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2 History of the Clan Gregor

*

“The first of the Clan that resided there was a Brother of the Laird of
Bracklach’s Ofspring who by the instigation of Alexander Stewart Earl of Marr
raised his portion from his Father, wherewith he bought and possessed that part
of Bremarr called Little Inverey where he lived in great harmony with
Stewart Earl of Marr. This man was the most famous Stalker and Deer Killer
in his age and dexterous at all manner of hunting for which reason the Earl of
Marr was never happy but when the Laird of Inverey was with him. This man
married a daughter of the Laird of Lamonds, viz. Dugal Lamond,! who at that
time had a considerable portion which her husband Inverey took care to preserve
untill his and her eldest son Alexander should be provided for, and with it and
some money in a present from the Earl of Marr, bought the Cluny and Kilach,
Dalchork and Balachby, 7.e. Balachbuidh, four of the best Towns in Bremarr to
this day, and in which this Alexander when capable of managing was put in
possession. Husbandry at that time having come no length in that highland
country, and the Earl of Marr desirous to have the country improved, and always
promising premiums to the best Improvers. And in his paying a visit at
Kildrimmy where Alexander MacGrigor of Cluny was along with him. In
taking a turn round Kildrimmy Cluny to his surprise seed them burning Lime
and therewith dunging their land of which he took pretty good notice and with
himself thought to try the experiment on his own Estate and soon after he came
home made it his business to find out lime stone which he burnt and laid on a
part of his land though laughed at by his neighbours, and to his inexpressible
joy and to the astonishment of the whole country people had an extraordinary
cropt on his limed ground. Now finding his proof herein, made it his business
to get as much lime for his land as possible, and recommended the same to his
Father, who was as diligent in procuring lime for his land, and in process of time
finding their cropts turning out to so good account, they obliged their Tenents to
lime so much of their ground yearly. And from their dealing so much in lime,
the country people called them Gregorich an Aol, the ‘Lime M°Grigors’® which
name they bear to this day in that country.

*In this situation they went on prosperously for a number of years and were
the most respected gentlemen in that country from their gallantry and bravery in
managing with great success every honourable Dispute near unto them, and now
being turned something numerous were the only people the Earl of Marr could
trust anything to, and for their honesty and probity made them a reward by
giving them as a present that land in Bremar commonly called
which afterwards fell into the Lamonds by inter-marriages. Much about this time

1 A marginal note without reference sign states—*‘Of Stiolag who married a daughter of the
Earl of Bute’s by whom he had five daughters, one of which Alexander M*Gregor, Laird Inverey,
married.”
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the Stewarts the Earldom of Marr and were succeeded by
who also lived in great friendship and harmony with the Lairds
of Little Inverey and Cluny and the rest of the Gentlemen their friends who
were very numerous and had the most part of the country in their own hands,
some by Wadset and some by Tack. About this time and after repeated
visits of their friends in where the Laird of Brachlach lived,
some more of their friends, of the family of Roro, came from the Highlands and
settled in the next neighbouring country commonly called Glengairn, and there
bought a very snug estate, called Inverenzie, which they and their ofspring have
had in possession till very few years ago. Soon after their being in possession of
Inverenzie, and being happy and in good friendship with the whole of their
neighbours in the country, particularly the Lairds of the name of Keir in that
country, who till very late maintained a-part of their grounds there, and a few of
the remains of that name to that day is there and thereabouts, the Laird of Inver-
enzie bought that part of the lands of Tullich commonly called Ballater and
Kyle bhore Bhalatar, being interpreted as Ballater and Kirktoun of Ballater and
Cobletoun of Tullich, to which there belongs a ferryboat at this time which made a
pretty good addition to his Estate of Inverenzie by which name they always went.
The Lairds of Inverenzie were in opulent circumstances until at last when one of
them Callum Ogg Z.e. young Mallcom, then Laird and one of the most valiant men
in his day by misfortune was inveigled in a process of Law before the Court
of Session in Edinburgh in defence of which process he almost spent his all,
so high was the spirit of this brave man. After being told by his Advocates
that he would inevitably lose his process, though they behove to own it
was just, unless he would sell some part of his estate in order to maintain the
cause, so much perplexed was he that he did not know how to behave in those
straitened circumstances, but upon retiring to his room in Edinburgh, and after
some space of time’s musing he betook himself to his pair of Trumps and there was
taking a tune to himself by way of recreation. The Lawyers now finding as they
thought Inverenzie would be obliged to sell his estate or at least a good part of it,
they would go and advise him to advertise the same. But upon going to his
lodgings and after asking if he was in at his Landlady who told he was, they desired
to let him know there was some Gentlemen was to see him, who he desired might
be brought in to his room. Upon their approaching the room they were con-
founded to see him in such top spirits as he seemed to be, however so dexterous
was he at that kind of musick that the Lawyers insisted on his playing on, and
after a handsome treat no doubt and some hours play they left him without ever
advising to dispose of any part of his estate, and next day, or a few days after upon
considering the high spirits of such a brave man gained his plea.
“But to return again to the Lairds of Little Inverey and Cluny who were
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always on very good terms with the Honourable Erskines then Earles of Marr,
these gentlemen were the most thriving in all the country and behoved.to be so
from unwearied diligence in cultivating and improving their grounds both possessed
by themselves and their Tennents. In this manner they lived for a great number
of years. Untill at last, their own industry began to be their cut-throat. Both
them and the country began to be inveighed and courted by severalls, particularly
by some of the Gly® Farquhar’s people who but a very short time before hade come
to that country in order to screen himself for, some action in his own country. And
no wonder though he took shelter here, this country ! at that time perhaps was one
of the best highland countries then inhahited, and from the extensiveness of its
woods was fit to screen thousands, though at first there was only the same Farquhar
Cam ze. Gly! Farquhar. He finding the hospitality of the M°Grigors to exceed,
made his abode in a cottage near the edge of the wood and earned a part of his
bread by cutting and gathering what is called in that country wands or wodies.
This he made and twined and currently carried on his back to the Low Country
and sold for meal. This Farquhar finding no disturbance from his own country
began to weary of a solitary life and betook himself to a wife, which at last he
procured after having got some kind of cottage to put her in, from the Laird of
Little Inverey. However in process of time Farquhar had a numerous family
mostly of sons and having little to support them they were obliged when able to
make themselves ‘acquainted with their Highland friends who at this time were
famerous Katrine, Cutheran, or cow stealers or raisers of herships so called from
the number so lifted and drove of at one time. It was Farquhar's sons business,
and in which they were always employed to look out and let their friends the
Katrines know where the best cattle was to be found, which they did very
distinctly without any suspicion for a number of years, but at last being found out
by some of the Ogilvies of Angus, to whom they had done great damage, Ogilvy
made a complaint to Inverey, and gave him to know the certainty of the Farquhar's
behaviour, who by this time were pretty numerous in the country and by their
fraudulent dealings some of them had become very rich, which made the whole
people of the country believe the facts Ogilvy had informed Inverey of. However
to put a stop to such villainy Inverey with the assistance of his friend the Laird of
Cluny used their utmost endeavours to banish them off the country or at least that
_ part where they had any concern in. And at the same time they were busy in con-
triving how to put their schemes in execution against them the Farquhars who by
this time were a pumerous strong party and dangerous to meddle with, but in a
most cautious way ; they having got some private notice of what was plotting against

1 Marginal Note.—‘‘ Commonly called Strathspey wherein he lived near Rothiemurcus in a

town called Kaanpheole, and went by the name of Muigan a Squiim, and to this day his offspring
bear the name of Shielle Muigan a Sequim.”
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them sent immediately to their friends the Katrine and ordered a party immediately
to their assistance which orders were as soon obeyed as seen, and in a short time
came to Breamar on the night and having called on some of the Farquhars, that
they might lay their plot how to behave in so critical a time, which was already
laid and contrived against M°Grigor of Inverey and nothing wanting but to put the
same in execution. And it was thus that the Katrine should take one of Farquhar’s
best cows out of his fold, and kill her and bury her in M°Grigor’s peat stack which
they very soon accomplished, and before daylight, darn? (hid) themselves so as not
to be seen or known of. Next morning Farquhar had one of his best cows stolen
to which he behoved to have a dacre or search of the whole country and in course
came to the Laird’s where the dacres found the cow in his peat stack, whereupon
Inverey being immediately apprehended and ordered to be carried to Aberdeen.
Upon seeing this the whole of his friends turned their backs upon him. Notwith-
standing his absolute refusal of his knowing any thing of the cows being stolen, or
of her being put in to his stack, he was carried off for Aberdeen, where by all pro-
bability he would have suffered his life. But luckily if it may be so called, some
one or two of the Katrine party having seen the usage took some remorse and
followed the party who had Inverey prisoner, the length of Miln of Dinaty where
he called for Farquhar and desired he should make it up and relieve Inverey other-
wise he would reveal the whole affair and cause Farquhar be made the prisoner.
Farquhar who was a very cunning fellow seeing his schemes very likely to be frus-
trated after having laid out to Inverey the dismal situation he was in, and the danger
of his being brought to publick shame, told if he would renounce his all to him, he
would set him at liberty, which he at first agreed to,! providing he would allow him
a certain sum for his support for life which he as readily agreed to, upon which
he, M°Grigor of Inverey was set at liberty and all returned home, when Farquhar
immediately took possession of Little Inverey with which he and his offspring has
continued till this day.

“This Farquhar had another brother, who carried off the only daughter and
heiress of Stewart of Aberarder and Invercauld, and in the wilds of Glencaunlich,
she bore the first heir of the name of Farquhar to Invercauld, at that time a very
little possession in that country, so dexterous were these fellows in cunning that
very soon thereafter they came to have the whole rule of the country and had got
a good deal of it in their possession, especially the M°Grigor’s share, excepting the
estate of Cluny which Wasall was maintained in spite of all their art, untill about
the year 1500 or 1520 at which time the King came duly to Kincarden O’Neall
and renewed Heritors Charters yearly, when and where they were obliged to

1 This Laird does not appear to have been as spirited as his predecessor who played the
Pipes I—ED.
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Marquis of Montrose, with Leslie as his lieutenant, to oppose the Earl of
Huntly who was named by the King as the Royal Lieutenant in the North,
but Huntly was eventually decoyed by the Covenanters and committed
to prison in Edinburgh. Open warfare between the King’s party and the
Covenant broke out and continued for several years. Later, at a period
when the Scots army was disbanded and affairs in England had turned
much against the King, his majesty revisited Scotland in 1641 and held a
parliament in Edinburgh. About this time the Marquis of Montrose,
discovering that some of the Covenanting party held disloyal sentiments,
withdrew from them and thenceforward served the King with the utmost
devotion.

In 1644 he was given a commission as Lieutenant-General in Scotland,
and arriving secretly in Perthshire was joined by a large body of High-
landers with whom he won a series of brilliant victories, till on the 12th
September 1645 Montrose’s forces were defeated at Philiphaugh by the
Covenanters’ army under David Leslie. One of the chief victories was the
battle of Kilsyth, where “ the battle began with some legitimate fighting,
in which the Ogilvies and other lowland cavaliers took part. But the:
Highland onset was again tried at the right time; the human torrent
rushed down the Brae with a wild roar or yell, and carried all before it.
Those who had pieces discharged them and threw them down, then all
swept forward in the great rush that must be destruction either to them-
selves or to their enemies.” !

In England the King had sustained defeats from the Parliamentary
forces. He had latterly shut himself up in Oxford, from whence on the
approach of the Parliamentary army he escaped, resolved to take refuge
with the Scots army under Alexander Leslie then before Newark. The
King arrived there on May 5, 1646,% but soon found himself a prisoner.
He remained with the army for eight months till in January 1647 he
was delivered over to commissioners of the English Parliament. In
1648 an army under the Duke of Hamilton was sent from Scotland with

1 Burton.
% The King was induced to send a letter to Montrose, 19th May thereafter, ordering him to
disband his forces.
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the intention of saving the King ; it was defeated by Cromwell at Preston,
and the victor marched to Edinburgh and conferred with Argyle. But
Scotland had no concern with the High Court of Justice in Westminster
which tried and condemned their sovereign who was beheaded on the
3oth January 1649.

On the 5th of February 1649, immediately after the news of the King’s
Execution reached Edinburgh, Charles II. was solemnly proclaimed King
at the Cross as “ King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland.” The faction
which had usurped the reins of Government in Scotland still wished to
recognise the principles of hereditary Monarchy, although in England the
‘dominant party were contemplating the arrangement of a Commonwealth.
The Duke of Hamilton had been executed in England, and the Marquis
of Huntly in Scotland, very soon after Charles I.’s death. Montrose who
had engaged in war in Germany after the loss of his hopes at Philiphaugh,
was anxious to serve the cause of the young King and landed in Scotland
with a small force, but his effort failed, he was seized by MacLeod of
Assynt and conveyed to Edinburgh, where his noble life was ended by the
sentence of the Estates on the 25th May 1650.

Commissioners having been sent from Scotland to confer with the
King he was induced to sign the Covenant, after which he landed in
Scotland on 3rd July, and on 1st January 1651 he was crowned
at Scone. Soon after the King's arrival Cromwell, alarmed at the
apparent reconciliation of parties in Scotland, had invaded it and
fought several actions, generally victorious. At the King’'s suggestion
the Scots Army resolved to invade England in August 1651, leaving
Cromwell in the neighbourhood of Perth. But the Protector dis-
patched orders to his commanders in England and himself rapidly
pursued the Scots Army; at length on the 3rd September 1651, the
Scots Army sustained a crushing defeat at Worcester, being annihilated
and the King forced to fly. Meanwhile a strong parliamentary force
had been left in Scotland under General Monk who, two days before the
Battle of Worcester, took the town of Dundee by storm with a fearful
slaughter of the innocent population. Thus the party in Scotland which
began the great Civil War by rising against their Sovereign and joining

B
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with his enemies in England found defeat under the heavy hand of
Cromwell.

Scotland had to submit to the Commonwealth, and Cromwell laid
down twenty-eight fortresses in Scotland with permanent garrisons. A
project was devised to abolish the feudal system. “There was, among
other measures, to be a restraint on the feudal powers of the territorial
Chiefs, by abolishing those portions of their authority which made
them judges in Courts of Law, and entitled them to the military
attendance of their vassals.” “The wvassals holding under any deeds
or charters were to continue to hold by yearly rents, services, &c, but
without rendering or performing any other duty, vassalage or command
whatever.” !

The King, during the period when Cromwell was in power, was driven
again in exile in 1653. William Cunningham, Earl of Glencairn, applied
to his Majesty for a commission to command a force to be gathered in
Scotland. Several of the Clans rose, but Glencairn was soon afterwards
superseded by General Middleton who had been taken prisoner at the
Battle of Worcester ; disputes followed. The whole affair was blundered
and Monk’s second in command, General Morgan, defeated the Royalist
Army near Loch Garry when the expedition collapsed.

On the death of Oliver Cromwell the Protectorate was supposed to
pass to his son, but a spirit of loyalty revived in both countries. Monk
drew together an army and turning to the Royal cause in March 1639,
he marched to London where the Presbyterian party had gained the
ascendancy over the Independents and eventually both Houses of Parlia-
ment invited his Majesty to return to his inheritance.

1660. May 29. King Charles II. reached England and the news was
received with joy in Scotland. The Scottish Parliament met at Edin-
burgh, 1st January 1661, and showed itself very strongly reactionary.
The Marquis of Argyle was tried and eventually executed on 27th May
1661.2 Various Acts were passed in retaliation for the excesses of the

! These measures do not appear to have been actually enforced.
2 A number of Scottish records which had been carried off to London, were shipped thence to
be returned to Scotland before the end of 1661, but were lost on the way by shipwreck.
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ately afterwards. By May the insurrection of Monmouth started Civil
War in both England and Scotland, though the Battle of Sedgemoor and
subsequent execution of Monmouth ended it in England. The Earl of
Argyle, who led the opposition in Scotland, was likewise beheaded on
the 16th June 1685. A period of religious and political disputes followed
till on the 4th April 1689 the Convention of the Estates of Scotland
declared the throne vacant and offered the Crown to William of Orange
and Princess Mary, the King’s own daughter, who had been already
appointed King and Queen of England.

GENEALOGICAL. HOUSE OF GLENSTRAY!

VIII. Gregor MacGregor, eldest son of John Dhu nan Luarag, suc-
ceeded as MacGregor of Glenstray? on the death of his uncle the Chief,
who was executed after the battle of Glenfruin, 1604. Gregor must at
that time have been very young, and he remained in the custody of Sir
John Murray, afterwards first Ear] of Tullibardine. Frequent mention of
him is made in vol. i. of this work, some passages of which may here be
repeated. ’

1611. Dec. In the Treasurer’s books appears “Gregour M°Gregour,
now callit Laird of M°Gregour.” At the same time through some
confusion Duncan M°Ewne, his tutor, is spoken of in the Record of
Secret Council, 3rd Jan. 1611, as “now callit the Laird,”3 and in the
Record of Justiciary, 8th May 1612, Duncan is styled “The Laird of
MacGregour.”

Gregor in honour of either his maternal grandfather, Murray of
Strowan, or of his custodian, the Laird of Tullibardine, also assumed the
christian and surname of John Murray; he was thus known as John
Murray of Glenstray, and in the Records is mentioned alternately as
“John Murray,” “ Gregour Murray,” and “ Gregour M°Gregour.”

1620. June 29. The King wrote to the Earl of Mar, Lord High
Treasurer for Scotland, that he had favourable accounts of Gregour

! This account is condensed and revised from a MS. Memoir of the House of Glenstray by the
Rev. William Macgregor Stirling.

? Mentioned vol. i. pp. 333, 392-394- 3 Vol. i. p. 369.
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commissioners appointed by the Secret Council to confer on this subject
with certain of the Clan Gregor, and on the 29th July had a gift of the
escheat of one of the slain as having died intestate and without
lawful issue. The particulars of the fray in question will be given
in chronological order.

Gregor MacGregor, or Murray, of Glenstray married Margaret Sinclair,
widow of John Grant of Carron. In the Record of Justiciary, Nov. 28,
1628, Patrick Grant of Ballindalloch and others were charged with the
slaughter of John Grant of Carron}! having wounded him the day before
his death, which took place 16th August 1628, and the pursuers were
Margaret Sinclair, his relict, &c.

1631. July 29. Margaret Sinclair, spouse of Gregor M°Gregour of
that Ilk calliit the Laird of MGregour, is further styled “Ye relict
of umqule John Grant of Carroun.” Record of Justiciary containing
notice of a complaint by James Crichton of Frendraught, of the Lady
of Rothiemay, and others, including besides Gregour of that Ilk and
spouse as quoted above, “Callum Bayne M°Gregour in Strathdone,
Allaster M°Gregour MCNeill younger, Patrick M°Gregour in Dalnabo
in Strathdoun, Gregour MCEan dowie, household man to ye Laird

of M°Gregour.”

“ August 2. The which day George Lord Gordon compeiring personally before
the Lords of Privy Council took the 21st day of Sept. next for the exhibition of
M°Gregour and his wife, -~ Gordoun, son to Ardreugnie and his
oyes? alive Crookshank Redhead and Johne M°Ean duy in Badenoch to
answer for the away taking of Fendraught’s goods, to whom and to such others as
the said Lord will undertake to exhibit, the Lords grants warrants and protection
eight days before the day of compeirance and for eight days thereafter.”—Record of
Secret Council.

It was doubtless the marriage of Gregor with the widow of Carroun
which led to his being mixed up with the disturbances in Aberdeen-

1 Carron was murdered 11th September 1628, by Grant of Ballindalloch, whose Great Grand-
father had been slain by Carron’s ancestor, John Roy Grant of Carron, natural son of Grant of
Glenmorriston, about the middle of the sixteenth century. The younger Carron was nephew of
James Grant, who shot Patrick Gearr MacGregor in 1632.—ED.

2 Grandchildren.
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son of John dhu nan Luarag was during his minority under the care of
the Laird of Grant.

1636. Patrick Murray, surnamed Roy, is mentioned in the Records of
Justiciary as a juror. In March of the previous year he had been ill of a
fever and in July of that year was “warded in the tolbooth of Edinburgh”
with his eldest brother as mentioned above.

“1641. Sir Alexander Menzies of Weyme complained to the Secret Council
that Patrick Murray who now against the Acts of Council doth also design himself
M°Gregour, ‘had within these fourteen days sent an imperious charge and com-
mand to the Complainer to possess the said Patrick of the Lands of Rannoch
pertaining hereditably to the Complainer, and that because he, the Complainer, had
refused, the said Patrick had come with forty or fifty of his lawless and broken
Clan, armed with all sorts of hostile furniture and settled upon that part of the
Complainer’s lands called “ Kennochlachrie,” and other Rowmes,” where he
and his followers yet remained, collecting mails and duties and oppressing
the tenants.”

+  Patrick M°Gregor married “ Jeane Campbell mentioned in Record 27,
August 1649, as “ Relict of Patrick Murray, Laird of MacGregor. Register
of Committee of Estates of Parliament.

From the last entry it is clear that Patrick’s death must have taken
place before 1649. But no evidence appears to show how long before.
Animportant point hinges on this. If Patrick, styled Laird of MacGregor,
was alive during the time of Montrose’s wars, 1644-1643, it was he who
led the Clan in those campaigns.

