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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE.

Tue Works of the late JorN Kay illustrate an interesting epoch in
the history of the Scottish capital. Throughout the greater part of half
a century the Artist devoted himself with enthusiasm to his novel under-
taking ; and while he contributed in no common degree to gratify and
amuse the public of his own day, his graphic productions form a record
which cannot fail to prove peculiarly acceptable in after times.

Although the Etchings may not be entitled to rank high in the scale
of art, they are nevertheless valuable as the unaided efforts of one who
owed nothing to adventitious circumstances—while the general accuracy
for which the Portraitures are distinguished is a merit peculiarly his own.
The intuitive facility of the Artist’s pencil in this way must appear incre-
dible, when it is known that, with few exceptions, they were executed
from casual observation—the impression probably of a passing glance.
Indeed, in many instances, they could not have been otherwise obtained.

Kay appears to have long entertained the idea of giving his Works to
the world in a more permanent form. So early as 1792—aided, we be-
lieve, by a person of the name of Callender*—he had drawn up notes
descriptive of the Prints, with a biographical notice of his own life. The
want of pecuniary means probably formed the great obstacle to the execu-
tion of his plan ; and the venerable caricaturist died at the age of eighty-
four without having lived long enough to be gratified by the realization
of his wishes. His widow made several unsuccessful proposals for the

* Very little is known respecting Callender. He was a dabbler in politics, and is understood to have emigrated
to America. In the Life of Dr James Anderson (see Chambers’ Scot. Biog. Dic.) some notice is taken of him in
connection with an occurrence not much to his credit.
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disposal of the plates; and, after her death, having been broughi; to public
sale by her trustees, they fell into the hands of the present Publisher.

In carrying the intentions of the Caricaturist into effect, no exertion
has been spared to render the work as varied and interesting as possible.
The notes furnished by Kay and his assistant having been found exceed-
ingly meagre and inaccurate, the difficulty of collecting materials may be
conccived ; yet the Publisher would be wanting in courtesy did he not
acknowledge—and he does so with pleasure—how much the labour has
been lessened by the efforts of voluntary contributors. Indeed, the liberality
he has experienced in this respect, and the disinterested manner in which
many of the literary and antiquarian gentlemen of Edinburgh have vouch-
safed their countenance and aid, is such as to eall forth the warmest ex-
pressions of gratitude. Difficult as the task may have been, a few years
delay would have rendered it much more so. The events to which many
of the Engravings allude were fast receding into oblivion, and are only
to be traced in the remembrance of a few old citizens, whose memories
—uninterested by the daily occurrences around them—cling tenaciously
to the past.

It has been urged by some that a stricter attention to chronology ought
to have been observed. The Publisher is perfectly aware of the force of
this observation ; but a strict adherence to dates would have occasioned
an interminable delay in the progress of the work, without producing any
corresponding advantage ; while, by the plan adopted, greater variety has
been afforded than could otherwise have been obtained. Besides, a classed
Index will be given at the conclusion of the Work, which it is hoped will
supply any supposed defect of arrangement.

November 1837.




NOTICE.

Wirs this, the concluding Part, I fecl called upon to express, in the warmest
manner, the sense I entertain of the very flattering encouragement which has
been extended to the Work. To my numerous and highly respectable Sub-
scribers, who, coming forward in almost every instance unsolicited, have patro-
nized the undertaking by their countenance and support, I beg to offer my
most sincere thanks. From the length of time which has elapsed since the
commencement of the Publication, their paticnce has no doubt been fully
exercised ; yet I cannot accuse myself of any unnecessary delay in its progress
through the press. The nature of the Work—the almost insurmountable diffi-
culty, in many instances, of obtaining correct information—and the research
which its pages display, will, T trust, be apology sufficient for the protracted
period of completion. It will be observed, however, on referring to the Pro-
spectus, that the engagement to publish in monthly Parts has not been ex-
ceeded ; but that, on the contrary, several months are anticipated. Such has
been my anxiety to have the Biographical Sketches complete, that the Letter-
press has been extended to nearly double of what was originally stipulated to be
given. This, of course, has been accomplished at much additional expense on
my part, without any extra charge to the Subscribers; but, stimulated by the
desire to render the Work not less valuable than curious, I feel gratified by the
approval so generally accorded, and the prospect that a still increasing demand
will amply repay my outlay of capital. ‘

To those who have kindly supplied family information, and to the several
literary and antiquarian gentlemen whom I have had occasion to consult, and
who have, with much liberality, contributed to the historical, traditional, and
local interest of the Work, my acknowledgments are due in an especial degree.

It is to be regretted that a few Etchings by Kay have not been inserted
in this Collection. During the life of the Artist some of them were dis-
posed of to thc partics intercsted, cither because, as good likencsses, they
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wished to possess them—or, if offensive, that they might be withdrawn from
the public. In this way several desirable productions of his pencil are awant-
ing; but, from advances made by one or two individuals on the subject, in
whose possessibn some of the Plates are, I am hopeful that a few additions may
yet be made to the Collection. These, together with a number of original
Drawings by Kay, and from which I have been strongly urged to take En-
gravings, I may possibly be induced, at some future period, to publish-as a
SuppLEMENT to the present Volumes.

It may be well here to state that, in accordance with an early formed resolu-
tion, I have throughout the Work been most careful to avoid whatever might
prove offensive either politically or personally. This, it will readily be con-
ceived, from the nature of many of the subjects, was a task of no easy per-
formance. I flatter myself, however, that I have so far succeeded in this respect
as almost to disarm censure; while in no instance am I aware of having stated
facts without duly weighing the authority upon which these are given. To
have produced a work of similar magnitude, and of a description so diversified,
entirely free from error, or beyond the reach of criticism, is what no one will
pretend to; and I trust the utmost allowance will be conceded.

HUGH PATON.

Edinburgh, December 1838.
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ORIGINAL PORTRAITS,
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No. 1.
MR JOHN KAY,

CARICATURIST, ENGRAVER, AND MINIATURE PAINTER,
DRAWN BY HIMSELF, 1786.

Tue following sketch of the life of John Kay was written by himself, with the
view, it is believed, of being ‘prefixed to a collection of his works which he had
projected :—

“ JorN KAy, the author of these Prints, was born in April 1742, in a small
house a little south from Dalkeith, commonly called Gibraltar. His father, Mr
John Kay, was a mason in Dalkeith, as well as his two paternal uncles, James
and Norman Kay. His mother, Helen Alexander, was heiress to many tene-
ments in Edinburgh and Canongate, out of which she was tricked by the cir-
cumvention of some of her own relations.

¢ She had still so much confidence in these relations, however, that upon the
death of her husband in 1748, she boarded her only son John, then only six
years of age, with one of them, who used him extremely ill, and not only neglected,
but beat and starved him. While he lived with thede savages in Leith, he run
various risks of his life from accidents without doors, es well as from bad usage
within ; and there is every reason to believe that they really wished his death,
and took every method to accomplish it except downright murder. On ome
‘occasion he was blown into the sea from the Ferry-boat Stairs, and on another
he fell into the water on stepping across the joists below the Wooden Pier,
but recovered himself both times, by grasping the steps on the one occasion,
and the joists on the other. But he ran a still greater risk of drowning upon a
third occasion, when, happening to be seated on the side of a ship in the har-
bour, he was accidentally pushed overboard, and being taken up for dead,
remained in that condition for some time, till one of the sailors, anxious to see
him, in his hurry trampled upon his belly, which immediately excited a groan,

A
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and produced respiration and articulation. He might have died, however, that
same evening, had not other people taken more care of him than his barbarous
relations did.

¢ About this time he gave strong proofs of an uncommon genius for draw-
ing, by sketching men, horses, cattle, houses, &c., with chalk, charcoal, or pieces
of burnt wood, for want of pencils and crayons. But under the government of
his cousins, no propensity of this kind was either attended to or encouraged.
And, though he himself wished rather to be a mason, the profession of his
father and uncles, yet, by some fatality or other, it happened that he was bound
apprentice to one George Heriot, a barber in Dalkeith, about the age of thirteen
or little more.

¢ With this honest man he learned his business, and served six years, during
which time, although he did every kind of drudgery work, he was perfectly
happy in comparison of the state of tyranny under which he had so long groaned
at Leith. When his time was out he came to Edinburgh, where he wrought
seven years as a journeyman with different masters, after which he began to
think of doing business for himself; but not having the freedom of the city,
he was obliged to purchase it from the Society of Surgeon-Barbers, of which
corporation he accordingly became a member the 19th December 1771, upon
paying about L.40 sterling.

¢ This business he carried on with great success for several years, being em-
ployed by a number of the principal nobility and gentry in and about Edin-
burgh. Among other genteel customers, he was employed by the late William
Nisbet, Esq. of Dixleton, who not only employed him in town, but also took him
various jaunts through the country with him in his machine ; and at last became
8o fond of him, that for several years before he died, particularly the two last,
(1783 and 1784,) he had him almost constantly with him, by night and by day.

¢ The leisure time he had on these occasions, while he lodged at Mr Nisbet's
house, afforded him an opportunity, which he took care not to meglect, of
gratifying the natural propensity of his genius, by improving himself in drawing ;
and Mr Nisbet having approved of his exertions, and encouraged him in the
pursuit, he executed at this time a great number of miniature paintings—some
of which are still in the possession of the family of Dirleton, and the greater
part in his own.

¢ It should have been mentioned earlier in the order of chronology, that
our hero married, so eaxly as the twentieth year of his age, Miss Lilly Steven,
who bore him ten children, all of whom died young except his eldest som,
‘William, who was named after Mr Nisbet, and who seems to inherit his father’s
talent for drawing. Mrs Kay died in March 1785, and after living upwards of
two years a widower, our hero married his present wife, Miss Margaret Scott,
with whom he now lives very happily.

¢ Mr Nisbet of Dirleton, previous to his death, sensible that, by occupying
80 much of Mr Kay’s time, he could not but hurt his business, although he sent
money regularly to Mrs Kay, had often promised to make him amends by settling
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a genteel annuity upon him. This, however, from his debilitated habit of
body, was delayed from time to time, till death put it out of his power. But, to
the honour of his heir, he was so sensible of Mr Kay’s good offices to his father,
as wel]l as of his father’s intentions, that he voluntarily made a settlement of
L.20 per annum for life upon him.

“« After the death of his patron, our suthor attempted to etch in aquafortis,
and having published some of his Prints executed in this way, he met with so
much unexpected success, that he st last determined to drop his old profession
altogether, which he did accordingly in 1785.

¢ Our author has drawn himself, in this Print, sitting in a thoughtful posture,
in an antiquated chair, (whereby he means to represent his love of antiquities,)
with his favourite eat (the largest it is believed in Scotland) sitting upon the
back of it ; several pictures hanging behind him; a bust of Homer, with his
painting utensils on the table before him, a scroll of paper in his hand, and a
volume of his works upon his knee.”

Mr Kay continued from the above period till about the year 1817 to exer-
cise his talents in engraving. For a period of nearly half a century, few persons
of any notoriety who figured in the 8cotish capital have escaped his notice, and
he has occasionally indulged himself in caricaturing such local incidents as
might amuse the public.

In this way he has formed s collection altogether unique; and we concur
with Mr Chambers ® in thinking, that * it may with safety be affirmed that no city
in the crapire can boast of so curious a chronicle.” It is right, in addition to this,
to mention that his etchings are universally admitted to possess ome merit,
which of itself stamps them with value, namely, that of being exact and faithful
likenesses of the parties intended to be represented.

The emoluments derived from his engravings and painting miniature like-
nesses in water colours, tegether with the amnuity from the Dirleton family,
regularly paid by 8ir Henry Jardine, rendered him tolerably independent.

He had a small print-shop on the south side of the Parliament Square, in
which he sold his productions, and the windows of which, being always filled
with his more recent works, used to be a great attraction to the idlers of the
time. It was, with the rest of the old buildings in the square, destroyed by
the great fire in November 1824,

In his outward appearance he was a slender, straight old man, of middle size,
and usually dressed in a garb of antique cut, of simple habits, and quiet unas-

_suming manners, He died at his house, No. 227, High Street, Edinburgh,

21st February 1826, in the eighty-fourth year of his age. His widow survived
him upwards of nine years; her death took place in November 1885. The
son alluded to by Mr Kay in his biography, predeceased his father.

® ¢ Biogrsphioal Dictionary of Illustrious Scotsmen.”
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No. IL.—X Triumbirate.

THE DAFT HIGHLAND LAIRD.
JOHN DHU, OR DOW, arias MACDONALD.

AND JAMIE DUFF, AN IDIOT.

TaE first of these worthies, who is in the act of holding up a staff sur-
mounted by the representation of a human head and face, was a gentleman by
birth, his proper name and title being James Robertson of Kincraigie, in Perth-
shire. He was a determined Jacobite, and had been engaged in the Rebellion
of 1745, for which he was confined in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh.

It was during this incarceration that the Laird exhibited those symptoms of
derangement which subsequently caused him to obtain the soubriquet of the
¢ Daft Highland Laird.” His lunacy was first indicated by a seri¢s of splendid
entertainments to all those who chose to come, no matter who they were.

His insanity and harmlessness having become known to the authorities, they
discharged him from the jail, from which, however, he was no sooner ejected
than he was pounced upon by his friends, who having cognosced him in the
usual manner, his younger brother was, it is understood, appointed his curator
or guardian. By this prudent measure his property was preserved against any
attempts which might be made by designing persons, and an adequate yearly
allowance was provided for his support. A moderate income having in this way
beensecured to the Laird, he was enabled to maintain the character of a de-
ranged gentleman with some degree of respectability, and he enjoyed, from
this time forward, a total immaunity from all the cares of life. When we say,
however, that the Laird was freed from all care and anxiety, we hazarded some-
thing more than the facts warrant. There was one darling wish of his heart
that clung to him for many a day, which certainly it was not very easy to gratify.
This was his extreme anxiety to be hanged, drawn, arrd quartered, as a rebel par-
tisan of the house of Stuart, and a sworn and deadly foe to the reigning dynasty.
He was sadly annoyed that nobody would put him in jail as a traitor, or attempt
to bring him to trial. It would have been a partial alleviation of his grief, if he
could have got any benevolent person to have accused him of tresson. - It was
in vain that he drank healths to the Pretender—in vain that he bawled treason

in the streets ; there was not one who would lend a helping-hand to procure him

the enjoyment of its pains and penalties.

The Laird, although he uniformly insisted on being a martyr to the cause
of the Chevalier, seemed to feel that there was something wanting to complete
his pretensions to that character—that it was hardly compatible with the unre-
strained liberty he enjoyed, the ease and comfort in which he lived, and the total
immunity from any kind of suffering which was permitted him ; and hence his
anxiety to bring down upon himself the vengeance of the law.
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Failing, however, in every attempt to provoke the hostility of Government,
and thinking, in his despair of success, that if he could once again get within
the walls of a jail, it would be at any rate something gained ; and that his
incarceration might lead to the result he was so desirous of obtaining, he fell on
the ingenious expedient of running in debt to hia landlady, whom, by s threat of
non-payment, he induced to incarcerate him, This delightful consummation
accordingly took place, and the Laird was made happy by having so far got, as
he imagined, on the road to martyrdom,

It was a very easy matter to get the Laird into jail, but it was by no means
80 easy a one to get him out again. Indeed, it was found next to impossible.
No entreaties would prevail upon him to quit it, even after the debt for which
he was imprisoned was paid. There he insisted on remasining until he should be
regularly brought to trisl for high treason. At last a stratagem was resorted to,
to induce him to remove. One morning two soldiers of the Town-Guard ap-
" peared in his spartment in the prison, and informed him that they had come to
escort him to the Justiciary Court, where the Judges were assembled, and wait-
ing for his presence, that they might proceed with his trial for high tregson.

Overjoyed with the delightful intelligence, the Laird instantly sccompanied
the soldiers down stairs, when the latter having got him fairly outside of the
Jjail, locked the door to prevent his re-entering, and deliberately walked off,
lpaving the amazed and disappointed candidate for a halter, to reflest on the
slippery trick that had just been played him.

The Laird, after this, having, it would seem, shandoned all hope of being
hanged, betook himself to an amusement which contipued to divert him during
the remainder of his life, This was carving in wood, for which he had s talent,
the heads of public personages, or of any others who became special objects
of his dislike, snd in some cases of those, too, for whom he entertgined a
directly opposite feeling ; thus, amongst his eolection were those of the Pre-
tender, and several of his most noted adherents.

These litle figures he stuck on the end of a steff or cane, whieh, as he
walked about, he held up to public view. His enemies, or such as he believed
to be such, were always done in s style of the most ridiculous caricature. The
Laird exhibited a new figure every day of the year, sud as this wgs expected
of him, the question, “ Wha hae ye up the day, Laird ?” was frequently put to
him, when he would readily give every informstion on the subject required.

‘When the print to which this notice refers was first exhibited, the Laird re-
taliated by mounting a caricatyre likeness of the limner on his steff; and when
asked for the usual information demanded in such cases, * Don’t you see it's
the barber 7™ he would reply; ‘ and wasn’t it a wige thing of him, when draw-
ing twa daft men, to put a sodger between them ?” On another occasion, meeting
the Honouzable Henry Jirskine one day as he was about to enter the Parlis-
ment House, of which the Laird was 8 great frequenter, the former inquired
how he did: “ Oh, very weel !” answered the Laird;  but I'll tell ye what,
Harry, tak’ in Justice wi’ ye,” pointing to one of the statues over the old porch

B
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of the Parliament House, * for she has stood lang i’ the outside, and it wad be
a treat for her to see the inside, like other strangers !™

He was of a kindly and inoffensive disposition, and, in keeping with this
character, was extremely fond of children, and of those young persons generally
who treated him with becoming respect. For these he always carried about with
him in his pocket a large supply of tops, peeries, and tee-fotums, of his own
manufacture, which he distributed liberally amongst them ; while to adults
he was equally generous in the articles of snuff and tobacco, giving these freely
to all who chose to enter into conversation with him. The Laird was t.hus 8
general favourite with both young and old.

He resided on the Castlehill, and was most frequently to be seen there, and
in the Grassmarket, Lawnmarket, and Bow-head.

He wore a cocked Highland bonnet, as represented in the picture, which is
an admirable likeness, was handsome in person, and possessed of great bodily
strength. He died in July 1790. He retained to his dying hour his alle-
giance to the House of Stuart ; and, about two years before his demise, gave a
decisive instance of it, by creating a disturbance at Bishop Abernethy Drum-
mond’s chapel, in consequence of the reverend gentleman and his congrega-
tion, who had previously been Nonjurants, praying for King George I1I.

JOHN DHU, the centre figure on the print, was, in the days of Mr Kay, a
distinguished member of the Town-Guard, a band of civic militia, or armed
police, which existed in Edinburgh till 1817, and of which some notice will be
subsequently presented. John, a Highlander by birth, was conspicuous for his
peculiarly robust and rough appearance, which was of itself as effectual in keep-
ing the younger and more mischievous part of the population in awe, as any ten
Lochaber axes in the corps. The author of Waverley speaks of him somewhere,
as one of the fiercest-looking fellows he had ever seen. In facing the unruly
mobs of those days, John had shown such a degree of valour as to impress the
Magistrates with a high sense of his utility as a public servant. That such an
image of military violence should have been necessary at the close of the
eighteenth century, to protect the peace of a British city, presents us with a singular
contrast of what we lately were, and what we have nowbecome. On one occasion,
about the time of the French Revolution, when the Town-Guard had been
signalising the King’s birth-day by firing in the Parliament Square, being un-
usually pressed and insulted by the populace, this undaunted warrior turned
upon one peculiarly outrageous member of the democracy, and, with one blow
of his battle-axe, laid him lifeless on the causeway.

With all this vigour in the execution of his duty, John Dhu is represented as
having been, in reality, a kind-hearted man, exceedingly gentle and affectionate
to his wife, and of so obliging a disposition, that he often did the duty of his
brethren as well as his own, thereby frequently exposing himself to an amount
of fatigue that few men could have borne.
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JAMIE DUFTF, the third figure in the print, was long conspicuous upon
the streets of Edinburgh as a person of weak intellects, and of many grotesque
peculiarities. He was the child of a poor widow who dwelt in the Cowgate, and
was chiefly indebted for subsistence to the charity of those who were amused
by his odd but harmless manners. This poor creature had a passion for attend-
ing funerals, and no solemnity of that kind could take place in the city without
being graced by his presence. He usually took his place in front of the saulies
or ushers, or, if they were wanting, at the head of the ordinary company; thus
forming a kind of practical burlesque upon the whole ceremony, the toleration
of which it is now difficult to account for. To Jamie himself, it must be
allowed, it was as serious a matter as to any of the parties more immediately con-
cerned. He was most scrupulous both as to costume and countenance, never
appearing without crape, cravat, and weepers, and a look of downcast woe in the
highest degree edifying. It is true the weepers were but of paper, and the
cravat, as well as the general attire, in no very fair condition. He had all the
merit, nevertheless, of good intention, which he displayed more particularly on
the occurrence of fanerals of unusual dignity, by going previously to a most
respectable hatter, and getting his hat newly tinctured with the dye of sorrow,
and the crape arranged so as to hang & little lower down his back.

By keeping a sharp look-out after prospective funerals, Jamie succeeded in
securing nearly all the enjoyment which the mortality of the city was capable of
affording. It nevertheless chanced that one of some consequence escaped his
vigilance. He was standing at the well drawing water, when, lo! a funeral
procession, and a very stately one, appeared. 'What was to be done?
He was wholly unprepared: he had neither crape nor weepers, and there
was now no time to assume them; and moreover, and worse than all this,
he was encumbered with a pair of “ stowps!™ It was a trying cese; but
Jamie’s enthusiasm in the good cause overcame all difficulties. He stepped
out, took his usual place in advance of the company, stoups and all, and,
with one of these graceful appendages in each hand, moved on as chief usher
of the procession. The funeral party did not proceed in the direction of
any of the usual places of interment. It took quite a contrary direction. It
left the town : this was odd ! It held on its way: odder still! Mile after mile
passed away, and still there was no appearance of a consummation. Onand on
the procession went, but Jamie, however surprised he might be at the unusual
circumstance, manfully kept his post, and with indefatigable perseverance con-
tinued to lead on. In short, the procession never halted till it reached the sea-
side at Queensferry, a distance of about nine miles, where the party composing
it embarked, coffin and all, leaving the poor fool on the shore, gazing after
them with a most ludicrous stare of disappointment and amazement. Such a
thing had never occurred to him before in the whole course of his experience.

Jamie’s attendance at funerals, however, though unquestionably proceeding
from a pure and disinterested passion for such ceremonies, was also a source of
considerable emolument to him, as his spontaneous services were as regularly
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paid for as those of the hired officials ; a douceur of a shilling, or half-a-crown
being generally given on such occasions.

We come now to view the subject of our memoir as a civic dignitary—as
Bailie Duff—a title which was given him by his contemporaries, and which
posterity has recognised. The history of his elevation is short and simple.
Jamie was smitten with the ambition of becoming a magistrate ; and at once, to
realize his own notions on this subject, and to establish his claims to the envied
dignity in the eyes of others, he procured and wore a brass medal and chain,
in imitation of the gold insignia worn by the city magistrates, and com-
pleted his equipment by mounting a wig and cocked hat. Jamie now became
a veritable bailie; and his claims to the high honour—it gives us pleasure to
record the fact—were cheerfully acknowledged.

At one period of the Bailie's magisterial carcer, however, his pretensions
certainly were disputed by one individual; and by whom does the reader
imagine? Why, by a genuire dignitary of corresponding rank—a member
of the Town-Council! This person was dreadfully shocked at this pro-
fanation of things sacred, and he ordered his brother-magistrate, Duff, to be
deprived of his insignia, which was accordingly done. City politics running
high at this time, this odd, and it may be added absurd, exercise of power, was
unmercifully satirized by the lacal poets and painters of the day.

It may not be without interest to know that this poor imocent manifested
much filial affection. To his mother he was ever kind and sttentive, and so
anxious for her comfort, that he would consume none of the edibles he collected,
till he had carried them home, and allowed her an opportunity of partaking of
them. So rigid was he in his adherence to this laudable rule, that he made no
distinction between solids and fluids, but insisted on having all deposited in
his pocket.

The Bailie, at one period, conceived a great aversion to silver money, from
a fear of being enlisted; and in order to make sure of escaping this danger,
having no thirst whatever for military glory, he steadily refused all silver coin ;
when his mother, discovering that his excessive caution in this matter had a
serious effect on their casual income, got his nephew, a boy, to accompany him
in the character of receiver-general and purse-bearer; and by the institution of
this officer, the difficulty was got over, and the Bailie relieved from all appre-
hension of enlistment.

He was tall and robust, with a shrinking, shambling gsit, and usually wore
his stockings hanging loose sbout his heels, as will be shown by a full-length
portrait of him done by Kay at an after period. He never eould speak dis-
tinctly, though it was remarked, that, when irritated, he could make a shift to
swear. He died ia 1788.
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* No. III.
FRANCIS M‘NAB, ESQ. OF M‘NAB.

ScoTLAND, about the close of the eighteenth century, contained few men of
greater local notoriety than the herculean. Highlander, whom Mr Kay has here
represented in the act of reeling along the North Bridge, a little declined
from the perpendicular. ¢ The Laird of M‘Nab,” as he was commonly called,
represented his clan at a time when the ancient peculiarities of the manners and
ideas of a Highland chief were melting into an union with those of a Lowland
gentleman. A strong dash of the primitive eharacter,- joined te-much natural
eccentricity, tended to make him a wonder in the midst of the cultivated so-
ciety of his day. To complete the effect of his singular manners, his person
was cast in one of nature’s most gigantic moulds.

A volume, and that not a small one, might be filled with the curious say-
ings and doings of this singular gentleman; but unfortunately the greater part
of them, for reasons which may be guessed, could not, with any degree of pro-
priety, be laid before the public.

The Laird was remarkable, above all things, for his notions of the dignity of
his chieftainship. - A gentleman, who had come from a great distance to pay him
a visit, either ignorant of, or forgetting the ehquette to be observed in speaking
to or of a Highland chieftain, inquired if Mr M‘Nab was within 7—* Mr™ be-
ing a contemptible Saxon prefix, applied to every one who wears a passable
coat, and well enough probably in the case of those ignoble persons who earn
their bread by a profession, but not at all fit te be attached to the name of &
Highland chief. The consequence of this error of the Laird’s visiter was, that
he was refused admittance—a fact the more astonishing to himself, as he dis-
tinctly heard the Laird’s voice in the lobby. In explanation of his blunder,
he was told by a friend that he should have inquired, not for M» M‘Nab,
but for the Laird of M‘Nab, or simply M‘Nab, by way of eminence. Acting
on this hint, he called on the following day, and was not only admitted, but re-
ceived with a most cordial and hearty welcome.

Of the Laird’s literary attainments, some anecdotes have found their way into
the jest-books. 1In one of these he is represented as laying_the blame of cer-
tain orthographical errors with which he was charged on one occasion, to the
badness of his pen, triumphantly asking his accuser, *“ Wha could spell with
gic a pen ?”

Of a piece with this, and indicating a somewhat similar degree of intellectual
culture, was his going to a jeweller to bespeak a ring, similar to one worn by a
friend of his which had taken his fancy, and which was set either with the hair
of Charles Edward, or some other member of his family, the latter circumstance *
of course constituting its chief value. * But how soon,” said the jeweller, whom

C
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he was for binding down to a day for the completion of the work,  will you
send me the hair ?*—* The hair, sir!™ replied M‘Nab fiercely; * Py Cot, sir,
you must give me the hair to the pargain ™

In cases, however, where the Laird is exhibited in the exercise of his own
native wit, he by no means cuts the ridiculous figure he is made to do in such
stories a8 the above. The Laird was a regular attendant on the Leith races,
at which he usually appeared in a rather flashy-looking gig. On one of these
occasions he had the misfortune to lose his horse, which suddenly dropped
down dead. At the races in the following year, 8 wag who had witnessed the
catastrophe, rode up to him and said, * M‘Nab, is that the same horse you had
last year ?”

No, py Cot !” replied the Laird, *“but this is the same whip ;™ and he was
about to apply it to the shoulders of the querist, when he saved himself by a
speedy retreat.

On the formation of the Local Militia in 1808, M‘Nab being in Edinburgh,
applied for arms for the Breadalbane corps of that force, but which he ought to
have called the 4th Perthshire Local Militia. The storekeeper not recogni-
sing them by the name given by M‘Nab, replied to his application that he did
not know such a corps. .

“ My fine little storekeeper,” rejoined the Laird, highly offended at the con-
tempt implied in this answer, * that may be ; but, take my word for it, we do not
think a bit the less of ourselves by your not knowing us.”

This original character, but kind, single-minded man, died unmarried ® at Cal-
lendar, in Perthshire, on the 25th June 1816, in the eighty-second year of his age.

No. IV.

THREE GIANTS, WITH A GROUP OF SPECTATORS.

Tais Print exhibits CHARLES BYRNE, the Irish giant, and two other
giants, also Irishmen, who, although not in Edinburgh at the same time, have
been placed by the artist in one group.

The spectators are—Lord Monboddo, whose head appears in the back-
ground ; William Richardson, solicitor-at-law, on the left behind; and Mr
Bell, engraver, in front ; on the right, Bailie Kyd, a lady, and a dwarf,

Byrme, the central of the three principal figures, was eight feet two inches in
height, and proportionably thick. He was born in Ireland, of which country

@ On one occasion when the opposite counsel, in one of his many causes in the Court of Session, was
animadverting on the immoral character of the Laird, be observed that it was currently reported that he
had no loes than twenty-seven natural children in the quarter where he lived. The Laird, being in Court,

. Tose up and said, ¢ It is a pig lee, my Lord, for I have only four-and-twenty.” One evening, being at &
party, a number of young ladies very jocularly asked bim why he never took a wife ? He good-humour-
edly replied, * My tears, I love you all so well that I can't think of marrying any one of you.”

_ m——
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his father was a native, but his mother was a Scotswoman. He travelled the
country for the purpose of exhibiting his huge person. When in Edinburgh,
he is said to have had great difficulty in getting up and down the narrow
stairs of the Old T'own, being obliged to crawl on all-fours.

It is also related of him, that he dreadfully alarmed the watchmen on the
North Bridge, early one winter's moming, by lighting his pipe at one of the
lamps ; which he did with the greatest ease, without standing even on tiptoe.
He died 1st June 1788, in Cockspur Street, Charing-Cross, London, aged only
twenty-two. His death was occasioned by excessive drinking, to which he was
always addicted, but more particularly after a loss he had sustained of almost
all his savings, amounting to upwards of £700.* In his last moments, he
requested that his ponderous remains might be thrown into the ses, in order
that his bones might be placed far out of the reach of the chirurgical fraternity ;
and it was reported that his body was shipped on board a vessel, to be con-
veyed to the Downs to be sunk in twenty fathoms of water.

In the Edinburgh Evening Courant, June 9 and 10, 1783, the following
notices, relative to the disposal of his body, are to be found :—

¢ The coffin of Mr Charles Byme, the Irish giant, aged twenty-three years,
measures eight feet five inches within side, and the outside case nine feet four
mches, and the circumference of his shoulders measures three feet four inches.”

