assuring you how sincerely

I am, dear sir, most faithfully yours,

Fredeuick.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO A. B. DRUMMOND, ESQ.

Vieniia, February IJth, 1787.

You are always the same warm-hearted and active

friend, and I assure you, my dear Andrew, that I look

upon your cordial attachment as one of the most

valuable blessings of my life. Heartily sorry am I that

I am not permitted to cultivate it, in the parish of

St. Martinis ; but this is likely to be a year of turmoil

and trouble, in more quarters than one, and what with

vapouring Turks and Russians on one hand, and frantic

Hollanders on the other, I must not think of indulging

my private wishes for the present. Other gentlemen

of my cloth would perhaps think that a little haze in the

wind^s eye is not a sufficient reason for postponing

personal enjoyments. Eut I have a 7va7/ of my oum in

thinking of public duty ; and my excellent friends of

the " Gang" will not think the worse of me for it.

Remember, my dear Andrew, that in meiitioning the

clouds I see hovering on the horizon, I am far from pre-

dicting a dangerous storm. These clouds may blow

over, as a hundred others have done before; and at all

events^ I have the happiness to be persuaded that the

British galley may remain in port, and keep clear of
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the squall, let it blow from what corner it may ! So

much for enigmatical politics !

The Empress of Russia's journey must necessarily

make a great noise in Europe^ and the hundred thou-

sand soldiers who attend the progress may perhaps

make some stir in Turkey. We suppose that she

arrived at Kiew on the 16th instant^ and we expect

letters from thence every hour. The Emperor will

probably set out before the middle of March, and (with-

out a single soldier to attend him) will probably join her

at Cherson, in the end of April. Oh ! that he would tell

a body, when he comes back, what he has seen and

heard.

Yours truly,

R. M. K.

The above exclamation it is impossible to avoid

echoing, notwithstanding the amusing volumes in which

the witty Prince de Ligne has embodied the memorabilia

of the brilliant Crimean progress ; which, a mere matter

of fact letter, dated Cherson (from Mr. Fitzherbert, who

accompanied the Empress as British minister), informs

Sir R. Keith was by no means productive of the same

enthusiasm on the Emperor's part, as the interview of

the sovereigns some years before.

Equally impossible is it to avoid regretting the unfor-

tunate destruction of Sir Robert Keith's letters to his

own family during the whole reign of a man, with whom
he enjoyed (from his simple unostentatious habits, and

avowed predilection for the British envoy) the most

unrestrained facilities of intercourse. We learn (from

the MS. journal of the same traveller, so often before

quoted) that Joseph was in the habit of dropping in

frequently at Madame de Pergen's (where Sir Robert

Keith passed most of his evenings) with so little state

or ceremony, as not even to interrupt the game at

" Ombre " which his hostess and her guests might be



SIR EGBERT MURRAY KEITH. 193

engaged in. "And on tliese occasions ^^ (adds the

narrator, rather tantahsingly,) "the Emperor would

laugh heartily with the young ladies, and tell a number
of excellent stories." Most of these have been lost to

posterity, as well as the particulars of a facetious

conversation, occurring on an occasion when the same

gentleman* was present. One of them, however, has

since been recovered, and is well worth narrating :

—

" The Emperor related a circumstance which had just

happened, and which amused us very much. One of

the town prisons had been pulled down ; a man pur-

chased the ground where it stood ; built a house and

shop there, and put the Emperor^s head for a sign.

The magistrates of the town, thinking it disgraceful that

his Imperial Majesty's head should be exposed in a

place where malefactors had been confined, ordered it

to be taken down. The man went to the Emperor, and

complained of the expense he had been at, in having so

fine a sign-post painted, and thought it hard it should

be thrown away. The Emperor did not choose to con-

tradict the magistrates ; but he told the man to put a

Ijeard on the face, and a glory round the head, which

would change it to Saint Joseph. This was accordingly

done ; I have since seen it, and I declare that I think

none of the pictures done for the Emperor are so like

him as the sign in its present state." The following

account of the writer's public introduction, and other

graphic particulars of the mode of life at Vienna, may
serve to atone to the reader for the loss of similar

anecdotes from Sir Robert's own pen.

"Last Sunday Sir Eobert Keith presented me and

the other English gentlemen here to the Emperor.

We were eleven in number, and the suite of carriages

* The accomplished and lamented R. Arbuthnot, Esq., afterwards

Colonial Secretary at Ceylon, and brother to the late Sir W. Ai"buthnot.

VOL. II. O
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wliicli followed Sir Robert's^ made it look like the

procession of an ambassador making his first visit.

We found the antechamber pretty crowded, it being

the first time the Emperor has seen company since his

return from Italy. We found him standing alone,

dressed as he always is, in uniform. The only ceremony

at entrance, is making a low bow. I do not pretend

to judge of the other qualities of the Emperor, but he

certainly has as much the look and manners of a

gentleman as any person I ever saw. He is a very well

looking man, middle sized, with fair hair, and very light

blue eyes. He has something so good-natured and

frank in his appearance and behaviour, that one feels

perfectly easy in his company, and even has a desire to

enter into conversation with him. He seemed very

glad to see Sir Eobert again, and inquired very par-

ticularly about his health. He asked us from whence

we came, if directly from England, or after having

made the tour of Europe; said he hoped we would

make a long stay at Vienna, and woiild amuse ourselves

well while we remained.

"It being St. Thomas's-day the Emperor dined in

public with the knights of the order of Maria-Theresa,

instituted by the late Empress as a reward for military

merit. It is something like that of St. Louis in France,

but more honourable, as confined to a smaller number,

and can be given to nobody in time of peace. It is

divided into grand crosses, commanders, and simple

knights ; the grand crosses only dine in the same room

with the Emperor. There are at present only four of

them, all officers of great and distinguished character

—

Marshals Haddick, Laudohn, Lacy, and Nadasti; and

it is singular enough, that not one of them is a

German; for Lacy is an Irishman, Laudohn (though

born in Livonia) of a Scotch family, and the other two

are Hungarians. The Emperor seemed to be in high
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spirits, but did not eat a bit of an exceeding good

dinner wliicb was set before liim. As soon as be sat

down, he called Sir Robert Keith to stand by bis cliair,

and kept talking and lauyhing with him all the time of

dinner. He said, among other things^ how happy a

sovereign might think himself to have four such generals

as those he saw before him; and added, that he was

ashamed to think he was the only person present who

had got that ribbon without having done anything to

deserve it."

As a contrast to the stifp and magnificent entertain-

ments which, to the young (though akeady far travelled

andsuperior minded) observer,seemedintolerably tedious,

the following particulars are given of the free, uncere-

monious style of living, even under the Emperor's roof,

among the elite of Viennese society who formed his

country circle :
—" The Emperor is gone for three weeks

to Laxemberg, and Vienna is quite dull in consequence,

for he has carried off with him all the most agreeable

people in town. Twenty gentlemen and twelve ladies

have accompanied him ; and Madame de Tliun and her

two daughters are of the latter number. They pass

their time in the pleasantest manner possible; and

there is not the slightest constraint. All lodge in the

palace, but are as much at home as if they were in their

own houses. All do as they choose in the mornings, but

dine and sup together at two tables -, at either of which

the Emperor, as it happens, takes his seat."

" A circumstance took place last night which will

surprise those who look upon Vienna as the seat of

form and etiquette. There was a fire-work in the

Prater, which finished about ten o'clock. Twelve gen-

tlemen and ladies of the very highest rank in this

country, who met there, went afterward to sup in one

of the little guinguettes, where the common people

amuse themselves. They remained there till midnight,

o 2
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when, as the night was remarkably fine, one of the

company proposed, that, instead of going to bed, they

should immediately set out for Laxemberg, and pay a

visit to Madame de Thun. This plan being agreed to,

they got a common waggon, into which they all packed

themselves. Prince Louis Lichtenstein, who was one

of the party, took four horses from his carriage and put

them to it. Another gentleman drove; and in this

equipage they got to Laxemberg about two in the

morning, drove straight up to the palace, made so much
noise as to awaken every body, and ha^dng raised

Madame de Thun from her bed, remained with her

until day-break, when they returned to Vienna, and

went through the streets in their cart, to the astonish-

ment of all who saw them. I believe you will allow

that there is no other Court in Europe where people

could take such liberty." *

The general style of winter society in Vienna is thus

described:—"Every night in the week there is an

assembly somewhere. They begin about nine o^clock

after the play, and people converse or walk about till

eleven. Then comes supper, which is generally very

splendid ; indeed the great nobility live here in a style

of magnificence, of which in England we have no idea.

I have already dined or supped at Count Hatzfeldt's,

Prince Gahtzin's, the Marquis de Noiailles', Prince

* The toleration here of similar harmless frolics, and prevalence of

another similar amusement styled a BaroucJiade, in which, in the

carriages newly invented under that name, large parties of the elite of

Vienna drove out into the villages round the neighbom-hood, to walk

about, drinlc milk, and dance under the trees, may serve to account for

that indulgence in rm-al pleasures, and what were in France styled

undignified recreations, so fatal to the Emperor's sister, poor Marie-

Antoinette. It is a curious coincidence that the writer who nai-ratcs

their perfect impunity at Vienna, should have been an eye-witness and

narrator also (in letters to Sir R. M. Keith) of the first calamitous events

of the French Revolution.
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Paar's, Prince Colloredo's, and Prince Kaimitz^s. I was

very desirous to see this last great politician, who, for

thirty-five years, has governed the German empire with

ahsolute authority. Pie is a man of superior abilities,

and one of the first statesmen that ever existed ; but he

is at least as much distinguished for his singularities

and oddities as for his genius and talents. He is

remarkably cold and inattentive to strangers, some-

times scarcely deigning to speak to them ; but his

respect for Sir Robert Keith makes him tolerably ci^dl

to every person who is presented by him. The common
hour of dining at Vienna is half-past two, and nobody

dines after three ; but the rules which are made for the

common run of mankind are not in the least observed

by Prince Kaunitz. He never sits down to table until

past five, and very often not till night. This circum-

stance is very inconvenient, as nobody can know at

what time to go to him. The day I first dined there,

the company were assembled at half-past five, and it

Avas past seven before he made his appearance, and he

never thought of making any apology .^^

THE DUKE OF YORK TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Hanover, Jvhj \st, 1787.

Dear Sir,

I am quite ashamed of not having sooner

answered your last very obliging letter, but for those

last two months I have been so continually travelling

about, that it really has not been in my power to return

you all the thanks I owe for the very interesting intel-

ligence which your letter contained. I am, I confess,

exceedingly anxious to know how the interview between

the Emperor and Empress of Eussia has gone ofi". The

meeting between those two great personages will cause

great alarm all over Europe. The last time they met,



198 MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OP

the great projects which have frightened Germany so

much were first brought upon the carpet, and every

body here fears this interview is intended to bring them

to maturity. His Imperial Majesty has, however, at

present, his hands full ; and it appears as if it would be

no easy matter to bring the Flanderkins to rights

again.

I passed my time very agreeably at Berlin, and cannot

sufficiently express how much I was flattered by the

very distinguished manner in which the King behaved

towards me. This day three weeks I shall set out upon

my return home. It is not necessary, I am sure, to

express to you how impatient I am to return, as it is

near seven long years since I left England.

Give me leave to assure you, that it is always with

the greatest pleasure that I think of the very agreeable

time which I passed at Vienna, which was certainly

owing to the very great civilities and attentions which

I received from you ; and I shall be most exceedingly

happy if at any time it is in my power to be of use to

you, and to prove to you how sincerely I am ever.

Dear Sir,

Yours most affectionately,

Frederick.

P.S.—Is there any probability of our meeting in Old

England ?

SIR RALPH PAYNE TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Lyons, November 1st, 1788.

My dear Sir Robert,

Your memory is as excellent, and as much to

be depended on, in offices of friendship, as it is in events

of history;* nor has it ever been more an object of

* The extensive acquaintance with historical events and characters

here alluded to, had earned for Sir R. M. Keith, it would seem, from the
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admiration upon the latter occasion, than it is of Lady-

Payne's * and my very affectionate gratitude upon the

former. If our feelings on all your friendly and uniform

attentions to us while at, or since we have left Vienna,

were a circumstance of the least degree of value to you, I

would take some pains to express them ; but as they can

be of no further importance to you than that of giving

you the satisfaction of knowing that you have not been

lavishing your friendship on objects who are not duly

sensible of its worth, I leave the proofs of our desert of

it to the test of time, which we trust, will not for ever

leave us destitute of the power of displaying them.

If I make no attempt to describe to you our senti-

ments on this occasion, it is because I know myself

unequal to the task; and because we entertain the

most confident dependance on your adding one more act

following extract, an European reputation, founded on his skilful practice

(some say invention) of a Jeu de Societe, since a favourite one with the

late Mr. Canning, imder the name of the " Twdvc," or " Twenty Ques-

tions J
" by the skilful proposing of which, Sir Robert was enabled to

guess the minutest particular connected with the most recondite person-

age mentioned in sacred or secular history. A friend from Paris thus

writes :
—" A few days ago, I happened to be in company with some

French Savans, when one of them (Monsieur Suard) hearing that I had

been at Vienna, asked me if I knew anything of your talent for guessing,

of which he had often heard, and which he did not at all comprehend.

I told him that I had been witness to it twenty times ; and had myself

more than once proposed things to you which I thought extremely diffi-

cult, but which you had discovered with the greatest ease. As every-

body seemed most desirous of knowing how you proceeded, and I recol-

lected the questions you asked of Monsieur de Souza, by which you
guessed Don Juan dc Castro's whisJcers, I repeated them. This only

served to increase their astonishment ; and every person allowed that

the whole forty members of the French Academy could not do as

much."

* Tb? lady, in whose house hi Grafton-street, Lord Chancellor Erskino,

'.a her being taken ill, wrote the well-known couplet

—

" 'Tis true I am ill, but I need not complain,

For he never knew pleasure, who never knew Payne."

Sir Ralph Payne afterwards became Lord Lavington.
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of friendship to the numberless others we have expe-

rienced from you, by persuading yourself that we are

destitute of no one sentiment for you which the heartiest

gratitude, the sincerest respect, and the most affec-

tionate attachment can inspire. God bless you, my
dear Sir, in every step, wish, and circumstance of joui

life ! May fortune strew your path with her choicest

gifts, go where you will. I speculate that jowr first

f/oinff will be to England ; and though I pretend to very

little intuition into the womb of futurity, the interest

which I take in your horoscope tempts me to hazard a

guess what will happen when our ministers at home lay

their hands upon you !

Apropos of such subjects. When I was at Zurich,

where I staid a couple of days, I paid a visit to, and

spent two or three hours each day with Lavater ; and

I will annex a memorandum which I copied from his

note-book, on Charles Fox's physiognomy, Avhich he

had an opportunity of examining about a couple

of months ago, at Berne, Avhere he met him accidentally.

Fox has this autumn been making a tour of Switzer-

land ; whence he went by Milan to Turin, and I expect

him here every hour. Adieu, dear Sir; that every

real good, and pleasant accessory may attend you, is

the sincere wish of

Your very faithful and affectionate servant,

Ralph Payne.

PHYSIOGNOMY OF JIR. FOX BY LAVATER.

Front—Ine'puisablc
;
plus de riclicsse d'idces, ct d'imagcs, que jc u'ai

jamais vu pcint sur aucune 2'>Jiysionomic au mondc.

Sourcils—Supei'bes, rcgnants, dominants.

Nez—Mddiocre.

Zes Teux—Remplis de g^nie, peryans, fascinants, magiques.

Lcs Joues—Sensuels.

Bouclic—Pleine d'une volubilite surprenante ct agrcable ; ct Ic bas du

visage doux, affable, sociable. (Lavater, Pinxit.)
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MR. ARBUTHNOT TO SIR R. M. KEITH.*

Paris, July 28(11,1789.

My dear Sir Robert,

Your letter of the 31st only readied me yes-

terday ; the delivery of letters for some time past has

been very irregular, which, indeed, is not much to he

wondered at.

The revolution in the French constitution and govern-

ment, may now, I think, be looked upon as completed,

beyond all fear of any further attempt being made
by the Court party, to defeat it. The entrance of the

King into Paris was certainly one of the most humi-

liating steps that could possibly be taken. He was

actually led in triumph, like a tame bear, by the

Deputies and the city militia. The whole party inimical

to the rights of the people, are dispersed. The Count

d'Artois and his whole family, (except the Countess,

who is much beloved,) the Condes, Contis, Polignacs,

Breteuils, and Vaudreuils, &c.—are all fled ; and people

are talking of confiscating their estates. The news

we have from the provinces are much more favourable

than could have been expected. Everywhere the

people and the soldiers seem to have been animated

with the same spirit. In Brittany, where the greatest

apprehensions were entertained, the soldiers refused

to obey their officers, and many of them joined the

* A series of letters, from the same gentleman to Sir R. M. Keith,

detailing from day to day the events and progress of the no longer

solitary French Revolution, had been laid aside ; as affording, inevitably,

from the voluminous chronicles already published, no new matter on an
exhausted subject. The striking coincidences, however, occurring in these

unstudied epistles, between its first steps and those of that third convul-

sion, which we have recently witnessed, has suggested the insertion of

one of them, which (but for the " shadow with a kingly crown," which it

still represents as existing upon sufferance) might be read as a newspaper

paragraph of 1S48 !
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people. Fifty thousand Bretons were in arms, ready-

to march to the assistance of the Parisians ; and there

is no doubt that if the King had not come round, they

would not have left a nobleman^s house standing in

the -whole pro-since. There certainly never was an

instance of so astonishing a revolution operated almost

without bloodshed; and without the people being led

on by any leader or any party, but merely by the

general diffusion of reason and philosophy.

We shall soon be able to form a guess of what is the

nature of the constitution that is intended to be adopted

in France. A committee of eight members is chosen to

form a plan, which wiU afterwards be laid before the

whole assembly for its approbation. The three persons

who will probably have the greatest share in this import-

ant work, are Monsieur Mounier, the Abb^ Sieyes, and

the Count de Clermont Tonnerre, all three men of

first-rate abilities. From what is known of their ideas

and principles, it is thought the executive power will

be left solely to the King, who will be deprived of all

share in the legislative authority, which will be lodged

in the National Assembly, formed into one body,

without distinction of orders. Another particular in

which it is thought the French constitution will differ

essentially from ours, -will be to have a power in the

state superior to that of the National Assembly, by

leaving to the people, in great and important points,

the right of controlling the proceedings of their repre-

sentatives, as in the United States. Several years

must pass over, before we can judge of the advantages

or disadvantages of such a form of government.

p.S.—A friend of mine (on whose opinion I place

reliance,) Vice-president of one of the districts, has

just come to me, and advised me to leave Paris without

delay. A number of ridiculous reports have been
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propagated^ of the English giving money to the mob,

with a view of increasing the disturbances. Although

inclined to think my informant's apprehensions ground-

less, yet, in consideration of those which may be felt

by the friends of Sir John B., I shall follow the

advice ; I have accordingly ordered post-horses, and

shall be off in an hour. Yours, &c.,

R. A.

MR. HOWARD TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Pefersiurgh, September 8th, ] 789.

Sir,

I hope your Excellency is well. Since I had

the pleasure of seeing you, I have visited Amsterdam,

Osnaburgh, Hanover, Berlin, Riga, &c., &c. I leave

this city for Moscow next week. I stop there about a

fortnight and proceed to Warsaw, Presburg, and Trieste.

All intercourse with Turkey is now finally stopped at

the Black Sea.

I receive, by your letter, all possible attention from

Mr. Whitworth, who has been so kind as to procure me
a courier's pass, by which I go smoothly on, without

stopping for horses ; which is often the case when there

are ten or twelve in the stable at the post-houses.

I would. Sir, request a pass for myself and one English

servant, which will enable me to pass vnth more security

and comfort through the Emperor's country.

With the truest esteem and regard.

Your Excellency's obedient servant,

John Howard.

The following, and concluding letter, derives a melan-

choly interest from being, if not the last, probably one

of the very last, ever penned by the philanthropic

writer :

—
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Sir,

MR. HOWARD TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Clierson, November 23cZ, 1789,

I have received your kind letter with the pass-

port. Had I come by Presburg, I should have thought

it my duty to pay my respects to your Excellency ; but

I found the hospitals in sad disorder in the north of

Russia, and being assured that 70,000 recruits, sailors

and soldiers, died in them last year, determined mc to

visit the army and navy hospitals in the south. Here,

I find them much worse; and 265 died at Wilowska,

out of about 1500, last month.

I purpose next month, making the tour ofthe Crimea,

and staying at Sevastopol some weeks, as the marine

hospital is there ; and shall take the first opportunity of

crossing into Turkey. This country wants the zeal and

attention of the Emperor, in whose success and happiness

I exult. With much esteem, and my grateful acknow-

ledgments for your very kind and constant attention,

I have the pleasure to subscribe myself, &c., &c.,

John Hoavard.

In closing with the above remarkable letter, the series

of Sir R. M. Keith's miscellaneous correspondence, the

editor can only regret that more ample materials for

selection than the fragmentary portions, and detached

specimens alone preserved, were not at her command.

Had the unbroken correspondence of the writer with

his own family been extant, instead of a few scattered

epistles, which seem to have owed their preservation

chiefly to the buoyancy of the lighter matters of which

they treat—many anecdotes regarding persons, and

remarks concerning events occurring in Austria, now

discreetly suppressed, might have ministered amusement

to the curiosity of the reader.
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But in drawing- it may, perhaps, be tliouglit too

freely, on tlie scanty relics treasured by the affection

of a few faithful friends of " sixty years ago," the

editor has at least the satisfaction of reflecting, that no

sentiment has found a place not calculated either to

enhance respect or create regard for its long unconscious

writer; or to throw light, in some one or other of its

various phases, on a character whose like the widely-

altered features of society make improbable we shall

ever look upon again. This last opinion, it is believed,

the graver succeeding portion of the work (embracing

Sir R. M. Keith's inedited political transactions) will

rather verify than disprove.

The journey of Sir R. Murray Keith to his native

country in 1788-9, not, as we have seen him fre-

quently anticipate, on an excursion of pleasure, to

recruit his jaded spirits among a chosen set of friends,

but to vindicate, by viva voce representations, his own

honour and that of the service he had so deeply at

heart, from a course of official neglect which he had

long vainly deprecated in writing, forms an episode so

truly illustrative of his character, that its personal

nature would scarcely justify even an uninterested

biographer for withholding it. On one, with whom
the earnest and truthful delineation of the man, yet

more than of the minister, is a paramount consideration,

it seems imperative to contrast the prevailing bonliommie

and good humour which formed such prominent features

in the character of Sir R. M. Keith, with the keen, yet

dignified assertion of his public and private rights, which

circumstances, happily rare, could call forth ; to prove

what the general strain of his correspondence might

have led some almost to doubt, that he who, as had been

said of him while in Denmark, could " browbeat one

queen in rescue of another," could beard a minister
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(one^ too, with whom he had hved for years in private

as well as pubHc good fellowship) when his own honour

and his master's interests Avere at stake.

Nor, firm, determined, nay bold, perhaps, beyond

ministerial precedent, as was the tenor of those com-

munications, (whose anomalous nature, at once official

and personal, will serve as a transition link between the

private and public portions of the present correspon-

dence) is it less honourable to either party—the official

superior or the remonstrating envoy—that when all

had ended triumphantly to the satisfaction of the

latter, no leaven of remaining bitterness seems—spite

of an encounter of words so sharp and menacing—to

have lingered in the breast of the party addressed with

such unministerial boldness. That, with the occasion,

all trace of it vanished from the kind, frank nature of

the writer, none who have read his heart in his letters,

can for a moment doubt.

The minister under whom Sir E. M. Keith was at this

time serving (the tenth Secretary of State, with whom
his twenty-seven years of diplomatic hfe had brought

him in contact) was the Marquis of Caermarthen, after-

wards Duke of Leeds; who, like all his predecessors,

had testified towards Sir Robert not merely uniform

approbation and a high appreciation of his political

conduct, but a warmth of personal intimacy, which

a few familiar epistles, of a nature rarely emanating

from Downing Street, survive to attest.

Whether, however, from constitutional indolence, or

that absorption in the interests of party at home,

to which Walpole and others remark the foreign rela-

tions of England to have been frequently sacrificed, her

representative at the Court of Vienna (happily for her

and himself no novice) was frequently left for months

together without a word in answer to his voluminous

and valuable dispatches, or a ray of light as to the

views and intentions of government, to guide his steps
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through the crooked and perplexing mazes of Austrian

politics. His complaints on this subject^ however well-

founded, partook for long of his wonted good humour

and forbearance ; nor did these, be it observed, even

while offensively disregarded, abate one jot of the zeal

and minuteness with which he continued to forward

information of the utmost importance in the then

critical state of Europe.

Of the quality and value of these communications,

the specimen, perhaps, most acceptable to the reader,

will be found in the dispatch containing the graphic

record of one of the frequent confidential conversations

which the Emperor Joseph, during his whole reign, was

in the habit of holding with the British Envoy; who,

having hailed the auspicious dawn of a sway from which

so much was, alas ! in vain, anticipated, had retained

a predilection for the man long after he had ceased to

approve the monarch.

How soon the halcyon prospects held out by the

accession of Joseph were clouded by his precipitate

attempts to press on his subjects unwelcome reforms,

and how totally they were obscured by his later efforts

to force those innovations at the point of the bayonet,

is too well known.

But perhaps volumes—and these have been written on

the subject—could not better paint the anomaHes of the

Princess character, the results of a narrow and despotic

education, blending with the headlong adoption of every

crude and untried theory of modern innovation—than

they exhibit themselves in a conversation, which, while

it evinces the spirit of tyranny, which resistance to his

plans had by this period developed and matured, does

justice at the same time to the sincerity of purpose

with which they were viewed as beneficial by their

author.

Joseph, it may be Mentioned^ then fresh from his

recent brilliant progre^^s through the Crimea with his
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favourite ally, the Empress Catherine— courted by

France—flushed with the expected submission of his

revolted Flemish subjects—and about to set out on a

campaign of anticipated triumph over the Turks (the

fatigues and disasters of which, on the contrary, com-

bined with the disappointment of his political projects,

to give his yet unbroken health a blow from which it

never recovered), held perhaps for the last time, in this

interview, the haughty and exulting language, which

adverse events, and the approach of the great teacher,

Death, led him, happily for himself and his subjects, to

retract, during the last hours of a lingering and painful,

but firmly supported, illness.

[Most Secret.']

SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE MARQUIS OF CAERMARTHEN.

Vienna, Aur/ust drcl, 1787. '

My Lord,

On Sunday last, I had the honour to present

three English gentlemen to the Emperor. At the

moment when he dismissed them, I took occasion to

mention to the monarch a book which I had sent him

the day before from the worthy and beneficent Mr.

Howard, relating to the improvement of public prisons

and hospitals.

As soon as my countrymen had left the Emperor's

closet, and I found myself alone with him, I asked his

leave to acquit myself of a commission which I had in

express charge from my sovereign. The Emperor said

" by all means," and in the most affable manner he led

me by the arm to the upper end of the room. I then

expressed to his Imperial Majesty (in an almost literal

translation into French of the phrases contained in your

lordship's dispatch) the very friendly sentiments of his

Majesty; his real concern for the actual troubles in the

Low Countries, and his wish that no evil consequences
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arising out of them, may disturb the prosperity of the

Emperor^s reign, or weaken his power.

I saw very visibly, by the Emperor's countenance,

that this message gave him sincere pleasure. He again

laid hold of my arm, and said, " I am greatly obliged to

the King for a declaration so aiiiiable, and I desire you

to make known to your sovereign the just sense I

entertain of its value. His Britannic Majesty knows,

by his own experience, that it is the unhappy lot of

monarchs to see their upright intentions frequently mis-

apprehended, their views wilfully misconstrued, and

their principles calumniated. He has seen the subjects

of his distant dominions abandon their duty and allegi-

ance, from false notions of liberty, and through the

instigations of factious, selfish, and artful men. What
have they gained,—even by the success of their auda-

cious enterprise ?—only anarchy and confusion.

"I have lately seen my subjects in the Netherlands on

the very brink of open rebellion, from the frantic

adoption of views which have been artfully and inces-

santly instilled into their minds by designing lawyers,

bigotted priests, and a few men of higher birth, who

are nevr-fangled dabblers in what they call patriotism.

The feebleness of my government in the Low Countries

had, by timid and unwarrantable concessions, in a

manner encouraged the arrogant demands of my sub-

jects, and by yielding a ready consent to every encroach-

ment on my rights, the governors at length left to the

Flemish leaders no other difficulty save that of inventing

new pretensions. The only excuse those governors

offered for their conduct was the solemn asseveration,

repeated in every dispatch, that this, and this, and this

must be conceded; otherwise the Low Countries would

be inevitably and irrecoverably lost to the House of

Austria. / never felt that danger ; I never foresaw,

and still less confirmed the concessions which, being

VOL. II. p
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granted by persons invested with no sort of autliority to

relinquish any of the rights of sovereignty', are in them-

selves null and void. The steps I have already taken,

have in some degree opened the eves of the Flemish

nation, and I trust that I shall he able to bring them
back to reason and justice, I am sensible that it is an

arduous task, and I am unwilling to flatter myself too

soon; but certainly, with the hearty desire of sparing

fools and detecting knaves, I hope to convince the

Flemish that I meant them no harm, and that an

equitable line ought to be drawn between legal

prerogative and constitutional principles/'

All this Avas said very rapidly; and the Emperor,

changing the subject, proceeded as follows:—'^''Your

sovereign has a good deal of work on his hands in

a neighbouring quarter. He is engaged in a ticklish

discussion with the Court of France, in relation to the

affairs of Holland/'

This I acknowledged, and in the precise language of

your lordship's dispatch, I represented, fully and fairly

,

the state of that business, assuring his Imperial Majesty

that I was ordered to make to him every communication

upon that subject which he should think proper to

require; as my Court was fully persuaded that the

independence of that Republic and the maintenance of

its ancient constitution, were matters of very essential

importance to the House of Austria.

The Emperor (without departing a single instant

from that good-humoured affability which had reigned

in his conversation) replied, in a tone bordering on jocu-

lar irony, " Independence ! yes ! and old constitution, if

you please, too. But whatever concern foreign powers

may have in keeping the Dutch Republic from falling

to pieces, it can be of little, very little importance,

indeed, to any other crowned heads save those who
are related by blood or afiinity to the Prince of
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Orange^ wliether there is, or is iiot^ a Stadtliolder in

Holland; or, granting a magistrate of that denomi-

nation shall exist, whether his powers are enlarged or

curtailed."

I replied, that to me it appeared perfectly clear that

the maintenance, not only of the forms, but the princi-

ples of the ancient constitution of Holland was, in

a very high degree, interesting to his Imperial IMajesty

;

as that very faction which now governs the province of

Holland, and from the most wicked motives oppresses

the Prince of Orange and overturns every fundamental

law, has eagerly sought to spread the same infectious

spirit of licentious democracy and wild innovation

among their neighbours the Flemings, whom they would

have assisted with all their might, in their resistance to

his government, if these lawless demagogues had

remained masters at home. I ended by saying, that his

Imperial Majesty's ancestors had experienced the value

of that friendship which the Hepublic, under a Avell

ordered government, could lend; and that (in my
humble opinion) the actual situation of things rendered

that consideration to the full as weighty now as at any

former period. The Emperor, after attentively listening,

resumed to this effect :

—

" I will readily grant you. Sir, that the patriots, as

they are pleased to call themselves, in Holland, have

been extremely desirous to make proselytes to their

doctrines every where. But it is not from them alone

that my subjects in the Netherlands have borrowed

the spirit of turbulent and mistaken patriotism. It is

flaming forth in every petty state of that quarter of

Europe. Not only at Liege, at Spa, and at Aix-la-

Chapelle, but even in the Princess Cunegunda of

Saxony's Abbey of Essen ! Nay, let me tell you,"

continued the Emperor, " but only in the way of con-

fidential conversation, that the King of France has

p 2
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acted very vmrisely, not to use a harsher term, to have

sown tlie seeds of tliat fructifying doctrine in his own

dominions ; by his late assembly of the Notables—he

may expect the inevitable growth of them throughout the

whole of his future reign.

" I have diftcrent notions about all that/' pursued the

monarch; " and I am determined to act in consequence

of them. Yet I can lay my hand upon my heart and

affirm^ that I have not the smallest wish to infringe

the just liberties of any set of men in any part of my
dominions. As to the value of Dutch friendship or

enmity, I will only say, that the ideas you allude to are

founded upon principles of other tiraes^ and which are

now Avholly altered. Who amongst our predecessors

would have foretold, or even believed, if another had

predicted it, that Austria and France would at this

time be in alliance ? Yet you see that it is true, and

that Holland is the ally of France, and has lately proved

it by waging bitter war against England?"

I replied, that our ancestors had lost nothing in my
estimation from not having foreseen events so highly

improbable on every account. Before I could well make
the remark, his Majesty gave another turn to the con-

versation by saying abruptly, " There is a new piece of

intelligence respecting the Dutch affairs. We have

learned that the King of Prussia is marching an army

towards that country, and report says, in concert with

the King of England, who is to take Hessians into his

pay, and lend his Prussian INIajesty his Hanoverian

troops."

I answered, that though the second part of this intel-

ligence Avas, to the best of ray knowledge, without

foundation, the former part of it was certainly true.

That the march of a corps of Prussian troops seemed

to me a very natural and justifiable measure, in order to

obtain satisfaction for an egregious insult offered to
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that monarcVs sister; an aflair whicli I licld to be

wliolly separate from the other disputes in the republic,

which France, England, and Prussia, all appeared desir-

ous to terminate by joint mediation.

" Insult ! insult I" resumed the monarch, "that is an

excellent word, and serves the purpose admirably when

a pretext is wanted for sending troops into Holland.

That the Dutch Burgomasters are uncourtly towards

ladies, must be acknowledged; but between you and I,

Sir, the real state of the case appears to me to be this

:

The States of Holland are unquestionably masters in

their own country. They alone have the right to judge

whether the wife of the Prince of Orange (a prince in

their service, and now at open war with them) may
make a visit to the Hague without any danger to their

government. If they thought she could not, I am at a

loss to conceive who can justly find a crime in their

desiring to be excused receiving it. The manner may

have been improjjer, the act is itself justifiable.'^ *

* Among the inconsistencies of Joseph, few are more strilving than

this vindication, by a monarch bent on quelling by force insurrectionary

movements in his own adjoining dominions, of an act of gross outrage,

on the part of the Dutch leaders towards the wife of a Prince, whom
this democratic despot is pleased to style their "Magistrate." The Prince

of Orange having been obliged to return to Nimeguen, the Princess,

whether from a confidence in her abilities (which were universally

acknowledged), or in the influence which might be derived from her sex

and dignity, adopted the resolution of proceeding down from Nimeguen

to the Hague, with the view of entering into personal negotiation with

the adverse party. But the spectacle of a princess, allied to one of the

greatest royal houses, after being reduced to fly from her country, nobly

rushing bade and committing herself to the mercy of hostile factions, to

plead the cause of her husband and children, was not to be rashly rislced

among a people, a great portion of whom were still attached to the House

of Orange. The Princess, accompanied only by one lady, Count Ber-

trand, and an officer or two, was rudely arrested by a burgher guard who

exhibited the exultation and disorder of a banditti who had seized a rich

prey ; and by their noise so startled the horses in the Princess's carriage,

that she narrowly escaped being overturned into one of the canals. She
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I begged the Emperor's pfirclon for owning that I saw

that matter in a very different light. Upon which he

said, " It is indeed superfluous to dwell upon this point

which is foreign to mc.^ Let us then/"' proceeded he,

" return to the affairs of the Netherlands, in order that

I may give you some idea of what I expect from thence,

and of the plan of conduct I have laid down to

myself."

In pursuance of this very gracious intention, his

Imperial jMajesty entered into a very long detail of

circumstances, which I must abridge, in order not to

swell this letter to an enormous bulk. He said it was

a clear maxim with him that there could be no separate,

still less any repugnant interests between sovereign and

subject. That he had never entertained the most dis-

tant idea of enslaving the Flemings. Had such a pur-

pose existed, he would have taken the opportunity

when, at the end of the Dutch quarrel, he had sixty

thousand soldiers in that country. That his journey to

the Crimea at the moment when the new arrangements

and reformation of the Courts of Justice were to be

introduced, afforded a positive proof that he had no

oppressive views. That he expected the deputies would

soon arrive at Vienna, but without full power to conclude

anything. " Perhaps," said he, " they will bring along

with them a pretty large share of grievances, and a still

larger one of obstinacy." That, nevertheless, as he

had nothing to disguise, and had never yet found

and her suite were then dragged about as prisoners till about seven in

the evening ; when on arriving at a small inn, the captain of the free corps

accompanied the Princess into her room, with his sword drawn in his

hand, and sitting cross-legged by her side, ordered wine, beer, pipes, and

tobacco !

* Little did CA'en Joseph's lately uttered prognostics on French

affairs enable him to foresee, that within three short years a sisler of Ms
mon would be exposed to similar insult and detention, not in an attempt

to re-enter, but to escape from a kingdom where her life was in danger

!



Sm EGBERT MURRAY KEITH. 215

plain sense, and honest purpose unpersuasive, lie tliouglit

he should persuade the deputies of two things : Pirst,

the constitution of their different provinces had been

(notwithstanding its boasted excellence) extremely

faulty in its first principles, and palpably inadequate to

estabHsh and enforce salutary laws for the general

good, strict order and responsibility in matters of

finance, and an impartial, as well as prompt distribution

of justice in the different courts of law. Secondly, that

the States had proved themselves neither prudent nor in

fact u2Ji'ight guardians of the public purse ; seeing that

the Board of Treasury (chosen by themselves) had

never, in the course of forty-four years, balanced or

settled a single accompt, or known with certainty the

truth of their own pecuniary situation. That upwards of

five hundred petitions or remonstrances (of which he

would produce a list) given into his oivn hands during

his journey through the Low Countries, would demon-

strate that their system of jurisdiction had been tardy,

partial, and inefficacious ; and that in reforming the

law courts he had rendered the Flemings an essential

service. That if he could be capable of wishing to make

her subjects in those provinces smart for their present

errors, he could do it, by leaving them in the hands of

their blood-sucking lawyers, the real piests of their

country. That he was determined, when he met the

deputies, to debate every point with them coolly, but

was equally resolved to be bullied into none; as he

sincerely respected every real and essential article of

their constitution. That this point once agreed on,

sovereign and subject ought (and he hoped would) go

hand in hand in regenerating good order and respect

for law in every department and corner of the country.

^' With these principles and views,'^ continued he, "I

am persuaded I ought to succeed ; and the more so as

both I and my subjects are by this time equally convinced
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that tlieir means of resistance arc much inferior to

their former boastings. First' of all, they thought it

morally impossible that from tlieir local situation, and

other imaginary advantages, I should ever attempt to

reduce them by force. Secondly, if I undertook to do

so, they were to raise and pay ?i poiverful army; to send

it to the Rhine, and to defend the passage of that river

against my troops. Thirdly, as that project grew stale,

and appeared to themselves impracticable, they were at

last resolved to fortify every pass, every rivulet, and

every cottage, and to fight for their country step by step.

I leave you to judge, Sir, of the practicability of either

of these schemes. My language in regard to their pos-

sible resistance has been tJiis :
' You say, gentlemen, that

I am to lose the Netherlands for ever; I tell you in

return, that my monarchy is indivisible, and that I will

risk the Avliole of it to preserve it entire. I should be

truly sorry to order a single musket to be fired against

any subject of my own. But before you dispose of my
provinces so lightly, pray recollect what force you have

to cope Avith; and be assured that that force shall be fully

and strenuously exerted to bring \o\x to your senses.

You threaten me with emigrations ; I shall be sorry for

them ; but valuable subjects and industrious men do not

emigrate,* and your soil and your situation are in eveiy

respect too good and comfortable for you to abandon

them lightly. The monied men,^ say you, ' will quit

the country : no such thing ; monied men know their

own interests, and I will make it clearly their's to remain

where they are. You perhaps think you may indulge

a little spirit of anarchy, and even try the weapons of

rebellion without the dread of any fatal consequences

;

and that you can throw them aside when you are tired

* The well-read Joseph had surely forgotten the revocation of the

Edict of Nantes, and the ancestors of those vei'y Flemings transporting

themselves to England,



SIK EGBERT MURRAY KEITH. 217

of them. In relation to this last point, I make to you,

gentlemen, this explicit declaration. My subjects shall

never have just cause to suspect me of heing amljitious to

grasp at inordinate power. They shall never be driven

to extreme and violent measures by any voluntary act of

mine. But that they may know what they have to

expect in all possible cases, it is fit that you, gentlemen,

should previously understand my notions in regard to

every species of conquest.

" ' Should the chance of war render me master of a

province wrested from an enemy, and relinquished to

me without any conditional stipulations, I should think

it my duty to respect private property, and the general

laws and customs, when they did not manifestly clash

with my system of government. But if any province

of my monarchy should (which Heaven avert,) ever

"wield against me the sword of rebellion, and that I

should succeed in re-conquering it by the same weapon,

I publicly declare that I should look upon the entire

property of every individual, of every rank and condi-

tion, who had taken up arms against my government,

as irretrievably forfeited to the Crown ; and the Avhole

laws, privileges, and institutions of that country, wholly

and solely at my disposition and niercy.^

" The last argument," pursued the monarch, " appears

to have been one of the most pertinent and cogent that

could be employed ; and I have no doubt of its efficacy."

Having said this, his Imperial Majesty again pressed

my arm, and after repeating the assurance that the

commission I had executed by his Majesty's order, had
given him real pleasure—he put an end to the con-

versation. I withdrew, after thanking the Emperor for

his condescension, and begging him to remain per-

suaded that the happiness and prosperity of his reign are

nowhere more ardently wished for than in England.

The above conversation requires no comment. I



218 MEMOIES AND COERESPONDEXCE OF

have omitted much to avoid prolixity ; but I have cer-

tainly mis-stated nothing. The different expressions of

my concurrence with, or dissent from, the monarches

opinions, Avhich I introduced from time to time, are the

less deserving of your lordship^s notice, as they produced

110 effect. The Emperor's language was that of an ally

of France, partial towards her, and viewing the Dutch
affairs through a deceitful medium, strongly tinged with

her false colouring. I beg permission, however, to

make one observation before I conclude this long letter;

that, however predominant his bias in favour of France

may be, or whatever proofs his future conduct may
furnish of her ascendancy over his councils, no one

expression in the above conversation indicated (accord-

ing to my judgment) his being absolutely bound by any

engagement to act in concert with that power, in respect

to the affairs of Holland. His mind may be prepared

to adopt false principles, and pursue impolitic measures,

but I am persuaded that his hands are hitherto at liberty.

I have the honour, &c.,

E. M. Keith.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE MARQUIS OF CAERMARTHEN.

Vienna, Jaimary dOtk, 17<18.

My Lord,

It is matter of deep concern to me, to be

reduced to the necessity of desiring your lordship to lay

before his Majesty the following humble, yet most

earnest request, which my actual situation renders not

only reasonable, but strictly indispensable.

On the 4th of August, I sent to your lordship by the

messenger Roworth, and on the 30th of the same month

by the messenger Basilico, several letters, which were so

far important, as they proved that the sentiments of this

Court were far from being consonant to the King's wishes,
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and that the Porte had abeady declared war against

Russia, in which war Austria must soon be involved.

In a dispatch of the 4th September, your lordship

(after mentioning the receipt of those letters merely by

the numbers marked on them), was pleased to signify

to me his Majesty's high approbation of the language

I voluntarily held in order to refute the calumnies of

France at Constantinople, and gave me orders to repeat

the same expressions in his Majesty's name. To these

your lordship added the assurance, that the rupture

with Turkey could make no change in the King's

friendly sentiments towards his Imperial Majesty.

But it appeared, soon after, that the Emperor had very

different views, and that he himself had been the pro-

poser, at Petersburgh, of a triple alliance including

France, in direct opposition to the interests of Great

Britain, and which (if brought to a conclusion) must

necessarily endanger the tranquillity of Europe.

Yet, from the date of the 14th September, to this

hour, I have not been honoured with a single line of

information or instruction relative to that very impor-

tant matter, or to any object particularly relating to the

affairs of Austria. Your subsequent dispatches, Nos. 10

and 11, relate solely to the Dutch affairs, and to the

accommodation of our differences with France ; No. 12,

enclosed me the King's speech, and No. 13 only

demanded information from me respecting the coinage

of Austria.

This is the fifty-third letter I have written to the

office, since I have received one word in direct answer

to any of them.

A silence so long, and unprecedented, can only prove

that the variable, and even the inimical politics of this

Court, have justly become matter of so much indif-

ference to Great Britain, that they neither call for

animadversion, nor for solicitous investigation.
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I likewise draw from the duration of your lordship's

silence this equitable conclusion, that the King has at

present no business to transact at A^ienna, and that,

consequenth", my presence there is in no shape neces-

sary for his service.

On the other hand, my lord, it will not surprise you

to learn, that after residing constantly, and with the

most intense application to my duty, for twelve long

years within the walls of A^ienna, during which time I

have presented to the sovereign, and exerted my best

offices and hospitality towards above live hundred of

our countrymen, my pecuniary circumstances, and my
private aflTairs, stand greatly in need of my presence in

Great Britain.

This exigency is considerably augmented by your

lordship's not having favoured me with any sort of

answer to a very candid, as well as respectful exposition

of my circumstances and claims which came to your

hands upwards of three months ago.

It, therefore, only remains for me to beg of your

lordship, in your official capacity, to submit this letter

Avithout delay to his Majesty's benevolent consideration.

I entertain the most sanguine hope that he Avill be

graciously pleased to grant me a leave of absence for

six months, and the permission to return to England,

in the month of March or April, Mr. Stratton, who

has served with zeal and capacity here as secretary for

seven years, may (if your lordship thinks proper) be

charged with the King's affairs, till my return to Vienna,

and it will be of advantage to them that he should be

honoured with the commission of his Majesty's Secre-

tary of Legation.

I appeal to your lordship's justice for the fairness of

what I have above stated, and I trust that the innate

goodness, and long experienced favour of my sovereign,

will once more be manifested towards his old faithful
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servant, by the speedy and complete gratification of

those wishes, which my pnblic and private duties have

impelled me thus ardently to express.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

R. M. Keith.

The above public letter to the Marquis of Caermartlicn

was enclosed in a private letter to him of the following

tenor :

—

My Lord,

At the same time that I give way to the

irresistible motives which oblige me to request your

lordship to lay before the King the enclosed letter in

extenso, I am by no means mimindful of the deference

which is due to my principal; and therefore have put

my letter under a separate cover, that your lordship may
order it to be decyphered by a confidential person.

I have the honour to be, very respectfully,

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE MARQUIS OF CAERMARTHEN.

Vienna, Feb. 2'th, 1788.

My Lord,

I had the honour to receive on Monday last

your dispatch No. 1. I thank your lordship for having

taken the earliest opportunity of laying before his

Majesty my letter No. I'i. That letter would never

have had a place in the official correspondence, nor even

have had an existence in thought, if, during five long-

months (and five months of a new war, in which three

empires are actually engaged) I could have obtained,

from my Secretary of State, one line of instructions

regarding public affairs, or in answer to my respectful

application touching my own most interesting private

concerns.
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I wait -witli tlie reverence of grateful and affectionate

dutj, and witli a confidence^ founded on conscious recti-

tude^ the decision of my gracious sovereign^ and of Ms
confidential servants^ with respect to every part of my
conduct.

I have the honour to he^ &c.,

R. M. Keith.

The tone of the above letter—so indicative of the

frank and confiding character of its writer^ will prove

how little his previous remonstrances were dictated by

pique or personal resentment; a fact further corroborated

by the enhanced minuteness of his official commnnica-

tions during the anxious period which immediately

followed. That they failed in producing their legitimate

effect, will appear from the following extract :

—

[Secret and Confidential.']

Vienna, March Votli, 1788.

By a courier who arrived here last nighty from the

Emperor, he sent back to Prince Kaunitz the last

dispatches from Count Merc3^ But it is believed that

his Imperial Majesty dispatched, at the same time, a

messenger to Petersburgh with his private lett(M's to

the Empress of Russia. My best endeavours to dis-

cover the purport of these important dispatches from

Paris, have hitherto proved unsuccessful. But I hope

in a day or two, to come at the knowledge of their

general scope, and to learn whether France will openly

thwart, privately counteract, or openly acquiesce in the

establishment of that joint mediation which Prussia has

held out at Petersburgh.

Yom" lordship Avill long ere now, have seen the

unquestionable expediency of acquainting me with the

real state of that important negotiation in which the

King, our master, bears so large a share, and which, if
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it sliould ever meet -with tlie acceptance of Russia^ must

be equally extended to tlie Court where I reside.

It is morally impossible; (I do your lordship the

justice to believe it) that his Majesty^s minister at

Vienna^ should ever find himself in the shameful situa-

tion of learning; from the steps which may hereafter be

taken by the ministers of Prussia^ the determination of

the English Cabinet, in relation to points of the highest

importance to Austria^ and which must necessarily have

the greatest influence on our general system of politics.

I have the honour to be^

E. M. Keith.

The concihatory and unselfish spirit in which some

flattering assurances from head quarters (where we
learn from private letters that his merits were, spite of

unpardonable negligence, adequately appreciated) were

met and acknowledged, is characteristic of the Avriter

of the dispatch which follows :

—

SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE MARQUIS OF CAERMARTHEN.

Vienna, March 20th, 1788.

My Lord,

I am truly grateful for the kind expressions

which your lordship has employed in your dispatch

No. 3 ; and I place the firmest reliance on the promise

it contains, that his Majesty^s confidential servants will

even have the goodness to attend to my private concerns

in the most friendly manner.

From the moment that Austria drew the sword against

the Porte, I felt the palpable inexpediency of my obtain-

ing (or even desiring to obtain) a leave of absence from

my post. My private interests or wishes never have, nor

ever shall come in the smallest degree of competition

with my public duty; and my sole object henceforth
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shall be to render the keen and constant exertion of

every faculty I possess as advantageous as possible to

the King's service. It ^ras with this view only that I

have so frequently requested of your lordship that sort

of authentic information which can alone give a public

and useful direction to my researches into the mysterious

schemes of this Court. The sketch your lordship has

drawn in your last dispatch of the Emperor's policy in

regard to France is perfectly just, and that exposition,

together with the light you have had the goodness to

afford me into the King's invariable desire and purpose

to re-establish, if possible, the ancient and solid system

of Europe, will serve to regulate every step of my
conduct here. But, my lord, it cannot escape your

penetration, that one-half of the secrets of the Austrian

cabinet must necessarily have their existence at Peters-

bui'gh, and that very frequently the main spring of the

Emperor's most important actions has its origin there.

Consequenth% the political conduct of Russia toward

France, Prussia, and Great Britain, and more particu-

larly the effects that conduct produces at St. James's,

should, in my humble opinion, be explained from time

to time to his Majesty's minister at Vienna, in order to

furnish him the best and surest way to those Austrian

secrets which are otherwise impenetrable.

I shall only add, that my feeble talents, to their

utmost extent, are constantly at the disposal of my
superiors ; but that to render them of essential value or

advantage, they must bear from your lordship's office

the solid stamp and sanction of ministerial guidance,

assistance, and support.

R. M. K.
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[No. 46.]

Vienna, Ajvil 2,Qth, 1788.

My Lord^

M. Jacobi (for many years resident from

Prussia at this Court) returned from Berlin on Monday,

with very honourable marks of his sovereign's favour.

He is raised to the rank of Baron, and will very soon

present his credentials here as Electoral Envoy from

Brandenbourg to the Imperial Court.

He brought me a confidential letter from Mr. Ewart,

who informs me that he is already far advanced in

framing new and very intimate engagements between our

Court and that of Berlin. JM. Jacobi has himself spoken

still more affirmatively, by assuring me that a treaty of

defensive alliance is on the point of being concluded

between Great Britain and Prussia ; the King his master

having very recently removed the only obstacle Avhich

stood in the way, by agreeing that a Avar in the East

Indies, in which any European power shall take part

against England, is to be looked upon as a casus foederis.

I own, my lord, that it is matter of infinite mortifi-

cation to me to hear from a foreign minister Avliat is the

real system of politics which the Court I serve is pre-

paring to embrace ; and my surprise is the greater as

your lordship's dispatch, No. 3, (which came to my
hands only four Aveeks ago) gave me CA^ery reason to

believe that the King's vieAvs and wishes Avere directed

to a very different object.

Whilst I giA-e vent to these painful feelings, I at the

same time declare it to be my sincere opinion that after

Great Britain has had so many proofs of the unfriendly

disposition of Austria, and of the blind ingratitude of

Russia toAvards her, an alliance with Prussia has every

motive of sound policy, and every principle of wisdom,

foresight, and self-defence to recommend it.

A complete change of system, in regard to German
VOL. II. Q
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politics, lias therefore become not only expedient, but

indispensably necessary. But that it should have taken

place in the King's councils without my Secretary of

State's having ever given me the most distant intima-

tion of such a decision, is Avhat I cannot comprehend.

I am bold to say (and I should not deserve the honour

of serving the King as his minister at the first Court of

Germany, if I refrained from saying it loudly) that such

concealment is disgraceful to me in the position in which

the King has placed me, and likewise highly prejudicial

to his service. I must add, my lord, that I feel it

to be so little consonant to the regard which I have an

unquestionable right to expect from my official supe-

rior, that unless it be immediately repaired by confi-

dential information and instructions, I shall (if they are

denied to me) think I owe it to my personal character

to make it my humble request to his Majesty to retire

from a profession for which (under such treatment as I

have lately experienced) I have the honest pride to

declare myself totally unfit.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

E. M. Keith.

• [No. 55.]

SIR B. M. KEITH TO THE MARQUIS OF CAERMARTHEN.

Yknna, May ZWi, 1788.

My Lord,

I received by the messenger. Major, on Mon-

day last, your lordship's dispatch, inclosing the original

of my No. 46 to the office, and putting it into my
power to withdraw that letter, or to resign my commis-

sion as his Majesty's minister at the Court of Vienna.

I trust that every circumstance of my past life, and

every step of my public conduct will have fixed in the

mind of my gracious sovereign the certain conviction
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that I am incapable of retracting a single word of what

was written in the fulness of a heart whose feelings^

and the exertions which they produced, have more than

once been honoured with his Majesty^s applause and

approbation. My whole mind, with all its faculties,

gave then, and gives at this moment, a cool and deli-

berate sanction to the expressions I employed in that

letter; and it therefore only remains for me to thank

your lordship for having (undoubtedly from candid and

friendly motives) put it in my power to reconsider that

letter, to confirm its contents, and by sending it back to

the oflEice, to renew my request that it may remain in

the official correspondence; but in my own precise

words, and not in those which a careless decypherer

in the office has thought proper to substitute in their

room. I have underlined with red ink all the cyphers

in question, and the interpolations of which I so justly

complain. I most cheerfully refer to your lordship's

candour in judging, whether or not, in a moment when

expressions were to be iveighed, I might n,ot have

expected that the official subalterns would give to mine

their true sense and value.

That no misconstruction may remain on record, I

send inclosed a copy taken verbatim by my secretary,

Mr. Stratton, from my letter-book, written in my own

hand. That gentleman likewise certifies the minute

correctness of his copy.

That the avowal of the sentiments and principles con-

tained in that letter should, in any shape, expose me to

incur the displeasure of government, is so far from

entering into my comprehension, that I am in the

sincere persuasion that the perusal of the following

detail of the motives of my conduct will strengthen all

my claims to the esteem of my sovereign, and to that of

his confidential servants.

After serving his Majesty in Saxony, Denmark, and

Q 2
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Vienna^ for almost twenty years^ and being honoured

Avith the uninterrupted confidence and approbation of

ten Secretaries of State, it was matter of equal surprise

and concern to me, from the date of your lordship's of

the 14th September, 1787, (which signified to me the

King's high approbation of my ministerial conduct

here) that my mission, and my personal concerns had

all at once been judged, by your lordship, to be wholly

undesernng of attention or regard. This became evi-

dent as not a line of answer was given to fifty successive

public dispatches, nor to luy earnest yet respectful

representation of the situation of \ny private afl^airs, and

of the well-founded claims of my secretary,Mr. Stratton,

to a share in those favours, which his juniors in

employment had, very deservedly, obtained from

government.

Your lordship's answer to my fifty-third letter gave

me to understand that my leave of absence would pro-

bably be granted, as my presence at Vienna was not

necessary to his Majesty's service. In my answer to

that official letter I thanked your lordship for having

taken an early opportunity of laying before his INIajesty

my ingenuous remonstrance respecting the treatment I

had experienced as a minister and as a man, and I

expressed the most implicit reliance on the King's good-

ness and justice in forming a decisive opinion concern-

ing every part of my conduct.

Soon after that period the Emperor's declaration of

war against the Turks, rendered the scene at Vienna,

extremely interesting. Yet, from the date of your

lordship's dispatch above mentioned, I have received

but one answer (relative to the business of my mission)

to about forty of mine. I send annexed a copy of that

answer, that it may be seen with what care / myself

decyphered it, and that along with the promise of the

most friendly attention to my personal concerns, it
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brought me, in the phrases which sum up, and conchule

its purport^ the following strong assurance in express

words.

*' No iutelHgence from Vienna could give his Majesty

so much satisfaction, as to be convinced of the real

friendship towards England existing in the Austrian

councils j and a desire to return to that ancient system

of harmony and good correspondence between the two

powers^ which would render them both secure in their

present possessions, and inspire other powers with that

degree of respect for them, which would make them the

protectors of the general rights of Europe, and at once

render the public tranquillity not only complete, but

permanent/'

With such an authority, and of so fresh a date, from

my Secretary of State, I had an unquestionable right to

conclude that my sovereign remained firm in the wish

to seize the first opportunity of renewing that connection

with the House of Austria, that had proved of so great

advantage to Great Britain, and to this country.

Nevertheless, my lord, it did not escape me that a

total change of system might become not only expe-

dient, but necessary. I therefore said, in my enclosed

letter, (and I repeat it,) that after so many proofs of the

unfriendly disposition of Austria, and of the blind ingra-

titude of Russia towards England, an alliance with

Prussia might have evei^rj motive of sound policy, and

every p7'inciple of wisdom, foresight, and self-defence to

recommend it

!

But, my lord, I felt that I had no right whatever to

forestal events, nor to deviate in tlie least from the spirit

of the last orders sent to me. I remained in the firm

conviction that if ever the King in his wisdom should

see just grounds for departing from those political prin-

ciples Avhich he had invariably professed, and had

(through his Secretaries of State, during my sixteen
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years' mission,) enjoined me to look upon as tlie strict

rules of my conduct ; liis minister for foreign affairs

could not fail to make an immediate change in my
instructions, by a feiv confidential lines, and i^-itliout

giving me a larger share in the secrets of my royal

master, than the good of his service absolute^ demanded.

Nothing more could have been required than such an

act of common justice, and of state policy, to save me
from the possible danger of committing the King's name

by any ill-timed efforts of my zeal in prosecuting an

object, which (though repeatedly recommended to me)

could, even if attainable, be no longer embraced.

In this precise situation, and wholly in the dark with

respect to the new politics of Great Britain, did I find

myself, when I learned from undoubted authority that

the Prussian ministry boasted of their being on the

point of forming an alliance with England. Of this I

acquainted your lordship, adding that I gave no sort

of credit to an article of intelHgence which ran counter

to the very late instructions I had received from your

lordship.

I have already said to what a pitch my astonishment

and concern were raised in learning, on the 29th of

April, not only from Mr. Ewart, that he was far advanced

in framing new and very intimate engagements with

Prussia; but from the mouth of M. Jacobi, the confi-

dential minister of Brandenboiu'g, that a treaty of

defensive alliance between England and his Court, was

on the point of being concluded.

Amidst these feelings I did not hesitate a moment to

write that letter which, in my opinion, stands in need

of no other defence than this single consideration.

Every lawful wish respecting public business that a

Secretary of State clearly expresses to his inferior, points

out a precise object which that inferior is bound to pur-

sue and forward with his best abilit3^ Every such wish
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is in fact an order, and to obey it an indispensable duty.

I am, to this hour, under explicit and reiterated orders

to strive, as far as prudence, and a just respect for the

dignity of my sovereign can allow, to rekindle in the

mind of his Imperial Majesty, and of his ministers, the

hearty wish of renewing a friendly connection and good

understanding with Great Britain, and I am empowered,

by your latest instructions, to assure them in return,

that the King has that connection sincerely at heart.

But I beg it may be observed, that if through a sudden

change of dispositions here, (which the national cala-

mities of France, the growing difficulties of the Turkish

war, and the suspicious tergiversations of Russia might

very possibly have created) I had been able to succeed,

and to have brought Austria to that very point at which

professions of the King's friendship, and readiness to

renew engagements with his Court, would have been well

placed and warmly received, my sovereign and his minis-

try must, in that case, have been under the unavoidable

necessity of disowning me and mij language, though held

hy authority ; as it is clear that England, whilst treating

with Prussia, cannot connect herself with Austria.

Of all situations, my lord, that of a foreign minister

wholly deprived of the confidence of his Court, and who

is alloAved, nay, even encouraged to proceed in a political

pursuit which, in its complete success, could only lead

him to disgrace and disavowal on the part of his master,

is the meanest and most shameful. He alone, who
silently submits to such treatment deserves the conti-

nuance of it ; and I am certain that your lordship did

not suspect me of tamely stooping to act so pitiful a part.

Here I rest my justification. My conscience tells me
that I have fulfilled my duty to my king, to my country,

to your lordship, and to myself. If, after these reasons

have been weighed in the Cabinet, it shall still be ex-

pected that I should resign, I humbly lay at his Majesty's
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feet my resignation of that mission which he was gra-

ciously pleased to confer on me sixteen years ago, un-

asked, and under the very honourable denomination of

the reward of past services.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

R. M. Keith.

Four months—of considerable suspense no doubt to

the writer of the above—elapsed before he again heard

from the principal thus addressed. The following letter

will show that, in the prospect of a journey to England,

which many circumstances rendered so desirable to him-

self, he could express with equal firmness his sense of

the claims of another.

[By Mr. Stratton.']

SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE MARQUIS OF CAERMARTHEN.

Vienna, Jidy 11th, 1788.

My Lord,

I received yesterday your lordship's dispatch

containing his Majesty's commands for my return to

England as soon as I conveniently can, and authorising

me to present Mr. Stratton to Prince Kaunitz in the

capacity of his Majesty's Charge d'Affaires., at this Court.

But your lordship will permit me to explain, by Mr.

Stratton (who goes to England on purpose), two circum-

stances which require a clear elucidation before it can

be in his power or mine, to pay that full obedience to

the King's commands, which we have each of us most

sincerely at heart, to evince on every occasion.

I should do an injury to your lordship if I admitted

a supposition that this order for my return home could

be looked upon as a preliminary step to my final recal

from a Court where I have resided sixteen years with a

very large establishment, without a suitable opportunity

of disposing of my valuable effects before I quitted
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Yienna. I presume that if sucli Lad been tlie inteution

of government^ your lordship would have embraced the

open and manly way of announcing my recal, and of

sending me those official letters for the Emperor, which

would have enabled me to put a becoming end to a

mission Avhich, I venture to affirm, has done credit to

the Court I serve, and to the nation. Neither of these

steps having been taken, I am forced to look for another

motive for my being called home at present. Yet it is

impossible for me to ascribe it to the existence of an

idea that I can be induced to reconsider, or to recede

from, those points of opinion and principle, upon Avhich

I have lately explained myself fully and irrevocably.

But, my lord, there stands in the way of a more

prompt obedience to his Majesty's commands, another,

and an insuperable obstacle, arising from Mr. Stratton's

situation, and from his becoming principles. That

gentleman has served me almost eight years, with

great assiduity, and distinguished zeal and talents. He
had acquired a claim to the attention of government,

and a share of the public rewards attached to his

profession, some years before either of the gentlemen

who are his Majesty's Secretaries of Legation had

dipped their pens in diplomatic ink. He thinks he has

been hardly dealt with in seeing these gentlemen

(however well entitled both he and I consider them to

the King's favour) put over his head. He therefore

judges it to be derogatory to his honour, and preju-

dicial to his reputation, to accept the office of Charge

d'Affaires, unless, as has been practised in the two last

instances, at Berlin and Petersburgh, he be likewise

honoured with the title of his Majesty's Secretary of

Legation. He will explain his sentiments to your

lordship, and will set out on his return to "^^icnna, the

moment you are pleased to expedite him.

I have the honour to be,

R. M. K.
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Representations so honourable to the good feeling of

the writer, and so irrefragable in themselves as to be

attended ultimately with the success they deserved,

having proved ineffectual ; the lapse of two months

called forth the followino; characteristic letter :

—

Vienna, Septemhcr 27tJi, 1788.

My Lord,

I am sorry that the arrival of two mails from

England, without a line from the office, lays me under

the necessity of reminding your lordship that you have

signified to me the King's commands for my immediate

return to England ; and yet leave me in the impossi-

bility of obeying them, without betraying my public

duty toward my sovereign and my country.

To leave the Court of A^ienna without any person to

transact the King's business (especially in a conjuncture

so truly critical as the present) would infallibly be

interpreted here as a suspension of all correspondence

between the two Courts; and the consequences are

self-evident.