In the “Lairds of Glenlyon,”! it is mentioned that “in the Civil War they ¢ The
MacGregors’ once more raised their head and under Patrick Roy, heir of Glen-
strae, fought with loyalty so unflinching, and gallantry so conspicuous as to merit
the warmest thanks of the Marquis of Montrose, and obtain the written promise of
the restitution of their old possessions as soon as his Majesty was restored.”

The writer of that work has relied mostly on tradition, but in this case
there seems to be an inherent probability of its correctness. Patrick
MCGregor left two children.

1. James, of whom later.

! By Mr Duncan Campbell.
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Clan unanimously followed this Patrick. . . . whose valour and conduct well
qualified him for the Leader of a people. He joined the dauntless Montrose for the
support of the royal cause, with above a thousand of his Clan, and, in the course
of those troubles remarkably signalized himself. Mr Nisbet in mentioning the
Loyalists, says ‘¢ Macgregorii insuper nullis fortitudine et laborum patientia secundi,
suum ducem sequebanter.” ¢The Macgregors also, a Clan inferior to none in
bravery and activity followed their chiefs.” While Patrick and his Clan were in the
north with Montrose, the same author informs us, that, Argathetiorum superstites
fseu rerum omnium in suo agra penuria, sui pravalidi et extrema militantes Mac-
donaldi mentu et potentia, exterres in Macgregorios et Mdcnabios, qui Montes-
rosano favebant, invecti sunt, et junctis sibi postmodum Stewartis qui Balcordriam
incolunt, et Menegiis aliisqui mentos qui ad hunc Argathelii sequebantur fortunam,
ad nile et quingentos contraxisse.”

In this incursion the feederali destroyed the old Castle of Glendochart and
took much booty; but Bishop Wishart elsewhere tells us, that great part of the
plunder wzg retaken, and the Argathelians soon driven out of that country with
considerable loss.

Patrick was in particular esteem with Montrose, and in several letters from
him, two of which are carefully preserved, addressed to his special and trusty friend,
the Hon" Patrick Laird of Macgregor,! that great man, in the strongest terms,
expressed his hearty approbation of the Laird’s unshaken loyalty, and assured
him, that “His Majesty’s affairs being once upon a permanent footing, the
grievances of his family and Clan should be effectually redressed.” But their
chief hopes died with this great hero, tho’ indeed, in consequence of their
loyalty they were thereafter restored to their name by King Charles II. by Act
of Parliament.

“¢The King’s Majesty considering that these were formerly designed by the
name of Macgregor, have during these troubles carried themselves with such
loyalty and affection to his Majesty, as may wipe off all memory of their former
miscarriages, and take off all mark of reproach put upon them for the same &°.
Therefore, his Majesty with consent and advice of his estates of parliament, doth
rescind, cass and annul, the 3oth Act of the first parliament of King Charles I.
entitled an Act against the Clan Gregor, and declares the same void and null in all
time coming, and that it should be hereafter free to all persons come of the name
and race of the Clan Gregor, to keep and make use of the said name of Gregor or
MacGregor, and enjoy all the privileges and immunities as other subjects, notwith-
standing of the said act, or any other acts, or anything therein contained to the
contrary, &*’”

1 This was the second son of John of Luarag, the rightful representative of his uncle, the Chief
at Glenfruin.—ED.
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Chapter 111
Skirmish at the Castle of Leny, 1626

ROM the “Chartulary ”:—1

“1626. March 16. Skirmish at the door of the old Castle of Lany on the north
bank of the Teith, less than a quarter of a mile west of the village of Callander
in Menteith, between certain individuals, mostly Buchanans, headed by Robert
Buchanan of Lany on one hand, and certain MacGregors on the other. Of the
latter, Patrick Beg and Callum Baine, sons of the late Patrick Aldoch and commonly
surnamed Levingston, and Donald M°Gregor VCondoquhie Aldoch were killed.
Tradition gives the following account of the origin of this affair. The parties
having adjusted some former difference (about the slaughter of a MacGregor in
1515),2 were about entering the Castle to a refreshment prepared for them, when
the landlord desired his guests to walk before him, and they begged he would show
them the way. Lany’s attendants being at some distance, and mistaking the
courteous altercation for something serious, interfered without inquiry, when the
scuffle ensued in which two Buchanans and three MacGregors were killed.
Hence to the Gaelic lines regarding the feud of Glenfruin, ‘The black Wether
with the white Tail Better it had never been lambed’ was added another ‘It was
worse than the mistake of Lany.’

“June 17. Horning (Graham &c versus Roy MacGregour and vtheris) Buchanans
upon Duncane Roy M¢Gregor brother sone to vmgle Patrik Aldoch M°Gregour,
Donald M°Eane Dowie M‘Gregour in Dullatrich, James Mc°Gregour, sone to
Gillespie (Archibald) V¢Allaster in Rannach, Alexander M“Gregour sone to Dougall
M¢Condochie veir, Duncane Camroun sone to John Dow MCFaill in "Argyll,
Johne Gear M°Kennchirder, Neall Breach M¢Gregour and Donald MCLaryne,
all friends for the time to Patrik Aldoch M°Gregour, for killing on 16 March
(under circumstances already narrated) Robert Buchanan in Bochastell and Donald
Buchanan in Lany.”—Particulars in Register of Hornings, Perth, in General
Register House, Edinburgh.

1 Rev. W. MacGregor Stirling’s Collection of Papers relating to MacGregors, called the
‘“ Chartulary ” for reference—see vol. i., foot-note page 3.

2 Viz.: Allastair Livingstoun in Corriechrombie, son of the late Patrick Aldoch, for whose
slaughter before 26th November 1615 several Buchanans and others were, previous to this date,
cited to ‘‘ underly the Law " on 6th December following. Vol. i., p. 333.
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“June 26. Bail Bond by Robert Buchanane of Lany for Johne Campbell, his
brother-in-law, elsewhere designed ‘sone to the Barron M°Lauchlane,’ and eighteen
others to produce them before the Justice or his deputes on the 14. July 1626.
for the slauchter of Patrik Aldoch M°Gregour, Callum MacGregour, sons apparently
of ‘umqule Patrik Aldoch and Donald M¢Gregour vich Connachie,’ dated at
Edinburgh signed P. Bannantyne, J.P.”—Original in the Leny Papers.

“June 26. Bail Bond by William Stirling fiar of Ardoch for the appearance of
Robert Buchanane on the 14. July 1626.”—Leny Papers.

“June 30. Donald M°Gregour brother to umqule Patrik Aldoch M°Gregour,
Donald M°Eane Dowie MC¢Gregour in Dallatriche, Johne MC‘Gregour sone to
Gillespie M®Condochie VcAllaster in Rannoch, Alexander M°Gregor sone to
Dougall MCondochie Veir (Keir?), Duncane Camerone sone to Johne Dow
Mc¢Farlane in Argyle, Johne Gow M°Kinchadder M°Ean ceardeach, Neill Braik
M¢Gregour, Donald M‘Larene, sumtyme servandis to umqule Patrik Aldoche
Dilaitit of airt and pairt of the slauchter of umqule Robert Buchanane in Ballach-
astell and umqule Donald Buchanane in Lany committit the 16 day of Marche in
forme and manner specifiet in the criminall letters Persewaris Agnes Grahame
relict of umquhile Robert Buchanane, M°Kilsythe relict of umquhile Donald
Buchanane Mr William Stirling Writer sone to Henrie Stirling of Ardoch cautioner
produceit the letters deulie execut and indorsate vpone the haill defenders abone-
written Quhairby they ar denunceit and registrat at the horne for not finding
cautioun &a.”—]Justiciary Record.

“1626. July 14. Court of Justiciary at Edinburgh. Slaughter M°Gregour
contra Buchannane.

Entered.

Robert Buchannane of Lany.
Johnne Campbell his brother-in-law.
Sorlie M°Hewne MC¢Beathe his servant.

Robert Buchannane l

Walter Stewart j- All three Servants to Lany.

Allaster M°Gregour
Walter Roy Buchannane in Boquhastill.

Walter Grahame his brother-in-law.

Robert M°Farlane alias MJames V<Patrik.

Archibald Buchannane in Park of Menteith.

Alexander Buchannane .

Patrik Buchannane } his brothers,
Johnne M°Kenlay VDonald in Lany.
Duncane M°Gilliechreist cham in Buchannane.

George Stewart in Lany.
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and apprehended by the Steward Depute of Menteith for being in company with
the Clangregour at the burning of the houses in Glenairtney pertaining to my lord
Erle of Pearth in anno 1608. &a.&a. was put to the trial of an assize before the said
Stewart Depute the day foresaid. and hanged on his own confession two days after
the time foresaid of his alleged slaughter; And for verificatioun thairof produceit
the Rolment of Court and extract thairof beiring his dittay abonewritten and the
Dome and sentence pronuncet agains him to be tane to the gallows of Doune
and thair to be hangit quhill he be deid, as culpable and convict of the saidis
crymes. and sua he being hanget tua days after the tyme foirsaid of his allegit
slauchter, the pannel can never be callit or accuset for his death.

“2nd. That Patrik Aldoch M°Gregour and Callum MC°Gregour his brother
were both rebels and at the Horn for the slauchter of Johnne Buchannane, son of
Robert Buchannane, alias Wattersone, in Ballachastell, for which they were charged
11 Dec. 1619. at the Thorne of Doune in Menteith called the Topalata, and on
6 Dec. 1619. at the Cross of Edinburgh, to find surety for appearing before the
Justice and his deputes on 28 January following ; and for disobedience were on
29 Dec. 1619. at the Top of Lata within the Stewartry of Menteith, and on 12.
January 1620. at the Cross of Edinburgh denunceit, which denunciatioun was at
the last mentioned date, registered in the Books of Counsel.

“ And syklyk the said Patrik Aldoche M°Gregour be vertew of criminall Letters
raisit at the instance of Patrik Sqwyar in Cambuswallace, Nicoll Bryce in Tore and
Andrew Mitchell thair, being chairgit vpone the 6. day of Marche s610. yeiris to
find cautioun for his compeirance befoir the Justice and his deputis in the tolbuth
of Edinburgh the 15, day of May thaireftir to have underlyne the law for steiling of
tua ky fra the said Patrik Sqwyer, ane young meir fra the said Nicoll Bryce and
ane young cow fra the said Andra Mitchell, was for his disobedience 20 March
1610. denunceit rebel and put to the horne at the croce of Doune in Menteith
callit the top of Lata and on 12 April thairefter 1610. was registrat thairat in the
Stewartis buikis of the Stewartries of Menteith be James Don Clerk thereof. In
lyke manner the said Callum M°Gregour for several acts of theft and the said
Patrik Aldoche M°Gregour for stealing twelve ky and their calves in August 1622.
and for not finding surety to answer to the charge was on 27. Dec. 1625 put to the
horne And produced the four hornings,

“Diet continued to the next Justice Court of the Sherrifidom wherein the
pannels dwell.”—Record of Justiciary. Williame Stirling of Ardoche is surety for
said Robert Buchannane, ]

“1626. July 18. Commission by the Secret Council to Gregour Murray some-
tyme callit Gregour MC¢Gregour,! Johnne Grahame sometyme callit Johnne
M°Gregour V°Eeane, Johnne Drummond sometyme callit Johnne M°Conneill

! Eldest son of John Dhu nan Lurag, his sale of Glenstray is mentioned vol. i. p. 453.
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V¢Allaster, and Johnne Drummond in Dundorne sometyme called Johnne
M*Gregour to confer and intercommon with such of the ClanGregor as are rebels
and at the horn for the last slauchter which fell betwyx the Buchannans and them
and to deal and travel with them and with such as assist and take part with them
for settling the feud foresaid &a and that the said Gregor report unto the said Lords
upon Saturday the 2g. of this instant what shall be proceeded and done herein. and
that he bring with him to the said Lords the day foresaid Patrik his brother, &,

¢ July 25. Commissioun against Johnne M°Gregour M®kewin, &° for the slauchter
of James Hutsoun in Buchlavie.”—Record of Secret Council, Commissions.

“1626. July 28. Compeared Gregor Murray sometime called Gregor M°Gregour
and declared that he had held the conference ordered, and that those of his Clan
immediately concerned had promised to him that if relieved from the Horn they
would submit the differences in question to the Lairds of Lawers,! Glenlyon,
Strowan Murray,2 and Mr Donald Campbell,? or any two or three of ‘them for their
part. Compeared also the Laird of Lany and declared that he would submit the
said feud to the Lairds of Keir, Cromlix, Muschet, and goodman of Ardoch,* or
any two or three of them for his part and that of his friends. The Laird of Lany
and Gregor Murray appointed the 15, of August for a meeting of the parties in
Dunblane to perfect the submission in presence of the Earls of Mar, Menteith,
Perth, and the Bishop of Dunblane or such of them as shall be there for the
time. The Council relaxed the MacGregors concerned from the horn till zo. of
August. at night.”—Record of Council, Acta.

“July 29. At Holyroodhouse.

“Ane letter made to Gregour Murray alias Makgregour his heirs and assignees
one or more, of the gift of the escheet of all goods movable or unmoveable, debts,
takes, steadings, acts, contracts, actions, obligations, compromises, decreets, sen-
tences, corns, cattle, insight plenishing, sums of money, jewels, gold, silver, coined
or uncoined, and other goods and gear escheatable whatsoever which pertained of
before to vmgle Patrik Awloch M°Gregour son natural to vmg® Patrik Awloch
MCGregour in Ardlarich And now pertaining to our Sovereign Lord, fallen and
become in His Majestys hands and at his Highness gift and disposition by reason
of escheat laws and practice of this realm and privelege of his Majesty’s crown,
through being of the said umqle Patrik born bastard and so disceasing bastard
without any heirs lawfully gotten of his own body or lawful disposition made by
him of his said goods, gear, sums of money and other foresaids during his lifetime.
With power &° Account amounting to 2o merks.”—Reg. of Privy Seal.

“July. Item for letters of relaxation to Donald Roy M°Gregour brother to

1 Campbell of Lawers became Leny’s Father-in-law. 2 Gregor MacGregor’s Uncle.

3 Campbell of Ardinmuriche as appears from the Leny Papers. He was a Cadet of Dunstaf-
nage and married Leny’s Sister.—Buchanan of Auchmar’s *‘ History of the Buchannans.”

4 Stirling of Ardoch was a Cadet of Keir and Leny’s maternal Grandfather.

D
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Patrik Aldoch and other sevin M°Gregouris for relaxing them fra the horne being
2ught in number, for the letters signet and drink silver xij* iij* iiij*”—Lord High
Treasurer’s Books.

Thus the untoward incident at the Castle of Leny, which without any
malice propense on either side had cost several lives, was brought to a
peaceful arbitration, such as could never have been proposed-in the late
King’s time, and as Dr Masson remarks in his introduction to Vol. XV. of
the register of the Privy Council :—

“On the whole, the indications are that there were relentings in the mind of the
Government from King James’s policy of mere ruthlessness against the MacGregors,
and a disposition to bring them back, if possible, within the pale and the privileges
of ordinary society.”

From the “ Chartulary” :—

“1626. August 22. Warrant for delivery of Robert ‘Abroch and others to
Colonell Mky.

“ Forasmuch as Sir Donald My Knight Colonel of the Regiment lifted by him
for his Majesty’s service under the charge of Count Mansfield has petitioned the
Lords of Privy Council That Robert Abroch M¢Gregour, Duncane Drummond
and . . . . some times called M°Gregours, Charles M°Cleane and Johnne Robie-
soun who have been this long time bygone prisoners in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh
may be delivered unto him and he will transport them out of this kingdom and
employ them there in the wars. And the said Lords finding it more expedient
that they shall be delivered to the said Colonell to be employed in the wars than
to be detained longer in ward in the said Tolbooth Therefore the said Lords ordain
and command the Provost and Baillies of Edinburgh that how soon the said Sir
Donald or any in his name having his power and commission shall require delivery .
to be made of the persons foresaid to him That then the said Provost and Baillies
shall send the persons abovewritten to the town of Leith sufficiently guarded
by some of their officers who will be answerable for their not escaping and there
deliver them a shipboard to the said Colonell or to others in his name as said is to
the intent they may be transported furth of this realm And ordain the said Colonell
and others having charge under him to have a special care that the persons fore-
said escape not, as they will be answerable upon the contrary at their peril. Pro-
viding always that before the said persons be taken out of the Tolbooth they
compeir before his Majesty’s Justice and his Deputes and there act themselves
that they shall never return again, within this kingdom, under the pain of death
And touching their jailor fee and other things bestowed upon them by Andrew
Whyte Keeper of the Tolbooth the said Lords will have a care to see him satisfied
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Campbell fiar of Culdairs his lawful sons and Patrick Campbell his natural son for
the extirpation of the cursed surname and wicked family of M°Gregour.”—Mag. Sig.
Paper. Register.

“1627. June 13. Horning Menzies versus M°Gillechallum. Alexander Menzies
in Bellechomes upon Donald M°Gillichallum Dowie alias M°Gregour in Kynnaldie
tenant to Sir Alexander Menzies of Weyme. theft.”—Hornings Perth.

“June 22. Camplaint by Alexander Menzies of Bellichones against Donald
Mc¢Gillechallum dowie alias M°Gregour in Kynnaldie for steiling a black horse
worth 100 merks. Sir Alexander Menzies of that Ilk who had become cautioner
for the Entry of M°Gregour is fined in roo merks for the nonappearance of the
latter who is denounced rebell.

“June 25. Gregor Roy M°Gregour in Leragane, Callum Bayne M°Gregor his*
brother and Robert M°Gregour son to Johne MCFatrik moir in Kilchonane, for
_ invading and wounding complainer.

“1628. March zo. Donald M°Gregour. M‘neill sometyme dwelling in
Ardowniche and Gregour M°Gregour his servant are mentioned, along with others,
as rebells in a commission.”—Record of Council.

“March 28. Macgregor and Buchanans. No submission of parties had taken
place so late as this date when the Council stated in their minutes that, whereas
Sir Duncan Campbell of Glenurquhy and Robert Campbell his son are burthened
with the entry of Duncan MCanduy Vephaill ¢ their man’ on 23. of next month for
his concurrence in settling the difference of the Laird of Lany and ClanGregour
and whereas it is ‘like eneugh’ that the said Duncan shall refuse to keep the said
diet and ‘sua do what in him lyis to frustrat and disapoint the intendit agreement
quhilk imports so neir the peace and quyes of the countrie” Therefore the
Council give power and commission to the said Sir Duncan and his said son to
pass search for and take the said Duncan &°”—R.S.C., Acta.

“May 24. At Dunblane, Submission by Johne Grahame, Johne Campbell son
to Baron M°Lauchlane and George Buchanan fear of Buchanan for himself and his
friends on the ane pairt and Donald Roy M°Phatrik Alich brother to umquhile
Patrick and Callum MF¢Patrick Aliches, Patrik Abroch son of umqule Duncan
Abroch, Donald Mfinduy in Dulater, Duncan M°Gregor M°Rorie for himself and
taking burden upon him for Johne Dow M¢Gregor his brother, Allister M®Dougall
M¢Condachie ower, Duncan baine MC¢Phatrik voir, Patrik his brother, Callum son
to John M°Phatrik voir, John Dow son to John M¢Kean vick eanedowie vikeane,
Patrik M°Gregor son to Gregor Ger, Archibald M°Condochie M°Allaster for John
Dow his son, ¢ parties compromitters on the other side.’ to abide by
the Decreet Arbitrall about to be pronounced by John Earle of Perth, Archibald
Lord Lorn and by Sir James Campbell of Lawers equally and commonly chosen
by the parties dated at Dunblane 24. May 1628. and witnessed by Sir Archibald
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Stirling of Keir Knight, Mr Donald Campbell of Ardmurich, William Stirling of
Auchyle, Mungo Campbell fear of Lawers, Sir George Muschet of Burnbank
Knight, subscribed on the side of the MacGregors by Patrick Drumond notar
public at their command ‘because they cannot wreat’ and on the other side by
‘ Merzsen Buchanane of that Ilk. Robert Buchanane of Lenie.” Perth accepts,
Lorne accepts, R. Campbell of Glenfalloch accepts. Ard: Stirling of Keir witness,
Mr Donald Campbell witness, Mungo Campbell witness.”—Notorial Extract of
Decreet Arbitral Registered at Dunblane 15 June 1658 in the Leny Papers.

“May 31. at Perth. Horning M°Ewin and Dow against M°Gregor and others.

“Finly M°Ewin in Pitlachairnie in Grantullie and John Dow MC¢Cherer
(M¢Ara) Brouster at the burn of Aberfauldie upon Duncan M°Gregour Roray in
Camiserache in the Ranoche, gille Andres beg there, Patrik M°Gille Andres beg
cotter there, Johne Dow M°Gregor brother to the said Duncane M¢Gregor Roray,
Mc¢Aiheracher (M°Kerracher) and Duncan MGregor. Stealing.

“June 11. Robert Buchanan of Lany as cautioner fined for not producing
Allaster M°Gregor fadrik and Patrik M°Gregor fadrik his brother, sons to Gregor
M¢fatrik in Strathyre to underly the law for theft from Sir George Muschet of
Burnbank. Knight.”—Record of Justiciary.