¢ Yesterday morning, June 6, the body of Byme, the famous Irish giant,
(who died a few days ago,) was carried to Margate, in order to be thrown into
the sea, agreeable to his own request, he having been apprehensive that the
surgeons would anatomize him.”

It is to be presumed that this fancy as to the disposal of his body was in
some way obviated, as his skeleton is said to be now in the Hunterian Museum,
Royal College of Surgeons, London. A correspondent of the Gentleman’s
Magasine, Vol. XXXIII., p. 541, observes, * That Mr Byrne, in August
1780, measured exactly eight feet ; that, in 1782, he had gained two inches;
and, that after he was dead, he measured eight feet four inches. Neither his
father, mother, brother, nor any other person of the family, was of an extra-
ordinary size.”

The two Irish giants, who are placed on each side of Byme, visited Edin-
burgh in July 1784. Their presence in the northern capital was announced by
various advertisements, of which we subjoin the following as a specimen :—

“ JRISH GIANTS.

¢ The most surprising Gigantic Twin Brothers are just arrived in Edin-
burgh, and to be seen in an elegant apartment at Mr Robertson’s, Ladies’
Hair-dresser, No. 2, opposite to the Register Office, Prince’s Street.
® After the death of Byrne, the note for £700 was traced to & Mr Atkinson, who insisted that be
had given value for it ; but the Giant’s executor having proved that notice had been given of the theft

previous to tho exchange of the note, an action at law for the amount was compromised by & payment
of £500.
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¢ These wonderful Irish Giants are but twenty-three years of age, and measure
very near eight feet high. These extraordinary young men have had the honour
to be seen by their Majesties and Royal Family at Windsor, in November
1788, with great applause ; and likewise by Gentlemen of the Faculty, Royal
Society, and other admirers of natural curiosity, who allow them to surpass any
thing of the same kind ever offered to the public. Their address is singular
and pleasing : their persons truly shaped and proportioned to their height, and
affords an agreeable surprise. They excel the famous Maximilian Miller,
born in 1674, shown in London in 1733 ;* and the late Swedish Giant will
scarce admit of comparison. To enumerate every particular would be too
tedious ; let it suffice to say, that they are beyond what is set forth in ancient
or modern history. The ingenious and judicious who have honoured them
with their company, have bestowed the most lavish encomiums ; and, on their
departure, have expressed their approbation and satisfaction. In short, the
sight of them is more than the mind can conceive, the tongue express, or pencil
delineate, and stands without a parallel in this or in any other country.

¢ Take them for all in all, we shall scarce
Look on their like again.’

“ Ladies and Gentlemen are respectfully informed, that their hours of admit-
tance are from ten in the morning to three in the afternoon, and from four to
nine in the evening, every day, (Sundays excepted.)

“ Price of admittance, One Shilling.——July 27th, 1784.”

These * interesting™ youths left Edinburgh for Aberdeen in the month of
August following, proposing “to stop in a few towns on their way,” to astonish
the natives. 'Whether they ever again visited Edinburgh has not been
ascertained. :

BAILIE JOHN KYD, a bachelor, who once made no small noise in the
city, especially at the time the Print of the  Kid and the Goat” was done,
was a wine-merchant in that large land at the head of the Cowgate, opposite
the Candlemaker Row, first door up stairs, in the flat immediately below Mrs
Syme, grandmother to Lord Brougham. He was third Bailie in 1769 ; first

. Bailie in 1772 ; and Dean of Guild in 1774 and 1775. He died, it is under-

stood, early in the year 1810.

WILLIAM RICHARDSON, solicitor-at-law—the gentleman in the back-
ground on the left—was in his time eminent in his profession, and much re-
spected as Preses of the Society of Solicitors. He died, the oldest member
of that Society, at Edinburgh, on the 6th of July 1801, being seventy-eight
years of age.

# « Dec, 12, 1734.—This day died the tall Saxon, being about seven feet ten inches high.™
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ANDREW BELL, the very odd-looking gentleman on the left, was an
engraver ; and however little flattering this representation of his person may be
considered, it is nevertheless perfectly correct—his nose to a hair's-breadth, and
the angle of his legs to a point. Mr Bell began his professional career in the
humble employment of engraving letters, names, and crests on gentlemen’s
plate, dog’s collars, and so forth ; but subsequently rose to be the first in his
line in Edinburgh. His success, however, can scarcely be attributed to any
excellence he ever attained as an engraver, but rather to the result of a for-
tunate professional speculation in which he engaged. This was the publication
of the Encyclopeedia Britannica, of which he was proprietor to the amount of
a half ; and to which he furnished the plates. By one edition of this work he
is said to have realized twenty thousand pounds.

Mr Bell did not possess the advantage of a liberal education, but this de- .
ficiency he in some measure obviated in after life by extensive reading, and
by keeping the society of men of letters, of which aids to intellectual im-
provement he made so good a use that he became remarkable for the extent
of his information, and so agreeable a companion that his company was in great
request.

Mr Bell was a true philosopher: so far from being ashamed of the unneces-
sary liberality of nature in the article of nose, he was in the habit of making it
the groundwork of an amusing practical joke.

He carried about with him a still larger artificial nose, which, when any
merry party he happened to be with had got in their cups, he used to slip on,
unseen, above his own immense proboscis, to the inexpressible horror and amaze-
ment of those who were not aware of the trick. They had observed of course,
at the first, that Mr Bell’s nose was rather a striking feature of his face, but
they could not conceive how it had so suddenly acquired the utterly hideous
magnitude which it latterly presented to them.

Mr Bell was also remarkable for the deformity of his legs, upon which, how-
ever, he was the first person to jest. Once in a large company, when some
jokes had passed on the subject, he said, pushing out one of them, that he
would wager there was in the room a leg still more crooked. The company
denied his assertion and accepted the challenge, whereupon he very coolly
thrust out his other leg, which was still worse than its neighbour, and thus
geined his bet. :

Mr Bell acknowledged he was but a very indifferent engraver himself, yet he
reared some first-rate artists in that profession. He died much regretted, at his
own house in Laurieston Lane, at the advanced age of eighty-three, on the

10th of May 1809.
. D
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No. V.

LORD KAMES.
HUGO ARNOT, ESQ. OF BALCORMO, ADVOCATE.
LORD MONBODDO.

HENRY HOME, Lorp Kamxs, the first figure in this Print, well known
by his numerous works on law and metaphysics, was a judge of the Courts of
Session and Justiciary.

He was born in the county of Berwick, in the year 1695, and was descended
of an ancient but reduced family. But it was to his own exertions, his natural
talent and profound legal knowledge, that he was indebted for the high rank
and celebrity he subsequently attained ; for his father was in straitened circum-
stances, and unable to extend to him any such aid as wealth could afford.

His lordship was early destined for the profession of the law, in which he
wisely began at the beginning ; having started in his career as a writer’s appren-
tice, with the view of acquiring a competent knowledge of the forms and practi-
cal business of ceurts. After long and successful practice at the bar, he was
raised to the bench, and took his seat 6th February 1752.

Lord Kames possessed a flow of spirits, and a vivacity of wit, and liveliness of
fancy, that rendered his society exceedingly delightful, and particularly accept-
able to the ladies, with whom he was in high favour. He is accused of having
become in his latter years somewhat parsimonious; what truth may have been
i the accusation we know not. .

Notwithstanding the general gravity of his pursuits, his lordship was natu-
nally of a playful disposition, and fond of a harmless practical joke, of which a
curious instance is on record.

A Mr Wingate, who had been his private tutor in early life, but who had
by no means made himself agreeable to him, called upon him after he had be-
come eminent in his profession, to take his opinion regarding the validity of
certain title-deeds which he held for a sum of money advanced on land. The
lawyer, after carefully examining them, looked at his old master with an air of
the most profound concern, and expressed a hope that he had not concluded
the bargain. ‘The alarmed pedagogue, with a most rueful countenance, answered
that he had ; when Mr Home gravely proceeded to entertain him with a lami-
nous exposition of the defects of the deeds, showing, by a long series of legal
and technical objections, that they were not worth the value of the parchment
on which they were written. Having enjoyed for some time Wingate’s distress,
he relieved the sufferer by thus addressing him—* You may remember, sir,
how you made me smart in days of yore for very small offences : now, I think
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our accounts are closed. Take up your papers, man, and go home with an
easy mind ; your titles are excellent.”

Amongst his lordship’s singularities, which were not a few, was an unaccount-
able predilection for a certain word, more remarkable for its vigour than its
elegance, which he used freely even on the bench, where it certainly must
have sounded very oddly. This peculiarity is pointed out in the amusing poem,
entitled the * Court of Session Garland,” by James Boswell—

¢ Alemoor the judgment ss illegal blames—
¢ *Tis equity, you b—A,’ replics my Lord Kames.”

About a week before his death, which was the result of extreme old age,
feeling his end approaching, he went to the Court of Session, addressed all
the judges separately, told them he was speedily to depart, and bade them s
solemn and affectionate farewell. On reaching the door, however, he turned
round, and, bestowing a last look on his sorrowing brethren, made his exit, ex-
claiming, ¢ Fare ye a’ weel, ye b—hes !”

Not more than four days before his demise, a friend called on his Jordship,
and found him, although in a state of great languor and debility, dictating to
an amanuensis. He expressed his surprise at seeing him so actively employed.
“ Ye b—h,” replied Kames, “ would you have me stay with my tongue in my
cheek till death comes to fetch me!™ A day or two after this, he told the
celebrated Dr Cullen that he earnestly wished to be away, because he was
exceedingly curious to learn the nature and manners of another world. He
added—** Doctor, as I never could be idle in this world, I shall willingly per-
form any task that may be imposed on me in the next.”

During the latter part of his life, he entertained a dread that he would out-
live his faculties, and was well pleased to find, from the rapid decay of his
* body, that he would escape this calamity by a speedy dissolution. He died,
after a short illness, on the 27th of December 1782, in the 87th year of his -

age.
His lordship lived in the self~contained house at the head of New Street,
fronting'the Canongate, east side, a house which was then considered one of the
first in the city. )
The works of Lord Kames are—‘° Remarkable Decisions of the Court of
Session, from 1706 to 1728,” folio ; * Essays upon several Subjects in Law,”
1782 ; *“ Decisions of the Court of Session, from its first institution till the
year 1740,” 1741—two volumes were afterwards added by Lord Woodhouse-
lee, and a Supplement by M‘Grugar; “ Essays on several Subjects concerning
British Antiquities,” 1747;  Eesays on the Principles of Morality and
Natural Religion, in Two Parts,” 1751, 8vo ; “ The Statute Law of Scotland,
abridged, with Historical Notes,” 1757, 8vo ; * Historical Law Tracts,” 1759,
8vo; ¢ The Principles of Equity,” 1760, folio; ¢ Introduction to the Art
of Thinking,” 1761, 12mo ; * Elements of Criticism,” 1762, 8vo, 8 vols.;
“ Remarkable Decisions of the Court of Session, from 1730 to 1752,” 1766,
folio ; * Gentleman Farmer,” 1772, 8vo; “ Sketches of the History of Man,”
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1778, 2 vols. 4to ; * Elucidations respecting the Common and Statute Law
of Scotland,” 1777, 8vo; ¢ Select Decisions of the Court of Session, from
1752 to 1768, 1780, folio; and * Loose Hints upon Education, chiefly
concerning the Culture of the Heart,” 1781, 8vo.

HUGO ARNOT, Esq., the singularly attenuated gentleman who appears
between Lord Kames and Lord Monboddo, was, in as far as his person is con-
cerned, a sort of natural curiosity. He was of great height, but, as the Print
shows, sadly deficient in breadth ; yet an intelligent friend, who has contributed
some information to this work, and who knew him well, complains that the
limner has made him  really foo solid !™ 1If this be so, it is an error which
is corrected in another likeness of him, which appears elsewhere in the present
work. Mr Amot’s person was, in truth, altogether an extraordinary and re-
markable one, and it was in consequence the source of many jests and witticisms.

Mr Aot was the son of a merchant and ship proprietor at Leith, where he
was born on the 8th December1749. His name was originally Pollock, but he
changed it in early life to Amot, on the occasion of his falling heir, through his
mother, to the estate of Balcormo in Fife.* He was bred to the law, and
became a member of the Faculty of Advocates in the year 1772. A severe
asthma, however, which was greatly aggravated by almost every kind of exer-
tion, proved a serious obstruction to his progress at the bar, where, but for this
unfortunate circumstance, there is little doubt that his talents would have raised
him to eminence. '

Mr Amot published in 12mo, London, 1776, “ An Essay on Nothing, a
Discourse delivered in a Society,” which was favourably received.

In 1779, appeared his “History of Edinburgh,” which makes, perhaps, as near
an approach to classical excellence as any topographical publication which has
ever appeared in Scotland. The merit of this work is sufficiently expressed in
the fact of its not having been thrown into the shade, either in respect of infor-
mation or compogition, by any subsequent production. In 1785, Mr Amot
published a ¢ Collection of Celebrated Criminal Trials, with Historical and
Critical Remarks,” which added considerably to the reputation of its author.

Prior to the publication of this curious work, Arnot quarrelled with the
booksellers ; and, in December 1784, he advertised the book to be published by
subscription, adding, “ Mr Arnot printed, a few days ago, a prospectus of the
work, that the public might form some idea of its nature, and he sent it to be
hung up in the principal booksellers in town; but they have thought proper
to refuse, in a body, to allow the prospectus and subscription papers to hang in
their shops. The prospectus will therefore be seen at the Royal Exchange
Coffee-House, Exchange Coffee-House, Prince’s Street Coffee-House, and
Messrs Corri and Sutherland’s Music-Shop, Edinburgh, and Gibb’s Coffee-
House, Leith.”

® ¢« Died Decomber 5, 1773, at her house in Fifeshire, Mrs Aot of Balcormo, relict of the deocased
Mr Pollock, merchant.”
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Mr Amot, in his day, enjoyed an unusually large share of local popularity,
proceeding from a combination of circumstances—his extraordinary figure, his
abilities, his public spirit, his numerous eccentricities, and his caustic wit and
humour. The reverse of Falstaff in figure, he resembled that creature of imagina-
tion in being not only witty himself, but the cause of wit in others. The jest
of Henry Erskine, who, meeting him in the act of eating a spelding or dried
haddock, complimented him on looking so like his meat, was but one of many
which his extraordinary tenuity gave rise to. .

Going alongst the North Bridge one day, Mr Amot, who was of so extremely
nervous and irritable a'disposition that he appeared, when walking the streets,
as if constantly under the apprehension of some impending danger, was suddenly
surrounded by half-a-dozen unruly curs in the course of their gambols. This
was a trying situation for a man of his weak nerves; but he wanted only pre-
sence of mind, not courage, and the latter, after a second or two, came to his
aid. It rose with the occasion, and he began to brandish his stick ; striking
right and left, in front and in rear, with a rapidity and vigour that kept the
enemy at bay, and made himself, in a twinkling, the centre of a canine circle.
The resolution, however, which had come so opportunely to his assistance on
this occasion, in the end gave way. Perceiving a break in the enemy’s lines,
he bolted through, turned again round, and thus, keeping the foe in front,
retreated, still flourishing his stick, till he got his back against a wall,
where, though it does not appear that he was pursued by the dogs, he continued
the exercise of his cudgel for some time with unabated vigour, as if still in
contact with the enemy, to the great amusement of the bystanders, amongst
whom recognising a young man whom he knew, he roared out to him in a voice
almost inarticulate with excessive agitation—‘ W——1I, you scoundrel ! why
did you not assist me when you saw me in such danger ?”

The man whom nervous disease placed in this grotesque attitude was origi-
nally of an intrepid mind, as is sufficiently proved by several incidents in his
early life. One of them was his riding to the end of the Pier of Leith on a
spirited horse, when the waves were dashing over it in such a way as to impress
every onlooker with the belief that he could not fail to be swept into the sea.

Another, was his accepting the challenge of an sanonymous foe, who took
offence at*a political pamphlet he had written. This person called on him to
meet him in the King's Park, naming the particular place and time. Mr Aot
repaired to the spot at the appointed hour; but, though he waited long, no
antagonist presented himself.

In his professional capacity he was guided by a sense of honour, and of moral
obligation, to which he never scrupled to sacrifice his interests. He would take
in hand no one cause, of the justice and legality of which he was not perfectly
satisfied. On one occasion, a case being submitted to his consideration, which
seemed to fiim to possess neither of these qualifications—* Pray,” said he, with
a grave countenance to the intending litigant, ‘“ what do you suppose me to be ?”
—* Why,” answered the latter, ¢ I understand you to be a lawyer."—“ I

E
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thought, Sir,” said Armot, sternly,  you took me for a scoundrel!™ The man
withdrew, not a little abashed at this plump insinuation of the dishonesty of his
intentions.

On another occasion, he was waited upon by a lady not remarkable either for
youth, beauty, or good temper, for advice as to her best method of getting rid
of the importunities of a rejected admirer, when, after telling her story, the fol-
lowing colloquy took place :—

*“Ye maun ken, Sir,” said the lady, ¢ that I am a namesake o’ your ain.
I am the chief o’ the Amots.”

¢ Are you by Jing 7 replied Mr Amot.

““Yes, Sir, ] am; and ye maun just advise me what I ought to do with this
impertinent fellow 7™

,0h, marry him by all means ! It's the only way to get quit of his impor-
tunities.”

“ I would see him hanged first !” replied the lady, with emphatic indigna-
tion.

“ Nay, Madam,” rejoined Mr Arnot ; “marry him directly, as I said before,
and, by the lord Harry, he’ll soon hang himself !

The severe asthmatic complaint with which he was afflicted, subjected him
latterly to much bodily suffering. When in great pain one day from difficulty
of breathing, he was annoyed by the bawling of a man selling sand on the streets.

¢ The rascal !” exclaimed the tortured invalid, at once irritated by the voice,
and envious of ‘the power of lungs which occasioned it, *he spends as much
breath in a minute as would serve me for a month.”

Mr Amot had a habit of ringing his bell with great violence—a habit which
much annoyed an old maiden-lady who resided in the floor above him. The
lady complained of this annoyance frequently, and implored Mr Arnot to sound
his bell with a more delicate touch ; but to no purpose. At length, annoyed in
turn by her importunities, which he believed to proceed from mere querulous-
ness, he gave her to understand, in reply to her last message, that he would drop
the bell altogether. This he accordingly did ; but in its place substituted a pis-
tol, which he fired off whenever he desired the attendance of his servant, to the
great alarm of the invalid, who now as earnestly besought the restitution of the
bell, as she had requested its discontinuance.

Mr Armot died on the 20th November 1786, in the 87th year of his age, exhi-
biting, in the closing scene of his life, a remarksble instance of the peculiarity
of his character, and, it may be added, of his fortitude. For several weeks pre-
vious to his death, he regularly visited his appointed burial-place in South Leith
Churchyard, to observe the progress of some masons whom he had employed to
wall it in, and frequently expressed a fear that his death would take place before
they should have completed the work. .

JAMES BURNETT, LoroMoxzsoppo. This learned, ingenious, and ami-
able, but eccentric man, was one of the judges of the Court of Session. He was
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the eldest surviving son of James Burnett, Esq. of Monboddo, in the county of
Kincardine, where he was born in the year 1714.

His lordship received his initiatory education chiéfly at the school of Lau-
rencekirk, and afterwards was sent to King’s College, Aberdeen, where he dis-
tinguished himself by his proﬁewncy in ancient literature, the study of which, in
after life, became his ruling passion, and engrossed his attention to the entire
exclusion of the productions of modern talent.

Having been early destined for the bar, he proceeded, after completing his
literary education at Aberdeen, toGroningen, where he studied Civil Law for three
years. At the end of this period he came to Edinburgh, where he happened to
arrive on the forenoon of the day which concluded with the public murder, as it
might be called, of Captain Porteous. When about to retire to rest, his lord-
ship’s ouriosity was excited by a noise and tumult in the streets, and, in place of
going to bed, he slipped to the door half undressed, and with his nightcap on his
head. He speedily got entangled in the crowd of paseers-by, and was hurried
along with them to the Grassmarket, where he became an involuntary witness of
the last act of the tragedy. This scene made so deep an impression on his lord-
ship, that it not only deprived him of sleep during the remainder of the night,
but induced him to think of leaving the city altogether, as a place unfit for a
civilized being to live in, From this resolution, however, he was subsequently
diverted, on hearing an explanation of the whole circumstances connected with
the proceeding. His lordship frequently related this incident in after life, and
on these occasions described with much force the effect which it had upon him.

Lord Monboddo passed his Civil Law examinations upon the 12thof February
1787, and being found duly qualified, was admitted & member of the Faculty
of Advocates. In 1767 he was appointed & Lord of Session, and assumed the
Judicial designation by which he is now best known. It is a remarkable cir-
cumstance, that the seat on the bench occupied by his lordship was enjoyed by
only three persons (himself being one) during the long period of one hundred
and ten years.

Lord Monboddo's patrimonial estate was small, not producing during- the
greater part of his life more than L.800 a-year; yet of so generous and benevo-
lent a disposition was he, that he would not raise his rents, nor dismiss a poor
tenant for the sake of augmentation. It was his boast to have his lands more
numerously peopled: than any portion of equal extent in his neighbourhood.

When in the country, during the vacation of the Court of Session, he wore
the dress of a plain farmer, and lived on a footing of familiarity and kindness
with his tenantry that greatly endeared him to them.

His lordship’s private life was spent in the enjoyment of domestic felicity
and in the practice of all the social virtues. Though his habits were rigidly
temperate, there were few things he so much delighted in as the convivial society
of his friends, He wasa zealous patron of merit, and amongst those who expe-
rienced his friendship was the poet Burns.

Notwithstanding the amiable character of Lord Monboddo, and his many
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excellent qualities, he was not a little remarkable for his eccentricities, and for
the strangeness and oddity of some of his opinions and sentiments. The most
remarkable of these, as recorded by himself in his celebrated work on the Origin
and Progress of Language, is the assertion that “ the human race were originally
gifted with tails!” It was in allusion to this extraordinary discovery, that
Lord Kames, to whom he would on a certain occasion have conceded prece-
dency, declined it saying, “ By no means, my lord, you must walk first that I
may see your tail !

The work of his lordship above alluded to, was severely handled in the Edin-
burgh Magasine and Review, by Dr Gilbert Stuart, its editor, a severity
which is said to have occasioned the downfall of that publication by the general
offence which it gave. *

Many peculiarities also marked his lordship’s conduct in his official capacity,
for he brought them even into court with him. Amongst these was his never
sitting on the bench with his brethren, but underneath with the clerks, a pro-
ceeding which is said to have been owing to the circumstance of their lordships
having on one occasion decerned against him in a case when he was pursuer
for the value of a horse, and in which he pleaded his own cause at the bar.4
Genenally speaking, he was not inclined to assent to the decisions of his col-
Jeagues. On the contrary, he was often in the minority, and not unfre-
quently stood alone. He was nevertheless an eminent lawyer, and a most
upright judge, and had more than once the gratification of having his decision
confirmed in the House of Peers, when it was directly opposed to the unani-
mous opinion of his brethren. '

It has been already mentioned that an exclusive admiration of classic litera-
ture, which extended to every thing connected with it, formed a prominent fea-
ture in his lordshin’s character. This admiration he carried so far as to get up
suppers in imitation of the ancients. These he called his learned suppers.
He gave them once a-week, and his guests generally were Drs Black, Hutton,
and Hope, and Mr William Smellie, printer, including occasionally the son of
the gentleman last mentioned, the present Mr Alexander Smellie.

His lordship was in the habit for many years, during the vacations, of making
a journey to London, where he enjoyed the society of some of the most emi-
nent men of the period, then residing there, and frequently had the honour of
personal interviews with the King, who took much pleasure in conversing with
him.}

® To this work Hume, the historian, was a contributor.

4 This statement relative to the causo which induced his lordship to take his seat at the clerk’s table,
is somewhat doubtful ; the deafness under which he laboured, affords a much more satisfactory reason.
The first time be sat there, was upon occasion of the decision of the Douglas cause, when having been
originally the leading counsel on behalf of Archibald Douglas, (afterwards Lord Douglas,) be felt a deli-
eacy in giving his opinion from the bench, and preferred delivering it at the clerk's table. His speech in
favour of the paternity is admitted to have been the most able one on that side of the question.

+ During one of his visits to London, (May 1785,) be was present in the King's Bench, when, owing
to a falss ramour that the court-room wes falling, the judges, and lawyers, and visiters, made a rush to get
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These journeys his lordshlp always performed on horseback, as he would on
no account even enter a carriage, against the use of which he had two objec-
tions : First, that it was degrading to the dignity of human nature to be dragged
at the tails of horses, instead of being mounted on their backs ; and second, that
such effeminate conveyances were not in common use amongst the ancients.

He continued these annual equestrian journeys to London till he was up-
wards of eighty years of age. Oa his last visit, which he made on purpose to
take leave of all his friends in the metropolis, he was seized with a severe illness
on the road, and would probably have perished on the way-side, had he not
been overtaken accidentally by his friend Sir John Pringle, who prevailed upon *
him to travel the remainder of the stage in one of these vehicles for which he
entertained so profound a contempt. Next day, however, he again mounted his
horse, and finally arrived in safety and in good spirits at Edinburgh.

His lordship was very partial to a boiled egg, and often used to say, *“ Show
me any of your French cooks who can make a dish like this.”

Lord Monboddo died on the 27th May 1799, at the advanced age of eighty-
five.

His character is thus summed up in the first four lines of an epitaph written
on him by James Tytler, an unfortunate son of genius who had experienced his
benevolence : —

¢ If wisdom, learning, worth, demand a tear,
Weep o’er the dust of great Monboddo here ;
A judge upright, to mercy still inclined,

! A gen’rous friend, a father fond and kind.”

No. VI
CONTEMPLATION.

THis is another portrait of Lozp MoNBoDDO, representing him in his study,
engaged, we may presume, in composing his ¢ Essay on the Origin and Pro-
gress of Language.”

In a corner of the apartment hangs a picture, in which his lordship’s favourite
notion of tails is illustrated by a group of little fellows adorned with these ap-
pendages.

out, his lordship took it very coolly, as the following anccdote, extracted from one of the journals of the day,
evinces :—‘‘ In the curious rou’s of the lawyers® corps, it is singular that the only person who kept his
scat was & venerable stranger. Old Lord Monboddo, one of the 8cots fudges, was in the Court of King's
Bench, and being short sighted, nad rather dull in his hearing, ho sat still during the tumult, and did not
move from his place. Afterwards being asked why he did not bestir himself to avoid the ruin, be coolly
answered— that he thought it was an annwal ceremcny, with which, as an alien to our laws, he had
nothing to do!’ ™

F
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No. VIIL
LORD GARDENSTONE.

M=z Fravncis Garpen, judicially denominated Lord Gardenstone, was distin-
guished as a man of some talent and much eccentricity. Born in 1721, the second
"son of a Banffshire gentleman, he chose the profession of an advocate, and
was admitted a member of Faculty upon the 14th of July 1744. On the 8d of
July 1764, he was raised to the Bench. He is here represented in the latter
part of life, as he usually appeared in proceeding from his house at Momingside,
(the one next the Asylum,) to attend his duties in the Court. Kay has endea-
voured to represent him as, what he really was, a very timid horseman, mounted,
moreover, on a jaded old hack, which he had selected for its want of spirit, pre-
ccded by his favourite dog Smash, and followed bya Highland boy, whose duty
it was to take charge of his Rosinante on arriving at the Parliament House.

In carly life, Mr Garden participated largely in the laxities of the times.
He was one of those ancient heroes of the bar, who, after a night of hard
drinking, without having been to bed, and without having studied their causes,
would plead with great eloquence upon the mere strength of  what they
had:picked up from the oratory of the opposite counsel. * In 17‘-5 being in
arms as a loyal subject, he was despatched by Sir John Cope, vmh another
gentleman, to reconnoitre the approach of the Highland army from Dunbar.
As the two volunteers passed the bridge of Musselburgh, they pecollected a
house in that neighbourhood where they had often regaled therhselves with
oysters and sherry, and the opportunity of repeating the indulgence being
too tempting to be resisted, they thought no more of their military duty till a
straggling Highland recruit entered and took them both prisoners. John Roy
Stuart made a motion to hang them as spies; but their drunkenness joined so
effectually with their protestations, in establishing their innocene'e, that they
were soon after liberated on parole. +

In his more mature years, Lord Gardenstone distinguished hlmself by a bene-
volent scheme of a somewhat unusual kind. Having, in 1762, parchased the

- ® At one time there seems to have been a speculation set on foot to provide a cénvenient place
for refreshing the members of the College of Justice ; for in the minutes of the Faculty of Advocates,
13th February 1741, there is an entry relative to a petition presented to the Dean and Faculty by James
Balfour of Forrett, stating that he intended to build a eoffec-house adjoining to the west side of the Par-
liament House, “ for the conveniency and accommodation of the bers of the College of Justice, and
of the Senators of Court,” and that he was anxious for the patronage of the Society. He also men-
tioned that he had petitioned the judges, who had unanimously approved of the project. A remit was
made te the carators of the library, and to Messrs Cross and Barclay, to consider the petition, and report
whether it should be g d ; but nothing app to have been done by the committee.

+ Lord Kames onco took it upon him to reprove his brother judge for his love of the fair—
¢¢ Gang to the deil, my lord ! ** was the rejoinder ; *‘ my fauts aye grow the langer the less ; but yours
(elluding to his parsimony) aye the langer the waur.”
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estate of Johnstone, in Kincardineshire, he devoted himself for some years to
the task of improving the condition of those who resided upon it. The village
of Laurencekirk, then consisting of only a few houses, was taken under his espe-
cial patronage. He planned a new line of street, offered leases of small farms
and of ground for building on extremely advantageous terms, built a commodious
inn for the reception of travellers, founded a library for the use of the villagers,
and established manufactures of various kinds. By some of his operatiouns he
lost largely, but this did not in the least abate his philanthropy, or for 8 moment
interrupt the career of his benevolence. The manufacture of a very elegant
kind of snuff-box, the hinges of which are styled * invisible,” such as those
made in Cumnock, Ajyrshire, is still carried on in the village to a considerable
extent,

His lordship’s labours in thie good work were crowned with the success they
merited. His village grew rapidly, and before his death had attained a degree
of importance and prosperity that exceeded his most sanguine expectations, Of
the delight which Lord Gardenstone took in this benevolent project, a singularly
pleasing expression occurs in & letter which he addressed to the inhabitants of
Laurencekirk., “ I have tried,” he says, * in some measure & variety of the
pleasures which mankind pursue; but never relished any thing so much as the
pleasure arising from the progress of my village.”

In his lordship’s anxiety to do every thing in his power to invest his favourite
village of Laurencekirk with attractions for strangers, he erected a handsome
little building adjoining the inn as a museum, and filled it with fossils, rare
shells, minerals, and other curiosities. Considering the facility of access, it is
not surprising that these should from time to time disappear; not unfrequently
the unsuspecting proprietor was imposed upon, by having his curiosities stolen
and sold over again to himself! In this building there was also kept an album
or commonplace book, in which visiters were invited to record whatever they
thought fit, and, as might be expected, many of the entries were not of the
choicest description. The apartment was likewise adorned by portraits of a
number of the favourite original inhabitants of the village. The inn itself was
kept by a favourite servant of his lordship’s, who rejoiced in the refreshing
patronymic of ¢ Cream,” a kind-hearted and worthy man.