Your lordship has called me home, and at the same

time effectually shut the door against Mr. Stratton's

entrance into his Majesty's service. I gave your lord-

ship notice in my letter of 2Sth July, that he would not

submit to dishonour ; and he himself left the same

declaration in j^our lordship's hands, in ivriting.

If I had a grain of malice in my disposition, I would

set out for England to-morrow, and leave it to my
oflicial superior to get out of the dilemma the best way

he could. But, my lord, I have it sincerely at heart to

prove that I am a faithful servant of the Crown,* as well

as a good-humoured man.

* That this was no mere assertion, the best proof is to be found in the

detailed and luminous official communications which Sir Robert, (spite
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I therefore only put your lordship in mind of the

situation in which you have placed me ; and beg that by

laying this letter immediately before Ins Majesttj, you

may exculpate me from all blame, if his personal com-

mands are not obeyed with that promptitude which I

have ever shown in fulfilling them.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

R. M. K.

Though it was not perhaps in human nature that after

so sharp a correspondence, some irritation (heightened,

perhaps, in a naturally amiable mind, by a lurking sense

of being in the wrong) should not prevail at head quar-

ters; yet a less offensive mode of testifying it might

perhaps have been selected, than that complained of in

the ensuing letter. It was worth while, however, to

have experienced the affront, to be enabled thus first to

feel, and then thus to requite it.

Vienna, October loth.

My Lord,

Although your lordship has not thought proper

to give me any official notice relative to the person who

is to take charge of his Majesty^s affairs during my
absence from this Court, it has, however, come to my
knowledge (through Prince Kaunitz and Baron Jacobi),

that your choice has fallen on a Mr. Hammond, who is

coming hither for the purpose.

This mode of communication between a British Secre-

tary of State and the King^s servants at foreign Courts

is quite new, and I wish your lordship joy on the

invention.

As it is of consequence to me to discover when his

Majesty's Charge d'Affaires may be expected here, I

of every diseoui'agement), continued to forward, during the course of

this unpleasant altercation, to his principal.
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shall go to the Austrian minister this evening, to seek

from him that information which you have imaccount-

ably denied me ; though, to my certain knowledge, two

mails have been dispatched from Whitehall, since you

communicated to the Austrian minister in London the

appointment of Mr. Hammond.
As I take it for granted that this gentleman is already

on the road, I shall defer my departure till I have had

it in my power to give Mr. Hammond a kind reception;

and by affording him every information and assistance,

to convince him that I have nothing more sincerely at

heart than to enable him to transact the King's business

(till my return hither) with advantage to his Majesty's

service, and honour to himself.

I have the honour to be, &c., &c.,

R. M. K.

The extent of this noble return of the most frank and

generous courtesy, to a persevering course of petty con-

cealment and unprovoked rudeness, will be gathered

from the concluding letter of a correspondence, as

foreign to the character, as it was repugnant to the

habits of Sir R. Murray Keith.

Vienna, Oct. 22c?, 1788.

My Lord,

Mr. Hammond delivered to me, on Sunday

last, your lordship's dispatch, and expressed to me his

regret that a slight indisposition on the road, has pre-

vented his travelling more expeditiously.

It is with pleasure, I assure your lordship, that all I

have seen of that gentleman, during the few days we

have passed together, corresponds perfectly with the

good opinion you entertain of him ; and that his modest,

ingenuous manners, joined to an intelligent and well

cultivated understanding, give him a just title to general

esteem, and to my personal regard.
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He "will tell your lordship that I have not only given

him the kindest reception^ but that I apply myself

assiduously to furnish him with every information,

instruction, and assistance which can contribute to his

success and honour in the commission which he is soon

to fill. Every paper in my possession is at his disposal;

he extracts or copies what he thinks proper ; and I hope

that in a few days he will have gained so just an idea of

tlie general state of affairs here, and of the characters of

the principal persons, that he will be able to walk alone in

his professional career, without any danger of stumbling.

I shall leave in his hands all the cyphers. I need not

observe to yoiu* lordship, that in the situation in

which I find myself, my correspondence with the office

has become an indispensable companion of my visit to

England.

On Monday I presented Mr. Hammond to Prince

Kaunitz, and recommended him strongly to the favour-

able regard of that minister. I have paid all the usual

\'isits with him, and have made him acquainted with the

corps diplomatique; giving him useful lights respecting

the characters of those members of it, with whom he is

to live in intimacy, and from whom he may extract

authentic information. My departure shall not be

delayed one moment beyond what may be necessary to

render Mr. Hammond's entrance on the duties of his

commission as advantageous as possible.

I have the honour to be, &c. &c.

Sir. R. Murray Keith, who set out from Vienna as

soon as the above benevolent purpose was accomplished,*

* That it was "accomplished," as regarded winning the confidence

and even affection of his youthful deputy, is pleasingly manifested in his

first letter (still extant, and beginning « dear Sir Robert"), m which he

says, that on his presentation to the Emperor, he had concluded many

inquiries as to Sir R. K—^"s journey, by asking on what day he arrived
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iirrivcd in Loudon on the 17ih November. It would

appear tliat on the very next day^ he sought and obtained

a personal interview with his principal, the result of

which it would be anticipating here to mention further,

than that on the part of the superior, the withdrawal of

the letter No. 4G, was still made a sine quel non of the

resmnption of oflS.ce at Vienna; Avhile on that of Sir

Robert that step was still indignantly rejected, and the

whole matter referred unreservedly to the King's deci-

sion after a personal audience.

This, the well-known circumstance of his Majesty's

illness, for some time utterly precluded ; nor was it till

after four months of no doubt abundantly harassing

suspense (when too, ofl&cial discretion rendered all parti-

cipation in his anxieties impossible,) that on the King's

complete recovery, no steps being taken by the Foreign

Secretary to accelerate the audience on which hung

suspended the public and private fortunes of his attached

and faithful servant, Sir Robert Keith thus betook him-

self to the fountain head.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO MR. PITT.

Corl Street, March 20th, 1789.

Sir,

It is with great satisfaction, and firm reliance

on your candour, that I submit to your judgment every

step of my public conduct ; which I trust has always

and on being told the 17tli (the very day Su.' R— had himself fixed

before leaving), said he was not at all surprised, as it corresponded with

his usual punctuality. " The Emperor did not fail to add " (says his

young correspondent), " that he should be extremely happy to see you

back again at Vienna."

And when he did return again to Vienna, it may be pleasing to learn,

that his first dispatch contained unr^ualified encomiums on Mr. Ham-
mond, and a request to keep him (though a supernumerary), till something

else offered.
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appeared to be conformable to honourable principle and

to warm and imsliakeu loyalty and attachment towards

my sovereign.

After remaining liere upwards of four months, with-

out receiving any official communication from my prin-

cipal, I have found myself under the necessity of writing

to Lord Caermarthen, this da}^, the letter of which I

take the liberty to enclose a copy.

I deferred troubling his lordship sooner with the

renewal of my request, in the supposition that the

pressure of official business, in the present crisis, might

for some time prevent his attention from being turned

to the private affairs of individuals. But a longer

delay in my application might possibly be liable to

misapprehension.

I have, therefore, endeavoured to unite in the lan-

guage of it the decent and temperate assertion of my
own just claims, together with the clearest proof of that

deference, which I willingly show towards the character

of my principal and the rights belonging to his official

station.

I shall be extremely happy if this fair proceeding

meets with your approbation ; and completely so, if I

have succeeded in proving to you, Sir, the heartfelt

sentiments of respect and gratitude, with which I have

the honour to be, &c., -d T\/r ir
' ' R. M. Keith.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE MARQUIS OF CAERMARTHEN.

Cork Street, March 20th, 1789.

My Lord,

In our last conversation, of the 18th Novem-
ber, your lordship very frankly made known to me your

determination to recall me from my mission to the

Court of Vienna whenever you could obtain the royal

sanction for that measure. This resolution you declared
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to be final, it therefore excluded all further discussion,,

and debarred my attendance at your office.

The only request I made to your lordship was, that

in consideration of my long services, and shattered for-

tune, I might be honoured, as soon as possible, with

your commands upon the matter ; that I might not be

left unnecessarily under the heavy load of a very large

establishment at Vienna.

Your lordship acquiesced in the justice of this request,

and promised to fulfil it. From that day to this I have

remained in strict and respectful silence, in regard to

the whole affair, leaving the issue of it entirely in your

lordship's hands.

Ever since the most happy event of his Majesty's

complete recovery took place, I have lived in anxious

expectation of those commands; wishing to seize the

earUest opportunity of laying at the feet of my sove-

reign the sincere expressions of my zealous duty and

deep gratitude, and entertaining the most sanguine

hope to find, in the breast of my beneficent master, and

invariable benefactor, such a favourable interpretation

of my past services and present conduct, as will prove

the most invaluable reward to which I can ever aspire.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

R. M. Keith.

That immediate steps were about to be taken for

procuring the audience in question (which, as Sir Robert

in a letter not given, himself observes, could only

according to etiquette, take place through Lord Caer-

marthen, as his official principal), the following note of

apology from the under secretary proves :

—

« Whitehall, March 25th, 1789.

"Mr. Fraser presents his compliments to Sir Robert

Murray Keith, and has the honour to acquaint him

that the event of the death of the late Duke of Leeds
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(which happened early on Monday morning), has pre-

vented the present Duke from receiving his Majesty's

pleasure as to the time when the King may be pleased

to receive Sir Robert."

As soon as filial duty and decency permitted a

resumption of official business, no time seems to have

been lost.

« WJiitckaU, Wednesday, April I5th, 17u9.

" The Duke of Leeds presents his compliments to Sir

Robert IMurray Keith, and has the honour to inform

him that the King will receive him at Windsor on

Sunday next, at one o'clock."

"Sir Robert Keith presents his respectful compliments

to the Duke of Leeds, together with his grateful

acknowledgment for the honour his Grace has done

him in the communication of his Majesty's command
respecting his attendance at Windsor on Sunday next

:

they shall be obeyed with the utmost punctuality."

Of the particulars of the interview itself between the

King and the faithful servant he had so long delighted

to honour, no record (beyond the brief though satisfac-

tory one contained in a letter shortly to be given, from

Sir Robert to a diplomatic friend), has unfortunately

been preserved. Its result, in addition to the triumph

(never once made a subject of unseemly exultation, even

in confidential correspondence), of confirmation in his

post at Vienna, may be gathered from the following

studiously polite and even friendly note (in his own
hand) from the Duke, apologising for the postponement

of a previously appointed meeting.

" Whitehall, April 2lst, 1789.

" The Duke of Leeds presents his compliments to

Sir Robert Keith, and is afraid it will be impossible for
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liim to receive Sir Robert to-morrow (as proposed) on

account of Mr. Hastings' trial, which is then to be

proceeded in. The Duke will let Sir Robert know
whenever he can fix a time, and is generally at the

office about two o'clock, if not engaged at the House of

Lords ; and shall be happy to see Sir Robert at that

time, any day after Thursday that may be convenient

for him to call at Whitehall. If the Duke can possibly

fix a time, with certainty of his being punctual to it,

he will not fail to send Avord to Sir Robert.

" Sir Robert Murray Keith, ibc, <i'C., dec."

What passed in the interview between Sir R. M.
Keith and his late principal, has also not transpired.

But the cordiality with which the official correspondence

was resumed on his return to Vienna, and the share we

shall see him frankly assigning to his lately offended

superior in forwarding his legitimate claims,* prove

that the temporary estrangement had vanished on the

renewal of personal intercourse. Let us hope that in

writing a few days after, by his Majesty's direction, to

" desire Sir R. M. Keith to attend at Windsor to be

sworn of the Privy Council," his quondam friend once

more experienced the feelings which had prompted him,

two or three years before, thus to express himself upon

the subject:—" It gave me concern you should be at the

trouble of stating your former services as a ground for the

favour in question. The King is too well convinced of

your long-experienced zeal and ability, to have made any

* The intimacy of the parties, previous to the alienation (on pubUc

more than private grounds) of the neglected diplomatist may be gathered

from the playful tenns in which Lord Caermarthen alludes to a former

claim of the kind. " Observing by your letter to North, that you are

anxious to know /Sir George's (the King's) sentiments and intentions towards

you, I am happy to tell you that they are precisely what you wish. Believe

me, you do justice in I'eposing faith and confidence in his ClerJc, who will

not leave off worrying the Steward, till justice is done you."
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recapitulation necessary; and I should be sorry indeed

to liave you suspect me (who was to convey your wishes

to his Majesty) of being so totally ignorant of, or

inattentive to your merit, as to think I could hesitate

a moment in executing the commission. I immediately

mentioned it to the King, and you may safely rely

on your wish being gratified whenever yoiu- personal

appearance can render it practicable. I do assure you

with sincerity, I shall ever be happy in any opportunity

which may enable me to oblige you.^'

SIR R. M. KEITH TO MR. TREVOR.*

London, A2ml 27th, 17S9.

My dear Sir,

At the moment that I received your most

kind letter in last December, I felt the very essential

obligation it conferred on me, and would have rejoiced

in giving you the most immediate proof of my deep

affection and gratitude for such a rare mark of disin-

terested friendship.

But (from considerations which I am sure would have

met Avith your full approbation) I thought myself

obliged not to depart, in any shape, from the strictest

silence in regard to my personal and professional

affairs, till I had obtained an audience of our beneficent

sovereign.

I took, however, the earhest opportunity of conveying

to you, my dear Sii*, through Lady Hampden and

Mrs. Trevor, my warmest thanks for those noble and

delicate sentiments which did so much honour to your

own goodness of heart, and made the most indelible

impression on mine.

After remaining five months in a state of uncertainty

* Sou to Lord Hampden, and his Majesty's minister at Turin.

R 2
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relative to my future destination in the diplomatical line^

I had the happiness to be most graciously received by

his Majesty on Sunday last, in a private audience, and

to learn "that he had determined to continue to emploxj

my services at Vienna. I had yesterday the honour

of receiving from the Duke of Leeds's mouth, verbal

directions to the same effect, and I lose not a moment
in making you acquainted with this final decision. The

Secretary of State has informed me, that his Majesty

has been graciously pleased to confer on me the title of

Privy Councillor, and that I shall be sworn in the first

time the Council meets. This circumstance alone delays

my departure for Scotland, where I am preparing to

make a short excursion previous to my return to Vienna,

which will probably take place in the end of next month.

I mention all this to you, my dear Sir, because you

have convinced me that no man alive takes a more

hearty interest in what regards me than you do.

I sincerely hope that talents and principles such as

yours are known to be, will soon have an ample scope,

in a wider and agreeable field ; and I give you my
sacred word that wherever that field shall be situated,

it shall be my pride, as well as pleasure, to repay your

brotherly cordiality, in full measure, with that unalter-

terable attachment which you have so good a right to

expect from.

My dear Sir,

Your most obliged and faithful friend,

R. M. K.

• p,s.—Since writing the above, advice has been re-

ceived here of the very dangerous state of the Emperor's

health on the 16th instant; and I have the King's

commands to return immediately to Vienna. I shall

set out early next week, and travel pretty expeditiously.

. R. M. K.
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One of the gleams of amendment with which the

lingering, though fatal pulmonary malady of the Em-

peror Joseph was chequered, occasioned an extension

of Sir E. M. Keith's leave, which he employed (as ori-

ginally intended) in visiting his family in Scotland.

In August Sir R. M. Keith returned to town, on his

way to resume his official duties at Vienna. Being

desirous not only to return his personal acknowledg-

ments to Mr. Pitt for that exertion of his influence

which, joined to the steady friendship of his sovereign,

had carried him triumphantly through a rather threat-

ening official crisis—but (as he writes to their mutual

friend, Mr. Dundas) to " be favoured by him with that

confidential conversation, without which he should find

it next to impossible to render his services abroad of any

essential utility to his country "—the next day but one

was fixed by the Premier for the interview ; one it will

be remembered which the veteran in politics had long

looked forward to with the "able young minister,"

and which proved in the highest degree satisfactory

to both.*

It was not long after Sir R, M. Keith's return to

Vienna, that substantial proofs of the value put by the

sovereign and his "young minister'' on his services, called

forth the following graceful acknowledgment :—

•

* Mr. Dundas, the friend of both, thus vn-ites to Sir R. M. Keith :

—

" I am much pleased to leai*n that everything went so much to your wishes

before you left Britain. The description you give of your conversation

with Mr. Pitt is that which I could easily conceive from the parties con-

cerned. The simplicity of his ideas on all political subjects is one of the

characteristics of him, which I have always admired. I hope in God it

will continue so, but at present there is no doubt the ball is at our feet

;

and I trust we shall be completely recovered from all our embarrassments

before other nations can be in a condition to look us in the face. If I

can be of any use to you in your absence you may freely command

yours, with great regard,

H. Dundas."
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO MR. PITT.

bin, '

I am extremely grateful for his Majesty's

goodness in granting so handsome an addition to my
salary ; and Avell aware how much I am indebted to your

patronage,* for the ease and comfort of my pecuniary

situation.

I have only to wish for an occasion of rendering my
zealous services more useful to my king and country;

and whenever it may suit the views of government to

afford me such an opportunity, it shall be improved to

the utmost of my power. I have the honour to be,

most gratefully and respectfully, &c.,

R. M. Keith.

One letter more remains (without which the moral

picture of the man would be incomplete) that in which,

with the real unaffected cordiahty of a breast, incapable

of harbouring the un-British feeling known by the exotic

word rancune, Sir Robert gives to his principal, not only

formal and official, but personal credit for the increase of

emoluments alluded to above.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

-.fl- „ X Vienna, Nov. \Uli,n%9.My dear Lord, ' '

I receive with deep gratitude, the fresh proofs

of munificence with which our royal master has been

* It must have been with peculiar pleasure that this hereditary

patronage was acknowledged by the writer. It will be recollected that

not only was Lord Chatham the special patron of Mr. Keith, but also

that Sir Robert's own early military command was entirely and solely

due to him. In both cases too, the strong interest created was the result

of a personal interview. No sooner did the young half-pay officer " get

access to Mr. Pitt " (the elder), than his " business was done ; " and so

it was, when in advanced Ufe, he gained admission to the son.
^
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graciously pleased to honour me; and I beg of your

Grace to have the goodness to lay my humble and dutiful

acknowledgments at his Majesty^s feet.

I think myself essentially indebted to your Grace^ for

the warm interest you were pleased to take in my
obtaining that additional allowance ; and to Mr. Pitt,

for having thus set my pecuniary affairs on an easy and

comfortable footing. My only regret is, that I am not

placed in a more active scene, where my zeal might

become more useful to m}^ king and country. I shall be

happy if, when the restoration of the general tranquillity

of Europe shall become an object of interesting nego-

tiation, my mission here shall afford me an opportunity

of exerting my best efforts to prove myself worthy of his

Majesty^s favour.

Mr. Hammond is extremely flattered by your Grace^s

kind remembrance of him. He is beloved and esteemed

here, and is well persuaded of my hearty regard for him.

Yet you would think him to blame if he did not ardently

wish for some solid establishment, where his zealous

services could have scope sufficient to justify your

Grace's favourable opinion. I will pawn my word that

Mr. Hammond will do credit to it in whatever situation

you may be pleased to place him.* I have the honour

to be, very gratefully and respectfully, &c..

Ft. M. Keith.

It was indeed an anxious and melancholy, as well as

troubled scene, to which Sir R. M. Keith was recalled,

by the increasing illness of his twenty years' public

patron, and private friend, the Emperor Joseph ; a few

affecting particulars of which are given in his letters of

that period of affliction and disast'er.

* It may appropriately close this somewhat lengthened personal his-

tory, to state, that Sir R. Keith brought back from London full authority

to present Mr. Stratton as Secretary of Legation.
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He thus writes to his sister on the 23rd of January;,

1790.

" This year begins in as turbulent a manner as the

preceding one, and I hear of nothing but ' loars, and

rumours of ivars,' on every side. Happy are you, my
dear sisters^ to live in a country where a hostile sword

has not been drawn for almost fifty* years; and is

hardly to be dreaded for twice as many years to come !

I hope I am not mistaken in looking upon Scotland as

one of the most flourishing countries in Europe ; and,

thank Heaven ! your internal disputes are confined to

election matters, and to those little squabbles respect-

ing personal interests, Avhich are in no danger of dis-

turbing the national tranquillity. TheDemon of Discord,

in the meantime, has extended his influence throughout

the greatest part of the Continent ; and there are few

countries on this side the sea, where either a foreign;,

or a domestic war is not already raging, or soon to be

apprehended.

" Our winter here is uncommonly melancholy, owing

to the declining state of the Emperor^s health, and the

sickness which a great number of officers of the first

families have brought back with them from the un-

healthy climate of the Lower Danube. Happily the

brave Marshal Laudohn seems to have recovered his

constitution by the fatigues and laurels of his campaign.

He is now destined to command a great ariny, which is

to assemble early in the spring, in Bohemia and Moravia,

in order to Avard off any blow which may be meditated

against this monarchy by the Prussians and Poles, On
what grounds the Austrians found these apprehensions,

which they are at no pains to conceal, I really don't

know; but everything is preparing here, as if a war

with these poAverful neighbours were almost inevitable.

* Alluding to tlie Rebellion in 1745.
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" The Turks talk mucli of the ardour of their young

Sultan to make the tMrd campaign of the warm ;jer5o?i;

but they are at the same moment, nibbling at a pacifi-

cation ; and I am one of those persons who believe that

private intrigues in the Seraglio go farther in deciding

all material questions in that empire, than the ablest

reasonings of the most consummate politicians. Enough

of my trade. The Emperor^s malady grows, alas ! every

day more alarming ; but as the spring advances, some

hopes are entertained of the salutary effects of a more

favourable season. My life, meantime, is very uniform,

and a little dowie ; "^ but I have health, competence, and

contentment of mind, so that my lot is an enviable one.

I have a favourite scheme for hiring a handsome and

pleasant country house in the spring, and of planting

my cabbages, I hope, more cheerily. My colony is

extremely thin. Lord Thanet and General Hyde are

the chief pillars of it. But I have my two trusty chums,

Stratton and Hammond, who are excellent companions.

I long for a plan of your college,-\ to which I will

subscribe when, and what you please. Adieu, my best

friends, I embrace you all cordially,

" R. M. K."

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTER.

February \Uh, 1790.

What I have to tell you from hence, my dear Anne,
is indeed very dismal ! The Emperor is drawing very

fast to the most melancholy catastrophe. The danger

of a fatal explosion in his breast, is in the highest degree

imminent. His physicians have given him notice of this;

and there is no describing the calm composure with

which he continues to transact almost the whole business

* Moping—melancholy.

t The Edinburgh University buildings.
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witli his oivnpen. He receives two or three of his old

chamberlains every evening in his apartment, and joins

in the conversation^ without mentioning his malady.

He has given directions for many things in the event of

his demise^ and likewise for the christening of the child

which the Archduchess will bring into the world at the

end of this month. He has sent for his brother^ the

Grand Duke, from Florence, and he is expected in about

ten days.

I am greatly afflicted at the sufferings of the monarch,

and I will add that the enemies he may have can wish

no aggravation to his present distress ;—amidst a Turkish

war, the near prospect of a quarrel with Prussia and

Poland, the Netherlands lost, a general discontent

among the lower classes of the people in many pro-

vinces, an incurable disease,—and, alas ! no female hand

near his pillow, to administer some comfort in every cup

of those medicines he must take, though ever so ineffi-

cacious ! His intentions were always good ; though he

was often mistaken, both in plan and method. He has

given the best proofs of his hearty wish to correct former

errors, by restoring to many of his subjects their ancient

privileges. But enough of this affecting subject. He
has been kind, verij kind to me for twenty years. I write

from honest feelings, but remember for the sisterhood,

and their particular friends alone, I shall do so again

as soon as the Imperial tragedy is concluded, and the

curtain has fallen. Yours ever,

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE DUKE OP LEEDS.

Vienna, February l?>th, 1790.

My Lord,

I am very sorry to acquaint your Grace, that

some alarming symptoms which have ^attended the
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Emperor^s illness within these two days^, induced his

Imperial Majesty to fulfil this morning one of the most

affecting duties of the Eoman Catholic religion, by

receiving the Sacrament in public. The principal

officers of the Court, together Anth a considerable

number of the nobility of both sexes, assisted at that

solemn function, in the royal apartment ; where it was

performed in the most edifying manner.

It is hoped that the symptoms which prompted the

Emperor's physicians to entreat his Imperial Majesty to

fulfil the above-mentioned duty of religion wdthout delay,

may yet yield to the efficacy of the remedies employed;

but a fainting fit in the course of last night, and the

great difficulty of respiration which induced the Emperor
to perform his devotions in public this morning, plainly

indicate that he is now in the last stage of his malady
j

and it is even a matter of doubt, if his brother the

Grand Duke (who is expected in eight or ten days) will

find him alive.

In the meantime, the monarch has been extremely

anxious to remove several of the principal sources of that

unhappy misunderstanding, which has of late subsisted

between him and the subjects of several of his here-

ditary states. The restitution of the privileges of the

Hungarians, has been followed by a similar measure in

regard to his subjects in the Tyrol, who were in a state

of general ferment. I am likewise assured that his

Imperial Majesty is determined to reinstate the

countries of Gallicia and Lodomiria in the enjoyment
of the rights which ought to have been secured to them
by the stipulations of the treaty of partition. In short,

I may venture to assure your Grace, that the Emperor
is seriously bent on employing the remainder of his

days, in recovering the hearts of his subjects as much
as possible, by a repeal of many of those laws which, in

the space of a few years, had in a great degree ahenated
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tliem. To this plan of conduct^ liis Majesty is not

only instigated by the sincere desire of correcting the

errors of his government, but by the very urgent motive

of employing the most effectual means to frustrate such

hostile plans on the part of Russia, as were built on the

growing disaffection of the Austrian subjects, both in

Hungary and Poland. It is thought that the Grand

Duke * will very heartily join in putting the finishing

hand to all their salutary retractations. I am informed

from good authority, that it is the Emperor's intention

(ever since he sent the pressing invitation for this

Prince's return to Vienna) to declare the Grand Duke
Regent of all the hereditary dominions, at the moment

of his arriving here.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

R, M. Keith.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

Viemia, February \^th.

My Lord,

I must discharge a melancholy duty, in endea-

vouring to avail myself of the bye-post, to acquaint

your Grace that between nine and ten o'clock last

night, the Archduchess was delivered of a daughter;

and I am very sorry to add that the consequence of the

event proved so fatal to the Archduchess herself, that

she died this morning about six o'clock. The new
born infant is so Aveak that it was immediately chris-

tened, and its life is still thought to be in danger.

It may easily be conceived how great the shock

occasioned by these comphcated disasters has proved to

the Emperor, whose health continues in the same very

precarious state as for some days past.

* Afterwards tlie Emperor Leopold.
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Such an afflicting scene as will present itself to the

Grand Duke of Tuscany * on his arrival at the Imperial

Palace^ can hardly be paralleled !

I have the honour to be,

R. M. Keith.

P.S.—T am not sufficiently acquainted with the

character of that Prince to venture any prediction

respecting his future reign. But the valuable qualities

on which his subjects place their chief reliance are his

love of economy, good order, and justice. They believe

him averse to war, and hope that his first endeavour

will be the restoration of general tranquillity.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

Fchvuary 20th, 1790.

My dear Sisters,

My letter of the 13th will have in a manner

prepared you for the dismal catastrophe which has now
taken place, after such a succession of disasters as has

been most affecting, and can hardly be equalled. On
Wednesday evening the young Archduchess (consort of

the Archduke Francis) was brought to bed of a

daughter, and the consequences of her childbirth proved

so fatal, that she died next morning ! The daughter is

in a very precarious state of health.

The Emperor had been in imminent danger for more

than a week; His suflerings were incessant, and he not

only bore them with the most exemplary fortitude, but

continued (at every possible interval) to employ his own
pen with the utmost calmness, in directing the affairs

of State and in taking leave of his friends and family.

* Father-in-law to the interesting deceased Princess, and brother to

the Emperor.
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At five o^clock this morning lie expired ! peace to his

sliade^ and impartial justice to his memory ! His brother

the Grand Duke (now King of Hungary) is hourly

expected. What a shocking scene will present itself to

his view on arriving in his new dominions !

I send this along with the government dispatches, by

a servant of my own, to England. You will easily con-

ceive how much I am hurried at such a crisis. I have

only time to embrace the sisterhood with the utmost

cordiality. I am well as you could wish me.

God bless you all,

E. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

Vienna, March IMh, 1790,

My two last letters were so melancholy, my dear

Anne, that I am determined to talk no more about dead

Princesses and Emperors, but to acquaint you that his

Hungarian Majesty arrived last night, in perfect health,

and that the sun shines uncommonly bright this morning.

May it be the propitious omen of a sunshiny reign

!

There are excessively black clouds both in the south and

north ; let us hope that, with care and prudence, they

may be prevented from bursting. The new-born Prin-

cess is getting quite well. The Queen and twelve more

of her children (for she has fom-teen in all) is expected

here in May, and that will make the town lively.

There is to be a coronation in Hungary, about July,

and perhaps one in Bohemia. I am no lover of shows

and crowds, but if precedent and fashion require my
presence (which I rather doubt) it shall be forthcoming

with a good grace. There never was so mild a winter,

nor so promising a spring. I have secured a charming

garden, with a very handsome well-furnished house, in

the suburbs, where I hope to pass many pleasant and
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healthy days. It is only ten minutes drive from my
town-house, and I intend to remove to it the first fort-

night of April. The Pergens and Thuns are recovering

from their depression ; and all Vienna on the gaze to

watch the auspicious dawning of the new reign. Their

King is possessed of great talents, and is a lover of

justice, and much reliance is placed on his pacific

disposition.

Now, my dear Anne, having begun my letter as

becomes a plenipo, let me come to my own great afi'air,

as a quondam Edinbui'gh collegian. I approve entirely

of the plan for my subscription, such as you and

Dr. Robertson have arranged it, both with regard to

the fifty guineas in acquittal of my beloved father's

promise, and the fifty guineas more for myself. Let it

be put in execution immediately ; and close the trans-

action by delivering my hearty good wishes to Dr.

Robertson for the speedy completion of the laudable

undertaking. You do not tell me when the university

buildings are to be begun ; neither ivill you send me a

scratch of the plan. Pray indulge me so far ; I want

to be proud of it, if I can. You wonder I never asked

our brave old compatriote, Laudohn, to be a subscriber

to it. Why, truly, because he is as poor a marshal as

any Highlander of us all ; and I could not put him in

the dilemma of refusing to subscribe at all, or to the

inconvenience of such a donation as he would think a

becoming one. My reason, methinks, is good.

Tell the Duchess of Buccleugh that I acknowledge

the justice of her wrath, and like her the better for it.

But that her Grace may lay her account (and I say the

same of the Duke), with finding me, in the evening of

my life, a safe, a cheerful, and truly attached cronij.

I am laying in a precious stock of anecdotes and

observations on all Tmanner of great men, and great

events, which, if properly and sparingly dealt out to
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you all, round a clear burning coal fire, will make you

lick your lips again ! The next six months will add

considerably to them, else I am much mistaken ! Tell

me in return all that concerns the Avorthy folks with

you. I love to keep up the chain and brighten it

carefully

!

I embrace you all with true affection,

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

Vienna, April 6tk, 1790.

Good day to you, my dear sisters ! I hope you are

all hearty, and enjoying with comfort the blessings of

good government and prosperity which reign in your

happy island. More than one-half of the rest of Europe

is seized with a democratic lunacy ; and the country in

which I reside is engaged in one Avar, and fears that a

Prussian or Polish one will break out shortly. The

ncAV King of Hungary has the most humane and pacific

disposition, and he is unquestionably doing his utmost

to restore peace where it has been interrupted, and

prevent the extension of the war. But it is extremely

difl&cult to foresee Avhat Avill be the result of his overtures

at Berlin. An answer to them is expected in a few

days, and we shall then be able to form an opinion with

regard to futurity. King Leopold * has already gained

the hearts of his subjects in this part of his monarchy

by a voluntary offer (made at the moment of his

accession) to restore to every province, and every rank

of men, all their ancient 'rights and privileges. I have

been this morning at Court, to assist at the ceremony

(a very splendid one) of the states of Lower Austria,

swearing allegiance, and doing homage to their sovereign.

* His election as Emperor had not yet taken place.
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It made the tears come into my eye to hear the loud

and hearty shout with which that oath was pronounced,

aloud, by the whole assembly.

This King will justify the opinion of his subjects, by

the mild and equitable tenor of his internal government.

He has, in a reign of twenty-five years in Tuscany,

proved that he is a lover of justice, of good order, and

tranquillity. Yet he must now carry on with great

vigour (and does so) the most extensive military pre-

parations on the side of Bohemia and Moravia, and at

the same time, prosecute the Avar with the Turks.

Marshal Laudohn is to set out in a week or two to

take the command, but all hope of peace is not yet

ivholhj lost. My poor late Emperor will soon be for-

gotten: his life was unfortunate, and his end melancholy;

and his successor is certainly the most proper man alive

to heal the wounds which Josephs precipitance had

made.

Count Pergen,* as Grand Marischal of this province,

was the head man at the homage to-day ; and his son

Pepy (as Master of the Mint) presides at one of the

great tables when the States dine at Cornet. The

former is to retire from all his employments, with the

esteem of his sovereign and his country. He retains

the iDhole emoluments of his offices ; which is a hand-

some recompense for his long services. He will now
enjoy easy circumstances, and domestic comfort. I am
just about removing to my charming garden. I assure

you, my dear sisters, that, without losing a grain of my
natural cheerfulness, I am growing very fond of a snug

habitation ; and feel a vocation to become a proficient in

gardening ! Let me once achieve some important service

to my country (which the 2Jacification may offer, after

* The husband of the Madame de Pergen, so constantly mentioned in

the correspondence, as the most intimate friend of Sir R. M. Keith.

VOL. II. S
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all these princes are tired of quarrelling) and tlieu you

shall see me plant my cabbages Avitli great glee, and

some skill, within the precincts of your happy island !

Adieu.
E. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS,

Vienna, May 8th, 1790.

I HAVE had a busy time of it, my dear sisters, for

several weeks past, in employing my utmost efforts to

give efficacy to our King's benevolent purpose of restor-

ing the general tranquillity. I cannot hitherto boast of

my success ; but the commission is both honourable and

agreeable in the highest degree ; and, happen what may,

I am sure that I shall have a good claim to the appro-

bation of all parties.

The King of Hungary is indefatigable in restoring

good order and general contentment throughout his

extensive dominions. It is no easy matter, after all the

confusion and discontent which the hasty measures of

his late brother had created; but with perseverance, and

that real benevolence which belong to his character,

there can be no doubt of his attaining, some time hence,

that desirable object. His Queen, and twelve young

children will arrive here next Aveek ; this will enliven

our good city of Vienna, which, in truth, stands in much
need of it ! I am to present my credentials to the new
King to-morrow ; after which I shall remove to my
garden-house, which is near enough to be constantly at

hand for every sort of business. I have also a letter

from our King to her Hungarian Majesty, which I shall

deliver on her arrival. I have seen that Queen here

formerly ; she is a very estimable, though by no means

handsome, princess ; and her large family has been

brought up with sense and simplicity.
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The Diet of Hungary will be opened on tlie 6tli of

Juue^ and it is supposed that in a month after^ the

restoration of the ancient constitution of that kingdom

will be so far completed, to the satisfaction of sovereign

and subjects, that the coronation will take place at

Buda. The ambassadors will be invited : and I shall

or shall not undertake that expensive and troublesome

journey, according to the orders I shall receive from

home. The election at Frankfort will be brought on

in July ; and if all goes on as smoothly as there is

reason to believe, his Hungarian Majesty may receive

the Imperial crown in September or October. I thank

my stars that I have nothing to do at that stiff

ceremony ! All these fine shows will afford great

entertainment to our fine folks, provided a new war in

Germany can be prevented. If, unfortunately, the

sword must still be drawn afresh, I fancy it will throw

a great damp on each of these splendid assemblages.

The Hungarians are preparing to display an old-

fashioned, but excessive magnificence in the dress and

manners of their country. The Germans at Frankfort

will launch into all the frippery and finery of the

quondam French nation. The French, in the mean time,

will be cutting each other's throats by way of amusement,

and to prove that Liberty is the best of all blessings

!

They have bit the Brabanters and Flemings, who are

aspiring to the glory of having no government, and

three or four civil wars at a time. My dear Anne,

this enlightened age of ours is exceedingly nonsen-

sical ; and it would seem that steady judgment, and

sound principles have taken refuge in our happy island

alo7ie. Let us persist in this fair and sensible career

;

and England will have every reason to be proud of the

part she acts in Europe !

What a superb letter this is, my dear sisters ! and

how becoming the pen of a sagacious plenipo ! All

s3
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Kings and Emperors, and deep politics ! I am sure

you are delighted with your brother for these two

ponderous pages. But this shall descend to men and

things, and treat of friends and cronies. Madame de

Pergen is recovering from a long indisposition, and

Marianne quite well—she and her husband like Den-

mark, which surprises me! They knew my friend

Hammond here, and will receive him kindly at Copen-

hagen. My faithful chum, Stratton, is hearty and con-

tented. He has noiv good heart, and ambition to go

on in his profession. He is a valuable yoimg man—tell

his sisters so.

As for me, I am a cheerful, fresh old gentleman,

and an assiduous negotiator. Where, and to what

effect, you shall know hereafter. I am now trying to

complete my claim to otium cum dignitate (you love

latin) in the evening of life. God bless you, my dear

friend, and send us a happy meeting !

I must tell you a singular anecdote about the ninth

coronation in Hungary. The archives of that country

have been rummaged up, to get everything cut and

dry, for the ensuing ceremony ; and the names of three

Scotch families have been found, who have been natu-

ralised in that kingdom, and have all the rights of

Hungarian gentlemen ! They are Gordon of Park,

Coutts of Auchterfoul, and Danson of Danreith. If

you meet with any of them, tell them they may appear

with whiskers, and the Hungarian dress, at Buda in

July, and will be received with distinction.

I shall be happy to receive your sketch of the new

College. But tell me also how your new toiv7i pro-

gresses—Auld Reekie is my hobby, or rather New
Eeekie, for I despise the old one, and it is the only old

thing I despise ; for I love my old cronies, habits, and

connexions better than ever. Yours, very heartily,

E. M. K.
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

Vienna, Juh/StJi, 1790.

I CONFESS, my dear sisters, that I have been, for tlie

last two months, but a lame correspondent. I have tugged

at my oar with might and main ; and thought myself in

a fair way of reaching the harbour. The business has,

however, taken a different turn, and within these few

weeks the pohtical traffic has been removed to Reichen-

bach, in Silesia; where a considerable number of the

plenipotentaries are now endeavouring to lay the ground-

work of a general accommodation.

The disposition is conciliatory on all sides ; but where

so many jarring interests are to be reconciled (at least

in a certain degree,) it is a difficult, and can hardly be

a speedy negotiation. If once we get the preliminaries

agreed on, and an armistice established, the horrors of

a new war will be obviated; and all the matters of a

secondary nature may be maturely weighed and dis-

cussed. The new King of Hungary has given proofs of

his love of peace ; and will make considerable sacrifices

to obtain it. The state of confusion in which the late

Emperor left his extensive monarchy, renders peace the

most desirable of all objects to his successor. The Diet

of Hungary is very turbulent, and no time can yet be

fixed for the coronation; when a pacification shall become

certaiu, matters will go on more smoothly in Hungary

and also at Frankfort, when the election will in that

case be almost instantaneously decided. I am inter-

rupted, as happens to me, three or four times every

morning, and will return to you, my dear sisters, on

Saturday.

Juhj 10.

Matters are nearly in the same state, my dear Anne;

but the hope of peace is prevalent everywhere, and I
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begin to think that the Spaniards (finding themselves

disappointed in regard to French co-operation,) will soon

bring down their spirit to relinquish the greatest part

of their foohsh pretensions.

As to France, the fever runs higher and higher ! the

course of it must end in civil war, sooner or later. This

I hold to be an infallible prediction; and on its con-

firmation (notwithstanding a million of civic oaths,) I

stake all my political sagacity. I am sorry to say that

this French folly has proved contagious in almost every

corner of Europe. But enough of these cloudy politics

:

let me talk to you of brighter things. We are to have

fine matrimonial doings here in next September. The

King and Queen of Naples are coming, with their two

eldest daughters, who are to be mavried forthivith to our

two eldest Archdukes. There is a third intermarriage

equally settled between those royal families ; that of the

Prince Royal of Naples with our third Archduchess

;

but each of the parties being now only thirteen years of

age, the nuptials are not to be celebrated for four or five

years to come. The King and Queen of Hungary, with

their two coronatioUuS and two marriages, will have their

hands full of work between this and the winter. If the

peace is made, their Sicilian Majesties have expressed a

wish to be present at the Frankfort coronation, a show

at which I have not the smallest wish to assist. All my
social and convivial passions are (thank Heaven,) as

strong as ever. But my taste for royal banquetings and

princely junketings have left me long ago, and all my
comforts are centered in narroiv circles—my sisters and

friends.

Yours ever,

E. M. K.
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lConJidential.'\

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTER.

Vienna, July 25rd, 1790.

My dear Sister,

I send one of my servants to-morrow to

England, with the foundation of a peace in this part of

the Continent, and I trust that the superstructure will

be perfected in a short time, and to general satisfaction.

This I tell to the sisterhood alone, and for their 2J7nvate

information ; with this additional circumstance, that if

there be any real merit in preventing the extension of

hostility, their crony Murrays-hall, * may honestly

claim a great share in it. This is a truth no mortal

can, or will deny.

I wish somebody (equally well informed) would assure

me that our quarrel with Spain is in as fair a train of

adjustment. I am in hopes that the case is such ; for

I never can figure to myself that Spain can be rash

enough to risk a single combat with England ; and the

French, amidst all their madness, seem at least to have

kept hold of one wise maxim, that of steering clear of

all quarrels with foreign states. But there is no fore-

telling what turn the unaccountable politics of the

National Assembly may hereafter take !

But I leave these matters to the explanation of

futurity. I am, in the meantime, sincerely glad, that

Cousin Kitty\ has played her cards womanfully (there's

a compliment for your sex) and brought her matters to

bear so successfully. I am in a monstrous hurry, having

a score of letters to write.

I am disappointed at finding that there is little

' * The writer himself, so designated from'his Scottish property,

t A confidential cyjiher name for Sir R. M. Keith, in his

correspondence.
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cliance of seeing tlieir Neapolitan Majesties here along

with their daughters. It was their intention ; but there

seems to be no small apprehension that the French

disease oi regeneration may break out in Naples or Sicily;

and therefore prudent sovereigns must not go too far

afield. No contagion was ever more likely to diffuse

itself than that of— "Down with the priests, the

nobility, and all sorts of distinction." That the mob

should bellow thus, is matter of no surprise. But that

the nobility of France should supplicate for degradation,

is inconceivable ! I am glad (for amusement's sake) to

have lived in the strangest, and most topsy-turvij of all

ages. Since these things were to happen, I am glad to

be an eye-witness of them.

What a grave and torpid nation we Britons are

become ! We have not a grain of that beautiful genius,

.

which overturns all the maxims of government and

state policy, which have led mankind in trammels for

these five hundred years ! Basta I if we are not a

HAPPY nation, there exists not one in that predicament

upon the face of God's earth !

But to return to my own pacification. The finishing

hand will be put to it in a Congress^ to be held, some

six or eight weeks hence, in a Greek or Turkish town

(Bucharest, or Crajova in Wallachia) at the distance of

seven or eight hundred miles from home. However,

as I believe that it will please our gracious sovereign

to order your brother to crown the salutary work, pray

be not surprised if the Gazette informs you that I

am setting out for one or other of those outlandish

cities.

R. M. K.

A few extremely valuable letters from the late Lord

Auckland, on the politics of this eventful time, at whose

centre circumstances had placed one of the acutest of
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observers, will come in appropriately, as a farther intro-

duction to the Congress alluded to in Sir R. M. Keith^s

concluding letter.

The first thus opens, or rather renews the corre-

spondence.

Lainbdli Palace, Jan. 29lh, 1790.

My dear Sir,

It is a circumstance to which I look forward

with great pleasure, amidst the new duties which I am
about to undertake at the Hague, that I shall have fre-

quent occasions of corresponding with you, and of

renewing those old habits of intercourse and friend-

ship with you, which have been long interrupted by the

varied peregrinations of my life ; but which I have ever

recollected with a just and true sense of the value of

your society and good opinion. I v, i:l write to you as

soon as I arrive at the Hague ; and I can venture to

say that you will find me a punctual correspondent

during my residence there ; and sincereh^ desirous to

receive and profit by your information and instruction

;

et apparemment dans les circonstances actuelles, et even-

tuelles de I'Europe, il y aura abondamment de quoi

s'entretenir.

The day of my departure is not yet fixed, but the

vessel which carries my baggage and part of my servants

sailed this morning. My dislike to sea will induce me
to go by Calais, Brussels, and Breda, and probably in

about ten days.

I am, my dear Sir, ever most sincerely yours,

Auckland.

P. S.—We are happily in this country without news

of any kind.
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[Secret]

LORD ArCKLAND TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Ifague, March I9th, 1790.

You must pardon tte hurry in which I write^ under

the circumstances of having a company to dinner^ the

individuals of which are new to me^ and might not

make due allowances for me if I were to keep them

waiting, and I do not think it right to detain your

messenger till the evening,

I arrived about eight or ten days ago. Mr. Fitz-

herbert leaves this place to-morrow morning. I am
now settled here, and wish you most frankly to under-

stand that I shall be happy to correspond and co-operate

with you to the best of my ability. When I say little,

or when long intervals elapse between my letters, attri-

bute my silence to the true cause—the want of materials

that may be new to you.

The sentiments of our government will best appear

from the dispatches carried by this messenger. The

King's ministers are, I think and trust, most unani-

mously and firmly of opinion that we ought to contribute

to restoring to the Court of Vienna her revolted pro-

vinces ; so far limited, however, as that their constitu-

tion and privileges shall be secm'ed to them against any

encroachment of their sovereign, by the guarantee of

Great Britain and her allies. But circumstances do

not allow us to proclaim decidedly this sentiment ; nor

are the provinces in question yet ripe for it.

As to the aUies of Great Britain. The leading per-

sons of this country give me, after full conference,

ample assurance of their being at length satisfied that

such a result of the business would give the best and

most natural barrier between them and their French

neighbours ; and I venture to assert that they will act

cordially with us, to the full extent of their means.
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[Confidential.']

As to his Prussian majesty^ c'est bien autre chose!

He lias brought himself to acquiesce in our objections

to declaring the independence ; but I have the fullest

evidence that nothing less than absolute and inevitable

necessity will induce him to contribute by word or deed,

to replacing the Netherlands under their old govern-

ment. But besides, his treaty Avith the Porte commits

him almost irrevocably to everything that can tend to

increase the confusion of the world; and without any

other provocation than the Count de Herzberg's desire

to deprive Austria of Galicia and the Netherlands, and

to give to Prussia, Thorn and Dantzic, and an equi-

valent for Galicia from the Poles. And all this, at the

expense and risk of other powers, who have neither

interest nor the cause of justice to engage them in the

enterprise.

I send you all the papers ; but though most sacredly

seci^et, I think it probable jou will have ere now found

means to get them. They only went two days ago to

England, wb^r" I think they will meet with a very cool

receptioij, as they do here. The answer to Mr. Ewart

even went further, particularly as to an alliance with the

Porte, Poland, and Sweden, les parties honteuses de

VEurope.

I passed two or three days at Brussels ; and saw all

the leaders of the different violent factions. But with

all their detestation and rage respecting each other, they

continue cordially to profess an abhorrence to any idea

of recalling the House of Austria. My accounts from

Prance continue (according to my construction of them)

to show a continued progress to further confusions, and

in the result, perhaps to a separation of the French pro-

vinces. 'Tis well you are a good decypherer;

In haste, most sincerely yours,

, Auckland.
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[Private.']

LORD AUCKLAND TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Uaffue, Aivil 6th, 1790.

My dear Sir,

Lauzun arrived here with the enclosed very-

important papers this morning ; BasiHco came with him,

and brought dispatches of the same date, which I have

forwarded to Berlin.

The letters to Berlin are of great detail, and written

with remarkable force and perspicuity; and such as

ought to have the effect which the King and his

ministers wish to produce. It must be confessed, even

by the most zealous friends of the Berlin Cabinet (and

I am far from a lukewarm one) that the late circum-

stances which have taken place, are at least, exception-

able. In the first letter which I wrote to Mr. Ewart

from this place, I expressed strong apprehensions that

Monsieur de Herzberg was going much too fast for us to

attempt to follow him ; exclusive of the extreme danger

of precipitating into an unprovoked war, and the inde-

cency of taking as the ground and object of the war, the

demand of the surrender of Galicia to the Poles, for an

equivalent to be made good, either by the Turks or the

Belgic states, or both ; and an equivalent from the Poles

to Prussia, for the trouble ; and exclusive also of the

utter unreasonableness of expecting England and the

United Provinces to support these projects, to which they

are not called by any sense either of interest, or of

policy, or of justice. It is a wonderful circumstance,

that the Court of Berlin should not feel that it is become
the most pressing consideration with all sovereigns and
all governments, to combine in restoring peace to man-
kind, for the sole purpose (if there were no other) of

re-establishing the ancient ideas of order, and of civil
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and military subordination, all of which are shaken to

their centre.

As far as I understand the purport of these dispatches

to the different belligerent powers, (and I have had

great pleasure in observing the origin of the plan, and

its progress to maturity, among his Majesty^s ministers,)

it is the King's meaning, not merely to propose a

general armistice, for the purpose of a Congress, to enter

into a discussion upon the general grounds which are

stated, " but also explicitly to offer his mediation ;" and

I take the liberty to intimate this, because, though it is

not expressed in the dispatches addressed to you, it

seems there to be implied. If the King of Hungary is

not tied hands and feet to the Court of Petersburgh, he

will accept this great proposition, which you are autho-

rised to make to him, bonnement et franchement ; and

the Turks, upon your letters to Sir E. Ainslie, will do

the same. I mean, as far as the armistice goes, and the

appointment of plenipotentiaries to a Congress ; with a

request to the King to give his mediation, and also that

of the States General, which I conceive would be right,

both to add some degree of weight to the business, and

from other obvious considerations.

My position is, that, if peace, or an armistice takes

place among the northern nations ; if the King of

Prussia acquiesces in the earnest recommendation of the

King j and if the Court of Vienna should then fairly

and handsomely throw the arrangement of the Belgic

Provinces upon the good faith of the King, and his

allies; still maintaining the moderate and conciliatory

language with which he has opened his reign ; that the

business might be accomplished, by our forcing the

Brabant leaders, whoever they may be at the time, to

send deputies to the Congress, to arrange the mode and

terms of their return to their sovereign, or by such

other expedients as the circumstances of the moment
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mi gilt render practicable. At the same time^ it must

be confessed that amidst the distractions, and violences,

and treacheries which are prevailing in the ci\il and

mihtary factions of those provinces, the indisposition

towards the Austrian government seems unabated.

We are also liable to be incessantly thwarted by the

popular leaders in France, who, both from the dis-

tresses which they are multiplying, and the whole

course of their conduct, are justly and emphatically

called " les enrages ! " Having laid aside all other reli-

gion, the French have now adopted the enthusiasm of

giving what they call " Liberty " to all other nations

;

and, if that holy zeal is successful, all Europe will soon

be in a worse state than under the old incursions of

barbarous hordes. Adieu, my dear Sn, Vous avez une

belle htsogne ; depechez vous, je vous en /)rie,*

Believe me, ever most sincerely yours,

Auckland.

The official correspondence of Sir Robert Murray

Keith during the first sixteen years of his residence

at Vienna, having been perused by, and freely drawn

upon by Archdeacon Coxe, in his History of the House

of Austria, the fifth volume of which is confessedly

based on that correspondence, and on the previous one

* It will be pleasing to those who turn, as they shortly will, from those

most able and acute, though hasty and unstudied suggestions of consum-

mate political wisdom and experience, to find how comj^letely they tallied

with the opinions and conduct which Sir R. MuiTay Keith was simul-

taneously expressing, and pursuing at Vienna ; as well as with the less

creditable features hero animadverted upon, in the conduct and character

of other parties in the complicated negotiations of the times. The com-

fort which Sir R. M. Keith must have derived, from hearing his just and

upright sentiments, and straightforward views in public affairs, thus con-

fidentially reflected, from a congenial master mind, at a period of painf

responsibility and anxiety, may better be imagined than described.
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of his father and predecessor, Mr. Keith, from the same

court—it has been deemed superflvious to go over matter

so voluminous, and referring to events ah*eady become

the province of legitimate history ; while transactions of

a later period, still hovering on its confines, may be

elucidated, and the character of the chief agents in them

illustrated, by extracts from the same authentic and

valuable documents, (chiefly unexamined until now by

any historical writer) during the years 1790 and 1791.

The period was one of mighty and eventful changes

in the long, carefully-balanced constitution of Europe.

And though, in the revolutionary earthquake by whose

throes the fondly-cherished equilibrium was first shaken,

and then overthrown, the interest of events, deemed

during their occurrence of first-rate importance, has

likewise been swallowed up—it may be matter of

curiosity to the rising politicians of times like our own,

when the diplomacy as well as wars of former days are

fast becoming subjects of tradition—to know how
seriously statesmen viewed, and how sedulously nego-

tiators watched over that " system," as it was called, of

European alliances, which a convulsion, subversive of

long established principles and ideas, was destined to

sweep away.

Many considerations have concurred in recommending
for selection, as a specimen of the public character and

abilities (otherwise abundantly established) of the sub-

ject of the present pages, the " memorable" (as Coxe

styles it) or " glorious " (as it is elsewhere designated)

Treaty of Sistovo, in 1791. The prominent position

then held, as plenipotentiary from Great Britain, by
Sir Robert jMurray Keith, stamps his record of this

thorny and difficult, and hitherto inedited transaction,

with peculiar value in a political point of view ; while

its singular locahty, beyond the pale of Christendom,

with its correspondi^.g tracts of Ottoman superstition
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and barbarism (features unique, it is believed, in the

annals of European diplomacy) might invest it for the

general reader with a charm rarely attendant on con-

ferences and protocols, even had these not been

relieved, and their whimsical concomitants chronicled

from day to day, in a series of familiar letters, with

which those of Lady Mary Wortley Montague, from

her Turkish sojourn, can alone, perhaps, come into

competition.

A further motive, were any wanting, would have

decided the choice of this final act of Sir Robert

Keith's long diplomatic career. Independently of the

publicity elsewhere given to its previous transactions,

the idea hitherto followed out in the present work, of

giving chiefly such detached portions of correspondence

as form a distinct whole—seems especially applicable

when the object is to convey a just and precise idea of

the public (as previous selections, it is hoped, may have

done of the private) character of him who is its subject.

A negotiation for the restoration of peace to Europe,

under the mediation of three of its most influential

powers, in which we have the unimpeachable authorit}^

of one of the ablest among his brother diplomatists for

stating that the representative of England "sustained

the leading part -" * which, after unexampled obstacles,

he succeeded in bringing to a triumphant termination,

and with which it formed his anxious, and at length

* The whole paragi'aph, occurring in a letter from Lord Auckland

(then minister at the Hague, and through whose hands the entire

dispatches had been transmitted to London), is so honourable to his

brother negotiator, that, though prematurely, perhaps, it may be given

here. It is dated at the Hague, August 23rd, 1791.

" I felicitate you most sincerely on the final and complete success of the

negotiation at Sistovo, in which you sustained the leading part with

unexampled patience and perfect address ; and at the same time with

that dignity, weight, and effect, which it was your object to establish, for

the credit of your mission, and to employ for the good purposes of that

mission. The result was perfect, and perfectly executed." ....
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reluctantly granted desire^ to conclude liis long^ toil-

some, public career, seems tlie most appropriate

memorial which even partiality itself could Avish to

perpetuate.

Lest, perhaps^ undue importance should seem (not

unnaturally) to be attached to a pacification, whose

results, however laboriously accomplished, the tempest

of revolutionary war soon well nigh effaced from the

remembrance of mankind—it may be necessary to go

back a little, and to quote the expressions of the histo-

rian of the reign of George the Third, regarding a state

of Continental affairs in which England, distant as she

was from their remote theatre, and unaffected as she

might be presumed to be by the issue of the contest,

thought it, nevertheless, equally for her dignity and

interest to interpose her mediation.

On the critical state of Eastern Europe towards the

latter end of the reign of Joseph the Second, and

the menacing aspect of the storm which had raged

there since the year 1787, on the general tranquillity,

Adolphus* (adopting and abridging in a great measure

the words of Coxe) thus expresses himself:

—

"War was still waged between the Russians and

Turks, and it seemed at one time to threaten a fearful

extension, though its operations were finally limited to

a few of the principal powers. Joseph the Second

postponed his junction with Catherine to curb his own
rebellious subjects in the Netherlands—a necessity to

which he yielded with reluctance ; but the temporary

tranquillity enabled him to act Avith more freedom. He
had affected the character of a mediator between the

belhgerents; but suddenly, and while this semblance

was continued, marched two columns into the Turkish

territory, where their situation was so helpless and

* Adolphus's History of the reign of George the Third, voh iv. p. 311.

VOL. II. T
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exposed^ tliat tlieir preservation was entirely owing to

the magnanimous forbearance of tlie enemy, wlio, in-

stead of wreaking deserved vengeance on the heads of

their unprincipled invaders, permitted them to repass

the Save. The Grand Signor deprecated hostilities by

a forcible and manly appeal to the justice and gratitude

of the Emperor; but Joseph, eager to signalise his

arms, and to share in the spoils of a fallen foe, published

a declaration of war, in which he did not even attempt to

varnish his aggression with the slightest colour of equity.

" In entering on this war, Joseph's ambition grasped

at the recovery of Bosnia and Servia, the acquisition

of Moldavia and Wallachia, and the extension of his

boundaries to the Dneister. To forward these objects,

he assembled an army greater than the House of Austria

had ever brought into the field—a force of two hundred

thousand men, with two thousand pieces of artillery.

The Russians made equally formidable preparations;

an army under Potemkin remained on the Bog, while

others were judiciously stationed in various quarters,

and an armament in the Black Sea was intended to

favour the progress of Potemkin. After a vigorous siege,

and in the depth of winter, the Prince took Ockzakow

by storm, and subjected the inhabitants to all the cruel-

ties and horrors attendant on such an event. This

conquest cost Russia twenty thousand men, of whom
five thousand perished in the final assault."

It was thus no insignificant or bloodless contest in

which three of the most extensive Continental states

were engaged; and though at various periods during

its continuance, its operations were suspended by dan-

gers from within or without, by which its ambitious

aggressors, Catherine and Joseph, found themselves

respectively menaced, yet, at every successive oppor-

tunity, a war *' conducted,'' says Adolphus, " with

prodigious fury and desolation, and in which, had hos-
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tilities betAveen England and Spain not happily been

averted^ all Europe would liave been involved/' conti-

nued, notwithstanding the slow but sure approach of a

mightier conqueror, to excite in the breast of the dying

and soi-disant philanthropic Emperor, sentiments of

bitterness and gratified revenge, Avhose sole excuse may

perhaps be found in the utter prostration of his ambitious

projects in every other point of his dominions.

In the campaign of 1789, the Turkish army amounting

to 90,000 men, was not only defeated with immense

loss, by the united Prussians and Austrians, under the

celebrated Suwarrow, but the gallant Marshal Laudohn,

by the siege and capture of Belgrade, and other victo-

ries, cast a gleam of joy and exultation over the last

hours of Joseph, who, sinking as he was in the last stage

of decline, rose from his bed to receive the news, and

attend a Te Deum, in the cathedral of St. Stephen's.

" From successive conquests over the Turks by Prince

Potemkin, Prince Cobourg, and Marshal Laudohn,

during which, the allies became masters of the whole

line of fortresses which covered the Turkish frontiers,

the three grand armies, originally separated by a vast

extent of country, were rapidly converging to the same

point, and threatened, by their united force, to over-

throw all opposition, and iu another campaign to com-

plete the subversion of the Ottoman empire in Europe."

To the havoc and bloodshed involved in such a

contingency, a cessation of hostilities, necessitated by

the circumstances of the belligerents, happily imposed a

barrier ; till the death of Joseph, by opening the way

for the accession to the Imperial throne of a monarch

of a more essentially pacific character, gave scope for

the beneficent and disinterested interposition of Great

Britain, to put a period to a war whose horrors, on the

part of Russia especially, were an outrage on humanity,

and Christendom.

T 2
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Strong, however, and in some respects well founded,

as were the hopes held out by the previous moderation,

and present professions of Leopold, of success in this

desirable object, they were far from being immediately

realised. " In the face " says Archdeacon Coxe, " of

repeated protestations, that his only object was to

second the efforts of Great Britain for the pacification

of the contending powers, the new Emperor, anxious to

push his success before the King of Prussia could take

part in the contest, rejected " (or rather, as the following

correspondence will show, eluded) " the armistice sug-

gested by England, and redoubled his efforts for the

prosecution of the war." " During the pause," con-

tinues the same writer, '' which the approach of the two

armies occasioned, the negotiation was resumed, and a

convention signed on the 5th of August, 1790, at

Reichenbach in Silesia ; by which Leopold agreed to

enter into an armistice with the Turks, and to open a

negotiation for peace, under the mediation of the

maritime powers, on the basis of the statu quo. A con-

gress of plenipotentiaries from Austria, Turkey, and the

mediating powers, (England, Prussia, and Holland),

was soon afterwards assembled at Sistovo in Bulgaria ;

and all the subjects of contention seemed on the point

of being arranged by an amicable compromise. The

negotiation was several times impeded by disputes in

various quarters, and in June, 1791, Leopold's plenipo-

tentiaries, suspending the conferences, even retired to

Bucharest.

'' By a rare exercise, however, of temper, skill, and

forbearance, on the part of the mediating ministers, the

negotiation, which had proceeded so slowly at the com-

mencement, was terminated with great rapidity; and

the memorable Treaty of Sistovo, which restored peace,

and suspended the rivalry between Austria and Prussia,

was signed, on the 4th of August, 1791."
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Before entering on a negotiation^ not only whose

eventual success^ but its very existence^ depended on

the personal character and sentiments of the new sove-

reign of Austria,* we shall have occasion to go back,

and gather these from the spirited, and almost dramatic

record of a conversation held by him, soon after his

accession, with Sir Kobert Murray Keith; and the

latter's comments on them, and on the counteracting

effects of the lingering influence of the celebrated Prince

Kaunitz, long totally alienated from England.

The whole tenor of these despatches, in addition to

the testimony borne by them to the acuteness and

energy of their writer, is pervaded by that genuine,

unfeigned solicitude for peace, which, from the most

illustrious of soldier diplomatists, the Duke of Welling-

ton downwards, seems to actuate every arbiter of human

destinies to whom the horrors of war are personally

familiar. It will be seen with what ardour and perse-

verance the preliminary step of an armistice, to stop the

immediate eifusion of blood, and compel a similar mea-

sure on the part of Russia, was pressed on the mild and

pacific new monarch, at their first interview, by a veteran,

whom not even his youthful triumphs under a hero

whom he loved, could blind to the evils of warfare, or

reconcile to the butcheries of Ockzakow and Belgrade.

SIR ROBERT MURRAY KEITH TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

Vienna, May Uth, 1790.

My Lord,

On Sunday, the 9th inst., I had the honour

to deliver to his Hungarian Majesty, f at a private

audience, his Majesty's letter of condolence, and my

* Leopold, Grand Duke of Tuscany, who had succeeded to his brother,

the Emperor Joseph the Second.

t Leopold's election as Emperor had not taken place.
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new credentials. I accompanied these with suitable

compliments, and in exact conformity to your Grace's

instructions. They gave great pleasure to the King,

who repaid them by assurances equally cordial and

expressive.

His Majesty immediately entered into the politics of

this critical juncture, by saying that he placed the most

firm reliance on the friendly disposition, and salutary

views of his Britannic Majesty. That he himself was

in great hopes of owing to the King the greatest of

obligations in the restoration of general tranquillit3^

That England was at this moment, from the character

of her sovereign, the wisdom of his administration, and

the national weight and force, the only power which

could render that service to mankind ; and that it would

stamp a lasting honour on the British name. That he

had seen with much satisfaction the very seasonable

intervention of England, in the prospect of an imme-

diate armistice, which he had ascribed to its true

motive, that of endeavouring to prevent the effect of a

very alarming and offensive treaty, concluded between

Prussia and the Porte, the principles and terms of which

could in no manner suit either with the upright senti-

ments, or the pacific dispositions of the Court ofEngland.

That it had been matter of sincere regret to him not

to have had it in his power to accept the armistice imme-

diately. I here begged leave to observe that my Court

must have seen with great concern the unlooked-for

obstacle which had prevented that acceptance. But as

every party in the present war, who had a sincere incli-

nation to put a speedy end to it, must acknowledge the

urgent expediency of adopting that measure without

delay, I trusted that the Empress of Russia would have

immediately joined her hearty consent to that which his

Majesty had already declared it to be his own sincere

and settled purpose to grant.
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The King replied that he had opened himself very

frankly to Russia, in demonstrating the expediency of

putting an end to a war of which he was himself

heartily tired. That Russia was in fact not less so.

That the Turks were exhausted, and could in no way

promise themselves more advantages, even from the

improbable success of a third campaign, than from

the terms of peace which both Courts were ready to

grant them.