“June 27. Complaint against Duncan M°Gregor Rory in Camserarche for

theft.”—Justiciary.
. “July 24. at Perth. Horning Reid versus M°Gregors. William Reid beside
Castle Campbell upon Donald Roy MacGregor brother to umgle Patrik Aldoch
M¢Gregour and John Dow MConiell Condochie V*Williame in Lanray in the
Rannache under the Laird of Weymes Menzies. Theft.

“July 26. M°SGregor versus Comrie. Johne Grahame alias M°Gregour of
Brackley against Christian Comrie Relict of M°Gregour in Glenogill, her son Pat
M*Gregour having slaine Johne M°Gregour Dow M°Gregour son to John in Dul-
latur, sister sone to the Compliner.”—Register of Decreets.

‘1, September at Perth. Horning Laird Muschet versus M“Gregors.

“Sir George Muschet of Burnebank Knight upon Donald M°Eane Dowie
M¢Gregour in Dullatur, Allaster M°Gregour Fadrick and Patrik M“Gregour fadrik,
sons to Gregor M°Fadrik in Strathaire. theft.

“1629. October 24. at Fedell. —Decreet Arbitral by John Earl of Perth,
Archibald Lord Lorne, Sir James Campbell of Lawers, Knight, and Robert Camp-
bell of Glenfalloch, Judges Arbitrators equally chosen for the parts of Robert
Buchanan of Lenie, Johne Grahame, Johne Campbell son to the Baron M‘Lauchlan
and George Buchanan fiar of Buchanan &a on the one part; and Donald Roy
M¢Phatrick Alexander M°Gregore brother to umqule Patrick and Callum M¢phatrik
Auliches, Patrik Abroch son to umqule Duncan Abroch,

Donald M¢indowie in Dullater,
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Duncan M¢Gregor in Rora, for himself and taking burden on him for John
Dow M¢Gregor his brother,

Alexander M°Dougall vic Condachie owir,

Duncan bain M¢Phatrick vic Phatrick his brother,

Callum son to John MPhatrick voir

John Dow son to John M°Kein vickein

Duncan M¢Indowie vicphaill,

Patrick M°Gregor son to Gregor gear,

Archibald M°Condichie vic Allister for Johne Dow his son,
parties compromitters on the other side, anent what satisfaction the said Robert
Buchanan of Lenie for himself and for all others partakers and assisters shall give
to the Bairns of the said umqule Patrick and Callum Auliches and other under-
written for the slaughter of their said father, what sums shall be paid therefore, how
and in what manner and at what times, and anent what form of Discharge and
Letter of Slains shall be granted to the said Robert Buchanan and his foresaids
therefore &a and anent what form ‘they shall give satisfaction to the said Robert
Buchanan of Lenie for the goods, geir and heirship wrongously taken from him and
his tenants furth of the Lands of Lenie, in the year of God 1626. Decerns the said
Robert Buchanan of Lenie to pay the Bairns of the said umqule Patrik, Callum,
and Donald Auliches 1300 merks money guid and usual of this realm half to the
said umqule Patrick and delivered in their names to Donald Roy M°Gregor and
Patric M°Kondochie Abrochie Abroch in (si) and the other half to the bairns of
tha said Callum and Donald in equal parts and delivered in their names to Duncane
and Johne Gordonnes alias M°Gregors in Rora, and the said Donald and (sic)
Robert to be furth coming to the behoofs of the said bairns, and that at the term
of Martinmas next to come whatever sum the said Robert shall bind himself to pay
them under his hand shall bear adrent yearly till the said bairns be of perfect age
and able to give their receipt to the said Robert. &a. Having tried the number of
horse and cattle taken by the ClanGregor, in heirship from the said Robert and his
tenants at the time contained in the within written submission we decern the said
ClanGregor so many of them as be in life and within this realm, who committed
and were the takers away of these heirships, to pay to the said Robert Buchanan of
Lenie 60o merks of money of Scotland in satisfaction herefore every one of the
away takers his own part according to his commission, act?, and that before the
term of Martinmas next to be completely paid to the said Robert Buchanan and
his foresaids before they begin upon adrent to the said Bairns Anent the claim
given in by the ClanGregor for restoring of weapons and plaids, to be redelivered
to the nearest of kin to them the samen pertained and that before the said term of
Martinmas.
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The oaths of all the M°Gregors specially contained in the act at Doune of the date
of these presents to keep the peace.

“ Duncan M‘indowie V°phaill declared to be ‘quyt frie of the heirship forever’
The Buchanans ‘frie of the blood.’ The said Duncan to find surety to the said
Robert Buchanan and his foresaids for the king’s peace in time coming. Both
parties made to join hands in token of peace, and to drink together publicly at the
market cross of Dunblane. This decreet to be registrated in the Books of Coun-
cil and session. or the Commissar Books of Dunblane &a ‘In witnes whereof these
presents written be Pat Drumond nottar and subscribed be the saids parties we
have subscribed the samen with our hands at Fedell z4. October 1629. years Beffoir
thir witnesses subscribed thus. Perth, Lorne, James Campbell of Lawers, R.
Campbell of Glenfalloch, Buchannan of that Ilk, Robert Buchanan of Lenie, Ard :
Mc°Condochie, Donald Roy M¢phatrik, Patrick Abroch, Donald M¢indowie, Duncan
M¢Gregor in Rora, Alexander MDougall V°Condachie, Callum M°Gregor, Duncan
Mcindowie vicphaill with our hands att the pen of the nottar underwritten at our
command becaus we cannot wreat ourselves. Ita est Patricius Drumond notarius
publicus, &a De mandate dicti Donaldi Roy, Patricii Abroch, Donaldi Mfindowie
Duncani M°Gregor, Alexander M°Dougall, Malcolmi M°Gregor, Duncani M¢indowie
Vephaill, calamum tangentium et scribere nescientium ut asseruere testemonium
pro prio &a Ita est Magister Jacobus Nevin in premissis requisitus ex speciali
mandat Dict: &a, M. Campbell witnes, John Campbell witnes, &°.&.”—Notorial
Extract of Decreet Arbitral 24. (Oct.) 1629. Registered at Dunblane, 15. June
1658 —Leny Papers. 3

“1630. March 4. Carolus &a Qua Nos intelligentes quoad inter alias negocia-
tiones per nostrum quondam charissimum patrem beatissime et eterne memorie
predilecto nostro consanguineo et consiliario Archibaldo Cometi de Ergyle Domino
Campbell et Kintyre commiss ; due speciales commissiones conesse fuerunt una earum-
dem contra genus et nomende M°Gregour suorumque coadjutores et participes de
data apud Greenweiche vegissimo nona die mense is Aprilis anno domini millessimo
sexcentessimo undecimo et altera dictarum commissionum contra quondam Jacobum
M<Konnell,” ze. Argyll’s conduct ratified and approved as good service.

“1630. May 22. Bond and letter of Slaines by Duncane Gordoun alias
M°Gregour in Roro and John Dow Sinclair alias M°Gregour, brothers german, to
Robert Buchanan of Lenie for 325 merks the sum awarded by the Decreet Arbitral
to the bairns of umqule Donald M°Gregor V°Connachie Alick.! In witnes whereof
these presents written &a and witnessed by William Murray of Ochtertyre, Johne
Campbell of Clathick, signed by Duncane Gordoun and John Dow Sinclair brother
german with our hands led at the pen at our commandis because we canenot wreit
ourselvis.”—Original in the Leny Papers.

1 Aldoche or Aulach,
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“1630. Dec. 23. Commission against MacGregor.

“ Forasmuch as the Lords of the Secret Council have received sure information
from some noblemen, barons and gentlemen in Stratherne and Monteith that the
persons particularly underwritten, They are to say. :
Duncane M°Ean Dow M°Paul
. Johne Romach M“Paul his brother,

Duncane Gow M°Gregour M¢Phatrick.
. Patrick, Malcolme and Johne his brother,
. Duncan Levir M°Coull
. Gregour M°Coull son to Malcome M°Gregour in Glengyle.
. Malcolme Oig M°Coull M°Gregour son to Patrick M°Gillecallum
Duncane Lean M¢Patrick Dow M°Gregour
9. Patrick M°Gregour

10. Gregour son to Patrick Dow M°Cotter

11. Allaster Cas M®Eandowie our M°Gregour

12, Patrick M°Gregour Beg

13. Donald M°Eane Dowla

T o e e o 1o rist M°Condochie M°Ilgarith in Arkyle
has of late broke loose . . . . . themselves, numbers of broken and lawless limmers
of the ClanGregour and other broken Clans in the Highlands, who by force of his
Majesty's Authority were some few years bygone reduced to the obedience of the
Law and Justice, have now begun to renew their accustomed and wicked trade of
theft, and stouthreiff, wherein numbers of their wretched and miserable pre-
decessors ended their lives, and they go in sorning and troops and companies
athort the heads of Monteith and Strathearne where they not only commit privy
stouths but open reiffs and heirships and threaten with fire and sword such of his
Majesty’s good subjects against whom they bear. quarrel and who press to oppose
and resist their thievish and lawless doings. Wherethrough the peace of the
country is far disturbed and his Majesty’s good subjects heavily distressed in their
persons and goods to the great contempt of Law and Justice and disgrace of his
Majesty’s authority and Government. And whereas it is a great discredit to the
country that such an infamous byke of lawless limmers shall be suffered to break
loose as if his Majesty’s arm of justice were not able to overtake them. Therefore
the Lords of Secret Council have given and granted and by these presents give and
grant full power and commission to William Earl of Monteith president of his
Majesty’s Council and Lord Chief Justice of the Kingdom, James Erle of Moray,
John Erle of Atholl, Johne Erle of Perth, Mungo Maister of Stoormont, Sir
Duncane Campbell of Glenurquhie, Colin Campbell apparent therof, Sir James
Campbell of Lawers, Sir George Muschet of Burnebank, Robert Campbell of
Glenfalloch, Thomas Grahame of Douchall (Duchray), Johne Grahame of Red-

-
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nick, . . . ... Campbell of Glenlyoun, James Stewart, Steward Depute of
Menteith, Johne Grahame of Polder, William Grahame fear of Boquhapill, Patrick
Campbell son to Glenurquhie, Duncane MRobert Stewart in Balquhidder and
David Muschet of Calliquhat whom the said Lords also-make our Sovereign Lord’s
justices in that part conjunctly and severally to convocate his Majesty’s lieges in
Arms and to pass, search, seek and hunt, follow and pursue with fire and sword, the
broken and lawless limmers above written wherever they may be apprehended &c.”

“1631. June 16. Be it kend to all men be thir presents Wee Johne Grahame
alias M°Gregor off Brekland, James Grahame his sone, Robert Ramsay alias
Aberich M¢Gregor, Patrik Aberich M®Gregor his brother, Donald Roy M°Gregor
Brother to umqule Patrik Aulich, Duncane M°Gregor sone to ye said Robert
Aberiche, Johne Dow?! . . . .. , Duncane M°Phatrik M°Gregor, Johne MKewne
M°Gregor, Alaster M¢Ilchetir, Patrick M°Gregor vig.

“That for sameikill as be decreit arbitrall Be John Erll of Perth Archibald
Lord of Lorne, Sir James Campbell of Lawers knight, and Robert Campbell of
Glenfalloch, Judges arbitrators and amicable Assessors betixt Robert
Buchannane of Lenie takane burdine on him for certain other freinds and assisters
and partakers on the ane part and certane . . . ... or freinds and partakers on the
other part, past upon the submissioun, wherupone the decreit proceidit as the
said submissione of the date at Dunblane the 23. day of May 1628 yeiris and the
said decreit of the date at Fedell the 27 day of October 1629 yeiris The said
Judges decernit the said Robert Buchanan of Lenie to mak payment to the bairnes
off umquhl Patrik and Callum Aldoch and Donald Roy M°Gregor all and haill the
soume of threttein hundreth merks money of Scotland at the term of Martenmass
1629. in satisfaction and assithment to the saidis bairnes for the slaughter of the
saids umqule Patrik and Callum Aldoch and Donald Roy MC°Gregor V¢Patrik
committit be the said Robert Buchannane of Lenie and certane his friends con-
forme to the said decreit. viz To the bairnes of the said umqule Patrik the just
and equal half of the said soume of 1300 merks and the other half of the said
soume to be equally delt betwixt the bairnes of the said umqule Callum and
Donald Roy M°Gregors, and seeing we the assignees Donald- Campbell of Ardin-
meuriche and William Stirling Achyll have Instantlie “‘the day and date of these
presents receivit reallie and with effect fra Sir James Campbell of Lawers Knight
in name of the said Robert Buchannane the haill soume of nyne hundreth three-
score fifteine merks quhilk is the just portiones of the above written soumes of
1300 merks belonging to the bairnes of the said umqule Patrik and Callum

M°Gregors, whereof . . . . . . and discharge the said Robert Buchanan of
Lenie, Sir James Campbell of Lawers Knight, thir heirs and assignees and all
other whom it is . .. ... for ever. Thairfoir we the saids Johne Graham °

1 Probably son to John M¢Kean vick eanedowie, sez page 28 &c.
E
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M¢Gregor, John Graham his sone, Robert Aberich, Patrik Aberich his brother, John
Dow M°Gregor, Duncan M°Phatrik, Duncan M°Gregor, John M°Kewne M°Gregor
M¢Kihether,! Patrik MC°Gregor, viz, Here followes execution dated Edinkip
16. June 1631. Signed William Sterling of Auchil witnes

Johne Sterling witnes.”—Original in the Leny Papers.

“1631. October 3. I Captane William Campbell be y* p™ exoner and dis-
charge Johne Roy M°Gregorin . .. ... and Finlay buoy Camrone of all actiounis
civill and criminell and all other actiounis qtsumever competent and that may or
can be competent to me, Againes them for thair being fugitive sojouris out of my
companie fra his Majesteis service &a And that because Archibald Campbell of
Dunstaffnnych hes payed to me the soume of fourtie markes in name of the
said Johne Roy MC°Gregor and the soume of fourtie Pundis in name the said
Finlay Bowie Camerone g'of I also discharge the said Archibald and them for ever
Be y* p™ sub* with my hand At Inverary 3 Oct. 1631. Before these witnesses
George Campbell writer heirof and Donald Camerone his Servitor.”—Dunstaffnage
Charter Chest.

“1632. April 3. at Forden. Be it known to all men by these presents we
Robert Ramsay alias M°Gregor Abroch and Donald Roy MSpatrik Aulich that
forasmuch as the Decreet Arbitral, pronounced, betwix Robert Buchanan of Leny
for himself and taking burden upon him for the rest of his kin and friends on the
one part, And the said Donald and sundry others persons our friends on the other
part as the same Decreet dated at Forden z4. October 1628. years The said
Robert Buchanan of Leny was discerned to make payment to the bairnes of
umgqule Patrik M°Gregor Aulich the sum of 650 merks more and the bairnes of
umgle Callum MCPatrik Aulich the sum of 325 merks more, in satisfaction of the
said bairnes for the slaughter of the said umqule Patrik and Callum and seeing the
said Robert Buchanan of Leny and Walter Roy Buchanan in Bochastell have
given us a bond subscribed with their hands as nearest friends to the said bairns,
and in thair names for payment making to the said bairns of the said sums, when-
soever they were of ability to.

“ Letter of Slaines for the said slaughter, of the said bond as the date of these
presents bears, And therefore the said Robert Ramsay and Donald Roy nearest
friends to the said bairns for ourselves and taking burden on us for our friends,
assisters and partakers, . . . ... ... ... ... .. or leis directly or indirectly
...... the faith and breath of our own bodies, fully remit with our hearts and
forgive the said Robert Buchanane of Leny, Walter Roy Buchanane, Rob.
Buchanan servitor to the Laird of Leny, Ard : Buchanan in the Port of Menteith
and his son, and John Campbell alias M°Lauchlan and all others their friends,
men, tennents, assisters, and partakers, the said slaughter of the said umqule Patrik

! Another variety of misspelling ** Dougal Ciar.”
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Chapter 1V

Troubles in Moray, 1624-1634

N 1624 one of the numerous disputes among rival clans and between
Nobles and their neighbours, occasioned great trouble in the north.
In Browne’s “ History of the Highlands”? the origin is thus explained :—

“The troubles in Sutherland and Caithness had been scarcely allayed, whena
formidable insurrection broke out on the part of the Clan-Chattan against the Earl
of Moray, which occasioned considerable uproar and confusion in the Highlands.
The Clan-Chattan? had for a very long period been the faithful friends and
followers of the earls of Moray, who, in consequence, had allotted them many
valuable lands and possessions in recompense for their services in Pettie and
Strathern. The clan, in particular had been very active in revenging the death of
James Earl of Moray, who was killed at Dunibristle, upon the Marquis of Huntly ;
but his son and successor being reconciled to the family of Huntly, and . needing
no longer, as he thought, the aid of the Clan, he dispossessed them of the lands which
his predecessors had bestowed upon them. This harsh proceeding occasioned
great irritation, and, upon the death of Sir Lauchlan, their chief, who died a short
time before Whitsunday sixteen hundred and twenty-four, they resolved either to
recover the possessions of which they had been deprived, or to lay them waste.
While Sir Lauchlan lived the Clan were awed by his authority and prevented from
such an attempt, but no such impediment now standing in their way, and as their
chief, who was a mere child, could run no risk by the enterprise, they considered
the present a favourable opportunity for carrying their plan into execution.

“Accordingly a gathering of the Clan to the number of about two hundred
gentlemen and three hundred servants took place about Whitsunday, 1624. This
party was commanded by three uncles of the late chief.”

The Earl of Moray engaged a number of Perthshire Highlanders at
this time to serve .under his banner, and it is understood that they were of
the Clan Gregor.

1 ¢« History of the Highlands and of the Highland Clans,” by James Browne, Esq., LL.D.,
Advocate, Glasgow, 1843.

2 The Clan Chattan, descended from Gillichattan mor, votary of St Kattan, comprised the
Macphersons, Macintoshes, and Davidsons or Clann-Chai.—Eb.
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The following quaint co-temporary account by J. Spalding?! is in-
teresting :—

“1624. The Erll of Morray, michtellie grievit at the Clan Chattan to brak out
in sic disordour, himself being duelling in Moray, sendis schortlie, and bringis out
of Menteithe and Balquhidder, about thrie hundreth Hilandmen, armit efter thair
awin custome. Thir people with the Erll himself, cum throw Morray to Inuerniss
in battell rank. Thay stayit thair that nicht, and the Erll wes with hes good
brother the Erll of Engyie® in the Castell weill intertaynde. Thir people stayit
awhile in the Countrie vpone the Erllis gryte expenss, without seeing or seiking the
Clan Chattan, quherfoir the Erll sent thame all back agane the get thay cam.”

A note is added from Shaw’s “ Memoirs of the Family of Kilravock”:—

“Provoked by this usage, the Earl; not trusting to his vassals and tenants in
the Low Countries, against those desperate men, brought three hundred High-
landers from Monteith and Balquhidder, in the year 1623, and marched them into
Pettie, but Highlanders are too fond of ‘duchus’? to fight against those whose only
crime is to maintain it, and the MacIntoshes had withdrawn into other countries.
Wherefore after these southern Highlanders had put the Earl to great charges, and
done him no service, he dismissed them.”

Eventually the Clan Chattan submitted to the Earl of Moray, who had
been appointed the King’s Lieutenant, on condition that they should
inform against such persons as had given them protection after the
publication of his letters of interdiction. On the subject of these trans-
actions, Mr Browne in his “History of the Highlanders” makes the
following remarks :—

“Some idea of the iniquity of the administration of the laws at this time may
be formed, when it is considered that the enormous fines imposed in the present
instance, went into the pockets of the chief judge, the Earl of Moray himself, as
similar mulcts had previously gone into those of the Earl of Argyle in his crusade
against the unfortunate Clan Gregor! This legal robbery, however, does not
appear to have enriched the houses of Argyle and Moray for Sir Robert Gordon
observes, that ‘these fynes did not much advantage either of these two Earles.’”

From the “Chartulary ” :—

1630. Regarding the ClanGregor in this year, Sir Robert Gordon remarks

1 From ‘“ Memorialls of the Trubles in Scotland and in England, A.D. 1624,” written by John
Spalding, A.D. 1645, 2 vols., Aberdeen, printed for the Spalding Club, 1830.

2 Eldest son of George, first Marquis of Huntly.

3 Usually spelt *‘ Duchas,” from the Gaelic *‘ Duthchas,” native country.—ED,
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in his “ History of the Earldom of Sutherland ” ¢ that notwithstanding the severities
to which they were exposed they were now almost as strong as ever.”

“1630. May 21. Gregour MacGregour of that Ilk ! called Laird of MacGregour,
Margaret Sinclair his spouse, and several others, mostly if not all M°Gregors, had
made an inroad into Crichton of Frendraught’s lands, and plundered them.
Frendraught was then at feud with the relatives of the deceased William Gordon
of Rothiemay, whom he or his party had mortally wounded on the 1st January,
and for whose slaughter, though armed with fire and sword, he was by the award
of the Marquis of Huntly, Arbitrator in the affair, obliged to pay to the widow
50,000 merks compensation. The Gordons repeatedly pillaged Frendraught's
estates, and obliged him to seek personal safety in Edinburgh, where he resided
some time. Numbers of ClanCameron, ClanGregor, and others had taken part
with Gordon of Park and others, friends of the late Rothiemay. The Gordons
now afforded settlements to some of the ClanGregor whose descendants are still in
that quarter. Glenstray had as appears, obtained lands in Strathavon, Frendraught
had taken out lawburrows ? against him before as Principal 21st Sep. 16311 when
Gregor M°Gregour of that [k presently dwelling in Dalnabo and Mr John Murray,
Tutor of Strowane, probably his Cousin-german, as his surety gave a bond of
¢ Lawborries’ to Frendraught.”