-In the year 1785, his lordship succeeded by the death of his elder brother,
Alexander Garden of Troup, to the possession of the family estates, which
were considerable. His acquisition of this additional wealth was marked by
another circumstance, which strikingly evinces the natural generosity of his dis-
position. ' He remitted to the tenants all the debts due to him as heir to his
brother.

On his succession to the family property, his lordship set out on a tour to the
Continent, where he remained three years, traversing in this time great part of
France, the Netherlands, Germany, and Italy. The results of his observations
during this tour, (which was made in part with the view of gratifying curiosity,
but chiefly with that of improving his health, which was much impaired,) he gave
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to the world in two volumes, entitled, ¢ Travelling Memorandums made in a
Tour upon the Continent of Europe in the year 1792.” A third volume of
this work was published after his death. About the same time he published
¢ Miscellanies in Prose and Verse,” a collection of light fugitive pieces, partly
of his own composition, and partly of others, the boon-companions of his youth.
The best of these, however, are attributed to Lord Gardenstone himself.

« Among the eccentricities of Lord Gardenstone, was an attachment to the
generation of pigs. He had reared one of these animals with so much affection-
ate care, that it followed him wherever he went like a dog. 'While it was little,
he allowed it even to share his bed during the night. Asit grew up, however,
which no doubt it would do rapidly under such patronage, this was found incon-
venient; and it was discarded from the bed, but permitted still to sleep in the
apartment, where his lordship accommodated it with a couch composed of his
own clothes, which he said kept it in a state of comfortable warmth.

His lordship consumed immense quantities of snuff'; requiring such a copious
supply that he carried it in a leathern waistcoat-pocket made for the purpose,
and used to say that if he had a dozen noses he would give them all snuff.
His use of ‘this article was so liberal, that every fold in his waistcoat was filled
with it; and it is said that from these repositories the villagers, when con-
versing with him, frequently helped themselves, without his knowledge, to a
pinch.

In his dress his lordship was exceedingly plain, a circumstance which gave
rise to an incident highly characteristic of him, which occurred at one time when
he was returning from London.

Observing some young bucks taking inside tickets for the coach in which he
was about to travel, he took his for the outside. On arriving at the end of the
stage, where the passengers were to breakfast, his lordship, who had been shown
into an inferior room, while his better-dressed fellow-travellers were conducted
to the best, called the waiter, and desired him to carry his compliments to the
young gentlemen, on whose philanthropy it was his object to make an experi-
ment, and to request that they would permit him to have the honour of break-
fasting with them. To this message precisely such an answer was returned as
his lordship expected. It was that the gentlemen above stairs kept no company
with outside passengers. Lord Gardenstone made no reply, but desired the
waiter to bring hiin a magnum bonum of claret, and to send the landlord to
share it with him, concluding with an order to get a post-chaise and four ready
for him immediately. These commands, which very much amazed both mine
host and his man, baving been in due time complied with, his lordship paid his
bill and departed, giving orders previously to his coachman so to manage as to
arrive at the stage where his former fellow-travellers would dine, precisely at the
same time with them, that they might witness the respect which should be paid
to him by the landlord, to whom he was known. All this the young bucks ac-
cordingly saw, and having set on foot some inquiries on the subject, they soon
discovered their mistake. Vith the view of atoning for their incivility, they






——




BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 85

now sent a polite card to Lord Gardenstone, begging his pardon for what had
happened in the morning, which they attributed to their ignorance of his quality,
and requesting it, as a particular favour, that he would honour them with his
company to dinner. To this polite card his lordship returned a verbal answer,
that “he kept no company with people whose pride would not permit them to
use their fellow-travellers with civility.”

The latter years of this amiable man’s life were spent in the discharge of the
duties of his office of & judge; and the very last act of his public beneficence
was the ercction of the omamental building that incloses St Bernard’s Well,
in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh.

His lordship died at Momingside, near Edmburgh on the 22d of July 17
in the 72d year of his age.

No. VIIL

HUGO ARNOT, ESQ. ADVOCATE,
AND GINGERBREAD JOCK.

THE strange figure of Mr Amnot appears to have been a favourite with
Kay, who has here ironically represented him in the act of relieving a beggar,
the fact being that he had a nervous antipathy to mendicants, and was at all
times more disposed to cane them than to give them an alms.

John Duncan, the beggar here represented, was & poor creature, who, after
having long endeavoured to support himself by the sale of gingerbread, sunk
into mendicancy, which he usuglly practised at.a corner of the Parliament
Square.

Jock’s mode of conducting business while in active life, and before he had
retired to enjoy the otium cum dignitate, expressed in so lively a manner in
his countcnance and general appearance in the Print, was to place four or five
cakes of the commodity in which he dealt on their edges, at equal distances on
the ground, he himself standing by with a short pole, which, on paying Jock a
halfpenny, you were at liberty to discharge at the cakes, with the distinct un-
derstanding that all those you knocked down became yours. Jock’s traducers,
however—for what public personage is without them P—allege that the cakes
were g0 ingeniously placed, that it was next to impossible to knock any of them
over at all, and that therefore your halfpenny was, @ priori, lost money. This
ingenious mode of gaming is still well known under the appellation of * Roley-
Poley.” As to John Duncan, little more is known of him than what is re-
corded of the antediluvian patriarchs, that he lived and died ; although, indeed,
after living the life of a beggar, he may be said to have died like a king, for
his death resembled that of Herod, King of Judea.

G
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No. IX.
DR GLEN AND THE DAFT HIGHLAND LAIRD.

THE first of these figures represents a gentleman who enjoyed considerable
celebrity in his day, at once for the amount of his wealth and the tenacity with
which he held it. He had made a fortune abroad in the practice of his profes-
sion; and, in his Iatter years, returned to his native country—not to enjov
it. He was twice married. On the second occasion he had attained the
discreet age of seventy; and it is said that, amongst the other soft and cap-
tivating things which the venerable lover whispered into the ear of the young
lady on whom his choice had fallen, to induce her to receive his addresses,
was the promise of a carriage. To this promise the Doctor was faithful. The
carriage was got—but no horses.  That’s more than I bargained for,” said
the Doctor; I promised a carriage, and there it is; but I promised no horses,
neither shall you have them.” And here again the Doctor was as good as his
word. The consequence was a quarrel with his young wife, aggravated by eer-
tain attempts, on her part, to revolutionize his house. The result may be anti-
cipated—three weeks after the marriage a separstion took place by mutual con-
sent, the husband settling a sufficient aliment on his affectionate spouse.

There is another anecdote of the Doctor’s happy talent for saving, but of so
incredible and sbeurd a character, that, assured as we are of its truth, we have
some hesitation in mentioning it. It is said that, on the death of his wife—the
first, we presume—he adopted the ingenious expedient of attempting to procure
a second-hand coffin to hold her remains, for lessening the funeral expenses on
this melancholy occasion. ,

At a very advanced period of life, the Doctor was prevailed upon bys friend,
but by what process of reasoning is not known, nor can be conjectured, to enter
the society of Freemasons—a step which not & little surprised every one who
knew him, or was aware of his penurious habits. How much was their surprise
increased, when they found the Doctor entering, as he did, into all the spirit of the
association, whether in its business or its pleasures, with an ardour and enthu-
siasm unequalled by the youngest member! The Doctor beeame, in truth, in so
far at least as the circumstance of his connexion with the brethren was concerned,
a totally changed man. He headed deputations, presided at lodges, and became,
in short, the leading spirit of the fraternity. The members of the Lodge of St
Andrew’s, to which he belonged, and which was at this juncture rather barren of
funds, early saw, in the Doctor’s new-born passion, a very pleasant and rational
prospect of effecting an improvement in their exchequer. Without loss of time
they flattered the Doctor’s vanity by electing him their Master, and ere long

~
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they succeeded in obtaining from him no less a sum, it is said, than one hun-
dred pounds sterling.

The Doctor was a regular attendant at church, and always contributed to the
plate. That his charity on such occasions might be duly appreciated by those
who were in attendance, instead of throwing in his halfpence in the usual care-
less way, be piled them up into one solid massive column of copper, and gently
placing the pillar down, left it, 8 conspicuous monument of his benevolence.

One act of public spirit, however, does mark the Doctor's life, and if his mo-
tive in performing it, as was uncharitably reported at the time, was vanity, one can-
not help being struck with the ingenuity which directed him on the occasion.
He presented the governors of the Orphan Hospital with a bell! His fame
was thus literally sounded throughout the city; yet, lest any should have been
ignorant of the gift, he took care when in company, on hearing it ring, to advert
to its fine tone, and thus lead the way to a narrative of his generosity.

The other figure in the Print represents Laird Robertson holding up one of
his sticks ; the undermost figure represents Principal Robertson ; the one on
the top the eccentric Dr James Graham, no great favourite of Dr Glen’s.
Being once troubled with sore eyes, after in vain trying the prescriptions of
several physicians, be applied to Dr Graham, who cured him in & very short
time, for which he expressed great gratitude. Wishing to make him some
remuneration, he consulted some of the young members of the Faculty ; and,
as the most genteel way of doing what he wished, they recommended him to invite
the Doctor and a few of his own friends to dinner in Fortune’s, (the most
fashionable tavern at that time,) and provide himself with 8 handsome purse,
containing thirty guineas or so, and offer it to the Doctor, which they assured
him he would not accept. They accordingly met, and after a few bottles of
wine had been drunk, the old Doctor called Dr Graham to the window, and
offered him the purse, which he at once accepted, and, with a very low bow,
thanked him kindly for it. The Doctor was so chagrined that he soon left the
company, who continued till a pretty early hour enjoying themselves at his

nse.

The father of Dr Glen was a native of the west of Scotland, and had three
sons, all of whom were prosperous in the world. One of these gentlemen was
appointed governor of one of the West India Islands, where he amassed
s large fortune, of which he left L.30,000 to his niece, the daughter of the
third brother, who ultimately succeeded to the reversion of the Doctor’s
property. This amiable lady was subsequently married to the late Earl of
Dalhousie, father to the present noble Earl.

Dr Glen enjoyed, by purchase, an annuity, from the city of Edinburgh, of
which he lived so long to reap the benefit, that the magistrates gave up all hopes
of his ever dying at all, and began to consider him as one of the perpetual
burdens of the city. He, however, died in 1786.
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-No. X.
A SLEEPY CONGREGATION.

Tue wit of this Print consists in representing a set'of citizens, well known
as little addictéd to church-going, listening t¢ o discourse from the most evan-
gelical clergyman in the city, in a place of worship whose ordinary congregation
was noted above all others for their ultra-Presbyterianism. The clergyman is
the celebrated Dr Webster, the precentor John Campbell, the place of worship
the Tolbooth Church, being that in which Dr Webster was the stated clergy-
man. The church was the south-west portion of St Giles’s, and was so designa-
ted from its having been used in the reign of James V1. as a town-house, the
supreme civil court being usually, and the Parliament occasionally, held in it.
The congregation in Dr Webster’s time were known by the appellation of * the
Tolbooth Whigs,” as making the nearest approach in practice and doctrine to
the severe spirits of the days of Cameron and Cargill. It may well be supposed
with what mirth the wit of Mr Kay would be hailed by those to whom the
character of both the real and the imaginary congregation was familiar.

Dr Alexander Webster was the son of an equally distinguished preacher,
who had suffered in the persecuting times, and was afterwards clergyman in this
very church.* Born in 1707, and educated to his father’s profession, he was,
at an early age, ordained to the charge of Culross in Fife, where he made him-
self so remarkable for his eloquence, his piety, and gemerally for the fidelity,
activity, and diligence, with which he discharged the duties of the pastorsl
office, that he received & unanimous call, four years after his first ordination,
from the congregation of the Tolbooth Church, to which charge he was in-
ducted on the 2d June 1787.

Ip this situation, which he held for the long period of forty-seven years, Dr
Webster continued to practise, on a scale extending with his opportunities, all
those useful and amiable qualities which had distinguished him at the outset of

® The elder Webster was arserted by the Jacobites to be mad. Thero is & curlous ¢ Godlie Ballad,”
Iately privately printed from a MS. in the Advocates’ Library, of which he is the subject, and in which
he is most severely handled. It commences— *
* Qreat Meldrum is gone, et Webster succeed,
A rare expounder of Scripture and creed,
Who’s learning is nonsenee, who’s temper is bad,
It's predestination that made him so mad.
- L ] . L] L] * .
By algebra he makos it appear to be true,
Three deils and a-half possest everio sow.
. - L] * L ] L] L]
Though his head be light, his carcass is heavy,
His bellie & midden of sack, flesh, and gravie, ** &c. &e. &c.
He died May 17, 1720.
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his career. He soon became one of the most popular men of his day in the
city—esteemed for the generosity and benevolence of his disposition, respected
for his worth, and admired for his genius and talents.

Amongst the innumerable schemes for the benefit of the destitute, and of
suffering humanity in all its forms of misery, which this excellent man either
suggested or promoted, the most conspicuous was the establishment of a fund
for the widows of the clergy of the Church of Scotland; an institution which
owes its existence chiefly to his benevolence, and its admirable system to his sin-
gular powers of arithmetical calculation, a department of intellectual labour in
which he greatly excelled.

With all his other popular qualities, Dr Webster possessed a great degree
of firmness and intrepidity of character, of which he exhibited a very striking
instance when the rebels were in possession of Edinburgh. At that crisis, when
most other men of his political sentiments and notoriety would have sought
safety in silence or retirement, he boldly mounted his pulpit, and employed his
eloquence in denouncing the cause of the Chevalier, and in urging his hearers to
retain their fidelity to the House of Hanover.

Nor was his genius, sound judgment, and excellent taste, recognised only in
matters connected with his clerical capacity. They were so well known, and so
highly appreciated, that he was uniformly consulted by the magistrates of Edin-
burgh in all public undertakings.

Dr Webster was married to Miss Mary Erskine, a young lady of fortune,
daughter of Colonel John Erskine, (brother of Sir Charles Erskine of Alva,
* Bart.,) by Euphemia, daughter of William Cochrane, Esq. of Ochiltree. She
was nearly related to the family of Dundonald, and was courted by some of
the first Peers of the realm. This connexion originated in a somewhat curious
manner. During his residence at Culross, Mr Webster was employed by
a friend to procure for him the good graces of Miss Erskine, who then
resided at Valleyfield, in the neighbourhood. This duty he faithfully per-
formed, and urged his friend’s suit with all the eloquence he was master of, but
to no purpose. At length, wearied with his importunities in the cause of an-
other, and at the same time prepossessed by his own figure and accomplish-
ments, both of which were eminently attractive, Miss Erskine plumply re-
marked to him, “ You would come better speed, Sandy, if you would speak
for yourself;” and on this hint Mr Webster did indeed speak, and to such pur-
pose, that they were shortly afterwards married.

This union, though thus brought about by a circumstance somewhat out of
rule on the lady’s part, was a happy one—Dr Webster's affection for his wife
never suffering the slightest abatement of that ardour so forcibly expressed in
the following stanza, addressed to her soon after their marriage : —

¢* When I see thee I love thee, but hearing adore,
I wonder, and think you s woman no more,

Till mad with admiring, I cannot contain,

And, kissing those lips, find you woman again.”
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No less remarkable for his wit and convivial powers, than for his more solid
qualities, Dr Webster was as great a favourite at the social board as in the
pulpit. .

He was particulurly fond of claret. A friend on whom he called one
day, and who was aware of his predilection for this liquor, said he would give him
s treat, adding that he had a bottle of claret which was upwards of forty years
old. The bottle was accordingly produced, but proved to be only s pint bottle.

“ Dear me,” said the disappointed Doctor, taking it up in his hand, “but it’s
unco little o’ its age !™

Upon another occasion, after he had, with a few friends, not spared the
bottle, some one inquired, *“ What would his parishioners say if they met
him thus ? "~ What ?” says the Doctor, *they wadna believe their ain een
although they saw it.”

This excellent and much-respected man died on the 25th January 1784, in
the 77th year of his age.

Ne. XI.

DR JAMES GRAHAM GOING ALONG THE NORTH
BRIDGE, IN A HIGH WIND.

HE 18 here represented in the dress in which he attended the funeral of Dr
Gilbert Stuart, who died 28th August 1786, in white linen clothes and black
eilk stockings, his usual attire. The lady walking before him is said to resem-
ble & Miss Dunber, sister of Sir James Dunbar, Bart.

Dr James Graham was born at the head of the Cowgate, Edinburgh, 23d
June 1745.

His father, Mr William Graham, saddler in Edinburgh, was born in Burnt-
island in 1710. He married in 1788, in Edinburgh, Jean Graham, (born 1715,)
an English lady; they had issue three daughters and two sons. The eldest
daughter was married to a Mr 8mith ; the second to the celebrated Dr Arnold
of Leicester, Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, Edinburgh ; and the
third to Mr Begbie, town smith. James was the eldest son; both he and his
younger brother William studied medicine. The two brothers, in their early
years, were not unfrequently mistaken for one another, from their strong family
likeness, and from following the same profession. William, after practising
somo time as physician, abandoned medicine entirely, and entered into holy
orders. He was an Episcopalian, and married the celebrated writer, Mrms
Catharine Macaulay,* sister to Alderman Sawbridge ; she died at Binfield, in

® This lady’s writings wers so enthusiastically admirod by the Rev. Dr Wilson, prebendary of West-
minster, that during her lifetime he caused & statue of her, as the Goddess of Liberty, to be set up in the
ehancel of his church in Walbrook, which was, however, removed at his death, ty his successor in office.
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June 1791. Mr William Graham was slive in July 1886, being eighty-one
years of age. He then reeided in Leicestershire, where he was deservedly held
in high estimation.

Dr James Graham, after having finished his studies in Edinburgh, went to

. England, and began business in Pontefract, where, in the year 1770, he married
Miss Mary Pickering, daughter of a gentleman of that place, by whom he had
ason and two daughters. His eldest daughter was married to the late Mr
Stirling, minister of Dunblane, a very accomplished lady, who is still alive. The
other daughter died in the apartments of the Observatory on the Calton Hill,
of consumption, about four years before her father ; his son is still alive.

After residing some time in England, Dr Graham went to America, where he
figured as a philanthropic physician, travelling for the benefit of mankind, to
administer relief, in the most desperate diseases, to patients whose cases had
hitherto puzzled the ordinary practitioners. Having the advantage of a good
person, polite address, and agreeable conversation, he got into the first circles,
particularly in New England, where he made a great deal of money. He
then returned to Britain; and, after making an excursion through England,
during which, according to his own account, he was eminently successful in
curing many individuals whose cases had been considered desperate, he visited
Scotland, and was employed by people of the first quality, who were tempted
to put themselves under his care by the fascination of his manner, and the fame

s of his wondrous cures. 8o popular was he, that he might have settled in Edin-
burgh to great advantage, but he preferred returning to England. He fixed
his abode in the metropolis, where he set on foot one of the most original and
extravagant institutions that could well be figured, the object of which was for
¢ preventing barrenness, and propagating a much more strong, beautiful, active,
healthy, wise, and virtuous race of human beings, than the present puny, insig-
nificant, foolish, peevish, vicious, and nonsensical race of Christians, who quarrel,
fight, bite, devour, and cut one another’s throats about they know not what.” *

'The * Temple of Health,” as he was pleased to term it, was an establish-
ment of a very extraordinary description, and one in which all the exertions of
the painter and statuary—all the enchantments of vocal and instrumental music
—all powers of electricity and magnetism, were called into operation to enliven
and heighten the scene. In a word, all that could delight the eye or ravish the
ear—all that could please the smell, give poignancy to the taste, or gratify the
touch, were combined to give effect to his scheme—at least such was his own
account.

Of his numerous puffs on the subject, one may be selected by way of a speci-
men :—

“ TEMPLE OF HEALTH AND HYMEN, PALL-MALL, NEAR THE KING'S PALACE.

““If there be one human being, rich or poor, male, female, or of the doubt-
ful gender, in or near this great metropolis of the world, who has not had the

® Such are the ipsissima verba of one of the Doctor’s advertisements,
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good fortune and the happiness of hearing the celebrated lecture, and of seeing
the grand celestial state bed, the magnificent electrical apparatus, and the su-
premely brilliant and unique decorations of this magical edifice, of this enchant-
ing Elysian palace !—where wit and mirth, love and beauty—all that can delight
the soul, and all that can ravish the senses—will hold their court, this, and every -
evening this week, in chaste and joyous assemblage ! let them now come forth,
or for ever afterwards let them blame themselves, and bewail their irremediable
misfortune.”® )

In this way his numerous suditors were properly prepared for his lectures,
which were delivered in the most elegant and graceful manner. The following
letter, his own production perhaps, from a periodical work of the time, descrip-
tive of his Temple and lectures, is curious :—

“ TO THE EDITOR OF THE WESTMINSTER MAGAZINE.

“ dudi alteram partem.

¢ 8rr—1I have heard many persons exclaim against Dr Graham’s Hymeneal
Lectures, and reprobate him in the most opprobrious terms; but having not
been myself to see his Temple of Hymen, I thought it unjust to censure or join
in condemning that which I had never seen, or him whom I had never heard.
Curiosity (a passion remarkable in the people of England) prompted meto go
with an intimate friend and pay a visit to the Doctor, whom I found attended
by about forty gentlemen, who were intent on listening to his connubial precepts.
I gave attention, and determined to judge impartially of what I heard as well as
saw, and the following is the result of my unprejudiced observations :—

“ His rooms are fitted up in a very elegant and superb manner, far beyond
any thing I ever saw, and must have cost him a very considerable sum of money.
A statue of Beauty, or Venus de Medicis, is the only object that appeared to
me censurable, as likely to excite unchaste ideas. His lecture is well adapted
to the subject he treats on, and is interspersed with many judicious remarks,
well worthy the attention of the Legislature, to prevent prostitution and encour-
age matrimony. The nature of the subject naturally obliges him to border on
what is generally termed indelicacy; but he always endeavours to guard his
audience against imbibing sentiments in any respect repugnant to virtue, chastity,
and modest deportment; he earnestly recommends marriage as honourable in
all, and as strongly execrates prostitution and criminality ; wherein then is he
to blame ?

“ BOB SHORT.

“ December, 1781."

® The articles with which the Temple of Health, in London, was furnished were subeequently removed
to Edinbargh, and offered for sale by Dr Graham, in the third house from the High Street, on the South
Bridge.
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No. XII.

DR JAMES GRAHAM LECTURING IN EDINBURGII.

I Spring 1783, Doctor Graham again psid a visit to his native city, and for
the first time gave his fcllow-citizens a lecture, which the Magistrates of Edin-
burgh deemed improper for public discussion, and accordingly endeavoured
to suppress by the arm of power. The Doctor immediately published ““an ap-
peal to the public,” in which he attacked the Magistrates, and particularly the
Lord Provost, John Grieve, Esq. For this, the Procurator-Fiscal raised a
criminal complaint in the Bailie Court agninst him, and as his rea! prosecutors were
his judges—the result was, his being muleted in L.R0, and imprisoned till the
fine was paid. He suffered, however, no very tedious imprisonment, as his sup-
porters collected the money amongst thiemselves. He also continued to give his
eccentric lectures as long as the public curiosity lasted ; and to induce people
to bear his lectures, the admission being three shillings, he promised each per-
son a book worth six shillinge—vit. a copy of his lectures! The admission was
reduced subsequently to two shillings, and lastly to one. The following adver-
tisement was circulated by him in December 17683 ;-

“ DOCTOR GRAHAM desires to inform the Ladies and Gentlemen of
Edinburgh, that at the earnest desire of many respectable persons, he proposes
to favour them on Monday evening next, the 27th instant, and the three fol-
lowing evenings, with A LECTURE on the simplest, most rational, and
most effectual means of preserving uninterrupted bodily Health, and the most
delightfal mental sunshine or serenity to the very longest period of our
Mortal Existence: Teaching them how to build up the human Body into
a fair and firm Temple of Heslth, and to repose the Soul on the all-blesting
Bosom of that pure, temperate, rational, and Philosophical Religion {~~which
alone is accepted of God ! ! and truly useful to all his Creatures. The Lectare
being therefore at once Medical, Moral, and Religious; the Tethnical Terms
and nonsensical jargon of the followers of the Medical Trade or Fatce being
avoided, and the whole treated in & plain, practical, and useful mannet, Dz
Grana trusts it will prove perfectly satisfactory, and of the highest impartance
to the health and happiness, temporal and eternal, of every sober and intelligent
person who honours him with their company; as the precepts and instructions
proposed to be delivered in this long and pathetic Lecture ¢annot fail, if duly
practised, to preserve them in health, strength, and happiness, through the
course of & long, useful, and truly honourable life Aere ; and to prepare them for
the enjoyment of eternal {elicity kereafrer.

«The Lecture will be delivered on MONDAY EVENING next, the 27th,
and the three following evenings, ptecisely at Seven o'clock, in 8t Andrew’s
Chapel, foot of Carrubber’s Close, next to the New Bridge.

¢ Admission only One Shilling.
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¢ Ladies are requested to come early, in order to be agreeably accommodated
with seats, as the Lecture will begin ewactly a¢ Seven o’clock.

“N.B. Dr G. has not the least intention of lecturing any more for several
years in Edinburgh than the above four nights; and if the Chapel is not
pretty full the two first nights, he will not repeat the lecture as proposed the
two last nights, viz. on Wednesday and Thursday ; and as the shilling paid for
admission can only defray the various expenses, Dr G. hopes that the inhabitants
of Edinburgh will esteem these lectures as very great and important favours
conferred upon them.

“ December, 1783.

¢ All Dr G.’s books and pamphlets are to be had at the Doctor’s house, and
at Mr Brown’s, bookseller, Bridge Street.”

While his Temple of Health was in its glory, it cannot be doubted that
such an exhibition, lauded as it was on all hands in the most extravagant terms,
must have produced a great deal of money in such a city as London, where
every species of quackery is sure to meet with support and encouragement ; but
Doctor Graham, instead of realizing a fortune, deeply involved himself by the
great expense he was put to in maintaining the establishment in proper splen-
dour. In his own expenditure he was very moderate ; for he not only abstained
from wine, spirits, and all strong liquors, but even from animal food—and,
consistently with this mode of life, he recommended the same practice to others;
and whilst confined in the Jail of Edinburgh, for his attack on the civic suthori-
ties, he preached—Sunday, August 17, 1788—a discourse upon lsaish, xl.
6, “ All flesh is grass;” in which he strongly inculcates the propriety of
abstinence from animal food. In this odd production, of which two editions
were afterwards published, he says, I bless God! my friends! that he has given
me grace and resolution to abstain totally from flesh and blood—from all liquors
but cold water and balsamic milk—and from sll inordinate sensual indulgences.
Thrice happy ! supremely blessed is the man who, through life, abstains from
these things ; who, like me, washes his body and limbs every night and morning
with pure cold water—who breathes continually, summer and winter, day and
night, the free open cool air—and who, with unfeigned and active benevolence
towards every thing that hath life, fears and worships God in sincerity and in
truth.”

In addition to the peculiarities pointed out by the Doctor in his discourse,
he dissented in many other respects from the ordinary usages of mankind. He
wore no woollen clothes ; he slept on a hair-mattress, without feather-bed or
blankets, with all the windows open ; he said, and perhaps with some degree of
truth, that most of our diseases are owing to too much heat :—and he carried
his cool regimen to such an extent, that he was in terms with the tacksman of
the King’s Park, for liberty to build a house upon the top of Arthur’s Seat, in
order to try how far he could bear the utmost degree of cold that the climate
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of Edinburgh affords; but, though the tacksman was willing, the noble proprietor
would not listen to the project.

Amongst other eccentric plans rccommended to his patients was that of earth-
bathing,—which was neither more or less than burying them alive up to the
neck in the earth, in which position they were to remain for ten or twelve hours.
He tried this extraordinary remedy upon himself and one of hie daughters, and

aetually induced his brother-in-law to fallow their example. Other persons were
~ also found simple enough to submit to this new species of temporary sepulture.

In 1787, this singular being appeared in a new character, as a special delegate
from Heaven to announce the Millennium. He not only styled himself «The
Servant of the Lord, 0. W. L.” i. e. “ Oh, Wonderful Love,” but attempted
to begin a new chronology—dating his bills such a day of the first month of
the New Jerusalem Church ; but before the coming of the second month the
prophet was, by order of the Magistrates, put under restraint, not indeed in
prison, but in his own house, from whence he, some months afterwards, removed
to the north of England. His religious frenzy appears to have lasted some
time ; and we leamn from the following extract, copied from the Whitehaven
Packet, that a year afterwards his mind still wandered:—

“ WHITERAVEN.—Tuesday morning, Dr James Graham was sent off to
Edinburgh in the custody of two constablee. This unfortunate man had, for
some days past, discovered such marks of insanity as made it advnnblo to secure
him.*— August 22, 1788.”

His death took place somewhat suddenly, in his house, opposite to the Arch-
er's Hall, upon the 23d June 1794—it was occasioned by the bursting of a
bloodvessel. He was buried in the Greyfriar's churchyard, Edinburgh. His
widow survived him about seven years. and died at Ardwick, near Manches-
ter, in the year 1801.

His circumstances, during the latter period of his existence, were far from
affiuent. To one of his publications, however, he was indebted for an annuity
of fifty pounds for life; for it happened that a gentleman in Geneva, who
had perused it, found his health so much improved by following the advice of
its author, that, out of gratitude, he presented him with & bond for the yearly
payment of that sum.

With all his eccentricities, he had a benevolent and charitable disposition,
and his conduct towards his parents was exemplary. Even when in his “high
and palmy state,” he paid them every attention. Whilst in Edinburgh, he took

® Whether he ever got entirely quit of his réligious fancies, is uucertsin ; and in & very complete aud
curious collection of tracte, advertisements, &c., by, or relative to, Dr Graham, occurring in the late Mr
John Stevenson's sale catalogue for 1825, there is & “ mauuscript written expressly for Dr Graham,
regarding his religious c.ncerns, by Benjamin Dockray, a Quaker at Newtoun, near Carlisle, in 1790,
which would seem to indicate that bis wind, on that head, was not at that date entircly settled.
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them every morning in his carriage, which was one of the most splendid descrip-
tion, for an airing, attended by servants in gorgeous liveries; and these wor-
thies—old-fashioned Presbyterian Whigs of the strictest kind—were infinitely
gratified by the “pomp and vanities™ with which they were surrounded.

It would be very difficult to give an exact catalogue of Dr Graham’s works.
Such as we have seen are annexed. The list is far from complete.

1. The General State of the Medical and Chirurgical Practice exhibited ;
shewing it to be inadequate, ineffectual, absurd, and ridiculous. London, 1779.
12mo. :
This passed through several editions; and an abstract was published at the
small charge of sixpence.

II. Travels and Voyages in Scotland, England, and Ireland—including a
Description of the Temple of Health, and Grand Electrical A pparatus, &c., which
cost upwards of L.12,000. London, 1783. 12mo.

II1. Private Medical Advice to Ladies and Geentlemen—to those especially
who are not blessed with Children—sealed up, price One Guines, alone, at the
Temple of Health and of Hymen. The whole comprised in eight large folio

pages.

