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PUBLISHERS' PREFACE
TO THE SCOTCH EDITION .

Thiswork originated in the suggestion of several pious and highly
talented individuals, that an attempt should be made to promote the
important duty of Family Worship , and to aid in its revival where
it has unhappily fallen into neglect, by placing in the hands of the
community what may be termed a model book, embracing so great
a variety of examples, as to avoid the monotony of a single form of
prayer, and suited, by its extensive and comprehensive application,
to the varied wants and circumstances of man . It was ultimately
determined that the plan of the work should include — the selection
of a portion of scripture for every morning and evening throughout
the year, and a prayer for every morning and evening, adapted to
the circumstances of the entire household , and based upon the por
tion of holy writ recommended to be read . The passage of scripture
must be read from the Bible itself, that it may be always in the
hands of the family . This plan met the approbation of all the min
isters of the Church of Scotland to whom it was submitted ; and

from this learned and pious body of men , no fewer than one hun
dred and eighty individuals were selected as contributors to the
work . It has been altogether a laborof love on their part; and the

varied talent and devotional spirit so conspicuous throughout the
FAMILY WORSHIP , attest the Christian zeal with which they have

performed their respective parts. This work, it is believed , will long

remain a valuable and delightful record of their piety and usefulness ;
and will, in after times, serve to stimulate the laborers in the Lord's
vineyard to that exemplary discharge of the ministerial duty which

so eminently distinguishes the clergymen of the Church of Scotland

in the present day.
The entire superintendence of the work was confided to the Rer.
James Gibson , A .M ., of Glasgow ; and the proprietors are deeply
sensible of the advantages that have accrued to the publicatirin froni
bis talent and untiring assiduity . To this gentleman, and to the

numerous contributors, the publishers offer their respectful tkanks.
Glasgow .

EDITOR ' S PREFACE .

OUR labors in editing this work have now been brought to a close ; and

we can look back on the occasional hours spent in them with unmingled
satisfaction.

The object of the work has been to aid and promote the duty

of Family Worship ; a duty alike commended by its essential interest and
importance, and dictated by the principles of Scripture and even the feelings
of natural religion , a duty whose decay or revival is always coincident with
the revival or decay of vital religion itself. It is usually understood to con

sist in praise and prayer,and reading of the Word of God. It has its founda
tion in our dependence on God for all the blessings and comforts of our being,
and our duty to praise and obey the Author of them all. Prayer is the nat

ural expression of a dependent being,and is especially the duty and the privi
lege of man , sinful, weak , ignorant, subject to many trials and miseries, and
born for eternity.

The very same principles and circumstances that make it a duty and a

privilege in an individual to pray to God ,make it incumbent upon a family .

Nay, the family relation strengthens the feelings and obligations of prayer,
multiplies the inducements and combines them

into one united interest of

deeper and more , tender intensity. The very existence of one Great Father
of the universe , implies, that the common and united homage of all creation

is his due. Of him , and to him , and through him , are all things.' All
beings and all combinations of being must look up to him who is the great
centre and source of their existence, and their joy. Especially is it most

reasonable and natural that this should be the case in the closest, most inti
mate, and endearing of all social relations, — that of the family . Here there

is a clear and a felt community of wants,difficulties, trials,and enjoyments,
in which every member feels and sympathizes, as intensely as in his own in
dividual concerns ; even with an intensity increased in proportion to the
number of individuals of whom it is composed . Every morning and every
evening they have the same common blessings to acknowledge,the same sins
to be confessed and forgiven, ihe same natures to be renewed and sanctified ,
and the same hopes to cherish . They need protection from the same dan

viji
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gers ; they have the same consolations to seek , the saine trials and afflictions
to endure ; they are journeying together to the samehome; they hope to die
in each other's presence, or if scattered in the providence of God for a 'time,

they hope to meet together at last, - a family in heaven . Having one God
and Father, one faith , one Lord , one baptism , and one hope of eternal life,
nothing can be more reasonably suitable and delightful than to meet together
round the same family altar, morning and evening, to commit their way to

God.

Family Worship has many great and obvious advantages. Besides the
all-important benefits of a directly religious kind, in promoting piety and
drawing down the blessing of God, and of him who both promised his pres
ence to two or three meeting together and asking anything in his name, it
promotes order, regularity, and propriety of behavior in a household . The
very submission to theGod of all,which it expresses and cherishes, promotes

the spirit of submission and obedience in the family . It checks unseasonable
levity, rebukes disorder, quarrelling, or unruly passions, which cannot consist
with family devotion . Either the one or the other must cease. It invests
the parent and master with the most venerable of all characters, — that of a

servant of God ; and where the natural affection of parents and children,
and the proper kindness on the one hand, and respect on the other, of masters
and servants, are hallowed and deepened by the benign and solemn feelings

of religion , love, peace , and obedience will reign through the family. The
principles and examples of Scripture entirely harmonize with these views.
We do not expect to find particular precepts on this head ; because, as we
have seen , the reasons that enforce prayer on a man as an individual, enforce

it on him in all his relations ; and it is worthy of remark , that all God's

commands are addressed to him as an individual ; - " Thou shalt, or shalt
not” do this or that, binding on him everywhere and at every time. Wher
ever there are social blessings and duties, social prayer to God is due. But

wemay expect examples of these principles in the Scriptures; and accord
ingly there are many. Thus Abraham was commended for his observance
of family religion , and that too in connection with the promise , that in him

all the families of the earth should be blessed , Gen . xviii. 19. Eli was
punished for not religiously training and ruling his family . Joshua resolved,

that as for him and his house, he would serve the Lord. Job was in the
constant practice of family religion ; David , Daniel, and others. Our Lord
and his apostles joined in domestic prayer ; and that inimitably beautiful and
comprehensive form of prayer dictated by our Lord, is a social or family
prayer, and that on the principles we have above laid down ..

Many difficulties are plead as an apology for neglecting this duty ; espe.
cially , some plead that they cannot overcome their natural reluctance and
timidity to engage in prayer in the presence of others. We cannot attach
much importance to this as a reason for neglecting the duty ; though we

doubt not it prevails to a great extent. It is therefore highly necessary to
remove it. With such a form as this in his possession , no one may plead

EDITOR 'S PREFACE
such an apology. There is in this work ample matter and variety as a help
to beginners ; and even what may be very useful to stir up devotion , and

supply varied expression to the more experienced Christian. It is with this
view and not to supersede the practice of extempore prayer, that this work
has been projected ; and both publishers and contributors would deeply regret
if this were the result.

They believe, on the other hand, that it will greatly

tend to furnish such matter and expression for prayer, as will soon enable any
one who devoutly uses it to dispense with forms altogether.

There is, however, in this country , what we cannot but consider a very
unreasonable prejudice against the use of forms in all circumstances . It has

arisen from the fearful evils and abuses arising out of the shameless and
idolatrous forms of Popery , mumbled over by a lazy and corrupt priesthood,

without feeling, and almost without decency ; succeeded by the cruel and
insane attempts to force upon a reluctant people, forms containing sentiments

and rites which they abhorred . Yet it is a well-known fact, that our early
reformers prepared and used forms in the worship of God, and the sentiments

of our forefathers on this head may be gathered from the following passage
in the Directory for Family Worship, usually bound up with the Confession
of Faith of the Church of Scotland, and containing many wise and excellent
directions :

" So many as can conceive prayer, ought to make use of that gift ofGod ;
albeit, those who are rude and weaker may begin at a set form of prayer,
but so as they be not sluggish in stirring up in themselves (according to their
daily necessities) the spirit of prayer, which is given to all the children of
God in somemeasure," & c.

We need not refer to the form left by our Lord as an example of such a
practice ; where his disciples were taught to " say" the samewords. Indeed,
what are all the passages of Scripture usually adopted in extempore prayer ?
what are the apostolic benedictions, but forms of prayers ? We every day

more and more admire the wisdom and piety of our forefathers, who permit
ted them when necessary , while they did not encourage them where they
can be dispensed with. We greatly venerate the practices of our Church ,
and the habits they have cherished among our people . We are persuaded
that it is highly advantageous, in order to keep alive the spirit of devotion,
to leave themind unfettered by fixed forms; and that there are times and
circumstances in the providential and spiritual history of a pious soul and a
pious family, for which no previous foresight can provide suitable expression
at a throne of grace, and which will overflow all the artificial channels pre
viously prepared. In such cases it would be most improper that the spirit

should not be left to its free and unfettered exercise.
Having such views, we, with many others, hailed the present attempt of
the enterprising publishers of this work with much satisfaction . The Chris

tian world is deeply indebted to them for the extensive circulation of many
religious works of the mostuseful kind ; and which have been of great service
in reviving and promoting religion in districts of the country where it had

EDITOR'S PREFACE,

fallen low . Wehave occasion to know , that the present undertaking has
been a valuable treasure to many, and especially to families with females at
their head ; or where the usual head of the family has been absent or un
qualified from sickness or inability. We have had high satisfaction in

superintending the publication of a work , which, from the great success it
has already attained, promises, by the blessing of God, to be extensively use

ful to generations yet to come. May God be pleased to vouchsafe his Holy
Spirit to crown this anticipation with an abundant increase in the fruits of
righteousness, which are , by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God
Amen .
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S PASTORAL LETTER TO THE
PEOPLE OF SCOTLAND, ON FAMILY WORSHIP.*
(The Publishers consider ihat they cannot more appropriately commence their Work
on FAMILY WORSHIP, than by prefixing the GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S PASTORAL LETTER to the

PEOPLE of ScOTLAND, on the same subject, in which the duties and privileges of domestic
worship are most strongly recomaended and enforced.)

The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, To our dearly beloved
People : Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and Jesus Christ
our Lord .

On your behalf, brethren , we thank God , whom we serve with our spirit

in theGospel of His Son, that your faith and devotion have long been spoken
of throughout the world ; and we are bound always to have remembrance of
you in our prayers night and day, greatly desiring that, like your forefathers
in times of clearest light, you may continue steadfastly in the fear of the Lord ,
and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, abounding in the exercises of that un

feigned godliness, which is profitable unto all things, having promise of the
life that now is, and of that which is to come.
In compliance with the solicitations of many who watch for your souls,
and are jealous over you with godly jealousy, we have resolved to issue this
brotherly exhortation on the sacred and indispensable duty of Family Worship,

- not as if we had any recent ground for apprehending that it is likely to fall
into more extensive neglect, but because we know too well that it is by no
means universally practised , and because even the purest minds require to be
stirred up, by way of remembrance, that, while they hold fast the profession
of their own faith without wavering, they may consider one another to pro

voke and encourage, by good counsel and good example , to the love of truth

and holiness, and to the habitual and serious observance of those offices of
piety , whereby, as surely as the body is nourished and refreshed by its daily
bread and its nightly rest, the soul of man , through the nurture and admo

nition of the Lord , is progressively matured in excellence and strength , till it
is advanced to the perfection and glory of its immortal existence.
In calling your attention to this momentous topic, we think it superfluous

to enlarge on the high obligations by which theduty is enforced , - obligations
which are involved in the very constitution of our frail and dependent being,

and impressed on the understanding and the heart by the persuasive voice

of Scriptural authority, opening the ears ofmen , and sealing the instruction ,
by which God speaketh, not once or twice, but at sundry times, and in divers
manners, adding line upon line, precept upon precept, promise upon promise,

and threatening upon threatening, so as to bring perpetually to remembrance
* Elinburgh , May 30, 1836. — The General Assembly having considered and approved
the Overtures recommending a renewed Admonition for the purpose of stirring up the
people of this land to the faithful and regular observance of the Worship of God in their
Families, did, and hereby do, require the following Pastoral Letter to be read by all the
Ministers of this Church, from their several pulpits, on the first convenient Lord's Day
after it shall come into their hands. - Jony LEE, CI. Eccl. Scot
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both the blessings which are multiplied to them that fear the Lord , and the
fury which is poured out on the families which call not on his name. The
appointment of the reasonable service of bowing down at the domestic altar
before the Lord our Maker, that, in waiting for the promised effusion of the
Spirit of grace and supplications, we may be filled with the fruits of right
eousness, has ever been regarded by all men of sound mind and Christian

experience, not as the imposition of an irksomeyoke, but as the conveyance
of an inestimable privilege ; for as often as we mark the tokens of God's
power and presence in making the outgoings of the morning and evening to

rejoice, must every enlightened and purified heart, lifting up its affections to
the Father of Spirits, acknowledge , with triumphant satisfaction , that it is a
good thing to show forth His loving-kindness in the morning, and His faith
fulness every night.
To those only who have tasted and seen it, can we speak intelligibly of

the tranquil delight which is awakened and sustained by such periodical acts
of
household worship, as are not a mere formal ceremony in which themem
bers join with
reluctance or cold compliance, but the fervent utterance of

ips, which , out of the abundance of the heart, in which the love of God is

shed abroad , are, by the influence of that unquenchable affection ,most pleas

ingly constrained to celebrate the mercies which are new every morning, and
to offer up the spiritual incense of prayer with as unceasing regularity, as
from the sanctuary of Israel the smoke of the evening sacrifice arose, or as
the early dew of Hermon descended on themountains of Sion, when there the
Lord commanded the blessing - even life for evermore .

Without all controversy, thebenefits produced by this hallowed exercise are

ineffably precious. It is not enough to say that thus are devout and grateful
emotions awakened , thus is faith in the superintending providence and holy
promises of God confirmed , — thus are the gracesof humility, resignation , and

patience, nourished and increased ,while ,with the contemplation of the infinite
excellence,the unwearied beneficence, and the everlasting strength of the Lord
Jehovah, we contrast the instability, deceitfulness, and desperate wickedness

of the heart of man . By the infallible testimony of Heaven, we are author
ized to affirm constantly that there is an efficacy in the prayer of faith ,
which , though inexplicable by our feeble understandings, must, through all

ages, continue to avail as much as it did in the days of those patriarchs,

prophets, and righteous men , who, as princes, had power with God, when ,
receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved , they had grace to serve him
acceptably with reverence and godly fear.

The Lord is ever nigh unto them

that are of a broken heart, and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit, when ,
taking with them the words which inspired wisdom has taught them to utter,
they lift up their desires at His footstool, not seeking great things for them
selves, or panting after the dust of the earth , or sighing for the vain delights

of the sons of men , but thirsting and longing for the blessedness of the man

whose transgression is forgiven, and who, being justified by faith , has peace
with God , through our Lord Jesus Christ. We have no encouragement to
hope that, by taking thought for temporal satisfactions, we shall find grace
in the sight of the Lord ; but if we aspire after the best gifts which are the
heritage of the faithful, seeking first the kingdom of God , and His righteous.
ness, we believe, and are sure, that His Divine power will give us all things

that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him that hath
called us to glory and virtue. Though our Father in the heavens knoweth
what things we have need of before we ask them , and though the purposes
of His everlasting kindness are often fulfilled more substantially by withhold .
ing than by granting the desires which we naturally cherish, it is only to
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them who worship Him in spirit and in truth , that He has promised to do
more solid ground to expect thatwe shall receive without asking, or that we
shall find without seeking, than the husbandman has to look for an abundant
harvest springing up in the fields which he has neither planted nor watered ,
or than the merchant has to calculate on receiving his own with usury, for
the talent which has been tied up in a napkin ,or buried in the earth
.
demonstrate
exceeding abundantly above all that they ask or think ; and we have no

It is not for us to unfold the laws of the spiritual world , or to

why and how it is that the communications of heavenly influence and favor

of our supplica
are in any degree suspended on the frequency and fervency
tions. But this we know , that, as in old time, the father of the faithful com
manded his children , and his household after him , to unite with him in the
exercises of a holy life , that the Lord might bring upon Abraham that which

he bad spoken of him , — even so , in all generations, may the willing and obe
dient hope, that, while seeking unto God , and committing their cause to Him
who doeth great things and unsearchable, they place their confidence, not in
their own importunity, or their own efforts ; but in the exalted merit and
prevalent intercession of the Mediator of the New Covenant, they cannot fail
to be made partakers of that abundant grace which ought to be the chief

object of all our prayers, and which is never denied to the humble . We
ask Him ; and if, for the sake of His beloved Son, He is pleased to bestow

know assuredly that our heavenly Father giveth his Holy Spirit to them who
this unspeakable gift in answer to the prayer of the believing soul, why should

we hesitate to admit that it is of the Lord 's mercies, that, by the eternal or
dination of Divine wisdom , prayer has been rendered one of the sure and

sufficient means of transmitting to the faithful every other good and perfect gift

which cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning ?
To the duties of social prayer and thanksgiving, accompanied with that

instruction in righteousness which the reading of the Scriptures is calculated
to impart, let the benefits thus conferred on your several domestic circles
operate as a strong incitement. It is not, indeed , within the compass of hu
man ability to infuse grace into the souls which are most tenderly beloved .

But great will probably be the influence of a pious example on those who
confide in your affection , and have cause to revere your worth . If your chil

dren and dependents perceive, that,while you are not slothful in the business
of time, you are also fervent in spirit serving the Lord, and that, while you
provide for your own the food and the raiment which are obtained by the
blessing of God on the hand of the diligent, you ask for them that bread
of heaven which strengtheneth the heart,may you not hope that they will

be stirred up both to pray and to labor for the meat which endureth to life
portion than the abundance of corn and wine ? May you not hope, that
while your own minds are elevated by contemplating the works of creation ,
providence, and redemption , and by reflecting on the dignified and endearing.
relation to which you have been raised in having ‘ received the Spirit of adop
tion , whereby you cry, Abba, Father,' they who look up to you for guidance

cverlasting, and that they will learn to regard the favor ofGod as a better

and protection will take pleasure in approaching to God , and, through the

experience of the peace of walking with the wise, will be taught to abhor
the enticements of sinners, and to hold fast that which is good ? And even
in the case of those who, through perversity of heart, and the snares of an
evil world , have forsaken the path of integrity and truth , may it not be hoped

that the wise counsels which they have for a season forgotten , and the devo
tional habits which they 'iave long failed to imitate, will, like the bread cast
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upon the waters, be found aftermany days ? Small must have been your
experience of the discipline of providence, if you have never known so much
as one who had wandered so far from the way of peace as to disappoint the
earnest expectations of his father, and to turn the joy of her who bare him
into bitterness, but who, after his own wickedness had corrected him ,and his
backslidings reproved him , has been awakened to new obedience, by recall
ing to his agonized mind , with reverential awe, the solemn image of the pa

rental guide, in whose quiet habitation the daily exercises of prayer and praise
hallowed every pursuit, lightened every care, soothed every sorrow , and
seasoned every enjoyment, so as to render the voice of rejoicing and salvation

in the tabernacles of the righteous, a lively type of the blessed conversation
of heaven , and a delicious foretaste of the fellowship of the saints in light.
If you know these things by your own experience, or by the incontroverti
ble testimony of them who have tasted that the Lord is gracious, happy are

ye if ye do them . Nor can you have peace and safety if, knowing what is
good , you leave it undone.
And while you present your supplications for yourselves and your families,
forget not the eternal concerns of the families which call not on the name of

God . If it be,as it ought to be, your heart's desire ,that they may bebrought
to the obedience of the gospel, brethren, pray for us, and for all the ministers
of the truth , that the word of the Lord may have free course and be glorified ,

even as it is with you . Such an intercession as this will assuredly prove
efficacious towards the enlargement of the household of faith , if all of you,
both small and great, not only in the congregations of the upright, who in
heaviness of heart sigh for the abounding of iniquity and the failing of truth ,

but in your families apart, and in your unseen retirements, prostrate your
selves at the footstool of your Father in heaven , who seeth in secret, and
pour out yourdesires before Him in that effectual, fervent importunity which ,
like the long and patient waiting of the husbandman for the precious fruit

of the earth , will according to the sure word of promise, issue in plenteous
showers of blessings, not confined to any favored spot, or any privileged com
munity ,but dropping down fertility far and wide over fields co -extensivewith
the inhabited world , filled as it shall be in that evening-time of light with
the knowledge of the glory of the Lord , as the waters cover the sea : and

thus the God of the whole earth , in remembrance of His holy covenant, and
in fulfilment of the good pleasure of His goodness, will arise and have mercy
not only on the mountain of holiness in which He had His dwelling in time

past, but on all in every place who call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord ;
so that, while He clothes His priests with salvation , and makes His people

shout for joy, the ways of Zion , which have mourned because few came to

the solemn feasts, shall be thronged with the multitudes who keep the holy

day with thanksgiving in their hearts, and the high praises of God in their
mouths, wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of those times of re
freshing from the presence of the Lord , when His work shall appear before
the face of His servants, and His glory to their children ; and they that fear
the Lord , being all replenished with the riches of grace,shall take that sweet
counsel together which revives the inward part, and knits the brotherhood
of Chriętians in the unity of the faith and the holy bond of perfectness. Then
shall the offering of His people be pleasant unto the Lord as in the days of
old , and as in former years.' " And the Lord will create upon every dwelling

place of Mount Zion , and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day,

and the shining of a flaming fire by night; for upon all the glory shall be a
defence
.'

FAMILY WORSHIP.

First Week.
SABBATH MORNING . — PSALMS I AND II.
PRAISE waiteth for thee, O God , in Zion, and unto thee shall the
vow be performed. We are altogether unworthy to appear before
thee, thou Holy One of Israel. In thy sight, O Lord, we are all as
an unclean thing, and our righteousnesses are as filthy rags. Enable
us to draw nigh at this time unto thee, in the all-prevailing name of
our only Mediator, Jesus Christ the righteous. For his sake, par.

don our iniquity, which is very great. Receive us graciously , love
us freely . Put thy Holy Spirit within us, that we may never walk
in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stand in the way of sinners, nor
sit in the seat of the scornful. It is of thy mercy that we have not
followed a multitude to do evil, and this day we would bless thy
name for the institution of the Christian Sabbath . May we be en .
abled to commemorate with humility and thankfulness, the finished

works of creation and redemption . Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which , according to his abundant mercy,
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead , to an inheritance incorruptible and un

defiled , and that fadeth not away. May we rejoice in the Lord
Jesus Christ who died for our sins, and rose again for our justifica
tion , and who ever liveth to make intercession for us. Be pleased,

O Lord , to send forth thy light and thy truth : let them lead us, let
them bring us unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles. May our

delight be in the law of the Lord : and in thy law may we be dis
posed to meditate all the day. Sanctify us through thy truth ; thy
word is truth . Make us fruitful in every good word and work .

Make us as trees planted by the rivers of water, the planting of the
Lord , that he may be glorified.

Bless to us, O Lord , for these and all other holy purposes, the
reading of thy word and the public duties of thy sanctuary . Go
with us to the house of prayer, and grant thy heavenly blessings to
pastors and people , that whatsoever shall be spoken or heard, may
be as it becometh the oracles of God. Suffer not the good seed to
be choked , or to be rendered unfruitful by the cares or the vanities

of this present evilworld .
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FIRST WEEK .

(Sabbath ErENING.

Thou hast set thy King upon thy holy hill of Zion. May all
nations be blessed in Him , and call Him blessed . May the kingdoms
of this world become the kingdoms of our God and of his Christ .
Give thy Son the heathen for an inheritance, and the uttermost parts
of the earth for a possession. May the waste places of Zion be re

built, and the glory of the Lord arise upon her as in the days of

old . Visit, with thy special consolations, the sons and daughters of
affliction. Let them receive, O Lord , this day a portion of the

children 's bread. Werender our united thanksgivings for the bless

ings and privileges of the by-gone week , for the rest of the past
night, and for the return of thy holy day. Unworthy of the least

of all thy mercies, we cast ourselves on the exceeding riches of thy
grace, in Jesus Christ our Lord ; in whose words we sum up these

our petitions, Our Father which art in heaven ,' & c.

SABBATH EVENING .– PSALMS III, IV AND V.
ALMIGHTY and most merciful Lord God, who hast been ile
dwelling place of thy people in all generations, we would cast cur.
selves, this evening, upon thy wakeful care and grace. Thou

causest the outgoings of themorning and evening to rejoice over us.
We have, this day, experienced thy gracious protection and loving
kindness.

Bless the Lord , O our souls, and forget not all his ben

efits. We beseech thee, O God, to follow with thy richest blessing

all the religious duties in which we and others have been engaged.
May thy holy word sink deeply into our hearts. Forbid, O Lord,
that it should prove to the condemnation of any of us that light is
come into the world, but that we love darkness rather than light, be
cause our deeds are evil. May we receive with meekness the en

grafted word which is able to save our souls. Grant that thy Holy
Spiritmay impart to us spiritual discernment of the truth as it is in

Jesus— enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Him — and work .

ing in us both to will and to do of thy good pleasure. We beseech
thee, good Lord, to forgive the sins and infirmities with which we
are all chargeable in the duties of this thy Holy Sabbath . In every .

thing we sin and come greatly short of thy glory. Be merciful,
Lord, to our unrighteousness : and remember not our transgressions
against us. Grant that the whole services of the sanctuary on earth
may be blessed for preparing us to join in the purer services of the
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Lord, increase
our faith , deepen our repentance, enlarge and sustain our charity
towards all men . May we die daily unto sin , and live unto right
eousness. May we stand in awe and sin not. May we commune with
our own heart upon our bed in the night watches, and be still.

Whatever be thy will concerning us, with respect to the good things
of this life, be pleased to put gladness into our hearts ; even the glad

ness of thy nation, that we may rejoice with thine inheritance.

MONDAY MORNING.]

FIRST WEEK .
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Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us, and give us
peace through the peace-speaking blood of the great atonement, and

both lay ourselves down in peace and sleep : for thou, Lord ,
we will
makest us dwell in safety.
only

O Lord our God, let thy way be known upon earth , thy saving
health among all nations. Let the people praise thee, O God, let all
the people praise thee . Restore thine ancient Israel with the fulness
of the Gentile nations. Grant that Pagan idolatry and the power of

the man of sin , may be destroyed by the Spirit of the Lord and the
word of his testimony. Revive thy work in the midst of the years :
in themidst of the years make known : in wrath remember mercy.
Bless and prosper thy true church : clothe thy priests with righteous

ness, and let thy saints shout for joy. Prosper vital religion in our
hearts and families. Bless our President, and all in lawfulauthority .

May they be ministers of God to us for good, both spiritual and tem .
poral.

Take us, and all near and near to us, under thy divine pro

tection . May we be defended by the Shepherd of Israel, who never

slumbers nor sleeps. Into thy hands we commend ourselves — that,
whether wewake or sleep, wemay be the Lord's. Never leave nor
forsake us. Be our God and guide, even unto death ; and may we

dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Now , unto Him that is able
to keep us from falling, and to present us faultless before the pres

ence of his glory with exceeding joy ; to the only wise God our

Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and
ever.

Amen .

X MONDAY MORNING.— GENESIS I.
Thou art worthy, O Lord , to receive glory, and honor, and
power ; for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they
are, and were created . Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord

God Almighty, just and true are all thy ways, thou King of saints.
We adore thee, the former of our bodies, and the Father of our spir

its ; in whom we live, and move, and have our being. Wehumble
ourselves in thy presence as sinful dust and ashes. Thou didst
create us at first in thine own image, holy, just, and good. Thou
hast continually preserved us, and given us all things richly to en

joy. Thou hast caused the outgoings of the morning and evening
to rejoice over us. It is of thy mercies thatwe are not consumed ,
and because thy compassions fail not. Be pleased , O Lord God, to
look upon us in the face of thine anointed. May we be found in

Him . May we be washed and sanctified , and justified in the name

of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. Renouncing all
confidence in the flesh ,may we glory only in the Lord our Saviour,
as made of God unto us wisdom , righteousness, sanctification, and

redemption. It is our prayer, that God who commanded the light
to shine out of darkness, may shine in our hearts, to give us the light

FIRST WEEK .
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(Monday EVENING.

of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
May the Holy Ghost form us anew in Christ Jesus, unto every good
work . May He subdue the remaining enmity of our carnalminds ;
strengthen us with all might in the inner man ; prepare our hearts
for every Christian duty, and make us more than conquerors over

sin and Satan , death and he!), through Him that loved us and gave
himself for us. Be pleased to sanctify to us, O Lord , for these pur
poses, the services of thy Sabbath , in which we were yesterday en

gaged . May we retain serious impressions of the things that belong
to our present and eternal peace. In our transactions during this

week, may we have grace to set the Lord always before us. May a
sense of thy presence solemnize our minds. Hold thou up our go

ings, that our footsteps may not slide. Guide us by thy counsel, and
afterwards bring us unto glory.
May thy way, O Lord, be made known upon earth , and thy sav
ing health among all nations. Bless abundantly our native land . Be

gracious to all ranks and conditions of men ; high and low , old and
young : thou art the Maker of them all. Comfort the sons and the
daughters of affliction . Visit them in their times of trouble, in the

multitude of thy tender mercies, and be thou a very present help.
Never leave us, nor forsake us. Be our God and our guide, even
unto death ; and after death our exceeding great reward. Now ,

unto the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, the one true God , be
glory everlasting. Amen.
-

MONDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW I.

ALMIGHTY and most merciful Lord God , we beseech thee to pour
out upon us, this evening, the spirit of grace and of supplication ;
that we may worship thee with reverence and godly fear.

From

everlasting
pra to everlasting thou art God, glorious in holiness, fearful

in iserts in thy he

in praises, wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working. Unite
our hearts in thy blessed service : and grant that our prayers may

accepord andthrough the all-prevailing
with acceptance,
come up before thee with
merits and intercession of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, the

righteous, in whom thou art ever well pleased .
Blessed be thy name that unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given , through whom we have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
Our souls would magnify the Lord : our spirits would rejoice in God

our Saviour. He that ismighty hath done for us great things, and
holy is His name.

Weadore thee, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,who
hast so loved the world that thou didst give thine only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish , but have
everlasting life. Grant, we humbly implore thee, that wemay have
redemption through his blood — the forgiveness of sins, according

to the riches of thy inercy. May none of us neglect so great salva
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tion , but may we receive it as a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus caine into the world to save sinners,

even the chief. Enlighten our minds, heavenly Father, in the

knowledge of our guilt and unworthiness. Convince us by thy Holy
Spirit of the exceeding sinfulness of sin . May we be deeply humbled

in thy sight, because of our numberless and aggravated transgres
sions. We pray, that in simplicity and godly sincerity , not with
fleshly wisdom , but by the grace of God, we may have our conver

sation in the world

Deliver us from the love and prevalence of all

iniquity ; and renew us in the spirit of our minds, by the effectual

working of thy mighty power. Cleanse thou us, O Lord our God,
from secret faults . Keep back thy servants also from presumptu
ous sins : let them not have dominion over us. Work in us both to
will and to do of thy good pleasure. May our faith in the Lord
Jesus who alone can save his people from their sins, be instrumental

in purifying our hearts and overcoming the world . Vouchsafe to us
thy grace and strength whereby we shall serve thee with all good
fidelity, and endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ. We

unite in thanksgivings to thee, the Father ofmercies, for thy protec
tion and loving-kindness towards us this day : and for all the good
ness and mercy which thou art ever making to pass before us. May
our experience of thy love constrain us to live, not to ourselves, but
to him who died for us. O thou Shepherd of Israel, who never

slumberest nor sleepest, we commit ourselves anew unto thee this
night. Watch over us for good. If it be thy blessed will to spare
us in the land of the living, may we awake to praise and honor thee .

theGod in whom we live, and move, and have our being. Be very
gracious to all our dear friends. Bestow upon them thy richest
blessing, even life that shall never end . Have mercy upon Zion.

May thy beloved church be edified and comforted in all her borders.

May her people be all righteous. Bless her provision, and satisfy
her poor with bread . Let thy kingdom come, and thy will be done

on earth , as it is in heaven . Sanctify afflictive visitations to all who
are under thy chastening hand . May the fruit be unto holiness,

and the end everlasting life . Hear these, our unworthy supplica

tions, and when thou hearest, forgive and accept for our great Re
deemer's sake.

Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING .– GENESIS II.
O LORD, thou art a spirit, and no man hath seen thee at any time:
thou goest by and we see thee not, thou passest on also and we per
ceive thee not ; yet art thou nigh to every one of us, for in thee we
live, and move, and have our being. The darkness hideth not from
thee, but the night shineth as the day : thou lookest unto the ends
of the earth , and seest under the whole heaven : neither is there any

creature that is not manifest in thy sight; but all things are naked
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and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. Thou
knowest our sitting down and our rising up ; thou understandest
our thoughts afar off, and art intimately acquainted with all our

ways.

Thou hast preserved us through the silent watches, and

· brought us unto the light of a new day. We would this day ac
knowledge thee our Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer ; we would
seek thy favor, and remember the account that we have to give.
From everlasting to everlasting thou art God , but all flesh is as

grass ; we all do fade as the leaf: and our iniquities like the wind
have carried us away.

Thou didst form man of the dust of the

ground : thou didst breathe into his nostrils the breath of life, and
he became a living soul. Thou madest him after thine own image,
and didst crown him with glory and honor. But how is the fine

gold become dim ? the crown is fallen from our heads : woe is unto
us, for we have sinned . Who can say, I have made my heart clean ,

I am pure from my sin ? Every way of a man is right in his own
eyes ; but the Lord pondereth the hearts. There is not a justman
man upon earth , that doeth good and sinneth not. We are guilty, O

Lord, and deserve that wrath which is revealed from heaven against
all unrighteousness and ungodliness of men . We bless thee that

thou hast laid our help upon one that is mighty to save. As in
Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive. Thanks be unto
God for his unspeakable gift. O Lord, let thy Holy Spirit take of
the things that are of Christ, and show them to us, that we may
know our need of a Saviour, and flee for refuge to the hope set be
fore us in the Gospel. Lord, we believe ; help thou our unbelief.
By a living faith , may we be interested in all the benefits of the
Saviour's death ; and show , in our renewed hearts and holier lives,
the power of his resurrection . Create in us, O God , a clean heart,

and renew a right spirit within us. Sanctify us through thy truth,

that dying daily unto sin , and living unto righteousness, we may
grow daily in conformity to thy will, and be prepared to meet our
God. May the like mind be in us which was in Christ.

Follow with thy blessing our reading of thy word and our medita
tions at this time. May we profit by every opening of thy book .
Teach us to hallow thy Sabbaths, to reverence thy sanctuary, to wait

upon thee in all thy ordinances, that wemay renew our strength ; and
do thou grant us in this and every season of grace refreshing from

thy presence. Lord, dwell in this house and family. Never leave us,
and never forsake us. In our several places, duties, and relations,
may we all have a single eye to thy service , and do all things to thy
glory . Shed abroad thy love in our hearts, that we may love the
Lord our God with all our heart, and soul, and mind, and strength ;

that as thou hast loved us, wemay love one another with pure hearts
fervently ; that wemay bear one another's burdens, and so fulfil the
law of Christ. Let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of

our hearts, find acceptance with thee, through Christ our strength,
and our Redeemer.

Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING.]

FIRST WEEK .

27

TUESDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW 11.
O LORD, we adore thee, as our Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer ;
the God in whom we live, and with whom we have to do. Weadore

thee as theGod and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom

we have access to thy throne, and in whom thou art reconciling the
world unto thyself, not imputing unto men their trespasses.
We would offer unto thee the sacrifice of praise, with thanksgiv .
ing, for all the goodness and mercy which thou art daily making to

pass before us. Thou hast heard our morning prayer; thou hast
preserved us throughout the day , thou art still supplying our wants ,

and giving us all things richly to enjoy. Above all, O God, we

thank thee for the gift of thy Son ; for the means of grace, and the
hope of glory . Bless to us at this time the reading of thy word .
May it be the sealed instruction of thy Spirit, and may the fruit be

unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. Look on the face of
thine anointed , and look in mercy upon us ; for thy name's sake, for

thymercy's sake blot out all our transgressions; receive us graciously,
heal all our backslidings, and love us freely . Enable us to lead a

life of faith in thy Son ; to hate every false way, to depart from evil
and do good ; to add to our faith , virtue, knowledge, temperance, pa
tience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity ; that these things
being in us, and abounding, we may neither be barren nor unfruit
ful, in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. And may we give
all diligence to make our calling and election sure, that we may never
fall ; that we may endure temptation , that we may be faithful until
death , that so an entrance may be ministered unto us abundantly,
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Take us all, O Lord , under thy protecting care during the silent
watches : suffer no evil thing to come nigh our dwelling ; make us
to lie down in peace, and to dwell safely under the cover of thy

wings. Bring us, if it be thy holy will, into the light of a new day,
and when we awake, may we be still with thee. We know not, 0
Lord, what trials may yet await us ; but do thou prepare us for all

that thou hast prepared for us. Weadore thee for the riches of thy

grace, and we will trust in the wisdom of thy providence. Thy
chastisements are not for thy pleasure , but for our profit ; thou dost

not willingly afflict nor grieve the children ofmen. Wewould look
to him who endured the cross for our sakes, and who, in that he suf:
fered, being tempted, is able to succor us when we are tempted . The
very hairs of our head are all numbered, and not a sparrow falleth to
the ground without thee. Wewill trust in thee, and not be afraid ;

for thou, the Lord Jehovah , art our strength and our song, thou also
art become our salvation . We commend to thee all who are dear
to us. Watch over them and bless them ; and may they all, together
with us, be kept by thy power through faith unto eternal life. And
all that we ask is in the nameof Christ, and for his sake. Amen .
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WEDNESDAY MORNING .– GENESIS III.
O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the cheru
bims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the
earth . Holy , holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who shall not fear

thee and glorify thy name ? for thou only art holy. Thou art of
purer eye than to behold evil ; thou art angry with the wicked every
day : thine eye is in every place beholding the evil and the good .

Who shall stand before thee, O holy Lord God ? Wehave all sin .

ned and done evil in thy sight : we have provoked thee to anger,we
have deserved thy wrath ; we are less than the least of thy mercies.
As by one man sin entered into the world , and death by sin , so

death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned ; who can bring
a clean thing out of an unclean ? not one. What is man that he

should be clean ? and he that is born of a woman that he should be
righteous ? Behold thou puttest no trust in thy saints; yea, the
heavens are not clean in thy sight. How much more abominable
and filthy is man , which drinketh iniquity like water. Every ima
gination of man 's heart is evil from his youth ; the heart is deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked ; who can know it ?

O Lord, we have destroyed ourselves, but in thee is our help .

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for He hath visited and re
deemed His people . We are encouraged to come unto thee, because

thou art good, and ready to forgive, and plenteous in mercy to all
them that call upon thee. We bless thee, O God, for thy gracious
promise that ' the seed of the woman should bruise the head of the

serpent.' Wethank thee, O God, for that early dawn of gospel light ;
and for all the grace and love which thou hast ever since manifested
towards thy church and people . Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his abundantmercy hath begotten us

again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead . Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows ;
yet we did esteem him stricken , smitten of God, and afflicted . But

he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our ini.
quities ; the chastisement of our peace was upon him ; and with his
stripes we are healed . May our hearts be united unto him by a liv .
ing faith, that wemay partake of all his benefits. May he be made
to each one of us wisdom , and righteousness, and sanctification , and
redemption .

Let thy blessing accompany all the means of grace with which we
are favored . Bless our retirement for prayer, and communion with
thyself ; our meeting around the family altar, our sabbaths, and the
services of thy sanctuary ; and may thy word not return unto thee

void , but be as the good seed sown in our hearts, that it may bring
forth in some thirty, in somesixty , and in some an hundred fold.
We invoke thy care and protection throughout this day. Keep us

from every evil work, from proud thoughts, and the snares of the
devil. Give us this day our daily brea i, contentment with our lot,
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and thankfulness for all thy mercies. Bless all men . Our heart's
desire and prayer to God for Israel, is that they may be saved . Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done in all the earth as it is in heaven.

These our prayers we offer up in the name of thy Son, our Saviour.
Christ's sake. Amen .
Hear, O Lord, and do for us above all that we can ask or think , for

WEDNESDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW III.

We bless thee, O God, who at sundry times and divers manners
didst speak , in time past, unto the fathers by the prophets, that thou
hast in these last days spoken unto us by thy Son .

Thou , O Lord , art

a God full of compassion and gracious, long-suffering, slow to anger ,
and plenteous in mercy. Thou art good to all, and thy tender mer.
cies are over all thy works. There is none holy as theLord , for there
is none beside thee ; neither is there any rock like our God .
Wehave all sinned and come short of thy glory. Wehave forsaken
thee, the fountain of living waters, and have hewn out to ourselves,
cisterns ; broken cisterns, that can hold no water. Alienated from
thee by wicked works, we have followed our own devices, and deserve

to be filled with the fruit of our doings. Receiving from day to day
the gifts of thy providence, and hearing the calls of thy gospel, we
have lived unmindful of thee, and have neglected the great salva

tion. Lord ,what shall we render unto thee, for the gift of thy Son ,
and all the goodness thou art making to pass before us ? Yea, rather
what shallwe answer unto thee, for the mercy we have despised , and

the grace we have received in vain ? All souls are thine ; as the
soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is thine : the soulthat
sinneth , it shall die. Out of the depths would we cry unto thee, O

Lord.

Lord , hear our voice ; let thine ear be attentive to the voice

of our supplications. Thou hast promised that a new heart thou
wilt give us; that thou wilt putthy Spiritwithin us ; and cause us to
walk in thy statutes, to keep thy judgments, and do them ; yet, for

this, thou wilt be inquired of by thehouse of Israel to do it for them .
We ask , O God , and trust in thy grace, that we shall bountifully
receive. Give us repentance to the acknowledging of the truth ; fill
our hearts with that godly sorrow which worketh repentance to sal.
vation , not to be repented of. We have been as sheep going astray ;

let us now , with grief for our sin , and godly sincerity, return unto
the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. May we be owned and accept
ed in the Beloved ; may we be brought nigh by the blood of Christ ;
may we taste and see that thou art gracious. Shed abroad thy love
in our hearts, that loving thee, we may love thy law , and delight to
do thy will ; that, waiting upon thee in ali thy ordinances, we may re
new our strength ; that we may lead lives of faith in thy Son ; that we
may bring forth fruits meet for repentance ; and glorify thee in our

body, and in our spirit, which are thine.
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Bless us as a family, and bless every individual apart ; bless our
basket and our store, and the fruit of our labor ; may our souls pros
per and be in health . Wewould acknowledge, with gratitude, thy
goodness in the day that is past ; and now that thou hast drawn over
us the shadow of night, we would remember the night of the grave
and the reckoning for eternity. Wedesire to lay us down in thy

fear,knowing that darkness hideth not from thee ; to stand in awe
and sin not ; to commune with our own hearts and be still ; to offer
sacrifices of righteousness, and put our trust in the Lord . Be with

us on the return of a new day . Guide us by counsel while we live,
and receive us to thy glory when we die . All that we ask is in the

name, and for the sake of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . -GENESIS IV .
O Thou who wilt be sanctified in all them that draw nigh unto

thee, enable us, on the return of the hour of prayer, to approach the
footstool of thy throne with true hearts, and with unfeigned faith .

Weknow that thou hearest not sinners, and how then may we hope
that thou shouldest hear us when we call upon thee ? We do not
forget, O God , that we are sinners in thy sight — that we are the de
generate children of a fallen father ; by nature, children of disobe

dience, and therefore children of wrath . Yet from the beginning

thou hast been known as the hearer of prayer. Thou hast had
respect to the persons and offerings ofmen , born under sin , even as
we: and we believe thatwe too may be saved even as they. O thou

God of grace and salvation , assist and direct us to come in the spirit
of thine accepted worshippers. We plead the sacrifice of the Lamb
of God , which taketh away the sin of the world ; over it we confess

and bewail our guilt ; and on the ground of its all-atoning merit, we
entreat thee to receive us graciously, to heal our backslidings, to love
us freely . Having an High Priest over the house ofGod, even Jesus,
the Son of God, we long to have all the distrust of guilt dispelled,
and all the distance to which it has driven us from thee overcome,
and our minds filled with the peace ofGod, and restored to a life of
communion with thee. Mercifully deliver us from the dominion of

sin , from the unbelieving and impenitent heart, from the proud and
envious, and uncharitable spirit, and from every forbidden and fatal
way. Enable us to cultivate obedience to thy good and holy law .

Clothe us with humility ; open our ear to thy rebukes. Make us
truly penitent for all our sin . Replenish uswith all the graces of
the Spirit, and let us be filled with all the fruits of righteousness ,

which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and the praise ofGod.
Thou God of all the families of the earth, and of those families

especially who call upon thy name, be thou the Gorl of this family.
O that we were all united in the same inind and in the same judg

ment, that family affection mar continue and increase ; that not one
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of all this domestic circle may live as an alien from God, and a
stranger to those Christian sympathies which at once hallow and en

dear the bonds of social life. May one and all of us have one faith ,

and be found in all our intercourse, adding to our faith, godliness,
and brotherly kindness, and charity .

O Lord , let the blessed power of Christian love gather strength
and prevalence throughout this fallen world . Let all enmity be
tween man and man be slain by the power of the cross. Let Jew
and Gentile be united in the bond of Christian brotherhood . Let

all divisions in thy church be healed, and let all, with one mind and
one mouth , unite in ascribing salvation unto Him who hath redeemed
us out of all nations by his own blood .
Weunite in presenting to thee our thanksgivings, for our preser
vation to another day. Let us all this day live as becometh brethren ,

in unity . Keep us from all evil, help us in all our duty, and pre

serve us all by thy power unto eternal life, through the Lord Jesus
Christ. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW IV .
0 Thou who art holy , who dost abhor all sin, and with whom
evil cannot dwell ! wherewithal shall we appear in thy presence ?
We are prone to evil. Like our first father, we have been more
ready to give ear to the false and unholy suggestions of satan than

to give heed to thy words of truth, and thy precepts of holiness.

Alas, we have given place to the devil, and, but for the riches of
thy mercy and forbearance, might, ere now , have had part in his
condemnation . With our whole hearts would we bless thee, O Lord,

that thou who sparedst not the angels which sinned , but didst cast
them down to hell, hast been mercifully pleased to spare us; that
thou hast sent thy beloved Son into the world to destroy the works
of the devil ; to redeem us from guilt, and sin , and death , and hell ;
as the fruit of his victory, to restore our right to the tree of life, and
by the power of his grace to prepare us anew for the paradise of

God. O thou who art the God of all grace, suffer not that our hearts

should be insensible to that unsearchable love which prompted the
errand of thy Son into the word, and sustained him all through his
life of deep humiliation and manifold temptations. Let not one
among us continue in league with satan , and at enmity against God
and his Christ. Recover us out of the snare of the devil. Enable

us to wield the sword of the Spirit, after the example, and in the
strength of the Lord Jesus. Amid straits and difficulties, help us to
possess our souls in patience, and to hold fast our confidence in thy
faithfulness and love. In circumstances of outward prosperity , and
in the experience of spiritual privileges, let us not be high-minded
but fear ; and whatever prospect of advantage be set before us, let us
he strong to resist or refuse it, wher its acceptance would require ud :
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the grace of Christ's kingdom . Bring us out of darkness into thy

marvellous light. Make us willingly obedient,and cordially devoted
to thy service . Cause us to experience, and help us to exemplify,
the precious fruits of thy Spirit, in our release from the dominion

of all sin , and in our gradual advancement in the health , and vigor,
and maturity of the spiritual life.
We pray for the downfall of satan 's kingdom ; give unto thy Son
the heathen for his inheritance, and all the kingdoms of the world
for his possession . Unto Him let every knee bow , of things in
heaven , and things on earth, and things under the earth ; and every

tongue confess that he is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Be thou the light and defence of all dear to us. Be especially
gracious to this family . Let all under this roof abide under thy

shadow . We offer our grateful thanks for thy care over us through
out the day. We ask thee to blot out the sins of the day — all our
sins, in the blood of the Lamb ofGod . Wecommit ourselves to thy
faithful keeping throughout the night, and would desire to be pre
served by thy power, through faith unto everlasting life. And unto

the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be ascribed the kingdom , and the

power,and the glory, forever. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING .– GENESIS VI.
O THOU who art infinitely blessed in thyself, and art absolutely
independent of any or all thy creatures ; wewonder and adore, when

we contemplate the riches of thy forbearance and long-suffering tow
ards a world that lieth in wickedness . Alas ! what a world of ini
quity does thine all-seeing eye continually behold, to offend thy purity
and provoke thy judgments. How much have we, thy professing
people, lived as the children of disobedience ; we have followed the
multitude to do evil, we have conferred with flesh and blood, and

instead of living to glorify thee , theGod in whom our breath is, we
have loved to fulfil the desires of our sinful hearts. Adored be thy
patience which has borne with us amid these manifold provocations
- adored be thy grace and mercy which has provided for us a great
redemption , and doth invite us still to the free and welcome partici
pation of its blessings. O God , let not any of us abuse thy patience

and despise thy grace. Let the interposition of the Son of thy love
to save us, rouse our secure and our careless minds, and melt and
subdue our hard and rebellious hearts. Let thy love constrain us to

live not unto ourselves but unto Him who loved us, and gave him
self for us ; instead of walking after the course of this world ,may we
be as the sons of God, without rebuke, walking with God, holding

fast our integrity, following submissively and obediently the leadings
of thy Holy Spirit, and willing to stand out from the ways, and to
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bear the scorn and enmity , of the ungodly world , provided only we
may have this testimony, that we please God.

O thou whose name is called upon by us, the Covenant God unto
whom we have been baptized , let it please thee to unite us all as in .
deed the children of thy covenant, and the heirs of its sure mercies.
Let the ties of nature be hallowed and endeared by the bonds of
grace. Let the heads of this house be united in the Lord . Let the

children of the family rise up before thee a holy seed, who shall be
to the Lord for a generation ; and let all our family intercourse, in

all our several relations, promote the growth of our Christian charac
ter,and prepare us for holier and more blissful communion together,
as members of thy blessed family in heaven .

O God, let the wickedness of the wicked be brought to an end ;
not again, if it please thee, by the destruction , but by the conversion

and salvation of the world, by the power of thy Spirit, and by means
of thy gospel. Let the righteous flourish and abound ; let the na
tions be made subject to the reign of Messiah . Webless thee, Lord ,
that thou art prolonging our day ; while the day of life lasts, let us
spend it for thee. O God, we would walk with thee, we would cleave

to the way of thy precepts ; we desire to be guided by thee in the
way of life. Hear us, O God , in these our prayers, for the sake of
Him who is the Mediator of thy better covenant. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING. - MATTHEW v. 1 - 26 .
THOU God of peace, who hast turned away from us all thine anger,
and dost invite us, through the blood of the cross, to approach thy
throne of grace and blessing ; forbid that, when we thine offending
creatures come before thee to implore thy forgiveness, we should ex.
clude our prayerby refusing forgiveness to any whomay have offend

ed us. Enable us to lift up holy hands unto thee, without wrath and
doubting, and to pour our hearts in the confidence of love. Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath sent Him
to bless us, to procure all blessings for us, by the blood of his cross, to
proclaim them in the word of his gospel; and to dispense them from
the throne of his kingdom . O Lord , let us be blessed in Him ; grant
that thy Holy Spiritmay produce and perfect in usall the lovely char
acter of thy blessed people . Make us lowly and contrite in heart, as
becometh sinful creatures; let the desires of our souls be after right
eousness ; imbue our tempers with the meekness and gentleness of
Christ; let us be merciful as our Father in heaven is merciful; make

us pure in heart, peaceable in demeanor, upright and faithful in our
uniform conduct; resolved in thy strength to suffer rather than to sin ,
and able to rejoice if counted worthy to suffer shame for the name
of Jesus. O that wewere effectually taught of Jesus that they are
the truly blessed who are thus renewed by the Spirit into the mind

varist, that, to acquire, and to increase in this blessedness, we were
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quickened to the daily cultivarica of all the spiritual graces ; and
that wemight so largely possess, and so vigorously exercise, and so
visibly exemplify them , that those who see us might acknowledge
that we are the seed whom the Lord hath blessed !

O God, cause the light of Christian truth and holiness to spread
speedily throughout this dark world ; cause the power and energy of
thy Spirit's grace to work mightily in recovering it from that moral

corruption which has so deeply infected it. Let thy blessing rest on

our country ; revive, and purify, and prosper thy church at homeand
abroad ; comfort themourner ,sustain the persecuted, give repentance
to sinners, and salvation to the dying, Be the God of this family ; let
ours be theblessedness of thepeople whose God is the Lord. We re
sign ourselves to thy charge, imploring thy pardon of all our sin , and
thy protection from all evil ; while we live let us be blessed in the
zraces of thy Spirit ; when we die make us blessed with the glories

of thy kingdom , and to thy name be all the glory, in Christ Jesus.
Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . – GENESIS VII.

ALMIGHTY and most graciousGod, the creator and preserver of the
universe, in whom we live and move and have our being : enable us,

we humbly pray thee, to worship acceptably at the footstool of thy
throne ofmercy with reverence and with godly fear. Thou dwellest on
high , yet hast thou regard to the lowly , and with thatman wilt thou
dwell, who is of a humble and contrite spirit, and who trembleth at

thy word. Weadore the infinite holiness of thy nature ,and the per
fect rectitude of thy government, and confess that our iniquities
have justly subjected us to a state of condemnation , misery and
death . It is of thy mercies, O Lord , that we have not been utterly

consumed, because thy compassions fail not. We bless thee that
thou hast provided for us, in the infinitude of thy love, an all- suflicient

Saviour,who becomes, to all who receive Him , a refuge from the
storm , and a hiding-place from the tempest — a river of water in a dry
place, and the shadow of a great rock in a weary land . May we be

enabled , by the power of the Holy Spirit,to believe in Jesus to the
saving of our souls ; and to realize all the benefits which belong to
those who have an interest in his perfect righteousness and all-pre
vailing intercession.

O God, give us grace to escape from the corruptions that are in the
world , and to maintain a walk and conversation becoming the gospel.
Incline our hearts to thy testimonies, that we may not be ensnarea
and defiled by the examples and counsels of those who err from thy
statutes, and who are treasuring up for themselves wrath against the
day of wrath , and perdition of ungodly men . Deliver us from the
wickedness of our own hearts, and may sin no more reign over us ;

but having our souls enlightened and sanctified by thy truth dwell

SATURDAY EVENING.]
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Through Jesus Christ , to thy praise and glory .
We bless thee for thy holy word , which is able to make us wise

unto salvation . O grant that being warned to flee from the wrath to
come, we may be induced to imitate the faith of thy servant of

old , by entering within the ark of the new covenant, and living in
preparation for an approaching eternity. May we be followers of

them who having walked in faith and patience, are now inheriting
the promises. May neither the enticing pleasures,nor the dismaying
trials of a passing world , so engross ourminds as to turn us aside from

that narrow path which conducts to the mansions of everlasting bliss.

Strengthen us, o God , that we may endure, as seeing thee who art in
visible. And at last, having fought the good fight, and finished our
course, and kept the faith , may we receive from thy hand the crown

ofrighteousness, which is laid up for all them who love thine appear.
ing. And now , to the King eternal, immortal, and invisible , the only

wise God, be honor and glory forever, through Jesus Christ. Amen .

· SATURDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW v. 27 -48 .

ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed Godre, we implore thy grace to enable

tool of thy thince than ksoti and in truth on

us to worship thee, who art a Spirit, in spirit and in truth ; and to
present the homage of our sincere thanksgiving, adoration , and

praise,at the footstool of thy throne ofmercy. All thy works praise
thee, and all thy saints bless thee. The heavens declare thy glory,
the firmament showeth forth thy handiworks; day unto day uttereth
speech, night succeeding night, teacheth knowledge of thee.
To thy preserving care, and unwearied beneficence, are we in
debted for being carried in safety through the duties and pursuits of

this day ; and for being delivered from danger , sickness, and death .

Thy goodness is new to us every morning, and thy loving-kindness
every evening ; great is thy faithfulness. Forgive, we humbly en .
treat thee, O God , everything wherein we have offended thee, or

violated thy most holy and righteous law, whether in thought, word,

or deed, during the course of this day, or of the week, which is now
drawing to a close. Teach us to understand the extent, the spirit.
uality, and the purity of that obedience which the Scriptures require ;

and may we be enabled to cultivate that true holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord. May we delight in thy law , cor

dially esteeming it as in all respects holy , and just, and good, and as
supplying, to every one who reverences and obeys it, a great reward .
May we be delivered from the delusion and danger of conceiving

thatwecan ever merit salvation, by our defective and polluted right
eousness : and enable us to implore the forgiveness of those sins
which mingle even with our best actions, and pervade the whole
tenor of our frail and guilty lives.

Whilst we receive the law frone

OS of Jesus may we also embrace the salvation which he pur
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chased with his blood : and in endeavoring to make him our exam .

ple in all his imitable perfections, may we place all our hope for ac
ceptance upon his finished work .
We bless thee for all our mercies and privileges, temporal and
spiritual; and desire to feel thy goodness as the rich and exuberant

fountain whence they are supplied. May we obtain refreshing sleep
during the silent hours of this night, and may we rise up on the re
turn of the Christian Sabbath , with hearts prepared for engaging in

the sacred and interesting duties for which it has been ordained .
Bless and protect our friends and relatives. Comfort the poor, the
sick , the distressed, and the dying. Extend the bounds of the Re
deemer's kingdom , at home and abroad : and may the whole earth

become filled with the knowledge of thy glory. Hear these, our
humble prayers, for Christ's sake. Amen.

Srt0ud Week .
SABBATH MORNING .— PSALMS VI. VII.
Most gracious God , we bless thee for all the goodness, which thou

art causing to pass before us from day to day. On thee do we con
tinually depend for life and health, and every blessing which glad .
dens our lot. We thank thee for thy preserving care during the
past night ; and that whilst many of our fellow -creatures have slept

the sleep of death since we lay down to rest,we have been raised up
to the renewed enjoyment of the mercies and privileges connected

with the land of the living, and the place of hope. We especially
bless thee that we have been spared to see the return of another
Sabbath : that day which thou hast ordained, in a particular man

ner, for thine own worship and glory. O grant that we may be en
abled to employ its sacred hours, in subserviency to the great and
holy ends for which it has been instituted ; and that our Sabbaths
on earth may ripen and prepare our souls for the services and enjoy .
ments of that eternal rest, which , hereafter, remaineth for the people

of God. Do thou, who at first commandedst the light to shine out
of darkness, shine this day into our hearts, to give us the light of

the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Keep
us from all vain thoughts, sinful cares , and worldly imaginations :

deliver us from impenitence, formalty, hypocrisy, and every secret
sin ; and may we be enabled so to engage in all the religious services

of this day, public and private, that the fruit may be unto holiness,
and the end life everlasting.

We bless thee for thine unspeakable gift,c'esus Christ, and for all
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the treasures of grace and salvation , which are presented to us in the
gospel.

Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that God loved

us, and gave his Son to be a propitiation for our sins. When there
was no eye to pity, and no arm to save us, thine own eye pitied us,
and thy right hand wrought out our salvation . O God , make us

truly grateful for thine infinite mercy and goodness ; and enable us
to comprehend with all saints, what is the length , and the breadth ,

and the height, and the depth, and to know the love of Christ which
passeth knowledge, that we may be filled with all the fulness of
God .

And now , that life and immortality have been clearly brought to
light by the gospel, may we this day, rise on the wings of faith and
contemplation , from earth to heaven , from time to eternity ; that we

may know what is the hope of thy calling, and what the riches of
the glory of thine inheritance in the saints ; and what is the exceed

the glometness of thy Hty power lead

ing greatness of thy power to usward who believe ; according to the
working of the mighty power which was wrought in Christ, when
thou didst raise him from the dead, and set him at thine own right

hand in heavenly places.

Confirm and increase our faith, quicken our hope, animate our
love, and invigorate and promote every Christian grace and virtue
in our souls. O send forth thy light and thy truth into our hearts,
that they may lead us, and bring us into thy holy hill, and thy tab .
ernacles. Prepare our hearts for waiting upon thee, in the ordinan.

ces of thy house . Bless the ministers of the everlasting gospel, and
may they be workmen that need not be ashamed , rightly dividing

the word ofGod , and giving to every one his portion ofmeat in due

season . May we hear thy truth this day preached to us with faith ,
self-application, and much spiritual benefit: and wherever two or
three shall meet together in thy name, be thou in the midst of them ,
to bless them and do them good. O hasten the time when the light

of salvation shall visit every land, and when the guad tidings of the
gospel shall be declared unto all people. Bring in thine ancient
people, the Jews, with the fulness of the Gentiles : that, as there is

only one Shepherd , there may also be but one people. And now ,
let the words of our mouth , and the meditations of our heart, be
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord , our strength, and our Redeemer .
Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALMS VIII. IX.

ALMIGHTY and most gracious God , we adore thee,who art glorious
in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders, and whose ways are
past finding out. Thou hast laid the foundations of the earth , and
the heavens are the work of thy hands. They shall perish, but
thou remainest ; and they all shall wax old as a garment : and as a
vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed ; but thou
art the same, and thy years shall not fail. We bless thee for the in
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finite and unmerited goodness which thou art continually exercis
ing towards us. What are we, O Lord, or what our fathers' house ,
that thou shouldest deal so bountifully with us. Our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags, and we all do fade as the leaf ; and our iniquities
as the wind do carry us away. But yet, O Lord, we rejoice that

there is mercy with thee, that thou mayest be feared , and plenteous
redemption , that thou mayest be sought after. We thank thee for
the invitations and promises of the gospel ; and we pray that Christ

may be made unto us, wisdom and righteousness, and sanctification,

and complete redemption .
O grant that the opportunity enjoyed by us this day, of hearing
thy word preached, may contribute to our spiritual improvement
and growth in grace ; and may constrain us to abound with greater
zeal and sincerity , during our future lives, in thy holy service . We
desire that wemay be not hearers only , but doers also , of thy will :
and that, adding to our faith , virtue, knowledge, temperance, pa
tience, godliness, brotherly -kindness, and charity, we may be neither
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour,

Jesus Christ. May an abundant blessing follow the preaching of
the everlasting gospel, to all by whom it has been heard ; and may
there be joy among the angels of heaven , over many sinners, who
have been brought to repentance. O grant that the time may soon
arrive, when all ignorance , idolatry, and wickedness, may come to
an end ; and when the earth shall become filled with the knowledge
of thy glory, as the waters cover the channel of the great deep .

We bless thee for all the mercies temporal and spiritual, we have
this day enjoyed. Pardon all our sins, and especially the sins of our
holy things. Watch over us this night : keep us from evil ; and now

to thee, the Father, Son , and Holy Spirit, one God , we ascribe all
praise and glory, and blessing and honor, and thanksgiving, world
without end . Amen .

MONDAY MORNING. – GENESIS VIII.
ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed God ; thou art over all. Thy mercy
is in the heavens, and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds ; thy

righteousness is like the great mountains ; thy judgments are a great
deep ; thou preservest man and beast. How excellent is thy loving
kindness ; therefore, the children of men put their trust under the

shadow of thy wings. Wemust acknowledge with shame and confu

sion of face that the imagination of man's heart is evil from his
youth ; and that by our many and aggravated offences, we have just
ly provoked thy high displeasure. Yea,we have added to our guilt
in not being warned , as we ought to have been , by the tokens of

wrath with which thou hast visited the generation before the flood .
We deserve, O Lord, to be overtaken like them with the judg.
ments of heaven ; our advantages have been greator, our sin has
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been more heinous. We admire, most gracious Father, thy long .
suffering and faithfulness. How tenderly didst thou remember Noah

and his family , and the very beasts of the field . Remember us also,

even with the love which thou bearest to thy children, and forgive
all our sins, and visit our souls with thy benign salvation . We re
joice in the proofs which thou hast given of thy faithfulness, not
only in the deliverance from the ark , but in the regular succession of

seed-time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and
night, through so many hundred years. May we remember with
comfort, that if thou art so faithful in nature, thou wilt be not less

faithful in grace ; and that all the promises which thou hast given in
connection with thy Son and Spirit, thou wilt most assuredly fulfil

to the believing soul. May we therefore, with greater confidence,
be induced to acknowledge thee in all our ways, and in dark and try .
ing seasons trust thy paternal protection and love. May the sacrifice
of the Lord Jesus be our only hope, and his gospel the olive branch
of peace to our souls ; and may we be enabled to look forward with
growing joy, to the timewhen there shall be new heavens and a new
earth ; when there shall be no more curse, when all shall be righteous.
God of ordinances, accompany with a divine blessing, the religious

exercises of yesterday. Thou hast all hearts in thy hand, and turn
est them as easily as thou turnest the rivers of water. May we ever
look up to Thee for the Holy Spirit, andmay He, in answer to pray.
er, be richly vouchsafed, and instruct, and impress, convert, comfort,

and sanctify us and our fellow -worshippers, according to our and
their respective circumstances and wants. Wepray for the church
with which we are more immediately connected . Abundantly pros

per her undertakings for thy glory and the good of souls, both at
home and abroad , and hasten the timewhen all thy elect children
shall be gathered from the four winds into the ark of salvation , and

the reign of heaven begin . May these the words of our mouths, and
the meditations of our hearts, find acceptance with thee, the Hearer
and Answerer of prayer, seeing all that we ask is in the name, and
for the sake, of our blessed Emmanuel. Amen.

MONDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW VI.

FATHER of mercies, we thy unworthy servants, desire this even
ing to come into thy presence, and to lift up our united praises
and supplications at thy footstool. Be pleased graciously to as
sist us, and to accept of our persons and sacrifices, in the name
of our great High Priest.

We thank thee for all the revela

tions which thou hast condescended to make of thyself in na.

ture, and providence , and thy word.

Especially do we rejoice

that instead of revealing thyself in terrors, thou hast discovered thy
self under the endearing appellation of our Father in heaven .

It is

thou, O God, who arrayest the lilies of the field , in such beauty as

SECOND WEEK .

40

[ TUESDAY MORNING .

to surpass Solomon in all his glory ; and it is the same tender hand
which feeds the fowls of the air, which neither sow , nor reap, nor
gather into barns. Wilt thou not then care for us ? We bless thy

name, that thou encouragest us to draw near to thee in prayer ; sup
plying us with a form of words, and mercifully promising to confer
upon us all the blessings of which we stand in need . Give us, we

beseech thee, to seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.

May we not lay up for ourselves treasures on earth which are liable
to danger and decay, but treasures in heaven , which neithermoth

nor rust corrupt, and which thieves cannot break through to steal.
May we all possess Christ, the pearl of great price, and may He so

dwell in us, that we shall be delivered from anxious and unbelieving
care about things seen and temporal. In duties more directly reli
gious, may we beware of ostentation and vain glory. Whether we
give alms, or fast, or pray, grant, most merciful Father, thatwemay
do all unto thee - under the guidance of such motives as thou wilt
approve.

God of grace, we pray that thy kingdom may come universally.
Visit the dark places of the earth, the habitations of cruelty, with the
benevolent light of the gospel. Be especially merciful to themulti

tudes of spiritually destitute at home, for the church to which we be
long, is making it her care to provide the means of salvation . Every
where bless the ministers of the everlasting gospel,multiply their
number, and increase their zeal and faithfulness. Abundantly bless

the pastor with whose ministry we are connected . Give him largely
of the grace ofthy Holy Spirit, that feeling the sweetness of religion
in his own soul, he may be more enabled to contribute to our spiritual
good , and to that of our fellow -worshippers. Wedesire to conclude

our evening petitions in the words which our blessed Lord has taught
us to use, 'Our Father,' & c.

TUESDAY MORNING . – GENESIS II. 1 -9. AND XII.

Most blessed God ! What God is there in heaven or in earth
that can do according to thy works ? And well may the in
habitants of the world stand in awe of thee, for thou didst speak
and it was done— thou commandedst and it stood fast - thou bring.

est the counsel of the heathen to naught, thou makest the devices
of the people of none effect; but thy counsels, O Lord , stand
forever ; the thoughts of thy heart are to all generations. How

great is the pride and rebellion of man ! How often, alas ! do
we lift up ourselves against the Lord, and attempt to follow our
own way, disregarding thy law and providence, and seeking even
to frustrate the purposes of thy grace. Yet how easy is it for
thee, O God , to confound and scatter all the schemes of thy rebel
lious children . Well is it for us that thou dost not abandon us to our

waywardness . May we feeltruly gra:eful for thy kind interpositions.
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Weadore the sovereign, we rejoice in the condescending, mercy by
which thou didst choose Abraham and his family to be the guardians

and dispensers of thy blessed truth to men . May we approve our
selves sons and daughters, by crediting thy word with the simplicity
of children , and going forth to duty, and temptation, strong in the

Lord, and in the power of thy might. Forbid we should ever listen

to the suggestions of human expediency in opposition to the require
ments of thy holy law ; may we remember that whilst thou art the
God of mercy, thou art also the God of holiness , and wilt not fail to
punish sin even in thine own people . May we ever make it our study
to walk before the Lord perfectly ; and may the Holy Spirit help
our infirmities, and in the hour of trial lead us upwards to our com
passionate Intercessor.
God of all the families of the earth ! be very gracious to the whole
body of our brethren of mankind in their varied circumstances and

relations. Be especially merciful to thine ancient people, the de
scendants of Abraham . May the goodness and severity of God lead

them to repentance. May they be humbled in the dust for all their
offences, particularly for their protracted rejection of thy Son , the
true Messiah ; and may they behold in Jesus of Nazareth that
blessed seed of Abraham , in whom alone they, and all the families
of the earth , can be blessed . May the means which are employed

for the conversion of the Jews be greatly extended , and signally

honored by the great and good Shepherd of the flock ; and may the
time speedily arrive when the confusion of Babel shall be healed ,
when human language, the repository of words of wickedness, pro

fanity, and war, shall give place to one holy, united, and harmonious
tongue, even the language of the New Jerusalem . These, our morn
ning requests , we presen tbefore thee, entreating a favorable answer,
in the name of Him who is our only Hope and Confidence.

Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . – MATTHEW VII.
It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing

praises unto thy name, O Most High ! to show forth thy loving-kind .
ness in the morning, and thy faithfulness every night. Blessed be
thy goodness for the encouragement which thou hast given us, to
draw near to thee in prayer ; that thou hast not only said , “ Ask

and ye shall receive - seek and ye shall find - knock and it shall be
nast aassured
opened
to
us, that as certainly as an earthly
hoyouggood
hihast
o;'odbuttthings
heeler wgives
s
tparent
to his children , so certainly wilt thou , our
Father who art in heaven , give the Holy Spirit to them who ask
thee. We rejoice in the promise of the Spirit, and would honor

Him , even as we honor the Father and the Son. Wewould remem
ber his personality and divinity, and the high and glorious offices
which he executes, in applying to the souls of men the redemption
which Christ hatb wrought out. Under his teaching and guidance ,
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may those of us who have not entered the strait gate, now enter it
in repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ ;
and under the same blessed guardianship may those who have en
tered, be persuaded to press forward with increasing diligence and
perseverance on the narrow way which leadeth unto life. Most
mercifulGod ! forbid that any of us should content ourselves with
a mere religious profession ; saying, Lord, Lord, while we do not
the will of our Father who is in heaven . May we remember that
every tree is known by its fruits : and examine ourselves, whether
our fruit, our spirit, and temper, and life , be the product of the good
or the corrupt tree. May we make it our care to build upon Christ,

the Rock of ages, that when the rains descend, and the floods come,

and the winds blow and beat upon the house of our hope, it may
not fall, being founded on a rock . And in the mean time, may we
prove the reality of our Christian discipleship , by not only loving
the Lord supremely, but by loving our neighbor even as we love
ourselves. May we shun rash and censorious judgments, and beware.
when marking the mote in our brother's eye, lest a beam be found

in our own. May we, in all our intercourse with others, even the
unworthy and injurious, be animated by that divine principle of
Charity, which suffereth long and is kind, which beareth all things,
believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.
God of love ! we lift up our earnest and united intercessions in be
half of all men ; in behalf of our beloved country, our President, and
all placed in authority over us. Pour down upon them , and upon
all ranks, the spirit of true humiliation for numberless national
offences ; and turn away from our land merited judgment. Bless the
church universal ! Bring to a speedy and effectual end the reign
of Antichrist, in all its forms of infidelity, superstition , and error ;
greatly revive the churches of the Reformation , even with a double

portion of the spirit of apostolic times, and hasten the glory of the
latter days, when Jew and Gentiles shall rejoice universally in the
rule of Messiah .

Be very gracious, Father of mercies, to our friends and relatives,
our benefactors, our enemies. Look in compassion upon the chil
dren of affliction, and adapt the communications of thy grace to their

necessity ; and while ourselves about to lie down and take sweet rest

and sleep, may we not forget the hour when we shall be stretched
on beds of sickness, and death ; and gladly improve our present priv.
ileges and opportunities. Hearer of prayer ! we present our suppli
cations at thy footstool, entreating an answer, not according to the

poverty of our requests, but according to the riches of thy free and
sovereign mercy : in the name and for the sake of thy dear Son , the

Lamb, who was slain , to whom , with thee, O Father, and the Holy
Spirit, the triune Jehovah , be ascribed honor and glory, blessing

and praise, now and forever. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING.)
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WEDNESDAY MORNING . - GENESIS XIII.

FATHER ofmercies, and God of all grace and consolation, we come
before thee this morning, in the multitude of thy tender mercies, and
as a family we would surround our domestic altar, and present to

thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving and praise . Many, O Lord , are the
blessings we are receiving at thy hand. They are new to us every
morning, and every evening, yea, every moment of our lives. That
we have been protected during the watches of the last night ; that

we have had refreshing sleep ; that we have been permitted to
assemble together in circumstances of comfort, is because thy mercy
never faileth .

Justly, O Lord , mightest thou have made our sleep

our death , and our awaking this morning to be in outer darkness ;
for we have forgotten the Lord thatmade us, we have overlooked
the hand that feeds us, the arm that sustains us ; but the mercy of

the Lord endureth forever ; his grace never faileth , and thus it is
that we are in the land of the living, that we are on praying ground.
' Bless the Lord, O our souls, and forget not all his benefits. Let

we have shared so richly , awaken in our souls the feelings of deep
contrition , while they kindle the flame of holy gratitude and love.

When thou, Lord, art loading us with thy benefits, and art heaping
coals of fire on our heads, let these hard hearts of ours be melted,

and let our unfeigned language be, What can we render to the Lord
for all his goodness to us ?
Butwe have notmerely to thank thee, O gracious Father, for uil
numbered temporal mercies, but for the continuance of spiritual

blessings and privileges ; we have to thank thee for the word of sal.
vation , and for the renewed privilege of pouring out our hearts be
fore thee. We thank thee for all that the gospel reveals and makes

known to us : for its doctrines, its promises, its consolations, its hopes.
We thank thee for bringing before us the lives of thine own chil.

dren , that by their fidelity and constancy, and contempt of the world ,

we may be encouraged and stimulated : that by their failings and
departures from God, we may be warned and deterred . Give us,
Lord, webeseech thee, the spirit of the Father of the faithful, who

lived as a pilgrim and stranger on the earth, and whose eye was
habitually directed to a better country. Guard us against the allure.
ments and temptations of this world, and help us, Lord, to place our
affections on the things that are unseen and eternal. Lord , do thou
enable us to follow peace, and to seek peace by all means; and may
we ever cherish the Spirit and follow the steps of Him who was
meek and benignant, and lowly in heart.
We acknowledge, O Lord, our natural proneness to cleave to the
dust, and to seek a resting-place here ; we acknowledge that our
hearts in their natural state are very enmity to thee, that we are

hateful and hating one another ; O may thy Spirit be given to change
these hard hearts, these carnal inclinations, these worldly desires of
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ours ; that changed and renewed, and moulded, into thine own blessed
image, we may live as the redeemed of the Lord, as the expectants
of future glory.
Help us, Lord, in our intercourse with the world this day, in our
varied duties and engagements, to set the Lord before us, to live as
seeing God who is invisible, to keep at a distance from everything

m Woinrldthe world,
nd mingle with the
elliare
that is sinful, and while Twe
Wild, aand

world , may we never be of the world . We offer up these our sup .
plications in the name of Him whom thou hearest always, who is
our strength and our Redeemer. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING. - MATTHEW VIII.
BEFORE thee, O Lord, the Father of all, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, would we again prostrate ourselves, in holy reverence.
Weacknowledge our great unworthiness to appear in thy presence,
but thou dost encourage us to come boldly to thy throne of grace,
and for the sake of Him whom thou hearest always, to hope for
mercy to pardon , and grace to help us. Give us then to draw near
with true hearts, and with the confidence of children to their Father,
to pour out our hearts before thee.
And now , Lord, we entreat of thee to give us just views of our
own sinfulness. We are in thy sight, wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked ; covered with the leprosy of sin , the
whole head sick , and the whole heart faint. But how little do we
feel this our natural condition . How prone are we to lose sight of
our guilt and depravity, to draw a covering over the diseases of our
corrupt nature, the plagues of our deceitful and desperately wicked
hearts, and thus to say, Peace, peace to our souls, all is well. Do

thou , then , O merciful Father, by thy Holy Spirit, shine into our
hearts, to give us just views of sin , and just views of ourselves as
sinners. Discover to us our deep depravity, our personal guilt, our
manifold transgressions, thatwemay thus be led to unfeigned humil

ity , to genuine contrition, to fervent supplication . At this moment
we would use the language, with, we trust, somewhat of the feelings
of the abased publican, - God be merciful to us sinners ; or the trem

bling disciples, - Lord save us, we perish. O what ground is there
for eternal thankfulness and praise, that with the Lord there is
mercy, that with our God there is plenteous redemption ; that there
is a way of escape from sin 's guilt and sin 's pollution and power ;
there is now balm in Gilead , there is a physician there. Thou , (
Lord, hast laid our help on one that is mighty to save. Wetriumph
in Christ, who is revealed and made known to us in the gospel, and

of whom such glorious things are spoken in that portion of the word
of life now read . Wewould mark , with adoring gratitude, the com

passion and tenderness of our gracious Redeemer, the dignity and
power of our Almighty Saviour ; and we do rejoice in the thought
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that that Saviour,exalted though he is on high, is the same gracious,
compassionate friend ; that he is willing, as he is able, to save to the
very uttermost, all that come unto God through Him ; that he re

tains a feeling of our infirmities, and that he will succor those that
are tempted . Let it be given to us, Lord, in the behalf of Christ, to
believe on his name. Lord , we believe ; help thou our unbelief.
We would say in faith , Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make us clean ;

speak the word and we shall be healed.

Pardon, Lord, our ini.

quities, for they are very great. Cure, Lord, our every disease.
Heal our backslidings ; mortify our corruptions; uproot our every
sinful propensity ; transform us into thine own blessed image ; make

us, Lord , what thou wouldest have us to be, and keep us by thy
mighty power, through faith , unto salvation

hast permitted no evil to approach us ; and we would set up our
Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. And now ,

Lord, we commit ourselves to thee this night; defend us, we beseech

thee, from all danger ; grant us refreshing sleep ; bring us if it is thy
holy will, to the light of a new day, with increasing desires to love,

to serve, and to obey thee. And to thy name, in Christ Jesus, we
will ascribe all the praise.

Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . – GENESIS XV .

It is good for us, O Lord Most High, to show forth thy loving .
kindness in the morning, and thy faithfulness every night ; for while
all thy works praise thee, it surely becomes thy rational offspring
to bless thee. We thank thee, Lord, for all thy mercies to us, un

deserving sinners ; but especially would we bless thy name for thine
unspeakable gift, Jesus Christ. In this hast thou manifested thy
love towards us, in a way that passeth all understanding. And we

bless thee , Lord , for the early intimations of thy purposes of grace,
in regard to our rebellious, fallen , and lost race. Never hast thou
left thyself without witness of thy gracious designs. We thank thee,
that to the first transgressor the whispers of peace were addressed ;
that to the patriarchs a deliverer was promised ; and that as time ad
vanced, and generation succeeded generation , the declarations of

heaven becamemore full and explicit, and the views ofthe Deliverer
and the deliverance more clear and enlivening ; and we adore thee,

that in the fulness of time, the promised Deliverer has appeared to
establish thy faithfulness, to magnify thy law , and to bring lost sin
that the Day Spring from on high hath visited us ; that to us Christ
is made known ; that to us his salvation is published ; that to us all
the riches of his grace and glory are freely offered. O let us never

forget, that to whom much is given, of them much shall be required.
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Inspire us with that holy principle that distinguished the Father of
the faithful; give us that faith which raises above all doubts, all sus
picions, all fear ; which unites the soul savingly to Christ, and gives
an interest in his salvation. Give us, we beseech thee, to rely with
unshaken confidence on the promises of the faithful and immutable

Jehovah. Give us to lay hold of, and trust to , the provisions of
that covenant which was ratified by the blood of Christ, and which
is in all things well ordered and sure. Give us to look to Christ as
our righteousness and strength , as all our salvation and all our de

sire. Justify us, Lord, freely by thy grace, through the redemption
that is in Jesus Christ. And we pray, Lord, that wemay experience
the sanctifying influence of this divine principle, that our faith may

work by love, that it may overcome the world , and that it may be
accompanied by all the fruits of righteousness to the praise of thy
name. And, Lord , relying on the gracious declaration to Abraham ,

that in his seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed, we plead
thine own faithful word of promise. Give thy Son the heathen for
his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his posses
sion . May men be blessed in Jesus ; may all nations call him

blessed ! We pray for the sorrowful and the afflicted, that the con
solations ofGod may refresh their spirits. Give the dying an inter

est in Christ, that to them to depart may be great gain .
And now , Lord , we would place ourselves this day under thy gui
dance and guardianship ; we would go whithersoever thou leadest
us. Wewould ever hear thy voice behind us, saying, “ This is the
way, walk ye in it.' We would sanctify thee, the Lord, in our

hearts, and wewould live habitually under the constraining influence
of redeeming love. Lord, direct us ! Lord , uphold us ! Lord,
strengthen us ! Be our God forever and ever, and our guide even

unto death. And now to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
would we ascribe all the glory, now and forever. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW ix .

How excellent is thy name, O Lord, in all the earth ; thou hast
set thy glory above the heavens. Thou art clothed with honor and
majesty ; angels worship thee, archangels adore thee. But though
thou humblest thyself to behold the things that are in heaven , thou
dost not disregard the things that are on earth . To that man thou
lookest, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit. Encour.
aged by this consideration, weak, helpless, and guilty , and polluted ,
though we are, we would this evening prostrate ourselves before
thee. We would thank thee, Lord, for the unnumbered mercies
that have been crowded into our lot. Well may we say, that our
blessings have been numerous as the moments of our existence.

Wewere cast on thee from the womb, and thou hast never ceased to

care for us; our wants have returned daily and hourly, but thy
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hand has been cpened for their supply ; dangers have threatened
and overtaken us, but thine arm has been stretched out for our de
fence. Surely on looking back on the way by which we have been
conducted through the wilderness, and marking God 's dealings tow

ards us, wemay well say, 'Goodness and mercy have followed us

all the days of our life.
And yet, what are we that the Lord
should deal thus bountifully with us ; for although we have been
nourished and brought up as children , we have rebelled against
thee. And during this very day that has fled away, how often have
we forgotten , how often have we forsaken thee, how much have

we been cumbered with the many things to the neglect of the one
thing needful, how little have our thoughts, and words, and actions,
been under the direction and control of religious principle , and
how little have we in our duties and trials been influenced by a
sense of the divine goodness. Lord , thou mightest righteously have

cut us down as the cumberers of the ground : but thou art God and
not man, therefore thou hast borne with us, and waitest to be gracious
to us. See God our shield, look on us in the face of thine own
Anointed. Receive us graciously , love us freely, for Christ's sake.
And now we adore thee, that thou hast permitted us once more to
read thy most holy word , to learn of Christ and his salvation , and

to meditate on things that are spiritual and divine.

Bring the doc,

trines and lessons of thy word home with saving power ; let them
dwell in us richly, in all knowledge and understanding. Do thou ,
Lord, who hast the hearts of all in thy hands, speak with resistless
energy to each of our hearts. If there are among us benighted
souls, may thy Holy Spirit enlighten us ; if there are dead among
us, inay we be quickened and revived ; if we labor under spiritual
apathy, do thou, O Lord , arouse us ; strengthen the spark within us
that may be ready to die ; speak to us, Lord , according to our
different cases, and make us what thou wouldest have us to be.
Fill us with deeper concern for the glory of the Redeemer ; inspire
us with more sincere, and ardent, and active love for perishing

souls. Lord, the harvest is great ; soon may the wilderness be glad,
the desert rejoice, and blossom like the rose !

We commit ourselves, Lord, to thy divine protection this night;
may the eternal God be our refuge ; may the everlasting arms en
circle us. Bring us, if it is thy holy will, to the light of a new
day ; and whether we sleep or wake, may we be still with thee.

Our prayers now , Lord, are before thee, we beseech thee to hear, to
accept, and to answer us, for the Redeemer's sake. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . - GENESIS XVII.
ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed God ! thou art worthy to receive our
humblest adoration ; yea, thou art exalted above all blessing and
praise ; and there is none in heaven nor on earth that can once be
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compared to thee. The nations before thee are as nothing, and are

counted less than nothing, and vanity. Help us, therefore, to fall
down before thee with reverence and godly fear ; and while we ven

ture into thy presence, let every proud thought be abased, that God
alone may be exalted in our hearts.
We give thanks unto thy name, O Lord, that though we see thee
not with our bodily eye, we are yet permitted to behold thee with

the eye of faith - revealed in a character fitted to draw forth the live
liest feelings and affections of our heart.

It is thy mercy which hath

thus made us to differ from the blinded and idolatrous nations who

worship they know not what, being carried captive by Satan at his
will. And since thou hast revealed thyself, not only as possessed
of that essential glory and excellence, which is inseparably thine
own, but as condescending to hold with us, thine unworthy creatures,

a covenant-relation through thy Son , the Lord Jesus Christ, O grant
that wemay be enabled to apprehend thee aright in this endearing
character, and to close heartily with the termswhich thou art therein
holding out to our acceptance.
May we ever bear in mind, that it is in Christ alone we can pos

sess the privileges of thy children ; that it is only by faith in Him ,
that we have access into the grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in
the hope of the glory of God. Let Christ appear increasingly pre
cious to our souls ; and seeing that in Him , as our surety, we have
one infinitely able to satisfy every demand which law and justice
could bring against us, may we ever have grace to hold fast this
confidence of our rejoicing, and count all things but as loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord .

We pray also, heavenly Father, that as thy covenant-people, thou
wouldest enable us to walk worthy of thee unto all pleasing. Hav
ing been brought from the depths of misery and corruption , to stand

so near to thyself, and inherit the blessings of thine everlasting cove
nant, O grant that wemay be enabled to purify ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, to keep our garments undefiled , and

walk with thee ourGod in the white robes of righteousness . Fill us
with the grace of thy blessed Spirit, that we may be able to crucify
sin in all our members — thatwe may rise superior to the desires and

affections of nature — that at thy bidding we may be ready to part
with every object, however much endeared to our affections, yea,
and may not count our very lives dear to us, that we may finish
with joy the course which thou hast set before us. May we all be

of one mind with our blessed Redeemer, whose meat it was to do
the will of His Father in heaven ; and may we feel it to be our hap

piness, as well as our duty , to walk in the careful observance of
every precept thou hast enjoined upon us.

Let thy blessing, we humbly beseech thee, be upon us this day, to
which , in thy mercy and loving-kindness, we have been spared .

Give us our daily bread, and lead us not into temptation , but deliver
us from evil. Where we go, do thou, Lord, go with us ; cause the
light of thy countenance to shine upon us, and let the right hand of
thy righteousness establish our goings.
We commend unto thee our friends and relatives, praying that
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they may all be enriched with thy grace, and satisfied with thy abun
dant goodness. Let the land in which we live be eminently blessed
of thee ; let those who rule, rule in the fear of God, and let the
hearts of the people be turned away from all manner of iniquity to

the knowledge and service of thee, the living God. Yea, let all lands,
we pray thee, soon come to know thy truth, and rejoice in thy sal

vation . Cause thy word to have free course and be glorified
throughout the earth - even till thy knowledge cover it as the
waters cover the channel of the sea. And now , heavenly Father,
let our prayer, this morning, come up before thee with acceptance,

blot out all our sins, and accept of us in the name and through the
merits of Jesus Christ, our strength and our Redeemer. Amen.

FRIDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW X. 1 -23.
We bow down before thee, O Lord, adoring thee as the Father
ofmercies and the God of all grace. Thy thoughts towards us have
ever been thoughts of peace, and all thy ways have been faithfulness
and truth .

The experience of every day brings to us renewed man .

ifestations of thy fatherly goodness, and every new opening of thy
counsels unfolds to us fresh discoveries of the everlasting love where .
with thou hast loved us in Christ.

Wewould unite , O God, in giving thee thanks, eternal thanks, that
thou hast sent thy Son into this world to seek and to save the lost.

We rejoice that in his blood thou hast provided a ransom sufficient
to atone for all guilt, and hast brought in an everlasting righteous
ness, which forever perfects them that are sanctified. Herein indeed
was love, not that we loved God but that he loved us, and gave up
his only -begotten Son to the death, even the painful and accursed
death of the cross, for us. And blessed be thy name, O God , that

thou hast not left us in ignorance of thy manifested grace, but hast
brought near to each of us the message of this salvation, testifying
of thy willingness to receive us to an interest in its blessings, and
seal us up to an inheritance in thy kingdom .

O let the glad tidings be received with welcome into our hearts,
and have their gracious design fulfilled in our experience, by turn

ing us away from all our iniquities to serve the living God. May
we ever hail it as a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation,
that Jesus Christ has come into the world to save sinners , even the
chief; and seeing that for our sakes thou hast caused him , though
he knew no sin , to become sin for us, grant that we may indeed be
found the righteousness of God in him .

But, O Lord ,we pray,not only that we may be thus led to receive
and abide in Jesus, but that we may also be enabled to approve our
selves his faithful followers, and be ready to bear his reproach .
Thou hast cast our lot in a world where thy truth is little known,

and much disliked ; where many sinful prejudices and worldly inter
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ests are ever rising up to withstand the claims of Christ : so that the

cause of holiness is often oppressed, and the good of thy people evil
spoken of. Give us grace, therefore, O Lord, to stand fast against
the dangers to which we are exposed, and permit us not to be moved
from the hope of that gospel, which thou hast delivered to us. Let
the power ofour risen Lord flow down into our hearts, and strengthen
us with all might,by thy Spirit, in the inner man , thatwe may over
come, even as he also has overcome; that we may never fall from
our steadfastness, but follow him through good report and through
bad report, and that in all things he may be glorified by us.

Look , we beseech thee, O Lord , upon thy suffering cause in the
earth, and revive it in the midst of the days. Send forth refreshi
ments from thy presence, and ordain strength out of the mouths
even of those who are as babes in thy heavenly kingdom , so that
they may still the enemy and the avenger.. Purify thy church more
and more from the corruptions which have defaced her comeliness,

and impaired her strength. Clothe thy priests with salvation , and
cause thy saints to shout for joy. Let thy work increase and pros.,

per, and letmultitudes be added to thy church of such as shall be

saved . We.commit ourselves to thee for protection and blessing
this night. Let the banner of thy love be over us, and let no plague
come nigh our dwelling. When we lie down, be thou with us.
When we awake, may we find ourselves still with God . And O

grant, that whether we wake or sleep , we may all live together with
Christ. Hear, Lord, our prayer : pardon our transgressions; accept
our thanksgivings for thy manifold mercies through another day

and do to us even more than we can ask or think , through Christ
Jesus the Beloved . Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . – GENESIS XVIII.

O LORD God, how great is thy goodness ! how adorable is thy
condescension towards sinners ! Thou art so highly exalted above
all creation , that thou humblest thyself even to behold the things
that are in heaven and on earth . Yet thou dost not only behold us,

but dost graciously think upon us, and rejoice over us to do us good ;
and we are all before thee as living monuments of thy mercy , and
constant pensioners upon thy bounty , receiving daily at thy hand

innumerable mercies, of the very least of which we are altogether
unworthy.

O Lord , thou mightest have dealt otherwise with us — thou might
est have given us judgment instead of mercy, and sent hard things
into our experience. For how often have we provoked thee, the

Lord, to anger by our iniquities ! and behaved ourselves with a
proud and stubborn heart toward thine infinite majesty ! Wehave
indeed added sin to sin - day after day transgressing thy righteous

precepts- -disregarding thy severe threatenings, and trampling upon
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that holy covenantwhich thou hast ratified with the blood of thy
dear Son .

We would , therefore, in drawing near to thee,make mention of

Blessee and sorterations, abu

thy loving-kindness and of thy righteousness, even of thine only .
Blessed be thy name, that thou hast revealed thyself in a character
of free and sovereign grace ; that thou hast taken for thy memorial
through all generations, The Lord, the Lord God , mercitul and gra .

cious, long-suffering and abundant in goodness, and truth , forgiving
iniquity, transgression , and sin. And when we think what thou
hast done for us in the exercise of this thy wonderful compassion ;
how thou hast not gpared the Son of thy love, but given Him up to
the death for us, that we might be redeemed from wrath and obtain
the adoption of sons, it well becomes us to exclaim , in devout aston
ishment, Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed on
us, that we should be called the sons ofGod ! Olet each one of us
be humbled to the dust under a sense of thine infinite goodness and

undeserved mercy. Give us to feel the obligations under which we
lie ; because of the riches of redeeming grace , to honor and glorify
thy name; and as owing everything we have and hope for to thine
unmerited goodness,may we be constrained to yield ourselves as liv.
ing sacrifices to thee, which is our reasonable service.
Forbid, O God , we earnestly implore thee, that any of us should
reject the offers of a mercy so undeserved , and lose our inheritance
in a salvation so unspeakably great. Draw us near to thee with the
cords of thy love, and bind us up to a saving interest in thine ever

lasting covenant. O let our portion be the portion of thy children .
And enable us by thy grace ever to bear in mind the high and holy
calling wherewith we are called, as thy redeemed and covenant-peo

ple in Christ, that we may walk worthy of it. May our conversation
indeed be in heaven ; may we walk as becomes those who have their
fellowship with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.

We thankfully acknowledge thy goodness in sparing us to see the
light of this day, and would commit ourselves in confidence to thee

as thy children, that we may be kept from all evil, and fitted for the
discharge of our respective duties. Let integrity and uprightness
preserve us. And while we are called to mingle in the society and
go into the employment of this present evil world , O suffer us not to
forget that thou hast called us out of the world to be thy chosen
people , to do thy blessed will, and be faithful witnesses of thy truth .

Hold thou up our goings, so that our footsteps may not slide from
the path of thy commandments. Let thy blessing, we humbly pray
thee, be upon our kindred , upon our rulers, upon the land of our
nativity, and upon all that love the Lord Jesus Christ in every
region of the earth . Refresh thy weary heritage with much of thine
own Spirit, and cause the sound of thy gospel to be heard in every
land , and to reach even to the ends of the earth . Let the people

praise thee , O Lord , let all the people praise thee. Our waiting
cyes are toward thee. Hear in heaven thy dwelling-place, and when
thou hearest forgive, for all we ask is in the name of Jesus Christ,
our ever-blessed Redeemer. Amen .
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SATURDAY EVENING .- MATTHEW X. 24–42.
Our Father, who art in heaven ! we come to thee as a portion of
thy family on earth, to adore and praise thee as the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We come to thee in his name, in whom
thou art ever well pleased , and desire to know nothing as the ground

of our confidence at thy throue, but Jesus Christ and him crucified .
See us, we humbly pray thee, in the face of thine anointed ; draw

near and visit us with thy salvation ; give us to experience the good
of thy chosen, and fill our souls abundantly with the riches of re
deeming grace.

We esteem it good for us, O God, to be waiting as humble suppli
ants at thy footstool. For thou hast all power, and glory, and bless
ing at thy disposal : and in thee alone can we find what we need to

restore and satisfy our natures. Thou art the fountain of living
waters, and apart from thee there is no life and refreshment to the

soul. O let us know somewhat of the infinite sufficiency that is in
thee. Manifest thyself to us in another manner than thou dost unto
the world . With the blessed light of thy countenance do thou shine
upon our souls, and out of the fulness which thou hast treasured up

in Christ for thy believing people, give us all to receive, even grace
for grace.

Thou hast declared, that all who are far away from thee shall per
ish , and that tribulation and wrath shall be revealed against those
who have despised the gospel of thy grace in Christ. Save us, we
therefore pray thee, save us from falling into that perdition of un
godly men . Quicken us by thy Holy Spirit, that we may ever be

kept truly alive to the things which belong to our everlasting peace.
And if thou art pleased to bring danger or difficulty into our path
- if reproach , or persecution , or distress, is appointed to us in the

course of thy providence, for the sake of Christ, enable us to take all
meekly as from thy hand , and as knowing that we have with thee

an inheritance that faileth not. Let eternal realities be so deeply
impressed upon our minds by the power of the Spirit, that we shall
be disposed to count even the reproach of Christ greater riches than
all the treasures of a perishing world ; that neither the fear of men 's

displeasure, nor the love of men 's applause , may have power to
bring us under bondage to sin , but that we may hold fast to the end
our spiritual freedom , and permit no one to take our crown. While

it is given us now to live amid the light and privileges of the gos

pel, o enable us to live to the Lord, that when we die, we may also
die unto the Lord ; living or dying, may we alike be thine.

We bless thy name, that another day, another week , has passed
over our heads, bringing to us, as individuals and as a family , many
tokens of thy care and tenderness. We are not worthy, O Lord , of

the least of thy mercies ; and with every remembrance of thy good .
ness, we desire to couple a deep sense of our exceeding sinfulness.

Visit us not, we beseech thee, according to our iniquities - requite
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us not after our folly ; but bury our transgressions in the depths of
the sea , and in thy great mercy come over all the mountains of our
provocations. Watch over us in covenant-faithfulness during the

silence andrethe
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eht Let the blood of sprinkling
freidarkness
ur wnight.

u. o o d

be upon the door-posts of our dwelling, that the destroying angel
may not come nigh us. Give us all to experience the rest of thy be

loved, and refresh us both in body and in soul, for the solemnities
of another day of the Son of man. May the outgoings of a return .
ing Sabbath be felt to rejoice over us, with manifestations of love and
favor to us from on high . And O may the Sun of righteousness
arise on the morrow , with healing under his wings, upon many
dark and benighted souls. Hear, Lord, when we call unto thee,
and let grace, mercy , and peace, now and evermore, rest upon us,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen .
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Ruler of all things, vouchsafe to us thy Spirit, that we may now

draw near to thee in faith, and present our supplications in a right
spirit, relying for acceptance on the finished work of thy Son .
Verily thou art the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth . Notwithstanding
the depravity of our hearts, the perversity of our wills, and the
aggravated violations of thy law with which we are chargeable, thou
art still sparing us in the land of the living, and in a place of hope.
In the multitude of thy tender mercies we are preserved to see an
other sabbath morning, and in health and strength to surround the

altar of family prayer. O help us to remember the spiritual things
with which a sabbath morning is so much calculated to impress us.
We desire to remember that on this morning our Redeemer arose

from the dead, as the spoiler of principalities and powers, as a
pledge that he was the Messiah promised to thy people , and that,
when we are trusting in him for salvation, we are indeed trusting in

one in whom dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. We de

sire that all of us may be in the Spirit on this thy holy day, and
that wemay be enabled to spend it as a foretaste of that everlasting
sabbath promised to thy people , when time shall be no more ; may
We serve thee with our whole hearts, and feel ourselves refreshed
and built up in our most holy faith . We mourn over the multitudes,

O Lord , who desecrate thy sabbaths, and prostitute them to the obe
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dience of their own passions, who abstain from meeting with thee in
thy sanctuary, and stout-heartedly oppose themselves to thy revealed

word . This, O God, we do mourn , as hateful in thy sight, destruc.
tive to their own souls, and a grief to thine own people. Graciously
stop them in their career of wickedness, pluck them as brands from

the burning, and make them yet monuments to the praise of thy
sovereign grace. Revive, we beseech thee, thy work in the midst
of the years. Visit thine own heritage, and water and sanctify it by
thy Holy Spirit. May multitudes be daily added to the church, of
such as shall be saved, that righteousness may run down our streets
as a stream , and iniquity, as ashamed, hide its head. Prepare our

hearts for waiting acceptably upon thee in thy house. May thy
servants come forth to us, fraught with the glad tidings of salvation .
May sinners be converted, and mourners in Zion comforted. May
all thy worshipping people be refreshed from thine own presence.
If we are spared , O Lord, to see the evening, may we have great
cause to say, Truly the Lord is faithful, he hath visited our souls,
and given us more enlarged and experimental views of the precious
ness of Christ.

This, our imperfect prayer, is now before thee ; be

pleased to hear, and accept, and graciously answer, because all that
we ask is for the sake and through the mediation of thy Son whom
thou hearest always. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALMS XI. XII. XIII.
INTO thy presence, O Lord , we desire this evening to come with
holy reverence for thy character, with hearts grateful for the mer
cies which we have this day experienced, and with earnest anxiety
for grace to keep us in every time of need . Thou art well acquaint
ed with our different cases, with our natural unbelief and hostility
to thy will, with the sin that is mingled up with our purest services,
and with the great need that we have of thy Spirit to work in us

that godly sorrow which is not to be repented of. O grant that our
souls may be enriched with thy blessing ; that our progress in holi.
ness, our love for thy word, and our experience of thy grace, may
become daily more enlarged ; that we may struggle against every
thing in our hearts which exalteth itself against thee, and be ever
ready to resign ourselves to thy holy disposal. Accept of our
thanks for the loving-kindness felt by our souls this day, in thy

sanctuary. May the truths which we heard be made effectual for
our spiritual nourishment and growth in grace ; strengthen our
memories to remember them , and soften our hearts, that we may

feel their power. Let the good hand of the Lord be around us all
during the silent watches of the night ; forbid that any of us should
give sleep to our eyes or slumber to our eyelids, till we have called

upon thee in secret, and consigned into thy hands our interests both
for time and eternity ; hear and graciously answer our several sup
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plications. Bless, O Lord , allwho are in distress ; the sick and the
dying we especially commend to thy care . Call them not into
eternity till thou hast made them meet for the inheritance which is
on high. May our friends and relations be ever the objects of thy
paternal regard , and when we and they have been gathered to our
fathers, may we meet in thine own presence, where there are fulness
of joy and pleasures for evermore. Be pleased to listen to this, the

voice of our supplication ; and unto God the Father,God the Son,
and God the Holy Ghost, be glory and honor, dominion and praise,
world without end . Amen.

MONDAY MORNING . – GENESIS XIX .
O most holy and ever-blessed God, wedesire this morning to come
to thy footstool, in the name of Christ, penetrated with a sense of
our unworthiness , and mourning our apostasy from

thce as the

alone cause of all our misery. When we think of the dignity with
which man was originally invested ; of the knowledge, and right
eousness , and holiness which characterized his nature ; and of the

communion which thou didst condescend freely to hold with him ;
and then examine the present state of our hearts, their ignorance of
spiritual things, their unrighteousness and sin, and the disinclination
which we naturally cherish for intercourse with our God ; it be
comes us to lie low in the dust, and confess that the crown has fallen
from our heads, and that woe is unto all of us because we are sin

ners. We lament, O Lord, the provocations which, day after day,
we are giving thee ; the weakness of our faith ; the coldness of our
love ; the little interest with which we read thy word ; the insensi
bility which often overtakes us in prayer ; the sinful thoughts which
pervade cur minds ; the unguarded words which escape from our

lips ; and the unholy deeds which we perform . Truly may we say
that our iniquities have grown over our heads; that we are despe
rately wicked ; that we are the children of wrath , even as others.
Eternal thanks be unto the Lord our God , that a Saviour has been
provided , through whom we may come into thy presence, and
whose inerit we may plead as a ground for our forgiveness. We
bless thee that this Saviour is revealed unto us in all his freeness, in

all his mercy, and in all his grace. O grant that wemay be saving.
ly united to him ; that our guilt, for his sake, may be pardoned , and
our souls cleansed from the pollution of sin . May the Holy Spirit
strengthen us for the obedience of thy will ; and, amid abounding

iniquity, may we be enabled to manifest a walk and conversation
becoming the gospel ; never shrinking from any trial or persecution
into which wemay be thrown, for righteousness' sake. Put an end
to idolatry and wickedness everywhere ; hasten the period when
all shall know. thee, from the least even to the greatest ; when, at
the name of Jesus every knee shall bow , and when all kindreds
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and tongues shall call Him blessed. Accept of our thanksgivings
for the mercies of the past night and this morning. Be with us in
the duties to which wemay this day be called . Suffer us never to
forget that an omniscient God is present with us, and that a day is
fast approaching when a solemn account is to be rendered unto thee

for everything done in the body. Keep us ever in thy fear, guide
us by thy counsel, and receive us at last to see thy salvation in glo
ry, for Christ our Redeemer's sake. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW XI.
Most blessed and gracious Father, thou art infinitely holy , and
how shall polluted creatures present themselves before thee ; thou
art infinitely just, and how shall rebels against thy government
come to thy footstool; thou art infinitely wise, and how shall we,

who have preferred our own folly, venture to commune with thee.
See God our shield, look upon us in the face of thine Anointed.
We come not concealing our sins, but, sensible of our great deprav
ty, and of the outrages which we have committed against thy law ,

that, through the Lord our righteousness, we may be forgiven, and
obtain grace to subdue our carnal-mindedness, to deliver us from
the evil of sin , and to make us walk more holily before thee in the

land of the living. We magnify thy name for the redemption of
sinners, for the love which thou bearest to thine own , for the care with
which thou watchest over them , and for the comforting assurances

which their souls receive from thy Spirit, that they are the heirs of
glory. We bless thee for the animating prospects to which thou art

encouraging believers to look as their portion when time shall be no
more. O make us thy children indeed, interested in the new cove
nant of grace, and heirs of the promises. May the Holy Spirit
dwell within us, to sanctify , and comfort, and enlighten our souls ,

to give us wisdom to believe the record which thou hast given of
thy Son, confidence in the mercy of the dispensation, and more ar
dent desires after conformity to thy will. Lord , impress upon our

minds the dreadful fate of those who continue at a distance from
thee, and enable us to strive and pray that they may come to the
Saviour, and obtain from him peace, and rest, and eternal joy .
Humble thine enemies under the sceptre of mercy, and may the

lips that now blaspheme thy name, soon praise and adore the work .
ings of thy sovereign grace.

Thou, O Lord, never slumberest nor sleepest, and we commend
ourselves to thy watchful providence during this night. Save us,
we beseech thee, from danger and from ill. Never leave us nor for.
sake us, but keep us in thy fear, and guide us always by thy coun .
sel. May we die the death of the righteous, and may our last end

be like his. Hear us in heaven thy dwelling-place, and grant us a
gracious answer to this our humble prayer , through Christ, our
blessed Redeemer. Amen.
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TUESDAY MORNING . – GENESIS XX.
EVER-BLESSED Jehovah, 0 enable us, by thy grace, this morning,
to draw near unto thee with deep reverence and godly fear. We

are thy dependent creatures ; thy disobedient children. How shall
we approach thy glorious majesty ?

Thou art the blessed and only

potentate ; glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders.
Thou art very great : thou art clothed with honor and majesty .
Thou coverest thyself with light as with a garment. We prostrate

ourselves before thee, humbly supplicating thatGod would be mer
ciful to us sinners . And blessed be thy glorious name, we are en .
couraged to approach thee as a gracious Father. Thou hast com

manded us to pray always, with all prayer and supplication, with

ave chosen
h
h
way whic

thanksgiving . Yea, we have confidence to draw near by that new
and living way which Jesus hath opened up and consecrated with
his blood . The desire of our souls is to thy name : with our souls

huis blood

have we desired thee in the night, and with our spirits within us will
we seek thee early. We rejoice that there is forgiveness with thee,
that thou mayest be feared . The blood of Jesus cleanseth from all

sin. In him , O Lord ,may we have redemption through his blood,
even the forgiveness of sins.

And seeing, O most blessed God, we are in ourselves so weak ,
and exposed to such dangers from the allurements of the world , the
temptations of the deceiver, and the corruptions of our own bearts,

may we obtain mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
O Lord, grant us the teaching and the guidance of thy good Spirit,
that he may lead us into all truth , and uphold our goings. May we
be indeed followers of them who, through faith and patience, are

now inheriting the promises ; the spiritual children of faithful Abra
ham , and heirs with him of the grace of God. Butmay we take no
encouragement, from the errors of thy people, to continue in the
practice of any known sin , or to fail in any known duty, or to yield

to any known temptation. May we never, in any case, do evil that

good may come. May we at no time swerve from the truth, but
speak every man truth with his neighbor, knowing that the lips of
truth shall be established, but that a lying tongue is but for a mo
ment. Make us, in very deed , the followers of Jesus Christ, in whose
mouth no guile was found . Hold thou up our goings, that our foot
steps slip not. Make thy grace sufficient for us. Let thy word be a

lamp unto our path and a light to our feet.
We give thanks unto the Keeper of Israel, for the rest and pro
tection of the past night. We supplicate thy blessing to be upon

us throughout the day. Be thou with us in all our employments.
Keep us from all evil. Strengthen us for every duty. Enable us
to resist every temptation . Grant that, this day, whatsoever we do,

in word or in deed, we may do all in the name of Jesus, and giving
thanks unto God , even the Father, through him . And unto thee,
the Father, the Son, and the blessed Spirit, be all glory ascribed,
both now and forever.

Amen .
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TUESDAY EVENING .- MATTHEW XII. 1-21.
Most merciful and most glorious Jehovah, we would , this even .
ing, bow ourselves before thee, the most high God , our creator, our

preserver ; the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus

Christ. O teach us how to pray. Give usthy Holy Spirit, the spirit
of adoption, whereby we may cry, Abba, Father. We cannot of
ourselves order our speech, by reason of darkness. Enable thou us
to worship thee in spirit and in truth . Who is a God like unto thee,

glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders ? Thou art
great, and dost wondrous things ; thou art God alone.
We pray, mostmerciful Father, that wemay not be permitted to
deceive ourselves. Thee we cannot deceive, for all things are naked

and open before the eyes of him with whom we have to do. Thou
searchest the heart and triest the reins, that thou mayest give to

every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his
doings. But our hearts are deceitful above all things. Search us,

O Lord , and know our hearts ; try us, and know our thoughts ; and
see if there be any wicked way in us, and lead us in the way ever
lasting . Let us not incur the guilt of those who make religion a

cloak to their sins; but may we be enabled to maintain a conscience
void of offence toward God and toward man. We give thee thanks

for the temporal mercies which we enjoy. But especially do we
give thee thanks for the rich provision which thou hast made for the
supply of our spiritual wants.

Thanksbe unto God for Jesus Christ,

his unspeakable gift. May he be made unto us righteousness, and
wisdom , and sanctification, and redemption.
We bless thee, O God , for the ordinances of religion. The lines
have fallen to us in pleasant places, and we have a goodly heritage.
Enable us, O Lord , to value and improve all our privileges. May
thy word be dearer to us than thousands of gold or silver : that it
may not, at length ,be to our condemnation that light hath come into

the world . May the sabbath of the Lord ever beto us a delight, the
holy of the Lord , and honorable. May we never be contented with
that bodily service which profiteth little ; but, consecrated to thee in

soul, and body, and spirit, present ourselves a living sacrifice, holy

and acceptable through Jesus Christ. We desire to live by faith
upon thy Son . Wedesire to be made partakers of his Spirit, and
to be enabled, while discharging, with fidelity, every present duty,
to have our affections set upon the things which are above. Make

our bolies the temples of the Holy Ghost,and let thy gracious Spirit
witness with our spirit that we are the children ofGod.

Webless thee for all the goodness which thou hast, this day ,made

to pass before us. In the blood of Jesus blot out all the guilt which
we may, this day, have contracted . Take us under thy protection
during the night. May the angel of the Lord encamp around us.

We would remember thee upon our bed, and meditate on thee in the
night watches. Uphold, protect, and guide us during all the days
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and all the nights of our appointed pilgrimage, and at length gra
ciously receive us to the city of habitation ; through Jesus Christ
our strength and our Redeemer. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . – GENESIS XXI.

BE pleased, O most gracious Father, to look down in mercy upor.
us thy sinful creatures, while we, this morning, venture to draw near
to the footstool of the eternal throne. Let not the Lord be angry
that we, who are but dust and ashes, take upon us to speak unto the
Most High. See, O God, our shield ; look upon us in the face of
thine anointed Son. Thineown most gracious invitations encourage
us to approach thee. We indeed are less than the least of thy mer

cies ; we have incurred thy just displeasure . We are by nature the
children of wrath . If thou, Lord, should mark iniquities, who, O
Lord, should stand ? But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou
mayest be feared ; with thee there is mercy and plenteous redemp
tion . Thou art a God that keepeth covenant ; faithful and true art
thou . In thee, O Lord , we will rejoice, we will be glad in the God

of our salvation, for thou hast remembered thy promise , and done
great things for us. Unto us a child is born , unto us a son is given ,

whose name is Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Ever
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Thou hast visited and redeemed
thy people, and raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house
of thy servant David .

The Lord grant that this Saviour we may be enabled to follow
through good report and through bad report. We pray that thy
grace may enable us to submit ourselves willingly to all the deal.

ings of thy most wise and holy providence. In the hour ofaffliction
may we recognize the hand of a merciful and gracious Father , and
say, ' It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth to him good .' Sanc

tify to us all thy visitations, and, according to thy gracious word,
cause all things to work together for our good . Heavenly Father,

be thou our God and our guide ; under trials support us ; in dangers
defend us ; keep thou our eyes from tears, and our feet from falling.
In the day of our distress lead us to the Rock that is higher than we ;
and when our spirits are depressed and our souls ready to faint, open
thou our eyes, and discover to us the wells of thy salvation , that we

may drink, and be refreshed with the waters of life . O let us never

wander from the right path , but, as strangers and pilgrims, having
our faces Zionward, and our conversation in heaven, may we be ever
looking for the coming of the Lord . Let nothing, at any time, se
duce us from thy worship . May we walk in all thy ordinances and
commandments blameless, showing forth the praises ofhim who hath
called us out ofdarkness into his marvellous light, as becometh those

who are truly thy servants ; who are not their own, being bought
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with a price , even with the precious blood of Jesus Christ, as of a
lamb without blemish and without spot.

We desire, with grateful hearts, to thank thee for thy goodness to
and slept : we awaked ; for thy hand sustained us. Be thou our guide

us during the silent watches of the past night. We laid us down
and our protection throughout the day .

Strengthen us for duty ;

preserve us from sin . To tly care and blessing we commend the
prosperity of Zion, all our friends, and all in whom our hearts are

interested. And to thee, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be all glory, both now and forever. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING .- MATTHEW XII. 22 -50.

OUR Father which art in heaven,' weadore thine unspeakable
condescension in that, though thou art the high and lofty One in
habiting eternity, thou dost permit us to draw near and to address

thee as our Father. Thousands of angels surround thy throne,
worshipping reverently, and in thy presence veiling their faces with
their wings; yet dost thou regard the humble and the contrite
among the sons ofmen, and the prayer of the destitute -thou wilt not
despise. Thou art graciously revealed as the God and Father of
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ ; and in him , the God and Fa

ther of all thy believing people. O give to us thy Spirit, as a Spirit
of adoption , and teach us to cry, Abba, Father.

we worship thee, as the omniscient One.

Blessed Saviour,

Thou knowest our

thoughts. Thou triest the hearts of the children of men . May we
maintain upon our souls an abiding sense of this most solemn truth.

May we be enabled ever to walk as seeing him that is invisible.
We rejoice in the victory of him who hath spoiled principalities
and powers. The Lord grant that we may be indeed with him ,
zealously devoted to his cause, and ready to follow the Captain of

salvation through good report, and through bad report.
O Lord , preserve thou us from all presumptuous sins ; let us not

resist or gainsay the Spirit of truth : and take not thou thy Holy
Spirit away from us. We do most earnestly desire, that thou
wouldest enable us to set a watch upon our lips. May we not for
get that death and life are in the power of the tongue, that all fool.

ish talking has been forbidden by thee, and that for every idle and
sinful word we shall give account. Let our speech be always with
grace, seasoned with salt, as befits the ransomed of the Lord .

The

tongue is verily an unruly member ; and with our tongues how
often have we dishonored thee, murmuring at thy dealings, or utter

ing words of folly. Do thou, O gracious Father, so purify our
souls, and fill them with thy grace, that henceforth, out of the good
treasure of the heart, we shall bring forth good things.

We bless thy name, for the abundant evidence with which thou

hast favored us of the truth of thy word . Grant that we may
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have the witness in ourselves— we being enabled, with open face , to
behold the glory of the Lord, and being changed into the same im
age from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord . We exult
in the resurrection of our Redeemer from the grave, and that as he

died and rose again , so his people shall rise also . O may this hope
purify us, even as God is pure.
We thank thee for all the goodness which we have this day en .
joyed . O have mercy upon those less highly favored than we.
Look down in mercy upon the afflicted , and grant that the Sun of
righteousness may speedily shine upon all the kingdoms of this be .

nighted world . To thy care and protection, we now commend our.
selves. Watch thou over us during the dark hours of night; and
if graciously preserved to behold the dawning of another day, when

we awake may we feel ourselves with thee. These our humble
prayers, we present in the name of Jesus, our ever-blessed Saviour
and Lord . Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . - GENESIS XXII.
O LORD , unto thee do we lift up our souls, for thou art God , and
there is none else ; there is no God beside thee. Clouds and dark

ness are round about thee, and thy judgments are a great deep ;
thou doest all thy pleasure, and none can let it, neither may any
one say unto thee, What doest thou ? Yet thou art holy, O thou

that inhabitest the praises of Israel ; righteousness and judgment
are the habitation of thy throne ; in thine administration the abso
lute sovereignty is infinite wisdom and beneficence, and thou doest

all things wisely and well .

Whatsoever thy dispensations, it is for us to bow the head and
adore ; and whatsoever thy commands, it becometh us to say , All
that the Lord hath spoken we will do. For it hath ever been the
experience of thy people, that although weeping may endure for a
night, yet joy cometh in the morning, and that verily the Lord is
pitiful and of tender mercy. But, alas, we are prone to take counsel
of flesh and blood , and so it comes to pass, that whilst the con
vinced judgment willeth one thing, the affections will a quite dif
ferent thing ; that what we would , that we do not, but what we

hate, that we do ; for there is a law in ourmembers, warring against
the law of our minds, and bringing us into captivity to the law of
sin which is in our members. O wretched men that we are ! who
shall deliver us from the body of this death ? May he, whom thou
hast anointed to open the prison doors, set us free. May he work

in us, by his Spirit, that faith which is the substance of things

hoped for, the evidence of things not seen ; that faith , in the exer
cise of which, thy servant was of old enabled to offer up his only
begotten son , as believing that what thou willest must be best, and

that thy faithfulness in keeping covenant and promise would be
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made to appear, notwithstanding every difficulty, yea, and every ap
parent impossibility. May he also, by the same Spirit, shed abroad
the love of God in our hearts, and thus rule over usby the law and
sceptre appropriate to his kingdom — the law and sceptre of love,
May he thus make us willing and obedient, and enable us to say.

We delight to do thy will, o our God ; yea , thy law is within our
heart.

We desire to render unto thce hearty thanks for the mercies of
the past night. We bless thee that thou hast spared us to see the
light of another day, and that thou art continuing to supply our
wants as heretofore. Above all, we would say, thanks be unto God

for Jesus Christ, his unspeakable gift. In him may we be found :
through his blood may we obtain the remission of all our sins, with
a covenant right and title to all the other benefits of his mediation .

We beseech thee to be with us this day, in our going out and
coming in . Help us to set thee continually before our face. Lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. We cast ourselves
on thy care ; care thou for us. Hear us, O God, and forgive and
accept, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW XIII. 1 -23.
BLESSED and everlasting Lord God, unto whom can we go but
unto thee ?

Thou knowest our frame, thou rememberest that we

are dust, and thou hast the words of eternal life. We would make
mention of the righteousness of our Lord Jesus Christ ; we would

give thee thanks that thou hast filled our mouth with that prevailing
argument ; and feeling that we cannot hope to be heard for aught
that is in ourselves, we would beseech thee to behold our Shield ,

and to look upon us in the face of thine Anointed. Truly , O God,
thou keepest covenant and promise , and thy words be true. Thou
causest the west wind to awake, and the south to come; and under
their warm influence the snows of winter are dissolved, and the
sealed fountains set free, and the earth covered over with a carpet
of green. From summer to summer thou visitest the earth and
waterest it ; thou makest it soft with showers, and thou blessest the

springing thereof; the pastures are clothed with flocks ; the valleys
also are covered over with corn : they shout for joy , they also sing.
And thus, according to thy promise , cold and heat, and summer and

winter, and seed- timeand harvest do not cease ; thinehand is opened
liberally, and the desire of every living thing is satisfied . Other
and more precious seed, even the word of the kingdom , thou would
est sow in men's hearts, and wouldest cherish it into life by the warm
and refreshing influences of thy grace, and wouldest fill all the world
with the fragrant fruits of holiness.

But, alas, whilst all else is in

readiness we are still backward ; and too often , when the word has
been cast into the ear, we d ) not meditate upon it day and night, so
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that it may pass downward into the heart and take root there ; or if,
in the day of visitation , and when our soul is poured out within us,

we receive it with joy, and speak of it with delight, yet, when trial
comes, we do too often fall, and our new experience passeth away
as the morning cloud and the early dew ; or, although we may wait

with regularity upon the preaching of the word, and abound with
the leaves of profession, yet we are so beset with cares respecting the
present world , and so allured by its pleasures and its gains, that we

may well fear that we are bringing no fruit unto perfection . Yet
all this while, season after season is passing away, and we know that

if we bear not the fruits of righteousness here, we shall never be
transplanted into the paradise of God above. Out of the depths,
therefore, would we cry unto thee, O God . Visit us with thy salva
tion. Take away our hard and stony hearts, and give us hearts of

flesh . Make the tree good , and the fruit shall be good also . O
when wilt thou come unto us ? Wilt thou not revive ns, 0 our

God ? Our trust is in thee , our hope is in thy word . Well-pleased
thou hearest the voice of thy Son 's intercession, and rejoicest to
glorify his worthy name in the salvation of sinners. Save us, we
beseech thee, for his name's sake, and make us, in all respects, what

thou wouldest have us to be. Accept of thanksgiving for the mer.
cies we have this day received . Pardon us, webeseech thee, wherein

we have done amiss. Look , in thy mercy, upon all the sons and
daughters of affliction . Send us, in thy goodness, sound and refreshi
ing sleep . May we lie down in thy fear, and awake in thy favor.

Hear, and pardon , and accept, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.

FRIDAY MORNING . – GENESIS XXIV .

LORD, thou hast been the dwelling-place of thy people in all gen
erations. Even to old age thou art he, and even to hoary hairs thou
dost carry them ; thou causest them to flourish like the palm -tree,
and to grow like a cedar in Lebanon ; whom thou lovest thou lovest

unto the end ; through thy grace they still bring forth fruit in old
age, and thou blessest them in all things. Happy, therefore, is that
people that is in such a case ; yea, happy is thatman whose God is

the Lord . As for us, we confess that iniquities prevail against us.
Careful, and troubled about many things, we ask with solicitude,
what shall we eat, and what shall we drink, and wherewithal shall

we be clothed ?

And we remember not the word which saith, 'seek

ve first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these
things shall be added unto you . Neither, in the arrangements
which we make for ourselves, or for those whom thou hast given us
in charge, do we set thee sufficiently before our face, nor do we frame
them in subserviency to thy glory and our own salvation, but are
prone to consult chiefly for worldly advancement, and for the happi

ness which we imagire is to be found in it. Lord, pardon thy ser
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vants in this and all other things. Enter not into judgment with
us ; for in thy sight shall no man living be justified in virtue of his

own doings. But although we are unworthy, yet Christ is worthy.
For his name's sake blot out all our iniquities. Behold , as the eyes
of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of
a maiden unto the hand of her mistress, so our eyes wait upon the

Lord our God until he have mercy upon us. And we beseech thee,
O God, put power into thy word, and teach us effectually that one
thing is needful. Make us to know our end and the measure of our
days, what it is, that wemay know how frail we are . Behold , thou
hast made our days as an handbreadth ; and our age is as nothing
before thee : verily, every man at his best state is altogether vanity .

Believing these things may we seek to lay up enduring riches in
that place where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where

thieves do not break through nor steal. And in every connection
which we form , and every enterprise which we undertake, may we
have an eye to thy glory and our own spiritual well-being. Accept,

O God, our thanksgivings for thy goodness during the past night.
To thee we are indebted for our preservation from one day to an
other ; thou carest for us far more and far better than we are able to
care for ourselves. We beseech thee to look in compassion upon

those who have been full of tossing to and fro until the dawning of

the day. Heal their diseases, if it be thy will. O spare them , that
they may recover strength, before they go hence and be no more.
Sanctify their affliction, and grant that no separation may take place

between soul and body, until a full and a final separation has been
effected between their souls and their sins. Be with us this day in
our going out and coming in . Keep us from evil, that it may not

grieve us. Hear us in these our petitions, and, when thou hearest,
forgive for Christ's sake. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING .- MATTHEW XIII. 24 –58.
HEAVENLY Father, we desire, at the conclusion of another day, to
draw nigh unto thee in a social and family capacity. Be pleased
thyself to draw us as with the cords of affection and the bands of
love. Give us to say, with the ardent aspirations of thy servant in
the old time, As the hart panteth after the water -brooks, so panteth
Wou .
.
our soul after thee, O God

Wewould give thee thanks that thou hast set up a kingdom in this
our world — a kingdom which shall never be destroyed ; and against
which the gates of hell shall not be suffered to prevail. We would

rejoice in the measure of success which this kingdom , so small in its
beginnings, hath already had . Hasten , we beseech thee, the latter
day glory. May the time soon comewhen thou wilt give thy Son
the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth

for his possession ; when in every land he shall see of the travail of
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his souland be satisfied. Wethank thee more especially that this
kingdom hath been set up amongst ourselves, and that we have been
born in a land of ordinances and a valley of vision . O may we of

this household be made willing and obedient subjects of Messiah 's
kingdom ; so thatwhen the summer is past and the harvest is come,
our souls may not be gathered with sinners, but may be bound up
in the bundle of life . Whatwe ask for ourselves, we would also
beseech in behalf of all whom we ought to bear upon our spirits at

a throne of grace. Set up a throne in the heart of each one of our
friends, and an altar in all their families. Bless them with thy bless

ing, even life everlasting. Everywhere restrain abounding sin ; let
the people praise thee, let all the people praise thee.
We beseech thee to pardon the sins of which we have this day

been guilty ; for alas,there is no day in all our lives which bears not
the mark upon it of somewickedness committed against thee ; and

that thou art sparing us alive, and continuing to supply our wants,
and giving us time and opportunity for repentance ; this is not be
cause thou seest any goodness in us, but because thy compassions
fail not, and because thymercy endureth forever.

We would commit ourselves to thy care. Watch over us during
the watches of the night ; preserve us, we entreat thee, from the pes

tilence that walketh in darkness. Spare us, if it be thy will, that we
may see the light of a new day ; and enable us to spend all the days
of our pilgrimage here in thy fear and service. Guide us with thy
counsel while we live, and afterward receive us to glory. And now

unto thee, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING .- GENESIS XXVII.

ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed God, we thank thee for all the good
ness and mercy which thou hast made to pass before us ; for the
temporal blessings with which thou hast crowned our lot, and the
forbearance with which thou hast followed us in the midst of
multiplied provocations and aggravated sins. Above all,we thank
thee for the provision which thou hast made for the safety of our
immortal souls in the scheme of salvation by Christ Jesus. We
thank thee for the promisesmade unto the fathers, and for the mer
cy and faithfulness with which thou hast fulfilled these promises in

all generations. We praise thy name, that when the fulness of the
times had come, thou didst send forth thy Son, made of a woman,

made under the law , to redeem them that were under the law , and
that wemight receive the adoption of sons. And we would rejoice
together, that through him , whosoever believeth in him is justified
from all his iniquities. We confess our sins before thee, and our
need of a Saviour, and of salvation by his atoning blood . Con
vince us of sin ; bring us in deep self-abasement and humility of
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soul to the cross of Christ, and give us grace to believe in the name
of the Son of God. May we receive himn into our hearts, as all our
salvation , and all our desire and, giving ourselves to him in the
bonds of an everlasting covenant, may we walk so as to please him ,
and have our fruit untc holiness, and the end everlasting life.
Save us and cur fellow -believers from a spirit of unbelief. May we

profit by the example of the saints, whether it be intended to warn
us of our danger, or to animate us to growing diligence in the work
of our salvation. May the errors into which they fell through an
evil heart of unbelief, be the means ofsaving us from sinning against
God in a similar manner ; and may we ever be followers of their
faith and patience. Lord, lead us not into temptation ; keep us
from dishonoring thee , by distrusting the promises of thy word,
and limiting the holy One of Israel; and employing any means but
those which God has sanctioned and approved for the fulfilment of
his purposes, and the promotion of the good of others. Be at our

right hand this day that wemay not be moved . Stablish our hearts
in thy fear ; strengthen us for every duty, and for every temptation ;
and whether we eat or drink , or whatsoever we do,may we do all to

thy glory.

Bless all who are near and dear to us.

Encompass

them with thy favor as with a shield . Bless all mankind . Let the
people praise thee : let all the people praise thee. May thy king.
dom come; and thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven .

Hear

in heaven, thy dwelling-place ; and whilst thou hearest, forgive :
for all that we would ask is in the name, and through the merits, of
Jesus Christ, our strength and our Redeemer . Amen.

SATURDAY EVENING .- MATTHEW XIV .

WE adore thee, O Lord, as the King eternal, immortal, and invis
ible — the only wise God. Thou doest according to thy will in the
armies of heaven, and amony the inhabitants of the earth ; none
can stay thy hand, or say unto thee , What doest thou ? Thou ma
kest the wrath of man to praise thee, and restrainest the remainder
of his wrath. All things are under thy control, and thou hast ar

ranged every event in Providence for the glory of thy great name,
and the good of thy people .
We bless thee, O Lord, that thou hast cast our lot in a land of
Christian light and liberty. We thank thee that thou hast given us
the knowledge of the everlasting gospel ; and that we are permitted
to make profession of our faith under the protection of the civil au

thority. Give us grace to value and to improve our privileges :
and to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Sa
viour, Jesus Christ.

We desire to acknowledge, with deep humility , the sinfulness and
depravity of our hearts ; the estrangement of our affections from
thee, and the numberless transgressions which we have committed
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We have broken thy commandments times and ways

without number; we have despised the warning voice of thy provi
dence ; we have turned a deaf ear to the merciful invitations of the

gospel. Our righteousnesses are as filthy rags ; we are altogether
as an unclean thing in thy presence.

Blessed be thy name, there is a fountain opened for sin and for
uncleanness, for the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusa

lem . In the riches of thy compassion thou hast sent thine only be
gotten Son to be the propitiation for our sins. It is a faithful say .
ing, and worthy of all acceptation , that he came into the world to
save sinners. O God, do thou give us an interest in him . Wash us

from all our iniquities in his atoning blood ; clothe us with his all
perfect righteousness , and impart to our souls the peace which has
been purchased through the blood of the cross, the peace which pass
eth all understanding ; and the joy in believing which is full of
glory. And save us from the power of sin , and enable us to walk in
the paths of righteousness for thy name's sake.
Blessed Jesus, thou who didst feed the hungry and heal the sick ,
do thou evermore feed our souls with the bread of life. Heal our

backslidings, receive us graciously, and love us freely ; and enable
us to render unto thee the calves of our lips. In every season of

difficulty and danger , be thou present to deliver us : that our souls
may live and praise thy name.
Preserve us, o God, during the darkness of this night. Give us
refreshing sleep : and if it be thy holy will, do thou raise us up on

the morning of the sabbath day. Wewould hail with gladness, the
approach of this day of holy rest. May we be prepared for improv
ing it aright. May thy name be hallowed, and may our sabbaths on
earth be anticipations of the rest which remaineth for the people of
God , in heaven . We commend to thy holy keeping, all who are
near and dear to us. May they be blessed with all spiritual bless

ings in heavenly places, in Christ Jesus. We pray for all men.

May the knowledge of the Lord soon cover the earth as the waters

cover the sea. In every place may incense and a pure offering be
presented to the Lord . Comfort the afflicted : prepare the dying for

death , and teach us to live in mind of our latter end. Hear our
prayers, and accept of us in Christ Jesus our Lord , and to thy name
be the glory . Amen .

Fourth Werk .
SABBATH MORNING . -- PSALMS XIV. XV. XVI.
GRACIOUS and merciful Jehovah , we look up to thee as the God
in whom we live, and move, and have our being. Thou didst
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breathe into our nostrils the breath of life, and thy merciful visita
tion sustains our spirits. We lay ourselves down and sleep : we

awake again ; for thou, Lord, sustainest us. We thank thee that
thou hast been pleased to spare us to behold the light of this day.
We bless thee that it is the day which thou hast made ; the day of
the Lord. May we have grace to account it a delight, the holy of
the Lord and honorable ; and may we be enabled to honor it, not

thinking our own thoughts, or speaking our own words, or doing
our own works. Especially may we be enabled to remember, with
faith and holy joy, that on this day of the week our blessed Re
deemer rose from the dead ; the first- fruits of them that sleep ; and
may we have it, as the testimony of our consciences, that we are
risen together with him , our affections being set on the things which

are above ; the things which are at the right hand of God, where

Jesus Christ sitteth . May we be in the Spirit on thy holy day, spir
itually minded , which is life and peace .

We would confess, with deep humility, our misimprovement of
the means of grace, and the scantiness and deficiency of the fruit
which we have brought forth unto thee. Justly mightest thou say,

with regard to us, 'Cut them down, why cumber they the ground ?'
and justly mightest thou remove ourcandlestick out of its place, and

give our privileges to others who should bring forth more abund
antly than we the fruits of righteousness. But, behold , thou waitest

to be gracious. Thou continuest to give us free access to a throne

of gracee hear the calls forgive our day,with the

of grace. Our eyes see our teachers ; and, on each returning sab

bath , we hear the call addressed to us, 'Let us go into the house of
the Lord .' Mercifully forgive our unworthiness ; cast all our sins
behind thy back, and visit us, this day, with the light of thy coun .

tenance and the joy of thy salvation . May we profit by every open
ing of the mouth, and know , in our happy experience, that it is good
for us to draw near to God.

Thou hast said that thou wilt dwell with him that is of an hum
ble and contrite spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble , and to re

vive the hearts of the contrite ones. Visit, this day, we beseech
thee, the tabernacles of Jacob, and supply the wants of thy people
who may be reluctantly detained from the house of prayer. Speak
peace to their souls, and give them bread to eat which the world
knoweth not. Have mercy on the sabbath -breaker, and the despiser
of thine ordinances, and give them true repentance ere it be too late,
and their feet stumble on the dark mountains.

Go forth with thy servants everywhere in the preaching of the
everlasting gospel. Let thy word have free course and be glorified .
May the ignorant be enlightened. May the hardened and impeni.
tent be convinced. May the mourner be comforted . May believers

be built up in thy holy faith. May this day be a time of refreshing
from the presence of the Lord ; and may great grace be upon us all.

And to thy name, in Christ, be all the praise. Amen .

SABBATE EVENING.]

FOURTH WEEK .

SABBATH EVENING - PSALM XVII.

O LORD, thou art very great ; thou art clothed with honor and
majesty. Thine understanding is infinite — thy wisdom is unsearch .

able— thy kingdom ruleth over all. When we consider thy heavens,
the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars which thou hast or
dained , it well becomes us to say, What is man, that thou art mind .

fulof him ? and the son of man , that thou visitest him ? Blessed be
thy name, unworthy though we be, thou hast permitted, yea, com .
manded , us in Christ Jesus to regard thee as the object of our con
fidence and love ; - in our perplexities to look to thee for wisdom to
direct us, in the consciousness of guilt and sinfulness to cast the bur
den of our sins and our infirmities upon thee ; and in the hour of

temptation and duty, to rely on the grace which thou hast promised
to give us abundantly . Thou hast been the dwelling- place of thy
people in the generations that are past, and thou wilt be their refuge
and their strength in the generations that are yet to come. May it
be given unto us to believe on the name of the Son of God, and be

lieving, may we have life through his name. May Christ be made
unto us wisdom ,and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.
We unite in thanking thee, O Lord, for the mercies and the priv .
ileges of this thy holy day ; for the opportunities which we have en .
joyed in public or in private of waiting upon thee, and for every good
impression which may have been made upon our minds by the ordi
nances of thine appointment. We would be humbled before theo
when we think of the sins of our holy things, of the distraction of

our minds, and the coldness of our affections while engaged in the
solemn services of religion ; and the imperfection that has cleaved
to our purest desires and our most holy and devout aspirations.

Lord , show us thy mercy in the forgiveness of the sins of this day, and
in pouring out so rich and abundant a blessing on our solemn reli
gious observances, as shall assure our hearts before thee, and enable
us on looking back on this day 's spiritualsacrifices, to say that a day
spent in thy courts is better than a thousand .
Gracious Lord, perfect that which concerneth us. Confirm every
good impression made in the private exercises of religion , or in the

house of prayer. Hold up our goings in thy paths, that our foot
stepsmay not slip. Weknow that thou wilt hear us ; keep us as the
apple of thine eye : and let not our spiritual enemies prevail over us:
Give us the victory over the fear of man : and animate us to stead .

*fast and persevering obedience by the assured hope of a glorious
resurrection.

Bless thy word preached and heard this day. Let not the seed
which has been sown, be caught away by the wicked one, or wither
away before temptation and persecution , or be choked by the cares,

or the pleasures, or the riches of the world ; but may it be as good
seed sown in a good soil, and bring forth in some a hundred fold, in
some sixty, in sime thirty.
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Watch over us during the darkness of the night, and, if it be thy
will, raise us up in health and comfort on themorning of the com

ing day. Prepare us for all thy will and all our duty . May good
ness and mercy follow us all the days of our life ; and may we dwell
in the house of the Lord forever. For all that we ask is for Christ's

sake, to whom , with the Father and blessed Spirit, be glory and do
minion , forever and ever . Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . – GENESIS XXVIII.

Bless the Lord , O our souls, and all that is within us be stirred
up to bless and to magnify his holy name. It is a pleasant thing to
give thanks unto the Lord ; to sing praises unto thee, ( thou Most
High ; to show forth thy loving-kindness in the morning, and thy
faithfulness every night. Thou hast never left thyself without a
witness on the earth : we would remember the wonders done of old ,
O thou Spirit, who didst speak to the fathers by the prophets. Thou

art he who made a covenant with Abraham ; who taught thy ser
vant Moses from the flame of fire in the bush ; who gave the living
oracles from Sinai; who brought up Israel from Egypt, through the
wilderness ; who showed beforehand to thy church , by type and
symbol, the great things which were to come. In these last days

thou hast spoken to us by thine own Son. We have seen what
many of old sought to see, and were not permitted ; we have bold
ness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus. Our souls would
magnify the Lord ; our spirits would rejoice in God our Saviour.

Now , lettest thou thy servants depart in peace , for our eyes have
seen thy salvation which thou hast prepared before the face of all

people , a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Israel. O
God , help us to see that we need a Saviour ; help us to feel that the

Lord Jesus Christ is the very Saviour we need ; deliver us from the
pride of heart which prevents men from embracing so humbling a

salvation as the gospel of his grace proclaims; dispose us to accept
of him humbly and heartily in all his offices, as our Prophet, and
Priest, and King. He is the only mediator between God and men ;

by him alone have we privilege of access to thee ; our only hope of
: heaven is in thy mercy through his blood . The Lord make us par
takers of his righteousness ; the Lord renew us after his image ; the

Lord sanctify us through his truth . We believe in him ; help thou
our unbelief. Build us up, stablish , strengthen , settle us in the
faith ; every day may we be drawing out of his fulness and living
to him . And O evermore, give us to enjoy the consolations of his
word in affliction ; to be guided by his counsel in difficulty and peril;
to be strengthened by his grace and truth in times of temptation .
May we find him an ever-present God ; may we never be ashamed

to confess him , and to remember him in his ordinances ; may we

devote ourselves heart and soul tr his service, and find strength to
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keep our vows. Lord , bless this family and all connected with us.
Be thou our Shepherd, and we shall never want. Deliver us from
the pestilence that walketh in darkness, and from the arrow that
wasteth at noon -day ; hide us in thy pavilion , and let thy banner
over us be love. Sanctify to us every sabbath we spend , every

chapter of thy bible we read, every prayer we offer up together at
thy footstool ; and let us never forget, that to whom much is given ,

of them much will be required. Hear in heaven thy dwelling-place,
our morning supplications, and forgive us, and accept of us in Christ
Jesus.

Amen .