1632. The Clan of the Grants had been for some years troubled by a
deadly feud amongst themselves. James Grant of the Carron family con-
nected with the Grants of Glenmorriston had slain one of the Grants of
Ballindalloch, who had attacked his brother. Ballindalloch having refused
any submission short of the life of James Grant, the latter became a kind
of free lance and associated to himself a number of desperate men.
Eventually in 1630 he was captured and imprisoned in Edinburgh, but
on the 15th of October 1632 he effected his escape from the Castle and
fled to Ireland, soon returning to the North, where he kept in hiding,
till becoming bolder he appeared openly in Strathdon and on Speyside.
The account of his farther career may be given by again quoting from
Spalding.

“ His wyf, James Grant’s, being greyte with child took in ane littil hous in the
toun of Carroun, perteining to the aire of hir husbandis lait slane brother sone,

mynding thair to remane quhill scho war delivar, and to whome hir husband wold
vsuallie cum and go without ony feir. Bot being espyit by his enemeis thay avait

1 See p. 14.
% Letters of protection to person or property under the Signet.—ED,
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upon him, to wit sum of the forbidden name of M°Grigour ; brocht in the countrie
by young Ballindallache aganis the said James Grant ; and wes about 14 lymmaris
in company with ane cruell bloodie tyirant to thair Capitane callit Patrik Ger or
M¢Grigour. Thir people waitis on whill thay saw him with his bastard sone, and
ane man onlie cum quyetlie to his wyfis houss, and seeing him so few in company,
thay follouit haistelly, being under cloud and silens of nicht, lap about the houss,
and tryit to fir the samen. James Grant, heiring the noyss and seeing him so
ombeset that he wes nother abill to keip that litle houss, nor yit to wyn away,
resoluit to keip the dur the' other tua alss long as thay micht, and shot out arrowis
at tua wyndois, that few did venter to cum neir the dur except thair capitane cam
feirslie forduard to persew the dur, quhilk the said James Grant perceiving and
knowing him weill, quiklie bendis ane hagbut, and schootis him throw both thies,
and to the ground fallis he. His men leavis the persute and loupis about to lift him
wp agane. Bot as thay ar at this work, the said James Grant with the other tua
loupis fra the houss and fleis, leaving his wyf behind him. Bot he is sharplie
follouit and many arrowis wes schot at him, yit he wan away saiflie to ane Bog neir
hand by with his tua men. This Patrik Ger deit of this schot within a schort
whyll, a nottabill theif, robber and briganner, oppressing the countrie people quhair
ever they cam, and thairfor thay rejoisit at his death, to be quyte of sic ane lymmar
and praisit the said James Grant for cutting him of.”

In the traditional account of the Family of Roro, in the Collections of
the late Lieutenant Alexander MacGregor, Innerhaddon, this occurrence
is thus noted :—

“In the year 1633 Roro, sent Patrick, two-named Para Gearr, Captain of a
party to assist John Grant, younger of Ballindalloch against James Grant of Carron,
where a skirmish took place, in which Para Gearr received a wound in both his
thighs, of which he died, and James Grant made his escape.”

Innerhaddon’s MS. referring to this incursion of the ClanGregor and
others to assist the friends of the late Gordon of Rothiemay, continues :—

“In consequence of this friendly service rendered to the Gordons, they pre-
vailed on two of the sons of Roro, and other leaders of the ClanGregor to settle on
their Estate. The descendants of these gentlemen are still in that part of the
country, of whom are Sir James MacGregor, Director-General of the Medical
Department in London, Colonel George MacGregor 59th Regt., the MacGregors
of Dalvorair, and Peter MacGregor, Esq., surgeon to his Majesty King George IV,
whose forefathers had considerable property in Inverness-shire, and whose names
are given in succession from the Lyon Office, Edinburgh.”

Fuller details will be given later, with the pedigree of the late Rev.
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Sir Charles MacGregor, 3rd Baronet, grandson of the above Peter
MacGregor, surgeon, of Raigmore, Inverness-shire, descended from
Gregor the second son of Gregor MacGregor of Roro (apparently VIIL
in the Roro pedigree), by his second wife, Janet, daughter of Cameron of
Letterfinlay, the said Gregor, or George, first of this branch died in 1642.

From the “Chartulary ” :(—

“1633. June 28. Abstract of the Act of Parliament anent ClanGregour.! The -
preamble complains of the ClanGregour as having *of late broken forth again
to the oppression of his Majesty’s good subjects who dwell in the parts to
which the Clan resorts, and especially in the Sherifdoms of Perth, Stirling and
Clakmannan, Menteith, Lennox, Angus and Mearns. Therefore for the timeous
preventing of the disorder and oppression that may fall out by the said name and
Clan of MacGregor and their followers, and for further suppressing them, the
Parliament ratifies and approves all Acts of Council and Acts of Parliament made
and granted heretofore against the said wicked and rebellious Clan of MacGregor
and further his Majesty and Estates of Parliament statute and ordain that the said
name of ClanGregour and every one of them as they come to the age of sixteen
years, shall thereafter yearly give their compeirance before the Lords of Privy
Council upon the 24 day of July or the next lawful Council day and find security
for their good behaviour and obedience in all time coming, and take to them some
other name conformably to the Act of Council already made thereanent.” This
they are enjoined to do under the same penalty as the Council were in the habit of
inflicting, of which one was death. “No minister or preacher within the borders
of the Highlands or next bordering counties thereto, Banff, Innerness or Regality
of Spynie or Elgin or Forres shall at any time hereafter baptise, or christen any
male child with the name of Gregor or MacGregor under pain of deprivation. . . .
All and whatsoever of the ClanGregor that shall happen to be within the Kingdom
on the 15. March next shall appear before the Lords of Council whereever it shall
happen to be, or the next Council day thereafter, to the effect that such of them as
have already found sureties, but whose sureties are dead, may find new surety for
their good behaviour in time coming ; and that of them as have never found surety
and shall afterwards be found masterless, having neither possessions nor calling
whereupon to live, nor will take themselves to service, they shall be apprehended
&a. Whereever his Majesties good subjects shall happen to apprehend any of the
said rebels sorning, commitiing theft, or slaughter and shall present them to the
Lords of Council, Justice General, Commissioners above specified, the doer of that
service shall have for his reward the moveable goods of the offender so taken
and presented.’ ”—Parliamentary Record.

1 Appendix B.
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Clan Ranald, Clan Lachlane, and other broken Clans, dwelling under the Laird of
MCGregour, the Laird of Glengarrie, &°.”

Spalding :—* Schortlie thairefter, thair cam in to the countrie about 6oo
Hielanders of the Clangrigour, Clan Chamaron, and utheris all footmen, and
opinlie declairit thay had takin pairt with Adam Gordon of Park, Johnne Gordone
of Innermarkie and vthers the friendis of the lait brynt laird of Rothiemay, and
wold sie the samen revengit.”

The allusion to the “lait brynt laird of Rothiemay ” refers to the sad
tragedy of the burning of the old tower of Frendraught on which occasion
William Gordon of Rothiemay and John Viscount of Aboyne, the Earl of
Huntly’s eldest son, perished in the flames, and as there had been a very
serious feud with James Crichton of Frendraught, he, the owner of the
Tower, was suspected of having been the author of the fire, and for many
years constant disputes continued, in consequence of this fatal event.

From the “ Chartulary.”-

“1634. April 19. The Council issued a proclamation complaining that few
or none of the ClanGregour had appeared before them on 15. March as ordered by
the parliament and ‘loath to take that advantage of the said Clan which their
disobedience and contempt deserves’ prorogued the term of appearance to 20. July
declaring that the said Act shall stand in force against offenders.

“May 26. His Majesty wrote to the Privy Council that ‘whereas in our late
parliament halden at Edinburgh there was a complaint of divers Insolencies and
oppressions made in the hielandes It is our will and pleasure that we cause put in
execution the Acts of Parliament 1587. as lykwayis the Act of our late Parliaments
made anent the ClanGregor.

“June 11. Complaint Alexander Dunbar of Grange against Shaws, &°. John
Roy M°Gregor in Abernethy is mentioned.”—Record of Justiciary.

“June 19. Proclamation against the ClanGregour. Forasmuch as in the Parlia-
ment held at Edinburgh upon the 28. day of June last bypast It was statute and
ordained by our Sovereign Lord with advice of his Estates of Parliament that
all and whatsoever persons of the ClanGregor who should happen to be
within this Kingdom upon the 15. day of March last bypast should give thier
compeirance that day before the Lords of Privy Council and failing thereof the
next Council day thereafter following; To the intent that such of them as have
already found caution and whose cautioners are dead might find new caution for
their good behaviour in time coming and renounce their names and that such of
them as have not found caution might find caution with certification &°. And
although it was expected that these of the ClanGregour should have embraced









Chapter V
More Troubles in the North, 1635

N the former volume in the genealogical notice of MacGregor of Roro
the last of the family mentioned is Gregor MacGregor IV. of Roro, son

of Duncan III and it is also stated that this Duncan Gregor married the
daughter of the Laird of Weem. He appears to correspond with Gregor
Duncanson whose death at Roro is recorded in the Chronicle of Fortingal
as having taken place at Roro 1515.1" There seems to be no positive proof
that his wife was a Menzies but tradition is the usual guide as to these
alliances in the early days. In the Red Book of Menzies in recording the
children of Sir Robert Menzies, who lived from 1433 to 1523, a daughter?
who married the “Chief of the MacGregors” is quoted from the “Lairds
of Glenlyon,”? page 58, but that work only states that Menzies gave his
daughter to MacGregor of Roro who was a Cadet of the Clan. On
October 2, 1510, a Charter from King James IV. to Sir Robert Menzies
mentions among the properties “The Roras and Glenlyoun,”* and it
appears to have been made over by the Menzies Chief to his second son
William. There was an express stipulation, 2nd February 1518, as to the
letting of Roro docqueted “ The oblygatioun that Rorow sall nocht be set
to the Campbells na Scheyff of Clan Gregor.” “We William Menzies and
Janet Campbell my spouse binds and oblissis vs, and: the langer levand of
vs twa to ane honorable man Schir Robert Menzies of that Ilk Knycht
that we sal gif na takkis nor set in assedatioun the tuelf merkis land of
Rorowis, with the pertinentis, liend in the Barony of Menzies ans
Schirefdom of Perth quhilkis we haif of the said Robert, to nane berand
surname of Campbell, nor to the Cheif of ClanGregor vndir pane of one

1 Vol. i., page 60.
2 By D. P. Menzies, Esq., F.S.A. Scot., 1894, page 161.

3 By Duncan Campbell, Esq.
¢ «“Red and White Book of Menzies,” pages 160-65.
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hundreth pundis to be payt to the said Robert for costis, scathis, and
expenses.”

But in point of fact Roro or a part of it was held by the original family
for another hundred years.

In the MS. account by Lieutenant Alexander MacGregor in Inner-
haddon! an error occurs which has been followed in the “Lairds of Glen-
lyon.” Innerhaddon says:—

V. Gregor MacGregor of Roro who married a daughter of Sir Colin Campbell
of Glenurchy by Lady Catherine Ruthven. According to tradition he was betrayed
by his Father-in-Law who took advantage of the permission he had received from
the Privy Council against the Macgregors, and had him beheaded on the stump of
an old tree between Taymouth and Kenmore. The song composed by his Widow
on this mournful occasion will be found in Turner’s Collection of Gaelic Songs.
He was the immediate progenitor of the Balhaldie family.”

Here there is a confusion as to individuals which can be shown. We
know that Duncan MacGregor Ladosach and his son Gregor were
decapitated by Colin Campbell of Glenurquhay and others, June 1552.2
Also that April 1570 “Gregor of Glenstra was heddit at Belloch,” 2 and in
Vol. 1. the probability has been discussed that the well known lament for
Grigor MacGregor, “ Cumha Ghriogair MhicGriogair,” refers to this last
MacGregor who is known to have married a daughter of Campbell of
Glenlyon* It is also currently believed that the other beautiful song
“ MacGregor of Roro” was composed after the executions following
Glenfruin in 1603.5

1554. January 26. Mention is made of “Death of Ewine
M¢Condoquhy V°Gregor of Roro at Crythgarff in Parish of Fortingal.”
He is previously mentioned as Ewine M°Donachie V°Gregour de Roro,
June 1552, he having slain—Gregor—a clerk. The following year we
have this entry 1556, “ Death of Mariota Barre wife of quondam Gregor
Duncanson of Roro and afterwards wife of MCAllexander V¢James.”"

1 MS. collection of biographical notes by late Lt. Alex*. MacGregor, Royal East Middlesex
Reg. of Militia, residing on Innerhaddon.

2 Vol. i., p. 64, ¢ Chronicles of Fortingal.” #Vol. i., p. 66, ¢ Chronicles of Fortingal,”
4 Vol. i., pp. 158 and 160. ®Vol. i., Appendix E,
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Families of the Clan in Letter to Sir John Murray of Tullibardine in
which list he heads the three names for “ The gang and Hous of Roro,”
and finally in the list of Executions 1604 after Glenfruin. It is evident
that Gregor followed and supported Glenstray on every occasion. If it is
correct that Gregor married a second time, the Lament must have been
composed by Janet M°Martin, or at least ascribed to her.

VIII. Duncan MacGregor in Roro. Innerhaddon notes regarding him “ Who
sold his property and granted a renunciation of the Lands of Roro in favour of
Duncan Menzies of Comrie Feb. 24, 1613, but Menzies having died without filling
his engagement, MacGregor entered into an agreement with his son Alexander
Menzies of Comrie and granted a second renunciation dated April 24, 1633, on
which day Duncan MacGregor took a wadset of the Mains of Roro from the said
Alexander Menzies as security for 41000 Scots being the balance due to him for
his property at that date as stated in the Records of the Register Office.

A copy of the actual Deeds here follows.

From the “ Chartulary ”:—

“1633. April z5. Renunciation of the Lands of Roro. in Glenlyon by Duncan
Gordoun alias MacGregor in Cambsericht to Alexander Menzies of Comries dated
at Balloch 25. April 1633. and referring to a former renunciation by the said
Alexander to the said Duncan for £ 1000 Scots of same date, and also to a former
renunciation of the said Lands to Duncan Menzies of Comries, father of the said
Alexander, dated 24 Feb. 1613.

“1633,the 11 June at Edinburgh the Renunciation underwritten was produced
by Andrew Darling writer of Edinburgh and registrated in the Book of General
Register of Session appointed for the Registration of Saisings, Reversions, and
other writs in the 36th Book thereof and in the leafs following conform to the Act
of Parliament made thereanent in anno 1617, whereof the tenour follows :—

¢« ¢Be it known to all men by these present letters Me Duncane Gordon alias
MacGregor in Cambsericht forsomuch as Alexander Menzies of Comries by his
hand and obligation subscribed with his hand the day and date of these presents
is bound and obliged to content and pay to me and others specified in the said
band upon the provisions, and conditions at length specified and contained
therein, all and haill the sum of one thousand pounds money good usual of this
realm as principal, together with the sum of one hundred pounds as for the annual
of the samen yearly so long as the said principal sum remains unpaid together with
the sum of two hundred merks money of liquidated expenses as the said band and
obligation more fully purports, and also for other pleasures, gratitudes and good
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deeds done by the said Alexander Menzies to me before and at the time of the
making hereof, Therefore Witt ye me to have disponed, transferred, freely re-
nounced, quytclamit and overgiven. Like as I by these presents dispone, transfer,
freely renounce, quit claim and over give from me, my heirs and assignees and
successors, kin and friends, claim and kindness and right from me or any preced-
ing or succeeding me to the possession of the Lands of Roro all right, title, interest,
claim of right, kindness, property, possession, occupation, setting and using of the
said lands of Roro with the pertinents by and in the centre of Glenlyoun and
Sherrifdom of Perth, In and to the person of the said Alexander Menzies, his heirs,
executors and successors my only cessioners and assignees thereto. And grant
and confess myself lawfully removed from the same and that the said Alexander’s
possession thereof is lawful and never shall be called nor pursued by me nor my
heirs nor by any others whom I may stop or let directly by way of ejection,
spuilzie, wrongous intrusion, or any other manner of way in any time hereafter,
sumand and transferring the same from me and my said heirs and all others whom
1 may stop or let as said is in the person of the said Alexander Menzies and his
foresaids together with all right, title, interest, claim, kindness, property or pos-
session, petitor heritable or possessor which I my predecessors or successors had to
the samen Lands with the pertinents in any time hereafter Surrogattand and
substitand them in me and my said heirs our full right and place of the samen for
ever. With power to the said Alexander Menzies and his foresaids to use, let or
occupy the samen lands as his own proper Lands and heritage in time coming at
his pleasure. And for the said Alexander Menzies better security I by these
presents, faithfully bind and oblige me and my heirs to renew this present dis-
position, Renunciation and transaction or whatsoever right I can make of the
foresaid lands of Roro so oft as needs be, ay and untill the said Alexander find
himself sure in the premises keepand always the substance abovewritten and now
as then and then as now, binds and obliges me and my heirs to warrant these
presents from the facts and deeds of me my said heirs or any others whom I may
stop or lett directly or indirectly in time coming under the pain of perjury and
infamy Like as I oblige me and my heirs to ratify and approve this renunciation in
the haill heids, clauses, articles and condition abovewritten as oft as we shall be
required thereto by the said Alexander Menzies and his foresaids and for the more
security I am content and consent that ¢this presentis’ be inserted and registrated
in the Books of Council and Session to have the strength of a Decreet of the Lords
thereof interponed thereto, with all letters and executionals necessary to pass there-
on, and the horning to be on a simple charge of six days only, and for that effect
constitutes . . . . . 5 . . . . . ;
lawful prors, &c. In witness whereof written by Walter Dalgleish, Notar Public, I
have subscribed these presents with my hand at Balloch the 25 day of April 1633.
G
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before these witnesses Mungo Campbell fear of Laweris, Archibald Campbell
brother german to Sir James Campbell of Laweris Knight, Thomas Mackie and
Donald Stalker servitors to Sir Coline Campbell of Glenurquhy Knight and further
1 the said Duncan Gourdoun declare hereby that these presents shall nowise be
hurtful nor derogative to a former renunciation granted by me to umqle Duncan
Menzies of Comrie and his heirs of the date 24. February 1613. But‘rather in
corrobation of the samen which I have subscribed before'the forenamed witnesses
sic sub* Duncan Gordoun alias MacGregor above named with my hand at the pen
led by the notaries undersubscryvand at my command because I cannot write my-
self. Ita est Walterius Dalgleishe notarius publicus de mandato“dicti Duncani
Gordoune alias MacGregor scribere nesscien ut asserint teste manu mea. Ita- est
Joannes Balvaird connotarius premisso etiam scribere de mandato dicti Duncani
Gourdoune alias MacGregor scribere ut asseruit nescien. Test manu mea M.
Campbell witness, Donald Stalker witness, Thomas Mackie witness.”—Register of
Sasines.

Innerhaddon continues :—

“This Duncan occasionally resided in Camuserrochd, it was during his lifetime
in 1624 that the Earl of Moray brought three hundred of the ClanGregor com-
manded by Roro’s son and MacGregor in Glengyle, from Menteith and Balquidder
against the ClanChattan in order to protect his property in Morayshire from the
depredations of that lawless Clan. Terrified by their appearance the ClanChattan
yielded to the noble’s proposals, and assured him that they would always be ready
to join their good friends the MacGregors in protecting his Lordship’s person and
property. Glengyle’s conduct on this occasion gave so much satisfaction to the
Earl that he granted him a farm at the Bridge of Turk in Perthshire as reward for
his services, which still remains in the possession of the family of Glengyle.”

In 1629, in a conference to determine what satisfaction Lenie and
others should give to the children of Patrick and Callum Aulich slain in a
skirmish at Leny, the name appears of Duncan M°Gregor in Rora? for
himself and taking burden on him for John Dow M°Gregor his brother.

In 1639, May 31, in an action of Horning Duncan M°Gregour Roray
and his brother Johne Dow M°Gregor are defendants.

It has been mentioned above that Roro’s son joined’ the Earl of
Moray in 1624, and it seems probable that Duncan of Roro’s brother
John Dow may have been identical with the Father of Para, or Patrick,

1 Page 30.
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Gearr.  Patrick Gilleroy had however also a brother John Dow; was
Gilderoy also a brother of Duncan of Roro?

From Innerhaddon :—

“In_Feb. 1633 Gilderoy, in attempting to avenge Para Gearr’s death.l was
apprehended by the Forbesses of Corse in July following where he was tried. In
August, John-Dhu-Gearr father of Para Gearr took arms against the Forbesses
and in an action at Yarmoth, Speyside, in the month of Nov. following, was shot by
Alexander Anderson, and only twentyfour of his followers escaped.