Upon my pressing the King very much to give me
the assurance that he had employed all his weight with

the Empress of Russia to bring that princess to con-

sent, without a moment's delay, to a joint or separate

armistice, he replied in very positive terms, that he

had not only made use of ministerial communications,

but had written with his own hand to the Empress

of Russia, to evince the sound policy of accepting the

King of England's proposition, and that he enter-

tained not the smallest doubt of her embracing it very

readily.

I observed that when that measure shall have been

adopted, and the field laid open for calm negotiation, I

saw every reason to hope that from the dispositions

which his Hungarian Majesty so frankly professed, and

which, from every prudential motive, I must likewise

suppose to exist in the mind of his ally, peace might still

be re-established.

" Yes, Sir," said the monarch, " but the great point is

that the efficacy of your sovereign's intervention should

be felt in time to prevent hostilities. Should these

unhappily take place, the scene would be wholly altered.

You know how difficult it is to sheathe the sword when
once it has drawn blood. We have but very little time

left, for my latest letters give me reason to apprehend

that his Prussian Majesty who, at first, seemed to have

fixed the end of May for the commencement of his
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measures of aggression, has it now in contemplation to

forestal that period."*

I recurred to the mention of the additional motive

which such a supposition fmniished for the immediate

determination of Austria and Russia to close with my
sovereign's proposal ; representing that the King's good

offices would, in all likelihood, prove of great cogency

everywhere.

" I agree with you on that point," replied his Hun-

garian Majesty, '' and I will fairly own to you that if

once an opening could be obtained for deliberate dis-

cussion of all these matters, I see no real obstacle to

our coming, all of us, to a thoroughly good understand-

ing. I will not talk to you," continued his Majesty,

" as if already actually negotiating ; but I am not sorry

to throw out some of my ideas, in a loose way, to show

you what I think may be the means of effectuating an

agreement.

" First of aU, let me put Galicia entirely out of the

question, as the restitution of that province is neither

consistent with honour, with prudence, or with justice.

I will not ask of you. Sir, to answer me on that head;

as I am fully persuaded that your Court has not the

smallest hand in that project, and is very far from

approving it. With regard to all the rest, I shall

readily agree to avoid the mention of any diplomatic

phrases, which might impede the commencement of a

treaty, in the prosecution of which, I wish to make

known my hearty desire to maintain the general equi-

libre, and satisfy all parties in a reasonable manner.

" First, then, the Turks should be replaced in such a

state as would render them respectable, though not

formidable to their neighbours. They ought not to get

* Leopold's object was to induce Sii' R. Keith to interpose with

Prussia without waiting for the armistice, which he required the permis-

sion of Russia to grant.



SIR ROBERT MURRAY KEITH. 381

back all they have lost^ because, strengthened as they

will henceforward be by an alliance with Prussia, they

might be tempted, some little time hence, to suppose

that there would be no great danger in the renewal of

war, since after three unfortunate campaigns, they had

found themselves no losers by it,

" As to myself, I tell you frankl}^ it is not conquest

or acquisition I have in view, but to establish for my
dominions a proper and distinct frontier, marked out by

nature, and which may obviate all future quarrels with

the Turks, whom my predecessors found to be good

neighbours, and whom I hope to find such in time

coming. Nay, I will add, that I would rather have the

Tin-ks in my neighbourhood than anything else except-

ing the sea, which you Englishmen understand to be

the safest, and most convenient of all neighbours.

"With regard to Prussia," pursued his Majesty, "it

would seem that the monarch has it exceedingly at

heart to make the acquisition of Dantzic and Thorn, and

I will suppose that those cities may be of signal advan-

tage to him, and that they are not of such consequence

to Poland as to prevent me indulging that wish, pro-

vided she obtains some sort of compensation. But I

can see no reason why that compensation should be

sought at my expense.'^

After suggesting an arrangement by which this latter

alternative might be avoided, the King thus pro-

ceeded :

—

" By the stipulations I have here mentioned, or some-

thing nearly approaching to them, I am persuaded a

pacification might soon be completed. You will easily

conceive," added the King, " that what I have thrown

out is merely the rough, and even random outline, of

what I call the means of conciliation; it may be improved

or dilated with very little trouble.

" There is but one subject," continued his Majesty,
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" upon which I have not touched, and indeed it is a

very delicate one ; I mean the Low Countries. I do

ample justice to the vicAvs of the maritime powers, and

am convinced that they see clearly what are their own

interests as well as mine, in regard to the future fate of

that country. But let us now suppose that the King

of Prussia declares war against me. His first step

would probably be to acknowledge the independence

of the Netherlands. The stake is much too great for

me not to strain every nerve to recover those provinces.

Such a contest could not fail to be long and bloody.

Should my arms prove successful, England is abeady

apprised of my unalterable resolution, and she is, I dare

say, well satisfied with them. But should the contrary

happen, to what straits might not the head of the House

of Austria be driven ? I shall mention only one, which

I give you my word, is the farthest from my intentions,

the most repugnant to my interests, and a last and

desperate resource, which dire necessity alone could in

any shape justify—I mean that of tempting France, by

the cession to her of a considerable part of those pro-

vinces, to take arms in favour of Austria, and to assist

her in recovering the remainder. I repeat," continued

the King, laughing, " that is only looking at the blackest

side of a possible turn of fortune against me ; for Heaven

knows, that I neither expect nor wish for the inter-

ference of France on that side. I am talking of events

which a long and unfortunate war might produce ; but

I return with pleasure to the prospect of a speedy

adjustment, through the wise and kind intervention of

England."

I replied that even the most distant idea of depart-

ing in any exigence whatever, from the stipulated

indivisibility of the Austrian Netherlands could never be

looked upon by the maritime powers as possible. " But

Sir," said I, " it is evident that the only wise measure
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to be embraced at present is an armistice—an armistice/'

added I, repeating the word three or four times with

great earnestness^ " without any longer hesitation."

" Yes/' resumed the King, " and frank and fan-

deahng afterwards on all sides, under the mediation of

you7' sovereign. I wish your messenger were again

returned from England
; pray give me early notice when

he arrives."

"That I shall unquestionably do/' replied I, "but

your Majesty knows what sort of a vexatious scuffle I

have to encounter, each time I have any overture to

make through your prime minister. It is hard always

to find a point of resistance on the threshold of your

palace."

" I own it/' said the King smiling, " and I am truly

sorry for it. But you know so well how to manage

matters, that I desire you only to take your own way.

Tell Cobenzel, tell me, what you wish to make known,

and you shall have no reason to complain. I am glad

to talk to you confidentially, as I have always done com-

plete justice to your personal character, and to your

zeal for your master's service. I wish for peace very

ardently : lie alone can give it to all Europe ; and I

promise you that when I am again in possession of that

blessing, I mean to keep fast hold of it, and strive

most strenuously to render it as lasting as my own
existence."

I looked upon this last phrase as announcing the end

of my audience. I therefore hastened to enforce my
former arguments, respecting the importance and urgent

expediency of the armistice; to which opinion his

Majesty assented very readily ; and then put an end to

the interview in such a manner as to convince me that

what had passed in it, left an agreeable impression on

the monarch's mind.

Such, my lord, is the precise detail of an interesting
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conversation, in wliicli I have purposely suppressed, as

superfluous, many of tlie observations I thought it my
duty to make ; but I have been particularly careful to

adhere very strictly to the letter as well as spirit of

every expression which his Hungarian Majesty used,

even to the repetitions which naturally occurred in a

very animated conversation.

I have the honoui' to be, &c.,

R. M. Keith.

The expedient devised and carried into execution,

for obviating the ill effects of the impracticability (above

alluded to, under the title of a " vexatious scuffle ") on

the part of the Austrian prime minister, is in itself so

amusing, and the dispatch in which it is communicated

so extremely characteristic of the diametrically opposite

and straightforward mode of doing business of the

writer, that it must be given at length, notwithstanding

some of its most striking phrases having been (in the

concluding pages of his History of Austria,) already

quoted by Archdeacon Coxe.

SIB ROBERT MURRAY KEITH TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

Vienna, May 2ith, 1790.

My Lord,

On the same day that I had the conference

with Prince Kaunitz, on the subject of the proposal of

a separate armistice, I called on the Vice-Chancellor,

Count Cobenzel, with a view to convey through him to

his sovereign, the knowledge of Prince Kaunitz' s very

unaccountable behaviour, and the more than cold

reception that minister had thought proper to give to

the most friendly overtiu'es from my Court.

On the first mention of the matter to the Vice-Chan-

cellor, I found him in a very different disposition from
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that of his principal. He told me, in very obliging

terms, that although he had not seen my note, which

Prince Kaunitz had kept in his own closet, and was

alone employed in drawing up the answer to it—he knew

from the King* himself, that my royal master^s pro-

posal had given him very great satisfaction : that he

(the King) looked upon it as a real obligation which he

was happy to acknowledge. To this Count Cobenzel

added that the answer, which I might probably receive

in a couple of days, would be every way satisfactory^

and such as my Court had a right to expect. He then

paid me many compliments on my personal conduct,

and steady good temper in business. To this I replied,

that I had ever laid it down as a maxim, not to allow

private passion to prove detrimental to public business

;

that I had fulfilled my duty in representing to my
Court the behaviour and language of Prince Kaunitz

in their true colours ; but that I rejoiced in the hope of

finding his Hungarian Majesty's statements widely

diff'erent from those of his prime minister, for whose

incurable failings I felt commiseration : but that I hoped

the King of Hungary would not at this time, allow

his prime minister to spoil his salutary work by a

harsh or captious method of conducting it. Count

Cobenzel expressed a firm belief that every risk of

this nature would be carefully obviated on the* present

occasion.

I then spoke to him of the ambitious and intolerable

spirit of their E-ussian ally, and particularly of the

haughty, as well as unwarrantable pretensions of Prince

Potemkin, which, unless immediately abandoned, must

prove an inevitable bar in the way of a general paci-

fication. The Vice-Chancellor assured me that Prince

Potemkin's claims had never been seriously listened

* It will be remembei'ed that the Eraperoi- was as yet only King of

Hungary.
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to here, and that certainly Count Woronzow must have

acquainted my Court that the Empress of Russia had

entirely laid aside all thoughts of such a scheme, and

would show the utmost moderation in the terms of

pacification.

I told him that the word " moderation" coming from

the Court of St. Petersbm^gh, had always appeared to

me a very vague expression ; but that it was undoubtedly

the interest of Austria to oblige her ally in this

instance to bring back that expression to its true mean-

ing, and to prove by facts, the precise value of what had

hitherto been regarded by foreign powers as words of

very doubtful import.

Some company, at this moment of our conversation,

coming into the room, I made haste to conclude it with

this observation. "The first step of your sovereign's

reign was to set on foot at Constantinople the proposi-

tion of a separate armistice with the Porte. It is

now offered to him by the most upright and humane

Court in Europe, the one I have the honour to serve

;

and his ready acceptance of it will be of a piece with his

first and fundamental principles in politics.^' Count

Cobenzel said, " I agree with you entirely ; but the con-

clusion of a treaty, offensive in the strongest sense,

between Prussia and the Porte, makes a great alteration."

" It does," replied I, " for it renders it more difficult

than formerly to obtain the Porte's consent to such an

armistice. But with regard to his Hungarian Majesty,

it adds a tenfold motive for his thanking, and fulfilling

the desire of that Power which offers so handsomely, to

recommend that armistice at Constantinople." Here

our conversation ended. I am to see Count Cobenzel

again in a day or two.

I have already transmitted to your Grace the par-

ticulars of a conference I had with Kaunitz on the

23rd instant, in which the haughty inflexibility of that
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minister's character was even more conspicuous than

on any former occasion.

In consequence of the last of Count Cobenzel's notes

(copies of Avhich are annexed), I had a conversation with

the Austrian Vice-Chancellor, of which the following

are the principal details. Count Cobenzel, after hearing

attentively what had passed in my conference with the

Prince, said, with great openness, "I thank you for

this visit ; I had requested it of you at the desire of my
sovereign. I was afraid of Prince Kaunitz's haughty

manner and inflexible demeanour; and am therefore

directed by the King himself to soften and explain

whatever may have hurt you, either in the Prince's

language, or in the note verhale which he has put into

your hands. I declare to you, in the frankest terms,

that my sovereign wishes sincerely for peace, and is

most anxious to embrace (in as far as his engagements

with Russia will permit) the very kind and beneficent

proposition brought forward by your Court. You know,"

continued he, " all the foibles of Prince Kaunitz ; and

you are too considerate not to have a great deal of

indulgence for a man of eighty years of age, whose

faculties begin to sink under the load of those years,

and whose temper grows every day more and more

intractable. Let us draw a veil over his weaknesses,

and let you and I (who are the servants of a monarch

who heartily desires peace) endeavour to give a different

turn to all this business."

I replied that his Hungarian Majesty, who could not

be ignorant of the glaring foibles of the Prince, must

undoubtedly feel how dangerous it was to have his

intentions thwarted, and his views misrepresented by

the pen of his prime minister. That, in my opinion,

the conduct and language of Prince Kaunitz was calcu-

lated to create wars, if none such had been impending,

and that as foreign Courts could alone form their
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judgment of tlie sentiments of the Court of Vienna,

from tlie communicritions given in writi7ig by the Secre-

tary of State for Foreign Affairs, I must take the liberty

to observe that my Court could not fail to conclude,

from the paper I held in my hand, that the King of

Hungary rejected the King's proposition, and had no

inclination to prevent the extension of hostilities.

He said with the utmost earnestness, " Your remark

is perfectly just; but let us try, nevertheless, every

means of avoiding this painful dilemma, and proving

the sincere solicitude of my Court to meet with due

gratitude the friendly overtures of the King of Eng-

land/' He then launched out into a long and, indeed,

very candid explanation of every passage in the reponse

verbale which has a doubtful or an improper meaning.

This brought on a conversation of more than an hour,

in which Cobenzel employed his utmost eloquence to

convince me, that in the mind of his Hungarian Majesty

every sentiment reigned which the King of England

wished to strengthen, and. that the answer of Prince

Kaunitz was not that of his royal master.

" In that case," resumed I, " take back this paper,

and give me the real answer on which my Court can

rely." " That, alas ! cannot be done," rejoined he,

" but any other mode of explanation which you shall

think proper to suggest, will, I dare say, be adopted."

" Sir," answered I, " whatever is said to me by ^the

Vice-Chancellor cannot invalidate this paper ; neither

can I take it upon me to set your words in direct

opposition to Prince Kaunitz's, in order to contradict

flatly what he has given me in writing. But as I am
happy to have it in my power to transmit the King of

Hungary's sentiments as nearly as I can in his own

words, if you, Sir, will see your sovereign between this

time and to-morrow afternoon, and procure his authority

to hold to me, at another conference, a clear and decisive



SIR EOBEET MUREAY KEITH. 289

language in respect to tlie immediate acceptance or

refusal of a separate armistice, I will (for tlie advancement

of so salutary a work) write down in your presence every

word which you shall be commissioned to pronounce

;

and (as you dare not yourself give me the same in

your oivn handwriting) it shall go to England in mine."

He agreed readily to this proposal^ and proceeded to

press me strongly to send a messenger to Constan-

tinople^ though he owned he Avas sorry to repeat that

his sovereign was certainly not at liberty to embrace a

separate armistice without the previous consent of the

Empress of Eussia.

'' This last circumstance destroys alb" (resumed I^,)

" as my orders, of which you have a literal translation

in my note, are positive and peremptory. I cannot

send a messenger to the Porte, unless his Hungarian

Majesty declares formally, that he is willing to adopt

that measure at all events ; and that, though he may not

be able to give a written promise to that effect till he

has given notice to the Empress, he has taken the

unalterable resolution to agree to the armistice, even if

that Princess should withhold her consent."

Count Cobenzel, not content with assuring me that

his master's hands were absolutely tied on that point,

begged of me to go with him into the next room, where

the Aulic Councillor Spielman sat at his writing-table.

This gentleman is the confidential secretary, whose

weight with his sovereign is deservedly very great.

Here the Vice-Chancellor recapitulated a great part ofthe

conversation, asking Monsieur Spielman what he thought

of the King's engagements with Russia ? This gentle-

man replied, " They are absolute ; and he cannot, with-

out betraying them, consent to any separate measure."

In the end of the conversation, the Vice-Chancellor

mentioned that their next reply to the Court of Berlin

would be conceived in such fair, and truly pacific terms,
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tliat unless liis Prussian Majestywas resolved to draw the

sword at all events^ he must be satisfied with their offers.

" Gentlemen/^ said 1, " alloAA^ me one more observa-

tion at parting, and you have my permission to convey

it to his Hungarian Majesty. Let the terms you are to

propose to Prussia be Avhat they may, let your sovereign

deliver Jds sentiments in pure and sterling gold. If

Prince Kaunitz's pen must be employed to clothe them

in words, they will become lead, or something more

detrimental still.* What a bad thing would it be for

Europe, if, in the great question of peace or war, the

caprice of every individual should create, and justify

hostilities, when sincere conciliation was intended."

According to the appointment with Count Cobenzel,

I went to his ofl&ce this day, at two o'clock. He was

ivith the King, and a servant had orders to tell me that

he would eive me notice whenever he returned. About

* Lest it should be imagined that any degree of personal pique had a

share in this strong expression, it may be well to quote the words of the

private MS. joiu-nal of a deceased traveller of great ability and expe-

rience :

—

" I dined yesterday at Prince Kaunitz's, as I generally do once a week.

Sir Robert Keith diued there likewise ; and I had an opportunity of

being personally convinced of what I had often heard, I mean the great

attention the Prmce shows him. There were several people of higher

rank than he present ; but the Prince took no more notice of them than

he did of their footmen, and addressed his whole discourse to Sir Robert.

The conversation, which at this table is generally the most trifling and

frivolous imaginable, was both instructive and entertaining : for Prince

Kaunitz, who speaks better than almost any man I ever heard, was

obliged, by the questions that Sir Robert put to him, to talk upon

interesting subjects. There cannot be a stronger proof of the great effect

of personal character than to see Sir Robert, who is only an Envoy, more

respected by the Emperor and all his ministers than the ambassadors

extraordinary of Russia, France, and Spain, ^mi all together. I by no

means think Prince K. in the right for showing so marked a preference

to any man, however much he may think him superior to the rest of the

company ; but this Prince despises the ordinary forms of politeness ; and

the Emperor himself, when he has any busmess to transact, is oUigccl to

go to his house, as he fiever comes to Court."
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an hour after, Count Cobenzel prevented my visit by-

coming to my house, and after paying me (as lie said, by

order of his sovereign), the most flattering comphmeuts

on my personal conduct, and fairness of proceeding, he

took out a paper, which he showed me, with several

interlineations, and said, " This, Sir, is what the King

has ordered me to say, and to allow you to commit to

writing, for the information of your Court/^ He then

read, and I copied word ibr word, the inclosed note.

Whatever are its merits or faults, they must stand on

their own bottom. I signed my note in his presence,

and that business was over.

" Now, Sir," said I, " you have, with the consent of

your sovereign, agreed to set aside Prince Kaunitz.

Have you thought of what will happen if he sends me a

letter this evening for Count Revitzky ? Your minister

in London will reason and act from Prince Kaunitz's

orders; my Court will judge of his Hungarian Majesty's

sentiments from your supplementary explanation. Nay,

more. Sir, in the future correspondence of Count

Revitzky, it is next to impossible that Prince Kaunitz

should not remark that my Court acts on other prin-

ciples than those his pen lays down. It is not my
business to point out to jo\x, Count Cobenzel, how you

are to prevent such a colhsion
;

yet it is a subject

deserving of consideration."

" Sir," replied the Count, " I thank you for the sug-

gestion ; it is a fair and candid one, and I will answer it

fairly
; your Court will have the consideration for mine

not to let out our secret. You are requested by the

King of Hungary, to follow the usual mode of commu-

nication through Prince Kaunitz ; but to put into my
hands his answers, whatever they are, and to wait till I

give you a particular explanation from the mouth of my
sovereign, of whatever may be harsh or ambiguous in

those answers."

u2
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" It is, at best/^ rejoined I, '''but an awkward method

of doing business, and tlie sooner an end is put to it the

better. But I subscribe to it for the present, and can

only say that no bad use shall be made of the confidence

which his Hungarian Majesty reposes in me. I shall

go on, for form's sake, with Prince Kaunitz as long as I

can. But Avhat am I to do Avith the letter he will send

to me this evening ?
"

" Pray send it back to me," said the Yice-Chancellor,

''and I will send you another, which shall contain a copy

of what you have now written down from my mouth.''

"Very well," replied I; "Prince Kaunitz began by

excluding me from his share of this negotiation ; it is

odd enough that I should pursue it by excluding him !

"

(Here, my lord, ends the history of Prince Kaunitz's

pohtical career. Heaven forbid that I should hereafter

ever insult his ashes !*)

I would not let Count Cobenzel depart without making

one essential remark, viz. : "My Court has been anxious

to obtain the certainty that no aggression, or even entice-

ment to hostility shall take place on your part towards

Prussia. To this I have answered that you neither have,

nor can have a thought of taking any step which can bear

the most distant approach to it. But, Sir, what are you

doing on the side of Turkey ? you are going to pass the

Danube, and besiege Widdin. What will the King of

Prussia say to your thirst of conquest, and the progress

of your arms on that side ?"

"Say," rejoined Count Cobenzel, "what I declare to

* That these were not emi^ty words of course, is proved by a passage

in a private letter of the same date to Lord Auckland, mclosing the above

dispatch.

'• I hope that future events will prove that I have gained a great deal

by setting aside Prince Kaunitz's vexatious intervention. But one thing

I must lc(/ of your lordship, which is, that his humiliating situation at

present may be kept secret, out of a just consideration for an old and

once able and faithful servant of the House of Austria."
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you to be true^ that no conquests we can make are in

tlie view of retaining them, but only to force the Turks

to a speedy peace."

"That is well/^ answered I, "but write this to Count

Revitzky, and let him declare it formally ; and, when you

have done so, there remains another great question to

be resolved. Do your Russian allies think as you do ?
"

"I declare, upon my word," repHed he, "that they

do, and I will declare the same."

"All good," said I; "and when you have done so, T am
not certain that the King of Prussia will believe you btoh,

or think it a pleasant circumstance to see conquests made

on the promise of their not altering the terms of future

negotiations. My opinion, dear Sir, is, that whoever is

very serious in the desire of making peace, should set very

narrow bounds to his ostentatious attempts at conquest."

Here the conversation ended, to our mutual satisfaction.

It only remains for me to request of your Grace, as I keep

the letters for Sir Robert Ainslie in my possession, to be

honoured with yoiu' jjrecise commands, whether, in the

prospect of the armistice, to dispatch the messenger to

Constantinople ?
E, AI K

It is hoped that the graphic power and unique nature

of the foregoing dispatches may have compensated for

their length. Sir Robert Keith having thus, as he

expresses it in a letter to Lord Auckland, " laid a foun-

dation for success in future negotiations between his

own Court and that of Austria," had the farther, and at

the time more important satisfaction of seeing one of his

suggestions followed out, by a direct epistolary inter-

course between the monarchs of Austria and Prussia,

whereby all grounds for misrepresentation were set

aside, and a thorough and permanent good understand-

ing established. This being the case, the obstacles

which chicane and diplomacy might have indefinitely
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interposed, quickly vanished, and the Convention of

Reichenbach, before mentioned, was entered into in

August following, as the basis of a future and general

European pacification.

The previous share of Su' E. M. Keith in the pacific

overtures of his Court, his position at that of Austria, and,

it may be added, the concurrent opinions of nearly all

his diplomatic compeers, separately hazarded before the

appointment was declared, pointed him out as the

natural representative of Great Britain, in her capacity

of chief mediator in the approaching Congress. In what

spirit he awaited his final instructions, and undertook the

welcome office, spite of its unexampled inconveniences,

must, in violation perhaps of diplomatic decorum and

official dignity, with the exception of the three following

letters, be chiefly gathered from those familiar epistles

with which their proverbial dulness will be occasionally

reheved.

SIR R. MURRAY KEITH TO MR. EWART.^

My dear Sir,
^'^""«' ^''^y "''^'' ^^ '^•

You have already received, by the courier dis-

patched from hence in the night of the 22nd inst., the

formal and unreserved acceptance of the statu quo in

the manner required by his Prussian Majesty ; and,

consequently, all ground of quarrel is, in fact, and in

common sense, done away. To tell you how many onsets

I have had with the Austrian ministers, previous to that

happy resolution, would be to slay the slain. Sufficient

it is, that in spite of tivo all-powerful ministers, you and

I have had the principal hands in carrying through this

salutary measure, which is a benefit (and an important

* The able and indefatigable Resident from Great Britain at Berlin';

and her representative at the Convention of Reichenbach.
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one) to one half of Europe. I liave sent home to Eng-

land this day half the conclusion, in the consent of this

Court
; you, my dear Sir, will send the other half of

the piece of gold from Eeichenbach, in a few days.

Count Luzy wanted to proceed immediately to the

camp of the Grand A^izir ; but he is to stay till the

sanction of the King of Prussia is brought hither. But

to avoid all suspicion of a double negotiation, Count

Cobenzel promised last night to Monsieur Jacobi to

send an Austrian courier this day to Prince Cobourg

and IMonsieui' Thugut, to put a stop to all negotiation,

should such an one be on foot, with the Porte, till the

issue of that at Reichenbach shall be hioivn here. With

this provision Baron Jacobi has declared himself well

satisfied. I think it proper to tell you that I trust no

difficulty will be started at Beichenbach ; the expres-

sions about the Low Countries are not explicit enough

on either side ; but Count Herzberg gave a note on the

16th to Prince Beuss, which seems to promise great

facility on that head. The inclosed bulletin will inform

you that the Turkish fortress of Czethen has been taken

by assault. May it be the last feat of prowess in

the Avar ! Yours, &c.,

B. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO MR. EWART.

Vienna, August 3rd, 1790.

Mt dear Sir,

After so much fatigue and trouble we may
now congratulate ourselves with that success which a

few weeks ago seemed to be far beyond our reach. All

is now ivell, and, I trust, unalterabhj so. The ratifica-

tion is already at Beichenbach, and Spielman* returned

hither last night. I took an opportunity, immediately

« Baron Spielman, the Austrian Plenipotentiary at Reiclienbach.
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on receipt of your letter, to mention to both, the Austrian

ministers the fail* and warm testimony you gave to the

conduct of Monsiem* Spielman. It was listened to with

the more pleasure as Prince Kaunitz and Count

Cobenzel expressed themselves obliged to your friendly

offices during the latter part of the negotiation ; and

there they did justice to the motives of our Court in

adhering to the statu quo, and likewise to the fair and

candid, as well as firm, principles on which we have

constantly acted. I was glad to hear them talk so

reasonably on a subject on which I have often found

them exceedingly sore. One thing, I think, I have

observed, and pretty correctly, yet it has never been

openly professed, and I beg it may remain for the pre-

sent a secret between you and me, that this Court has

embraced the resolution of relinquishing all projects of

exchange or acquisition on the side of Turkey, at least

before the conclusion of the peace. In that case, matters

will go well and smoothly at the approaching Congress,

and the only difficulty will be to get the Empress of

Eussia to make her separate peace on the same basis,

or to reduce her to the necessity of accepting our media-

tion, and becoming a contracting party at the Congress.

Count Luzy set off this day, and with him my messenger

Hislop. I gave him in charge, along with the official

instructions, your two letters to Sir R. Ainslie, and

added to them my most pressing instances to employ

all his weight at the Porte, to fulfil the King's views by

an immediate armistice and speedy peace.

Yours,

E. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO MR. EWART.

XA o Vienna, Sept. ISth, 1790.Dear biR, -' '

I am heartily sorry that the delay of the return

of the Austrian messenger from London has hitherto
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prevented my pressings witli that earnestness which I

should otherwise have employed, the construction of

such a declaration as has been wished for, ^jreviows to

the Iving of Hungary's departure for Frankfort. This

is, indeed, an unlucky circumstance ; but it is probably

owing to the load of business which the French and

Spanish affairs have created in the office during the

actual crisis. The King and Queen of Hungary set out

for Frankfort on the 3ord I congratulate you,

my dear Sir_, on the progressive re-establishment of your

health, and on the near prospect of visiting your friends

in Britain. May you enjoy the rest and comfort you

have so well earned, and may my endeavours to clench

the pacific nail be crowned with full success !

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

Vienna, Oct. 6tk, 1790.

Here have I sat, my dear sisters, for this fortnight

past, in hourly expectation of a courier with my formal

nomination and full powers for the Congress in Walla-

cJiia, and it is with real regret that I see the season

advancing so fast towards winter, when a journey of

several hundred miles out, and as much back again, is no

trifle. However, the sisterhood may be assured that I

shall undertake it with great alacrity, because I am
persuaded I shall be able to do good and to prevent

mischief.

You may, perhaps, be told by some idle traveller, that

"VYallachia is an unhealthy or an inhospitable country.

This is not true ; that country, though greatly exhausted

by the war, furnishes everything for money, except

French wines and articles of luxury, which we shall

carry with us, or send down by water on the Danube.

Bucharest, where the Congress will probably be held,
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is a large ragged town, but containiBg between tliree

and four hundred churches (such as they are) and many
lodgeable houses, belonging to the Boyars, the chiefmen
of the country, which will be lent to the plenipos on

this occasion. We hope and trust that the meeting

will be of short duration. The members of it will be,

first, two grave Turks, the Eeis Effendi, and another

;

Baron Herbert from this Emperor, INIarquis Lucchesini

from Prussia, Count Esterhazy from Hungary, Baron

Haeften from the States General, and—myself. I shall

do my utmost to forward my own departure and that

of my three colleagues (Baron Herbert is already at

Bucharest) in about three weeks from this date ; and as

the roads are good, I hope to make the journey in about

a fortnight^s time. I am determined to travel, and

reside in Wallachia with all manner of comforts and

conveniences about me ; and you may rest assured, my
dear sisters, that my health shall be carefully attended

to. The post goes very regularly from Bucharest hither,

and though my letters will be of very old date ere they

reach you, I promise you they shall be dispatched very

regularly. I leave all my heavy baggage and a great

part of my household at Vienna, and hope to be back

here before the new year.

If you choose to see my journey on your best map, it

is as foUows : To Presburg, Buda, Temeswaer, Orsova,

Crajovia, and Bucharest; all at present possessed by

the House of Austria. Wallachia is to be restored to the

Turks at the peace. The Empress of Russia is obsti-

nate, and will make war or peace her oion ivay.

Now, my dear Anne, you will be curious to know if

Stratton accompanies me to the Congress. He wishes it,

and so do I ; but the answer of the Duke of Leeds will

determine whether he goes, or remains at Vienna.*

* The latter arrangement was adopted ; Mr, S. remained, in Sii* R.

M. Keith's absence, as Secretary of Legation.
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But I have got (somewhat unexpectedly) a young com-

panion for that journey. Along with my last mes-

senger from England, came Lord Galloway's second

son, strongly recommended to me. He is not yet seven-

teen, has had a very good education, is stout and hardy,

wishes much to learn, and, from what I have seen of

him, possesses good talents and an amiable disposition.

I have made him exceedingly welcome. He is lodged

in my house, and shall see the new scene along with me,

amongst Turks, Greeks, and Barbarians. I hope to make
an useful man of him in this line, which his father wishes

him to follow. He starts under the personal patronage

of the Duke of Leeds. I have Lord NortVs third son

with me here, an amiable and well informed young-

man as any I ever met with. He intended likewise to

go to Bucharest and Constantinople ; but his constitu-

tion was for many years very iveakly. He is now much
better; but his father. Lord Guilford, left it to my
conscience to stop his journey, if I thought it dangerous

for his health; and, after mature deliberation, both

Mr. North and I were forced to give up a plan which had

given us so much pleasure. He will return to England

in November, and come out again next year. I need not

say how glad I was to repay to this charming young man,

some part of the obligations which I owe to his father.

The Hungarian and Neapolitan Courts are feasting

at Frankfort, and we suppose that the new Emperor
will be crowned there to-morrow. They will hunt their

way back through Bohemia, and are expected here in

the end of the month. The Hungarian coronation will

take place on the 15th of November, and at Presburg,

instead of Buda. This will save King Leopold a long

journey, and much inconvenience. The Neapolitan.

Court rest here till the month of January. Adieu till

to-morrow.
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October 9t7i.

I have detained this messenger till the 9th, and am
not yet a grain wiser about my Wallaehian journey.

But there is every reason to suppose it will take place

in less than three weeks. The appointment will appear

in the London Gazette, and I shall set out the moment

it reaches me. Direct your letters as usual to Vienna.

I leave a careful person to receive and forward my cor-

respondence. All your acquaintance here—the Pergens,

Thuns, &c., are well. Madame de Thun's two youngest

daughters, (Princess Lignowski, and Caroline,) are ac-

tually on the road to England ! where, I am sure, they

ought to meet with a kind reception.

I did a great pleasure to Monsieur Pergen the other

day. An old comrade of his (an officer in Wurmser's

Hussars) had been taken prisoner by the Turks, and was

deploring his misery in the Seven Towers. I applied,

at Pepy's * request, for his release, and the Sultan most

handsomely sent him to me by my last messenger !

Have you, my dear Anne, any comrade you wish to be

relieved from the Seraglio, or desirous to be sent

thither ? My hearty good wishes to all my cronies.

They will be delighted with the stories I shall have to

tell them of my travels. Write to me often—and all

your news. I embrace you most cordially.

E. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

Vienna, Nov. \st, 1790.

A FEW words more, my dear sisters, before I go to the

world's end. It is not to Bucharest that I am going, as

the English newspapers say, (and to make a peace with

Sjiain !) but to the dominions of Turkey, to a village

* The German diminutive for Joseph among intimate friends.
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called Sistovo, in Bulgaria. I daresay that beautiful

winter residence is too insignificant to be found in any

of you?' maps ; but if you cannot discover it, let me tell

you that the Grand Signor marked it out with his

own dear pen, and that it is situated on the Danube,

fifteen miles from Nicopolis, and five-and-thirty from

Rusclmk, the bii'th-place of the present Grand Vizir.

I wish the deuce had them both, for making so queer a

choice ! To mend the matter, I hear they have sent a

bashaw thither to prepare sixty houses for the reception

of fou?' plenipos ; fifteen houses a-piece—judge what

pretty huts they must be ! But we have sent down
from hence, by the Danube, all sorts of furniture (even

to grates and stoves for fire), and I promise you to

make a very lodgeable barrack out of my own fifteen.

We have three Turkish plenipos to meet us—Reis

Effendi, &c., with fine-sounding names—and if I had

not other matter to bring forward, I would send you

their names to fill up my paper.

Yet, as this is a very honourable commission, I under-

take it cheerfully, and I purpose to make a peace that

will last our grandchildren. Marquis Lucchesini (the

Prussian), set out this morning; Baron Haeften (the

Dutchman), will set out in a week; and I (Murray's

Hall*), will follow the republic in two or three days

after, or about the 12th instant. We need not leave this

sooner, as our baggage will be four weeks on the Danube.

I told you in my last all my road to Bucharest. This

I am still to pursue. But from thence I have an hun-

dred and thirty English miles to a place called Simniza,

on the Danube, from whence we cross over to Sis-

tovo, a place inhabited by half Turks and half Greeks.

I daresay, after all, it will turn out better and more

comfortable than calumny has whispered. I travel like

* The name of the writei-'s estate, by wliich Scotsmen ai-e often designa
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a Persian Prince, with every sort of convenience about

me, and I am determined that neither I, nor any per-

son belonging to me, shall want for any comfort money
can purchase. The Turks are said to be very magnifi-

cent in their treatment of plenipos; to whom they

make a large allowance for provisions, &c. I despise

their piastres, and if I can forward the work as speedily

as I propose, I shall leave them and their piastres

with all possible expedition. I give you my word, my
dear sisters, I expect to be back at Vienna early in

February, with a light purse but a hale constitution.

There goes a regular post twice a Aveek between the

Congress and Vienna, and be assured you shall hear

from me regularly. Direct your letters as usual.

Stratton, who remains here as the King's Charge

d'Affaires, yv'Alioryfdixd. them carefully. I am heartily

sorry that Mr, North's health will not permit him to be

of the party, but I shall take my little Galloway Stuart,

who is really a very fine lad.

So much for self and Sistovo; now for Kings and

Princes. The Emperor came back to us from Frank-

fort, hale and stout, a week ago ; he sets off" for Hun-

gary on the 9 th, and will be crowned at Presburg on

the 15th instant. The Hungarians have made a sad

piece of work of it. They have shown a desire to be

very troublesome, and haA^e hurt nobody but themselves.

I trust they will be wiser in the Diet which follows the

coronation. The foolish spirit of the times had led that

brave nation to aim at innovation with a vengeance

;

but as they never really knew what sort of constitution

they had in view, they must be contented with their old

one. Temper, and the King's goodness, may improve it

hereafter. The people in the Netherlands are, I believe,

very tired of their anarchy ; if so, they will be helped

back by England and Holland into their old pasture,

and there they may feed and fatten like their forefathers.
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The Frencli are tlie only nation whom nobody can

help ; they can never be restored to their senses but by

the heavy blister of a civil war, and applied liot—from

head to heel ! I declare that in such cases a ci-\dl war is

the only true antidote. Spain, if she goes to war with

us (as they say she intends), must be in a delirium, for

no one can tell why or how she can support it. If she

could set Louis the Sixteenth again on his throne, that

would be worth all the danger; but how her being

thrashed at sea can mend his unhappy fate at Versailles,

I am at a loss to foresee. My dear Anne, my dear Anne !

depend upon it, this part of the globe called Europe

has got a hitch, somehow or other, and has got either too

near the sun or too far from it ; for three parts in four

of our brains have become addled or crazy ! We have the

morals and principles of government of African negroes,

with the luxury and effeminacy of Asiatic nabobs;

and by and by, our models, the French, will enjoy the

liberty of—Botany Bay: well do they deserve it

!

I hope my Bulgarians are good sort of people ; they

have no Mirabeaus or Vandernoots * among them : that

is one comfort ! Now will I descend from my political

stand, and amble through the rest of my letter on a

Scotch pony. When do you get back to New Eeekie?t

We have here a young St. Saphorin (nephew to the

Danish minister), yom^ acquaintance, and a fine kind-

hearted lad, who runs over with gratitude for the hospi-

tality he met with in Scotland. He speaks of you and

many of our friends with true regard, and is so keen

an Edinburgher, that he tells me with rapture he sees

a prospect of the Luckenbooths J being pulled down

!

I will chat with you, my dear sister, while I can, though

* The leader of the Dutch (so-called) patriots.

+ The then recently-occupied New Town, of Edinburgh, where his

family had purchased, or were about building a house.

X An eye-sore to the fine High-street of the Old Town.
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you shall have another letter before I depart. We have

a fine autumn^ the roads are good everywhere, and a

little frost will even mend them. You would laugh if

you saw what precautions I take against Bulgarian

barbarism. An honest man, Avith my three carriages

in his suite, might sit down in a barn and have all his

conveniences about him. This, in my opinion, is a

proper use of money. As it is probably the last cam-

paign I shall make among the Turks, I am determined

to provide largely against cold and famine.

I have just now seen in my morning walk upon the

ramparts of this city, what gave me real pleasure, but

which, if it had been exhibited in the reign of Charles

the Sixth, or even in that of Maria-Theresa, would have

been thought to prognosticate the downfall of the House

of Austria : the Archduke Francis, heir of the throne,

walking in a great-coat, arm in arm with his new married

wife, in a warm gown, and without a single servant or

living creature attending them. This (said I to myself)

is sheer good sense, and a strong claim to domestic

happiness. You see, my dear Anne, that in some

respects the world alters for the better. Every body

blessed the couple as they passed. Adieu.

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

Yienna, Nov. \Bth, 1790.

More last words, my dear sisters ; for I will scribble

on this sheet from day to day everything that occurs, for

your amusement or information. The Emperor is

crowning at this very moment at Presburg, and (what

will surprise you) one of the persons who puts the

crown on his head to-day is his own fourth son, Leo-

pold. You must know that instead of choosing out of

four persons named by the King, a Palatine, or First
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Magistrate of the State, the Diet unanimously requested

that His Majesty would confer the great employment on

that handsome and amiable young Prince, who is already

colonel of a regiment of Hussars, wears the dress, and

speaks the Hungarian language. No sooner asked than

granted—and now, as I told you, he is exercising one of

his functions. A subsequent one is to represent to the

Sovereign the national grievances. This he will do

with a gentle eloquence ; he is a charming young man,

just eighteen.

The Emperor is in luck to be crowned by his near

relations ; for at Frankfort the Imperial crown was set

on his head by his own brother, and his queen's uncle,

the Elector of Cologne and Triers. One other singu-

larity—the King of Naples appears at Presburg in the

Hunxjarian dress, which gives great pleasure to the

nation. The Hungarians will, I hope, recover all

their loyalty and good temper. They have made but

a silly figure, with all their cavilling, since this King

mounted the throne, but he will make them love him.

sincerely.

So much for monarchs ; of whom I shall see no more

for some time to come. The Dutch minister and I

undertake our peregrinations at the distance of one

day from each other. We hope to be at Bucharest on

the 2nd or 3rd"of December, and our dear Sistovo is only

two days' journey from thence. I cannot help laughing

at my fifteen houses prepared for me ! I intend to carry

a common draftsman along with me, to scratch out a

resemblance of every odd thing in Bulgaria. You shall

one day admire my fifteen palaces, and you shall have

the portraits of all my colleagues, Turks and Christians !

I am called away from this chat. Adieu, my dear sisters.

Lord send us a speedy and a merry meeting ! God bless

you all.

VOL. II. X
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November 17th.

Thank Heaven, I have just learned for certain, though

rather confusedly, that our disputes with Spain are

terminated, and much to our honour and satisfaction.

You cannot imagine, my dear sisters, what pleasure this

gives me, not only as a patriot, but as a negotiator,

going on a very troublesome commission, to the comple-

tion of which I should have found a thousand obstacles,

if a Spanish war had broken out. I now see the best

grounds to hope that pacific sentiments will prcA-ail all

over Europe, and that even the haughty Empress of

Eussia will soon tire of being the only European power

at war. In short, my dear Anne, this happy event sets

me much more at my ease than I should otherwise

have felt.

My Dutch colleague set out this morning ; I shall

follow him to-morrow evening, and keep close behind

him the whole way. This is an act of friendship, for he

has but a crazy constitution, and it is a comfort to him

to know that I follow him with a number of handy

servants, a good surgeon, &c., &c. The weather is as

fine as it can be at this season of the year ; clear sun-

shine, and cold ; may it last me till Sistovo ! I shall

meet the Emperor on Friday, and the Queen of Naples

on the road to Presburg. He has finished his business

there very handsomely. The King of Naples goes a

hunting at Prince Lichtenstein^s, Prince Auersberg's,

&c., in Bohemia; where noble chases and sumptuous

feasts are prepared for him, and will not come back to

Vienna till the 12th December.

Sir R. M. Keith set out to assist at the Congress at

Sistovo in Bulgaria, November 19th, 1790.
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

Buda, in Hungary, Nov. 22d, 17.00.

I CAN only give you a bit of a letter to-day, my dear

sisters, as I only stop for a few hours, and have a score

of indispensable letters to write. Bad roads, heavy rains,

and miserable horses, for the last ten stages ; and, con-

sequently, a snairs pace in travelling. But that is iiothing,

for I have every convenience around me of my own, and

a patience, attended by good health and good spirits,

which stand proof against all trials.

I am afraid that for five hundred miles, from hence to

our blessed Sistovo, I have nothing but mud and morass

to wade through. What care I? more horses, more

provisions, more patience, and contempt for trifles, will

carry me clear through. He who frets at what he cannot

mend, and which does not materially affect his health,

or derogate from his reputation, is a blockhead. Thou-

sands have waded through the sloughs of Lower Hungary,

the Bannat and Wallachia; why cannot I do as well, or

better than they have done ? I had the great comfort of

hearing from Fitzherbert before leaving Vienna, that his

work* was handsomely finished. That event will greatly

facilitate mine ; for all quarrels amongst great powers are

cousins german, and breed or annihilate each other. The

Russian Dame will become more tractable, and then we

may shut the Temijle of Janus for all Christendom. If

we do, I will throw the Iceij into the Black Sea, that

nobody may open it again in our days.

My young companion Stuart, is an amiable lad, and

knows a great deal. I am teaching him honest politics,

and practical philosophy, which is a better thing.

I am forced to make a long circuit from hence (look

at your map,) by Arad, to reach Temeswaer. The shorter

* The peace between Great Britain and Spain.
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road by Segedin, is impassable. I shall reacb Temeswaer

in five or six days, and shall write to you from thence.

Letters, letters, I beseech you, and a great deal of news;

else how am I to be nourished at Sistovo ? Lord send

me a speedy conclusion and a safe return ! I left all my
friends at Vienna, young and old, in good health. I must

finish. Love to my cronies; they must pray for their com-

rade exiledamong the unbelievers. Adieu,my dear sisters.

Let me finish this job of work to general satisfaction,

and then Te Deum! I embrace you all most cordially.

R. M. Keith.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

My Dear Sisters,
Tememc^r, Nov. 2^, 1790.

I have been dragged hither, through mud and

mire, by miserable cats of post-horses, but without any

accident; and I have a good heart to undertake the re-

maining half of my journey, though ten times more diffi-

cult than the preceding one. From hence to Orsova the

whole country is in the state of ruin and desolation, to

which the Turks reduced it in 1788. Almost every town

and village are laid in ashes, and only a few houses are

rebuilt at certain stages, for the scanty accommodation of

travellers. I shall set out to-morrow, and shall sleep the

night after on the ruins of Caransebes, the place to which

lying tradition says Ovid was banished ; and from thence

pursue my journey through the bloody defiles of Meadia,

Cornia, and Illova, to the place where old Orsova stood

two years ago. I shall then enter Wallachia, and stop

a few hours at Czernetz, a colony founded by Trajan,

and close to the small remains of his stupendous bridge

over the Danube. I shall also see the famous island

and fortress of Orsova, from the hill of Allion, whence

it Avas lately bombarded.

All this sounds mighty pompous, my dear Anne, but,
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alas ! I shall see nothing on that route but miserable

ruins, and a thin population reduced to great distress.

But this Bannat of Temeswaer is one of the most fruit-

ful countries of Europe, wherever industry is in any

shape exerted -, and in a year or two it will again over-

flow with abundance. A large three years' old ox can

be bought here, in time of peace, for less than a pound

sterling; a lamb for sixpence, and a load of hay, as

much as four oxen can draw, for three and sixpence !

One very strange thing is remarked by every traveller

through the Bannat. The villages are large, though

distant, and we meet, by turns, Wallachian, German,

Sclavonian, and French, nay even Italian villages ; the

inhabitants of which have different languages, religions,

manners, features, and modes of government ; having

no other intercourse with each other than that of mere

necessity, and never intermarrying. A dash of the

Gipsey nation, and a sprinkling of Jews, are met with

everywhere, and the whole furnishes a grotesque and

singular variety. What do you think, my dear Anne,

of going from the Sclavonian village of Falygahasa,

where not a word of any of our lingos is understood, to

the next village of Charleville, or Marienville, or St.

Hubert, where parlez vous is the sole language ? The

French are mostly from Lorraine, sober and industrious

people; the Germans from Suabia, strong and active;

and I was pleased to find that both nations thrive and

grow rich. The Turkish war brought them, on this

side, a ready vent for their commodities, and at ten

prices. So much for the Bannat.

As to Wallachia, we have to expect all the bad effects

of Greek despotism under Turkish tyranny ; improved

by the successive conquests and depredations of all the

contending nations. I look for the worst of roads and

the most miserable huts for resting places; but I set

them at defiance, and only dread a dreary winter in an

inhospitable Bulgarian abode. I need be in no hurry to
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get tliere, as our vessel (after a montVs navigation on

the Danube) has not yet reached Orsova. To get to

Sistovo before our household furniture and every

article for housekeeping, would be folly indeed ! We
shall therefore make a halt at Bucharest till we hear

that our servants have got to Sistovo.

I have had fine weather for the last six days. Should

it rain only for four-and-twenty hours, I shall be in the

Slough of Despond, and shall recapitulate the Pilgrim's

Progress with a devout recollection. I thought to find

some memorable remnants of Roman buildings on the

road to WaUachia, but am sorry to learn that in the

last Turkish invasion they have been thrown down or

defaced. In short, my dear sisters, I must centre all

my comfort in the hope of doing good and deserving

the full approhation of my superiors. I have already

laid in my claim to be relieved with all possible expe-

dition (after my work is finished) from my Bulgarian

thraldom. In this point I believe I shall be indulged.

I rejoice at the Spanish peace on every ground, and

trust that so good an example on the part of the Dons

will make a salutary impression on the Russians. They

have just now taken the Turkish town of Kylia (at the

mouth of the Danube) by storm; yet I look for a

speedy return to pacific sentiments, for how can Russia

fight three or four nations alone ?

You are now half-a-dozen letters in my debt, my
dear Anne, and I pray you to repay them with a world

of news and anecdotes ; for I grow more and more

thirsty for home intelligence as I draw nearer to the

bounds of Christendom. I am glad to hear it afiirmed

that our Tui"kisli colleagues are reasonable men. That

will shorten our work, as I dreaded Ottoman ignorance

and chicane. Remember me candidly to those I love,

and prepare yourselves to sing Te Deum when I

announce my return to Vienna. Health and comfort,

be with you all

!

R M K
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

Bucharest, December \'2th, 1790.

I ARRIVED here on tlie lOtli, in perfect liealtli_, my
dear sisters^ after all tlie perils and inconveniences of a

most abominable journey. I have not time to-day for

description; but this capital of Wallachia is a sink of

mud and misery, interspersed with oriental-looking

palaces of the principal boyars_, with vestiges of bar-

barous magnificence. I am in the house of the prin-

cipal magnate, Prince Brancovan, who (with nine of his

relations) was banished by the late tyrant Maurojeni,

to the Island of Rhodes. Maurojeni's head has just

now been cut ofi" by the Grand A^izier, so that Bran-

covan may get home again. There is neither chair,

table, nor bed belonging to him left in this house—that

I can answer for; but large gousty^ rooms, and laced

sofas. The Grand Vizier himself runs a risk at pre-

sent of losing his own head, for not having made a stout

effort to prevent the Russians from taking Kylia Nova,

at the mouth of the Danube, and now investing the

fortress of Ismail. Look to your map, my dear Anne,

and pity the Vizier, who is ordered (to save his neck) to

pass the Danube, at this season of the year, to relieve

Ismail

!

But now for Sistovo. I shall set out the day after

to-morrow, and hope to cross the Danube in a Turkish

armed vessel, on the third day. On the 19th instant,

all the ministers of the Congress will be assembled

there. I hope we shall make speedy and satisfactory

work of it. Sistovo is on a hill, the air and water are

good. The houses, as I hear, are very small, and incon-

venient ; my personal habitation is to consist in two of

them, joined by a wooden bridge ; my servants will be

* Scottice.—for " waste" and windy.
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in a number of smaller houses around me. Stuart, who
is a very excellent lad^ shall be lodged in my palace, of

which you shall hear hereafter, my dear sisters, an

admirable description. I am trying to get a draftsman

to take faithful sketches of every thing in that strange

country. The Turks, who know nothing of the most

necessary furniture, have been at an immense expense

to furnish our httle dwellings. I hear of velvet and

gold sofas, but not of anything for convenience. But
all will be ivell if our business goes on prosperously.

The letters travel from Europe most slowly; my
latest from England is of the 5th November ! Judge of

my patience. This country of Wallachia ought to be

an absolute garden, and is almost a barren desert, by
the sloth and misery of its inhabitants. This town has

thirty or forty stone churches, twice as many of wood,

fifty palaces, and not one comfortable burgher's house.

The streets are paved throughout with thick wooden
planks, which dance as a coach passes over them.

You Avould laugh, my dear sisters, to see the slow

progression of your brother's cavalcade. Three car-

riages, with sixteen or eighteen horses, or oxen to each,

and five or six peasants at the coach door, to prevent

overturns. A guard of hussars before ; an officer, in a

cart, drawn by four horses, following ; and this magni-

ficent cortege, after creeping twelve hours, makes two

short stages, and dives under ground at night into a

damp and dirty Wallachian hut, with bare walls.

But I must have done, as I am writing an immense
letter to the office, and an estafette will be dispatched

to Vienna in an hour or two. Love to all friends. Be
of good cheer ; I entertain sanguine hopes of a speedy

and honourable issue. Lord grant it ! for I shall soon

tire of Bulgarian grandeur. I embrace the sisterhood,

and Aunt Bab, with the warmest affection.

E. M. K.
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

Temeswaer, Nov. 27th, 1790.

My Lord,

Your Grace's dispatch of the 5th November

reached me at Buda, and it was matter of great satis-

faction to me to learn by it that the differences between

our Court and that of Spain were on the point of being

terminated in the most honourable manner.* I re-

ceived at the same time a letter from Mr. Fitzherbertjf

dated on the 2Sth October, acquainting me that the

definitive convention had been signed by him and

Count Florida Blanca, by which the harmony between

the two crowns was established on a secure and

permanent basis.

I beg leave to congratulate your Grace and all his

Majesty^s confidential servants, on an event which adds

fresh lustre to the King's reign, and furnishes a most

striking proof of the vigour and wisdom of his govern-

ment. I am wilHng to hope that the conduct of Spain

will be productive of very salutary eff'ects at the Court

of Petersburgh, and that the Empress will think it

prudent, in the actual situation of things, to renew her

propositions of accommodation with the Ottoman Porte,

on the principle of the strict status quo.

I was disappointed in my expectation of finding letters

here from Marquis Lucchesini,f and am, therefore, with-

out any very certain intelligence respecting the late

operations of the Russians on the Lower Danube. The

* Those regarding the Spanish aggressions on British subjects at

Nootka Sound, which national honour justly required and insisted on

due reparation ; a war was thus averted—" the first shot of which " (says

a contemporary), " would have embroiled Europe."

t Afterwards Lord St. Helens, the Ambassador at Madrid, and friend

and correspondent of Sir R. M. Keith.

J The Prussian Plenipotentiary.
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governor of this fortress has assured me that the Russians

(after taking the town of Kyha by storm) are advancing,

by sea and land, to carry into execution the extensive

plans which Prince Potemkin has formed. But in the

language which I meet with here, I think I perceive a

disposition to overrate the strength of the Russian army,

and the military talents of its commander.

The Dutch minister, Baron Haeften, set out from

hence yesterday for Orsova, and I shall follow him

to-morrow. Our journey has been slow and fatiguing,

owing to deep roads and very bad post-horses ; but the

remaining half of it, which is yet before us, will be

infinitely more difficult, as the Austrian and Turkish

armies, in the late campaign of 1788, left the roads in a

very ruinous state, and the most necessary reparations

are hardly yet begun. The Turks laid the whole country

waste, and left almost every town and village between

this and Orsova in ashes. Nevertheless I shall pursue

my journey diligently, though all hurry be wholly

unnecessary, as our vessel on the Danube (after a

montVs navigation) has not reached Orsova, from

whence it will require eight or ten days to get to

our inhospitable Bulgarian village of Sistovo. We
must not think of arriving there before our vessel,

as on its lading of household furniture, and every

necessary article for housekeeping, our means of sub-

sistence there, with any degree of convenience, must

entirely depend.

Baron Herbert is still at Bucharest, and Marquis

Lucchesini is probably at the camp of the Grand Vizier.

We hear that one of the Turkish plenipotentiaries is

already at Sistovo, and the others are soon expected

there.

It is with cheerful, as well as active zeal, that I pursue

the execution of the important commission with which

his Majesty has been graciously pleased to entrust me.
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I entertain tlie sanguine liope of bringing it to a speedy

and satisfactory conclusion; and when I shall have

attained that object of my ambition^ I shall most earn-

estly request of your Grace's goodness to shorten as

much as possible the dreary residence which awaits me
in Bulgaria. I have the honour to be,

E.M. K.

[Secret and Confidential.']

SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

Bucharest, Dec. i2th, 1790.

My Lord,

After the most fatiguing journey that can well

be imagined through deep roads, where sixteen horses to

each carriage could hardly drag it along, I reached this

city the night before last, and met with the most

polite reception from the Imperial Minister, Baron

Herbert, and from the Commander-in-Chief, General

Enzenberg.

I was hardly an hour in this place, when the Dutch

minister communicated to me the substance of a very

interesting conversation which Baron Herbert had

brought on with him, the preceding day, in regard to

the instructions that minister had received from Vienna,

touching the conduct he is to hold at the approaching

Congress.

Judging that the same motives which had induced the

Austrian minister to speak openly to my Dutch col-

leagues, would infallibly lead him to broach the same

topics to me, and perhaps with a still greater degree of

confidence ; I furnished Baron Herbert an early oppor-

tunity of explaining himself fully, which he eagerly

embraced, and the following is the precise result of a

long conference, Avhich took place between us at my
house yesterday morning.

Baron Herbert began by telling me very frankly, that
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he had shown his full powers to the Marquis Lucchesini,

and to the Dutch minister, and had seen theirs; and that

neither those from Berlin, nor from the Hague, were

conceived in such terms as to correspond completely Avith

the wishes and expectations of the Court of Vienna. He
thought it, therefore, a fair and just proceeding, to com-

pare his full powers with mine, in order to obviate, as soon

as possible, every material obstacle which might arise to

prevent the conclusion of the definitive treaty, even if

all parties should immediately agree in fixing the terms

of pacification. He proceeded to explain to me that both

in the Prussian and Dutch full powers, the Imperial titles

of his sovereign were omitted; Avhich he justly ascribed

to the date of those documents being prior to the

Emperor's election. This point, he said, would be easily

remedied by new full powers being sent to those minis-

ters, before the signature of the treaty. But without

the insertion of those titles, he was not at liberty to

conclude anything.^

The second point he owned to be of much greater

difficulty
; yet he must look upon it as equally a sine

qua non of his future proceedings ; as he had his hands

tied up by the express orders of his sovereign, from

settling definitively any one article of the treaty of peace,

without the avowed guarantee of the three mediating

powers. He alleged that their guarantee of the future

treaty had been stipulated at Eeichenbach, under the

proviso that his then Hungarian Majesty should make a

formal request of it, at each of the mediating Courts.

This very proper step had been taken by the Court of

Vienna ; and he. Baron Herbert, now laid claim, in the

name of his sovereign, to the completion of that engage-

ment on the part of His Britannic Majesty.

* This circumstance, apparently so trifling, amid the consideration of

the most weighty affairs, shows the technical obstructions to which nego-

tiators ai'e liable.
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I immediately replied by expressing my astonisliment

that the Austrian ministry (who must have remarked

that in the ratification given by our Court to the Keich-

enbach convention, no mention was made of an eventual

guarantee^ should now insist so peremptorily on making

that guarantee a previous step to the formation of a

treaty, the contents of which, having now been discussed,

could not be foretold.* I added that it gave me pain to

find such an unexpected, as well as insurmountable bar

thrown in the way of our negotiation ; as I could not

think of proposing to my Court, what I myself must

deem so unreasonable a requisition ; the more so, as I

had it in positive command to make no promise of

guarantee, till the whole articles of the treaty should be

brought to maturity, and submitted to his Majesty's

consideration; leaving it then to the wisdom of my royal

master to determine how it might best become him to

act in respect to the guarantee of the whole, or any part

of it.

Baron Herbert readily acknowledged the justness of

these observations, and pm-sued the conversation in the

following terms : "To require the guarantee of the Court

of England to a treaty undefined, and even to this hour

unbroached, would indeed be highly unreasonable. But

my Court authorises me to make known to you, Sir,

ministerially and solemnly, what the treaty we are about

to negotiate must be, in its precise tenor, before I can

put my signature to it. It must rest on the single and

express basis of the statu quo previous to the war, taken

in its most strict and rigorous sense ; and to that your

Court will, I dare say, make no scruple to grant its gua-

rantee; as I hereby pledge my word of honour to you. Sir,

that at the ensuing Congress I neither shall make to the

* The instructions demanded from his Court by Sir R. M. Keith,

prove how completely the pretension (however unfounded) had been

foreseen by him.
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Turkish plenipoteutaries, nor admit on their part,, any

proposal whatever in addition to, or in deviation from

that sole and rigid j^yincijjle of j^acification. INIy confi-

dence in you, Sir/' continued Baron Herbert/'goes so far

that I will not only give you a copy of my full powers,

but show you the explicit orders of Prince Kauuitz,

which trace out to me the line of conduct I now pursue,

and put it wholly out ofmy power to depart, in any shape,

from that strict basis of the status quo ante helium"

He afterwards showed me his full powers, in which he

insisted (though not to my entire conviction) that the

phrases I have underlined in the inclosed copy of them,

laid him under the indispensable obligation of conclud-

ing nothing without the avowed guarantee of all the

mediating powers.

He then desired me to follow with my eye the indi-

vidual words of a paragraph which he read, of Prince

Kaunitz's instructions, which expressly orders him to

abide most strictly by the status quo previous to the

war.

Baron Herbert's language surprised me not a little

;

I therefore put the question to him if he would consent

to adopt as the sole ground of pacification, the phrase

made use of by your Grace, in the late instrument of

ratification. Status quo, idem scilicet, id admissum, qui,

ante bellumjam nunc instans extitit?

He replied, without hesitation, " Yes, Sir, and I would

sign the peace to-morrow which that phrase defines;

with this single additional clause, that the titles of all

the treaties which existed between Austria and the

Ottoman Porte, previous to the late rupture, shall be

recapitulated in the treaty ; and that each of them shall

be declared to remain in full force and vigour. This

precaution," added he, " is absolutely necessary with

the Turks, who beUeve that all treaties which are not

specified in the stipulations of a new treaty of peace,
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have been wholly and irrevocably abolished by the

intervening war."

" Sir," said I, " the clause you mention appears to me
to be liable to two very material objections ; the first,

that by the mention of so many treaties, you open to

the Turks a door to endless discussion of the several

articles they contain, and perhaps to some indiscreet

claims which those plenipotentiaries may be inclined to

set on foot. My second objection is, that if, by the

recapitulation of those treaties, you mean to found

hereafter a claim to his Majesty's guarantee of their

respective stipulations, you aim at what I can hardly

conceive will be granted. Por how can it be expected

that England should become the guarantee of treaties

which she had no hand in framing, and several of which

she in all probability never saw ?
"

Monsieur Herbert answered—that if England became

the guarantee of the status quo ante helium, she must

include the moral as well as physical state in which the

two countries stood with respect to each other at that

period, and that the mention of the titles of the afore-

mentioned treaties made no difference in the obligations

of the guarantee. But, he added, in order to demon-

strate how little apprehension ought to be entertained

on that score, he would, in reporting to Prince Kaunitz

what had passed in our conference, make it his request

to that minister, that complete copies might immediately

be sent to London of all those treaties which he himself

was directed to mention in the definitive one at Sistovo.

He promised me, in the meantime, an exact list of those

treaties which I send here inclosed.

The conversation ended by my telling him that with-

out presuming to foretell, in any shape, what effect his

present declaration would produce in London, I would

endeavour to remove, as far a: it depended on me, the

obstacles which he acknowledged to stand in the way of
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a happy termination of the business in which we are

engaged. That I should write to your Grace an exact

account of all that had passed between us, and beg of

him to forward it by estafette. This he promised to do

without delay; acquainting me that the Marquis

Lucchesini is authorised by his full powers to guarantee

every article of the treaty; and that Baron Haeften

(who has no such authority) had likewise desired him

to forward a dispatch to the Hague on the subject.

I send this letter open to Lord Auckland, to be for-

warded, that his lordship may be fully master of the

subject, if he thinks proper to confer with the Grand

Pensionary in relation to it.

Marquis Lucchesini is at Sistovo, since the 5th inst.,

and the three Turkish plenipotentiaries have been there

for some weeks. Baron Haeften sets out to-morrow for

that place ; I shall follow him on Wednesday, and Baron

Herbert on Friday; so that on Monday, the 19th, all

the members of the Congress will be assembled at

Sistovo.

As soon as I shall have conversed with Marquis

Lucchesini there, and learned from him what may be

expected from the dispositions and views of the Tm-ks,

I shall be able to form a judgment in regard to the

probable duration and issue of the Congress. Should I

be so fortunate as to find the Porte as ready as Austria

shows herself, to negotiate on the strict basis of the

status quo ante bellum, I shall dispatch a messenger to

England to receive those commands from his Majesty

which (supposing the consent of Prussia and Holland)

may enable me to bring the business to a speedy

conclusion.

The progress of the Russian arms will probably render

the Turks more compliant in our negotiation. Baron

Herbert tells me that they are masters not only of

Isaacca,Tultzia, and the navigation of the LowerDanube,
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but have invested Ismail : which it is thought the Grand

Vizier^ who has received orders to march on it with his

whole force^ will find it a very difficult matter to relieve.

I have received (through Vienna) a very kind letter

from Sir Robert Ainslie, in which his Excellency,

though he had not received accounts of my formal

appointment, takes it for granted that I am to be the

King's plenipotentiary at the Congress ; and adds, that

the King's principal di'agoman at Constantinople holds

himself in readiness to set out to join me on the shortest

notice. I shall hope to find him at Sistovo, as my
letters, making a similar request, must have reached his

Excellency three weeks ago.

R. M. K.

In corroboration (were any necessary) of the fore-

going ministerial assurances ; as a warrant for Sir R. M.
Keith's sanguine expectations of a prompt termination

of his mission ; as a proof of the personal good will

and esteem of the writer for the British envoy; and,

above all, as a contrast (which, if not painful, would

be ludicrous,) with every feature of the succeeding con-

duct of the Austrian prime minister, the following

private note, which preceded the opening of the Con-

gresSj may be given :

—

LE PRINCE DE KAUNITZ A MONSIEUR LE CHEVALIER

. ,
KEITH.