IV. The Christian's Universal Prayer—to which are prefixed a Discourse on
the Duty of Praying, and a Short Sketeh of Dr Graham’s Religious Principles
and Morsl Sentiments.

V. Hebe* Vestina’s Celebrated Lecture ; as delivered by her from the Elec-
trical Throne, in the Temple of Health, in London. Price 2s. 6d.

VI. A Discourse delivered on Sunday, August 17, 1788, in the Tolbooth
of Edinburgh, by Dr James Graham, of the Temple of Health in London,
while he was, by the most cruel and most unlawful stretch of power, imprisoned
there for a pretended libellous Hand-bill and Advertisement, which was said to
be published by him, against the Magistrates of that City. Isaiah, chapter xl.,
verse 6—*¢ All flesh is grass.” Kdinburgh, 1783. 4to.

VII. The Principal Grounds, Basis, Argument, or SOUL, of the New
Celestial Curtain (or Reprehensory) Lecture, most humbly addressed to all
Crowned Heads, Great Personages, and Others, whom it may concern. By
James Grasham, M.D. London, 1786.

VIII. A New and Curious Treatise of the Nature and Effects of Simple
Earth, Water, and Air, when applied to the Human Body: How to Live for
many Wegks, Months, and Years, without Eating any thing whatever, &c. By
James Graham, M.D. London, 1793.

® Vestina, the “rosy goddess of health * was a very beautiful female, who appeared on a pedestal at
the lecture. She was, upon the 6th September 1791, married to Sir William Hamilton, K.B, She
died at Calais in great pecuniary distress, 16th of January, 1815.
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No. XIII.
JAMES MACRAE, ESQ.

James Macrag, Esq. of Holmels, bad the misfortune to obtain a cele-
brity, by no means enviable, as a duellist. He was a capital shot, and, it was
said, obtained his excellency by firing at a barber’s block, kept by him for that
purpose. In April 1790, the event occurred which had the effect of exiling him
from his native land. The following account of the affair is taken from the
Scots Magasine :—

% DUEL BETWIXT SIE GRORGE RAMSAY AND ME MACBAE.

“ On Wednesday the 7th of April, Captain Macras, thinking himself insulted
by a footman of Lady Ramsay’s at the theatre, beat him severely. Mr Macrae
the next day met Sir George Ramsay in the street, when be told him he was
sorry to have been obliged to correct a servant of his last night at the playhouse.
8Sir G. answered, the servant had been a short time with him, was Lady Ramsay's
footman, and that he did not consider himself to have any concern in the mat-
ter. Mr Macrae then asi he would go and make an apology to Lady Ramsay,
which he did. On Monday the 12th, the footman commenced an action against
Mr Macrae. On Tuesday the 18th, Mr Macrae sent the following letter to
Sir G. Ramsay :—

¢¢ ¢ Marionville, Tuesday, 2 o’clock.

¢ ¢ 81g—I received last night a summons, at the instance of James Merry, your
servant, whose insolent behaviour to me at the theatre on Wednesday last I
was obliged to punish severely, which waa the reason of my not insisting on
your turning him off'; but as he has chosen to prosecute me, I must now insist
that he shall either drop the prosecution, or that you shall immediately turn
him off. As to his being Lady Ramsay’s servant, it is of no consequence to
me ; I consider you as the master of your famxly, and expect what I have now
demanded shall be complied mtl I am, sir, your humble servant,

“ ¢James Macrae.

“ Addressed, * Sir Gogrge Ramqsy, St Andrew Squaxe.’

“ 8ir George returned the following amswer :e—

¢ ¢8rp—1I am just now favoured with your letter. I was ignorant that my
servant hed commenced a prosecution until -your letter informed me. He
meets no encouragement from nge ; spd I hope,.on considaing the matter far-
ther, you will not think it incambent on me to interfere in any respect, espe-
cially as the man at present is far from being well. I am, sir, yours, &c,

“ ¢ Tuesday, half past three.’ “ ¢ GEoBGE Ramsay.
K
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Before his flight, Captain Macrae resided at Marionville, a villa near Edin-
burgh, where he had an apartment fitted up for private theatricals,® a species of
amusement by no means common in Scotland, and for his attachment to which
he was greatly censured. '

A story is told of him while residing there, which does credit to his generosity
of disposition. One of his servants having done something in a manner that
did not please him, he struck him, whereupon the man muttered that *he
durst not strike him so, if he were one of his fellow-servants in the hall.”—
“Oh !” said the Captain, “if you are for a boxing-match, I shall give you a fair
chance for it ; only you must not strike me in the face.”

This being agreed upon, down stairs they went, and fought till the Captain
owned he had got enough, adding, “ You are a bit of good stuff, sirrah ; there
are five guineas for you.” The servant with great huinility remarked, he would
be content to be thrashed for as much every day.

rd

: No. XIV.
CAPTAIN ?A’.GE AND CAPTAIN VICARS.

THEY were both officers.in the 7th Regiment of Foot, which was in Edin-
burgh in 1786. A’statuary once requested, as a great favour, to be allowed to
take & model of (aptain Vicars, who was allowed to be the handsomest man
among 10,000, while the regiment lay at Gibraltar. The lady admiring his
figure, is dress‘ed-in.the costume of that day.

® ¢« Parvate Trrapmicass.—The peeformance of the tragedy of the Grevian Daughter, which toek
place at Marionville o Friday last, (15th January 1790,) was in every respect delightful. Mr Macrae,
in the first part of Dionysius, gave infinite satisfaction. His figure, which is remarkably handsome, and
his' countenance, af once manly and expressive, every way suited him for that charscter. Ho was parti-
cularly grest in the third act, when desciibing to Philotas the cares that accompany a regal state. Sir
John Wrottesley played the part of Philotas with great judgment. His voice was remarkably pleasing.
Mr Kinloch was exceediugly grest as Evander. His fist soeue with Euphrasia was very affecting. Mr
Justics supported the part of Melancthon with much propriety. But it is impossible to do justice to Mrs
Macrae in the character of Euphresia ; suffice it to say, that the part wes never better performed on any
stage, either by a Siddons or a Crawfurd.

*¢ It is difficult to say whether her tragic or her comic powers are moet excellent, as in both she gives
equal stisfaction. Her performance of Lady Racket, in Three Weeks afier Marriage, was superior to
any thing we have ever seen of the kind. Mr Hunter, in Sir Charles Racket, was inimitable. His man-
ner was easy, and perfectly that of a gentleman, snd his modo of acting truly matural. Mr Justice, in
Drugget, showed much zeal and comic humour, and gave proofs thas he thoroughly understood the charac-
ter."—Edinburgh Evening Courant, Thursday, 26th January, 1790.
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No. XV.

THREE CAPTAINS OF THE CITY GUARD.
GEORGE PITCAIRN,
GEORGE ROBERTSON, AND ROBERT PILLANS.

Tuesn three persons were all, as announced in the title, Captains of the Old
City Guard of Edinburgh. This appointment was not generally held by mili-
tary men ; and it was frequently conferred upon decayed burgesses, whose cha-
racter recommended them to the patronage of the Magistrates, and whose cir-
cumstances rendered this ‘tolerably lucrative situation (which was ad ¢itam aut
culpam) an object of some moment.

CAPTAIN PITCAIRN had originally been a cloth-merchant in &he city,
and had more than once served in the Magistracy. Having subsequently be-
come embarrasged in his circumstances, he-wagdppointed, on a vagancy occusring,
to the Captainey of the City Guard ; but engaging, some time afterwards, in no
very creditable speculation,® he lost both his situation and his character. He
was the author of a * Treatise on the Fisheries,” Edin. 12mo ; for which the
Trustees of the Society for Extending the Fisheries awarded him a gold medal.
He died at Edinburgh, on the 17th of September 1791.

ROBERTSON, the second figure in the Print, had been an officer in the
Dutch service previous to his appointment to a command in the City Guard,
and was selected for the latter office with the view of improving the discipline
and general military character of the corps. Of his private history nothing is
known, nor was his professional career, as a civic soldier, which was very brief,
distinguished by any remarkable event. He died at Edinburgh in the year
1787, and was succeeded by another military veteran, Captain Gordon.

PILLANS, the third figure, was originally a brewer in the vicinity of the city,
and was for sometime one of the resident bailies of the then suburban districts of
Potterrow and Portsburgh. It is alleged, that the gallant Captain was fully as
dexterous at handling a bottle as a sword ; and a certain rotundity observable in

® This was importing bad halfpence from England,—a spedies of traffic which was, about the latter end

of the last ccutury, carried to & great extent in this country. Whole barrels, and these in immense

numbers, were brought down to Scotland, chiefly from Birmingham, and obtained for & iderable time

a ready circulation ; no one ever thinking of questioning either the weight or quality of the copper coin

tendered to them. The value, as subsequently ascertained by the Magistrates, was, that scven of theso halfe
L
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“the accompanying likeness of him would, indeed, seem to favour the insinuation.
He died in 1788, when he was succeeded by Captain Christie, formerly a
sergeant in the South Fencible Reogiment.

This Print is entitled * Three Captains of Pilate’s Guard,” in allusion to a
popularfiction, that the City of Edinburgh had a town-guard before the birth
of our Saviour; and that three of that body had joined the Roman troops after

- the invasion of Britain by Julius Czesar, and were actually present with Pilate’s

troops at the Crucifixion,

No. XVI.
PROVOST DAVID STEUART,

AND

BAILIE JOHN LOTHIAN.

ConTrasT seems to have been the design of the artist in classing these two
respectable citizens togethen—~the Provost being a very hsndsome man, and the
Bailie the reverse, The latter, from his great stoop and rotundity of shoulder,
obta.med from his brother bailies the seubriguet of “ The Loupin-on-Stane.”

PROVOST STEUART, a younger son of the family of Dalguise, carried
on business as a banker in Edinburgh, in partnemhip with Robert Allsn, Eaq.,
under the firm of Allan ard Steuart. He was, in 1778, elected one of the
Merchant Councillors, and, in 1779, third Bailie. In 1780 local politics ran
high ; the re-election of Sir Laurence Dundas, Bart.,* the former member for

the City of Edinburgh, was opposed by William Mlller, Esquire, younger of
Barskimming,+ and the latter was returhed to Padiament ; but upon a petition,
by his opponent, to the House of €ammens, his eleetion was (16th Mach 1781)
set aside, and Sir Laurence declared sitting member. In thie contest the Whig

interest was zealously supported by Mr Steuast, who, vpon the resigpation of

pence were only equsl to ong Sterling penvy of George III, At lcwth the Magistrates of Edinburgh
took cognisance of the affair, and ordered the alarm to be sounded by tuck of drum, (29th April 1767.)
The q of this proceeding was, that the shopkeepers immediately began to weigh all halfpence
that were offered them, refusing thase that were not standard weight, This caution descended even ta the
old women who kept siends upon the street, avery ome of whom provided thomselves with scales and
woights for the same purpose.

® Sir Laurence Dundas, thongh of an ancient Amily, was the architect of bis. own fortune, and
smassed vast wealth as Commissary-general of the army in Flanders. He was the secoad son of Themas
Dundas, one of the bailies of Edinburgh, who fell into difficulties which occasioned his bankruptcy.
Sir Laurence bad himself been for some time behind the countes—a circumstance which, coming to the
Royal cear, prevested him, it was rumoured, from obtaining & corenet, the great objeet of his amsbition,
His son Thomas was more successful, as, upon the 13th of August 1794, he was raised to the pecrage,
by the title of Lord Dundas of Aske, in Yorkshire,

4+ Afwerwards Sir Willism Miller, Bart, and presently one of the senators of the College of Justice.
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Walter Hamilton, Esq., was elected i.ord Provost. This office he filled, as
usual, for two years.

The copartnery with Mr Allan® having been dissolved, Provost Steuart com-
menced business on his own account in Leith, as a general merchant. Ata
later date he became a wine-merchant in Edinburgh, but was far from success-
ful in his commercial speculations. In his early years, with the view of
following & mercantile profession, he resided for some time on the Continent,
where he acquired an intimate knowledge of modern languages. He was a
man of excellent taste, and passionately fond of literature.

He was a great book-collector, and his library, for its size, was one of the

finest in Scotland. His residence abroad had given him great facilities for col-
lecting rare and curious works. In May 1801, when he exposed a part of his
library to ssle by auction, it was described as ‘‘a small, but select collection of
books, in which is to be found some of the finest specimens of typography ex-
tant, from the first attempt on wooden blocks until the present time.” But the
prices offered not coming up to Mr Steuart’s expectations, the greater part were
bought in, either by himself or his friends. Two of the finest specimens of
early printing which now enrich the Library of the Faculty of Advocates were
formerly in his possession, viz.—1st, The first edition of the Latin Bible, and
one of the earliest books executed with moveable types, in two large volumes
folio, supposed to have been printed by Guttemberg and Faust in the year
1450. The other is the Breviary of the Roman Church, beautifully printed
on the finest vellum at Venice by Nicholas Jenson in 1478, and finely illumi-
nated. -
Provost Steuart married Miss Ann Fordyce, an Aberdeenshire lady, by whom
he had sixteen children, five of whom, two sons and three daughters, are pre-
sently alive. In the latter part of life he suffered much as a martyr to the
gout; and, finally, left Edinburgh about the year 1815. From that time he
continued to reside with his son-in-law, Mr Mair,} at Gretna Hall, near Annan,
where he died on the 17th May 1824.

MR JOHN LOTHIAN was a cloth-merchant in that shop, No. 313,
High Street, in the west wing of the front of the Royal Exchange. He was
elected one of the Merchants’ Councillors, in 1762; and in 1768, upon the
death of Bailie William Callender, was appointed third bailie in his stead ; in
1769, he waa one of the old bailies; in 1774, second bailie; in 1775, old
bailie. He died unmarried, at Edinburgh, suddenly, on the 12th August 1790.
He was second son of Richard Lothian, writer in Edinburgh, the eldest son
of George Lothian, Esq., of Belsis, near Ormiston, in East Lothian, and cousin-

® Robert Allan was fathor of the late Thomas Allan, Esq., who bought the estate of Lauriston, in
the county of Edinburgh, which had for nearly s century and s half been the property of the representa-
tives of the celebrated Jobn Law of Lauriston, who was born there,

+ My Mair was remarkable for the beauty of her face and the graceful elegance of her figurs, but the
sweetness of her mauner was still more remarkable than either.
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german of Dr William Lothian, senior minister of Canongate, author.of the
* History of the United Provinces of the Netherlands.” Dr Lothian died in
January 1783, and was buried in the Canongate churchyard, where a monument
to his memory is erected, upon which is an elegant Latin inscription, by his friend

- Logan the poet, in the-composition of whichr he-was assisted by the late Pro-

fessor Dalzel. It is printed in Dr Duncan’s collection of epitaphs.

Bailie Lothian, though a very excellent person, was not remarkable for his
literary acqulrements The late Mr Smelli§*pxinter, invited him to attend the
funeral of MBRlas. teacher and it of the gospel, Edmburgh the

ciffis oy ¢ dying reg that ge’n(]eman, written in Latin.

S areular puzzled the worthy magistrate exceedingly—for
hours he tumed it over and over a.gam, vit.hout being able to make any

“upon him, He remembered
lersions’ upon the conduct of
be a fresh libel, not only upon
erticular. Impressed with this
his brethren ; and, according-
| mysterious paper, with great
@ another “skit” by that fel-
ment may be well conceived,
th him, received his extraordi-
ghter.

Y ALEXANDER HUNTER ESQ. OF POLMd)OD

¢ ‘\

f AND . ‘«.’._ , 5

RQGER HOG ESQ OF NEWLISTON

Tue ﬁgure on the left represents MR AEEXANDER HUNTER an opu-
lent merchant in Edinburgh. His fortunes were increased by the death of a
son, who left his father considerable property. He also succeeded to the estate
of Polmood, in the county of Peebles, under a disposition and deed of entail
executed by Thomas Hunter (who was no relation), dated 28th January 1765.
This person having died on the 20th of March following, the conveyance was
liable to reduction, as executed on death-bed, provided an heir could be found,
which was not a very easy matter, from the circumstance that the last possessor
was descended from a natural son of Robert Hunter of Polmood, who died in
the year 1689. The estate had been destined to the bastard and the heirs of
his body, with a special declaration, that, in the event of failure, the estate
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should return to the granter, his nearest heirs-male, and assignees whatsoever.
The immediate heirs of Robert Hunter, after the alienation of the family estate,
gradually sunk into obscurity, so that when Thomas Hunter died it became
difficult to discover any traces of them. However, two parties came forward, the
one an old man called Adam Hunter, subsequently a well-known individual in the
Scottish courts, and a person of the name of Taylor, who afterwards withdrew his
claim. Legal proceedings were instituted, but, after nearly fifty years keen
contest, the aged competitor was defeated, the Court of Session and House of
Lords deciding that he had not established his pedigree.

Hogg, in his “ Winter Evening Tales,”* remarks, *“ You ask who is the
owner of Polmood? This, it seems, is a hard question, since all the lawyers
and judges in Scotland have not been able to determine it in the course of half
a century. It is a positive and lamentable fact, that though it is as apparent to
whom the estate of Polmood belongs, as it is to whom this hand belongs, it has
been a subject of litigation, and depending in our Courts of Session these fifty
years.—This is one remarkable circumstance connected with the place, which
has readered it unfamous of late years, and seems in part to justify an encient
prediction, that the Hunters of Polmood were never to prosper.”

To the correctness of the first part of this statement it is impossible to assent;
for however strong the moral evidence may have been in favour of Adam
Hunter, the legal proof of his pedigree was unquestionably defective.

Mr Alexander Hunter died at Edinburgh, 22d January 1786, and was
succeeded by his nephew Walter, whose daughter Elizabeth, Lady Forbes, is
presently in possession of Polmood.

The other figure is ROGER HOG, Esq. of Newliston, formerly a mer-

chant in London. Being very parsimonious, he amassed s large fortune, Be-
sides his landed property, he died possessed of personal estate to a vast amount,
the sucoession to which was contested, and gave rise to the celebrated case of
Laskley against Heg. 1t is said thet Mr Hog, amongst other economical hs-
bits, used to dispose of his poultry; and, to superintend the trade himself, he
‘usually brought them to market in his carriage. His son and heir going out
one dsy to Newliston, to visit his father, met him on his way to town. The
servants, knowing that their master was short-sighted, drove the carriage close
up, that they might converse together. The son, in popping his head in at the
carriage window, was, to his infinite astonishment, immediately seized by the
‘nose by an enraged turkey-cock on his way to the market.
_ Mr Hog was remarkably corpulent, and very careless in his dress. He was
& great admirer of Dr Graham, and a constant attendant during his lectures.
He was accustomed to preface any thing he uttered with ¢ I say”—a peculi-
arity noticed by the artist in the Print. He died at Newliston, on the 19th
.of March 1789. .

* Vol il p. 8. Edinburgh, 1820.
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No. XVIIL

FRANCIS GROSE, ESQ. F.A.S. OF LONDON
AND PERTH.

Tais Print of the celebrated antiquary, Captain Grose,
A fine fat fodgel wight, of stature short, but gonius bright,

represents him in the act of copying an inscription from an ancient ruin, and was
done during his visit to Edinburgh in 1789.

He was exceedingly corpulent, and used to rally himself with the greatest
good humour on the singular rotundity of his figure. The following epigram,
written in & moment of festivity by the celebrated Robert Burns, the Ayrshire
bard, was so much relished by Grose, that he made it serve as an excuse for pro-
longing the convivial occasion that gave it birth to a very late hour:—

Tbe Devil got notice that Groee was a-dying,

8o whip ! at the summons, old Satan came flying;

But when he spproach’d where poor Francis lay moaning,
And saw each bed-post with its burthen a-groaning,
Astonished, confounded, cries Satan, ¢ —,

I'd waut him, ere take such a load.’

It may be noticed that Grose ackmowledges his obligations to the poet
in the following terms, in his Antiquities of Scetland :—* To my ingenious
friend, Mr Robert Burns, I have been variously obligated : he not only was at
the pains of making out what was most worthy of notice in Ayrshire, the county
honoured by his birth, but he also wrote, expressly for this work, the pretty
tale annexed to Alloway Church.” This ¢ pretty tale” is Burns’ inimitable
“ Tam o’ Shanter.”

Captain Grose was born in the year 1731, and was the son of Mr Francis
Grose of Richmond, jeweller, who fitted up the coronation crown of George
the Second, and died in 1769. By his father he was left an independent
fortune. In early life he entered the Surrey militia, of which he became
Adjutant and Paymaster ; but so careless was he that he kept no vouchers
either of his receipts or expenditure. He used himself to say he had only two
books of accounts, viz., the right and left hand pockets. The results may
easily be anticipated, and his fortune suffered severely for his folly. His losses
on this occasion roused his latent talents ;—with a good classical education, a
fine taste for drawing, encouraged by his friends, and impelled by his situation,
he commenced the ‘* Antiquities of England and Wales,” the first number of
which was published in 1778, and the fourth volume completed in 1776. In
1777 he resumed his pencil, and added two more volumes to his English Views,
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in which he included the islands of Guernsey and Jersey, in 237 views, with
maps of the connties, besides a general one. The work was reprinted in eight
volumes, in 1787.

The success of this work induced Grose to illustrate in a smular manner
 The Antiquities of Scotland.” This publication, in numbers of four plates
each, commenced in the beginning of 1789, and was finished in 1791, forming
two volumes, with 190 views, and letterpress. Before the plates of the latter
numbers were out of the engraver's hands, the author ¢ turned his eyes to Ire-
land, who seemed to invite him to her hospitable shore, to save from impending
oblivion her mouldering monuments, and to unite her, as she should ever be,
in closest association with the British Isles. The Captain arrived in Dublin
in May 1791,* with the fairest prospect of completing the noblest literary de-
sign attempted in this century.” Such are the words of Dr Ledwich, to whom
Grose had applied for assistance, and by whom the work was completed, in two
volumes, in 1795. But, while in Dublin, at the house of Mr Hone, Grose was
suddenly seized with an apoplectic fit, and died, in the fifty-second year of his
age, upon the 12th of May 1791. The following epitaph proposed for him,
was inserted in the S? James's Chronicle, May 26 :—

Here lies Francis Grose:
On Thursday, May 12, 1791,

Death put an ead to
His views and prospeots.

Upon occasion of his marriage, Grose took up his residence in Canterbury, where
he remained several years, during which period his wit and vivacity made him -
many friends. No one possessed more than himself the faculty of setting
the table “in a roar,” but it was never at the expemse of virtue or good
manners. He left several sons and daughters ; one of the latter married Anketil
Singleton, Esq., Lieut.-Governor of Sandguard Fort. His son, Daniel Grose,
F.A 8., Captain of the Royal Regiment of Artillery, was, after several cam-
paigns in America, appointed Depute-Governor of the new settlement at Botany
Bay, 1790.

Besides the works above noticed, he published—

‘ A Treatise on Ancient Armour and Weapons ; illustrated by plates taken
from the original armour in the Tower of London, and other arsenals, museums,
and cabinets.” Lond. 1785. 4to. A Supplement was added in 1789.

A Classical Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue.” Lond. 1785. 8vo.

“ A Guide to Health, Wealth, Honour, and Riches.” Lond. 1785. 8vo.
This is a most amusing collection of advertisements, principally illustrative of
the extreme gullibility of the citizens of London. A very humorous introduc-
tion is prefixed.

“ Military Antiquities, respecting a History of the English Army, from the

® He was accompanied, for the last three years of his travels, by s young man whom he called his
Guiuca-pig, and who had caught his manner of etching.
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Conquest to the Present Time.” R vole. Lond. 1786-88. 4to. With nume-

tous plates,

This work was published in numbers. :

“The History of Dover Castle. By the Rev. William Darrell, Chaplain to

Queen Elizabeth.” 1781,

In 4to, the mme size as the large and small

editions of the Antiquities of England and Wales ; with ten views engraved

from dtawings by Captain Grose.

“ A Provincial Glossary; with a Collection of Local Proverbs and Popular

Superstitions.” Lond. 1788, 8vo.

“ Rules for Drawing Caricatures ; the subject illustrated with four copper-
plates; with an Essay on Comic Painting.” Lond. 1788. 8vo. A second
edition appeared in 1791, 8vo, illustrated with twenty-one copperplates, seven-
teen of which were etched by Captain Grose.

After his demiee, was published “The Olio; being a collection of Essays,
Diualogues, Letters, Biographical Sketches, &c. By the Iate Francis Grose, Esq.,
F.R.S. and A.8.;” with a portrait of the author. Lond. 1796. 8vo.

There are dissertations by him in the Archeeologia, the one “ On an Ancient
Fortification at Christchurch, Hants,” and the other “ On Ancient Spurs.”

Although the verses written by Burns during Captain Grose’s peregrinations
through Scotland collecting its entiquities are sufficiently well known, we
cannot refrain from concluding this article with them :

Hear, Land o' Cakes, and brither Scots,
Frae Maidenkirk to Johnny Groata,
If there's & hole in &’ your coats,
I rede you tent it;
A chiel’s amang you takin notes,
Aud, faith, he'll prent it

1€ in your bounds ye chance to light
Upon a fine, fat, fodgel wight,
O suature short, but genius bright,
That’s he, mark weabass
An wow ! he has an unco slight
0" cauk and keel,

By some auld, boulet-haunted biggin,
Or kirk deserted by its riggin,
It’s ten to ane ye'll find him snug in
Some eldrich part,
safe'n ! colleaguin®

At some black art,

Tlk ghaist that haunts suld ha’ or chamer,
Ye gipsy-gang, that dedl in glamor,
And you deep-read in hell’s black grammar,
Warloeks and witches,
Ye'll quake at his ool#urln bammen,
© midnight e,

Wi* deils, they say,

It’s tauld he was a sodger bred,

Aud ane wad rather fa'n than fled ;

But now he’s quat the spurtle-blade,
An dogskin wallet,

An taen the— —Antiguarian trade,

1 think they call it

He bas & fouth o’ auld nick-nackets,

Rusty airn caps, an jiogling jackets,

‘Wad haud the Loudiame three in tackets
A towmond gude,

Avnd partitch pets, an’ suld saut. backets,
Before the flood.

O® Bve's first fire ke hus ao cinder ;
Auld Tuhal.-Cain’s fire-shool and fender ;
That which disiinguished the gender
0® Balaam’s ass 3
A broom-stick o’ the witch o' Endor,
Weel shod wi® brass.

Forbye, he'll shape you aff fu' gleg,
‘I he cut o® Adam’s philibeg,
The knife that nicket Abel's craig
He'll prove you fully,
It 'was a fauldin jocteleg,
Or lang kail-gully.

But wad ye see him in his glee,
For meikle glee and fun bas he,
Then set him down, and twa or three
Gude fellows wi® him 3
#Aod poré, O port ! shine thou & wee,
And then ye'll sce bim !

Now, by the powers v’ verse and prose !
Thou art a dainty chiel, O Grose !
‘Whac’er o° ‘thee shall ill suppese,

They sair misca® thee,
1°d tak the rascal by the ncse

‘Wad say, Shame fa’ thee.
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No. XIX.

CAPTAIN MINGAY, WITH A PORTER CARRYING
GEORDIE CRANSTOUN IN HIS « CREEL.”

CAPTAIN MINGAY, the principal figare in the Print, was a native of
Ireland. When in Edinburgh with his regiment, now about forty-five years
since, he paid his addresses, and was subsequently married to the amiable Miss
Webster,* daughter of the Rev. Dr Webster, which connexlon proved pecu-
liarly advantageous to the Captain, bj whe
whom are still alive.

GEORGE CRANSTOUN, the little
porter’s creel, was a well-known chatacter
bered by many of its inhabitants, as it is n«
his death. He was of remarkably small st
sessed of @ singularly long, grave, and lugu
a powerful voice, (notwithstanding his di%:
was originally a teacher of music, bat latt
was to be found constantly hanging about |

He was a shrewd and intelligent little p¢
songs, and possessed of some humour;. qua
derable patronage from the * choice spirits’
being frequently invited to their féstive me:
occasions, to place Geordie on the sideboa
trifling pecuniary gratuity for the amuseme
was supplied with a liberal share of the goo:
liquor, to which he was devotedly attached: .vva .
such meetings, the little man got too tipsy to be able to walk home, 8 porter
was generally sent for, who, putting him into his creel, as represented in the
Print, conveyed him safely and comfortably to his residenee, which was situated
in 8 small court adjacent to the Shoemaker’s Close, Canongate. One night, while
waiting till the door should be opened, and resting the bottom of the creel on
the wooden railing of the outside stair which led to Geordie’s domicile, the
porter unfortunately allowed him to tumble out, whereby he was so much injured
that he never fully recovered from the effects of the accident.

It is said, that on one occasion, when no porter or creel was to be had,
his waggish entertainers made him up into a package, and * addressed”
him to his mother, “ carriage paid.” The honest woman believing it to be a

* A lady who inherited all the fine feelings and sensibilities of her mother.
N



50 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

present sent by some friend, was not a little amazed, and perhaps disappointed,
on opening the parcel, to find that it contained only her * ain Geordie.”

At mason meetings, which he regularly attended, and where he was always
entertained gratis, he generally, when about to give a specimen of his accom-
plishments, mounted on one of the tables.

George was a frequent candidate for precentorships in the various churches of
the city, but was uniformly rejected on account of the extreme oddity of his
appearance, which not improbably would have excited feelings amongst the con-
gregation not consistent with the solemmiity-of divine worship.

No. XX,

SAMUEL M‘DONALD AND GEORGE CRANSTOUN.

SamurL M‘DoNaLp, or Big Sam, as he was genenlly called, was a native of
the parish of Lairg, in the county of Sutherland. part of the American
‘Whar, he was a private in the Sutherland Fencibles. %e became afterwards
fugleman to the Royals, and continued in this situation till the year 1791, when
his late. Majesty George the Fourth, then Prince of Wales, made him a lodge
porter at Carlton House. This situation he relinquished in 1798, and was ap-
pointed s sergeant in the regiment in which he originally commenced his mili-
tary career.

His mild manner and singularly clear and sonorous voice peculiarly fitted
him for drilling recruits ; and in this duty he was very frequently employed.
Being of too large stature to stand in the ranks, he generally took his place on
the right of the regiment when in line, and marched at the head when in column.
The striking appearance of M‘Donald on these occasions was not a little height~
ened by his being always accompanied by a mountain deer, of a size as remarkable
as his own. This animal was so attached to him, that, when permitted, it would
follow him through the streets.

When ' the Sutherland Fencibles were formed into the 93d regiment,
M‘Donald still retained his military predilection, and continued with his old
companions ti}l the day of his death, which took place at Guernsey on the
6th of May 1802. He was then 40 years of age. His death was occasioned
Jby a collection of water in the thorax—an insidious disease to which the robust
are more particularly liable.

M‘Donald, from his great good nature and excellent moral character, was a
universal favourite, and much respected in the different corps in which he served.
The Countess of Sutherland, “judging, probably,” says Colonel Stewart of
Garth, “ that so large & body must require more sustenance than his military
pay could aﬂ'ord,” generously allowed him half-a-crown per day over and above
his pay.
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It is said that when Sam was in London, on one occasion he was advised to
show himself for money, and that although he declined exhibiting himself in
his own character, he so far acted on the hint as to dress in female attire, and
advertise as “ The remarkably tall woman.” By this ingenious expedient, Sam
became so well furnished with cash that his expenditure attracted the notice of
his Colonel, who being curious to ascertain in what way he had obtained his sup-
plies, interrogated Sam, who candidly disclosed the fact, and in this way the
secret transpired.