“In October 1634 about 600 Highlanders of the Clan of MacGregor, Clan
Cameron, and others, openly declared their intention to take part with Adam
Gordon of Park, John Gordon of Invermarkie and others, the friends of the lately
burnt Laird of Rothiemay, and to revenge his death on Frendraught who they
believed set his house on fire on purpose to destroy Lord Aboyne and John
Gordon of Rothiemay in the month of October 1630. In consequence of this
friendly service rendered to the Gordons, they prevailed on two of the sons of Roro
and other leaders of the ClanGregor to settle on their estate. The descendants
of these gentlemen are still in that part of the country, of whom are Sir James
M°Gregor, &°.”

From the “Chartulary.”

“1635. January 13. Charges against informers anent disorders in the north.
In the list of those summoned before the Lords of Council ¢ Gregour M°Gregour and
Patrik his brother’ not compeirand denounced rebels &a.”—Record of Secret
Council, Acta.

“Jan, 26. at Edinburgh.

“ Anent the supplication presented to the Lords of Secret Council by Johne
Murray alias M‘Gregour of Glenstrae making mention That whereas for obedience
of the said Lords their ordinance he came to this burgh upon the 11. of January
instant 2 where he has remained since attending the said Lords their will and
pleasure towards him and now it is of truth that his wife and bairns are presently
sick of a fever and have directed a post to him to come and visit them which journey
if the supplicant had licence he would undertake and also bring and present with

“him his brother Patrik at such a day as they shall prescribe Humblie desiring
therefore said Lords to grant unto the supplicant licence to go home Like at
more length is contained in the said supplication which being read heard and
considered by the said Lords and they advised therewith the Lords of Secret
Council give and grant liberty and licence to the said supplicant to pass home to
his own house and to visit his wife and children he acting himself for his own
‘compeirance and for exhibiting his brother Patrik upon the 17. March next under
the pain of 5000 merks.”—Record of Secret Council, Acta.

! Page 39. 2 Brief mention of this has been made at page 135.
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“March 19. M°Gregours Act.

““The which day in presence of the Secret Council compeired personally Johne
Murrey alias M°Gregour of Glenstrae for obedience of the Act whereby he was
obliged to appear himself and exhibit his brother Patrick this day And he pro-
duced a testimonial under the hand of the minister of Comrie and others bearing
that his brother was heavily diseased of a fever which testimonial the said Lords
find insufficient in regard the same is not made upon soul and conscicnce And
therefore the said Lords ordain the said Johne to act himself to compeir personally
and exhibit his brother Patrick before the said Lords upon the first Council day of
June next and that the said Johne shall answer to any complaint to be made against
him by the Earl of Rothes under the pain of 1000 merks In obedience of which
ordinance the said Johne being personally present acted himself to the effect fore-
said And ;declared that he was contented presently to assign the sum of 1000
merks addebted by Sir Robert Spotswood president of the College of Justice to
him and to make the same liable and furthcoming Likeas he presently assigns the
said sum to the effect foresaid. in case of his failing and nonperformance of the
premises.”—Record of Secret Council, Acta.

Spalding :—

& 1635. Vpone the tent of Marche, the ClanGrigour took ane Donald
Cuming in Glenraness who wes with James Grant at the slauchter of Patrick
Ger. And in the same place quhair he wes schot thay cruellie slew him with
durkis. They also vpone the 18th of Merche slew Fyndlay M°Grimmon ane
follouer of Carroun’s and who wes the instrument of his death, for. Carroun
manteyned him aganis Ballindalloche as wes said, and he, weill worthie of deith,
as a gryt Lymmer wes thus cut oft.2

“Thir lawless M°Grigour, wnder cullour of seiking James Grant opprest
the countrie up and down, sorning and taking their meit without punitioun
quhairever thay went.

“The MC°Grigour oppressis the landis of Balveny. The Laird sendis for ane
commission and in Aprile he sendis out his eldest sone with ane company, who
chassit thame, and put thame all to flight, quhilk the ClanGregor forgat not as ye
sall heir.” ‘

“Ye heir how the M°Gregour wes cheasit be the young laird of Balveny for the
quhilk thay cam to the toun and landis of Avach perteining to him, and violently
took and callit away, fra thrie pure tennantis occupearis thairof, thalr haill horss,
nolt, scheip, ky and vther goodis ; and sic bestis as wold not call thay cruellie killit,
and left thame behind lying on the ground, quhilk Balveny could never get repairit.”

1 ¢ 1635. 17th March. John Dow M°Gregour, Patrick Roy M“Gregour with the M¢Instalkers
slew Finlay M°Grimmon and sent in his Liead.”—Privy Council Records,
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brother Johne Murrey with him under the pain of 10,000 merks.”—Record of
Secret Council.

“July 28. The which day in presence of the Lords of Secret Council com-
peired personally Sir Johne Grant of Freuchie and became acted and obliged as
cautioner and surety for Johne Murrey of Glenstrae and Patrik Murrey his brother
that they shall compeir personally before the said Lords upon Thursday next under
the pain of 5000 merks.”—Record of Secret Council.

“July 30. The which day Johne Murrey alias M‘Gregour

Patrik Murrey his brother

Rannald M°Rannald younger of thet Ilk

Angus Cameroun tutor of Glenneneis

Allane M®anduy of Lochyell

Johne Cameroun his son and :

Allaster M*Donnald of Glencoe
were committed to ward within the tolbooth of Edinburgh till they ﬁnd caution for
observing of the Acts of Parliament conform to the General Band and the said
Lords declare them free of all arrestments during their remaining in the said ward
for this cause.”—Record of Secret Council.

“July. “Item to Johnne Roy servitor to the laird of Ballindalloch for bringing
in of Finlay M°Grimmon his head as his acquittance producit vpon compt beiris
1xiji vjs viijd.’ "—Lord High Treasurer’s Books.

“ August 7. Proclamation against the ClanGregour.—Similar preamble to that
of 19. June 1634. New prorogation to the 1. Dec. next ‘ To the intent they may
be inexecusable if now they shall any longer contemn this favour Certifying all and
sundry persons of the said Clan who shall not precisely keep the said diet that they
shall not only be denounced rebels and put to the horn but with that they shall be
pursued with fire and sword as rebels and traitors. to God and man with all rigour
and extremity.”—Record of Secret Council, Acta.

“August. Item to George West Messenger passing from Edinburgh with
letters to charge the Constable of Dundie the Lairds of Powrie Fothringham, Edzell,
mylord Ogilvie and the haill name of ClanGregour at the market Crosses of
Dundie, Perth, Dunkeld and Cowpar in Angus to compeir to answer for their men-
tenants and servants in manner and to the effect foresaid—.£14, 10s.

“Item to Robert Glen messenger passing with letters to charge Archibald Lord
Lorne Walter M°Caulay of Ardmcaplll and Sheriff of Bute to compeir before the
Council to the effect foresaid and  with letters to denounce the name of Clan
Gregour, Walter M°Farlane and the Laird of Buchannan younger for not finding
caution for their kin and friends— 414, 10s.

“The Earl of Perth and Laird of Glenurchie to answer for their tenants.

“1635. November 4. Letters of intercommoning against M°Gregors. Foras-
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much as Gilroy M°Gregour, Johne Dow M°Gregour his brother and
M¢instalker M°Gregour common and notorious thieves, being wearied with the
peace and quietness which of late years under his Majesty’s blessed government
was established in the Highlands of this kingdom and preferring the wicked and
thievish trade of their infamous predecessors to the obedience of the law and to
all good order and honesty they have broken loose and associated unto themselves
a lawless byke of infamous and thievish limmers with whom they go ravaging athort
the country and in all places where they may be master they sorn upon his
Majesty’s good subjects taking from them all and everything that comes nearest
to their hands and where they find any opposition or resistance they threaten his
Majesty’s subjects with all kinds of extremity and sometimes with death and
whereas the reset, supply and connivance given to these limmers encourages them
to continue in their thievish doings and to sorn and oppress his Majesty’s good
subjects at their pleasure whereas if the Landlords and Bailies of the bounds where
they haunt, did their duties and diligence in the pursuit, following and hunting of
these mischants they neither durst nor would presume to run loose as they have
done. Therefore the Lords of Secret Council have resolved and concluded to
call these resetters, connivers and suppliers to their answer and after trial to censure
and punish them accordingly And for this effect ordain letters to be directed to
command, charge and inhibit all and sundry his Majesty’s lieges and subjects by
open proclamation-at all places needful that none of them presume nor take upon
hand to resett, supply nor have intelligence by word or writ with the said persons
nor their infamous accomplices nor to furnish them meat, drink nor harborie, nor
any other thing comfortable unto them, but to raise the fray, hunt, shout, follow
and pursue them with fire and sword as thieves and traitors to God, their king and
country ay and until they be apprehended and exhibited to their trial Certifying
them that shall do the contrary that they shall be called pursued and exemplarily
punished to the terror of others.”—Record of Secret Council, Acta.

“December 1. ‘Denunce the ClanGregour.” Preamble narrates the Acts of
Parliament 1633 as on 19. June 1634 and 7th August 1635 and the different
prorogations ‘ Qlks being callit and nane of the name of M°Gregour compeirand
the Lords of Secreit Counsall ordains lettres to be directed, charging officers of
armes to pas to the mercat croces of Perth, Dunkelden, Cowper in Angus, Stirline
Tilliclay in Downe of Menteith, Dumbartane and other places needful and there
be opin proclamatioun to denunce the said haill surname of M°Gregour our
souerane Lords rebells and putt them to the horne and to escheit.”—Record of
Secret .Council, Acta.
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the gaelic tongue, and interpreted to the jury by James Stewart of Ardvoirlich.
They were all sentenced to be hanged, but a certain distinction was conferred on
Gilroy and John Forbes who were ordered to be ‘hangit vpone ane gibbet quhill
they be deid, quhilk gibbet sall be advancit ane grit degrie heicher nor the gibbet
quhair upone the rest sall suffer.’”

In the modern appendix to Spalding reference is made to the trial of Gilderoy
and his “ Complices ” :-—

“Gilderoy, or as the word may be translated ‘the red lad’ has been celebrated
in the plaintive ballad which takes its name from the hero of it; but notwith-
standing the romance which is thus thrown about him, he appears to have been
a mere robber and cattle lifter. A wonderful account of his adventures is given in
the ‘Lives and Exploits of English Highwaymen, Pirates and Robbers,” by Captain
Charles Johnson, London 1842.” .

With reference to * Gilderoy ” Mr Hill Burton writes in his History of Scotland,
alluding to the general indignation against the Crichtons after the “Burning of
Frendraught” :—

“A field of prey so inviting tempted the MacGregors from the far off banks of
Loch Katrine and they appeared under their leader Gilderoy, a robber Chief of
European celebrity.”

with the following footnote :—

“ Gilderoy ? figures in the English biographies of highwaymen and robbers by
Capt. Brown, Alexander Smith and others. The outlaw chief who with his army
of reivers would devastate a province is there reduced to the model of the Dick
Turpins, Tom Kings and other heroes of the English roads”

“Gilderoy, after defying the power of the Crown and of his enemies was hanged
in 1636, the seizure was one of the feats of the great Argyle himself, and was
deemed worthy of public thanks as a national service.” !

“1636. 7th July. At Edinburgh. ‘Forsameikle as Archibald Lord Lorne,
heritable justiciar of the South and North Ylleis, and of the Shrefdome of Argyle,
out of the zeal and affectioun to his Maiester’s service and peace of the cuntrey,
hes carefully bestirred, and now in end successfully takin the arch rebell, Patrick
M¢Gregour alias Gilroy, with some of his complices be quhome his Maiesteis guid
subiectis in the hielandis and north pairtis of this kingdome hes bene this lang
tyme bygane heavilie infested in thair persones and guides, which being ane service
considerable, and quhilk in the consequence thairof will greitlie conduce to the
peace and quyet of the countrey, thairfore the Lordis of secreit counsall findis and

! History of Scotland, vol. vi. page 520,
? The well-known Scottish ballad of Gilderoy in Pinkerton’s Collection is given in the

appendix, C.
H
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declares that the said Lord Lorne hes behaved himself as ane generous and
loyall subject, and that he heas done guid, reall and acceptable service to his
Maiestie and the estait, and accordinglie approves the said Lord of Lorne, his haill
proceedingis in this matter, ordaining remonstrance to be made to his Maiestie of
the said service and merit of the same : Lykas, the saidis lordis declaires that the
said Lord of Lorne his taking of the said Gilroy and his complices within the
boundis of his justiciarie, and exhibitioun of thame befoir his Maiesties counsall
heir, to underly thair tryell and puneischment, sall at na tyme be obtrudet agains
the said Lord Lorne, nor sall impoirt ony preiudice or derogatioune to the right
and priviledge of the said Lord Lorne his justiciarie, bot that the same sall stand in
full force, unpreiudget or impaired be the exhibitioun foresaid ; for quhilk purpose
and for preservatioun of the liberteis of his office, ordanis the Lord Lorne to sit
with and be assessor to his Maiesteis justice and his deputis in the trying and
censureing of the said Gilroy and such of his complices as ar apprehendit be the
said Lord Lorne.’ .

From the “ Chartulary ” ;:—

“1636. Eight of the followers of the Gilroys were brought to Edinburgh,
They had been taken by the Stewarts of Atholl. Seven of them together were
hanged ‘and beheaded at the cross and their heads set up in examplary places.’
The Gilroys in retaliation burnt some houses of the Stewarts.

“March 8. Royal Commission against ‘ Shaw, Forbes ’ and others followers of
Gilroy M°Gregour were lodged in the Tolbooth of Aberdein.

“March 11.  One of the assyse on the trial of John Dow erenoch MPhaill alias
Camerone for sheep stealing is Patrik Roy M°Gregour alias Murray.”—Records,
High Court of Justiciary.

“March 15. Forasmuch as it is understood to the lords of Privy Council—
that Sir William Forbes of Craigivar has lately taken and apprehended Patrik Glas
M*¢Gregour

Neill M¢Phatrik,

Duncane Roy Dick M°Gregour

Johne M°Gregour.

Johne Vssan! M“Gregour

Johne Dow Grant .
all followers and complices of the rebell Patrik M°Gregour called Gilderoy together
also with one Johne Pillour and Thomas Cleriche two guides and spies unto the

1 Hutcheon (?)
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notorious thieves and limmers have of late associated unto themselves an infamous
byke of other insolent and lawless thieves and all concurring together, in a
rebellious and treasonable society, they go in troops and companies athort the
country not only in the highlands but very oft in the lowlands where they commit
cruel and detestable murders slaughters stouthreifs ravishing and forcing of women
and all kind of impiety upon his Majesty’s peaceable and good subjects highly to
his Majesty’s contempt, disgrace of his Majesty’s government and scandal and
reproach of the country, that such handfuls of miscreants and unworthy mischeants
should be suffered so long to run loose without controlment, and therefore the
Lords of Secret Council till some farther course and order be taken, for reducing
them to obedience, have promised and by the tenor hereof promitts and faithfully
promises that whatsoever person or persons will take the said Johne Dow Gair and
Gilroy M°Gregours and bring and present them quick to the said Lords and failing
thereof, their heads That every such person or persons shall have a thousand
pounds scotch money deliverd to them in present and thankful payment for each
of the said Gilroy and Johne Dow Gair, and whoever will present any of their
accomplices and followers and exhibit them they being alive or their heads, shall
have for their pains and travels a hundred or two hundred pounds and farther at
the discretion of the said Lords. And whereas in the execution of the commission
granted by the said Lords to some noblemen barons and gentlemen nominated
therein for pursuit of these rebellious thieves and limmers the said commissioners
will be sometimes constrained to employ persons not altogether answerable and
obedient to law and justice, and the said Lords being willing if these persons shall
do any worthy and memorable service that they shall have some taste of his
Majesty’s favour for their pains, Therefore the said Lords promise and declare
that if any person or persons will bring in a more notorious and powerful limmer
than himself and will find caution for his good behaviour in time coming. That
every such person or persons shall have his Majesty’s gracious favour and pardon
for all their bygone offences and shall be otherwise acknowledged at the discretion
of his Majesty’s Council. And ordain Letters of publication to be directed here-
upon as effeirs.”—Record of Secret Council, Acta.
“March 31.

Alexander M°Gregour in Bamarrele.

Gregor M°Gregour his brother in Kinabrok under
M*Gregour feuar thereof under Earl of Mar
Gregor Mfeanduy in Strathaven in Achaakyle.
Aleaander Roy M‘Gregour his brother.
Donald M°Grégour in Glenrinnes ;
Donald M°Gregour at Auchtie in Brae Murray.
Johne Beg M°Gregour.”—Record of Secret Council.
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“1636. March 31. At Edinburgh. Commission against the Resetters of
Gilroy.

“ Forasmuch as albeit the reset, supply, and intercommoning with Patrik Gilroy
MCGregour and Johne Dow Gair M°Gregour two common and notorious thieves
and limmers and of their rebellious accomplices has been very straitly prohibited
and discharged by divers acts and proclamations made and published heretofore.
Notwithstanding it is of truth that the persons underwritten They are to say—&a.
Commissioners appointed to try the resetters * with power likewise to them to
search, seek, take and apprehend the said Patrik Gilroy M°Gregour and Johne
Dow Gair M°Gregour and such as shall be actually in company with them where-
ever they may be apprehended and to put them in sure firmance and captivity It
shall be lawful to the said Commissioners conjunctly and severally or any whom
they shall employ to take and apprehend the saids Johne Dow M“Gregours or any
of their rebellious accomplices, resetters, or whovres as said is.”—Record of Secret
Council, Acta.

“April 1. The which day the missive letter underwritten signed by
the King’s Majesty and directed to the Lords of Privy Council was pre-
sented to the said Lords and read in audience of the quhilk the tenour
follows :—

“‘Charles R. Right Reverend father in God, Right trustie and weilbelouit Cousines
and Counsellors We greit you weill Whereas humble sute hath beene made to us
for enlarging Gregour and Patrik Murreyes frome prison where they wer committed
for not taking burdein for the whole name of M°Gregour representing that they
have nather lands nor possessiones in that our kingdom nor that any of that name
hold anie lands of thame and by act of Parliament being prohibited to be callit by
that name they have taken upon thame the name of Morray; It is our pleasure
that upon the signing of the General band for thameselffis and finding caution for
thair owne good behaviour and appearance before you at the time prefixed by the
said band or at what time soever you sall call for thame you give warrant to release
thame from prison to goe about thair lawful affaires for which these presents shall
be our warrand We bid you farewell from our Court at Whitehall 9. March
1636 ”—Record of Secret Council, Acta.

“April 1. Commission against Stewarts &a Mention is made of Donald
Mc°Gregour sone to Duncane MCSRobert vicoul viceane MSGregour vagabond,
Duncan MacGregour vagabound, brother to Duncane M°Gregour V°condochie
vagabound, denounced rebells.”—MS. Advocates’ Library, Edinburgh.

“April 1. John Forbes of Borgs D.D. and Sir William Forbes of Craigievar
employed some gentlemen of the name of Stewart in Athole against Gilroy and
others at a premium of 2000 merks.”—Record of Secret Council.

“April 5. In the Court of Justiciary held in the Judgement Hall of
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Edinburgh by Messieurs Alexander Colvill and James Robertoun Justiciary deputes
of our Sovereign Lord the King. Entered.
Patrik Glas
Neill M¢phadrick
John Dow Grant alias Grandour
John Pillour
Duncane Roy M°Gregour
John M°®Dermet
Thomas Cleiriche in Glentarvie
convict and hangit.
John McGilliechonell banished.
Dilaitit of the crimes specified in their - dittays respective and particularly
“following viz the said Patrik Glas and Neill M°phadrik for art and part and being
in company of Patrik Gilroy M°Gregour a notorious rebel, sorner and oppressor
declared fugitive for divers heinous crimes of theft, sorning and masterful oppression
committed upon divers his Majesty’s good subjects, specially for being art and part
with the said Gilroy M°Gregour and in his company at the breaking and spuilzeing
of the minister’s house at the Kirk of Birss, committed in ane Lentroun at least
since Candlemes last Item the said Patrik Glas for being in company with the said
Gilroy and art and part with him at the breaking up under night of Arthur Hay his
wife’s house about Zule last, stealing and away-taking her haill goods and plenishing
Item the said Patrik Glas for being in company with the said Gilroy and art and
part with him and his complices of the spuilzie, reiff and oppression committed
upon the Laird of Corss’s tenants about Zule last. Item the said Patrik Glas for
being in company with the said Gilroy and art and part with him, the breaking of
William Mitchell his house in Auchintoule about Saint Lawrence day in summer
last, stealing and away taking of his haill goods, geir, insicht and plenishing being
within his said house, Item the said Patrik Glas Neill M°phatrick
John Dow Grant
Duncane Roy M°Gregour
John M°Dermet and
John M°Gilliechonnell
for being in company with the said Gilroy M°Gregour and art and part with him of
the treasonable putting violent hands on the person of William Dougal of Auchin-
hove, taking and keeping captive of him, a certain space, and noways suffering him
to go free furth of their hands until he gave hand and promise to them for payment
of 200 merks of ransom for his freedom Treasonably usurping thereby his Majesty’s
Royal power and authority in taking of his Majesty’s free subjects without warrant,
power or commission. Item the said Patrik Glas for spuilzeing of certain merchants
of their packs and merchandize with certain Aquavitae and tobacco namely from
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Paul Grant in Ballindalloch’s zett

Jonet Grant widow in Bablahaglish,

Doul Buchenoch at the Brate of Pitcaise under Ballin Doull Buchan servitor
to John Grant of Kirkden

Johne M°Phadrik M¢Jokie in Tullich

Johne and Patrik M¢Jokies his sons.”—Record of Secret Council, Acta.