A Vienne, ce 15 Decemhre, 1790.

Je viens de recevoir la lettre que vous avez bien

voulu m'ecrire de Czernetz ; et j'ai Thonneur de vous en

remercier, comme d'une attention bien obligeante de

votre part. Je suis bien aise que les intentions de

I'Empereur aient ete executees a votre entiere satisfac-

tion par Messieurs les Generaux Soro et Hahn ; et je

VOL. II. Y
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ne doute pas qu' a votre retonr^ ils ne tachent de vous

etre egalement de toute Tutilite possible. Je souhaite

avoir le plaisir de vous revoir bientot parmi nous ; et je

m^en flatte, non moins pour Vamour de vous, que pour

le bien de la cbose, attender que le status quo que

rEmpereur a bien voulu faire offrir a la Porte par le

canal des puissances mediatrices^ c'est a dire le reta-

blissement de toutes cboses {nulles exceptees) rela-

tives aux deux puissances belligerentes^ rien en deqa, et

rien en deld, ne parait exiger que I'extension mate-

rielle de cet engagement reciproque, fidelement suivie

de son execution ; et que pour cela peu de jours pour-

ront suffire : suppose, comme j^en suis persuade, que

Ton n'admettra ni cJdcanes, ni interpi^etations, a un

engagement, lequel loyalement n'en est pas susceptible.

Tachez de vous maintenir en bonne sante, ainsi que

Monsieur le Baron de Haeften, et Monsieur Luccbesini,

dont je demande souvent des nouvelles au Baron de

Jacobi : et soyez persuade, je vous prie, du sentimens de

parfaite consideration, et de I'ancienne bonne amitie, avec

lesquels j^ai Fbonneur d' etre,

Mon cber Chevalier,

Votre tres humble et obeissant serviteur,

Kaunitz.

The same motives which dictate the insertion of the

foregoing note, viz., its 7no7'e than diplomatic incon-

sistency with the subsequent conduct, on which it reads

like a burlesque, have suggested its translation into

plain English.

PRINCE KAUNITZ TO SIR E. M. KEITH.

Vienim, Dec. \5th, 1790.

I HAVE just received the letter you were good enough

to write to me from Czernetz, and I have the honour to
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return you my thanks for so obliging a mark of atten-

tion. I am very glad to think that the Emperor's

intentions have been executed to your entire satisfac-

tion by Generals Soro and Halm, and I doubt not

they will equally endeavour on your return to be of all

possible use to you. I wish to have the pleasure of

seeing you soon again among us, and flatter myself with

the hope of it, not less from my regard for [you, than

for the good of the cause; seeing that the statu quo

which the Emperor has been pleased to oflFer to the

Porte, through the channel of the mediating powers,

viz., the re-establishment of all things without excep-

tion, relative to the two belligerents, neither on this

side nor that of their precise former position, seems to

require only the substantive extension of this reciprocal

engagement, faithfully followed up by its execution;

and that for this purpose a few days ought to sufiice,

supposing (as I am persuaded) that neither chicane

nor misrepresentations will be admitted into a com-

pact in which, honestly carried out, they can find no

place.

I beg you will try and keep yourself in good health,

as well as Baron Haeften and Monsieur Lucchesini, about

whom I make frequent inquiries of Baron Jacobi ; and

pray you to be convinced of the sentiments of perfect

consideration, as well as of ancient good fellowship,

with which I have the honour to remain.

My dear Sir Robert,

Your very humble and obedient servant,

Kaunitz.

Y 2
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

SistoTO, Dec. 25rd, 1790.

I HAVE fairly bid adieu to Christendom since Satur-

day lastj and am now^ my dear sisters, an inhabitant of

a large Bulgarian borough, for town it is not, and village

it must not be called, as it contains above five thousand

houses, such as they are, and a very crowded population.

It is situated on the banks of the Danube, on heaven

knows how many small hills, with deep chasms between

them. The air is excellent, and the water good, so

that in point of health it is infinitely preferable to

Wallachia.

But let me give you the particulars of my e/vit from

that last province, and my entry into the Turkish

dominions. I must tell you that I slept at a village

in Wallachia where there is a large detachment of

Austrian cavalry. Notice being sent to the Turks of

my intention to cross the Danube, I set out at ten

o'clock in the forenoon (the finest mild sunshine I ever

saw), and with no less than sixteen (not six) horses to

each of my three carriages. I was carried at full gallop

along a grassy plain, escorted by a detachment of the

Austrian cavalry, and all the officers on horseback,

together with the chief magistrate of Simniza and his

suite ; in short a most magnificent cortege.

I found, on the brink of the Danube, two or three

Turkish row-boats armed, and with pavilions at their

sterns, and cushions to sit on. The mehmandar (an

officer appointed to live with me and regulate every

thing) was the first to compliment me ; then an officer

from the tefterdar (treasurer) and other Turks, who

took place along with Stuart and me in the first boat,

while all the servants and carriages were stowed in the

others. My fleet fired their guns (little ragged cannons),

three and three, and were answered by an old castle on
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the Bulgarian side. The Danube as smooth as glass,

and the shore on the Turkish bank lofty and majestic.

"When we touched the land, a great number of well-

dressed Turks met me on horseback, and gave me a fine

horse (all over embroidery), which I mounted; other

horses were given to Mr. Stuart and every person

belonging to me. We moved along in slow procession

toward the hill; and it was really a striking sight to

behold the whole face of it, and of three or four adja-

cent hillocks, covered with many many thousands of

people, Turks and Greeks, in strange parti-coloured

habits ; not one thing or one living creature resembling,

in outward appearance, what I had been accustomed to

see in Germany.

"We were conducted to the /e/iferf/G/''5 custom-house, and

brought into his apartment, where coflPee, pipes, sherbet,

sweetmeats, and frankincense were presented to us, by

turns ; and Prince Morusi, chief interpreter to the

Porte (a well-conducted young man, son to a hospodar

of Molda^da, and who will himself be one day sovereign

of that country), made me a very polite compliment in

the name of the Reis Effendi, who is the first of my
colleagues. From thence we climbed up the hill, on the

worst pavement, and through the most crooked lanes

that can be imagined (but on sure-footed Turkish

horses), and after a hundred turnings and windings,

without seeing anything which deserved the name of a

street, we at length arrived (and here ends my pompous

tale) at my castle, allotted to the representative of the

Crown of Great Britain.

Figure to yourself, my dear Anne, within a little

farmer^s yard, where no carriage can turn, a bit of a

house, containing in all three pigeon-holes of rooms, the

best of which is fourteen feet by twelve; the dining-room

twelve by ten, and six feet in height ; the bedchamber

just three feet longer and two feet broader than my tent
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bed, and no other furniture anywhere but large sofas on

the floor, with cushions (what say you to that ?) of cut

velvet on a gold ground ! Never surely were gold and

velvet so ridiculously employed !

But let me proceed. This bit of a castle is joined by

a wooden bridge and covered passage to another hovel,

LESS in every proportion, containing likewise three nut-

shells called rooms, where my chief attendants reside.

I made as if all were entirely to my mind ; and, in fact,

I care little about the matter. I treated ray conductors

with cofi'ee, pipes (their own), sherbet, &c,, and sent

them away contented. I then took a view of my domain,

adjoining to mjpalace, and found eleven separate hovels,

for my kitchen, for my confectioner, my washerwoman

(brought from Bucharest), and a bit of a house for my
dragoman Pisani, expected from Constantinople. I

immediately set about improving my dwelling, and in

four days I have got a new dining-room for tiventypeople,

a scullery, confectionary, &c. ; chairs, tables, bedsteads,

kitchen furniture, and every article of housekeeping,

brought from Vienna, are now in their places, and I, as

well as every one of my people, find ourselves pretty

comfortable, each in his pigeon-hole. I have a guard of

Janissaries and Bulgarians, who lodge near my gate,

and who accompany me everywhere. All my visits are

paid on horseback, with a large retinue, and this fore-

noon the Reis Effendi, and the Mollah de la Mecqiie,

and the Metupscha Bashi, were crammed together,

and smoked their pipes (to repay my visit) in my best

nutshell.

So much for diplomatic and tedious etiquette; the

visits are all finished, and I hope we may be able to set

about serious business in two or three days. The

Turkish ministers are decent well-behaved men, and

very civil in their way. The male Greeks and Turks

of this town are a stout and handsome race of people.
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The first are clothed in all manner of colours, each man
has two pistols and a large poignard at his girdle, and

they look arrogant and surly. The Greeks wear long

Asiatic habits, but no turban or arms of any sort. They

would be respectful to us if they dared. The Greek

women (not handsome, and ill dressed) stared at us as

Christians ivoidd do ; but the Tm^kish women, of whom
I saw several hundreds, are dressed uniformly in a large

wrapper of chocolate-coloured coarse stuff, which

reaches from their chin to their toe, and makes all ages

and figures nearly the same. On their heads they have

an impenetrable veil of white linen, twisted round the

head in three or four turns, leaving no bit of skin to be

seen, but the eyes, and as much of the nose as is suffi-

cient to breathe. These muffled dames sat in little

groups, peeping from corners of balconies (every house

has a balcony) or through half-opened doors or windows;

not one man either in their company or near them. I

thought I could perceive some little art in the fashion

of the veil ; all their eyes appeared lively and of a good

colour. But I could not even conjecture where the word

handsome could justly be applied.

I did remark, (and it gave me pleasure to see a little

dash of coquetry bestowed upon a Christian) one fine

ivhite plump female hand, stretched out bare on the

shoulder of another woman, as if by the merest accident

in the world ! I instantly searched for the eyes to

which the hand belonged, and I thought they sparkled

with soft complacency. Human nature is the same

everywhere !

Now, my dear sisters, what do you not owe me for

the preceding Oriental description, and all as true as the

Gospel ? I am a great man everywhere but in my own

dwelling ; and there I am a healthy good-humoured *

* The youthfulness of mind here alluded to by a diplomatist of sixty,

will probably be held one of the chief charms of his correspondence.
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YOUNG fellow, laughing at all inconveniences, and fired

with the ambition of doing good to humanity, with the

full approbation of those who sent me hither. But such

an embassy, in the dead of winter, with such roads,

weather, and accommodations, to pacify empires in a

Bulgarian hut, is not to be met with in history !

This Congress will be dull and slow, but if left to take

its own course, I think its issue may be predicted. The

Russians are in the height of their campaign on the

Danube, but the Reis Effendi told me to-day that the

Turks have gained some advantage, and will prevent the

fortress of Ismail from falling into the Russian hands.

I am not yet ivithout fear- on that score ; but if the

Russians are baffled there, the campaign will soon be at

an end, and I trust we shall be able to bring the haughty

dame of the north to wish for peace.

I have written all this letter without drawing breath

;

I shall add a few words to-morrow. Young Stuart is

an excellent lad, and all my servants behave incom-

parably well. Adieu ! good night, my dear sisters.

2iih.

Barely time to tell you, my dear Anne, that all is

well; that my dragoman, Pisani (a respectable old

gentleman) is arrived from Constantinople with his son,

and brings me several presents of wines, fruits, &c.,

from Sir Robert Ainslie, and a most obliging letter.

I am now every way ready for business. My hearty

love to all friends, and a most affectionate embrace to

the sisterhood and aunt Bab.* You grow lazy as a

correspondent, my dear Anne
;
give me all your news,

God bless you.

R. M. K.

* The venerable lady thus repeatedly designated (grand-aunt to the

writer), lived in full possession of her faculties, to the age of 100 years

and six months.
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SIK R. M. KEITH TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

Sistovo, Dec. list, 1790.

My Lord,

The arrival of Baron Herbert on the 19th

(Marquis Lucchesini and Baron Haeften having pre-

ceded me on the road) has completed the assembly of

the Congress ; and when the tedious round of visits shall

have been finished on all sides—which will still employ

five or six days—the business with which we are charged

shall be set on foot without delay.

In the hourly expectation of M. Pisani, his Majesty^s

chief dragoman at the Porte from Constantinople, the

Prussian minister has been so obliging as to lend us his

dragoman for the present, to assist us in the first visits

and compliments of etiquette.

The Beis Effendi is a man in years, of a respectable

figure and deportment. The second plenipotentiary

(believed to be a favourite at the Porte) is shrewd and

inquisitive; but I baffled his indiscreet curiosity by

telling him that I should delay to converse with him on

business till my interpreter should arrive. The third

I shall see to-day, as they pay all their visits together.

[Cypher.^

A courier from Berlin has brought to the Prussian

minister yesterday the first information of the unhappy

misunderstanding which has taken place at the Hague,

between the ministers of the three mediating powers

and the Imperial ambassador. I hope that the wisdom

and approved loyautc which distinguish the character of

the Emperor, will soon bring back those affairs to the

fair and friendly footing on which they stood.

What the Prussian minister has told me of the senti-

ments of his royal master on that subject, and the steps

that monarch has taken at Vienna to procure a satis-
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factory explanation relative to the Netherlands, make
me almost certain that the progress and issue of our

negotiation here will depend in a great measure on the

terms in -which the Emperor shall reply to the King of

Prussia\s letter. Your Grace will liaA^e the goodness to

favom- me with immediate directions for my guidance,

if the consequence of that unlucky incident, and of

Count Mercy's haughty precipitation, should render

necessary any alteration in the conduct prescribed to

me at this Congress. I have found the Prussian minister

exceedingly pressing for the positive promise of the

guarantee of England to the future treaty. I have

made him remark the great caution with which the

King's ratification of the Convention of Reichenbach is

expressed, and told him explicitly, that till the contents

of the treaty shall be laid before the King, no promise

of guarantee can be expected.

On one point I must request your Grace's speedy and

precise instructions. The Prussian minister tells me,

that in every step of the proceedings here, and in every

paper to be signed, he is expressly ordered to insist on

a perfect reciprocity with the King of Great Britain.

He therefore requires that every document shall be

made out double (as was the case at Teschen between

France and Russia), and that the King of Prussia and

his Majesty shall have the same alternative in title and

signature, as in a common treaty of peace.

Is it his Majesty's pleasui'e that this demand (the

first of the kind that a King of Prussia has ever had an

opportunity of making at a Congress) be complied with

or rejected ?

I think it proper, at this stage of my mission, to

acquaint your Grace, that I cypher and decypher all

myself, and that the person who copies the above num-

bers has not the smallest knowledge of their contents.

I have the honour, &c.,

R. M. K.
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE BUKE OF LEEDS.

,^ ^ Sistovo, December 2m, n DO.

My Lord,

The liope wliicli tlie Chi-istian ministers of

this Congress entertained of being able to bold the first

general meeting of it this day, has been very unexpect-

edly frustrated by an ill-founded pretension which the

Ottoman ministers set up, in regard to places of prece-

dency in the assembly, notwithstanding that they

themselves had declared, by letter to ISIr. Herbert, at

Bucharest, that they very readily agreed to waive, at

this Congress, every species of ceremony, or etiquette,

which might retard our business.

I will not trouble your Grace with the detail of the

idle contestations into which they launched, touching

the fonn of a room, and the seats of honour around it.

The mediators were unanimously of opinion that the

Turkish claims were groundless. But to all the argu-

ments we employed, to bring them over to our opinion,

they made but one reply; that their religion forbade

them to comply with our decision. I see some reason

to fear that this word religion will frequently be brought

to serve as a cloak for ignorance or obstinacy.

The Turkish ministers, having the ceremonious cir-

cumstances of former treaties much more fresh in their

memories than the essential stipulations of those treaties,

immediately cited the Congress at Carlowitz ; oflFering

to change the oblong square of the actual place of

assembly, into an oval form with fom* doors, &c., &c.

This would have caused a considerable delay in the

opening of Congress ; we therefore applied once more

to the Austrian plenipotentiary, who, with great good

temper, and the hearty desire of removing all trifling

obstacles, suggested another arrangement of places, viz.

:

that the Turkish ministers should sit all on one side :
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the three mediating plenipotentiaries opposite to them,

and he (Baron Herbert) below the ihird of the mediators.

By this arrangement, the allied ministers are to be in

the centre, having the Imperial ministers on their right,

and the Ottomans on their left hand.

Our Mahometan colleagues have at length agreed to

this proposal; and yet our first meeting is still una-

voidably postponed till Saturday, the 1st of January.

The Turks require that interval of time to prepare the

number of copies of their full powers in the Turkish

language, (which are in different terms for each of their

three plenipotentiaries) and of the Latin translation of

them, which must be exchanged at the commence-

ment of the Congress. Such is the pretext they allege

;

but the real motive of procrastination is to have time

for their astrologers to calculate, and mark out to

them the happy hour for the commencement of the

negotiation.

I dare say your Grace will agree with me in thinking

that in the deplorable state of the Turkish forces, and

when we are ready to restore whole provinces, and strong

fortresses to their debilitated empire, the earliest hour of

acceptance ought, in sound reason, to appear the most

eligible. May the negotiation, when once set on foot,

proceed with that degree of expedition which the plain

sense of the Convention of Reichenbach facilitates to all

parties.

I perceive that Marquis Lucchesini thinks himself

entitled to unite, in certain cases, the office of mediator

with the rights of a contracting party in the above-

mentioned convention. This naturally gives him great

weight with the Ottoman ministers. But, in as far as

I can judge, from what he has told me of the language

he holds to them, he has no thought of supporting them

in any claim to make alterations in former commercial

treaties with the Court of Vienna. He has, at the same
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time, declared to me that he will not agree to the

insertion of any one article in the treaty of peace,

which is not evidently deducible from the Reichenbach

Convention.

Baron Herbert, again (as I informed your Grace from

Bucharest) has orders to insist on the recapitulation

and revival of all treaties between Austria and the Porte

since the peace of Belgrade. To this I am persuaded

that the Prussian minister will not consent.

On the other hand, I question much if Baron Herbert

has it in his instructions to agree to make the strict

neutrality of his sovereign, during the present war

between Russia and the Porte, an express and positive

stipulation of the definitive treaty. On these points,

it appears to me that the greatest difficulties of the

negotiation are likely to rest. Yet I am willing to hope

that the general wish for final accommodation will sug-

gest the means of removing them all in a little time.

I write the more freely on all these subjects, and

without using cyphers, as this letter goes to Vienna by

a Prussian courier, who will dehver it to Mr. Stratton,

to be forwarded by a safe conveyance. I likewise enclose

duplicates of the cyphered part of my two last letters

;

as this messenger may perhaps outstrip the tardy post

which goes from hence to Germany.

As I have found the Ottomans incessantly reverting

to the topic of his Majesty's guarantee, and ever express-

ing their surprise, as well as regret, at my not being

authorised to promise them that sanction to the defini-

tive treaty ; I have thought it proper to put, at once, an

end to all their false reasonings on that head, by desiring

them to fix the following political maxim in their minds,

that mediation and guarantee are quite different things

;

and that neither the one nor the other are ever granted

by Great Britain but in consequence of a formal request.

That in the Grand Vizier's letter of invitation (of which
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I have kept a copy) to Sir Roljert Ainslie to assist at

the Congress, mention is made of the Porters request

to obtain the King's mediation, but not a word is said

of his guarantee. Consequently (and reser^dng to my
sovereign his undoubted right of refusing such an

onerous request ivhen made) they themselves are at this

moment asking of me an answer to an application which

their Court never made to mine, till the subject was

brought on the carpet four days ago, in their visit to me.

The Grand Vizier, (who appears to be an ignorant

and presumptuous man) sent a few days ago, through

the Reis Effendi, some very petulant questions to the

Prussian minister here, implying a reproach of luke-

warmness in the King of Prussia's not having already

declared war against Russia.

Monsieur de Lucchesini showed me his ansAver,

which was strong and indignant, as it ought to be.

He told the Grand Vizier that his master had an army

of above sixty thousand men, ready on the frontiers

of the Russian dominions, to enforce the just terms of

pacification which he had proposed to the Czarina;

while he (the Grand Vizier) has not twenty thousand

men now collected, to oppose the most dangerous attack

actually carried on by the Russian general within a

few days of his (the Grand Vizier's) head-quarters.

The Prussian minister exhorted his Highness to make
the most vigorous efforts to save Ismail ; and to rest

assured that the allies of the Porte would, at all times,

show themselves equally faithful to their engagements,

and active in their exertions. He repeated that his

Prussian Majesty left the Porte at liberty to conclude

a separate peace with Russia ; but not otherwise than

in strict conformity to the basis of the status quo.

I have the honour to be,

R. M. K.
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

n/r T Sistovo, Dec. 30ih, 1790.My Lord, '

The Turkish astrologers having discovered

that one o'clock yesterday was a fortunate hour for

opening the Congress, the Ottoman ministers made

known to the mediators that they wished to meet us

at that horn*.

To this proposal we assented Avith great pleasure.

But a sudden change of opinion in the mind of the

Imperial Internuncio had like to have thrown us into

a new perplexity and delay. He had repented of what

he himself had suggested, and to which all parties

had agreed, touching the arrangement of places in the

Chamber of the Assembly. He applied to the medi-

ating ministers to have their ad"\dce, in order to find

out and determine a third mode of arrangement;

giving us to understand that he must retract his former

proposal, and might, perhaps, be forced to write to

Vienna for orders.

We told him that it would be matter of great con-

cern to our Courts to see the opening of the Congress

postponed to so distant a period. But that, as we had

acquainted them with our acceptance of his proposition,

and had, at the same time, given due praise to his

accommodating disposition, we must leave on him the

blame of procrastination, and the choice of the mea-

sures which he thought it became him to pursue.

After a few hours' reflection, the Imperial Internuncio

gave us notice that he would meet us at the Congress,

at the appointed hour.

It fortunately occurred to me, that as Baron Herbert

was determined to proceed to business, there might be

a way of giving to the place he was to occupy in

the room, a greater degree of distinction than had been
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at first tliouglit of, I therefore proposed to Messrs.

Luccliesini and Haefterij tliat^ by reversing the order of

the places of the mediating ministers, and sitting myself

next to Baron Herbert, whilst INIonsieur de Haeften

should be placed exactly opposite to the Reis EflFendi,

there would remain no doubt of the Emperor's minister

being in possession of the most honourable place which

could be devised ; whilst the mediators preserved their

right of being in the middle between the contracting

parties.

To this plan my colleagues in the mediation gave

their full approbation ; and Baron Herbert has since

expressed his complete satisfaction with the expedient

I had suggested. I should not have troubled your

grace with all these minute details, if the contracting

parties had not thought them oi great importance.*

I thought it the province of the King's minister to

open the Congress. I did so, in the few phrases in the

French language, of which I send a copy inclosed. They

were translated into Turkish, and read to the Ottomans

by the Dragoman of the Porte.

Speech of his Britannic Majesty's minister on opening

the Congress, inclosed in the above :

—

" Messieurs les Plenipotentiaires des Puissances con-

tractantes, les ministres des cours mediatrices vous

felicitent, par ma bouche, de I'ouverture de ce Congres,

auquel vos souverains respectifs out formellement invite

les notres, pour completer I'ouvrage de la paix, dont les

fondemens ont ete heureusement jettes k Reichenbach

en Silesie,

" Nous sentons combien il est honorable pour nous

d'avoir ete choisis par nos cours, pour y mettre la

derniere main.

* The gravity with which official decorum obliges Sir R. M. Keith

to narrate them, would only heighten his sense of their ludicrous insig-

nificance.
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"Nous sommes tres convaincuSj Messieurs^ que con-

formement aux intentions bienfaisantes de vos Illustres

SouverainSj vous portez dans cette assemblee^ la droiture

parfaite^ et la veritable esprit de conciliation.

" Yous etes en droit d'attendrej et j^ose vous assurer,

Messieurs, que vous trouverez de notre part, toute la

bonne foi, et toute Fimpartialite qui doivent constam-

ment accompagner les fonctions respectables dont nos

souverains nous out charges.

" Puisse la paix qui doit courouner nos travaux

communs, retablir la bonne liarmonie entre les deux

Empires limitrophes, sur les bases les plus solides, et les

plus inalterables !

"

It was the work of three hours to read the originals

of all the different full powers, with their translations

from Turkish into Latin, and from Latin to Turkish,

and occupied almost the Avhole remaining time of the

meeting. I have the honour to be,

R. M. K.

Extracts from such portions of Sir R. M. Keith^s

dispatches as are essential for the objects and progress

of the negotiation.

sm R. M. KEITH TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

My Lord,
Sistoro, Jamcary ^th.

All preliminary forms being noAV adjusted, the

real business of the Congress was entered upon in the

following manner. The Austrian minister read aloud,

in French, a speech of some length (which was imme-

diately translated into Turkish by the united efforts of

the dragoman of the Porte, and an Austrian interpreter,)

and in that form read to the minister of the Sultan.

Your Grace will find annexed an exact copy of Baron

Herbert's speech, containing no mention tvhatever of

VOL. II. z
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the Reichenbacli Conrention^ but establishing the

Emperor^s ultimatum on the strict basis of the status quo

ante helium, and rendering the recapitulation and con-

firmation of all treaties between the two empkes, pre-

vious to the war, a sine qua non of the definitive treaty.

To these overtures the Turks, after a short consultation

among themselves, replied by the enclosed minute, of

which I transmit an exact copy as delivered to Baron

Herbert in Turkish and French, by the dragoman, with

all the inaccuracies of the latter idiom, which he is to

correct at leisure. The principal scope of this paper is

to fix the basis of the treaty on the articles of the Con-

vention of Reichenbach, and of the subsequent conven-

tion of armistice between the Grand Vizier and the

Marshal de Saxe Cobourg. Baron Herbert received this

paper as a preliminary proposition of negotiation, and

promised to deliver an answer to it at the next meeting.

iCyphcr.l

It appears to me that Baron Herbert (or, more pro-

perly Prince Kaunitz), has judged very ill in avoiding

all mention of the Eeichenbach Convention in the

propositions now laid before the Congress. The words

sine qua non, and ultimatum, are likewise very peremp-

torily employed at the very outset by him, in presence

of three mediators whose sovereigns are requested to

guarantee the definitive treaty, and who, in all probabi-

lity, will not extend that guarantee to any commercial

treaties, and consequently will take no share in the sine

qua, non.

The Prussian minister declares to me positively

that his Court will not admit of the recapitulation of

those treaties in the definitive one ; while the request

made to me at parting, last night, by Baron Herbert,

was to assure my Court that he would not depart a hair's

breadth from the propositions he had made to the Turkish

ministers on Sunday.
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In the preceding part of the evening he had shown

me a long account (sent to him from Bucharest) of the

Russians having taken the important fortress of Ismail,

by storm, on the 22nd of December. The loss on the

side of the Russians is said to exceed four thousand

killed, and of the Turks, more than double that number

were slain. Should the fortress of Brailow, which is the

next object of attack, fall into the Russian hands, it

would reduce the Congress at Sistovo to the very pre-

carious condition I mentioned to your Grace, in my
letter of 14th November, from Vienna.

Sistovo, January 7th.

In the conference of Wednesday last. Baron Herbert

produced a written answer to the paper delivered to him
on the 3nd, by the Ottoman ministers, and began to

read it by distinct paragraphs, each being immediately

translated into Turkish.

He soon perceived that the Ottomans became uneasy

from the moment that he had made mention of his

unreserved admission of the stipulations of Reichenbach,

and of the strict status quo, as the foundation of the

whole negotiation. The Ottomans pressed very hard,

and by redoubled instances, to have their papers ac-

cepted, as the basis of treaty, and {to our astonisJmient,)

they gave us clearly to understand that the Porte not

having been a party in the above-mentioned conven-

tion, they meant to ground the treaty solely on the

armistice concluded between the Grand Vizier and the

Marshal de Saxe Cobom-g.

It was in vain that the mediating ministers repre-

sented to them with the utmost calmness, that their

right and powers of intervention here, arose solely from

the engagements contracted at Reichenbach ; and that

we had unanimously determined to bring back the

Imperial minister to that convention, which he had
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omitted to mention in his first proposals. Baron Her-

bert took this opportnnity of declaring that he had

corrected his former inadvertence, in the most explicit

terms. The Ottomans persisted in substituting their

convention of armistice ; and soon after retired to their

separate rooms to discuss the matter among themselves.

In a little time they sent the dragoman of the

Porte, to request a conference with the three mediators.

We joined them in their chamber, and (gi^^ng them

unwearied attention) we passed two hours and a half

in combating the most singular arguments that ever

were alleged, which they strove to maintain after a

tenfold refutation.

The whole secret of this untenable proposition, was to

get rid of the phrase status quo, which happens not to

be included in the instrument of armistice, and which

they jjretended not to understand. The Ottoman minis-

ters comprehended us perfectly ; but gave up nothing.

It appeared but too plainly, that as they negotiate

under the terror of a despotic monarch, and an ignorant

and harsh Grand Vizier, they think themselves bound

to stand unshaken, on the worst ground possible, for a

certain number of days. Their sole object is to con-

vince their two masters that the full measure of obsti-

nacy has been completed ; and that the responsibility

of accepting the fatal phrase status quo, and all its

inevitable consequences, in regard to former treaties

Avith the Court of Vienna, must be removed from off

their shoulders, by orders from their superiors.

The only result of our conferences with the Turkish

ministers was their declaring their determination to

debate the treaty article by article ; and at the same

time their admission of the Convention of Reichenbach.

This last essential circumstance having been inserted in

the protocol of the conference, the meeting broke up, as

the day was far advanced.
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SIR, R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

Sisfovo, January'jath, 17J>1.

" Ahilai Kol tesh," meaus in the Turkish language,

" I wish you a happy New Year ;
'^ and " BranfumgrW

is the phrase by which ive Bulgarians express, "and

many bappy years to come."

I am surCj my dear sisters, it would give you great

delight to receive a whole letter from me in either of

those languages, which I have completely acquired;

but I have not time to display my learning to-day, and

I therefore hasten to assure you that I am (I must

indulge you by giving you that pretty expression in

Turkish) " Mini zil pazu,"—that is to say, as well as

a trout in a clear stream ; and so is my comrade

Stuart, (a very amiable lad) and all my servants, and

Janissaries, and Bulgarians, all trouts, every mother's

son of them

!

But as to the Turkish plenipotentiaries, their liveliness

is that of an oyster, whose progressive pace is certain,

though hardly discernible.

Ismet Bey, Mollah de la Mecque, my second Ottoman

colleague, is reckoned a bit of a wag, and indeed he

speaks his mother tongue with great volubility ; deco-

rating every phrase with the accompaniment of a whiff

of tobacco ; but I think it savours a little of his theo-

logical education, and I soon smokedhiva. to be one of the

Ulema, or doctors of the college of civil law. The Beis

Effendi, Abdallah, is an honest quiet gentleman, who

knows more than he chooses to tell ; because, (between

you and me) he stands a little in awe of his inferior,

that same Mollah de la Mecque, who is shrewdly

suspected of being a favourite behind the curtain. As

to " Durri Renuve Evvel," my third comrade, he is

reckoned monstrously deep, and I daresay he is; for
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since we have drawn him at the Congress^ we have got

but one httle bucket of eloquence ?(;;—but it was

strongs clear, and tasty. Judge, my dear Anne.
" Rezub delo guralnu" " lay a little wood on the fire

"—
which my diplomatic sagacity interpreted to signify

" Speak up to him/'—" Give him the argument piping

hot, but do it courteously."

What a charm it is for you, my dear sisters, to have

a brother, sitting on a Bulgarian hill, and cross-legged

on a gold cushion, to investigate in this sapient manner,

the deepest arcana of state; in the very bosom of

Mussulman faith, and Saracen profundity ! I could

pass my life in this colloquial gaiety, and interchange of

illumination, if it were not that my dwelling is too

narrow for my fat carcase ; and that our Excellencies

are frequently in want of ivhite bread, and carrots, and

turnips, which I love exceedingly. We bring the

bread from Wallachia, and the garden stuff from

Transylvania, an hundred leagues off, which is rather

troublesome !

But I have not told you, my dear Anne, why I write

you this hasty scrawl one post sooner than I intended.

Why, because I have the mortification of knowing that

one of my best lucubrations, written to the sisterhood

from Czernetz in Wallachia, on the 2nd of December,

has been employed to light some Austrian corporal's

pipe—as it never reached Stratton at Vienna. My second

motive arises from your epistle to Stratton having been

sent to me here, by mistake, and my having taken the

liberty to peruse it. Now, as you seem to give me little

credit for punctuality (though I have written you six

letters since the 16th of November), I am happy to

answer that epistle in Stratton's place, till I send it

back to him ; when your correspondence may be pursued

with \'igour.

You would scold me if I wrote from Turkey without
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giving you tb.e sequel of my observations upon tlie

Turkish women. I have now seen some of these clear

creatures every clay for these three weeks, and as they

are all similarly clothed in long black gowns, and all

veiled in an uniform manner, I have attained to great

perfection in judgiug'of their beauty ; by the same exact

rule that a Scotch servant lass judges of the value of a

sack of coals—viz. : whether it be crammed, or " mag-

git.'' ^^ They have yellow boots on; that I have discovered

by one of those Incognitas falling into the kennel toother

day, very obligingly, and by the contraction (involuntary

of coiu-se) of her right heel, she did me the favour of

showing me one inch of a yellow boot. If I could have

seen her face, through veil and mud, I am sure it was

crimsoned with blushes. I turned aside with a modest

urbanity; and I have the comfort of thinking that neither

my Mehmandar, nor Janissaries, nor that Christian in-

fidel Stuart (who surrounded me), saw the shame of that

sweet Mahometan

—

coal-sack.

'

But I must have done, and hasten to debate a point

of geography ; to ascertain, with my chum the MoUah,

the limits of certain provinces of the Ottoman empire.

He is a bright luminary in geography, for he asked me
t'other day (this literally true), and in presence of all

his colleagues—"If Spain is not in Africa?'^

" Binko-'puz-myzandra : " love to all cronies ', and

cordial affection to the sisterhood. Heaven guard you

all. My next shall be in modern Greek, which I begin

to chatter very prettily.

* A cant Edinburgh expression, for one that had been pilfered from in

the carriage.
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTER.

Bhtoro, Jan. \7th, 1790. T

I HAVE now passed a month at Sistovo^ my dear

Anne, in most perfect health, and so has every Christian

belonging to the four missions. This will prove to yon,

my dear sisters, what a healthful climate this is. The

situation is as fine as can be imagined, and the town

{scattered on the side of three or four small hills, and

overlooking the noble Danube) would make one of the

finest pictures possible. But, alas ! I can find no

painter capable of drawing such a landscape,* though

I have ransacked all Bucharest for such an one. My
confectioner has made a faithful though coarse drawing

of my dwelling-house, and all its adjacent hovels. He
shall do the same of the ministers' houses, and the sight

of them, and their description, will amuse us all in a

winter's evening.f

The four missions of Christians live very amicably

and hospitably together. I beat them all hollow in

point of table, wines, and confectionery. I have twice

as many servants as any other minister, and my people

are active and clever in their professions. We have no

intercourse with our Mussulman colleagues but at the

conferences, when they always treat us with coffee, sweet-

meats, &c. They lead a sad dull life among themselves.

As to the inhabitants of Sistovo, we meet them in the

street, and see them sitting at their shops; they take no

more notice of us than of so many stones. They some-

times mutter between their teeth Giaour (which signifies

dog), but none of them dares to be any way rude. The

Greeks bow respectfully to us, and put their hands to

* One was ultimately found, for a picture fully answering the above

description is preserved in Sir R. JI. Keith's family,

-f- These sketches are likewise extant.
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tlieir liearts ; but all in private, and silently, for fear of

tlieir Turkish tyrants. The Prussian minister was coming

to my house yesterday with all his guards and servants.

A little Turkish girl, of eight or nine years old, stepped

from her mother's side to have the pleasure of calling

his excellency Giaour to his face, and aloud. The Janis-

saries reproved Miss for her indiscreet zeal ; the minister

only laughed, as you may believe. I mention this to

show what blind prejudice in religion will do. The

Turks (who are beaten everywhere) literalh' believe

themselves to be of a class of beings infinitely superior

to Christians !

I told you in my last, my dear Anne, about the

Turkish women. I have not a word to add ; for more

than one fist of female flesh belonging to IMahomet, saw

I never. My chum Stuart met two ladies with their

attendants t'other day ; their ladyships were up to the

chin in yellow bags, instead of black, that was all the

difference

!

We have a Pasha of two tails here for the police of

the town ; he is an Albanian, a stout-looking determined

blade. He does his business well; w^e hear of no

quarrels. The Austrian prisoners are now returning

liome; eighteen officers, and between six and seven

hundred men are the whole. They are exchanged at

Euschuk, about thirty English miles from hence.

You now expect, my dear sisters, that I should give

you some notion of the progress of our business. It

has been at a stand these eight days ; the Turks waiting

for fresh orders from Constantinople. They all know

that they have but ojie plain path to pursue
;
yet it is

hard Avork Avith these obstinate people to make them

take the first essential step in it, though manifestly for

their oivn good. They are now in labour of one sensible

proposition ; we mediators are good midwives ; we will

bring it safe into the world in a few davs, and then all
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the rest will be smooth turf to our journey's end. I

hope to send my definitive messenger to England before

Sunday next ; and at his return I shall be relieved from

this singular exile. The Turks (according to custom)

make a handsome allowance to every minister who

negotiates in their country. This will do more than

defray my expenses here, but I have not the smallest

desire to prolong the enjoyment of their subsidy; and I

promise you I shall run away from it, the instant I can

do so with propriety. I hope, my dear sisters, to make
this singular and outlandish job of work, a very satis-

factory one to all parties. I will maintain my just

claim to the hearty approbation of all my superiors,

and from that only do I look for a reward. Diamond

boxes, and Turkish piastres have less hold on me than

perhaps on any other man; my native and hereditary

XDOverty is my pride. How I shall rejoice when I get

back again to old Vienna

!

Our only lady, Madame Herbert, is gone to Bucharest

for a few weeks to see her children. A sad loss to us

;

not that she is superabundantly attractive, but that we
now live and dine together like monks in a refectory.

A female cheek is a thing we shall not see till Madame
Herbert returns to us. All my Vienna friends, young
and old, are well, and bid us hasten back to them.

Lord Elgin is much liked; I hear his manners and

talents much commended. Arbuthnot wrote to me
that he would be in Paris in February.

My Bulgarian newsmongers predict sad mischief in

France in a little time. That nation must pass through

the FIERY FURNACE to bc pmificd back to its original

standard. Adieu my trusty friend.

Yours in every sense,

R. M. K.



SIR ROBERT MURRAY KEITH. 347

SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

Sistovo, January llf/i, 1791.
'

I AM sorry to acquaint your Grace that the meeting

of Congress, yesterday, proved by no means satisfactory,

as the Ottoman ministers persisted (whether for the

pui'pose of giving] time for first instructions, or from

Mahometan pertinacity) in refusing to make a formal

avowal of their general acceptance of the phrase status

quo ; though they did not seem inclined to run the

risk of entirely rejecting it, a risk of which the fatal

and inevitable consequences had been frequently held

up to them by the mediators.

They began the conference by asking the Austrian

minister in what manner he thought himself entitled to

extend the meaning and application of the term, beyond

the specific stipulations of the Reichenbach Convention ?

Baron Herbert gave them a distinct answer, by saying

that as he had, in his sovereign's name, solemnly

engaged to fulfil every article which was for the advan-

tage of the Ottoman Porte, he had, at the same time,

established the Emperor's right to the full completion

of the status quo on theii* side towards him.

They then, and perhaps with the hope of being able

to vary the ground of litigation, addressed me to know
my definition of status quo. I answered that the defini-

tion given by Marquis Lucchesini in a preceding

conference, contained the sentiments of all the mediators.

That Baron Haeften and I had already, both of us,

confirmed it, and that it was losing time to put questions

which had already been explicitly answered. They

then asked me if the triple mediation had not been

requested in order to establish a permanent peace.

To this I answered that I could not suppose the

Ottoman ministers had sufiicientlv reflected on the



348 MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDEXCE OF

nature of such an interrogation; or that they could

possibly address it to the ministers of three such respect-

able Courts. That as they had seen my full powers,

and heard my address to all parties, at the opening of

the Congress, they must suppress a question which

required and deserved no answer. Each of my colleagues

in the mediation, said a few words to the same effect.

The Ottomans now attempted to enter into a wide

field of discussion, by asking Baron Herbert what was

his definition of the word peace ? He replied that he

came here to make the peace of Sistovo, and not to

launch out into a dissertation on general terms which

all parties understood alike. The Turkish ministers

(after a little deliberation) said they must retu'e into

their own chamber, where Ave joined them soon after

with a firm determination to speak in a very plain,

though temperate manner, to these ministers, and to

bring them to hsten to reason, and to acknowledge the

obligations of the convention which it was impossible

for them to elude. They again reverted to their futile

arguments respecting the convention of armistice ; but

we cut the matter short by showing them their own
words, by which they acknowledge, in that identical

paper, " que la convention de Reichenbach est approuvee

et acceptee par la Sublime Porte."

They had no longer one foot of solid ground to stand

upon, yet they would not recede. We then concerted

with Marquis Lucchesini, that he should speak openly

to them as the representative of a contracting party at

Reichenbach, and of a monarch to whom the Turks owed

the manifold and most important advantages which had

already accrued to their empire by the cessation of

hostilities, and the recovery of very extensive territories,

which were now to be confirmed to the Porte by the

peace.

The Prussian minister did this in a very strong
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manner ; representing not only the great benefits wliicli

the King, his master, and his allies, had ah-eady pro-

cured for them, but recommending to the Ottomans to

set a proper value on such services, and, to reflect on

the imminent danger of releasing the Court of Vienna

from the engagements contracted at Reichenbach, by an

obstinate rejection of that half of the status quo, to

which the Imperial minister had very justly laid claim.

To this language they did not attempt to offer a reply.

But being still unwilling to pronounce an acquiescence

in its justice, they changed their ground, and asked if

we would not enter into a revision of each of the treaties

which Baron Herbert was so desirous to have confirmed

by the Porte.

[This proposal having (on the grounds already stated,

of ignorance of their tenor on the part of Britain, and

positive refusal to guarantee them on the part of

Prussia) been decidedly negatived. Sir R. Keith goes

on to mention a possible cause of misunderstanding

among his civilized colleagues.

—

Ed.]

I am now to give your Grace an account of what has

been communicated to me by the Prussian minister,

which will probably throw some light on the question

put to us by the Turks toward the close of our confer-

ence with them. On the 8th instant (after the breaking

up of the Congress) Baron Herbert said to him alone,

that he had paid particular attention to the last phrase

of his definition of status quo, and knew to what he

alluded in saying, there might be something in the

Imperial treaties with the Porte, which would, perhaps,

prove contradictory to the sense of the Reichenbach

Convention. He then read to the Marquis, and gave

him in writing the 4th article of a Turkish 8ened (of

Avhich I send your Grace a copy), begging that minister

if it should, in his judgment, seem repugnant to the

stability of peace, to make no direct opposition to it
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here^ but leave the point to be amicably adjusted after-

wards by tlieir respective Courts, The Marquis said in

return, tbat the article Baron H. bad now put into

his hand was entirely new to him. That it had struck

him at first sight as being an imprecedented establish-

ment of a ri(/ht of reprisals bij the sword, and at the will

of the Coiu't of Vienna ; which right, if left to subsist,

would annul all the duties and functions of a guarantee.

He therefore would not promise not to deliver in the

Congress an opinion to that effect, if the Ottomans

should ever address him on the subject. Being willing,

however, to obviate the most distant cause of misun-

derstanding, he would immediately refer the matter to

the determination of his sovereign.

As this affair has been thus imparted to me, and will

probably become matter of very serious discussion, I

think it my indispensable duty to lay it fully before your

Grace; making it my earnest request to be favoured

with early and explicit instructions for my guidance, in

relation to wliat I fear may prove a stumbling-block in

the way of the object I have it so ardently at heart to

promote.
^^ ^^_ ^^

LORD AUCKLAND ^ TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

My Dear Sir,
Harjuc, Jan.im,im.

I have received yours from Temeswaer, giving

an account of what passed between you and Monsieur

Herbert ; and the ministers in England will draw

auspicious conclusions from it as to your approaching

negotiation at Sistovo. I have not yet seen any

communication of the treaties which we are expected

to guarantee, either to England or to this Republic.

* His Majesty's Plenipotentiary at the Hague, through whom the

dispatches
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That pointy and tlie questions dependent on it^ may
occasion some little delay; but I am sure that you

may rely on the dispatch of the King's ministers^*

and that not an hour wiU be lost on their part towards

enabling you to bring your important undertaking to

the most immediate conclusion. They cannot wish to

bury your taleuts in Sistovo^ one hour longer than

is necessary. And yet I think I see^ through the

cloud of impending circumstances, some matters which

may protract the negotiation longer than will be quite

agreeable to you.

Is it impossible to take some precaution for the

security of the province of Wallachia, upon its being

evacuated by the Austrian troops, in the event of the

Russian war continuing? Every possible exertion is

using to bring that war also to a conclusion, upon the

principle of the strict status quo.

This same Russian story is the only one which now
materially occupies us ; because the business of Sistovo

being in such good hands for all parties, is considered as

settled. Great activity is exciting, and will be excited,

as to the other ; and the justice of our object, as well

as its wisdom is such, that I have great hopes as to the

final result.

Other powers are also disposed to support the disin-

terested principle on which we act; and I am not

without hopes that the Emperor will feel that this is

an occasion on which he may fix and rivet the honour-

able friendship of England, and also the establishment

of a long, complete, and general pacification.

It is with great concern for your personal comforts

that I address this to you at Sistovo, where I suspect

your accommodations are not much better than those

of a village in the interior of Africa. But, with all

^ In whose confidence, tlie writer then stood uncommonly high.
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possible good wishes for your speedy deliverance from

a campaign (the desagremens of whichj however^ will he

compensated by its laurels) I must here conclude ; and

you will forgive my writing so illegibly when I add,

that I have only had four comiers from England in

the last twenty-four hours !

Believe me ever, my dear Sir,

Most sincerely and faitlifully yours,

Auckland.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

Sistovo, January 25th, 1790.

My Lord,

I am heartily sorry to be obliged to acquaint

your Grace, that to this hour, the most earnest repre-

sentations of the mediating ministers, enforced by the

pressing remonstrances of the plenipotentiary of Prussia,

(the only ally of this empire,) have not got the better

of that spirit of procrastination which our Tm^kish col-

leagues have betrayed ever since the opening of the

Congress.

I had the honour to inform your Grace by last post,

that they had positively fixed Monday the 24.th for the

renewal of the conferences. The Eeis Effendi had been

slightly indisposed Avith a cold in the end of last week,

but not in such a manner as to prevent his meeting us

on the day appointed.

It was therefore matter of surprise and regret to us,

to receive intimation from that minister yesterday

morning, (an hour before the Congress should have

met) that his indisposition was augmented, and that he

was sorry he could not pursue the negotiation till to-

morrow, the 26th. We immediately concluded this to

be a flimsy pretext, and the delay a new tergiversation

on the part of the Turks. But having discovered that
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a Tartar courier had arrived from Constantinople early

in tlie morning of yesterday, we were indulgent enough

to suppose that, perhaps, they had received new and

decisive instructions ; and that, as the tenor of them

must alter their language and manners, they required

some time to study their parts. We conjectured that

the Ottomans would employ all their art in gradually

relinquishing their untenable groimd, and yielding to

reason, without appearing to sacrifice any part of that

supposed diynity which they affect to maintain in every-

thing ; but which, (in the opinion of every sensible man,)

lends but a very thin cloak to ignorance and obstinacy.

We had been too kind to them in seeking to discover

even a tolerable apology for their conduct. Our drago-

man went to the E,eis Effendi this morning to inquire

after his health, and to mention our firm reliance on his

promise to hold a conference to-morroiv. He gave for

answer that he was not yet in a state of health to think

of meeting us to-morrow ; but that he hoped to have

that satisfaction on Thursday next. Even this last

intimation was not given in a tone of fixed resolution.

I wrote this morning to Marquis Lucchesini (the

mediating ministers having come to an agreement yes-

terday not to allow the Turks to shuffle any longer,) to

express to him my indignant feelings at such behaviour.

He shares them with me, and immediately sent his

dragoman to the Reis Eifendi, to insist upon a meeting.

That minister (avIio has in fact been indisposed, though

not to that degree as to justify his conduct towards the

mediators) has promised to meet us on Thursday. If

he should not, your Grace may be assured that the three

mediating ministers will, without further delay, make a

joint and formal remonstrance to the Ottomans, in

terms becoming the real dignity of the sovereigns they

have the honour to serve.

E. M. K.

VOL. II. A A
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTER.

Sistovo, January 2Uh, 1790.

I AM sending a messenger to England^ my dear Anne,

and thougli I have professional scribbling on my hands

more than I can set my face to—he shall carry the

sisterhood a few cordial lines, with the assurances of my
perfect health, and great anxiety to hasten the conclu-

sion of this tiresome business. If Mahomet has com-

manded his sectaries to be more obstinate than mules,

he is obeyed to the letter of his law ! These bearded

negotiators have been quibbling for these five weeks,

like Old Bailey solicitors. They have a zig-zag kind of

logic, which it plagues common sense to be obHged to

siveep away from all its creeks and corners ; but I think

we have got their worships now so completely at a non-

plus, that in the conference to which I am just now
going, they must condescend (like coy damsels) to

accept of- a thousand advantages which we have been

thrusting into their bosoms ever since we came to

Sistovo.

There is a fatality attends this un-Christian congress !

Every wheel of it stops by turns. The Reis Effendi has

sent to tell us that an indisposition prevents him from

meeting us in Congress until Wednesday. I know he

has had a cold, but this has much the air of a sham

paroxysm. I am certain they received this morning

fresh orders by a Tartar courier from Constantinople.

I trust that they are now studying a more rational part

they have to act ; but with these deep negotiators reason

is as yet hors de combat. Well ! if that be their motive

for procrastination, I will forgive them, for this last time.

I must delay my messenger till Friday, but not longer.

Adieu then for a day or two, my dear Anne. This

letter shall a;o with the messenger : it will travel both
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more surely and expeditiously. I embrace tlie sister-

hood and aunt Bab most kindly.

Januaru'lS.

The Turks swallowed yesterday {par miracle,) a large

bolus of common sense and prudence^ which we medi-

ators prescribed to them ; nay, even in a manner thrust

down their throats. They made horrid wry faces^ but

no matter; it will do them and theirs a world of good.

My messenger will gallop away to-morrow morning, and

on his return I trust that I shall be soon un-Mussulman-

ised, and sent back to fatten amongst the honest Ger-

mans. I have not, my dear Anne, a finger to write with;

they are all worn down to the size of thumbs by inces-

sant scribbling. But I am well, hearty, and heartily

tired of Tm-kish coffee, Turkish conversation, tobacco,

rose water, and frankincense. Nota Bene, I am, by con-

viction, a better Christian than ever. God bless you all.

R. M. K.

TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS BY THE MESSENGER LAUZUN.

Ststoro,Jcm.28t7i. ]

My Lord,

The conference was opened yesterday morning,

by Baron Herbert^s reading to the assembly a notifica-

tion of the Emperor's having appointed Count Francis

Esterhazy his second Impeinal plenipotentary at this

Congress. That gentleman is supposed to be on the

road from Vienna, but it is declared that the pro-

secution of the negotiation is to suffer no delai/ in

consequence.

The Turkish plenipotentaries had come down to the

Congress at a late hour; having, as we afterwards learned,

spent the forenoon in determining the precise measure

of the condescending step they would vouchsafe to

make without humbling; themselves so far as to meet
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their adverse party on level ground. This appeared by

a written proposition which the Pteis EfFendi prefaced

by many futile professions of a conciliatory disposition

on the part of the Sublime Porte. He then read his

paper containing an offer of conditional acceptance of

the status quo, provided that other points should be

previously adjusted to the satisfaction of the Porte.

[Here follow stipulations of a private nature between

Turkey and Austria, not comprehended in the proposed

treaty, and consequently not legitimate subjects of liti-

gation, pending its discussion, and as such again repu-

diated by the Austrian plenipotentary.

—

Ed.]

The Turks tried, during more than an hour, to turn

and twist their conditional proposal into every possible

shape short of the plain adoption of the basis held out

to them. They called their demands, wishes, desires,

suggestions, &c., and at each time that the mediators

urged the necessity of beginning, by fixing the founda-

tion stone of our building, before they attempted to rear

a superstructure—the Ottomans constantly drew back,

and said they Avondered that having done so much, and

shown every sort of facilityj more could be required of

them till their ver}^ reasonable wishes were gratified.

Baron Herbert in return (for he, too, delights in a

parade of words) boasted of his tractabilitij and plia-

bility whenever he had an inch of liberty left him. He,

however, read a written paper, proving that he was

deprived of all discretionary power whatever.

The mediators, being heartily tired of turning round

in the same mill for five long weeks, I adddressed those

ministers who had shown themselves such great profi-

cients in the complimentary art. I told them, in the

name of the three mediators, that I congratulated both

the contracting parties on what they termed their re-

ciprocal complaisance ; though ive could hitherto perceive

no visible efi'ect of that accommodating spirit. That we
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coDceived it to be liigli time for the principal parties to

reflect on Avliat "vras due to so respectable a mediation^

and to set us in possession of tlie full exercise of our

functions^ by a mutual and unreserved acceptance of the

basis of the status quo, as settled at Reichenbacli. That

in virtue of that sole act the mediating ministers had

been sent to Sistovo, and that having that rule to walk

by, they could take no share in any proposition distant

a hair's breadth from it on one side or the other. The
Turks, though pressed so hard (Maiquis Lucchesini and

the Dutch minister confirming -syhat I had said in terms

of equal import and energy), Avere still resolved not to

give way ; and after cavilhng for half an hour longer,

hinted that they wished to put off the sequel of this

debate till another conference. But seeing that all three

ministers were ready to protest against such a palpable

and unjustifiable procrastination, they changed their

purpose, and told us they must Avithdraw into their

private chamber to say tlieii' prayers.

The mediators (after their departure) told the Imperial

minister that they must likewise hold a conference in

their separate apartment. Marquis Lucchesini, Baron

Haeften, and I, had determined (on the preceding day)

to support the dignity of our sovereigns by making an

absolute stand at this stage of the business, and forcing

the Turks to declare, before they left the house, whether

they would expressly accept, or definitively reject the

principle of the strict status quo. We had drawn up

two remonstrances to that effect, one (the most stringent)

giving notice that the intervention of the mediating

powers must remain suspended, in case a milder but

equally cogent proposal should fail of its effect. These

measures, on our part, were kept in reserve for the last

extremity, and happily we were not driven to that

extremity. It would be giving your lordship much
unnecessary trouble to recapitulate all the subterfuges
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to wliicli the Turks had recourse^ in several messages

sent to us (the mediators) by their principal dragoman.

We remained unshaken in our declared purpose of

requiring a satisfactory explanation. They then pro-

posed to have another conference in four days after,

and held out hopes of their probable acquiescence. This

being refused, they sent to tell us that the heavenly

constellations were in adverse aspect, and they must

not proceed under such a danger. This motive being

treated with the derision it deserved, their principal

dragoman was employed no more as their messenger,

but they had recourse to our interpreter, and through

him, they varied their insinuations again and again.

At length, my lord, after carrying on their fruitless

attempts for almost two hours, and always receiving

from us the same firm requisition of an explicit answer,

they desired us to return to our chamber of general

assembly, where they joined us. There, with much
reluctance, but in plain unequivocal terms, they at

length pronounced that irrevocable acceptance of the

status quo, strict and unreserved, of which your Grace

will find the precise terms in the annexed copy

extracted from the protocol of Congress.

After this, we wished them joy of their having taken

possession of safe and honourable ground. At their

request an end was put to the conference, and Monday,

the 31st, was appointed for our next meeting.

Thus, my lord, we flatter ourselves that all essential

obstacles are removed, and that we shall be able to pro-

ceed with a competent degree of expedition in settling

every article of the definitive treaty.

I have the honour to be,

R. M. K.
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[By the same mcssenrjer Lauzun.—Separate and Conficlcntkd.']

My Lord Sistm-o, Jemuary 28tli, 1791.

In several long and very interesting conversa-

tions I have had with Marquis Lucehesini, in the last

four daySj there have occurred many particulars not un-

worthy of your Grace's notice, and I think it proper to

make these the subject of a separate letter.

He is commanded by his sovereign to represent in

the most urgent terms, to the Grand Signor on the one

hand, and the Grand Vizier on the other, the absolute

necessity of straining every nerve to collect, early in the

spring, the whole force of the Ottoman empii'e, to act

offensively against Russia. He is charged to tell them

very frankly, that without the moral certainty that such

vigorous efforts shall be made on their side, his Prus-

sian Majesty will think it unadvisable to draw the sword

against Russia.

The Turks v/ere exceedingly alarmed at learning that

the King of Prussia had agreed to their making a sejm-

rate peace with the Russians, loithoitt his mediation.

This they ignorantly construed to be a total dereliction

of their interests in that quarter. Monsieur Lucchesini

is ordered to clear up that matter to their satisfaction,

and to assure them, that if Russia should, during the

present Congress, open a pacific negotiation with them,

on admissible terms, he (Lucchesini) will undertake to

direct that negotiation /rom hence. But if the Russian

overtures should not be made till after the conclusion of

the Sistovo Congress, he desires the Grand Vizier to fix

a place of negotiation at no great distance from hence,

and offers to draw nigh to it, in order to assist them with

his counsel.

The second commission intrusted to him, is to take

place in case the Turkish war with Russia must be
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prolonged^ and that Prussia is to become au active party

in it. In that event, M. Lucchesini is to procure a meet-

ing -with the Vizier's Kyaja Bey (a man of talents), and

concert Avith him a plan for the ensuing campaign. INIy

colleague has little doubt that he shall be able, if neces-

sary, to get his master's plan for it completely adopted

by the Turks ; and he has orders, in case of a rupture

with Russia, to turn that agreement into the form of a

reciprocal convention, and as such, to sign and seal it.

]M. Lucchesini, in the meantime, directs all the Prussian

negotiations at Constantinople ; and will retard, or for-

ward the Polish treaty there, according as it appears

to him to counteract or coincide with his sovereign's

views.

Having said so much of the wide scope of this gentle-

man's present and future projects, it maybe expected that

I should give an opinion of his talents for the execution of

them. I profess that I think his abilities great, and

know that his application is intense and umvearied.

Perhaps he undertakes too much, and is often forced to

proceed too rapidly. He has not, during a long residence

in Germany, been able to divest himself entirely of that

species of subtlety which is ascribed to his Italian coun-

trymen, but which I look upon as a drawback on his

parts.

His greatest foible would be (if not carefully checked)

a heat of temper, with a propensity to assume an over-

bearing tone
;
yet he has in general discernment enough

to adapt his tone pretty nearly to the character of the

person whom he addresses. His influence with the

Turks would be greater, if his extreme caution not to

hurt the feelings of his master's allies, did not deprive

the good advice he gives them of that energy which

would enforce conviction. But his intentions appear

to me to be good ; and I can perceive that he has

ambition enough to look very high ; though he still



SIR EGBERT MURR.IY KEITH. 301

p7'ofests to me^ tliat no temptation sliall lead liim to

accept a place in the ministry at Berlin. He has a

private cypher with the King, which he often nseS;, and

I believe with some freedom.

He certainly had a great share in opening the King

of Prussians eyes to the dangerous consequences of

Connt Hertzherg's schemes of partition, exchange, and

depredation, which were so strongly agitated last spring.

As Count Hertzberg knows this, his enmity to Lucche-

sini is but very thinly veiled over. He, on the other

handj lays at Monsieur Hertzberg's door all the false

steps which he was driven to take at the commencement

of his mission to Warsaw, so that their animosity is

reciprocal, and the two ministers draAV different ways

whenever their interests clash. But I may venture to

assure your Grace, that in all matters of negotiation

(especially in this quarter of the world) Lucchesini's

preponderance is, at this moment, unquestionable.

Count Hertzberg's antipathy to the words status quo,

is very natural, as they render the pen of a dashing

projector an useless weapon. He was much disappointed

at finding that Austria had relinquished all ideas of

acquisition or exchange at the expense of the Turks, as

he had charged Lucchesini with a progressive scale of

equivalent demands to be set iip by Prussia.

I should not have troubled your Grace v,ith these

details, had they not related to a Court with which his

IMajesty stands in the most intimate connexion, and to

a person who may one day act a conspicuous part there.

I must say a few words in respect to my colleague.

Baron Herbert. He is a little man, and has been

employing little underhand means to ingratiate himself

with the Turks, by insinuating that he never wishes to

hurry them in the negotiation, and that, perhaps, they

have found the mediators more hard to deal with than

himself, though their adverse party. The Baron shall
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not go witliout a salutary lesson^ if lie contiuues to

pursue crooked patlis.

I imagine that I Lave tlie reputation of being tlie

warm instigator to expedition. But tliis is a matter of

indifference to me^ as I curry favour "with neither party,

but endeavour to fulfil my instructions with temper, as

well as impartiality; and cannot awaken in my own
breast the smallest spark of affection for the Turkish

inastres. I trust that the approbation of my sovereign,

and that of his confidential servants, will crown my
ambition, and prove the best reward for the singular

inconveniences and fatigues of a winter campaign in

politics, in this inhospitable country of Bulgaria, where

probably a meeting of negotiators was never assembled

before, nor will be hereafter.

I have the honour to be, &c.

P. S. This letter being written before the conference

of to-day, it is therefore a justice I owe to INIarquis

Lucchesini, to assure your Grace that his conduct and

language, when it became necessary to oblige the Turks

(for their own sake) to adopt the status quo, were as

open and forcible as we could possibly wish.

[Hitherto, and while yet, alas ! upon little more than

the threshold of eight months' harassing litigation, now
on one side, and now on the other—the dispatches have

been given at some length, and with only unimportant

omissions ; as curious specimens, not often presented to

the public, of an Ottoman diplomacy, which even in

Turkey must soon become obsolete. Henceforward,

while that sense of justice towards himself, so amiably

displayed in Sir R. M. Keith's postscript towards

another, must dictate such an enumeration of endless

chicane and subterfuges, as almost to earn for the

mediators the honours of martyrdom—compassion for
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the feelingSj as well as patience of tlie reader, must

restrict tlie details to such as are inevitable for the eluci-

dation of the negotiation itself, or the characters of the

contracting parties. And if in the early stages of the

former, Tm"kish prejudice and obstinacy have been found

to retard the progress of the mediators, it is to be feared

(for the honour of Christendom and civilisation) that

the impediments cast in the way of its successful termi-

nation, by the duplicity and tergiversation of the

Austrian cabinet, far exceeded in number, as well as in

well-nigh fatal influence on the ultimate issue of the

negotiation, those of the timid slaves of Ottoman

despotism. Nay it is difficult to rise from the painful

perusal of " every step of this," as Sir R. M. Keith in a

familiar letter justly styles it, " unchristian Congress,"

without insensibly adopting the side even of Turkish

wrongheadness, when evidently overborne by Austrian

subterfuge and want of faith. The two can never, per-

haps, be more forcibly placed in juxta-position than in

the following extracts.

—

Ed.]

SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

Sistoro, Feb. Isf, 1791.

My Lord,

Having dispatched a letter to England in the

night of the 18th of January, with the account of the

reciprocal and unreserved adoption by both contracting

parties of the Eeichenbach Convention, I have only to

report to your Grace, by this post, what passed yester-

day in the seventh conference, where a progress was

made by each of the parties presenting a separate

draught of such a preliminary act as they wished to

have deposited in the hands of the mediating ministers.

[In this conference, the predominance of the chicane

alluded to, manifested itself in the cavil of the Austrian
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minister, at the absence of a distinct specification by

name of all the previous treaties in existence with the

Porte ; while the Turks (for the first time on tenable

ground) very naturally insisted that the phrase "all

Treaties, Firmans, ^'C," sufficiently included the desired

specification. This view was taken, but ineffectually,

by all the mediators. Tlie conference being adjourned

in consequence, Turkish absurdityregained the ascendant

as follows.

—

Ed.]

Since writing the above, the Ottoman ministers have

this moment acquainted me that Wednesday [the last

Wednesday of the moon) is a fatal day, and that no good

Mussulman can think of putting his signature to an act

of moment on such a day. To corroborate this forcible

argument, the MoUah de la Mecque (the INIachiavel of

the mission) has done me the honoiu' to quote to me an

example, which he is sure must carry conviction; that

the unfortunate Grand Vizier, Hamid Halil, was pre-

vailed on to accept of the Viziriat on an ominous Wed-

nesday, and had his head (as might have been foreseen)

cut off, on just such another. To such cogent reasoning

your Grace will do me the justice to believe me incapable

of turning a deaf ear, and the conference was postponed

till Thursday next.

[In the conference thus adjourned, it Avas the turn

of the Prussian minister to throw down the apple of dis-

cord by reading a written paper, formally objecting to

the terms of the Austrian plenipotentiary's draft of the

preliminaries ; a step which well nigh menaced a prema-

ture suspension of the Congress.

—

Ed.]

The Imperial minister seemed a good deal ruffled by

the contents of this paper, and the arguments Avhich

accompanied it. He perused the declaration, and then

entered into a long and tart reply. Baron Herbert Avas

so far off his guard as to say that a determined rejection

on the part of the Prussian minister of his own declara-
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tiou vrould suspend the Congress. He desired jMousieur

Luccliesiui to put on paper what lie had before said iu

contradiction to it. The Prussian minister professed his

readiness to do so, but stipulated for having the demand

also made in writing.