Sem was once persuaded to appear on the stage, whilst in the service of
his late Majesty, at the request of his Royal Master. This took place at the
Opera-House in the Haymarket, then occupied by the Drury-Lane Company,
upon occasion of the representation of a dramatic entertainment, called * Cymon
and Iphigenia,” and in which he acted the appropriate part of Hercules.®

Numberless anecdotes are told of M‘Donald, illustrative of his great
strength. On one occasion, having been challenged by two soldiers of, his own
regiment, on the understanding that he was to fight both at once, Samuel
agreed, but said, as he had no quarrel with them, he should wish to shake hands
before they began. One of the combatants instantly held out his hand. Samuel
took hold of it, but, instead of giving him the friendly shake expected, he used
it as a lever to raise his opponent from the ground, and swinging him round as
he would a cat by the tail, threw him to a great distance. The other com-
batant, not admiring this preliminary process, took to his heels.

While in Edinburgh, Sam occasionally patronized Geordie Cranstoun, and
took much pleasure in listening to his singing. He was nevertheless much dis-
pleased to find himself associated with him in the Print, remarking to the artist,
that he did not choose to be classed with a beggar, and insisting that the figure
of the little man should be extingumished. Although this demand was not
complied with, the next time he called on the artist, Sam was in his usual good
humour. :

Sam was six feet ten inches high, four feet round the chest, extremely strong-
built and muscular, but yet proportionable, unless his legs might be thought
even too stout for the load they had to bear.

No. XXI.

MAJOR FISHER.

Ta1s gentleman, represented as giving the word of command, was an officer
in the 55th regiment of foot, which was here in 1790. Both officers and men
conducted themselves with great propriety while in Edinburgh.

* Gentleman's Msguzine, vol, Lxxii. p, 478,
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No. XXII.
DR JOSEPH BLACK.

D= Brack was born in France, on the banks of the Garonne, in 1728. His
father, Mr John Black, was a native of Belfast, in Ireland, but his ancestors
were originally from Scotland. Mr Black had settled in Bordeaux as a wine-
merchant, where he married a daughter of Mr Robert Gordon of Hillhead, in
Aberdeenshire, who also resided at Bordeaux, and was engaged in the same
trade. At the age of twelve, young Black was sent to his relations in Belfast
to be educated, and he accordingly attended the schools of that town. In
1746 he entered the Unisexsity of Glasgow, where he was very early patronized
by Mr Robert Dick, Profeasor of Natural Philosophy, and speedily became the
intimate companion of his son, who, as well as his youthful friend, had already
given a decided preference to physical knowledge. During the course of the
same year in which he went to college, Dr Cullen commenced his illustrious
career as lecturer on chemistry in the University of Glasgow, and his fame
quickly spread through the city of Glasgow. His class, besides being filled
with regular students, was attended by many gentlemen who had no idea of
prosecuting professionally the study of medicine. Dr Cullen, in every situation
which he held either in Glasgow or in Edinburgh, made it a point to cultivate
an acquaintance with those who attended his lectures—uniformly treated them
with respect, but from the natural openness and generosity of his temper, never
kept them at a distance—was accessible at all times, and took cognizance of
the progress of their studies. He became early acquainted with young Black,
and, perceiving the bent of his genius, strongly impressed upon him the pro-
priety of prosecuting with ardour the cultivation of that field of acience upon
which he had just entered. In a short time he was advanced to be Dr Cullen’s
assistant in the performance of experiments; and by the extraordinary neatness
and address which he discovered in this department, he essentially contributed
to increase the eclit of the Professor’s lectures.

He repaired to Edinburgh to finish his medical studies, and in 1751 was
enrolled as a student of medicine. Whilst there, he resided with his cousin-
german, Mr Russell, Professor of Natural Philosophy in that University. The
usefulness of this seminary as a medical school was then only beginning to
be known, but the reputation of its teachers had already spread through
various parts of the world. During three sessions he attended all the neces-
sary classes, and took the degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1754, On this
occasion it is customary in Edinburgh to print a thesis, in the Latin language,
on some subject connected with medical science. Dr Black chose for his theme
“ The Acid arising from Food, and Magnesia Alba,” in which was contained
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his celebrated discovery of fiwed air, or carbonic acid gas. We are informed
by himself, that he was led to the examination of the absorbent earths, partly
by the hope of discovering a new sort of lime and lime-water, which might pos-
sibly be a more powerful solvent of the stone than that commonly used. The
attention of the public had been directed to this subject for some years. Sir
Robert, as well as his brother Horace, afterwards Lord Walpole, were troubled
with the stone. They imagined that they had received benefit from a medicine
invented by a Mrs Stephens; and, through their interest principally, she re-
ceived five thousand pounds sterling for revealing the secret. It was accord-
ingly published in the London Gasette on the 19th June 1789. This had
directed the attention of medical men to the employment of lime-water in cure
of the stone. Upon the publication of the thesis, it immediately attracted the
attention of chemical philosophers; and Dr Black is now universally. acknow-
ledged to be the founder of pneumatic chemistry, and to have opened an im-
mense field for observation and experiment to the philosophical world, which
before his time had never been explored or even thought of.

« Dr Cullen removing to Edinburgh in 1756, Dr Black was appointed Pro-
fessor of Anatomy and Lecturer on Chemistry; but not conceiving himself so well
qualified for filling the anatomical chair, he obtained the concurrence of the Uni-
versity to accomplish an exchange with the Professor of Medicine. He brought
to maturity his theory of latent heat, some time between 1759 and 1763 ; and
he read, in April 1762, to a select society in Glasgow, the result of his experi-
ments on the subject. Much about the same year he read the essay on latent
heat before a society in Edinburgh, bearing the name of the Newtonian Society,
instituted in 1759. The delicate state of his health was the cause of his
never publishing an account of his doctrine, as the slightest exertion, if con-
tinued for any length of time, always brought on a spitting of blood ; and the
excitement which a publication of this description would necessarily have pro-
duced, and the controversy and criticism that would have followed, was much
more than his feeble frame could have borne.

In 1764, it was fortunate both for Dr Black and science, that Mr James
Watt, so justly celebrated for his improvements of the steam-engine, became his
pupil, he being at that time employed in repairing the model of a steam-engine
for the Natural Philosophy class in the University.

In the year 1766, Dr Cullen, the Professor of Chemistry in the University of
Edinburgh, was appointed Professor of Medicine; and the chemical chair in
the University thus becoming vacant, Dr Black was immediately appointed to it,
and he continued one of the chief ornaments of the University for a space of
about thirty years.

Dr Black lived on very friendly terms with most of the many literary
characters then resident in the northern metropolis. Amongst these we may
mention his relative, Dr Adam Ferguson, Mr Home, author of the tragedy of
Douglas, Dr Alexander Carlyle, Sir George Clerk of Pennycuick, his brother
Mr Clerk of Eldin, Dr Roebuck, and Dr Hutton.

0
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He felt the approaches of old age somewhat early, and was under the neces-
sity of employing an assistant when only about sixty years of age. He restricted
himself to a moderate, or rather abstemious diet, and regulated his food and
exercise by the measure of his strength. He entertained many apprehensions
of a long-continued sick-bed, which he was anxious to avoid, not from any selfish
motive, but that it might not occasion trouble or distress to his friends. This
anticipated evil was averted by the suddenness of his departure, which took
place on the 26th November 1799, while sitting at table with his usual fare
before him, viz., some bread, a few prunes, and a measured quantity of milk,
diluted with water, with the cup in his hands containing the liquid, resting on
his knees. In this posture he was found by the servant who attended him. He
was in the 71st year of his age.

Dr Black, who had never been married, left more money than any one thought
he could have acquired in the course of his career. It was disposed of by his
will in & manner highly characteristic: Being divided into ten thousand shares,
it was parcelled out to a numerous list of individuals, in shares, or fractions of
shares, according to the degree in"which he thought they were proper objects of
his care or solicitude. He was succeeded, as Professor of Chemistry, by Dr Hope.

“ The aspect of Dr Black,”says Chalmers,* ** was comely and interesting. His
countenance exhibited that pleasing expression of inward satisfaction, which, by
giving ease to the beholder, never fails to please. His manner was unaffected
and graceful ; he was affable, and readily entered into conversation, whether
pious or trivial; he was a strapger to none of the elegant accomplish-
ments of life; he had a fine -musical eer, with a voice which could obey it
in the most perfect manner ; for he sung, and performed on the flute, with great
taste and feeling, and would sing a plain air at sight, which many instrumental
performers cannot do. Without having studied drawing, he had acquired a
considerable power of expressing with his pencil, and seemed in this respect to
have the talents of a historical painter. Figure, indeed, of every kind attracted
his attention—even a retort, or a crucible, was to his eye an example of beauty
or deformity. He bad the strongest claim to the appellation of a man of pro-
priety or correctness.”

The house where Dr Black resided is now occupied by the Female Depart-
ment of the Industrious Blind, in Nicolson Street.

.

No. XXIII.
DR JOSEPH BLACK, LECTURING.

THE notice illustrative of the preceding portrait of Dr Black renders any
description of this Print unnecessary, except to add that his *“ Lectures on the
Elements of Chemistry, delivered in the University of Edinburgh,” were pub-
lished in 2 vols. 4to, by Professor Robison, in 1803.

® Biographical Dictionary, vol. v. p. 311. London, 1812, §vo.
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No. XXIV.
DR JAMES HUTTON.

Dz HutToN was an ingenious philosopher, remarkable for the unaffected
simplicity of his manner, and much esteemed by the society in which he moved.
In his dress he very much resembled a Quaker, with the exception that he wore
a cocked hat. He was born in the city of Edinburgh, on the 38d June 1726,
and was the son of a merchant there, who died in the infancy of his son. He
was educated at the High School ; and, after going through the regular course
at that seminary, he entered the University of Edinburgh in 1740. The
original intention of his friends was, that he should follow the profession of a
Writer to the Signet; and, with this view, he for some time pursued the course
of study enjoined by the regulations of that Society, and accordingly attended
the Humanity (or Latin) Class for two sessions. It would appear, however, that
the early bent of his genius was directed towards chemistry; for, instead of
prosecuting the study of the law, he was more frequently found amusing the clerks
and apprentices in the office in which he had been placed, with chémical experi-
ments. His master, therefore, with much lundness, advised him to select some

other avocation more suited to ! ordmgly, fixed on me-
dicine, and returned to the Univ :e sessions, he attended
the requisite classes, but did » :d to Paris, and spent
two years in that city. On his ugh Leyden, and there
took the degree of Doctor of M September 1749.
Meanwhile he had formed, acquaintance with Mr

John Davie. They entered into a copartnershlp, and engaged in the manu-
facture of sal-ammoniac from coal-soot, which was carried on in Edinburgh for
many years with considerable success. From his peculiar habits he had little
chance of getting into practice as a doctor of medicine, and he appears to have
relinquished the idea very early. He determined to betake himself to agricul-
ture: for this purpose he resided for some time with a farmer in the county of Nor-
folk ; and, in the year 1754, bringing a plough and a ploughman from England,
he took into his own hands a small property which he possessed in Berwickshire.
Having brought his farm into good order, and not feeling the same enthusiasm
for agriculture which he had previously entertained, he removed to Edinburgh
about the year 1768, and devoted himself almost exclusively to scientific pur-
suits.

In 1777, Dr Hutton’s first book, entitled, * Considerations on the Nature,
Quality, and Distinctions of Coal and Culm,” was given to the world. ZHe next
published an outline of his ¢ Theory of the Earth,” in the first volume of the
* Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh.” Dr Hutton had, during »
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long course of years, accumulated a variety of facts in support of his theory,—
having undertaken journies not only through Scotland, but also through Eng-
land and Wales, and different parts of the continent of Europe. In the same .
volume he published another paper, entitled, “ A Theory of Rain.” This
theory met with a vigorous opposition from M. de Luc, and became a subject of
controversy, which was conducted with much warmth.

In 1792 he published ¢ Dissertations on different subjects in Natural Philo-
sophy,” in which his theory for explaining the phenomena of the material world
seems to coincide very closely with that of Boscovich, though there is no reason
to suppose that the former was suggested by the latter.

Dr Hutton next turned his attention to the study of metaphysics, the result
of which he gave to the public in a voluminous work, entitled, * An Investiga-
tion of the Principles of Knowledge, and of the Progress of Reason from Sense
to Science and Philosophy.” 8 vols. 4to. Edinburgh, 1794. While engaged
in its publication he was seized with a dangerous illness, from which he never
entirely recovered. In 1794 appeared his * Dissertation upon the Philoso-
phy of Light, Heat, and Fire,” 8vo. In 1796, his *“ Theory of the Earth”
was republished in 2 vols., with large additions, and a new Mineralogical system.
Many of his opinions were ably combated by Kirwan and others.

Professor Playfair, who had adopted the leading doctrines of the Doctor’s
theory, published, in 1802, a work entitled, * Illustrations of the Huttonian
Theory of the Earth.” A short time before his death the Doctor wrote a work
on Agriculture, which was intended to form 4 vols. 8vo. The MS. was recently
in existence.

Dr Hutton's health had begun to decline in 1792; and, as before men-
tioned, he was seized with a severe illness during the summer of 1798, which,
after some intervals of convalescence, terminated at last in his death, upon the
26th March 1797, having written a good deal in the course of the same day.
He died, like his friend Dr Black, a bachelor.

~

No. XXV.
PHILOSOPHERS.

Tu1s Print represents D2 Bracx and De HurTon, who were for a long
series of years most intimate and attached friends, conversing together. Their
studies and pursuits were in manyrespects intimatcly connected, and upon different
subjects of philosophical speculation they had frequently opposite opinions, but
this never interrupted the harmony of their personal friendship. They were
remarkable for their simplicity of character, and almost total ignorance of
what was daily passing around them in the world. An amusing illustration
of this will be found in the following anecdote :—



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 57

Several highly respectable literary gentlemen proposed to hold a convivial
meeting once-a-week, and deputed two of their number, Doctors Black and
Hutton, to look out for a suitable house of entertainment to meet in. The two
accordingly sallied out for this purpose, and seeing on the South Bridge a sign
with the words, ¢ Stewart, vintner, down stairs,” they immediately wentinto the
house and demanded a sight of their best room, which was accordingly shown to
them, and which pleased them much. Without further inquiry, the meetings were
fixed by them to be held in this house; and the club nssembled there during the
greater part of the winter, till one evening Dr Hutton, being rather late, was sur-
prised, whem going in, to see 8 whole bevy of well-dressed but somewhat brazen-
faced young ladies brush past him, and take refuge in an sdjoining apartment.
e then, for the first time, began to think that all was not right, and commu-
nicated his suspicions to the rest of the company. Next moring the notable
discovery was made, that our amisble philosophers had introduced their friends
to one of the most noted houses of bed fame in the city!!

These attached friends agreed in their oppesition to the usual vulgsr prejudices,
and frequently diseoursed together upon the sbsurdity of many generlly received
opinions, especially in regard to diet. On one occasion they bad a disquisition
upon the inconsistency of abstaining from feeding on the testaceous creatures of
the land, while those of the sea were considered as delicacies. Sumils, for in~
stence—why not use thema as articles of food ? They were well known to be
nutritious and wholesome—even sanative in some cases. The epicures, in olden
time, csteemed as & most delicions treat the smails fed in the marble-quarvies of
Lucea. The Italians still hold them in esteem. The two philesophers, per-
fectly satisfied that their countrymen were acting most absurdly in not making
saails an ordimery srticle of food, resolved themselves to set an example ; end,
accondingly, heving proewred a number, censed them to be stewed for dinner.
No guests were invited to the banquet. The snails were in due season sexved up ;
but, alas! great is the differemee between theory and practice—ao far from exciting
the appetite, the smoking dish acted in a dismetrically opposite maaner, and nei-
ther party felt nmch inclination to partake of its eontents ; nevertheless, if they
looked on the mmils with disgust, they retained their awe for each others so that
each, conceiving the symptoms of intemnal revolt peeuliar to himeself, began with
infinite exertion to swallow, in very small quentities, the mees which he internally
loathed. Dr Black at length broke the ice, but in a delicate manner, as if to
sound the opinien of his messmate :—“ Doctor,” he enid, in his precise and quiet
manser, * Doctor, do you not think that they taste s fitthe~a very little-queer?™
% e queer! —w- queer, indeed !~-tak them awa’, tak them awa’ !™ vociferated
Dr Hutton, starting up from table, and giving full vent 4o his feelings of abhor-
TR0,
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No. XXVIL
DR JOHN BROWN,

AUTHOR OF “THE BRUNONIAN SYSTEM OF MEDICINE,”

Is represented with the ensign of the Roman Eagle Lodge, which used to be
carried at public processions before the Master, a situation which he long held.

The miniature scene in the background describes what had frequently hap-
pened, namely, the Doctor at a bowl of punch, with Mr Little of Libberton,
Mr John Lamont, surgeon, and Lord Bellenden, heir to his Grace the Duke
of Roxburghe, playing on the fiddle—an accomplishment in which he excelled—
for the entertainment of the compamy. His Lordship, who was remarkable for
his free, generous, and hogpitable disposition, in 1787 married Miss Sarah
Cumming of Jamaica, & lady patemally of Scottish, but maternally of African
descent. The other two gentlemen in conversation at the back of this convi-
vial group, are Dr William Cullen and Dr Alexander Hamilton, Professor of
Midwifery ; the gentleman in white clothes, to the left, is Dr James Graham,
already described in No. XI.

Dr John Brown was born in the parish of Buncle, in the county of Berwick,
of parents more respectable for decency of character than dignity of rank. Dise-
covering early marks of uncommon talents, his parents were induced, after having
fruitlessly bound him as an apprentice to a weaver, to change his destination.
He was accordingly sent to the grammar-school of Dunse, where, under Mr
Cruickshanks, an able teacher, he studied with great ardour and success. His
application, indeed, was so intense, that he was seldom without a book in his
hand. It is said that Brown submitted, in his youth, to be a reaper of corn, to
procure for himself the means of improvement. With the price of such labour
he put himself to school, where his abilities attracted the attention of his
master, and procured him the place of assistant. His revolt from the loom,
according to this account, must have been attended with highly honourable cir-
cumstances.

The years of Brown’s grammar education appear to have been, in no common
degree, well-spent and happy; and he continued at school until he had nearly
attained the age of twenty. In the summer of 1757, his reputation as a scholar
procured him the appointment of tutor to a family of some distinction in the
neighbourhood of Dunse, where, however, he did not long continue an inmate.
Upon relinquishing this situation he repaired to the University of Edinburgh,
where, after going through the usual course of philosophy, he entered upon his
theological studies : he attended the lectures of the professors, diligently applied
to the study of the authors recommended by them, and proceeded so far as to deli-
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ver in the public hall the usual academical exercise prescribed prior to ordination
as a clergyman of the Scottish Establishment. At this point he stopped, and
relinquished the profession of divinity altogether : the sequel will sufficiently
explain his motives for this change. Its immediate consequence was his retreat
from Edinburgh to Dunse. Here he engaged himself as usher to the school
which he had lately quitted ; and in this capacity he officiated a whole year, in the
course of which one of the classes in the High School at Edinburgh becoming
vacant, Brown appeared as & candidate, but proved unsuccessful.

When Brown renounced divinity, he turned his thoughts to the study of
medicine ; and in order to defray the necessary expense attendant upon this
new pursuit, he became what in college parlance is termed a “ grinder,” or
preparer of Latin translations of the inaugural dissertations which medical stu-
dents are bound to publish before taking their degree as Doctors in Medicine.
His attention was first directed to this employment by accident. Application
being made to one of his friends to procure a person sufficiently qualified to .
turn an essay of this kind into tolerable Latin, Brown was recommended, and
performed the task in & -manuer that exceeded the expectations both of the
friend and the candidate. When it was observed how much he had excelled
the ordinary style of such compositions, he said he had now discovered his
strength, and was ambitious of riding in his own carriage as & physician. This
occurred towards the close of 1759.

Brown next turned his attention to the establishment of a boarding-house for
students, a resource which would enable him to maintain a family. His repu-
tation for various attainments was, he thought, likely to draw round him a num-
ber sufficient to fill a large house. With this prospect he married in 1765
Miss Euphemia Lamont, daughter of Mr John Lamont, merchant in Edinburgh,
by whom he had twelve children. His success answered his expectations, and
his house was soon filled with respectable boarders ; but he lived too splendidly
for his income ; and it is said that he managed so ill, that in two or three years
he became bankrupt. Towards the end of 1770, he was miserably reduced in
circumstances, but he nevertheless continued to maintain his original inde-
pendence of character. He seemed to be happy in his family; and, as far as
could be observed, acquitted himself affectionately both as a husband and a
parent. He still attended the medical classes, which, according to his own
account, he had done for ten or eleven years.

From the celebrated Cullen he early received the most flattering marks of at-
tention. 'This speculatist, like Boerhaave, and other men of genius in the same
station, was accustomed to watch the fluctuating body of students with a vigilant
eye, and to seek the acquaintance of the most promising. Brown's inti-
mate and classical knowledge of the Latin language served him as a
peculiar recommendation ; and his circumstances might induce Cullen to
believe that he could render this talent permanently useful to himself.
Taking, therefore, its possessor under his immediate patronage, he gave him
employment as a private instructor in his own family, and spared no pains in
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recommending him to others. A close intimacy ensned. The favoured pupil
was at length permitted to give an evening lecture, in which he repeated, and
sometimes illustrated, the morning lecture of the professor, for which purpose
he was entrusted with Cullen’s own notes. This friendship, however, was not
of pernanent duration.

When the theoretical chair of medicine became vacant, Brown gave in his
name as a candidate. On s former oecasion, of a nature somewhat similar, he
had disdained to avail himself of recommendations, which he might have ob-
tained with ease; and, though his abilities were far superior to those of the
other candidates, private interest then prevailed over the more just pretensions
of merit. Such was his simplicity that he conceived nothing beyond pre-
eminent qualifications necessary to suocess. The Magistrates and Council of
Edinburgh were the patrons of this professorship, and they are reported, de-
ridingly, to have inquired who this unknowm and umfriended candidate was,
and Cullen, on being shown the name, is said to have exelaimed, ¢ Why, sure
this can never be our Jock !

Estranged from Dr Cullen, Brown gradually became his grestest ememy,
and shortly afierwards found out the New Theory, which gave occasion to
his publishing the « Elementa Medicince,” in the preface to which work he
gives an account of the aceident that led to this discovery. The approbation
his work met with among his friends, encouraged him to give lecturcs upon his
system, Though these lectures were not very numerously attended by the stu-
dents, owing to their dependence upon the professors, he had many adherents,
to whom the sobriquet of * Brunonians™ was attached.® It is annecessary to
enter upon all the angry disputes that subsequently aross. Suffice it to say that
" the eamity of his medical opponents, his own violence, and the pecuniary em.
berrassments he laboured under, ultimately compelled him to leave Edinburgh
for London in 1786. During his residence in Edinburgh, Dr Brown was elected
President of the Medical Society in 1776, and again in 1780.

Observing that the students of medicine frequently sought initiation into the
mysteries of Freemasonry, our author thonght their youthful curiosity afforded
him a chance of proselytes. In 1784 he instituted & meeting of that fratemity,
and entitled it the ¢ Lodge of the Roman Eagle.” The business was conducted
in the Latin language, which he spoke with uncommon fluency. * I was much
diverted,” observes Dr Macdonald, * by his ingennity in turning into Latin all
the terms used in Masonry.”

In lecturing, Dr Brown had too frequently recourse to stimulants. He usually
had a bottle of spirits—whisky generally—on one side, and a phial of laudenum
on the other. Whenever he found himself languid preparatory to eommencing,
he would take forty or fifty drops of laudanum in a glass of whisky, repeating
the quantity for four or five times during the course of the lecture. By these

® It may be mentioned as & curious fact, that & * perlegi™ was ordered to be put at the end of each

medical Thesis, for the purpose of seeing that no part of the Brunonian system was introduced by the can-
didaves for a dogree.
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means he soon waxed warm, and by degrees his imagination became dreadfully
excited. Before leaving Edinburgh, he was so miserably reduced in his circum-
stances a8 to be committed to prison for debt, where his pupils attended his
lectures. His liberation from jail was principally attributable to the exertions
of the eccentric but amiable Lord Gardenstone.

Shortly after his arrival in London, the peculiarity of his appearance as he
moved along—a short, square figure—with an air of dignity, in a black suit,
which made the scarlet of his cheeks and nose the more resplendent—attracted
the notice of certain * Chevaliers &’ Industrie,” on the look-out for spoil in the
street. They addressed him in the dialect of his country: his heart, heavy as
it must have been from the precariousness of his situation and distance from his
native land, expanded to these agreeable sounds. A conversation ensued, and
the perties by common consent adjourned to a tavern. Here the stranger was
kindly welcomed to town, and, after the glass had circulated for a time, some-
thing was proposed by way-ef amusement—a game at cards, or whatever the
Doctor might prefer. The Doctor had been too civilly treated to demur; but
his purse was scantily furnished, and it was necessary to quit his new friends in
search of a supply. Fortunately he applied to Mr Murray the bookseller, who
speedily enlightened him as to the quality of his companions.

A London sharper, of another denomination, afterwards tried to take advan-
tage of the Doctor. This was an ingenious speculator in quack medicines.
He thought a composition of the most powerful stimulants might have a run,
under the title of * Dr Brown's Exciting Pill ;™ and, for the privilege of the
name, offered him a sum in hand, by no means contemptible, as well as a share
of the contemplated profits. Poor Brown, needy as he was, to his honour in-
dignantly rc;ected the proposal.

By his sojourn in London, Brown did not mprove his circumstances : he
persisted in his old irregularities, projecting at the same time great designs,
and entertaining sanguine expectations of success; but, on the 7th of October
1788, when he was about fifty-two years of age, he was seized with a fit of apo-
plexy, and died in the course of the night.

No. XXVII.
DR BROWN, IN HIS STUDY,

Whriting, we have little doubt, his * Elements of Medicine,” a new edition of
which, revised and corrected by Dr Beddoes, was printed in two vols. 8vo, in

Ino
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No. XXVIIL
STR JAMES HUNTER BLAIR, BART,,

LATE LORD PROVOST OF EDINBURGH,

Is here represented with his robes on, and holding a plan of the South Bridge
in his band. From Kay’s own authority we learn, that * ke etched this Print
by express eommission, for which he received a guines for the first impression,
and at the rate of half-a-guinea for another dozen.”

Sir James was the second son of Mr John Hunter, merchant in Ayr, and wae
born in that town on the 21st day of Februsry 1741. His father aequired con-
siderable property in land and money, and left his children, who were still young
at his death, in easy ecircumstamces. In the year 1756, Sir James was placed as
an apprentiee in the house of the brothets Coutts, bankers in Edinburgh. It was
at this time that his friendship. commenced with Sir William Forbes, who was
then a fellow-clerk in the Bank. Sir William, in a letter, writtea after the
death of Sir James, observes, ‘ our friendship terminated omly with his life,
after an intimaey which few brothers can boast of, during thirty-one years, in
which long period we never had a difference, nor a separation of interest.”

After the death of Mr John Coutts, the principal partaer of the house, Sir
‘William and Mr Huntezr were admitted to a share of the business in 1763,* and
gradually rose to the head of the copartnery.

In December 1770, he married Jane, eldest daughter of John Blair, Esq. of
Dunskey, in the county of Wigton. This lady’s father, at his death, left no
fewer than six sons, four of whom were alive at the time of their sister’s mar-
riage, but all having died, she succeeded, in 1777, to the family estate. Sir
James on this occasion assumed the name of Blair, and was afterwards, in the
vear 1786, created a Baronet of Great Britain.

On the estate which had thus unexpectedly devolved to him, he commenced
a plan of most extensive and judicious improvements. He nearly rebuilt the
town of Portpatrick ; he repaired and greatly improved the harbour; esta-
blished packet-boats of a larger size on the much-frequented passage to Donagh-
adee in Ireland ; and lastly, while the farmers in that part of Scotland were not
very well acquainted with the most approved modes of farming, he set before
them a suecessful example of the best modes of agriculture, ‘the greatest ser-
vice, perhaps, which can be performed by a private man to his country.

In September 1781, he was called, without any solicitation on his part, tere-
present the city of Edinburgh in Parliament ; and at the general election in
summer 1784, he received the same honour; but before the end of the first

® About this time Sir James first became a member of the Town-Council.
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Session he resigned his seat, to the surprise of many, in favour of 8ir Adam
Fergusson, Bart., as he found his professional avocations required an attendance
quite incompatible with his Parliamentary duties.

At Michaelmas 1784, in compliance with the urgent request of the Town-
Council, he was elected Lord Provost of Edinburgh ; and he speedily evinced
his public epirit by setting on foot various projects for the improvement of the
city, among the not least important of which was the rebuilding the College.
The access to Edinburgh from the south, on account of the narrowness and
steepness of the lanes, was not only very incommodious but even hazardous;
and, accordingly, it had been proposed to open a communication between the
High Street and the southern parts of the city and suburbs by means of a bridge
over the Cowgate. This scheme, although its great importance was abundantly
obvious, appeared 8o expensive, and was attended with so many other difficul-
ties, that every previous attempt had proved unsuccessful, and it required all the
address and influence of the Lord Provost to carry it into execution.

In order to deftay the great expense, Sir James devised means which, to men
of less discernment or knowledge in business, appeared very inadequate to the
purpose. His scheme was this: The property which lay in the line of the in-
tended communication, and to a considerable distance on each side of that line,
was to be purchased at its real value at the time ; and after the communication
was opened, such parts of the ground thus purchased as were not to be left
vacant, were to be disposed of for the purpose of erecting buildings, according
to a plan prepared for the purpose. Sir James conccived that the sale of these
areas, in consequence of the great improvement of their situation, would raise
money sufficient, not only to pay for the first purchase of the property, but also
to defray the expense of building the bridge, and whatever else was necessary
for completing the communication. But lest there should be any deficiency,
and in order to afford security for borrowing the money which might be requi-
site, the trustees for carrying on the work were to be empowered to levy a sum not
exceeding 10 per cent of the valued rents of the houses in Edinburgh and the
environs ; and to remove all cause of complaint, he proposed that if any of the
owners of the property to be purchased should not agree with the trustees, the
price of their property should be fixed by the verdict of a jury, consisting of fif-
teen persons, to be chosen by lot out of forty-five proprietors of houses or
lands in the city or county, named by the Sheriff in each particular case.

These proposals were published in Nevember 1784, and met with the same
reception which has often attended schemes of still greater importance, and more
extensive utility. They were censured and vigorously opposed. A man of less
ardour and public spirit would have yielded to the discouragements which Sir
James experienced on this occasion. Fortunately he was of such a temper that
they served only to stimulate his exertions, without rendering him less prudent
in his measures. His perseverance surmounted every opposition. An Act of
Parliament was obtained for carrying into execution not only the plan which has
heen mentioned, but likewise several others, of great importance to the city:
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and on the 1st day of August 1785, the work was begun bylaying the founds-
tion-stone of the bridge which now connects, by an easy and spacious communi-
cation, the suburbs on the south with the rest of the city.