MONDAY EVENING .— MATTHEW XV.
O LORD, we would receive it as a faithful saying, and worthy of
al acceptation , that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sin

ners. In his name, and through his merit, we would approach thee
in prayer ; our only hope of thy favor is for the sake of what he

did and suffered for us. O do thou show us more and more of the
perfection of his sacrifice, and the fulness of his compassions, and the
riches and freeness of his grace. Do thou send down the Spirit of
truth to open our understandings, that we may understand aright
those things which are spoken of him in the scriptures. Do thou
unite us to him by true and living faith ; do thou dispose us to

einmosthord our
o
l
strength , that our inmost hearts may cry out, None but Christ, none
but Christe! O let our souls be nourished by him , from day to day
id manna - the bread which came down from heaven
the hhidden
asmed the
cleave unto him as the Lord our righteousness, and the Lord our

and when they are ready to faint, let him be to us as water in the
wilderness, as a spring in the desert. Lord , deliver us from
thehypocrisy of those who desire to appear righteous before men ; who

are satisfied with a barren profession ; who have a name to live

while they are dead. God forbid that ours should be merely a
religion of show . Create thou in us clean hearts ; renew a right
spirit within us ; and by our daily walk and conversation , may we
approve the sincerity of our faith . Our earnest cry, morning and
evening, would be, Jesus, thou Son of David , have mercy on us.

O give us grace, to be humble, and importunate , and persevering in
our devotions ; let us wait patiently on the Lord, and though he

slay us, still trust in him . Lord , we pray for the downfall of Satan's
kingdom , and the triumphs of the Redeemer's cause among the
heathen nations ; we pray for peace and charity among all of every
name, to whom the tidings of salvation have come; we pray that
our Rulers may govern wisely and righteously our native land ; we
pray for our beloved Zion , that grace may be poured out abund
antly on all the ministers and all the congregations ; we pray for
the sick , the afflicted , and the dying : that all may find thee a very

present help in time of trouble, Accept of our thanks for thy good
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ness to us during the past day ; we commit is to thy care and keep
ing during the watches of the night ; underneath us ever be thine

everlasting arms. Hear and answer us in Christ Jesus. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . – GENESIS XXIX.
O LORD, thou hast said , that whatever we ask of thee in the
name of the Lord Jesus, believing, we shall receive. Lord, we be
lieve ; help thou our unbelief. We are by nature under the con

demnation of the law ; justify us through the blood of the great sac
rifice. We are corrupted in thought, and word , and deed ; renew
us after thine own image. Our understandings are darkened ;
enlighten us by thy good spirit. Our hearts are cold and hard ;
touch us with a live coal from off thine altar ; say unto us, Live ;
yea , say unto us, Live, and the time will be a time of love. We
are weak and helpless in ourselves ; let thy grace be sufficient
for us ; strengthen the things which remain and are ready to die.
We are dust, and return to dust again ; raise us up together, and
make us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

O help us

with all our heart, and all our soul, to love him who first loved us ;

may the love of Christ be the quickening, ruling principle of our
lives ; may we count all things but loss and dung, that wemay be
found in him , and do his will. Lord, deliver us from pride, from
hypocrisy, from envy , from all uncharitableness. Put it into our
hearts to hate all fraud and deceit ; to be honest in all our ways ;
ever to do to others as we would that others should do to us. Give
us that charity which is the bond of perfectness, which hopeth and
believeth, and endureth all things ; and impress on us evermore, the
new commandment of our Lord to his disciples, that they shouid
love one another as he loved them .' Accept of our thanksgiving
for thy preservation of us during the night that is past ; take us

this day under thy care and keeping ; lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil ; and all we ask is in the name of Jesus, our
strength and our Redeemer. Amen.

TUESDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW XVI.
O LORD, in thy presence, and at thy footstool, we would plead no
other merits than the life and death of Jesus Christ. We believe
that he is indeed the Christ, the Son of the most high God ; that he

is the Messiah who should come, and that we are to look for no
other. Thanks be unto him who carne in the name of the Lord to
save us ; hosannah in the highest ! Surely he hath borne our griefs
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and carried our sorrows; he hath loved us, ai i washed us from our
sins in his own blood ; he is willing to save to the uttermost all who

come unto him . See, O God, our Shield. Our souls would magnify
the Lord ; our spirits would rejoice in God our Saviour. O thou who

hast given thy Son for us, and wilt, for his sake, refuse no good
thing to them that ask thee, give us faith in the acceptance of his
finished work ; make him unto us wisdom , and righteousness, and

sanctification, and redemption ; help us to flee for refuge to the hope
of his gospel, and to rest in him as all our salvation , and all our de
sire . Lord, thou knowest our hearts ; speak to us, this evening, a
word in season . If our burden be a heart of unbelief, lift on us the

light of thy truth , and scatter all our doubts ; if we are weary and
heavy -laden, give us the rest of the covenant; if we have a name to

live while we are dead , the Lord send even on us an unction from
the Holy One ; if we are at ease in sin, without spending a serious
thought on death and hell, the Lord say unto us, live ; if we are
panting after the dust of the earth , and laying up our treasures here ,
O show us the vanity of this world 's cares and enjoyments , raise us

up out of the fearful pit, out of the miry clay, and put a new song
in our mouths, even praise to our God. We confess before thee the
sins of the day ; we resign us to thy keeping during the night.

Dwell thou ever in our household . While we live, may we live

to thee ; and when thou callest us hence,may death 'be gain to us.
Hear and accept of us, for Christ's sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . - GENESIS XXXI.

O God of Jacob, we would approach thee in the name of Jesus,
and adore thee in the glorious and endearing character of an elect
ing, a loving, a redeeming, a covenant-making, and covenant-keep

ing God. We would bless thee for the bible, that reveals thy char

nowever mysondrous la Past,by

acter, and contains a record of thy dealings with thy people of old .
Wewould rejoice in believing that, howevermysterious may be the

ways in which thou leadest the objects of thy wondrous love, thou
wilt keep them as the apple of thine eye, and bring them at last, by
the right way, into a city of habitation . Be pleased to make an

everlasting covenant with each one of us, and to manifest thyself

unto us, in another way than thou dost unto the world . Dwell in
our house as in thy Bethel, and let thy Spirit dwell in our hearts as
in his holy temple . Visit us with those communications of thy grace,

and intimations of thy love, and manifestations of thy glory, where.
with thou art sometimes pleased to refresh the souls, and lighten the
burdens, and sweeten the troubles, and guide the steps, and animate
the hopes, and elevate the affections of thy weary people . Of these

unspeakably precious privileges we are utterly unworthy, for our
sins are more numerous and aggravated than tongue can tell or heart
conceive ; but worthy is the Lamb that was slain , and in him thoú
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and a Saviour. Behold , O God , our Shield

Thou, in the riches of thy grace, and wonders of thy love, hast been
pleased to appoint thy Son to be thy people's shield from the cor
ruption of their own nature, the fiery darts of the wicked one, the
temptations of the world , and the curse of a broken law . Enable us,

by thy Spirit, to put on and employ aright this shield for the pur
poses for which it is provided. Let Christ be our all and in all
Let him be precious to each one of us. In our wants let us have

faith wherewith to draw out of his fulness ; in our weakness let us be
found leaning on him for strength ; in our fears let us realize the

might of Jesus ; in our transactions with our fellow - creatures let us
imitate his example ; and in the multitude of our thoughts within us,
about sin , and the world , and salvation, and death, and eternity , let

Calvary's cross be the star to guide us ; and the grace of the Sufferer
the themeof our praise , and the foundation of our hopes. Whatever
be thy dealings with us this day, forbid thatwe should dishonor thy

name, or grieve thy Spirit ; and however painful may be the duties
or trials to which we may be called , let us be supported under them
by the assurance we have that the God of Jacob changeth not, and
that those whom he hath once loved, he loveth, and guideth, and
protecteth unto the end . Should the world frown on us, let us have

the smiles of thy countenance. Should we be in perplexity, let the
God of Bethel direct us. If enemies pursue our souls, let us know
thee as our hiding-place. If we be called to sickness or death, let

the Lord hear, and the name of the God of Jacob defend us. With
ourselves we would bear on our spirits all with whom we are con
nected. May they be a seal on the heart and on the arm of the

great high priest before the throne. May our friends be friends of
Jesus, and may our enemies receive forgiveness through his blood.
Let all the children of affliction be sanctified and comforted by the

Holy Ghost. Let the dying be prepared for their great change.
Let the troubled in mind have from thyself the peace which the
world cannot give. Let ministers of the gospel be faithful and suc

cessful. Let thy kingdom come. Hasten the time, Lord, when the
posterity of Jacob shall believe in Jacob 's God, and when all the na
tions of the earth shall be blest in Jesus Christ, and participate in
the glories of his reign. We would thank thee for thy care of us
through the past night, and for the mercies of the morning. We
would bless thee for all thy goodness towards us in time past.
Whatever trials we may have experienced we still acknowledge

that we have more reason to sing of mercy than of judgment, and
it is because thy compassions fail not that we are not consumed.
Help us to honor thee through the day. Keep us from evil. Sanc
tify us wholly. Let no weapon formed against us prosper. Let us

be found in Christ, and then we shall be safe in life, and death , and
through eternity. IIear, pardon , and accept us for his sake, and tbe
glory shall ever be thine in him . Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING.]
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WEDNESDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW XVII.
O LORD God , thou art the wonderful one. Thou art wonderful

in thyself, and wonderful in all thy works and ways. Thou art
specially wonderful in thy redeeming love. Wewould bless thee
for a Saviour, and that Saviour every way worthy of theGod that

provided him , and infinitely suited to the guilt and misery of the
poor objects for whom he is provided . May it be given us, on his
behalf, to believe in his name, and to behold his glory. May we
now so realize thy gracious presence, as that we shall have reason

to say from our sweet experience, ‘ Lord , it is good for us to be
here. Let us feel our hard hearts melted and enlarged by a sense
of our personal interest in Jesus ; and let the eyes of our minds be so

opened , as that we shall behold the evil of sin , and the worthless
ness of everything worldly, in comparison with the excellency of the

knowledge of thy beloved Son, in whom thou hast declared thyself
well-pleased . Holy Father, enable us, by thy Spirit, to accept him
as our friend,by loving him ; as our guide, by following him ; as our
Saviour, by trusting in him . Let us have pardon of sin , and peace
with thee through his blood . As thou art well-pleased with him , be

well-pleased with us for his sake. Adopt us into thy family . Give
us thy Holy Spirit. Create in us clean hearts, and renew right spir
its within us. Draw the desires of our souls towards thyself ; and

while we remain in the world , let us live near to thee, and by the
faith of thy Son . Let us realize and exhibit to the world the con
straining influence of his love. O let us be dying daily to sin , and
living continually to the praise of the glory of thy grace. Wewould
confess and lament the many sins of omission and commission ,
whereof we have been this day guilty. Weare indeed great sinners.
What a mercy to know that thy Son is a great Saviour, and that,
where our sin aboundeth , thy grace doth much more abound . Make

us debtors to the riches of thy grace, in Christ Jesus, for pardon and

eternal life. Wewould praise thee for the inany comforts of the
day. It is to thy unmerited goodness we are indebted for every
comfort . We desire to be enabled to bless thee even for our
troubles. It surely becometh us to bless the Lord at all times, and
in all circumstances. We would bless the God that withholdeth or
taketh away, as well as the God that giveth . Wewould love the

God that hideth his face from the house of Jacob , as well as the God
that shineth on our tabernacle. What shall we render unto the

Lord for all his benefits to us ? O to have hearts to love and praise
thee !

O to be enabled to say with Job , Though he slay me, yet

will I trust in him . We desire to commit ourselves and all our cou .
cerns to thy holy and fatherly keeping through the night. Enable
us to do it with the confidence of children . Be a wall of fire and

defence around us and our dwelling. Take charge of all whom we
ought to remember before thee. Upon our relatives, and well-wish
ers, and benefactors, we inplore thy special blessing. For our ene
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mies we implore forgiveness. Lord, increase our faith , that we may

do it from the heart. The sick , and the afflicted, and the poor, and
the dying, we would remember with compassion and sympathy.
May their diseases be healed, and their wants supplied, and their
spirits supported, and saved by the gracious Redeemer at thy right
hand. We would pray for ministers at home, and missionaries
abroad . May they have the spirit and presence of their Master, and
labor successfully in his strength . We pray for the edification of
saints and the conversion of sinners. In the seed of Abraham we
feel a peculiar interest. Lord, send deliverance to Jacob . Gather

the outcasts of Israel. Let them be taught by thyself that Moses
and Elias have surrendered their commissions to Jesus of Nazareth .
Let idolatry cease everywhere, and Jesus be crowned Lord of the
whole earth . Now , Lord , forgive the sin of this approach unto thy

presence. Prepare us for whatever thou art preparing for us. Pre.
pare us for the solemnities of a dying hour, and for the still more

awful solemnities of a judgment-day. And do all for thine own
Son 's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . - GENESIS XXXII.

OTHOU holy One of Israel, graciously condescend to look on us
now in the face of thine Anointed Son. We would bless thee for

him , and for all the privileges we receive for his sake. Wewould
bless thee for thy holy word, and for that portion of it, wherewith

we have been favored. Give us thy holy Spirit, that he may enable
us to accept Jesus, as he is freely and fully offered ; and that hemay
beget in our souls a holy understanding, aud relish, and remem

brance of thy word. We would admire and adore that God who
sent his angels to meet Jacob at Mahanaim ; that God who person.

ally wrestled with him at Peniel; thatGod who preserved him from
Esau , and who fulfilled the promise he had given at Bethel. We

need direction and salvation as much as ever Jacob did . Give us

what we need out of thine own riches in glory.

We deserve

nothing good, but thou delightest in mercy, and art more willing to
give than we are to take. O may the Spirit of grace subdue our in

iquities, renew our wills, enlighten our minds, and fill us with thy
peace . May thine angels minister unto us. May our souls be
found in Christ- washed in his blood - clothed in his righteousness,
and conformed to his image. May we have direction in difficulty,
support under trial, strength for duty, and victory over our spiritual
enemies. Of ourselves, we are weak and ignorant, prone to evil,
and exposed to innumerable dangers. But united to the Lord
Jesus, and exercising faith on his fulness, ind strength , and suf

ficiency, we can do all things that thou requirest of us. Let us go
through the wilderness leaning on him , and drawing by faith out of
his fulness, the supply of every want and grace to help us in every
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time of need . Let us be found walking with God, living near unto
him , enjoying a sense of his love, and realizing a covenant interest
in the God of Jacob. Preserve us from seeking our own wills and
ways. Let thy glory be continually in our view ; and as weare not
our own, but bought with a price, let us not fail to deny ourselves,
to take up the cross, and to follow the Lamb whithersoever he
goeth : enduring, as seeing thee who art invisible, and purifying our
hearts , and conversation, and conduct by faith ; so that when the

solemnities of death overtake us, wemay be found meet for the en
joyment of that rest that remaineth to thy people.
We would thank thee for thy tender and gracious care of us
through the past night, and for the health , food , and raiment, and
other mercies of the morning. We desire to remember before thee,

all that are dear to us. May they be objects of thy providential
care, and subjects of thy saving grace ! If we have enemies, Lord ,
do thou forgive them , and increase our faith , that we may forgive
them from the heart. Have mercy on the children of affliction .

Spare useful lives. Prepare for death such as are appointed to die.

Bless with thy favor, and with the reviving, and sanctifying in .
fluences of thy Spirit, the established church in our land, and every

other denomination of professing Christians that desire the glory of
thy name, and put their seal to the truth of thy holy word ; and let
the time soon come, when divisions of human contrivance shall
cease, and when, as there is but one Lord, there shall be but one
faith . Let thy presence be with all faithful ministers of the gospel,
in public and in private ; and O forbid that they should forget the
account they have to render to thee of the trust committed to them .
Let the seed of Jacob, scattered everywhere , be gathered unto Shi

loh ; and let the idolatry of pagans and papists be destroyed by the
brightness of the coming of the Son of man .
We now desire to commit ourselves to thy holy care and keeping

through the day. Let the peace of God that passeth understanding,
fill, and keep our hearts and minds; and do thou perfect whatever
concerneth us. Pardon the sins of this approach unto thy presence.
Wash our persons and services in the blood of the Lamb, and the glory
shall be ascribed to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, now and forever.
Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW XVIII.

O LORD, thou art the high and holy One, in whose presence the
holy angels veil their faces and their feet with their wings ; yet,

high and holy as thou art, thou condescendest to dwell on earth
with the man that is of a contrite and humble spirit. To the lowly
in heart thou hast respect, but the proud thou beholdest afar off.
We would bless thee, this evening and forever, for what thou art in
thyself, and for what thou art to us in Christ Jesus. Glory be unto

that God that hath so loved us as to have sent his Son to die for us.
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Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift, and thanks be unto
him that consented to be given , and came in the name of the Lord ,
to seek and to save that which was lost. All of us are lost by
nature . By the fall of our first parents we have become guilty, cor
rupt creatures. We were shapen in iniquity and conceived in sin .
In our flesh there dwelleth no good thing. Our hearts, that were
originally intended to be a temple and throne to the God that made
us, have become nests of every unclean bird. They are indeed
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked . Our conduct
is in correspondence with the state of our hearts. Lord , convert

us to thyself. Create in us clean hearts, and renew right spirits
within us. Wehave now read and heard from thy word, that except
we be converted , and become as little children, we shall not enter

into the kingdom of heaven . Give us thy holy Spirit, that he may
quicken our souls by uniting us to Jesus. Let Christ be in us by

his word and Spirit, and let us be in him by a living faith . Let us
be made humble, and meek, and docile , and inoffensive, and forgiv
ing as little children . Let us bear the image of the God thatmade,
and the Saviour that redeemed us. Forbid that any of us should

deceive himself, or be deceived by others, with respect to his spirit
ual condition . All of us are too prone to be vain , and proud , and
selfish , and unforgiving. Let us be brought to the cross of Christ,
that in its light wemay see what we are, wbat we have done, what
we have deserved , and what grace must make us before we can

see God. Let the life we henceforth live be a life of faith on the
Son of God ; a life of holy and uniform obedience to thy law ; a
life of weanedness of heart from sin and the world ; a life of unre.
served devotedness to the praise of the glory of thy grace. Let us
realize, in our hearts and consciences, a vital and spiritual union to
Christ. Let us feel the efficacy of the atonement he hath made, and

let our conduct, in the various relations of life, exhibit the power of
genuine godliness. We would bless thee for the many mercies
of the past day. We cannot number them all. Surely thou art to

us a gracious God. We pray for the forgiveness of the many sins
whereof we have been guilty.

We would pray for mercy , not

merely to ourselves, but to all that need it. Do thou cause thy sal
vation to be known and believed by all men. Let the unbelief of
the Jews be ended . Give them thy Spirit, as a spirit of grace and
supplication , and then they shall look to him whom they have

pierced , and be saved. Put an end to the idolatry of papists and
pagans, and the delusions of Mahomet. Reform and purify the
Protestant churches. Unite them as one family.

Bicss our rulers

and all the inhabitants of our land. May they be a holy people
unto the Lord. Pity the sick and the dying. Comfort all that
mourn . Be the help of all that have no help in man. Let travel.
lers, on sea or land, be under thy protection. Let widows and or
phans find mercy in thee. Let our friends and well-wishers be chil.
dren of thine own, and realize their adoption into thy family. For.

give all our enemies, and bless them with the spirit that will make
them our friends. Watch over us through the night. May the
Shepherd of Israel be our shepherd Prepare us for alí the
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events before us. As our days are may our strength be. Living or
dying, may we be found in Christ, for all we ask is for his sake.
Annen .

FRIDAY MORNING . - GENESIS XXXIII.

ALMIGI TY and most gracious God, we approach the footstool of
thy throne this morning with grateful hearts, to make mention of

thy loving-kindness and tender mercy . Thou art the author of our
life , and to thee we are indebted for every blessing which sweetens
life , and renders it in any measure comfortable and happy. By thee
wewere called into being, and thy kind providence has hitherto sus
tained us. Ever since we drew the breath of life , thou hast watched

over us with all the tenderness and affection of a loving parent; and
amid much forgetfulness of thee, thou hast never for a single day
nor a single hour been unmindful of us, but hast daily loaded us

with thy benefits ; so that in looking back on our past life , and re
viewing all the way by which thou hast led us, we can set up our
stones of remembrance, and say, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.

Bless the Lord , O our souls, and all that is within us, bless and mag .
nify his holy name.

But alas ! O Lord, wemust confess, we have not requited thee as
we ought ; we have proved ungrateful and disobedient children ; we

have frequently transgressed thy laws, and violated thy holy pre
cepts ; and wert thou strict to mark our iniquities, we could not stand

before thee . Have mercy upon us, O God, according to thy loving
kindness ; and for the sake of thy Son, and our Saviour, be pleased ,
we humbly beseech thee , to blot out all our sins, to love us freely,
and receive us graciously . Create in each of us a clean heart, and

renew in us a right spirit, that we may henceforth live devoted to
thy praise and glory. Justify us freely by thy grace, and sanctify
us wholly by thy Spirit.

Thou hast raised us up to see the light and

enjoy the comforts of a new day ; enable us to spend it in thy fear.
Fit us for every duty ; prepare us for every trial. May we deny
ourselves to all ungodliness and worldly lusts, and live soberly ,
righteously, and godly . Be the God of this family, and of all our
dear friends and relations ; reward our benefactors and forgive our
enemies. We ask all in the name of him who has taught us thus to

pray, 'Our Father,' & c.

FRIDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW XIX.
O LORD our God, how excellent is thy name in all the earth ;
thou art God thyself alone, and besides thee there is none else . We

adore thee as the King eternal, immortal, and invisible ; the only
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Thou art from everlasting to everlast

ing, the same yesterday, to day, and forever. Thou didst create all
things, and thou dost continually uphold them in being. To theo
we are indebted for our existence, and for the exalted rank we oc

cupy in the scale of creation . We thank thee for having conferred
upon us more wisdom than the fowls of heaven , and more under

standing than the beasts of the field — for having made us intelligent
beings ; and rendered us capable of knowing, loving, and serving
thee : and deriving pleasure from the contemplation of thy works,
with which we are surrounded. We thank thee for the comforts
which, as a family, we enjoy, and for all the blessings of civilized

and social life. In an especial manner, we thank thee for having

cast our lot in a land of gospel light and liberty ; where we have
been made acquainted with thy character, not only as the God of
providence, but of grace : as in Jesus Christ reconciling a guilty
world unto thyself, not imputing to men their trespasses. We re
joice to read in thy most blessed word, that thou hast no pleasure in
the death of sinners ; that with thee there is forgiveness, that thou
mayest be feared, and plenteous redemption, that thou mayest be
sought after. We desire, O God , to receive Jesus Christ in all his

offices, as our Prophet, our Priest, and our King ; and to trust in him
alone for salvation. While we look to his atoning sacrifice as the

ground of a sinner's justification, we desire to look to his holy life as

the bright pattern for our obedience. O grant us the gift of the Holy
Ghost, to enable us to imitate his pure and spotless example . May

the samemind be in us which was in him . May we ever strive to

do justly , love mercy, and walk humbly with thee our God. En
able us to discharge aright all the relative duties of life ; and thus
manifest that we are indeed the disciples of Jesus. May we set our
affections on things above, and not on things on the earth ; using
this world as not abusing it.

O God, we thank thee for the mercies of the past day : for pre
serving us in our outgoings and incomings; and supplying all our
returning wants. Watch over us during the night, and defend us
from all ill; pardon our sins, and accept of us in Christ. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING .– GENESIS XXXV.
O LORD our God, thou hast been the dwelling-place of thy people
in all generations. Thou art the God of Abraham , Isaac, and Jacob .
Thou didst reveal thyself unto them , as full of mercy and compas
sion ; thou didst protect them in the season of danger, and support
them in the hour of sore temptation .

Thou hast never, at any pe

riod of the world , left thyself without a witness. Our fathers trusted
in thee, and were not put to shame; they found thee a present help

in the time of need, and that all thy gracious promises were fulfilled

in their behalf. We rejoice to believe that thou art an unchange
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able God, and that thine arm is not shortened that it cannot save ;
neither thine ear heavy that it cannot hear. We draw near unto
thee this morning, believing that thou art everywhere present, and
the bountiful rewarder of all those who diligently seek thee. We
desire to seek thee, O God, with our whole hearts ; and to place our
selves under thy special guidance and protection . Whom have we
in heaven, O Lord, but thee ? and there is none on all the earth
our souls desire besides thee.

Thou alone canst impart to us those

blessings of mercy and grace , which we need ; thou alone canst par.
don our multiplied transgressions, and blot out our sins ; thou alone
canst sanctify our corrupted natures, and make us holy . Have

mercy upon us miserable sinners, and for the sake of him who died
for guilty men, extend unto us thy pardoning mercy, and thy sanc
tifying grace. Adopt us into the number of thy spiritual family ,

and make us partakers of the blessed privileges of thy children .
Create in each of us a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within

us ; lift upon us the light of thy reconciled countenance, and uphold
us by the right hand of thy righteousness.
O God, thou knowest our frame, thou rememberest that we are

dust; teach us so to number our days, as to apply our hearts to
heavenly wisdom . Help us daily to bear in mind that this is not our
resting-place ; that our breath is in our nostrils, and that soon the
place which now knows us, shall know us no more forever. May

we spend every day as if it were to be our last, in making prepara
tion for our latter end ; so that when we come to die , death may to
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we respectively stand in need. Bless our native land. Prosper the
interests of pure and undefiled religion in the midst of us. O have
pity upon the sick and afflicted , and prepare the dying for their
great change. All we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW XX.
WE adore thee, O Lord, as the sovereign ruler of the universe .
Thou didst create all things by the word of thy power, and thou
dost continually uphold them in being. Thou rulest in the armies
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of this lower world, and none
can stay thy hand from working, nor say unto thee , What doest
thou ?

We bless thy name for the assurance thou hast given us in

thy most holy word, that, though thou inhabitest eternity, and re.
ceivest the homage and worship of angels and archangels, thou con
descendest to dwell with men on the earth , and thou lendest a kind
and compassionate ear to the supplications of thy human family .
We rejoice to contemplate thee, O God, as seated on a throne of
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mercy, and holding out the sceptre of peace to the returning sinner,
saying, As I live I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but

rather that they should return unto me and live. Thy name and
memorial to all generations is the Lord, the Lord God merciful and
gracious, long -suffering and slow to anger, and plenteous in redemp

tion , and therefore we have boldness and confidence to come into

thy presence, and take thy holy name into our polluted lips. We
have sinned against thee, O God , and have done very wickedly.

Our own hearts condemn us for many violations of thy law , but we
rejoice to think that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin ,
and that its cleansing efficacy is freely offered to the very chief of
sinners. O grant that we may have redemption through his blood ,
and the forgiveness of all our sins. We thank thee, O Lord, for our
distinguished religious privileges. Thou hastmadeknown to us the
unsearchable riches of thy grace, and called us out of darkness
into the marvellous light of the gospel. O give us grace to walk

worthy of our high and holy calling ; that it may never be to our
condemnation that we are so highly favored . Enable us to bear in
mind that to whom much is given, of them much shall be required ;

and that it shall be more tolerable for those in the day of judgment
who have never heard of the name of Christ, than it shall be for us,
if we neglect this great salvation . May we be active in doing our

Master's work ; diligent in business, fervent in spirit, serving the
Lord ; laying up a good foundation against the time to come. We
thank thee, O Lord , for the many tokens of thy favor and friend

ship , vouchsafed to us during the week that is just about to close .
During its progress many equally deserving have been cut down as
cumberers of the ground . We are still spared , the living monu

ments of thy mercy. May we live devoted to thy praise and glory.
O prepare us for the solemn services of an approaching sabbath .
May our minds be freed from all distracting cares, and be ready to
receive the engrafted seed of the word, that we may grow thereby .
O thou, who never slumberest nor sleepest, watch over us during the
unconscious hours of rest. Let no evil befall us, let no plague como
nigh our dwelling. Sleeping or waking, living or dying, may we be
thine. And to thee, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, one
God, be ascribed all glory and praise, world without end. Amen .

Fifth Work .
SABBATH MORNING. – PSALM XVIII.
O Lord, thou bast been the dwelling-place of thy people in all
generations ; a very present help in every time of trouble . We
adore and bless thee as our rock and our fortress, and our deliv.
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erer; ourGod, and our strength , in whom we will trust. We thank
thee for all thy past goodness, and for the abundant encouragement
which thy frequent interpositions in our behalf afford us to confide
in thy future care and mercy. Thou hast been our stay in the day
of our calamity. How often hast thou enlightened our darkness ;
shielded us from danger ; girded us with strength to combat with

temptation ; and made the way of safety and ofduty plain before us ?
O Lord, thy way is perfect : thy word is tried : thou art a buckler to
all them that trust in thee. Impressed with a sense of thy good
ness, we would now humbly and gratefully devote our lives to thy
service. Who is God , save the Lord ? or a rock , save our God ?
Other lords, in time past, may have claimed and received the hom .
age of our hearts ; but henceforward we will love thee, O Lord , our
strength : we will be called by thy name, o our God, who alone art
worthy to be praised . Not only art thou entitled to our affection
and obedience, as our Creator and benefactor, thou hast redeemed
us from the snares of death and the sorrows of hell, and not spared
thine own Son , but delivered him up that he might save us from our
enemies and from the hand of them that hate us. Therefore will we
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, continually , and sing praises unto

thy name.

Strengthen our feeble resolutions, we beseech thee.

Confirm our imperfect and wavering fidelity.

Teach our hands to

war and our fingers to fight ; and let not our goodness be as the

morning cloud, or as the early dew , which passeth away. May this
sacred day, and the services in which we are to engage, be sanctified
for this end to our souls.

May the day recall to our thoughts the

dying love, the endless life, and the universal dominion of Him who
is the Lord of the sabbath ; who liveth and was dead , and is alive

for evermore , and who hath promised to be with his people always
in their worshipping assemblies, even unto the end of the world .
May thy house and service be a foretaste of heaven ; of that temple
which the Lord God doth lighten, and of which the Lamb is the per
petual light; and of that pure and blissful service which unites the
hearts and the harps of saints and angels in harmonious thanksgiv
ings before the throne of God and of the Lamb, forever and ever.

Be with all thy worshipping people. Especially bless,and strengthen ,
and encourage thy ministering servants. Deal bountifully with the

afflicted who are detained from thine ordinances. And enlarge, this

day, we farther beseech thee, the empire of thy Son, by giving him
everywhere the hearts of his enemies, and by making him , as thou
hast promised , the head of the heathen . Hear us, Ö Lord, we en

treat thee, and let the grace of thy Holy Spirit sanctify , and the
abundance of thy mercy pardon us, for he sake of Jesus Christ, our

only Lord and Saviour, to whom , with the Father and the Holy

Ghost, be glory everlasting. Amen.
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SABBATH EVENING . – PSALM XIX .
O LORD, we come before thee this evening, deeply impressed with
a sense of thy presence, and with the proofs which everywhere sur.
round us of thy being and perfections. Thou hast never left thy.

self without a witness. In our own circumstances, in our daily ex

perience, in the events of providence , in the blessings of our lot,
and in the afflictions and sorrows that try our patience and our
faith , we behold the working of thy hand, and adore the indications

of thy sovereign will and paternal care. Thou art never far from
any of us. Thou art present not only in the world without and
around us, but in our hearts and consciences. In a still small voice
thou proclaimest to every one of us, that verily there is a God that
judgeth ; that we are the clay and thou the potter ; and that we are
all the work of thy hands, and the subjects of thy government. But

blessed be God ,we are not left to find our way to the knowledge of
thy character, through the dark intimations which thy works and

ways afford . Thou hast addressed us in thy word ; thou hast spoken
to us by thy Son. Blessed be God for the glorious light of the gos

pel of Jesus Christ, by whom thy character and purposes have been
clearly revealed, and in whom thou art beheld, reconciling the world
unto thyself, not imputing unto men their trespasses.

This thy law ,

O Lord, is perfect, converting the soul : this thy testimony is sure,
making wise the simple. Enable us, we entreat thee, to set our seal
to every truth which thou hast been thus graciously pleased to make

known to us; acknowledging it to be very right; loving it because
it is pure ; delighting in it because it is clean ; and resting in it with

confidence , because it is true and righteous altogether. May its
effects correspond with its regenerating and sanctifying design.
May it enlighten our darkness, cure our folly , correct our preju .
dices, and supply an antidote to all our errors. May it prove a

source of purity to our affections, and of peace and healing to our
consciences and hearts. May it furnish us with comfort when we

are in trouble, direction when we are perplexed , support when we
are ready to stumble; and, when we are alled to die,may it sus
tain us with a calm and tranquil hope. U may we prize it more
than gold , yea, than much fine gold, and experience its consolations

to be sweeter than honey, and the honey -comb. And for the attain
ment of these ends, be pleased to accompany the reading and hear.
ing of thy word with the effectual teaching of thy holy Spirit.
May its sacred lessons, to which we have this day listened, be im .

thy word with to which we hax by the finger

printed upon our memories, and written by the finger of God upon
the fleshly tables of our hearts. May it be in us as a well of water,

springing up unto everlasting life ; supplying us with principles and
motives, rules and admonitions, consolations and encouragements,

suited to our respective characters and dispositions, and to the vari
ous temptations, relations, and circumstances in which any of us

may be placed. May it teach us the knowledge of ourselves and of
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our errors ; be sanctified as the instrument of cleansing us from

be delivento thy heaveThese, outthe m

secret faults, and of restraining us from presumptuous sins : may we
be delivered by it from every evil thought and work , and be pre
served unto thy heavenly kingdom , upright and innocent from the
great transgression. These, our prayers, are now before thee. Let
the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts, - let
our supplications for ourselves, for our friends, for the church of
Christ, and for our brethren of mankind, which we now present to

thee through of our brethren ves for our fir

thee through Jesus Christ, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our
strength and our Redeemer.

Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . – GENESIS XXXVII.

O LORD, thou hast led us and fed us all our life hitherto. Thou
hast been with us in our going out and in our coming in , and all
thy ways towards us have been mercy and truth .

Thou art our

God , and we will praise thee : thou hast been our fathers 'God , and
we will exalt thee. In the midst of thy benefits we would not be

unmindful of the hand that bestows them ; nor forget, in the abund
ance of temporal blessings, that we are but pilgrims and strangers
on the earth .

By faith we would realize better enjoyments than

any which flow in the channels of this world ; and raising our hearts
to thyself as our portion, and to heaven as our rest and our home,
we would sojourn here as in a strange country , looking for a city
which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God . In every

relation of life , enable us to bear upon ourminds the duty which we
owe to thee and to one another . May we be concerned to promote
thy glory, and to advance the eternal interests of our fellow -men , by

our endeavors and example. May we be preserved from the weak .
nesses, as well as from the corruptions into which good men have at
any time been betrayed . May our whole intercourse with society be
conducted on the principles of the Gospel of Christ, and be a copy
of the meekness and wisdom , the purity and love, the firmness and
the gentleness , of Him who did no sin , neither was guile found in
his mouth ; who was in the world , but not of it ; who was alive to all

our affections, but divinely superior to all their infirmities and im .
perfections. May all in whom we are interested, share with us in
the bounty of thy providence, and in the grace of thy Spirit. Pre
serve them from the evil that is in their own hearts and in the

them be led astray bir own hearts pirit. Pre

world. Let not the young be led astray by the error of the wicked.
Let them not promise themselves impunity in the ways of sin . Let
them not yield to the first motions of corruption, or look with in

dulgence on the early risings of passion. O let them bear in mind
the precipice over which so many have been dragged, who have
given way to the devices and desires of their own evil hearts ; and
let them tremble, lest, surrendering themselves to the indulgence of

an ungoverned will, they should share the misery of those who can
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not cease from sin, and who shall utterly perish in their own cor
ruption. Sanctify the heart of man , O Lord, aswell as restrain and

overrule the evil that is in it. Diffuse through society the Spirit of
thy Son. May love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, and all
the fruits of the Spirit spring up in the intercourse ofman with man ,

instead of those works of the flesh, which prey upon the heart of in
dividuals, waste the peace of families , and convert the world into a
scene of distrust and discord, violence and division . May all events
be directed and overruled with a view to the universal extension of
the Redeemer's reign of righteousness and peace. And may the
hearts of thy people, firmly settled in the belief of thy word, wait

patiently , while they strive earnestly , for the accomplishment of thy
promise, that the wilderness and the solitary place shall yet be glad,
and that the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. All that
we ask is for the sake of Jesus Christ, to whom with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, both now and forever. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW XXI. 1 - 22.

O LORD, who hast so loved the world as to send thine only -begot
ten Son, not to condemn, but to save it, be pleased to open our ears
to the joyful sound which proclaims his mission, and to open our

hearts, that we may admit him to that place in our affections, which
is due to him that cometh in the name of the Lord to save us. May
we be profoundly affected with the great love wherewith he hath
loved us ; and while he stands at the door and knocks, may our
hearts answer to his call, and may we hasten to lift up the gates and
to open the doors, that the king of glory may come in . Blessed
God, who hast not been repelled by our guilt and the manifold dis
orders which prevail in our souls — the sanctuary on which thou

God pen the doorbis call,and me at the dookovewhere

didst impress the image of thy glory — show thyself strong, we be
seech thee, for our deliverance from the corruptions which have
established themselves in our hearts, and set up the throne of thy
Son in the living temple which he claims as his own. Sprinkle our
consciences with his most precious blood, that the deep stains of our

transgressions, against thy will and commandment, may be blotted

out. Purify our affections by the sanctifying influences of thy Holy
Spirit, that the will to transgress , the desire to sin , may no longer
prevail over us. Touch the springs of godly sorrow , of grateful rec

ollection, of willing, cheerful, cordial obedience, that our soul, body,

and spirit, may be holiness unto the Lord, an habitation of God by
the Spirit. As lively stones may we be built upon the foundation,
disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious ; and,
being built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, may we offer
up continually spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
And as thou hast permitted us to pray, not only for ourselves, but

also for others, be pleased, we beseech thee, to open the hearts ofour
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brethren of mankind to the love, and faith, and obedience of the
gospel of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Thy Son hath come
into the world ; let it not always be true that the world knoweth

him not : he hath come unto his own ; let not his own forever persist
in receiving him not. Multiply the number of those who, in meek .
ness , humility , and love, receive him , and to whom he gives power

to become the sons of God. May our friends and kindred, our ac
quaintance and neighbors, joyfully hearken to his voice. May thine
ancient people behold in him the promised representative of their
father David . And may the time be hastened, when men every .
where shall be blessed in him , and all nations shall call him blessed .
Now , blessed be the Lord our God, the God of Israel, who only
doeth wondrous things : and blessed be his glorious name forever ;

and let the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen and Amen.

TUESDAY MORNING . - GENESIS XXXIX .

O God, who reignest over all, and whose eyes are over the right
eous, and his ears open unto their cry, we now draw near unto thee,
as the dwelling-place of thy people in all generations, their refuge

and their rock , whose name is a high tower, into which the righteous
runneth and is safe. We delight to contemplate thee as the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; as his God and our God , his

Father and our Father. What are we or our Father's house, that it
should be so with us ? Behold , O God , we are vile : what shall we
answer thee, O thou preserver of men ? We are utterly unworthy
of all the truth and all the mercy thou hast shown unto thy servants .
But, Lord , it is not our worth that is the measure of thy grace, and
therefore, O God , our hearts are glad . Glory be to God in the

highest that thy love is everlasting ; that we have been found of thee
when we sought thee not. Do thou, who didst promise to be with
Jacob in all places whither he went, and to keep him and bring him

again in peace,who leddest Joseph like a flock, by the hand of Moses
and Aaron, be our God and our guide even unto death . Grant unto
us, we beseech thee, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, an inter
est in all the blessings of the everlasting covenant, which is well
ordered in all things and sure. Let thine Almighty Spirit dwell in
us, and lead us in the way of truth and holiness, even in the way
everlasting, and bring us at last to thy tabernacles. O our heavenly
Father, do thou , who didst preserve thy young servant from violent

death and the snare of the wicked one, who didst deliver him from
anguish and oppression, when his feet were hurt with fetters, and
he was bound in affliction and iron, keep our souls from death, our
eyes from tears, and our feet from falling. Keep us by thy mighty
power, through faith , unto salvation . Let thy presence ever go with
us. Help us to be ever with thee, to act and to endure as seeing

thee who art invisible, that in the wiles and temptations of the
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devil, the world , and the flesh, we may say, Shall we do this great
thing and sin against God ? Do thou, who art able to keep us from
falling, preserve us without spot and blameless to the coming of the
Lord Jesus. Help us to fear God , and to have no other fear ; to be
faithful in all our relations, that others, seeing our good works,may
glorify thee, our Father in heaven . We thank thee for the rest of

the past night. Guide us this day in the way that leadeth to the
rest that remaineth for the people of God . Guard us from all evil.
Let integrity and truth preserve us. Make thy word a lamp to our
feet and a light to our path. We commend us and ours to thy
mercy and care ; our friends to thy favor, our enemies to thy for
giveness and blessing ; and all men to thy gracious compassions.
And all that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW XXI. 23 -46 .
ALMIGHTY God, we now would bow down before thee, in the

name of Christ, and humble ourselves in the dust at the thought of
the impiety and rebellion of our hearts, our too frequent contempt

of thy word and commandment, our self-righteousness, formality ,
and pride, in refusing to own the authority of him who made, pre
seryes, and redeems us, and rejecting ever the Son of God , who
loved us, and gave himself for us. O mostmerciful God, teach us,

from the lessons and examples set forth in thy blessed word, to learn
there our own character and conduct, our waywardness and guilt ;

and while our hearts accord in condemning the perverse obstinacy
and cruel enmity of thine ancient people to thy truth and to thy ser.

vants, and their awful guilt in crucifying the Son of God, o let us
not forget that by nature we are no better than they, and that

wherein we have been made to differ, we have been entirely the
debtors to thy grace. Let us not be high -minded, but fear. Help
us, O God , to shun their guilt, that wemay not experience their fate;
lest, if we reject Christ, hemay reject us, and our candlestick be re
moved out of its place. For ifGod spared not the natural branches,
let us take heed that he visit not us with greater condemnation.
For we sin against even higher privileges and greater light. We
pray, heavenly Father, that we may be led to behold , with supreme
reverence and affection , the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin

of the world ,' and to whom all the prophets gave witness. O may
we come to his rising, and rejoice in his light. May we behold him
as the Sun of righteousness, and receive and rest upon him as ' Je

hovah our righteousness.' Let his blood , shed by men who knew
not what they did , be applied by the Holy Spirit to our souls, to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness, lest, if we receive it not for par.

don and sanctification , it should rest upon us to our eternal condem .
nation. May it purge our consciences from dead works to serve the liv.
ing God. Let the samemind be in us which was also in Christ Jesus,
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who did no sin , neither was guile found in his mouth ; who his own
self bare our sins in his own body on the tree , that we, being dead to
sin , should live unto righteousness. We thank thee, O God , for all
the encouragements vouchsafed in thy word even to the chief of sin
ners, and the abundant provision made in the person, character, and
work of our blessed Redeemer, for their comfort and salvation . Let
us not proudly despise any, but seek their peace and salvation . We
pray for the peace of Jerusalem . Let them prosper who love her.

O God, have mercy upon Zion . Heal her breaches. Return , O God ,
and visit this vine which thine own right hand hath planted. Gath
er in the lost sheep of the house of Israel, with the fulness of the
Gentiles, that the wilderness and the solitary place may be glad for
them , and the desert rejoice and blossom as the rose ; till the thirsty
land become a pool, and the dry land springs of water ; and all the
ends of the earth may draw water out of the wells of salvation , and

sit under the shadow of him whose name is the Branch , with great
delight. We unite in thanking thee for our great and numerous
privileges. Help usto improvethem , rememberingthat to whom much
is given ,of them also much shall be required. We thank thee for the
common bounties of thy providence. Thou hast made our cup run
over, and goodness and mercy have followed us all the days of our
lives. Accept, in the name of Christ, our thanksgivings for the
mercies of the past day. Forgive, for his sake, the sins that have
marked its course ; purge our hearts and consciences in that blood

which cleanseth from all sin . Watch over us during the night. Let
thy banner over us be love. Refresh us with needful rest. Restore
us to thy service if spared to see a new day. If called hence, as we
may be before its dawn , receive us, O God , to thyself. We com
mend ourselves, our friends, and relatives, into thy hands. Bless

and forgive those who may have injured us. Be gracious to the
sick and distressed . Bless all in authority. May they be ministers
of God for good. Prosper Zion, and build up the walls of Jerusa

lem , and let the glory of the Lord speedily cover the earth . Hear,
and accept, and answer us, for our Redeemer's sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . - GENESIS XL.
OUR Father who art in heaven, we, thy sinful and dependent chil
dren,would now come into thy presence, to offer thee the homage of
our hearts, and the obedience of our lives, beseeching thine accept
ance in the name of him whom thou hearest always, and in whom

thou art always pleased. Thou art God alone, and besides thee
there is none else. Thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure
they are and were created at the first. Thou art the sovereign ruler
and supreme disposer of all beings and of all events, and none may
say into thee, What doest thou ? Of thee, and through thee, and to
thee are all things, to whom be glory forever and ever. How de
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lightful to thy children the thought that thine eyes are in every
place, and thy kingdom ruleth over all ; that a sparrow cannot fall
to the ground, nor a hair from our heads, without our Father. We
therefore, O God, with humble confidence and love, would cast our
selves anew upon thy care, putting our trust under the shadow of thy
wings. We pray that thou, the God of Abraham , Isaac, and Jacob,
who didst so tenderly and wonderfully preserve and conduct Joseph ,

thy young servant, in his trials and sufferings, who didst comfort and
sustain him in the anguish of his soul,and in the house of bondage,
mayest sustain and guide us in this the place of our pilgrimage.
Help us, O God, to be faithful in the duties to which we are called ,
and the trials we have to meet ; to recognize thy wise and gracious
hand in all that befalls us, and to be followers of them who, through
faith and patience, are inheriting the promises. May we profit by the

examples of thy holy word, seeing that whatsoever things were writ
ten aforetime were written for our learning, that we, through pa
tience and comfort of the scriptures, might have hope. Help us to
draw water, for our comfort and refreshment in this wilderness, out

of these wells of salvation . We especially pray that the Spirit of all
grace may enable us to set the Lord Jesus Christ always before us, as

the great object of our faith , revealed in the scriptures, for they are
they which testify of him , as the author and finisher of it, and as our

great example ; the leader and commander of his people ;' the light
to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of his people Israel. Pardon

and purify us by thy Spirit, in the blood of Christ. Create in us, O
God , clean hearts ; renew right spirits within us. While serving thee,

our God , in faithfulness and truth, teach us to maintain in our spirits
compassion for the sufferings of our fellow -men , remembering that
we ourselves are in the body, and liable always to be bound with

them .' We this day renew our expressions of thanksgiving for all
our personal and social mercies, privileges, and blessings. Let thy
goodness lead us to repentance. While thou hast restored us to the
enjoyments and the duties of a new day, and art causing the outgo
ings of the morning and evening to rejoice over us, let thy presence
this day go with us, and compass us with thy favor as with a shield .
We commend to thy compassionate regards, all the families of the
earth ; our friends; all whom we love, and in whom we are interested ;
bless them in timeand for eternity. We pray for ourenemies. Bless
thy church. Extend the borders of Zion . Build up the waste places,
the desolations of many generations. Pity the distressed. Comfort

all mourners; and do for us exceeding abundantly , above all we can
ask or think, for Christ's sake.

Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW XXII. 1 -22.
U GOD, the Ruler of heaven and earth, the King of kings and

Lord of lords, God over all, blessed forever, we would, this evening,
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with hearts filled with gratitude for thine infinite grace and conde

scension , and awed by thy glorious majesty, render thee our un .
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that every one that thirsteth, and he that hath no money — that the
wretched and miserable, the poor, the blind, and the naked are en .
couraged and invited to come to the marriage supper of the Lamb,
to eat and drink the bread and the water of life , to sup with him and

he with us. Lord, we are utterly unworthy of this glorious grace.
Not unto us, not unto us, but to him that loved us and washed us

from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests
unto God , even his Father, to him be the glory and dominion for
ever and ever. O Lord, preserve us from the guilt of rejecting the
invitations of mercy. Deliver us from all hardness of heart, and

contempt of thy word and commandments, from all worldliness and
indifference of spirit ; and keep us back from all presumptuous sins ;
let them not have dominion over us. O clothe us with the Re

deemer's righteousness. Renew us in the spirit of our minds.
Grant unto us humble and sincere hearts ; and preserve us from all

formality and hypocrisy, from daring to mock our Saviour, by pro
fessing to be his, and coming before him as his people come, when
in truth we are deceivers and enemies. Let us be stirred up to

search and try our ways ; and do thou , O God , search and try us,
and see if there be any wicked way in us, and lead us in the way
everlasting.

Correct us, O Lord , but with judgment, lest thou bring

us to nothing. Grant, O God, we beseech thee, that at last we may
be approved of our Lord , and made joyful forever in his presence,
with exceeding great joy . We thank thee for all themercies of the

past day. Lay not our sins to our charge. Come over the moun .
tains of our provocations this day. Rectify our improper tempers,

dispositions, and affections. Give us the rest and sleep of thy be
loved . Should another day dawn upon us in life, let it be in the
light of thy countenance ; and do thou give us peace. We renew
our prayers for all for whom we ought to pray , in all our relations,

and in the merciful and benevolent spirit of our holy faith , and after
the example of our blessed Lord ; and all thatwe ask is for his sake.
Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . - GENESIS XLI.

O THOU , who art the hearer of prayer, unto thee shall all flesh
come. Enable us to approach thee by that new and living way
which thou hast opened and consecrated by the blood of Christ.
May we know , from our happy experience, that it is a good thing

to draw near to God . Weadore thee as the infinite and self-exist
ent Jehovah ; the omnipotent and glorious Creator ; the universal
and eternal Lord . Thy character is adorned with every amiable
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attribute ; with all moral excellence. Thou art good unto all; and
thy tender mercies are over all thy works. Teach us to venerate

thy glorious majesty ; to love and delight in thy holy and excellent

perfections ; and to place our confidence under the shadow of thy
wings. We confess and lament our great unworthiness. Wehave
sinned against heaven and in thy sight.

We have forfeited thy

favor and lost thine image ; and we deserve nothing at thy hands
but indignation and wrath forever. Wewould take refuge in Christ,
in whom thou art reconciling sinners unto thyself. Behold us in

him ; let thine anger be turned away from us for his sake ; give us
acceptance in the Beloved . Cause us to experience the sanctifying
power of the truth , as it is in Jesus ; and make us altogether such as

thou wouldst have us to be. May thy good and holy Spirit quicken
to us the means of instruction and edification with which thou hast

favored us ; and sanctify us in spirit, in soul, and in body ; and make
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.

Teach us to feel our dependence on thy bounty , and to glorify thee
in receiving and in using the gifts of thy providence. We rejoice

that our great High Priest has the administration ofthe affairs of
the world ; and that he who died for us orders all things according

to the counsel of his will, for our education and training for heaven.
Make us contented and thankful, and to set our affections on things
above. We thank thee for rest and preservation during the night.

Keep thy good hand around us during the day on which we have
now entered . Set a guard upon our thoughts. May our medita
tions of thee be sweet and profitable .

Preserve us from all evil,

especially from sin . Supply all our need. Direct our way. Quicken
and strengthen us in duty and in trial, and preserve us into thy
heavenly kingdom . Let our prayer come before thee as incense,
and the lifting up of our hands as the morning sacrifice, for the sake

of our great Mediator and Advocate. And to thee, O Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, be everlasting praise. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW XXII. 23 -46.

O Thou great and glorious Jehovah, who art the same yesterday,
to -day, and forever, the infinite , self-existent, and eternal God, we

would come unto thee through themediation of him in whom thou
hast revealed to us thyself, thy character, and thy dispensations, and
by whom alone we are permitted to approach thee. Give us the
spirit of grace and supplication , and manifest thyself to us as thoi
dost not unto the world . We adore and thank thee that, having
spoken in former times to thine ancient people by the prophets, thou
hast, in these latter days, spoken to us by thy Son ; that, having re
vealed thyself to them as the God of Abraham , of Isaac, and of
Jacob, thou hast made thyself known to us as the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Enable us to regard thce, in the exer:
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presence, purchased for us by the blood of the eternal covenant.
May the prospect of it sweeten our present existence, and soothe our

present sorrows. May this hope, which we have in Christ, prove a
powerful instrument in the hand of the Spirit of grace and holiness ,
to purify our souls, even as he who is the object of our faith is pure.
May we learn to love thee with our whole heart, and soul, and
strength , and mind, and to love our neighbors with a sincere, and

cordial, and ardent affection. May we delight in thy word , and es
teem all thy precepts, concerning all things to be right. May we
grow in a holy and affectionate obedience to thy will, and in con

formity to thy character ; and be at length prepared for beholding

thy face in righteousness, for walking with Jesus, for associating
with angels, and for the services and enjoyments of a holy heaven .

We thank thee for the privilege of hearing the voice of Jesus speak
ing to us in the scriptures. May what we have read of his word

this evening, furnish sweet and profitable meditation to us, while we
retire to rest upon our beds. May thy presence be about us during
the silent watches of the night. May we, as the objects of thy love,
enjoy refreshing sleep, and be kept safe under the shadow of thy
wings ; and, if it be thy good pleasure, may we awake in the morn .
ing and find ourselves still with thee : or, if this night should con .
clude our pilgrimage on earth, may we awake to find ourselves with
Christ in paradise . We ask all in his name; and to the Father,

Son, and Holy Ghost, we would ascribe the kingdom , the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING .– GENESIS XLII.
ALMIGHTY and most glorious God, thou art the Author and Sov.
ereign of universal nature . Of old didst thou lay the foundations
of the earth , and the heavens are the work of thy hands. The sea

is thine, for thou madest it ; and thy hand formed the dry land.
Thou makest grass to grow for cattle, and herbs for the use of man.
The eyes of all wait upon thee, and thou givest them their food in
due season . We are entirely dependent upon thy bounty, for our
being, and for our well-being. Teach us to acknowledge thee in all
our ways, and thy hand in all our comforts and enjoyments . When
thou withholdest from us that which is good , or inflictest upon us

any suffering, may we devoutly acknowledge thy sovereignty and
justice, and say from the heart, it is the Lord ! let him do what
seemeth him good ! We confess, O Lord , our manifold and highly
aggravated sins ; that we are unworthy of the least of thy morcies ;
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and deserve nothing at thy hand but indignation and wrath forever.
We praise and adore the unspeakable mercy which thou hast mani.
fested in the humiliation, obedience, and sacrifice of the Lord our
righteousness. We rejoice that it hath pleased thee, that all fulness
of spiritual and heavenly blessings should dwell in him for the
benefit, and comfort, and salvation of our poor, destitute and perish .
ing souls. May the Holy Ghost draw us to that store-house of good
things which is laid up in Christ, and enable us to put forth the
hand of faith to take of the things that belong to him , so that out
of his fulness wemay receive even grace for grace. May we know
our spiritual need. May we hunger and thirst after righteousness.
May we open our mouths wide, and be satisfied with good . Lord,
increase our faith . In the season of trial may we look to that Rock
which is higher than we. May thy strength be made perfect in our
weakness. May we not faint in the day of adversity. May we look
out of ourselves, and find to our own sweet experience, that through
Christ strengthening us, we can do all things. May we rest in the

Lord. May we in patience possess our souls, and find that, in the
end, those things which appeared to be most against us, were work .

ing together for good to us; for our joy and comfort here , and our
perfection and glory hereafter.

We acknowledge the gracious providence which has sustained us

during the night, and brought us to the beginning of a new day.
We commit ourselves to thy protection , and guidance, and favor,

throughout the course of it. May all our need, temporal and spir
itual, be graciously supplied according to thy glorious riches by
Christ Jesus. May thy glory be this day and every day the aim ,
and thy holy will the rule, of our lives. And when we have finished
our pilgrimage on earth, may we be received into the Canaan that
is above. May our prayer come up before thee with acceptance, and

may we receive an answer in grace and mercy, for the sake of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

FRIDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW XXIII.

O LORD, holy and omniscient, who beholdest the inmost recesses
of the soul, who triest the reins and heart, and who art of purer eyes
than to look upon sin without infinite abhorrence , we beseech thee

to cause the portion of thy most blessed word, which thou hast now
permitted us to read and meditate on , to make a deep, and salutary,

and lasting impression upon our minds. May the solemn and alarm
ing rebukes which proceeded from the lips of the holy Redeemer, in
the days of his flesh, and which have been recorded for our warning
and instruction, suitably affect our consciences. Thou knowest, and
we would consider for our self-humiliation , that we are by nature no
better than those whose pride and selfishness, iniquity, cruelty , and

unbelief called forth the holy indignation of thy gracious and con.
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descending Son. May thy holy Spirit savingly impress this convic.
tion upon our hearts. May we perceive more clearly our need of

thy pardoning mercy, and of the precious benefit of the prevailing
mediation, and atoning death, and perfect righteousness of Christ.

Forgive, in thy great compassion and kindness of thy love in him ,
all that thou seest in us inconsistent with thy purity , and opposed to
thy will. And give us grace to understand our errors and un .

worthiness, and to detect and put away from us the plague of our
hearts. Do thou, the God of peace, sanctify us wholly , bringing
down every imagination, and every high thing which would exalt
itself against the knowledge and authority of thy law , and bringing
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ. May our
affections be spiritualized, our hearts purified , our desires elevated.
May our wills be renewed more and more, until they become entirely
conformed to thy will. May we yield our members instruments of

righteousness unto godliness. And may our whole spirits, and souls,

persourofreour Lord Je
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sus Christ. We adore and bless thee for the continued protection

and bounty of thy providence ; for all our personal and domestic
comforts ; for all our temporal blessings ; for all our religious privi.

leges; for the unspeakable gift of thy Son, who hath purchased for
us all our enjoyments and all our hopes. May we have a covenant
interest in the gifts of thy providence. May all things be ours,
sanctified to us by the grace and Spirit of Jesus. And may we
have a growing experience of those spiritual blessings which are the
special provision made in the covenant for the good of thy children .

We commend ourselves this night to thy care and love. O thou
who keepest Israel, watch over us, and preserve us in safety, and, if
it be thy holy and blessed will, bring us to see the light of a new

inorning.

Let the light of thy countenance shine upon us ; and

whether we wake or sleep ,may we be with thee. Graciously accept
of our worship, and hear our prayers, for the sake of him whom

thou hearest always. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . – GENESIS XLIII.
ALMIGHTY and most gracious God , thou art the Ruler as well as
the Creator of all things. All things are in thy hand , from the
greatest to the smallest. Not a sparrow can fall to the ground
without thine appointment. Thy footsteps are often in dark and

stormy waters, but justice and judgment are the habitation of thy
throne. Though at times thou humblest thy creatures in the very
dust, and barest thine arm in the infliction of overwhelming calam
ity , yet mercy is mingled with thy darkest judgments, and thy pur
poses are as kind as they are wise. Particularly towards thine own
people, thy dealings are dealings of mercy and love. Thou re.
joicest over them to do them gos '. Thou leadest them by ways
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which they know not, and thus vindicatest thy claims as a sove
reign . But thou art ever promoting their welfare, helping on the

work of their sanctification, increasing their joy, confirming their
faith , and reviving their hopes. We desire to cast in our lot with
them , and to rest in safety under the shadow of thy wings. Teach us

to acknowledge thy hand, from day to day, in ordinary as well as
extraordinary events. Let us be concerned to be the objects of thy
care and love, as our God in covenant ; and from the singular array

of thy providential dispensations in promoting our spiritual im .
provement, let us be able to derive some measure of assurance, that
we are indeed of the number of thy chosen . Help us to bear in

mind that growth in grace and in the knowledge of Christ should
be our grand and daily concern ; and let us feel, that whatever fur.
thers this should be acknowledged as good, however, for a time,
painful to the body, or distressing to the mind . Weaken the ties
which bind us to the things that are seen and temporal; and , de
pending on thy Spirit, help us to travel on through the wilderness,
earnestly seeking a better country, and striving to attain a meetness
for it. Especially, O God, when we are visited by affliction , may

we not only regard its season as one of very solemn duty , but be
concerned to improve it as one of endearing privilege. May our af
flictions impress us more deeply with our own sinfulness , lead us to
form an higher estimate of the value of thy favor, and teach us to
consider habitually the shortness and uncertainty of life, as well as
the vanity and insignificance of the world . We thank thee for the
mercies of the past night and this morning.

As we have entered

on a new day, we most humbly entreat thy guidance and blessing

amidst its duties and cares. Remember the human race in thy great
mercy. Send the truth of salvation abroad into all lands. Visit
the afflicted ; comfort and support under the pressure of trouble ;
awaken and sanctify largely by means of it. Bestow upon our kin
dred and friends the joy of thy salvation . Prepare us for all the
events which are before us. Forgive our manifold and aggravated
transgressions ; and graciously hear our prayers, for the Redeemer's
sake. Amen.

SATURDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW xxiv . 1 - 28 .

ALMIGHTY God , thou art just and righteous, and all thy words are
faithful and true. Though thy name and thy memorial, in all gen

erations, have been the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious ,
forgiving iniquity, transgression , and sin ; yet thou wilt by no means
clear the guilty. Thou hatest sin and lovest righteousness ; and

thou art angry with sinners every day. It is matter of thankfulness
to us, that while this is thy character, it has pleased thee to reveal

thyself as the God of patience , and to declare that judgment is thy
strange work . May we not be of the number of those whose heart
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is set in them to do evil, because sentence against an evil work is

not executed speedily.

May the consideration of thy ' goodness

lead us to repentance.

May we remember the tokens of thy dis

pleasure against sin , exhibited for warning in ancient times. Thou
didst sweep away the world of the ungodly by the great flood.
Thou didst destroy with fire the cities of the plain . Thou didst send
twice into captivity thy chosen but disobedient people . And at a
later period , when the blood of the Lord of glory rested on them

and their children, thou didst bring the destroying armies of the
heathen into their land , and utterly destroy their temple and city.
O teach us to learn from these events the exceeding sinfulness of sin ,

the importance of deliverance from

its condemnation and power,

and the indispensable necessity of an interest in the death of thy

Son . We thank thee that salvation has been placed within our

reach , and that we have been called to look unto Jesus as the ‘ Lamb
of God who taketh away the sin of the world . May we cleave to
him with a lively faith , and in a state of intimate and endearing

union with him ; may we be enabled, by thy Spirit dwelling in us,
to purify ourselves, even as thou art pure. Forbid that our privi
leges should lull us into security, or lead us into presumption . Let
them rather quicken us to serve thee. Wewould remember thine
ancient people the Jews, whom thou hast made a by -word among all
the nations of the earth . We thank thee that there is a time fore

told in thy word when thou wilt gather them into one, and when
thy kindness and mercy towards them will return . Hasten that
happy time. Have respect unto thine ancient covenant. Let not

the thick veil of unbelief continue to blind the descendants of thy
friend and servant Abraham , but let the light of the glorious gospel
sbine into their minds. Let all Israel be saved, and their sins and

iniquities remembered no more. We acknowledge thy kindness
during the past day, and rejoice in the near prospect of the sabbath.
Remember the heathen , and cause thy saving health to be known
among them . Prosper thy cause wherever it is known, and crown
it with glory . Sanctify affliction . Let it be the means of rendering

savingly impressive the precious truths of thy word . Show mercy
to our kindred and friends, and embrace them within the bounds of
thy new and better covenant. Dwell in the midst of us. Bless all
themembers of this household . May those who are more advanced

be strong in faith , and may the young be fervent in piety. Prepare
us for the solemn duties of the sabbath. May it be a day of trium
phant power in all the congregations of thy saints. Forgive our
sins, and answer our prayers, for Christ's sake. Amen .
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SABBATH MORNING - PSALMS XX. XXI.
ALMIGHTY God, we ascribe all praise unto thee , by whom alone
kings reign, and princes decree justice. Thou art the fountain of
power, and of all blessedness and honor.

Thy throne is above the

heavens, and angels and men, through all their ranks and degrees,
are subject unto thee. Thou only givest strength and victory.
Without thy blessing themightiest are weak , and the wisest are fool.
ish . We thank thee for the protection thou hast extended towards
thy church in all past times. Thou hast raised up kings and rulers
to be the instruments of thy providence in protecting and delivering
thy chosen. Thou hast most graciously heard the prayers of thy

people, when , with united energy , they have come up before thee in

behalf of thy servants. We gratefully acknowledge these things to
be proofs of thy love for the souls of men , for salvation is thy great
work, to the accomplishment of which , all events and dispensations
are made subservient. May we bear in mind that salvation is a
personal concern , and that our true wisdom is to secure an interest

in it, in the way and by the means which thou hast been pleased to
appoint. When we consider what thou hast done for thy church ,

and that her members are only precious in and through the work of
Christ,may we be led to prize that work more highly, and to rely
on it more unreservedly than we have hitherto done.

O give us

clear and comforting views of its wisdom and sufficiency ; and en .
able us to wait for the testimony of thy Holy Spirit, who alone
can guide us into all truth . Help us to acknowledge thee as the

source of all blessing, to trust entirely to thee in all our undertakings
and engagements, and to be careful to give thee the glory alike
of our worldly successes, and of our spiritual attainments . We re
joice that thou didst honor Christ with such wondrous victory .

We would honor and serve him as the Anointed of God , the king
of Zion, and the head over all things to the church . Subdue all his

enemies 'under him . Let the wicked, both among Jews and Gen .
tiles, be made to lie prostrate before the glories of the cross ; and let
the time speedily arrive when Jesus, the Mediator, will be hailed as
supreme, by the people of all lands. Bless our rulers and all in
authority over us. May they rulo for thy glory. We thank thee
for the return of the sabbath . Meet with thy people in their holy
assemblies. Bless the church with which we are connected . En

rich her ministers with a louble portion of thy Spirit. Encourage
her elders in their work and labor of love. Establish all her people
in their most holy faith . Bless the congregation with which we are
accustomed to worship . Let thy ministering servant, who is to pro

claim to us the message of life,be strengthened for his arduousduty ,
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and honored with tokens of success. Let thy people receive their
portion of food in due season . Let the careless be awakened , and
the openly wicked reclaimed . Go with us, whom thou hast merci.

fully preserved during the past night, to thy house of prayer, and
enable us to spend this day in thy service. Graciously hear our

prayers, and pardon our sins, for the Redeemer's sake. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . — PSALM XXII.

ALMIGHTY, God thou art the righteous Lawgiver and Sovereign
ofheaven and earth . We stand in awe of thy Majesty , which is un .
speakably great. Thou art clothed with light, as with a garment.
Thou art the holy One of Israel. Evil cannot dwell before thee, nor
fools stand in thy presence. All thy works are holy . Thy com
mandment is holy, just, and good . We abase ourselves in the dust,

for we have sinned against thee, and in thy sight. Though thou art
great, we have not feared thy greatness, nor had respect unto thy
glory . With desperate presumption we have trampled on thy law ,

and incurred its tremendous penalties. We are a race of sinners ;
the whole head is sick , and the whole heart is faint. Nor can we
help ourselves. We can render no sufficient answer unto thee. To
all men naturally, there is only a fearful looking for of judgment,
and fiery indignation . But ever-praised be thy name, that thou hast
had pity upon us. When we were ready to perish, thou didst come
to our deliverance.

Thy voice was heard declaring, ‘ Deliver from

going down to the pit ; I have found a ransom .' We bless thee for
that new and better covenant which was sealed with atoning blood,
and which includes in its wise provisions, pardon even to the chief
of sinners, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. We adore the

manifestation of thy glory in the doing and the dying of the Saviour.
• Herein is love, not thatwe loved God, but that he loved us ; and
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. We look back

with adoring wonder and gratitude on his advent in our world : his
life of sorrow , suffering, and shame ; and the awful agony which
preceded his death . Enable us to behold him as the Lamb of God,

who taketh away the sin of the world ; and, as we stand in faith at
the foot of his cross,may each of us, in reliance on his infinite merit,

exclaim , My Lord, and my God.' O that our guilt may be washed

s inlorhis
away in his blood, and our persons accepted
ne.complete ,;
wthe
Prininciltoken
g o ofnerighteousness
and that, as he was raised from the dead
complete
ness of his sacrifice, we may be raised with him to newness of life ,
and animated with the hope of sharing in his glory. As thou hast
exalted him to thy right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour ; may
he plead our cause there - reigt over us as our spiritual King, and
in us by his Spirit ; and under his mediatorial care , may we show
forth in our comfort and holiness , the unsearchable riches of thy
grace. Fill us with the peace and joy of thy children , that we may
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rejoice continually in the righteousness of the Saviour, and may de
clare its perfection and beauty abroad, from day to day .
Let the time soon come, when all nations shall know Christ, and
trust in him . Send forth the gospel with triumphant power ; and ,
as thou hast given the government of all things into the hands of
Christ, give him to reign in the hearts of all men . We thank thee

for this Sabbath -day, now drawing to its close. Bless a preached

gospel throughout the world . Keep thy good hand around thy
chosen ; rapidly increase their number, and sanctify the influences
of their holy examples. Dwell in the midst of us. Bless old and
young with thy salvation . Let our souls be in health , and prosper
before thee. Preserve us during the darkness of the night ; and
if spared to enter on a new day, enable us to walk in thy fear,

May we remember, for our direction and comfort, the truths which
we have this day heard . May a savor of divine things be kept
alive upon our hearts ; and growing in the purity and the heavenly .
mindedness of the gospel, may men take knowledge of us that we
have been with Jesus. Hear our prayers, and pardon all our sins,
for the sake of our Redeemer. Amer .

MONDAY MORNING . – GENESIS XLIV.

O LORD, thou art the King eternal, immortal,and invisible. Thy
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and thy kingdom ruleth over
all. None can stay thy hand from working, or say unto thee ,What
doest thou ?