“1636. June 6. Gilleroy exhibited.

“The which day Archibald Lord of Lorne presented and exhibited before the
Lords of Privy Council Patrik M°Gregour called Gilleroy together with Johne Glas
M<Gregour and Gilespick MFarlane two of the said Patrik his complices, whom
the Lords ordain to be committed to ward within the tolbooth of Edinburgh and
the said Lords give commission by these presents to David Erle of Southesk
Archibald Lord of Lorne, &a, &a, or any two of them, not excluding any Counsellor
who pleases to be present, to examine the said Patrik M°Gregour and his complices
tomorrow at seven in the morning.”—Records of Secret Council, Acta.

“June 7. Directions against the resetters of James Grant and Gilleroy.

“The Lords of Secret Council ordain and command his Majesty’s Justice and
his Deputes to give order for directing of summounds against the resetters and
hounders on of James Grant and Gilleroy for their compeirance to underlie the
law for the said crime.”—Record of Secret Council, Acta.

“June g. Anent the resetters of Gilroy to be fined the third of what they
are worth. ’

“ And such of them as have no lands nor goods that the said commissioners
cause keep them in ward for such space as they think fitting and feed them upon
bread and water during that time and thereafter cause burn them in the cheek and
banish them the country And as concerning such of the said resetters as are con-
victed not only of the resett of the limmers themselves but of their stolen goods
That they cause put two of the most notorious of the said resetters to the trial of
an assize and to pronounce and cause execute the sentence of death against them
conform to the laws of the kingdom and to cause fine and punish the rest accord-
ing as is prescribed anent the resetters of the persons of the said limmers whereanent
these presents shall be to them a warrant.”—Record of Secret Council, Acta.

“June zo. Apud Edinburgh. Whereas Lord Kilpont out of his affection to
his Majesty’s service hes apprehended twa of Gilleroyes complices The Lords of
Secret Counsall ordanis the said Lord Kilpont to present and enter the saids twa
persons within the tolbooth of Edinburgh to remaine ther till they be examined
anent suche things as concerne his Majesty’s service and peace of the countrie.
And the saids lords declares that the exhibition of the saids persons sall be with-
out prejudice to the Earl of Airth, within whois bounds they ar tane, of his right
of justiciare within the same bounds.”—Records of Secret Council, Acta.






66 History of the Clan Gregor [1636

hundreth merkis for thair ransome. Item for airt and pairt with his complices of
the thiftuous steilling and away taking in sommer last 1655 yeiris, of fyftene nolt,
furth of the landis of Glenprossin, quhilk pertenit to the laird of Fintrey his
tennentis. Item for being airt and pairt, and in companie with John Dow Roy his
brother, John Grahame his half brother, and utheris thevis and soirneris, and for
breking of William Stewartis house in the Ile of Inchecalzicoth in the Lennox,
steilling and away taking furth thairof of his haill insight, plenishing, guidis, geir,
writtis and evidentis pertening to him, committit in the moneth of May last. Item
for the crewall slauchter of Chamrone, in anno 1634. yeiris. Item for
soirning with his complices thir thre yeirs bygane, throw the haill boundis of
Strathspay, Braemar, Cromar, and countreyis thairabout, oppressing the haill
commoun and puir people, violentlie taking and reifing from thame of thair meit
and drink and all provisioun, with thair haill guidis, gif he and his complices had
been resisted, and for commoun theft and resett of thift.

“ The said John Forbes being dilaittit for airt and pairt, and being the speciall
brokin man quha accumpaneit James Grant callit of Charrone, &a. °

“The said Allaster Forbes being dilaitit for being in cumpanie &a.

“The said Johnne M°Colmie, alias Stewart, being indytit for airt and pairt, and
being in cumpanie with the said Patrik Gilderoy, Patrik Glas and thair complices,
at the heirschip, reif, and oppressioun comittit by thame upone the Laird of Cors
his tennentis, steilling, reveing and away taking fra thame of thair haill guidis, geir,
insight plenising, committit a tua zeir syne or thairby. Item, for being in companie
with the said Gilroy and his rebellious associattis at the tressonable taking of
William Dougal of Auchinhove ‘and keiping thame captiues and prissoneris, him
and his servandis tha space of tua houris, nocht suffering him, and his servandis to -
go frie quhill thay promeist and gave band of tua hundreth merkis and for being
airt and pairt with Gilroy of that tressonable cryme. '

“The said Callum Forbes for being airt and pairt with the said Gilroy and his
complices of the heirschip above written, committit be thame against the tennentis
of Corss, and for being airt and pairt with thame at the tressonable taking and
ransomeieing of the said laird of Auchinhove. Item, for airt and pairt and being
in companie with umquhile Patrik Glas at the breking of the duelling house of the
minister of the Kirk of Birss, steilling and away taking of his haill guidis and geir
furth thairof. Item for airt and pairt and being in companie with the said Patrik
Gilroy, John Dow, his brother, and thair complices at the spuillzie, reiffing, and
thiftuous steilling at yule last, of the haill guidis, geir, insicht, and plenissing
pertening to Alexander Couttis in Davach in Cromar, and last for being airt and
pairt and being in companie with the said Patrik Gilroy M°Gregour and bis
complices at the breking of William Mitchellis house in Auchintoule, steilling and
away taking furth thairof his haill guidis and geir, insicht and plenissing, apparell
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and utheris pertening to him being thairintill comittit about St Lawrence Day
last.

“The saidis Johnne M°Gregour M°Eane and Allaster M¢Inneir being indytit
for airt and pairt and being in companie with the said Patrik Gilroy, in the moneth
of May last, at the thiftuous breking up of William Stewart’s hous in the Ile of
Inchcalzeoch in the Lennox, steilling and away taking of the haill guidis and geir
insicht, plennissing, airmour, writtis and utheris pertening to the said William
Stewartt than being within his said hous. Item for being in companie with the
said Patrik Gilroy, John Dow M°Gregour his brother and thair complices, and for
being airt and pairt with thame of the thiftuous steilling be away of maisterfull
thift and stouthreif, fra the tennentis of James Duik of Lennox duelland upone his
graces landis of Aber, of thair haill guidis, bestiall, and plenissing ; as also for airt
and pairt of the hurting and wounding of the saidis tennentis, awnweris of the saidis
guidis in defending thairof.

“The said Gillespik M°Farlane being indytit for being in companie with the
said Patrik Gilroy M°Gregour, that notorious and avowit rebell and manifest
oppressour dyuerse dayis and nychtis, speciallie be the space of fyve dayis and nychtis
togidder, befoir the said Gilroy his taking, expres agains the actis of parliament and
proclamatioun of his Majesty’s letters inhibeiting all maner of persones to intercom-
moun or keip companie with the said Patrik Gilroy rebill, under the pain of deid.

“ The said Ewin M°Gregour, alias Accawisch, being indytit for the thiftuous
breking of Patrik Andersones hous in Aber of Kilmarannach in Junij last, under
nycht, steilling and away taking of ane brown horse furth thairof, pertening to the
said Patrik. Item for the breking of Allaster Dow Stewart his dwelling hous in
Gartnaffarrow, steilling and away taking certane lynning clothes, with certane
cheise and uther commodities furth thairof. Item for airt and pairt of thair steilling
out of Bartie Milleris house in Junij last, under nycht, of ane pan with certane
stuff for wemenis clothes togidder with certane pasmentis, ruffis, and uther com-
modities than being within the house. Item for steilling of ane lynning web
pertening to Andro Dyn in the Roiss, in August 1635, with the said Andro his
haill abuilzementis. Item for steilling of ane plaid and certane lyning claith per-
tening to Walter Brichane, alias M®Andro in Blair, in somer last. 1635. togidder
with ane dollour and ane half of moneyis. Item fra William Kynros in Menteith
of ane plaid and ane sword committit in the moneth of Junij last. Item for
steilling of certane cheise, with ane half dollar in money fra Walter M®Andro in
anno 1635. Item for breking of Thomas Mylleris house in Arochie beg, at that
time, steilling and away taking from him of certane apparrell and silver with some
tobacco furth thairof. And last for breking of Margaret Buchannes house in
Arochiemor and steilling of certane cheise furth thairof in somer 1634. under
silence of nicht.
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Assisa—

James Stewart of Ardvorlich.

Mr Johnne Murray, tutour of Strowane.

Alexander Monteith of Ballieholecht.

Johnne Lennox of Branchogle.

Archibald Edmesoun in Duntraith.

Robert Stewart of Kilbeg.

John Grahame of Blaircesnok.

Walter M°Farlane of Gartavertane.

Archibald Davidson, merchant.

William Blitheman, flesehour.

Walter M®Farlane fiear of Arrochar.

John Knielland servand to Kilsythe.

John Byrnie, merchand, burges of Edinburgh.

John Reid Smyt, in the Cannogait.

Thomas Wilsone, saddler, burges of Edinburgh.
quhilkis persones of assyse being resauit, sworne and admittit, eftir accusatioun of
the saidis persones on pannell, of the haill crymes above written, mentionit in
thair severall dittayis, thay removet altogidder furth of court to the assyse hous
quhair thay electit and chosit be pluralitie of voittis, the said Mr John Murray
tutour of Strowane, in chanceller, thaireftir ressonit and voittit upone the severall
dittayis above writtin and the haill crymes thairin contenit, and being ryplie and at
lenth advysit thairwith, re-enterit agane in court, quhair thay all in ane voice, be
the repoirt and judiciall declaratioun of the said chancellar, fand, pronuncet, and
declaret, the haill foirnamet ten persones, upone pannell to be fylet culpable, and
convict of the severall and perticuler crymes contenit in thair dittayis in respect of
thair judiciall confessioun maid be thame thairof, be the interpretatioun and ex-
positioun of the said James Stewart of Ardvorlich, and of the said assyse, and
quha was judiciallie sworne in presence of the pannell, to be ane trew and faithfull
interpreter of thair confessiouns and declaratioun, and as concerning the puneish-
ment to be inflicted upone Allaster Forbes and Callum Forbes for thair former
crymes, for the quhilk thay ar convict in respect of thair confessioun, remittis
thair puneishment to the justice to consider of thair minoritie, quhairupone my lord
Advocat askit instrumentis and desyret dome to be pronuncet upone thair former
convictiones. For the quhilk caus, the justice, with advyce of the Lords of secreit
counsall, and of the said Archibald Lord Lorne, assessor constitute in this criminal
process, be the mouth of James Grant, dempster of court, decernit and adjudget
the saidis Patrik M°Gregour, alias Gilroy, Johnne Forbes, George Grant, John
Molcolmie, Johnne Makgregour M°Eane, Allaster M¢Inneir, and Ewin MGregour,
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alias Accawisch, to be drawin bakwardis upone ane cairt or hurle, fra the tolbuth or
wairdhous, to the mercat croce of Edinburgh, and thair to be hangit. quhill thay be
deid ; and that the said Patrik Gilroy and Johnne Forbes sall be hangit upone ane
gibbet quhill they be deid, quhilk gibbet sall be advanced ane grit degrie heicher
nor the gibbet quhairupone the rest sall suffer; and thaireftir the saidis Patrik
Gilroy and Johnne Forbes thair heidis to be struken af frome thair bodies, with
thair richt handis, and the said Gilroy his heid and richt hand to be affixt on the
eist or nether bow poirt of Edinburgh, and the said John Forbes his heid and richt
hand to be put upone the wast poirt thairof, and that this dome and sentence sall
be put in executioun upone Fryday next, the xxix. of Julij instant, at the ordinar
tyme of day to be appointet be the magistrattis of the said burgh; and as concern-
ing the saidis Allaster and Callum Forbes, and Gillespik M°Farlane, continewis the
pronunceing of dome agains thame to Fryday next, unto the tyme that the justice
be advyset with the lordis of secreit counsall thairanent.

“1636. July 26. at Edinburgh. Gilleroy’s Doom.

“The Lords of Secret Council ordain and command his Majesty’s Justice clerk
and their Deputes to pronounce doom against Patrik M°Gregour called Gilleroy
and the rest of the broken men ordaining them ‘to be harled backward to the
mercat croce of Edinburgh upon fryday nixt and there hanged to the death and
the heads and right hands to be cut off the said Patrik M°Gregour and Johne
Forbes and to be affixed upon the east and west ports of Edinburgh.’”—Record of
Secret Council, Acta.

From the “ Chartulary ” : —

¢ July 28th.

“The Justice and Justice Clerk ordained, who had consulted the Lords of
Council thereanent, to pronounce doom and sentence against Allaster and Callum
Forbes and Gillespik M¢Farlane ; to be hanged to death the morn, in the afternoon
with the rest of James Grant and Gilleroys Complices.”—Record of Secret Council,
Acta.

¢ August 3rd.

“ Grant of Freuchie and others—Dilaitit of the reset and intercommoning with
rebels, specially with James Grant called of Charrone that notorious traitor, rebel
and fugitive and also of umq' Patrik Gilroy M°Gregor a heinous oppressor and
notorious rebel and their complices, trial delayed.”—Record of High Court of
Justiciary.

‘“ September 1oth, at Edinburgh. Commission against M°Gregours.

“ Forasmuch as John Dow Gair M°Gregor, Johne Dow Roy M°Gregour brother
to the late traitor Patrik Gilleroy, Johne Grahame his brother uterine, Callum
M¢Fadrick voir, uncle to the said Patrik, M°Instalker and Neill Mcarthure alias
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M°Gregour, and their rebellious complices and followers do still continue in their
oppressions, herships and depradations against his Majesty’s good subjects to their
heavy grief and disgrace of his Majesty’s Government.

«“ And the Lords of Secret Council understanding the good affection of James
Steuart of Ardvorlich and Johne Stewart of Drumquhen and their friends under-
written, to do his Majesty service against these rebellious limmers and finding it
very necessary that they shall have all lawful furtherance and assistance for their
better encouragement and prosecution of this service. Therefore the said Lords
have given and granted and by the tenor hereof give and grant full power, authority
and commission, express bidding and charge &c.”—Record of Secret Council, Acta.

% 1636. October 27th, at Edinburgh.

“ Forasmekle as one MCInstalker an open and avowed rebel and sorner and
one of the principal followers of the last Gilleroy and John Dow Gair M‘Gregour
is taken and apprehended by the Laird of Grant’s servants and is presently in his
custody and keeping and whereas this limmer is guilty of many murders and thefts
and can discover the resetters and abettors of himself and his rebellious complices
by whom the peace of the country is so heavily disturbed Therefore &c. to be sent
from Shireff to Shireff and confined in Edinburgh.”—Record of Secret Council, Acta.

“ November 17th, at Edinburgh.

% Forasmuch as although the Lords of Secret Council have from time to
time shown great favour to Allan Camron of Lochyell, Rannold M°Donald of Kap-
poche and John Murrey of Glenstrae, upon hope and promise made &c. Notwith-
standing it is of truth that sundry persons of their Clans are become more loose
and disobedient than they were at any time heretofore, in speciall, Robert
MCFadrick voir M‘Gregour, Donald Roy M¢‘gregour, and Johne MSgregour, all
kinsmen, followers and dependers upon the said Johne Murrey of Glenstrae, &c.
plundered Walter Kinnaird of Cowbin ; said chiefs summoned.”—Record of Secret
Council, Acta. g

“ November 22nd. Commission against Johne Dow Gair.

¢ Qctober 4th and November 28th.

“ Contract betwixt King Charles I. at Windsor, on one part, and Archibald
Earl of Argyle Lord Campbell & Lorn for himself and in name and behalf of
Archibald Maister of Lorn his grandson at Edinburgh, on the other, whereby and
in respect of the bygone services of the said Earl in repressing the Barbarous races
of the Clangregour and Clandonald, and of the services of Archibald Lord of Lorne
father to the said maister of Lorne, in repressing of the Clan of M®Ean, Macdonalds
of Glenco, and apprehending that ¢ Notable sorner called Gillroy,” and of the other
onerous causes mentioned in the said contract, his Majesty ratified the former
enfeoffments granted by his Majesty’s umdle darrest father of blessed memorie or
his Maties selfe, to the said Earl, and to James Lord Kintyre his son, of the Lord-
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“1637. February 1st.

‘“John Graham of Rednoch—intercommoning with Patrik Gilroy MCgregour
and his complices, specially upon Wm. Stewart at the Isle of Inchecallioch in May
1636.”—Record of High Court of Justiciary.

“ February 7th.

“ Denounce the resetters of broken men (M‘gregours).

“ Advocate against the Laird of Grant (long paper—for not producing the
murderers of John Stewart of Drumhquhen—* The said Laird of Grant touching that
point of the charge anent the exhibition of Johne M°phatrik voir, declared that
before he received the charge, the said Johne was hanged, there being no possibility
of exhibition of him in regard of his wounds and also declared that before the
execution of the said Johne, he had given order to Mr Coline M°Kenzie minister
at Tulioch to examine him but had not set down his depositions in writing, neither
had he examined the said Johne himself.

“The Lords of Secret Council find and declare that the said Laird of Grant
has not satisfied the charge for exhibition of the said M°phatrick voir and
M¢Jokkeis younger son, his wife and daughter and that he has executed the
said MC°phatrik voir without a lawful warrant, for which contempt and neglect of
duty, the said Lords ordain him to be committed to ward within the castle of
Edinburgh therein to remain upon his own expenses till he be orderly relieved.’
Several persons exhibited and others excused. Lord Lorne and others appointed
‘to meet the morne at eight hours and to examine the said persons.’ ”—Record of
Secret Council, Acta.

“ February 8th.

“ Walter M°Callon M°Aulay, of Ardincaple and William Stirling of Auchyle
were sureties for ¢ Alaster Douglas M°candowie als M°gregor’ under penalty of 500
merks.”—Record of Justiciary.

‘“ February 16th.

¢ Earl of Seafort, Lord Lorne, Lord Alexander, Lord Naper Justice Clerk and
Justice Deputes or any three of them not excluding any of the rest of the Council,
appointed ‘to meet in the council house and to examine Johne Dow Roy and
M¢instalker and to confront them with such persons as are given up to be inter-
commoners and resetters with them and to put them in the torture and to examine
them therein and to put Johne Dow to the torture betwix and Tuesday and to
continue the torturing of M®instalker till the Committee report what they find by
the torturing of Johne Dow.’ ”—Record of Secret Council, Acta.

“March 2nd.

“Seafort, Lorne, &c., or any three not excluding any of the Council who please
to be present, appointed ¢ To convene and meet in the laigh Council house the
morn at eight of the clock in the forenoon and to call before them Johne Dow Roy,

K
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Johne M¢instalker and the rest of the criminal prisoners now being in the tolbooth
of Edinburgh and Johne M¢Jokkie and his two sons and to examine them upon
such interrogators as they shall think meet to demand of them and to confront
them with such other persons as they shall think meet, And as they find occasion
to put them or so many of them as they think expedient to the torture of the butts
for the better discovery of the treasonable practices whereof they are suspected
guilty and to report -their proceedings to his Majesty’s Council To the effect
they may give farther order and direction thereanent.”—Record of Secret Council,
Acta.

“1637. March 7th.

“ Resetters of the Clangregor.”—Record of Council, Acta.

“March gth. Direction anent the prisoners.

“The Lords of Secret Council ordain Sir Williame Elphinston Lord Chief
Justice of this kingdom to put the haill criminals presently in ward to a trial with
all expedition And to begin with Johne Dow Braibner, and so to go on with the
rest and that MCinstalker be last, ordaining the said Justice after conviction to

advise the Council anent the form of doom to be pronounced against them.”—

Record of Secret Council, Acta.

“ March 14th.

“The Lords of Secret Council ordain and command his Majesty’s chief Justice
clerk and Justice Deputes to call before them Johne Dow Roy, M°Jokkie and his
two sons and Duncane M‘gregour, wards in the tolbooth of Edinburgh aund to
examine them anent their bypast life and conversation and anent their resetters and
abettors and for the better trial and discovery of the truth, to cause put them to
the torture of the boots.”—Record of Secret Council, Acta.

¢ March 16th.

“The Lords of Secret Council having at length read, heard and considered the
act of Council made in favour of broken men who shall apprehend and present a
greater limmer than themselves They find that Johne Dow Braibner can have no
benefit of the said Act and that the same extends not unto him, And itherefore
ordain and command his Majesty’s Justice to pronounce doom and sentence
against him ordaining him to be hanged to the death and his head cut off and set
upon some eminent place as the Justice thinks fit.

“The Lords of Secret Council ordain and command his Majesty’s Justice and
his Deputes to put M¢Jokkie and his younger son to the torture of the boots
And the said Lords nominate Johne Erle of Mar George Erle of Seafort,
Thomas Lord Binning and Archibald Lord Naper not excluding any ‘of the
Council who please to attend, to assist his Majesty’s said Justice and to meet for
that effect the morn at nine hours in the Council house.”—Record of Secret
Council, Acta.

-
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Roy M°Gregour ordaining him to be hanged to the death at the market cross of
Edinburgh and thereafter carried to the Gallow lee and to hang there in iron
chains.”—Record of Secret Council, Acta.