The foundation of the new bridge was laid with great solemnity by the Right
Hon. Lord Haddo, Grand-Master Mason of Scotland, in presence of the Lord
Provost and Magistrates, 8 number of the nobility and gentry, and the master,
officers, and brethren of all the Lodges of Freemasons in the city and neigh-
bourhood.

In the foundation-stone were cut five holes, wherein the Substitute Grand-
Master put some coins of his Majesty George III., and covered them with a
plate, on which was engraven an inscription in Latin, the translation of which
is as follows :—

¢ By the blessing of Almighty God, in the reign of George III., the father
¢ of his country, the Right Hon. George Lord Haddo, Grand-Master of the
“ most ancient fraternity of Freemasons in Scotland, amidst the acclamations of a
‘ Grand Assembly of the Brethren, and of a vast concourse of people, laid the
¢ first stone of this bridge, intended to form a convenient communication between
¢ the city of Edinburgh and its suburbs, and an access not unworthy of such a
“ city.

“ This work, so useful to the inhabitants, so pleasing and convenient to
“ strangers, so ornamental to the city, so creditable to the country, so long and
“ much wanted and wished for, was at last begun with the sanction of the
¢ King and Parliament of Great Britain, and with universal approbation, in the
“ Provostship of James Hunter Blair, the author and indefatigable promoter of
* the undertaking, August the first, in the year of our Lord 1785, and of the
“ era of Masonry 5785, which may God prosper.”

Sir James lived only to see the commencement of the great works which he
had projected. In spring 1787, he went to Harrowgate for the recovery of his
health, but without the appearance of any alarming complaint. The waters had
not the success which he expected. In the month of June his indisposition was
much increased, and terminated in a fever. He died on the 1st day of July
1787, in the 47th year of his age. His remains were conveyed to Edinburgh,
and deposited in the Greyfriars’ churchyard.

In private life, Sir James was affable and cheerful, warmly attached to his
friends, and anxious for their success. As a magistrate, he was upright, liberal,
and disinterested. His talents were of the highest order—to an unwearied ap-
plication, he united great knowledge of the world, sagacity in business, and
soundness of understanding ; and he died unusually respected.

Hunter Square and Blair Street, where the King’s Printing-Office is situated,
were named after Sir James, whose estate and titles are inherited by the respected
Sir David Hunter Blair, Bart., who also holds the appointment of Printer to
his Majesty.
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No. XXIX.

ALEXANDER CARLYLE, D.D., INVERESK.

THis Print gives a very striking likeness of one of the chief leaders of the Court
party in our Church judicatures. From his repeated exertions in favour of the
law of patronage, and frequently styling the popular party ¢ Fanatics,” Kay -
has given him the curious title at the bottom of the Print.

Dr Carlyle (born January 26, 1722, died August 25, 1805,) is memorable
as a member—though an inactive one—of the brilliant fraternity of literary men
who attracted attention in Scotland during the latter half of the eighteenth century.
His father was the minister of Prestonpans. He received his education at the
Universities of Glasgow, Edinburgh, and Leyden. While he attended these
schools of learning, his elegant and manly accomplishments gained him admis-
sion into the most polished circles, at the same time that the superiority of his
understanding, and the refinement of his taste, introdaced him to the particular
notice of men of science and literature. At the breaking out of the insurrection
of 1745, being only twenty-three years of age, he thought proper to enroll
himself in a body of volunteers, which was raised at Edinburgh to defend the
city. This corps was dissolved on the approach of the Highland army, when
he retired to his father’s house at Prestonpams, where the tide of war soon fol-
lowed him. Sir John Cope having pitched his camp in the immediate neigh-
bourhood of Prestonpans, the Highlanders attacked him early on the momning
of the 21st of September, and soon gained a decigive victory; Carlyle was
awoke by an account that the armies were engaged, when, in order to have a
view of the action, he hurried to the top of the village-steeple, where he arrived
only in time to see the regular soldiers flying in all directions to escape the
broadswords of the Highlanders.

Having gone through the usual exercises prescribed by the Church of Scot-
land, he was presented, in 1748, to the living of Inveresk, near Edinburgh.
In this situation he remained for the long period of fifty-seven years. His
talents as a preacher were of the highest order, and contributed much to in-
troduce into the Scottish pulpit an elegance of manner-and delicacy of taste,
to which this part of the United Kingdom had been formerly a stranger, but
of which it has since afforded some brilliant examples. In the General Assem-
bly of the Church of Scotland, Dr Carlyle acted on the moderate side, and, next
to Dr Robertson, was one of the most instrumental members of that party in
reducing the government of the Church to the tranquillity which it experienced
almost down to our own time. It was owing chiefly to his active exertions, that the
clergy of the Church of Scotland, in consideration of their moderate incomes, and

of their living in official houses, were exempted from the severe pressure of thehouse
]
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and window tax. 'With this object in view he spent some time in London, and
was introduced at Court, where the elegance of his manners, and the dignity of
his appearance, are said to have excited both surprise and admiration. He suc-
ceeded in his efforts, though no clause to that purpose was introduced into
any act of Parliament. The ministers were charged annually with the duty,
but the collectors received private instructions that no steps should be taken
to enforce payment.

Public spirit was a conspicuous part of the character of the Doctor. The love
of his country seemed to be the most active principle of his heart, and the direc-
tion in which it was guided at a period which seriously menaced the good order of
society, was productive of incalculable benefit among those over whom his in-
fluence extended. He was so fortunate in his early days as to form an acquaint-
ance with all those celebrated men whose names have added splendour to the
literary history of the eighteenth century. Smollett, in his * Expedition of
Humphry Clinker,” a work in which fact and fiction are curiously blended, mon-
tions that he owed to Dr Carlyle his introduction to the literary circles of Edin-
burgh. After mentioning a list of celebrated names, he adds—*¢ These acquaint-
ances I owe to the friendship of Dr Carlyle, who wants nothing but inclination
to figure with the rest upon paper.”

Dr Carlyle was a particular friend of Mr Home, the author of Douglas, and
that tragedy, if we are not misinformed, was, previous to its being represented,
, submitted to his revision. It is even stated, although there appears no evidence

of the truth of the assertion, that Dr Carlyle, at a private rehearsal in Mrs
Ward’s lodgings in the Canongate, acted the part of Old Norval, Dr Robert-
son performing Lord Randolph—David Hume, Glenalvon, and Dr Blair! !
Anna*—Lady Randolph being enacted by the author. He exerted, as may be
supposed, his utmost efforts to oppose that violent opposition which was raised
against Mr Home by the puritanical spirit, which, though by that time some-
what mitigated, was still far from being extinguished in this country; 4 and
successfully withstood a prosecution before the Church courts for attending the
performance of the tragedy of Douglas.
Dr Carlyle rendered an essential service to literature, in the recovery of Collins’
-long lost “Ode on the Superstitions of the Highlands.” The author, on his
death-bed, had mentioned it to Dr Johnson as the best of his poems, but it
was not in his possession, and no search had been able to discover a copy. At
last, Dr Carlyle found it accidentally among his papers, and presented it to the

@ See Edinburgh Evening Post, January 81, 1829,
4+ Upon occasion of the representation of the tragedy, a variety of oth,bothforndnpimt, issed
from the press. In one of them, emtitled, ¢ The First Night's Audienco, an excellent new ballsd,
to the tune of ¢ A Cobbler there was,”” 4to, Pp. 4., occurs the following stanss, applicable to Dr
Carlyle :—
¢ Hid close in the green-room some clergymen lay,
Good actors themselves too—their whole life a play ;
C—lyle with a cudgel and genius rare,
‘With aspect as stoern as s Hossian hussar.
Derry down,” &c.
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Royal Society of Edinburgh, in the first volume of whose Transactions it was
published ; and by the public in general, as well as by the author himself, it has
always been numbered among the finest productions of the poet.

Itis much to be regretted that Dr Carlyle favoured the world with so little from
his own pen, having published scarcely any thing except the Report of the Parish
of Inveresk, in Sir John Sinclair's Statistical Account, and some detached, pam-
phlets and sermons. T his pen has been justly attributed  An Ironical Argu-
ment, to prove that the tragedy of Dowuglas ought to be publicly burnt by the
hands of the hangman.”"—Edinburgh, 1757, 8vo, pp. 24.* It is understood
that Dr Carlyle left behind him, in manuscript, a very curious Memoir of his
time, which, though long delayed, we have now reason to believe will soon in
part be given to the world.

With the following description of the personal appearance of Dr Carlyle, when
advanced in years, the proprietor of this work has been favoured by a gentleman
to whom the literature of his country owes much :

¢ He was very tall, and held his head erect like a military man—his face had
been very handsome—long venerable gray hair—he was an old man when I met
him on a morning visit at the Duke of Buccleuch’s at Dalkeith.”

No. XXX.
THE MODERN HERCULES.

TH1s is a humorous piece of satire upon Dr Carlyle and the opposition he has
uniformly met with from the leading men of the popular party. The upper-
most head on the hydra is that of Professor Dalzel of the University of Edin-
burgh—the one below it that of the Rev. Dr John Erskine of Carnock, minis-
ter of Old Greyfriars® Church, intended for the bar by his father, but his own
inclination was for the pulpit—the undermost head that of the much-esteemed
Rev. Dr Andrew Hunter of the Tron-Kirk—and the figure with the hand up,
cautioning Dr Carlyle, that of the Hon. Henry Erskine, advocate, who was
generally employed as counsel on the side of the popular party. The other
three were intended by Kay, according to his MS,, for the Rev. Colin Camp-
bell of Renfrew, the Rev. Mr Burns of Forgan, and the Rev. Dr Balfour of
Glasgow.

® Dr Carlyle is sid to have written the prologue to Herminius and Espasia, s tragedy acted at
Edinburgh, 1754, and printed that same year in 8vo.



68 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

No. XXXI.
ADAM RITCHIE. .

TH1s old man was by occupation a Cowfeeder; he resided at . Fountain

" Bridge, near the Westport of Edinburgh. He was born'in the year 1683, and

died in 1789, at the age of 106 yearsand two months. He was in perfect good

health in 1786, three years before his death, when he sat for this picture, and
gave an account of himself as follows, viz. :—

“ That he had lived very fast, and accustomed himself much to hard-drinking
in the early period of his life, and that this regimen agreed so well with his con-
stitution that he grew very corpulent—so much so, that he could not bend him-
self so as to buckle his own shoes; and in order to get rid of that incumbrance,
he was afterwards under the necessity of living more sparingly, which, in the
course of a short time, reduced his person down to its original size. He was
under arms during the Rebellion in 1715, and fought on the side of the House
of Hanover, not from choice (as he said) but necessity, he having been forced
into the ranks to supply the place of his master's son. He had a very warm
attachment to- the House of Stuart, and would have preferred following the
Prince. That when he was about eighty years of age, he, as well as his wife,
became so very infirm, that they were confined for several years constantly in
bed ; and latterly, he had the misfortune to lose his wife by the hand of death,
on which occasion he was resolved, if possible, to attend her remains to the place
of interment. He, consequently, collected all the strength he could muster,
and succeeded so far in carrying his resolution into effect as to be able to fol-
low the funeral on horseback. After this successful attempt, he found his
health daily increasing ; and in the course of a short period he was so much
recovered as to be able once more to go about his usual employment. He
in fact got so very stout, that he imagined his youth returned as well as his
health. As a proof of this, he had the fortitude to ask a young woman of
eighteen years of age in marriage, who actually would have accepted of him as
her husband, had not her mother and other interested relations dissusded her
from the match. After this he courted another, somewhat older, who gave her
consent; but our bridegroom unfortunately happening to discover her one day
in a state of intoxication, broke off the match himself, resolved he never would
ask another. Yet he afterwards asked his own servant, who then was with him,
and who was very careful and kind to him: but she never would consent to
marry him.”

He also stated that he never had any disease in his life, not even so much as
headach or toothach. He had all his teeth fresh and complete, and made it
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his boast that he could crack a nut with the youngest and stoutest person in
the parish. He still took a hearty glasa: as a proof of this, he drank an equal
share of eight bottles of strong ale one evening with his limner and a friend.
He at that period had a brother in life, only two years younger than himself,
whose wife was then bearing children.

One of his sons happening to be present, in the course of conversation
asked the company “ What age they supposed him to be ?” From his juvenile
appearance and ruddy complexion, they-guessed him at thirty-four, and were
not a little astonished when he informed them that he was thirty years older !

No. XXXII.
ANGELO TREMAMONDO, ESQ.,

RIDING-MASTER,

As his almost unpronounceable name indicates, was a native of Italy. He came
to Edinburgh about the year 1768, and was the first public teacher of riding in
Scotland, having beep appointed ¢ Master of the Royal Riding Menage,” for
which he had a salary from Government. The people of Scotland are prover-
bial for a hatred to long names ; so in their hands Angelo dwindled down to plain
¢« Ainslie,” and Tremamondo® was unceremoniously discarded. ¢ Ainslie™
lived in Nicolson Square, and was reputed to be wealthy. Having acci-
dentally got a small piece of steel into one of his eyes, nearly all the physi-
cians in Edinburgh were consulted, but without effect. At last Tremamondo
was directed to Miller, the famous oculist, who succeeded in restoring: him
to his sight ; but, unfortunately for the Italian, he succeeded also in becoming
his son-in-law very soon after. The Doctor, perhaps, loved Miss Tremamondo
well enough, but it afterwards appeared he had likewise * cast an eye™ on her
papa’s purse ; and, thinking that the old fellow did not “tell out™ fast
enough, a law-suit was the unhappy consequence. Like all other law-suits,
where there is any thing like a fat goose to be plucked, it was carried on for
a length of time with various success. Kay's MS. mentions that when Tre-
mamondo received the first summons from his friend of the lancet, he was trans-
ported into a regular tornado of passion. He tore down a picture of his daughter
which hung in the parlour, and, dashing itin pieces, threw it into the fire.. While
the old Italian and his son-in-law were thus pulling and hauling, the daughter,
like a too sensitive plant, died of a “ broken heart."—Tremamondo died at
Edinburgh, in April 1805, aged eighty-four.

Of the Riding-Master’s early history very little is known ; but from a work

® It might have been a mere mountebank name of his own assumption—it means s trembling of the

world—an universal earthquake.
8
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published by his nephew in 1830, entitled * Reminiscences of Henry Angelo,™
we are made acquainted with the fact of his having an elder brother of the same
profession, and who resided principally in London.

In these reminiscences Angelo the younger speaks very highly of his father,
Dominico Angelo Malevolti Tremamondo—not only was he the best * master
of equitation,” but one of the most * scientific swordsmen of the day ;™ and so
well proportioned in lith and limb, as to be equally fitted for a * gallant in love,
or a hero in war.”

Angelo the elder was a native of Leghorn. His father, being a wealthy merchant
there, intended him for the counting-house, but the ledger had no charms for
the handsome Tremamondo, who determined to push his fortune by other means.
He accordingly visited various parts of the Continent, and soon found his way
to Paris, at that time, if not now, the gayest and most polite city in the world ;
and so effectually did Tremamondo cultivate every external accomplishment,
that he became proverbially one of the most elegant men of the age, ‘ the
gayest of the gay.”

Not long before he left Paris, a public fencing-match took place at a cele-
brated hotel, at which were present the most renowned professors and amateurs
of the science. Tremamondo was persuaded by the Duc de Nivernois*® to try
his skill. No sooner had he entered the lists than a celebrated English beauty,
Miss Margaret Woffington, the well-known actress, presented him with a bou-
quet of roses, which, as we are told, he placed on his breast with the ‘most ex-
quisite gallantry, and, addressing the other knights of the sword, exclaimed,
“This will I protect against all opposers.” Tremamondo fenced with the best
of them, but none could disturb a single leaf of his bougquet.

While in Paris, Tremamondo had formed an acquaintance with a French
officer, who boasted much of his fencing abilities. Motives of jealousy induced
him to waylay our hero one night, who happened to be only armed with a coutean
de chasse, a small sword usually worn in undress. Tremamondo, acting on the
defensive for some time, at last made a home-thrust at the officer, who fell,
and there was every reason to think he was mortally wounded. The officer
was taken home. Next day Tremamondo visited him, and, although he
found him in bed gasping, he did not think there was enough of alteration in
the officer’s countenance for so serious an injury. He immediately suspected
there had been deception, and, throwing the bed-clothes suddenly off, discovered
the officer’s cotte de maille. The officer, ashamed at his cowardly conduct, and
dreading the stigma, implored secrecy and forgiveness.

Shortly after our hero’s arrival in London, he married Miss Masters, whose
father had commanded the Chester man-of-war. About the year 1758, he was
engaged, by the Princess Dowager of Wales, ‘ to teach the young princes the

® The Duc do Nivernois was aftsrwards ambassador in England from the Ceurt of France. Hume
the historian, in a letter dated the 6th October 1763, to Dr Blair, respecting Ossian’s Poems, mentions

the Duc as desirious of obtaining some proofs of their authenticity, which he proppeed to lay before the
Academie.de Belles Lettres at Paris.
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use of the small-sword, and subsequently, to teach them to ride in the
menage.”—* During this time,” continues Angelo the younger, *my father
frequently took me thither, when he attended his royal pupils, and I rarely came
away without a pocketful of sweetmeats.” At an interview with the King, on
which occasion Tremamondo displayed the various stiles of riding on his favour-
ite horse Monarch, among others that of riding the * great horse,” his Majesty
was pleased to declare that Angelo was the most elegant horseman of his day ;
and it was in consequence of this interview that the King persuaded Mr West,
the celebrated artist, when he was commissioned to paint the -picture of the
‘ Battle of the Boyne,” to make a study of Tremamondo for the equestrian figure
of King William. He also sat to the sculptor for the statue of King William,
subsequently set up in Merrion Square, Dublin.

While in London, Tremamondo was challenged to a trial of skill with a Dr
Keys, reputed the most expert fencer in Ireland. The scene of action was in
an apartment of the Thatched House Tavern, where many ladies and gentlemen
were present. When Tremamondo entered, arm-in-arm with his patron, Lord
Pembroke, he found the Doctor without his coat and waistcoat, his shirt sleeves
tacked up, and displaying a pair of brawny arms—the Doctor being a tall
athletic figure. After the Doctor had swallowed a bumper of Cogniac, he be-
gan the attack with great violence. Tremameondo acted for some time on the
defensive, with all the grace and elegance for which he was renowned, and after
having planted a dozen palpable hits on the breast of his enraged antagonist, he
made his bow to the ladies, and retired amid the plaudits of the spectators.

Angelo the younger relates another anecdote of his father, which he calls
¢ a fencing-master's quarrel.” Shortly after Tremamondo’s appointment as
fencing-master to.the Prince of Wales and the Duke of York, a Mr Redman,
an Irishman, who had been formerly patronised by the royal family, was conti-
nually sbusing Tremamondo for a foreigner, and for having supplanted him.
They met one day in the Haymarket, where words ensued, and then blows—the
Irishman with a shillelah, and the Italian with a cane. On this occasion also,
Tremamondo was victorious, having broke his opponent’s head ; but next day,
to wipe off the disgrace of having fought like porters, he challenged his rival to
meet him with swords, but Redman answered that he would put him in  the
Crown Office,” and immediately entered an action against him in the King’s
Bench, which ended in Tremamondo having to pay L.100 damages, and L.90
costs.

So much for the gallant Dominico Angelo Malevolti Tremamondo. We
find little more recorded of him than that he was acquainted with almost ‘all the
celebrated characters of his day, whether of the *“sock and buskin,” or the gym-
riastic ** art of equitation.” He was generous in the extreme, and Angelo the
younger had an opportunity at his father’s well-replenished table of forming a
most extensive and interesting acquaintance.

0ld Dominico died at Eton in 1802, aged eighty-six, and was so much in pos-
session of his faculties that he gave a lesson in fencing the day before his death.
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No. XXXIII.

LORD ROCKVILLE,
DR ADAM SMITH, AND
'COMMISSIONER BROWN.

THE first of these figures represents the Honourasble ALEXANDER GOR-
DON, third son of William second Earl of Aberdeen, by Lady Ann Gordon,
daughter of Alexander second Duke of Gordon. He was born in 1789, and,
having studied for the bar, was admitted Advocate, 7Tth August 1759. He was
appointed Steward-depute of Kirkcudbright in 1764, which office he held until
the year 1784, when, on the death of David Dalrymple of Westhall, he was pro-
moted to be one of the Senators. of the College of Justice, and took his seat on
the 1st of July, under the title of Lord. Rockville, from an estate which he
purchased in the county of Haddington. His lordship lived in that close in
the Castlehill now called Rockville’s Close, and afterwards removed to.St An-
drew’s Square, but did not long enjoy the honours conferred upon him; for
one day when stepping from the door of his own house, in order to attend
his duty in the Parliament House, he slipped his foot, fell, and broke
his leg, in consequence of which he fevered, and the progress of disease
could not be arrested by the best medical skill that Edinburgh could afford.
This accident terminated in his death, after a very short illness, on the 18th of
March 1792. “ He adorned the bench by the dignified manliness of his ap-
pearance, and polished urbanity of his manners.”® Though somewhat above
the ordinary height, his lordship was a very handsome man. He married the
Countess of Dumfries and Stair, by whom he had a family.

His lordship was a member of a convivial club, called the * Crochallan Fen-
cibles,” which held its nocturnal revels in Daniel Douglas's tavern, Anchor
Close. One evening previous to his being raised to the bench, Lord Rockville
made his appearance with the most rueful expression of countenance imaginable,
and upon being asked what was the matter, he exclaimed with great solemnity,
“ Geentlemen, I have just met with the most wonderful adventure that ever befel
a human being: As I was walking along the Grassmarket, all of a sudden the
street rose up and struck me in the face ! This extraordinary announcement
created much astonishment, which, however, soon abated upon its being ascer-
tained that the narrator had been making too free with his bottle, and that,
whilst in this state, he had fallen upon his face. This adventure afforded much
amusement to the merry wags assembled, and his lordship was sadly teased to
explain why ¢ the very stones in Rome had risen in mutiny!” This anecdote

* Douglas’s Peerage, vol. I. p. 22.










BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 73

of his lordship is somewhat similar to that of the drunk man, who, having fallen,
was observéd most anxiously attempting to grasp the floor: and when asked what
he meant by so doing, angrily answered, “ Why, you fool ! to prevent tumbling
upwards, to be sure !

The centre figure represents ADAM SMITH, LL.D., who was born at Kirk-
aldy, on the 5th of June 1728, a few months after the death of his father,
who was Comptroller of the Customs of that town. His mother was Margaret
Douglas, daughter of Mr Douglas of Strathenry. His constitution was very
delicate, and required all the care and attention which a kind parent could
bestow. She is reported to have treated him with unlimited indulgence ;
but this produced no injurious effects upon his disposition, and during the
long period of sixty years, he was enabled to repay her kindness by every
token which filial gratitude could inspire. A singular incident happened to
him when about three years old. Whilst with his mother at Strathenry,
where she was on a visit, he was one day amusing himself at the door of the
house, when he was stolen by a party of vagrants, known in Scotland by the name
of tinkers—Anglice, Egyptians or Muggers. Fortunately he was immediately
missed, and his uncle pursuing them, found them located in Leslie Wood, where
he was rescued from their hands.

At a proper age young Smith was sent to the parish school of Kirkaldy,
then taught by Mr David Miller, a teacher, in his day, of considerable re-
pute. In 1787, he repaired to the University of Glasgow, where he remained
till 1740. Being elected as an exhibitioner on Snell’s foundation, he went to
Baliol College, Oxford, and resided there for seven years. Mr Snell’s founda-
tion is perhaps one of the largest and most liberal in Britain. In the year
1688, he bequeathed an estate in Warwickshire for the support of Scotish
students at Baliol College, Oxford, who had studied for some years at'the Uni-
versity of Glasgow, in which the patronage is vested. They now amount to
ten, and may remain at Oxford for ten years.

Dr Smith had been originally destined for the Church of England, but not
finding the ecclesiastical profession suitable to his taste, he abandoned the path
that had been chalked out for him, returned to Kirkaldy, and lived two years
with his mother. He fixed his residence in Edinburgh in 1748, and during
that and following years, under the patronage of Lord Kames, he read Lectures
on Rhetoric and the Belles Lettres. In 1751, he was elected Professor of
Logic in the University of Glasgow, and in the subsequent year was removed
to the Professorship of Moral Philosophy in the same seminary. He remained
in this situation thirteen years, and frequently was wont to look back to this pe-
riod as the most useful .and happy of his life.

In 1755, “ The Edinburgh Review” was projected, and to this work—
which only reached two numbers, and is now remarkable for its scarcity—he
contributed a. review of Dr Johnson’s Dictionary, and a letter addressed to

the editors, containing observations on the state of literature in the different
T
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countries of Europe. The “ Theory of Moral Sentimeats™ appeared in 1759,
and the same volume contained a dissertation on the origin of languages, and
on the different genius of those which are original and compounded. Towards
the end of 1763, he received an invitation from the Right Hon. Chares Towns-
hend, to accompany Henry Duke of Buccleuch on his travels, and the
liberal terms of the proposal made, added to the strong desire he had felt of
visiting the Continent of Europe, induced him to resign his Professorship at
Glasgow. Before he left that city, he requested all his pupils to attend him,
and as each name was called over he returned the several sums he had received
as fees, saying, that as he had not completely fulfilled his engagement, he was
resolved his class should be instructed that year grafis, and the remainder of
his lectures should be read by one of the senior students.

After leaving Glasgow, he joined the Duke at London ealy in 1764, and
set out for Paris in the month of March. In this first visit to Paris they only
spent ten or twelve days, and then proceeded to Toulouse, where they fixed their
residence : they next undertook a pretty extensive tour through the south of
France to Geneva, and about Christmas 1765, revisited Paris, where they re-
sided till October 1766, when the Duke returned to London.

For the next ten years Dr Smith lived chiefly with his mother in Kirkaldy,
and his time was entirely occupied by his studies. In the beginning of 1776,
he gave to the world the result of his labour, by the publication of his “ In-
quiry into the Nature and Causes of the W ealth of Nations.” About two years
after the appearance of this work, he was appointed ome of the Commission-
ers of his Majesty’s Customs in Scotland, a preferment bestowed upon him
through the interest of the Duke of Bucdeuch. When he obtained this appoint-
ment he offered to resign the annuity of L.300 per snnum, which had been
granted him for superintending the Duke’s education and travels, an offer which
was immediately declined. The greater part of the two years preceding his ap-
pointment he lived in London in a society too extensive and varied to afford
him any opportunity of indulging his taste for study, although much of it was
spent with some of the most distinguished literary characters, as may be seen by
the following verses by Dr Barnard, addressed to Sir Joshus Reynolds and his
friends :—

“ I I have thoughts and cxn’t express ‘em,
Gibbou shall teach me bow to dress *em,

In werds seloct and terse ;
Jenes teach me medesty and Gresk,
Sasith hew to thiak, Burke hew t» speak,
And Beadire to convarse.™
In 1778, Dr Smith removed to Edinburgh, with the view of attending to the
duties of his new office, where he passed the last twelve years of his life, en-
joving an affluence more than equal to all his wants. He now and then revisited
London. The last time he was there, he had engaged to dine with Lord Mel-
ville, then Mr Dundas, at Wimbledon ; Mr Pitt, Mr Grenville, Mr Addington,
afterwards Lord Sidmouth, and some other of his lordship’s friends were there.
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Dr Smith happened to come late, and the company had sat down to dinner.
The moment, however, he came into the room, the company all rose up ; he
made an apology for being late, and entreated them to sit down. ¢ No,” said the
gentlemen, * we will stand till you are seated, for we are all your scholars.”
His mother died in extreme old age in 1784. His own health and strength
gradually declined, (for he began very early to feel the infirmities of age,)
till the period of his death, which happened in July 1790. A few days pre-
vious to this he gave orders to destroy all his manuscripts, excepting some de-
tached Essays, which were afterwards published, having been entrusted to the
care of his executors, Dr Joseph Black and Dr James Hutton, with whom
he had long lived in habits of the most intimate friendship. Although Dr
Smith’s income for the latter years of his life was considerable, he did not
leave much fortune, owing to the hospitality and generosity of his nature. No
man ever did more generous things. His library, which was a valuable one, it
is understood is still preserved entire. It had devolved to his nephew, the late
Lord Reston, and is now in possession of his widow.

The third figure represents GEORGE BROWN, Esa. of Lindsaylands and
Elliestown, one of the Commissioners of his Majesty’s Board of Excise for Scot-
land, a gentleman of amiable temper and suavity of manner. He had been an
officer in the army, and was cousin-german to the late Lord Coalstone, one of the
Lords of Session. His brother James was an architect of some eminence. He built
Brown's Square, (which was named after him,) near to the Candlemaker-Row,
the west side of which has been taken down, for an opening to George the Fourth’s
Bridge ; and having feued from the city of Edinburgh the ground upon which
George’s Square is built, he erected most of the houses in it. He built also
that large mansion formerly occupied by General Scott of Balcomie, in Drum-
mond Place, now the Excise-Office. ’

The Commissioner was very attentive to the business of the revenue, and was
for a considerable number of years senior member of the Board of Excise in
Scotland. He lived in George’s Square, and latterly in St James’s Square, and
died on the 5th March 1806, in the B4th year of his age. He married-Miss
Dorothea Dundas of Dundss, by whom he had two sons and three daugh-
ters, Viscountess Hampden, Lady Wedderburn of Ballendean, and the Hon.
Lady Alexander Hope.

No. XXXIV.
ADAM SMITH, LL.D. AND F.R.S.
OF LONDON AND EDINBURGH.

Tae Doctor is here represented with his celebrated work, * The Wealth of
Nations,” on the table before him.
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No. XXXV.
THE SAPIENT SEPTEMVIRL

KING'S COLLEGE, ABERDEEN.

THE original.design of this curious Print was sent to Kay by a Mr Ross, a
pative of Aberdeen, and formerly student of medicine, of whom all that is
known is, that he obtained the situation of a surgeon in the navy, but lost it in
consequence of having made his brother officers the victims of his talent for
caricatura.

The Seven Professors of King’s College, caricatured in this Print, were-all
hostile to a scheme of the day (1786), for the union of King's and Marischal
Colleges.* There is perhaps still in existence a similar effort of Ross’s pencil, in
which some of the Professors of Marischal College make a not less ridiculous
figure. This last. Print we have never chanced to see, but we have been in-
formed that the famous Principal Campbell occupied a conspicuous place in it,
and that attached to his effigies was the punning interrogatory—* What do the
Scriptures Principal-ly teach ?”

In the above Print, DR SKENE OGILVY is represented as inculcating
on the Septemviri the duty of returning good for evil. The Doctor was senior
minister of Old Aberdeen, and was formerly minister of the parish of Skene.
He was a man of great natural talents, but was never remarkable for much ap-
plication. His powers as a preacher were of no ordinary cast, and many yet
remember the stirring effect of his eloquence on his hearers. He was remark-
able for a vein of broad humour, and abounded with amusing anecdote, but un-
fortunately his many happy sayings have ¢ left but their fame behind.”
The Doctor carried his contempt of external appearances of religion to a
length which some were disposed to regard as inconsistent with the gravity of
the clerical character. In reference to this trait, he used to relate with great
glee the following anecdote : Soon after his settlement at Skene, he overheard
the beadle and sexton of the parish discussing the merits of their new minister !
“ [ dinna think,” said the sexton, * that our new man has the religion o’ the

auld.”—* Weel,” continued the beadle, * if he has nae religion he pretends to as
little.”