Thou hast the hearts of all men in thy hand , and

turnest them whithersoever thou wilt. Do thou humble us under a
sense of our ignorance, of our entire dependence on thee , and of
our unworthiness of the least of all thy mercies. Give us a deeper
and more affecting sense of thy glorious perfections, of thy constant
presence with us, and of thine overruling providence. May we feel
more and more deeply that we are bound to acknowledge thee in

all our ways, and to set thee ever before us, and be enabled, through
thy Spirit, more fully and faithfully to discharge this duty. Do
thou lead us to view every event in our life, and every circumstance
in our situation, in connection with thee, the great ruler and dis

poser of all things, and in connection with the great purposes for
which thou hast created and preserved us. Grant, O God, that all
our afflictions and disappointments, whether traceable more imme.

diately to thine own agency, or to the instrumentality ofour fellow
men , may be made the means of impressing us with a deeper sense

of sin 's exceeding sinfulness, and of humbling us under a convic .
tion of the manifold and aggravated violations of thy law , of which
we have been guilty during all our past lives. May we be encour.
aged to confess our sins by the assurance that thou art faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous
ness. There is but one Mediator between God and man . There
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is no other name given under heaven among men whereby we can

be saved, but that of Jesus only. But we rejoice in the assurance
that thou hast laid the iniquities of us all upon him , that by his
stripes we might be healed. Grant that we may know more of him ,
and of the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his suf.
ferings, being made conformable to his death, that we may attain at
last to the resurrection of life. Enable us to love him , whom we

have not seen, and though now we see him not, yet believing what
thou hast revealed to us concerning his present power and authority,
may we rejoice in him , with a joy that is unspeakable and full of
glory. Assist us, O Lord, to discharge aright, according to thy
word , the various duties resulting from the relations in which we

stand to each other, and to our fellow -men . Bring us more and
more under the influence of that love which is the fulfilling of the
law , and grant especially that we, who are now assembled before
thee, may ever love another, out of pure hearts, fervently, as thou
hast given us commandment, and may be ever ready to make sac
rifices of our own ease and comfort, for the promotion of one an .
other's welfare. Blot out, O Lord, all our sins. Guide us ever by
thy counsel, preserve us from all danger and from every temptation ,
for all that we ask is in the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ,

whom thou hearest always. Amen.

MONDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW XXIV. 29 –51.
O GOD, thou art the hearer and the answerer of prayer, and unto

thee should all flesh come. Enable us to draw near unto thee,
through that new and living way which Christ has opened up, that

through thy Spirit helping our infirmities, we may worship thee

who art a Spirit, in spirit and in truth ; that with all bumility we
may confess our sins, and with all fervency offer up our desires,
for things agreeable to thy will and needful for our salvation. We
are indeed unworthy to come into thy presence , or to take thy holy
name into our polluted lips. Our hearts are naturally deceitful

above all things, and desperately wicked. We have still a law in
our members which wars against the law of our minds, and often
brings us into captivity to the law of sin and of death. During

this, and every other day of our past lives, we have been sinning
against thee, in thought, word, and deed . It is of thy mercies that
we are not consumed, and because thy compassions fail not, that we

are still in the land of the living, and in the place of hope. When
there was no eye to pity us, and no hand to help us, then thine own
eye pitied us, and thy right hand brought salvation . In the fulness
of time thou didst send forth thy Son, made of a woman,made
under the law , to redeem us who were under the law , and thou art

now , in Christ, reconciling a guilty world unto thyself, not imputing
unto men their trespasses. Herein O God, is love, not that wehave

102

SIXTH WEEK .

G
| TUESDAY MORNIN

loved thee, but that thou hast loved us, and given thine only begot.
ten Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Grant, Lord, that we,
beholding thee as thou art revealed in the face of thy Son, may be
constrained to love thee with all our hearts, to devote ourselves to
thy service, and to labor for the promotion of thy cause. While
we look back to Christ's humiliation, and sufferings, and death as
the only ground of our hope and confidence, and enter habitually
through faith into thatwithin the veil, whither he, as our forerunner,
is for us entered , may we also be enabled to look forward to the
period when he shall come a second time, without sin, unto salva
tion ; to be admired in his saints, and held in reverence of them
that believe, as well as to take vengeance on those who know him
not, and obey not his gospel. Thou hast appointed a day in which

thou wilt judge the world in righteousness, and in which we must
all appear before thy judgment-seat, to give an account of our ac
tions. Weknow not when this day may come, but thou hast told

us that as death leaves us, so judgment finds us, and we are daily
reminded that in the midst of life we are in death . Enable us,
under the influence of these truths, impressed and applied by thy
Spirit, to be ever watching and praying, lest we should enter into
temptation . Make it, O Lord, the great desire of our hearts, and
the object of our most fervent prayers and strenuous exertions, that
at whatever time the Lord may come, he may find us engaged in

his service, exhibiting the same mind which was also in him , and
pressed with the fearful consequences of being called hence while

still impenitent and unbelieving, and may the terrors of the Lord
concur with a deep sense of thy redeeming mercy, in constraining
us to give all diligence to make our calling and election sure , and
to be ever pressing towards the mark for the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus. Hear us and answer us, for Christ's sake
Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . – GENESIS XLV .

O LORD God Almighty, enable us to approach thee with profound
reverence and godly fear, regarding thee as glorious in holiness,
fearful in praises, and continually doing wonders, and remembering
that thou knowest our very thoughts afar off, and art intimately

acquainted with all ourways. There is no searching of thine under
standing. We can never, at any moment or in any circumstances ,
depart from thy presence or flee from thy Spirit. When we con :
template thy constant presence with us, thine unlimited dominion,
and thine immaculate holiness, it becomes us to be ashamed and con .

founded before thee. To us, indeed, belong only shame and confu .
sion of face, because we are sinners, but with thee there is forgive.

ness, that thou mayest be feared, and plenteous redemption, that
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thou mayest be sought after. Thou hast looked upon us with com
passion , in our low and lost estate. Thou didst say, Sare from going

down to the pit, for I have found a ransom .
help on one abie and mighty to save.

Thou hast laid our

Thou hast set forth thy Son

to be a propitiation , through faith in his blood, and when he had by
himself purged our sins, thou didst raise him up to thine own right
hand, and gave him glory , that our faith and our hope might be in

him . Enable us to place our sole reliance on what he has done and

suffered in the room of guilty men . May we be firmly persuaded
that he is able and willing to save, even unto the uttermost, all that
come unto thee through him ; and renouncing every other ground
of hope, and abandoning, henceforward, every attempt to establish a
righteousness of our own, may we rest on him alone for salvation, as
he is set before us, and offered to us, in the gospel. We would count

all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ, and
desire to be willing to bear the loss of all things, that we may win
him , and be found in him . May we cordially exult in the assurance,
that he who once died for sins and rose again for our justification , is

now seated at thy right hand, King of kings and Lord of lords, and
will make all things to work together for good to them that love
him . May we delight to trace thy wisdom , and forbearance, and
kindness, in thy dealings with thy people in every age. And assured
that thou canst easily bring good out of evil, and that they who put
their trust in thee shall never be putto shame, may we become every
day more resigned to thy will, and more disposed to regard with
thankfulness, all the dispensations of thy providence concerning us.
Uphold and comfort us by the assurance that, though clouds and

darkness are sometimes round about thee, yet that justice and judg.
ment are the habitation of thy throne. May we dwell more habit
ually upon all thy great and precious promises, and thus be encour
aged to lay aside every weight, and to run with patience the race that
has been set before us, until we attain to the end of our faith, the
salvation of our souls. Hear our prayers, forgive all our sins, and

do for us above what we can ask or think , for the Redeemer's sake.
Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING .- MATTHEW xxv. 1 -31.

WHEREWITHAL, O Lord , shall we come before thee, or bow our.
selves before the most high God ? We are sinful dust and ashes.
We have been all guilty of the folly of departing from the fountain
of living waters, and of hewing out to ourselves broken cisterns that

can hold no water. We have been spending our money for that
which is not bread , and our labor for that which satisfieth not. But
thou hast no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that

they should turn from their ways and live. Thou hast made Christ
to be sin for us, who knew no sin , that wemight be made the right
cousness of God in him .

Thou art now graciously inviting and be
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seeching us to be reconciled unto thee through Christ, and art assur
ing us, that them that come unto thee, thou wilt in nowise reject.
We must lament that we have neglected the great salvation , and
paid little regard to him who was speaking to us from heaven . We
have not been duly concerned to understand the nature of Christ's

kingdom , and to live like the faithful subjects of him who reigns in
it. Thou hast given us all many talents, capacities, and opportuni
ties for promoting thy glory, advancing thy cause, and securing our
own true welfare. To thee we owe all our worldly substance, and
all our sources of influence. Thou hast appointed the boundaries
of our habitations, and determined all the events which have be

fallen us. Thou hast fully made known to us thy will. Thou hast
imposed upon us the most powerful obligations to glorify thee in
our bodies, and in our spirits, and to devote ourselves, and all that

we have, to the promotion of thy purposes. And yet, O Lord, we
must confess that we have forgotten thee, the God that made us, and
lightly esteemed thee, the rock of our salvation. We have not spent

our time, or employed our worldly substance, or exercised our facul
ties under a due sense of our responsibility, and for the great ends

for which they were bestowed upon us. Wehave no excuse to offer
unto thee for our neglect and disobedience. We confess our guilt
and folly . We beseech thee to look upon us, not as we are in our
selves, but in the face of thine own anointed One, and for his sake
to heal all our backslidings, to receive us graciously, and to love us
freely, and let our iniquity be taken away. May we be comemuch
more diligent in thy service, and much more attentive to the work

which thou hast given us to do. Enable us to guard carefully against
everything that may tempt us to neglect the salvation of our souls,

or to fail in the faithful and diligent improvement of all our talents.
Impress us at all times with the conviction , that while we are to oc
cupy till Christ come, we must then give an account of all things
done in the body, and have our everlasting condition determined by

the improvement we have made of the talents and privileges thou

hast bestowed. May all that we have learned concerning thee, and
thy character, impress us with a deeper sense of our obligations to

be ever abounding in thy work ; and do thou communicate to us,
such supplies of grace and strength , as that we may all at length ,
having finished our course , and kept the faith, receive the crown of
life, and be admitted into the joy of our Lord . Blot out, O Lord,

all our sins, supply abundantly all our wants, and preserve us in
safety into thy kingdom , for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . - GENESIS XLVII.

O LORD, most mighty , most gracious, we would bless thee at all
times ; we would magnify thy name together . Clouds and dark
ness are round about thee, but justice and judgment are the babita .
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tion of thy throne. Thou givest not an account unto any, but in
exercising thy absolute sovereignty, thou dvest all things well.

Marvellously and graciously didst thou deal with thy people of old ,
God of Abraham , of Isaac, and of Jacob. And art thou not the
same yesterday, to -day, and forever, without variableness or shadow
of turning ? We thank thee for the fulfilment of the promise given
to Abraham of a seed in whom all the nations of the earth should be
blessed. That in accomplishment of that promise , thine only Son
took our nature, and obeyed and suffered the just for the unjust.

Wethank thee that Jesus Christ hath brought in an everlasting
righteousness. Holy Spirit, take of the things of Christ, and com
municate them to us. Communicate spiritual life to those of us
whom thou mayest see to be yet dead in trespasses and sin's. Fan
the feeble spark into a flame. Renew and sanctify each one of us,
day by day . Write thy law on our hearts , and make us a willing
people in the day of thy power. Yea, Lord , let thy law be a light
unto our feet, and a lamp unto our path . May thy statutes be our
delight and our counsellors. O God, bless, for our instruction and
direction , the portion of thy word that we have just read. Enable
us to cultivate kindly affections one to another. Unite in the bonds

of Christian love, those whom thou hast united by the ties of nature
and of blood . Make us forgiving and kind , as Joseph was. Make
us faithful and just, as well as kind , and affectionate, and tender
hearted, even as Joseph was faithful in all the house of Pharaoh .
And as in thy mercy (glory be to thy name for it) we have One
greater than Joseph to provide for us, o may we be submissive and

obedient to him who is our Saviour, placing confidence in his wis
dom , and power, and love. Throughout the pilgrimage of life, and
amidst the solemnities of death, may we remember and be cheered
by thy promises. We rejoice that they are all vea and amen in
Christ Jesus ; and that sooner shall heaven and earth pass away, than
one jot or tittle of them fail. If thou bringest us to hoary hairs,
wilt thou not be with us ? If thou takest us early away, shall not
that be gain ? O may thy presence go with us in all the journey .
ings of our pilgrimage, to protect and guide us. Be with us to-day

in every step we take, in every duty to which we may be called, and
whether we eat or drink , or whatsoever we do, may we do all to thy
glory . Hear and answer us, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW xxv. 31 -46 .

O LORD our God,weadore thee as the greatest,the wisest, and the
best of beings. We thank thee for the injunction to be careful for
nothing, but in everything, by prayer and supplication , with thanks
giving , to make our requests known unto thee. Seated on a throne
of grace, thou hast ordained thy Son Jesus Christ the mediator of a
covenant with thy people, which is ordered in all things and sure .
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But, O God, we would remember that, though now scated on a
throne of grace, thou wilt one day appear seated on a throne of
judgment. Deeply impress on our minds the fact that we are rap

idly ripening for the judgment. Lay bare to us our natural unpre
paredness for a day of strict impartial judgment. Lord , what can
the spiritual dead expect, but to be left in the power of death eter
nal ? But, most merciful God , we adore thee that thou hast made
provision, by the scheme of redemption, for communicating spiritual

life to those who are spiritually dead. We bless and adore thee for
that great mystery of the gospel, the union of believers with their
Saviour.

O unite us to Christ, that we may be partakers of the

spiritual and divine life that is in him . May we, being members of
Christ, be obedient and submissive to our glorious Head . May we,

being members one of another, love each other as we do ourselves.
Incline and enable us to do good to all as we have opportunity, espe
cially to such as are of the household of faith . Being the disciples

of a Master who went about continually doing good,may it be as
our meat and our drink , to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and
visit and comfort the poor and afflicted . Enable us to manifest the
reality and strength of our gratitude to Jesus Christ, by abounding

in works of faith and labors of love. O give us such a view of our

obligations to our Redeemer, as shall quell every feeling of spiritual
pride, and impress us with the conviction that, when we have done

all, we are unprofitable servants.

O Lord , what are we that thou

shouldest put it in our power to do any kindness to others ? Blessed

be thy name that, when we have nothing else to give, thou acceptest

of our smallest acts of kindness done for thy sake. Verily, O Lord,
this day's thoughts, and words, and acts, will make a part of our
account at the great judgment. Pardon what thy searching eye has
seen amiss ; for the sake of Jesus Christ blot it out. Give thy bless

ing on what we have been enabled to attempt in discharge of the
duties required ofus. Accept of our thanks for the mercies we have
received and for the comforts we have enjoyed. And now , O Lord ,
we would lay us down in peace, and sleep : do thou make us dwell

in safety, for Christ's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . – GENESIS XLVIII.
ALMIGHTY Jehovah , in whose hand our life is, we would come to
thee this morning by that new and living way which thou hast ap

pointed , even by Jesus Christ. Behold , O God , our Shield ; look
on the face of thine Anointed , and be well pleased with us in him .
Worthy art thou , O Lord, to receive all honor, and glory, and praise,

and blessing. Thou Lamb of God who takest away the sins of the
world , we rejoice in thine exaltation and glory . Hallelujah ! he
who died for our sins on Calvary, hath now on his vesture and on

his thigh, a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords. Lord
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Jesus, we trust in thee . Enable us rightly to understand and value
the blessedness of being numbered with thy people.

May we even

count the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in
Egypt. May we endure the difficulties and hardships of the Chris
tian life, as seeing him who is invisible. May we look not to the
things that are seen and temporal, but to the things that are unseen

and eternal. Keep us mindful of thy promises, O . faithfulGod, and
mav it be our strength to rest on them , and our joy to declare them
in the land of our pilgrimage. And as thou art justly entitled, in
the exercise of thy sovereign wisdom , to cross our inclination , and
order events very differently from our judgment,may we learn and
practise submission to thy will in all things. Our covenant God, we

earnestly beseech thee, become the covenant God of every member

of our family, and of all who are near and dear to us: then, O how
safe shall they be, and how satisfied and happy shall we be ; for, do

not all things work together for good to them who love thee ? May
we all be helpers of one another's faith , and live together as fellow

heirs of heaven.
O Lord, we bear about with us bodies of sin and death . May we
die daily . Let the instances ofmortality that we witness, lead us to
lav to heart our own latter end. We bless thee for the records of
thy people's triumph over death , which we find in thy word : for
the instances of it also which we have witnessed.

And 0 , when our

own dying hour cometh , let thy joy be then in our heart, and thy
praises on our lips. Like Jacob , thy servant, let our faculties then
be entire ; and let us be strengthened to bear our testimony in the
presence of beloved relatives, to the power and preciousness of the
gospel salvation . Wecast all our cares on thee this day. Keep us

mindful of our dependence on thee, and give us grace to ask thy
counsel and blessing in every step and duty of this day. With uni
ted thanksgivings for the mercies of the past night, we commend

ourselves to thy keeping and guidance, and all that we ask is for
Christ's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW XXVI. 1- 35.

O Lord our God, what shall we render unto thee for all thine un
merited kindness ? Thy mercies are new to us every morning, and
thy faithfulness every night. Thou makest the outgoings of the
evening and themorning to rejoice over us. May we see the hand
of our reconciled Father in every comfort we enjoy. Webewail the

corruption of our heart — the perverseness of our will — the sinfulness

of our conduct. How much of each hast thou this day seen in every
one of us ?

O for Christ 's sake, grant a free forgiveness. Cleanse

thou us, and we shall be clean. Enable us in every way to show
our love to the blessed Saviour. Let us never be ashamed of mani.
festing the sense that we entertain of his excellency. Suffer us not
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to deny him ; enable us to confess him before men . O Lord, we
mourn over the terrible depravity of our fallen nature as exhibited
by the chief priests of the Jews, and by that disciple who betrayed

his Master. Let us not forget that the same root of corruption is in

us. Blessed be God for restraining grace, that may have prevented
the gross out-breakings of this corruption . Lord , cleanse thou us

also from secret sins. O give us a tender conscience and a humble

spirit. Teach us to be very distrustful of ourselves, and to place full
trust in thee. O Lord, thou knowest all things ; thou knowest that
we love thee. By thy grace and Spirit maintain that love warm and

vigorous. Without a continual supply from thee, most gracious
Lord, it would languish and decay. Ő let none of us, like Peter,
shrink from acknowledging our connection with Jesus of Nazareth ;
though we should die for thee, we would not deny thee.

For, bles.

sed Saviour, didst thou not die for us ? Didst thou not remember
us with a most tender affection , even when thine own terrible ago .
nics were very near at hand ? Enable us rightly to call to remem

brance thy dying love, especially as often as we sit down at the com

zounion table. May the love of Christ constrain us to love him who
first loved us, and to manifest that love all day long, and every day

by a holy life and conversation. Let us be neither traitorous nor
self-confident disciples ; but create in us a clean heart, and renew in
us a right spirit, and perfect thy strength in our weakness. And

now , Lord, draw thou the curtains of safety around us. Let no sins
prevail against us : let no evil or danger come near our dwelling or
persons this night. Refresh us with slumber, and when we awake,
may we be with thee. O Lord, hear, forgive, and do, for Christ's
sake. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . - GENESIS XLIX .

UNTO thee do wedesire this morning to lift up our souls, O thou
that dwellest in the heavens. Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou

that leadest Joseph like a flock . Thou that dwellest between the
cherubim , shine forth. We thank thee for all that goodness of
which thou art ever affording us the most endearing manifestations.

We would bless thee, in an especial manner, for the great love
wherewith thou hast loved us in Jesus Christ, and for that display
which thou hast made of thy perfections, in the scheme of our re.
demption through him . We thank thee for the promise thou didst

make of old unto Abraham , that in his seed should all the families
of the earth be blessed ; to Jacob that the Shiloh should come ; and
to the patriarchs, that they should all be righteous. We thank thee
for themercy that prompted, and for the wisdom that planned, and

for the power that accomplished the great work of our redemption.
We would count it as a faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta
tion , that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Apply

i
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to each of us the efficacy of Christ's death for pardon and furifica .
tion. Create within us clean hearts, renew within us right spirits.

Restore to each of us the joys of thy salvation , and grant that, in
soul, body, and spirit, we may be preserved blameless unto the com
ing of the Lord . May we look to the cross of Christ, and yield to
those affecting motives which it presents to all holiness, both ofheart

and life. As we advance in life,may we grow in likeness to thee,
so that when , like the patriarch of old , we come to go the way of all
the earth , wemay be prepared for the enjoyment of that rest which
remains for the people of God , and be enabled to say with the apos
tle , that we know that when the earthly house of this tabernacle
shall be dissolved , we shall have a building of God , an house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. With ourselves we would,
this morning, be mindful of all our brethren of mankind . Add unto
thy church daily such as shall be saved . Give the heathen to thy
Son for an inheritance, and the uttermost ends of the earth for a

possession . Let the kingdoms of the earth become the kingdoms of
the Lord and of his Christ, and to him let the gathering of the people
be. Let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end . Abundant

ly bless our temporal provision, and let there be no want in our land.
Šanctify amiction to those who are afflicted, and prepare the dying
for death , and judgment, and an eternal world . Be very gracious,

we beseech thee, to our friends, and to all who are connected with us
by the ties of kindred, affection , or neighborhood. Encompass them

with thy favor as with a shield,and let the peace ofGod which pass
eth all understanding, keep their hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus. To thy guidance and protection we would commend our
selves this day, both as a family and as individuals. Do thou in
struct us to avoid the temptations that may be before us, or help us
to overcome them , and making it as our meat and our drink to do
thy will all the day long, may we walk in the fear of the Lord , and
the comfort of the Holy Ghost. Hear our prayers in these things,

and be pleased to send us an answer in peace, for Christ 's sake.
Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW XXVI. 36 –75 .

We thank thee, O Lord, for that liberty of access which we ever
have to the footstool of thy throne of grace. We desire to come be
fore thee this evening, as we are permitted to do in themultitude of

tby tender mercies, blessing thee for the assurance thou hast given
us, that thou art the hearer of prayer, and the comforter of all of us
in all our tribulations, and rejoicing to believe, that if we approach

thee in his name whom thou hearest always, thou wilt listen to our

cry,and wilt fulfil our petitions,and even ,while we are yet speaking,
wilt condescend to hear. O hear the prayer we desire to put up,
for mercy to pardon our offences, and grace to help us in time of

need.

We are sinners in thy sight, and we acknowledge before
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thee the need in which we stand of his salvation, who was wounded
for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities ; whose soul was

exceeding sorrowful, and who bore the chastisement of our peace.
Wepray for a conformity to the death of Jesus Christ. Seeing that
we are at enmity with thee, do thou reconcile us by the death of thy
Son . Knowing the plagues of our sinful hearts, may we seek shel.

ter beneath the sanctuary of his cross who was there lifted up as an
hiding -place from the wind and a covert from the tempest of divine
wrath, in whom we have redemption through his blood, even the

forgiveness of sin . And O, for his sake, do thou sendthy Holy Spirit

into our hearts. Without him we can do nothing well pleasing
in thy sight. Pour him out, therefore, in rich abundance upon us.

Work in us through him the whole of thy good pleasure, and the
work of faith with power. We thank thee for themercies of the
day. We commit ourselves to thy protection throughout the night,

and reposing beneath the shelter of thy wings, we will not be afraid
of the terror by night, nor of the arrow that flieth by day, nor of
the pestilence that walketh in darkness, nor of the destruction that
wasteth at noon -day. We would commend to thee the large family
of affliction. Hear the cry of the humble , revive the spirits of the
disconsolate, supply the wants of the needy, comfort those who are

bereaved , and prepare the dying for their great change. Hear our
prayers, and forgive our sins, for Christ's sake. Amen.

SATURDAY MORNING . – GENESIS L .

We desire, O Lord , to come before thee at this time, and to bless
thee for the rest and preservation of the past night. While many
since last night, have slept the sleep of death, many more been laid

down on beds of affliction, from which they shall arise no more , on
this side of eternity, we are preserved before thee in health of body,

and in soundness of mind ; — the living, O Lord, the living to praise
thee, as we desire to do this day. Thou hast preserved us, but our
time is both short and uncertain. Behold thou hastmade our days
as an handbreadth , and our age is as nothing before thee, and though

a man do live threescore and ten years, and rejoice in them all, yet
dost thou at last bring him to death , and to the house appointed for
all living. And the frailty we experience is the fruit of our corrup

tion . Thou with rebukes dost correct man for his iniquity ; thou
makest his beauty to consume away like a moth .

O humble us

when we think of our guilt in the sight of Almighty God . May
we betake ourselves to him who gave his life a ransom for many,
and his flesh for the life of the world , and died that he might put
away sin by the sacrifice of himself. One generation passeth away,

and another generation cometh . Jacob is not, and Joseph is not.
For there is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the

sjirit ; neither hath he power on the day of death , and there is no
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discharge in that war. But though man lieth down, and riseth not
till the heavens be no more, yet blessed be thy name, for the pros
pect of that glorious inheritance which thou hast revealed in thy

word, and confirmed by thy grace. Do thou grant thatwemay ever
have respect to it. Unlike the men of this world, may we remem

ber that there remaineth a rest for the people of God , and exercise an
holy fear, lest a promise being left us of entering into rest, any of us
should seem to come short of it. Being strangers and pilgrims upon
earth , as all our fathers were, may we walk as citizens of another

country ; and knowing that this is thy will respecting us, even our
sanctification , and that no unrighteous person shall inherit the king.

dom of Christ, and ofGod , O may we ever abound in those fruits of
righteousness which are to thy praise and glory, always doing those
things which are acceptable in thy sight, so that when the day does
come that like Jacob wemust gather up our feet into the bed, and
yield up the ghost, and be gathered unto our people , we may be
ready to give in our account, and found meet for the inheritance of

the saints in light. Thou who art the God of all the families on the
earth , we beseech thee to dwell in this house. May the name of it
be, The Lord is there. Do thou say of it, This is my rest, here will
I take up my abode. May every member of this family be a mem .
ber of tliat family of which Christ is the head. Preserve each of us

this day from those numerous accidents to which human life is ever

exposed . Keep each of us from all evil, especially from sin , the
greatest of evil. Hold up our goings in thy paths, that our foot.
steps slip not. And unto thee, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy

Ghost be ascribed, as is most due, all glory, and honor, and power,

and praise, world without end. Amen.

SATURDAY EVENING . — MATTHEW XXVII. 1– 32.
O LORD, wewould come this evening before thee, with the offer .
ing of humility and self-abasement. Thou art not a God that hath
pleasure in wickedness , neither shall evil dwell in thy sight. Thou
art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel. Wherewithal
shall we come before the Lord, and bow ourselves in the presence

of themost High God ? Weare indeed a seed ofevil-doers, children
that are corrupters, who have forsaken the Lord , and trampled un .

der foot the Son of God, and done despite to the Spirit of grace.

Lord give us to come before thee mourning over and confessing our
multiplicd transgressions. Humble us under a sense of our guilt,

and yet suffer us not to fall into any despondency of thy mercy, but

give us that everlasting consolation and good hope through grace,
which , in the gospel of thy Son , we are encouraged to cherish . We
bless thee for the provision made for sinners in the gospel ; that thou
hast there made known to us a Redeemer by whose inerits thy

mercy is inanifested in the salvation of sinners, even wbile thy jus.
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tice is satisfied in the condemnation of sin . O for his sake take

away all our iniquity ; receive us graciously, heal our backsliding,
and love us freely. Give us that repentance which is after a godly
sort, and which never needeth to be repented of, and sanctify to us

the gift of thy Son, in his turning each of us from his iniquity. Im
part unto us that faith which is his peculiar gift, which worketh by

love, which purifieth the heart, which overcometh the world , which
is fruitful in every good word and work . Clothe us with the robes
of his righteousness, who was holy, harmless, undefiled, and sepa.

rate from sinners, that wemay be found in him , and may know him ,
and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his suffer.
ings, being made conformable to his death. And grant, holy Father,
that he who was made manifest in our nature, may be made mani.
fest in our persons. Help us, we beseech thee, by the agency ofthy
Spirit, to abstain even from the appearance of evil. Reclaim us
from every wicked to every perfect way, from darkness to light,

from sin to holiness, from the love and the service of satan, to the
love and the service of thee our God . And for this end do thou

sanctify all our means of grace. Bless to us this evening the read

ing of thy word, that it may be profitable to direct ; the privilege of
prayer, that we may be refreshed , as we draw nigh to thee, in this
act of devotion ; the ordinance of affliction, that we may feel we are
chastened of the Lord , that we may not be condemned with the
world ; bless to us the appointment of the Christian Sabbath ; and

when we worship thee on the first day of the week , may we find tliat
thou art specially gracious on that day of rest. And with ourselves
we desire to remember before thee all our brethren of mankind .

Send the knowledge of the gospel to the heathen ; make the savor
of Christ's namemanifest in every place. Our friends we commend
to thy friendship, our enemies to thy forgiveness, our benefactors to
thy reward. Visit the abodes of the afflicted and the dying, and
give to them that support and those consolations which this world
cannot give, and which death itself cannot take away. Spread over

us the wings of thy protection this night. Be thou our refuge and
our defence, and if agreeable to thy will,may we be raised up in
health and strength, on the morning of a new day, fitted for its du.

ties, and fortified for its trials. Hear our prayers in these things;
God of our righteousness, forgive our unworthiness to appear before
thee, and bless us, and accept of us, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake.
Amen .
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SABBATH MORNING . – PSALMS XXIII. XXIV .

O LORD, we adore thee as the Father of light and of life, with
whom there is no variableness neither shadow of turning. From
thee cometh down every good and perfect gift. We adore thee as

the author of our being, and the great source of all our happiness.
Thy providence has sustained us in life , and supplied all our return .
ing wants.

Thou hast preserved us from dangers which we could

neither have foreseen nor prevented . When from the power of sin

within us, or the influence of temptation without, we have, like
sheep gone astray, cach turning to his own way, thou hast magnified
thy great name, even the riches of thy mercy and grace in Jesus

Christ, in bringing back to thyself, the shepherd and bishop of
our souls, in restoring us to peace of mind, and causing us to walk

in the paths of righteousness. We acknowledge our great unworth
iness of all the goodness, the mercy , and the truth which thou hast

shown us. Thy goodness we have often requited with ingratitude,
and thy laws, which are holy , just, and good, wehave often vio
lated. Enter not into judgment with us, for in thy sight no living
can be justified . For the sake of thy Son, our advocate and in .

tercessor with thee, the Father, forgive us all our past offences, and
grant us thy Holy Spirit to renew us more and more in the spirit of

our mind, and restore unto us even the joy of thy salvation . Keep us
straight and undefiled in the way of thy commandments, and let our

dwelling be in thy house forever. We desire to render unto thee

our united gratitude for thy providential care of us during the past
night, and for the light and mercies of a new morning, even another

sabbath of the Son of man . May we be deeply impressed with a
sepse of our invaluable privileges as Christians, and enabled to walk
worthy of them . Whilst many of our fellow -creatures, through the
ignorance that is in them , are bowing down themselves to stocks, and

stones, and graven images, the works of men 's hands, we are invited
to worship thee, the creator of heaven and earth, the preserver and
moral ruler of the universe, the God and Father of our Lord and

Saviour Jesus Christ, and in him the God and Father of all who be

lieve. Prepare our hearts for thy service,this day, in the sanctuary,
that we may worship thee, who art a Spirit, in spirit and in truth .

Forbid that we should draw near unto thee with the mouth, whilst
our hearts are wandering after the vanities of the world . May we
approach thee with clean hands, and a pure heart. May thy ser.

vants in theministry be enabled to preach the gospel with all plain
ness and fidelity, and the hearers to receive the word of truth with
faith and affection , that it may have an abiding influence on their

principles, and temper and conduct ; and may the God of peace,
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who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting cov.
enant, make us perfect in every good work , to do his will, working

in us that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ,

to whom be glory, forever and ever. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALM XXV.
O Lord, thou art the Father of mercies and the God of all com
fort. Thou art near unto all who call upon thee in truth and sincer.
ity. Thou art a present help in every time of need . They who
know thy name have trusted in thee, and they who have trusted in
thee have never been disappointed. We bless thee for the clear

and full discovery thou hast given us, in thy holy word, of thy
character and our own duty, and the way to immortal life and hap.
piness . But we acknowledge that we have not made that improve
ment of our privileges which we ought to have done; that, instead

r

ch are decorating ecompravende

of seeking that wisdom which cometh from above, we have been

trusting to our own wisdom and strength ; walking according to the
counsels of our own hearts , which are deceitful above all things and

desperately wicked. We have gone astray from thee, even from our
very youth. Remember not against us the sins of our youth , nor
the transgressions of our riper years. In the multitude of thy

tender mercies blot out all our iniquities, and fill us with that godly
sorrow for sin which worketh repentance unto salvation , and which
needeth not to be repented of. Thou art the Lord God , merciful

and gracious, long-suffering, and slow to anger, and plenteous in mer:
cy. This is thy name and memorial to all generations, and we re.
joice to know that, though thy throne is encompassed with clouds
and darkness, and thy footsteps hid in the mighty deep , yet justice
and judgment are the habitation of thy throne, righteousness and
peace go before thy face continually, and all thy paths are mercy
and truth unto them that keep thy covenant and thy testimonies.

Be thou at all times our refuge and defence, and when at any time

our hearts are overwhelmed with grief, lead us to the rock that is
higher than we. May our minds be stayed on thee, and filled
with that peace which flows from an interest in thy favor, and the

well-founded hope of future and eternal happiness. May we be anx.
ious about nothing in this world, but in everything, by prayer for
such blessings as we need, and deprecation against the evils to which
we are exposed, and thanksgiving for thy mercies, let our requests
be made known unto thee, and do thou, the God of peace, fill us
with all peace in believing. Follow with a rich blessing the preach
ing of the gospel. May the time soon come when all the ends
of the earth shall remember and turn unto thee, the Lord, and all
the kindreds of the nations come and worship before thee. Bless

our native country, and all ranks of persons among us, and grant
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that we may be distinguished more and more for that righteous
ness which exalteth a nation , and may we hate sin , which is the rc.
proach , and must prove the ruin , of any people . Bless all our

friends and relations. Reward our benefactors ; forgive our enemies ;
and enable us from the heart to forgive those who offend us. We

commit the keeping of our souls to thee this night, as unto a faithful
Creator, and do thou, who neither slumberest nor sleepest, preserve

us from all evil. Forgive the sins of our holy duties, for sin min .
gles with our best services, and help us to spend all our remaining
sabbathsand time on earth in a manner acceptable to thee, and prof.
itable to ourselves, that we may be admitted to the enjoyment of
that everlasting rest, which remaineth for the people of God .
These blessings we humbly but earnestly ask of thee, in the name and
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . – EXODUS I.
O LORD, we adore thee as the great creator, the constant preserver,
and the moral ruler of the universe.

Thou doest according to thy

will in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth ;
no creature can stay thy hand from working, nor say unto thee,

What doest thou. Thou rulest over the kingdomsofmen , rendering
all their plans and counsels subservient to the accomplishment of

thine own infinitely wise and gracious purposes. Thou causest the
wrath of man to praise thee, and restrainest the remainder of his

wrath. We are all in thy hand as the clay is in the hand of the
potter, and thou canst do with us whatever seemeth good in thy

sight. We rejoice to know that thou art not only the sovereign
ruler of the universe, and the disposer of all lots, but also that thy
goodness and wisdom are equal to thy greatness. Thou art indeed
angry with the wicked every day ; but thine eyes run to and fro

throughout the whole earth, to show thyself strong in behalf of those
whose heart is perfect towards thee. May our minds be impressed
at all times, with a deep sense of the majesty and purity of thy char
acter, and our own sinfulness and unworthiness. Lead us more and
more to see what an evil and bitter thing it is to depart from God .
We bless and adore thy great name, that when all flesh had wan.

dered from the love and service of thee, the one living and trueGod,
— when there was no eye to pity nor hand to help ; thine eye saw
and pitied , and thy right arm brought salvation . Blessed be the
Lord God of Israel, for he hath visited and redeemed his people, and

hath raised up an horn of salvation in thehouse of his servant David ,
as he spake by the mouth of his lioly prophets , that we should be
saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us. We

bless thee for the faithfulness thou hast shown, in performing thy
promises of mercy to thy church , and for the deliverances which

thou hast often wrought in her behalf. We especially bless and
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adore thee, for the great salvation thou hastwrought for us by thy
Son Jesus Christ. We have redemption through his blood, even the

forgiveness of our sins, and an inheritance among them that are
sanctified. We pray, O Lord , that as we profess to be thy redeemed
children - redeemed , not with such corruptible things as silver and

gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot; may we consider ourselves as bound , by
every obligation, to thy service. Let us not yield ourmembers as
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin , but may we yield ourselves
unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and ourmembers as
instruments of righteousness unto God. Let no sin at any time ob
tain dominion over us; aid us by thy Holy Spirit, to live not to our
selves, but to him who died for us and rose again . Make us truly

grateful for thy preserving care during the past night, and for the
light and mercies of this morning. Preserve us this day from all
evil, and enable us faithfully and conscientiously to do our duty.

Whilst engaged in the duties of our calling during theweek,may we
retain on our minds a sense of thy presence , and of the great account
we must render unto thee. We pray for the whole family of man ,

that all who are partakers of our common nature,may soon be par
takers of our Christian privileges.

Bless our native country, and all

ranks ofpersons among us. Sanctify affliction to all who are visited

with it, and prepare the dying for their great change. Guide us by
thy counsel while we live, and afterwards receive us into glory , and
all we ask is for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.
Amen .

MONDAY EVENING .- MATTHEW XXVII. 33– 66 .
O LORD, thou art holy who inhabitest the praises of Israel; thou
art of purer eyes than to behold iniquity ; evil shall not dwell with
thee, neither shall the foolish stand in thy presence. Weacknowl.
edge our great unworthiness to come into thy presence, or to take

thy name into our sinful lips. We are altogether as an unclean
thing : we have gone astray from thee, the fountain of living waters,
and hewn out unto ourselves cisterns — broken cisterns, that can hold

no water. When we reflect on the sins we have committed , and the
duties we have neglected, weacknowledge that we have great reason
to lay our hands on our mouths, and our mouths in the dust, crying,
Unclean , unclean, God be merciful to us sinners. We bless thee,

though we are unworthy to lift up our eyes unto the place where
thine honor dwelleth, that we are not only permitted but encouraged
to come unto thee, in the name of Jesus Christ our great high priest,

who died for our sins and rose again for our justification, and who
liveth forever in heaven to make intercession for his people. We
bless thee, that he came into the world on the great errand of our
salvation : that he was obedient to the whole will of his Father unto
death, even the death of the cross; and that, in token of thine ac.
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his sacrifice, thou didst raise him from the dead, and

gave him glory, that our faith and hope might be in thee. We
bless thee that thou art in Christ reconciling the world unto thyself,
not imputing unto men their sins and trespasses, and that through
him we may be justified from all those things from which we could
not have been justified by the law of Moses. May we see more and
more the evil nature of sin , and the value of that salvation which is
through Christ, and which shall be followed with eternal glory .
Enable us to follow out the great end of our Saviour's death and
resurrection ; as he died an offering for sin , may we die to its love

and practice ; and as he rose to the power of an endless life in his
Father's kingdom , may we set our affections chiefly on things above,
where Christ sitteth at thy right hand . May we receive the doc

trines of Christ with faith and affection, and endeavor to imitate his
example in his suffering, as well as in his active obedience, doing
with diligence and fidelity whatever we know to be our duty, and
suffering with patience and fortitude whatever thou art pleased to
appoint, and may we be preserved safe unto the day of complete re
demption . Having boldness to enter into the holiest, by the blood

of Jesus, by a new and living way which he hath consecrated for us,
may we comeboldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need . Forgive the sins we
have this day committed, and our shortcomings in duty. Wepray

that the boundaries of Messiah 's kingdom may be extended, that he
may see more and more of the travail of his soul, and be satisfied.
Visit the fatherless and the widow , comfort the afflicted , and prepare
the dying for their great change. Watch over us this night, and let

no evil come nigh our dwelling. While we live may we live unto

the Lord ; when we die,may wedie unto the Lord ; that being thine in

time,wemay also be thine in eternity . These our humble, butearnest
supplications, we present in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Saviour.

Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING .— EXODUS II.
Our Father who art in heaven , thou art entitled to the reverence,

the homage, and the esteem and gratitude of all who draw near thee,
for thou art good as well as great, and gracious as well as almighty.
Early were we cast on thy care, and no lapse of time, no change of
circumstances, have ever found us without the tokens of thy mercy,
and forbearance, and love. From day to day thou hast made thy
goodness to pass before us, and supplied us with all that could min
ister to our comfort and welfare. Often hast thou disappointed our

fears ; often hast thou exceeded our hopes ; often hast thou turned
events, apparently the most adverse, into sources of pure enjoyment
and permanent benefit, insomuch that there is not an event in our
lives. nor an incident in our experience, which may not furnish us
with a theme of gratitude and a subject of praise. While we thank

SEVENTH WEEK .

118

[ Tuesday ErENING

or. thartor aindiscrimi.
thee for thein bounties
nd Primi.
us ou rofoulthydeteprovidence
imputethon, which
wouliasthou

nately bestowing upon all, we supplicate those better and richer
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to the vine, and obtain the influences of his Holy Spirit to sanctify
our nature, so that we may become thy children ; may be con
formed to thine image, observe thy laws, and serve thee in right

eousness and holiness all the days of our lives.

We thank thee for

the mercies of the by-past night, and for the continuance to us of
health of body and soundness ofmind. When we mingle with the

world , help us to exemplify those principles of love, and those senti.
ments of duty which, as thy people and the disciples of thy Son, we
profess to entertain : to be diligent in business, fervent in spirit, serv .

ing the Lord ; and if thou art pleased to visit us with any trials, to
support and comfort our minds with an unwavering faith in thy
wise and holy providence, which presides over every event, and will
direct all for thine own glory and the good of thy people . Bless this

family . May all itsmembers be members of the household of faith.
Bless our brethren and kinsfolk according to the flesh . May all our
friends be thy friends, and heirs of the kingdom which Christ has

gone to prepare. Hear these our humble supplications, for Christ's
sake.

Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . - MATTHEW XXVII.

O LORD, in presenting ourselves this evening at thy throne of
grace, we acknowledge ourselves altogether unworthy of so inesti
mable a privilege and so distinguished an honor.

We cannot look

up to thee,much less expect any favor or blessing at thy hand, from
any claims we have established on thy regard ; and when we con
template thy character, in all its majesty and holiness, or contrast
ourselves with the purity of thy law , we have great reason to be dis

mayed at the recollection of those sins by which we have provoked
thy displeasure, and alienated thee from us. It is only when we re
gard thee as the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that we

have confidence in approaching thee. We rejoice that through him
we can not only raise our hearts, and contemplate thy glorious maj.
esty, without slavish fear, but entertain the hope of obtaining every

necessary blessing, if we only ask them in the name ofhim who has
merited them all by his death , and is now become our advocate with

the Father, interceding that we may have them . Help us, then, to

exercise a habitual and lively faith in his merits, to which we owe
all the privileges we now enjoy, and all that we hope hereafter to
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be ; in his death ,by which he hasmade a full and satisfactory atone
ment for our sins ; and in his resurrection , which affords the strong.
est grounds for placing our hope on him , for that eternal inheritance

which he has purchased for us by his blood, and for all things neces
sary to prepare and qualify us for it. And while we trust in his
righteousness to justify us, and in his Spirit to sanctify us, may we

ever live as the children of such unspeakable mercies, conforming
ourselves in all respects to thy will, and to the perfect example of
our divine Redeemer ; so that as he died on the cross, we may die

unto sin , and as he rose again from the grave, we may rise to new
ness of life ; a life in which all the graces and virtues of his charac
ter may shine ; and may it be our daily study and aim to advance

thy glory. Pardon wherever wemay have come short of this end,
during theday that is now ended . Accept of our united acknowl.
edgments for the continuance of our temporal comforts and social

enjoyments. Extend the shield of thy protection over us during the
silent watches of the night. Give us such repose as may restore us,
with renovated energy, to the duties of another day. And to thy

name, through Christ, be everlasting praise. Amen.

WEDNESDAY MORNING . — EXODUS III.
ALMIGHTY and most gracious Father !

Thou hastmade another

day to dawn upon us, and given us the comfortable prospect of the

continuance of life and all the varied blessings by which it is sweet
ened . While we express in words our lively gratitude for that and
every gift of thy bountiful providence, we pray that thou wouldst

enable us to evince that gratitude by the cheerful obedience of our
hearts and lives ; and, while thou art addressing us by every motive
that can influence the human mind ; beseeching us by thy mercies,
constraining us by thy love, alluring us by thy promises, and per

suading us by thy terrors, may we yield thee that love and service
which by the law both of nature and grace we are bound to give.

Thou hast formed us with a capacity of loving and serving thee.

But alas ! we have not loved and served thee as purely , and con
stantly, and supremely as we ought to have done. Though wemay
not have bowed the knee to graven images, or worshipped in the
temple of those thatby nature are no gods, we have often given our
hearts and affections to other objects than to thee, and have thus
violated the first precept of thy law ,which requires usto have no other
gods before thee. Pardon our sins both of omission and commission ;
enable and dispose us henceforth to love thee with pure hearts fer
vently , for the divine excellencies of thy character, and for themani.
fold tokens of thy kindness, especially for thy kindness towards us in
Christ Jesus, and from a firm and enlightened persuasion that thy
service is the only reasonable, and free, and happy service ; to re
solve that whatever others around us may do, as for us, we shall

SEVENTH WEEK.

120

(WEDNESDAY EVENING.

serve the Lord . Confirm and establish us in this resolution ; and as
weknow from painful experience, that we are too apt to fall into sin
in spite of what we know to be our interest and duty, we pray that

thou wouldst strengthen us with all might by thy Spirit, in the in
ward man , and animate us by that faith which overcometh theworld ,
the flesh and the devil, and which will keep us steadfast and immov

able, always abounding in the work of the Lord . Prepare us for all
that is before us in the course of this day ; amid all the scenes and

duties to which we may be called , may we carry about with us a
sense of thy presence, and of the relations in which we stand to thee,

and be enabled to live to thy glory. In any trials which may be ap
pointed to us, help us to manifest the spirit and temper of the disci.
ples of Christ ; to endure as seeing thee who art invisible ; to have
our affections crucified unto the world , and the world unto us; and

to pass through all its progressive stages as strangers and pilgrims
who are seeking a better country, that is, a heavenly. Bless all
whom we are bound by natural or Christian affection , to remember.
at thy throne of grace. Be a sun and shield unto them ; give them

grace and glory, and withhold no good thing from them which thou
knowest they need . Be gracious to every member of this family.

Let thy presence go with us wherever we go, and thy blessing rest
on us wherever we dwell, all which we ask and hope to receive
through Christ. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . – MARK I.
O Lord, we would repair this evening to thy throne of grace, to
pay thee the worship and homage which it is thy sole prerogative to
receive.

Thou art entitled to this tribute from us, as well from thy

glorious majesty , as thine unwearied goodness to us ; and this day
which has now closed has added one more to the innumerable claims

thou hast to our gratitude and love ; for the comforts and blessings
thy parental care has bestowed on us, ever since we had a being,

where shall we begin , or where shall we end, if we attempt to enu
merate the praises of the Lord ! Though we should speak with the
tongue ofmen and of angels, yet where could we find terms in which
we could adequately express the riches of thy favor ? Even eternity
itself would be too brief a span to utter abundantly the memory of

thy great goodness. We would especially at this time, express our
liveliest thanksgiving for the blessings of that great salvation which
thy Son and our Saviour hath procured for us.

O may thy Spirit

be given to us, whose province it is to take of the things of Christ,
and show them to our souls, that he may lead us to repose unwaver

ing confidence in the author and finisher of our faith ; inspire us
with gratitude for his generous and divine love in giving himself for
us ; and convince us, from experience, that there is no sin , however
deep its lye, which he is not able to remove ; nc fear, however de
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sponding,which he cannot dispel, and no spiritual malady, however
inveterate, for which he has not an adequate remedy.

Thus let us

become partakers of that peace and joy which flow from believing ;
and realize the blessedness of that man whose transgressions are for
given , whose sins are covered , and to whom thou imputest no in
iquity . May we deem the past part of our life asmore than sufficient
to have wrought the will of the flesh ; and may it henceforth be our

daily prayer, and the constant aim and endeavor of our lives, to be
growing in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour;
to bring every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, and
to be steadfast and immovable , always abounding in the work of the
Lord , that thus wemay adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, and
show forth the praises of him who called us out of darkness into his
marvellous light. To thee, who never slumberest nor sleepest, we

commit our bodies and souls this night. Let thy blessing and pro
tection be extended to all ir, whom we are interested , and let our

persons and services meet with acceptance, for Christ 's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . – EXODUS IV .
BLESSED be the Lord God of Israel, who hath visited us in our
house of bondage, and hath remembered us in our low and lost

estate . When we had forsaken thy law and disregarded thy com
mandments, when we had broken thy covenant and forfeited all
claim to eternal life, when we were sunk in sin , in misery , and in

death , when we were utterly helpless, when sacrifice and offering
thou wouldst not, thou didst so love the world , as to give thine
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him , might not per

ish but have everlasting life. What shall we render unto the Lord
for all his benefits ?

Alas, O Lord , what have we rendered ? We

bow before thee in the dust. God be merciful unto us sinners.
Measure not thy mercy by our merits, but look upon us in the face
of thine Anointed . Lord, we believe ; help thou our unbelief. En
able us to give to every one that asketh us, a reason for the hope
that is in us ; and may our faith , founded on the evidences which
thou hast set before us, and ingrafted in our souls by thy Spirit,

purify our hearts and overcome the temptations of the world . Let
not our perverseness and ingratitude provoke thee to abandon us to
our own devices. Cast us not away from thy presence. Take not
thy Holy Spirit from us. Be thou the guide of all our actions,
and our protector in all our dangers. So conduct and support us
amidst all the changes and varieties of this uncertain state , that no
prosperity may make us forget thee who art the author of it, and
no adversity may make us murinur against thy goodness. May no
prospect of worldly advantage, nor any dread of worldly loss, ever
lead us to swerve from thy holy commandments ; but may our con
versation in all things be such as becometh the gospel. Teach us
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so to watch over our vays, that temptation may never be able to
surprise us, and enable us so to control our passions and affections,

that they may never obtain the dominion over us. May we live in

thy fear that we may die in thy favor ; that when the dust shall
return to the earth as it was, the spirit may return unto God who

gave it. All that weask is for our Redeemer's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . – MARK II.
ALMIGHTY God, in thy favor and love were our first parents

created , and dwelt in the ever-present light of thy countenance.
Butman being in honor and happiness did not abide. By the dis
obedience of one, have many been made sinners, and death and
misery have passed upon all men, because all have sinned . But as

thou saidst in the beginning, Let there be light,and there was light;
so hast thou caused the Sun of righteousness to arise , and enlighten

and restore a dark and a ruined world . Although thou art un
changeable in thy nature, and irreconcilable to iniquity, in thine
unscarchable wisdom and unbounded goodness, thou hast devised a
method so great and so glorious, that even the angels desire to look

into it, whereby mercy and truth have met together, righteousness

and peace have kissed each other ; whereby thou art just, and yet
the justifier of all who believe. Thou hast reconciled a guilty world
unto thyself, by the blood of thine only-begotten and eternal Son ;
who, having by one offering perfected forever them that are sanc
tified, returned to his original glory, our all-prevailing intercessor,
as he shall be our final judge. Surely he shall guide his flock like
a shepherd ; his grace is sufficient for all who put their trust in

him . He will not suffer us to be tempted above what we are able

to bear ; but will, with the temptation , make also a way to escape.
In the depths of sorrow , degradation , and sin , and in the region
and shadow of death , we have heard the glad tidings of salvation ;
and his invitation to all who are weary and heavy -laden is, Come
unto me, and I will give you rest. God forbid that it should be
our condemnation, that light hath come into the world, and that

we have loved darkness rather than the light, because our deeds are
evil. Being justified by faith, may we have peace with thee our
God, through our Lord and Saviour ; and as we have named the
name of Christ, may we be enabled by thy grace to depart from

iniquity. Teach us to regard ourselves as no longer our own, but
bought with a price ; and ever to keep in remembrance, that thou

hast appointed a day, in which thou wilt judge the world in right
cousness, when every work shall be brought into judgment, with

every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. Sanc
tify to our spiritual improvement, all the ordinances of thine
appointment, and may the happy influence of a due attention to the
means of grace, appear in the peaceable fruits of holiness and in
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Keep us and ours this night, and forever, under the

shadow of thine Almighty wings, and grant an answer in peace to
all our requests, for the sake of our Saviour. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . — EXODUS V.

FOREVER praised and adored be that goodness which hath not,
long ere now , cut us off in the midst of our sins, and consigned us

to that dismal abode where God hath forgotten to be gracious, but
which even now is inviting us, in the gospel of reconciliation , to
return to the paths of holiness and peace. O Lord,may thy Holy
Spirit prepare our hearts to receive with meekness the ingrafted
word , which alone is able to make us wise unto salvation . In that
fountain which thou hast opened to the house of David, do thou
wash us thoroughly from our iniquities, and cleanse us from our
sins. It is not in man that walketh to direct his steps ; do thou , O
Lord , who seest the end from the beginning, lead us in the way

everlasting. As strangers and pilgrims upon earth , may our con
versation be in heaven . There may our treasure be ; there may our
hearts be also. We commit our ways unto thee, do thou bring

them to pass in righteousness, and by whatever means may seem
good unto thee, keep us from falling, and at last present us faultless
before the presence of thy glory, with exceeding joy . Deny us what

blessings thou wilt, but deny us not life eternal. Wedesire to sub
mit with supreme resignation to whatever afflictions thou , in thine
infinite wisdom and goodness , mayest see to be necessary for our
salvation , and we leave all our concerns, with perfect confidence, to
thy disposal, sensible that thou, who sparedst not thine own Son , but

didst deliver him up to death for us all, wilt, with him , also freely
give us all things. Withdraw our affections more and more from
the things of time. Convinced of the uncertainty of every earthly
blessing, seeing that we have nothing in this life which we can truly
call our own ; that our friends are constantly disappearing from
around us ; that the objects of our wishes are daily vanishing from

before our eyes, we pray, almighty God, that thou wilt enable us to
fix our desires on hopes which shall not be disappointed, on joys
which are beyond the reach of alloy or uncertainty . Extend, we
beseech thee, to the whole human race the same blessings which we
have solicited for ourselves. We entreat thee, in an especial man .
ner, in behalf of our own friends and relations. Convert the uncon
verted here and throughout the world ; arouse secure and careless
sinners, and build up saints more and more in their most holy faith .

And all things that are expedient for ourselves and for others, both
for time and for eternity, we beg of thee, our heavenly Father, for

Christ's sake. Amen .
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FRIDAY EVENING .— MARK III.
ALMIGHTY God, we would approach thy footstool in the name of
Christ, for we feel that on thy mercy and the merits of our Saviour
must all our hopes depend . We throw ourselves on thy unbounded

goodness. Weacknowledge our need of a Redeemer. Welook up
from the depths of sin and of misery to thy throne of grace. We

tremble when we anticipate thy righteous tribunal. Gracious God ,
in judgment remember mercy. We have no merit of our own to
plead before thee ; may the righteousness of Christ be imputed unto
us. Wehave no sacrifice to offer unto thee ; may the sufferings of

our Saviour be accepted as the price of our salvation . God forbid
that we should do despite unto the Spirit of thy grace, but may the
Holy Ghost reign in our hearts, renew our natures, sanctify our
lives, enable us to obey thy commandments, and seal our souls to
the day of redemption . May our experience of the sad consequences
of sin , of the utter disproportion between its transitory and uncertain
rewards, and its lasting and certain punishments, lead us in future,
with undeviating consistency, to follow after that godliness which

hath the promise of the life thatnow is, as well as of that which is
to come. May past errors lead us to distrust ourselves ; may we
think upon our former ways, and make it our constant prayer that

our sufficiency may be of thee, the Lord. Enable us to walk circum
spectly, not as fools, but as wise , redeeming the time. Seeing that
there is no work nor device in the grave, whither we are all hasten .
ing, may we not be slothful in business, but fervent in spirit, serving
thee, our God. May we walk in the ways of the righteous, that our
latter end may be like his ; that the king of terrors may to us be a

messenger of peace ; that the night of death may be but the dawn
of an eternal morn , and the grave but the entrance to a better world ,
where we shall be before the throne of God , and serve him day and
night in his temple . Enable us to perform aright, in our respective

stations, our duty to our brethren of mankind. Our hearts' desire
and prayer unto thee, in their behalf, is that they may be saved.
We commend especially to thy mercy and saving kindness, those

who are near and dear to us. Do for them exceeding abundantly
above all that we can ask or think ; and, none found wanting, may
we all meet at last in the kingdom of heaven, and be forever with
the Lord. We offer up all our petitions in the name of him who

hath taught us thus to address thee, Our Father, & c.

SATURDAY MORNING . — ExorUS VII.
O ALMIGHTY God, Lord of heaven and earth , we acknowledge
thy glorious sovereignty. We own thy power, wisdom , justice, and
holiness. We confess that we are nothing, that we know nothing,
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lift up our hearts against thee, the most high God , and too often
shut our eyes to the manifest displays of thy presence, perfections,
and agency. We have too often refused to acknowledge thine au
thority, and hardened our necks against God . O how wondrous thy

long-suffering. How great thy forbearance with the impiety and
high -mindedness of the worms of the dust. But thou wilt not al
ways strive. Thou wilt not always be mocked . · Thou wilt cause
thyself to be known by the judgments which thou wilt execute

against the proud and the rebellious. Weare by nature such . But,
O Lord, deal not with us as we have sinned . Thou hast not yet
done so, but hast remembered mercy for us. Thou hast had com
passion on us ; thou hast found out a ransom , a glorious remedy for

our condition .

Thou hast not sent thy Son into the world to con

demn the world , but that the world through him might be saved .
Lord, let us not receive the grace ofGod in vain . Lord , we believe,
help thou our unbelief. Bring us by thine almighty Spirit into sub

jection to the obedience of Christ.

Teach us simple submission to

thy will. Save us from distrust. When thou commandest may we
obey in the strength of the Lord .

Help us to wait with patience

thy time, and to follow the leadings of thy providence, as thou
knowest the end from the beginning, and we are but of yesterday,
and know nothing. Preserve us from all hardness of heart and re
sistance to thy commands, or to the truth of thy word. Lead us in

a plain path , and guide us by thy word and Spirit in the way ever

lasting. We adore thee alike in thy sovereignty and in thy won
drous condescension to our condition ; the unspeakably tender grace
that, knowing our frame, remembers that we are dust, and has pro
vided a Saviour who, while Christ the Lord , is yet of the seed of

Abraham , bone of our bone, and thus a merciful and faithful high
priest in things pertaining to God . To thee, then, we come in his
name. O grant us mercy to pardon , and grace to help. As our
day is , let, we beseech thee, our strength be. Help us to serve and

glorify thee. Supply us with water out of the wells of salvation.
Carry us on from strength to strength . Bring us at last perfect be
fore thee in the New Jerusalem . Satisfy us early with thy good

ness. Accept of thanksgiving for all past mercies, which we cannot
number.

This day, which in mercy thou hast brought us to see,

surrounded with benefits , be our shield and buckler. Save and help

all who are near and dear to us. Keep them and lift them up for
ever. Have pity on the distressed. Have mercy upon Zion. O
compassionate sinners. Let them be converted unto thee through

all the earth . Take unto thee thy great power and reign . Hear, O
Father of mercies, these our prayers, for the sake of him who is ou
strength and our Redeemer. Amen.
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SATURDAY EVENING. - MARK IV. 1 - 20.
ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, we adore thee as the God
of our salvation , and in the name of him whom thou hearest always,
and in whom thou art always well pleased , do we give thee most
humble and hearty thanks, that when darkness had covered the

earth , and gross darkness the people, thou didst send forth thy word
to lighten them , and great hath been the company of them that pub
lished it, that holy men of old spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost, and in the last days thou didst speak to men by thy
Son from heaven . We rejoice that the day- star from on high hath

visited us, that Jesus Christ, the Sun of righteousness, has arisen
with healing under his wings, and that now the light shineth to us
Lord God of hosts, our covenant God , the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, shine, we beseech thee, into our hearts, to give
us the light of his glorious gospel. Reveal thy Son himself in us.
Remove the veil that covers our spiritual sight. Grant us, for this

end, the Spirit of the Lord, that we may have liberty, and behold .

same image, from glory to giory , as by the Spirit of the Lord .
Quicken us by thy word, and we will call upon thy name. Sanctify
us by thy truth ; thy word is truth . O let it not be to us either as
water spilt upon the ground, that cannot be gathered up again , or as
seed sown on a hard , neglected, unfruitful soil, which bringeth forth
no fruit to perfection, and is speedily carried away or destroyed. O
let it not be to our condemnation that light hath come into the
world , and that we have loved darkness rather than light, because

our deeds were evil. Let us not harden our hearts and provoke the

Lord to give us over to strong delusion , so as that we should either
reject or disobey thy truth, hold it in unrighteousness, or believe a
lie ; for no lie is of the truth, or can sanctify or save our souls.

Help us to remember the words of him who came in thy name to

save us, and gave himself for us, Herein is my Father glorified, that
ye bear much fruit ; so shall ye be my disciples. Revive and quick .
en us. O thou who hast promised to pour water on him that is

thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground , be as the dew unto Israel,
that we may grow in thy service as the lily, and cast forth our roots
as Lebanon , that our branches of righteousness may spread, and our
branches of holiness may be as the olive-tree, and the odor of our

good name as Lebanon. May we revive as the corn and grow as
the vine. For this purpose may we abide in Christ, without whom
we can do nothing ; and as we have received so let us walk in him .

Let thy statutes be our songs in the house of our pilgrimage. Lead
us in the way of thy testimonies , that our footsteps may not slide ;

and though it may be through a way that we have not knowr., bring
us, we pray thee, to the city of habitation . We thank thee for the

mercies of this week . They hève been many and precious. Bless
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to us its trials ; forgive its sins, which are great. Wash them away
in that blood which cleanseth from all sin . Prepare and solemnize

our minds for the duties of the approaching sabbath. If spared in
thy mercy to enter upon them , may we rise refreshed with needful

rest, animated with gratitude, in the gladness of thy nation, and pre
pared to spend in the Spirit the Lord's day. Be gracious, O God ,
to all who are near and dear to us. Let the name of the God of Ja .
cob defend them , and let him that dwelt in the bush , the angel Jeho .

vah , who redeems his servants from all evil, and hath fed and led
them all their life long in all generations, be with them to keep them
in all their ways, and to preserve them to the day of redemption.
Let thy namebe known throughout all the earth ,and thy savinghealth
to all nations.

Bless and preserve thy servants who go forth in the

Spirit of Christ to seek the lost.

Sustain their souls. Give them

souls for their hire. Bless thy Zion , even the whole Israel of God .
Comfort the afflicted . Give the peace of thy chosen to mourners in

Zion. Be our God even unto death , and at last our exceeding great
reward

Into thy hands we commend ourselves, and all in whom

we are interested, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen .

Eighth Week.
SABBATH MORNING . -- PSALMS XXVI. XXVII.

Lord, how lovely is thy dwelling-place, how amiable are the tab
ernacies of thy grace, how blessed is the man whom thou choosest

and makest to approach unto thee. While we give thee glory for
all thy fatherly care and providential goodness,while we praise thee

for Jesus Christ, thine unspeakable gift, and for all the benefits of
the Redeemer's purchase, we would gratefully remember the pro
vision which thou hast made for our spiritual improvement. Let
thy blessing be upon the exercises of this day . May we ever ac.

count a day spent in thy courts, better than a thousand wasted in
the tents of sin . Enable us to engage in the public duties of this
day, refreshed by thy presence, by a recollection of our recent inter

course with thee, and in humble confidence of thy favor and bless
ing, through our all-sufficientand ever-gracious Saviour. We know

not what changes, and trials, and afflictions, are reserved for us in
thy unerring wisdom . We desire to commit ourselves without re

serve to thy wise and righteous disposal, believing that thou know
est what is good for us, better than we possibly can ; and assured
that thou makest all things work together for good , to those who

are truly thine. We pray that thou, in thy providence , mayest be
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pleased to spare us those temptations which may be too ensnaring

for our watchfulness, or too powerful for our resistance. We pray
that when we are tempted, thou mayest be at hand to support and

deliver us, to make thy grace sufficient for us, and perfect thy
strength in our weakness. And we beseech thee, that in all our
ways we may be enabled to acknowledge thee, and that our paths

may be directed by thy unerring wisdom . We bless thee, that we
have been preserved from evil during the shade of the night now
passed ; and raised up to the light and the duties of a new day. ()
be thou graciously pleased to guide us in our going out and our
coming in , to deliver us from all evil, and to sanctify all that we

do, or that may befall us, day by day, to the praise of thy holy
name. Hear, O Lord, and when thou hearest, forgive the imperfec
tion of all our services, and accept of them and of us, in Christ, our
only Mediator. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALMS XXVIII. XXIX.

Thou, O Lord , art a God of knowledge, and by thee actions are
weighed. No darkness nor shadow of death can conceal from theo
any of the workswhich thou hast made, neither is there any creature
that is notmanifest in thy sight. To thee are known all the wan
derings of our hearts, the idleness of our speech , the sinfulness of
our lives. O do thou enable us to look on our thoughts,words, and
actions, as tried by the infallible test of thy unerring law . Give us

to discern how perverse have been our thoughts , how vain our con
versation, how worthless our conduct, how hopeless our state, wert
thou to enter with us into judgment. Lead us to that Saviour in

whom thou reconcilest sinners to thyself, to that blood of sprinkling
which speaketh better things than that of Abel ; and fill our hearts

with that bitter compunction, that godly sorrow , that humility and
contrition , which thou hast declared that in him thou wilt not de
spise. While it is thy pleasure that we yet tabernacle on earth , we

know that wemust encountermany trials and temptations. Do thou
graciously support and strengthen us under them . Let no danger
intimidate , no pleasure allure us into forgetfulness of our God.
Save us from being cast down by the evil reports of erring men , or
elated by the flattery of human applause , or misled by the fashion

of the world , to follow the multitude in doing evil. And let the

means of grace which thou hast appointed, be sanctified for our ben.
efit, that we may walk in our integrity, and bless the Lord in the
congregation of his people. Wewould especially acknowledge, with
fervent gratitude, the high privilege of a day set apart for thy pecu

liar service, the blessed rest of thy holy sabbath, the solemn and
stated call to withdraw our thoughts from the engrossing cares and

pursuits of a transitory world, and the opportunity this day afforded

us of meeting our brethren in the Lord, and uniting our hearts and
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voices in praise , and thanksgiving, and prayer to him who is the
Father and the Maker of us all. ( may our services ever find ac
ceptance with thee in Christ Jesus. May the preaching of thy word

be blessed of thee as the means of enlightening, comforting, and es
tablishing our hearts in thy truth . May cur fellowship in thy pub
lic worship unite our hearts in brotherly love ; and may our earthly

sabbaths be indeed an earnest of that eternal sabbath, where thy
servants, assembled before thy throne, shall praise thee forever and

ever. We pray, O Lord, that the blessings of divine truth may be
diffused more and more over the face of the earth : that thou mayest
prosper the efforts of those who labor according to thy mind and will
in this great cause ; and that themultitudes of our fellow mortals ,

who yet lie in spiritual darkness, may have the cloud now encom
passing them dispelled by the glorious light of the everlasting gos
pel. We desire to pour forth our thanksgivings for all ihe unmer.
ited blessings, spiritual and temporal, which we have this day

experienced . We beseech thee to continue to us thy gra qus care
and inexhaustible bounty, that so wemay repose in peace Lider the

shadow of thy almighty wings ; may receive, day by day, our dily
bread , and be kept by thy mighty power, through faith unto

tion , in Christ our strength and Redeemer. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . - EXODUS VIII.
ALMIGHTY God, thou art glorious in holiness, fearful in praises,
doing wonders. Who hath an arm like unto thee, or who can thun .
der with a voice like thine.

Impress on our hearts a deep sense of

thy glorious majesty, of our own weakness and unworthiness , that
we may stand in awe before thee ; and, trembling at thy word , flee
for refuge to the hope which is set before us in Christ Jesus, our all
sufficient Saviour, Let not our hearts be hardened , nor our eyelids
lifted up, but every thought within us be subdued to the obedience

of Christ. Thou commandest the morning, and causest the day
spring to know his place ; thou sendest man forth to his labor, and
givest him , refreshed and protected , the meansof procuring his daily
bread . Enable us and all around us to profit by our opportunities.

What our hand findeth to do, may we do it with all our might.
This (lay , may thy good providence preserve our bodies from danger,
and thy grace keep our souls from sin , and to thee be the glory in
Christ, forever and ever. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . — MARK IV . 21-41.
Most merciful Father, how precious is thy grace ! how unwearied
thy loving-kindness ! thou hast added another day to our lives, and
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broughtus to its close in peace and comfort. O may each day be
marked by steadier faith in a Redeemer, by increasing watchfulness
against temptation, by unwearied diligence in the duty which thou
requirest, by more ardent zeal for thy glory, and by a nore affection
ate concern for the welfare of our brethren ! Forbid that there be
in us an evil heart of unbelief, to depart from the living God. Suf
fer us not to be a prey to spiritual delusion or self-conceit, but en .

able us to have our conversation in simplicity and godly sincerity,
as in thy sight. Teach us to walk in love, as Christ who loved us,
and to show that we are his disciples by having love one to another.
Take us this night under thy gracious protection . Let no evil come

nigh our dwelling. May our rest prove refreshful, and our awaking

be with the Lord. And may the remainder of our sojourning here
be devoted to thy service, through Christ our Saviour. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . — Exodus IX.