Baron Herbert, ever ready to indulge his Cacoetlies

scribendi, employed a considerable time in putting to

paper his ill-digested thoughts, and delivered them (in

the inclosed form C.) to the Prussian minister. Marquis

Lucchesini withdrew into a separate room to prepare

his rejoinder ; and the Ottoman ministers (who had

taken little share iu the del^ate) retired to their own

chamber to say their prayers.

There appearing, on the resumption of the confer-

ence, great danger of our seeing the prolongation of a

very tedious, unnecessarj^, and unsuitable war of the

pen, I seized the first pause of litigation to strive to put

an end to it.

I had observed, from the beginning of this dispute,

that Baron Herbert's strenuous endeavours to lessen the

weight of the Reichenbach Convention and his present

preposterous attempt to establish a second and separate

basis for the treaty of Sistovo,had furnished just cause for

the resistance ofthe Prussian minister, and for that misun-

derstanding which was likely to be drawn to great length.

I therefore addressed myself aloud to the Imperial

minister, saying that as in his first reply to the Russian

minister, he had manifested an intention of calling upon

the mediators of the maritime powers to explain their

sentiments upon the matter in question, I would (to

get rid of this tiresome paper war) deliver aloud our

sentiments in regard to the long contested point of two

separate bases. That I would submit them to the whole

assembly, as comprised in two short p)hrases, which I

would afterwards cause to be inserted in the protocol of

the Congress.
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The following are tlie precise words I used, in tlie

Frencli language, " Deux bases separees ne peuvent

exister, puis qu'il y en a une d'etablie par la Convention

de Reiclieubacli, dont nos maitres sont garants. II y a

deux ades, la Convention de Reichenbach, et la paix de

Sistovo ; mais il ne saurait j avoir qu'une base, et cette

unique base est la Convention de Reiclienbacli/^

It was a matter of infinite satisfaction to me to find,

that it produced a very sudden and salutary effect, far

beyond my expectation. All parties wej'e satisfied.

Baron Herbert after a few words of explanation, only

employed as a saving transition from downright obsti-

nacy to perfect compliance, made an offer (in which I

warmly encouraged him) to submit the whole to the

judgment of the mediating ministers ; requesting them

to draw up such a preliminary act as they should judge

most likely to be satisfactory to all sides.

I must not omit to mention that Baron Herbert in

his usual style of dealing (he was bred a Jesuit) proposed,

in the hearing of Marquis Lucchesini, that / should take

on myself alone, the construction of the above-mentioned

formulary. Your Grace wiU easily conceive that I

rejected, in the most express terms, this artful and

adulatory insinuation.

I have the honour to be,

E. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

Sistovo, Feb. 8t7i, 1791.

My Lord,

In order to fulfil, without delay, the request

made to us (the mediating ministers,) in the last con-

ference, we employed the forenoon of Saturday in

uniting our joint endeavours to di^aw up such ajjroject

of a 2ireliminary act, as we conceived to be liable to little
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or no objection. We established the basis of the nego-

tiation at Sistovo on its only and incontestible ground,

the Convention of Eeichenbach. We deduced from

them the rights Avhich appertain to each sovereign in

virtue of that convention, and we proceeded to ascertain

the actual state of our negotiation, and the different

obligations imposed on each of the contracting parties

by that convention, and the most strict adherence to the

principle of the status quo ante belluni; specifying such

articles as have been clearly agreed iqjon, and such others

as remain to be discussed. Our intention is that the

Imperial plenipotentary should sign a French copy of

the said act, giving to his Court the usual precedence of

rank and title, and that the Turks should sign an exact

translation, with the precedence they are accustomed

to give their sovereign ; that these two acts shoidd be

exchanged by the contracting parties, in presence of the

mediators, and be afterwards put into our hands, till the

definitive treaty shall be brought to full maturity.

I send your Grace enclosed a copy of that act sent

previously, as we presented it to Count Herbert yester-

day, at a meeting held at my house for the purpose.

Here, and not without surprise as well as regret, w^e

found the Imperial minister, notwithstanding the full

assent he appeared to give to my declaration in the last

conference, extremely averse to recognise the Convention

of Eeichenbach as the basis of our negotiation. He
assured us that he had express orders from Vienna, not

to admit that principle in the body of the definitive

treaty, nor to acknowledge that the reciprocal obligations

of the contracting parties flowed from that source. He
said he would consent to the mention of the Eeichen-

bach Convention in the preamble of the treaty of peace,

but only histoi'ically, and not as the ground-work of

treaty.

We in vain combatted this mode of reasoning, which
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to lis appeared very false, by quotiug the ATords of the

Emperor's ratification, those of the ratification, and full

powers given by the mediating Courts ; and lastly, the

terms of that acceptance which Ave had drawn with

infinite difficulty from the Ottomans.

The Imperial minister persisted in assuring us that

he was not at liberty to sign our project. From this it

appeared evident to all the mediators, that the Court of

Vienna (from what solid notion we cannot comprehend,)

is hitherto determined to avoid, as much as possible, the

acknowledgment of the Reichenbach Convention, as the

or'ujinal foundation and restrictive rule of our present

negotiation.

Baron Herbert was not to be shaken. He said his

instructions on tliis head were very recent and positive.

He said he would reflect maturely on the project we had

delivered, but feared he must send to Vienna for a

decision. Should he find it absolutely necessary to do

so, we are in the firm belief that the candour and liber-

ality which are so conspicuous in the character of the

Emperor, will lead that monarch to order his minister

to subscribe an act dictated by the truest zeal, and the

most rigid impartiality.

R. M. K.

[Ill/ Lncchesinis Courier.']

SistovOfFeh.lOth, 1791.

My Lord,

The Prussian minister intending to send a

courier to-day, to Vienna and Berlin, I seize the

opportunity of informing your Grace of the unfortu-

nate result of oui' conference yesterday with the Im-

perial minister, at his house. Baron Herbert read to us

a sort of preface to the business (of which he gave us no

cop}"-,) and then delivered to each of the mediators a copy

of the enclosed contre jjrojet.
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Although it begins by acknowledging that " les bases"

(M. Herbert employs the plural to cover his absurd

proposition of bases separees in his former declaration,)

of the present negotiation viere fixed at Reichenbach, he

will not admit that the stipulations now to be converted

into a definitive treaty, flow unquestionably from that

original source.

In contradistinction to the clear order of stipulation

established there, and adhered to by the mediators in

their project. Baron Herbert throws all the three articles

of restitution, deposit of fortresses, and that of the

Emperor's futiire neutrality, into one article of immea-

surable length; and does this with the view of preventing

their being canvassed or elucidated separately. He sup-

presses his own satisfactory phrase, in a preceding

declaration, regarding the Emperor's neutrality ''pen-

dant la guerre," and substitutes a vague one in its room.

He then lengthens out the article comprehending the

obligations incumbent on the Porte, far beyond its

natural limits, and to the exclusion of all remonstrance

on the subject of the represailles par Vepee, which the

Turks are so very solicitous to abolish.

Either of these artful (and in themselves injudicious)

deviations from the plain road which the Reichenbach

Convention had marked out to us all, would have been

sufficient to render this counter-project of the Imperial

minister inadmissible. But the iiitentional omission (for

such he acknowledged it to be) of the article recog-

nising the King of Prussia's stipulated right to be the

guarantee of the definitive treaty, determined the

Prussian minister to reject the counter-project with

expressions of surprise and disdain.

We questioned Baron Herbert in regard to the

motive of such an unaccountable omission, and then the

secret came out, that he had orders from his Court to

" admit of no stipulation or express achioivledgment in

VOL II. B B
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the definitive treaty of Sistovo, of the right of guarantee

secured to his Prussian Majesty by the Convention of

Eeichenbach." Baron Herbert made no scruple of

repeating several times to the three mediators the above-

mentioned explanation of his orders^ and consequently

all means of coming to an agreement droAv to an end.

I told him that my Court had guaranteed not merely

one single principle of the Reichenbach Convention^ but

the whole of the engagements contracted there. That

the King of Prussia's guarantee was an express article

of those stipulations^ and the mention of it an act of

indispensable justice. Marquis Lucchesini read the

forcible and comprehensive paper enclosed^ to the same

purport^ but without the smallest effect. We could only

then express our regrets that the negotiation was thus

retarded by the intentional omission as well as studied

confusion of principles and consequences, which were so

apparent in the paper delivered by the Imperial

minister, and press on him the same expedition in the

dispatch to his Court for further orders, which Marquis

Lucchesini was about to manifest in his report of past

proceedings to Berlin.

Sistovo, February lltJi.

My Lord,

I availed myself yesterday of the departure of

the Prussian courier for Vienna and Berlin, to convey

to your Grace a circumstantial account of the unfore-

seen obstacle to the progress of oiu- negotiation which

the counter-project of the Imperial minister has raised.

We, the mediators, remain in the full persuasion that

the present appeal to the Courts of Venice and Berlin,

will facilitate the happy termination of our business.

I hope that the King's messenger, Lauzun, is by this

time very far advanced on his journey to London, and

I rely implicitly on your lordship's goodness in short-

ening my most uncomfortable residence here, by the
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speedy return of those orders and instructions wliich

will enable me to put the finishing hand to my share in

the business.

The winter is now very severe in this part of Bul-

garia, but we are assured that there is little danger of

the Danube being frozen over at this season of the year.

I have the honour, &c.,

R. M. K.

To these physical inconveniences and hardships (no

trifling ones to a sexagenarian, braving a Bulgarian

winter in a parcel of detached wooden huts) were added,

during the long and dreary inaction to which Austrian

bad faith—scarcely veiled by the shadow of an ostensible

pretext—for many succeeding weeks condemned the

mediators, the increasing difficulty of reconciling to

such indecent procrastination their Tm'kish colleagues,

and the probability of all their efforts for the pacifi-

cation of Eastern Europe being frustrated by the new-

born ardour for the resumption of the war, announced

and explained in the following dispatch.

Sistovo, February \5tk.

My Lord,

Whilst we find ourselves in the disagreeable

situation of an entire suspension of the affairs of the

Congress till the return of the couriers from Vienna

and Berlin, our attention is chiefly turned to the active

measures pursued by the Turkish Government to bring

all their forces into the field at a much earlier season

than usual.

In addition to intelligence received from several

quarters of the increase of the army on the Lower

Danube, by letters from Schumla (brought hither

by a Tartar in four-and-twenty hours) we learned yes-

terday not only the deposition, but the tragical end of

the late Grand Vizier Hassan Pasha. He arrived at
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Schumla on Saturday evening, where a Chiaoux Bashi,

sent from Constantinople, demanded from him the seal

of his high office. He Avas led to believe that his life

was in no danger, and that he would be sent into

exile ; but at midnight the executioners broke into his

bedchamber, and put him to death. He endeavoured

to defend his life, and fired two pistols without effect,

being himself shot dead, after having received the wound

of a lance in the face. His head was cut off, and sent

to Constantinople. It is supposed that his brother

(who commanded at Baba Dag) has shared the same

fate. He is by no means regretted, as the Imperial

firman for his deposition accuses him, and very justly, of

having disobeyed the orders sent him (after the con-

clusion of the armistice with Austria) to keep his army

together and cross the Danube, for the relief of the

important fortress of Ismail ! By orders from Constan-

tinople the horse-tails of the new Grand Vizier were

to be displayed at Schumla on the 15th instant, and the

25th of March is appointed for the assembling and

encampment of the Ottoman forces on the Lower

Danube.

Jusuf Pasha, who was Grand Vizier at the commence-

ment of this war, is again raised to that high office, and

great reliance is placed on his military talents and enter-

prising character. He had lately been appointed Pasha

of Bosnia, and was on his way thither when his

former dignity was restored to him. The Turkish

ministers expect he will arrive at Schumla in eight or

ten days.

[Cypher,
'\

Whatever doubts may have remained at Berlin

respecting the firm determination of the Grand Signor,

to exert the whole force of his empire during the next

campaign, are now effectually removed by Jusuf Pasha's

beiug reinstated in the post of Grand Vizier; as he
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himself was tlie first promoter of the present war, and

has now his honour and hfe at stake to promote it

with the utmost vigour. This event gives great plea-

sure to my Prussian colleague, who writes this day to

Schumla and Constantinople to keep up the warlike

spirit which now reigns at the Porte. I can perceive

that the Imperial minister is much concerned at the

reappointment of Jusuf Pasha. They were in. direct

opposition to each other at the commencement of the

war, and he knows that this Grand Vizier is very jealous

of Austria. I am heartily sorry to find that the aff'airs

of the Netherlands unhappily conspire with the disputes

at this Congress to increase the ill-humour between the

Cabinets of Berlin and Vienna. I trust that the two

monai^chs will, at this juncture, give scope to the impulse

of their own good qualities and principles rather than

to the suggestions of these ministers, else I fear that all

public affairs on this side of Europe may be sadly

embroiled.

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

Sistovo, Fcbrimry 13<A, 1791.

I RECEIVED your jSTcav Year's letter, my dear Anne, a

few days ago, and am in hourly expectation of one from

Edinburgh. You have a world of Auld Reekie news to

send me, and I am famished for want of British " clish-

ma-claver.""^ My cronies here in Turkey are duller than

mill-horses, and I am forced to say that their stubborn-

ness exceeds that of Mahomet's mule. However, we had

got them to a strike a gentle trot in the way to termi-

nation, when the Emperor's Plenipo thought proper to

make us halt, by raising a Jesuitical stumbling-block,

* Anglice, gossip.
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(the gentleman had the honour to be bred a Jesuit)

which we have not been able to remove^ without an

appeal to Vienna. This delay, however, will break no

squares, for we are Avell assured of the Emperor^s candid

and liberal sentiments, and have no doubts of his setting

all to lights again, long before my messenger (who car-

ried my last letter to you) can come back from England.

I hope, my dear Anne, that about the middle of March

I shall be in possession of all my orders, and that in the

end of this month I may put my seal to the parchment.

As to state news—I whisper in your ear we are going

to discard a Grand Vizier, Ruschuk Effendi (a silly

fellow) and I believe we shall put Mehemet Ali, lately

from the Dardanelles, in his place. See what a State-

intriguer your brother is ! But not a word of this to

the vulgar!
February 1 5th.

I am sorry, my dear Anne, to be obliged to end my
nonsensical epistle by the details of a Turkish tragedy.

The Grand Vizier was deposed four days ago, which he

deserved; but they let the poor man go to bed in the

belief that he had nothing to fear but being exiled. They

broke into his room at midnight, and cut off his head;

what a pleasure it is to live under such a government

!

Jusuf Pasha (a clever active officer, who was Grand

Vizier at the beginning of the war), is again the chief

minister, and general. I hope he will both move his

stumps, and keep his head on his shoulders. Adieu, my
dear sisters ; I am perfectly well, but dog-tired of Bul-

garia. In six weeks I hope to be released. Love to

friends and cronies. Good bless you all

!

E. M. K.
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lord auckland to sir r. m. keith.

My dear Sir Kobert, -^ '

I have long wished for an occasion to write a

sort of chit-chat letter to you in answer to the friendly

notes which have accompanied several most interesting

dispatches from you. I am now in hourly expectation

of seeing Lauzun,^ not that I believe you will come to

any absolute conclusion till something is decided as to

the Russian pacification. But the fail' and candid pro-

ceeding of the Imperial minister in his second note,

seems to make it difficult for the other parties to post-

pone coming to some preliminary transmissible to their

respective Courts.f

The question as to the revival of the treaties, it must

be confessed (at least I am willing individually to con-

fess it both for myself and the Grand Pensionary) never

occurred to the recollection of any of us at the period of

the Reichenbach Convention. It cannot be denied, on

the one hand, that they come fairly within the principle

of the status quo. If, however, in their specific contents

there should be any clause which militates against a

more recent argument, good faith requires such clause

to be modified and corrected. Thus far, I believe there

will not prevail any great diversity of opinion at Vienna

and Berlin, and still less here and in England. But it

is a very different consideration whether these treaties

should be specified or renewed, otherwise than by a

general expression ; nor can it, I think, be argued, that

they have any pretension to the guarantee of the medi-

ating powers.

* The King's Messenger, wlio was the hearer of the extorted TurUsk
concessions.

+ Written It will be perceived, previous to the transfer of obstacles to

the side of Austria.
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It must "be liea\y work for you to agitate so compli-

cated a business^ witli people who have no common
language with you ; who are afraid to charge themselves

with any responsibility, and who, at the same time, have

all the ignorance and prejudice of the sixteenth century.

Notwithstanding all this, your important task is in a good

train ; its results will, I am sure, prove advantageous to

all the parties concerned, and highly creditable to you.

Your last dispatch is dated 18th January, and will

proceed to-night to England. It comes very quick to

this place. If the Russian crisis were decided, you

would see your way clear. The Empress continues to

answer us very civilly, but with unmoved determination,

that she will receive with pleasure our good offices to

obtain for her the cession of Ockzakow and its district.

We continue to knock at every door (and not without

success) to join us in recommending to her Imperial

Majesty to content herself Avith the conditions of the

status quo. In the meantime, we keep up a fleet of

twenty-four ships of the line, and the Emperor advances

his military preparations ; I still hope and trust, how-

ever, that some means will be found to avoid extremities.

Now a word on other subjects.

I should say a few words to you on the Netherlands'

business, though you will have better intelligence from

Lord Elgin at the fountain head. It was neither a wise

nor a dignified measure in the Imperial ministers to

engage their excellent sovereigns in the apparent

chicane which is involved in the proposed clause which

they wish to add to their pacification. It is probable

that the object was to flatter Prince Kaunitz by seeming

to sanction and renew the measures and arrangements

of his ministry in the provinces ; but if the Allied Courts

had lent themselves to so strange a complaisance, I have

not a doubt that in spite of the army upon the spot, the

new fermentation would have been extreme and perma-
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nent. I liave so much faith in the Emperor's wisdom

that I think and trust he will inform himself how ill he

has been counselled, and settle the business which must

otherwise remain unsettled. It would interest you

little were I to enter into partic alars, but I think I could

show to you that if we were disposed to admit this

unbecoming clause, we should admit a mere absurdity

and nullity in its effect ; though it bears pretensions

Avhich ought not to have been brought forward. In the

meantime, I pray and trust that none of us may ever be

so ill-used in our negotiations as the Comte de Mercy

is by his employers. On this side of Europe all goes

well, except in France, where ritei^e in pejus continues

to be the prevailing principle of action. God knows

how it will end.

Nothing can be more brilliant than our position in

England, and the advantages to result from maintaining

it are such, that I dread anything that may seem to

endanger it. Notwithstanding the interruption arising

from the Spanish business,* the net revenue for 1790 was

10,000,000/. sterling,t being near 400,000/. more than

ever was known, and a degree of opulence is now circu-

lating through the country, with an unexempled energy

and activity, both in agriculture and manufactures.

Mr. Pitt is going to explain before a new committee

the general statement of revenue, of expense, of the

sinking fund, of the progress towards the reduction of

the debt, and of the actual state of commerce. In the

meantime the measures for paying the late expenses are

executing without any trouble, or any apparent sensa-

tion in the country.

There have been many reports of our sufiferings in the

East Indies. Those reports are positively disproved by

* The war lately existing in that quarter, but happily terminated.

f Little more than one-third of the present times.
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dispatches of a subsequent and recent date ; and except

that a war at any rate is a bad things we have every

reason to believe that Tippoo Sultan will have the worst

of the business. In speaking of wars^ I always have

before my eyes the concluding sentence of the history

of one of the Russian wars, " Ainsi finit cette mal-

heureuse guerre : ah ! quelle guerre ne Vest pas ?
"

SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

My Lord, Slstovo, Feh. 22nd.

Since the 20th instant, when I had the

honour to write to your Grace by a Prussian estafette,

nothing has occurred to make any external alteration

in the situation of affairs. As the Ottomans are still

without advices from their new Grand Vizier, it is

supposed that in his journey from Bosnia to Schumla,

he has taken a road far distant from this part of Bul-

garia. There is such a heavy fall of snow at this

moment, that the roads in this hilly country will

become almost impassable.

iCypher.}

It was matter of concern to me to learn yesterday,

from the Minister of Prussia, that his letters from

Berlin by the last post, afford the most con\incing

proofs of the animosity which reigns there, towards the

Court of Vienna.

I can easily conceive that the inconsistent conduct

and equivocal language of the Austrian ministry, have

given just cause for that animosity. But I cannot help

regretting that the first instructions sent to my Prus-

sian colleague are of such a nature as to remove all

probability of a conclusion of our business here, to a

very distant period.

His Prussian Majesty declares that he is not only
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resolved to refuse his guarantee to every sort of com-

mercial treaty between Austria and the Porte, (a

determination v/hich appears to me very justifiable,

and which might have been foreseen), but that he will,

in no shape, concur in the renewal or confirmation of

these treaties. If these resolutions are to be invariably

adhered to, I imagine it will be a difficult matter to

bring the Court of Vienna to subscribe to them. At

all events, on that supposition we should not advance

one step in three months, under the timid and versa-

tile management of ray Austrian colleague.

lExtract.l

My Lord, February 25th, 1791.

The affairs of the Congress are in a state of

entire suspension till the return of the couriers from

Vienna and Berlin.

[CT/jj/ier.]

The two last posts from the latter place have pro-

duced a very great change in the language of the

Prussian minister here. He now leans entirely to the

side of protection, and foretels many more obstacles

to the assembhng of the Turkish army, than the Turks

themselves. If those projected delays in our negotiation

are judged necessary for the good cause by the Court

of Berlin, I will give way with a good grace. But I

sincerely wish that the Prussian Cabinet would adopt

one settled plan of conduct with respect to this Con-

gress ; as I have had occasion to remark more than

once, that the orders from thence, by three successive

posts, are in contradiction with each other.

[Cypher.}

March 1 si, 1791.

I have talked very ingenuously to my Prussian col-

league, in regard to the frequent variations in the
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measures of liis Court ; aud lie seems convinced tliat

we must now lay down a settled plan of conduct, and

one as far conciliator}^ as rigid impartiality, and a just

attention to the dignity of om' Courts can permit

:

that Ave may expect great haughtiness and many
false reasonings from the cabinet of Prince Kaunitz

;

but that we must meet them with temper, as well as

firmness, and refute them by calm discussion.

That minister'* has promised me that if the Court of

Vienna shall embrace our preliminary project Avithout

any very material alteration, he will take upon him to

go on in that line, without any fear of being disavowed

by his sovereign. He is determined to make a point

of suppressing the preposterous clause by which Aus-

tria would assert the right of reprisals by the sword, and

when that shall be effected, has no doubt of engaging

the King of Prussia to combine with his guarantee of the

status quo, a simple ratification ofthe commercial treaties.

I am, &c.,

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTER.

Sistovo, March 2nd, 1791.

I HAVE been for this fortnight past, my dear sister,

as dull as a moulting parrot, Avho cannot even make a

noise in his cage. A paroxysm of teazing litigation

between two of my colleagues, produced, about the

middle of last month, a direct opposition of opinion,

which proved a sandbank, on which our political bark

stuck fast ; but without any danger of shipwreck.

Couriers have been sent to the master pilots at Berlin

and Vienna. Their directions are now expected every

hour, and I am persuaded that the vessel will soon be

* The Prussian Plenipotentiary.
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set afloat, and with a fair prospect of ending lier voj^age

happily. In the mean time, I have led an insipid life ;

such a life as would have tired an oyster. But what

with five German romances, three political folios, and

half a dozen French firebrand pamphlets, and a couple

of xiQvf almanacks, I have crept on through my vegetable

existence, and enriched my mind with some queer

knowledge, and a supplement to my favourite store of

nonsense ! If I were to tell my Mussulman messmates

vrhat a delight I take in nonsense, every hair of their

head would wag contempt at me. But the truth is,

that these Plenipos are so very wise, so mortally senten-

tious, and so devoid of imagination, that a facetious

cobbler is worth a score of them.

My Christian colleagues are not remarkable for plea-

santry
; yet I have heard them laugh outright (contrary

to the advice of Lord Chesterfield), and they have all

genius enough to enter into the spirit of Bm-ke's book,

which I have lent to them, and as they read English, it

has proved a real feast to each of them in his turn. The

French nation is going on to enhance the value of that

book, by plunging deeper and deeper into the slough of

anarchy. I Avas sorry to learn by a late letter from

Arbuthnot, that the democratic madness is daily gaining

ground at Geneva, and at Lausanne.

But softly, my dear Anne ! here am I wasting my
paper upon Christian follies, when I have a score of

Turkish "uncos''^ to relate. You remember in my
last that we had just deposed a Grand Vizier, and that

the Sultan had been graciously pleased to order the

poor man^s head to attend at the Sublime Porte, but

without the body ! A similar act of favour has since

been extended to the Grand Vizier^s brother, and their

two heads are now stuck on the gate of their benevolent

* Anrjlice, marvels.
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sovereign. Their goods and lands are confiscated, their

wives and children turned out to beggaryj and that tra-

gedy consummated in the true Turkish style ! The

reinstated Grand Vizier, Jusuf Pasha, is come to

Schumla,* his head-quarters (at a day's joiu'ney from

hence), and it is now his business to show that he

has a head worth keejnng on his shoulders. It was

he, Jusuf, who reduced all the towns and villages of

the Baunat of Temeswaer into heaps of ashes, three

years ago (as I told you, in my peregrination) ; and

as he likewise was kind enough to drive all the inha-

bitants of those countries, man and beast, into slavery,

he bids fair to tinge his future laurels (in whatever land

he may acquire them) with a deep shade of the crimson

dye. The possibility of preventing such devastation

makes me hold up manfully against all the miseries of a

Sistovo life, and if I am happy enough to be able to say

hereafter, to my conscience and to my friends, that I

have contributed essentially to thrust all manner of

swords, poignards, and scimitars back into their scab-

bards, my Tweeddale mutton will taste sweeter to me
than the finest venison, for the rest of my days. I have

been sadly vexed by all these procrastinations of the

salutary work, but I hold myself certain of its being

well ended here, and within a short space of time.

As to the Northern heroine, she has bought Ismail

very dear, by the loss of five or six thousand of her best

soldiers ; and in my opinion still dearer by the inhuman

butchery of almost twent}^ thousand Turks, half ofwhom
were old people, children, and women. If Russia be

determined to have another campaign, in order to thin

the ranks of the human race, I trust that the lesson to

be brought home to her Imperial Majesty will be such

an one as to leave a wholesome impression for the rest of

* Since so celebrated in the Russian invasion of Turkey.
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her reign. But I hate the very name of wars ; let ^s

talk of something else !

The great news of Sistovo^ for instance ! Our fisher-

men on the Danube caught a sort of stm-geon the other

day, and sold it to my cook ; it weighed 07ily about one

hundred and eighty English pounds—a mere trifle ! for

every inhabitant of Sistovo will take his Alcoran oath

that at Widdin, not far from hence, two sturgeon were

taken two years ago, the one of above seven, and the

other above eight hundred weight. I am a great traveller,

Anne, but as little inclined to lie as any of the tribe.

Apropos of stm'geon,—your acquaintance, the dropsical

Waiwode, is dying fast. But, alas ! another harpy is

ready to take his place.
Mavcli Zrd.

Oho ! Mrs. Anne ! here comes your manifesto of the

29th of January. It shows we are on an excellent foot-

ing of correspondence ; and that nonsense circulates as

it should do. You ask me if I pick up any of the

Saracen secrets by my occult knowledge of then' lan-

guage ? I did at first, a great many : but the cunning

plenipos took to the Persian in their private innuendos.

I am studying that language hard, and I discovered the

Beis Eff'endi saying in Persian t' other day, to the

Mollah de la Mecque, these very important words:

" Ereile penal uzimi,^^ which means, " Your tobacco is

better than mine'' I immediately saw to the bottom of

the Mahometan metaphor, employed to put me on the

wrong scent, and was sure that his Excellency said to

the Mollah, " Sir Bobert Keith has beat my arguments

out of doors, try if you can muster up any better."

It is a charming thing to possess half a hundred

languages ; and I regret much that my Erse begins to

grow rusty, but I will rub it up again, the first winter I

shall pass in Corryarick. You see I have got into the

custom of setting down my cage upon a hill—towards
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Christmas ! I intend to pass a fortnight on Mount
Haemus, which I can now see from my back windows.

But to return to my negotiations. That same nego-

tiation with the Porte which you recommend to me, in

order to obtain two tails at least before I set out, meets

my fancy mightily. It squares so cleverly with yom*

other advice about matrimony, that it deserves the most

mature consideration. But pray don^t bespeak my
bride till I am dead sure of my tails !

Did you observe in the newspapers that our brave

Emperor Leopold had the chicken-pox about a month
ago ? All Vienna, young and old, were smitten with

that distemper, but all got well again. His Emperor-

ship and the Kingships of Naples, are going to set out

in a fortnight for Italy, to install the young Duke of

Tuscany in his dominions. The King of Naples has

delighted all Germany by his unaffected cantyness.* He
laughs, and junkets, and Nimrods, and gambols, as if he

had never seen a diadem, and had not a single drop of

Bourbon bloodinhis veins. Alas! for Louis the Sixteenth!

I wonder if there wUl ever be a Louis the Seventeenth?

But I wander sadly, as aU great orators are apt to do.

To return to Imperial Leopold ; I trust that he will

bestow his ultimate fat on our business here before he

sets out for Italy. What a sad thing it Avould be to

send a political query from Sistovo to Naples, and to

wait for an answer ! All our beards would grow gre)'-

(mine is already two inches long) before we could untie

in that manner the knots of our negotiation.

Oh ! I had almost forgotten to tell you to take out

your maps and study the geography of Transylvania,

and the course of the rivers Marosch and Theiss, and

the county of Marmarosch, as I shall du^ect my coui'se

homeward that way. I shall only stop a day or two at

* Avcjlice, cheerfulness.
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Hermandstadt, and as much witli my friend the Bishop

of Groswaradin^ who is a great admirer of yours, and

inquires often and kindly for Miss Barbara Stirhng*

My love to that young lady. She shall have the hand-

somest Turkish handkerchief in my possession, and one

that is remarkable for having been thrown by the Grand

Signor in the face of his favourite damsel not a month

ago ! You shall have three or four handkerchiefs to

distribute, and if your fair paintress will accept one, it

is at her service, mats sans consequence. Pray offer my
respects to all the Buccleugh family in return for all

their goodness towards me and mine. I hope they

esteem me too much to deprive me of the happiness of

receiving and cherishing Lord Dalkeith at Vienna. I

have written to my good friend Madame la premiere

Marechale de Schoenberg at Dresden, to show him every

attention for my sake ; she will do all she can to render

his stay there agreeable. It was a real disappointment

to me to be absent from Vienna whilst Sir John Mac-

pherson (who expresses for me, though unknown, a very

flattering partiality) passed two months in that capital.

Tell his friend that Sir John and I had actually

made an appointment, at a thousand miles' distance, to

meet at my table in Vienna,, and drink a bottle together

to the health of our friends at Talisker. Sir John is

gone to Italy for the winter, but I hope to see him in

Austria a few months hence. Say everything that is

cordial from me to yom- Dowager chum,t and tell her

that she and her children are by much the best argu-

ments for tardy matrimony that I ever met with. But

you know I am to talk no more of this matter till I am
dubbed a Bashaw. Hearty good wishes to all manner

of friends. Your town of Edinburgh will be so very

* The nonagenarian grand aunt so often cordially mentioned.

+ The late Dowager Countess of Balcarres, who at the advanced age of

ninety, saw herself surrounded by a large and flourishing family.

VOL. II. C C
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geometrical, that the very dubs^ will run at right angles.

Apropos to your college—might not I in my old age,

lay a claim to be your professor of oriental languages ?

This has been a misty morning, my dear Anne, and I

have turned it to account in palavering with your

spinstership. But I must now get on my nag, and go

to eat tough mutton and shrivelled carrots with my
chum Baron Haeften, who is well in spite of bad food

and ill-digested politics. You shall have a supple-

mentary dab of my nonsense to-morrow morning; in

the mean time, " Whizzel durg quanga," that is to say

in Bulgarian, ^' Joy be with you."

March itJi.

It is fit, my dear Anne, that I should make you

acquainted with this same new Vizier, Jusuf Pasha,

who is going to make so much noise. He was born a

Georgian (not a Jacobite) Christian, and was, conse-

quently, a Whig from his cradle. He was kidnapped

from his parents at six years old, and sent to Constan-

tinople to be a slave, and thereby made his fortune

;

and that is, perhaps, the reason why he makes slaves

of all Christians he can lay his hands on. His genius

was first displayed as a rice merchant, and the Grand

Admiral, finding him sell some toothsome rice to the

fleet, advanced Jusuf to the dignity of his— pipe-

stopper ! Don't smile, Mrs. Anne,—this is a true bill;

and to a great man, who smokes tobacco sixteen hours

in the four-and-twenty, an ingenious pipe-stopper is no

indifferent personage. He stopped so well, that he did not

stop there, but became in time coffee-maker, inkstand-

carrier, purse-bearer, secretary, treasurer, and agent at

the Porte. Here he got his first tail, and was in the way

of a second, when he made a small mistake, by giving out

and believing that his old master the Captain Pasha was

* Anrjlke, gutters.
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dead, Avhen he was only in a fainting fit ; by whicli the

Grand Signer had almost been led into the other mistake

of confiscating the Grand Admiral's property just as he

came to himself again ! This caused a coldness between

the Admiral and Jusuf ; but the latter made a courtly

tergiversation^ got into the Grand Signer's service, and

acquired another tail into the bargain.

He was then Pasha of the Morea, where, with a third

tail, he did wonders ; and his old master the Captain

Pasha being absent in Egypt, who so fit to be Grand

Vizier (on a vacancy) as the Georgian Jusuf? The

Captain Pasha came back from Egypt—kissed the hem
of the Grand Vizier JusuFs garment, as in duty bound,

and wished him at the devil, as human nature com-

manded. A year after, Jusuf was disgraced, and who
became Grand Vizier, but the old Captain Pasha?

Down goes Jusuf, loAver and lower—Pasha of Widdin,

then degraded to be Pasha of Giustendil, and he might

have been once more reduced to the trade of a rice

merchant, had not the old Vizier his master chosen to

die. The tide again turns in favour of Jusuf, and the

late Grand Vizier being a blockhead, and his head

condemed to the block, in steps my Jusuf, and he, at

this moment, promises to be the saviour of the Ottoman

Empire, and the terror of Prince Potemkin ! Heaven

grant he may ! God bless the sisterhood.

R. M. K.

\JExtract.'\

SIR R. M. KEITH TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

My Lord Slstovo, March ith, 1791.

Authentic information will have been trans-

mitted to your Grace from Vienna, respecting the very

open and upright language which his Imperial Majesty

was pleased to hold to Baron Jacobi, in his audience of

the 17th February, touching the affairs of the Congress,

c c 2
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We hear the most favourable conclusions from thence,

and entertain a sanguine hope that orders will have

been sent to Baron Herbert, to adopt the most material

articles of our fulminary project, and to carry the

negotiation to a speedy conclusion. "VYe understand

the Ottomans intend to press the Imperial minister to

resume the general conferences.

iCijphc-r.}

Marcli m, 1791.

The letters brought us j^esterday from Vienna contain

several reports which were current there, respecting

the language held on the preceding Saturday, by Baron

Spielman, of a very different purport from those gracious

and conciliatory expressions, touching the affairs of

this Congress, which the sovereign himself employed

two days before towards the minister of Prussia.

Your Grace will easily conceive, that I am far from

giving credit to such reports ; as their having any

foundation in truth, would only prove that the inferior

persons in the Austrian Chancery are bold enough to

avow and to support opinions which are by no means

consistent with the declared sentiments of his Imperial

Majesty. I am much afraid, however, my lord, that

what I lately predicted, is but too likely to be verified

;

and that the haughtiness of Prince Kaunitz will find

means to counteract the upright intentions of the

Emperor. I confess that I cannot comprehend in what

manner it can be derogatory to the honour of that

monarch to acknowledge the basis laid at Reichenbach,

at the same time that he declares his readiness to fulfil

every stipulation of that convention. Should Prince

Kaunitz have prevailed, and dictated such orders to

Baron Herbert, it will be the means of throwing our

negotiation here into absolute confusion.

R. M. K.
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My Lord,
Sistovo, March istk, mi.

I can hardly express to your Grace how

irksome the suspense has been in which I have hved,

during the forii/ days which have now elapsed, since

the last general conference Avas held here. I can form

to myself no idea of the motives which engage the

Courts of Vienna and Berlin to delay the transmittal of

those orders Avhich their plenipotentiaries requested

by separate com-iers dispatched from hence on the

10th February, and who arrived at their destinations

with uncommon expedition.

The Ottoman ministers are in a very disagreeable situ-

ation, and declare that they receive frequent reproaches

from the Porte, touching the dilatory proceedings of

the Congress
;
putting us in mind of the loud complaints

we made against them for a suspension of seventeen

days, in the beginning of our negotiation, whereas above

six weeks have now elapsed, without advancing one

step, or even holding a general conference.

The mediating ministers do what they can to keep

them in good temper, in hopes that as the Emperor is

setting out for Italy, his ultimate orders to his ministers

here Avill prove satisfactory and conclusive ; as it cannot

be supposed that his Imperial Majesty will leave points

of such difficult and delicate discussion to be treated

hereafter by a correspondence between Sistovo and

Florence ! I have had a very interesting dispatch from

the King of Prussia to his minister her*^,—in which

that monarch declares his firm resolution to maintain

invariably every one of his rights acquired at Reichen-

bach, and ordering Mons. Lucchesini not to give way

in any shape to Baron Herbert^s groundless pre-

tensions. Your Grace will judge from thence of

the probability of our negotiation yet encountering

insuperable difficulties.
TJ M K
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[By Lucchesini's Conner.]

Sistovo, March 20th, 179L

My LorD;,

I seize the opportunity of the departure of a

Prussian courier for Vienna, to enter into some detail

respecting the critical state of affairs here, since the

determination of the Court of Vienna to keep this

negotiation in a state of suspense for some time longer,

has become manifest to all the ministers of the

Congress.

The Turks are more and more confirmed in their

suspicion that the Austrian ministry (either from

political -views of their own, or in compliance with the

suggestions of Russia) have resolved to leave the Porte

in doubt with regard to the issue of the negotiation, in

order to perplex the Grand Vizier in the choice of his

plan of operations for the ensuing campaign, and

perhaps with the hope of deriving advantages from the

extension of the war to other parts of Europe.

Your Grace will have learned from Vienna, and on

much better grounds than any on which I can found

a judgment at Sistovo, what have been the real

motives of Austria for her sudden and almost total

change of conduct and language. But I am well

founded in drawing, from an expression employed by

Count Cobentzel to Baron Jacobi, the conclusion that

Austria has conceived the project of retaining possession

of the conquests in Wallachia, &c., beyond the term of

the present armistice.

It appears to me on the other hand a self-evident

proposition, that nothing could be more prejudicial to

the interests of the Ottoman Empire, than to listen to

any proposal for the prolongation of that armistice.

By consenting to it the Grand Vizier's hands would

be in a great measure tied up from making an effectual



SIR ROBERT MURRAY KEITH. 391

use of those advantages which he has a right to promise

himself from an early exertion of that great military-

force, which (by an activity hitherto unknown in this

empire^ and with a profusion of expense) will be col-

lected under his standard in the course of the month

of May; an early period, when the Russian army

cannot be recruited and re-equipped after the losses of

the last campaign.

It certainly depends on the Grand Vizier to avail

himself of the undoubted right which, in regard to the

point in question, is secured to him by the express

tenor of the third article of the convention of armistice.

" Que cet armistice ne se concluant que poiu' laisser le

tems, tant a la Cour de A^ienne, et a la Porte, qu'a la Cour

de Prusse et ses allies TAngleterre et la Hollande,

d'envoyer du plenipotentiaires au Congres pour y traiter

definitivement de la paix : Et comme il est egalement

de rinteret des deux Etats d^accelerer ce grand ouvrage,

on promet de part et d'autre d'y proceder incessamment

,

et de I'achever le plutot possible ; et que meme pour

prevenir tout dilation quelconque, on s'engage a la

conclure definitivement dans I'espace de neiif mois :

de sorte que la presente acte ne sera en vigueur que du

jour de sa signature (le 19 Septembre, 1790) jusqu'a la

fin du mois de Mai, 1791."

The engagement contained in the above article being

so precise, your Grace will undoubtedly approve of my
supporting the Ottomans in their claim to its rigid

accomplishment ; if they should think proper to requii'e

the good offices and intervention of the mediating

ministers on this head.

R. M. K.
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' March 22nd.

My LorDj

A Prussian courier, dispatched from Berlin on

the 4th instant, and who leftVienna on the 1 1th, brought

me very interesting letters from both those capitals.

Your Grace is already fully informed of the state ofpublic

affairs there, which renders superfluous any attempt of

mine to throw additional light on them from hence.

All we know is, that the Austrian plenipotentiaries

have not received the instructions which have been so

long expected, and the Turkish ministers are not only

much hurt by such an unaccountable protraction, but

begin to conceive suspicions (which the mediating

ministers spare no pains to eradicate) that the Court of

Vienna has some new plan in view, little consistent

with the stipulations of the Reichenbach Convention.

[Cypher.]

The Turks are full of anxiety and mistrust, and it

must be owned that the conduct of the Austrian minis-

ters here, and of their military men in this neighbour-

hood, rather tends to strengthen than invalidate such

apprehensions. The Ottomans are every day pressing

the Prussian minister to hasten the conclusion of peace,

as they represent, (and with some reason) that the

chief object to them is the recovery of their important

provinces, and not the maintenance of a point of honour

in the formation of the treaty. The Prussian minister

has great difficulty in keeping them quiet till he shall

receive his definitive instructions.

By what Mr. Jackson writes me (in utmost confidence)

and by what I have drawn from Monsiem' Lucchesini,

I see reason to believe that Monsieur Hertzberg,* (after

holding alternately in his letters to this place, the

* Prime Minister of Prussia.
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language of inflexible firmness, and of mild pliability)

was, at tlie departure of this courier, in the humour of

yielding many points to the Austrian ministry, and

of allowing them to model the definitive treaty according

to their own pleasure.

I have told my Prussian colleague (in presence of

the Dutch minister) that as I can receive no interme-

diate orders to alter my language and conduct, I must

leave it wholly and solely to him to take possession of

the ground which shall be precisely marked out to him
in his peremptory instructions. I have declared that

I will assist him strenuously in maintaining the whole

extent of our preliminary project, if his Court judges

that to be proper. But that if he shall have orders to

relinquish that ground step by step, I shall (but Avithout

committing the honour of my sovereign) do my best to

cover his (Monsieur Lucchesini's) retreat, and to render

it as becoming as possible. "With all this, my lord, it

Avould little surprise me to find that the next letters

from Berlin breathe nothing but animosity and indig-

nation against the Court of Vienna.

I am sorry to be forced to beg of your Grace to

remark how difficult, as well as painful, my situation

must be, amidst so many variations and tergiversations

on every side ; and I regret most sincerely the neces-

sity of fatiguing your Grace with so many complaints

of that mysterious silence of the Court of Vienna, by

which the ministers of such respectable Courts are kept

in a state of irksome, and in many respects unbecoming,

inactivity.

I have the honour, &c.,

R. M. K.

[It would indeed " fatigue," and to no possible pur-

pose, even the most determined amateur of diplomacy

to wade through the continued correspondence, which
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(even during this truly " irksome " suspension of all the

beneficent objects of his mission) a sense of duty^ and

the dire necessity of chronicliug from post to post, for

his principal at home, the revolting inconsistencies, and

harassing fluctuations of his colleagues, imposed on the

deeply disgusted plenipotentiary of Britain. It has

been felt to be due to his memory, and to the honour of

England, to unveil at some length, and in his own

indignant language, his uneasiness while condemned to

breathe an atmosphere of duplicity and intrigue, above

which it is pleasing to see this veteran in Courts, but

novice in chicane, carrying unsulHed his lofty Briton's

head. No one, whether initiated, or uninitiated in

pohtics, can have perused thus far without perceiving,

that had it rested with our representative, to sweep

away by a dozen words of manly straightforward truth,

the innumerable subterfuges (whose name we shall

hereafter find was "^ legion "), the Congress of Sistovo

(on whose very threshold his able brother diplomatist.

Lord Auckland, writes that " being in such good hands

as his for allpa7'ties, it is considered as already settled ")

instead of dragging on for eight weary months, would

have been honourably and satisfactorily terminated in

as many days.

The first of the intervals during which, as Sir Robert

himself expresses it, his political bark " lay hopelessly

aground,'' may be beguiled by the introduction of one of

Lord Auckland's own able and satisfactory letters.

—

Ed.]

[Private.']

LORD AUCKLAND TO SIR R. M, KEITH.

Harjue, March 2ith, at night.

My dear Sir,

I shall send this hasty scrawl without scruple,

and under flying seal, with Lord Grenville's dispatch to
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Mr. Stratton, wlio will forward it to you. The dispatch

is so full that I will not attempt to add anything on the

subject to which it relates. It has been a corroding

circumstance to my mind to see the procrastination which

from every quarter has affected your Sistovo discussions.

It was the evident game from the first of the Emperor,

and still more of the Imperial ministers, to keep their

pacification with the Turks unsettled ; and it was there-

fore our business to finish completely -with the Emperor

everywhere, before we articulate one syllable to Russia.

It is impossible to observe without concern the incon-

sistent assurances, and unfixed and unsatisfactory

language which you have been obliged to report ; and

which, unhappily, not only for the Austrian Empire, but

for Europe, is too much in the style of everything that

has happened ever since the Emperor arrived from

Florence. Those to whose services he is indebted for

such an impression best know their own motives and

inducements. But it is beyond any powers of my mind,

when I put together many circumstances previous to

the Reichenbach Convention, during that convention

immediately subsequent to it at Vienna and Florence
;

and all the circumstances of the Hague negotiation, the

details of what is going on in the Netherlands, and all

the late accounts from Sistovo, and the versatilities of

all your conferences during your present mission—to

assign any system to such a conduct that can be stated

in terms of due decorum. It appears to be calculated

in aU its parts for the sole end of creating discontents

and fermentation in domestic affairs, and distrust and

dissatisfaction in foreign Courts. I know that an

Austrian minister, in answer to such a criticism, can in

lofty words intimate supreme contempt for the ideas of

others, and the most complacent admiration for his

own ; nevertheless, the opinion of the audience in most

theatres is more correct than that of the actors.
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It is a good and pleasant pursuit in the transactions

of human life, to endeavour to draAv good out of evil

;

and I have strong hopes that the incomprehensible con-

duct to which I allude will tend to prevent the breaking

out of new wars in Europe^ and^ in its effects^ to a general

pacification sooner than Avas expected. I Avill take

occasion to explain this by the first safe conveyance.

Meantime, I am quite unhappy for my friend Sir Robert

Keith, Avhose patience must be worn to the bone before

the end of this negotiation ; of which I see no prospect

except in the allusion conveyed in the second paragraph

of this scrawl, which I cannot explain further by this

channel. I am greatly interested in the accounts from

Sistovo, vexatious as they are. Adieu my dear Sir

Robert, preserve your health and spirits, and forward

me an instrument of pacification by the next messenger

at latest.

Believe me ever most sincerely yours,

Auckland.

sir r. m. keith to his sisters.

Slstovo, March IZrd, 1791.

N.B.—Remember I use bIacJc-ed(/ed paipev for want of

white, as our grandfather Sir James Dick took pyecrust

for want of bread.*

My flow of nonsense has been damni'd ujj for these

three weeks, my dear sisters, by an unexpected and very

vexatious litigation which took place in the Congress
;

not amongst us, the men of mediation, but among those

who are the ^jrmci^c/ parties. This caused a reference

to Berlin, Vienna, and Constantinople, and as the

return of the couriers from all those capitals has been

unaccountably delayed, we have sat with our arms

* While Provost of Edinburgh, and during a siege of the castle of

that city.
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across till they are almost benumbed. For my part^ I

have pressed^ prayed^ and urged, in every quarter ; and

at this moment I have the best reason to believe that

before Sunday next, we shall again display the olive

branch, and with the fairest hopes of planting it firmly,

in three weeks' time. Judge, my dear Anne, how

much I (who am not made to burrow four months in a

state of 'torpor on a Bulgarian hill) long for a satis-

factory conclusion, and a speedy return to my fellow-

Christians !

These Turks may be (and I allow they are) good men
and true, in point of probity, good faith, and other

unfashionable virtues ; but a duller race never vegetated

on the face of the earth. They have drawled away this

last month not in very good humour, but rather in no

humour at all; and so little bustle or sensation does the

presence of these great lords of Turkey make in this

poor village, that when we Christians wish to ascertain

their existence, we must send our dragoman to be eye-

witnesses of their smoking each a pipe with their usual

energy.

Not an incident or anecdote has enlivened Sistovo,

save only o^fire, which consumed a few Bulgarian huts

(which our piastres have helped to rebuild), and a theft

committed by a Turkish servant of my mehmandar
(you know that means " purveyor "), who was pleased

to rob his own master of a gold watch I gave him, and a

purse of money, which the mehmandar had, for greater

security, deposited in one of his old boots. The faith-

less valet was discovered, and ought to have been hanged

(because he would have let a boy belonging to my
washerwoman be hanged upon suspicion if we had not

interfered), but was only sent to the gallies. These, my
dear Anne, are the only events of my last woeful six

weeks

!

As to the Turkish inhabitants of this town, my
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acquaintance with them is not more intimate than with

the inhabitants of the SandAvich Islands, at whom I

have repeatedly stared in the prints of Cook's Voyages.

I have been looking out for antiquities and Eoman
inscriptions. By the help of my trusty companion, and

useful assistant in the copying way, Mr. Stuart, I have

discovered several. One, very curious, indeed, and in

perfect preservation, lies in the Greek churchyard,

within ten yards of the back of my house. It was

erected (and probably at a very smaU distance from the

spot where it now is) in the time of the Emperor Adrian,

to mark the precise separation between the two great

provinces of Msesia and Thrace. I believe I am a

Thracian at this moment, and I am glad of it ; for both

their men and woman had more spirit and game than

the vulgar Maesians. But I send you herewith an exact

copy of the inscription,* that you and your Edinburgh

literati may decide the question.

The weather has been very mild, and the health of

the whole Christian colony uninterrupted. I made one

excursion on horseback, to see a little of the environs,

but I found only some bleak hills on one hand, and some

tolerable vineyards on the other. Nota Bene—the law

of Mahomet against drinking wine seems to have lost

much of its authority; for though the Turks make

as if they shuddered at wine in public, many of them will

swill to any extent in private. This vice was grown to

such a height at Constantinople that the Grand Signor

thought it, two months ago, a duty of his religion to

shut up all at once the whole taverns of his capital, to

the number of many hundreds. So far well, but his

Sublimity carried the joke a little too far, for he ordered

all the notorious bibbers on whom hands could be laid,

to be sewed into sacks, and thrown into the sea ! Let

* This has unfortunately not been found,
,
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George the Third try his hand at such a bit of legislation,

and we should have a pretty uproar.

So much for Turkish sobriety—now for Ottoman

com'age. It has been a little out at elbows since the

beginning of this war, and the Russians were near

destroying the last shreds of it. But the massacre of

ten or twelve thousand Turkish women' and children at

Ismail (and above all their fathers and husbands) seems

to have awakened the old Saracen spirit^ and my
new acquaintance^ Vizier Jusuf, swears he will have

his revenge on these Eussian ruffians. And may he

have it; soon and completely, say I ! I am gladdened

with your three letters, dear Anne, since your return to

Edinburgh, and rejoice heartily at the tidings of our

mutual friends there. I triist that you keep me in the

ki7id remembrance of all these good people, and of all

my 7iears and dears, for whom my affection is wiut-

terable. Tell them they shall have all my stories at my
retm-n, slowly, circumstantially, and tediously, as

Eastern tales ought to be told—in the evening of life,

over a clear Scotch coal fire. I whisper in your ear

that in order to make my personal tale more interesting,

I have a plot to watch and waylay my Turkish damsel

with the ivhite hand so closety, that it shall go hard with

me if, before my departure, I cannot speak pertinently

as to the colour of her hoot as well as that of her fist.

And, indeed, my dear Anne, she must thank herself, if

1 do drive matters to that extremity, for all Sistovo

knows that she coquetted with me most egregiously

the day of my public entry. I have already discovered

that she lives upon the third hill, to the left hand as you

look from my window; and that, you know, is a

great deal, considering that in the straight line of

my vision there are only (and I have counted them)

two hundred and seventy-three stone walls between my
charmer and me. But you must have patience, my
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dear Anne, for boot or no boot, I am too much of a

gentleman to say a word of the matter till I am out of

the continent and turned of seventy.

I am looking out every hour for the return of a

messenger wliom I dispatched to England in the end of

January. Think what a pleasure it is, to know that

each question I find it necessary to ask at home, may be

answered within the short space of two calendar months

!

This is one of the advantages of Sistovo ; and, indeed,

they are numberless.

Marcli lull.

Well, and hearty, my dear sisters ; but out of all

patience at the unaccountable protraction of our busi-

ness ; which is to be imputed to the Austrian ministers.

We trust, however, that in eight and forty hours they

will again be completely rigged out for the joint voyage

;

and that we shall sail before the wind to our long wished-

for

—

Porte.

How glad I shall be to get back to Germany ! All

my friends at Vienna, young and old, are well. Love

to the sisterhood, and aunt Bab, and hearty wishes to

all cronies. I embrace your chum. Lady Balcarres, who,

from her fine hotel, taunts my Bulgarian hut. Health

and content be amongst you all. Adieu, my trusty

friend. God bless you, and send us a happy meeting !

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

.Sistovo, April 10th, 1791.

I WAS ready to burst with impatience, six weeks ago,

my dear sisters ; and by the greatest of all miracles I

have not exploded yet, though the retention of ink, on

the part of the cabinet of Vienna, leaves us to this hour,

full as much in the dark as ever. You plain spinsters

hp.ve no notion of the delight which Austrian ministers
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sometimes take in indulging a sort of dignified torpor,

"oliicli seems to imply—" My slumbers are deep politics

—my lead is worth other people^s gold ; I will make
all the minor politicians of Europe fidget a little—and

then, my mouth I will ope^

« And out shall fly a Trope !
"

These sublime enjoyments are above your comprehen-

sion, and above mine too ; but I dare not own it ; for we
plenipos must always make as if we understood even

the colic of a prime minister. I shrewdly surmise that

the Imperial Trope is coming, for—but I will spare you,

my dear Anne, a host of very able conjectures ! / am
well, Stuart is Avell, my heap of servitors, of all colours,

kinds, and countries, are well ; for Sistovo, though the

seat of caliginous dulness, is the healthiest hole in all

Ottonianc?a?«. I see a posse of pewter-looking piastres

beginning to be gathered by my maitre d'hotel. I shall

not throw them into the Danube (as you, my dear Anne,

seem to suspect,) but you will applaud my having no

more regard for them than becomes a beggar of the

Keith race. Proud poverty ! All Bulgaria should not

make me renounce it.

My messenger from England (who has surely been

set in the stocks somewhere, like Lear's gentleman,)

must, I dare say, be now galloping towards me on

yonder plain in Wallachia, and hurrying duly to join me.

But, as said plain is some twenty or thirty leagues

broad, without hill or hummock, he may gallop there

eight and forty hours to come, before he reaches me.

I give him a quarter of an hour longer, else—he shall

join the Turkish topers in the Bosphorus?

Ordu Cadissi, late MoUah de la Mecque, sends his

compliments to you. He is now studying geography to

know where the Baltic is, because as how, people are

going to send ships of war there. The Reis Efi'endi

VOL. II. D D
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seemed a little incredulous t'other day when I talked of

that Baltic's carrying cannon now and then on its

bosom. I found vouchers, and at length was credited.

They all know Gibraltar, and that it is a town in

England ; but, my dear Anne, (it is with grief I own

it,) not one of the three Turkish missions, consisting of

above an hundred bearded men, had ever so much as

heard of Scotland ! Judge of my mortification, t'other

day, when in a moment of jactation, I boasted of being

born in that illustrious, ancient, and powerful kingdom !

I bore that stroke, my dear Anne, as a man and a

minister ought to do !

The Grand Vizier is driving about the shores of the

Danube and Black Sea, instilling courage into his

myrmidons ; and when he sees any reason to doubt of

the effect of his eloquence, he now and then cuts off the

head of one or t'other chieftain, which assists the instil-

lation mightily. He will cross the Danube, before you,

in Princes Street, have the least suspicion of it; and

then—have at your Suwaroffs, and Kickerofifs, andAssas-

sinoffs, and all the rest of the Ismail butchers. I wish I

could see these amiable Christians get a hearty drubbing,

before I dip my pen for the last time, in the oil of olive.

I must go and dress me, for mine is the feast of the

day. I must, however, tell you beforehand, that in the

course of the last week, I have walked on my own legs,

at least an hundred and fifty

—

yards ! Formerly, I only

hopped about from one bar of my cage to the other ; I

shall re-grow an active man by little and little.

Stuart has been exceedingly busy in collecting a

pretty small family about him in his cage. He is already

in possession of two weasels, a land tortoise, and a

Danube one ; three lizards, a speckled toad, a winged

snipe, a lame hare, and he is promised (by a Boyar of

Wallachia) to have his comforts completed in a few

days, by the addition of two loolf cubs ! All these go
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to bed witli him ! He is an excellent lad^ and will one

day do honour to some great monarch as director of

his menagerie. I am all for the fair sacks ! and my
amour with white hands goes on swimmingly

!

April UtJi.

No messenger^ which vexes me j but I will amuse

you and myself, my dear Anne, by giving you a

characteristic trait of the Turkish imagination, which

I learned this morning from a German physician, who

follows the Congress. A Turkish priest, aged forty and

some years, came to him t'other day, complaining of

being very ill, and thus he explained to the doctor the

cause of his illness. " You must know," said the

priest, '^that above six years and a half ago, as I was

coming home in a fine evening, through the streets

of this town, a bloody-minded Turk, who owed me a

grudge, fired his pistol at me. He happily missed me,

and as I never saw more of him or his pistol from that

day to this, I made light of the whole matter then, and

seldom thought of it since. But a month ago, happening

to reflect on the danger I then ran, and that I ought

to have been deucedly frightened, I have now reasoned

myself into that fear which I was foolish enough not

to feel when the pistol was fired at me ; and I am now
sick and miserable in paying the debt of fright which I

have so long allowed to be scored up against me."

What say you to that, my dear Anne ? This knack

of reviving extinct terror is a dangerous prerogative.

But I have a mind to try if I can acquire, and render

useful, the reverse of the priest's nostrum ; and while

living at Sistovo I am determined to think of some of

the pleasantest scenes of my life, some six or ten years

ago; and by repassing in idea, all the enjoyment which

they ought to have afforded me, I will pay, to the last

farthing, every debt of rapture, of exquisite feeling, and

burning gratitude which any man, woman, or child in
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the universe can possibly have scored up against me.

No bad thought^ my dear Anne; and the sisterhood,

and all my old cronies, and my dear creatures, and my
benefactors, and even my flirtations, shall have twenty

shillings in the pound, I promise you. Adieu,

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

Sistovo, Aiml 27th, 1791.

So, my dear Anne, it is your will and pleasure that

I should write over again from memory, my nonsensical

letter of the 2nd December, which was turned to some

ignoble use by an Austrian corporal ! Why truly this

mandate of yours is something in the Russian style,

exceedingly barbarous, and next to impossible. But as our

political bark is still lying on her side, on the sand-bank of

Austrian stubbornness, Twill do my best to tack together,

once more, such small remnants of recollection as the

little occurrences of that date have imprinted on a waste

leaf of my memory. First then, a happy rencontre.

You must know, then, that many of my servitors left

Vienna long before me, being to glide down the

Danube, with my heavy baggage, in a large covered

bark. We had been separated two-and-thirty days,

and I knew no more about tJiem than the man in the

moon, when— and here I deplore the loss of my
quondam description—at three leagues distance down
the river, from the famous fortress of Orsova, and

immediately below the tremendous cataracts of the

Danube, at the close of day, and on a charming

meadow, fast by the river side, I spied my faithful

lords of the pantry, kitchen, and confectionery, Duretti,

Manzone, and Kaucksdorff, dancing with joy at the

approach of their laughing lord ! The inferior menials,

who were in the suite of my courtiers, did not presume
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to dance, nor to be vociferous in their congratulations

;

but they grinned dehght, and grunted hilarity^ in a

very moving manner. These good people, finding their

master well, and judging that a dish of warm tea, and

a thin slice of bread and butter, might have their

charms on the borders of Wallachia (as they used to

have at Vienna) had all these materials of enjoyment,

ready cut and dried—a very proper expression for a basin

of tea!—and after this romantic regale, we parted,

with mutual embraces, to meet no more till Sistovo.

In a quarter of an hour from thence, Ave entered into

the fertile and fleeced province of AVallachia, and in

ten minutes more, we were up to the neck in mud and

mire, and were dragged through thick and thin for

three or four miles ; which was performed upon us by

all manner of animals ; and, in three or four hours

time, we reached the human warren called the town

of Czernetz. I call it " warren," my dear Anne,

because the Wallachians are too fond of mother Earth

to content themselves with living on her lap ; but

choose to dig their habitations in her boivels. Stout

carcases, adorned with rags and despondency, distin-

guished the common people, and long silken robes,

with whiskered faces, and sly servility, marked the

abject pre-eminence of four or five Boyars, (noblemen)

who had wooden booths by way of palaces, in town : and

who, in better times looked down with pride from their

stately galleries before theii* houses (ten planks of fir deal,

supported by six tottering posts) on these miserable

ragamuffins of dependents who burrowed around them.

With one of these Boyars I lodged, and exchanged

six phrases of my Ciceronian learning against five words

of his dog Latin. I found I was a considerable loser

by the bargain, and sent his Boyarship to his bed ! So

much for itinerary details—now for Trajan^s bridge.

Was it built near Czernetz ? Was it built of stone ?
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Was it built at all ? These are tliree questions about

which the learned are divided; but in regard to all

three I boldly answer in the affirmative. The Severiner

Tower is a massive stout stone buildings almost quite

entire, between seventy and eighty feet high; and placed

there for the defence of the bridge, on the Wallachian

side (then called Dacia), against those barbarians. This

I saw from my windows, and can attest. The miserable

deep roads, and the hope of passing that way on my
return, and in fine weather, prevented my wading down

to the shore that day, but my servants, Avho in their

boat passed the place itself (and liad my orders to open

all their eyes to see distinctly) saw the two stone abut-

ments of the bridge in full preservation. They are

about thirty feet high above the water, and are built of

large square stones, but without any inscription.

Universal tradition has convinced every inhabitant of

the country that there stood Trajan^s, and not Constan-

tine's bridge ; for that a bridge stood there is incontro-

vertible. Remains of the piers have been seen at low

water, and the Emperor Charles the Sixth had a large

wooden pile drawn out of the water at that place,

which had already acquired a thin coat of petrifaction.

There are models of Trajan^s bridge extant; they make

the piers stone, with a wooden superstructure. Be that

as it may, the erection must have been a bold one, for

the Danube is there very deep, very rapid, and four

hundred and fifty toises in breadth.

There was another bridge over the Danube, below

Nicopolis, at five leagues^ distance from hence, where

the river Aluta falls into the Danube. Of this one,

hardly any vestiges remain ; but this second bridge I

suppose to be that of Constantino. Heigh ho ! my dear

Anne, I am quite exhausted with this explosion of

pontifical literature. I hope I have be-bridged you to

your heart's content

!
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Now^ to finish my rakings from the embers of my
memory^ in regard to my former' lucubration (Avhich

lighted the corporal's pipe instead of finding its way to

Princes Street) methinks I told you that the Wallachian

jargon at once salutes the ear with such a Roman twang

that no man who has studied Ruddiman's Grammar
can doubt of their descent (with many mongrel and

probably Scythian crosses in the breed) from the proud

sovereigns of the world. "A handsome woman/' is

''^formousamugera/' "I do not understand you, sir/' is

" no cape domno." In short, they know no other name
for their nation but " Rumagni ; " and the devil is in it

if their genealogy be doubtful. But if the stately

Romans could look up and see to what a dastardly race

their progeny have been reduced, by Hun, Goth, Scy-

thian, and lastly, Greek bondage, they would spit upon

them with scorn. I looked amongst the wretches who
ran alongside of my carriage to prevent its being over-

turned, for Roman features. I thought I saw some

Othos, and now and then a Galba ; but not a line of a

republican countenance to be seen among them ! But

enough—as this is not my -present letter, but my old

letter, I will begin the other on a new sheet.

Having finished, on this blessed 37th of April, my
letter to you of the 2nd of last December, I have only

one request to make to you, my dear Anne, and for

heaven's sake, not to command me to write any more of

my nonsense over again, for notwithstanding the com-

plete idleness in which I find myself at this benumbed

Congress, it is the hardest work I ever attempted in my
life. My chit-chat may be somewhat palatable at the first

seething, but it must be mawkish enough at the second

heating. Now that I find myself writing my present

letter, I feel quite another man, and that you shall see.