“1637. April 4th.

“By Act and ordinance of the Lords of Secret Council— Johne Dow Roy to be
hanged at the market cross of Edinburgh afterwards to be carried to the Gallolie
betwix Edinburgh and Leith—to be hung up in “ane irone cheyngzie ” and there
to remain hanging thereupon until his corpse rot and consume, which was pro-
nounced for doom.”—Record of High Court of Justiciary.

¢ June 6th.

“Sir Wm. Elphinston &c. nominated “To meet the morn and to confront
Johne Gordoun of Parke with M¢instalker and to report their depositions upon
Thursday.”—Record of Council, Acta.

“June gth.

“The 3 M¢Jokkies tried and convicted.”—Record of Justiciary.

¢ June 13th.

“John Gordon of Parke along with John Grant fear of Ballindalloch were
committed to ward on 16th February 1637 for resetting and having intelligence
with the broken men and rebels in the north—allowed to go home 13th June.”—
Record of Secret Council, Acta.

“June 21st.

“John Dow M°eanstalker tried and convicted.”—Record of Justiciary.

¢ June.

“The Laird of Grant was warded in Edinburgh for not following the Glan-
gregor. He was soon after set at liberty and died that very day.”

“July 21st.

‘“James MCinteir alias Chandow convicted and hanged for being in company
with Patrik Gilroy Mcgregour, John dow roy M¢gregour his brother, &c.”—Record
of Justiciary.

“1638. August 8th.

“John Dow Gar came with an armed party to Dr John Forbes of Corse’s
bounds, and plundered Strath Isla and other places.

“They carried off prisoner Mr George Forbes a tenant of Corse’s. As the
Forbeses had received a reward of a thousand pounds for the capture of John Dow
Roy for which the late inroad was a retaliation John Dow Gar sent a message to
Dr Forbes to send him the £1000 which the Council had granted to his name for
‘taking of Gilderoy or then he would send his man’s head to him.” Corse com-
plained to the Marquis of Huntly, ¢ who quickly wrote to M°Gregor to send back
Mr George Forbes again, or then he would come himself for him.” John Dow
Gar, in consequence, restored his prisoner ‘haill and sound,’ without ransom. .
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Chapter VI1I
John Dow Gar, 1637-39

IN 1636 on June 13, George Marquis of Huntly died at Dundee. He

was succeeded by his eldest surviving son, the first-born Viscount
Aboyne having met his death at the Burning of Frendraught. In 1638 the
“Solemn League and Covenant” was instituted or renewed in Scotland to
resist King Charles I.’s attempt to introduce episcopacy, and a Civil War
began. The Earl of Montrose at the outset sided with the Covenanters,
and commanding an Army in Aberdeenshire, arrested the new Marquis of
Huntly to whom Montrose made sundry proposals, and as Huntly could
not assent to some of these he was thereafter taken to Edinburgh with his
two sons and imprisoned in the Castle there.

Events in Aberdeenshire continued to be very disturbed, and Spalding
gives a faithful account thereof here quoted as relating to Macgregors.

Spalding’s “ History ” :—

“1637. Vpone the 8th day of Aprile, the Laird of Grant wardit in Edinbrugh
for not following the Clangrigour, thairefter put to libertie, and vpone the foirsaid
day depairtit this lyf in Edinbrugh, in his awin lodging.

“Vpone the 8 day of August John dvgar! of whome sum mentioun is befoir,
cam with his companyeouns to the Laird of Corss, professour, his boundis, and
spolzeit the ground, and spolzeit Mr Thomas Forbes, Minister at Leoquhell his
houss, and oppressit the Kingis Lieges grevouslie quhairever he cam, in Strylay and
other places. He wald tak thair horss, ky and oxin, and caus the awneris compone
and pay for thair awin geir. He gaue himself out to be the Kingis man, and sua
micht tak and oppress the Covenanteris and thair goodis at his plesour. He
trublet the merchandis at Bartholemew fair and causit thame to pay soundlie. He
took out of the Laird of Corss boundis also ane brave gentilman tennant and
duelling thair, and careit him with thame, and sent word to the laird desyring him
to send ane thousand pundis, quhill the lordis of Counsall gave to his name for
taking of Gilleroy, or that he wold send his manis heid to him. The Laird of

1 John dhu ger.
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Corss raid schortlie to Strabogie and told the Marquess, who quicklie wreit to
M¢Grigour for to send bak Mr George Forbes agane, or then he wold cum himself
for him. Bot he wes obeyit, and cam to Strathbogie haill and sound vpone the
15th of August, quhair the laird of Corss stayit whill his returne, but without
payment of any ransoum. He thankit his lordschip, syne returnit home, bot this
Dvgar wes slayne thairefter as ye have seen.

“1639-40. About this tyme, John Dvgar and his compleices took Alexander
Forbes alias Plagne out of his owne houss in Bogsyde, spolzeit his goodis, band his
handis, and took him sudine to pay ane certan soume of money, syne set him at
libertie. He meinit himself to the Marquess of Huntlie who maid him frie of
other, bot he wes evill acquytit thairfoir as ye may see.

“This Johnne Dvgar wes the Father of Patrik Ger, whom James Grant slew
as said befoir. He did gryt skaith to the name of Forbes, sic as the lairdis of
Corss, Leslie, Cragivar, and sum vtheris; abusit thair boundis, plunderit thair
horss, nolt, scheip, gudis, and geir, becaus thay war the instrumentis of Gilleroy
thair friendis death ; and the Forbissis concludit to watch his cuming and going,
and to get him if they micht. This maid him oppress the Forbis boundis by all
the countrie.” 4

From Spalding, regarding Montrose’s injunctions to Huntly :—

“1639. April. ‘He desyrit him to tak James Grant, John Dvgar and their
complices &°. The Marquess ansuered he bore no publick office, nor had com-
missioun to that effect, quhilk albeit he had, James Grant had gottin the King’s
remissioun, and so could not take him ; and as for John Dvgar he wold concur
with the rest of the countrie to tak him, as he wes imployit, Ze. if the rest of the
country requested his assistance.’

“The same year in June Lord Aboyne with a large party landed in Aberdeen
and issued a proclamation in favour of the King; Lord Lewis Gordon, Huntly’s
3rd son having collected his Father’s friends and tenants to the number of about
1000 horse and foot marched into Aberdeen on the 7th June to join his brother.

“¢John Dvgar with his lawless folloueris, wes in this company, and lodgeit in
Old Abirdeen in George Kingis houss; bot he wes schortlie dischargeit as ane
renegat lymmar, bloodschedder and murtherer, and in quhat soever company he
wes, the same could not well prosper as wes most evident. Yit it is trew Lues
knew nothing of his being in his company.’

“ 315t August. When a Parliament was held in Edinburgh to arrange a pacifica-
tion, Spalding relates :-—

¢ Then cumis thairin ane other more malitious complaint aganes him, Huntly,
at the instans of the Lairdis of Fendracht, Lesly, Cragiwar, Glenkyndie, Alexander
Forbes, alias Plagne, and dieuerss vtheris of the Forbes Factioun, his old enemies,
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for alledgit recepting within his grounds of John Dvgar and remanent of his
folloueris of the name of Gregouris, notorious thieffis, mortheraris and robberis of
the Kingis Lieges, and thameselffis in speciall. . . . . .

“Efter lang disputatioun the Marquess is absoluit.

“1639. Vpone the day of November, John Dvgar, that bluidie
mortherar and oppressour, cam to. Williame Stewartis hous at Spey syde accom-
paneit with 24 lymmaris, set out his watches, and took wp houss thair; and in the
meintyme send down to the Garmoche for expenssis and spending siluer, vtheruaies
he wold cum and plunder thair houssis and goodis. The people is astoneshit with
this charge, bot gave the beraris fair wordis quhill the countrie wes aduertesit, who
schortlie convenit. And John Dvgar, informit of thair gathering be his out watches,
schortlie takis both the ferry boites, and careis over his men to the Stanneris,
quhilk is in the midst of the water of Spey, and keipit the ferry boites fast besyde
himself, so that thair wes no other boit nor hand to follow thame. The countrie
people seeing thay wantit boites, and culd not ryd the water being great, beginns
to persew thame with Schottis, and they schot agane whill at last Alexander
Andersone in Garmoche, standing be the water syde, schot this Johnne Dvgar
vpone the saidis stanneris deid. His men seeing this, takis the flight throw the
strynd to the south schoir, bot ony more skaith and hyme go thay; and the
countrie people returnis to there owne houssis.

“31640. July. In this mein tyme, a nottabill lymmar, seeing the world go so,
brak louss, callit John Dvgar,! ane hieland roague, and fell to in his sort of plunder-
ing ; likuaies stoll, reft, and spolzeit out of the Schirefdome of Morray, a gryte
number of countrie peoples horss, nolt, ky and Scheip, and brocht thame, but
(without) reskew to the feildis of Auchindoun, quhair he wes feiding thir goodis
peciablie. Monro heiring of this sendis out ritmaister 2 Forbes with good horss-
men, and 24 moskiteiris to bring bak thir goodis out of Auchindoun from this
robber theif, bot Johne Dvgar stoutlie baid thame and defendit thair pray manfullie.
Monro commandit to charge thame on horse bak quhilk also thay baid quhill thay
schot all thair gvnis, syne fled all away, and Forbes follouit no more, bot returnit ;
Monro wes angrie at him, that he wold not follow and tak those lymmaris. He
ansuerit, it wes not ryding ground. The Laird of Auchindoun being within the
place with 4o of his freindis, who fled to the samen as ane stronghold for thair
refuge, seeing this pel mell betuixt Johne Dwgar and thir soldiouris, issuis out of
the place about 16 horss, and set vpone ritmaister Forbes, betuixt whome wes
sum bikkering without gryt skaith. Monro, with more number of men, cums
forduard to this guyss, bot Auchindoun wes forcéit to flie bak to the place forsaid
of Auchindoun with no skaith. Monro perseuit not the houss, finding it difficult

1 The son of John dhu (Gearr slain in 1639, and brother of Patrick Gearr.
2 Rittmeisters and ‘‘ oo horss to ilk Regiment ” were ordered to be furnished, June 1640,
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to conquess ; bot schortlie fell to plundering, and out of thir boundis took Dugaris
goodis and vtheris, above 2500 heid of horss, meiris, nolt, and ky, with a gryte
number of scheip, and transportit with him to Strathbogie and as it is said, wes
sold be the soldiouris to the awneris bak agane for xiijs. iiij d. the scheip and ane
dolloar the nolt, bot still keipit the horss onsauld. Schortlie thairefter, the place of
Auchindoun wes willinglie randerit, the men within left the same desolat, and the
Keyis deliuerit to Monro. Forbes took for his pairt of this spoyll about 60 heid of
nolt, and sent to be fed vpone the boundis of Dyss, his goodbrother’s landis.
Monro, heiring of this, compellit him to bring bak the same nolt fra Dyss to
Strathbogie, and to sell thame to the awneris at 13 s iiij d the pece ; and thairefter
worthellie casseirit him for his febill seruice in not following Dugar more stoutly
then he did.”

“1641. Jan” The Committee of the Estaites at Edinbrugh, heiring how
the forbidden name of M°Gregour and thair complices brak about this tyme looss
and wes sorning and trubling the Kinges leiges day and nicht, condiscendit with
Robert Farquharsone of Innergald (Invercauld) for ane certane soume of money, to
defend the Schirefdomes of Angous, Mernis, Abirdene and Banff quhilk wes the
countrie quhairin they did most iniurie and oppressioun, for ane yeir to cum from
all riaf and spolzie and what wes takin be thir robberis fra them he obligit to pay
bak the samen to the complenar within the space foirsaid. For executing of the
quhilk service, this foirsaid Robert Farquharsone wes capiten himself, and gatherit
togidder, out of his awin friendis and otheris, about tuo hundreth and fyftie men,
and keipit the saidis four schires, both day and nicht so cairfullie, that none
suffered skaith, thift, nor oppressioun, bot the countreyis levit in peace and
quiyetness, Quhilkis the Estaitis perceaving, dischargeit him of his service and gave
him not good payment, quhilk wes apointit out of the tenthis and tuenteiths at the
making of thair bargane, thinking the countrie wold be frie of ony more vexatioun.
Bot thir lymmares heiring of this discharge, Johnne Dvgar agane brak out to truble
and molest the countrie as ye may sie heirefter—to thair gryt greif and skaith.”

““ 1642, August. About this tyme ane committee holdin at Elgyne vpone the tent,
elevint and tuelf dayis of August; the justice deput, the Kingis aduocat and justice
clerk wes there. The Marquess of Huntlie, the Erll off Morray. the Erll of Find-
later, the Schirref of Morray, the Laird of Grant and dieuerss otheris wes at this
committee, and sindrie vtheris absent that sould have bene there. Thair bussiness
wes to tak ordour with the Clangregour and Johnne Dvgar and otheris hieland
lymmaris, and with thair receptaris. Thay sat doun, and fensit-thair courtis daylie,
albeit thair wes not ane full quorum convenit.”

“The poor cuntrie people are citat and accusit for recept of thir lawless
lymmaris and giveing of them meit, drink and harberie. Thay ansuerit, it wes
trew, becaus thay durst not deny thame intertynnement for feir of thair lives and

L
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spolyeing of there goodis, Bot no respect had to the good ressone of thir poor
bodeis, bot wes seveirlie fynit and pvnishit for thair recept and thir rascalt robberis
them selffis left onponishit or onsocht for.”

“1643. Vpone Sonday 21 Marche, at night Johne Dvgar his men cam to the
Gareoche, and took out of Johnne Forbes of Leslie’s boundis ane of his tennentis
callit James Andersone, ane honest yeoman. The cry gois, young Leslie, with ane

seruand callit James Dunbar, follouis vpone horss, killis one of the lymmaris, takis
ane other, and sends him to the Counsall, whair he wes hangit; and James
Andersone wes reskewit and wan saifflie home.

“ Johnne Dvgar, heiring thir newis, or more trewlie Duncan Dvgar hemng of
the sam, cam opone the 27th of Marche, to the toun of Birkinbreull with tua
seruandis, quhair he met with Mr William Forbes of the folkis of Brux; and he
hauing tua men with him also, one callit . . . . . Smith and the other . . . . ...
holdin both pretty men; bot this Mr William wes ane brave gentilman. Thay
enterit in drinking, his tua men fell a sleiping, thinking vpone none evill. Aluaies
thair fell out sum speiches betuixt him and this Dvgar, and suddantlie bendis ane
pistoll and haldis to his breist, bot Dvgar choppis wp the pistoll, quhairby scho
schootis him throw the schoolder ; bot he, behind the hand with ane durk strikis
this Forbes throw the bodie deid, syne killis with his awin handis his tuo seruandis
sleeping and saifflie gois to the dur, and but ony more ado wynis his way with his
hurt onlie in his schulder, bot ony more revenge. Lamentable to behold! Thir
Dvgares boor the Forbessis, by (beyond) any other surname, at gryte indignation.”

From the “ Chartulary ” :—

“1639. June 7th,

“Lord Lewis Gordon third son of the Marquis of Huntly, marched into
Aberdeen with his father’s ¢ ground-friends,” attended by John Dow Gar at the head
of a party of his own. Lord Lewis, according to Spalding, knew nothing of his
being in his company ; and he was shortly after dismissed as a runnagate lymmer,
bloodshedder and murderer, and in whatsomever company he was, the same could
not prosper well, as was most evident.”

“ Autumn. ’

“The Marquis of Huntly who had raised forces in support of the declining
fortunes of Charles I., and had, on that account, been, zoth April, committed. to
Edinburgh Castle, was on his release prosecuted, before the Scottish Parliament,
by the Earl of Errol, by the Forbeses, and by Crichton of Frendraught, for
harbouring outlaws and rebels, and chiefly John Dow Gar, one of the ClanGregor.
Frendraught was of course the keener set against Huntly, as the late Marquis of
Huntly father of the latter had made him pay 50,000 marks for the slaughter of
Gordon of Rothiemay.
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“1639. September gth.

“Anent the Supplication presented by the Erle of Erroll and sundry other
noblemen and gentlemen, craving redress of the disorders committed by the high-
landmen ; which was subscribed, and after the subscriptions had subjoined a com-
plaint against the Marquis of Huntly, which was not subscribed. The Lord
Commissioners Grace and Lords of the Articles refuse to acknowledge that part of
the supplication which is subjoined to the subscriptions, or to give answer thereto
in respect it is not subscribed : And for the petition which is subscribed in respect
the same is general, ordains the supplicants to condescend and be special upon the
facts complained upon and upon the persons, committers and sufferers of the
wrongs therein specified, and thereafter will give answer to the supplication.

“September 11th.

‘““ Anent the supplication presented against the Marquis of Huntlie and the
Highlandmen. Appoint the supplicants to condescend. Upon the time of the
facts therein mentioned, that the same may be done since the pacification : other-
wise the Lords Commissioners Grace refuse to acknowledge the said supplication
or give answer thereto.”

“ September 16th.

"¢ Two Bills from the gentlemen of the North against the Marquis of Huntly
delivered to him to be seen until the morn.

‘ September 17th, P.M.

“ Anent the Supplications presented by the Noblemen and Gentlemen for the
redress of the disorders of the North and restitution of the goods taken. The
Lord Commissioners Grace and Articles nominate the Earl of Lauderdale, &c.,
&c., &c., to consider the Supplications and hear the parties and report after
meeting. And the Marquis of Huntlie to have the supplications this night that he
may be ready to answer at meeting: according thereunto. Supplications were
delivered to the Marquis personally present.

¢ September 2oth. -~

“ Anent the supplication given in by the Noblemen and gentlemen of the north
craving that the Marquis of Huntly should be declared answerable for JThone dow
gar and his complices. The Supplicants and the Marquis being present with their
procurators The Marquis asked instruments, that the supplicants produced certain
articles for clearing the supplication, which he desired may ad longum be inserted
in the instruments And protested for remeid of Law: And Sir Lues Stewart for
him, asked instruments that the names of the particular persons complainers, are
not condescended upon but that it is acknowledged in the Supplication that the
persons grieved are not present.

“Same day.

“ The Marquis of Huntly alledged the king’s Advocate cannot sit in this cause
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betwix him and the Noblemen and gentlemen of the North because he has con-
sulted with the parties in this business. 2. he has consulted with the Laird of
Frendraught in this business or upon a supplication of the like nature.

“The Marquis of Huntlie alledged the Laird of Auldbar cannot sit in the
Articles to vote in this cause, because he is tutor to the Erle of Erroll, who has
subscribed the complaint and is a party and is brother, to the Erle of Kinghorne
who is also tutor to the Erle of Erroll, and has subscribed the supplication and is
a party interested.

“The Advocate denied the alledgeance proponed against him.

“ Remove the Laird of Auldbar. )

“The L Commissioners Grace and Articles find, That where it is libelled that
Jhone dugar and his two brother’s sons have these three years bygone committed
great herships &c. and that during the time of the said oppressions they had, and
as yet have their actual residence upon the Marquis of Huntlie’s lands, where they
were entertained, supplied and assisted by his Bailies, Chamberlains and tenants
Find that part of the supplication Relevant, to be proven by witnesses to be
presented as an article to the parliament for inferring that desire of the supplica-
tion, for exhibition of the said Jhone du gar and his brother sons before the Justice
and declare they will have particular consideration of the witnesses: And ordain
the Supplicants to condescend upon the lands, where the said Jhone du gar and
his brother sons had their residence.

“Mr James Baird condescended that the lands where the said Jhone du gar
and his brother sons had their residence the times libelled, was Cabrach, Glen-
rinnes, Auchindowne, Strabogie, Blakwater, Culbaine.”

“1639. September 21st.

“Supplication presented by the Laird of Frendraught craving reparation of the
wrong and restitution of the goods taken from him and his tenants by the Marquis
of Huntlie his men tenants and servants.

Appoint the Marquis of Huntlie . . . To meet with the Erle of Mar . . . To
treat upon overtures concerning the settling of the present disorders in the North
and securing the peace in time to come, to meet upon Monday next at six hours in
the over Exchequer house and to report on Tuesday. And the Marquis of Huntlie
to be convener.”

“September 3oth.

‘“Supplication by Alex™ Forbes Complaining upon Jhone Dow gar &c. for
shearing his corns in the time of Parliament, Remitted to the Committee for the
North. and delivered to the Erle of Southesk.”

‘“QOctober sth.

“The act produced by the Nobleman of the Committee for the peace of the
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North, together with the three acts produced by the Barons for that effect, and an
act against the M°Gregors delivered to the Marquis of Huntlie, to be shown to
the Noblemen.

“1639. October 14th.

“Supplication by the Laird of Frendraught craving that the Marquis of Huntlie
should find caution for his sons, kin, friends, men tenants and servants that
Frendraught his tenants and servants should be harmless at their hands, as his
father was acted before the Council.

“Qctober 17th.