O LORD God of Israel,who didst perform wonders and signs in
the land of Egypt, to make unto thyself a glorious name, and who
leddest forth thy people out of that house of bondage, overthrowing

their enemies in the Red sea, may thy namebe blessed forever. As
thou didst promise to Abraham , Isaac, and Jacob , so didst thou per

form unto their children, for all thy promises are yea and amen. O
Lord, we rejoice that out of the Egypt of this sinful world thou hast

redeemed thy church, the spiritual Israel, not without wonders and
miracles of grace, destroying the power of sin and of death , and give
ing them the victory, through Jesus Christ, our Lord , and liberty to
serve the Lord even in the wilderness of this mortal life. O God,

who hath kept us to see the lightofanother day, accept our grateful
thanks and praises. May the devil be this day bruised under our

feet. May we walk in the Spirit, not fulfilling the deeds of the
flesh . And when we see thy hand stretched out to punish them that

proudly oppose thee,may we not be high -minded , but fear. O God,
deliver us from ' hardness of heart,' from a ' seared conscience,' from
blindness of mind. Shine thou into our hearts, giving us the knowl
edge of thyself in the face of Christ. May we dwell in Goshen , be

ing separated from the world in its pride and unbelief, and separated

also from its plagues and miseries. O may we be redeemed from all
iniquity, from our vain conversation , from the power of this present

world , and may we live under the powers of the world to come.
Sanctify us wholly , in spirit, soul, and body. We pray for all men.
Bless and enlarge thy church. Be theGod of our friends. Reward

our benefactors. Forgive our enemies, through. Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
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TUESDAY EVENING . — MARK v. 1 -25.
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corrupt, may the Spirit of

Jesus Christ enlighten our understandings in the knowledge of him
our Saviour. Strengthen us with all strength , in the inner man ;
purify us from all our corruptions, and work in us mightily to do
thy holy will. Forgive us all our sins through Jesus Christ, our
great high priest, and may we know that our sins are pardoned, for
his name's sake. And, O God, enable us to leave all and follow
Christ. May wenot question , butobey thy will, meekly submitting
ourselves to thy gracious and righteous disposal. Lord, sustain us

under all trials ; purify us by the afflictions thou sendest, and may
our faith come out as the fine gold from the furnace. O Lord,may
thy kingdom come; may thy will be done by us, as it is done by
angels in heaven . May we be kept by them , through faith to sal.
vation. The Lord perfect that which concerneth us. Send forth
thy light and truth to every land. Let thy praise be spoken by
every tongue ; let every knee bow to thee. And to thy name,

Father, Son , and Holy Spirit, be endless praise. Amen.

WEDNESDAY MORNING . — EXODUS X. XI.
FATHER of lights, with whom is no variableness or the least sha
dow of turning ! from thee cometh down every good and every per
fect gift. We bless thee that thou hast not left us to sleep the sleep
of death ; that the darkness of Egypt has not fallen around our dwell
ing, that we are again permitted to see the light of a new day ; and
that our habitation has not been swept away by the hail and the
tempest of thy wrath. Thou art the great guardian of our sleeping

hours, and thou makest the outgoings of the morning and of the
evening to rejoice over us. Gracious Father ! grant us in thy great
mercy the tokens of thy favor. Speak not to us in thy wrath ; visit
us not in thy sore displeasure. May our sins be washed away in the

blood of atonement. May we have a personal interest in the great
salvation ; and may the peace ofGod , which passeth understanding,

keep our hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Give us not over

to the hardness of our own hearts. May we not stifle the voice of
conscience, nor disregard the warnings of thy Spirit. May we guard
against the deadening and destructive influence of evil passions, and

of a worldly spirit. May we give more earnest heed to the sure
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word of prophecy , till the day dawn, and the day-star arise in our
hearts. May our habitation be the dwelling of peace, and may the

light of heaven ever shine upon it. May he who commanded the
light to shine out of darkness shine into our hearts, to give us the
light of the knowledge of his glory in the face of Jesus Christ. And

may our family be blest of the Lord , as one of the families of Israel ;
and may our friends ever enjoy thy protection and favor. Keep us
this day from all evil, and fit us for every duty . May we be in thy

fear at all times, and may it be our firm determination to serve thee
with our whole hearts. May we never attempt to obey two masters,
whose interests are at utter variance with each other. May we have

a single eye to thy glory. May we go through the wilderness of this
world , leaning on Jesus as the beloved of our souls ; and when flesh
and heart faint and fail, be thou the strength of our heart and our

portion forever. Our Father which art in heaven ; hallowed be thy
name, & c. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . – MARK V . 25 -43.

O LORD ! we bless thee for health of body and for soundness of
mind. While many of our brethren around us are stretched on beds
of pain , or have been long confined to the chamber of sickness, thou

hast removed disease far from our dwelling-place, and hast gra
ciously supplied our every want. Give us grace to be thankful, and

may we diligently improve all the mercies which mingle in our lot.
And O ! put us not off with temporal comforts. Feed our souls with

the bread of life. Heal our spiritual maladies. We recognize in
Christ, thy well-beloved Son, a physician of infinite value ; and , la
boring under the disease of sin , we would appeal to him in faith for
the balm ofGilead which faileth not. May weby a living faith draw
near to him , and obtain health to our souls. And may we conse
crate all our powers, and all our opportunities, to his service and
glory. We rejoice in Christ Jesus as the living one, and as the
author of life to the dead . We bless thee that he gave his life a
ransom for many, and that he rose again triumphant from the grave.

As he lives,may we live also. May the quickening energy of his
Holy Spirit awaken us from spiritual death , and may we walk with

him in newness of life. May each day, as it passeth along, witness
our progressive advancement in the way to heaven . May we grow
in humility, in self-denial, in heavenliness of mind , in love to one
another, and the whole household of faith . Establish thy covenant

with each one of us. Guide us by thy counsel, and afterwards re.
ceive us through glory. We thank thee for thy preserving care of
us this day , and we would rear our memorial of gratitude before

thee, and say, 'thus far the Lord hath helped us. Blot out the sins
of this day, and of all our days, in the blood of atonemet ; and gra
ciously remove every ground of controversy betwixt ourselves and
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thee. We would lie down in peace and take quiet rest ; knowing
that thou, O Lord, makest us to dwell in safety . Hear our prayers,

and give us an answer in peace, for our great Redeemer's sake.
Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . - Exodus XII.

WHEREWITHAL shall we come before thee, O Lord, and bow our
selves before the most high God ! We bless thee that thou hast

left us in no fearful uncertainty regarding the ground of our accep
tance, or the way of access to thy heavenly thr ne.

Thou hast re .

vealed thyself as theGod of all mercy ; and thou hast assured us
that the blood of Jesus Christ, thine own Son , cleanseth from all sin .
Wewould come before thee, in the name of him whom thou hast set
forth to be a propitiation for our sins, and who ever lives to make
intercession . May his peace speaking-blood be sprinkled on our
guilty consciences ; and being justified by faith , may we have peace
with thee, and rejoice in hope of thy glory. May we mourn with
genuine contrition on account of sin ; and habitually cherish the

See in hope of thing, and habitually... not to be

godly sorrow which worketh repentance unto salvation , not to be
repeuted of. Give us those supplies of grace and of spiritual strength
that are suited to our necessities, and which thou hast promised to

bestow . Quicken us for duty and for trial. May we have our loins
girt and our lamps burning ; and may we be as men that wait for
the coming of their Lord.

Almighty Father, may a sense of thy

great goodness to us, to our family, to our friends, to our land, to
our church , ever remain with us; and may those seasons of great
deliverance and of great mercy, which are much to be remembered '
by us, make on our hearts, in the review of them , a deep, and salu .

tary , and lasting impression . We bless thee for thy wonders to Is
rael, and for thy gracious interpositions in behalf of the church in
in later times. May thy hand and thy power appear unto us as to
thy people of old .

Build up Zion , even in troublous times ; and

may thy name be great, from the rising of the sun to the going
down of the same. We cast our cares upon thee ; thou carest for us.
Family sins do thou, our Father, forgive ; and accept of our fervent
thanks for family mercies. Keep us, this day, in thy fear and favor.

Fit us for all that is before us; and when the days of the years of
our pilgrimage are ended , may an abundant entrance be adminis

tered to us into thy kingdom and glory, for the great Redeemer's
sake. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - MARK VI. 1 – 29.

HOLY, holy, holy, Lord God almighty | how shall we, guilty and
polluted creatures, venture into thy presence, and take thy name
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into our polluted lips. Behold us, not as we are in ourselves, but in
Christ Jesus, thy well-beloved Son, who died for us, and who rose
again . Wemourn over that unbelief and hardness of heart which

keep us at a distance from the Saviour, and prevent us from realizing
his glorious grace. O may the prejudices of the carnal mind be re
moved, and may we enjoy the blessedness of those who are not of.

fended in Christ. May we live by faith in and on him . May the

mighty work of grace be begun, and carried on, and completed in
us by the gracious working of his power ; and may we abound in
all those fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the
praise and glory of thy great name. We thank thee that the mes.
sage of salvation was sent to our world and to our land ; and we
pray that the light which now shines around us may shine also into

our hearts. May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of

glory, give unto us the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowl.
edge of him , that the eyes of our understanding being enlightened,
wemay know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches

of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceed
ing greatness of his power to them who believe. May Satan be
seen falling as lightning from heaven, and may Christ Jesus be mag

nified in us, whether it be by life or by death. May the gospel of
thy grace have free course and run and be glorified. Send the
knowledge of salvation to the heathen ; to the victims of Mahometan

and antichristian delusion ; and to our own countrymen in other
lands, who are destitute of the means of grace. Revive thy work in

the midst of the years. Give testimony to the word of thy grace, at
Messiah, the prince, shall take to him his great power, and reign over
home and abroad ; and grant that the time may soon core when

every land . Heavenly Father, we commend us to thee during the
silent watches of the night. May our sleep be refreshing. May our

dreams be devout, and may our waking thoughts be of thee. Go

with us on the journey of life. May our path be as the morning
light, which shineth more and more unto the perfect day. May we
press on to higher and higher attainments, and gain daily victories
over the world and our own hearts. May our last days be our best

days. May our closing hours be our brightest hours. At evening
tide may there be light. Keep us as the apple of thine eye ; and

bring us to thy heavenly kingdom , for the Lord the Redeemer's
sake. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING. — Exodus XIII.
FATHER Almighty , maker of heaven and earth , and sea, and all
things therein, we would humbly approach thee with the sacrifice
of thanksgiving and praise for the mercies of the past night, and the
manifold comforts of this morning. Shepherd of Israel, thou watch

cst over us and ours, with an eye that never slumbers and never
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sleeps. Thou art our sun by day and our shield by night. Thou
leadest us in green pastures, and beside the still waters. We feel

that thou art drawing us to thyself by the cords of love ; that thou
hast not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us according to

our iniquities. May thine ineffable goodness prevail with us to for
sake every idol, and to present unto thee our souls and our bodies a

living sacrifice . God of our fathers, and our God,we thank thee for
all the manifestations of thy paternal kindness and regard to this
revolted world . Especially we bless thee for the revelation of thy
glorious grace and righteousness in the face of Jesus Christ. We
rejoice that Messiah hath come, and put away sin by the once offer
ing up of himself ; and that there is now no condemnation to them
who being united to him , walk no longer after the flesh, but after
the Spirit. May he be made unto us wisdom and righteousness, and
sanctification and redemption. And enable us to give ourselves to
him in an everlasting covenant : through his grace may we be cru
cified unto the world , and the world unto us : and setting him
always before us as our Redeemer, pattern, and guide, may we be
transformed into his image, and so made meet for the inheritanca
incorruptible , undefiled, and that fadeth not away. God of peace,
blot outthe multitude of our iniquities ; accept of us and our imper
fect services in the Beloved ; and grant for his sake, that goodness
and inercy may follow us all the days of our lives, and that we, and
all who are dear to us, may dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
Aurn .

FRIDAY EVENING . - MARK VI. 30 -56 .

O LORD, our Lord , how excellent is thy name in all the earth,
who hast set thy glory above the heavens. What is man that thou
dependent, how sinfulweare ; and let a double portion of the spirit
of humility be poured out upon our hearts when we thus come be
fore thee with the voice of supplication and prayer. Holy Father,

thou hast mercifully preserved and guided us to the close of another
confess our sins, to adore thy majesty, and show forth thy praise in
a song of Zion . Help us, we entreat thee, to trace all our comforts,
temporal and spiritual, to the inexhaustible and eternal fountain of

thy grace in Christ Jesus. Forbid that the very multitude and
the author and dispenser of all good ; or our own utter unworthi.
ness of the least of thy mercies. Grant rather that the thoughtmay
be constantly and affectingly present to our minds, that it is in thee
we live, and move, and have our being : and that thou hast there.
fore an infinite right, notmerely to the humble acknowledgments of
our lips, but to the cordial and devoted obedience of our lives And

136

EIGHTH WEER .

amidst all the manifestations of thy unmea

(SATURDAY MORNING

cvor, help us ever

duly to distinguish thine unspeakable gift. God ofmercy thou hast
not spared thine own Son, but delivered him up for us all. Glory
be to thy name for all that he did , and suffered , and procured for
sinners. We bless thee for the heavenly truths he revealed, for the
holy precepts he enjoined and exemplified, and for the stupendous
works of compassion and benevolence by which he was invincibly
declartid to be the Son ofGod, the Saviour of the world . Wepray
ihat his namemay be adored, and his saving health proclaimed, from
e risiug to the setting sun . And O may it be given unto each of
us to eau of his flesh, and drink ofhis blood , that wemay have eter

qal life. May the chastisement of our peace come upon him , and by
wis stripes may we be healed . May the law of the spirit of life
which is in him , make us free from the law of sin and death . Out
of his fulness may we continually receive grace according to our

varying recessities, and be all conducted by his power to the ever.
lasting rest that remaineth for his people. Holy Father, through
the intercession of our great high-priesi we desire to look for a gra
cious answer to our evening prayer ; and entreat thee to protect us

from all evil during the watches of the night, and to raise us up in
health and comfort on the morning of a new day, for thine is the

kingdom , and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SATURDAY MORNING .— EXODUS XIV .
GREAT and mai vellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty ; just
and true are thy ways, thou king of saints. Who shall not fear thee,
O Lord, and glorify thy name, for thou only art holy ? To whom
can we go but unto thee ; thou hast the words of eternal life.
Speak peace unto us, the sheep of thy pasture, this morning, and

let thy hand be upon us for good throughout the day. Bless to our
souls, we pray thee, that portion of thy holy word which we have
now read. Make it quick and powerful ; a discerner of the thoughts

and intents of our hearts. As thou knowest we severally require,
render it profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and in
struction in righteousness. O Lord , may we learn to tremble lest

the latter end of the wicked should be ours. Try us, O God, and
cause us to know ourselves. Keep back thy servants from all pre
sumptuous sins. Inspire us, we earnestly beseech thee, with that
godly fear which is the beginning of wisdom . Forbid that having

i so often made light of the terrors of thy justice, we should also be
found guilty of rejecting the overtures of thy grace. Forbid that
thy long-suffering patience should only aggravate our final condem

nation and ruin . Olet none of us love the darkness rather than the
light, because our deeds are evil. Enable us solemnly to bear in
mind that the wages of sin is death, and that we know neither the
day nor the hour when the Son o ran cometh . Suffer us, there.
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fore, no longer to despise the remonstrances of conscience or the
warning voices of thy providence. Suffer us no longer to grieve

and quench the Holy Spirit, no longer to neglect or to trifle with
the great salvation. O Lord , without thee we can do nothing.
Make us a willing people in the day of thy power. Give unto us,
on the behalf of Christ, to believe on his name ; and do thou , for his
sake, sprinkle our hearts from an evil conscience ; work in us both
to will and to do of thy good pleasure, and enable us henceforth to
walk in all the ordinances and commandments of thy law blameless.
God of our righteousness, turn not away our prayers from thee, nor

thy mercy from us. And hasten , we entreat thee, the time when all
the ends of the earth and all the islands of the sea shall share with

us the privileges and the blessings of the gospel of peace. And unto
thee, Father, Son , and Holy Ghost, be all the honor and glory,
world without end. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING.– MARK VII.
Father of the spirits of all flesh, with the deepest reverence and
self-abasement we desire again to prostrate our souls at the footstool

of thy throne of grace. Thou art the high and holy One,who inhab
iteth eternity and the praises thereof. We are sinful dust and ashes.

Our hearts are by nature deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked , and we are chargeable in thy sight, who art of purer eyes
than to behold iniquity, with innumerable acts of delinquency and
rebellion . If thou shouldst mark iniquity, O Lord ,who shall stand ?
But with the there is mercy and plenteous redemption for the chief
of sinners. Be merciful to us that we perish not. Enable us to re

pent, and embrace with the whole heart the gospel message of recon .
ciliation. Give us right perceptions of the extent, the spirituality,
and immutable obligations of thy holy law ; and pour upon our
hearts the spirit of conviction and contrition , that we may look upon
him whom our sins have pierced, and mourn as one mourneth for an

only son . But while we lament the guilty cause , let us be filled with

exceeding joy, through the blessed effects of his humiliation and
obedience unto death, even the death of the cross. Precious to our
weary heavy laden souls is the assurance that the blood of thy Son
cleanseth us from all sin . For his sake hide thy face from our trans.

gressions, and remember them no more forever . And vouchsafe to
us also , we do earnestly pray, deliverance from the bondage of cor

ruption. Baptize us with the Holy Ghost as with fire . Sanctify us

wholly in soul, and body, and spirit. Enable us to delight in thy
law after the inner man , and make us altogether such as thou
wouldst have us to be. Holy Father, we desire to intercede with

thee on behalf of our beloved relatives and friends. With us may
they be washed in the fountain opened in the house of Israel, and
created again in Christ Jesus unto good works ; and when all our
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wanderings and trials in this land of strangers and pilgrims are
ended,may we have a joyfulmeeting in the light and purity of his
heavenly kingdom . Gracious God ,forgive, we entreat thee,the sins of
the day, and the week now past, and surround usby thy favor during
the hours of repose. · Grant also that we may be duly prepared for
the solemn and delightful services of the approaching sabbath .
And do thou strengthen the hands of every faithful minister, and
bless all the assemblies of thy saints , and let thy word have free
course and be glorified in all the regions of the earth . And unto
thee, with the Son and the blessed Spirit, shall be ascribed the glory,
as it was in the beginning, now is, and ever shall be. Amen.

Winth Work .
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALM XXX.
O LORD our God, who art over all, God blessed for evermore, un .
to whom shall we go but unto thee, for thou alone art worthy to re
ceive all homage, and thou hast in thyself the words of eternal life .
Thou art the everlasting God , the creator of the ends of the earth.
Thou art the supreme governer among all the nations of men .

Thou art the unfailing refuge of all them who place their trust in
thy ever holy and all-excellent name. On this, the morning of thy
hallowed day, we will then praise thee for the glory of thy majesty,
and we will join together in acknowledging the greatness of thy
mercy. For verily thou art a great God, and a great King above all

ftrength ofu,hast in thy art a great owle

gods. Thou hast in thy hands the depths of the earth , and also the
strength of the everlasting hills. Thou art also good and gracious.
In thee all thy creatures live, and move, and have their being.
Thou didst at first create us out of nothing, breathe into us the

breath of life, and make us living, and rational, and immortal spirits.
Thou still sustainest us upon the earth . Thy goodness is new to us
every morning, and thy faithfulness every evening. How great is

the loving-kindness of the Lord ! And all this is highly enhanced,
thou art mindful of him ; or the son of man that thou deignest to
visit him ? Not only have we sinned against God , in times and

ways unnumbered. Not only have we, by a thousand iniquities, de

served thy righteous displeasure; but, notwithstanding all the boun
ties enjoyed by, and all the privileges conferred upon us, we are
ever, by reason of hearts naturally depraved , and by reason of unbe

lief,rearly to depart from thy ways, and scorn the paths of thy com
mandments. It is our encouragement, however, to know that there
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is mercy with thee, that thou mayest be feared . O then, for the sake
of thy Son who died for sinners, and who rose again , who is even at
thy right hand , and whom thou hearest always, lift on us the light
of thy countenance and love us freely. O do not remember our sins
against us,butmercifully blot them all from the book of thy remem .
brance. Thou hast no pleasure in the death of the wicked . thou hast
no delight in the punishment of the rebellious. Thou knowest that

there is no profit in our blood, and no praise froin us in the dust.
We now therefore cry, and make supplication unto thee. And we
trust that thou wilt hear and have mercy upon us. We stand in

need of purifying grace, no less than pardon. Create in us clean
hearts, renew within us right spirits. Conform us more and more to

thy blessed image, and having a sense of thy forgiving love in Christ
broughthome to us by thy Spirit, let us run with enlargement of
heart the way of thy commandments. Let thy grace strengthen us
against inward weakness and outward temptations. If left to our

selves we become foolish and thoughtless ; and are ever ready to fall
down the prey of our spiritual enerny. Deliver us then by thy
power, lest we expose ourselves to thy correcting hand . If how
ever, we should come to meet with trials let us not despond , but
rather, resigned to thy will, hope in thy returning mercy, and have
ing our soul's desire to thee, and to the remembrance of thy name,

comfort ourselves with the recollection , that though weeping may
endure for a night, joy will come in the morning. For these pur
poses bless to us the means of grace, and bless the same to all who
are privileged to enjoy them . Go forth on this thine own day, with
a preached word everywhere . Let thy namebe glorified in the con
version of sinners, and the edification of saints ; wherever the name
of the Saviour is declared in truth ,may he be the power of God, and
the wisdom of God unto salvation. Draw nigh unto such as are in

distress. Comfort the mourners, relieve the oppressed, speak peace
to the dying. Hear this day the prayer of the aged man . Hear the

prayer of the man engaged amid the cares of life. Hear the prayer
of the inexperienced man. And may all these, with ours, ascending
to heaven above, draw down a blessing, even the answer of peace,
from thee the mighty God of Jacob. And to thee, the Father, the

Son , and the Holy Ghost, be all praise for ever and ever. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALM XXXI.

ALMIGHTY and most blessed God, who art the Father of lights
and the fountain of all blessing, we would upon this, the evening of
thy holy day, come into thy presence, and worship at the foot-stool
of thy throne on high. Thou art our Creator. Thou didst at first
form us cut of nothing, breathe into us the breath of life , and make
us rational, and living, and immortal souls. We depend upon thee

for the continuance of life and all its enjoyments . Were thy hand
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withdrawn for one moment, our breath would depart, our counte .
nance would change, we would decay and die . Let us then ever re
member that we are not our own, but that we are thine, and that to

thy unmerited kindness we owe every thing which we have, and

everything which wehope to possess. More especially , 0 our God,
let us, in the day oftrouble and grief, when these may come, put all
our trust in thy mercy. The carnal spirit, we feel, is most ready at
such seasons to look to the creature, and expect to find relief in the
world. But alas, that is vain. Let us then be animated with the
spirit of those who, being reconciled to , are in covenant with , thee

through Christ, and thus knowing that their immortal interests are
secure, have, in tribulation , not only peace, but even comfort and
joy . And that this may be the case , may thy Holy Spirit open to
us, out of thy word , our fallen condition as sinners, lead us to in .

creasing faith in Christ the Saviour, and so fill our souls with all joy
in believing. Weknow that without this there can be no true bap

piness here. We are every day exposed to temptation . But if we
have an interest in thy word, and a share in the riches of thy grace,
a triumph will be obtained by us over every enemy. Weknow that

we are every day liable to suffering. But if we have an interest in
thy word , and a share in the riches of thy grace, all things, whether
prosperous or adverse, will work together for our good , as well as

for thy glory. We know that we are every day subject to death .
But if we have an interest in thy word, and a share in the riches of
thy grace , we shall, at the last hour, be able to commend our spirits
into thy hand , seeing thou hast redeemed us, Lord God of truth .
Our souls then would wait for the Lord ; yea , our souls would wait

for the Lord more than they who watch for the morning light. Keep
us ever in thy fear ; guide us ever by thy counsel ; leave us not to

ourselves ; give us not over to the world . Follow with a blessing
all the religious exercises in which we or thy people any where may
have been engaged in . Pardon the sins of our holy things. Forgive
our formality, our insensibility, our indifference, which too frequent.

ly mingle with our religious services. Let thy knowledge be spread
over all people . Comfort, this evening, the depressed , and be gra
cious to the dying. Let thy hand be about us and all our friends.

If it be thy holy will that we should see the light and partake of the
enjoyments, fit us for the duties of another day. The longer we live,
let us live the more to thy praise, and be gradually fitted for spend .

ing an eternal Sabbath in the land of rest. Merciful y forgive our
unnumbered sins ; and all we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . — Exodus XV.

O LORD, who art the only living and true God , praise waits for
thee in Zion, and thou alone art the object of adoration and homage,
obedience and love. Thou art great, and greatly to be had in reve
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striking perfection of thy all-glorious nature , thou hast exhibited in
all the works which thou hast done among the children ofmen . In
the beginning thou didst make the heaven and the earth , and all that
therein are. At thy command , for thou art omnipotent, the sun and
all the host above shone in the fair firmament. At thy command,

the earth , with its strength, and fertility , and beauty, stood upon her
everlasting pillars. At thy command, man and beast, and every
living thing, were seen to people the fair fabric . Surely there is no
God like unto thee, and there is none among the sons of the mighty
who can once be compared unto thee. Glorious art thou in holiness,

fearful in praises, ever doing wonders. As in the omnipotence of
thy power, thou hast created, so in the exercise of that attribute thou
still superintendest the affairs of thy universe. All things are under
thy command and guidance ; all creatures, animate and inanimate,
depend upon thy providence and care. Thy mercy is in the heavens ;
thou art the preserver of man and beast. Let us then extol thy

name, let us tell thy excellence, let us show forth the wonders of thy
power. We would ever adore thee, especially as the Redeemer of
the guilty, through thy Son, our Saviour. Blessed be thy name,
that thou didst think of us in our low and in our lost estate . Blessed
be thy name, that thou didst send the Son of thy love to die for us.
Blessed be thy name, that our redemption has been accomplished ,

and that he is now a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance unto
Israel, and the remission of all their sins. O Lord our God, as our
bodies are constantly sustained by thy power in life, and breath, and

all things, may our souls be redeemed from sin , through the might
of thy grace. Deliver us then , we beseech thee, from the punish
ment of guilt ; emancipate us, we beseech thee, from the dominion
of sin ; raise us, we beseech thee, above the power of temptation , so

that we may experience upon our souls the influences of that Al.
mighty Spirit which quickeneth the dead , and calleth those things
that be not, as though they were . We are very ready, weacknowl.
edge, to forget our dependence upon thee, and to ascribe our mercies
to our own merits. O deliver us even from such a delusion ; may
we ever remember, that as thou art the God of our life, and the foun
tain of our salvation , so every blessing, whether it be the attainment

of good , or whether it be deliverance from evil, is owing solely to
him in whom we live, and move, and have our being. Let us there
fore often meditate on the riches of thy love. For thou in thy mercy

hast led forth the people whom thou hast redeemed , thou hast guided
them by thy strength to a holy habitation . We commend us unto
thee at this time. As thou hast spared us through the night depart
ed, and brought us to the light and enjoyments, fit us for all the du
ties, of another day. O Lord , save us from outward accident. O
Lord, keep us from evil. O Lord, visit us with thy goodness. O
Lord, comfort us with the hope of thy salvation . Guide us by thy

counsel, prepare us for thy will, and finally receive us to thyself.
And all we ask is only in the name, and for the sake of Christ.
Amen .
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MONDAY EVENING . - MARK VIII.
ETERNAL God, who art every where present, the Father of lights ,
and from whom cometh down every good and perfect gift, wemay
well adore and bless thy name. O how many have been thy won .
derful works, and thy compassionate thoughts to the fallen sons of
men . But alas, we are most ready to forget the God who made us,
and lightly esteem the rock of our salvation . Deliver us from this
sin, and remember it not any more against us. We adore thy name
for all themercy shown to us throughout this day. And now we
pray that we be enabled to glorify thy name, both by reason of thine
own excellence, and by reason of thy kindness to us. May we re

joice in thee at all times, as our help and our hope, and instead of

ever desponding in times of trial, may we take thy past, as a pledge
of thy future love. Above all things, we pray for spiritual blessing ;
and while thou art feeding our bodies with the bread which perishes,
feed our souls with the bread of life, which cometh down from heaven ,
and of which , if a man eat, he shall never die . Lord , evermore give

us this bread. May our souls then be enlightened with the knowl.
edge of thy truth , fitted with heavenly grace, and inspired by the
breathing of thine eternal Spirit.

Then we shall live happily here,

and be prepared for the exercises and enjoyments of hereafter. We
lament before thee, the sad depravity of our hearts ; wemourn over
our readiness to depart from thy ways. O stablish us in the faith !
O conform our souls to thine image ! O strengthen our resolutions!
In the day of duty may we be diligent, in the season of trial patient,
in the hour of temptation faithful. Taking up our cross may we fol.
low Christ, and whatever inconveniences may arise in this career,
may we be strengthened to bear with them all, and be more than
conquerors through him who loved us. Be with us, and with all
connected to us, whether by the ties of nature, or friendship , or
grace, this evening. Watch over us. Let no evil come nigh unto
us.

If thou art pleased to spare us until another day, when we

awake may we behold thy face in righteousness, and be satisfied with
thy likeness. Hear and accept for Christ's sake. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . — Exodus XVI.

ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed Lord God , look upon us in mercy ,
now that we approach thee in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,
thy Son , our Saviour, and in a dependence on the assistance of thy

Holy Spirit. Thou art infinitely exalted, yet infinitely condescend
ing. Though thou art altogether independent of us, and we have
offencied griev usly against thee thou takest a kind and fatherly in .
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terest in all our concerns, both temporal and spiritual. We thank
thee for all those instances in which the dispensations of thy provi.
dence towards us have been directly and obviously favorable. “ Bless
the Lord , O our souls, and forget not all his benefits. Give us grace
to be thankful also for all the privations and troubles with which we
have been visited, and to say, from the heart, Shall we receive good
at the hand of the Lord, and shall we not receive evil also ? Con .
tinue, we beseech thee, to furnish us with whatever is necessary for
our bodily support, while we sojourn on earth . Give us day by day
our daily bread ; and having food and raiment,may we be there.

with content. But o let us not be so concerned and busied about
the meat that perisheth , as to neglect that meat which endureth
unto everlasting life. Feed us, we pray thee, with the bread of life
that cometh down from heaven . Lord , refresh our souls with light,
and pardon, and peace, and holiness, and all the blessings of gospel
salvation . May it please thee, also ,to keep us in a spirit of habitual
and constant dependence on the communications of thy grace, so
that wemay daily and hourly be obtaining fresh supplies from the

inexhaustible fountain of our Redeemer's fulness. May the pure
and noble enjoyments which thou hast provided for us, abundantly
satisfy our souls, so that we may never become desirous of returning

to the follies and sins of the world , which we profess to have heart
ily forsaken . Lord, enable us so to conduct our temporal concerns
that they may not interfere with those of our souls and of eternity .
Give us, especially, to have a most conscientious regard to thy holy

sabbath . May we wisely prepare for its weekly return ; may we
hail it when it actually arrives ; and may we enjoy it as a foretaste
of the rest which remaineth for thy people, and improve it as a

preparation for an eternal sabbath in heaven. We bless thee for

watching over us during the darkness and silence of the past night,
and for sparing us to see and enjoy this day. With the light of the

morning lift upon us the light of thy gracious and reconciled coun.
tenance. Take us under thy protection throughout the day. Keep
us from all evil, and assist us in every duty. Never leave us, o
Lord ; never torsake us. While we live, may we be guided by thy

counsel, aud when we die, may we be received to thy glory, for
Christ's sake. Amen.

TUESDAY EVENING. – MARK IX . 1-29.
Most gracious God, may we find it good for us to be here , and to
be thus engaged at this time. Though we cannot be always em .

ployed in positive acts of worship , may we delight in frequent op
portunities; and even while we are discharging other duties, may
we be ever ready to turn to thee, and in respect of the prevalent
disposition of our minds, pray without ceasing ; pray always with

all prayer and supplication in the spirit. Glory be to thee, O
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Father of mercies, and God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, fo
sending thine only-begotten and well-beloved Son into the world , to

suffer and die for us miserable and perishing sinners. And blessed
be thy name, O thou divine Redeemer, who didst so long veil that
glory of which a glimpse was given on the mount of transfiguration ,
and didst accomplish that decease at Jerusalem on which all our

hope of mercy is founded . What could we have looked for but
fiery indignation, hadst thou not put away sin by the sacrifice of
thyself? But if even while we were enemies, we were reconciled by

thy death ,much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by thy
life ? How are we indebted to thy bounty, O Lord, we whom thou

hast redeemed with so precious a ransom , enriched with so noble a
gift, honored with so high a privilege ! What fear, what love, what

thanks, what praise, are due by us to thee who hast thus pitied ,
thus loved, thus rescued, thus sanctified, thus exalted us ! The
whole of our ability, the whole of our hearts and services, our very
life and being, are thy just tribute. But, alas, how weak , and sinful,
and lukewarm are we ! What can we do without thee ?

Thou ,

therefore, from whom all good things do come, impart to us, for thy
name's sake, of thy good treasure, that of thy own good gifts wemay
give back again to thee, and, by thy grace, be enabled to trust, and

serve, and please thee , and to render thee due and daily praise for
all thy works of mercy, yea, even for the very power of rendering

thee this praise. What requital shall we make for all thy inesti
mable mercies ! Thou commandest us to love thee, but how can we
ever love thee enough ? nay, who are we, that thou shouldest desire
or accept our love at all ? In truth , however, may we be able to say,
Lord, thou knowest all things, thou knowest that we love thee.
Thou art our strength , our fortress, our refuge, our helper , our de
liverer : in a word, thou art our God ; and whatever we have, or
can do, or are, or hope, all is of thee, and in thee, and by thee, and
to thee. The case of the demoniac is but a faint emblem , O Lord,
of our sinful, degraded , and enslaved condition , from the very womb.

Deliver us by thy grace and power, deliver us and ours from this
wretched thraldom . Enable us, we pray thee, to realize the bless

ings of salvation, through faith in the righteousness of the Redeemer.
May it be given unto us, in behalf of Christ, to believe in his name.
We believe ; Lord, help our unbelief; Lord , increase our faith .

Open our ears to hear thy truth . Enable us to incline our car and
come to thee, to hear that our souls may live. Open also our lips,
that our mouth may show forth thy praise. May nothing proceed

out of our mouth but that which is good to the use of edifying. May
we delight to speak of the things of God, and to spread abroad the
savor of the Redeemer's name. Strengthen us also , we beseech thee,
for all the duties of the Christian life, that wemay prove the sincer:

ity of our profession, and the reality of our deliverance from the
guilt of sin and the bondage of the devil, by the evidence of a useful

and holy life. Give us repentance to the acknowledging ofthe truth ,
that we may recover ourselves out of the snare of the devil, who are
naturally taken captive by him at his will. May we be strong in

thee, and in the power of thy might. Taking to ourselves the whole
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armor of God ,may we be able to withstand in the evil day, and hav
ing done all, to stand. We thank thee, heavenly Father, for thy

goodness towards us throughout the day which is now drawing to a
close . Pardon, we pray thee, whatever thou hast seen amiss in us,
for in inany respects we have erred and come short. Take us under
thy protection during the watches of the night; grant us needful re
freshment ; and spare us to see and to enjoy a new day. May we
pass the remainder of our days in thy fear, and may we die in thy
favor, for the sake ofthe Lord Jesus, for whom we bless thee, and

to whom ,with thee, the Father, and the Holy Spirit, one God, be
ascribed equal and eternal praise . Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING .— Exodus XVII.
BLESSED be thy name, O heavenly Father, for the fellowship with
thee and with thy Son Jesus Christ, with which thou favorest all

thy believing people. Blessed be thy name for the refuge and help
they find in thee. Let thine ear be ever open to our cry, and let
thine eye be ever upon us for good . Should all things appear to be
against us, and all our means of deliverance fail, be thou our present

help in the time of trouble. To thee all things are possible ; and
when thou beginnest to work , difficulties disappear, and sorrows are

dissipated . Forever blessed be thy name, if thou hast given us to
know thee as our reconciled God, to accept of thy salvation , and to
find rest under the shadow of thy wings. Thou knowest, O Lord,
our need of refreshment in this our journey through the wilderness
of life ; thou knowest all the wants of our bodies, and all the long

ings of our souls. In both respects do thou supply us ; in both re
spects may bread be given unto us, and may our water be sure. O
let us not mistake the true nature and the true source of consola

tion ; let us not be guilty of the sin and folly of forsaking thee, the
Fountain of living waters, and hewing out to ourselves broken cis .

terns that can hold no water. O God , thou art our God , early will
we seek thee ; our souls thirst for thee, our flesh longeth for thee in
a dry and thirsty land , where no water is. We stretch forth our

hands unto thee. Hear us speedily, O Lord ; our spirits fail : hide
not thy face from us, lest webe like them that go down into the pit.
O satisfy us early with thy goodness . Lord, give us living water,
that drinking thereof, we may never so thirst again , but that it may
be in us a well of water, springing up into everlasting life. Carry
us on safely, we beseech thee, quite through this desert ; and bring
us at last to the place where we shall hunger no more, neither thirst

any more ; neither shall the sun light on us, nor any heat; for the
Lamb who is in the midst of the throne, shall feed us, and shall lead
us unto living fountains ofwater ; and God shall wipe away all tears
from our eyes. But, O Lord, we would not forget that we are yet
in the wilderness , and exposed to the assaults ofmany enemies. In
10
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the name of our God we will set up our banners. Lord , hear us in
the day of trouble ; the name of the God of Jacob defend us, and
save us, and give us the victory . Webeseech thee, O Lord, more

particularly to defend us from all the dangers, both temporal and
spiritual, to which wemay be exposed , and to assist us in all the du
ties to which we may be called, during the day on which we are
now entering. While we bless thee for thy care during the night,
we implore the continuance of thy favor. Our voice shalt thou hear
in the morning, O Lord ; in the morning will we direct our prayer
unto thee, and will look up. May we walk in the light of thy coun
tenance ; in thy namemay we rejoice all the day. O Lord, hear ; 0)

Lord , forgive ; O Lord, hearken and do ; defer not, for thine own
sake, O our God . Lord, accept of our imperfect services, and grant
us an answer in peace ; in the name, and for the sake of Jesus Christ,

thy Son, our Lord and Saviour. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING .– MARK IX. 30 -50.
Holy, holy, holy , Lord God Almighty , who wast, who art, and
who art to come ; thou art worthy to receive glory, and honor, and
power, for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they
exist, and were created . Who shall not fear thee, O Lord , and

glorify thy name? for thou only art holy, and allnations shall come
and worship before thee. All thy works praise thee, O Lord, and
thy saints bless thee. Wewill speak of the glory of thy kingdom ,
and talk of thy power ; to make known to the sons of men thy

mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of thy kingdom . Thou, o
Lord , madest us that we might promote thy glory, and be perfectly
happy with thee ; and glory be to thy name ! though we have re
bulled against thee, thou hast provided a way for our restoration to

thy favor. We confess and deplore before thee our great sinfulness
by nature and practice. Behold , wewere shapen in iniquity, and in

sin did our mothers conceive us. Our hearts are deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked. We have done the things which

thou hast forbiden, and we have left undone the things which thou
hast commanded ; so that there is no spiritual health in us. God be

merciful unto us, sinners. See, O God , our shield ; look upon us in
the face of thine Anointed . Blot out our manifold offences, for the

sake of him who died for our sins, and rose again for our justification .
Lord, humble us under thy mighty hand , that we may be exalted in
due time. Teach us true humility, both towards thyself, and to
wards our fellow - creatures. Give us a right and charitable frame of

spirit towards all men. May we be ready to do good to all, as we
have opportunity, and especially to those who are of the household
of faith . Lord, sanctify us by thy Holy Spirit, and form us more
and more after thine own image. Convince us of the absolute ne
cessity of obtaining deriverance from the love and practice of sin, in
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order to escape from the coming wrath . Deliver us from presump

tuous sins, and from secret faults ; let no iniquity obtain dominion
over us. Save us particularly from the sins that most easily beset
us, and enable us heartily to renounce them , though they may have
been dear to us as a right hand, or a right eye. While we tremble
at the thought, we yet acknowledge thy goodness, O Lord , in un
veiling to us, in some degree, the terrors of the place where the
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched . Lord, avert from us
a doom so insupportable. Lord, save us from going down to the pit,
for thou hast found a ransom . Lord, enable us to flee for refuge to
the Saviour. Whatever else thou deniest us, deny us not thy grace ;

take not thy Holy Spirit from us. Of whatever else we may come
short, let us not come short of heaven . We offer thee our united

thanks for thy goodness to us during the day. It is a good thing to
give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto thy name, O
Most High ; to show forth thy loving-kindness in the morning, and
thy faithfulness every night. Deliver us from the pestilence that
walketh in darkness , as well as from the arrow that flieth at noonday .

May we lay ourselves down in peace, and sleep ; for thou, Lord,
only makest us to dwell in safety. While we sleep , let no plague
come nigh our dwelling ; and may we awake in the morning to sing

of thy mercy. Our waiting eyes are towards thee, O Lord . Hear
in heaven, the habitation of thy holiness. When thou hearest, for
give, and send us an answer in peace, for the sake of Jesus Christ,

thy Son, our Lord and Saviour. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . — EXODUS XX.
O LORD our God, thou art very great, thou art clothed with
majesty and honor. Thou art the maker and preserver of heaven
and earth . Thou alone art worthy, O Lord , to receive glory, and
honor, and power, for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleas

ure they are , and were created . Thou art the sovereign Ruler of the
universe, to whom every knee should bow , and every tongue confess.

Thou art our God , and thou hast been our fathers' God . Thou art
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom thou hast

loved us with an everlasting love. O impress our minds with just
views of thy glorious perfections, and fill our hearts with a deep and
abiding sense of thy great and undeserved mercy, in sending thy
Son to visit and redeem our souls.

Blessed be thy name, that thou

hast laid help for us on one so mighty , and so willing to save. Wert
thou to enter into judgment with us, we could not answer thee ; by
deeds of the law no living flesh shall be justified, for we have all
sinned , and come short of thy glory. O that we may be found be

fore thee, having not our own righteousness, which is of the law ,
even the righteousness which is of God by faith ; washed, and justi

and which is as filthy rags, but having the righteousness of Christ,
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fied, and sanctified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit
of our God . But while we rejoice with humble and heartfelt grati
tude, that we are not under the law , but under grace ; we would

remember that the law is holy and just, and good. O that we may
obtain clear and solemnizing views of its extent, for it is exceeding

broad ; and of its spirituality , for it reaches to the very thoughts and
intents of the heart. May it give us the knowledge of our sins, and
thus prove a schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, who is the end
of the law for righteousness, to every one that believeth . May that
love of God which is the fulfilling of thy law , be shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost, that constrained by this divine principle
wemay learn more and more to deny ourselves to all ungodliness
and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and godly in the
present evil world. May the fear of the Lord be before our eyes

continually , that we may stand in awe, and not in sin . May we be
enabled to worship and serve thee, now , and at all times, with true

hearts and right spirits. May we delight in all those ordinances of
thy grace, which bring us into communion with God. May we es
pecially account thy sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord and

honorable, turning our foot away from whatever would profane it,
not doing our own ways, nor finding our own pleasures, nor speak
ing our own words ; that so wemay delight ourselves in the Lord.

May we be kindly affectioned one toward another ; remembering
this thy holy commandment, that he who loveth God , should love
his brother also. May we have grace to cherish , and exercise all

those domestic affections, which bind the family circle together in
the bonds of mutual love. May we be holy in all manner of con
versation in our intercourse with others. May we be enabled to
do justly, and to love mercy , and to speak every man truth with his
neighbor ; whatsoever we would that others should do unto us, may
we do so also unto them . Lord , let us not think that we have al

ready attained, or that we are already perfect. But forgetting the
things which are behind , and reaching forth unto those things
which are before , may we press on towards the mark for the prize
of the high calling of God . And when at length he who is our
life shall appear, may we also appear with him in glory . We are
unworthy of the least of these thy mercies, but worthy is the Lamb
who was slain for us. For his sake take away all our sins, and send
us an answer of peace, and to thy name shall be all the praise,
world without end. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - MARK X. 1 -27.
ALMIGHTY and most merciful God, thou art the former of our
bodies, and the Father of our spirits ; and great cause have we to

make mention of thy loving-kindness in the morning, and of thy
faithfulness every night. Assembled as we are anew around the
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domestic altar, we would remember that thou settest the solitary in
families, and determinest the bounds of our habitations. Wewould

praise thy name for the provision thou hast made for the welfare
and happiness of mankind by implanting within us those affections
which bind us together, and by establishing and blessing all those

endearing domestic relations, on which, in this life, our mutual com
fort so greatly depends. Grant, O Lord, that in all these relations,
wemay be found through thy grace faithful to each other, and faith

ful to thee ; forbearing one another, and forgiving oneanother, dwell
ing together in the unity of the Spirit, which is the bond of perfect
ness, living as heirs of the grace of life, and walking in all the stat
utes and ordinances of the Lord, blameless. Blessed be God for
the abundant encouragement we have received , not only to come

ourselves, but to bring even the young and tender unto Christ our
Lord . As we were all in infancy dedicated to the Saviour in the

holy ordinance of baptism , may we be kept by his mighty power
through faith unto salvation. Alas ! how little have we realized the
obligations which our early dedication unto God involved ! we have

sinned against Heaven and before thee, and are no more worthy to
be called thy children . Lord, grant unto us the grace of true repent
ance, that as we have done iniquity in the time past, we may do so

no more. May we indeed have power given us through faith to be

come thy children , that day by day we may commit our way unto
the Lord, and that night by night we may lie down trusting in the
care and protection of our Father in heaven . And seeing, O Lord ,
that in this world we are beset on every hand with temptations and

snares, let us not be high -minded , but fear. Lord, let not the cares
of this life, neither the deceitfulness of riches, nor the lusts of other
earthly things, enter in to entice us away from thee. May we learn
to live above the world even while we are in it. Knowing that the

fashion of this world passeth away, that here we have no continuing
city, nor sure place of abode, may we have our treasure in the
heavens, and our hearts there also ; and by patient continuance in

well-doing, be seeking for glory, honor and immortality. May the
love of God be so abundantly shed abroad in our hearts, that we
may be ready at all times to deny ourselves, to take up our cross,
and to follow him who redeemed us, not with corruptible things
such as silver and gold , but with his own precious blood. May our

souls be so filled with a sense of what he hath done and suffered for
our sakes, that wemay be ready to suffer the loss of all things for his
sake, and to esteem even the reproach of Christ greater riches than
the treasures of Egypt. And grant that, following him in the re
generation, through good report, and through bad report, wemay at

length be found meet for the inheritance of the saints. And when

hewho is our life shall appear, may we also appear with him in
glory. Hear us, good Lord, and when thou hearest forgive ; turn
not away thy face from us,neither our prayer from thee, and all that

tve ask is for Christ Jesus' sake. Amen.
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FRIDAY MORNING . - EXCDUS XXIV.

ALMIGHTY God,thou art the high and the lofty Onewho inhabit.
est eternity , and whose name is holy . Thou art of purer eyes than to
behold evil, and canst not look upon sin . The heavens are not clean

in thy sight. Thou chargest thine angels with folly. How much
more abominable and filthy is man, who hath drank up iniquity like
water ! We, O Lord , are all by nature the children of wrath, even
as others. We have committed two great evils : we have forsaken

thee, the fountain of living waters, and we have hewn out for our
selves cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water. Our whole

nature is corrupt ; ourminds are blinded through the ignorance that
is in us ; our hearts are depraved ; there is no health in us. In us,
that is, in our flesh , there dwelleth no good thing.

To do evil, in

deed, we can, but to do good we have no knowledge. Even the
good that we would , that wedo not; but the evil that we would not,
that we do. Blessed be God that we are not under the law , but un
der grace ! Blessed be God for the rich provisions of a covenant of

mercy ; a covenant which is well- ordered in all things and sure. In
and through that covenant we rejoice to believe that thou art just,
and the justifier of the ungodly who believe in Jesus. May the
blood of that everlasting covenant be applied to our souls, that our

guilt may be taken away ; that the curse of a broken law may be
forever removed from us, so that, whereas we were sometime far off
wemay be brought nigh through the blood of Christ. Receiving it
as a faithful saying , and worthy of all acceptation, that he died for
sinners , even for the chief, may we obtain peace through the blood
of his cross, even peace with God. O the depth of the riches, both
of the wisdom and the knowledge ofGod. Herein indeed was love,
not that we loved God , but thatGod loved us, sparing not his own

Son, but freely giving him unto the death for us all. May that love
of God , that perfect love which casteth out fear, be shed abroad in
our hearts by the Holy Ghost, that so we may be encouraged and
strengthened with humble confidence to draw near to thy presence,
and to hold communion with thee as our reconciled God and Father

in Christ Jesus. And, O Lord , may we find grace to walk worthy

of that high vocation wherewith we have been called. May we live
as becometh those whom God hath chosen out of the world, to be
an holy nation , a peculiar people unto himself. Having avouched
the Lord to be our God , having solemnly engaged that whatever
others do, as for us and our house we will serve the Lord, may we

come out from the world , and be transformed by the renewing of our
minds, and give ourselves up, soul, and body, and spirit, as living
sacrifices, holy and acceptable unto God , which is our reasonable
service. May our life be, even now , hid with Christ in God ; and
when he who is our life shall appear, may we also appear with him

in glory. Amen.

FRIDAY EVENING.]

NINTH WEEK

151

FRIDAY EVENING .- MARK X. 28 –52.
O LORD our God , thou art the hearer of prayer, and unto thee
shall all flesh come. Blessed be thy name, for the freedom of access
we enjoy to thy throne of grace, and for the sure promise we have

received, that whatsoever things we shall ask in Christ's name, be
lieving, we shall receive. Help us to ask in faith, believing that

thou art, and that thou art the rewarder of them that diligently seek
thee. O Lord, do thou impress our minds with a deep and abiding
sense of the preciousness of Christ. May we account all other things

but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of the Saviour ; may
we feel that all other things are less than nothing and vanity, com
pared with winning Christ, and being found in him . Under this

conviction ,may we be ready to follow him through good report, and
through bad report ; to take up our cross, to deny ourselves and to

go after Jesus. And grant that we may be daily growing up into
him in all things, who is the head , that wemay attain to the meas

ure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. May we take his yoke
upon us, and learn of him who was meek and lowly of heart; put
ting on bowels of mercies, humbleness of mind, meekness, long -suf
fering, forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, that so
men may have cause to take knowledge of us that we have been
with Jesus. Forbid , O God, that we should think we have already
attained , or that we are already perfect. This one thing may we
do, forgetting the things that are behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before,may we be ever pressing on towards

the mark, for the prize of the high calling of God, in Christ Jesus
our Lord . And instead of proudly and self-complacently assuming a

right to thy favor, may we feel that we are less than the least of all

thy mercies, and that it is only because thy compassions fail not that
we are not consumed . Truly we are unprofitable servants. We
have done the things we ought not to have done ; we have neglected

those things it was our duty to do. Good Lord, sanctify to us all
the trials and vicissitudes of our earthly pilgrimage. When op
pressed at any time with afflictions, may we learn to look unto
Christ who endured the cross, despising the shame, and is now set
down at the right hand of the majesty in the heavens. And grant,
heavenly Father, that we may be apt to learn those lessons of

heavenly wisdom which the dispensation of thy providence towards
us may be fitted and designed to teach. May we walk before thee

as children of the light and of the day, committing our way unto the
hope of thy glory. Forgive, O Lord , the sins of this day, and of

Lord . In thy light may we see light clearly, and rejoice in the

all our days. We thank thee for the goodness and mercy, thoiz art

still making to follow us. May we lie down this evening and take
quiet rest ; may no plague come nigh our dwelling, and at whatever
time we awake, may we be still with God . Let thy mercy , O God ,
be still on us, as we hope in thee. And to thy name in Christ Jesus,

shall be everlasting praise. Amen.
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SATURDAY MORNING . - EXODUS XXXII.

O LORD, thou art the King of glory. Thou art clothed with light
which no man can approach unto, and live. We thank thee for the
revelation which thou hast given of thy character and will, both in
the works of thy hand, and in the word of thy grace. We especially
praise thee for having made thyself known to us, as God, in Christ,
reconciling us to thyself, and not imputing our trespasses unto us.
We lament that such slightand passing impressions have been made
by these discoveries, on our minds. Our understandings are still
darkened by error and sin . Our hearts are awfully dead to the
awakening truths of thy word . We remain strangely .insensible of
our condition toward thee, and the eternal world . There is in us a
mournful want of true relish for thy service. And even when we
draw near to thee with our mouths, and honor thee with our lips,
our hearts continue, or soon depart, far from thee . After all our
approaches to thy throne of grace, and all the manifestations given
to us of thy glory, and all the professions which we have made of

repentance, and love, and new obedience, we have been still turned
aside by a heart that is deceitful above all things, and grievously in
firm , and we have straightway forgotten all thy mercies, and all our

solemn engagements to be thine. Lord , enter not into judgment
with us.

Let it repent thee concerning thy servants.

early with thy mercies.

Satisfy us

May we know and see, that it is an evil

and a bitter thing, thus to have forsaken the Lord our God.
ble us under thy mighty hand.

Hum

Exalt us in the righteousness and

strength of Jesus. Blessed Redeemer,we look to thee to enlighten
us by thy word and Spirit, to give us peace through the blood of
thy cross, to purify our beart by the inworking of thy grace, to save

us by thy mighty power from the hand of all our enemies. Lord,
prevent us from attempting to serve thee longer with a double mind .
Give us truth in our inward parts. Bring us over to thy side ; that

we may no longer try to serve God and mammon, and continue halt.
ing between two opinions ; but follow thee fully , and serve thee in
sincerity and truth .

O Lord , enable us to keep our hearts with dili

gence, for out of them are the issues of life . Set a watch before the
door of our lips, that we offend not against thee.

May we ponder

the path of our feet, and be companions of them that fear thee. Be

at our right hand, and at our left, that wemay not be moved ; may
we live in the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit. Dwell within us o
holy and gracious Sanctifier and Comforter, that we may live every
hour for eternity , and be found meet for the kingdom and glory of
the Lord. We pray for thine own blessing to each member of this
family , for abundant grace to all the families of thy people, for com
fort to the alicted, succor to the tempted , and eternal life to those

who are passing through the valley and shadow of death . Wepray
for the coming of thy kingdom of grace in the hearts of all men, that
thy will may be done on earth as it is done in heaven .

And now ,

Lord, receive us graciously and love us freely, accept our thanksgiv
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ings for the mercies of the past night, and of this morning. Keep
us in thy fear throughout this day. Preserve us by thy mighty
power through faith unto salvation, for our Redeemer's sake. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . – MARK XI.
O LORD , thou rulest over all. The earth is thine, and the fulness
thereof, the world, and they that dwell therein. All thy works shall
praise thee, O Lord , and thy saints shall bless thee. They shall
speak of the glory of thy kingdom , and talk of thy power ; to make
known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty
of his kingdom . Lord, we bless thee and magnify thy name for
coming into this world of sin and misery, and dwelling among us,

God manifested in the flesh. We bless thee for all the tokens thou
didst give us of thy condescension and love as well as of thy great
ness.

O Father, we remember, with faith and thankfulness, the hu

miliation of thy Son, his works of power and mercy , his obedience

unto death . We praise thee, O Lord Jesus, for having come in the
name of the Lord to save us. Thou hast set up thy kingdom on the
earth, and art gathering into it a faithful people. O establish thy

reign of grace in our hearts, producing righteousness, and peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost. This evening we look back on our past
lives, and confess, with shame and sorrow , our procrastination , our

backslidings, and our obstinate continuance in sin , the iniquity of
our thoughts, and words, and actions, our unholy tempers and habits,
our earthliness , and pride, and folly, our neglect of commanded duty,

our commission of forbidden sin . We are little better than cumber
ers of the ground, and yet we beseech thee, mercifulGod , to spare
us, till, by thy grace working in us, we recover strength before we
go hence and be no more in this world . Great has been thy long
suffering toward us. Let it prove our salvation . Fill us with re
pentance and faith in Jesus. O may we seek thee with all our heart,
and find thee as the hearer of prayer. Cleanse our hearts from every
unholy passion which would separate between God and our souls .

Spread the spirit of truth , and holiness, and peace through the
church . So make thy way to be known upon the earth, and thy
saving health among all nations. Havemercy on our kindred . Con

vert the unconverted among them , and bless, with increasing grace,
and usefulness , and joy, such of them as do believe. Reward our
benefactors. May they find mercy with the Lord in that day For

give our enemies, and dispose us to love them , and as much as lieth
in us, to live at peace with all men . Draw near with thy compassion
and effectual aid to the sick , and sorrowful, and dying. In the mul.
titude of their thoughts, may they be visited and sustained by the
consolations of thy Spirit. O look down in mercy on this house ,
and visit with thy salvation all its inmates. May we lie down in thy
fear, and rest under the shadow of thy wings.

And if thou art

154

TENTH WEEK .

[SABBATH MORNING

pleased to spare us through the sabbath that is so nigh, O may we
not spend it so unprofitably as many have been spent, that are for
ever gone ; but may we spend it wholly in thy service, in private
and in public, and so become meet to do and to bear thy holy will
here, and to dwell in thy presence forever. And all that we ask is
only for the sake of Christ, our strength and Redeemer. Amen.

Tenth Week.
SABBATH MORNING . - PSALM XXXII.

O Lord, this is the day which thou hastmade to keep in remem .
brance the finished work of Jesus, whereby he made reconciliation
for iniquity, and brought in an everlasting righteousness. He died
for our offences, and rose again for our justification . By raising him
from the dead on the morningof this first day of the week , thou hast
given a perpetual testimony that his work , in behalf of all that be
lieve, is accepted , and that in him they have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of thy grace.

O Lord , we beseech thee, for Christ's sake,make us to know this
day the blessedness of the man whose transgression is forgiven , and
whose sin is covered ; to whom thou imputest not iniquity, and in
whose spirit there is no guile . Lord, we acknowledge that we have
many a time restrained prayer, and refused to spread out our whole

condition before thee. We have confessed our sins without forsak
ing them .

Wehave prayed for thy favor and still cleaved for hap

piness to other things. O Lord, it is righteous in thee to hide from
us the light of thy countenance, to deny us thy grace, and to leave
us under guilt and corruption, while we trifle with thy majesty and
holiness, and regard iniquity in our hearts . Webless thee thatwhen
we confess our sins, thou art faithful and just to forgive them , and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. We come before thee, this
morning, O Lord , to pray that we ourselves may be enabled to see

and confess our real state and character in thy sight. Wewould
pour out our hearts before thee, andmake the Most High our refuge.
We would seek thee while thou art to be found, and call upon thee
while thou art near. We would forsake every wicked way and
every unrighteous thought, and return to the Lord for mercy and
abundant pardon . We draw nigh to thee, O Lord, to confess our

sins. Draw nigh to us to forgive them . Fill us with the spirit of
repentance, as an evidence that thou hast granted us remission .
Show us Christ's glory, as an evidence that the Father has revealed
his Son in us, and accepted us in the Beloved . Melt down our hearts
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in thy presence, as an evidence that thou art sitting as a refiner and

purifier over us. Fill us with longings after thee, as thou art seen
by thy people in the sanctuary, and found in the ordinances of grace,
that we may thus know that thou hast begun a good work in us,
and wilt perform it until the day of Christ.

Be graciously present

with all the congregations of thy people this day. Clothe thy priests ·
with salvation, and cause thy people to shout aloud for joy. Let
this be a great day of the Son ofman , a day of the Redeemer's pow
er, to make many willing to serve him in the beauties of holiness .

Enable us to keep it all holy unto thee. Preserve us from thinking

our own thoughts, from finding our own pleasure, from speaking our
own words. May this day be to us not a weariness, but a day of
rest, a time of refreshing from thy presence. We pray , O Lord, for
our friends. Impart thy grace to save their souls . We pray for

our enemies . Forgive them . Fill us with a forgiving and charita
ble spirit. Heal the sick . Prepare the dying for eternity. And as
we know not what a day or an hour may bring forth, O teach us to

day, while it is called to -day, to harden not our hearts, but to heark .
en to thy voice. Let this day be a time in which thou shalt be

found of us, O Lord . Sanctify us in soul, body, and spirit for thy
service . Pardon all our sins ; and accept of our persons and services,
for our Redeemer's sake. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALM XXXIII.
HEAVENLY Father, we come before thee on this evening of thy
holy day, to thank thee for the opportunities which we have had
of waiting on thee , in the public and private exercises of thy wor.
ship . Blessed are the people who know the joyful sound . May we

be of that happy number. Wemourn the weakness of our faith ,
the coldness of our love, the vanity of our minds, and the earthli
ness of our conversation . In all things we come short of thy glory.
In many things we greatly offend against thee. Yet to whom can
we go, but unto thee. O Lord, thou only hast the words of eternal
life. May we now have access unto thee through Jesus by the
Spirit.

Fill us with all joy and peace in believing, and cause us to

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Ghost. Remember not
against us former iniquities, O Lord . Remember us rather with the
favor which thou bearest unto thine own. O visit us with thy sal
vation, that wemay see the good of thy chosen ; that we may rejoice
in the gladness of thy nation , that we may glory with thine inheri
tance. We would sing a new song unto thee for the salvation

wrought out for us by Jesus, and now applied to the soul by the

Holy Spirit. Wepraise thee, O Lord God, for the truth and right
eousness, the wisdom and mercy, the power and sovereignty, dis
played in creation and providence, and especially in the work of re.

demption. Wewould celebrate these thy perfections,with reverence
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and love, with faith and thankfulness. And we pray that these
holy tempers and dispositions may be awakened and nourished in
us and in others, by all the manifestations of thy glory which thou

hast given to us in the work of thy hands, and the word of thy
grace. We magnify thy mercy and grace, O God of salvation, for
all the good done this day to the souls of men . Let the ordinances
that have been administered and observed, be still accompanied with

an abundant blessing, for the conversion of sinners, and the building
up in holiness and comfort, of all that believe. Fill thewhole church
of God on earth with the spirit of truth ,'and holiness, and unity.
Regenerate this depraved and wretched world. Stand by, and render
successful in their labors, thy devoted servants, who are preaching

the gospel in distant lands. Hasten the time, when heathen idol.
atry, and Mahometan delusion, and Popish superstition , and Prot
estant lukewarmness, and the infidelity that abounds,alas, in countries
called Christian , shall vanish before the Sun of righteousness, rising

on all lands, with healing in his beams! Bless the land in which
we dwell. May our earthly sovereign rule in thy fear, and be pro
tected and prospered by thy favor. May all who are in authority
over us have a spirit of judgment from the Lord of hosts, when they
sit in judgment. Bless the ministers of Christ, and may their flock's

hear and obey the voice of the good Shepherd. May parents train
up their children in the ways of godliness. May masters give to
their servants what is just and equal. May servants study to honor
Christ in all things. Bless all who are dear to us. Our relatives do
thou bring within the bond of the covenant. Sanctify both their
mercies and their trials for the good of their precious souls. Our
friends and companions, whether around us, or in distant parts, we
commend to thee and the word of thy grace. And for the house in
which we dwell, we pray, that thy fear may be in every heart and
before every eye. Our sabbaths are passing away ; prepare us for
the rest that remaineth for the people of God . Be our God and

guide even unto death , and our portion forever, through Jesus
Christ. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . - EXODUS XXXIII.

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, let our prayer be ac
cepted in thy sight, for the sake of our Mediator and Intercessor
within the veil. May his Spirit, promised to help our infirmities,

teach us, assembled before thee this morning, what we should pray
for, and how we should pray as we ought. We thank thee that in
Christ thou hast revealed the brightness of thy glory to us, so that
in Jesus, as he lived and died , we behold thee, the God of our salva

tion . O God, may we see our need of thy perpetual presence to

guide and guard us in the right way, to lead us through the wilder
ness, give us victory over our enemies, ar bring us, saved and made
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meet for glory, into the mansions in the land of pron.ise,which Christ
is preparing for saints. Above all, may our hearts be so moulded,
according to the tenor of thy covenant, that we shall learn , in spirit

and in truth, the prayer of Moses, theman of God, " Show me thy
way . Show me thy glory . If thy presence go not with us, lead us
not up hence." May we see, may we all remember this day, that it

is by thy presence , and the mighty work of thy Spirit within us,
that we are separated from the world , or enjoy the privileges or walk
worthy of the vocation of the people ofGod . If we are deprived of

the light of thy countenance, or see others around us living without
God and without Christ in the world, let us not rest, let us give thee
no rest, till we plead in faith the promises of thy covenant, and re
ceive the answer of peace. Lord our God , may we be humbled to
repentance, when we see so little evidence of thy peculiar presence
in our own souls, in the lives of those around us, in our nation , or

in the administration of the ordinances dispensed in thy church. In
this spirit may we be stirred up to prayer fervently , and watch and

wait for the outpouring of the Spirit from on high , the revelation

of thine arm , and the manifestation of thy power. Accept our united
thanksgiving for the rest of the night, and enable us, during this

day, to live to thee and walk with thee, for Christ's sake. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . — MARK XII. 1- 27.

God of grace, who hast loved us with an everlasting love, and
given thy Son to be the propitiation for our sins, help us, this eve
ning, to glorify thy name. Wethank thee that thou hast, from the
beginning, revealed thy name and will in the covenant of grace to

the church,and above all,that in the fulness of time thou didst man
ifest thy love to the world , in giving thine only -begotten Son , that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life. We believe that he was wounded for our transgressions.
Lord , may the Spirit which he has promised to send forth , take of
the things of Christ, revealed in thy word , and so reveal them to our

souls that the love of Christ shall be shed abroad on our hearts .
May we know him , and the power of his resurrection , and the fel.
lowship of his sufferings. Enable us, while we profess to be his
disciples, to imitate his example . In our intercourse with the world ,
may we walk as he walked. Let us not deceive ourselves by ima
gining that the offence ofthe cross has ceased . May we be prepared,
as our Master, to experience the devil's temptations, and to meet

t to wworld
ale serinpenthe
e deenemy
orld ,b, both
ot as a roaring
wthat
and as a serpent to beguile and ensnare us.

lion seeking to devour,

O give us grace, while
we deal faithfully with sinners, to walk as Christ did in wisdom to
ward those that are without, and to be able always to render a reason
of the hope that is in us. Impress the instructions of his word upon

our hearts . May we see how precious are the privileges by which
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we are distirguished, and how great the national and personal re

sponsibility connected with these . Enable us to render unto thee
the things that are thine, and to those in authority over us the honor

and obedience that is due. Let us realize the character of heirs of

the kingdom ofGod ; and while we live on earth ,may we have our
conversation in heaven . Forgive, for Christ's sake, the sins of this

day. For thy goodness in providence we glorify thee with the grat
itude of faith , and we pray that when we retire to rest we may be

defended, during the night, from danger and temptation, for Christ's
sake. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . — EXODUS XXXIV .

God of grace , we adore thee as the God of glory, and bless thee
that in this character, the proclamation of thy name to us is Jeho

vah, Jehovah God,merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abun
dant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and
sin , and that will by no means clear the guilty . We would give
thee eternal thanks, that thou hast manifested the glory of thy grace
to us, in Christ thy Son , God manifest in the flesh . Enable us to
behold him full of grace and truth, the Mediator of the new and
better covenant, in which we are brought near to God, and have ac

cess, with boldness, into the holiest of all. Day by day may we
behold , in his life and death , the grace and glory of the God with
whom we have to do ; that, comprehending with all saints, what is
the breadth , and length , and depth , and height of the love of Christ,

wemay be filled, through the knowledge of it, with all the fulness
ofGod. O may it be as a covenant God that thou art known, and
contemplated in thy word, in thy works, and in thy Son ; may

every view of thy perfections endear to us both the promises and the
commandments of the covenant. May the effect of our knowledge
of Christ be the reflection of his image in our lives, so that wemani
fest the same supreme love to God and man which he exhibited ,
whose meat and drink it was to do his Father 's will, and who laid
down his life to save his enemies. God of our salvation , grant that

we and ours may this day, and evermore, be living epistles of Christ,
known and read of all men ; different from the world in our faith ,
by which we overcome the world , and glorify thee in our several
spheres, by a labor of love and patience of hope, in our prayers,
in which we hold sweet communion with thee, and in our progress
from glory to glory, till in Zion above we appear before thee holy ,

in love. Alessings and pus in thy wo fulfil t

and without blame in love. Accept our united thanksgiving for

the rest of the night, and the blessings and privileges of which , in

thy grace, we are this day partakers. Lead us in thy way, defend
us from all our spiritual enemies, and give us grace to fulfil the
duties and endure the trials to which ws are called, so as to adorn
the doctrine of God our Saviour. Bless the church with which we
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are connected, and all churches of Christ throughout the earth ; and
may it be the fervent prayer of our hearts, that thy name, O Father,

may be hallowed ,thy kingdom come, and thy will be done on earth
as it is done in heaven , for Christ's sake. Amen.

TUESDAY EVENING . – MARK XII. 28 –44 .

O LORD, who would not glorify thee, who hast said to our Lord,
when he ascended up on high , leading captivity captive, and re
ceiving gifts for men, Sit thou atmy right hand, until I make thine
enemies thy footstool. We rejoice to hold communion with thee

through a risen Saviour, and desire to experience the power of his
resurrection . By thatmay we realize ourselves begotten again to a
living hope, and raised with Christ to an inheritance incorruptible ,
undefiled , and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us who

are kept by the mighty power of God , through faith , unto salvation .
Through union to him in his death and resurrection, may we realize
ourselves as called to participation in his victory over sin and death ,

and him that hath the power of death , as blessed with all spiritual
blessings among the inhabitants of heaven, to whom , as members of
the one family in heaven and on earth , in Christ the universal Head,
weare already come ; and although our life is at present hid , when
he, who is our life, shall be revealed in his glory, without sin unto
salvation , may we also be revealed with him in glory.

O may we

live every day of our appointed time as those who are sealed with
the earnest of the inheritance, the Spirit whom he sends forth to
the day of redemption . Every day may we experience more of
the mighty working of his power , witnessing with our spirits that

We are the children of God, shedding abroad the love of Christ in
our hearts, and enabling us to stand , and having done all to stand,
maintaining the fight of faith , and in the spirit of patience obtain
ing the victory. Father, put thou both the first and great com

mandment, and that which is like it, into our minds ; write thou
these, according to the promise of thy covenant, on our hearts, and
iet them be exemplified more and more in our lives, that we may be

holy and without blame before thee in love. May the Spirit enable
us to call Jesus, Lord ; revealing to us the mystery of godliness,
which is not revealed by flesh and blood. By the knowledge of

thatmay we be blessed. Guard us against pride, above all against
spiritual pride, against the love and the spirit of the world , against
hypocrisy and self-deception ; and while, like the poor widow com
mended by the Saviour, we give all that is ours and ourselves to

thee, may we do it as those who know that they are bought with a
price, saying, God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified to me, and
I to the world . For Christ's sake. Amen .
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WEDNESDAY MORNING . — LEVITICUS VIII.

WE bow our knees this morning unto the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and

earth is named ; for unto thee, O Lord , every knee should bow , and
every tongue ascribe praise. But wherewith shall we come before

the Lord, and bow ourselves before the high God ?