This country, I pronounce, is not worth living in,

because, I will venture to affirm, that there is not one
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ounce of genuine love to be found in tlie whole extent of

Bulgaria. Now, my dear friend, you know that from

my cradle upwards, I am Theodosius the Second, " All

for love, or the world well lost/' I have looked every

Turkish man whom I have met deep into the eye,

(their ladies I have taken in a different point of vicAV,)

and I have not discovered a single ray of that sensibility

which melts men's hearts (without impairing in the

least their manly courage) into that species of tender

cullibility which marries the minds as well as the bodies

of the two sexes; and by the happy transfer of authority

from the strong to the weak, renders every handsome

wife, in our hen-pecked (and consequently blessed)

Christendom, the despotic sovereign of her domestic

domain. These Mussulmen are made of iron—cold, and

rusty iron—they will not bend to happiness ; and

woman, sweet woman, (that dear, queer, irresistible,

and unriddle-able divinity) in their estimation, of little

more value or animation than a leg of mutton ! I have

proved to you on former occasions, my dear Anne, that

the Ottoman empire cannot stand long. You are noio

convinced that with such men and women in it, it does

not signify a button if it should tumble to shivers to-

morrow. I am quite of your mind, in a moral and

physical (though not in a political) light, and my third

observation shall prove why the rulers of cabinets must

keep it on its legs as long as they can.

If Turkey could tumble into the sea, good and well.

But, alas ! the case is quite otherwise. Every bit that

crumbles from its consistency falls into the clutches of

a certain northern dame, who has lately fallen into

an ugly habit of slaughtering the human race by

twenty and thirty thousand at a time, and only for the

pleasure of filling a page in a newspaper. I am bold

to say, that if we allowed that lady to proceed west-

ward, with the same humane propensities, and an.
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unconquerable thirst of acquisition, she might at length,

become a troublesome neighbour to some of our Chris-

tian princes, who are weak enough to think extirpation

but a poor amusement. Ergo—Selim the Third is to be

supported on his sublime sofa; and it has been very

properly determined that the said carnivorous lady shall

be prevailed upon to make a few retrograde steps into

her quondam boundaries. The Ottomans are to be left

to dwindle down in their own dull way, whilst her lady-

ship will be at full liberty to cut and carve her native

subjects in the manner best suited to her stout appetite.

Thus, my dear Anne, I have enlightened you on a

variety of subjects, and in such a manner that you raa}^

(and doubtless will) flash Bulgarian information on the

minds of all your choice cronies. It only remains

for me to request of you to tell their daughters and

nieces (for j^our cronies themselves are somewhat

stricken in years) that there is a great man of your

kindred, a knight, and privy-councillor, who, with all

the bloom of threescore, the wealth of a Keith, and

the vivacity of a ripe plenipo, has a formal promise

from the Grand Turk to be made a two-tailed pacha (if

not a three) in the month of June ; and Avho means

next year, about the fall of the leaf, to select to himself a

pacha-ess, amongst the meekest, mildest, and modestest

misses of Caledonia. I foresee, my dear sister, that

the throng of candidate damsels will be very great;

should it be enormous—why tell them for their comfort,

that I can obtain from my friend, the mufti, a valid

licence (and I speak it not rashly) to bring on my board

every day, three legs of matrimonial mutton instead of

one. Such are the privileges entailed on a successful

negotiator in the Ottoman empire !

Perhaps you are curious to learn some of those

domestic occurrences which peculiarly mark my living

and amusements here. Know then, that my principal
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court-yardj containiug seventeen feet in lengthy by

eleven and a half in breadth^ lias^ by the united labours

of my old and trusty servants, been lately tortured

into what they are pleased to call an English garden.

In the above space, vrith the assistance of two stunted

apple trees and one apricot ditto, together with a ragged

vine, and three rose bushes, they have furnished me
serpentine walks, shady arbours, with a due proportion

of lawn and shrubbery.

The great difficulty was—with what to soiv my garden

;

as no seed whatsoever was to be found here. These

good people at length discovered two pounds of mustard-

seed in the hands of a Greek merchant : they have

sowed the whole premises with that seed, and I trust

that with incessant industry, and the fine growing rains

we haA^e had of late, I shall have as fine a crop of

mustard-seed as any landholder in Bulgaria ! My
second gardener, Mr. Jack Ferguson, thanks you kindly

for inquiring into his parentage and education. His

sire (a lame barber in London) yielded to me this,

his only son, as valet-de-chambre, in his tenth year, and

as he has only served me for nineteen, he is the last

come servant (save one) in my numerous household.

We grow old and keep merry all together.
April 29th.

If any body asks you, my dear Anne, the state of

politics here, and that of my personal welfare, you may
show them the enclosed beautiful poem, which, I flatter

myself, will prove two things. First, that Ovid, who

bore his exile in this country in so dastardly a manner,

was a dirty fellow in comparison with your brother;

and, secondly, that the Roman poet did not understand

Hugo Grotius half so well as I do.

Adieu, my dear sisters; distribute my kisses and

compliments in manner due to all my kindred and

cronies, et vive la Bagatelle ! Adieu.

E. M. K.
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A COPY OF VERSES IN PRAISE OF THE HUMDRUM
CONGRESS,

BY A GREAT NEGOTIATOR.

I HEAR it affirmed both by friend and by foe,

That happiness cannot be found here below
;

And that to attain it, each mortal must go

With fear and with faitli, througli the wicket la hauf.

I boldly assert that the thing is not so,

Since perfect felicity, as I well know,

Is quiet vegetation, as cabbages grow—
With a stomach of iron, and a conscience like snow

;

Digesting a peace, and digesting it slow,

That each pithy word may be placed apropos,

In the form of a fence, or a palisade—

o

Round the sine qua own, and strict status quo.

Thus bless'd above all, is the sage Plenipo,

Who scribbles gay nonsense, from dull Sistovo !
^

SIR R. ai. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

Sistovo, May loth, 1791.

Our political bark, after lying three montlis on her

broadside, is again righted, and happily, my dear Anne,

her bottom has not suffered in the least. We are now
faii-ly afloat, and as soon as the rigging is overhauled,

and our provisions put in order, we shall set sail for our

blessed harbour, which we shall certainly reach in three

or four weeks' time. The whole crew is now in good

spirits, and the ren^ainder of the voyage will be pleasant

and prosperous. Metaphor apart—we shall conclude

on the 11th of June (when the armistice ends) and our

next object must be to hasten the exchange of ratifica-

tions between the contracting parties, so that we may
clench every nail in the edifice, and depart from hence,

with 7*0?/ and honour, as soon as we possibly can. It has

been a hard and irksome piece of work, my dear Anne,
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but when Te Deum is once sung for its creditable con-

clusion^ I sball think all the painful part of my public

labours fairly at an end. Our poor Turkish colleagues

have felt their heads sit loose on their shoulders for the

last two months ; but the exhilarating and positive

assurances we gave them two days ago, have nailed their

noddles fast again

!

How glad I shall be to quit this inhospitable country !

which, however, has one excellent qualitj^, that of a

wholesome climate. It will be a comfort to me, and I

hope an honour, to the end of my days, to have made
this strange campaign in politics ; and every enjoyment

in Christendom will have a double relish from my hav-

ing passed a winter in a wooden cage on a rock in

Bulgaria.

I have not yet spoken a ivord to a native of Sistovo,

but Stuart (who is an excellent political apprentice, and

at the same time a top-hand at making ducks and drakes

upon the Danube) assures me that the Turkish boys are

extremely polite in bringing him flat stones to pursue

that favourite amusement. They even permit the said

Squire Stuart, and a certain Jack Ferguson, a servitor

in my train, to shoot the sparrows in their hedges with

all manner of debonnairity . Those two traits of the

national character of the Mussulmen will have their

weight with a damsel of your penetration, and I dare

say that you will conclude from thence that a Turkish

laddie is very like a Scotch laddie, bating the breeks

and the bonnet. Your conclusion is just, my dear

Anne, but, as to their women !—I defy any part of the

world to produce such " worricows." *

You must know, my dear sister, that I have, from my
hobble -dehoyship upwards, been reckoned a tolerable

connoisseur in female beauty ; and as such I promised

* Anglice, scarecrows.
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to display my skill among these Mussul-women. But
in order to describe a race of women, I liold it to be

a necessary point either to see a few inches of their

flesh, or to have a glimpse of their features. Not a

hair^s-breadth beyond the eye, and the rest of the

sack may be filled with alabaster or Newcastle coal,

for aught I know. I have told you this before, I

believe, but it goes to my heart, and I cannot complain

of it too often ! As to speech, they have no need

of it, for they speak to nobody but their husbands,

and what the deuce can they have to say, who have no

ideas ?

I figure to myself a happy Turkish couple who have

reposed together on one sofa for a dozen years, and

worn to very rags their shreds of passion, and crumbs of

conversation, as the consummation of human misery

!

Not even a chance of strife between them. For I defy

the cleverest woman in Turkey to keep up a quarrel

with her tyrant even for half an hour, as she has nobody

but himself to complain of, or to complain to, and is a

total stranger to all the degrees of comparison ! But I

lose my temper ; and that is unbecoming in a mediating

minister. Therefore no more about those dowdies;

they are the most untempting females that ever I did

—

not see ! Now for a short chapter about self.

I am as well as your Tron Kirk with its new coat on.

I am as cheerful as any man can be, who sees from his

window the desolated plains of Wallachia, and in his

court-yard the Janissaries of despotism. By-the-by,

these Janissaries are good conditioned sort of gentry,

and agree extremely well with all my people ; nay,

though they are grave men, and whiskered men, I saw

them toother day condescend to engage with my foot-

man in an amicable battle with snow-balls; when
Turkish turbans, and Christian hats, vv^ere alternately

smitten to the ground with great dexterity.
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There is a serjeant of the Janissaries, a Saracen Turk,

of portly stature, and solemn demeanour, who has not

smiled these tAventy years, and may one day be Grand

Vizier, for aught that I know. He is a man of autho-

rity, who has all the tediousness of an emperor. Yet

(we are all /raiZ) I saw his serjeantship toother morning,

enjoying a httle childish pastime in endeavouring to

smother in the snow a poor rat, who had escaped from

one of my confectioner's sweet boxes.

You see, my dear Anne, how well I describe the

Turkish manners and government in furnishing you

with "the secrets of the Ottoman empu-e laid bare to

the meanest capacity." I forgot to tell you one im-

portant remark I have made, which is that the custom

of seeing an old cobbler veiy busy at the corner of every

street, is Turkish, as well as Christian; whence you

may draw an hypothesis upon the universality of all

good customs. The custom, however, of glass to your

windows, beds for yom^ bodies, shirts to your backs, or

any other instrument for eating [save fingers) have not

yet reached Bulgaria. They are yet unknown to the

Waiwode ! of whom it is proper you should know, in

the first place, that he farms this town from the reigning

Sultan's third sister, Hatige Sultana, (that's the lady's

name,) and pays her ten thousand pounds sterling per

annum for pin-money, and the privilege of fleecing the

inhabitants. I fancy that his worship shears them to

the quick, and therefore I tell you secondly, (and for

your comfort,) that he is dying of dropsy ! But alas !

another Waiwode will buy them of our friend Hatige,

and shorn they will be, to the end of the chapter.

You are so much of a Mahometan, my dear Anne, as

to be perfectly acquainted with the penitential moon of

Eamazan, in the midst of which we now are. No
Mussulman can, during this month, either eat, drink,

or smoke tobacco, whilst the sun is above the horizon

;



SIR EGBERT MURRAY KEITH. 415

nay, the abstinence is so rigid, that a Turk dare not

wet his parched throat by swallowing his spittle. To
encounter these castigations manfully (and particularly

the privation of the 2Jipe, which to them is the worst of

all,) our friends, the plenipotentiaries, have adopted the

sage resolution of sleeping all day, and indulging their

appetites in the night. However, such is the public

spirit of their Excellencies, that on our proposing to

them the renewal of the general conferences, they nobly

offered to face the abstemious sun from ten in the

morning till four in the afternoon, three days in every

week ! You may therefore, my dear sisters, lay your

account with our being at the eve of our signature by the

time this letter reaches Princes Street.

In the mean time, let the newspapers amuse them-

selves as they have hitherto done, with forging a number

of idle tales about our Congress, which, indeed, never

had, nor will have, its felloiv.

Amongst the oddities of it, there is one which I must

mention. We are (including Turks) eight ministers

—

men of expense, full of money and of health, and we
shall soon have ended our sixth month of residence in

Bulgaria ; during all which time not one of us has ever

set his foot in coach, chaise, or carriage of any sort.

Such a pedestrian Congress never existed in the annals

of modern history

!

We have been fed from Vienna, Hermanstadt in

Transylvania, Bucharest, and Constantinople ; this town

producing little else than excellent water and good

fish. Our wines have been from all the kingdoms of

Eiu'ope ; our pheasants from Hungary, our capons

from Styria, our oranges and lemons from the Islands

of Scio and Naxos; and to crown all our Lucullan

luxury—the King of Naples once sent us a piece of

roasted veal (true, my dear Anne, though very like a

monstrous lie
!
) from Sorrento, in the neighbourhood
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of Naples.* Ay—and the veal arrived as sweet and

good as ever was tasted ! You, my dear Anne, have

read this paragraph to half a score of your cronies, and

not one of them believes it ; why, let them come to

Sistovo, if they dare,—or go to Sorrento—if they prefer

it—to convict me !

But since I am in the humour of telling you marvels,

here goes another. We are about a liundred Christians

here, (I mean real not Greek Christians) and there are

five and twenty thousand Turkish inhabitants in Sistovo.

Now I pawn my credit, that no one man of us ever

held one minute's conversation, or had the smallest

grain of social intercourse, with a single Sistovite, male

or female. The fair sacks are now become brovjnish in

their garments, instead of jet black. But if any one of

us or our attendants dares to boast of having seen with,

his own eyes, the first hair's-breadth of a Mussulwoman's

nose, I brand him to the public as a vain-glorious

vaunter. A more decorous Congress, therefore, than

this has been, the world never saw.

You, my dear Anne, have a few valuable acquaint-

ances in this town, and you will expect some particulars

concerning them. The amiable gentleman who stole

my Mehmandar's watch and purse, is now chained to a

wheelbarrow at Widdin; and your dropsical admirer,

the quondam Waiwode, is gone on a visit to the Grand

Vizier. You will recollect that I told you, that in

proportion as the tympany increased in the carcase of

his Waiwodeship, his purse swelled at a monstrous rate

by the heavy exactions squeezed from the poor Sistovites.

The Grand Vizier (being probably determined to free

the Waiwode from both these incumbrances at once)

had the goodness to insist on his going to pass a few

days in his camp, where both the tappings are now

• What would Sir R. M. Keith's Maitre rf' Hotel have thought of

salmon aud grouse arriving in prime order in the East Indies \
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performing, and I will answer for the success of the

pecuniary evacuation. My love with the white hand

has been sent on a pilgrimage to Mecca, to save her

from the danger of our mutual passion : which indeed

had risen to a most perilous height, especially on her

side. My faithful Achates, the Honourable Captain

William Stuart, desires his love to you. His young

wolves have devoured his favourite falcon, and two of

his tortoises ; his jiet fox plays like a kitten, and now
and then breakfasts on one of my chickens. His Turkish

horse does not run away with him above twice a Aveek.

His chu7n, Mehemet, (one of my Janissaries) having

gone to the wars, he has taken mightily, of late, to

another of these warriors, who is constantly about the

house, and who is as proper looking an Ottoman as one

can wish to see. Jack Ferguson has purchased a deadly

Turkish gun, with which he has slain three—sparrows !

and, in short, my dear Anne, we have all been keenly

active, every one i7i his ivay.

May 17 th.

My preceding sheet of my own Keith nonsense being

happily filled with hardly a dash of politics, I am not

fool enough to engage this morning in a detail of

changes in England, with which you are acquainted

tAVO months ere they can reach me. With the assur-

ance (in confidence) that I can be no loser by any of

them, I bid you heartily adieu !

E. M. K.

Huzzah ! great joy on Bessy •'s son and heir !

Your letter just arrived.

E E
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SIR K. M. KEITH TO THE DUKE OF LEEDS.

Sistovo, May 1 dth.

My Lord,

I am to acknowledge the receipt of your

Grace's dispatch, No. 2,* giving me notice that the

instrument of his Majesty's full power, containing the

Emperor's title, had heen sent by a messenger to

Vienna. Mr. Stratton has duly forwarded it to me
by a Prussian courier.

I flatter myself that your Grace's instructions will

soon be conveyed to me, relative to the various diffi-

culties which have been started during the course of

this negotiation : in regard to which my conduct must

necessarily be regulated by the King's commands.

Without troubling your Grace with a recapitulation

of all these points, I beg leave to observe that the form

and tenor of the futui'e treaty, comprehending an

acknowledgment of the Reichenbach Convention as its

basis, or wholly omitting that acknowledgment; and

likewise the King's determination to grant, in whole or

in part, his guarantee of the said treaty, or to refuse

that sanction entirely, are matters of so great import-

ance, that a decision concerning them cannot possibly

be supposed to rest in my breast.

My eager impatience to receive these instructions is

redoubled by the notification made to us yesterday,

by the Austrian ministers, that our business will be

resumed in a few days, and will probably be carried

on with expedition. "Whilst I remain deprived of those

* This No. of itself (the dispatch it alludes to being one of mere form)

will show, that whether from the indolent apathy which had so long pre-

vailed regarding foreign politics, or the more honourable motive of con-

fidence in a long tried servant of the Crown, Sir R. M. Keith had been

left from December to May, without one line from his pi'incipal, to direct

him in an intricate and important negotiation.
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orders wliicli ought alone to guide my conduct in this

ireighty business, my situation must be exceedingly

distressing. Should it unfortunately happen that the

King's commands do not come to my hands before

the renewal of the general conferences, I have already

taken the liberty of informing your Grace (in my pre-

ceding letters) that in order to prevent a prolongation

of this negotiation, which it is the general interest to

bring to a speedy conclusion, I shall conform myself

to'' the measures prescribed by his Prussian majesty to

his minister here, in consequence of the explanation

and compromise which have taken place between the

Courts of Vienna and Berlin.

In pursuing such a line of conduct, I should hope

to stand perfectly justified in the eyes of my superiors.

Eut, my lord, there exists one point in which I find

myself obliged to maintain a direct opposition to the

sentiments of my Prussian colleague here, who assures

me he has orders to insist peremptorily on an equality

of precedence between his sovereign and the King of

Great Britain.

In my letters of the '^Ist December, 1790, and the

25th of last March, I made it my earnest request of

your Grace to be honoured with the King's commands

for the admission or rejection of that claim, but am still

without any answer. Through the kindness of Lord

Auckland I am noiv informed that Count Keller, who had

set up the same pretensions at the Hague, had thought

proper to withdraw it ; and that, consequently, the pre-

cedent Marquis Lucchesini had endeavoured to establish,

and to which (as prescribed by your Grace) I should

have cheerfully conformed, as a fresh proof of the King's

friendship for his Prussian Majesty, is unwarranted.

I shall be extremely sorry if this point (should your

Grace's instructions not arrive before the signature)

should create at that period, any difficulty, by the

E E 2
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Prussian minister persisting in a claim^ in regard to

which it can in no shape depend on me to depart^ even

in the smallest degree, from an incontrovertible example,

so recently set to us both at the Hague.

I have the honour to be,

E. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Skioro, May 19t7i, 179L
My Lord,

I had yesterday the honour to receive your

lordship's dispatch of the 22nd April, acquainting me
that his Majesty had been pleased, upon the resignation

of the Duke of Leeds, to intrust the seals of the depart-

ment for Foreign Affairs to your lordship.

I beg leave to congratulate your lordship on this

new proof of his Majesty's favour and confidence.

I shall continue to endeavour, by my assiduous zeal

for the advancement of the King's service, and punctual

adherence to your lordship's instructions, to show

myself deserving of your good opinion ; and it will be

matter of infinite satisfaction to me to be speedily

favoured with those orders which are indispensably

necessary for my guidance and direction in the present

negotiation.

The Austrian minister acquainted us yesterday that

they should be ready to meet the Turkish plenipoten-

tiaries on Thursday next, in Congress, and they invited

us (the mediating ministers) to a previous and separate

conference on Wednesday. From the language held

to us by the Imperial ministries (since the arrival of

their instructions fi-om Vienna) we have the best reason

to believe that they are charged to carry on our

negotiation in an amicable and expeditious manner;

and their personal dispositions appear to correspond
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perfectly with these directions. We take it for granted

that the substance of the definitive treaty Avhich they

are authorised to propose in Congress, Avill be strictly

consonant to the spirit (and even letter) of the Con-

vention of Reichenbach. The only points on which we

presage some difficulty, are the length of time they

mean to allow for the exchange of ratifications : and

(as the Prussian letters from Vienna hint) a subsequent

term of tioo months for the evacuation of Wallachia,

&c. It may easily be conceived that the interests

of the Porte will naturally induce plenipotentiaries to

employ their utmost eftorts to shorten the duration

of both.

I have the honour to be,

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Slstovo, May 1 9tJi, 1791. '

My Lord,

In the conference yesterday between the medi-

ating ministers and those of Vienna, Baron Haeften

made known to us that in pursuance of the orders sent to

him and his colleague from Vienna, he would in the

general meeting of the Congress (as this day) read to

the mediators in French, and to the Ottomans in the

Turkish language, the Avhole of the proposed treaty,

containing eighteen articles, such as it had been sent

to them. That he wished to put the Ottomans in

complete possession of the entire treaty at once ; that

their remarks, their possible objections, or unreserved

acquiescence, might be the result of complete informa-

tion. The mediators joined with the Imperialists in

opinion that the communication of the entire treaty

in the first place, would greatly facilitate the sequel

of the negotiation. But they thought it, however,
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necessary to stipulate that the silence of the Ottoman

plenipotentiaries between the reading of each article,

should in no shape be construed as an approbation or

acquiescence on their part; and that the agreement

to hear the whole treaty to an end at one sitting^

should not impair in the smallest degree, their unques-

tionable right of debating, impugning, or finally reject-

ing, any one of the articles which should seem to them
inadmissible. This point being agreed to on the part

of the Austrian minister, we gave the Ottomans precise

information of our previous reserve in their favour, of

every possible right pertaining to their ministerial

character.

The Congress met this morning, and the whole treaty,

of which I send your lordship inclosed a complete and

authentic copy, was read, article by article, in French

and in Turkish. The Ottomans made no observations

whatever on its contents, but declared they w'ould take

them into consideration, and give notice to the media-

tors when they should be ready again to meet them in

Congress.

The treaty, my lord, contains much new matter, but I

shall not presume to make any hasty commentary on it.

Your lordship will judge in how far its tenor requires

the most speedy conveyance of directions and instruc-

tions to me. Should they, unhappily, not arrive before

the time at which the signature of peace may appear to

his Prussian Majesty absolutely necessary for the good of

the common cause, I am confident that your lordship

will think me perfectly justifiable in regulating my con-

duct by the directions which that monarch shall send to

his minister here
; provided they do not contradict my

original, and hitherto sole instructions. But even in

this case, of my being obliged to sign the treaty without

any new order from, your lordship, I shall hold it my
duty to sign, as mediator, sub spe rati.
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After the Turks had left the Congress chamberj we

remarked to Baron Herbert that in the eighteenth

article^ no sort of mention was made of the future ratifi-

cations of the mediating powers, or their exchange, as

had been the practice in all treaties, even where no

guarantee was granted. Baron Herbert said, that in

his orders from Vienna that point was wholly omitted.

That he would therefore transmit this day to Prince

Kaunitz the very proper remark we had made, and

expect by return ofpost the Prince's answer.

I have the honoui", &c.,

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Sistovo, May 2Qth.

My Lord,

The messenger Shaw delivered into my hands

at eleven o'clock last night your lordship's dispatch

No. 3, which, I presume, ought to have been marked

No. 2, as I have received* no official dispatch since

your No. 1, dated on the 22nd April. I feel myself

essentially indebted to your lordship for the very clear

and ample instructions which that dispatch contains

;

and you may rely on my exerting the utmost efforts of

zeal and assiduity in pursuing the important objects

which they give me in charge.

I must crave your lordship's indulgence for confining

myself, by this day's post, to the bare acknowledgment

of these directions, as it will be necessary for me to

have more than one conversation with my colleagues

in the mediation, before I can collect such lights in

* It is impossible to avoid contrasting the three dispatcJiCS within as

many weeks (and those too immediately on entering upon a new and

extensive office), of Sir R. M. K.'s " new principal "—with the none in

five months of his predecessor.
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respect to the actual sentiments of their Courts^ and

tlie tenor of their latest orders, as can enable me to lay

before your lordship a fail' state of the means to be

employed, and of the degree of co-operation I have to

expect from these ministers, in carrying the King's

orders into effect. I am in hopes that in a day or two,

a messenger from Berlin will bring to my Prussian col-

league fresh instructions, in consequence of Mr. Ewart's

commission ; as also letters to me from that gentleman,

with such information relative to the present wishes of

the Prussian Cabinet as will be of great advantage to

me. In the meantime I enclose to your lordship a

copy (sent to me by Monsieur Lucchesini, not an hour

ago) of Prince Kaunitz's dispatch to Prince Reuss ; and

your lordship will see what a ivide field for debate and

negotiation may be laid open to it, should Prussia

adopt it, as the ground-work of a claim to equivalent

compensation.

[Human patience (at least as dealt out to any, save

mediating ministers) would iail in pursuing, as well as

any, save diplomatic slaves ofthe lamp, would shrink from

tracing the v/indings of that maze of novel subtleties in

which Austrian chicane sought, in the renewed con-

ferences, to entangle the dogged, but far more honest

disciples of Mahomet. And when the object of these

manoeuvres, worthy of the Jesuit-education of their

author, is seen to be some petty deviation in the pro-

posed line of frontier between the empires, a matter of

" sport," or at least little moment, to the Emperor,

while its concession might have been " death" to the

poor trembling Turkish negotiators—their new-born

firmness (the result of desperation) and the care of the

mediators not to see them over-reached, while the faith

of their own Courts was pledged for fair and equal

dealing, can alone reconcile any one to the details of

daijs of dismal litigation, the salient points of which
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(ill justice to one doomed^ as best lie mighty to sit them

out) must be very briefly given.

—

Ed.]

On May 23rd, Sir E. M. Keith thus writes :

—

" The Turks are preparing a strong protest against

the Austrian claims beyond the status quo, and think

that the safety of their heads depends on bringing it

forward, even before they receive first orders from the

Sultan. Your lordship will see (from Sir Robert

Ainslie's dispatches) how very averse the Porte is to

any prolongation of the armistice. My Prussian col-

league is not less so." [On May 21th a fresh combus-

tible was cast into Congress by a supposed infraction

of neutrality on the part of a Turkish commander,

which cost the mediators an express and remonstrance

to Constantinople, and was of course made the most of

by the Austrians.

This point settled, by a strong disclaimer on their

part of all ideas of clandestine hostility, the Turks

entered on a manly and nearly unanswerable repu-

diation of the new stipulations of the proposed treaty.]

" This gave rise," says Sir Robert, " to a long and sharp

altercation; and Baron Herbert entered on an artful

but feeble and prolix deduction of what he termed the

just foundation ofthose claims. All this was drawn out to

immoderate length, and more than over-balanced by

observations (not very apposite) from Count Esterhazy."

[Nor would even its brief and masterly summary,

however necessarily inflicted on Lord Grenville, at all

interest even the political reader. After many a rejoinder,

and many a digression, from which the mediators had all

the trouble in the world in bringing the parties back,

they were requested by the Turks to give their opinion

as to the compatibility of the Austrian demands with

the principle of the strict status quo.']

" The mediators, however," adds Sir Robert, with his

usual wisdom and temper, '' thinking that after a sitting
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of four liours, and wliilst the minds of the ministers of

the contracting parties were not a little heated, a further

discussion to which this answer must necessarily give

rise, would be httle conducive to the main object of

conciliation, desired time to compare the treaties in

question, and to weigh the arguments on both sides

before they gave an answer."

It will not be wondered that the very letter of

May 29th (acknowledging the receipt of another dis-

patch) contains this bit of cypher

:

—
" I find it a difficult task to prevent misunderstand-

ings; but I shall exert every effort in my power to

prevent the negotiation being again suspended."

On the 30th, Sir E-obert thus reports

—

^^The mediating ministers, \\?c\Arv^ jointly drawn up a

written answer (of which I send a copy,) to the refer-

ence made to us by the Ottoman ministers, we thought

it highly expedient to hold a short conference on Satur-

day with the Austrians, previous to the meeting in Con-

gress. We sought the opportunity of employing our

good offices, and the most persuasive arguments we

were masters of, in the language of friendly expostula-

tion to engage those ministers to adhere, much more

strictly than they had done in the minute of the pro-

posed treaty, to the status quo ante helium, which the

Turks had adopted (under a convention guaranteed by

our three Courts as the rigid measure of reciprocal

restitution, and renewal of all antecedent engagements."

Then follow the technical arguments, unintelligible

without maps, and of the most merely local interest,

yet conclusive, in their manly straightforwardness, to

the meanest capacity.

" To these reasonings," continues Sir Robert, " Baron

Herbert opposed nothing, I am sorry to be under the

necessity of declaring—but the most flimsy and ill-

grounded subterfuges; and these too, urged with a
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degree of intemperate heatj both in expression and

manner, whicli little became liis ministerial functions.

The mediators made to those futile and acrimonious

allegations, the calm and dignified reply which they

called forth. To put a stop to such unsuitable proceed-

ings, I thought proper to show that the note verbale of

Prince Reuss, and the answer delivered to it by the

Com-t of Berlin, had fixed, by mutual agreement, the

status quo ante bellum, as the sole rule here, in respect

to restitution."

When Baron Herbert had read both these papers, (as

given him by Count Lucchesini,) he said, (and I am
desirous even to soften his expressions) " that no minis-

terial offices between his Court and Prussia, nor any

arguments deduced by the mediation, could have weight

in his opinion, or influence on his conduct ! That he

and his colleague (who had maintained a perfect silence)

acted under special and unalterable orders from their

Court, and that they would not proceed to the article of

restitution of conquests, till their demands, (being a

sine qua non of the conclusion so much wished for)

should be granted." Our conference thus ended without

the smallest eff'ect.

The mediators, being resolved to fulfil, without ex-

ception, every duty of their conciliatory functions, held

a separate conference with the Ottomans, immediately

after. We communicated to them the ill success of our

conversation with the Austrians, and recommended

them to take into consideration the situation of their

affairs, together with the very short duration of the

armistice ; in order to have their answer prepared to the

positive language they would soon hear employed in the

Congress chamber, by the Imperial plenipotentiaries.

The Turks expressed surprise and concern, but showed

a considerable degree of firmness. They said they would

hear the Austrians, and draw from the peremptory
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declaration tLey bad expressed themselves ready to

make ^?^ writing, what they might have to send to the

Grand Vizier, and to the Porte ; but that they would

offer no reply in the approaching general conference.

It passed, of course, in useless reiteration on Baron

Herbert's part, of "not receding a hair's breadth," and

in silence on that of the Turks—while the mediator

concludes his dispatch. " Such, my lord, is the state

of our negotiation, which is drawing very fast to a

decisive crisis."

R. M. K.

SIR R. 31. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Sistovo, May 30th.

My Lord,

In obedience to the very ample instructions

which have been forwarded to me from Berlin by a

Prussian courier, I have concerted everything with my
Prussian colleague, in exact conformity to the directions

which have been sent to us in common. I shall send

back Sir Robert Ainslie's janissary the day after to-

morrow to Constantinople, with Mr. Ewart's letter to his

Excellency, accompanied with all the lights which my
pen can throw on the subjects in question. I venture to

assure your lordship that the utmost circumspection

as well as diligence, will be employed by Marquis Luc-

chesini and me in pursuance of every object which we

have in charge. We agree perfectly in opinion, both

in regard to these matters themselves and to the most

proper manner of treating them. It has been at the

earnest request of that minister that I have deferred the

proposal in Congress, of a short prolongation of the

suspension of arms. We received by courier, on Friday

night, explicit orders from his Prussian Majesty, to

declare, in the name of that monarch, that he has the
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firmest reliance on the Emperor's promise to restore

all liis conquests^ without exception ; and he therefore

expects and requires the most rigid adherence to the

principles of the status quo ante bellum. This instruc-

tion, which my Prussian colleague intends to fulfil to-

morrow (but with as little harshness as possible), Avill

drive the Austrians to the necessity of yielding, or of

asking time to obtain fresh orders from Vienna. In the

latter case, the proposal of a prolongation must come

from them ; and the blame of a new protraction will lie

solely at their door.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

E. M. K.

[By Prussian Messenger.']

Slstovo, June ith,llQ\.

My Lord,

I have reserved for this conveyance of a Prus-

sian messenger the report of what has passed here in the

last few days. On Wednesday, IMarquis Lucchesini

went alone to wait on Count Esterhazy and Baron Her-

bert, separately, to give them notice in the most polite

terms, and in a confidential manner, that unless they

were authorised to recede from the new pretensions set

^^p in the minute of the treaty, he should find himself

under the disagreeable necessity of opposing their admis-

sion, by executing the express order of his sovereign,

and making a formal declaration in Congress (to the

eff'ect mentioned in my last letter of 30th May) that

his Majesty, relying implicitly on the Emperor's formal

engagement, and recent promise to restore all his con-

quests at the peace, without any exception ivhatever, did

now expect and require that everything should be con-

cluded in exact conformity with the status quo ante

bellum.
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The Austrian ministers^ each in his way (Count Ester-

hazy as a frank and Uberal gentleman, Monsieur Her-

bert as an old practitioner in litigious pohtics) expressed

their sense of the attention paid to them by the Prus-

sian minister, in giving them in so obliging a manner,

this previous information of a resolution on the part of

his sovereign which could not fail to give them great

concern. Each of these ministers concluded by assuring

Marquis Lucchesini that they acted under peremptory

orders, and could not recede an inch from the demands

of their Coiu-t.

This important step being taken by the Prussian

minister, Ave had reason to expect that the conference

on Thursday would prove exceedingly interesting.

\By Prussian Courier.]

June 7th, 1791.

My Lord,

The vexatious incidents in our negotiation

here have been so rapid and unexpected, within these

three days, that the short interval between the confer-

ences does not at present admit of my entering into

minute details of those proceedings. I shall send your

lordship in a few days the complete protocols. In the

meantime, I can only express my sincere concern for

the unfortunate turn which those affairs have suddenly

taken, and beg your indulgence for restricting myself to

the succinct Journal of the Congress.

In the night of Sunday a Tartar courier, from Con-

stantinople to the Keis Effendi, brought me a letter

from Sir Eobert Ainslie, which I transmit in its original

for your lordship's information. Letters of the same

import were sent to my Prussian colleague.*

* In explanation of this, and the preceding letter, it may be men-

tioned, that the ministers of Great Britain and Prussia at Sistovo were at

this time jointly and actively employed in accelerating at the Porte, the

peace between Turkey and Russia.
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We spoke before the opening of the Congress to

Prince Morusi, chief dragoman of the Porte^ who

assured us that the orders brought to the Turkish ple-

nipotentiaries were as peremptory as jjossihle. We
begged of him to prepare the Ottomans to listen to the

request of the mediators^ that they would consent to a

short prolongation of the armistice, as a mark of consi-

deration which the allied Coui'ts had a right to expect

from the Porte. This he promised to do, but without

foretelling the least probabihty of success.

When all parties were met in Congress, the Turks

began by repeating their hopes that the Austrians

would, at length, give way to the incontrovertible argu-

ments they, the Turks, had alleged.

Baron Herbert (who, for the last ten days, has assumed

a high and dictatorial tone) replied by a haughty nega-

tive. This was followed by an acrimonious litigation

(too long to be repeated), in which the Turks had the

better in every argument.

Baron Herbert was once more asked by the adverse

party, why, if the Emperor had any remaining rights

(beyond the renewal of all treaties, &c.), he had not

reserved them in the original convention, or, at least,

brought them frankly forward at the commencement of

the negotiation ?

The Baron (ever fond of immortalising his State

papers) produced another writing, of which I send an

exact copy (marked A.)

In the course of a few minutes each of the contending

parties reached the utmost limits of their instructions

;

the Austrians declaring that they would not recede an

inch from their demands, and the Ottomans rejecting

with determined resolution, all these new pretensions.

At this stage of the business, and when the Turks had

already made a motion to put an end to the conference,

Monsieur Lucchesini found himself under the necessity
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of delivering, and entering in the Protocol the declaration,

in his sovereign's name, which he had so frequently

announced (B.) In concluding this ministerial office,

the Prussian Envoy addressed himself to Baron Haeften,

and to me ; claiming our concurrence, in Adrtue of the

guarantee of the status quo.

I professed, in a few conciliatory phrases, my most

earnest desire to fulfil with unabated zeal every duty of

a mediator, and my unalterable reliance on the just and

liberal principles of all the Princes who had a share

in these engagements, or in our negotiation for the

restoration of a peace so important to both empires, and

which had been brought so nigh to a conclusion. I

then read and delivered to the Secretary of the Congress

the short declaration here inclosed (marked C.)

Baron Haeften added (by word of mouth) two or three

sentences, which I have extracted from the Journal and

enclosed (marked D.)

The Austrian ministers then proposed to retire to

their chamber and prepare an answer in writing, which

they did; and I join that reply to the enclosure

(marked E.)

After this the same strong (and even hard) negatives

were repeated by each of the principal parties. When
I saw that all hope of accommodation by our amicable

intervention in public conference was at an end, I claimed

the right of the mediation to hold immediate and sepa-

rate meetings with the ministers of each empire. This

was agreed to—the parties separated, and we went first to

the Austrians. I made known to them the deep concern

with which we saw the hope of peace vanishing, in an

unaccountable manner, by a total change of language

on the part of their Court. We found the Imperialists

from the first moment, utterly averse to the extension of

the armistice, and notwithstanding all that IMonsieur

Lucchesini and Baron Haeften could allege in support
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of my arguments, both Baron Herbert and Count

Esterhazy repeated, and gave in writing, that unless the

Turks would formally accept the first seven articles of

the proposed treaty (containing all the cessions in

favour of Austria) they had no authority whatever to

agree to any prolongation of the armistice.

I then laid aside the tone of ministerial conference,

and the use of a secretary (for all the above long con-

vention was committed to writing), and addressed myself

as an individual to the ImperiaHsts to press the matter

home to them, as men employed in the salutary work

of peace. They then owned to us in confidence (and in

their private capacity only), that they had authentic

information of positive orders having been given to the

Austrian generals in Wallachia, and on all the Turkish

frontiers, to remain entirely on the defensive, even after

the exinration of the armistice.

I asked them if they would authorise me to make a

declaration of this, as from them, and with a view to

engage the Turks to give similar and strict orders

throughout their whole army (as at Passarowitz, when

the whole peace had been negotiated without any formal

suspension of arms.)

The Imperialists declared that they would have no

such proposition carried in their name to the Turks. Yet

they did justice to our motives, and said that such an

intervention would well become our public and private

characters.

With this feeble (but last) expedient we went to the

Ottomans, and used all our eloquence to bring them to

be the proposers of the prolongation of armistice, think-

ing that in this form the proposition might be accepted

by the others.

But this the Turks resolutely refused j affirming that

their orders were positive to listen to no proposal of that

nature—that their right was clear, the duplicity of their
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adversary undeniable; that tlie Porte would be no

longer the dupe of Austrian tergiversation ; that they,

according to the spirit of these instructions, and nature

of their Government, must obey implicitly, and pos-

sessed no right of mitigating the purport of express

commands.

In the last extremity, we told the Turks that we, the

mediators, would apply directly to the Grand Vizier

through Colonel Goetze, to obtain an effectual, though

not formal suspension of hostilities for a short time.

They agreed to send a Tartar with our letter, but would

not take upon them to prognosticate a favourable reply !

We appointed another general conference for to-day,

and put an end to the laborious work of seven liours of

ineffectual efforts to fulfil the orders of our sovereign,

and serve the cause of humanity.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

E. M. K.

[No. 62.

—

By Prussian Mcsscnr/er.}

Sistovo, June 7ih.

My Lord,

My preceding No. was written with the inten-

tion of forwarding it by this day's post, but the violent

proceedings of the Austrian ministers in the meeting of

this morning having made it absolutely necessary for

the Prussian minister to dispatch a messenger to BerKn,

I shall send by him these two letters, to be forwarded

to Whitehall should any safe opportunity occur, if not,

to be taken up by the messenger Shaw, whom I shall

send off to England on Thuj'sday night, with the result

of the last conference (at least for a time) of this

Congress.

The conference of this morning was opened by a few

words I made use of to express my ardent wish that in

a chamber dedicated to pacification, the work of this
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day might forv/arcl the attainment of that most desirable

object. The Ottomans offered to sign the peace instantly,

conformably to the status quo, and appealed to the

justice of the Supreme Being for the truth of their uni-

form adherence to one principle ; calhng, at the same

time^ for the wrath of Heaven to punish those who had

swerved from that straight line of conduct.

Similar reproaches were bandied back and forward

several times^ when Baron Herbert produced from his

inexhaustible pocket a paper, a copy of which I inclose.

I have only to remark, that the words in it, " Sans

rompre le Congres" were added to the original on my
representation. "We told them we would consider its

purport a few minutes, and the Imperialists left us.

We sent for the dragoman of the Porte, Prince

Morusi, to give him notice of the resolution taken by

the Austrian ministers to return to Bucharest on

Thursday ; and we desired him to inquire and to inform

us what answer the Ottomans would give to such a

declaration, which (though highly disagreeable at the

present moment) was conformable to precedents esta-

bhshed by European Powers at various Congresses.

He brought us back more than one Oriental idea,

conceived by the Turkish ministers ; the last and most

feasible of which was, that they would repair to the

Congress chamber every day of the remaining four, till

the expiration of the armistice. That on the last of

those days, if they had not the pleasure of meeting the

Austrians in Congress, they would deposit in the hands

of the mediators their final declaration, and appeal to all

Europe. The Turks being exceedingly tenacious of this

idea, we acquiesced in it.

Being again assembled in Congress, M. Herbert read

his farewell paper, and M. Lucchesini the above men-

tioned note. At the conclusion of the latter, I spoke

these words, " Comme ministre mediateur, je ne puis

F F 2
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qu'exprimer et nouiTir les memes esperances." Baron

Haeften expressed tlie same hopes. Thus ended the

business of the daj'^j leaving us little hope of a favourable

issue. Happy shall I be to announce a better under-

standing between the Courts of Vienna and Berlin, till

when our present labours must remain suspended.

I beg leave to add one remark, which I am confident

is well founded. The Congress of Sistovo has for the

last two months and more, been tm-ned to various pur-

poses by the secret ascendancy of the higher powers,

and their negotiators have been mere puppets. I am
persuaded your lordship has already turned an eye to

Petersburgh for all the springs which gave rise to so

many desultory directions, and have now put a stop to

our motions.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

E. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Sistovo, June 9th,l79\. ]"

My Lord,

At the same time that I cannot help deploring

the prospect now before us, of an unhappy termination

of our negotiation, owing to the unjustifiable conduct

of the cabinet of Vienna—the respect I owe to the

character and dignity of their sovereign must restrain

my pen from going too deep in my conjectures respect-

ing the motives which engaged that monarch to permit

his prime minister to deviate so widely as he has done

from the stipulations of Reichenbach, in the unwise

management of the negotiation.

Your lordship sees from high and advantageous

ground, every source of the Austrian tergiversations.

/ severely feel their baneful effects here, and can only

fulfil my duty by describing them faithfully, and making
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a report of all the ineffectual measures wliicL. I myself

have employed (in conjunction with my colleagues in

the mediation) to prevent, or at least retard, those effects.

The expectations which were naturally formed, in

consequence of the high compliment which our royal

master paid to the Emperor, by the mission of Lord

Elgin to Florence, received additional strength from

the tenor of that letter from his lordship, a copy of

which his Prussian ]\Iajesty sent to his minister here.

But, in as far as I can judge, by what has passed at

Sistovo, the part which the Emperor chose to embrace,

after giving audience to Lord Elgin, was to order his

supposed claims on the Porte to be carried through

with the highest hand, and to break up the Congress,

by a flat refusal of all prolongation of armistice, if the

Turks remained firm in claiming the strict status quo.

Your lordship is best judge whether or not this

determination, and its headlong execution, be of a piece

with the language which his Imperial Majesty was

pleased to hold to Lord Elgin, either during the period

of his mission at Vienna, or during the first days of his

lordship's late visit to Florence,

Certain it is, and all my colleagues can vouch for it,

that from the moment Prince Kaunitz could form a

tolerable guess respecting the objects of Lord Elgin's

last journey—he redoubled the haughtiness and inflexi-

bility of his instructions to Baron Herbert ; and not

even the terms of diplomatic decency were any longer

observed in the style dictated (or at least suggested) to

this minister in his language and correspondence,

whenever they were addressed to the ministers of

Prussia,

As an unquestionable proof that Prince Kaunitz

adopted this plan at the time I have mentioned, I beg

yom- lordship to remark, that, on the second of May,

Lord Elgin set out from Vienna, and on t>ie seventh
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Prince Kaunitz delivered to Baron Jacobi the note

verbale, in which the boundless extent of a status quo,

"tel qu'il etait, ou devait etre/^ is expressed and

adopted by the Austrian ministiy, and has since been

the ground-work of aU their reasonings at Sistovo.

All this might have passed for the effects of old age

and passion. But we have it now^ in a note presented

by Baron Herbert in Congress^ that every step of his

proceedings^ and aU the peremptory demands he has

brought forward^ have been approved and confirmed

from Florence. After this, my lord, it becomes an

humble individual like me to leave to his superiors to

make such observations, and draw such inferences as

the facts point out.

The Turks are not to be forced into concession, and

all regard for the Reichenbach engagements is laid

aside. The confidential intercourse between Baron

Herbert and the Russian commanders in Moldavia is

to be more closely pursued ; and perhaps the cause of

Russia is to be served more and more effectually at the

expense of Austrian neutrality, in virtue of the very

convenient phrase " ou doit etre !"

On the other hand, my lord, it cannot be doubted

that besides all the ministerial offices which passed

between the Courts of Vienna and Berhn, a more direct

and private explanation took place between the two

monarchs themselves; Avhich satisfied the mind of his

Prussian Majesty that all must end well and loyalement

at Sistovo.* I have myself seen more than one dis-

patch signed by the King of Prussia in April and May,

in which he makes light of every suspicion hinted by

his minister at this Congress, and assures him that he

(the King) has particular reasons for placing entire

confidence in the good faith and candour of his Imperial

* His own expressions (in a letter from Mr. Ewart to Sir R. Keith),

were « Ma parole est sacrtc.'"
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Majesty. Lord Elgin's letter from Florence found

liis Prussian Majesty still adhering to this persuasion

and confidence. His orders to Monsieur Lucchesini

express the full expectation that all difficulties must have

been removed by orders from Florence. How the King

of Prussia will feel when he learns the transactions

of the last six days here, I cannot pretend to foretel.

The conference of this morning having lasted much
longer than was expected, my earnest, desire to send

off the messenger, Shaw, this evening to London,

obliges me to comprise in a narrow space the account

of what passed at that meeting, and the rather, as all

the principal points were treated in writing, and that

the copies of all these ministerial notes inclosed, will

give your lordship all the necessary information.

Previous to the opening of the Congress, the Ottoman

ministers begged of the mediators to join them in their

chamber. There they read to us the declaration they

were to make ;
protesting to us once more, that their

orders were absolute to hold such language and no

other. Some of the phrases, which appeared to us too

harsh, were softened, at the request of the mediators

;

but without impairing in any degree (a point on which

the Turks were extremely tenacious) the force and

precision of their entire rejection of all the Austrian

demands, beyond the strict status quo.

When the Congress was assembled, Monsieur Luc-

chesini thought it incumbent on him to deliver in

writing his remarks (inclosed No. 1) on the present

situation of the negotiation. To this note Baron

Herbert replied by the inclosure (No. 2). The drago-

man of the Porte then read the declaration of the

Ottoman ministers (inclosed No. 3). I studied the

looks of the Imperial ministers (particularly Baron

Herbert) during the public reading of it, and I thought

I could perceive in the countenance of the latter,
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mucli surprise and not a little uneasiness, at finding

the Turks coolly determined to run all hazards rather

than cede any part of what Austria had demanded.

Baron Herbert and his colleague retired to prepare

an answer, and the Baron's pen (on other occasions so

prolific) brought forth with long labour the counter-

declaration (No. 4). When he had read and delivered

it in Turkish, the conference drew to an end.

I therefore seized the opportunity of saying, in the

name of all the mediators, that we felt with real afflic-

tion, the actual situation of our afi'airs. But, exhorting

all parties to redouble their endeavours to recover the

road of pacification, I expressed our sanguine hope of

seeing the negotiation again resumed, and speedily, in

the same chamber, and with the most desirable success

in restoring tranquillity to both empires. These wishes

were echoed from all quarters ; and there the conference

ended.

Ten minutes of total silence ensued, during which

time the Secretary of the Congress copied Baron Her-

bert's note, and when that was done, the Imperial

ministers got up to retire, making a civil compliment

to the Ottomans, and manifesting their wishes to return

soon to this place.

The Turks remained on their sofas without moving

;

and their dragoman said in their name, that they would

continue in the place of Congress, in hopes of a more

happy moment. The Austrians desired a short confer-

ence with the mediators, in which (after many personal

compliments to us) they charged us to assure the Ottoman

ministers of their perfect esteem and sincere gratitude

for all the attentions they have met with here. The

Austrians then set out on their journey, and are to

sleep this night at Simnitza, a Wallachian village on the

other side the Danube ; they will proceed to Bucharest

to-morrow.
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We then returned to the Congress chamber, where the

Turkish plenipotentiaries remained hmnoveably seated,

as a proof that they had no hand in interrupting the

business of the Congress.

I will not take up your lordship's time with rash

surmises on what may be foreseen from these hours of

crisis. That the Austrians were greatly disappointed by

the conduct of the Porte, was evident beyond a doubt.

May the cabinet of Vienna learn from hence that

justice and wisdom are almost synonymous terms, and

square their future conduct accordingly !

The position of the mediating ministers here will

become exceedingly difficult, and even precarious, after

the departure of the Imperialists, unless their speedy

return be more than probable. But I beg your lord-

ship to remain assured, that my sole object (all personal

comforts or conveniences being wholly out of the ques-

tion) shall be to pursue the pacific negotiation with

assiduity and perseverance, as long as the last shred of

it remains within my sight. I shall continue here (at all

events) till I see whether your lordship has any fresh

order for me respecting the peace between the Porte

and Russia.

Should imfortunately (and I still say very impro-

bably) the sword be again drawn betvv^een the Austrians

and Turks, I shall be forced to retire to Hermanstadt,

in Transylvania, being the nearest Imperial town out of

the immediate theatre of hostility. But in every other

case I shall certainly not quit Sistovo till the Prussian

minister has orders to do so, in consequence of the

entire dissolution of the Congress.

Your lordship will easily conceive with what impa-

tience a man, in my present situation, must look for

the return of your commands by a messenger, who will

learn from Mr. Stratton, at Vienna, where I am to be

found. I have the honour to be, &c.,

R. M. Keith.
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\_Privatc.'}

LORD AUCKLAND TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Hague, June 9th, 1791.

My dear SiRj

I yesterday received and forwarded your very

interesting dispatches of the ISth and 20th May.

Without a chart to explain the 6th Article of Baron

Herbert^s project, and without more knowledge of the

topography of the Tiu'kish frontiers than I possess, I

cannot frame any idea of the intrinsic value of this new

demand. I am content, therefore, to admire in silence

" la distinction si belle et si neuve d'un status quo strict

de droit et de fait, qui se modifie Vun par Vautre !" You

will do me the justice to recollect, that I foretold to

you, so long ago as last December, that you must

expect " quelque tour d'escamotage de cette espece." And
I did not believe it the less, because Prince Kaunitz was

at the time assuring us that such a proposition would

never be brought forward as a pretension, but would

only be suggested, subject to one previous occmTcnce,

and au bon grt des Turcs. I equally admire the timing

of this demand so critically at the close of the armistice.

As to the point itself, unless the districts demanded are

of essential and solid importance to the Porte, I heartily

hope that they may be ceded with the best grace possi-

ble. It is worth some sacrifice in this business, as it

has been in some others, to unmask the characters and

principles of those with whom we have to do in this

world. There is a moral justice in politics which, sooner

or later, brings a day of retribution. I sincerely wish,

therefore, that the Turks may have accepted the project

with such modifications or corrections as they can obtain.

If, in return, they require that all the new works con-

structed in their fortified places to be restored by the

Austrians be left untouched, it would be reasonable
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and would, I think, be granted. I wish to God you

were clear of Sistovo, and once more at the fountain-

head of all these little manreuvres ! You must be sick

to death of your Turkish village

!

Monsieur Lucchesini had written to Monsieur Henf-

ner at this place, on the subject of his strange pretension

about signature f- I imagine that Henfner's answer will

quiet him. A circumstance somewhat of a similar

nature happened at Madrid under the late and present

Kings of Spain. The ambassadresses go at the same

time to Court, and to Court ceremonies ; but they are

received separately and singly. It was necessary, there-

fore, to decide between the English and the Sardinian,

and the decision Avas given in favour of the former, and

strictly maintained; the latter being a crowned head

only of the present century.

Adieu, my dear Sh' Robert. I expect in five or six

days the first messages from Petersburgh. I trust that

that after competent delays, we shall end in a general

pacification someJioiv. I recommend this to Mr. Stratton,

who discharges your functions ably and satisfactorily.

Yours most sincerely,

Auckland.

mr. trevorf to sir r. m. keith.

Tumi, June 7th, 1791.

My Dear Sir Robert,

I have already desired Lord Elgin to say every-

thing kind to you from me, and I cannot let my old,

and your present confrere, Marquis Gallo, return to

Vienna without renewing the same assurances. I flatter

myself that from all I hear, you will soon be released

* The claim resisted by Sir R. Murray Keith, for precedence, or even

exact equality on the part of the King of Prussia and his own Sovereign,

t Son to Lord Hampden, British Mmister at Tmnn, and a friend of

Sir R. M. Keith. This letter is full of curious prognostics.
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from your honourable prison^ your piastres^ aud pillaw.

I hope that the late separation of ministers was only

that o^persons ; and that the principles of the negotia-

tion remain entire and compact ; et qu'on n^a recule

que pour mieux sauter, quand Semiramis'^ sera prete a

sauter aussi. There is, however, a strange report at

present in the mouth of ministers, which I mention

without believing ; it is that French money has found

its way into the Divan, and that its sinister effects are

visible in the present conduct of the Turks. But what

would the Allies say if they perceive this manoeuvre ?

and what would become of the Porte if the Allies Avere

to abandon her? That France

—

i.e., the National

Assembly, should attempt this, I think very likely.

Their present anarchical system can only subsist by the

folly or misfortune of others ; not that in any case, so

baseless and visionary a fabric can long exist, and

doubtless the term of its duration is already assigned.

As to a plan of confederacy against the revolution,

among the different powers of Europe (which the Artois

party so fondly persuade themselves of,) your able judg-

ment will know much better than I do, how difficult, if

not impracticable, that would be. Not but there are

several whose interests and wishes, some from hope, and

some from fear, would induce them to be of this pique

nique. Spain and this country,t I take to be of that

number; but alas, we are here far from being in a

situation to attack others. This country will have

enough to do to prevent the flames catching its own

roofs, and could ill afford to send its pumps and firemen

to the assistance of its neighbours; who, by the by,

desire no such assistance, aud

Invitum qui servant idem facit occidenti.

You know best whether your wise and cautious

* The Empress of Russia. f Sardinia.
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sovereign^ is disposed to lead down this dance. Ces

diables de Jacobins nous donneront tons du fil a tordre

;

and I fear all Europe sooner or later, will feel the effects

of this moral and pohtical earthquake. Great Britain I

look upon as honoured with their peculiar hatred,

because it is the wisest and happiest government in the

world; and I have heard some instances of their mis-

chievous and impertinent intrigues in England, that,

though I have too good an opinion of the wisdom and

firmness of government, and of the good sense of the

people in general, to be alarmed, I should not be sur-

prised if, before you received this, some violent tumults

and disturbances should have been at least attempted.

The modern madness is said to have gained several

thousand heads in London, who were disposed to cele-

brate the commemoration of the 14th July with national

cockades, flags, &c., and what say you to a ship loaded

with those articles having actually been discovered en

contrebande, and couleafond at sea ? In short, my dear

Sir Robert, these are mucli more eventful and historic

times than I should have wished to live in ; and one

need have all your philosophy and good humour to bear

them patiently.

But, enough ; the pleasure I have in chatting with

you makes me forget how unmercifully I abuse your

patience. So, with all good wishes for your health and

happiness, and with entreaties to let me hear from you,

I remain your faithful and affectionate,

J. T.

P. S.—You wiU have heard, I hope, the important

event of the French King's flight and recapture, without

passing through aU the stages of false hopes and fears, to

which we here have been exposed by the mauvaises

* The Emperor Leopold—so called oa account of Sir E. M. K.'s

residence at his Coui't.
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tetes, and fond and sanguine Avislies of counter-revolu-

tionists ; and wliicli we have innocently spread all over

Europe. The Emperor himself was not undeceived with

respect to the history of Monsieur Bouille's rescue, till

the 5th or 6th of this month. In shorty never was delu-

sion more complete. I shall be anxious to know hoAv

far the Emperor was privy to this measure. I have

many reasons for thinking he must have been so ; but

I have too high an opinion of his wisdom and prudence

to believe that he approved.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTER.

Slstovo, Jane 9t7i, 1791.

All my laughing humour has left me, for this last

month, my dear Anne, though I never was better in

point of health, in my whole life. I have deferred

writing to you in hopes of a more propitious turn in our

affairs. It has not taken place ; but I cannot relinquish

all hope of it. I told you in my last, that we had got

our political bark once more afloat, and were sailing

with a fair wind for our destined harbour.

Yes, my dear friend ; but the Austrian Cabinet

thought proper, on a sudden, to bore two or three holes

in her bottom, (for which, Lord forgive them !) and

with all our pumps at work, we can hardly keep her

from sinking. We have no less than six feet water in

the hold at this moment
;
yet I (who am a pretty hardy

sailor,) wiU strain every nerve to bring her safe into port.

Metaphor apart. The Austrians peremptorily demand

what the Turks as peremptorily refuse. The latter have

solemn treaties, and indisputable right on their side^

and besides, are desirous to keep their own heads on

their shoulders.

The Austrians are haughty, seem inflexible, and

endeavour to intimidate the Ottomans. With that
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view^ tliey declared to us on Tuesday, tliat they should

set out from lience on Thursday, to make a tour to

Bucharest ; but without dissolving the Congress, and

ready to return hither, at our first invitation.

The Turks promised to give an answer in ivriting to

the Austrians in the Congress this morning, (Thursday)

and to that meeting I am now going. At my return

I shall add a few lines to this hastj^ letter, and in a few

hours after I shall dispatch a messenger to England.

Adieu, my dear sisters. I have had a hard time of it

for these last seven months—and all for this ! But I

have done what mortal man can do (and all parties

acknowledge it) to keep matters right; and if the

Empress of Russia had not maintained a dangerous

ascendancy at Vienna, which thwarted all our best

purposes—we must infallibly have succeeded. God
bless you.

June 9t7i. Afternoon.

The conference of this forenoon was peremptory on

all sides, but not boisterous. The Austrians passed the

Danube an hour ago, after taking a very polite (but

not a formal leave) and promising to return. All this

is black, very black ! but I think my ^mmps begin to

work a little more freely than they did, and there is

half an inch less water in the hold. We mediators,

and the Mussulmen {men they have shown themselves

by their behaviour of this day) remain steady at Sistovo.

Bemember, my dear Anne, never to breed your sons

Plenipos !

MR. EWART* TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Berlin, June l^tli, 1791.

My dear Sir,

I received yours of the 4th cmrent last night,

and the inclosed copy of a dispatch to Lord Grenville

* His Majesty's Minister at Berlin ; an acute and able diplomatist.
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which I have just written, will make you acquainted

with the result of what has passed here^ in consequence

of the reception of the papers from Sistovo. You will

be more fully informed of the particulars, by Monsieur

Lucchesini, who is expressly directed to show you

everything, with the most unbounded confidence, in

return for your cordial co-operation, of which this Court

is so highly sensible.

You will admit that there is no apology for the

Emperor^s conduct, the total change in which I know

to be occasioned by his belief that England is rendered

incapable of taking any active part in foreign affairs;

that England will thereby be laid under an effectual

restraint; and that he will be able to deceive his Prussian

Majesty, and Colonel Bischofifswerder. You will see,

however, by the instructions sent to the latter, that his

Imperial Majesty deceives himself in regard to the last

mentioned points ; and, embarrassing as the situation

of the ministry actually is in England, I trust the

spirit of the nation would be roused to support its

honour.

What a dreadful change has taken place ! Our

influence was all-powerful, so long as it was maintained

with the necessary vigour ; and the moment we flinched,

all the Powers, as if by common consent, turned the

tables upon us ; and from having had the certainty of

restoring peace in our power, there seems now to be

the greatest wish of a general confusion. I have

unfortunf ^\y proved too true a prophet, for I have

assured oi ^^ principals, for this twelvemonth, that this

was the om t alternative. I hope I shall have occasion

to acquaint you fully, one day or other, of what passed

when I was in England ; and you will agree that it is

impossible to suffer greater mortification than I do at

this moment. I am, therefore, more disgusted with

the profession than you can conceive. My only comfort
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is, that the resources of England and Prussia, being

actually in a much better state than those of other

powers, and the wretched state of Austria and Russia

being well known—there is nothing to be feared should

things come to extremities. As the idea of affecting a

counter-revolution in France appears to be the great

object the Emperor has in view at present, it is con-

ceived here that however inconsistent this may be with

his pretensions at Sistovo, yet should he be seriously

inclined to embark in that business, it Avill not be in

his power to insist on his unjust claims against the

Porte.

The Empress of Russia and Potemkin are striving

who can throw most ridicule on England, and our

ministers, at Petersburgh. Their evident intention is

to gain time, and to push their operations on the Black

Sea. Oh ! how my blood boils, my dear Sir ! Jackson

sends his best compliments, and I beg you will give

mine to Lucchesini.

Most truly, yours,

Joseph Ewart.

[Blost Secret.']

SIR R. M. KEITH TO MR. STRATTON.*

Sistoro, June I9th, 1791.

I WRITE you this very confidential letter, my dear

Stratton, by Mr. Tarrant, brother-in-law to Marquis

Lucchesini, who goes to Vienna as courier with many
interesting matters of which the Marquis has under the

seal of secresy, and for the good of the common cause,

given me the most distinct details, which relate to the

* Sir R. M. K.'s Secretary of Legation, left as Charge' d' Affaires at

Vienna. This scrap is given as a specimen of that slight and common

cypher, in which numbers instead of representing every word, only stand

for proper names.

VOL. II. G G
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business in wMch Fuimus* lias been so long and

fruitlessly engaged. 1. does not know to what degree

20 is informed^ and Murrays-hall t shall always keep

that to himself.

But it is necessaryj and even expressly ordered by

30 J that 15 should not^ for the present, be let into

any part of those secrets. I am therefore requested to

give it to 21 upon his honour, to refrain from all

participation to 15, or to any other person respecting

the matters, themselves, or the mission of the bearer

of this letter, who will probably, and perhaps secretly,

join 25, § wherever he may be. Forgive me, my dear

Stratton, if I wrap up all this in so much mystery (not

having time for cypher) ; it was on this condition that

the confidence to me was rendered so complete, and I

pawned my word for your discretion. I have only one

word to add, my dear friend, which is that upon my
honour, I think the steps now taken by 30 towards

25 are the most proper in every respect that the actual

situation of affairs could suggest.

Adieu, my trusty friend, this whole affair remains

an absolute secret between you and your faithful

R. M. K.

l^Privaie.l

LORD AUCKLAND TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Ilar/ue, June 28th, 1791.

My dear Sir,

I write chiefly for the purpose of informing

you that Shaw arrived here with your very important

* This epithet for the Earl of Elgin, is derived from his motto, the

royal one of Bruce.

+ Sir Robert Keith himself—so styled jErom his estate, according to

Scottish custom,

j J The King of Prussia. § The Emperor.
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dispatches on the 24th^ and was forwarded to England

by the first boat that coukl sail. His passage will have

been slow, for we have strong westerly winds.

I need not inform you that the conduct of the Impe-

rial plenipotentiaries, which surprises many, does not

surprise me. You know that I did not expect anything

that could come within the rules either of good faith or

of good policy. I have long considered the hand of

Providence as bearing in an especial manner upon the

present established governments of Em-ope, so as to

make them operate blindly and obstinately towards

their own destruction, towards the general anarchy of

mankind, and a vast scene of wild calamity and carnage.

Nothing less than a special Providence, for some

unknown purpose, can explain the measures of the

Vienna ministry. Having persuaded themselves that

the Eeichenbach Convention was disgraceful to their

empire (in which, by the by, I totally differ from them,

for I think it a ivise treaty, if they had honourably

and cheerfully executed it), they attempt to cover the

supposed disgrace by allowing Monsieur Herbert to

introduce and maintain subterfuges and chicanes which

would have disgraced a Jesuit in his cell. So much for

the principle. Next, as to the policy. Por the sake of

acquiring a miserable and imperceptible addition of

useless possession, they now risk the involving them-

selves and all Europe in the calamities and embarrass-

ments of a general war, at a moment when it was not

only important but essential for the Emperor in every

political, religious, moral, fraternal, and social point of

view, to have placed himself on a most friendly under-

standing with Prussia and the maritime powers ; and

to have had his hands at liberty to act, where alone it is

material to him in particular, to his honour, and the

happiness of mankind in general, that they should act.