When the Doctor was a student at College, it was customary for the aspirants
to the degree of A. M. to deliver a thesis in the public hall of the College:
when Skene’s turn came, he mounted the rostrum, and began to make diligent
search in.all his pockets for his MS.; no papers, however, were forthcaming.
Nothing disconcerted, he very coolly took out an immense mull, and, after a

® A cimilar-scheme has recently been warmly agitated.
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Learty pinch of snuff, exclaimed, * Vir sapit qui pauca loquitur!™ and then
descended from.the rostrum with the greatest- composure.

He used to boast that when a student he once forced a smile from" Professor
Leslie, while engaged in the act of ‘public prayer with the students. Skene had a
fever, and was obliged for some time to wear a huge horse-hair wig. One morning,
during prayers, he doffed his wig, and threw it into the middle of the floor, at
the same time affecting to look round, that he might discover the wag who had
treated him with such indignity. He then went quickly forward, took up the
wig, and studiously placed it with the back part in front of his bald pow. The
whole affair was conducted, on his part, with such comic gravity, as to force a
smile from the saturnine Professor.

In the latter part of his life, Dr Ogilvy had an attack of apoplexy, which
tended to weaken his mental faculties. He ultimately repaired to London,
where he died a few years ago. The Print strongly resembles him. He
was a very plain-looking man ; and hence his sobriquet of “ The Besuty of
Holiness.” It was the fashion of his younger days to powder deeply : a friend
as ugly as himself, chancing to meet him one day, compared him to the:foul
fiend looking out from under a wreath of snow—‘Gude e'en to you, brither
Hornie !™ was the Doctor’s ready reply.

No. IL.—DR ALEXANDER GERARD. This eminent Professor first
held the chair of Moral Philosophy, and afterwards that of Divinity, in Mari-
schal College, from which chair he was translated in 1771 to the Professorship of
Divinity in King's College. His works on Taste and Genius are well
known. He died in March 1795. He is represented as addressing his col-
leagues, and saying—** Had you not sold your patronages, first minister might
have been annexed to my divine chair of verity and taste.” Thisalluded to
what had taken place a considerable number of years before. As the revenue
of the College was but very slender, the members were reduced to the necessity
of having recourse, for the improvement of it, to such means as were within their
reach. With this view, several schemes were proposed about the year 1751,
and at last the sale of the * Superiorities and Church Patronages™ was adopted,
by which it is said thgt three thousand pounds sterling were added to the funds
of the society. The purchase was made by the Earl of Fife, who thus acquired
the right of patronage to about fifteen parishes. The quill in the Doctor’s cap
probably refers to his diligence and success as an author.

No. III.— MR RODERICK M‘LEOD, Sub-Principal of King’s
College. This gentleman was for many years a Professor in the University, and
in 1764 was chosen Sub-Principal. Whilst holding this' appointment, he
became remarkable for his extraordinary exertions in procuring students to
enter King’s College. His general acquaintance throughout the Highlands
afforded him excellent opportunities of doing so ; and he was not sparing of his
endeavours. His tours through the north of Scotland were long proverbial in

U
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Aberdeen ; on which account he is attired in the costume of a Highlander, with
a Lochaber axe. Upon the demise of Principal Chalmers, he was unanimously
elected in his place, and held the office till the period of his death, upon the
‘11th of September 1815, in the eighty-eighth year of his age.

No. IV.—Said to be a capital likeness of MR JOHN LESLIE, Professor
of the Greek Language in King’s College, Aberdeen. He was accused—whe-
ther justly or unjustly we know not—of saying that he had rendered the Greek
language vernacular from Aberdour, in Fife, to Aberdeen. He was an old
schoolfellow of Dr Robertson, the historian, through whose recommendation
he obtained the Professorship. He died at Old Aberdeen, upon the 24th of
May 1790, aged sixty-nine.

No. V.—DR JOHN CHALMERS, who held the situation of Principal
of King’s College for nearly threescore years. He was a man of very con-
siderable learning, but devoted himself chiefly to agricultural pursuits. He
had so long held the Principalship, that the patience of some of the expectants
of the office seemed wellnigh worn out. The Doctor was aware of this, and
used to make it the occasion of many a sly joke. He had a farm at Sclattie,
in the neighbourhood of Aberdeen, whither he used to retire during the summer
months. On one of his journies thither he fell from his horse, and received a
severe contusion on the shoulder. The report of the accident soon spread, and
it was confidently affirmed at Aberdeen that the Principal was lying at the
point of death. Two of the Professors, each an aspirant to the expected va-
cancy, set out post-haste to inquire after their friend’s health, and arrived simul-
taneously, although by different routes, at Sclattie. They were ushered into
the silent and darkened chamber of the wounded man, and, on stealthy tiptoe,
with countenances composed into fitting demureness, took their stations on op-
posite sides of what they believed (hoped ?) was his death-bed. A solemn silence
of some minutes was at length abruptly broken by the Principal thrusting
out his cap-enveloped head, and putting the perplexing question, “ Weel,
gentlemen, which of you is to be Principal 7” The Professors looked first at
the Doctor, then at each other, and, after a hearty laugh, in which the Princi-
pal’s voice was  ready chorus,” sincerely congratulated him on his escape.
The Doctor, however, survived them both. He died at Sclattie upon the 7th
May 1800.

No. VI.—MR THOMAS GORDON, commonly called *“ Humorist Gor-
don.” He was Professor of Philosophy for a long period of years. He possessed
vast and varied learning—was a scholar, a mathematician, an antiquarian, and a
divine. He was uncle to the late talented Dr Eden Scott Gordon, and was one
of a literary club which used to hold their weekly meeting in an inn in Old
Aberdeen. He was a man of a jovial turn, fond of anecdote, and a great humor-
ist. On one occasion he had given dire offence to Professor Leslie, who in con-
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sequence sent the humorist a challenge: Gordon accepted, but claimed the pri-
vilege of choosing the weapons. He chose any one of the Greek tragedians,
and pledged himself to foil Leslie at his own weapons, adding, * Gif ye dinna
beat me, I'll tak the tawse to your hurdies !” The encounter never took place.
Gordon was the chief conductor of the comparative trial for the Professorship
of Mathematics in Marischal College when Playfair, Hamilton, and Traill, were
candidates, the latter being succeseful. He died on the 11th August 1797, at
the advanced age of eighty-three.

No. VIL.—-DR WILLIAM THOM, of Craigston, advocate, and Professor
of Civil Law in King’s College, Aberdeen, who died on the 9th April 1795. He
was much enraged at the alienation of the patronages, and did not hesitate to
declare that the Earl of Fife, by giving so little for them, had most justly re-
warded their sapacity.

No. VIIL—.DR WILLIAM CHALMERS, Professor of Medicine.
Of these last two individuals little is known, save that, like the patriarchs, they
lived and died. They were both worthy men, and far better than many who
have been more extensively and permanently known and extolled.

No. XXXVI.
VINCENT LUNARDI,

IN HIS BASKET, READY TO ASCEND.

THis celebrated aeronaut visited Scotland in the month of September 1785.
His first ascent took place at Edinburgh, on the 5th of October following, from
Heriot’s Hospital Green. The Print, which is allowed to be 'an excellent like-
ness of Lunardi, represents him as he appeared ready to ascend. His dress was
of scarlet, with blue facings.

Several aerial attempts had been made at Edinburgh, with partial success, in
1784, by Mr Thytler, but the previous fame of Lunardi created an unparalleled
excitement in Scotland, so that an immense concourse of people of all classes
were assembled to witness what had hitherto been deemed almost an impossi-
bility. *In the Green of Heriot's Hospital,” it is ssid, * the company was
numerous and genteel, and the concourse of people on the different eminences
were immense. It is calculated that above 80,000 spectators assembled on this
occasion, which put a stop to almost all business for a great part of the day,
and most of the shops were shut. At twelve o’clock a flag was displayed from
the Castle, and a gun (which had been brought from Leith Fort,) was fired from
the Green when the process of filling the balloon began. At half-past two it
was completely inflated.” All the arrangements being completed, Mr Lunardi
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gave the signal at ten minutes to three, when the balloon ascended in a 8.S.E.
direction, * in the most grand and magnificent manner,” amid the acclamations of
the people. He passed over the city at a great height, waving his flag as he pro-
ceeded. According to Lunardi’s own account, “ the balloon, after rising, took
a north-east direction, and, near to the Island of Inchkeith, came down almost
to the sea ; he then threw out some ballast, and the balloon rose higher than
before. A current of wind carried him east to North Berwick ; a different
current then changed his course, and brought him over between Leven and Largo.
After this, a S8.8.W. breeze brought him to the place where he descended,”
which was on the estate of the Hon. John Hope, a mile east from Ceres.
““ When the balloon was at its highest elevation (about three miles,) the baro-
meter stood at eighteen inches five-tenths. Mr Lunardi at this time felt no
difficulty in respiration. He passed through several clouds of snow, and lost
sight at times both of sea and land. His excursion took about an hour and
a half; and it would appear he passed over upwards of forty miles of sea, and
about ten of land.” On his descending, Mr Lunardi was first welcomed by Mr
Robert Christie, and next by the Rev. Robert Arnot, who came running, with
a crowd of people afier him. He was accompanied to Ceres by a body of gen-
tlemen who soon collected, where he was  received by the acclamations of a
prodigious multitude, his flag being carried in procession before him, and the
church-bell ringing in honour of such a visitant.” At the manse of Ceres he
drank a few glasses of wine, and both there and at the house of Mr Melville he
received the compliments of a great many ladies and gentlemen. The same
evening he started for Cupar, having been invited by the authorities, where the
most enthusiastic reception awaited him. After having been next day enter-
tained at dinner, and presented with the freedom of the burgh, he proceeded
to St Andrew’s, to which place he had been invited by the Club of Gentlemen
Golfers, where he was made a citizen, and had, by diploma, the honour of
¢ Knight of the Beggar's Benison™ conferred upon him.

Such is a brief account of Lunardi’s first aerial trip in Scotland. Brilliant it
certainly was, and it is as unquestionable, that although half a century has since
elapsed, it has not been surpassed.®* Many anecdotes are told of the surprise
and terror of the peasantry on first beholding the balloon. Some reapers in a
field near to Ceres were dreadfully alarmed—judging from so uncommon an ap-
pearance, and the sound of Lunardi’s trumpet——that the end of all things was
at hand. Certain it is, however, that the Rev. Mr Amot, who was previously
aware of Lunardi’s ascent, required considerable persuasion to convince the peo-
ple that they might approach the object of their terror without fear of super-
natural injury.

Mr Lunardi’s next adventure took place at Kelso, on the 22d of October.
In this flight he did not ascend above & mile, keeping constantly in view of the

® An eye-witness informs us ¢ that there has been no exhibition nearly so grand as Lunardi's first
ascent. All the other ascents since his time have been dosing, sluggish-looking exhibitions, whereas
Lunardi went off in the grandest style, precisely resembling s sky-rocket.”
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earth. After the lapse of nearly an hour and a half, he anchored in Dodding-
ton Moor, when some people getting hold of the ropes, he was carried to Bar-
moor in Northumberland, where he descended. The aeronaut had been invited
to Kelso by the gentlemen of the Caledonian Hunt. While here he was
much delighted with the races, and in one of his letters alludes to a match be-
tween the Duke of Hamilton and Robert Baird, Esq., who rode their own
horses ; he likens the contest to the ancient Olympic games. * He dined on
Saturday with Sir James Douglas of Springwoodpark, and supped with the
gentlemen of the Caledonian Hunt. On Sunday he was entertained by Sir
James Pringle, ® at Stitchel ; on Monday by Lord Home at Hirsel, and same
evening by the ancient Lodge of Freemasons.” He is stated also to have taken
‘“ much notice of the two Miss Halls of Thornton, Miss Wilkie of Dodding-
ton, and Miss Car of Newcastle,” who no doubt were highly gratified by his con-
descension ! !

Glasgow was next visited by the aeronaut, where he ascended from St Andrew’s
Square on the 23d of November. A crowd of nearly 100,000 persons had
assembled to witness his flight. The balloon took a north-eest direction for
about 25 miles; the wind then changing, he was carried south-east until he
descended near Alemoor, in Selkirkshire, having passed over a distance of
125 miles in two hours. Lunardi thus describes his descent: * When I
came in sight of the heathy hills I heard a voice call, ¢ Lunardi, come down !’
quite plain, and I knew not who it was. I saw at a distance sheep feeding,
but could not see a human being. I called aloud several times through
the hill, and after a minute, or seventy seconds, I could hear the echo of my
words returned as loud as they were pronounced, but I never had repeated
¢ Lunardi, come down,’ though I heard these words several times repeated, on
which I answered through the trumpet, ¢hallo, hallo,” with a great voice. Iheard
the words ¢ Lunardi, hallo,” repeated, and being now quite free from interruption
of clouds, I could see distinctly some people on horseback ; at last I hastened
my descent between two hills, where I came down as light as a feather. Two
trembling shepherds came to me, an old man and a boy, whom I encouraged by
calling to them, My dear friends, come hither.” They crossed the water and
came up to me.” At this time Mrand Mrs Chisholm of Stirches, happened to be
returning on horseback from a visit, who very kindly received Mr Lunardi, at
whose suggestion Mrs Chisholm boldly took possession of the car, resigning her
horse to the aeronaut, and while some shepherds held on by the ropes, the party
thus proceeded a distance of nearly three miles. Lunardi spent the night at
Stirches, and dined next day with the magistrates of Hawick, who presented
him with the freedom of the town.

Mr Lunardi made a second ascent from Glasgow on the 5th of December,
and, as on the former occasion, he was witnessed by a vast concourse of people.
His ascent was very majestic ; but he did not proceed to a great distance, hav-

® Sir James succeeded his uncle, Sir Jobn Pringle, F.R.S., the distinguished physician and cultivator
of science, who accompanied the Duke of Cumberland to Scotland, and remained with the army after the
battle of Culloden till its return to England in August 1746.
X
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ing alighted at Campsie, about twelve miles distant, where he was received by
the Rev. Mr Lapslie, minister of that place, who transmitted an account of his
descent to one of the Glasgow journals.

The fifth ascent of Lunardi in Scotland, and the second at Edinburgh, again oc-
curred at Heriot’s Hospital Green. He made offer of the profits of this second
exhibition for the benefit of the Charity Workhouse, but the directors politely
declined accepting his offer, on the ground that, however desirous they might be
to promote the interest of the institution, they were unwilling that any one
should risk his life for its benefit. On Tuesday the 20th December, Lunardi
took his flight a few minutes before one o’clock. On this occasion he was
dressed in the uniform of the Scots Archers, having been previously admitted
an honorary member of that body, as well as having had the freedom of Edin-
burgh conferred upon him. He was also provided with a cork jacket, as on the
former occasion, furnished by Dr Rae, together with other precautionary means
of safety, in case of an immersion in the German Ocean.* These, as it happened,
were not without their use. The balloon ascended with great rapidity, taking
a more easterly direction than formerly, and was seen, by means of a telescope,
about two o’clock, in rather a perilous situation, about two miles north-east of
Gullan-ness. Not far from this place, it appears the balloon had descended
so low as to immerse the car in the water, when some fishermen observing
the occurrence, immediately proceeded to his rescue. Owing, however,
to the rapidity with which the car was dragged, nearly three quarters of
an hour elapsed before they were able to render any assistance; and when
they came up, Lunardi was breast deep in the water, and benumbed with cold.
They were then five or six miles from land. He would have cut away the bal-
loon, but seeing the fishermen approaching, he was unwilling to lose it by doing
s0. On leaving the car for the boat, however, the balloon, being thus lightened,
rose with great force, carrying every appendage with it in its flight. Mr Lu-
nardi was then taken to Mr Nisbet's of Dirleton, where he spent the evening.
In a letter dated that night to the magistrates of Edinburgh, he speaks lightly
of his danger, expresses regret at losing the balloon, but was hopeful that the
people would be satisfied with his conduct. Fortunately, the balloon was picked
up next day by the May cutter, about twelve miles off Anstruther.

Lunardi then returned to England, exhibiting his aerial ingenuity in the pro-
vincial towns, (having been in London some time previous to his arrival in Scot-
land.) A very unfortunate occurrence took place on his ascending at Newcastle :
—A Mr Heron having hold of one of the ropes, incautiously twisted it round

" his arm, and not being able to disentangle himself in time, he was lifted up to a
considerable height, when the rope giving way, he fell, and was killed on the spot.
Mr Heron was on the eve of marriage, and at the time the accident occurred
the lady of his affections was by his side.

¢ On this occasion, says our informant, Lunardi was positively asured, from the direction of the wind,
that he would be driven into the German Ocean. “ Me don’t mind that—somebody will pick me up.”
Fortunately for him somebody did pick him up.
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Mr Lunardi again visited Edinburgh the year following (1786), and ascended
the third time from Heriot’s Hospital Green, on the 81st of July. On this
occasion a lady (Mrs Lamash, an actress,) was to have accompanied him, and had
actually taken her seat in the car; but the balloon being unable to ascend with
both, Lunardi ascended alone. In consequence of little wind, he came down
about two miles distant. On his return to the city in the evening, he was car-
ried through the streets in his car by the populace, and received ‘other demon-
strations of admiration. .

Very little is known of Mr Lunardi’s personal history, save that he was a
native of Italy, and some time Secretary to the then late Neapolitan ambas-
sador. In 1786, he published an account of his aerial voyages in Scotland,
which he dedicated to the Duke and Duchess of Buccleuch. This small
volume, although proving him to be a man of education, and some talent
as a writer, throws very little light upon his history. It consists of a series
of letters addressed to his ‘guardian, Chevalier Gerardo Compagni.” These
letters were evidently written under the impulse of the moment, and afford
a connected detail of his progress in Scotland. They are chiefly interest-
ing at this distance of time, as showing the feelings and motives of one, who,
whether his ¢ labours were misdirected™ or not, obtained an extrzordinary
degree of notoriety. In short, the volume is amusing in this particular, and
adds another proof to the many, that few, very few, seek the advancement
of society, or of the sciences, for humanity’s sake alone. Fame is the grand
stimulus. A portrait of the author is prefixed, which corresponds extremely
well with Mr Kay's sketches of him. Lunardi must have been at that time
a very young man.

The young adventurer, on his arrival in the Scotish capital, is much pleased
with its ancient and romantic appearance. He expresses himself with great
animation on all he sees around him, and apparently with great sincerity. As
a specimen of the man and his opinions, we are induced to make one or two
extracts. In the first letter, after describing his arrival, he says:—

T have apartments in Walker's Hotel, Prince’s Street, from whence I be-
hold innumerable elegant buildings, and my ears are saluted with the sounds of
industry from many others similarly arising. Hail to the voice of labour! Tt
vibrates more forcibly on the chords of my heart than the most harmonious
notes of music, and gives birth to sensations that I would not exchange for all
the boasted pleasures of luxury and dissipation.”

These sentiments would have done credit to one less gay and youthful than
Lunardi. In another letter he says, * I am now happy in the acquaintance of
the Hon. Henry Erskine, Sir William Forbes, and Major Fraser.” True to
his clime, however, the letters of Lunardi betray in him all the volatility and
passion ascribed to his countrymen. At one moment he is in ecstacy, the other
in despair. He had chosen George’s Square for his first display, and had
contracted with Isaac Braidwood of the Luckenbooths, who had actually begun
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to enclose the area, when an order from the Magistrates stopped farther pro-
ceedings. The vexation and despair of the aeronaut at this manifestation of
hostility is indescribable. He writes :—*‘ I understand a Jady has been the un-
derhand prompter! Hold, I beg pardon of the fair sex; they are my best
friends, and I prize their approbation beyond the highest honour fame can give !
And shall a female Machiavel of fifty be ranked with them ? Forbid it, polite-
ness—forbid it, humanity—forbid it, truth !

He subsequently obtained the use of Heriot’s Hospital Green, advertised his
ascent, but another disappointment occurred, and another paroxysm ensued. The
waggoner from Liverpool had deceived him as to the time of his arrival—his
apparatus for filling the balloon would not be forwarded till after the day adver-
tised. “ What shall I do ?™ he writes to his guardian;  Numbers of people
will come from Aberdeen and Glasgow, and they must be disappointed ! Male-
dictus homo quis confidit in homine! Oh! what a frame of mind I am in!”
And then follows the confession—* Fame and glory, ye objects of my pursuits,
ye destroy my peace of mind, yet are ye still dear to me.”

To help him out of this dilemma, one Mr Chalmers, a plumber, engaged to
make him two vats or cisterns, in sufficient time for his purposes, but when the
day appointed arrived, Chalmers had not fulfilled his promise, coolly saying he
could not get them done. Such repeated disappointments were enough to make
the most “ phlegmatic mortal” mad. * My patience forsook me,” says Lunardi ;
I loaded him with invectives, but they were all thrown away upon the phlegma-
tic mortal ; he quietly maintained his sang froid.”

Mr Erskine having directed the aeronaut to a Mr Selby, another plumber,
who quickly set to work upon the vats, our hero is again transported from the
depths of despair to happiness. ‘I am now in a happy frame of mind,” he
writes, * for conversing with the ladies, two hundred of whom have called this
morning,”—(at the Parliament House, where the balloon was exhibiting.)

For the honour of the * Land of Cakes,” we cannot refrain from quoting the
following eulogium on our countrywomen, at the close of last century :—

« Happy mortal ! you exclaim ; and well you might, could you form any idea
of the Scortisx BeEauTiEs! Their height, in general, approaches to what 1
would call the majestic, adorned with easy elegance ; their figures are such as Gre-
cian artists might have been proud to copy. But to describe their faces. The
pencil of Titian, or Michael Angelo, could scarce have done them justice ! No
perfume shop supplies the beautiful colour that glows on their cheeks and lips:
it is the pure painting of health, and pictures forth minds as pure. Nature has
made them lovely, and they have not suffered art to spoil her works. I have
endeavoured to give you some idea of their personal charms, but their mental
ones are far more striking. Grace without affectation—frankness without levity
—good humour without folly—and dignity without pride—are the distinguish-
ing characteristics.”

This is no doubt the language of poetic feeling ; but however enthusiastic an
admirer of the fair sex the young Italian may have been, he shows himself not
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incapable of appreciating the duties of social sober life. In another letter he
says :—

y‘? The people of distinction in Scotland are blest with elegance and happi-
ness, and know not that insatiable ambition, which, while it swallows up every
other comfort and endearment of life, never fails to prove the bane of human
bliss ; their enjoyments are chiefly those of the domestic kind—a virtuous and
lovely wife—the education and company of their children.” Truly may we add,
in the language of Burns—

¢ From scenos like these old Scotis’s grandeur springe.”

Judging of Lunardi from his ‘letters while in Scotland, he seems to have
been a youth of a warm temperament—amiable in his feelings—of a poetical
vein ; but extremely vain and ambitious ; and, like many of his countrymen,
volatile and irritable. Young and handsome, he was not only an admirer of the
ladies, but was in turn himself admired. The marked attention on the part of
the fair sex seemed too powerful for the youthful aeronaut’s good sense—his
conceit became intolerable. Once when in company, being called on for a toast,
he gave—* Lunardi, whom the ladies love.” This instance of bad taste and
audacious conceit might have been the burst of an unguarded moment, but it
had the effect of disgusting all who heard him.

In compliment to the aerial stranger, the Scotish ladies wore what they called
¢ Lunardi bonnets,” of a peculiar construction, and which for some time were

- universally fashionable. They were made of gauze or thin muslin, extended on
wire, the upper part representing the balloon. Burns, in his ““.Address to a
Louse,” alludes to this head-dress in the following words :—

¢ I wadna been surprised to spy
You on an auld wife’s flanin toy ;
Or aiblins some bit duddy boy—
On’s wyliecoat ;
But Miss's fine Lunardi! fie,
How daur ye do’t.”

Lunardi died of a decline, in the convent of Barbadinus, at Lisbon, on the
31st of January 1806.

No. XXXVII.
MARRIAGE.

By reversing this Print, the difference between ¢ Before and After™ will be
readily observed, as in too many cases, to have been faithfully delineated by Kay.
This Print, having found its way into Germany, was copied on the lids of snuff-
boxes, and other fancy articles manufactured there.
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No. XXXVIIIL.
- A GROUP OF AERONAUTS.

I~ this group the principal figure is LuNarp1, of whom we have previously
given some account. - The next, to the left, is MR JAMES TYTLER, che-
mist, and well known in Edinburgh as a literary character of some eminence.
He was born at the manse of Fearn, of which place his father was minister. James
received an excellent provincial education ; and afterwards, with the proceeds of
a voyage or two to Greenland, in the capacity of medical assistant, he removed
to Edinburgh to complete his knowledge of medicine, where he made rapid pro-
gress not only in-his professional acquirements, but in a.lmost every department
of literature.

At an early-period he became enamoured of a sister of Mr Young, Writer
to the Signet, whom he married. From this event may perhaps be dated the
laborious and poverty-stricken career of Fytler. Hie means, at the very outset,
were unequal to the task of providing for his matrimonial engagements, and from
one feilure to another he seems to have descended, until reduced to the verge of
indigence.

He first attempted to establish himself as a surgeon in Edinburgh; and then
removed to Newcastle, where he commenced a laboratory, but without success.
In the course of a year or two he returned to Leith, where he opened a shop for
the sale of chemical preparations ; and here again his evjl destiny prevailed. It
is possible his literary bias might have operated as a drag upon his exertions.
These repeated failures seem to have destroyed his domestic happiness, His
wife, after presenting him with several children, left him to manage them as best
he could, and resided with her friends, some time in Edinburgh, and afterwards
in the Orkneys.

Previous to this domestic occurrence, Tytler had abandoned all his former
religious connexions, and even opinions; and now finding himself thrown upon
his literary resources, he announced a work entitled, ¢ Essays on the most im-
portant subjects of Natural and Revealed Religion.” Unable to find a book-
seller or printer willing to updertske the pubheatlon of his Essays, Tytler’s
genius and indefatigable spirit were called forth in an extraordinary manner.
Having constructed a printing-press upon a principle different from those in
use,® and having procured some old materials, he set about arranging the types
of his Essays with his own hands, and without previously having written down
his thoughts upon paper. Mr Kay states in his MS., that twenty-three num-

® Supposed to have been the origin of those afterwards manufactured by the ingenious John Ruthven.
——Chambers's Biography.
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bers of the Essays were issued in this manner, and were only interrupted in
consequence of other engagements entered into by the author.

Mr Tytler was known by his previous literary contributions, but his fame
was increased by the publication of his Essays, which were admired not only for
the clearness of their reasoning, but for the extraordinary marner of their pro-
duction.

The attention of the booksellers being thus directed towards him, he was en-
gaged in 1776 as a contributor, or rather as editor of the second edition of the
Encyclopeedia Britannica, a work which, under his management, was enlarged
from three to eight volumes quarto. Subsequently, he was much employed by the
booksellers in compilations and abridgments; the most important of which was
the Edinburgh Geographical Grammar. Besides conducting various perio-
dicals, he published a translation of the four Eclogues of Virgil into English
verse; and from his own press, in a similar manner to his Essays, issued the
first volume of a general History of all Nations. .

At the commencement of the * balloon mania,” Tytler's genius took a new
flight. In 1784, he issued proposals to ascend in a fire-balloon, when a consider-
able sum was immediately subscribed to enable him to proceed with the experi-
ment. He accordingly constructed a balloon of about forty feet in height, anc
thirty in diameter, with stove and other apparatus; but although he had contem.
plated ascending during the week of the races, (early in August,) it was not till
the 27th of that month that he succeeded in making a decisive attempt. On this
occasion he rose to the height of three hundred and fifty feet. The scene of the
experiment was at Comely Gardens, near the King’s Park. Although he succeeded
in demonstrating the principle of a fire-balloon, all his attempts were short of
success. When Lunardi visited Scotland in 1785, he was of course much inte-
rested in the aeronaut’s success, and hence Mr Kay has, with much propriety,
associated him with the  fowls of a feather.” In the volume published by
Lunardi in London, (which we have elsewhere noticed,) giving an account of

hie Scotish aerial voyages, we find a poetical address to that gentleman by
Mr Tytler, commencing :—

Etherial traveller ! welcome from the skies—
Welcome to earth to feast our longing eyes.”

This effusion was no doubt in compliment to the successful aeronaut; but
as Tytler, in a long note, is careful to explain the principle of his * fire-bal-
loon,” and the causes of failure, it is to be presumed that the author was influenced
by a desire to set himself right in the opinion of Lunardi and the public. In
this note Tytler attributes his ill success, in the first instance, to the want of
proper shelter, and the smallness of the stove, which could not supply enough of
heat. In the second, his friends were alarmed at the idea of ‘dragging into
air” a cumbrous iron apparatus, and therefore, although Tytler gave directions
to have the stove enlarged, they deceived him by actually making it less. By
this time the public were highly dissatisfied, and he states that he was vilified
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in the newspapers—denounced as a coward and a scoundrel—and poited to
one deserving magisterial surveillance. “I bore it all,” says poor Tytler,
“ with patience, well knowing that one successful trial would speedily change
the public opinion.” Accordingly, on the third occasion, he did not trust to
his friends ; he had the stove enlarged nearly a foot, and with great hopes of suc-
cess proceeded to the trial. So early as five o'clock in the morning the balloon
was inflated, and when he took his seat it rose with much force ; but having
come in contact with a tree, the stove was broken in pieces, while the adven-
turer himself narrowly escaped injury. This disaster put an end to the specula-
tion, although not to the spirit of the projector, who remained firmly convinced
of the practicability of his invention.

Tytler's first wife being dead, he married, in 1779, a sister of Mr John Cairns,
flesher in Edinburgh, by which union he had one daughter. On the death of
his second wife in 1782, he was wedded, a third time, to Miss Aikenhead in De-
cember following, by whom, says Mr Kay’s MS., ¢ he has two daughters (twins)
so remarkably like each other, though now four years of age, that they can hardly
be distinguished from each other, even by their parents, who are often obliged to
ask their name, individually, at the infants themselves.” Kay also mentions, and
while he does so, admits his own belief in the practicability of the invention, that
he (Tytler) “is at present engaged in the construction of a machine, which, if he
completes it according to his expectations, will in all probability make his for-
tune.” This machine was no less than “ the perpetuum mobile, or an instru-
ment which, when once set a-going, will continue in motion for ever!™

Kay farther adds—*‘ He has just completed a chemical discovery of a certain
water for bleaching linen, which performs the operation in a few hours, without
hurting the cloth.” This was a practical and beneficial discovery ; but like the
other labours of Tytler, however much others may have reaped the benefit, it
afforded very little to himself.