“The Noblemen and gentlemen appointed to give in overtures, for settling the
peace of the country and taking order with broken men. The Laird of Craigievar
for the gentlemen produced a roll of broken men, which was given to the Erle
of Perth to advise with the Noblemen And it was urged by the gentlemen, that
the former acts of parliament might be put to execution and that the Chieftains of
Clans and Landlords, might be obliged to bring in all broken men, and give bands
and that the country might be stented or taxed for entertainment of men to be
maintained, for taking these broken men Which the Lords Commissioners’
General opposed for the reasons condescended upon by him, and offered in
his ‘Majesty’s name and upon his Majesty’s expenses without any burden to the
country to take course for bringing in all lawless rebels and broken men who shall
be thought necessary and not be bound upon other men: The articles appointed
the laws formerly made, to be revised And that the Noblemen and gentlemen
divide the roll of broken men produced, that such of the said men as may be
bound upon any nobleman or gentleman, or such as may be brought in to find
caution, may be travelled with, for becoming obedient to the laws in time coming,
or exhibit before the Council. And for the remanent of the said persons that the
Noblemen and gentlemen be called in presence of the Commissioners Grace and
Articles and declare upon their honour, as they shall answer to God and the King
that they shall heartily join and truly contribute their best endeavours, for execu-
tion of the laws against these masterless broken men, within their own bounds.
The Noblemen and gentlemen are appointed to attend his Grace the morne at
seven hours in the parliament house,

““November 8th.

“Commission of fire and sword issued by the Privy Council against John Dow
Gar M°Gregour.

“November.

“John Dow gar, having, with a party of four and twenty settled at Speyside,
and made a demand of subsistence on Garmouth, was pursued by its inhabitants
and having with his party taken shelter in an island of the river Spey was shot
by Alexander Anderson. Whether his eldest surviving son, also called John









88 History of the Clan Gregor [1641

and keepit him their ane night and causit him drink and eit with them &c.
Wm. Logane in Ardequhische being sworne confest that the day old Johne
Dowe gair wes killit sex of them forcit him to put them ower the watter of Spey;
And confest he zeid as commissioner for the Clangrigour to the Gairmoche to
requyne ane compositione fra them in name of the said Johne Dowe gair and
others his complices convictit in twentie pundis,— Robert Logane in Elcheis
confest Intercommoning with Allaster Mc¢ndie Voir at the brydell in Johne
Mc°Cagies— £ 10.”—Original in General Register House, Edinburgh.

“1641. November 4th.

“In a report of a Committee of Parliament ‘anent the brokin men of the
North,’ it is represented and desired that letters of horning be issued upon the 3oth
act of the Parliament 1633 anent the ClanGregor, against those of the Clan
contained in the Roll to be given in agreably to the act. Item because John
M°fadrick gar Mcgregor, Duncane M°Gregor his brother, are the chief leaders of
the haill Limberis and rebels troublers of the country, and are these who writ the
letters produced to Mr Joseph Brodie Minister, It is therefore desired that a price
be set upon each of these three persons to be paid to any who shall apprehend or
kill them, and that the apprehenders or killers of them shall also be freed of all
punishment for any bygone faults, &c. A commission was passed upon the report
on the 16th. The contents of the letter written to Mr Brodie are not known.

“1642. January 6th.

¢ Laird of Weme contra M°Gregor.

“ Letters raised at the instance of S* Alexander Meinzeis of Weme making
mention that where the oppressions and barbarities committed by the Glangregour
against his Majesty’s good subjects and the complainer and his tenants in special
these many years bygone are not unknown to the Lords.

“Patrik Murray (who now against the acts of Council doth also design himself
M°Gregour) within these fourteen days did send an imperious charge and command
to the complainer to possess the said Patrick in the lands of the Rannache pertain-
ing to the complainer and because with good reason he refused the said Patrik
came upon the day of November with forty or fifty of his lawless and broken
Clan armed with all sort of hostile furniture and settled himself down upon that
part of the complainers lands of the Rannache called Kinolachrie and other rooms
there where the said Patrik and they yet remain, uplifting the complainers maills
and duties and sorning and oppressing his tenants.

“ And anent the charge given to the said

Patrik Murray party and Duncan Meinzies alias M°Gregour in Learg,
Johne M°Alex™ Kinnes in Aulich,

Johnne M®Kenzie Ure there,

Duncane Mfindow v°Condochie in Lerane,






90 History of the Clan Gregor (1642

“ 1642. August 1oth, 11th, 12th.

“The Earles of Moray and Finlater, the Sherriff of Moray, the Laird of Grant,
accompanied by the Justice Depute, the Kings Advocate, and Justice Clerk held a
Comnmittee at Elgin for the purpose of taking order with the Clangregour particularly
John Dow Gar and with their resetters. Several of the latter were fined although
they pleaded that they had acted unwillingly and from necessity.

“1643. February 4th.

“Thomas M°Gregour flescher burges of Perth.”—Record of Justiciary.

“ June 23rd.

“Jon Dow M°phadrick M°Gregor, Duncane M-¢fadrick his brother, Allaster
M°‘eandowie voir M°gregor, Jon roy M¢gregor in Balvain &c. were fugitated by the
High Court of Justiciary for not appearing to stand trial on a complaint by Dame
Jeane Elphinstone Ladie Forbes elder for herself and in name and behalf of ¢hir
herreyet and oppressit tennentis of hir lediesehips Landis of Culhay Strathlunik
w'in the paroche of fforbes.”—Record of Justiciary.

“July 15th.

“In the Court of Justiciary of OQur Sovereign Lord the King held in the Judge-
ment Hall of Edinburgh by Lord Thomas Hope Justice General, and Mr James
Robertson Justiciary Depute.

Entered

“ Duncane M°Gregor son to Duncane M‘Gregor in Rannache. Convict and
hangit.

“Dilaitit of art and part and being in company of Johne Dow Gar M‘Gregor,
Duncane M¢Gregor his brother and others their complices all broken men at the
violent taking and binding of James Andersone servitor to Wm. Forbes of Leslie
in the month of March last by past carrying him bound from the town of
Duncanestoun to the town of Landlandis as a captive and prisoner until the time
he was followed and relieved out of their hands by the said Wm. Forbes of Leslie
his Mr: Usurping thereby most treasonably upon them his Majesty’s Royal power
and authority, the said James Andersone being his Majesty’s free subject And
siclyke for the violent taking of Jon Mc¢Kie in Towie of Clat as a captive and
prisoner, binding him violently to the trees of the bell house of the Kirk of Cairne
and not relieving him, nor loosing him until he paid five dollars which was paid in
composition by one of his friends ; And last for art and part and being in company
with the said Jon Dow Gar and his complices at the breaking up of the doors of
Wm Donaldsone in Bankhead, stealing and away taking by way of masterful theft and
stonethreiff, furth of the said dwelling house of the said Wm Donaldsone his haill
guids, geir insicht and plenishing being thereinto to the avail of five hundred merks.

¢« August.

“Royal Commission to the Marquis of Montrose to raise troops in Scotland.
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an army under General David Leslie, he accepted a command in it and
started for.an invasion of England. The parliamentary power learning
that Montrose had formed a band at Cumbernauld to support the royal
authority apprehended and imprisoned him in Edinburgh Castle; but he
was liberated in the summer of 1641. Later, the Covenanters resolving to
send an army again into England to join the parliamentary forces who
had come to an open rupture with the Sovereign, Montrose hastened to
the King early in 1643 and offered his services. In December he was
given supreme command, whilst the Marquis of Huntly was Lieutenant-
General, and in April 1644 he entered Scotland with a small body of
Horse, but finding little support retired to Carlisle. Argyll collected a
large force to oppose Huntly, with which he advanced to Aberdeen.
Shortly afterwards Montrose returned privately to Perthshire, where, with
the assistance of his cousin, Greeme of Inchbrakie he raised the High-
landers, giving rendezvous to a body of Irish troops sent by the Earl of
Antrim, under Allastair M°Colla Chiotach M°Donald of Collonsay, to join
him at Blair Atholl, where he could rely on the fidelity and loyalty of the
Athollmen. Being well known to the Athollmen, Montrose was soon
joined by 800 men from that district, who were at their own request put
under the command of Inchbrakie, as the Earl of Atholl was (at that time
only 13 years of age. His first victory was at Tibbiemuir near Perth on
September 1, 1644. It does not appear that any of the ClanGregor
fought on this occasion. Montrose afterwards marched to Aberdeenshire
where he obtained several victories, but in spite of these successes he had
to experience the defection of many of the Lowland gentlemen who had
joined him at first. Argyll's army, whilst following him about, seldom
came to close quarters, and Montrose withdrew again into Atholl early
in November. From thence he resolved to carry the war into the enemy’s
own country and to make a hostile visit to Argyll.

The following quotation is taken from Canon Murdoch’s “ Deeds of
Montrose,” translated from the Latin history by Bishop Wishart, with
notes by the translator.!

1 ¢ Memoirs of Montrose,” 1639-1650, by George Wishart, edition by Rev. Alexander
Murdoch, F.S.A., Canon of St Mary’s Cathedral, and H. F. Morland Simpson, 1893.
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Reference is made to the short visit to Loch Earn in the following
passage.

“ Montrose retreated from Crieff up the Earn by Comrie, and south of the loch
to Loch Earn Head. At the head of Loch Earn three ways lay open, by Glen-
ogle, Strathyre, or Balquhidder. By the last he recruited from the MacGregors’
lands.” !

On July 2, same year, Montrose won another victory over Baillie's
Army at Alford, on the river Don, marched through Angus and Blair-
gowrie to Dunkeld, and was rejoined by the Highlanders according to the
following narration.

“1645. July. Montrose marched through Angus, after the Battle of Alford
where he met his Cousin Patrick Greeme of Inchbrakie, with his Athollmen ready
for everything under his command . . . . .. Macdonald also joined him . . . . ..
with Maclean . . . . .. also the Chief of the MacRanalds . . . . .. with over
soo men; and the MacGregors and Macnabs, inferior to none in courage and
endurance, who after the custom of their country followed their leaders and
Chieftains, but I am unable to give their exact number.” !

Montrose for a time took up his quarters at Little Dunkeld. His
prospects were now bright, the only obstacle to the entire subjugation of
Scotland to the King being the army of Baillie. He was therefore anxious
to attack the enemy, whose Fife regiments had lately returned home.

An interesting co-temporary account? may now be given with the
details of the battle of Kilsyth in which it is known that the MacGregors
bore an honourable part.

“July or August. In the mean time while Montrose entered the shire of
Angus, where he met Inchbrakie at the head of the Atholemen, and MacDonald
with a good number of Highlanders with whom had joined Mackclean, a powerful
man in the Highlands with seven hundred men, and Glengarry, with as many ; the
Clans of Mackgregor and Macknab, with a good number of that of the Farquhar-
sons of the shire of Mar, and some others of Badenoch, all which joined Montrose
about the same time. -

“16th August. Battle of Kilsyth.

1 Deeds of Montrose.

2 From History of the Troubles of Great Britain,—account of remarkable passages in Scot-
land, 1633 to 1650, and Montrose’s Battles. Written in French by Robert Monteth of Salmonet.
Translation by Captain James Ogilvie, printed by the Bannatyne Club.
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“ Montrose having resolved to pass this beautiful and rich River of Forth, he
marched from Kinross, and incamped about three miles from Stirling. The next
day having sent away his Foot before him, he followed them with the Horse, which
he kept still in the Rear, suspecting that the enemy was pursuing him, Nor was
he deceived in that suspicion ; for some spies that he left behind brought word that
Bailly was advancing with a powerful Army ; and soon after his Scouts began to
appear. One of the foremost having been taken prisoner and brought to Montrose
confessed to him frankly, that in his opinion the Covenanters were resolved to
pursue him the whole night, in order to bring him to a battle as soon as possible
before the troops of Fife which by no means would pass the Forth should leave
them. Wherupon Montrose having incouraged his men to continue their march,
left the town of Stirling on his left hand where there was a strong garrison, and
passed the river that same night about four miles above the town. By break of
day he was got six miles on this side of Stirling, where having halted, he understood
that the Covenanters had not passed the River the night before; but they had
incamped about three miles from Stirling on the other side. Nevertheless Montrose
still marched on till he came to Kilsyth, where he incamped and ordered his
troops to be in readiness, either to fight or march as occasion should offer. In the
meantime the Covenanters taking a shorter and more easy way passed the river at
the Bridge of Stirling, and incamped about three miles from Kilsyth. During the
march of the two armies, the Earl of Lanrick having got together a thousand Foot
and about five hundred horse was incamped about twelve miles from Kilsyth, and
on the other hand the Earls of Glencarn, Cassils and Eglinton were hastening the
levies in the Western shires, which was going on the more easily that that country
had not as yet felt any of the inconveniencies that attend War. Therefore
Montrose resolved to fight Bailly ; for though he was much stronger than he, and
that his army consisted of six thousand Foot and eight hundred Horse, Montrose
having only four thousand five hundred Foot and five hundred Horse, yet he con-
sidered that the Match would be still more unequal if he should wait there till
these Earls joined him with their forces ; in which case he would be forced, with the
danger of losing the reputation he had formerly gained, to betake himself to the
mountains. On the other hand the Covenanters thinking that Montrose had
passed the Forth more of fear than design, their chief aim was to deprive him of
all hopes of a retreat. In order to compass that, by break of day which was the
15. of August, having drawn up their Army, thay began to march directly to the
Royalists ; which Montrose having perceived, and sensible that the good or bad
success of the King’s affairs in Scotland depended upon that day, he forgot nothing
that a great General could do, for incouraging his soldiers. He ordered them all,
as well Horse as the Foot to throw off their doublets and every man turning up
his shirt sleeves, by that resolution to strike terror into the enemy and let them

N
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know that they were resolved either to conquer or die. In the Field of Battle there
were some cottages and Gardens adjoining them, Montrose drawing up his men,
posted some musketeers there ; but before he had done putting the rest of his men
in order of Battle, the Covenanters charged these musketeers very smartly in order
to drive them out of that post; but thay received the Enemy without giving ground,
and after this first heat was a little cooled, they fell upon them, put them to flight
and laid some of them dead upon the spot, which so heartened the Highlanders
wherof there were about a thousand in Montrose’s advanced Guard, that without
waiting the General’s orders, they ran desperately up a little hill, within pistol shot
of the Covenanters, and exposed themselves to be cut in pieces, if the Enemy’s
Horse had surrounded them. But their advanced Guard waiting for that of the
Rear, which was advancing but slowly, Montrose had time to relieve these rash
men. For as the Covenanters had caused these troops of Horse, followed by two
thousand Foot to advance, in order to attack them, he ordered the brave Earl of
Airley to go to their assistance with his Brigade, which he did with so grat courage,
that. after a sharp ingagement, his Horse which consisted for the most part of
gentlemen of his own name of Ogilvie routed the Enemy’s Horse and made them
fall foul upon their Foot. This advantage continued to animate Montrose’s men,
so much that with a great shout, they rushed in amongst the Enemy, and charged
them with so much fury, that their Horse having given ground the Foot threw
down their Arms and fled. The Victorious pursued them hotly for fourteen
miles, and made so great a slaughter that, about four thousand of them lay dead
upon the place, and all their cannon and baggage were taken, besides a great
number of Prisoners. . . . . .. Montrose only lost six men, three of which were
Ogilvie’s who paved the way to that great victory, which was a grat check to the
Covenant.”

Montrose subsequently repaired to Glasgow and Edinburgh. Orders
from the King were afterwards sent to him to proceed to the Borders to
meet other Royalist forces with whom he was to watch the movements of
Leslie’s army. But on hearing of Montrose’s intention to go south the
Highlanders in a body asked leave to return home for a time which
necessarily weakened him materially. On September 13, 1645, he fought
the Battle of Philiphaugh and sustained a crushing and fatal defeat.
‘Montrose returned to Atholl where he induced about four hundred
Athollmen to follow him at once to the north in search of further re-
inforcements with the promise of the whole joining him on his return.
The following is quoted verbatim from Browne’s “ Highlanders.”

-
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“1645. Dec. When marching through Strathspey, Montrose received intelli-
gence that Atholl was threatened with a visit from the Campbells, a circumstance
which induced him to dispatch Grceme, of Inchbrakie and John Drummond
younger of Balloch to that district. The inhabitants of Argyle, on hearing of Sir
Alexander M‘Donald’s arrival in their country after the battle of Kilsyth, had fled
to avoid his vengeance and concealed themselves in caverns or in the clefts of
rocks ; but being compelled by the calls of hunger to abandon their retreats they
"had been collected together by Campbell of Ardkinlass to the number of about
twelve hundred and had attacked the MacGregors and Macnabs for favouring
Montrose.” ‘

Being joined by the Stewarts of Balquhidder, the Menzieses and other partisans
of Argyle, they meditated an invasion of Atholl and had advanced as far as
Strathample, with the intention of carrying their design into execution when
intelligence was brought to Inchbrakie of their approach. Inchbrakie and Balloch
had by this time collected seven hundred able-bodied men, and with this.force
they immediately proceeded to meet the Campbells. These had laid siege to
Edinample Castle, but on being apprised of the advance of the Athollmen they
retired to Menteith whither they were hotly pursued by the Athollmen who over-
took them at Callender, near the village of Menteith. After crossing the river
Teith they halted and prepared for battle, having previously stationed a large party
of musketeers to guard the ford of the river.

Having ascertained the strength and position of the Campbells, Inchbrakie
ordered his men to advance to the ford as if with the intention of crossing it in order
to draw the attention of the Campbells to this single point, while with the remainder
of his men he hastened to cross the river by another ford, higher up and nearer the
village. This mdvement was immediately seen by the Argylemen, who, alarmed
at such a bold step and probably thinking that the Athollmen were more numerous
than they really were, abandoned the position and fled with precipitation towards
Stirling. As soon as the Atholl party stationed at the lower ford saw the opposite
bank deserted, they immediately crossed the river and attacked the rear of the
retiring Campbells. They were soon joined in the pursuit by the party which had
crossed the higher ford, but as the Athollmen had performed a tedious march of
ten miles that morning they were unable to continue the pursuit far. About eighty
Campbells were killed in the pursuit.”

Allusion to this skirmish is made in the following ! :—

“1646. The survivors of Argyll’s men driven from absolute necessity or fear of
Macdonald’s power and threats of annihilation had left their own country and made
a raid on the MacGregors and Macnabs, Montrose’s friends. . . . . . . They laid

1 Deeds of Montrose,
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siege to Edinample but decamped and were defeated by the Athollmen near
Callender.”

In May 1646 the king desired Montrose to disband his army and retire
into France after the disastrous battle of Naseby. In July a cessation
of Arms was arranged between Montrose and General Middleton the
Covenanting Commander and on the 13. July the Royalist Leader
addressed his army and formally disbanded them, sailing to Norway in
the following September.

From the “ Chartulary ” :—

¢ Patrik Macgregor of that Ilk, surnamed popularly Caoch, led a party of his
Clan in the Battle of Inverlochy. Red Book of Clanronald, as cited in a Process in
the Court of Session, MacDonald of Glengarry versus MacDonald of Clanronald,
1824-5.”

“1645. June 7th.

“Wheras the Laird of M°Gregor and his friends have declared themselfs
faithfullie for his Majestie and doe follow ws in his service These ar therfor be
power and warrand granted be his Majestie to ws to certify and assure theme, that
whatsoever lands and possessions belonged justlie, to the said Laird of M°Gregor
and his predecessors in Glenlyon Rannoch or Glenurchy, or whatsoever lands
belonged justlie to his freinds and their predecessors and ar now in the possession
of Rebells and Enemys to his Majestie’s service ; They and ther Heirs shall have
the same Disponed to them and confirmed be his Majestie under his hand ahd
seal, when it shall please God to put an end to thes present troubles, Providing
always that the said Laird of M°Gregor and his said freinds and their forsaids
continow faithfull and constant in his Majestie’s service, otherwise these presents
shall be null.

“Subscribed at Kinady in Cromar the seventh day of June One thousand sex
hundreth fourtie fyve yeires.” (Signed) “ Montrose.”

Transumpt in the Collection of MacGregor of Balhaldies.

Quotation from Spalding in a passage to be found under 1645 October,
November or December.

July 3rd, day after Battle of Alford.

*“ Wheras the Laird of M°Gregor hes received a former Commission from his
Majestie for raising his Freinds Followers and these of his Name, We therfor by
power and Warrand granted to ws be his Majestie, Doe by these presents in his
Majestie’s name and be his Authoritie, Renew the forsaid concession, and we do
of new again give and grant to the said Laird of M°Gregor the like power and
warrand to raise his wholl Freinds Followers and these of his Name for assisting of
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his Majesties service Willing and ordaining him to obey and fullfill the forsaid

comission and to do therein accordinglie in everie thing Subscryved at Kinady

in Cromar the third day of July Ane thousand sex hundreth and fourtie fyve

yeires.” ) (Signed) “ Montrose.”
Transumpt in the Archives of MacGregor of Balhaldies.

Note connected with foregoing voucher.

‘ MacGregor had, like others of the commanders of corps, retired to recruit,
and had again joined the army with a greater force than he had originally furnished.
An eye witness and actor, Clanronald’s Bard, after describing the battle of Alford
fought 2nd July, says, ¢ Alexander MDonnell’ (meaning Colkitto’s son, Major
General since the beginning of the campaign) came from the west, with a great
army of men, namely John Muidertach,! with a band of good looking young
men of his own country and kin, and Donald his son along with him, the Clan
MacLean from Mull, the Steuarts of Appin, the Clan Gregor and others. Mac
Lean, according to the same author, had before the battle of Inverlochy, joined
Montrose with twelve men only, for a body guard. ‘When they reached Mont-
rose’s camp