We have a very expressive word in our language,

G G 2
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" infatuation ;" I do not recollect fiiiy synonymous word

in others ; but it is the only term that I can give to the

conduct which I have just described. I lament it most

sincerely ; the effects will bear hard upon England, as

well as upon other countries, but if the bitter cup is

forced -a]ion our lips, we must taste it.

Having spoken of the principle and policy, I must add

a word as to the execution and detail. I do not mean

to go through the long list of the Austrian minutes and

declarations. I sincerely pity Baron Herbert, if he

thought himself obliged to put his name to them, and I

hope that, for his sake, they may never be published !

But his last measure, of remo-sing from the place of

Congress, deserves a word of remark. If his demands

had been as indisputable as they were the contrary, it

did not belong to him, at least, to break up or separate

the Congress which his master had demanded, and to

which the mediation and guarantee of other Powers

had been solemnly solicited and accepted. I will not

pursue the subject farther; thank God, it does not

belong to me to decide respecting it. In the mean-

time, my friendship for you, and my feelings as your

countryman, have made me peruse v>ith pride and jJ^ea-

sure the whole history of your becoming conduct in

such embarrassing circumstances.

Ever, dear Sir, most sincerely yours,

Auckland.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Sistovo,July Is/, 1791.

My Lord,

Two couriers and two estafettes have brought

from Berlin within these eight-and-forty hours, very

flattering letters to the Prussian minister here, to whose

confidence (as well as to the letters with which Mr.
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Ewart has favoured me) I stand indebted for the com-

plete and satisfactory information that the firm and

dignified language held by his Prussian Majesty to

the Court of Vienna^ will, in all probability, soon pro-

duce the happy eifect of restoring activity to this Con-

gress; and on such a basis as to promise a safe and

honourable termination of our labours. I need not

assure your lordship how much the three mediating

ministers have it at heart to contribute to the attain-

ment of so salutary an object, by pursuing, with an

unwearied, yet temperate zeal, every proper means of

conciliation.

We have good reason for believing that the Court of

Vienna (having at length adopted such principles as can

alone lead to pacification) will, in a very little time, send

orders to the Imperial plenipotentiaries at Bucharest to

return to Sistovo.

In the meantime, it may be proper to acquaint your

lordship, that since the abrupt and ill-judged secession

of these ministers, we have had no other intercourse

with them than by receiving and delivering to the Otto-

man ministers their letters dated Bucharest, l-3th

June, both of which have remained unanswered. We
may now rely on the mvnisterml assurances given to

Baron Jacobi at Vienna, that the Austrian troops in

Wallachia have positive orders to refrain from any

species of hostility against the Turks ; and as we have

hitherto found the Grand Vizier well disposed to regu-

late his conduct on that head in conformity to the

wishes we have earnestly and repeatedly expressed, we

are in the persuasion that the advices sent from hence

last night to his Highness will confirm his resolution to

maintain [de facto) the suspension of arms for that

short period of time which is necessary to render mani-

fest those amicable purposes which Austria once more

professes to entertain.
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We liave found it a hard task^ my lord, to keep

matters thus in a state of tranquilhty since the expira-

tion of the armistice. But we trust that the first open

and effectual step which it shall please the Court of

Vienna to take to ensure the renewal of the Congress,

will greatly alleviate the inquietude of that precarious

situation in which we have lived for this month past.

[Cypher.
-\

Colonel Goetze* writes, that since the suspension of

the Congress, suspicions, however ill-founded, of his

Prussian Majesty ha\dng in a manner abandoned the

Ottoman cause, have risen to such a pitch, that his

own life and those of his Prussian companions have

been in imminent danger. The Grand Vizier gave him

notice, underhand, to withdraw for some little time

from the head quarters. This he has done, and his

efforts to induce the Vizier to treat with Eussia, are

necessarily suspended. We shall endeavour to keep the

Vizier back from all enterprise against Austria till the

King of Prussia shall have decided the great question

;

and in this crisis await anxiously further tidings from

Vienna.

E. M. K.

[By Luccliesin'ts Couiier.J

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Sistovo,July Gth, 1791.

My Lord,

In the painful state of inactivity and suspense

in which we are held at Sistovo, and whilst the Grand

Vizier adheres to the resolution of waiting the final

decision of his Prussian Majesty before he undertakes

* The King of Px'ussia's agent at the Grand Viziei''s camp.
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anything hostile against tlie Austrians^ I can only join

Tvith my colleagues here in thinking it most extraordi-

nary that the repeated professions and promises made

by the Emperor at Milan, to Lord Elgin and Colonel

BischoffsTverder, have hitherto produced not the smallest

alteration here, or communication from the Austrian

plenipotentiaries at Bucharest to us.

It would seem, my lord, that Prince Kaunitz either

does not obey the orders he receives from his sovereign,

or prefers the gratification of his own vanity to the

interests of the State, by endeavouring to capitulate

with the Prussian cabinet in such a manner as to

avoid (if possible) the mortification of being obliged to

send back the Austrian ministers to Sistovo, to unsay

at once all that they had so peremptorily asserted, in

consequence of his imperious and capricious mandate.

I can easily conceive, my lord, that this method of pro-

ceeding, and all the procrastination which arises from

it, may equally suit with the pride of Prince Kaunitz,

and with the interests of Russia, which he has so much

at heart. But I cannot help regretting that he is so

far indulged in it by the Court of Berlin, as to afford

the Grand Vizier very serious cause of complaint, that

he must lose the best months of the year for action,

while he remains in uncertainty whether he is to look

upon Austria as a neutral power, or as an enemy.

Prom the several private conferences which Monsieur

Lucchesini has lately held with the Ottomans, he has

found them extremely well-disposed to listen to the

ad\ice of their faithful ally, the King of Prussia, whose

late generous assurances have filled them with gratitude.

In short, my lord, I am convinced that everything may

be obtained from them which the mediation shall

advise, and which the Court of Vienna can demand with

the smallest shadow of reason. But I must add, that

all this ousht to be carried into effect with the least
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delay ^wssible, lest a sudden start of passion on the part

of Mahmoud Pasha, whose character is violent, and his

hatred to Austria implacable, should lead him to exert

those ample powers—which have, of necessity, been

intrusted to him by the Porte—of acting for himself, and

with very little dependence on the will of the Vizier.

A small Austrian corps has been constantly posted at

Califat, opposite to Widdin. This is a great eye-sore to

Mahmoud, and the Turks here say they cannot be

answerable for his not being tempted to chase the

Austrians from thence, in spite of all the temperate

advice conveyed to him by the Grand Vizier.

The first shot in JVallacJda would (as Monsieur Spiel-

man* has declared to Baron Jacobi) iu%t?a\t\j unite the

Austrians and Russians. I will not, though we have a

right to suspect everything after all the double dealing

we have experienced, harbour, even for a moment, the

suspicion that it may be consistent with the views of

Prince Kaunitz to rekindle war between the Porte and

Austria, and thereby rivet the fetters Avhich have so long

bound the latter to Russia.

When (and I cannot doubt its shortly taking place)

the Austrian ministers are sent back to Sistovo, our

work may be finished in a few conferences. His

Imperial Majesty has promised Lord Elgin to send

the ratification here along with the treaty, and I trust

that on this point, as on every other, the Imperial word

will be held sacred.

I shall meet the Austrian plenipotentiaries with the

true spirit of conciliation, and shall continue to act in

the strictest concert with my Prussian colleague, whose

reports to his Court of the hearty co-operation he has

at all times experienced on my part, have procured me
the honour of receiving, more than once, the thanks of

* One of the principal ministers of the Austrian Cabinet.
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his liberal-minded sovereign. I am likewise happy to

fm-nisli Mr. Ewart (in return for the very instructive

letters with which he has favoured me) the most

authentic and recent information respecting the state

of the Prussian affairs at Constantinople. I gave your

lordship in my last the substance of Sir Robert Ainslie^s

letters of the 14th, sent hither by his janissary; several

parts of which, being out of cypher, could not be trusted

to the Vienna post. I now send the letters themselves,

with their duplicates, to go by messenger to England,

or by the Berlin post, no part of loh'ich passes through

the Austrian territory.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

R. M. K.

P.S.—Since writing the above, a courier has arrived

from Berlin with a copy of a most strange proposition

(inclosed) from Prince Beuss, regarding a demand on

the part of Austria, for a deposit of fortresses, &c.

In my humble opinion. Prince Kaunitz could not have

possibly invented a shift in the negotiation more

directly repugnant to the interests and settled principles

of the Ottoman Porte than that of the aforesaid deposit.

And in answer to the firm and becoming language held

by the Prussian ministry in their reply, I do not suppose

it possible for the Cabinet of Vienna to make even a

plausible rejoinder.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO MR. EWART.*

Slsiovo, July 6th, 1791.

Dear Sir,

In return for your very interesting letters of the

18th and 19th June, I send yon inclosed a whole budget

of Turkish letters, and a long dispatch from myself to

* British miuistei" at Berlin.
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the office. The length of the latter, and the hurry

which attends the sudden departure of this messenger,

prevent my entering into any other subject with you;

but you may be assured that, however strong the

epithets you are inclined to bestow on Austrian dupli-

city, they cannot go beyond my honest indignation.

You may likewise rely on my full and cordial co-opera-

tion with my Prussian colleague in every object which

so closely unites the interests of our two Courts. I beg

you will express to the Prussian ministers my just sense

of the honour done me by the thanks of their sovereign,

conveyed to England ; and likewise my steady deter-

mination to show myself worthy of their esteem.

You will forward the Turkish letters and my dispatch

to England as you may think proper ; but I beg that in

any case they may be left under flying seal, and

addressed to Lord Auckland for his perusal. Adieu,

my dear Sir; you easily conceive that writing and

copying all with my own pen, I must be brief, not to

retard the departure of the messenger. For God's

sake, help to get me soon out of this abominable place,

and with honour and satisfaction to the allied Courts.

Yours very truly,

E. M. Keith.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Sistovo,July 8th, 1791. '

My Lord,

I had the honour to acquaint your lordship in

my letter of the Gth (by a Prussian com'ier) that in

consequence of assurances given at Milan, his Prussian

Majesty had adopted the belief that the Austrian

ministers must have returned some time ago to this

place, and that considerable progress must have been

made in our pacific negotiation. A few hours after
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Monsieur Lucchesini had sent back the courier with the

necessary information that all remained here in total

susjjense, Monsieur Timonij (the Austrian interpreter,)

brought to the three mediating ministers assembled at

my house the note addressed to himself, of which your

lordship will find a copy inclosed.

It required no great sagacity to discover that Baron

Herbert, being unwilling to descend from the very

superior tone of his last letter of 18th June to the

mediation, had thought proper to make an approach

towards a renewal of correspondence by an indirect

insinuation, under pretext of clearing up a trifling

dispute in which 2^ freebooter of Nicopolis was the prin-

cipal personage.

We therefore told M. Timoni that so weightij a matter

as the ministerial engagement on the part of Austria,

that the armistice de fait should be religiously observed,

and hope entertained by Baron Herbert " de la

prompte reprise et conclusion des affaires de la paix,"

ought not to have been signified to us under so unbe-

coming a form, and jumbled together with the paltry

incident of a Turkish robbery !

M. Timoni, by many broken sentences, and meanings

half expressed, gave us to understand that the Austrian

plenipotentiaries had informed him in part of what had

lately passed at Milan, and of the prospect of concilia-

tion which had recently been opened to them. But
that he believed, or supposed (for he never employed a

direct affirmative) that these gentlemen were in expecta-

tion of receiving an invitation from the mediators to

return to Sistovo.

To this I answered, by declaring, that as the Austrian

ministers had, in their letter of the 13th June to us,

expressly made it a sine qua non of their return hither,

that any invitation on our part should contain an acknow-

ledgment of, and the Turkish acquiescence in, every
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demand made by their Court—tliey must be very iguo-

rautj indeed;, of the actual state of those affairs^ to live

in the least expectation of receiving an invitation of that

nature, either from the Porte, or the ministers of the

mediating Powers. That the orders to the Imperial

plenipotentiaries would, of course, be sent to them from

Vienna, and that we Avere much surprised at their not

receiving them sooner.

Here this matter ended, and I should not have

troubled your lordship with the detail of it, if it did

not serve to prove how tardy is every move of the Cabinet

of Vienna towards conciliation, and how awkwardly

Baron Herbert sets about every step which may betray

a necessity of descending from the summit of dictatorial

supremacy, on which he had (as he thought) so immove-

ably taken his stand. "We hope, however, that after all

these habitual littlenesses, Baron Herbert will, in a few

days, vouchsafe to announce to us his speedy return

hither, in obedience to 2iositive orders from his superiors.

I have put all these dealings in the single name of

Baron H., because he alone holds the diplomatic pen,

and that to his "exclusive talents" and "consummate

experience in affairs of State," his Court has thought

proper to entrust the sole management of this knotty

and crooked negotiation.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

E. M. K.

SIR E. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Sistovo, July 16 th, 1791.

My Lord,

What I foretold in my No. 76, respecting the

acquiescence of the Turkish plenipotentiaries in the

proposal of the mediators for a short renewal of the

armistice, is completely verified, as your lordship will
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see by the inclosed note from Prince IMorusi (principal

dragoman to tlie Porte), containing in his own incorrect

French, the translation from the Turkish of their reso-

lution in regard to the foundation and form of this

reneT\"al. The Turks are very desirous to limit their

armistice to a fortnigld ; but if the Austrian ministers,

on their return hither, should make any strong objec-

tions to the shortness of the suspension, the Turks will

consent to establish it for tJiree iveeks, but not longer.

Ill the meantime, it becomes necessary to acquaint

your lordship with the correspondence now carried on,

by letter, between Monsieur Lucchesini, and the Aus-

trian ministers at Bucharest, the satisfactory conclusion

of which is hourly expected.

Availing himself on the receipt, yesterday morning,

of the note verhale containing his Prussian Majesty^s

ultimatum of the following phrase in it, relative to the

recall of the Imperialists hither—" On espere que les

Pleuipotentiaires Imperiaux (dont la declaration cate-

gorique du 13 Juin, de ne pouvoir conclure que sur le

pied de leurs premieres propositions, a semble exclure

toute negociation ulterieure, (feront part prealablement

aux ministres mediateurs, du changement survenu dans

leurs ordres, et de leur disposition a reprendre les con-

ferences^^—my Prussian colleague determined to fulfil

his master's instructions, by dispatching (in his own
single name) the letter inclosed (No. 8) to the Austrian

ministers, to obtain from them that previous intimation

to the three mediators which his Court requires. I

trust, my lord, that the Imperialists will comply with

this necessary requisition, and that their answer (which

I had hoped to join to this) will announce their return

to Sistovo to-morrow, or next day.
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IPrivafe.]

lord auckland to sir r. m. keith.

My dear Sir, ^"^"^' -^"^^ ^'^''
' ^^^' ^^'•

I cannot make so mucli use of tliis occasion

as I could have wislied. The messenger arrived late

last night, and another messenger Avith him, who is

also charged with voluminous dispatches for Berlin, and

inclosures for Petersburgh ; and I am charged to make,

and retain copies of the whole. In short, I, and the

gentlemen of my bureau, have been kept up almost all

night ; and I have given my promise to the messengers

that they shall quit my door before the clock strikes

nine this morning.

I trust and hope that much of what is going now to

you will be rendered useless by the rapid com-se of these

eventful times, long before it arrives. The Emperor

and Prince Kaunitz have at last arrived at the happy

circumstance of talking both the same language. I

infer from it that his Majesty^s loyaute will at last take

place of his minister's impracticability and chicane;

that peace will take place at Sistovo; and also that

the negotiation will end happily at Petersburgh. In

short we are getting, not uncreditably, out of the scrape

into which we had entangled ourselves, for the beneJEit of

others. But all this is all old history ! There is one good

purpose in this messenger's dispatches. He carries you

leave to retm-n to your post at Vienna ! I have long and

ardently wished, and have repeatedly written so to Lord

Grenville, to have you released out ofthat dark, and help-

less, and barbarous sejour of Sistovo. I hope that you

are very highly paid for being there ; it merits at least

that consolation ! I shall soon expect to hear that Baron

Herbert has stepped off his stilts into the puddle of

diplomatic dirt which he has prepared for himself.
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As to tlie Emperor's future system and conduct, you

will be best able to judge, and decide on your return

to Vienna. If lie sees bis interest, I tbink he Avill

folloTT it J
but bis views bave bitberto been distracted

amidst tbe unsettled multiplicity of objects and pursuits.

It certainly is bis first interest, as it is tbe interest of

all of us, to bave peace at any rate ; and to keep bis

dominions from catcbing tbe pestiferous disease of

Frencb innovations. If this can be done for a sbort

period, tbere wiU be no fm^tber danger ; for France is

running rapidly to a fartber crisis of anarcby and of

extreme calamity : and will soon cease to be an object

of imitation to tbe zealots of any nation. Sbe will also

soon present some curious questions for tbe friendly

concert of tbe sovereigns of otber kingdoms. In sbort,

it is clearly tbe Emperor's interest to be cordially well

with us ; and I hope and trust that be will feel, and

see it to be so. Can you decypher this scrawl ? I am
ashamed to send it in such a shape.

Ever most sincerely yours,

Auckland.

P.S.—It will be a satisfaction to you to see that our

new principal* is cordiallyand fully sensible of tbe merits

and importance of your conduct in all the trying

business of your negotiation.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Sistovo, Julyl9t7i, 1791.

It is with infinite pleasure, my lord, that I now see

the pacific negotiation in which I have the honour to

bear a part, in so fair a way of being brought, without

further delay, to that happy issue which is so conform-

able to tbe wishes of our benevolent sovereign.

It is matter of great satisfaction to mr, to bave it in

* Lord Grenville.
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my power to say, tliat the Austrian ministers returned

here from Bucharest last niglit. They paid a visit this

morning to each of the mediating ministers, and the

declaration they made to me, singly, respecting the

spirit of the instructions which occasioned their return

hither, was to the following effect :

—

That they are ready to sign a convention for the

renewal of the armistice, for a short space of time.

That they are authorised to proceed to the signature

of the definitive treaty of peace, on the sole basis of the

status quo defait, et non pas de droit.

That such points as cannot he settled between Austria

and the Porte by immediate negotiation, shall be here-

after regulated by a separate convention.

That they have orders to show to the mediating

ministers in general, a just and well merited confidence

;

but that they are particularly enjoined to testify to the

Prussian minister, the firm reliance which the Emperor

places in the friendship of the King of Prussia, with

whom his political connection becomes every day more

and more intimate.

Such, my lord, is the fair prospect now before us. The

sudden departure of the Prussian messenger obliges me
to confine myself to this brief statement of facts.

I have the honour, &c.,

K M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

T.«- T Sistovo, July 22nd, \7d\.My Lord, ' ^

I mentioned to your lordship in my preceding

letter, the visit paid to me by the Austrian ministers on

the morning after their return from Bucharest, and the

declaration they then made to me.

I was soon after acquainted by Monsieur Lucchesini,

that in a previous and long visit, these ministers had
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informed him that tlieir Court, at the same time that

they wished to bring the definitive treaty to a speedy

conclusion, under the mediation of the three allied

powers, and on the single principle of the strict status

quo, had particularly charged them to address them-

selves to him, (the Prussian minister) singly ; in order

to effectuate through the singular weight which, as the

minister of an ally, he had acquired with the Turks, an

amicable agreement on all the points in contestation,

which were hereafter to be regulated by a separate con-

vention between the two contracting parties. They gave

him also to understand that though the Emperor did

not mean to confound in any shape, the treaty of peace,

and the aforesaid convention, yet he had it much at

heart to make them simultaneous acts.

Monsieur Lucchesini (after explaining that an appa-

rently wilful, and obstinately persevered in misappre-

hension of the Austrian ministers, as to the delay which

might arise from reference to the three mediating

powers, had the King of Prussia's other suggestion of

arbitration by them been adhered to, had given rise to

the present substitution,) ended by saying that he had

therefore agreed to employ his single good offices for

the arrangement of the separate convention ; but with

the entire knowledge of his colleagues in the mission.

I told the Prussian minister that the object of my
mission there being the conclusion of the definitive

treaty of peace on the sole principle of the status quo

ante helium, that great point being secured, and put in

the way of a speedy and certain termination, I should

be little in pain through what channel a separate and

subsequent convention, in which the mediation was to take

no share, could be brought to bear : that the only proviso

on which I must insist was, that no article in it should

be in the smallest degree repugnant to the instructions

which Baron de Haeften and myself had received from

VOL. II. II H
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our Coui'ts relative to sucli immaterial concessions as

tlie Porte sliould^ not only wiUmgly, but even witliout

a shadow of menace or constraint, judge proper to

grant to Austria, to prevent the delays wliicli might

result from any other mode of proceeding, and in order

to consolidate the peace, by rooting out all seeds of

dissension, for the time coming : that I expected, and

required an immediate communication of every pro-

posal made by Austria, and of every Turkish answer

;

that I might have it in my power to oppose (if neces-

sary) whatever clause might appear to me to be in any

degree inconsistent with my instructions. To this

Marquis Lucchesini readily consented, and yom- lord-

ship Avill see, in the inclosed papers, that he has acted

up to that agreement.

On the evening of Tuesday the three mediators went

together to Count Esterhazy's house, where we met

Baron Herbert by appointment. I then made a pro-

posal in form to those ministers, and in the most

pressing terms, to proceed without a momenfs delay, to

the rencAval of the convention of armistice for the

term of three weeks. The Austrians insisted long for a

prolongation of a month; they, however, at length

consented to the shortest of these terms. But, my
lord, to our great surprise they declared, and remained

inflexible in maintaining, that they had no authority to

bind then' Court to terminate the negotiation in the

space of three weeks. After two hours of fruitless

debate, we were forced to leave them, without having

carried that point which his Prussian Majesty looks

upon as indispensable. The next morning they waited

on the Prussian minister, and seemed little disposed to

give us satisfaction on any of the points under imme-

diate discussion.

I proposed to my colleagues in the mediation, that

we should jointly deliver on the succeeding day a very
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pressing invitation in, ivriting, to resume without the

smallest delay the work of pacification^ and to carry

it immediately to that happy conclusion Avhich was

evidently within our reach, by the declared concur-

rence of all parties,, in one and the same 'principle. My
colleagues joined with me in thinking this a duty

incumbent on us, and they desired me to draw up

such an invitation in the most urgent terms. I accord-

ingly committed to paper what your lordship will find

inclosed (marked B), which was approved of and

delivered accordingly.

On the morning of Thursday, Monsieur Lucchesini

found the Austrian ministers rather more tractable than

heretofore. They put into his hands, and begged of

him to present to the three mediators, the minutes of

the definitive treaty (such as Prince Kaunitz had now

sent it to them), and which they hoped would be liable

to no objection, as the 4th, 5th, and 6tli Articles

(containing all the Austrian claims and demands) are

entirely omitted. I do not trouble your lordship with a

new copy, as with this subtraction, it is verbatim the

same with that discussed in Congress in the middle of

May!
I have the honour, &c.,

E. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Sistovo, July 27 tJi, 1791.

My Lord,

In the afternoon of the 35tli instant the mes-

senger Wifiin delivered to me your lordship's dispatches

Nos. 5 and 6.

The very gracious manner in which his Majesty has

been pleased to signify his approbation of my zealous

services, is to me the best of all rewards ; and would

H H 2
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prove the most po^Yerful of all incentives to redouble

those efforts, if one grain of additional energy or efficacy

could be found within the reach of my poor abilities,

beyond what I have constantly exerted. I am thoroughly

sensible of, and grateful for, that goodness Avhich

dictated to your lordship the flattering expressions of

esteem and confidence which accompany the notification

of the new commission which his Majesty intends to

put into my hands as soon as the affairs of this Congress

shall be terminated.

The instructions your lordship has sent me with

regard to both are clear and satisfactory in the highest

degree, and they shall be fulfilled with prudential caution,

and undeviating punctuality.

But happily for the King's beneficent views, and for

your lordship's patriotic wishes, a great part of the

instructions contained in No. 5, is now inapplicable to

the state of affairs at Sistovo, since the fortunate turn

they have taken, in consequence of the spirited language

held by the Allied Powers, at London, Berlin, Vienna,

and Milan. We have now, my lord, the best grounds

to believe that in the course of eight or ten days, the

definitive treaty of peace will be signed here on the

original principle of the status quo ante helium, and there

is every reason to hope that the repeated explanations

which have taken place between the sovereigns of

Austria, England, and Prussia, will not only have

served to consummate that work, and all its appendages,

but to establish a real and solid foundation of reciprocal

esteem and confidence between those three great

monarchs, whose intimate connection will become the

best security of the future tranquillity of Europe.

I am glad to repeat it, my lord, that there is no cause

to apprehend that affairs here should fall once more into

that perplexity and danger which would call upon me
to fulfil your lordship's eventual instructions, with that
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force v^'LicIi tlicy ought to cany along with them. But

if (contrary to all appearances) such a risk of disunion

should again be brought into ^dew^ your lordship's

directions for my guidance are exj^Iicit, and shall^ in such

case, be zealously executed.

There is but one point of the King's commands, that

of my speedy return to Vienna, which it does not

depend on me to follow out with that expedition which

corresponds with \\\\ OAvn hearty wishes. It appears to

me, my lord, that indispensable duty ties me down to

this spot, till it shall be determined whether or not the

exigence of affairs requires any arbitration on the part

of the mediating ministers, in order to put the finishing

hand likewise to the separate convention.

Your lordship may be assured that whenever I can

safely say to my superiors, and in my own conscience,

that my commission here has acquired that full com-

pletion which his Majesty has a right to expect from a

faithful servant, I shall hasten to get out of this miser-

able Bulgarian cage, and return to Vienna with as much
expedition as desolated countries, burning huts, and the

obstacles created by armies in march, will permit. To

be the bearer of the oWve hrancli with honour to my
sovereign, will gladden, as well as qiiicken, every step

of my journey.

(Signed) R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Shtovo, August ith, 1791.

My Lord,

Nothing can exceed the pleasure with which

I acquit myself of a most agreeable duty, in giving your

lordship (not a detail of the numberless formalities

observed in this day's assembly, but the certain infor-

mation that the signature of the definitive treaty of
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peace between Austria and the Porte^ took place iliis

day in full Congress, and that no one diplomatical sanc-

tion which can authenticate and legalise that solemn

actj on the part of each of the contracting powers^ has

been omitted.

. It was with great satisfaction that the mediating

ministers were witnesses of the unaffected joy which the

representatives of both of the principal parties showed at

the restoration of concord betAveen the two empires. The

inclosed copies (in each of the languages) will furnish

the most convincing proofs that the treaty is drawn up

with the strictest adherence to the principles on which

his Majesty's guarantee^ and the full powers he had the

goodness to intrust to me^ were founded.

My positive duty ended with the signature, and I

should have set out for Vienna, within the three or four

days necessary for collecting the requisite post-horses at

every stage, but, at the earnest request of all parties,

particularly the Turks (who imagine that the secui'ity of

the peace depends in some measure on my acquiescence),

I have consented to assist in person at the exchange of

ratifications, which ceremony will take place on the

15th inst. I the more readily comply, as with all the

diligence I could employ through such exhausted coun-

tries, and amid the march of armies, I could not reach

Vienna before the Emperor's departure from that capital.

It now only remains for me to assure your lordship

that, as it has ever been the height of my ambition to

prove myself an active and useful servant in executing

the King's commands, if I have been so fortunate as to

succeed on this occasion in obtaining his gracious

approbation, I shall feel myself one of the happiest of

his Majesty's happy subjects.

(Signed) R. M. K.
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[i?y the same messenger as tJicforef/oijir/J.

My Lord Sistovo, August it7i,].79\.

Within a short space of time after the signa-

ture of the definitive treaty, the Austrian and Ottoman
plenipotentiaries put the finishing hand to /Aeir separate

convention ; by which every pretension on the part of

the Court of Vienna is obliterated, and every source of

contest between the two contracting parties, is ejfectuaUy

and definitively precluded.

This act is entirely distinct from the definitive treaty,

and posterior to it. It is concluded, without either

formal 7nediation or arbitration, as an amicable arrange-

ment between two Powers, already at peace with each

other.

I flatter myself that on the perusal of the inclosed

correct copy of the said convention, your lordship will

find that the vigilant care with which my duty taught

me to watch over its progress, and conclusion, has not

proved unsuccessful, and that every article of it corre-

sponds perfectly with his Majesty's constant desire to

maintain the equilibre between the two empires, as much
as possible, and without any claim to an equivalent, at

the expense of Austria, being urged by the Prussian

monarch.

Such, my lord, has been the welcome termination of

the last branch of the business for which this Congress

was assembled, and I sincerely hope that our gracious

sovereign will judge it to be every way satisfactory.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

R. M. K.

P.S.—I am happy to add that the Austrians have

laid aside the thoughts of delivering a declaration

(respecting the repair of fortresses) which, while it would

have made not the least alteration in the reciprocal
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obligations of the parties, ^vould have manifested a

lingering feeling of ill humour at the Turkish refusal

of a stipulation on the subject.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

Sistovo, August 4th, 1791.

HuzzAH ! my dear sisters ! after drifting through

storms, quicksands, and all manner of perils, for almost

eight or nine mortal months, our political bark is safe in

the desired harbour; safe in the heart of the harbour,

with all colours flying, and not a flaw in her bottom !

To quit my metaphor, my dear Anne, learn and

rejoice, that the definitive treaty of peace between

Austria and the Porte was signed and sealed this day,

on the precise terms which correspond with the King's

benevolent wishes, and fulfil every one of those which

the Administration made known to me.

In order to render the benefits of this peace as durable

as possible, we have brought another very important

point to bear, in rooting out all seeds of dissension

between the two empires. A separate convention (entirely

distinct from the treaty of peace) has been signed this

evening, between Austria and the Porte, as an amicable

agreement between two powers already in peace ; and in

virtue of some small and voluntary concessions made by

the Turks, the limits and extensive frontiers of both

empires are properly and irrevocably settled.

Thus, my dear Anne, this very difficult job of work

is completely and handsomely finished; and without

leaving either sting or tail behind it. I am happy to

have proved myself an active workman in rearing one

more monument (and a lasting one) to the good faith

and national energy of Old England. If my King and

country are pleased (and they will be so), I shall think

myself amply rewarded. As to personal advantages, or
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decoration, tliey are little in my thoughts ; but if they

come, thej?' shall be thankful!}^ received. I have the

strongest proofs already, of the esteem and confidence

of the King's confidential servants—these are at once

my pride and comfort.

I and my faithful Stuart (to -whose affection and assi-

duity I am much obliged), burn with impatience for

our release from this narrow cage, but we must wait for

the exchange of ratifications, which will be in less than

a fortnight. Then for Vienna ! with light hearts, and

some remnant of Tm-kish piastres. You shall hear

again. To-day I am in all the bustle of couriers and

circular letters. Adieu, my dear friend, jon share my
satisfaction,

P.S.—I saw with real pleasure to-day that all the

Turkish apathy and affected gravity gave way, at the

moment when the cannon were fired on the signature

of the peace—to real feeling, and joy at the event. The

Ottoman plenipos embraced each other like blind

beggars; and would have embraced us, had not the

melting mood of their dripping beards forbidden that

courtesy. I got a monstrous heavy sable pelisse put on

my shoulders, at the moment I was fainting with heat.

But honour, my dear Anne, is everything ! Heaven
guard you, and send us a happy meeting !

SIR R. 51. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Sislovo, August 9tJi, 1791.

My Lord,

During the short interval of a few days which

must yet elapse before the instruments of ratification

can be received from Vienna and Constantinople, I find

an agreeable occupation in listening to the public and

unfeigned professions of perfect satisfaction wdiich the

ministers of the Christian, as well as of the Mahometan
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monarcli, vie witli one aiiotlier in expressing^ at the

liappy termination of every brancli of tlie business m liich

occasioned our meeting liere. Your lordsliip will easily

believe that the mediating ministers think themselves

peculiarly fortunate in ha-\dng been able thus to recon-

cile the wishes of aU parties.

Should OTU" success in that difficult task hereafter be

honoured with the approbation of our respective sove-

reignSj the Congress of Sistovo will perhaps be quoted

in history as a singular instance of a long and Utiyious

political assembly, at the conclusion of which, all

parties were equally pleased. I am prepared to set

out for Vienna on the very day of the exchange of

ratifications.

No answer has been received by the Ottoman minis-

ters from the Grand Vizier to their letters^ announcing

the signature of the definitive treaty. That answer is

looked for daily^ and with impatience ; an officer of the

Turkish Chancery, who was dispatched at the moment
of signature, would reach the capital on Sunday last,

and his return is expected on Thursday or Friday at

farthest.

(Signed) R. M. K.

The delays and procrastinations of the '' unchristian

Congress" were destined to attend it to the last,

Ottoman slowness, as it first suspended, now protracted

its final conclusion ; and (unhappily for the object of

Turkish gratitude and predilection) a prolonged resi-

dence of a few autumnal days in Bulgaria, brought on

illness, by which the unbroken constitution of Sir R.

M. Keith received its first, and it is feared permanent

injury.
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SIR K. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

S'lstovo, Aur/iist 11th.

My Lord,

The Tartar couriers expected this day by the

Ottoman plenipotentiaries from the Porte and from the

army are not yet arrived ; and I am sorry to acquaint

your lordship that the delay of the Grand Vizier's

answer does not surprise our Turkish colleagues, as

they hint (with a mixture of concern and diffidence)

that they have for a long time past been obliged to

habituate themselves to the sloivness of all his measures.

The Vizier has many enemies in the Seraglio, and

should the opinion (pretty openly expressed by the

Turkish officers here) gain ground, that the confidence

of the Sultan his master in his active talents has been

misplaced, it may cost him his head, before his present

campaign is at an end.

According to the best calculations we can make, both

the instruments of ratification vnll be here on the 16th,

and might be exchanged on the following day. But,

my lord, as that will fall on a Wednesday (a most

inauspicious day) we must not be surprised if the Turks,

who have found that every happy hour of this Congress

took place on a Thursday, should make it a serious point

with the mediators to gratify their ardent wish, by

putting the finishing hand to the whole negotiation on

the morning of Thursday the 18th instant.

I shall have all my servants and carriages on the

other side of the Danube on the preceding evening, and

shall set out from hence an hour after the last ceremony

shall be complete. I intend to make no stop on the

road, and hope to reach Vienna in twelve or thirteen

days. But should I meet on the road a messenger

from your lordship, I shall travel, if necessary, night

and day to fulfil his Majesty's commands.

E. M. K.
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SIR ROBERT AINSLIE* TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Constantinople, August 9f7t, 17!*1.

Dear Sih^

Ouly two hours since I was honoured with

your most welcome letters of the 1st and 4th instant^

and although in the paroxysm of a tertian fever, I

cannot consent to slip this first opportunity of a Tartar,

who is to depart immediately from the Porte for Sistovo,

to offer you my hearty, and truly sincere congratula-

tions upon the happy issue of the salutary work of

peace in which you, ray dear Sir, have held such a

distinguished place.

It affords me the highest satisfaction to be able to

assure you that the Eeis Effendi, the Lord Chief Justice

of Roumelia, and other eminent persons to whom I sent

compliments upon this important occasion, did all, in

the strongest terms, express their personal gratitude for

this, amongst other signal services so nobly rendered to

their Court by Great Britain and Prussia; and the

highest encomiums upon the dignified, able, and zealous

conduct which you, my dear Sir, and your co-operating

colleagues, have exhibited throughout the whole of your

arduous and delicate negotiations.

It is very remarkable that no advices were received

from Sistovo since the 24th ultimo, and that in the

interval, the Sultan, in a manner besieged by a certain

party, was daily, nay, hourly deceived by false and

unfavourable reports. I refer you to my annexed letter

to Lord Grenvillc, which I beg you will seal and for-

ward ; and wishing you a continuation of health, the

greatest of blessings, I have the honour to be, with most

sincere attachment, dear Sir, Your, &c,,

Robert Ainslie.

* British Jlinistei' at Constantinople.
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SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Sistovo, Aurjust ISltll, 1701.

My Lord,

In consequence of most unaccountable dila-

toriness on the part of both the Imperial Courts, we are

here on tlie 19thc/ noon without the ratifications ^feithei-

2)arty ! There can be no doubt of their arriving before

evening, and the exchange will take place to-morrow

morning, after which I shall cross the Danube, and

proceed some stages on my way to Vienna. The state

of my own health (which has been a good deal shaken

during the last seven days) would have exposed me to

the risk of being laid up in some miserable hut in

Wallachia if I had begun my journey sooner. But a

pretty violent paroxysm of an ague brought on a salu-

tary crisis yesterday, and Prince Esterhazy^s physician

assures me that I may safely set out to-morrow. I

need not say how gladly I shall quit this burning cage,

iu which I have been confined for eight long months.

I am glad to be able to render my letters in some

degree interesting, by the tidings brought to General

Mitrowski at Bucharest, and forwarded by him hither

Avith all speed, of the preliminaries of peace between

Russia and the Porte being signed by Prince Repnin

and the Grand Vizier on the 10th instant.

We are happy here in the supposition that our pacifi-

cation has essentially contributed to accelerate the

other. We have made our visits of conge to the Otto-

man plenipotentiaries, and they have returned theirs.

They have requested of the mediators to convey to their

sovereigns the strongest assurance of the sincere grati-

tude of the Porte for the signal services for Avhich the

Turkish empire stands indebted to the magnanimity

and friendly assistance of the three allied Courts.

A second paroxysm of the ague warns me to finish
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this letter^ and make up the packet for the messenger,

lest a third fit should incapacitate me at the moment of

his setting out.

I have the honour to be, &c.

E. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

Sistovo, August IQih, 1791,

My dear Sisters,

Joy upon joy ! and a miraculous increase

!

Our pacification has produced, and only seven days

after its own birth (not its equal, for I pretend it can

have no equal), but another hopeful babe, which will

give satisfaction to all Europe. On the 10th instant

Prince Repnin and the Grand Vizier signed the preli-

minaries of peace between those two empires, with an

immediate cessation of all hostilities. So, my dear

Anne, all Europe is at peace; and those who may, with

a safe conscience, claim the merit of having essentially

contributed to the restoration of that general blessing,

have deserved well of humanity. There is not a grain

of vanity, my dear friend, in this assertion ; it proceeds

from honest and liberal feeling.

I have been sadly fatigued these four or five days,

and the heats have been almost intolerable. But all

goes well when a man is making the last preparations

to get out of a narrow cage in the hottest of all dog-

days. I have just now had the parting Adsit of the three

Ottoman plenipotentiaries, who show themselves more

unaff'ectedly grateful than ever Turks did to Christians.

What makes them the happiest of men is, that the

Grand Signor has, in retm-n for the copy of our peace,

sent them his benediction—a term which his Sublimity

never employs but to express unlimited approbation.

We got these visits of ceremony over on both sides, in
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order that I might be ready to set out the instant after

the instruments of ratification shall have been exchanged

through the hands of the mediators. This we hope to

do to-morrowf and then^ my dear sisters^ for Vienna

!

where my superiors are desirous to employ my zeal for

other good purposes.

I am sorry that the necessary attention to my health

must make me travel (at least for the first days) by

short stages. But I am determined not to play the

fool by inflaming my blood in acquiring reputation as a

courier. I shall be at Vienna by the 1st or 3nd of

September, and in full time euough, as the Emperor's

coronation at Prague is to be the 6th, and he will not

return to his capital till the 11th or 12th.

So much for peaces and princes; now for a little

domestic chat. I am sure my good friends at home are

delighted with the success of my last great ramble. It

Avill make me contented in my mind, and help to make
me easy in circumstances to the end ofmy life. I know-

not what present the Turks intend to make us at the

ratification, but they have treated us very handsomely

throughout, and I should be ashamed to have put them

to so great an expense, if the services we have rendered

to their empire were not, in fact, the most important

they have owed to mediators since they existed in

Eui'ope.

I have been at a very great expense, and know not

yet what allowance is made me from home -, and I am
now setting out, with five heavy-loaded carriages, to

make a second journey of eight hundred miles to return

to Vienna. But I have no doubt of meeting with every

sort of remuneration, as my superiors are more than

pleased with my services. I have very good accounts

from all my friends on the Continent, and expect still

better from your island in a day or two.

My trusty comrade Stuart is well, and jumping for
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joy to get once more into Christendom. To say tlie

truth, a man must have a very serious object of pursuit

to bear up against all the inconveniences and depri-

vations of this barbarous village; and our Bulgarian

climate, of which I have so often boasted, has, since the

beginning of these insupportable heats, begun to shake

the constitutions of several of my people. But they are

all getting well, and the exercise of moderate travelling

is the best of all medicines.

August 10th.

The ratifications of neither party are at this moment
arrived, my dear sisters, but they must be here to-day,

and be exchanged to-morrow em'Iy ; therefore I must

make up this letter immediately, as I may be called

upon unawares ; for the Austrian interpreter (who sets

out for Vienna the instant after the exchange) will be

the bearer of it. Adieu, then, my dear sisters ; be in no

uneasiness about my journey; we have had rain, and

the Aveatlier is now cool. Heaven bless you, and grant

us a happy meeting !

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO IIIS SISTERS.

Crujova, at least twenty miles from Sistovo,

Aur/ust 25th, 1791.

Now His Name be praised I in full chorus ; for after

exchanging the ratifications of the best peace which

has been made these fifty years, and thereby laying in

store of comfortable reflections for life, I set out, my
dear sisters, on the 3ord in the evening, and made two

stages to be once fairly on my way to a comfortable

home. Yesterday I had my fourth attack of an honest

regular ague, of which I am no more afraid than of a

Miss's anger with her fan. For what the deuce has

an ague to do in my carcase, or with what can it fight

;
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as in tlie last fourteen clays not one grain of animal food

lias entered into my mouth. This is a sort of regimen

Trhich sets Madame la fievre at defiance^ and I will so

starve the lady on the one hand, and so bump her on

the other, that before I reach Vienna, she and I will be

an hundred leagues asunder.

The Grand Turk behaved with great munificence

towards each of the three mediating ministers, by giAT^ng

to each of us at parting an order for thirty thousand

piastres,'^ on his treasury, besides clothing us again in

handsome sable pelisses (the last of which is really of

value) and mounting us on an Asiatic horse, with a

prodigious fine caparison. What with the Imperial

present, and the remains of the Tain, (or money allotted

for daily subsistence) a good round sum has been

remitted by me to Constantinople; but there the

Turkish coin, since its late debasement, is a drug

w^hich we shall find it hard to get off our hands, even at

25 per cent, discount, against any European place of

exchange. No matter, my dear Anne, I have money

enough. I did not go to Turkey with one avaricious

idea about me ; I certainly bring back none. But I

carry along with me the greatest of all satisfactions,

the certainty of having acted ray part like a gentleman,

and an upright servant of the Crown; and to have

helped essentially in the general pacification of Europe

;

as the Russian peace is the genuine daughter (though I

am afraid she will not prove the handsome daughter)

of the peace of Sistovo. But enough of this ; I hate

boasting.

Stuart has not ailed one quarter of an hour ; he is

* Whether from a higher estimate of the value of the present pacific-

ation, or depreciation in the value of money, or increased Uberality on

the part of the Porte : 25,000 were similarly presented at the Congress of

Forzany, on conclusion of a treaty between Turkey and Russia, twenty

years before, in 1772.

VOL. II. II
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an affectionate lad, and has been of great service to me.

Pray if any of his friends be within your reach, let

them know how much I value him. I rest here this

half-day, to write to everybody ; and to-morrow, Ma-
dame la fievre being to make me (I hope) her last visit,

I shall make two stages before the hour when she is

used to come. I will receive her in a Wallachian hut,

underground, (there being no other at Gogos) ; this

will so disgust her, that I shall hear no more of her.

The next day I arrive in good time at Czernetz, and

Trajan's bridge ; which last I will this time examine

with my own eyes. The next day, Meadia, then Lugos,

then Temeswaer, and from thence into Hungary,

amongst civilized people. I shall make my way to

Vienna with every maxim of prudence, except the Latin

adage, "festina lente," which I take to be illustrious

nonsense ; and made for no man who has public and

important occupation awaiting him.

I hope to be at Vienna on the 5th or 6th of Sep-

tember, and consequently in full time to pay my court

to the Emperor, on his return from Prague, where he

is to be crowned on the 6th, and the Empress on the

8th of September. There is a pretty circumstance

attending the latter coronation, which is, that this

Emperor's eldest daughter (whose state of health did

not allow her to think of matrimony) being appointed

Abbess of the Noble Chapter at Prague, has thereby

the right, which she will certainly exercise, of putting

the crown on the head of her affectionate mother.

That part of the ceremony is the only one I regret

not to see. Basta ! Don't you think, my dear sisters,

that for a man who is said to be labouring under a heavy

ailment, I have written a great deal ?

So I have, my dear friends ; and I will overdo in

nothing. Love to all cronies ; I have not time to

enumerate them. Tell them all my affections grow
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stronger as I grow older : they will not believe you^ but

the thing is true ! Be in no shape in pain about my
journey. It is the best medicine for me. The weather

is not inconveniently hot^ and the roads are excellent.

Adieu. God bless you, and all the spinstership.

You shall hear again from Buda.

R. M. K.

P.S.—Don^t forget the message about Stuart.*

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS.

Vienna, Septeniber 7th, 1791.

My dear Anne,

What you say is perfectly true ; siic words of

sterling weight are worth a million. Look at this date,

and rejoice ! I arrived here in the morning of the 5th,

a good deal fatigued, but with my health so much
improved by the journey, that in a week or ten days, I

shall be the rose in June, and the trout in the clear

stream. I am honestly well and happy beyond

measui'e, because all my business has succeeded to my
most sanguine wishes. I found all my friends here

well. I expect a messenger every hour from England,

with many pleasant and comfortable tidings for your

brother. The double fruits of his labom's are vvcll

* Afterwards the well-known, and highly-distinguished Peninsula

hero, Sir Wm. Stuart. Those familiar with the exploits of one, whose

militai'y ardoui- it would have been sacrilege to stifle under the harassing

bondage of what his older soldier friend styles " tugging like the veriest

slave, at the diplomatic oar," will appreciate the disinterested candour

with which Sir R. M. Keith (at the risk of considerable disappointment

to his gallant pupil's father) rescued him from an uncongenial slavery,

and gave to the army of Britain one of its noblest ornaments. " I am
persuaded " (writes he to Lord GaUoway), " that you will do ivell to let

yom- son follow the vocation, in which he has every right to expect pro-

motion and honour. I will be hound for his iccoming an excellent officer."

I I 2
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known and approved at Wliiteliall,* and ere long you

will, I doubt not, hear of something to his advantage.

I promised you sLv ivorcls. I have given you ten.

My blessing into the bargain, and love to all.

N.B.—No more journies into Turkey !

Yours ever, my dear sisters,

"With heart and good-will,

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Vienna, Sept. 1th, 1791.

My Lord,

After a jom-ney more agreeable and expe-

ditious than I had reason to expect, through the most

inhospitable countries, and with a tertian ague for my
companion, I arrived at Vienna on the morning of

the 5th, and as my health has gained considerably by

travelling, I am now in a situation to obey, with

activity as well as alacrity, whatever commands his

Majesty shall be pleased to honour me with.

INIr. Stratton (with whose assiduous endeavours to

forward the King's service I trust that your lordship

has every reason to be satisfied), has given up the pen

to me, and I beg leave to return (for a moment) to

Sistovo to mention the occurrences of the forenoon

which preceded my departure.

* No idle boast. A letter of the same date from Mr. Dundas, (then

high in office, and Mr. Pitt's most trusted colleag\ie) thus says in writing

to the " sister Anne " of the foregoing correspondence : " Lord Grenville is

an exceeding good man, and your brother cannot be in better, or more

honourable hands. This has been a busy summer for Sir Robert ; and

I daresay lias given him a new stock of health and sjairits. Nothing so

good for both, as to be 2'>ut upon one's mettle! He has been so ; and it

will give you much satisfaction to be informed by me, not in ministerial

style, that he has done incomparuhhj tcdl ; and in the conduct of an

arduous and delicate negotiation, has managed himself so as to obtain

our complete approbation,"



SIR EGBERT MURRAY KEITH. 485

Previous to the exchange of tlie ratifications of the

two Imperial Courts, Prince INIorusi, chief dragoman

of the Porte, waited on each of the three mediating

ministers apart; and in the name of the Sultan, he

expressed to us the high sense that monarch entertained

of the impartiality and perseverance which had been

constantly displayed in the conduct of the mediators,

and likewise the obligation he owed to their sovereigns

for the equitable and solid peace, which Avas that day

to receive its final sanction.

Prince Morusi then presented to each of us an order

on the Imperial treasury, at Constantinople, for the

sum of thirty thousand piastres, for the expense of our

journey homewards. That sum, according to the actual

value of the debased Turkish coin may be equivalent to

about two thousand three hundred pounds sterling.

As soon as the instruments of ratification were ex-

changed in the Congress chamber, each of the five

Christian ministers was invested with a handsome sable

pelisse, as a distinguished mark of the Sultan's satis-

faction. I found in the court of the Congress house,

a Turkish horse, very richly caparisoned, which was

likewise a gift from the Grand Signor, and in return

I distributed handsome presents of gold watches and

money (according to what is practised at the Porte on

similar occasions) to each of the persons who had been

employed in presenting to us those marks of the Grand
Signer's munificence. I mention these circumstances

only to evince the sincerity of the gratitude towards liis

Majesty which the Ottoman plenipotentiaries had been

commanded to express, and to render manifest, by the

distinctions heaped on the King's minister.

Promotions to higli dignity have taken place among
our quondam Turkish colleagues, and all three of them

are ordered to Galatz to negotiate the Russian peace.

Nothing could have added so much to the heartfelt joy
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of the Prussian minister and my own at tlie iiappj^

termination of our negotiation, as our conviction that

the pressing and repeated representations we had made

by order of our Courts, to the Porte, and the exhorta-

tions we had employed with the Grand A^izier to OA^er-

come his repugnance to treat, on the terms proposed,

had proved so fortunate, as to pave the way for the

immediate conclusive signature of the prehminaries

with Russia.

I am now to thank your lordship for the very explicit

instructions contained in your dispatch No. 7, which

came to my hands at the eve of my departure from

Sistovo, and it gave me infinite satisfaction to find that

under the guidance of your lordship's preceding com-

mands, I had held a conduct in every point, respecting

the acceleration of the ultimate conclusion of the whole

business, and my own personal stay at the place of

Congress, perfectly consonant to those orders which

your lordship conveyed to me in the above-mentioned

dispatch.

On the evening of my arrival at Buda, the messenger

Basilico joined me there, and delivered to me your

dispatch No. 8, in which the most welcome assurance

which your lordship had the goodness to give me, of

his Majesty's most gracious and full approbation of my
services, filled my mind with true satisfaction and

gratitude. In the view to hasten the arrival of Basilico

at Constantinople, I dispatched him by the way of

Belgrade, and gave him a letter to Marshal Wallis

requesting his Excellency to forward Basilico, with a

special jiinissary to accompany him. I wrote by him to

Sir Robert Ainslie, in the precise spirit of your lordship's

instructions ; and I am persuaded that I may pawn my
credit for that ambassador's exerting the most strenuous

efforts to carry his Majesty's commands respecting the

Russian peace into execution.
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On my arrival liere I made a round of the visits

prescribed by etiquette at this Court. Most of the

Imperial ministers are at PraguCj but Prince Kaunitz

being at his villa in the subm-bs of the city, I waited

on him there last night, and was received in a very

polite manner. The only mention, however, which he

made of our late negotiation was in these words, '^ Je

suis fdche mon cher Chevalier de toutes les peines que

nous vous avons occasionnees la bas ; et nous vous sommes

tres obliges cles soins que vous avez donnes pour ecarter

les difficuUes, et amener une conclusion heureiise." I as-

sin-ed him of the pleasure I had felt in contributing by

the most impartial good offices, to so happy an event.

E. M. K.

LORD AUCKLAND TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Hague, Septeniber 6th, 1791.

My dear Sir,

All your dispatches from Sistovo, to No. 94,

inclusive, have been regularly received, and faithfully

and expeditiously forwarded. As this will find you

returned to Vienna, and Mr. Stratton^s functions conse-

quently suspended, allow me through you, to make my
cordial acknowledgments to him for all the pleasure and

information I have derived from his correspondence,

and for the obliging attention he has shown to all the

letters I have transmitted to him. To you I will not

observe the form of acknowledgments ; because, under

the long friendship which has existed between us, I have

had the good fortune to enjoy a full participation in all

the details of your late important and glorious nego-

tiation, from its birth to its' conclusion. But I most

cordially congratulate you on the satisfactory feelings

which must remain upon your mind, in the result of

that transaction ; upon the solid credit which you have
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acquired ; and, in fine, upon the beneficent tendency of

the whole affair, to the interests of humanity, and to the

tranquillity of Europe.

If quiet continues in the Netherlands, and upon the

borders of France, I imagine that you Avill now wish to

make your correspondence revert to the ordinary course

of the post ; and w^iatever loss may arise from it to this

mission, I cannot be so selfish as to Avish to the con-

trary. I leave this to your reflections, assuring you most

cheerfully that I have no wish but to see the business

go on to the best advantage. 11 you remain at Vienna,

and / return here, I think we may establish a very

useful circular correspondence with whoever shall be at

Berlin.

At present, I am in all the bustle of preparation for

a short excursion to England. Lord Henry Spencer

remains here as charge d'affaires. I warmly recom-

mend him to your confidence and favourable regards.

Though very young, he possesses an excellent disposi-

tion for his career, and the most consummate discretion.

The fleeting fault of being young, will, unfortunately

for him, as for his predecessors— diminish every day.

You have ever had the generous disposition to encourage

and advance young men of promising talents ; and you

cannot have a better subject than the one now pointed

out. Lord Henry will write to you if anything occurs

here that may interest you, and will be happy to receive

any commands from you.

Lord Elgin passed through this place last week. He
had not been fairly treated by his colleague in Italy.

In other respects, I do not consider the treaty of the

25th July as a subject of any uneasiness to England

—

au contraire, a phsieurs egards. The conferences of

Pilnitz seem not to have produced any decision for

active measures
;
perhaps it is best to have left the mad

democracy to its own inventions. It will gradually, and
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soon show to mankind the folly of attempting to ground

a great government on abstract principles.

I am not quite easy as to the state of the Austrian

Netherlands. There has been in that transaction a

most unaccountable conduct at the Court where you

reside. If they had acceded frankly and cordially, to

the fair and friendly views of the maritime powers, they

might have had a secure and permanent possession ; at

present it is, and will be, of a very different description.

Believe me, dear Sir, ever most sincerely yours,

Auckland.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO HIS SISTERS,

Vienna, Sty;^. loth, 1791.

"Whilst a courier from London is galloping to Vienna

with all manner of pleasing and honourable tidings to

me, I seize an hour of leisure to give you, my dear

sisters, some accoimt of my final transactions at Sistovo,

and of my journey homewards. You know all about

the tokens of distinction heaped on us the day the

peace was signed; now for the exchange of the ratifica-

tions, a conclusive step on which the Turks laid infinite

stress, and one Avhere they judged my presence so indis-

pensably necessary, that although I had the King's

permission, (nay, even injunction,) to return with all

convenient speed, to Vienna, I determined, and have

oince been applauded from home for so doing—to wait a

fortnight, in order to put the finishing hand to every-

thing, and to make the treaty of Sistovo the most

complete work, as I trust it is the most durable, of the

diplomatic kind which have been terminated for half a

century. The slowness of the two Imperial Courts

protracted my stay till the 23rd, and in that interval I

had one of the greatest pleasures, and on the other

hand, one of the most severe trials I could possibly
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experience. I learned with tlie liighest satisfaction that

our peace, and our most earnest remonstrances, and

entreaties at the Porte, and with the Grand Vizier, had

produced the immediate result of the signature of the

preliminar}' articles of peace between the Russians and

Turks. This was, to the British administration, the

most important and least expected of all political events.

I am convinced that ministry feel that service rendered

to their country as giving a tenfold value to the Sistovo

treaty.

On the same day (the 16th August) that I sent those

glad tidings to England, I was seized with a violent,

but regular fit of the Bulgarian ague; and I had it

pretty smartly on the ISth, 20th, and 23rd. Yet still

I determined to set out on my return, the 23rd, an

hour after the exchange of the ratifications. A German
physician belonging to Count Esterhazy, told me I

might travel with safety, lying by on the ague days.

On the 23rd, the last ceremony was performed, and the

Turks on that occasion, (as on several of the preceding

ones) expressed by order of their sovereign, the most

sincere gratitude towards the mediating Comets, and the

highest esteem for the mediating ministers.

As a proof of those sentiments, I should tell you, my
dear Anne, that on the 22nd, Prince Morusi, principal

dragoman of the Porte, waited upon each of the media-

tors separately, and after the handsomest compliments

in the name of his sovereign, he presented to each of us,

an order sent b}^ the Grand Signer upon his treasury,

for thirty thousand piastres, to pay the expense of our

joiirney homewards. That sum, according to the actual

value of the debased Turkish coin, may amount to about

2300Z. Our allowance for provisions had been so ample,

that there remained likewise a surplus to be received on

that score. So much for money. At the instant when
the ratifications were delivered, each of us was again
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invested with a valuable sable pelisse ; and as I imme-

diately shook hands kindly with all my Turkish and

Christian colleagues in order to cross the Danube, I

found in the court of the Congress house, another

prancing Turkish steed (a better one than the first,)

superbly caparisoned; being a last gift from Sultan

SeKm. With this token of his munificence, I returned

home to get on my travelling dress ; but not till I had

given sia^ gold watches, and many many small sums of

money to all those Turks who had been employed to

decorate, and to mount me, &c. &c.

I now take leave of Sistovo, my dear Anne, with

inward satisfaction at having resided there, and heart-

felt joy at getting away from it. I am now crossing the

Danube in a fine Tm^kish barge, and firing my cannon

;

my four carriages and twenty servants are waiting for

me on the Wallachian side; my heavy baggage and

Turkish horses (to mount Stratton and Stuart) are to

follow me by slow degrees; and now blessings from

thirty Turkish throats, and I am in my chaise with two

companions, honest Stuart and filthy tertian ague. The

latter I was determined to fast down, and from that day

to this I have not swallowed one atom of animal food.

I travelled rapidly on my good days, and swallowed a

little English bark ; I made short stages on my mawkish

days (for the ague soon abated), and ate nothing but

thin soup and spinach. So I got to Vienna in twelve

days and a half, with only a memorandum of the ague

once in two days ; as much as to say, " I am not yet

gone, but preparing to go.'' Now, I can hardly distin-

guish one day from the other. Pimctum.

And so, Mr. Robert (say you), you have come back

again within a very small distance of Trajan's bridge,

and know nothing more of that sweet bridge than when
you passed it in a foggy day last December ! The accu-

sation is false, Mrs. Anne; I went (ague and all) to
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tlie very bridge itself, and to the Severiner Tower, and

Stuart measured tliem ; and -wliat is more, we brought

away stone, and brick, and mortar, in large lumps from

each of them, and I am to get them polished and set

in snuff-boxes, and you shall take your pinch with a bit

of Trajan and of his mortar directly under your nose

;

—what say you to that ? And I have a collection of

models, and I have ten Trajans, and as many Adrians

and Severus's; and I have Philip of Macedon, audi
have Lysimachus, and I have Titus's daughter with her

strange curls, and I have Alexander the Great, fresh as

when he came from the Mint, and as comely a fellow as

ever you saw. And now get me home to Scotland as

fast as you can, for I am a treasure in the way of cracks.*

Heaven send us all a speedy and happy meeting.

R. M. K.

Note from Prince Kaunitz, accompanying the gift of

the Emperor Leopold's picture :

—

A MONSIEUR LE CHEVALIER DE KEITH, ETC., ETC.

A Vienne, Nov. Seme, 1791.

L'Empereur voulant temoigner a Monsieur TEnvoye

Extraordinaire, et Ministre Plenipotentiaire du Roi de

la Grande Bretagne, le Chevalier de Keith, le cas que

fait Sa Majeste des soins que ce Ministre a donnes k la

conclusion de la paix de Sistovo,—charge le Chancelier

de Cour et d'Etat, de remettre a Monsieur le Chevalier la

boite ornee duportraitdeSaMajestelmperialeci-aupres.f

Et le Chancelier, en s'acquittant d'lin ordre aussi

agreable, a I'honneur en meme tems, de reiterer a

Monsieur I'Envoye Extraordinaire, les assurances de

sa consideration tres distinguee.

* Anylice, chit-chat.

•f- A truly Imperial gift, of uncommon value and beauty.
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The five or six months immediatelj^ succeeding the

return of Sir R. M. Keith from Sistovo, seems (from

the very minute and interesting dispatches transmitted

by him to Lord Grenville), to have been arduously and

painfully employed in tracing and recording the fluc-

tuations of counsels and opinions in the Austrian

cabinet^ regarding a rupture with France, which it

seems probable, in spite of the suspension of active

measures occasioned by the French King's acceptance

of the constitution^ would have taken place even had

the life of the reigning Emperor been prolonged.

The increasing, perhaps natural efforts of the emigrant

princes of the blood to invoke Austrian intervention,

the madness and insolence of the National Assembly,

on which they chiefly relied, as likely to exasperate the

Emperor and his ministers ; and, finally, the increasing

danger of his sister and his family (with the pretext

afforded for interference on behalf of the frontier

princes of the empire), all seemed verging towards the

actual commencement of hostilities, when the following

communications (whose interest has been revived by

the recent events in France) took place on the part of

the British minister to his official principal. On the

14th January, 1792, Sir K. Keith thus writes to Lord

Grenville :

—

" It will not surprise your lordship to learn that the

transactions at Paris in the last days of December, the

haughty style assumed by the National Assembly in

their decrees respecting Germany, and the threatening

tenor of the French King's message to that meeting,

have occasioned very disagreeable sensations here. The

French ambassador received by a courier, on Wednesday,

an official communication, which he delivered to Prince

Kaunitz the same day, and the incident gave rise to a

general report that a French invasion on the territory

of Turin and Mentz was to be expected.
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"Whilst the minds of men were agitated by the

intelligence from Paris, the arrival, on the morning of

Thm-sday, of the (pretended) Prince of Nassau, from

Coblentz, gave a new spur to the curiosity of the public,

to discover the nature of the commission with which he

was charged by the Bourbon princes. He was admitted,

on the same forenoon, to an audience of the Emperor,

and he held, before night, two long conferences with

Prince Kaunitz. JNIy endeavours, in this critical con-

juncture, have been most assiduous to collect authentic

information, and I trust that the following particulars

may be relied on. This Court, though much embarrassed,

and not less alarmed, by the actual posture of affairs,

continues to have recourse to palliatives only, and has

hitherto adopted no steady or vigorous plan of conduct,

and the evil day of decision is put off as long as

possible.

" I am convinced, however, my lord, that this Court

at length conceives the imminent danger of a rupture

with France, and will proceed to make serious military

preparations, on the first intelligence from Paris, that

the measures they have employed towards the French

cabinet are likely to prove ineffectual. With all this,

I remain in the conviction that the reluctance of the

Emperor to draw the sword is in no respect diminished,

notwithstanding that he has been heard to say, within

these ten days, that if the French madmen were deter-

mined to force him into a war, they should find that the

pacific Leopold knew how to wage it with the greatest

vigour, and would oblige them to pay the expenses of

that war, in something more solid than assipiats.

" The resolution of this Court to march, very speedily,

six thousand men towards the French frontier, and to

hold in readiness a body of thirty thousand for the same

purpose, is so publicly talked of here, that it must be
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the wish of this Coui't to give the greatest degree of

credibiHty to that warlike preparation. I own that I

cannot discover a rational motive for this sudden and

ostentatious display of vigorous measures^ which are

little of a piece with the known principles of this reign
;

and may, in my humble opinion, possibly rekindle

Erench jealousy, at a time when it appears to be

gradually subsiding. I am positively assured, and in

the utmost confidence, by a person of undoubted credit,

that all this is nothing more than an empty pai'ade, and

I have every reason to believe that this information may
be relied on. Yet still the expediency of a demonstra-

tion of this nature, and at the present moment, remains

to me an inexplicable mystery.

" I am but too often in the case of not being able to

comprehend the conduct of this Cabinet, and perhaps

your lordship will find it as difl&cult as I do, to discover

the wisdom of a recent aifront which (as I am assured

by the advice of Prince Kaunitz) has been put on the

French National Assembly. The decree by which they

commanded the dispersion of the Brabant emigrants in

French Flanders, has been sent back by this Court as

inadmissible here, because it Avas promulgated by that

Assembly, and not by the French King himself.

"list.

'' The Prince of Nassau makes no secret to his

friends of the ill success of his negotiation here. He
finds that some favom'able assurances which the Emperor

gave him, in Ms first audience, have been explained

away by the Austrian ministers. They paid no attention

to a plan he proposed of military operations, in favour

of the Bourbon princes; and I understand that the

only ad\dce this ministry has conveyed through him to

the French emigrants, is to remain quiet in the places

of refuge which have been assigned to them.
" The steps which are taking here towl'rds forming an

\
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army of observation^ are wholly unconnected with that

prince's commission. The wish of this Court is to show

a ready compliance with the suggestion of his Prussian

Majesty, by preparing to support their joint language at

Paris. They are desirous to cement all their future

proceedings with the Court of Berlin, and intend to

propose that the two Courts (when perfectly agreea on

those matters) should make an explicit declaration to

the French government, on the points which they have

particularly in view, and on which their joint attention

to the future welfare and tranquillity of Europe, makes

it their duty to insist in the strongest manner.