Thy excellency

might justly make us afraid ; for thou art not a man as we are,
that we should answer thee, and that we should come together in
judgment. We feel that it becomes us to stand in awe of thy
majesty, for we are sinful dust and ashes : but we rejoice that we

been thy name and thy memorial in all generations, the Lord, the

Lord God , merciful and gracious. Thou hast set forth thine own
Son , to be a propitiation for our sins, and hast raised him from the
dead , and exalted him

to glory , to be a perpetual intercessor on

our behalf. Him thou hearest always ; and because he hath given
himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smell.
ing savor, thou hast been pleased to declare thy willingness to re

ceive graciously all who come unto thee.by him . By him therefore
would wenow offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit
of our lips, giving thanks to God in his name. We desire to ac
knowledge thee as the giver of everything that contributes to our

domestic comfort and happiness. We have to praise thee for the

preservation of our lives and health , and for the continued supplies
of whatsoever is needful for our bodies, or may be instrumental in

furthering the welfare of our souls. Blessed be the Lord, who daily
loads us with his benefits, even the God of our salvation . In look
ing forward to the duties of this day, we humbly plead that sufficient
grace may be bestowed , to enable us to discharge them faithfully
and fully . Whether we sit in the house, or walk by the way, may

we be shielded by thy providence from danger, and restrained by
thy grace from sin . Be thou our strong habitation , whereunto we
may continually resort. May wewalk in the lightofthy countenance,
and in thy namemay we rejoice all the day . Great are thy tender
mercies, O Lord ; we therefore beseech thee to maintain the cause
of the afflicted and the right of the poor. Relieve the fatherless and
widow ; give food to the hungry, raise those that are bowed down,
and heal the broken in heart. May the Lord fulfil the desires we
have now so imperfectly expressed, and do for us above all that we
are able to ask , for the sake of his own Son , our Saviour. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . -- MARK XIII.

O ALMIGHTY God, who art high above all nations, and whose

glory is above the heavens, we come together this evening to adore
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thy sovereignty , to make confession of our sinfulness, and to cast
ourselves anew on thy mercy in Christ Jesus. From the place of

thy habitation thou lookest upon all the inhabitantsof the earth, and

o
oond rthat
ightethou
heir wworks,
trong considerest
on belirenst allall ttheir
sThou
mayest show

exercisest over them a wise, and righteous, and holy providence.
thyself

strong on behalf of the upright in heart, and plentifully reward
proud doers,by executing upon them the judgment written . When
we look to Jerusalem , the place where thou didst set thy name at
the first, and see what thou hast done to it for the wickedness of
thy people Israel, we may well tremble for ourselves, lest we also
should be cast out of thy sight, and have all our holy things laid

waste . Who knoweth the power of thine anger ? even according to
thy fear so is thy wrath .

Thine hand shall find out all thine ene

mies ; thy right hand shall find out those that hate thee. Thou
shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time of ihine anger ; the
Lord shall swallow them up in his wrath , and the fire shall devour

them . Thou hast dispensed blessings to us in greater profusion than
to almost any other nation on the face of the earth . Thou hast
blessed us in the city and in the field ; thou hast made us plenteous

in goods, and in the fruit of our cattle , and in the fruit of our ground ,
and hast established pure religious ordinances in the land which thou
hast given us, that we should be a holy people to show forth thy
praise . But, alas, are we not a people laden with iniquity, a seed

of evil-doers, children that are corrupters ? Wehave forsaken the
Lord ; we have provoked the holy One of Israel unto anger ; we have

gone away backward . How justly mightest thou pour out upon our
land the full vials of thy wrath,making us a detestation and a curse ,
an astonishment and reproach to other nations.

If thou shouldest

bring an utter desolation upon our state, causing our enemies to
ride over our heads, and us to bow submissively to their yoke ; if

thou shouldest take away from us the judge and the prophet, the
honorable man and the counsellor, the cunning artificer and the elo
quent orator, and appoint children to be our princes, and babes to
rule over us, so that the people should be oppressed , every one by

another , and every one by his neighbor ; if thon shouldest make
heaps of our cities, and leave our towns without inhabitants; if thou
shouldest completely quench the light of thy blessed word, and give
us over to the service of dumb idols, or the superstitions of popish
ignorance, we should be constrained to acknowledge that thy judg
ments were righteous, because we have forsaken the covenant of the
Lord God of our fathers, and our tongue and our doings have been

against the Lord, to provoke the eyes of his glory. But, O Lord ,we

earnestly deprecate thy displeasure, although our iniquities do tes
tify against us. Whilst we plead that thou wouldest not enter into
judgment with us as a family, wewould also seek the good of the

land in which we dwell. Avert from it, we humbly beseech thee,
the infliction of deserved evils; continue towards it the enjoyment

of thy wonted kindness. Make us to mourn truly both for our per
sonal sins and for all the abominations that are done in the midst of
the land. May we, of this house, ever serve the Lord, and be found
in all conditions cleaving to him with purpose of heart. May the
11
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knowledge and love of Christ increase in this neighborhood, and in
this nation, and be speedily extended throughout the world . May
we abide this night under the shadow of thy wings, and may we
awake in the morning with renewed energy of body and mind, and
be still with God. We ask all in the name of Christ, to whom , with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, the one livingGod , we desire to as.
cribe all glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THURSDAY MORNING .– LEVITICUS X.
O LORD God Almighty, thou art to be feared above all gods, for
all the gods of the nations are idols, alike impotent to help their

votaries, or to hurt their despisers; but thou hast a mighty arm ,
strong is thy hand and high is thy right hand ; righteousness and
judgment are the habitation of thy throne. A fire goeth before
thee, and burneth up thine enemies round about. Thou takest

pleasure in them that fear thee, and wilt fulfil their desire ; but unto
the wicked thou sayest, What hast thou to do, to declaremy statutes,

or that thou shouldest take my name and covenant in thy mouth.

We are conscious, O most holy Lord God, that we cannot stand be
fore thee on the ground of personal righteousness. Wehave neither
the clean hands nor the pure heart that would entitle us to a bless
ing from the Lord. On the contrary, our hearts are deceitful above
all things and desperately wicked , and the transgressions of our lives
have been more in number than the hairs of our head . When there

fore we stretch forth our hands thou mightest hide thine eyes, and
turn a deaf ear to our supplications. Instead of granting our re
quests, thou mightest righteously cast us away from thy presence,
or consume us in thine anger, and cause our blood to be mingled

with our sacrifice. But though our sins are sufficiently numerous
and heinous to deserve thy displeasure, and to provoke the manifes.

tation of it in the execution of fearful judgments against us, yet do
we feel encouraged , through the merits and mediation of our Lord
Jesus Christ, to seek thy favor with humble confidence, and to hope

in thy mercy .

If thou, Lord , shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord ,

who shall stand ? But there is forgiveness with thee , that thou
mayest be feared, and that forgiveness we now humbly ask in his

name who died for our sins. Purge us with the blood of the Lamb,
and we shall be clean ; wash us, and we shall be whiter than snow .
Put thy fear into our hearts, that we may not depart from thee.
Make us to understand the way of thy precepts; so shall we talk of
thy wondrous works. May we remember thy judgments of old, O
Lord, and refrain our feet from every evil way. Thou hast trodden

down all them that err from thy statutes ; hold thou us up and we
will have respect to thy statutes continually. We pray for the peace
and prosperity of our country ; we also seek the good of thy church .

God be merciful unto us, and bless us, that thy way may be known
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upon earth, thy saving health among all nations. Grantnot, O Lord ,

the desires of the wicked . Rid us and deliver us from the hand of

strange children, whose mouth speaketh vanity , and their right hand
is a right hand of falsehood . Fulfil the desire of them that fear thee ;
exalt the horn of thy people ; let the children of Zion be joyful in
their king. Be gracious to all the members of this family ; with fa .
vor do thou compass us as with a shield . Cleanse each one of us
from secret faults, and keep us from presumptuous sins. Let integ.

rity and uprightness preserve us. We now wait on thee. Let the
words of our mouth and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable

in thy sight, O Lord , our strength and cur Redeemer . Amen.

THURSDAY EVENING .- MARK XIV. 1 - 31.
O LORD, thou knowest the hearts of the children of men ; thou
seest all their goings. From thy inspection there is no darkness,
nor shadow of death where the workers of iniquity may hide them .
selves. Kings of the earth and rulers may take counsel together
against the Lord , but thine hand shall find out all thine enemies ;
thy right hand shall find out those that hate thee. Gather not our

soul with sinners, nor our life with bloody men , in whose hands is
mischief, and their righthand is full of bribes ; but let integrity and
uprightness preserve us, for we wait on thee. May we never with

hold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in the power of
our hand to do it, but let us not deceive ourselves, by supposing
that charity to our fellow -creatures comprehends the whole duty of
man . May we be disposed at all times to honor the Lord with our
substance, by employing it liberally and cheerfully, in any way that
may seem truly fitted to promote the glory of thy name, or the in
terests of thy kingdom in the world ; and however humble our ser
vices or sacrifices may be, may we derive encouragement to offer
them , from considering the respect which thou hast uniformly mani

fested unto the lowly. Werejoice to think that we serve a Master
who will receive graciously the smallest testimony of our regard for
his person , and who will never forget any work or labor of love
which we may show towards his name. May we never be ashamed

to confess our Redeemer before men ; and should the wicked speak
grievous things proudly and contemptuously against us for thy sake,
may it be enough for our encouragement to remember thy promise,
Them that honor me, I will honor. O Lord, wewould be admon

ished by the many examples recorded in thy word, of the danger of
making shipwreck of faith and a good conscience. May we take

heed and beware ofhypocrisy , for the triumphing of the wicked is
short, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment. Preserve us,
O Lord , for in thee do we put our trust. Thou hast delivered our
soul from death , wilt not thou deliver our feet from falling, that we

may walk before God in the light of the living ? Wedare not af
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firm that we will never leny thee in any wise, but we desire, with
all humility, to say that it is our fixed purpose, in the strength of thy
grace, to cleave to thee and to thy service all the days of our life.

Leave us not nor forsake us, O God of our salvation, but do thou
preserve our going out and our coming in from this time forth for
evermore. Thou hast put gladness in our hearts this day, by be.
stowing upon us many personal and domestic comforts and blessings,

for all of which we desire to give thanks. And now we will lay us
down in peace and sleep , for thou , Lord , only makest us to dwell in

safety . Hearken to the voice of our supplications, and send an
answer in peace, for our Redeemer's sake. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . – LEVITICUS XVI.
HEAVENLY Father ! we bless thee that we who are united by

many endearing earthly ties, are, through thy good providence,
again permitted to worship at thy footstool. We have been pre
served during the silent watches of the night, because thy sleepless
eye has watched over us, and thy unwearying arm has upheld us ;
and we are now permitted to kneel before thee, because thou wait
est to be gracious to us. Wehumbly confess, that we are altogether

unworthy of this renewed proof of thy paternal care. But thou art
the Lord God, merciful and gracious ; and instead of casting us off
in thy just displeasure, thou hast continued to surround us with
tokens of thy favor, and to encourage us with the most gracious
promises. We desire to be grateful for the temporal blessings
which thou permittest us to enjoy ; and to receive with submis
sion , and even with thankfulness, the afflictive dispensations where .

with thou hast been pleased to visit us, knowing that thou
doest all things well ; but above all, we would adore and bless
thee as the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. O teach
us to feel more deeply and more influentially , that there is no
other name given under heaven among men , whereby we can be
saved , but the name of Jesus , that, as we are sinners, we can only
come before the throne of thy boliness through the Saviour of sin

ners. Enable us through thy Holy Spirit to accept of Christ as
our substitute, and our sacrifice of atonement ; and to come before
thee, clothed in the robe of his righteousness. We bless thee, that
he who died for our sins rose again for our justification ; that he is
now seated at thy right hand, making continual intercession for us,

and that to him thou hast committed the judgment of the last day,
because he is the Son ofman . We rejoice to believe that in him all

fulness dwells ; and that he is touched with the feeling of our in
firmities. While these blessed views preserve us from despair, O
Lord , suffer not our weak hearts to pervert them into a cause of pre
sumption . We beseech thee to look down in mercy on all who are

now assembled before thee. Take each individual under thy divine
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protection. Accommodate the dispensations of thy providence and
grace to our various circumstances, enlighten our darkness, change

our sinful propensities, supply our wants, exalt our affections, renew
us in the spirit of our minds. We commit ourselves, and all who
are dear to us, to thee. Bless our friends, reward our benefactors ;
turn the hearts of our enemies, and, if they have sinned against us,
enable us to forgive them , as we expect forgiveness from thee.
Make us all fellow -workers together with thee, in promoting the
eternal interests of each other, and of our fellow - sinners. Day after

day, so long as thou art pleased to preserve our lives in this fieeting
world , may we take counsel together while we advance through its

changing scenes, led by thy unseen hand, comforted and guided by
thy Holy Spirit, looking to Jesus the author and finisher of our

faith ; and at last, having finished our course and kept the faith ,
may we meet at thy right hand, never more to be separated . Hear

and accept of us for the sake of him whom thou hearest always, our
Redeemer and advocate , Jesus Christ. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING .– MARK XIV. 32–72.
O LORD, we are not worthy to lift up our eyes to the place where
thine honor dwelleth ; yet thou invitest us to present ourselves be
fore thee, and to look up to thee as children to a father, able and

ready to help. And now , O Father, we obey thy gracious invita
tion, trusting in that mercy and grace which are revealed to us in

the gospel of thy Son. We come, casting away from us all depen
dence on our own righteousness, and entreating thee to regard us
in the face of thine Anointed. We have no services of our own
to plead ; we have no rights of our own to demand . But Christ
has died for sinners such as we are ; and we plead the merits of his

sacrifice , and the all-prevailing efficacy of his intercession . O for
his sake pardon our sins, and receive us graciously , and love us freely !
Our sinful hearts, O holy God , are naked and open before thee : our

secret thoughts are read by thy all-seeing eye. * Create in us clean
hearts, renew right spirits within us. Raise our affections from
earth to heaven, from the fleeting things of time to the endless
glories of eternity . O bestow upon us the spirit of our divine
Master ; who made it as his meat and drink to do the will of his
heavenly Father ; and who, even in his darkest hour of trial, said,
Not my will, but thine be done. We apply, O Lord , to thee, for
without thy aid we are powerless and lost. O suffer us not to fall ;
let thy guardian arm be around us. Save us, O Lord , else we per

ish . To every member of this family we earnestly pray for thy
blessing . Ogrant that wherever we go, a Father's hand may pro

tect us, a Father's counsel may guide us, a Father's smile may cheer
us.

Teach us in all things to follow where thou leadest, and to obey

what thou commandest ; may we be fellow -workers together with
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thee, in promoting the good of our fellow -creatures. In joy and
sorrow , in health and sickness, in life and at death , may wo lift up

our souls unto thee in reverence and love ; and under the guidance
of thy Spirit, may we so pass through this mortal life , as to be ren .
dered meet for the inheritance of the saints in light. With ourselves,
and those who are dear to us, we desire to remember before thee
the church which thou hast planted in our land , and especially that

portion of it to which wemore immediately belong. O bless all the

means of grace, and revive thy good work among us. May our fel
low -worshippers in the samehouse of prayer, be united together in
the bands of Christian love. May the minister whom thou hast set

over us in holy things, rightly divide the word of truth . May the
people receive it with faith and love, and lay it up in their hearts,
and practise it in their lives. Extend the blessings of the gospel to
the remotest corners of the earth ; and ( employ us, in our humble
sphere, as instruments in thy band for bringing Jew and Gentile,

bond and free, to acknowledge Christ crucified as their only Saviour ;
and may we and they, united as brethren on earth , at last assemble
before the throne of God and the Lamb, to mingle our praises

throughout eternal ages. These humble prayers we offer up in the
name of Jesus Christ, the mediator of the new covenant. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . – LEVITICUS XXIV.

In coming before thee, O Lord, on the morning of a new day,
we desire to call to mind the blessings for which we are daily in .
debted to thy never-failing bounty . All things are full of thee.

The heavens declare thy glory, and the firmament showeth thy
handiwork . Day unto day uttereth speech , and night unto night
showeth knowledge. O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name
in all the earth, who hast set thy glory above the heavens. But, be
yond the bounties of thy providence, thou hast magnified thy great
name in the blessings of thy grace. We thank thee that thou hast

cast our lot in a Christian land, and surrounded us with the light of

the gospel; that thou hast bestowed upon us the invaluable treasure
of the holy scriptures ; and that, from our early years, we have been

favored with religious instructors, who have opened our minds to
the truths of thy word , and have gone before us and urged us on :

ward in the path ofduty. We bless and glorify thy nameabove all,
for the promise of thy Spirit to instruct us. We rejoice to believe,
that if we seek thee with our whole hearts we shall find thee ; for

to none of the children of men didst thou ever say, Seek ye my face
in vain . O thou whose Spirit enlightens, and whose grace enlarges
the soul, we beseech thee to visit us in mercy, and to supply all our
*spiritual wants. Weare ignorant ; do thou open our souls to the
knowledge of the truth. We are guilty ; do thou wash away our

sins in the blood

him who died to save us. Weare surrounded
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with enemies ; do thou bring us under the banner of the Captain of
our salvation, that wemay become more than conquerors. O suffer
us not to abuse the privileges with which , as professing Christians,
we are surrounded . Teach us to walk worthy of our high vocation,

and to adorn the doctrine of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by
lives becoming his gospel. Whether we live may we live unto thi
Lord, or whether we die may we die unto the Lord, that, living or
dying, we may be the Lord's. We humbly but earnestly pray, O

heavenly Father, that thou wouldst be pleased, in thy great mercy,
to bestow these blessings on every member of this family, whether

present or absent. Thou knowest infinitely better than we do what
is good for them and for us ; but whatever thou mayest be pleased
to appoint concerning our temporal concerns, whether prosperity or

adversity, whether enjoyment or suffering, whether life or death , O
grant that our spiritual welfare may be advancing, and that all
things may work together for our eternal interests, till we be all
prepared for our great change, and for the employment and happi
ness of the world of spirits, in the presence of our Saviour and our
God . While we thus pray for ourselves and our dear relatives, we

would not be unmindful of the immortal souls of others. O Lord,

grant that thy word may have free course and may be glorified
among our neighbors, our countrymen, our fellow -Christians, our
fellow -sinners, throughout the world , all who have souls to be saved .
May the whole descendants of the first Adam become the children

of the second Adam ; that as in Adam all die, so in Christ all may
he made alive, and that the predicted period may at last arrive
when the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms of our

Lord and of his Christ. And all that we ask is in the name, and

for the sake, of thy beloved Son, our Redeemer. Amen.

SATURDAY EVENING . - MARK XV. 1-23.
AGAIN, O Lord our God, we come before thee with the voice of
prayer and thanksgiving. Thou hast, in thymerciful providence, pre
served us to the end of another week , and we receive it as a token for
good that thou permittest us, notwithstanding the increasing load of

our transgressions, once more to appear at thy footstool, to crave a
Father's blessing . What are we, or what is our fathers' house that

thou shouldest thus deign to bear with us. When we look back on
the week which is just coming to a close, we are humbled under the
remembrance of many opportunities neglected, ofmany duties unper

formed, of many sins committed. Lord , be merciful to us, sinners !
If we have done anything to thy glory during the course of it, we

humbly own that it is to thee we are indebted both for the means
and the inclination ; and we desire to rejoice that thou hast made us
humble instruments in thy hands. Give us grace, we beseech thee,
to avoid what has been evil in our past conduct, and to persevere in
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whatever has tended to promote thy holy will, in doing good to our
brethren, or advancing the welfare of our own souls. May the same
mind be in us which was also in Christ Jesus, who suffered , leaving
us an example, that we might follow his steps. And O God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, enable us to take a deeper view of
our Saviour's sufferings, and to behold him with the eye of faith ,

wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities, bear
ing the punishment due to our sins, and rendering thee just, while
thou art the justifier of the ungodly. May we regard his death as to

us the savor of eternal life, and rejoice in the blessed assurance , that
thou who hast not spared thine own Son, but hast delivered him up
for us all, wilt with him , also freely give us all things. O fill our

hearts with thankfulness, when we remember that he bore our sins in
his own body on the tree, and endured the full extent of the atoning
agony, till he could say, “ It is finished.' Give us, we beseech thee,
an interest in these blessed words, and enable us to know and to feel,
that our salvation is accomplished ; and that he, who died for our sins,

is risen again for our justification ,and ever liveth to make intercession
for us. O may the souls ofthose who now address thee, united thus
as they are in Christian hope, be also united in Christian love !

May we regard each other, not as the perishing creatures of a day,
bound together by perishing ties, but as members of Christ's spirit
ual body ; and thus members one of another. May we bear cach

other's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. And do thou shed

abroad thy Spirit in our hearts,that we may go on our way rejoicing ;
and that others, seeing our good works, may glorify our Father in
heaven . We pray for all men . O may they be brought from dark

ness unto light, and from the power of Satan unto God. May we,
making use of the means which thou hast put in our power, become
instruments in thy band for the advancement and extension of
Christ's kingdom . Bless those devoted servants of the cross who

have left the comforts of their native land, to preach the gospel to
the heathen . O may their labors in the cause of the Redeemer be
attended with the demonstration of the Spirit and of power, till the
strong delusions of the prince of darkness be dissipated, and the

whole earth be enlightened by the glory of the Sun of righteousness.
May our supplications and thanksgivings ascend in memorial before

thee, and bring down an answer of peace, through the mediation of
him who liveth and was dead, and who now appears at thy right

band, making intercession for his people. Amen.
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Eleornth Week .
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALM XXXIV.

Thou, O God, art infinitely great and glorious! Heaven is thy
throne, the earth is thy footstool. Temples made with hands, can .
not contain thee. Thy presence fills immensity. All creatures are
naked and open to thy sight,and thou upholdest and governest them
every one.

The gods whon blinded nations fear, know not their

worshippers,nor regard their cry ; but thou, O Lord , art a God nigh
unto thy people in all that they call upon thee for. The sparrow
falleth not to the ground without thy will, nor are the smallest things
thou hast made, below thy regard . Thou numberest even the hairs
of our heads. However weak or oppressed thy people be, thou suf:
ferest them not altogether to faint and to fail ; but upholdest them
in their goings. Thou , Lord , freest us from the hands of bloody and
deceitful men , and deliverest our life as a bird from the snare of the

fowler. What shall we render to thee, for all thy mercies ? Open
our mouths, that our lips may speak thy praise . Put thy Spirit
within us, and we will bless thee at all times. Put thy spirit with
in us, that we may discern in all the events of life the operations
of thy wisdom and power. O how often hast thou saved us out of
our distresses when we had no earthly helper, and turned our mourn .
ing into joy ; and for sackcloth hast girded us with gladness. Truly
thy loving-kindness hath been wonderful! May the remembrance

of thy favor, and the knowledge of our own unworthiness, lead us to
repentance, to a deep and heart-felt abhorrence of the innumerable
transgressions of thy holy and just commandments, wherewith thy
word and our consciences accuse us. Alas ! we have sinned both
openly and secretly, we have sinned often against light, and often in
ignorance, and often in violation of our most solemn vows. Work

in us, O God, sorrow for sin after a godly sort. Give us grace, ena
bling us to depart from all iniquity ; especially from all those sins
which have heretofore so easily beset us, and from those to which

we may be most frequently exposed . Suffer us not to forget, that,
by continuing in sin , we are treasuring up unto ourselves wrath
against the day of wrath, and the revelation of thy righteous judg.
ment, in which thine adversaries shall be consumed . Convince us,
O Lord , thou quickening Spirit, that it is a fearful thing to fall into

the hands of the living God, when his wrath is kindled, even but a

little. Turn us, O God, and we shall be turned ; and let iniquity no
longer have dominion over us. Wash us in the fountain opened in
the house of David for sin and uncleanness, through the redemption
that is in Jesus ; we pray to be delivered from the guilt, power, pol.
lution, and punishment of sin . By the Holy Spirit that quickeneth,
may we be transformed into the likeness of the divine image, and be
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made alive unto righteousness and true holiness; so that the lives
we henceforth lead in the flesh , may be to the praise and glory of
God ; and thus have the evidence that we are the heirs of a blissful

immortality. Now unto the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,
We glory, as it was in the beginning, is now , and shall be evermore.
Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . — PSALM XXXV.
HOLY, holy , holy, Lord God , who art the creator of heaven and
earth, of all things visible and invisible ; thou didst make all very

good. How admirable even still, notwithstanding all the disastrous
effects of sin , is the order and harmony displayed throughout all thy
visible works, amid all their amazing varieties whereby they con

tribute to promote the universal good , and to enlarge and enhance

the delight and happiness of man ! But alas ! O God of love, we
have to lament, with deepest sorrow , that our hearts have become
altogether corrupt. They are deceitful above all things and despe

rately wicked. Instead of affectionate kindness, which should bind
the heart of man to man, ruling and governing all the relationships
of life, and making all men everywhere benefactors of each other,

there have sprung up emulations, wraths, strifes, seditions, heresies,
envyings, and murders, amongst the wicked themselves ; yea, and

the wicked rise against them also, O Lord , who walk in thy fear ;
they gnash against them with their teeth , devise against them dark
devices, and be hardly restrained from persecuting them cruelly unto
the death . Suffer them not to prevail, but break in pieces the rod
of their power, and cause thy redeemed people to dwell in safety.
Continue to bless us, O Lord , with the inestimable privileges which
have so long been our inheritance in this our fatherland , even free
dom to worship thee in spirit and truth, under our own vine and our
own fig-tree, none daring to make us afraid . Turn away and re

strain the beginning of our enemies' wrath, and let it not come nigh
our dwelling . Give unto all our enemies repentance and remission

of sins, and by thy Spirit lead them into the love and obedience of
the truth. Hasten the time when all shall become the willing and

faithful servants of the Lord Jesus, and when, by having been re
newed by the Holy Ghost in the spirit of their minds, they shall no
longer fulfil the lusts of the flesh , but shall in heart and life show
forth the fruit of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentle
ness, goodness, faith , meekness , temperance.

Suffer us not, under

any provocation , to take vengeance upon them that hate or injure
us, but enable us to commit our cause to him who judgeth in right
eousness . Make us willing to love our enemies and to render them

good for evil, remembering that Jesus loved us when we were ene
mies to thee, to him , and to all righteousness, and gave himself up
unto the ignominious death of the cross, that he might redeem us
from all iniquity , and purify us unto himself a peculiar people , peal.
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ous of good works. May that mind which was in him when he suf
fered for us in the flesh, be also in us, that henceforth we may man .
iſest obedience in all things to thy holy will, and be enabled, with
the heart and lips, to ascribe to Father , Son, and Holy Ghost, all

praise, honor, and glory, both now and forever. Amen.

MONDAY MORNING . – NUMBERS XII.

O LORD God, maker of heaven and earth , preserver and governor
of the universe, we adore thee as infinite in all thy glorious perfec

tions. All thy works praise thee, and proclaim the greatness of thy
majesty. Thy gracious providence towards all men, manifests thy
benevolence and thy goodness. Thou sendest rain and fruitfulsea

sons to the just and the unjust, to the righteous and to the wicked.
By thy providence thou art calling unto all men to behold and know
thee, the author of every good and perfect gift. O God, who can
tell all thy loving-kindnesses ? Who can countall the merciful de

liverances thou hast wrought for thy people ? Thou freest them
from the hand of the oppressor. Thou gavest food when they passed
through a desert land, and didst cause the water to spring from the
flinty rock to quench their thirst. And withal, O Lord , in thy favor,

thou didst appoint a ruler according to thine own heart, who was
faithful in all thy house. Raise up such rulers throughout Christen .
dom , as shall prove to be nursing- fathers and nursing-mothers to thy

church . Especially so dispose the heart of our rulers, that they may
so frame and administer laws in this great nation , that the churches
thou hast planted in it, and hast watered from age to age, may have
all due support and protection . Lengthen the cords and strengthen
the stakes of thy tabernacle . How glorious is the city of our God ,
standing upon the mountain of his holiness ! Ilow beautiful for sit
uation is mount Zion , the joy of the whole earth ! Dwell, O God,
forever in themidst of her, that she may never be removed. With
in her may unrighteousness never be found ; but be always a refuge
in the time of trouble, and be watered abundantly with the healing

stream of the waters of life . And whilst thou disposest our rulers
to build up Zion , and to restore her waste places, dispose us, and all
the people, to give honor to whom it is due ; to be subject, for con

science sake, and to lead , under them , quiet and peaceable lives, in
all honesty and godly sincerity. Let not the spirit of pride, envy,
and of ambition , excite any to sedition or rebellion against lawful
authority. Especially, keep all them thatmake a profession of be

lieving the gospel and teaching it to others, from being the movers
or approvers of sedition ; whereby, whether designedly or undesign
edly , they hinder the advancement of thy Son 's kingdom , even as

Miriam did the journeying forward of the congregation of Israel.
Alas ! O God, that there should have been such strifes and divisions
among professing Christians ; that there should be so much blind
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ness to the unity of spirit in the church , the body of Christ. We
confess this our sin , and acknowledge it is the fruit of a corrupt and
carnal heart, in which there is so much pride and rebellion against
thee, and out of which proceed so many evil thoughts and unclean
desires. In righteousness dost thou punish us for our iniquities. In
mercifulness dost thou afflict us. Webless thee, that thou dost chas.

care. May we, through tribulations, learn humility, and to put con
fidence no longer in the flesh. Remove far from us that presumptu.
ous pride which leads us to trust in our own righteousness. Give us
grace, that we may receive the Lord Jesus Christ, as all our salva

tion, and all our desire . Seal us now with the Holy Spirit unto the

day of redemption, that henceforth we may ascribe all praise and

glory , to Father, Son , and Holy Ghost, now and evermore. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . - MARK XV. 24– 47.

Our Father,who art in heaven , and yet art nigh unto all thy
people on earth , providing for them food and raiment, which things
fill us with many anxious cares, shut out from our thoughts all
worldly cares, and enable us, with great fear and reverence, to draw
near and behold the great mystery of godliness, God manifest in the
flesh . Wellmay we wonder how it is, that he, who dwelt from eter

nity in the bosom of the Father's love, amid all the splendors of
heavenly glory, should come down to earth , and be found in fashion
as a man .

Is not this earth filled with thy enemies ?

Is there not

in every man a sinful heart, full of all proud and rebellious thoughts
against thee ; is it not moving and employing all the members of our
bodies as instruments of unrighteousness and sin ?

Thy goodness is

every day ; and doth not thine eyes see, that among all the children
ofmen, there are none righteous, none that seek after God ? What
incomprehensible impulse moved thine only-begotten Son, O Father,
to takeupon him a nature so vile, rebellious, and corruptible, as thou
seest it in us, and by which thou art so grievously dishonored ? O
the height and depth of the divine love, that formed the plan of re
deeming man ! O the amazing love of Jesus to poor sinners, that
made him , the Son of God , become the Son of man , and come into
this world , not in outward pomp and royal state, but in the poor

Ostate of a servant, that hemight share in ourmiseries, and give us
a share in his blessedness, that through his poverty we might be
made rich ? How wondrous to behold him , who erewhile was in the

brightness of his Father's glory, and still remaining an all-sufficient
God , exposed to weariness, hunger, thirst, poverty, contempt, revil
ings, scourgings, and persecution , — to see him who shall hereafter

demned, and crucified ; the Lord of life dying on the accursed tree !
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Thy love, O Jesus, led thee to spend tears, groans, and blcod, to save

us from sin and hell, and raise us to heaven . We
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us from thy love. Let us no more sin wilfully , seeing we have re
ceived the knowledge of the truth . Let not sin reign in our mortal
he fear ofman ,nor the desire of pleasingman, leach
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us ever to speak lightly or untruly of thy person , character or work :

let us never fall into the snare of thy great enemy, Antichrist, who
now sitteth in the temple of God , working with all deceivableness
of unrighteousness ; but counting the past time of our lives more
than sufficient to have wrought the will of the flesh ,may we pass

the remainder of our sojourning here in godly fear. Let neither
tribulation , nor distress, nor persecution, nor peril, nor sword , nor
life, nor death , nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor any other creature, ever separate us
from the love ofGod , which is in Christ Jesus our Lord . Rooted and

grounded in this love, may we be built up , an holy temple, for an
habitation of God through the Spirit; and at last be presented fault
less and blameless, at our Lord's coming, with exceeding joy ; and
to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be glory now and forever. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . – NUMBERS XIII.
ALMIGHTY, eternal, and most glorious Jehovah , we would bow
down before thee, and worship , for thou art God , and besides thee

there is none else. Wewould kneel before thee, for thou art our
Maker ; fearfully and wonderfully hast thou made us, and hitherto
hast thou preserved us. Every day would we praise thee, and show
forth thy loving-kindness in the morning; for we laid us down and
slept; we awaked , for the Lord sustained us.
But wherewith shall we come before the Lord ; how shall we ap
pear in the presence of the High and Holy One. Thou , O God, art
of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity ;

thou searchest all hearts, and judgest all men. Butwe are all as an
unclean thing, and our righteousnesses are as filthy rags. We ac
knowledge our transgressions ; against thee, thee only, have we sin
ned . Our sins are more than we can number. But thou art also
a God of infinite mercy, a just God and a Saviour. Thy name and
thy memorial to all generations is, The Lord , the Lord God merci

ful and gracious, forgiving iniquity , transgression , and sin , though
thou wilt by no means clear the guilty. We would bless and praise
thee, O God, that thou hast made known to us the way of salvation .
We bless thee, that in the fulness of time, thou didst send forth thy

Son to be the propitiation for sin , that, through faith in his blood,
we might obtain eternal redemption , even the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of thy grace. May he be made of thee unto

us wisdom and righteousness, and sanctificatior and redemption.
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May we look to him as our example , and follow him as our guide,
and cleave to him as our never-failing friend . Out of his fulness

may we receive daily an abundant supply of grace suited to our vari.
ous circumstances and necessities. May he direct us in duty , and
succor us in temptation , and comfort us in affliction . May his
strength be perfected in our weakness, and his grace be sufficient for

us in every time of need.

Father of mercies, and God of all comfort,who appointest our
lot, and the bounds of our habitation , bless us in the various rela
tions of life, and in the stations in which thy providence has placed
us ; and by thy grace may we be enabled suitably to discharge the
duties of each .

Prosper us in our lawful calling . Preserve us from

engaging in anything that may be displeasing to thee. Make us
grateful to thee for all the gifts of thy providence. Make us con

tented with our lot ; and grant us thy blessing with what thou art
pleased to bestow . May we be careful for nothing, but in every
thing, by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, may wemake
our requests known unto thee, our God. May our conversation be
in heaven. O may Christ dwell in us, the hope of glory ; and even
now as we go up through the wilderness of this world , this dry and

barren land, may he by his word and Spirit dwelling richly in us,
give us a foretaste of the blessed fruits of the heavenly Canaan .
And as we draw nearer to the end of our earthly pilgrimage, may

we be growing in meekness for the inheritance of the saints in light,
and in due time enter into the rest that remaineth to the people of
God.
And now , O hearer of prayer, graciously listen to the voice of our
supplications, and send us an answer in peace, for the sake of Jesus

Christ our Lord, to whom with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, be

the kingdom , and the power, and the glory , forever. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . – MARK XVI.

Wewould adore thee, O God of our salvation, Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, through whose almighty power, and unsearchable wis
dom , and abundant mercy, there is salvation even to the chief of sin .
ners. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who,
by the resurrection of his Son from the dead , hath given us the assur
ance of eternal redemption, and a lively hope of everlasting glory and
happiness in heaven . And blessed be the Son ofGod , the Saviour of
sinners , who humbled himself even unto death , but whom God has

highly exalted. O may he who arose from the dead, and ascended
on high , leading captivity captive, and receiving gifts for men , ac

cording to his gracious promise, send the Spirit unto us in the ful.
ness of his power, and in the riches of his grace, that he may take

of the things that are Christ's and show them to us, and cause us to

know and enjoy the things that are freely given to us of God. (
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may Christ be precious to us, as he is to them that believe. May
we count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of

Christ Jesus our Lord. And may we know him and the power of

his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made
conformable unto his death. May all flesh see the salvation ofGod ;
may all the nations of the earth know and acknowledge Jehovah to
be the only true God , and Jesus the only Saviour.

And may the

gracious presence of Jesus be vouchsafed to those who go forth in his
name preaching the gospel to perishing creatures. May they go in
the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. And whilst the
treasure is in earthen vessels, may the excellency of the power evi
dently be ofGod and not ofman . O God of Israel, remember thine
ancient people, and speedily remove the veil from their hearts, that
they may discern Jesus of Nazareth as the true Messiah, and rejoice

in him as their Saviour and King. And give testimony to thy
word , and countenance the ordinances of thy grace, administered by ·
thy faithful servants throughout the churches. May they have an
unction from the Holy One, that their hearts may be encouraged, and

esy,each of us know before the prosper in their hancouraged, and
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the pleasure of the Lord may prosper in their hands.
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Vouchsafe thy blessing, O Lord, to all whom we ought in any way
to remember before thee.
And now , Lord, watch over us continually, and let thy favor com

pass us as a shield . And may the grace of our Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, and the communion
of the Holy Ghost, abide with us all forever. Amen.

WEDNESDAY MORNING . – NUMBERS XIV .

O LORD, what is man that thou art mindful of him ? What are
we, O Most High, that thou shouldst visit us everymorning, and try
us every moment ?

Thou hast preserved us during the night, and

hast made the outgoings of the morning to rejoice over us. Father
of lights, who hast again commanded the light to shine out of dark

ness, shine in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of thy
glory in the face of Jesus Christ May the Spirit of all grace raise
us from the dust, and quicken us : may he enlighten our minds and
purify our hearts ; may he increase our faith and our love, and may
our fellowship truly be with the Father, and his Son , Jesus Christ
It becomes us, O Lord , to acknowledge with deep sorrow and shame,
thatwe have rendered ourselves unworthy to appear in thy presence,
and unfit to engage in thy service ; for we have sinned and come
short of thy glory. Give us a true sense of sin . May we indeed
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know and feel ourselves to be guilty, miserable, perishing creatures,
without help or hope in ourselves. Justly mightest thou have re
quired our souls of us, and given us over to eternal death , as the
wages of our sin . But in thy great mercy hast thou spared us. We
would regard it as a token for good , that we are still in the place of

hope, and that thou art again permitting us to approach thy throne
of grace, and hast not summoned us to thy judgment-seat. Most
mercifulGod , look upon us, and deal with us in Christ Jesus, through
whom alone there is access to thee, the Father. Having such an High
Priest to atone for our sins, and such an advocate to plead our cause ,

we beseech of thee, O God, that for his sake thou wouldst be merci.
ful to our unrighteousness ; our sins, and our iniquities remember no

more. Speak peace to us : say unto each of us, Be of good cheer,
thy sins be forgiven thee. We are poor and needy ; Lord , think
upon us ; remember us with the favor thou showest to thy chosen ;

and supply all our need according to thy riches in glory, by Christ
Jesus. Bless thy word to us as a means of grace. May it be a savor

of life unto life to all, and a savor of death to none of us. Let us
never judge of thy thoughts and ways according to our own. Let
us never murmur at thy dispensations, or doubt thy faithfulness, be.
cause we may not now understand what thou doest. May thy Holy

Spirit dwelling in us enable us to spend our lives in submission to
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thy will, and dependence on thy promises, and conformity to thy law ,
and zeal for thy glory. O God , in whose hand our breath is, and

in our bodies, and in our spirits, which are thine. May our bodies
be kept in honor and purity, as the tabernacle of our spirits, and the

temple of our God ; and may our hearts be kept right with thee ,
realizing thy presence, and enjoying thy favor ; so that, beholding
the glory of the Lord , we may be transformed into the same image,

from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord. May we spend
this and all our days in thy fear, remembering that thou , God, seest
us in all our ways. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from

all evil. Let goodness and mercy ever follow us. Hear us, Lord,
in mercy ; do to us and for us, exceeding abundantly above all that
we can ask or think , for the sake of Jesus Christ, thy Son and our
Saviour.

Amen

WEDNESDAY EVENING . - LUKE 1. 1 –25.
GREAT art thou, O Lord , and greatly to be praised ; thy greatness
is unsearchable. The heavens declare thy glory, and the firmament
showeth thy handiwork : day unto day uttereth speech , and night

unto night showeth knowledge. All thy works and all thy ways
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demonstrate thine eternal -power and Godhead. Thou hast never
left thyself without a witness, in that thou doest good, and givest us

rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food
and gladness. But thou hast magnified thy word above all thy

name. O may the Spirit of all grace,by whose inspiration holymen
of old spake and wrote , enlighten our understanding to discern the
truth as it is in Jesus, and open our hearts to receive it in the love

thereof. May the word of Christ dwell in us richly, in all wisdom
and spiritual understanding. Preserve us, O Lord, from all pre
sumptuous confidence in our own wisdom , strength, or goodness.
Convince us that weknow nothing, and can do nothing aright as of
ourselves, and that in our flesh there is no good thing. Convince us
that our hearts are deceitful and prone to evil ; that we live in an
ungodly, ensnaring world ; and that we wrestle not only against
flesh and blood, but also against principalities and powers, and
against our adversary the devil, who, as a roaring lion, walketh

about seeking whom he may devour. May we, through the Spirit,

put on the whole armor of God, and in the strength of Christ, the
Captain of our salvation , may we continue steadfast and unmovable,

always abounding in the work of the Lord , resisting the devil, over
coming the world , crucifying the flesh with the affections and lusts.
Let no presumptuous or besetting sin have dominion over us, lest,

if we regard iniquity in our heart, the Lord will not hear us. And
may the Spirit of holiness enable us to cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of the

Lord . Search us, O God, and know our hearts ; try us, and know
our thoughts, and see if there be any wicked way in us, and lead us
in the way everlasting. May we, this night, O Lord, experience the
fulfilment of thy gracious promise, that where two or three are gath

ered together in thy name, there art thou in the midst of them .

Lord Jesus, come even unto us; breathe on us, and say unto us,Re
ceive ye the Holy Ghost. And may the Spirit of Christ abide with
us forever.

And if there be any of us still dead in trespasses and

sins, O may he quicken them by his mighty power , and raise them
to newness of life ; may he slay the enmity of the carnal mind, and
shed abroad the love of God in their hearts, and abide in them as

the Spirit of adoption, that without one exception , we may all walk
together in the light, and life , and liberty, and joy of God's dear
children . Graciously visit all those whom we ought to remember
before thee. Comfort mourners in Zion . Speak peace to troubled
souls. Give rest to them that labor and are heavy -laden . Let all
who trust in thee find that thou art a present help in time of need .

And now , O Shepherd of Israel, watch over us this night. Give us
the sleep of thy beloved. Whilst we live, may we live to the Lord ,
that in life or in death wemay ever be the Lord's. And unto the

Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, oneGod, be everlasting glory
and praise. Amen .
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THURSDAY MORNING . – NUMBERS XV.
O LORD God of Abraham ,and Isaac, and Jacob,thou art the Shep.
herd of Israel, whose watchful providence and care are over all thy
works. We approach thee in the name of him who was promised
to the fathers, and foreshadoweå by sacrifices and offices of the law ;
and whom all the prophets sang, and all thy saints of old expected
with joyful hope. Thee, Father ofmercies, eternal Jehovah ; thee,
Son of God, Saviour of the world ; thee, blessed Spirit of grace.
Comforter and guide ; thee, our God , who livest forever and ever,
wemagnify and praise. We sinners, dust and ashes, are permitted
to speak unto God . We bless thee, O Father in heaven, that one is

Works, fathers, the prophee, Fine wor

the Mediator between thee and us, who is our brother, and thy Son ;
and that, with the power of God , and the sympathy of man , he
maketh intercession in thy presence , on our behalf. By the publi
cation of thy mercy , we are encouraged to confess our sins.

The

Lord blot out all our innumerable transgressions, through Jesus
Christ, our sacrifice and priest; and give us the assurance of thy fa
vor, and conscious peace with thee. And may the Father and the

Son dwell in us; may our bodies be temples of the Holy Ghost ; our
hearts, altars whence the smoke of many sacrifices, kindled by rire
from heaven , may ascend before thee as incense . Let our old man

be sacrificed in the strength of him who suffered in weakness, but
liveth by the power ofGod , and whose strength is inade perfect in
the weakness of his members. Good Lord, who hast graciously pre

served us during the past night, keep us, this day, from all bodily
harm , and all spiritual danger. May we be sober, and watch unto

prayer. May we be just in all our dealings, truthful in all our .
words, kind in all our behavior, as in thy sight. May we not be
conformed to this world , neither seek our portion in this life , but
choose thee for our sure portion , and wait for the coming of thy Son .
May our friends know thee, the true God , and Jesus thy Son, whom
thou hast sent. Pardon our enemies. Bless all men . Refresh and
enlarge thy church . Let thy word run and be glorified, through

Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name we address thee, Our

Father, & c.

THURSDAY EVENING . - LUKE 1. 26 – 45 .

O THOU faithful God, who, in the fulness of the times, didst send
forth thy Son man made of a woman, we adore thy mercy and thy
love, thus manifested to the world. For the world lay before thee,
bitten to death by the serpent, whose head thy Son hath now

bruised, and whose works he came to destroy, not without labor,
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and much suffering, and baptism with blood, and tasting of death .
Adored be the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, though he was
rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that we, through his poverty,

might be rich. And now , since God is made flesh , and Christ is be
come the Son of man , and our brother, by taking of our humanity ,
may we also receive his Spirit, be made partakers of a divine nature,

and become sons of God. And though we have borne the image of
the earthly man, and through him are heirs of sin and death , may
we be created anew in the image of the heavenly Adam , and become
heirs with him of eternal life. Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

make us, though unworthy, thy sons by faith in Christ; restore to
us the character and privileges of thy children, and also the Spirit,
whereby they cry, Abba, Father. And may we have the confidence
of children in thee, the love, the holy desire in all things, even the

least, to please thee. Let it be our meat and drink to do thy will.
Forgive, through Jesus Christ our Saviour, the sins and imperfec

tions of the past day. O cleanse us from secret faults, keep back
thy servants also from presumptuous sins. May we, from day to

day, grow in grace, and in the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord .
With more earnestness and less reserve, may we daily offer up oui

bodies living sacrifices to thee , the living God : and the good Lord
make us perfect in every good work to do thy will, working in us
that is pleasing in thy sight. Shepherd of Israel, watch over us this

night, guarding us from all bodily and spiritual evil. And if we
awake not in this world , may we awake in a better, where is day
without night, and joy without sorrow , and life without death . We
commend all men to thy mercy , our friends to thy love and care.

Reward our benefactors, forgive and bless our enemies. And these
things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FRIDAY MORNING . NUMBERS XVI.
ALMIGHTY God,who didst give Moses to be a prophet and leader,
Aaron to be a priest to thine ancient Israel,we thank thee, that thou

hast given unto us Jesus thy Son , to be our prophet, priest, and
king. We praise thee, O God, and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
for what he performed and suffered on earth , and for what he still
does in heaven . We acknowledge, with humble gratitude, his di

vine instructions, illustrated by his most holy life; his humbling

himself to death for our sins; his conquest of death, and satan, and
all the powers of darkness ; his resurrection and exaltation at thy
right hand in heaven ; together with those precious gifts of the Holy
Ghost, which he hath given to his church . O God , with shame we
confess that, as the ancient Israel rebelled against Moses and Aaron ,

thy messengers to them , so have we rebelled against the more glo
rious messenger, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Like them , we have re

belled against infinite love , and we have, like them , resisted our
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and accepted , even through the intercession of him whose authority
we have often cast off, but who has not cast us off from his compas
sion and love. May we wash in the fountain of his blood and be
clean . The Lord take away the stony heart out of our flesh . And
may we now at length submit to infinite power, infinite holiness, in
finite love and mercy . Thou desirest not our death . May we not
seek that which thou dost not delight in , and is our own ruin. Each

day we need anew to implore thy mercy to pardon us. May we

have faith to be healed , and being justitied by faith , may we have
peace with thee. May we also rejoice in the hope of thy glory : yea,
may we rejoice in all trials, which are sent to prepare us for this
blessed consummation . And may thy love be abundantly shed
abroad in our hearts, by the Holy Ghost. May our past sins cause

us daily grief ; and thy forgiving love, daily joy and thankfulness ;
and , confidently believing thou hast first loved us, may we love thee.

Let thy Spirit witness with our spirits that we are thy children, and
heirs with thy dear Son. O let us know that we know thee, by the
spirit thou givest to thy children . Gracious God, may we keep all
thy commandments, for to them that love thee they are not grievous,

but light and pleasant. We pray thee to enlighten , bless, and save
all men. Be the God of our friends. Reward our benefactors.
May we love our enemies, and do good to them that injure us.

Keep us, 0 Shepherd of Israel,during this day, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

FRIDAY EVENING .- LUKE I. 46 –80.
O God, our heavenly Father, who knowest the end from the be
ginning, and callest the things which are not as though they were,
we adore and praise thee.

Manifold and rich are thy promises to

them that fear and love thee , and yet thou dost ever exceed, in the
fulfilment, that thou hast spoken . O how great is thy loving -kind
ness which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee, for them that
trust in thee before the sons of men . Blessed be thou that thou hast
visited and redeemed thy people . May we be delivered from all

our enemies, and serve thee, without fear, in holiness and righteous
ness all our days. May the lightwhich is come into the world, guide
our feet into the way of peace. Shine into our hearts, O God , giv .
ing us the knowledge of thyself in the fear of Jesus Christ. May we

know thee as our God, and the author of all good ; thy Son Jesus
Christ as the deliverer from all evil ; and may we know our own ig .
norance, guilt, and misery to be such that thou only canst deliver us

from them ; and out of Christ's fulness may we receive even grace
for grace.

O God, forgive all our sins for Christ's sake, who died

for our sins and rose again for our justification . And may all the

sins which are pardoned be hated and crucified ; and may we yield
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ourselves as servants unto God. Let thy will be ours in all things.
Give us humble, meek , patient, and resigned spirits. May we joy in
God and have no confidence in the flesh . Heavenly Father, may

we be daily more humbled by our imperfections and barrenness.
Cut us not down as cumberers of the ground. But spare us, good
Lord, and may we henceforth be neither barren nor unfruitful in thy

work . Graciously keep us during the silent watches of the night;
and may we live in preparation for the endless day to which thy
children shall awake, when the night and sleep of death are ended.
All that we ask is in the name of the Lord Jesus, our advocate.
Amen.

Our Father, & c.

SATURDAY MORNING . - NUMBERS XVIJ.
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God , which art, and wast, and art to
come; who livest and reignest forever and ever ; who givest life to
all that live, and breath to all the inhabitants of the earth, we, thy
dependent creatures, sinful dust and ashes, have undertaken to speak
unto thee, and to call upon thy name. A glorious high throne, from

the beginning, is the place of sanctuary to thy people, even the
throne of grace ; above it are the cherubim and seraphim , with their
wings covering their feet, and who cry, ' Holy, holy , holy, Lord God

of hosts, the whole earth is full of thy glory. How shall we stand
before thee, we who are of unclean lips, and who dwell in the midst
of a people of unclean lips ?

So awful is the view of thy holiness

and glory, and so humbling to us poor sinners, that we are ready to
tremble, and cannot behold . We should exceedingly fear and
quake at a sight so terrible, but we view the glory of Christ, ofGod
manifest in flesh - our kinsman Redeemer, the glory of the only be
gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth , and we are at once

humbled and encouraged. We come boldly to the throne of grace,
through him who is our great high priest, passed through the heav
ens, and who is touched with the feeling of our infirmities; and we

implore mercy and grace for seasonable help . We rejoice in the
root and offspring of David, the bright and morning star ; the true
Aaron , yea, the true Melchizedek , the priest upon his throne, the
alpha and omega, the living one who was dead, but is now alive and
liveth for evermore, and who hath the keys of hell and of death .
We rejoice in the rod with which , as a shepherd, he feeds and pro
tects his flock ; and in his rod of power and authority, as king as
well as high priest, to defend and rule his church , and to subdue all
his and our enemies. Go forth , O thou mighty One, with thy sword
on thy thigh , in glory and majesty, yet in meekness, truth , and
righteousness. Let thine arrows be sharp in the hearts of thine ene
mies ; that the people may fall under thee in willing subjection .
Upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that
call not upon thy name, thou hast said thou wilt pour out thy fury ;
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but we desire, O Lord, to give thee the glory due to thy rame, ag
our God , Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter ; our God in covenant,
we would flee from the wrath to come, we would lay hold upon eter
nal life. Wewould keep the passover and the sprinkling of blood,
lest the destroyer should touch us. Wewould come under the shel.

ter of the blood of atonement, and have peace with God , througlı
our Lord Jesus Christ. And we pray, O Lord, that we may all of

us be thy children , by adoption and by regeneration, receiving Christ
Jesus the Lord for wisdom , righteousness, sanctification, and redemp.
tion ; putting on Christ Jesus, not making provision for the flesh to

fulfil the lusts thereof. We pray, most gracious God and Father in
Christ Jesus, that the blessings we ask for ourselves may be imparted
also to all whom we should remember before thee, that they and we

may be one in Christ Jesus; and that the blessings of thy grace may
descend copiously, and rest upon the heads and the members of the
several families around us, and throughout the land. And we do
now , most gracious God , offer thee the tribute of our thanks for the

mercies of the preceding night and of this new day ; and in the
name, and in the words of our Lord,we would sum up our requests,
saying, Our Father, which art in heaven, & c.

SATURDAY EVENING . – LUKE II 1 - 24 .
OTHOU ruler of all,God of our lives, length of our days, our
times are in thy hand , and we desire to acknowledge that we are
thine. The day, O Lord , is thine, the night also is thine. To the
close of another day and of another week thou hast brought us.

Another portion of our precious time is gone. Weanticipate the
commencement of the sabbath of rest suspending our worldly occu
pation , and giving us a respite from our ordinary cares. We thank

thee, O Lord , for that great salvation which, in the fulness of time,

has been brought near to us; and thatweare privileged to join with ,
and to emulate, the angels in their song. With glory to thee, O
Lord,every morning should begin, and every evening close. Every
successive week , and month , and year ; every sabbath , and every
sacramental season , invites us to meditate of and to celebrate the

wondrous doings of the Lord, in nature, in providence, and in grace .

Many, O Lord , are the wonderful things thou hast wrought, while
blind , thoughtless, rebellious man observes not the operation of

thy hand, neither regardeth thy doings. We would magnify thy
works which we behold . Especially would we look with holy won
der into the great mystery of redemption , God dwelling with men !
humanity joined with divinity ! the Lord of all a babe in his man
ger at Bethlehem ; angels celebrating his birth , while humble shep

herds are the heralds of the event ; the greatest event silently tak
ing place, the great ones of the earth unconscious of it, which has
produced the most important revolution in the history of the world ,
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for lo , the prophecy is fulfilled, ' I will shake all nations, and the
Desire of all nations shall come;' and, the stone cut out of the
mountain without hands shall fill the whole earth. Now is come
salvation, the tabernacle of God is with men ! We have access,
both Jew and Gentile, through one Mediator, by one Spirit, to the
Father. We would ascribe to thee, Most High , the glory in the
highest; we would bless thee for the peace made by the blood of the

cross, and sealed by the Spirit in the hearts of thy children ; and we
would rejoice in the good -will shown to rebellious men , that God, the
Lord , might dwell among them . And we pray, O Lord, that we, now
before thee, one family, may be one in Christ Jesus, in whom all the

families of the earth are blessed ; that we may be accepted in our
morning and evening sacrifices, and enjoy the blessedness of those
whose God is the Lord. To thee, O Lord, we commend all the con
cerns of thy church and people ; praying that peace may be with
them , and mercy, and on all the Israel of God ; and thy way may
be known on earth , and thy saving health among all nations. And

ht anmmay
ay bebe preparations, this evening, throughout
iligthere
ng hpray
oly dthat
we
athis
land of light and of sabbaths, for the services of the approach
ing holy day ; that thy ministers may be assisted in their studies,

and blessed in their souls ; that they may come forth , fully fraught
with the blessings of the gospel of peace, and may there be great

grace, and mercy, and peace multiplied upon all thy people . And
now , O Lord , we commend ourselves to thy gracious protection dur.
ing the night watches. Let no plague come near our dwelling.
Give us to rest in quietness of body and of mind, and to rise rejoic

ing in thy love. Blot out, we beseech thee,all our sins, and the ini.
quities of our holy things. Hear us and answer us, for our blessed

Redeemer's sake. Amen .

Twelfth Week .
SABBATH MORNING . - PSALM XXXVI.
O THOU, most great, most holy,most wise , most faithful, most mer.
ciful Jehovah , who art above all, and through all, enthroned in glo

ry, sitting between the cherubims,whom all the hosts of heaven obey,
whom all thy saints love and works praise, and whom legions of rebel
angels fear and dread, thy name is venerable , thy works are to be
admired ; thou art God alone ! This day especially thou art in thy
temple to be held in reverence, whilst, as the God of Israel, thou
givest strength and power to thy people . We thank thee, O most
blessed God , for the revelation of the Sun of righteousness, the
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brightness of thy glory, and the express image of thy person ; who,

upholding all things by the word of his power, has by himself
purged our sins, and is now , in our nature, at thy right hand. In
him we rejoice that there is a glorious union and harmony of thy
mercy and truth , of thy righteousness and grace. We pray, most

gracious Father, in Christ Jesus our Lord, that wemay bemade to

know experimentally , and savingly, what it is to delight ourselves in
thee, as rich in mercy to all that call upon thee, as faithful in keep

ing covenant with thy chosen One, on whom our help is laid , as im
movable in thy regards, and in thy engagements to thy people, for
thou art the Rock of ages, the dwelling -place of thy people, in all
generations. We desire, O Lord, to bless thy name, that we are in

vited this day to come to thy house, to thy feast of fat things; to thy
self as Jehovah, our provider, our healer, our banner, our peace , our
righteousness, our sun , our shield, who givest peace and glory, and

withholdest no good from thy children ; and we pray, holy Father,
that wemay come near even to thy seat, that wemay wait upon thee

humbly and heartily , that we may draw nourishment to our souls
from thy blessed word, through the influences of thy Spirit and bless

ing ; comfort from thy precious promises;warning from thy threaten
ings and reproofs ; direction and light from thy perfect precepts, so
that wemay not err from the straight line of duty and of safety ; and

O may we so occupy this blessed day, this golden portion of time,
that the fruits may appear good and abundant many days hence.
Our Father in heaven, we pray that thy great name may this day,

and every day, be hallowed here, and in every place, and more es
pecially that through the means of thy faithful word and precious
ordinances,there may be wonders of power and of grace done in the
name, and by the power of the Lord Jesus among us, by thy ser
vant our pastor ; and on all the churches an abundant outpouring

of thy Holy Spirit, making the whole hill of Zion, even thy church ,
and all places around , a blessing. O send down showers of blessings,

and so let thy kingdom advance, and thy will be done on earth, as it is
done in heaven . And now , O Lord, what wait we for, but thy bless .
ing to be on us, now worshipping, as we trust, in one of the dwell
ings of Jacob , who are about to worship thee in the gates of Zion,

which thou lovest still more, when we would rejoice soon to have
fellowship with thee, and with thy people. We commend ourselves
to thy gracious care and keeping, O thou hearer of prayer, and foun

tain of light, and of comfort, of holiness, and of peace ! Pardon all
our sins, O Lord, and the sin which has attended us in this approach
to thy holy presence, and hear us, and so far above what we are
able to ask or to think , for our blessed Redeemer's sake, to whom ,

with thee, O Father, and the ever -blessed Spirit, be all honor, and
glory, and blessing, and praise , now , and for erermore. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING. )
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SABBATH EVENING . - PSALM XXXVII.

O God of all grace, whose we are, and whom we are bound to
love, and worship, and obey ; we again bend before thee , the God
of all the families of Israel, and with David , would we return from

public services of the day, to seek a blessing on our own household .

Thou, O most glorious and blessed God, hast permitted many of us
this day to join theworshipping assembly , to contemplate thy majesty
and thy loving-kindness in the midst of thy temple, and to hear the
blessed truths of thy word, which are able to make us wise unto sal.

vation. There we have had thy word nigh to us, in our mouth, in
our ear, and, we would hope, also in our hearts. Thou hast spoken
to us, and we have been permitted to speak unto the Lord, we who
are dust and ashes. It is of the Lord 's mercies we are not con
sumed . Here we are assembled around this domestic altar, to give

thee praise ; to implore thy pardoning mercy, and thy renewing and
quickening grace. May we hide thy word in our hearts, that we
inay not sin against thee. May we not only be hearers, but doers

of thy word. O that our ways were directed to keep thy command
ments, then shall we not be ashamed when we have respect unto all
thy righteous judgments ; we will keep thy precepts. To leave us
not to ourselves, but establish us. By constant reference to the
truths of thy blessed word , building ourselves upon our most holy

faith, by prayer in the Holy Ghost, and looking for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ, to eternal life, would we desire to keep alive the

flame of thy love in our hearts, and to enjoy a continued sense of thy
favor. O Lord our God , undertake for us, help us for the glory of
thy name. Bless us as a family ; O if there be any of us unconverted ,

still strangers to the power and life of godliness,merely bowing the

knee with others while the heart is unhumbled, and the carnalmind ,
in its enmity against thee, still holding out ; O) that this may be the
day of thy power, in which such shall be made willing ; in which ,

by the mighty energy of thy word and spirit, the strongholds of
pride, and of self-righteousness, and of ungodliness, and of worldli
ness, shall be brought down ; and the Lord alone shall be exalted .
O that every heart here may be a throne and an altar for thee ;

every body and soul a temple, in which Jehovah , the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost, shall reign supreme ! For our friends
also, and our brethren , we would pray that they may enjoy the

peace of thy children ; for their good , as well as our own, we will

seek the prosperity of Zion , and that there may be many obtaining
that salvation which thou hast appointed therein , for Israel thy

people , that they may be saved in the Lord with an everlasting sal
vation ! May the Lord God make known to all men his salvation .
Let men of every nation , of every color, of every tongue, be blessed
in Messias, and call him blessed. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
who only doth wondrous things ! Blessed be his glorious name for
ever and let the whole earth be filled with his glory ! O Lord , hear
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our humble and united prayers : in thy great mercy for our blessed
Redeemer's sake blot out all our sins. Grant us all the blessings
we need , and far above what we can ask or think ; and to thee,

the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghost, one ever-blessed Jehovah, be
glory, and honor, and praise, now and evermore. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . NUMBERS XX .
FATHER of mercies, God of all grace and consolation, vouchsafe
thy gracious presence to us, thy guilty and rebellious offspring , while
we bewail before thee our manifold sins and transgressions, and im

plore thy pardoning mercy and sanctifying grace. Have mercy upon
us, O God , according to thy loving-kindness ; according to the mul
titude of thy tender mercies, blot out our transgressions. It is to
thy mercy alone that we can appeal, for we deserve nothing from
thy justice, but wrath and tribulation. We are a seed of evil-doers ;
our offences exceed all calculation but thine own ; we are daily add

ing to their number by fresh provocations, in opposition to our own
clearest convictions, our most solemn engagements, and thy paternal
dealings with us, both by mercies and by trials. We cannot offer

one plea in palliation of our offences. Sinners from the womb up .
wards, we merit the full weight of thy severest displeasure ; and
whatever destiny thou mayest assign to us, we must acknowledge

the justice of thy procedure. Yet we will not despair ; for, blessed
be thy name, encouraged by thine own gracious promises and invi.
tations, we flee from thy justice, to seek refuge in thy mercy. We
flee to lay hold of the rich provisions of grace which thou hast treas

ured up for sinners in Christ. Pleading the urgency of our wants,
and his abundant merits, we entreat thee to look upon us, not as we
are in ourselves, but in him thine anointed. For his sake retain not
thine anger against us, but spread over us the broad mantle of thy
forgiveness. And, Lord , we would plead not only deliverance from
wrath , but admission to favor. To give us a meetness for its en

joyment, О do thou subdue the carnal, disobedient, rebellious spirit
within us, and do thou produce in us every holy principle which can
lead to devoted and persevering obedience. May we be united by
faith to Jesus Christ, the grand centre and depositary of spiritual
influences ; that by grace derived from him , we may triumph over

inward corruptions and outward temptations, and walk before thee

in holiness and righteousness all the days of our lives. For this,
we have, alas, no resources within ourselves, for we are not more
guilty than weak , dependent, and helpless. The testimony of thy
word, the falls of the most holy of men, our enemies, our tempta
tions, and our daily experience of the workings of a depraved nature
within us, all unite in testifying that our own best strength is
but weakness ; that the power to will and to do must proceed from

thee ; and that we can stand only when thou upholdest us. A sin .
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gle spark is sufficient to inflame our corruptions. The least tempta
tion overpowers our unstable goodness. And neither past attain
ments nor present purposes afford us any security against falling
into sins, deeply offensive to thee, and dangerous to our own peace

and safety. Most merciful Father, do thou then undertake for us.

Uphold our goings in thy paths, that our footsteps slip not; and O
send us such liberal supplies of the Redeemer's grace, thatwe may

be not only steadfast and immovable , but always abounding in the
work which thou hast assigned us ; and that, amid all the toils and
trials of our Christian warfare, we may be able to combat with ever.
growing boldness, reposing upon the assurance that we fight with
strength not our own, and that we shall come forth more than con
querors through him that loved us. Follow , for this purpose, with
thy blessing, the holy lessons, and prayers, and vows of the day

that is past. Accept of our grateful thanksgivings for thy goodness
to us last night. As thou hast been the protector of our sleeping,
be also the guide of our waking hours. Watch over us this day,
to hallow our intercourse with each other, and direct us in all our

ways. Cause thy blessing to rest upon ourselves, and all whom we
ought to remember before thee. And hear us, not according to the
imperfections of our requests, but thine own surpassing mercy and
grace in Christ Jesus.

Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . — LUKE II. 25 -52.

God of all grace, thou uncreated light and infinite love, we ap.
proach thee this evening in the all-prevailing name of the Redeemer;
and lifting up our hearts with our hands, would unite in venerating
and adoring thy holy name. Who, Lord , can suitably declare thy

transcendent excellencies ? Who can abundantly utter the memory
of thy great goodness ?

All of us are living monuments of its sur

passing riches. For though continually rebelling against thee, we
are mercifully spared ; yea, not only spared but indulged, and every
day furnished with new proofs of thy parental tenderness and care.
Lord, how precious are thy thoughts to usward ; how great is the
sum of them ; if we should count them , they are more than can be

numbered. In thee, we behold the author of all our blessinga,
whether spiritual or temporal ; of all that distinguishes us as men ,
all that elevates us as rational and immortal beings, all that animates

us with the hope of being assimilated to thyself as Christians. O
may we recognize in all these gifts the giver. From the altar of
grateful hearts, may the incense of thanksgiving and praise ascend

to thee continually . And may we be as unwearied in our returns
oflove and obedience , as thou art in expressions of benignity and

favor. Lord, we would adore thee, more especially , for the great
and glorious salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of

all people ; salvation meeting all our exigencies as ignorant, guilty ,
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depraved, weak and dying sinners ; salvation proposing to us deliv .
erance from eternal wrath, and mansions of everlasting glory in the
world of the blessed . We lament that deep depravity of nature,
which prompts sinners to make light of blessings so inestimable

We lament, that he, by whom they have been dearly purchased, in
stead of receiving a glad welcome from all, should , by many, be set

up as a butt of contention and contempt. And we lament the ex
tent to which each of ourselves is involved in the guilt of such con
duct. Root, we beseech thee, out of our hearts, those unholy pro
pensities in which it originates. O do thou subdue our pride, our
self-sufficiency, our love of sin, and our hatred to the holy require
ments of Jesus. Penetrate us with durable convictions of our utter

destitution without a saving interest in Christ; and give us realizing

discoveries of his redeeming grace and love ; that, at once impelled
by an urgent sense of need, and sweetly constrained by the attrac
tions of sacred affection , we may receive him cordially, cleave to

him steadfastly, surrender to him devotedly , all our faculties and af
fections, and live to glory in his cross, and show forth his praise .
Give us to set him , the Lord, habitually before us; and depending
upon the promised aids of his Spirit, to strengthen our weak resolu

tions, and, resting upon the hope of the future inheritance of his
people to animate our languid endeavors, may we daily make pro .
gressive advances in our journey Zionward , and persevere, till tri.
umphant over every discouragement, each of us appear there, to
behold thine unveiled countenance forever. Of the brief season al.

lotted for the journey, we behold another day now brought to a
close. O forgive our sinful appropriation of so much of it to our

selves, in forgetfulness of thee, and our heavenly calling ; and accept
of our thanksgivings for its unmerited mercies. We commit our.
selves, our dear friends and relatives, and all whom we ought to

pray for, to thy fatherly protection during the silent watches of the
night. And if it please thee to spare us to behold the light of a new
day, may we rise with bodies refreshed , and our minds quickened
with renewed zeal and vigor for thy service. Every day that we
live, vouchsafe to us grace to make thy will our law , and thy glory

our end . And when all our earthly days are ended, and the night
of death seals our eyes, may our bodies, united to Christ, sleep in
peace till the morning of the resurrection , and our souls, purified

from every stain , join the spirits of the blessed in the land of ever.
lasting life and light. Hear us, forgive us, sanctify and save us, for
the Redeemer's sake. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . - NUMBERS XXI.
On the morning of a new day,marked by a continuation of thy
loving-kindness toward us, both as individuals and a household , we

would seek, Father of mercies, to present to thee, on the family altar,
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our morning sacrifice of thanksgiving and praise ; and with grateful
hearts to bless thee, who causest the out- goings of the morning, and

the in -comings of the evening, to rejoice over our heads. Lord ,how
unwearied thy goodness ! how numberless the mercies which thou
art every hour and moment showering down upon our heads !
The rich provider of our temporal necessities, thou art continuing
to us health of body and soundness of mind , domestic peace and

outward comfort ; laying all nature under contribution for our bene.
fit ; and making earth and air, fire and water, winds and waves, the
ministers of our wills . And thou dost not overlook our spiritual

wants . Notwithstanding our sinful abuse of past advantages, we

still enjoy thy word, thine ordinances, theministry of reconciliation ,
our sabbaths and temples, and the rich promise of thy Holy Spirit,
to make these blessed means effectual for our salvation . Truly it
becomes us to acknowledge that goodness and mercy have hitherto

followed us, and to call upon our souls and all that is within us, to
bless and adore thee, the pregnant fountain of all our supplies.
Alas ! we have each of us cause to rejoice with trembling, for if we
have received unnumbered mercies which demand grateful acknowl.
edgment, we have also committed unnumbered offences, which call
for penitent confession and humiliation . What good do we possess

which we owe not to thee ? yet which of all thy gifts that we have
not employed as instruments of rebellion against thee ? Weare in .
deed a rebellious offspring. Neither kindness nor corrections have

the effect of keeping us in the path of obedience. Wedaily trample
upon thine authority ; murmur secretly or openly against the dis .
pensations of thy providence, abuse the temporal blessings of our

ſot, in the indulgence of the lust of the flesh,the lust of the eye, and
the pride of life ; and allow our spiritual opportunities to pass away
without showing any corresponding progress, either in the mortili.
cation of our sins, or the sanctification of our tempers and lives.