To add to, or rather to crown the misfortunes of the unlucky son of genius,
- he espoused the cause of the * Friends of the People,” in 1792, and having
published a small pamphlet of a seditious nature, was obliged to abscond.
He went to Ireland, where he finished a work previously undertaken, called
““ A System of Surgery,” in three volumes. Immediately afterwards he removed
to the United States, where he resumed his literary labours, but died in a few
years after, while conducting a newspaper at Salem. His family were never
able to rejoin him.*

The third, in the background on the left, represented, when first executed,

® In a life of Tytler, Edinburgh, 1805, 12mo, it is said that he had “a brother a medical gentloman
of a respectable character on the Staff of Great Britain, well known to the literary by his tranalation of
Callimachus, highly commended by the great Quintilian ;” a strange fact, certainly, and one which,
however creditable to the Roman’s prophetic knowledge, says very little for his critical acumen, for more
wretched stuff can hardly be figured. Tytler’s anonymous biographerfurther informs his reader—*¢ He
bas also & daughter in Edinburgh, in the capacity of a servant maid, whose conduct, I have reason to
believe, is such as to be no disgrace to her respectable connexions.”
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an ingenious artist, but who, from a feeling of modesty, prevailed on the limner
to_alter it.

The fourth, or extreme figure on the left, is MR JOHN MITCHELL,
of the firm of Mitchell and White, hardware-merchants, at- that time residing
- in North Bridge Street. He was a respectable trader, and a great admirer of
balloons.

The fifth, in the background on the right, is a capital likeness of MR JAMES
NEILSON, writer and clerk to the Rev. 8ir Henry Moncrieff Wellwood, Bart.,
and his predecessors, Mr Stewart and Dr Webster, as collectors of the Minis-
ters’ Widows’ Fund. He lived in Turk’s Close, a little to the west of the
Luckenbooths, and died a bachelor, in March 1797. He was a particular friend to
Lunardi. He belonged, at a former period, to the first volunteer regiment raised
in Great Britain, viz. the Edinburgh Defensive Band.

The Sixth is a striking likeness of JOHN SPOTTISWOOD, Esq., one of the
magistrates of Edinburgh, a most respectable gentleman. He was at one time a
dealer in Carron-wares in the Grassmarket, and afterwards in Adam Square,
(South Bridge.) Kay has in his MS. preserved the following anecdote relative
to him :—This Print had hardly appeared when the Bailie came up to the limner,
and challenged him for publishing such a scandalous print, saying he ought to be
horsewhipped, and adding that he ought rather to have paid a compliment to Lu-
nardi, than to have classed him with Lord North the caddy. ¢ I don’t know,” said
Kay, “but Lord North is as good a man as he ; but I should like to see the man
who would horsewhip me.”—* It is one of the horriblest things on earth,” replied
the Bailie, ¢ to put me on a level with a caddy.”—* Oh ! Bailie, are yow there
too ?” exclaimed Kay, by way of interrogation. “ Yes, sir,” returned the magis-

, “ you know I am there; I have a daughter only five years old, who points me
out at first sight.”—* She must be a smart girl,” said the limner ; * but if you
please, Bailie, I shall do another print of you by yourself.”—* I'd see you hanged
first,” answered our hero.  Oh! Bailie, Bailie!™ said Kay, “ I hope you
are not angry.”—* Angry ! I'm shocking angry !” returned the provoked ma-
gistrate, stamping the ground with his foot, to the no small amusement of the
spectators who happened to be looking at the prints in Kay’s window, in the
Parliament Square, at the time.

The Seventh, or extreme figure on the right,is MYLES M‘PHAIL, better
known by the name of LORD NORTH, the Caddy. This sobriquet was be-
stowed in consequence of his personal resemblance to Lord North, afterwards Earl
of Guildford. M‘Phail, besides his occupation as a caddy, kept a tavern in the
High Street, and was much esteemed for his activity ; he was also officer of the
Caledonian Hunt. On the occasion of Lunardi’s ascent from the Green of Heriot's

Hospital, Lord North collected the money.
z
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- No. XXXIX.
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE COLONEL LENNOX.

THuis nobleman was born in Scotland in 1764, and succeeded to the Duke-
dom of Richmond and Lennox in 1806. He is best known, however, as “ Colonel
" Lennox,” having incurred considerable notoriety as a duellist, by challenging
and fighting with a prince of the blood-royal. At the time this affair of honour
took place, Lennox was Captain of a company in the Coldstream Guards, of which
regiment the late Duke of York was Colonel. The cause of quarrel originated
on the part of the Duke, who reported, that at the club in D’Aubigney’s,
Colonel Lennox had submitted to certain expressions unworthy of a gentleman.
On learning this the Colonel despatched a letter to the Duke, stating, that as
neither he nor any member of the club recollected hearing such words ad-
dressed to him, he thought his Highness ¢ ought to contradict the report as
publicly as he had asserted it.” The Duke replied that the words were spoken
in his own presence, and therefore he could not be subject to mistake : he was
only bound to maintain his own opinion that they ought to have been resented
by a gentleman. The immediate consequence was a message to his Royal
Highness desiring- satisfaction. A meeting accordingly took place on Wim-
bledon Common on the 26th May 1789, Lord Rawdon acting as second to the
Duke of York, and the Earl of Winchilsea (one of the Lords of the Bed-Cham-
ber to the King,) as second to Colonel Lennox. Of this transaction these gen-
. tlemen published the following account :—

“The ground was measured at twelve paces, and both parties were to fire
upon .a signal agreed upon. The signal being given, Colonel Lennox fired, and
the ball grazed his. Royal Highness's curl. The Duke of York did not fire.
Lord Rawdon then interfered and said, °thbat he thought enough had been
done.” Colonel Lennox observed ¢ That his Royal Highness had not fired.’
Lord Rawdon said, ¢ It was not the Duke’s intention to fire—his Royal High-
ness had come out upon Colonel Lennox’s desire to give him satisfaction, and
had no animosity against him.” Colonel Lennox pressed that the Duke of York
should fire, which was declined upon a repetition of the reason. Lord Win-
chilsea then went up to the Duke of York, and expressed his hope that his
Royal Highness could have no objection to say he considered Colonel Lennox
as a man of honour and courage? His Royal Highness replied that he should
say nothing ; he had come out to give Colonel Lennox satisfaction, and did not
mean to fire at him ; if Colonel Lennox was not satisfied he might fire again..
Colonel Lennox said he could not possibly fire again at the Duke, as his Royal
Highness did not mean to fire at him ! On this both parties left the ground.
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The seconds think it proper to add, that both parties behaved with the utmost
coolness and intrepidity.
“ Rawpon.

“ WINCHILSEA.
¢ Tuesday evening, May 26th.”

It is reported that her Majesty the Queen, who might have been supposed
inclined to resent an attempt upon the life of her son, so far from appearing to
do so, politely received the Colonel shortly afterwards at the Spanish ambassador’s

a.

On the 28th Colonel Lennox found it necessary-to solicit his Royal High-
ness, as Colonel of the Coldstream Guards, to permit a call of the officers to con-
sider of “ certain propositions touching his conduct and situation,” which the
Duke at once agreed to. The opinion of this military convention was as
follows :—* It is the opinion of his Majesty’s Coldstream Regiment of Guards,
that Colonel Lennox, subsequent to the 15th instant, has behaved with courage,
but from the peculiarity of the circumstances, not with judgment.”

In consequence of this ambiguous decision, the Colonel and his friends deemed
it proper for him to leave the Guards. He, accordingly, on the 16th of June,
exchanged with Lord Strathaven of the 85th, which regiment was then stationed
in Edinburgh Castle ; previous to joining, however, Colonel Lennox had occasion
to fight another duel, a pamphlet having been published by one Theophilus Swift,
Esq., throwing reflections on the character of the Colonel. The latter im-
mediately called on Mr Swift ; a meeting was the consequence, on the-morning
of the 8d July, in a field near to the Uxbridge road—MTr Swift attended by Sir
William Brown, and Colonel Lennox by Colonel Phipps. The principals took
their stations at the distance of ten paces, when Lennox, being the injured party,
was allowed to fire first. The ball took effect in the body of Mr Swift,* whose
pistol went off without injury. Mr Swift soon recovered from the effects of
the wound.

Colonel Lennox at length arrived in Edinburgh on the 21st of the month.
In the evening the Castle was illuminated in honour of his joining the regiment,

‘on which occasion he gave ‘ an excellent entertainment to the officers, and ten
guineas to the privates, to drink his health,” the officers also giving ten guineas
for the same purpose. Shortly after, he visited Gordon Castle, where he was mar-
ried to Lady Charlotte, eldest daughter of the Duke of Gordon, and niece to the
celebrated Lady Wallace.

About this time the Incorporation of Goldsmiths in Edinburgh made the
Colonel an honorary member of their body, and presented him with the free-

® This gentleman's father was nearly related to the celebrated Dean Swift, a life of whom he pub-
lished. After the Colonel's succession to the Dukedom, aund his sppointment to the Lieutenancy of
Ireland, in 1807, it occurred that Mr Swift was one of the party at a ball given at Dublin Castle. On
being presented to the royal depute, Mr Swift humorously remarked, ¢* This is a different ball from that
your Highness favoured me with tho last time'we met.”
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dom in a silver snuff-box. In October of the same year, he had the freedom
of the city conferred upon him by the magistrates, at the same time with the
Right Honourable the Earl of Hopetoun, and two brothers of that nobleman,
John and Alexander Hope.

During the Colonel’s stay in Edinburgh, Mr Kay mentions that he was much
beloved by all who knew him. He adds, ¢ The Colonel is also a great player
at cricket, a game of which he was very fond, and at which he used to amuse
himself with the common soldiers—a degree of condescension, which, together
with the drink-money he gave them on such occasions, made them all very fond
of him.”

Colonel Lennox served afterwards in the Leeward Islands, and arrived in St
Domingo from Martinique with eight flank companies of foot, on the 8th June
1794, just at the breaking out of that pestilential disease, the yellow fever, to
which forty officers and six hundred rank and file fell victims in two months.”

In 1795 he was appointed aid-de-camp to the King, with the rank of Colonel
in the Army, and had the rank of Major-General conferred upon him in 1798.
In 1800 he was made Colonel-Commandant of the 35th foot, and farther pro-
moted to be Colonel of the same regiment in May 1803. He attained the rank
of Lieutenant-General in 1805.

At the general election in 1790, he was returned Member of Parliament for
the county of Sussex ; at the next election, six years afterwards, he was rechosen,
and again in 1802 and 1806, immediately after which, on the death of his
uncle, he succeeded to the Dukedom of Richmond and Lennox. On the first
of April 1807, his grace was sworn a Privy Councillor, and appointed Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland. He was afterwards made Governor of Canada, where
he died in 1819, and was succeeded in his titles by his son Charles,—the
second of a family of fourteen, the eldest being a daughter.

No. XL.
COLONEL HUNTER.

THis Gentleman was much above the ordinary height, and exceedingly cor-
pulent. He was brother of Sir James Hunter Blair, Baranet. It is said that
when the Colonel accompanied his regiment to the West Indies—a climate
proverbially fatal to Europeans—upon his arrival there, while superintending
the disembarkation of the regimental stores, he was much annoyed by a person
walking round and round him, and staring uncommonly at him. Surprised
at this singular surveillance, the Colonel asked what he wanted, when the fellow
very gravely replied, “ I am just wondering, sir, if I have a coffin large enough
for you.” This hint was not lost ; the Colonel took the earliest opportunity of
disappointing the speculative undertaker, by returning to his native country.
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No. XLI.
THE REV. WILLIAM ROBERTSON, D.D,

AUTHOR OF THE “ HISTORY OF SCOTLAND,” AND «“ CHARLES V.”

Tr1s eminent divine resided within the old College, at the south gate, nearly
on the spot where the centre of the library now is. He was born in the year
1721, in the manse of Borthwick, of which parish his father, also called Wil-
liam, was then minister, but who was afterwards presented to the Old Greyfriars’
Church, Edinburgh. His mother was Eleanor, daughter of David Pitcairn,
Esq. of Dreghorn ; by the father's side he was descended from the Robertsons
of Gladney in Fife, a branch of the ancient house of Strowan. Dr Robertson
received the first rudiments of his education at Dalkeith, under Mr Leslie; and, in
1788, when his father removed to Edinburgh, he commenced his course of
academical study, which he completed at the University of Edinburgh in 1741.
In the same year he was licensed to preach by the Presbytery of Dalkeith ; and
in 1743 was, by the Earl of Hopetoun, presented to the living of Gladsmuir in
East Lothian. Soon after this, his father and mother died within a few hours of
each other, when six sisters,* and a younger brother,} were left almost wholly
dependent on him. He immediately toak them home to his humble residence
at Gladsmuir, where his stipend amounted to little more than L.60 a-year, and
devoted his leisure hours to the superintendence of their education. r
seeing them all respectably settled in the world, he married, in 1751, bis in
Mary, daughter of the Rev. Mr Nisbet, one of the ministers of Edinburgh.

In the Rebellion of 1745, when Edinburgh was threatened by the Highland-
ers, he hastened into the city, and joined a corps of Volunteers raised for its
defence ; and when it was resolved to deliver up the city without resistance, he,
with a small band, tendered his assistance to General Cope, who lay with the
royal army st Haddington—an offer which the General (fortunately for the
Doctor and his party) declined. He then returned to the sacred duties of his
parish, where he was much beloved ; and soon afierwards began to display his
talents in the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, where he became
the object of universal attention and applause. It was about this time that Dr
Robertson so ably defended his friend Mr Home, the author of the tragedy
of Douglas, from the proceedings adopted against him in the clerical courts.

The first publication of Dr Robertson was a sermon, which was preached by
him before the Society for propagating Christian Knowledge, in 1755 ; and to it
may be attributed the unanimity of his call to the charge of Lady Yester's
Church in Edinburgh, to which he was translated in 1758. In February

® One of his sisters, Mrs Syme, who lived at the head of the Cowgate, was the grandmother of Lord

Brougham and Vaux.
4 Mi Patrick Robertson, who was bred a jeweller, and was very successful in business in Edinburgh.
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might have ranked with the first names in the British Senate. He retired from
the business of the Church Courts in 1780, but still continued his pastoral duties,
preaching when his health permitted, till within a few months of his death,
which took place at Grange House, near Edinburgh, on the 11th June 1793.

His colleague Dr John Erskine, in a sermon preached after his death, said,
“ Few minds were naturally so large and capacious as Dr Robertson’s, or stored
by study, experience, and obscrvation, with so rich furniture. His imagination
was correct, his judgment sound, his memory tenacious, his temper agreeable,
his knowledge extensive, and his acquaintance with the world and the heart of
man very remarkable.”

' Dr Robertson is said to have excited the enmity of Dr Gilbert Stuart, in con-
sequence of his assumed opposition to the appointmeént of that clever, but vin-
dictive personage, to one of the Law chairs in the University. Whether the
Principal really interfered is not certain, but Stuart believed he had done so,
and that was quite sufficient to induce him ‘to take every means in his power to
annoy his imagined enemy. The ¢ View of Society in Europe,” is in direct
opposition to the luminous introduction to Dr Robertson’s * History of Charles
V.,” and thé ¢ History of Scotland, from the Reformation to the Death of Queen
Mary,” is an undisguised and virulent hypercritical attack on the ¢ History
of Scotland” by the same eminent writer, and does no great credit to the talents
of Dr Stuart. The Empress Catherine of Russia was so delighted with Dr
Robertson’s works, that she presented him with a handsome gold enamelled snuff-
box, richly set with diamonds, through Dr Rogerson, which is still in possession
of the family.

Dr Robertson left three sons and two daughters. The eldest son, a Lord
of Session, retired some years ago from the Bench; he lived in Charlotte Square,
and died only last year. The next son, Lieutenant-General James, who dis-
tinguished himself under Lord Cornwallis, still lives at Canaan Bank, near
Edinburgh. The third son was also in the army, but, having married the
heiress of Kinloch-Moidart, now resides almost entirely on his estate. The
eldest daughter married Patrick Brydone, Esq. of Lennel House, author of a
“ Tour through Sicily and Malta,” one of whose daughters became Countess of
Minto ; and another, the wife of Admiral Sir Charles Adam, K.B. The youngest
daughter married John Russell, Esq., Writer to the Signet.

No. XLIII.
QUARTERMASTER TAYLOR.

THis gentleman was an officer in the 7th Regiment of Foot, and served under
General Elliot, afterwards Lord Heathfield, during the memorable siege of Gib-
raltar by the Spaniards. While in Edinburgh, during the year 1788, hLis
extreme corpulency rendered him very conspicuous, and induced Mr Kay to
make him the subject of the present etching. It is eaid that the night before
his death he was offered L.400 for his commission, which he refused.
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No. XLIV.
COCK-FIGHTING MATCH
BETWEEN' THE COUNTIES OF LANARK AND HADDINGTON.

Tnis affair was decided in the unfinished. kitchen of the Assembly Rooms,
in 1785; on which occasion the gentlemen cock-fighters of the county of East
Lothian were the victors. Among the audience will be recognised likenesses
of the principal individuals of this fancy at the time. Kay, in his MS. notes,
particularly points out those of Sir James Baird of Newbyth, William Hamilton,
Esq. of Wishaw, (afterwards Lord Belhaven,) MacLeod, Esq. of Drim-
nin, Lord North the caddy, the noted Deacon Brodie, and several other emi-
nent cockers. The two figures in the pit represent the persons employed by the
different parties ; the one was an Edinburgh butcher, the other an Englishman.

In allusion to this contest Kay observes, “ It cannot but appear surprising
that noblemen and gentlemen, who upon any other occasion will hardly show the
smallest degree of condescension to their inferiors, will, in the prosecition of
this barbarous amusement, demean themselves so far as to associate with the
very lowest characters in society.”

Cock-fighting prevailed to a great extent among the Romans, who most
likely adopted it among other things from the Greeks, with this addition, that
they used quails as well as the common gamecock. With the Romans cock-
fighting is presumed to have been introduced into Britain, although the first
notice we have of it is by Fitz-Stephen, in his Life of the famous Thomas
a-Becket, in the reign of Henry II. There were several enactments made
against the practice in the reigns of Edward III. and Henry VIII., but it is
well known that the cock-pit at Whitehall was erected by royalty itself, for the
more magnificent celebration of the sport: it was again prohibited during the
Protectorship of Cromwell in 1654, and afterwards by the act 25th Geo. III.
Notwithstanding the efforts made to put it down, this disreputable amusement
continued in all parts of England to be pmctlsed with the utmost wantonness
almost to the present time.

In Scotland, cock-fighting was for many years an ordinary recreation. In
1705 William Machrie, fencing-master in Edinburgh, published ¢ An Essay
upon the Royal Recreation and Art of Cocking. Edinburgh, printed by James
Watson in Craig’s Closs. Sold by Mr Robert Freebairn in the Parliament
Closs, 1705.” 12mo. This tract, which is now exceedingly scarce, is dedicated
to the nobility and gentry of Scotland, who are told that ¢ the sport of cock-
fighting is improvid to a great height; ’tis as much an art as managing of
horses for races or for the field of battle ; and tho’ it has been in vogue over all
Europe, yet "twas never esteem’d nor practis'd but by the nobility and gentry.
It was kept up only by people of rank, and never sunk down to the hands of
the commonality, where the art of managing this fierce and warlike bird had
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been either lost or slighted.” Some verses, signed “ T. C.,” are prefixed, from
which we learn that
“ The sword has always flourish’d, and the bow,

So long neglected, claims its birthright now,

And our cock-matches owe their rise to you.”
From which it may be inferred that this species of amusement had been intro-
duced into Scotland by Machrie, who terms it ‘ a very Innocent, Noble, and
highly Heroick Game!!”

The style of this curious publication is highly inflated, and the attempt to
confer dignity upon this wretched and cruel sport is ludicrous enough, After
very minute researches into the antiquity of the “ royal recreation,” the history
of the cock and its habits, the proper mode of treatment, &c., the author con-
cludes—* I am not asham’d to declare to the world that I have a special vene-
ration and esteem for those gentlemen within and about this city who have
entered on society for propagating and establishing the royal recreation of
cocking, (in order to which, they have already erected a Cockpit in the Links
of Leith,) and I earnestly wish that their gemerous and laudable example may
be imitated to that degree, that (in cock-war) village may be engaged against
village, city against city, kingdom against kingdom—nay, the father against the
son, until all the wars in Europe, whercin so much Christian blood is spilt, be
turned into that of the innocent pastime of Cocking.”

From the date of Machrie’s work until recently, the practice of cock-
fighting seems to have been pretty gemeral, especially in Edinburgh, where
a regular cock-pit was erected, and liberally supported for many years. On
turning over the files of the Edinburgh journals, the names of gentlemen still
alive are to be found, who now, it is to be presumed, would not be disposed
to consider their former * cocking™ propensities with much complacency. An
attempt was made two or three years since to revive the “ royal recreation™ in
a certain city in the west, but it was very properly put down by the magistracy.

No. XLV.
JAMES DONALDSON.

THis Print represents a half-witted journeyman baker, whom Kay has
thought worthy of immortality, on account of his enormous strength.

Many instances of this simpleton’s extraordinary physical powers are remem-
bered : Amongst these is the fact of his having frequently, for the amusement
of himself and the butchers, knocked down a strong bull-calf with one blow of
his prodigious fist. His good nature, however, was often imposed upon by
fools as great as himself, who used to load him with burdens sufficient for any
three ordinary men.

The Print has been entitled *“ O Drouth ! by the limner, being a far-fetched
allusion to Jamie’s thirsty employment.

28
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No. XLVL
MR ALEXANDER THOMSON,

AND

MISS CRAWFORD.

TuosE.wha recollect MR THOMSON, affirm this representation of him to
be extremely faithful. He was very remarkable for the length of his arms,
which, while walking, he kept danglmg by his side, as represented in the Print.
He carried on business as a grocer-in a shop nearly opposite the Tron Church,
where, by persevering industry and fair dealing, he is said to have amassed a con-
siderable fortune ; from which circumstance, together with his long and honour-
able career, he obtained the title of the ¢ Prince of Grocers.” Not much
in accordance, however, with this high:sounding title, he was known also by
the less dignified appellation of * Farthing Sandy,” owing to his having at one
period issued a great number of brass farthings, for the better adjustment of
accounts with his numerous customers. His house was at the Abbey-Hill.

Thomson was a widower of long standing ; but having grown in riches as well
as in years, it appears strange fantasies of greatness began to flit before his ima-
gination. He used to compare himself with the other grocers as a large mas-
tiff dog, placed in the centre of a number of little terriers. With a view to his
aggrandizement, he sought to comnect himself by marriage with some family
of aristocratic blood ; and with thls ‘““intention full resolved,” he is represented
in the Print as * casting an eye™ at Miss Crawford—a lady somewhat whimsi-
cal, if not altogether fantastical, in her dress and manners. The scene is limned
by Mr Kay as witnessed on the Calton-Hill, the day on which Mr Tytler's
¢ fire-balloon ™ ascended from the Abbey grounds. The ¢ Prince of Grocers,”
however, was not successful in his pursuit, and ultimately became, among the
ladies, an object of ridicule, being known by the feminine sobriquet of
“ Ruffles,” from a practice he*had of hiding his long fingers in his sleeve ap-
pendages. Had the. widower aimed at less lofty game, there would have been
no doubt of success ; his “old brass would have bought a new pan.”

Notwithstanding his reputed riches, it is said that Thomson left a mere trifle
at his death, having been nearly ruined by a son, who afterwards went to Ja-
maica, where it is believed he died. a mendicant.

MISS CRAWFORD, the object of the grocer’s ambition, was the daughter
of Sir Hew Crawford of Jordanhill, and resided at the time at a place called
Redbraes, Bonnington Road. She continued * deaf as Ailsa Craig™ to the
wooing of old Ruffles, preferring a life of single blessedness, although it
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was said she afterwards formed a * mesalliance™ with John (commonly
called Jack) Fortune, a surgeon, who went abroad, (brother of Matthew For-
tune, who kept the Tontine, Prince’s Street)—both sons of old Fortune who
kept the noted tavern in the High Street, the resort of the higher ranks in Scot-
land fifty years ago;® but Mrs Fortune was a younger sister.

Sir Hew's family originally consisted of fifteen, several of whom died when
young. The eldest daughter, Miss Mary, was married in 1775 to General
Fletcher of Saltoun (then Campbell of Boquhan,) and afterwards to Colonel
John Hamilton of Bardowie, in Stirlingshire ; and the second, Lucken, was
married to General Gordon Cuming of Pitlurg, Aberdeenshire, by whom she
had ten children.

Mr Kay mentions that the publication of this Print created great excitement
at the time, (1784,) and was the cause of several articles being written pro and
con in the periodicals of the day. Captain Crawford (brother to the lady) was
very much irritated, and threatened to cudgel the limner, at the same time
“ daring him at his peril to pencil any lady ever after.” As might have been
expected, this threat had a very contrary effect—being immediately followed by
an slteration of the Plate, making the head-dress of Miss Crawford a little
more ridiculous, and also by the caricature of “ RETALIATION; OR THE
CupceLLER CaUGHT.”

No XLVIIL
RETALIATION ; OR TIIE CUDGELLER CAUGHT,

RerrEseNTs the gallant and high-minded Captain Crawford, who.was then
young, in the hands of a brawny porter, while his sister and her companion,
Miss Hay of Montblairy, who then resided with her mother in Haddington's
Entry, Canongate, are lustily calling out for help. This caricature, however,
is supposed to have been merely a flight of fancy, without any foundation in
fact. Captain Crawford, afterwards Sir Hew, was a very handsome man.
He married a Miss Johnston, of the county of Leitrim, in Ireland, by whom
he had two sons and three daughters.

® ¢ On the 10th of October 1775, s wager was determined at Fortune’s tavern, Edinburgh, on the
quulity of the beef of two bullocks—one fed by the Duke of Buccleuch, the other by John Lumsdaine of
Blansirn, £sq. A sirloin of each was roasted ; and it took two men to carry each to the table. The
wager was determined in favour of the Duke. Besides his Grace and Mr Lumsdaine, there were n
goodly number of other noblemen, gentlemen, clergy, &c., at dinner—twenty-one in number—all dressed
in the manufactures of Sootland.” The Duke of Buccleuch is well known to have been ‘*a great
encourager of Scotch manufactures,” which were at that time in their infancy.—=The Earl of Hopetoun,
as C iesi to the G 1 Assembly, used to hold state in Fortune’s tavern ; and on election occa-
sions the Scottish Peers frequently terminated the proceedings of the day by dining there. The pre-
mises were at an earlier period the town residence of the Earls of Eglintoune.
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No XLVIIL
HENRY VISCOUNT MELVILLE,

AND

THE HON..ROBERT DUNDAS OF ARNISTON,

LORD CHIEF BARON OF THE COURT OF EXCHEQUER.

THE first figure in this Print represents the Right Honoursble HENRY
DUNDAS, Viscount Melville and Baron Dunira.

Mr Dundas was second son of Robert Dundas of Amiston, Lord President
of the Court of Session,* by Anne, daughter of Sir William Gordon of Inver-
gordon, his lordship’s second wife, and was born on the 28th April 1742.

After completing his education at the University of Edinburgh with the
usual course of legal study, he was admitted a Member of the Faculty of Advo-
cates in the year 1763,

At this period it has been said, that, after paying the expense of his education
and admission to the Faculty, Mr Dundas had just sixty pounds remaining of
his patrimony.

Mr Dundas began his splendid public career in the comparatively humble capa-
city of an assessor to the Magistrates of Edinburgh. The office of one of his
Majesty’s Depute-Advocates was then conferred upon him ; and subsequently
he was appointed Solicitor-General for Scotland.

To these situations he recommended himself by his superior talents, which
were early displayed, and which obtained for him the highest consideration of
the Bench and Bar. But the ambition of Mr Dundas was directed to higher ob-
jects than were to be attained even by the most brilliant success at the Scotch bar,
where the only honour that would follow the most successful exertion of talent,
would be a seat on the bench. He accordingly resolved to try his fortunes in the
sister kingdom, and with this view, in the year 1774, successfully contested the

county of Mid-Lothian with the Ministerial candidate. He, however, after- .

wards joined the party then in power—became a zealous and able supporter of
Lord North’s Administration—and was, as a reward for his services, appointed
Lord Advocate of Scotland in 1775. Two years afterwards, he obtained the
appointment of Keeper of his Majesty’s Signet for Scotland.

® To prevent any mis ption, it may be right to mention that there were two Presidents of the
Court of Session bearing the name of Robert Dundas. The first, who was born on the 9th December 1685,
and died on the 26th August 1753, was the father of Lord Viscount Melville. The second, who was born
on the 18th July 1713, and died, in the seventy-fifth year of his age, on the 13th December 1787, was
the eldest son of the preceding judge by his first marriage with Elizabeth, daughter of Robert Watson
Esq. of Muirhouse, and in this way was the * half-brother** (to use a Scoticiam) of Lord Melville.
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Mr Dundas had now obtained a high reputation as a statesman ; and from his
- knowledge of public business, and intimate acquaintance with the condition of
the country, was considered so desirable an auxiliary by those in power,. that no
change of Ministry seriously interfered with his advancement, every new Ad-
ministration being equally anxious,with its predecessors to secure his services.
Thus, on the promotion of Lofd Shelburne to the premiership, (1782,) Mr
Dundas was appointed Treasurer of the Navy. This situation, however, he
resigned on the formation of the celebrated Coalition Administration. He
was again restored to office by Mr Pitt, of whom he was latterly one of the
steadiest and ablest supporters.

During this interval, Mr Dundas had rendered himself remarkable in Parlia-
ment for his intimate acquaintance with the affairs of India, and was twice ap-
pointed chairman of committees appointed for the purpose of legislating for
this immense territory. But it was as Treasurer of the Navy that Mr Dundas’s
services were of the greatest benefit to his country. In this department
he effected a total reformation ; substituting order and economy for per-
plexity and profusion—securing greater promptitude in the payment of the
seamen’s wages—carrying through Parliament various measures calculated
to improve their condition-and to increase their comforts~—and removing a
fruitful source of fraud against the families of sailors, by procuring an act for
preventing the successful use of forged instruments. He it was, also, who in-
troduced the bill which empowers seamen to make over their half-pay to their
wives and families. Such were some of the benevolent and judicious improve-
ments which Mr Dundas introduced. He held the office of Treasurer of the
Navy till 1800. In the Session of 1784, Mr Dundas introduced a bill for
restoring the estates forfeited on account of the Rebellion of 1745—a measure
not less remarkable for its policy than for its liberal and generous spirit.

In 1791, Mr Dundas was appointed Principal Secretary of State for the
Home Department, having been prevmusly nominated President of the Board
of Control.

Amongst the public measures that originated with Mr Dundas about this
period of his career, was the formation of the Fencible regiments, the Supple-
mentary Militia, the Volunteer Corps, and the Provisional Cavalry. With
him slso ongmated the improved system of distributing the army throughout
the country in barracks and garrisons. The singular ability and judgment
which marked Mr Dundas’s superintendence on military affairs, suggested the
propriety of appointing him Secretary of State for the War Department, and
he was nominated to this office accordingly, in the year 1794. In 1800, he
was appointed Keeper of the Privy Seal of Scotland, and his son succeeded him
as Keeper of the Signet. He held the offices of Secretary of State, and Presi-
dent of the Board. of Control, till his resignation along with Mr Pitt in 1801.

‘While in the House of Commons, Mr Dundas repreéented first.the county,

and afterward