"These objects are said to be four in number. The

security of the French royal family, and the main-

tenance of the monarchical form of government in that

kingdom; the restitution of all the possessions and

rights of the German princes in the French dominions;

the same justice to be done to the Pope, by restoring

the county of Avignon ; and lastly, a general amnesty

in favour of the princes of the blood and their adherents,

on reasonable conditions. The two Courts to notify,

hereafter, the above declaration to the principal Courts

of Europe, requesting their concurrence and co-

operation.

" This, my lord, is the rough draught of a decisive

measure the Court of Vienna is thought to have in

serious contemplation, but of which the execution may
still be at a considerable distance. I am assured that

the Empress of Russia has renewed, (by a messenger

who arrived here two days ago) her earnest exhortation

to the Emperor to assist the princes of the blood, by a

military force, in an immediate attack on France. Your

lordship will judge hoAV ineffectual that request is likely

to prove at the present juncture.

"KM. K.''
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P> " 28t7i.

" The contents of the decree of the National Assembly

of the 14th instant, with respect to the Emperor and

Empire, occasioned much surprise here, after the arrival

of the last French post. I have occasion to know that

Prince Kaunitz had, in the evening of yesterday, no

authentic information on that head : as he publicly

denied all belief of such a manifest proof of what he

termed the insolence of the French National Assembly.

It likewise appears strange that the French mission

had, last night, no ministerial communication of the said

fact, and I do not hear that Monsieur de Noailles has

received a courier from Paris. I take notice of these

particulars in order to show that my utmost attention

is turned to discover what effect that very rash step on

the part of the French government may produce here.

I need hardly remark to your lordship that, if the

French be really in earnest, to act up to the terms of

the above-mentioned decree, new and very vigorous

measures must be taken here, and without any delay,

to be properly prepared for the explosion of French

foolhardiness.

" I am not surprised at Prince Kaunitz's professed

incredulity last night, because he is accustomed to

suppose that his pen carries conviction and terror to

whatever quarter its dictates are directed, and that

he will refuse, to the last possible moment, to believe

that any nation can set his own logic, or the power of

this monarchy, at defiance.

" February \st.

" A courier from Paris brought to the French ambas-

sador, on Saturday evening, a letter from the French

Secretary of State to Monsieur de Noailles, which the

latter communicated to the Vice-Chancellor, Count

Cobenzel, and afterwards to Prince Kaunitz, in a long

conference on Monday. I feel that it is of the utmost

VOL. II, K K.
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consequence to discover tlie real sensation which the

last communication from France has occasioned here,

and the probable effect of it. I shall be very cautious

not to mislead your lordship on a point of so great

moment^ and must therefore suspend my judgment for

a few days.

" Notwithstanding that the French Secretary of State

has undoubtedly conveyed the requisitions of the Na-

tional Assembly, in as mild and temperate language as

the nature of them could possibly admit of, there is

great reason to believe that such peremptory questions

have hurt and perplexed Prince Kaunitz to a very high

degree. His first suggestions to the Emperor will

probably have been, at least, very firm, if not haughty.

But as that monarch dreads nothing so much as war,

and is well aware that his next step in the French

affairs must prove, in a great measure, decisive—I am
almost certain that he will delay his reply to France

till he has consulted his new ally and bosom friend, the

King of Prussia. This opinion has been this instant

confirmed by the person who has at this junctm-e the

most free access to the secrets of this Court. It

remains to be seen how the National Assembly will

relish this slow method of proceeding.

"R. M. K.^^

[Secreq.

Vienna, February ith, 1 792.

Your lordship will forgive my beginning this letter

by saying that a man in my situation, who is carefully

debarred by the Austrian ministry from the smallest

share in their secrets, has a very difficult task, in

tracing out, with any degree of certainty, the sudden

variations of blustering vanity and timid irresolution,

which occasion the desultory conduct of this cabinet.

Four days ago it was determined that no answer
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should be given to France till the purport of it should

have been concerted mth the Court of Berlin. This

was called cool and deliberate courage; and it was

supposed that no mode of proceeding was so proper to

intimidate the rash boasters of the French councils.

To-day (as I have good ground to think) another

idea predominates, and it has been resolved to give a

speedy answer to Monsieur de Noailles, and without

consulting the tardy ally at Berlin. This step is now
imagined to be the surest proof of unshaken magna-

nimity ; and such it will be, if the language of that

reply keeps pace with the Emperor's preceding decla-

rations.

But, my lord, I in my conscience believe that I

traduce the character of no great man in Austria by

manifesting a suspicion, that the fear of a rupture v»rith

France has, at this moment, so far the upper hand,

that it is more than probable the style of this cabinet

will, in some measure, betray that secret in the minis-

terial oflfice, which is to be delivered to the French

ambassador.

I beg of your lordship to look upon this intelligence

as tolerably authentic for the present hour ; I dare not

warrant that my report by next post may not be in

contradiction to it.

It must be confessed, that in consequence of the

many half measures, and abortive projects of this

government, during the last two years, in respect to

politics, finances, and military system, the monarchy

is at present less able to meet a foreign war with

becoming firmness, than at any period during a long

course of years.
February ^th.

On Monday evening the French ambassador received

a courier from Paris, with a new ministerial office,

which he communicated yesterday to Prince Kaunitz,

K K 2
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in a private conference. It is believed to relate to the

decree of tlie National Assembly of the 25th January,

although that decree had not been sanctioned by the

French King.

The sentiments of the French nation towards the

Emperor have manifested themselves of late with so

much acrimony, that it is difficult to imagine any

degree of mitigation, in point of form or style, which

can have rendered the commission of Monsieur de

Noailles palatable to this Court. I have this instant

learned that at the same time that he acquainted this

Court that the King, his master, had put his veto on

the decree of the National Assembly, he renewed his

most pressing instances to engage the Emperor to give

a speedy and satisfactory answer to his two ministerial

offices, no reply having hitherto been made to either.

I believe this Court is extremely puzzled how to main-

tain the Emperor's dignity, without adding fresh fuel

to the French animosity.

February loth.

My Prussian colleague has seen the minute of the

answer of this Court to France. He thinks it well

drawn up, with becoming dignitj'-, and yet in terms

which indicate the spirit of moderation and conciliation.

It recapitulates, and justifies the whole conduct of the

Emperor towards France, and proves that this Court is

far from harbouring any hostile views against that

kingdom. It denies all intentions whatever of spread-

ing a counter-revolution; and alleges that the French

King himself, by assembling the States General of his

monarchy, had owned the necessity of new modelling

the constitution, and had laid the foundation of that

reformation. That the concert formed between several

powers, relative to the French affairs, had arisen from

the then existing troubles in France; the imminent

danger to which the Royal Family was exposed ; and
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from motives essentially connected "with the safety of

their oavu territories. That the effect of the before-

mentioned concert had been suspended by the French

King's free acceptance of the constitution ; that nothing

but the renewal of the same dangers, and the prospect

of the most sinister events, could call for the prosecution

of such a concert ; and that the Emperor remains in the

most unfeigned disposition to show himself the friend

and ally of the French nation.

This is nearly the purport of it, as I have been able

to gather it from a rapid conversation with my colleague,

who, on being asked his opinion of it, and if he had

such objection to its contents as to render necessary its

being submitted to his Prussian Majesty, thought it

safer to approve of its delivery in the present form than

to have a reference made to his Court, which he judged

to be contrary to its wishes.

idtJi.

The contents of the answer are nearly such as I

mentioned in my last letter. Baron Jacobi observed to

Monsieur Spielman (when the latter showed him the

paper) that two expressions it contained might perhaps

produce a disagreeable effect on the irascible minds of

the French leaders ; the one in Avhicli the maintenance

of the monarchical dignity in that country is stated

among the possible motives for foreign intervention; and

the other where, in distinguishing between the wise and

moderate part ofthe National Assembly, and those mem-
bers of it who appear to be actuated by very opposite

principles—the latter are styled frenetiques.

I have learned that the French ambassador is of

opinion that the Emperor's desire to avoid a rupture

with France is sufficiently indicated in the paper ; but

he deplores the insertion of several phrases in it, and

particularly the mention of the Jacobin Club, as the insti-

gators of the rash measures of the National Assembly.
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These expressions, he thinks, cannot fail to hurt the

moderate men in that assembly, and will be eagerly-

seized by those who wish to create a quarrel, as a proof

that the Emperor seeks to interfere in their internal

affairs, and holds a language injurious to the patriotic

party. Be this as it may, the decision of peace or war

with the Emperor rests henceforth with the National

Assembly. -^ ^ -^-^

It was transferred ere long to a higher and more

irresistible umpire. After the interval of little more

than a year. Sir R. M. Keith (within a week from the

above) was again called on to intimate to his Court the

demise of the occupant of the Imperial throne.

So sudden and unlooked for was this event, that the

following notice (in a P. S. of the 39th February) pre-

cedes but by one day the tidings of the fatal termina-

tion :

—

" I am sorry to acquaint your lordship that the

Emperor has been much indisposed since yesterday

morning, with an inflammatory fever. He has been

twice bled, and I hear (although there is nothing alarm-

ing in his illness) that a consultation of physicians has

ordered a third bleeding this evening.^^

[By my servant Fei-giison.J

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Vienna, March ]st, 1792.

My Lord,

I am indeed heartily sorry to find myself once

more under the melancholy obligation of announcing

to his Majesty the vacancy of the Imperial throne ; the

Emperor Leopold having died this afternoon, about four

o'clock, of an inflammatory fever, which, falling on his

bowels, resisted all the power of medicine, and carried

him ofi" very suddenly, in the third day of his illness.
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An indisposition of long continnance^ .of wliicli I

made mention in my letter of 29tli October^ probably

laid the foundation of the fatal malady. But the

Emperor was so well in health on Monday last, that the

Empress, and all the younger part of the royal family,

were at the opera, on the evening of that day. It was

not till the morning of Tuesday, that the inflammation

appeared; and no serious apprehensions were enter-

tained, till late last night. After four bleedings, and

the application of several different remedies, his Impe-

rial Majesty found himself easier this morning; but

between three and four in the afternoon, the disease

rose at once, to the highest pitch, and he expired, after

a few minutes of agony.

It is needless to say that this sad event has plunged

the royal family into the deepest affliction.

I shall use the utmost diligence in dispatching my
valet-de-chambre with these letters to England, as soon

as the Imperial post-office shall be permitted to furnish

horses to the couriers of foreign ministers.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

U. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Vienna, March 1st, 1792.

My Lord,

As my servant, who is the bearer of the

mournful tidings of the Emperor's demise, will not

be allowed post-horses for several hours, I think it my
duty to throw upon paper a few thoughts which suggest

themselves to my mind (at the moment of that unfore-

seen event) touching the person and character of the

new King of Hungary, and the situation in which he

stands in several different points of view.

At the age of four-and-twenty years his constitution,
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whicli was never very robust, seems to be in some

degree shaken by tlie consequences of a violent tertian

ague which he contracted in the Turkish war. During

his late illness (mentioned in my preceding letters) he

is said to have spit blood several times, but not to any

alarming degree. What is to be feared at present is,

that the violent shock of his fathei-'s decease, and the

immense load of public business which falls so suddenly

on his shoulders, may prove detrimental to his health,

the re-establishment of which was announced to the

public only ten days ago.

The train of life which he has led, both during the

reign of his uncle and father, has been so much confined

within the walls of the Imperial palace, and the commu-
nication which men in public character have had with

this prince has been so constantly restricted to the

narrow line of conventional duty, that perhaps no heir

of a crown, arrived at the age of manhood, was ever less

known to the higher classes of his father's subjects,

or to the corps diplomatique.

What adds to the difficulty of forming a solid judg-

ment in relation to what may be expected from his

future reign, is this singular circumstance, that his

education as an heir-apparent has gone through two dis-

tinct stages, as diff'erent in point of maxim and method

as can well be imagined; so that nothing but expe-

rience can teach us what will be the result of the strong,

rapid, and vehement precepts of government harshly

impressed on his j^outhful mind by the imperious genius

of the Emperor Joseph, or the cautious and fluctuating

advice of his deceased father ; Avho accustomed him to

take some share in the laborious part of public business,

but who, being himself in the prime of life, and natu-

rally supposing that his son had many years before him

to acquire the science of government, was (as I am told)

less in a hurry than the late Emperor had been, to give
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him a fall view of all the springs of government, and

a complete knowledge of the iveak as well as strong

parts of the great machine, which Pro^ddence has now

committed to his guidance.

One quality of the Archduke's character has been

long and generally established. He is known to be an

honest man, fraught with the best and most upright

intentions to fulfil his duties in every station with

justice and humanity ; and we have never heard even

the slightest suspicion of his mind being tainted with a

propensity to any \dce which can sully his fame either

as a man or a monarch. His talents, in as far as we

have, been witnesses to any exertion of them, appear to

be sound and useful. To say more, with so small a

share of authentic information or personal observation

as has fallen to my lot, would be to run the risk of

imposing on your lordship by a precipitate, and, there-

fore, an unwarrantable judgment.

King Francis finds, most assuredly, a very populous

and powerful monarchy ; not, indeed, in a state of unim-

paired vigour; the reigns of the two last sovereigns

having, in some measure, exhausted its resources for a

little time. But the natural strength of it has not been

dangerously wounded in any vital part (the Netherlands

alone excepted), and a few years of steady and pacific

government would, in all probability, restore it to its

former flourishing state.

The Austrian army has, within a few years, been

lowered considerably, both in regard to numbers and

energy of spirit ; and the nature itself of the Turkish

Avar, joined (as I am afraid) to several other concurring

circumstances, has occasioned some relaxation in its

military discipline. However, the young King had an

opportunity of acquiring very just principles of military

knowledge under Marshal Laudohn, and (as we hear it

affirmed on all sides) he had likewise the happiness to
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imbibe^ from tlie maxims of that general^ as well as

from his own experience of the dreadful calamities which

follow wars of ambition, a sincere and deep-rooted aver-

sion to offensive warfare. From such premises we have

a right to presume, that this prince is so far acquainted

with the military profession as to make a proper choice

of the means to restore his army to its former vigour,

and that he will be in no way prodigal of the blood

of his subjects. The finances of this monarchy are

undoubtedly at a very low ebb, which adds a double

cogency to every motive for preserving peace with all

his neighbours.

But the great question to be resolved at this moment
rests, according to my humble opinion, not with him,

but with the French National Assembly ; and the die

is'probably cast before this time, as the Emperor's last

declaration made at Paris seemed calculated to draw on

an immediate and definitive decision on the part of the

leaders of the French council. If, however, the door be

still left open to amicable accommodation, I am pretty

confident that the King of Hungary himself and his

principal adviser, Prince Kaunitz (whose ascendancy in

the present conjuncture will be greater than ever), will

gladly embrace every means of conciliation which can

be devised, without the manifest sacrifice of the honour

of the Crown, or the infallible forfeitm'e of the esteem of

the principal members of the Germanic body, whose

suffrages King Francis will no doubt solicit, and without

delay, for his election to the Imperial dignity.

Your lordship perceives that I make no doubt of

Prince Kaunitz's being immediately entrusted with aU

the powers which hereditary regard, and the timidity of

an inexperienced prince, can throw into his hands. I

hesitate the less in delivering this opinion, as I see

no other person near to the throne who could under-

take (nor to whom the King could Avith any safety
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entrust) the charge of public business at this unforeseen

crisis.

I crave your lordship's indulgence for these hasty

observations amidst a scene of general affliction and

consternation^ which is very apparent in this capital.

The pacific disposition of the late Emperor had rendered

him dear to the bulk of his subjects^ whOj being im-

pressed with the fear of an impending war with ErancCj

seem discouraged at finding themselves under the

government of a young and inexpert sovereign.

E. M. K.

March 7th.

The public interment of the deceased Emperor took

place in the evening of yesterday^ and his remains were

deposited nigh to those of his royal ancestors, in the

vault of the Capuchin Convent in this city. The general

mourning will last six months.

I am sincerely grieved to be obliged to mention the

alarming situation of the health of the Dowager
Empress, who is extremely beloved by all ranks of

people in this country. A slight bleeding on Sunday

evening had so far alleviated the feverish complaint of

the preceding day, that the Grande Maitresse gave us,

on Monday, the assurance that her Imperial Majesty

was almost completely recovered. But, unfortunately,

the rheumatic fever returned, with more violence, in

the evening of yesterday, and we are very sorry to

learn this morning that it has been found necessary to

bleed the Empress three times, and that she has called

for the Sacraments of the Romish Church, Avhicli will

be administered to her this forenoon. I shall add a

postscript to this letter, in the evening, and I hope Avith

more favourable accounts.

I have renewed my old acquaintance with General

Bischoifswerder, at Prince Kaunitz's assembly, and I
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should have been glad to have had a more intimate

intercourse with a person who stands so high in the

favour of his Prussian Majesty, the ally of England.

But Monsieur Bischoffswerder has hitherto given me
no indication of a similar disposition, and I must there-

fore leave that matter entirely to his choice. He and

his particular friends will dine at my house on Tuesday

next.

[Secret.]

I have let the Prussian favourite know, by a sure

hand, that he can see me every day, and at any hour.

I am not a httle surprised to find that he carries here

his exhortation to immediate and vigorous measures

against France, to a much higher pitch than could well

have been imagined. He may have adopted that style

on the principle (mentioned in my last letter) of doing

honour to the elevated sentiments of his sovereign.

But it would seem that he has it particularly at heart

to proclaim, very loudly, the martial resolutions of his

Prussian Majesty.

I have learned with pleasure, that the King of

Prussia had advised the late Emperor, and had obtained

that Prince's promise to write to his Britannic Majesty,

along with the intended notification of their defensive

alliance, to invite our sovereign to become a party in

the new bond of friendship, recently contracted between

Austria and Prussia. It was not to be merely an

invitation to accede to the treaty, (lately concluded)

but, if that could not take place, to bring on a treaty

of defensive alliance between the King and himself. It

is believed that the King of Hungary is disposed to

take the same amicable step towards his Majesty, but

not till after the first hurry of his accession shall be

over. I think myself fortunate in being able to give

your lordship timely notice of such a probable intention.



SIR EGBERT MURRAY KEITH. 509

If Prince Kaunitz should liereafter open himself to me
on the subject, I shall take everything stricth^ ad

referendum. I must not omit to mention that within

these four days that minister's behaviour towards me
is wonderfully altered. He now shows me all the

distinctions of a trusty favourite. But I am not the

dupe of his trifling coquetry, though I receive it with

the utmost politeness. I should not have taken notice

of this circumstance, if it did not indicate some change

in the disposition of this Court.

I have the honom- to be, &c.,

R. M. K.

P.S.—The Empress is somewhat easier this evening,

but still the danger is very great.

March \ith.

My Lord,

The Empress's health is daily improving, and

there are the best hopes of its speedy and entire

re-establishment.

His Hungarian Majesty has sent an order to all the

departments of government, to pay no attention whatever

to anonymous informations, which had proved the source

of great trouble and inquietude during the last two

reigns. He has likewise extended the liberty of the press,

by permitting a free discussion in print, of the future

measures of his government. From these two instances,

his subjects are disposed to draw a happy presage of

the just and liberal spirit of his reign. He did Prince

Kaunitz the honour of making him a visit, yesterday, at

his house, and remained two hours in private conversation

with that minister.

I find it extremely difl&cult to establish a solid judg-

ment relative to the spirit of the answer which is soon

to be given by this Court to the late communication

from Paris. I have some reason to think the King of



510 MEMOIES AND CORRESPONDENCE OF

Hungary wishes to unite dignity witli moderation ; that

the Prussian favourite suggests not only a firm, but

even a high language ; that Prince Kaunitz is inclined

to temperate measures; that Baron Spielman talks

alternately in the style of haughtiness and of con-

ciHation, and that Baron Jacobi (on whose penetration

I am inclined to lay great stress) remains in the opinion

that; amidst these various sentiments, the intimate con-

viction of the inability of this monarchy to undertake

a new war, with any prospect of sohd advantage, must,

in the end, preponderate, and turn the tide, definitively,

in favour of accommodation.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

E. M. K.

March list, 1792.

The answer of this Court to the last ministerial office

from Prance was delivered on Sunday evening to the

French ambassador, who sent it immediately, by courier,

to Paris. Prom all I have heard of the contents, the

French government Avill learn from them that the

sentiments of the new sovereign are the same with those

of his deceased father, and his desire to maintain peace

no less fervent. However, it is to be apprehended that

that party in France which is known by the appellation

of Jacobins, and whose influence in the National

Assembly has of late predominated, may have the

power, as well as the wish, of resenting and avenging

the very strong imputations which are again laid to

their charge in the new declaration from hence. But

I need not trespass on your lordship^s time by entering

into further particulars relative to that State paper,

which (according to the custom established in the

actual government of Prance) will be printed in the

Parisian papers, and be received in London before this

paper comes into your lordship's hands.
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The wild enthusiasm which impels the French nation

at this moment^ to accelerate a rupture with the House

of Austria, may perhaps furnish to M. Bischoffswerder

a better justification for his unwearied instigations to

war in this cabinet, than his own very moderate abilities

could have laid hold of.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Vienna, May StJt, 179"3.

My Lord,

At the commencement of a war between

France and Austria, which has not only burst asunder

the unnatural ties which, for upwards of forty years, had

connected these rival powers, but will, in all likelihood,

be ultimately productive of an entire new system in

Europe, it will be expected that I should give your lord-

ship a general sketch of the actual state of this monarchy

in respect to the government, finances, and military

force. I shall deliver my opinion with the utmost

frankness as well as candour, but I beg it may be

understood that I speak with diffidence touching the

character of the young monarch, whose personal qua-

lities and mental powers have not yet been put to a fair

and conclusive trial.

I assured your lordship in a former letter that his

Apostolic Majesty is endued with sound (but not tran-

scendent) talents, upright principles, and a natural

steadiness of mind which may, when his faculties shall

be ripened by experience, keep the efi'ective government

in his own hands. At present, he is actuated by cir-

cumstances which preceded his accession, and directed

by men in office, who have grown old in the possession

of much greater sway than either their parts, or their

success in administration, could justly entitle them to

hold. Their ascendancy, established ana maintained
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during the long reign of Maria Theresa^ was wholly

suspended in the lifetime of the Emperor Joseph ; but

it had recovered all its preponderance during the

dubious and versatile reign of the Emperor Leopold.

In the meantime^ Prince Kaunitz enjoys, in supercilious

state, all the prerogatives of a veteran and despotic

prime minister, who, sitting supinely in his own

closet, and without even paying, in three successive

reigns, a single visit to his sovereign, pronounces poli-

tical oracles, whenever he is consulted in the first

instance.

I am now to mention the finances of this country, a

matter in regard to which much mj^stery is afi'ected

here ; and it has been rendered almost impenetrable by

a rapid succession of reigns, and many fluctuations in

the measure of taxation, and in the mode of collecting

the public revenue. It is, therefore, extremely difficult

to know what is the real Ijalance of income and expen-

diture here. Leaving that subject in general to future

elucidation, I need only observe, that the royal treasury

is known to be very much exhausted; and that some of

the ministers have been heard to declare, when the

prospect of a new war drew near, that the King w^ould

be under the necessity of laying on his people the heav}'-

war tax, to find the means of carrying on tlie first

campaign. But since the war has been actually declared

by France, his Hungarian Majesty has greatly endeared

himself to his subjects, by publicly declaring that no

additional tax shall be imposed for two years to come.

Very few persons in this country are acquainted with

the nature and extent of the resources which the sove-

reign has found; a few millions of florins lately bor-

rowed in the Low Countries, as many in Holland, and

a small sum at Frankfort, could not suffice to render the

war tax unnecessary. But I hear it credibly asserted,

that the reigning family has long been in possession of



i

SIR ROBERT MURRAY KEITH. 513

a common fund^ arising from the inheritance of their

forefathersj and destined to form the portions of the

younger branches of it.

This fund has^ by accumulation of interest, risen to a

very large amount, and is vested in the Bank of Vienna

under difterent names. The whole royal family, of the

present generation, being now assembled here, have, by

unanimous consent, given the entire disposal of that fund

to King Francis, to meet the present exigency, and to be

replaced in better times.

The conjectures I have heard touching the amount of

this supply, differ so widely that I cannot take on me to

mention a specific sum. But from this and other sources,

your lordship may be assured that King Francis has the

money necessary for two campaigns within his reach.

The Austrian army, though much fallen oft' from its

former energy and discipline, is still composed of excel-

lent materials, particularly in respect of the private

soldiers. If the troops, on their approach to the frontiers,

keep free of all contagion of French license and turbu-

lence, the strong emulation which must necessarily arise

from acting in conjunction wdth the best disciplined

army in Europe, will, in all likelihood, revive the same

energy and esprit de corps which animated the Austrians

in the Seven Years' war; and the example of Prussian

regularity, and subordination, may become the l)est cure

for that sort of relaxation, which the Turkish war pro-

duced among the Imperial troops. Such a happy result

is the more probable, as Prince Hohenlohe, the Austrian

commander, is himself a rigid disciplinarian. A general

reform of the internal economy of the army is still in

agitation. Marshal Lacy, who, for twenty years, held

the sole direction of military matters, is extremely

tenacious of that plan he himself established. Yet he

now feels that he must, in the end, submit to many and

great alterations in that system.

VOL. II. L L
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Having tlius thrown the best lights I am able^ on the

powers which this monarchy can exert, in the prose-

cution of a foreign war, I shall endeavour to give some

account of its political situation in respect to other

kingdoms.

It is with sincere concern that I must, in the first

place, acquaint your lordship that the most unaccount-

able suspicions are daily increasing in the Austrian

cabinet that a secret enmity subsists in England against

the Court of Vienna. They pretend to have found a

confirmation of those absm-d suspicions in the delay of

the election at Frankfort, w^hich the King's adherence

(in his electoral capacity) to the rules laid down by the

Golden Bull, has occasioned.

The reverse of these opinions is well known to me,

from 3^our lordship's last instructions. But such has

been the reserve kept up towards me for several months,

and so striking the coldness manifested at the present

crisis by Prince Kaunitz, that without committing the

King's dignity to a very great degree, I cannot find the

means of combating these imjust suspicions, unless I am
honom-ed with your lordship's injunctions to demand

an audience of the sovereign, or to force Prince Kaunitz

to canvas those topics with me in a private conference,

and to hold an explicit language to that minister in the

King's name. I learn that Prince Kaunitz very

recently expressed his hope that England wall think

herself under obligations to declare against France, if

the latter power shall make an irruption into the Austrian

Netherlands. He has never touched on this matter to

me, nor do I wish that he should—since I am determined

to answer no one question which may be put to me on

that head, till I am favoured with his Majesty's com-

mands for my guidance in it. Your lordship may be

assured that all my language has been, and shall be, in

exact conformity to your instructions, and such as
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becomes tlie strict neutrality whicli his ]\Iajesty lias

embraced^ aucl so scrupulously adheres to.

I have the honour to be^ &c.^

R. M. K.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENYILLE.

^/[y Lord,
Vienna, 3Iay 8th, 1702.

The declaration of war which Prance has pub-

lished against Austria, throws an insuperable bar in

the way of an immediate negotiation of alliance between

our Court and that of Vienna ; as the King has, in his

wisdom, adopted the resolution of maintaining the

strictest neutrality in the French affairs.

In such a state of things, there remains not the

smallest opening for any useful exertion of my zeal for

the advancement of his Majesty^s service at this Court.

I, therefore, find myself at liberty to express to your

lordship an earnest wish, which the shock my health sus-

tained at Sistovo, and various circumstances respecting

my personal concerns and comforts, have very sti^ongly

suggested to me for some months past ; and which I am
well convinced your lordship will judge to be neither

ill-timed nor unreasonable.

After a mission of two years at Dresden, and a short,

but very tempestuous one in Denmark, I have now
completed a residence of twenty long years at A^ienna.

I have seen three reigns of the sovereigns of Austria

brought to their conclusion; and I speak with disin-

terested frankness, in giving it as my opinion, that a

fourth reign requires a fresh negotiator from England,

with better spirits than I can at present boast of; as I

must confess that mine are not a little jaded in follow-

ing out the versatile politics of Austria througli many
tedious windings.

L L 2
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From these ingenuous motives, I beg of your lordsliip

to lay before bis Majesty my dutiful request to obtain

bis permission to retire from tlie diplomatic career and

to return to England, as soon as it shall be found

convenient.

I gladly seize this occasion to acquit myself of an act

of justice toward my friend and pupil, as well as of duty

to the King's service, in recommending very strongly

his Secretary of Legation, Mr. Stratton, to transact the

public business here, after my departure, till the person

shall arrive who is sent to fill my place. I pledge my
word to your lordship that this gentleman (who has

served eleven years with me in this capital) is possessed

of such talents and principles as will enable him to

fulfil whatever instructions your lordship [may honour

him with in a very satisfactory manner.

At the moment when I solicit our gracious sovereign's

leave to retire from the political profession, I offer my
most sincere and grateful thanks to your lordship, and

to all his Majesty^s confidential servants, for the favour-

able opinion of my past services, which they have had

the goodness to express.

In mentioning my future prospects, I trust that I

shall stand acquitted in the eyes of all my superiors,

either of stooping to the aifectation of false modesty, or

of harbouring any degree of unjustifiable presumption.

The strong assurances which your lordship has repeat-

edly conveyed to me of the King's indulgent acceptance

of my unwearied exertions, inspire me with the sanguine

hope of owing to my beneficent sovereign, such a public

testimony of his gracious and lasting favour, as Avill

stamp a value on the services of my life, and effectually

enliven those unambitious and social years which may
constitute the remainder of it.

R. M. K.
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LORD AUCKLAND TO SIR R. M, KEITH.

Hague, May 17 tJi, 179-2, at nhjld.

My dear Sir Robert^

Monsieur cle Burt is so obliging as to furnish

to rac the occasion of sending a few hues to you by a

courier, who leaves this place to-morrow. The notice

is so short that I am obliged to crowd what I may have

to say within the compass of a quarter of an hour. I

wrote to you on the 15th, by the post.

Your servant arrived on the IGth^ with your very

interesting dispatches of the 8th. I forwarded him

immediately ; but, as there was a severe storm that day^

I doubt whether he will have sailed before this morning.

I perused j^our two dispatches with great pleasure

and advantage, and return many thanks to you for

sending them through my hands. The idea that the

British Cabinet (and particularly Lord Grenville) is

unfavourably disposed towards the Court of Vienna, is

also much circulated here ; and, in truth, I have not

taken any pains to remove it ; because I have thought

it likely to sink in its own groundlessness, and, at all

events, of no material consequence. I have great reason

to suppose that these reports have arisen from certain

vivacities which make a great part of the correspondence

of INIonsieur de Stadion, and the gentleman mentioned

at the head of this letter. Quant aufovd de la chose,

we certainly are not peculiarly enamoured of the Aus-

trian ministry. The whole history of Reichenbach was

not of a nature to inspire either love, or respect, or

admiration ; that of the convention of the Hague was

still less so; and the conduct respecting the ratification

was deficient both in good faith and good sense. It is,

however, amply and sufficiently punished; and we

stand relieved from a guarantee which we ivei^e willing

to have taken and to have enforced.
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Our system^ as far as I cau learn, is to maintain our

neutrality^ unless circumstances slioulcl arise in the

course and conduct of tlie war_, to make it for tlie

interest of the kingdom to swerve from that neutrality.

Under that principle it is hardly probable that England

will accede to the invitation now waiting for an answer.

If the French had, in their "foolhardiness^' (I thank

you for the term), overrun Brabant and Flanders, and

menaced or disturbed this countr}', I think our conduct

might have been different, and we must have interfered

to stop their progress. As it is, the allied army is

likely to have easy work, as far as mere fighting is in

question, though it may be hard work to effectuate any

good settlement. If the Vienna ministers wish to be

well with us, they should begin by meeting you with

that frank and manly confidence on all occasions which

you are so peculiarly entitled to, both by your personal

and political character.

A word as to England. The bulk—under which

word I comprise nineteen-hventieths of this nation, is

contented, and decidedly anti-Gallicau ; and against all

levelling or innovating ideas, and duly and fully sensible

of their own unexampled prosperity. With such mate-

rials, and so vigilant a government, I feel no uneasiness,

though the times are very mad. I send you two papers

of the most recent date. There have been various little

popular disturbances at London, Edinburgh, S:c., which,

though wholly unconnected Avith the wild and wicked

theories of the French philosophers and missionaries,

have yet been such as to merit a strict and steady

attention in times like the present. Everything by the

last letters was quiet, and stocks rising.

Ever, my dear Sir Robert,

]\Iost sincerely yours,

Auckland.
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LORD AUCKLAND TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Hague, May 29111.

My dear Sir,

I seem to wait in vain for the return of yoiu-

servant througli this place from England. I write this,

therefore, to say that all yours (to No. 50) have been

received and forwarded.

The personal intention to which you allude, had

already transpired, I believe first through your Belgian

colleague, and afterwards from England. I sincerely

regret it, for the sake of the service ; and have expressed

my sentiments thereon to the King's ministers in those

terms of friendship and cordial esteem which present

themselves when I have occasion to say anything

respecting you and your long career—to twenty years

of which I have been more or less a witness.

The events of Europe multiply with great rapidity,

but it is difficult to reason on the subject so long as the

views, conduct, and concert, of their Hungarian and

Prussian jNIajesties remain, to a certain degree, unex-

plained. In the meantime, it is horrid to think that

whatever may be the result, the measui'e will probably

be productive of an effusion of human blood, far beyond

any adequate necessity or interest. Poland might have

continued half a century under the infirmities of her

new constitution without giving any just cause of

uneasiness to her neighbours.

A measure of precaution, which it has been thought

right to take in England against the impudent and

profligate votaries of the Jacobin worship, seems to have

given a momentary alarm ; but our government does

not feel any serious uneasiness, and there is every

reason to be confident that we may long maintain our

quiet and prosperity; though in the incertitude of human

affairs (of which we have lately seen such marked and
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mnltiplied instances), it would be presumptuous to

neglect any measure of vigilance.

Yours,

Auckland.

lord auckland to sir r. m. keith.

My dear Sir Robert, '^""^ '^'^'' ^'^-•

Your letters have been duly received and for-

warded. Mine to you are sent always at the same time

with those of the Dutch ministers. It is an idle trans-

action if they are put aside for one post, to be copied,

et tres maladroit^- and also little worth while. The

inaction on the frontiers of Flanders still prevails. The

French commanders seem to find it unsafe to attempt

to avail themselves of this most favourable moment that

they can expect, for striking a blow. La Fayette has

his neck between two halters, and it is sometimes reported

that he is negotiating at Brussels, and sometimes that

he is retiring from the command. I cannot feel com-

passion for his distress, and shall not be sorry to see it

increased. It seems to me that the utter want of dis-

cipline, subordination, money, confidence, and commu-
nion of sentiment which now prevails in France, may
make it easier to efi'ectuate a counter-revolution than

could have been imagined a few months ago.

I have just received a letter from Coblentz, in which

there is the following paragraph :
—" On dit que les

armees reunies sous Luchner et La Fayette, tenteront

une affaire generale du cote de Mons, vers le 15 de ce

* It is an amusing coincidence that this epithet should have been

used by Prince Kaunitz to Sir R. M. Keith, on the latter complaining to

him (and not without reason), that the copies surreptitiously taken, of

his dispatches, had been returned to him instead of the originals. " Que
ces gens sont maladroits .' " was all the remark of the unabashed Austrian

Minister.
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mois
;

qui'ls joueront de leur reste, et que les Autri-

chiens seront assez forts pour le leur gaguer. II serait

possible que Ton trouvfit que ces idees ront trop vite."

The accouuts from England continue good.

Believe mej my dear Sii', ever most sincerely yours^

Auckland.

LORD AUCKLAND TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Do Eaque, June l^th.
EAR Sir, -^ '

Your servant arrived at an early hour this

morning. I liave allowed him six or eight hours for

refreshment. Nothing can be quieter than England.

There is to my feelings, great and true glory in the

wisdom of the national temper and conduct, amidst the

follies and madnesses of other nations ; and I think it will

be so considered hereafter, in the sober page of history.

When the letters came away all was quiet ; the three

per cents, were ninety-thi^ee. The revenue was compara-

tively higher than ever, and a small squadron preparing

for exercise in the Channel. As to foreign politics, you

will have heard that Spain is offering her mediation.

J'lj trouve un petit brin de radotage, and am astonished

of my old friend, D'Aranda. The suspension of events

on the frontier continues. It will probably be found

that the French forces have been exaggerated ; for

nothing but a total want of power to act can account for

their not acting.

Chauvelin is continuing to pester Lord Grenville

with impertinent, ill-judged, and irregular notes. His

object probably is to do mischief; but he does not know

how to set about it. I understand that an attempt has

been made to print a Welsh translation of the " Rights

of Man," for the edification of our mountaineers. This

reminds me of what happened lately in the port of

Lisbon, when the officers of the Douane discovered, in a
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Frencli A^essel, two hogsheads full of tlie ''Eights of

Man " in the Portuguese language !

My very latest letters from England give very pleasant

accounts of the right temper and tranquillity of the two

islands. It appears highly probable that the Empress

of Russia will adjust the affairs of Poland in whatever

way she may best like.

Ever most sincerely yours,

Auckland.

LORD GRENVILLE TO SIR R. M. KEITH,

gjj^
Whitehall, June I9th, 1792.

Your several dispatches were received in due

time, and have been laid before the King.

At the same time that I am to transmit to you his

Majesty's gracious permission for you to return to

England, pursuant to your request, I have it particu-

larly in command from his Majesty, to express to you
his entire approbation of the whole of your conduct in

the various important negotiations entrusted to your

care, in the course of so many years' residence at the

Court of Vienna,

I cannot but lament that the state of your health

should be such as to occasion your retiring from a line

in which you have so ably distinguished yourself; and

I shall greatly regret the loss of a minister of your long

tried abilities and experience.

You will be at liberty to set out from Vienna as soon

as you find it convenient ; leaving the official papers in

the hands of Mr. Stratton, as his Majesty's Charge

d'Affaires, till the arrival of the minister whom his

Majesty may be pleased to name to succeed you.

I am, with great truth and regard. Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

Grenville.
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LOKD AUCKLAND TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Uicjue, June 2\st, 1792, 4 o'doch.

My Dear Sir Egbert,

Your messenger arrives just at the moment

of sitting down to dinner with the Dutch minister, and

a great assemblage of our countrymen—the Duke of

Buccleugh, Mr. Dundas, junior, Lord Granville Leveson,

Lord Borringdon, &c. ; and from dinner we go to a

crowded circle, on the return of the Princess of Orange

;

after which I shall he confined to a royal card-table

for the rest of the evening. I think it better, therefore,

to send away your man, and to write a shabby letter,

than to detain him for the sake of a more voluminous

performance.

You receive by your servant the permission which

you desire, to return to England ; and I presume that

you will avail yourself of it without delay. I am sorry,

however, that it is for the purpose of retiring from the

diplomatic line
;
your loss will, without any compliment,

be severely felt. If the troubles of France induce you

to come by this road, and to pass three or four days

with me at the Hague, I shall at least derive one

benefit from those troubles, and shall be sincerely glad

to have the occasion of renewing old habits of friend-

ship, and of talking over the three hundred years of

eventful history which have intervened since we last

met. And here too, there are many to whom you are

known personally; and still more to whom you are

known by fame, and by the respect which is due

to you.

Your dispatches of the 13th arrived here by esta-

fette, this morning at ten, and at eleven they were

on the Helvoet road. I consider their contents as

of the highest importance to England, and as the
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consummation of our good fortune, glories, and pros-

perity.*

It would lead me too far if I were to attempt to look

into the wide field of continental politics at this

moment. All the accounts from France say that the

troubles in the interior and at Paris, are at their crisis

;

and at the frontiers the generals dare not trust their

troops. And yet, it is not impossible that when the

combined Courts come to a settlement, they will be

almost as much embarrassed as the National Assembly

is at present. It would be a whimsical result, but it is

possible that all parties may, at last, call on England

to adjust the business. In the mean time, and without

forwarding, or even wishing for such a result, our game

is that of perfect neutrality, and separation from the

whole struggle, and all its concomitants.

Do not believe those who tell you that there is any

unusual proportion of faction at present in England.

I have tolerably good intelligence on that subject, and

am convinced that the strict peace and tranquillity of the

two islands never were more secure. I fear that I write

neither legibly or intelligibly, but you are an excellent

decypherer. I will continue to address occasional letters

to you, and Mr. Stratton will open them without scruple.

Believe me, my dear Sir Robert,

Ever faithfully yours,

Auckland.

LORD AUCKLAND TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Hague, July lOtJi.

My dear Sir Robert,

I have received yours of the 27th of June,

and forwarded its inclosure. In the mean time the

* The first intelligence, forwarded by Sir R. M. Keith, of the termina-

tion of the war in India.
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arrival of your servant at Vienna will have put it in

your power to move homewards ; and as you seem to

have a strong appetite for a few niouthfuls of native

air, I almost doubt whether you will receive those few

lines before you set out.

Mr. Stratton's servant was detained four days at

Helvoetj and in the channel, by that cruel gale from

the Avest, which prevailed during the first week of this

month. His dispatches, however, though their contents

were in part anticipated, contained some authentic

documents, not before received, and furnished matter

for an extraordinary Gazette. It will not escape your

remark, that though this pacification was so desirable

an event, and though its conditions are great and glo-

rious, our stocks have not risen. I am unable to

explain this circumstance, so contrary to all reasonable

speculation. It was easy to suppose that the treaty

might be disagreeable to our troops, who, in the career

of their glories, would not have disliked the plunder of

Seringapatam, and also to a few hot-headed individuals

in England, who love nothing that bears any semblance

of moderation ; but to the general mass of the country,

and the proprietors of the Company, it ought certainly

to give a permanent and solid satisfaction. We are

now opening our eyes and ears for daily news from the

French frontier. It is conjectured that Luchner and

La Fayette have deviated from any intention of pur-

suing the attack on the Austrian Netherlands, and

that the whole force will soon be diverted to the Rhine.

The internal distractions of France seem to be tending

to some new and terrible crisis. In the mean time

above two months have expired since the wanton decla-

ration of war, without producing anything to the

aggressors but small losses and great disgraces.

The alliance between the Courts of Petersburgh and

Berhu will be a new incident in the politics of the times.
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It is a curious thing that in the year 1790^ the accession

of Ockzakow should have been considered at Berlin as

so dangerous an advance of the Russian power, that it

would be expedient to make war to prevent it—and that

in 1792 the acquisition by Uussia of absolute influence

over all Poland, should be regarded by Prussia not

only with indifference, but complacency. Political cir-

cumstances vary so rapidly in the present age, that all

speculations are idle.

Monsieur de Chauvelin, amidst the strange notes

which he thought proper to give to Lord Grenville,

presented one to desire the King to use his influence

with the States General, to prevent their taking any

part in the war. Lord Grenville has answered in a few

lines, that the same principle Avliich prevents his Ma-
jesty from interfering in the internal affairs of France,

prevents him from mixing or intruding himself in the

councils of an independent state.

This place is become the sole thoroughfare betwixt

England and the Continent, for our countrymen ; and

no innkeeper on the Bath road greets so many new
faces as I do. Believe me ever my dear Sir,

Yours most sincerely,

Auckland.

LORD AUCKLAND TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

My dear Sir,
Hagi^, August nth, m-2.

In the daily expectation of the repassing of

your servant (who I now learn went by Ostend) I have

postponed writing longer than I could have wished. I

should not, however, have had much to say if I had

written. It is an epoch of events, and of farther prepa-

ration for events ; but both the causes and consequences

are so notorious that the Gazette contains everything.

You will have heard, long before you receive this, that
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the Austrian and Russian treaty T^as signed at Peters-

'ourgli on the 14th of July, ^n'J that the Petersburgh

and Bedin treaty were expected to be signed in the

course of the same month. As I haye long been at a

loss to comprehend either the principles or policy of

the powers bordering on Poland, I see many of these

incidents with nearly the same impression that I should

feel in perusing a book in an unknown language. In

general reasoning, these multiplied alliances (especially

when there is a radical incompatibihty of interests) lead

to nothing but the virtual annihilation of all treaties,

and the reference of the Avhole system to contingencies

and circumstances. I do not believe that the armies

under Luchner and La Fayette, amount effectively to

thirty thousand men. But the National Assembly has

supplied the deficiency by assuming functions of Omni-

potence ; and by declaring, with an equal portion of

modesty, moralitj^, and religion, " Que les peuples cou-

rageux et sagement gouvernes [c'est-a-dire par les Jaco-

bins) sont la Providence du monde !" It is a strange age!

and there are so many royal and political manufacturers

de Vetoffe dont on fait les revolutions, that we seem

likely to pass the remainder of om- days in a bustling

world. Ever most sincerely yours,

Auckland.

LORD AUCKLAND TO SIR R. M. KEITH.

Hague, August IZth, 1792, Q p.m.

My dear Sir Robert,

Hislop, after being three days on the sea,

arrived here this evening. As I am desired to make

him find Lord Henry Spencer on his way, I send him

by Dresden ; the detour is not great. I take the occa-

sion to recommend Lord Henry to your friendship and

protection. The more you know him the more you will
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like him ; and he is so discreet, that you may talk with

him in the fullest confidence without scruple.

Hislop carries your credentials to the new monarch,

that you may take leave in due form. I am sincerely

sorry, for the sake and for the credit of the foreign ser-

vice, that you are ceasing to fill your part in it. But I

do not wonder that you wish to live a proportion of your

life in the enjoyment of respectable tranquillity among

your countrymen and friends. You will have seen,

I beheve, four sovereigns during your ministry at

Vienna. More than twenty years are now^ elapsed since

we first met, as men of business in Cleveland E-ow; and

the period has been so eventful, that we may seem, to

our feelings and recollections, to have lived more than

fourscore years. You will leave the Continent in a

wonderful confusion. T\'ith respect to the Courts of

Berlin and Vienna, it is a dispute among the learned,

which of them has duped the other ; but it seems to be

generally agreed that they were both duped by the

Empress ; and I agree with you as to the probability of

their being both at war with her before many years

elapse. As to Poland, its monarch has made but a poor

figure in that business. I chiefly regret the fifteen or

twenty thousand lives which have been sacrificed to

no end.

As to the French story, it is now like the fifth act of

a most interesting tragedy; and I ivait the denouement

ivitliout attempting to conjecture it. I can easily imagine

that the combined armies will advance into the coun-

try with more or less resistance ; but what is to be the

result? What the new settlement? By whom shall

it be made—and how maintained? All this, "caliginosa

nocte premit Deus.^^ *

* The political sagacity and acumen of these letters would alone have

justified their insertion. Theu' applicability to the present crisis, during

which they might have been written, lends them a double interest.
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I should mention to you, on the subject of Lord

Grenville^s dispatch, by the messenger, that the draft of

his Majesty's answer was, previously to its being de-

cided, communicated to the States General, with that

full confidence which subsists among us, and approved

of by them; and that their answer, Avhich is to the

same purpose, and in some measure in the same expres-

sions (only with a shade of more respect and defer-

ence), is settled, and now cii'culating through the pro-

vinces. I suppose it will be forwarded to Monsieur de

Haeffcen in a few days.

Adieu, my dear Sir Robert ; I cannot Avrite more at

present. It was my wish to have sent you a long

scrawl; but I am just recovered from a feverishness of

four or five days, and am afraid of writing much. My
compliments to Mr. Stratton.

Ever yours most sincerely,

Auckland.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Vienna, Sept. lOth, 1792.

My Lord,

The last functions of my mission at this Court

were fulfilled yesterday morning by the presentation of

His Majesty's letters of recall, in my audience of leave of

both their Imperial Majesties. I therefore send back

the messenger Hislop, with every species of informa-

tion I have been able to collect at this period, when
doubt and instability in the councils of this monarchy,

together with a dismal succession of unprecedented

events in that of France, render it extremely difficult

to carry the eye forward, even to a very moderate

distance, in determining the direction of Austrian

politics.
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Of one interesting circumstance I can speak with

some degree of certainty, and it is this :

—

The character and principles of the Emperor Francis,

whatever may hereafter prove the extent of their energy

or steadiness, are undoubtedly very different, and in

some points almost in direct opposition to those of the

Emperor Leopold.

Either unable to penetrate so deeply into the mys-

teries of State-craft, or wise enough to despise them,

his son soon made known his eager wish to pursue, if

possible, a plain and even path in politics ; little anxious

about his being deemed less shrewd than his father,

provided he could earn a reputation of sincerity. I am
not presumptuous enough to foretel what rank the

Emperor Francis may have a right to hold ten years

hence in the catalogue of wise or able monarchs—and,

perhaps, that may in a great measure depend on the

virtues and talents of his ministers*— but at this

hour he has not only the manners and expression of

ingenuous youth and an untainted mind, but every

person, whether well or ill-disposed to his government,

agrees in praising his love of truth and moral rectitude.

The very great embarrassment into which his father's

inconsistent politics and rash engagements round the

whole compass, threw the young monarch at the very

moment of his accession, which became also that of the

most important decision, can hardly be conceived.

This dilemma, though not of his own creating, taught

him to look around him very carefully on every side,

and endeavour to discriminate with his utmost ability

what powers were best able to maintain the equilibrium

of Europe, and which of them ought to be regarded as

the natural friends and allies of his House.

* True of many sovereigns, but especially so of Francis, and Prince

Metternich.
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It required but a ver}^ small share of sagacity to

discovei', that whoever had by blunder or false prejudice

prevented Austria from having Great Britain for an

ally in the actual crisis^ was highly blameable. The

increasing difficulties of the war against France have

served, progressively, to strengthen this principle ; and

although the good effect of it may be far distant, and

that events of various kinds may protract, nay, hasten

or ultimately annul its efficacy, I am not afraid of

misleading your lordship, when I lay it down as a well-

founded opinion, that a future alliance between his

Crown and that of Great Britain is a state maxim.,

which took an early, and, I hope, deep root in the

Emperor's mind.

I now proceed to fulfil the promise I made to your

lordship in my letter of last Wednesday, by specifying the

exact expressions which his Imperial Majesty emploj^ed,

in speaking of his sentiments towards our royal master.

In my audience, on the 2nd instant, I accompanied

the delivery of the letter in the King's handwriting,

with those expressions of his Majesty's sincere esteem

and regard, which your lordship had given me in charge.

The Emperor heard me to an end, and then replied as

follows :

—

" From the language you held to Prince Colloredo,

and Count Cobentzel, when you announced this letter,

I was happy to learn that the King of England was

well satisfied with the first steps of my reign, towards

himself and the British nation. I hope, by my future

conduct, not only to maintain, but to strengthen that

good opinion on which I set a high value. I easily

conceive that situated as I am, at present, and as Great

Britain is, there may exist, on the side of your sovereign,

very cogent reasons for postponing the formation of

that more intimate connection, between his Britannic

Majesty and me, which I proposed, and sincerely wished
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to accomplish. The unhappy turn of the affairs of

France drew me, unavoidably, into the war I am now
pursuing. The calamities which are daily accumulating

on the French royal family, and the danger of con-

tagion from the horrid principles which predominate

to the most violent pitch in that miserable country,

render it more and more necessary, that 1 should, in

conjunction with my allies, exert the utmost efforts to

bring the war to a speedy and decisive termination.

I trust that we shall be able to effectuate that great

end in a short time ; and then I shall be well pleased

to find the King of England disposed to evince that

esteem which he so kindly professes, by connecting the

interests of the two nations, in a close and permanent

manner.^^

In my audience of leave yesterday, his Imperial

Majesty again made use of expressions of the same

purport, though in broken sentences, and with less

formality. But he concluded that subject by a phrase

which contained a frank avowal of an error, into which

his predecessor had fallen, and which he is desirous to

correct.

On my saying that it had grieved me to learn what

had passed during my absence at Sistovo, and that

some one of his father^s subjects had found means to

destroy the fairest prospect of seeing the two Crowns
in alliance—his Imperial Majesty answered with a good

deal of emphasis—" I am sorry for it too, and I am
persuaded that this country never found itself so well

as when it was in alHance with England.^' The precise

words in French were, " J'en suis fache comme vous

;

et je suis persuade que ce pays n'a jamais si Men fait,

que lorsqu'il etait en alliance avec vous."

I shall not trouble your lordship with any detail of

what the Emperor was pleased to say to me on my
departure; but it did me great honour, and furnished
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one more proof of the liigh esteem in which the

principles of a British subject are held at Vienna.

Here then it behoves me to lay down the political

pen ; but I shall ever retain a just sense of the obliga-

tions I owe to my superiors. My efforts, during the

course of five-and-twenty years in this line, have been

unquestionably assiduous. It rests with others to

determine the degree of merit to which they can, in

justice, lay claim. T have the honour to be, with great

respect and regard, &c.

R. M. K.

Anxious as Sir R. M. Keith had long been to relin-

quish a situation combining the necessity for an inces-

sant petty vigilance over the proceedings of others,

utterly foreign to his nature,* with a political inactivity,

the more irksome from its contrast with his late scene

of important though troublesome negotiation, he was

too faithful a servant of the Crown to desert his post at

the commencement of a new reign, till he had laid

before his principal a summary, equally useful and mas-

terly, of the state resources, political, financial, and

military, of the empire, and of the supposed disposition

* Perhaps a more irrefragable proof of the truth of the above asser-

tion can hardly be found than in a short official letter of this precise

period.

SIR R. M. KEITH TO LORD GRENVILLE.

Vienna, Feb. \Bth, 1792.

My Lord,

I had the honour to receive along mth your lordship's dispatch,

on Monday last, his Majesty's additional instructions on the subject of

Foreign Secret Service Money; and shall not fail to pay the strictest

obedience to them on any occasion that might hereafter occur.

In the meantime, I have the satisfaction to assure your lordship, that

in the five-and-twenty years, dm'uag which I have had the honour of

serving his Majesty, in various foreign missions, I never charged a single

shilling for Secret Service Money to the account of Government.

I have the honour to be,

R. M. Keith.
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and principles of the new monarcli. Having discharged

this duty to his sovereign and country, with all the

energy and minuteness of his first dispatch, twenty years

before, and all the results of that twenty years' expe-

rience—he felt at length at liberty to consult his own
health and enjoyment; and redeem from official toil the

remainder of a life, alas ! too soon to terminate.

Those who have accompanied (and it is hoped not

without feelings of respect for the minister, and partiaHty

towards the man) the subject of these pages to the close

of his diplomatic career, and the threshold of that home

towards which, during its whole period, he had so often

and fondly looked—will be pleased to learn that Britain

fulfilled for him during a few pri^dleged years, if not the

sanguine visions of domestic re-union in Scotland, of

which the death and dispersion of most of his nearest

and dearest forbade the realisation, th,e more sober

anticipations of friendly enjoyment in the society of

many of the attached comrades and constant corre-

spondents of his maturer life. His successive town resi-

dences (in Privy Gardens and Grafton Street) became

the favourite resort of all such members of the " Gang,"

so often mentioned, or of his numerous " Vienna lads,''

as resided in, or visited London ; where the select, yet

recherche dinners of the quondam ambassador, were

long remembered for the zest imparted to their chosen

circle by the host's unafi^ected welcome and unrivalled

powers of conversation.

His love of green fields and walking (which never

deserted him even during twelve long years passed at

one time within the walls of Vienna) found exercise in

summer excursions to the country seats, whose names

the previous correspondence has rendered familiar;

where hosts of Campbells, and Drummonds, and Yorkes,

and Sebrights, vied with each other in welcoming him

to share their social enjoyments.
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There cannot, perhaps, be a more striking proof of

his preference for these, over all the unsatisfactory

pomps, and hollow courtesies, to which he had been so

long a Adctim, than that in the last note extant from his

pen, (written only a few days before his sudden dissolu-

tion), accepting one of those friendly invitations, a stipu-

lation occurs, '^provided you have no great men or

ministers with you, for in truth I am sick of them !

"

Unsophisticated in character by a sojourn in Courts,

unchilled in heart by sixty-five years^ intercourse with

the world, unbroken in spirits by the long yoke of

political servitude, it was almost in the exercise of

cheerful hospitality that the life of this great and good

man found a characteristic conclusion. A few intimate

friends (among others Baron Jacobi, the Prussian

minister in London, with whom he had formed a pecu-

liar friendship while filling a situation at Vienna) had

dined with Sir R. M. Keith, at a villa he then occupied

near Hammersmith; after seeing them to their car-

riages, he was struck down on his threshold, with an

instantaneous and fatal effusion of water on the chest

;

and died lamented, as he had lived beloved, on the

7thof July, 1795.

The half century which has since elapsed, and the

consignment to the grave, within that period, of all

who could have given information, precludes the melan-

choly satisfaction of ascertaining, in which of London^s

crowded and desecrated cemeteries repose the ashes of

the subject of the foregoing sketch ; or whether (as can

scarcely be doubted) a tablet there once bore the now
perhaps obliterated record of his worth. Monumental

inscriptions, however, all are aware, are too uniformly

laudatory, and bear too strongly the impress of recent

grief and family predilections, to carry much weight

with impartial posterity.

It may, perhaps, therefore, prove a more valuable
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tribute to the unquestionable excellencies of Sir Robert

Murray Keith, to quote, in characterising them, the

testimony of hving friendship in the person of an illus-

trious foreigner, whose own high moral worth and

hterary attainments rendered him every way qualified

to judge of similar endowments in others ; and whose

estimate, after long and intimate intercourse, of the

character of one, his admiration for whom (says more

than one traveller) certainly amounted to enthusiasm, is

expressed in terms to whose elegant significance in the

original, a translation can do but faint justice.

The value, however, of such a testimony must ever

depend on the moral worth and mental superiority of

him by whom it is borne. The writer was Monsieur* de

Dalberg, coadjutor, and successor in the event of his

demise, to the Elector of Mayence; a prelate spoken

of in the highest terms by all who had the honour of his

acquaintance; a privilege procured by Sir R. M, Keith

for such of his young English friends as visited Erfurtli

or Ratisbon, at both which places and intervening

country seats, he extended towards them a hospitality

at once princely and paternal.*

Exercising important functions in the state, in familiar

and unreserved communication mth the Emperor, and

enjoying, like the friend he commemorates, with pecu-

liar zest the innocent pleasures of society, he yet found

leisure for the diligent cultivation of the mind; rising

at four in the morning to pursue the severer studies of

* " I shall always rejoice " (writes Lord Aneram) " at having come to

Erfurth, since it has procured me the acquaintance, and I hope friend-

ship of Mons. Dalberg ; the most amiable and respectable of men."—
" We have just heard (writes another Englishman to his famUy, from

Vienna), " that Mons. de Dalberg is chosen Coadjutor to the Elector
;

which secm'es him the Electorate at his death. This has given the

highest pleasure to every one here. Even the Nuncio could not help

testifying his joy ; although he knows Mons. Dalberg is no friend to the

Court of Rome."
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algebra and mathematics, in whicli he carried off two

principal prizes given by the Academy of Munich.

Such was the man who (judging, no doubt, of another

congenial spirit by the model in which Nature had

moulded his own) wrote to Sir R. M. K. " In reading

the character of Montrose as drawn by Hume, I con-

gratulated myself on knowing the man who resembles

him; whose great and noble soul does honour to

humanity ; whose society enlightens my understanding,

and inspires in my heart a passionate love of virtue.

If ever in danger of faltering in the path of duty, I will

say to myself, ' Eemember that Keith honours thee

with his friendship.^

"

In justice to this elegant scholar (of whom one com-

petent judge writes, " Jamais je n'ai vu d'homme avcc

des connaissances plus etendues"), the beautiful original

effusion of friendship must be given in its own words:

—

" En lisant le portrait de Montrose par Hume, je me suis

felicite de connoitre I'homme qui lui ressemble; dont

Tame, vraiment grande et belle honore I'humanite;

dont la societe eclaire mon esprit, et passionne mon coeur

pour la vertu, et si je bronche dans le chemin du

devoir, je me dirai, ' Songez que Keith t'honore de son

amitie!'''

One other letter, more interesting to humanity than

meagre records of funeral obsequies, will serve to show

the friendship " strong in death " of the " Philip

Yorke," whose honourable career it had been for

twenty years its subject's pride and pleasure to follow

with approbation ; and whose last act of filial piety to

his deceased Mentor, may not inappropriately usher in

a similar (and final) tribute to the memory of the gifted

sister to whom the following was addressed

„



538 MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF

THE EARL OF HARDWICKE TO MRS. ANNE MURRAY
KEITH.

Neio Cavendish Street, Novemher Wtli, 1795.

My dear Madam,

I take the earliest opportunity to acquaint

you that I have this day been performing the melan-

choly office of presenting to the King the insignia of

the Order of your much lamented brother, and my
excellent friend and protector.* His Majesty was

pleased to say, as I expected, many very handsome

things of Sir Robert ; and seemed to speak of him with

real regret, as an old and faithful servant of the Crown.

His Majesty expressed himself with much kindness,

and I am sure with equal truth, in respect of his

talents and character. He agreed most perfectly in

what I ventured to add, as my opinion, that he was

one of the few persons in this island, who possessed a

complete and general knowledge of foreign countries,

and to whom, for instance, so inconsiderable a person

as myself, could resort for information upon all subjects

of that description.

In my answer to his Majesty's inquiries (which are

always minute upon occasions where he takes an

interest, as well as his memory and information accu-

rate) I told him that the care of a little girl, of about

eight years of age,t had devolved upon you. " Well

!

"

said the King, " it will be fortunate for the child. She

is a very sensible woman." This compliment to you,

* The peculiar circumstances, under which, it will be recollected,

these insignia had been originally conferred, must have awakened in the

royal mind, long dormant, and touching recollections.

t The Editor of the present work ; whoso filial gratitude to the admi-

rable " guide of her youth," will find more eloquent expression in the

following exquisite letter. If the " condolence of a King " have power

to soothe sorrow, how much more the appreciation of a Scott

!
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aud some inquiries respecting Lady Hardwicke's rela-

tionship to your family, concluded the conversation.

Thougli melancholy ideas are excited by such details,

yet I thought it would not be disagreeable to you to

receive them, while fresh in my recollection. There is

a melancholy pleasure in reflecting that the object of

one's particular sorrow, is as generally as justly

regretted ; and though there is, in truth, no more real

weight in the condolences of a King, than in those of

another person, the habits of the world make one

attach a value to them, which it is impossible not to

feel ; and in this particular instance, 1 consider it not

only as the civil speech of a sovereign, but of a very

worthy man, who had opportunities of knowing the

valuable parts of the character which was the object

of it. In speaking of the knowledge of foreign coun-

tries, his Majesty said many civil things of my uncle,

Lord Dover ; and in that respect, he joined him with

your brother in the same class.

Believe me ever, dear Madam, very sincerely.

Your obliged and afl'ectionate servant,

Hardwicke.

SIR WALTER SCOTT TO THE HONOURABLE MRS. LINDSAY.

Edinhurgli, June Vith, 1818.

Dear Mrs. Lindsay,

I have the honour to acknowledge, with sincere

and grateful thanks, your kind letter accompanying a

curious and valuable antique ring, as a memorial of our

late excellent friend, Mrs. Murray Keith. Nothing

could have been more acceptable to me than such a

token of remembrance, for I held very dear the place

which she allowed me in her esteem ; and it Avas not

the less valuable to me that I owed it as much to her

kind partiality in favour of a friend, as to her judgment.
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which was too correct to have ranked me so highly as

an author.

We, who have, so mucli longer than the ordinary-

period of human life, enjoyed the society of this excel-

lent woman, and who can never knoiv any one who can

he to us what she was, and cannot but reflect upon her

virtues, her talents, her exquisite elasticity, and at the

same time, kindness of disposition, must alwaj^s hold

everything sacred that is connected with her memory

;

as one who lived among us with the recollections of a

former generation, yet, with all the warmth of heart,

and clearness of intellect, which enabled her to enter

into the events, and interests of our own. I never

knew any one whose sunset Avas so en\dably serene

;

and such was the benevolence of her disposition, that

one almost thought Time respected a being so amiable
;

and laid his hand upon her so gradually, that she

reached the extremity of age, and the bowl was broken

at the cistern before she experienced either the decay of

her organs, or of her excellent intellect. The recollec-

tion of her virtues and her talents is now all that

remains to us ; but it will be a valued treasure to all

who shared her esteem.

Amid the fortunate circumstances of our friend's life, it

was not the least that she had around her in the evening

of her days, relatives on whom the kindly affections in

which she indulged could be so worthily bestowed ; and

in bequeathing her mortal remains to the chapel at

Balcarres, she laid them to rest amongst those who Avere

deservedly most dear to her, and by whom the bequest

will, I am sure, long be regarded with aflfectionate

veneration.

Once more, dear Mrs. Lindsay, accept my grateful

thanks for a favour, of which I am most sincerely sen-

sible. I intend to have the ring adjusted to my finger,

and to put the name of the former proprietor upon the
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circle ; tliat those who may succeed to it hereafter, may
value it accordingly, Mrs. Scott joins me in requesting

to be respectfully remembered to Mr. Lindsay on his

retm'n, and to all the family at Balcarres.

Believe me, ^nth much respect, dear Madam,
Your much obliged, and most faithful humble servant,

Walter Scott.
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