Wehave cause therefore to adore thee for thy long-suffering patience
and forbearance towards us, and to rejoice that we have not, as out
casts from thy mercy, been long ago consigned to the abodes of final

retribution . O teach us to trace the sins which defile us to their
true source, the bitter fountain of a heart which is enmity against
thee, and seeks its happiness in things carnal and earthly . And
may the humbling conviction , while it abases our pride, quicken
our faith , and endear to us the cross and the grace of the Redeemer.
O give us to go to him , that he may sweeten the bitter waters, by
the healing virtues of his own blood , and that he may henceforth

direct all their streams in a holy and heavenly course. By the
power of his grace, do thou elevate our affections and spiritualize
our desires, and suffer us no longer to indulge in the folly of seeking
rest in this wilderness . May we be taught to make heavenly and

spiritual blessings the supreme objects of our solicitude, and to esti
mate temporal advantages, chiefly as means for conducting us to
these ; so as in every step of our progress through the wilderness, to
have the eye of faith fixed upon the land beyond it. O be thyself,
we entreat thee, our pillar of light to guide us by the way. May

we never seek to choose for ourselves, but submissively pitch our
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tent or pursue our journey, as thou directest. If thy goodness in .
dulge us, may we enjoy the comforts of our situation with gratitude

and moderation, and see in every blessing that gladdens us thy lib
eral hand . If thy providence frown upon us,may we neither despise

thy chastening, nor faint when we are rebuked, but submit with
unmurmuring acquiescence to all thine appointments, beholding in
every stroke of the rod the hand oflove that wields it. In whatever

path thou conductest us, 0 let thine own Spirit guide,thine own arm
protect, and thine own love as a covenant God abide with us, and
when the discipline of the wilderness is at length brought to a close,
do thou conduct us to the joys of the heavenly rest. Grant that
our progress this day may bring us a day's journey nearer it, in
meetness for its employments and its holy delights. And to thee,
in Christ, be ever the praise .

Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . LUKE III.
We bless thee, heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ, the unspeak .
able gift of thy love, and rejoice that in him all fulness dwells to
meet the necessities of his people ; fulness of merit to justify their
persons, and fulness of grace to sanctify their natures. O may it be
the privilege of each of us to receive of his fulness, and to present to
ourselves and others solid evidences of the fact, in a steady and con
sistent exhibition of all the diversified graces of his Spirit. May that
Spirit take up its habitual residence in our hearts, to perfect, estab .
lish, strengthen, and settle us ; and may it ever operate there as a
holy fire to cleanse, as a sacred light to direct, and as a well of water
to refresh , and to spring up in streams of purity and blessedness,
unto eternal life. Hasten, we beseech thee, the period of those co

pious outpourings of the Spirit, which will issue in the glories of
the latter days of the church. Look in pity upon the perishing
heatben ; collect into the true fold the lost sheep of the house of
Israel ; overthrow the empire of the man of sin ; heal the back
slidings, and revive the first love of the churches of the reformation .

Bemore especially gracious to our beloved national Zion . O do
thou repair all its breaches ; strengthen all its bulwarks; increase
the devotedness and add to the number of the watchmen upon its
walls ; prosper all its plans of usefulness, both at homeand abroad ;
and multiply its provisions more and more, under the safeguard of
thy protection , and with the securities of a happy national consti

tution , which recognizes thee as the governor among the nations,
and Jesus Christ as head over all things to the church . Bless our
native country in all its complicated interests, and all who belong to
it, from the occupant of the throne to the humblest subject. Do

thou diffuse the leaven of pure and undefiled religion through every
class of the community, so that the fabric of national prosperity may

rest secure upon the basis of national piety ; that every habitation
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spiritual sacrifices. Let thy especial blessing rest upon this habita
tion .

May the ties of blood and of mutual dependence which unite

us together, be sweetened and hallowed by the bonds of grace, that
wemay all be followers of thee as dear children , and members of
the household of faith , and may at length arrive at our Father's
house in heaven . In our progress thither do thou continue to us

our comforts, sanctify to us our trials, strengthen us for our duties,
and prepare us for every event that is before us. Be with us this
night, and give us to retire to our beds with hearts grateful to thee
for the unmerited mercies of the past day. Every day whilst we
live, be thou our sun to enlighten , and our shield to protect us.

And when death calls us hence, may it find us ready for our depart

ure, and ripe for the grace that shall be brought at the, revelation
of Jesus Christ. Hear, in heaven thy dwelling place, these our

humble supplications, and forgive and accept of us in Christ Jesus,
the Redeemer.

Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . - NUMBERS XXII.
ALMIGHTY, and ever-blessed God , we desire at this time to ap
proach the family altar, and to present before thee our morning's

sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Thou art worthy to receive all

power, and honor, and glory ; for thou hast created all things, and
for thy pleasure they are, and were created . Impress, we beseech
thee, upon our minds, a deep reverence for thy character and perfec
tions, and through faith in the infinite merits of thy Son , and our
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, may we be led to recognize and wor

ship thee, as our reconciled God and Father.

We give thee thanks

for all the mercy and the grace thou hast conferred upon us, since
we came into being. Thou art good — thou hast continually done us

good, and great is thy faithfulness.

Thou hast magnified thy love

in not sparing thine own Son, but in giving him up to the death for
us all, that we, through him , may be delivered from the guilt, and
saved from the pollution , of sin . We confess before thee our nume

rous and highly aggravated iniquities, and acknowledge ourselves
utterly unworthy of thy notice and regard. O that we were more
deeply impressed with a sense of the evil nature and the ruinous
tendency of sin ; led to hate it with a perfect hatred , and to cherish
a profounder sorrow , and a godlier contrition , when betrayed into

the commission of it. Look not on us as we are in ourselves, ruined
and self-condemned sinners, but regard us through the merits and

mediation of the divine Redeemer, who died for our sins, and rose
again for our justification ; that being justified by faith, wemay have
peace with thee our God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Sanctify
us through thy truth, thy word is truth : and by thy IIoly Spirit
may we be led in the way of life everlasting, and enabled to live to
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the praise and the glory of him who suffered for us, leaving us an
example that we should follow his steps.

Accept of us, O ourGod ,

in our united thanksgivings for the mercies of the last night,and this

morning. Let thy presence and blessing accompany us this day.
May grace, mercy, and peace, be multiplied on all our fellow -men .
Bless our friends - forgive our enemies - - reward our benefactors.

May the lessons of thy word now read, make a deep and permanent
impression on our minds. Suffer us not to walk in the counsel of

the ungodly, nor stand in the way of sinners ; but may we rather
run in the way of thy commandments with enlargement of heart .
Hear us when we thus call upon thee, for the sake of Jesus Christ,

our strength and our Redeerner. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . — LUKE IV .
WHEREWITHAL shall we come before thee, O Lord, or bow our.
selves in thy presence, thou most high God ? We will come unto
thee in the name of Christ,making mention of his righteousness,and
his only. For his sake, may our persons be acceptable in thy sight,
and the lifting up of our hands as the incense of old . We confess
and bewail before thee the original depravity of our hearts, the un
godliness of our lives, the waywardness of our affections, and the
constant tendency we have to yield to the suggestions of the great
adversary of our souls,and the allurcments of a world lying in wick
edness. We mourn over our past sins, and our present unworthi.
ness. Wehave broken many vows ; we have come short of many
resolutions, we have misimproved time, and talent, and privilege ;
given up to judicial blindness, or left to reap the fruit of our own

doings in the place of torment. What reason then have we to ad .
mire and adore thy long-suffering patience, in that thou art sparing

us in the land of the living and the place of hope ; that thou art give
ing us thy word, so full of invitation and promise, and permitting us
at all times, and in all circumstances, to address ourselves to thee as
the hearer and the answerer of prayer. Glory be to God in the
highest, that peace hath been proclaimed on earth, and good-will to

the sons of men ; that the offer of a full and a free salvation hath

been made to the guiltiest of us all, through the blood of the cross,
and that we are invited, as helpless and miserable sinners, to betake
ourselves for pardon , and purity , and eternal life, to him who is able
to save to the very uttermost ; seeing he ever liveth to make inter
cession for the transgressors. Lord, we would believe, help thou
our unbelief. May Christ be formed in our souls the hope of glory,

and henceforth through thy Holy Spirit assisting us,may we be en
abled to walk as the children of the light, glorifying thee in our
bodies and spirits, which are thine. Subdue within us every unholy

propensity . " Sprinkle us with clean water, that wemay be clean ;
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from all our idols and from all our filthiness, do thou cleanse us.
May our lives, henceforth, be bid with Christ in God, so that when
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, we may also appear with him in
glory. We would look forward in the exercise of faith and hope, to
the coming of our Lord and Saviour, when he shall appear without

sin unto salvation ; when they that are in their graves shall hear his
voice, and shall come forth to share in the splendors of his triumph ,

and so be forever with the Lord. Our hearts' desire and prayer for
all men are, that they may be saved . Let pure and undefiled re
ligion prosper and prevail. Pity and supply the wants of the poor.
Spare the lives of the young and the useful. Prepare the dying for

deuth , and teach the living to live humble and mindful of their latter
end . We give thee thanks for thy Fatherly care and kindness this

day. May we lie down in thy fear, and rise rejoicing in thy favor.
Visit our friends with thy salvation - our enemies with thy forgive.
ness our benefactors with thy beneficence.

And unto thee, the

Father, the Son, and the ever-blessed Spirit, one God, be glory for
ever and ever. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING .- NUMBERS XXIII.
O LORD our God, we desire to worship thee as the King of kings

and Lord of lords, as dwelling in that light which is inaccessible and
full of glory. Heaven is thy throne and the earth is thy footstool.
Thou art here and everywhere present beholding the evil and the
good . Thou compassest our path and our lying down, and art inti
mately acquainted with all our ways. Thou understandest the

thoughts of our hearts afar off. We are but of yesterday - we all do
fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind , have taken us away ;
but thou art the self-existent- the immutable -- the eternal Jehovab ,

glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders.

Thou didst

at first make man upright ; but alas, he soon sought out many in

ventions, and by adding sin unto sin , we have rendered ourselves
obnoxious to thy displeasure, and are unworthy of thy notice and
regard . We have nothing of our own to plead in extenuation of
our guilt, for, in our best services we offend and come short of thy
glory ; but we would plead the worthiness of the Lamb that was

slain to take away the sin of the world. Wewould rest by faith on
the merits of that perfect sacrifice which Christ offered up once for

all, that he might make an atonement for a world lying in wicked
ness, and bring in an everlasting righteousness for the justification
of all who believe. Lord , enable us henceforth to look to Jesus as
the author and finisher of our faith . May the samemind be in us

that was in him , who ever esteemed it as his meat and drink to do
the will of his Father in heaven . And seeing it is not in man who
walketh to direct his steps, we pray for the aid and direction of the

Holy Spirit, that we may be led in the way of all truth , and enabled
13
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to consecrate ourseives as living sacrifices unto God, holy and accept
able, which is our reasonable service. May we be found dying

daily unto sin , and living unto righteousness ; and from a deep sense
of the many and invaluable privileges with which we are favored ,
may we strive to approve ourselves the faithfuldisciples of the Lord
Jesus, by walking worthy of the vocation wherewith we are caller .
Forbid that we should be among the number of those who know the

truth , but who in practice deny it. Having named the name of
Christ, may we be careful to depart from all iniquity, and live in
strict conformity with the requirements of the gospel, and the exam .

ple of Christ. We bless thee for all thy goodness and grace — for the
mercies of the past night, and the enjoyments of this morning. We
implore thy protection and blessing this day. Let thy Son 's king.

dom come, and let thy will be done in carth as it is done in heaven .
Regard , in thy mercy, our friends and all whom we hold dear.

Comfort and sustain the sick and the dying, and grant that wemay
lead the lives of the righteous, that at last our death may be like

theirs, and all we ask is in the name, and for the sake, of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

THURSDAY EVENING . — LUKE V.
O FATHER ofmercies, and God of all consolation,God and Father
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, and in him God of all graco

and glory, we would again approach the footstool of thy throne, ani!
address ourselves unto thee as unto the hearer and answerer of
prayer. We kneel before thee as guilty and polluted sinners, unable
to stand the scrutiny of thy law , or to offer anything like a ransom
for the sin of our souls. We have been blessed with talents, but we

have abused them , and with high spiritual privileges, but we have
misimproved them . Our time has been too much occupied with the
pursuits and the vanities of the world , whilst we have been little
mindful of the value of the soul, and the realities of eternity.

The

dispensations of thy providence have often been of a nature well
fitted to lead us to a devout recognition of thy supremacy, and of
our own dependence upon thee, whilst the blessings of thy grace
have been as eminently calculated to awaken our love and gratitude,
and to induce us to live no longer to ourselves, but to him who loved

us, and gave himself for us, the just for the unjust, that he might
bring us unto God. We have been unprofitable servants, and worse
than unprofitable , and do therefore stand justly exposed to thy right

eous indignation. But we cast ourselves on thy mercy and grace in
Christ Jesus, humbly beseeching thee, for his sake, to be merciful to
our unrighteousness, and to remember against us our iniquities no
more forever. Rebuke us not in thy wrath ; chasten us not in thy
hot displeasure. Speak peace unto our souls, by giving us the well.

grounded hope and the comfortable persuasion of being justified
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freely by thy grace. May we know , in our blessed experience, what
it is to have passed from death unto life , and may we be enabled to
give evidence of the reality of our faith , by maintaining a conduct

and conversation such as becometh the gospel. Through thy Holy
Spirit, as the comforter and sanctifier of the church ,may we be built
up in faith and holiness unto salvation . May sin no longer have do

minion over us, but being renewed in the spirit of our mind, may
our affections be set on those things which are above, that when
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, we may be found in peace,
without spot and blameless, interested in his righteousness, and
adorned with the gifts and graces of his Spirit, and made welcome
to enter on that rest which remaineth for the people of God . We

give thee thanks for all thy past care and kindness.

Thou hast

hitherto dealt mercifully with us in protecting us amid danger; in
supporting us under trial ; in comforting us in sorrow ; in preserving

us amid many temptations ; and in sustaining our souls, by the con
solations of thy word and Spirit, amid the severest bereavements
with which thou hast been pleased to visit us. But whilst we would
bless and magnify thy fatherly and affectionate providence ,we would
ever contemplate and adore, with devout gratitude and holy adınira
tion , the riches of thy grace, as these have been made manifest
through the blood of the cross. Othat we were led to feel more
powerfully the constraining influence of Christ's love, and enabled
to live still more devoted to his cause and service. Let the knowl.

edge of Christ and him crucified be imparted to all who are still
dead in trespasses and sins. May the sick experience thy peculiar
care, and may the dying depart in peace, their eyes having seen thy

salvation. May we never forget that we are mortal creatures, be
cause we are sinners, and through faith in the merits of our Re.
deemer may we be led to exclaim , o death , where is thy sting ; O

grave, where is thy victory ! Watch over us this night. Raise us
to the duties and enjoyments of a new day. May our timehere be
spent in thy fear and service, and at last may we dwell in thy house
above, forever and ever.

And all we ask is for Christ's sake.

Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . – NUMBERS XXIV .
WE adore thee, O Lord,who art the living and the true God .
Thou art eternal in thine existence, infinite in all thine attributes

and perfections, righteous in all thy ways,and holy in all thy works.
Although many nations are still in darkness, and dwell in the land

of the shadow of death , yet ever blessed be God that the great light
hath visited us. Thou who didst speak unto the fathers by the

prophets, hast spoken unto us by thy Son from heaven. We would
hail with pious gratitude, the appearance, in our day, of the Star

out of Jacob, and rejoice exceedingly because we are gladdened by
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the light of the Sun of righteousness. We give thee the praise, be
cause we see and hear what many prophets and righteousmen de

sired to see, but were not permitted. Glory be unto God in the
highest, for peace on earth and good-will to men . But what are we,

o Lord, that we should be so highly favored ? Like Israel of old ,
we are by nature covenant-breakers, and, notwithstanding our pecu

liar privileges, we have too often been unprofitable servants. Thy
name we have not duly revered , thy pure and holy laws we have
broken, thy sabbaths we have not duly ballowed , thine altars and
thine ordinances we have too often forsaken , and we are very guilty
in thy sight. Amidst the cares of the world , we have too often for
gotten thee, the God that made us, and lightly esteemed the rock of
our salvation . Whilst enjoying thy bounty we have been ungrate
ful children ; under thy threatenings and chastisements we have not

been humbled, and have not diligently improved the dispensations
of thy providence. The heart is deceitful ; woe is unto us, for we
have sinned . Enter not into judgment with us, O our God, but see
nur shield ; look upon us in the face of thine anointed Son. Ever
blessed be thy name, because there is mercy with thee that thou
mayest be feared, and plenteous redemption that thou mayest be
sought after. Blessed be God for his only -begotten Son, that who

soever believeth on him should not perish , but have everlasting life.
Evermore, O God, give us this faith and this life. Open our eyes
that wemay behold the riches of thy mercy and the wonders of thy

law . Give us an interest in the Lamb of God , who taketh away the
sins of the world, and give us the spirit of true repentance for all
past sins. Let not sin henceforth obtain dominion over us, but re
store to us the joys of thy salvation , and uphold us by thy free Spirit.
Notwithstanding our unworthiness, thou hast opened our eyes, in
favorable circumstances, to rejoice in the light of a new day. Thou
art this morning covering our table with the bounties of thy provi
dence, for which our hearts would praise the Lord . Give us, we
earnestly beseech thee, a rich portion of that bread and water of

life which camedown from heaven , that our souls may never hunger
and never thirst. Let a deep conviction of thy presence go with us
this day, into the society of men , that when we engage in the ordi.
nary duties of life, wemay ever be mindful of our duty to our God .

Let our thoughts and desires be pure, our words true, our actions
just, and by thy Spirit enable us to have consciences void of offence

towardsGod and man, and unto thy name be all the praise. Amen.

FRIDAY EVENING . LUKE VI. 1 -26 .

O LORD, thou art our God, and we will praise thee ; our fathers '
God, and we will exalt thy name together. Thou didst breathe into
us the breath of life, and we became living creatures; the spirit of

the Almighty has given us understanding ; thy good providence las
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hitherto protected us, and thy bounty has supplied our wants.
Thou hast saved us from the pestilence that walketh in darkness, and
the destruction that wasteth at noon -day. Unto thee we have all
our days been indebted for the blessings of health , friendship, and

society ; and for the rich spiritual consolations which have soothed
our souls in the seasons of sorrow and affliction ; but above all for
Jesus Christ, thy best gift to men . When we meet together in his
name, in the family, or the sanctuary, teach us humility and self
abasement; and teach us to worship thee , our God, in reverence and
godly fear. O Lord God of truth, deliver us from all formality and

hypocrisy , worldly corruption, and self-righteous presumption , and
teach us to seek for acceptance with God only through the merits of
Christ . When we read a portion of his word, O Lord, let the light
of his Spirit shine into our understandings, to direct our meditations,
and to enlarge our desires after heartfelt communion with God .

May his word ever be a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path .
May it be in our comfortable experience the good seed in a good

soil, always growing luxuriant and beautiful ; and increasing in the
peaceable fruits of righteousness, which are , through Jesus Christ, to
the praise and glory of God . Let not our goodness be as the early

cloud, and the morning dew , that passeth away ; but let our path be
the path of the just, that shineth brighter and brighter unto the per
fect day. Give us the truths of thy word, in the demonstration of
the Spirit, and of power, that they may lay open the deceitfulness
of the heart, and minister to our edification and improvement; but

above all, may lead our souls habitually unto God, the fountain of
mercy , through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. O God , let not the vain

glories of this world withdraw our affections from the excellence of
heavenly wisdom , and the holiness of thy perfections and laws. Let
not the temptations of the devil, and the wicked example of the

world , entice us to seek after sinful gratifications, and to say, Peace,
peace, while there is no peace. Let not the trials and afflictions of
this life overcome our patience and resignation to the will of God ;

but teach us to say, with thy people of old , We glory in tribulations
also , knowing that tribulation worketh patience, and patience expe
rience, and experience hope. In our intercourse with one another,
teach us, O God, to love one another, as God , for Christ's sake, bath
loved us.

Teach us mutually, and as thy children , to cherish and

practise meekness and patience, brotherly-kindness, forbearance and
charity , that wemay live together in unity, and may, by the grace
of God, depart from all manner of iniquity. With grateful hearts

for all thy goodness to us individually , and as a family, we would
this evening, commend ourselves to the protection of the God of
Israel, who neither slumbers nor sleeps. May thy kingdom come,
O God , and thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven, and let all

praise and glory be universally ascribed unto God, the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost. Amen .
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SATURDAY MORNING . - DEUTERONOMY IV.

TEACH us, O Lord , to lift up our souls with our voices, unto theo
this morning, in heartfelt gratitude and praise , for thine unmerited

and unceasing goodness. When wemeet together in thy service, and
approach thy pure and holy presence, may we never forget our own

unworthiness, but join trembling with our mirth .

Thou hast long

preserved us as a family, and hast enriched our hearts with many
blessings. Thou hast, in thy good providence , caused the outgoings
of the evenings and the mornings to rejoice over us. By thy watch

ſul care and bounty, thou hast preserved usduring the past night,
and hast invigorated the body with health and sleep , and inspired
our souls with hope and trust in thee. Thou art day by day filling

our mouths with food, and our hearts with gladness, confirming to us
the gracious promise that our bread shall be given us, and our water
shall be made sure. Around the family altar, we would this morn

ing join in songs of thanksgiving and praise unto our God, for the
peaceful repose of the past night, and for the mercies of the morning .
Forbid , ( our God , that we should be satisfied with the mere out

ward service of reading, meditation, and praise ; but teach us, by thy
Spirit, to offer unto thee the sacrifice of sincere and penitent hearts.
In mercy deliver us, O Lord, from all hypocrisy and deceit in our
religious duties, and from all falsehood and injustice in our worldly
dealings. Let all bitterness, and wrath , and anger, and clamor, and
evil.speaking, be put away from us, with all malice . Save us from
the deliberate omission of any duty, or the transgression of any law .
Let our eyes this day be turned away from beholding vanity, and
teach us to set a guard upon our thoughts, words, and actions, lest we
grieve the Holy Spirit of God , whereby we are sealed unto the day
of redemption . Command thy light and truth to shine into our

hearts, that we may behold the wonders of thy law , and run in the
ways of thy commandments . Let our prayers, which we humbly
offer in the name, and through the merits of Christ, ascend unto God
with acceptance, like the incense of the evening and morning sacri
fice. Look not upon us as we are in nature and life, sinful and con

demned ; but see, O God, our shield, look upon us in the face of Jesus,

thine anointed Son. By thymerciful covenant,we have an advocate
with theFather, JesusChrist the righteous ; O Lord, give us an interest,

now and forever, in his all-prevailing intercession , and in the Lamb
ofGod, who taketh away the sins of the world . We are not our own,
but bought with a price, not with corruptible things, such as silver

and gold , but by the blood of Christ ; teach us then, O God, not to
live any longer unto ourselves, but unto him who died for us and
rose again . We would embrace in our prayers, 0 thou Father of

all ! all our brethren of mankind. May the Redeemer's kingdom
soon comprehend all the nations on the face of the earth . Open the
eyes of thine ancient people, that they may see their Messiah in our
blessed Lord and Saviour. May the fulness of the Gentiles soon bz
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the subjects of the kingdom of Christ. May Romish superstiti: n
soon be removed, and may the glorious light and liberty of the gog.
pel soon gladden every nation , from the rising to the setting sun.
Say to the north, Give up, and to the south, Keep not back ; bring
thy sons from afar, and thy daughters from the end of the earth . May

weall grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ: to whom , with thee, and the ever-blessed Spirit, be

glory both now and ever. Amen.

SATURDAY EVENING . – LUKE VI. 27 -49.
O LORD, we would ever count it as our highest honor and our

chief happiness that we have access at all times to thy blessed pres

ence. Although thou art far exalted above all principalities and
powers, yet thou condescendest to regard us in compassion and
mercy. What are we, O Lord, that thou shouldest be so very good
and gracious unto us. Although thou didst create us innocent and

happy, yet we soon forfeited these blessings, and even life itself, by
sinning in Adam .

The gold soon became dim , the fine gold was

changed, and man , being in honor, did not abide. Our nature soon
became corrupted, we forfeited innocence and peace, were banished
from thy blessed presence, and have incurred thy righteous sentence
of condemnation and death . Woe is unto us, for we have sinned .

But, O Lord , we would forever celebrate thy mercy, because thou
didst look in compassion on our fallen and sinful state, and in the

fulness of time didst send the promised Deliverer. We would , in
time and through eternity, celebrate thy praises, who so loved the
world as to send thine only -begotten Son , that whosoever believeth

on him should not perish but have everlasting life . O give us an
interest, now and forever, in all that he hath done, and taught, and

suffered for the honor of thy name and laws, for the prosperity of
his church, and the eternal salvation of his people. We bear his

name by baptism , God grant that we may breathe his Spirit, and
bear his image in truc piety to God , in benevolence and charity to
men, and keeping ourselves unspotted from the world . We are by
nature ignorant; enlighten us, O Lord , by thy holy word. We are
sinful and corrupted in heart and life ; O Lord , purify us by the

sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth . * Teach us to see .
the guilt and danger of sin , to mourn over past sins, as one that is

in bitterness for a first-born and an only child ; and in future help

us, O God, to depart from all manner of iniquity, in thought, word ,
and deed . In youth and in age, in prosperity or adversity, may we
remember thee, ourGod, and contentedly submit to thy holy will.

Teach us to look to him who, though he was rich , yet for our sakes

became poor, that we through his poverty might be made rich . In
the time of sorrow and affliction , lead our thoughts to him who was

a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and when worldly mis
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fortunes befal us, may we, with submission to thy holy will, look to
him who had not where to lay his head Under family bereave

ments, teach us to say, with pious resignation, The Lord giveth and
the Lord taketh away, and blessed be the name of the Lord ; and
to seek hope, consolation , and fortitude from him who is the resur
rection and the life . Teach us to know that thou causest all things

to work together for the good of them that love thee, and are the
called according to thy purpose. May love for our ever-blessed Re
deemer ever glow in our hearts, and may we ever cherish reverence
for his authority, and dutiful obedience to his laws and ordinances

May we be all of one mind in his service, by treasuring up his pre
cepts in our hearts, by believing his doctrines to the salvation of our

souls, and by living habitually under the influence of one faith , one
hope, and one baptism . May we ever cause our light so to shine

before men , that they, seeing our good works,may glorify our Father
who is in heaven ; and may we at last obtain the end of our faith ,

even the salvation of our souls, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Redeemer.

Amen .

Thirteenth Week.
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALM XXXVIII.
ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed God, we would worship and bow
down, and kneel before thee, our maker. May the feelings of our

souls correspond, in some measure, to the lowly attitude of our bo
dies ; and with deep prostration of spirit, with reverence and godly
fear,may we now wait upon thee.

Thou, O Lord , art of purer eyes

than to behold iniquity ; sin is the abominable thing which thou
hatest. And yet we, alas, are sinners before thee exceedingly. We
have gone astray from thee ever since we were born . We have fol

lowed the devices and desires of our wicked hearts. We have done
those things which we ought not to have done, and we have left un
done those things which we ought to have done ; and times and
ways without number, in thought, word, and deed, we have offended
against thy holy law . Our iniquities are gone over our head ; as a
heavy burden they are too heavy for us. Yet to whom can we
wretched sinners repair but unto thyself, the God of love and grace,

the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour, Christ Jesus. To us be

longeth confusion of face, as at this day ; to the Lord our God belong
mercies and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against him . God

be merciful to us sinners ! Lead us by faith to the blood of sprink.

ling, that our iniquity may be taken away, and our sin purged .
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Shed dɔwn upon us the influences of the Holy Ghost to enlighten
our understandings, to renew our wills, to refine and elevate our
affections, and to sanctify and strengthen us for all holy obedience.

Destroy in us the love of sin ; embitter to us its fruits ; save us from
its dominion. In thee, O Lord, do we hope ; forsake us not. O our

God, be not far from us ; make haste to help us, O Lord, our salva
tion . We thank thee, O thou preserver of men , that in mercy thou
hast spared us to see another sabbath. May we be in the Spirit on
the Lord 's day. May we be very anxious to improve our religious

privileges, and have grace given us to serve thee this day in thine
ordinances without distraction. Carry us up to thy holy mountain ,

and make us joyful in thy house ofprayer. Save, we beseech thee,
O Lord : O Lord, we beseech thee, send now prosperity. Be with
thy ministering servant, our pastor, in declaring thy message, and

grant that among us, and in all the churches, the word of the Lord
may have free course and be glorified, in the conversion of sinners
and the edification of saints. Have compassion on the afflicted ; be

to them a little sanctuary, and to all who may, in thy providence,

be this day prevented, by necessary causes, from appearing in the
public assembly. Let thy gracious presence and the consolations of
thy love convert the chamber of sickness and the house of mourn
ing into the house of God and the gate of heaven . Save thy peo
ple , O Lord, and bless thine inheritance ; feed them also , and lift

them up forever. Hear, O Lord , in heaven , these our humble sup
plications; accept our persons, and forgive our sins, for the Lord
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . - PSALMS XXXIX. XL.

FATHER ofmercies, and God of all grace , we come before thee, in
the name of thy beloved Son , Christ Jesus, in whom thou art ever
well pleased ; and we beseech thee, for his sake, to take away all

es andso wewoulānto the to take a
i
l
our iniquity and receive us graciously . Unto thee, whose we are,

and whom we are bound to serve,wewould present, through Christ,
the homage of our bodies and spirits, and the fruit of our lips, giving
thanks to thy holy name. Many, O Lord our God , are thy wonder.
ful works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are to us
ward they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee : if we would
declare and speak of them , they are more than can be numbered .

But we would, in an especial manner, desire to celebrate the riches
of thy mercy, and the freeness of thy grace, in thy kindness towards
sinners by Christ Jesus. Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable

gift : and thanks be unto Christ, the Son ofGod , who so readily and
cheerfully consented to be given . A body thou didst prepare for
him , that in it he might fulfil the law which we have broken , and

suffer the penalty which our sins deserve ; that he might make ar.
end of sin -offering, and bring in an everlasting righteousness, and
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thus lay a sure and immovable fountain of hope to every returning
sinner. Lord, upon that foundation we would now build , in that
finished salvation we would rejoice. Clothe us with his pure right
eousness ; wash us in his atoning blood ; renew us after his heavenly
image ; subdue us to his entire control ; uphold us by his free Spir
it ; may Christ dwell in our hearts by faith , may Christ be formed

in us thehope of glory. We are poor and needy ; think upon us,
( our God, for good . Thou art our help and our deliverer ; make

no tarrying, O our God. We have enjoyed, through thy long-suf
fering forbearance , another day of the Son of man . Impress on
our minds a sense of our accountability for the right improvement
of the seasons and opportunities with which we are now favored, and

which will soon come to a close . Lord, make us to know our end ,
and themeasure of our days, what it is, that we may know how frail

we are . Teach us to cultivate the spirit of pilgrims and strangers
here, that wemay duly regulate our tempers, and order aright our
conversation, that in prosperity wemay be humble , and in adversity

resigned. Follow with thy rich and efficacious blessing, all the ser.
vices of this holy sabbath among us, and throughout the world . Let
thy will be done on earth , as it is done in heaven . Let all those
that seek thee, rejoice and be glad in thee ; let such as love thy
salvation, say continually , The Lord be magnified . Dwell with us
as a family . May our hearts be more and more knit together in

Christian love ; and may our united exercises and enjoyments on
thy sabbaths below , prepare us for spending together the glorious
sabbaths of eternity . And now , Lord , what wait we for ?

Our

hope is in thee ; deliver us from all our transgressions, and hear us
in our prayers, for the Redeemer's sake. Amen.

MONDAY MORNING . - DEUTERONOMY V.

O Thou that dwellest in the heavens, we lift up our souls to thee.
Wewould approach thee with that humility, which is founded on

a sense of thy majesty and our meanness, thy purity and our pollu
tion ; but we would also come in that spirit of holy freedom , which
is prompted by an apprehension of thy mercy and love in Christ
Jesus. Enable us to form some adequate conception of thy glorious
character, and thy wondrous ways. Thou art seated on a throne
that is high and lifted up ; thou wieldest the sceptre of universal
empire ; all creatures are in thy hand, all events are at thy disposal.
Thou art the blessed and only potentate , the King of kings, and
Lord of lords. Thou only hast immortality , dwelling in the light
which no man can approach unto ; whom no man hath seen , nor
can see ; to whom be honor and power everlasting. Amen . We
bless thee, O Lord , for the manifestation thou hast been pleased to
give of thyself, in the works of thy creation , and the dispensations
of thy providence.

Thine eternal power and Godhead may be
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clearly seen from the things which thou hast made ; and never hast
thou left thyself without witness to thy creatures here below , in that
thou hast done them good , and given them rain from heaven , and
fruitful seasons, filling their mouths with food and their hearts with
gladness. But we would specially thank thee, O God , on our own
behalf, that in addition to all this, thou hast blessed us with the
brighter and fuller discoveries of thy holy word. Thou didst make
known thy ways to Moses, thine acts unto the children of Israel.
To them thou showedest thy glory, and thy greatness ; to them the
voice of the livingGod spake out of the midst of the fire , and yet
they lived. We rejoice before thee, O Lord , that unto us thou
speakest, not from Mount Sinai, but from Mount Zion ; not in the
voice of terror, but in accents of love and peace. O may we see,
that we refuse not him that speaketh to us from heaven ! He who

despised Moses' law , died without mercy under two or three wit
nesses. Of how much sorer punishment shall we be thought wor

thy, if we tread under foot the Son of God, and do despite unto the
Spirit of grace ? Lord ! turn us to repentance. Lord ! save us by
thy power. 0 ! that there were such a heart in us, that we might
fear thee and keep thy commandments always, not turning aside to
the righthand or to the left ; that it might be well with us, and with

our children forever. Look thou upon us, and be merciful unto us,
as thou usest to do unto those that love thy name. Order our steps
in thy word , and let not any iniquity have dominion over us. Re
meinber us, O Lord , with the favor that thou bearest unto thy peo
ple ; ( visit us with thy salvation : that we may see the good
of thy chosen, that we may rejoice in the gladness of thy nation ,

that wemay glory with thine inheritance. Let thy mercy, O Lord ,
be upon us according as we hope in thee. Thou hast graciously
spared us through another night, and hast brought us to see the

light and to enjoy the comforts of this new day. We laid ourselves
down and slept ; we awaked, for the Lord sustained us. To thy
guardian care and holy keeping, we anew commit ourselves and all
our concerns through this day. Prepare us for its duties ; preserve
us from its dangers. May we be in the fear of the Lord all the
day long ; and everywhere, and in all circumstances, may we act
and endure as seeing thee, who art invisible. Let us not be led into
temptation , but deliver us from evil. Bless us in the prosecution
of our respective callings and employments ; bless us in our basket
and in our store ; bless us in our going out and in our coming in .
Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish thou
the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands es
tablish thou it, through Christ Jesus the Saviour. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . LUKE VII. 1 - 23.

ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father ! weadore thee as the king
xternal, immortal, invisible ; the only living, and true, and wise
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God ! How excellent is thy name in all the earth ; thou hast set
thy glory above the heavens, when we consider these heavens, the
work of thy fingers, the sun , the moon , and the stars, which thou
hast ordained ; what is man that thou art mindful of him ? and the
son ofman that thou visitest him i'. We alas ! are forgetful of thee,
but thou art never unmindful of us ; we are too often weary of thy
gentle yoke, but thou never weariest in doing us good. Thou art
the God of our life, and the length of our days. Thou makest the

outgoings of the morning and evening to rejoice over us. Thou
loadest us with benefits ; thou crownest us with loving-kindnesses ;
thou givest us all things richly to enjoy . Bless the Lord , () our

souls ! and all that is within us bless his holy name. May our long

and ample experience of thy providential bounty, encourage us to
seek of thee the richer and more enduring blessings of thy grace.
Grant us, we beseech thee, thy Holy Spirit, to convince us of our
need of a Saviour, and to show us the gracious adaptation of the
gospel method , to our characters and circumstances as ignorant,

guilty, depraved, and dying creatures. Lord , increase our faith in
Christ thy Son , and may he be made of thee to us wisdom , and

righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption . We rejoice in
the many recorded instances of his power and love, while we taber
na led in our flesh ; and we believe that he is able and willing to
save unto the uttermost all that come unto thee by him , seeing that
he onedied for sin , and ever liveth to make intercession for sin
ners.

Lord Jesus ! to whom can we go but unto thee ? We are

blind , open thou our eyes. We are deaf, open thou our ears. We
are diseased and dying, say in a word , and we shall be healed, and
arise to life eternal. In the hour of death , and in the day of judg .
ment, good Lord, deliver us ! Preserve us from that pride which
was not made for man ; adorn us with a meek and quiet spirit.
Bless us as a family . May we live together in love ; bearing each
other's burdens, and bearing with each other's infirmities ; subduing

our tempers, and regulating our tongues. May the peace of God
rule in our hearts , and whatever may be the relation in which we
stand to one another , may the glory of God be ever our end and
aim in every domestic duty. May every friend of ours be a friend
of Christ, and an heir of heaven . Have compassion on the afflicted ;

soothe and sustain the bereaved ; succor the tempted ; heal the
broken -hearted ; save the dying. Be the father of the fatherless,
the husband of the widow , the shield of the stranger, the refuge of
the destitute, the avenger of the oppressed . Bless abundantly thy

church ; enlarge its borders, and increase its prosperity. And now
into thy hands we this night commend our bodies and spirits ; do
thou redeem us, O Jehovah , God of truth. Grant unto us the sleep
thou hast promised to thy beloved ; and, if thou art pleased to
spare us to another day, may we be raised up for its duties, invigor.

ated and refreshed. Mercifully forgive our sins, and hear our sup
plications, for Christ's sake. Amen .
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TUESDAY MORNING .— DEUTERONOMY VIII.
O Lord, from whom we have our being, and in whom we have
our well-being, we desire to acknowledge thee as the blessed and
only potentate, the King of kings and the Lord of lords. Thy judg
ments are indeed unsearchable, and thy ways past our finding out.

But although thou hastmade justice and judgment the habitation of
thy throne, thou art declaring thyself to us as a God of mercy. Thou
art our Father and our God, and the Rock of our salvation . We
bless thee that thou hast spoken unto us the word of salvation by

thy Son, Jesus Christ, whom thou hast appointed heir of all things,
through whom , and in whom , we are raised to the hope of an inher
itance, incorruptible, undefiled , and unfading, with thee, our God , in

heaven . In this indeed is love; O grant that the sense of thy good
ness, and our consciousness of guilt,may lead us to repentance which
needeth not to be repented of. May the love ofGod constrain us to

do his holy will, rightly judging that if one died for all, then were
all dead, and that he died that they who live might live no more
unto themselves, but unto him who died and rose again, that his re
deemed might be heirs of glory. We confess before thee our sins ;
they are more than can be numbered, and highly aggravated : for
give our sins, for the sake of him in whom thou art reconciling the
world unto thyself, not imputing unto men their trespasses. Through
him do thou accept ofus graciously ; in him do thou love us freely.

Strengthen our faith, confirm our love, establish us unto every good
thought, and word, and work . Create in us a clean heart, O God ;
renew a right spirit within us. Impart to us more abundantly of

the influences of thy Holy Spirit. Have mercy upon us, O God, ac
cording to thy loving-kindness in Christ Jesus ; according to the
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out our transgressions with his

atoning blood, and with the washing of regeneration , by the Spirit
of all grace. Impress upon our hearts the warnings, realize to our
souls the promises, of thine inspired word. Acceptof our thanks for
thy care of us during the past night, for thy goodness in permitting

us to see the light of another day in the land of the living, and in
the place ofhope. Fit and prepare us for the duties of this day and
of life ; prepare us for death, for judgment,and for eternity. For us
to live, may it be Christ; for us to die , may it prove great gain ;
and all that we ask is in the name, and for the sake, of our Lord and
Redeemer. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . – LUKE VII. 24–50.
HEAVENLY Father, at the close of another day we bow down be.
fore thee, our creator, our preserver, our bountiful benefactor. Thy
mercies are new to us every morning, thy faithfulness and thy lov .
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ing-kindness extend over us every night; we continually experience
that thou, the Lord , art very gracious. But while we acknowledge

thy general providence, which is over all thy works, and express our
gratitude for what, under thy special providence, we ourselves have
experienced of protection and temporal comfort, we would not forget
especially to bless thee for thy best gift, Christ Jesus the Saviour.
We desire to bless thee for his atoning sacrifice, for his continual in

tercession, for his Holy Spirit. Webless thee for the abundant tes
timony given to him as the Lamb of God which taketh away the

sins of the world, for his blessea doctrine, for his pure precepts, for

his holy life and perfect example. Give us grace, O Lord , to profit
by our high privilege. Strengthen our faith , that wemay lay hold
of Christ and of his righteousness for our justification . Great is our
sin , heavy our debt, grievous our transgression , but thy mercy is

unbounded . With thee there is mercy ; with our God is plenteous
redemption . Our souls would therefore bless and magnify the Lord ,
our spirits would rejoice in God our Saviour, who forgiveth all our
iniquities, who healeth all our diseases, who redeemeth our lives
from destruction , who crowneth us with loving-kindnesses and ten .

doning mercy in Christ Jesus, that the consciousness of our obliga
tion, in all its magnitude, may inspire us with deeper gratitude and
more intense love to thee, our great Benefactor. Let not the leaven

of pharisaical pride be found in our hearts ; take away from us all
root of uncharitableness ; enable us to come unto thee by that new
and living way which thou hast appointed ; to cast our cares upon
the Lord , who careth for us, that we may rejoice in him who is the

God of our salvation. Spread thy covering wings beneath and
around us during the silent watches of this coming night, that we
may sleep in safety. Give us to awake to the light of a new day, in

circumstances of health and comfort ; prepare us for its trials, its du

ties, its events. Guide us through life , comfort us at the hour of
death , and be our portion throughout the endless ages of eternity ,
for the Lord our Redeemer's sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . - DEUTERONOMY IX .

ALMIGHTY, most gracious, and ever-blessed God, thine we are,

and on thee do we depend for the comforts of this present life, and
for the joys of eternity . Wewere early cast upon thy care ; thou
hast nourished and brought us up as children, but we are deeply
conscious, and with shame and confusion of face must acknowledge,
that we have proved ungrateful for thy goodness , and unworthy of
thy love. Times and ways without number have we sinned against
thee, doing the things that we ought not to have done, and neglect

ing our known duty. It is because thy compassions fail not, that we
are not consumed , it is because thou hast no pleasure in the death of
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sinners that thou art still addressing to us the exhortation and re

monstrance, Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die ? O Lord, do thou
turn us, and we shall be turned ; lead us to the smitten Rock, that
our souls may be refreshed with the waters of salvation . Give us

the bread of life, to sustain us during our pilgrimage ; in the hour
of trial, strengthen thou our faith , and confirm our patience, that .

we may not provoke thee by sinful murmurings ; write thy law
upon our hcarts, that we may kewp it in constant remembrance ;
mortify our carnal affections, subdue our rebellious passions, enable
us to fight the good fight of faith , and give unto us the victory

through Jesus Christ our Lord . Sanctify to us all the dispensations
of thy providence ; enable us,by reflecting upon our past experience,
to distrust ourselves, and to put our confidence in thee, who alone
canst deliver us from evil, and work in us, both to will and to do
that which is well-pleasing in thy sight, and profitable to our own
souls. Enable us to finish our pilgrimage rejoicing ; give us an easy
passage over the Jordan of death , and an entrance abundantly into

the land of Christian promise, the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, unto whom , with thee, the Father and the

Holy Spirit, one God, we desire to ascribe all honor, and glory, and

blessing, and praise, world without end. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . LUKE VIII. 1 - 25 .
O LORD, we desire to lift up our eyes to that place where thine

honor dwelleth , and to worship thee, the King eternal, immortal,
and invisible, the only living, wise, and true God . Thou hast never
left thyself without å witness to the children of men ; the heavens
declare thy glory, and the earth is full of thy goodness. But we de
sire to bless thee especially for that still clearer and more gracious
manifestation of thyself, which thou hast made to us in him who is
the brightness of the Father's glory, the express image of his person,
and in whom we are privileged to contemplate thee as our gracious
and reconciled Father. For his sake, regard us, we beseech thee,

not as we are in ourselves, polluted with sin, and prone to evil, but
as justified through his blood , sanctified through his Spirit, and par
takers of his righteousness . As the redeemed of the Lord Jesus,
may we be enabled to evidence our affection for his person , by our
attachment to his service, our obedience to his law , our love of the

brethren . Enable us to walk in thy statutes, as children of the light
and of the day, not as fools, but as wise. When we meditate upon

thy law , may we be taught of the Holy Spirit, and instructed unto
all saving knowledge. Work thou in us that preparation of heart
necessary to the proper reception of thy word , that as good seed ,
sown in a good soil, it may take root and spring up , refreshed by

the dews of thy grace, and matured under the benign influence of

the Sun of righteousness, ti : it bear fruit according to themeasure

208

THIRTEENTH WEEK .

[ ThursdaY MORNING.

of thy grace, even an hundred -fold . Take away from us the stony
heart of unbelief ; work in us deep and abiding impressions of gospel
truth, that our faith fail not in the day of temptation ; let neither the
cares of the world nor its pleasures, occupy that place in our hearts

which religion justly claims; but do thou enable us to keep our
hearts with all diligence, seeing that out of the heart are the issues
of life. We desire to place our confidence upon the Lord Jesus

Christ, by faith in his name. Enable us to exercise this faith con
stantly, that wemay have our Christian hope as an anchor of the
soul, sure and steadfast. We commit ourselves to thy gracious pro

tection during this night, and through life. Never leave us, never
forsake us ; and when thy good pleasure in us is accomplished with

regard to this life,mercifully receive us into thy rest, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING .— DEUTERONOMY X.
O Thou that hearest and answerest prayer, Jehovah,God of truth ,

attend to the voice of our supplication this morning, and turn not
away our prayer from thee, nor thy mercy from us.

In the all-pre

vailing name of him whom thou hearest always, we desire to pray
in the Spirit. We know not well how to pray, or what to ask for

as we ought, but may the Spirit himself help our infirmities. O that
wemay have suitable impressions of thy nature and character, thy

glory and majesty, thy mercy and grace . We confess, that by na
ture and practice we are children of wrath, because we are children

of disobedience, even as others. If by thy free grace a saving change
has been begun in us, do thou carry it on and perform the good work ,
until the day of Jesus Christ. We acknowledge that our progress
in knowledge and in holiness, has not corresponded to the favorable
circumstances in which we have been placed for moral and spiritual
advancement. We have reason to blush and be ashamed before
thee, on account of our transgressions, and more and more to cry for
pardoning mercy and sanctifying grace. We, alas ! are too often
unfaithful servants to thee, our divine Master, undutiful children to

our heavenly Father, unthankful to our best Friend, and ungrateful
to our best benefactor, and unworthy subjects to thee, the Sovereign
of the universe. We cast ourselves on thy mercy and grace, re
vealed through Jesus Christ.

For his sake pardon our multiplied

offences, and render us more obedient in the time to come. We
thank thee for sending him as our Redeemer ; one who is mighty to
save unto the uttermost. We bless thee for all that he did , and
taught, and suffered for our salvation ; for all that he is now doing,

and is yet to perform . We desire to rely on his mediation - his
finished work of atonement, his resurrection , ascension, and inter
cession at thy right hand. Do thou graciously enable us to discern

more of his beauty, exceilence, and suitableness as a Saviour to us ;
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to rely more implicitly on his merits, — to believe more firmly in his
doctrines — to obey his precepts — to be conformed to his image, sub
missive to his will, and assimilated to his example. We thank thee

for thy mercies to us during the night, for the refreshing repose thou
hast vouchsafed to us, invigorating us for the duties of the day. We

bless thee, that we are yet in the land of the living, and in the place
of hope, and in so comfortable circumstances. Thou hast made the
outgoings of the morning and evening to rejoice over us. Blessed

be theGod of our salvation , for all his mercies to us. This day be

at our right hand, and we shall not be moved. Keep us from evil,
that it may not grieve us ; save us from danger, that it may not in :
jure us. May we set the Lord before us, and whatsoever we do,
whether we eat or drink , may we do all to thy glory and praise.

May no corrupt communication proceed out of ourmouth, but that
which is good , to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto
the hearers. May we walk as children of the light and of the day,
adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. Be gracious
to the afflicted , send help from trouble, for vain is the help of man .
Be near to them who are near to death. When flesh and heart

have begun to faint and fail, be thou the strength of their heart, and
their portion forever. Grant them

victory over death and the

grave, and make them more than conquerors through him that loved
us. Hear our prayers, pardon all our sins, and grant us the answer

of peace, and all needful blessings, through Christ. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - LUKE VIII. 26 –56 .

Father of mercies and God of all consolation ,God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, wedesire at this time to draw near to thee,
the only true God, through the one Mediator, and by the one Spirit.
May we never approach thee with wandering minds, or with hearts

not rightly impressed, but always with true hearts, in full assurance
of faith. We worship thee as the being possessed of every possible
perfection and excellence. The glories of thy nature and the riches
of thy grace infinitely transcend the comprehension of the most ex
alted creatures in the universe . We acknowledge that we are in .
volved in the apostasy of our first parents, and that we have often

given evidence of the natural depravity of the human heart, by our
violations of thy commandments . Though thou hast nourished and

brought us up as children , we have too often acted as rebels against
thee. Which of thy laws have we not broken ? We have sinned
against thee in thought and in feeling, in word and in action , wasted
precious time, misimproved our advantages, and not duly occupied
our talents. We would take with us words, and say, Take away

our iniquity , and receive us graciously, and love us freely. Enable
us to hate sin , forsake every false and wicked way, and to walk
steadfastly in the path of the just. Make us thankful, keep us
14
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humble, excite us to be watchful, and incline us to be more spirit.

ually-minded. Enlighten our minds, purify our hearts, subdue our
and spirit. Lord, increase our faith, strengthen our love, invigorate

passions, elevate our affections. Sanctify us wholly in soul, body,

our hopes, quicken our zeal in thy service, and fill us with all joy

and peace in believing. Blessed be thy great name for all thy mer
cies , but especially for Jesus Christ, thine unspeakable giſt. We
thank thee that thou sparedst not thine own Son, but freely gavest

him for us, and that with him , also , thou wilt freely give thy people
all things. We desire to acknowledge, with gratitude, thy kindness
to us this day, for supplying our wants, shielding us from danger,
watching over us,keeping us in our out-going and in -coming, and
crowning us with loving-kindness and with tender mercies. Forgive
whatever thy pure and holy eye may have seen to be wrong in our
minds, our hearts, our language, or our conduct, this day. We de
sire to commit ourselves to thy care and keeping during the silent
watches of the night. Watch thou over us, when all our senses

shall be sealed in sleep, and we exposed to dangers which we could
neither foresee nor prevent. If it be thy holy will, grant us that re
pose which we think necessary to recruit our minds and our bodies
after the labors of the day that is passed ; or if debarred from natural

rest,may we enjoy spiritual rest in the Lord, in thy character, per
fections, and promises, and the hope of at length entering into thy

glorious rest in a better world . May we remember thee on our bed,
and meditate on thee in the night watches. Accept of thanks for

every blessing ; supply every want, forgive every sin , for all that
we ask is for Christ's sake.

Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . — DEUTERONOMY XI.
HEAVENLY Father, we adore thee as the eternal God, the creator,
preserver, and governor of the universe; upholding all things by
the word of thy power. We worship thee as the omniscient and
omnipresent God. Thou art eternal in thine existence, unchange.
able in thy nature, and everlasting in thy duration . What reason

have we to prostrate ourselves in the dust before thee ! We are frail
and sinful dust and ashes. We are but of yesterday and know
nothing, our foundation is in the dust, we dwell in cottages of clay,
and are crushed before the moth , and our sins are as a thick cloud
gone over our heads. We confess that our transgressions are multi
plied and heinous, aggravated by our relation to thee as our creator
and preserver, our best friend and bountiful benefactor ; by the ben .
efits thou hast conferred, the professions we have made, the privi

leges we have enjoyed, the precepts and the promises, the admoni.
tions and warnings of thy holy word. Most mercifulGod , look on

us in pity, and for the sake of him who came into the world to save
sinners, deliver us from the love and the power, the guilt and pollu .
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tion of all sin . We pray that our souls may be purified by the
power of thy Holy Spirit in the blood of Christ, that cleanseth from

all iniquity. O Lord, subdue remaining depravity within us, and

incline our hearts to keep thy law . Dispose and enable us, by thy
grace, to be more faithful to thee ,more diligent in duty, more vigi
lant and circumspect, more steadfast and immovable, more abound

ing in the work of the Lord. May we feel more strongly our de.

pendence on thee, and our need of thy help ; more ardently desiring,
and more earnestly seeking the aids of thy Spirit to confirm and

strengthen all the principles of the divine life in our souls. Enable
us to be more aware of the plagues of our own heart, to watch more
carefully, and strive more vigorously against the operation of in

dwelling corruption, the allurements of the world, and the snares of
our grand adversary . May the Holy Spirit render more effectual
to us the truths of thy blessed word. May we more forcibly per
ceive their importance, feel their power, and live under their influ
ence.

O grant that the word of Christ may dwell in us richly, and

that we may be strengthened with all might by the Spirit in the

inner man. What shall we render to the Lord for all his goodness
to us ?

Thanks to thy name for all thy mercies, temporal and spirit

ual, to us as a family and as individuals. O that wemay truly feel
thankful in our hearts, whilst we unite in expressions of gratitude to

thee for thy kindness to us, during the night that has passed. We
laid us down in peace, slept in quietness, and awaked in health , be

cause thou hast sustained us. We render thanks to thee for contin .
uing us in existence, in health of body and soundness of mind, and
in the enjoyment of our individual and family comforts . Be with

each of us during this day. Help us to cherish a realizing sense of
thy presence, of our dependence on, and responsibility to, thee.
Keep us in the fear of thee, the Lord, all the day ; and in whatever
situation wemay be placed , may we think , and feel, and speak , and
act as seeing thee who art invisible. May we be continued in life

and health , and each of us be able and willing, after the close of the
day, to meet around the family altar, to present the evening sacrifice
of prayer and praise. Forgive us in mercy all our sins, and accept
of us and our services, for Christ's sake. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . - LUKE IX. 1 - 27.
O LORD our God , thou art the king eternal, immortal, and invisi

Lle, the only wise , and true, and living God. Thy wisdom is un
searchable, and thy ways past finding out. Thou rulest in the ar
mies of heaven , and among the inhabitants of this world. Thou
rulest in the raging of the sea, and in the tumults of the people .

Spotless holiness, and immutable truth , inflexible justice, and invio
lable faithfulness , the richest mercy and grace, infinite love, unbound

ed goodness, the tenderest compassions, and every glorious attri.
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bute, are thine. Thou art self-existent, and absolutely independent
of all thy creatures. Wecome not to inform thee of our wants, as
if thou wert unacquainted with them ; to remind thee, as if forget

ful; or to persuade thee , as if thou wert unwilling to supply them ;

but wewould humbly and gladly acknowledge our own helplessness,
insufficiency, and entire dependence on thee ; and be more grateful

to our heavenly Benefactor, by whom our wants are all supplied .
How unsuitably have we requited thee for all thy benefits, and , how
utterly unworthy of the least of all thy mercies ! How prone to
overlook their number and value ! Wehave been too apt to be for.
getful of thee and thy great mercies, and when comforts have been
removed on which our hearts were set, or benefits withheld which
we thought essentially necessary to our enjoyment, we have been
disposed to feel as if dissatisfied or displeased with thee and thy dis
pensations. O God, pity , and pardon, and purify us in the blood of
our Redeemer. By thy blessed Spirit correct our errors and faults,
and form in us more of the temper and disposition of thine adopted
children. Make us to feel and to act more as it becomes such as are

the objects of thy redeeming love, the subjects of thy saving grace,
and theheirs of thine everlasting kingdom . Fulfil in us all the good
pleasure of thy goodness, and the work of faith with power. May
we diligently be followers of them who, through faith and patience,
are now inheriting the promises, being rendered faithful unto the

death, so that unto usmay be given the crown of life. Give us grace

to fit us for fighting the good fight, finishing our course, and keeping
the faith . What thanks do we owe thee for thy kind dealings to us

as a family ! It is because we have obtained help from God, that
we, who are now before thee, continue till this hour.

O thou who

declaredst thyself to be the God of all the families of Israel, be our
God and portion for evermore. Make us more and more a holy and

a happy family, and train us up for the great family in heaven.

Send, O Lord , the light of the gospel to the benighted regions of
heathen ignorance and idolatry. May the Sun of righteousness arise
and shine on them with healing in his wings. Give success to the
gospel wherever it is preached , and bless the efforts made to spread

it more widely athome and abroad . O thou Shepherd of Israel who
never slumberest nor sleepest, protect us this night. May no plague

come near our dwelling. May we obtain refreshing sleep, under di
vine protection, and with the light of the returning day, enjoy the
light of our heavenly Father's countenance lifted upon us. Grant

us the blessings best suited to us, forgive all our iniquities, and ac
cept of us in Christ. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING. — DEUTERONOMY XVIII.
WE adore and bless thee, O Almighty God, as the Most High
over all the earth , who hast created all things by thy power, and
who orderest all events by thy providence. In thee alone it is that
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we do live, and move, and have our being. Our times, O Lord, are
wbolly with thee; and all that we have here is at thy sovereign dis
posal. Webless thy great and holy name, that thou hast not left us
to sit in darkness, without hope, and without God in this world, but

hast graciously made the day -spring from on high to visit us, to

guide our feet in the way of life and peace. We give thee humble
thanks and praise that thou hast cast our earthly lot in a land of

Christian light, and that we have thy holy word in our hands to
show us what is good, and what thou the Lord requirest of us. We
give praise for the knowledge of him who is the way, the truth, and
the life, and through whom thou art inviting us to come unto thee,
for rest and peace to our souls forever. Help us, ( our God, to
come unto thee, through faith in his name, both for mercy to pardon ,

and for grace to help in every time of need . Grant us, for his sake,
the forgiveness of all our sins, and peace with thee, our God , at all
times. Help us to acknowledge thy hand, ordering all things here

concerning us, and to yield ourselves, and all that belongeth to us,
to thy gracious disposal, that thy will may be done in us on earth ,
as it is done in heaven . Knowing thy great loving-kindness through

the Redeemer, may we be enabled to rest persuaded, that with him
thou wilt give us all things needful for our true good , and that

nothing shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Help us to walk this day as seeing thee
who art invisible , and to sanctify thee, the Lord God , in our hearts.
Grant us, in all our duties, the direction of that wisdom which com

cth down from above, and the protection of thy good providence in
all our ways. Prosper us in our way, as thou seest to be truly for
our good, and provide for all our necessities out of the riches of thy
bounty. Teach us to rest contented in thy holy will concerning us,
and dispose us to be laboring not merely for the meat which perish :

eth , but for that also which endureth unto life everlasting. Hear us,

O Lord , and accept us, and answer us, and all that we do ask is for
Christ's sake. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . — LUKE IX . 28 –62.

O ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed God, we adore and worship thee
as the great Father of lights, from whom alone cometh down
every good and every perfect gift. We bless thy great and holy

name for all thy good gifts to us from day to day, and, above all, for

thine unspeakable gift, Jesus Christ the righteous. We give thanks
to thee, o our God, who in time past didst speak unto men by the
prophets, that, in these latter days, thou hast spoken unto us by
thine own Son, the appointed heir of all things, and that thou art in
him reconciling the world unto thyself, not imputing unto men their
trespasses. We rejoice, O Lord , to know that we have in him a

merciful and faithful high priest, who hath suffered for us, the just
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for the unjust,and who ever liveth to make intercession for us. Help
us to welcome him as our Redeemer, as thou hast graciously provi.
ded ; and grant us an interest in all his heavenly blessings. Grant

us, for his sake, the forgiveness of all our sins, and peace with thee,
our God, at all times, and patience and perseverance in thy fear to
the end of our lives. Help us to be daily learning of him who was
meek and lowly in heart, and to be so growing in his likeness, as
that wemay finally be made meet for his presence. Help us, under
the influence of this blessed hope, to bear patiently all the trials of

the present time, and to serve thee, the Lord, with all humility of
mind and fervency of spirit. Help us to glorify thee, our heavenly

Father, and to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, in all the du
ties which belong to us in our respective places and relations. And ,
when we shall have answered thy purposes with us here on earth ,

may we be prepared, by thy grace, for seeing our Lord as he is, be
holding his glory and partaking of his joy. We give thanks and
praise , O Lord, for the mercies of the day that is past. We pray for

thy gracious protection during the returning hours of rest. May we
lie down in peace, and sleep in safety, and rise in health , thou, the
Lord, sustaining us. May thy blessing rest upon our respective re
lations and friends everywhere. May they be taken under thy care
at all times. May they be kept in thy fear in all their ways. May
they be blessed with thy favor, which is better than life. May they
be made meet at length for joining the spirits of just men made per
fect, in thy presence. May all flesh see thy salvation , and the whole
earth be filled with thy glory. May these, the words of our mouths

and themeditations of our hearts, be accepted by thee, through Jesus
Christ, our Strength and Redeemer. Amen .

Fourteenth Week.
SABBATH MORNING. — PSALMS XLI. XLII.
Thou art worthy, O Lord , to receive all honor, and blessing, and
praise ; for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they
are, and were created .

Thou, O Lord, hast made us, and not we

ourselves ; thou hast hitherto upheld our souls in life, and provided
us with all things pertaining unto life and godliness. We bless and

praise thy holy name that thou hast brought us to the light of an
other day of the Son of man in peace, and blessed us with so many
means and opportunities of growing in grace, and in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We would welcome him as our merciful

high-priest who is touched with the feeling of our infirmities, and
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who, amidst all the trials and changes of time, remains to us the
same yesterday, to-day, and forever. Wewould joy in thee, our
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have received the
atonement. Blessed be he who cometh in the name of the Lord to

save us. May we be in the Spirit on this thy day ; and be enabled
duly to keep thy sabbaths, and to reverence thy sanctuaries. May
we be glad always when it is said to us, Let us go up to the house
of the Lord ; and may we be enabled to worship thee, who art a
spirit, in spirit and in truth, as thou desirest to be worshipped. We
beseech thee, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, to
shine in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of thee, our God, in the face of Jesus Christ. May we be filled with
the knowledge of thy will through him , in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding.

And may we walk worthy of the Lord unto all

pleasing, being fruitful in every good work. May we be comforted
by the consideration of his power and willingness to save ; and may

we taste the peace of them that love thy law . Be merciful unto us,

O Lord, and heal our souls, for we have sinned against thee. Com
mand thy loving-kindness in the day-time; and in the night may
our song be unto thee, and our prayer unto the God of our life.
May we taste, this day, the blessedness of the man whom thou
choosest and causest to approach unto thee. May we be satisfied
with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple. May thy
word have free course and be glorified. May thy priests be clothed

vith salvation , and thy saints shout aloud for joy. May all thy
churches be multiplied and edified, walking in the fear of God, and
in the comfort of the Holy Ghost. And may the period promised
in thy word be hastened , when all shall know thee, from the least

unto the greatest, and all the kingdoms of this world shall be made
the kingdoms of the Lord , and of his Christ. Do for us, O Lord ,
above all that we ask or think ; and all that we ask is for Christ's
sake. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING. — PSALMS XLIII. XLIV.
We would now desire , most gracious God , to lift our souls to
thee in prayer. We beseech thee, for the Redeemer's sake, to hear
us in mercy, and to grant us an answer of peace. We bless thy

great and holy name for all the goodness and mercy which thou art
daily making to pass before us in this present life, and for the blessed

hope of a heavenly inheritance beyond the grave. We give thanks,
O Lord, for the opportunities this day afforded us of worshipping
thee in thine earthly courts, and receiving instructions and consola
tions from thy word of truth . We are not worthy of the least of
all the mercies and of all the truth which thou hast shown us. We
confess before thee, the great Searcher of hearts , that in us there
dwelleth no good thing, and that if thou wert strict to mark iniquity,
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we could not answer thee for one out of many thousands of our of
fences. Have mercy upon us, O God, according to thy loving-kind
ness ; according to the multitude of thy tender mercies, blot out all

our transgressions. Being justified by faith ,may we have peace with
thee , our God , through our Lord Jesus Christ ; and as he who hath
called us is holy, so may we also learn to be holy in all manner of

conversation. May it be given unto us to know the love of Christ

our Lord, which passeth knowledge ; and may we walk in love as
Christ also hath loved us, and given himself for us. May wehold on
our Christian course rejoicing, and be found steadfast and immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord . O send out thy light

and thy truth ; let them lead us ; let them bring us to thy holy hill

and heavenly presence. By all our approaches to thee in thine
earthly courts, may our spirits be finally prepared for serving thee
hereafter, without sin and without end, in a heavenly temple . Be
gracious to all with whom thou hast connected us in this passing
life . Remember them with that favor which thou bearest to thy
people. O thou keeper of Israel, who neither slumberest nor sleep

est, watch over us during the hours of rest. May we remember thee
upon our bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches. May we
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May we wait patiently all the days of our appointed time,
and be enabled to depart in peace, having seen thy salvation . Heaj

us, O Lord , and accept of us, for the Redeemer's sake. Amen.

MONDAY MORNING . — DEUTERONOMY XXVII.

O HOLY, just, and sovereign God, in thy law we desire to see the
reflection of all thy perfections. Wewould be impressed in our in
most souls with this conviction, that sinners like us cannot apprach
a God like thee, and live before thee. Thy commandments we have

broken ; thy law we have despised ; and though thou hast, in mercy
to our souls, warned us of the danger of sin , yet have we, O living
God , neglected thy warnings, and turned a deaf ear even to thine

entreaties. God be merciful to us sinners. Turn us, that wemay

be turned. May the eternal Spirit convince us of sin , according to
the promise ; and bring us to the Lord Jesus, who, in his people 's
stead , magnified the law and made it honorable ; fulfilled all right
eousness ; made an end of transgression ; and shed the blood which

cleanseth from all sin . O God of mercy, grant that by a vital and
a spiritual union to the Lord Jesus, we may be complete ir. him .
Being guilty , and polluted , and vile in ourselves, O take away our
pollution, through the blood which at once atoneth for sin and
cleanseth from it. As thou didst give thy Son to be a curse for thy
people, give us precious faith in him , that from his death we may

derive life ; that from his sufferings we may obtain joy ; and that,
since he bore the curse, wemay obtain mercy to pardon. While we
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beseech thee, O God of mercy, thus to pardon and bless us, we

would adore thee for our temporal mercies as well as our spiritual
blessings. We thank thee for the preservation of the past night ;
for the health and the comforts of this morning. Grant that, under
the guidance of thy Spirit, wemay this day act in spirit and in truth ,

like the people of thee, the Lord. Amid our intercourse with the
world, teach us to remember that if any man love the world , the

love of the Father is not in him . Help us, therefore, to set the Lord
before us. May thy Son be precious to us. May the Spirit dwell
in us. May holiness to the Lord be inscribed on our hearts. May

sin be pardoned ; and may thy glory thus be promoted in the sal
vation of our souls, through Jehovah our righteousness , the Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . - LUKE X. 1- 24 .

O THOU who art light, and in whom is no darkness at all, we
would praise and magnify thy name for thy sovereign goodness to

wards us, in sending the knowledge of thy Son to these distant isles
of the sea. We adore thee for this, that poor, and miserable, and
wretched as we are by, nature, thou hast in Christ Jesus made pro

vision for restoring us to thy favor, by blotting out our sins. And
since thou hast brought to our knowledge the plan of redemption ,

and permitted us to learn it by the hearing of the ear, O living God,
complete thy mercy, by enabling us, through thy grace and Spirit,
to believe with the heart to the saving of the soul. May Jesus

Christ be in us, by his Spirit, the hope of glory. May we be taught
to live by faith on the Son of God. May the kingdom of God be
within us — that kingdom which consists in righteousness,and peace,
and joy in the Holy Ghost . Our heart's desire and prayer, O God ,

is, that we may have in us the mind of Christ, and be before thee,

even as he is, through faith in his name as the Prince of peace.
And blessed God , hear our prayers, while we beseech thee to spread
the savor of that name throughout the world . May thy church ,
through all its borders, soon become a missionary church , even till,

by the unction of the Holy Ghost, every knee shall bow , and every
tongue confess at the name of Jesus. May thy ministering servants

be full of the Holy Ghost. May they be taught to glory only in the
Lord, and to know nothing but Christ and him crucified. While we

beseech thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, to sanctify us in

the use of all our privileges, we would also thank thee for the hap
piness and the protection ofanother day. Forgive the sins we have
committed in its course. Sprinkle us with the blood of cleansing,

and speak peace unto us. Prepare us for death , judgment,and eter
nity . Take us under thy guardianship for this night. May no evil
thing befal us ; may no plague come near our dwelling. Grant re
freshing repose.

Prepare us for all our duties. And in Christ Je.

sus be our everlasting portion, for thy great name's sake. Amen.
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TUESDAY MORNING . - DEUTERONOMY XXVIII.

O FATHER, Lord of heaven and earth, through the power of thy
grace, dispose us now to come into thy presence, as children draw .
ing nigh to a parent that loves them . May thy free Spirit endue us

with the spirit of adoption, and deliver us from the spirit of bon .

dage. Through Jesus Christ, the first-born of many brethren , teach
us to rejoice in our privileges, to hold communion with thee, the

Father, and thy Son Christ Jesus. Forbid , O God,that we should
ever find peace in any creature apart from thee, the Creator. But
fill our souls with the enjoyment of thee, in Christ, even till we be
raised to the rank from which sin thrust us down, and enabled to
walk in spirit with thee, like two who are agreed. This morning,

Lord que descolo them Wersta

O Lord our God, would we adore thee, for the teaching of thy bles
sed word , and beseech thee to accompany it with the teaching of thy
Holy Spirit. Open our understandings, to understand it ; our hearts
to receive its truth , and give us grace to practise it in our lives, to
rejoice in thy promises, and tremble at thy rebuke. We entreat
thee, O just and sovereign God, to arise and have mercy on thine an

cient people . Father , in thine own time, elect from among them ,
and bring in the remnant of Israel, with the fulness of the Gentiles.

And seeing, O God of mercy, that our privileges are so high, forbid
that they should ever be abused , or rise up in memorial against us,
when we stand before thee our God . Again , do we bless and adore
thee, for the repose of another night, the renewed mercies of another

day. Teach us to use all as not abusing it. May thy Holy Spirit be

with us this day. Go, O God, as a pillar of cloud before us; and
teach us, amid all our gettings, to get knowledge of thee, through

him who is the way, and the truth , and the life. Hear us in this our
prayer ; pardon us our transgressions, through the blood that speak
eth peace , sanctify us wholly, and the glory shall be unto the Father,

Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

TUESDAY EVENING . – LUKE X. 25 -42.

O God , whilst we magnify and extol thy name together, for what
thou art in thyself, glorious in holiness, and fearful in praises, we
would magnify thee especially for what thou art in Christ Jesus, to
the lost children of men — the God that delighteth to pardon, unto
whom judgment is a strange work . Praise waiteth for thee in Zion ,
because thou art, in Christ Jesus, reconciling sinners to thyself ; and
O grant, that we may be of the numberof those who are thus brought
nigh unto thee, through the blood of Christ's cross .

Teach us, O

God, to sit dowu in spirit at the foot of the cross. May we there
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find Christ to be the wisdom of God, and the power ofGod, all our
salvation, and all our desire. Breathe upon our dead souls, by thy
quickening Spirit. Thereby unite us to the Lord Jesus, even till we
be members of his body, of his flesh , and of his bones; out of his
fulness may we all receive. May his love constrain us to love him ,

and all who belong to the household of faith . Impress our hearts
with the conviction that one thing is needful, even an interest in
Christ. O grant unto us, even unto us, such an interest, that we
may know the blessedness of him whose sins are forgiven , whose
iniquities are covered, and who lives by faith upon the Son of God .
Deliver us from this world 's delusions and vanities, and teach us
that he that is not for Christ, is against Christ ; he that gathereth pot

in sickness, in danger, or near to death ; may Christ be magnified
in their deliverance. Bemerciful to us, O God, through Christ our
covenant head , for the sins of this day. We have done little for

thee , we have thought little of thee ; but Lord, remember mercy.
Take away all our iniquity . Blot out our transgressions like a

cloud. Spread over us thy protection for the night that has closed
around us ; and ere we resign ourselves to sleep, O God , grant that
our peace may be made with thee, and with our consciences, through

the blood of atonement. Our hopes, O Lord, rest on thee, thou
Shepherd of Israel. Watch over us and all ours ; bless us, provide
for us, pardon us, make us thine in soul and in body, forever and

ever, through the Spirit of the Lord Jesus. Amen.

WEDNESDAY MORNING . — DEUTERONOMY XXIX.
O LORD , thou hast been the dwelling-place of thy people in all
generations. Thou hast guided and sustained them during their
earthly pilgrimage, and hast ever proved thyself to be a very present
help in the time of their trouble. We behold the most instructive
and encouraging proofs of thy mercy, thy power, and thy faithful

ness in thy dealings towards thy chosen people . Thou didst bring
them forth from the house of bondage, in the presence of their ene
mies, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched -out arm . Thou
didst divide the waters of the sea before them , and didst lead them
through the wilderness, under the visible symbols of thy presence.
Thou didst feed them with manna from heaven, and didst satisfy
their thirst with water from the rock . And thou didst enter into
covenant with them , to be a God to them and to their seed . But

alas ! how depraved, and how deceitful is the human heart ! How
soon did thine ancient people forsake thy holy law , and violate their
most solemn engagement ; " all that the Lord hath spoken , will we

do.' And how vainly did they expect impunity, whilst they gave
themselves over to sensual indulgences ! May we take warning
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from their unfaithfulness , and from their doom . And when we con
template the land of promise, now lying in desolation , and the pos
terity of its rightful possessors scattered to the four winds ofheaven ,
O may we fear lest, by our abuse of still richer privileges, we be
condemned to the flames of everlasting burnings. O help us,by thy
grace, to flee from the wrath to come, and to lay hold on eternal

life. And having named the name of Christ, may we depart from
all iniquity , and abound more and more in the fruits of righteous

ness, to the glory of redeeming love. O help us to rejoice in the
fulness and sufficiency of thy holy word . May we ever seek , under
the gracious teaching of thy blessed Spirit, to know its meaning,
and to feel its sanctifying power. May it thus be effectual in en
lightening our minds in the knowledge of thyself, and of thy Son
Jesus Christ. May it ever dwell in us richly in all wisdom . May

it render us wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ
Jesus, and furnish us thoroughly unto all good works. May it ever
be the ground of our faith , the rule of our conduct, and the source

of our sweetest consolation. May it be our counsellor in the day .
time, and our song in the night watches ; and may its faithful prom
ises soothe our spirits on the bed of death . And valuing thy word

ourselves, may we ever long for the happy time when it shall be im
parted, in all its extent and purity, to every nation under heaven .
May our friends and connections know the joyful sound,' and walk
at all times in the light of thy countenance. And may they and
we at lastmeet together in our Father 's house , beyond the reach of
sorrow or of death.

Be present with the sons and daughters of af.

fliction , and when their troubles abound, may thy consolations,
through Christ Jesus, much more abound. And now , holy Father,
we commend ourselves to thee, and to the guidance of thy good

Spirit. Be with us this day to direct us in all our duties, and to

sustain us under all our trials. And do thou hear us, and accept of
us, and bless us, for Christ's sake. Amen.

WEDNESDAY EVENING . LUKE XI. 1 - 28 .
Our Father who art in heaven, do thou deeply impress our minds
when we draw near to the footstool of thy throne of grace, and enable
us to realize thy gracious presence. Teach us to come to thee in
thatnew and living way of access which thou hast opened up through

Jesus Christ, and give us the spirit of adoption , whereby we may
cry unto thee , Abba, Father . Let thy name, thyholy character, and
thy adorable perfections be known, reverenced , and glorified by all

thy intelligent offspring. May the boundaries of the Redeemer's
kingdom be speedily and widely extended. May Jesus, the King

of Zion, gird his sword on his thigh, and ride forth conquering and
to conquer, until all the kingdoms of this world become the king
doms of our Lord and of his Christ. And we earnestly beseech thee,
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heavenly Father, to give us individually a place in that kingdom ,
which is righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. May
our hearts, and the hearts of all mankind, be brought effectually
under the hallowed influence of divine truth ; so that thy will may
be done in earth , as it is in heaven. And, O Lord , as we are en
tirely dependent on thee for every breath that we draw , and for every
morsel of food that sustains our natural existence, do thou give us
day by day, in thy unmerited favor, and for Christ's sake, those
temporalmercies which thou seest we need . Feed us with food con

venient for us ; and may we experience thy covenant love even in
partaking of themeat that perisheth . Behold , we have sinned, and
what shall we say unto thee, O thou preserver ofmen ? Look upon
us in the face of thy dear Son , and for his sake be merciful to our

unrighteousness, our sins and iniquities do thou remember no more.
Justify us freely by thy grace through the redemption which is in
Christ Jesus, and sanctify us wholly by the power of thy Holy

Spirit. Having commenced the Christian career, may wenever look
back with a carnal affection to the world and its vanities ; but inay
we keep the onward path of new obedience, which leads to the

heavenly Zion. Webless thee, gracious Father, for the mercies and
privileges of another day. Give us heart-felt gratitude for the num
berless benefits which thou art crowding into our lot, and help us to

improve them all for the advancement of thy glory, and for our own
spiritual improvement. And we humbly implore the sanctified use
of the various trials and afflictions with which thou art pleased to
visit us in the course of thy holy providence. Dealwith us in mercy
aswith thy redeemed children , causing all things to work together
for our good .

Teach us ever to live as on the borders of the eternal

world . May our lives be hid with Christ in God. And when he
who is our life shall appear, may we appear with him in glory.

Bless, we pray thee, a preached gospel in our own land ; and make
it effectual, by thy grace , for the conversion and salvation of all our
friends and connections. Visit in mercy the habitations of the af

flicted and the dying, and be a very present help to them in the

time of trouble. Into thy blessed hands, holy Father, we commend
ourselves this might. May we feel ourselves safe and happy under

thy protecting wings. And in themorning, if it is thy good pleasure
to permit us to see its light, may we be still with thee, and may our
first thoughts ascend to thee, the God of our salvation . And when

at last our days on earth are numbered , may we go to the general
assembly and church of the first-born in heaven , and cast our crowns
at the feet of Jesus, and sing the praises of redeeming love through
all the ages of a joyful eternity .

And unto the Father, and unto

the Son , and unto the Holy Spirit, one God, be ascribed all honor

and glory, dominion and praise, now , and evermore. Amen
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THURSDAY MORNING . — DEUTERONOMY XXX.

W110, O Lord, is a God like unto thee, who pardonest iniquity,
and passest by the transgression of the remnant of thy heritage, who
retainest not thine anger forever, because thou delightest in mercy !
O do thou turn again and have compassion upon us, and cast all our
sins into the depths of the sea. Remember us, O Lord, with the fa
vor which thou bearest to thine own, and visit us with thy salvation .
Thou hast indeed been good and gracious to us, and hast blessed us
with the most distinguished Christian privileges. Thou hast not
dealt so with any people as thou hast done with us.

Thou hast

given us thy precious word in all its extent and purity ; and here we
are permitted daily to read the wondrous things of God . Thou art
permitting us to enjoy peaceful sabbaths and pure gospel ordinances ;
and in the observance of these we are encouraged to expect the guid
ance of thy Spirit, and the gracious presence of Jesus our Saviour.
Thou hast been plying us from our earliest day, with the promises, the
invitations, and the warnings of thy holy word ; and thou hast been

moving our hearts by the inward operations of thy grace. What
more could have been done to melt and win our hearts than thou

hast done ? But alas ! we have remained insensible to all the over
tures of thy mercy and love. Thy goodness has not led us to re
pentance, but we have continued in sin because grace abounds. : O
enter not into judgment with us. But justify us freely by thy grace
through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus. And O may the

exceeding greatness of that power by which Christ was raised from
the dead be exerted in quickening us from the death of sin , and in
raising us to newness of life, even a life of active, consistent, and

progressive holiness. May we rise every day to higher attainments in
the divine life, until we are rendered meet for the heavenly inherit
ance. O Lord, look down in compassion on the millions of our race
who are still sitting in darkness, and cause the Sun of righteousness

to arise and shine upon them with healing in his wings. Remember
thy covenant with Abraham , thy friend, and remove the veil of igno
rance and unbelief from the hearts of his descendants. Be thou the

God of this family. Bless us with all temporal mercies as thou seest
weneed : and bless us especially with all spiritual blessings in Christ.
We would go forward to the various duties of this day, imploring

thy wisdom to direct us, thy strength to uphold us, and thy Spirit
to revive and comfort us. And when at last the tie of affection with

which we are united, as inhabitants of this world, shall be burst
asunder by the strong hand of death, may we meet together in a
purer and closer fellowship in heaven . And seeing we know not

what a day may bring forth ,may weever be in the attitude of those
who are waiting for the coming of their Lord. And when he pro
claims to us, Bebold , I come quickly ; may we be able, without hes
itation or alarm , to reply , Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Hear us now ,

holy Father ; and when thou hearest forgive, and accept of us and
bless us, for Christ's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING.1
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THURSDAY EVENING . — LUKE XI. 25 54.
GREAT and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty ; just
and true are thy ways, thou king of saints ! Who would not fear
thee, O Lord , and glorify thy name, for thou only art holy ? Blessed
be God , even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for he has visited
and redeemed his people. He has thought on us in our fallen and
sinful condition, and laid help on one who is mighty . Our souls
would therefore magnify the Lord , and our spirits would rejoice in
God our Saviour. Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift. O
the breadth and the length, the depth and the height of the love of

God in Christ Jesus ; it indeed passeth knowledge ! May thy Spirit,
gracious Father, convince us deeply of sin ; may thy goodness lead
us to repentance ; may thy grace subdue our obstinate and unbeliev

ing hearts. Remove all doubts and misapprehensions from our
minds, and give us that faith which is of the operation of thy Spirit.
Lord, we believe ; help thou our unbelief. Strengthen and confirm
our faith in Jesus as our own precious Saviour, until our souls are
filled with all joy and peace in believing. Alas, O Lord , our hearts
are full of darkness as well as unbelief. Do thou shine into our
hearts by the light of thy word and Spirit, so that we may not any
longer walk in the darkness of our natural state. Of us may it be
true, that whereas we were once darkness, we are now light in the
Lord . And seeing our light is come, seeing the glory of God is risen
upon us, may we arise and shine, even as lights in the world . May

we ever recommend the gospel of Jesus to all around us, by a pure
conversation and a holy life. Help us, we humbly pray thee, to be
faithful and unshrinking in confessing Christ before men . And may

we, who now bow down together at the footstool of thy throne of
grace, at lastmeet together before the throne of thy glory, and cast

our crowns at the feet of Jesus. Father of mercies, do thou perfect
that which concerneth us, and render us meet for the heavenly in
heritance. Look down in mercy, holy Father, on the dark and des
olate places of the earth . Send forth more laborers into thy harvest.

Crown their labors with success, until the wilderness and the solitary
place shall be glad for them , and the desert shall rejoice and blossom
as the rose. We affectionately commend our friends to thy fatherly
care and thy redeeming grace. We tenderly sympathize with all

who are confined to chambers of distress . O Lord, thou knowest
their frame; do thou pity and spare them , if it seem good unto thee.

Purify them in the furnace of affli-tion. And may those who are
entering the dark valley of the shadow of death , experience the pres

ence and support of the heavenly Shepherd. Take us all, heavenly
Father, under the shelter of thy protecting wings this night. And
if it is thy good pleasure that we see the light of a new day, may we
rise up strengthened for its various duties and trials. And now ,

may theGod of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the
cverlasting covenant,make us perfect in every good work to do his
will, working in us that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through
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Jesus Christ, to whom , with the Father and the rural Spirit, be
praise and glory, world without end. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . — DEUTERONOMY XXXI.

ALMIGHTY God, we adore thee as our Father who art in heaven .
and we acknowledge with gratitude the innumerable tokens we have
received of thy parental tenderness. Enable us to exhibit the affec
tion , the obedience, and the devotion which becometh thy children

May we be drawn unto thee by the cords of love, and may thy good .
ness lead us to repentance. We have, however , continually to de.
plore our ingratitude and sinfulness, and to lament that our spot is
not the spot of thy children . We blush and are ashamed to lift up

our faces unto thee ; God be merciful to us sinners. Impart to us,
we entreat thee, the light and grace of thy Holy Spirit, that we may
see and feel our sinfulness and misery, and be led unto him whose

blood cleanseth from all sin , that, being justified by faith , we may
have peace with God . Enlisted under the banners of the Captain of

our salvation , may we follow him through good report and through
bad report ; and may he subdue all the enemies of our souls in this

earthly wilderness, and finally beat down every obstacle that would .
oppose our entrance into the rest that remaineth for the people of

God. Blessed be thy name for the testimony which the scriptures
bear to Christ, and for the grace, mercy, and peace which they im .

part to those who are under the teaching of the Holy Spirit. May
we desire them more than gold , yea, than much fine gold . Being

taught by them how hard and bitter a thing it is to forsake the Lord
our God, may we strive to be preserved in the ways of religion ,
which are alone ways of pleasantness and peace. Enable us to tread
in the footsteps of him who was holy, harmless, undefiled, and sepa
rate from sinners. Forbid thatwe should turn thy grace into lasciv
iousness ; that we should rank ourselves among the friends of Christ,

while by wicked works we deny him , or that we should set our
hearts upon evil, because sentence against our evil works has not
been speedily executed . May we set thee, the Lord , always before

us, and may thy fear restrain us from evil. Forbid that the cares
or the pleasures of this world should choke the growth of religion
in our hearts, or that we should plan or undertake anything this day

upon which we cannot ask thy blessing. Heavenly Father, fit us
for all the duties of this day ; give us strength to resist temptation ,
and make us a family whose God is the Lord . All weask and hope

for is for Christ's sake. Amen.

FRIDAY EVENING . LUKE XII. 1 – 32.

Most gracious and most blessed God, we adore thee as the search
er of the hearts and the trier of the reins of the children of men .

SATURDAY Moenixg .)
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The most secret thought and action are open to thee, with whom we

Enable us to fear,but to reations to sin pray into hell.

have to do . Enable us to set thee the Lord ever before us ; not to
oppress us with a slavish fear, but to restrain us from everything

that is impure and sinful. When temptations to sin present them .
selves, let us fear thee, who canst cast both soul and body into hell.
We recognize thy providential care over us, and we rejoice in the
conviction that the very hairs of our heads are numbered by thee.
Forbid , O God , that the cares of this world , or the deceitfulness of
riches, should deaden our affections for thee, or distract our thoughts
from those things that belong unto our everlasting peace. May it be
the great end and aim of our lives to glorify thee, and to seek first

the kingdom ofGod, and thy righteousness, in the assurance that all

other things will be added unto us. May thy Holy Spirit so change
our feelings, desires and affections, that we may practically regard
the concerns of our souls as the one thing needful, and may he lead
is, by a living faith, unto the Saviour ; and enable us to count all
things but loss, for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus

our Lord. Be it the chief desire of our hearts to win him , and to be
found in him , not having our own righteousness which is by the
law , but the righteousness which is by the faith in him . Enable us,
O God, to give evidence of our attachment to Christ, by our obsery
ance of his commandments, and, constrained by all thy mercies, may

we present our bodies a living sacrifice unto thee, holy and accepta
ble, which is our reasonable service . We earnestly pray for the ex
tension and advancement of Christ's kingdom at home and abroad,
and particularly for its progress in our own hearts. Into thy hands
we commend ourselves this night, and all that are near and dear to

us, and all that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . — DEUTERONOMY XXXIII. XXXIV.
WE adore and bless thee, Almighty God , as the high and the holy
One who inhabitest eternity ; as the Father of lights, from whom
cometh down every good and every perfect gift. In thy hands our
lives are, and thine are all our ways ; we would therefore desire to
· glorify thee, in our bodies and spirits, which are thine. We adore
thee, that, under the Jewish dispensation , thou didst bow the heav .
ens and come down in awful majesty to deliver thy holy law . As
that law was given with such solemnity , may we exceedingly fear

and quake at the thought of transgressing it ; as it was written by
thy finger on tables of stone, let us ever keep before us its eternal
obligations. May it be the delight of our hearts, and the rule of our

lives. We lament the corruption of our natures which gives us a
disrelish for it, which prevents us from seeing any beauty in at that
we should desire it, which is constantly suggesting temptations from

within and without to transgress it, and which hasmade us sinners
before thes exceedingly. We feel that we cannot of ourselves escape
15
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its denunciations, nor satisfy its just requirements. But blessed be

thy name, that the hand-writing of condemnation has been blotted

out, and nailed to the cross of Christ ; that what the law could not
do in that it was weak through the flesh , thou didst in mercy accom
plish , by sending thine own Šon in the likeness of sinful fiesh , and

for sin condemned sin in the flesh. May the Holy Spirit enable us,
by faith , to put our hands upon the head of our atoning sacrifice, and
to confess our sins over him with unfeigned repentance, that our in

iquity being laid upon him , we may be redeemed by liis atoning
blood . May thy Holy Spirit subdue the corruption of our hearts,
despoil us of our weapons of rebellion, and clothe us with the whole

armor of God. May our lives be adorned by all the fruits of the
Spirit, and may our light so shine before men, that they may be
thereby induced to glorify their Father in heaven . We carnestly

pray, Almighty Father, that the light of the gospelmay shine upon

the heathen nations,and that the means used by our church for that
purpose, may be crowned with abundant success . We likewise ear.
nestly pray for the extension of Christ's kingdom in our own land ,
in our own neighborhood, in our own hearts. May thy Holy Spirit

keep us this day from the evil that is in the world . Take us, and

all that are near and dear to us, under thy protecting care, and all
we ask is for Christ's sake.

Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING .- LUKE XII. 33 - 59.

WE approach, this evening, O God , unto thy throne of grace , in
the name of the Lord Jesus, who is the only true and living way

unto thee ; in whom thou seest no iniquity in Jacob nor perverseness
in Israel. O thou , before whom a sparrow is not forgotten, watch
over us and preserve us from all evil. O thou who clothest the lilies
of the field and feedest the fowls of heaven , feed us with the natural

food convenient for us, but particularly with that spiritual food
which can nourish and sustain our souls through eternity. Wean us,

O God, from over-solicitude about the things of this life, and give us
grace to value treasures in heaven, and to seek first the kingdom of
God and his righteousness. As we know not when our souls may
he required of us, may we constantly have our loins girt and our
lamps burning , and be waiting for the coming of our Lord . May
we be enabled so to act that, whether living or dying, we may be
the Lord 's. Blessed be thy name for thy sparing mercy ; blessed be

thy name that thou hast not summoned us to eternity with a load of

unrepented guilt. Behold , we are vile in thy sight; O be merciful
to us sinnersagainst thee . May thy long-suffering lead us to repent

ance. Save us, O God, by an everlasting salvation. Justify us free
ly by thy grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, and
sanctify our souls by the washing of regeneration, and the renewing

of the Holy Ghost. Inspire us with that zeal for thy service, with
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that straitening till our work is accomplished , which our blessed
Lord exemplified on earth , and while we are assured that unless we

have the Spirit of Christ,we are none of his, let us beware of appro
priating to ourselves a title to the blessings of his purchase, while

we are not striving to live holy , harmless, and undefiled. In time
of trouble may we look to the Captain of our salvation, who was
made perfect through suffering, and may nothing be able to separate
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus. We feel our own
natural weakness and insufficiency, clothe us, we beseech thee, with
the whole armor ofGod , that we may be enabled to stand in the day
of trial, and finally to be more than conquerors through him that lov
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tions who are now strangers to him , and may he see of the travail of

his soul and be satisfied . Unto whom shallwe commend the sons and
daughters of affliction , but unto thee, the Physician of soul and body.

Bless usas a Christian family ; whatever others may do around us, as

for us may we serve the Lord. Into thy hands we commit ourselves,
this night, and all that are near and dear to us ; and all we ask is for
Christ 's sake.

Amen .

Fifteenth Week .
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALMS XLV.
At the footstool of thy throne of grace, O thou infinitely glorious

and merciful Lord God, would we desire, on this morning of thine
own day, to prostrate ourselves with the lowliest reverence, beseech .
ing thee to pour outthy Holy Spirit upon us, and to enable us to
worship thee who art a Spirit, in spirit and in truth . Weare unworthy,

O Lord, utterly unworthy to appear before thee, the high and lofty
One wlio inhabitest eternity, and in whose presence angels are rep
resented as veiling their faces with their wings.

To us belong shame

and confusion of face, because we have rebelled against thee ; and
hadst thou dealt with us according to our sins, or rewarded us ac
cording to our iniquities, we would , at this moment, have been lift

ing up our eyes in hell, being in torments, instead of being permitted
to draw near to thee in prayer, in the name of Jesus thy beloved
Son. We thank thee, O Lord, for the institution of thy holy sab

bath , in which we have so precious an opportunity of waiting upon
thee, both in public and private ordinances of thy worship . May
we highly value, and diligently improve, this season of holy rest.
May our souls this day thirst for God , for the living God . May we

ardently desire to enjov hallowed communion with thee, as our
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covenant God, through Jesus Christ. May the world ,with all its
concerns, be this day banished from our thoughts, and may the in
finitely important realities of an unseen and eternal state, occupy
our deepest attention . May we seriously consider how soon , how

very soon, sabbaths and means of grace shall come to an end, and
our spirits be summoned into thy presence, to give an account of the
deeds done in the body. May we, therefore , spend every sabbath
as if it were the last we were to enjoy on earth , confessing all our

sins' with godly sorrow , imploring fervently thy pardoning mercy,
humbling ourselves deeply in thy presence, exercising a lively faith
in the blood and righteousness of Emmanuel, examining ourselves

strictly and impartially , whether we are indeed new creatures in
Christ Jesus, girding up the loins of our minds, watching and pray
ing, and acting as those who wait for the coming of their Lord.
And may we be cheered by a good hope through grace, that, when
our earthly house of this tabernacle has been dissolved, we shall

have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens. Let thy nameand thy Son's name, be this day specially

glorified . O may the mighty Saviour this day gird his sword upon
his thigh, and go forth conquering, and to conquer. May the time
soon arrive when the glad tidings of salvation shall be published in
every land, and Jew and Gentile shall turn to the Lord , and all the

kingdoms of this world , become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of
his Christ. Hear, O Lord, in heaven thy dwelling-place, and do for
us exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask or think , for the

sake of thy dear Son, whom thou always hearest. Amen.
--

SABBATH EVENING .— PSALMS XLVI. XLVII.
O LORD, thou hast been the dwelling-place of thy people in all
generations ; thou hast ever been their refuge and their strength , a
very present help in the time of trouble. O Lord God of hosts ,
who is a strong Lord like unto thee, or to thy faithfulness round
about thee ? Thou rulest the raging of the sea ; when the waves
thereof arise, thou stillest them . May we therefore at all times,

confidence inbelthee,
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estconfidence
city indeed
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place the firmest
among the number of thy believing people, thou wilt cause us to

drink of that river, the streams whereof make glad the city of our

God ; that thou wilt ever be in the midst of us, and not suffer us
to be moved ; that thou the Lord wilt help us in every time of dif
ficulty and distress, and that right early . We desire, O Lord, to
thank thee for the opportunity we have this day enjoyed of assem

bling together in thy sanctuary, in order to engage in the public
exercises of thy worship, and to hear the precious truths of thy word .
O may the preaching of thy gospel be accompanied with power from
on high, for the conviction of sinners ; for comforting and edifying
the body of Christ. And while so ma ay , alas! resist all the com
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passionate entreaties of a beseeching Saviour, and treasure up to

themselves wrath against the day of wrath, O may we be indeed
his humble, faithful, devoted disciples. May we study to adorn the

doctrine of our God and Saviour in all things, by living soberly ,
righteously , and godly, in this present evil world ; may we be pant
ing after greater conformity to his holy image ; may we be deeply
abased on account of our manifold sins and imperfections ; and may
we come boldly to thy throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help us in time of need . O may we regard thee

as a God to be adored, a God to be loved, a God to be trusted in , a
God to be served, and a God to be enjoyed through all eternity.
And ( may Christ dwell in our hearts by faith, that we, being

rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all
saints, what is the breadth, and length , and depth, and height, and
that
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filled with all the fulness of
of our obligations to him who loved us, and gave himself for us, may
we abound more and more in the work of the Lord. May we every

sabbath be receiving additional strength from above, to enable us to
resist every temptation , to conquer every enemy, and to discharge
every duty . And while we thus pray for ourselves, we would also
supplicate thee in behalf of all our brethren of mankind ; we pray
for the young — the more advanced in life - for the aged and the
dying ; give them grace and strength to serve and trust in thee,

according to their day. We pray for the ininisters of the ever
lasting gospel, especially for thy servant who labors among us

in holy things. O may he be a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of God . May he be the hon
ored instrument in thine hand of turningmany unto righteousness,
and of directing, comforting, and animating thy people. And now ,
Lord, we commend ourselves to thy watchful care during the hours
of repose. May we lie down at peace with thee, at peace with our.

selves, and at peace with all mankind. And when our sabbaths on
earth have come to an end, O may we spend an eternal sabbath of
joy and love in thy presence on high . Hear, O Lord, we beseech

thee, these our supplications, and grant us a gracious answer, for
the Lord Jesus' sake. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING. – JOSHUA 1.
We dore thee, O Lord , as the king eternal, immortal, invisible,
the only wise God, the creator of the ends of the earth who faintest
not, neither art weary . In thee we live, and move, and have our
being. Thou hast given us existence, thou preservest our lives
every moment, thou hast allotted to us the situations which we oc
cupy, and whenever the time which thou hast appointed us on earth

shall come to an end , then thou changest our countenance and send
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est us away. Thou art continually reminding us by the voice of
thy providence that from the stroke of death there is no exemption ,

either to the high or the low , the rich or the poor, the young or the

old ; that even thy most faithful and devoted servants inust yield to
this universal conqueror, and resign to others the offices with which

they are invested . May we contemplate these thy dispensations
with the deepest solemnity ; may we derive from them the salutary
lessons which they are intended to teach . May they lead usseriously
to consider, that the time of our departure may be at hand , that in

a very short period we may be summoned to give an account of our
stewardship , and to hear from the lips of our Judge that sentence by

which our everlasting destiny shall be decided. We praise thee, O
Lord , in behalf of all thy servants who have fought the good fight,
and finished their course, and kept the faith ; and that thou raisest

up others to serve thee, and promote thy great designs to thy church
and people . And suffer us not to yield to discouragement while

pursuing our journey to the Canaan above. May the hope of being
victorious over all our spiritual enemies, strengthen us amidst every
conflict. Do thou , our God, be with us, and enable us to perform
every duty, to resist every temptation, and to endure every hardsbip

and affliction in thy service. May we highly value, and attentively
study, thy holy word ; may it be sweeter to our taste, than honey
to our mouth ; and prove a light to our feet, and a lamp to our path .

O may thy Holy Spirit shine into our minds, and quicken our affec
tions, and give us all joy and peace in believing. And may we not
only read and hear the Scriptures, given by inspiration of God , but

may we observe to do all that is written therein, that thus thou
mayest make our way prosperous, and grant us good success. And
now , Lord , we desire to render to thee our united acknowledgments

for thy kindness to us during the past night, and for permitting us
this morning to assemble at the footstool of thy throne of grace.

We beseech thee to vouchsafe to us thy presence and thy blessing
this day. May we enter upon the discharge of our various duties
with cheerfulness and zeal, not with eye- service as men -pleasers, but

in singleness of our heart as unto the Lord , with good -will doing
service as to the Lord, and not unto men. May our light so shine
before men , that others, seeing our good works,may glorify thee
our heavenly Father. May we never forget that thou ,God , seest us
at all times, and in all places ; and may we ever think , and speak ,
and act as in thy presence. May we diligently cultivate all the

graces of thy Holy Spirit. May we be humble,meek , patient, for.
giving ; not rendering railing for railing, but contrariwise blessing.
May we put away from us all wrath , and malice , and clamor, and

evil-speaking, and be kind one to another, tender-hearted, forbearing
one another, and forgiving one another. May we never be over
come of evil, but always endeavor, in imitation of our Lord and
Master, to overcome evil with good . O Lord , do thou be our keeper

this day, be thou our shade at our right hand . O Lord , preserve us
from all evil ; preserve our souls. O Lord, preserve our going out,
and coming in, from this time forth , even for evermore. Our wait.

ing eyes, O Lord, are towards thee ; our hope is placed only in thy

FIFTEENTH WEEK.

MONDAY EVENING.]

231

mercy. Hear us graciously, and love us freely, for the Lord Jesus
Christ's sake. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . — LUKE XIII.

O thou holy, holy, holy Lord God, how shall we, who are but
dust and ashes, take it upon us to speak unto the Lord ? O how

glorious name into our polluted lips ! O how justly mightest thou
have mingled our blood with our sacrifice, and cut us off while
thus worshipping thee with our mouth, and honoring thee with our

lips, while our hearts were far from thee. Verily it is because thou
artGod , and notman, and thy compassions fail not, that we are not
consumed . O may thy goodness, and forbearance, and long -suffer

ing, lead us to repentance. May we think on our former evil ways
and our doings, which have not been good , and may we loathe our.
selves in our own sight for our iniquities and our abominations

which we have committed. May the consideration of the base re
turn which we have made for all thy favors, and especially for the
stupendous gift of thy Son, excite the deepest contrition in our souls,
and dispose us earnestly to plead for thy pardoning mercy. And,
O suffer us not to go on to sin, because thy
we be thoroughly in earnest in the grand
May we strive to enter in at the strait gate,
with transient wishes and occasional efforts to

grace abounds. May
concern of salvation .
and not be contented
ilce from the wrath to

come. And let us not be satisfied with a mere external profession ,
calling Christ, Lord , Lord , while we do not the things which he

says, lest we should be among that wretched number to whom he
will say at the last great day, I know you not, depart from me, all
ye workers of iniquity. May we ever remember that weare not our
own, but bought with a price, and that therefore we are bound to

glorify thee in our bodies and spirits, which are thine. May we
henceforth be steadfast and immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord , forasmuch as we know , that our labor is not in
vain in the Lord. We thank thee, O Lord , for thy preserving care

and thy heavenly bounty this day. May we never forget, that all
we are, and all we have, is thine, that every good gift, and every
perfect gift, is from above, and cometh down froin the Father of
lights . We beseech thee, to shower down thy best blessings on us

as a family . May we be all thy beloved children , through faith in

Christ Jesus; all renewed in the spirit of our minds, all animated
with the desire of pleasing thee, our heavenly Father, and all study .

within our dwelling, and our hearts be knit together in love. May
weall serve thee in our day and generation on earth ; may we all
be faithful unto death, that we may obtain a crown of life. And
now , O thou who keepest Israel, who neither slumberest nor sleep
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est, we commit curselves to thy care, during the silent watches of
the night. May we enjoy undisturbed and refreshing repose if it
the great
be thy will. And
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meet him , may our loins be girded about, and our lamps burning,
Lord,,
and we ourselves like unto men that wait for their Lord . O Lord

hear, O Lord, forgive, for Christ's sake. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . — JOSHUA III. IV.

O LORD, grant us thy grace this morning, thatwemay be enabled
to worship thee acceptably, with reverence and godly fear. We
adore thee as the God of our life and the length of our days, for in

thee we live, and move, and have pur being. Thou hast been the
hiding place of thy people in all gererations; give us now richly to
experience thy favor, through the Lord Jesus Christ, while we draw

near unto thee in the lively exercise of faith and of every devout af

fection. The heavens, O Lord,declare thy glory, and the firmament
showeth forth the workmanship of thy hand ; day unto day uttereth

speech, and night unto night teacheth knowledge of thee, the Al.
mighty. All thy works praise thee, and thy saints they bless thy
name. We thank thee for again permitting us, in the course of thy

good providence, to worship together, as a Christian family , at thy
footstool. O bless to us the reading of thy word . May we ever
seriously remember, that whatsoever was written aforetime was
written for our instruction . Establish our confidence in thy power
and faithfulness. And may we all seek earnestly to be followers of

them who, through faith and patience, are now inheriting the prom
ises. We bless thee for the mercies of the past night and of this
morning. Thou art daily loading us with thy benefits. But, О how
unworthy are we of any, even the least of thy mercies. We have
all sinned and come short of thy glory. We have been unfaithful
stewards of thy bounty, and slothful servants in thy vineyard . We
have sinned at once against the clearest light and the tenderest love.
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, according to thy loving-kindness ; ac
cording to the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out our trans

gressions. With lowly and penitent hearts wewould supplicate thy
forgiveness. Regard us not as we are in ourselves, but look upon
us in the face of thine Anointed . Grant that, through the atoning
blood of our adorable Redeemer, we may know experimentally the

blessedness of them whose iniquities are pardoned and whose sins are
covered. And may Christ be made, of thee, unto our souls, wisdom ,
and righteousness, and sanctification , and redemption ! Pour out
upon us, we entreat thee, the Holy Spirit, to help our infirmities,
and to lead us unto all truth . Take away the hard and stony heart,
and bestow upon us hearts broken and contrite. Enable us to lay aside
every weight and the sins that do r::ore easily beset us. Help us to
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adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. Fit us for the

duties and support us under the trials of this day. Wewould cast
all our care upon thee, and do thou graciously sustain us. Prosper
our undertakings, so far as they may be agreeable to thy will.

Grant us a holy submission to thy divine disposal. Preserve us
from every snare and evil way. May Christ be formed in us the

hopeof glory, and may we be rooted and grounded in his love. En
large our hearts, thatwemay run in the way of thy commandments.
May thy presence go with us whithersoever we shall be called in
providence this day. Preserve our eyes from tears, our feet from

falling, and our souls from death. Our hope, O Lord, is in thee ; let
our help come from thee : and we ask all in the name, and for the

sake, of Jesus Christ, our Strength and our Redeemer. Amen.

TUESDAY EVENING . — LUKE XIV .
Most gracious and ever-blessed God, pour out upon us, this eve
ning, a spirit of grace and of supplication. Quicken us that wemay
call upon thy name, and draw out the desires of our souls after thee.
But while we approach thee as the hearer and answerer of prayer,

and the faithfulrewarder of allthose who truly seek thy face, through
the divine Mediator, we feel that in thy presence we are sinful dust
and ashes. The very heavens, O Lord, are not clean in thy sight,
and thou chargest even thine angels with folly. How unworthy,
then , are we, the fallen children of men, to take thy thrice holy

name into our polluted lips ! Thou didst indeed, at first, make man
upright, but we have sought out many inventions. How has the
gold become dim , and the most fine gold changed ! Weare now , by

nature and by practice, the children of disobedience and deserved
wrath . From the sole of the foot to the crown of the head there is
no spiritual soundness in us ; we are covered with wounds, and
bruises, and putrefying sores. If we should attempt to justify our.

selves, our own mouths would condemn us. If we should say that
we are righteous, that also would prove us perverse. We have
nothing, and can do nothing, to avert thy just displeasure. Imper
fection cleaves to our best services ; defilement mingles with the
purest purposes of our hearts.

The sins of our holy things are more
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Hear

us in him whom thou hearest always, and be at peace with our souls

for his sake in whom thou art ever well pleased . May we be justi
fied freely by thy grace, sanctified wholly by thy Spirit, and kept
by thy mighty power, through faith , unto salvation . O Lord , enable
us henceforth to love theemore, and serve thee better than ever yet

we have done. The objects of time and sense have too much en
grossed our hearts, to the neglect of the great realities of eternity.
Moderate our attachment to eartblv things. Wean our affections
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from worldly vanities. Help us to rejoice as though we rejoiced
not, and to weep as though we wept not, and to use this world so as

away. Enable us to make choice of that better part which shall not
be taken from us. May we, by the aids of thy grace, be making
daily progress in the divine life. Grant us the wisdom that is from
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and thatmeekness of spirit which , in thy estimation, is of great price.
Wewould ever cherish on our spirits, at thy footstool, a sincere de

sire for the temporal and eternal welfare of all our fellow -men . Ex
tend, more and more, the boundaries of the Redeemer's kingdom .
And do thou abundantly bless and prosper all the means employed
for the universal diffusion of Christianity Comfort the mourners

in Zion . Speak peace to the troubled in mind . Sanctify affliction
to the afflicted. Mercifully spare useful lives : fit and prepare the

dying for death , and judgment, and a blessed immortality . May all
who are dear to us, by the ties of nature or friendship, be the objects
of thy special favor. May they and we be heirs together of the grace
of life . Bountifully reward all who have done us good or wished us
well ; graciously forgive those who have done or wish us evil, and

enable us from the heart to forgive them . We praise thy name for
thy watchful care and kind providence over us throughout the day.
We commit ourselves to thy protection for the night. Suífer no evil

to befal us, and no plague to come near our dwelling. And to

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost we ascribe the kingdom , power, and
glory forever . Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . – JOSHUA VI.
ALMIGHTY and most gracious God, we desire again to lift up our

hearts with our hands unto thee, and to worship reverently towards
thy gracious care and unceasing kindness. We bless thy name, that
thou hast watched over us during the silence and darkness of the

past night. We thank thee, for all that is comfortable in our cir.
cumstances at this time. Thy loving-kindness is new to us every
morning ; great is thy faithfulness. Early, O Lord, were we all cast
upon thy care, and hitherto hast thou sustained us through all the

dangers and difficulties that have beset our path in life. We would ,
therefore, call upon our souls and all that is within us, to be stirred

up to magnify and bless thy name. But while we sincerely thank
thee for health of body and soundness of mind, and all our other
temporal mercies, we would praise thee, more especially for the

Christian privileges with which we are favored. Webless thee for
thy holy word and all the means of grace that we enjoy. May we
to wbom much is given much will be required ! But above all thy
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other benefits, would we extol thee, O Lord, for Jesus Christ, thine
unspeakable gift. We earnestly desire to regard him

as the only

foundation of our hopes for eternity, and the source of all present
peace and consolation. We confess before thee , our guilt and un
worthiness. Grant us, O Lord, a true repentance towards thee ,
and a sincere faith in thy Son , our Saviour. Iniquities daily prevail
against us. The scope of our affections is unsanctified, and the tenor
of our thoughts unholy. There is in each of us an evil heart of un
belief. Enter not into judgment with us. In the midst of deserved

wrath , remember us with unmerited mercy . Glory be to thy name,
with thee there is forgiveness, that thou mayest be feared ; with thee
there is mercy and plenteous redemption ! Blot out our sins in the

peace-speaking blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. Give us to expe
rience thee to be in him our reconciled God and Father. And enable
us by thy heavenly grace, henceforth to cherish the tempers and
dispositions of thy true children .

Grant us the victory over the

world, the devil, and the flesh. Enlighten our minds in the knowl
edge of the truth as it is in Jesus. Fill our souls with joy and peace
in believing. Sanctify unto us all the dispensations of thy provi.
dence, and every solemn warning from thy blessed word. We de
sire to go forward to the duties before us this day, in an humble re
liance on thy guidance and support. Let thy grace be sufficient for
us ; perfect thy strength in our weakness. Increase our faith ; en
large our charity. Help us in all that we do or undertake to ac
knowledge thee, that thou mayest direct our steps. Whether out

ward prosperity or adversity await us, ( do thou enrich our souls

with thy blessing, and visit us with thy benign salvation. Mercifully
preserve our out-goings and in -comings. Help us at all times to
realize thy holy presence and inspection . Let goodness and mercy
follow us. And do thou to us, and for us, exceeding abundantly
above all that we can ask or think , for the sake of Jesus Christ, our
Saviour.

Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING. — LUKE XV.
We adore thee, O Lord, as the Father of lights and the fountain
of every blessing.

From thee cometh down every good and perfect

gift ; and with thee there is neither variableness nor shadow of turn
ing. Thou hast clothed our bodies with skin and flesh, and fenced

them with bones and sinews ; and thy inspiration has given unto
man understanding. By the word of thy power were we brought

into existence, and by the exercise of thy providence are we upheld
in being. We are bound by every tie of duty and of gratitude to
love and serve thee. But, О how prone are we all to forget thee,the

God that made us, and lightly to esteem thee, the Rock of our sal
vation ! Thy paternal bounty is the source of all our mercies, and
thy paternal care our only secure and unfailing refuge ; yet, alas, we
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daily sin against heaven and in thy sight ; and we are utterly un
worthy to be called thy children . We have become weary of the
salutary restraints of thy law . We have abused thy goodness, and

trampled on thy authority. But, ever blessed be thy name, thy
ways are not as our ways, nor thy thoughts as our thoughts ! Thou
hast caused us to hope in thy word. Thou mercifully invitest even
the chief of sinners to return unto thee ; and thou hast appointed a
gracious method of acceptance, through the atoning death and all
prevalent intercession of Jesus Christ ou : Saviour. O Lord, if any

of us be still at a distance from thee , do thou, by the Holy Spirit,
bring us back to thyself. And do thou receive us graciously , heal
our backslidings, and love us freely. If thou hast already sought
and found us, enable us henceforth to cleave unto thee with full pur

pose of heart. And O help us to live in habitual remembrance that
we are not our own, but bought with a sacred price, even the blood
of thy Son. While at thy footstool in our own behalf, we desire to
remember before thee all our brethren of mankind. O Father of
mercies, let thy name be known through all the earth, and thy sav .
ing health among all nations ! Cause the light of the blessed gospel
to shine into the dark places of the earth . Bring in thine ancient
people the Jews, with the fulness of the Gentiles. May sinners
everywhere be turned from darkness unto light, from Satan unto
God. May all who name the name of Jesus depart from iniquity.
And may pure and undefiled religion more and more flourish in our

land. In behalf of our friends we earnestly implore thy favor,which
is life, and thy loving-kindness, which is better than life. Our ene

mies we sincerely commend to thy forgiveness. Visit, in mercy, all
the chambers of sickness and mourning. Bless us, O Lord , even us
here in thy presence, as a Christian household ; and bless each of
us according to our respective necessities. Supply all our temporal
wants out of the treasures of thy providence, and all our spiritual
need out of the riches of thy grace in the Lord Jesus Christ. May

we all have an interest in the blessings of that covenant which is
well ordered in all things and sure . May we be fellow -heirs of that
inheritance which is incorruptible and undefiled , and which fadeth

not away. For the mercies of the day that has now closed, we offer
up unto thee our united and fervent thanksgivings. O thou great
Shepherd of Israel, who never slumberest nor sleepest, do thou keep
watch over us through the silent hours of the ensuing night. We
desire to resign ourselves entirely to thy gracious disposal. For us

to live, may it be Christ; for us to die,may it be great gain . May
we spend the remaining time of our sojourning upon earth in thy

fear and service. And when thou hast accomplished in us, and by
us, all thy wise and good purposes here below , grant that an abun .
dant entrance may be ministered unto our spirits, into the heavenly

mansions of light and glory, for Christ's sake. Amen .
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THURSDAY MORNING . – JOSHUA VII.

Holy Father, Lord of heaven and earth , thou art giorious in ho
liness, fearful in praises, doing wonders. Thou art to be sanctified
of all them who draw near to thee. Solemnize our minds for thy
service. Banish all distracting thoughts. May all within us be now
engaged in thy service. We have no righteousness of our own, in
which to appear before thee.

But we come in the all-prevailing

name of thy beloved Son, in whom thou art ever well pleased. See,

O God, our Shield , look upon the face of thine Anointed, and for his
sake grant us the help of thy Holy Spirit, that we may now present
to thee a sacrifice and offering acceptable in thy sight. We give

glory to thy name, by acknowledging that thou art glorious, and ex
cellent, and infinitely exalted, and infinitely worthy to receive all
adoration and praise . We give glory to thy name, by acknowledg
ing that we are less than the least of all thy mercies, that we are

chargeable with innumerable transgressions or thy holy law , that we
have destroyed ourselves by sin . We give giory to thy name, by
receiving the testimony which thou hast given concerning thy Son ,

that thou hast given us eternal life, and that this life is in thy Son ;
that thou art in Christ reconciling the world to thyself, not imputing
unto them their trespasses ; and that through him is preached unto
us the forgiveness of sins. It is in his all-prevailing name, that we

come before thee at this time, earnestly imploring the help of thy
Holy Spirit to teach us to pray to thee. Make us deeply sensible of
our spiritual wants, and do thou supply all our need, according to
thy riches in glory, by Jesus Christ. Bless to us all the means of

grace wherewith we are favored. Bless to us what we have been
hearing from thy word. May we acknowledge thee in all our ways ;
do thou direct all our steps. Cleanse us from all secret faults, keep
us back also from all presunipiuous sins, and suffer them not to have

dominion over us. May we take heed and beware of covetousness.

Deepen our impressions of the exceeding sinfulness of sin . Take
away all our iniquity . Receive us graciously, love us freely . May
we, by the Spirit,mortify the deeds of the body, thatwemay live
to the glory of thy name. Accept, heavenly Father, of our united
praises for thy watchful care over us during the night, for the rest
and refreshment which thou hast given us, and that thou hast raised
us up in comfortable circumstances this day. Give us this day our

daily bread . Watch over us for good, strengthen us for duty. Pre
pare us for trial. May we attempt nothing in our own strength , but
all in dependence upon thy grace. May we do all in the name of

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to thee, the Father, through him .
And to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, we ascribe the king .

dom , the power, and the glory, both now and ever. Amen.
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THURSDAY EVENING . — LUKE XVI.
Our Father who art in heaven, we, thy dependent and sinful
creatures, dwelling on this earth, thy footstool, are encouraged to

lift up our hands and our hearts to thee, from whom cometh down
all our aid. For though naturally we are far from thee, thou hast
been graciously pleased , in the gospel ofthy Son, so to draw near to
us as to give us the strongest possible encouragement to draw near
to thee.

Pour out upon us, we humbly beseech thee, of thy Holy

Spirit, as the Spirit of grace and supplications, that we may serve
thee with what is of thine own giving to us. We desire, with our
whole hearts, to give thanks to thee for Jesus Christ, thine unspeak
able gift.

And receiving him as our Saviour, we come to thee with

the confidence of children to a father. Remember us with the love
that thou bearest to thine own people . ( visit us with thy salva
tion, that we may see the goodness of thy chosen , that we may re
joice in the gladness of thy nation, that we may glory with thine
inheritance. Give us the dispositions of thy children . May we live

blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the
midst of a perverse and crooked nation , among whom may we shine
as lights in the world , holding forth the word of life. As thy chil
dren , may we be taught of thee. May we delight in thee as our
portion . May we be active in thy service. May we be, in all things,
resigned to thy disposing will. May we place all our trust under the
shadow of thy wings. Thou , O Lord , hast assigned each of us our
stations in this world . May we be faithful to our trust. May we,
by the help of thy Spirit, discharge all the duties to which we are
called, in the several stations and relations by which we are connected
together. We live in a world where we are surrounded with temp.

tations ; and we have hearts deceitful above all things, and despe
rately wicked . Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. And may we use what thou givest us of this world as not

abusing it, remembering that the fashion of this world passeth away.

We thank thee, heavenly Father, that we live in a land of gospel
light. May we set a high value on gospel privileges. Lead us to
the rightinprovement of them . Thou knowest our weakness, our
helplessness , our sinfulness . We look to thee for all needed help.

And we rejoice to be assured from thy word, that it hath pleased
thee that in Christ all fulness should dwell. May we daily receive
out of his fulness even grace for grace. We thank thee, O Father
of all the families of the earth , for all thy kindness to us as a family.
Sanctify the relation by which we are connected as a family . Make

us more and more helpful to one another. May the ties of nature be
in us strengthened by the ties of grace . May we be helpers of each
other's spiritual joy, and walk together as joint heirs of the grace of

life. Accept, O Lord, of our thanksgiving fo. thy watchful care
over us this day, for the supply of our returning wants, and for the
measure of health which thou hast permitted us to enjoy. Take us
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under thy care and keeping this night. Let no evil come nigh our
dwelling. Give us refreshing rest. Take the direction of our

thoughts and meditations. May we awake, thankful for thymercies,
and prepared for what thou art pleased to appoint for us. Hear, in
heaven , these our supplications; and when thou hearest, forgive and
accept, through Christ, our strength and our Redeemer. Amen.

FRIDAY MORNING .- JOSHUA VIII.
HEAVENLY Father , we bless thy name for permitting us to draw
near to thee in prayer. We are, indeed, less than the least of all thy
mercies. And if thou , Lord , shouldst mark iniquity, O Lord , who
shall stand ? But in the Lord Jesus Christ there is forgiveness with

thee, that thou mayest be feared . And thou hast been graciously
pleased to declare to us, that thou art in Christ reconciling the world
to thyself, not imputing to them their trespasses. And thou art be
secching us to be reconciled to thce. We come to thee in his all

prevailing name ; and give thanks to thee for thine unspeakable gift.
În lim receive us graciously , and love us freely . And grant us the
help of thy Holy Spirit, that we may now present to thee our souls

and bodies, as a living sacrifice. We acknowledge our constant and
absolute dependence upon thee for everything. Thou art the God

of our lives, theGod of all our mercies, the God of our salvation .

Impress deeply upon our minds, a sense of our infinite obligations to
love and serve thee. May we be enabled to show the gratitude of

our hearts, by the willing obedience of our hearts and of our lives.
Write thy law upon our hearts. May we meditate on thy law day
and night.

Thou knowest all the trials, and dangers, and tempta

tions to which we are exposed ; and how insufficient we are, in our
own strength , to resist and overcome them . May we find thy grace
at all times sufficient for us, and thy strength perfected in our weak .
ness. Deliver us from the power of sin that dwelleth in us. May

we, by the Spirit,mortify the deeds of the body, that wemay live.
May we not love the world , nor the things of the world ; butmay
thy love be shed abroad in our hearts, by the Holy Ghost which is
given us. And deliver us from the cunning devices and furious as
saults of the wicked one. May we resist him , depending upon thy
grace, and be made more than conquerors over all our enemies ,
through him who loved us. We give thanks to thee, gracious Father,
for all that is comfortable in our outward circumstances. Provide
whatever thou seest to be good for us. May we see and acknow '.
edge thy kind hand in all that thou bestowest upon us. May we bi
contented with what thou art pleased to bestow upon us. And may
our great concern be to seek first the kingdom of God , and the
righteousness thereof, assured, from thy word , that all other things
needful for us shall be added. While we plead for ourselves, we
plead for all with who 2 we stand nearly conrected . We implore

FIFTEENTH WEEK .

240

(FRIDAY EVENING

for them the same blessing that we ask in our own behalf. Make us
more and more helpful to them ; and may we seek the good of all as
we have opportunity , and be disposed to take a deep interest in their

spiritual welfare. Accept of our thanksgiving for the watchful care
which thou hast exercised over us during the night ; for the rest and
refreshment which thou hast given us ; and for all that is comforta

hast givenwatch over all our intercall not be

ble in our circumstances this day. Watch over us for good ; strength
en us for duty prepare us for trial ; direct all our intercourse to
gether for good . Be thou at our right hand, and we shall not be
moved . And all that we ask is in the name, and for the sake, of

thy beloved Son , our Saviour ; to whom , with thee, and the Holy

Spirit, ore God , we ascribe the kingdom , the power, and the glory ,
forever and ever. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING.— LUKE XVII.
FATHER ofmercies, and God ofall comfort, we bless thy name for
being permitted to approach the footstool of thy throne of grace.

Unto whom , Lord , should we go but unto thee, for thou hast the
words of eternal life ? Weare poor, weak , and helpless creatures ;
but with thee all fulness and perfection dwells. Weare sinful and
ence of the infinitely holy God, in our own name and righteousness .
But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared .
Therefore are we encouraged to hope in thee. Thou hast declared,

that thou hast pleasure in them that fear thee, and hope in thy
mercy , as revealed in the gospel. In Christ receive us graciously,
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and love us freely.

be saved . Holy Father, we plead that thou wouldst create in us
clean hearts, and renew a right spirit within us, that thou wouldst
grant us, from the fulness of Christ, abundant communications of

thy Holy Spirit ; that the kingdom of Christ may come within us ;

that kingdom which is righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost.

Thus, sharing in the riches of thy grace and love, may we

love our brethren with pure hearts fervently . May we cast away
from us all anger, and malice, and wrath ; and put on, as the elect

ofGod, bowels ofmercy, forbearing, and forgiving one another, even
as thou hast, for Christ's sake, extended forgiveness to us.

Fit us

for usefulness in our stations. May we be earnestly desirous to see

the kingdom of Christ established in the hearts of all men . Thou
knowest all the trials, and dangers, and temptations to which we are

exposed , and how insufficient we are, in our own strength , to resist
and overcome them .

Let us not lean to our own understanding,

nor trust to our own strength ; but may we exercise a constant de
pendence upon Christ. May we continually receive, out of the ful
ness of Christ, all the grace of which we continually stand in need .

May we daily grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and
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Saviour, Jesus Christ. We acknowledge O our God, that we are
prone to forget thymercies, and to be unthankful for themany kind

interpositionsof thy providence in our behalf. How often hast thou
been pleased to interpose to preserve our eyes from tears, our feet
from falling, and our souls from death ! And yet we have soon for
gotten such signal displays of thy love. But be thou pleased to im .
press deeply upon our minds a sense of our infinite obligations to
love and serve thee. What shall we render to thee, the Lord, for
all thy benefits to us ? Bless the Lord , O our souls, and forget not
all his benefits. May we live to thy glory. May the gratitude of

our hearts be manifested by the willing obedience of our lives. Holy

An thoughts forward the right hanck the things we the

Father, we earnestly entreat of thee to raise our affections above the

world . As those risen with Christ,may we seek the things which

are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. May we
often carry our thoughts forward to his second coming and glorious
appearing. And aswe know neither the day nor the hour when our
Lord shall come, may we be found watchful and prayerful, having
our loins girt about, our lamps burning, and our light shining, as

appearing

those that wait for their Lord . Accept, heavenly Father, of our

thanksgiving for the mercies of this day.' Pardon wherein we have
offended against thee.

Take us under thy protecting care during

the night. Give us rest and refreshment. Take the direction of our
thoughts. And when we awake, may our first thoughts ascend to

thee, in adoration and praise. We leave all in thy hands. Under
take for us in everything. And all that we ask is in the name, and
for the sake, of thy dear Son, our Saviour. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . — JOSHUA XXIII.
O THOU who dwellest in the high and holy place, whose name is
holy, unto thee do we desire to lift up our souls in humble confi

dence and joy. We would draw near unto thee with a true heart,
in full assurance of faith , having our hearts sprinkled from an evil
conscience, and our bodies washed as with pure water. We rejoice

that Christ Jesus, by one offering, hath perfected forever them that
are sanctified , and that we have now boldness to enter into the holi
est by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath
consecrated for us, through the rent veil of his flesh. And we would
now approach thee as the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ ; as his God and our God, his Father and our Father.
We have abundant grounds to bless thee, ( our God , for the good
ness and tender mercy which thou hast made to pass before us.
Unnumbered blessings were ours, ere yet we knew the hand that
conferred them . Thine eye has ever been over us, and we have
been the objects of thine unceasing care and unmerited bounty .
Hitherto hast thou helped us. Thanks, especially , be unto thee, for
thine unspeakable gift. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who hath
16

FIFTEENTH WEEK .

242

(SATURDAY EVENING.

visited and redeemed his people, and hath raised up a horn of salva
tion for us, that we should be saved from our enemies, and from the
hand of all that hate us. Lord , grant unto us that we, being deli
vered out of the hands of our enemies, may serve thee without fear,

in holiness and righteousness before thee , all the days of our life .
Being redeemed with the precious blood of Christ Jesus, may we feel

that we are not our own , and that we are under the tenderest and
:he most solemn obligations to live no longer to ourselves, but unto
him who died for us and rose again . Enable us to glorify and serve
thee with our souls and our bodies, which are thine. Let thy grace
be sufficient for us ; make perfect thy strength in our weakness.
Lead us not into temptation , but deliver us from evil. May we be

be sutus not into utsem;pmtaatkbey ptehreleprdoemliivseers Puusetttinhyyblfeeasrseind wouacreilvieeatrhtes,

animated and encouraged by the promises of thy blessed word ; and
may we stand in awe of thy judgments . Put thy fear in our hearts,
and direct them into the love of God. May we at last receive the
end of our faith , even the salvation of our souls. Guide us by thy

good counsel this day, and preserve us from all evil. Hear, Lord ,
in heaven , and send us an answer in peace, for the sake of Christ
Jesus. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . – LUKE XVIII. 1- 27.
Holy and heavenly Father, we come before thee this evening,
adoring thee as the great fountain of life and happiness, the Creator
and preserver of men .

Thou art the eternal Jehovah , whose dwell

ing is in light unapproachable. Thou art of purer eyes than to look
upon iniquity, the heavens are not clean in thy sight, and thou
chargest thine angels with folly . How , then, shall man, who drink .
eth iniquity like water, come into thy presence, or take thy holy
name in his lips. Our hearts, by natural and original corruption ,
are unclean and alienated from thee, and to our inherited sins we
have added the burden of many actual transgressions. We have

lived unmindful of the God who made us at first in his own image ;
we have lightly esteemed the Rock of our salvation ; and we have
grieved thy good Spirit by our impenitence. Thou hast nourished

and brought us up as children, and we have rebelled against thee.

We have sinned against heaven and in thy sight, and are no more
worthy to be called thy children . Werejoice in the encouragement
given to thy children to confess their sins, and in the assurance that

thou art faithful and just to forgive them , and to cleanse them from
all unrighteousness. We might justly have been deprived of the
privilege of prayer, as well as of our other privileges, for we have
too much abused them . Thou hast invited us to ask that we may

receive, and seek that we may find, and knock that it may be opened
to us, but we have been cold, and careless, and dead , in spiritual du
ties. We have not been importunate in prayer, and therefore we

bave received little. Nor have we beer. humbled under a sense of
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our great unworthiness in thy sight. We have too often been actu
ated by the spirit of the pharisee, and have valued ourselves on our

attainments in the life of grace. How little of the disposition of

children and of the spirit of adoption do we entertain . O that our
faith in thee were even as a grain of mustard seed, that we might be
enabled to plead for its increase. O that thou wouldst teach us self
denial, deadness, and crucifixion to the world, and thorough devoted
ness to the cause of our blessed Redeemer May we be enabled to

give all diligence, and to add to our faith virtue, and knowledge,
and temperance , and patience, and godliness, and brotherly-kind
ness, and charity ; that these things being in us and abounding, we
shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Wewould humbly bless thee for all the unmerited
mercies of the past week , and of this day ; and we implore the par
don of all our sins of heart and life. We would commit ourselves,
and all who are dear to us, to thy watchful care during the night.
We pray for the spread of the gospel: let thy kingdom come in
power and in glory.

If thou art pleased to spare us, may we be

sanctified for the duties of the Lord's-day, and receive from thee the

preparation of the heart. Hear, O Lord, and when thou hearest,
forgive, for Christ's sake. Amen.

Birteenth Week.
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALMS XLVIII. XLIX.
Our Father which art in heaven ! we, thy humble worshippers,

would approach thee , on this the morning of thy holy day, with the
voice of thanksgiving and praise. This is the day which the Lord

hath made,we will be glad and rejoice in it. May we be in the spir
it, and find pleasure and profit in meditating on the things that be
in waiting upon the Lord, in the observance of religious ordinances.

We would bear solemnly in mind, that on this day Christ the Lord
arose from the dead, the first-fruits of them that slept ; that he, who
was crucified in weakness, was raised in power : for thou didst not

leave his soul in hell, neither didst thou suffer thy holy One to see
Corruption . Triumphing over sin and death ,the Redeemer ascended
on high , leading captivity captive, receiving gifts for men, yea, for
the rebellious, that God the Lord might dwell among them . And
we rejoice that,though now at the right hand of the heavenly throne,
he has not forgotten his faithful people on earth ; and in faith we

wouli receive his own biessed assurance , In my Father 's house are
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many mansions; I go to prepare a place for you : and if I go and
prepare a place for you , I will come again , and receive you unto my.
self, that where I am , there ye may be also .

I will not leave you

comfortless ; I will come to you. May we, through grace, feel the
power of Christ's resurrection upon our own souls. Being risen with
him , may we seek the things which are above. Forbid that our af

fections should be set on the perishing enjoyments of this world ,
when the best treasure of our hearts is in heaven , and our glorified

Redeemer has ascended to prepare a place for us in his own king
dom ; a place of rest and peace, where we shall see, and praise, and
adore him forever; a place of joy and everlasting fruition ,where we
shall love, and possess, and delight in him forever. O that we had
the wings of a dove, that wemight escape from all the allurements
and temptations of this vain and sinful world , aud meditate ,with un
broken tranquillity, on all that has been done for our souls' eternal
interests. May he, who holds the seven stars in his right band , be
graciously present with all his faithful servants this day, to enable
them rightly to divide the word of truth ; and let thy light be sent

forth along with the truth , to make it effectualfor the great purposes
of awakening, comforting, and edifying. Let the joy of the Lord
be the strength of all his people .

Make them all joyful in thy

house of prayer. Give a portion in season to those who are laid on
beds of languishing and sickness. Arouse and enlighten those who
care for none of the things of thy sanctuary . And let the everlast

ing arms especially be around us, both this day, and all the days of
our lives ; and at last, may we be admitted into that temple whence
there is no going out ; for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen .

SABBATH EVENING .– Psalm L.
ALMIGHTY and all-blessed God ! enable us to come before thee,
on this the evening of thy holy day, with that reverential awe which
becomes the creature addressing his Creator. May we be impressed

by the thought that we have forfeited every claim upon thy bounty,
May we remember, in all our approaches to thy throne, that it is
only through the sacrifice and merits of thine only and well-beloved
Son, that we can offer up our supplications to a Being who to the

and that by nature we are the children of wrath even as others.

wicked is a consuming fire ; and that, as there is only one God, the
hearer of prayer, so there is only one mediator between God and

man, the man Christ Jesus. We bless thee that a way of access has
been opened by the blood of the cross, by which guilty and ruined
sinners can come, and ask mercy to pardon, and grace to help in the
time of need ; and that, though far from thee by nature, we are

brought nigh, and reconciled, and adopted into thy family. Enable
us, at this time, to look in faith to him whom our sins pierced, and

mourn, as one mourneth for an only son, and be in bitterness, as one
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that is in bitterness for his first-born . And do thou bring us to the
fount of cleansing, that we may be sprinkled from all our filthiness,

and all our idols. Wash us, and we shall be whiter than the snow .
Create in us a clean heart, O God ; and renew a right spirit within
us. May we win Christ, and be found in him , not having our own
righteousness, which is of the law , but that which is through the
faith of Christ; the righteousness which is of God by faith, that we
may know him , and the power of his resurrection , and the fellow
ship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death. May
we be strong in the Lord , and in the power of his might, putting on
the whole armor of God , that we may be able to stand against the

wiles of the wicked one, and to cast down imaginations, and every
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and to
bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ. May
we know the blessedness of thatman whose transgression is forgiven,

and unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity. And may the love
of Christ constrain us thus to judge, that if one died for all, then
were all dead, and that he died for all, that they which live should
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him who died for them ,
and rose again . May we be enabled to evidence the reality of our
faith, by the purity of our practice. May we daily put off the old

man, with all his deeds. Whatsoever things are true, and honest,
and just, and pure, and lovely, and of good report, if there be any
virtue and any praise, on these things may wemeditate , and these

things may we do. And this one thing may we do, forgetting the
things which are behind, and reaching forth to those things which
are before,may we press toward the mark, for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus. We adore and bless thy name,
heavenly Father, for the renewed opportunities granted us this day
of waiting upon thee in the sanctuary. Seal good impressions on

our hearts, confirm pious resolutions, and give unto us allmore of
thy Holy Spirit. Pardon our many sins and short-comings in all

cur duties. . Greatly bless and prosper all the means employed for
extending the boundaries of the Redeemer's kingdom . Let thy will
be done on earth , as it is in heaven . We would commit ourselves,
our relations and friends, to thy watchful care during the silent

night. In life, and in death , and throughout eternity, may we ever
be with thee. Lord, hear, forgive, and do to us and for us,more
than we can ask, or even think , for Christ's sake. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING .— JOSHUA XXIV .
In coming into thy presence , O Lord, this morning, we would

express our gratitude to thee for thine innumerable mercies. Though
thou art a holy and jealous God , and we have donemuch to provoke
thee to anger, yet thou hast loaded us daily with thy benefits. We
have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told us what
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works thou didst in their days, in the times of old . So graciously
hast thou defended , so abundantly prospered, and so richly privileged
our land, that we may well say, thou hast not dealt so with any
other people. And when we look back on all the way thou hast

led us through the wilderness, we see reason at every step of our
pilgrimage to setup our Ebenezer, and acknowledge, ' hitherto hath
the Lord helped us. Thanks be to thee for all thy gifts, but espe

cially for thine unspeakable gift. Ever would we magnify thy name
because thou didst not spare thine own Son, but didst deliver him
up, and didst, by his obedience unto death , make full provision for
have not rendered again unto thee according to the benefits done
unto us. We have been forgetful of thy loving-kindness, and
shamefully insensible to its claims. Yea, we have rebelled against

thee, and have preferred the service ofsin and satan to thy holy and

blessed service. But still, O Lord, would we hope in thy mercy.
Do thou graciously forgive our transgressions ; and enable us to
yield ourselves unreservedly to thee, as thy willing and faithful ser
vants. Too long have we served other masters, butwewould hence

forth be for the Lord alone. Do thou by thy grace, for of ourselves
we can do nothing, incline us to choose thee with our whole hearts
as our God , and to consecrate all the talents thou hast given us to
thy service and glory. Sprinkle clean water upon us, and we shall
be clean from all our filthiness , and from all our idols do thou cleanse

us ; a new heart also do thou give us, and thy Spirit do thou put
within us,that we may walk in thy statutes and keep thy judgments
and do them . O forbid that we should ever attempt to serve God
and mammon . May we have courage to avow ourselves thy ser
vants, whatever temptations we encounter, and whatever defections
we witness. And in the exercise of Christian love, let us strive to
advance the salvation of our brethren , and such especially as are near
and dear to us. Grant, O God, a revival of family religion through

out the land. Let an altar be erected to thee in every dwelling :
and let the young be trained up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord.

Follow with thy blessing the holy services of yesterday .

Let the impressions then made, be preserved and deepened ; the

resolutions then formed, be remembered and executed. May we
spend this new day under a livelier sense of our obligations to thee.
And ( grant, that when we come to die , wemay be found to have

finished the work given us to do, and may obtain an abundant en
trance into heaven . And all that we ask , is for Christ's sake.
Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . - LUKE XVIII. 28 –43.

O LORD, ourGod, we would bow before thee this evening, with
reverence and gratitude, for thou art infinitely worthy to be feared

and praised. Thou hast made us capable of beholding thy glory
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in thy works; and whithersoever we turn our eyes, we see the man .
ifestations of thy wisdom , and power, and goodness . In ourselves
also , whom thou hast fearfully and wonderfully made, in the preser
vation of our bodily and mental powers, and in the countless com
forts of our lot, we discern the striking tokens of thy benevolence.

But especially, O Lord, do we behold the display of all thine attri

butes, and chiefly of thine infinite love, in the work of our redemp
tion . When we call to mind , that thou didst send thine own Son
into the world to be our substitute and surety, that by thy determi

nate counsel, though by wicked hands, he was subjected to every
variety of suffering and sorrow , and that at length he was made a
sacrifice for sin ; our souls would magnify thee, and would celebrate

the worthiness of the Lamb that was slain . And we would rejoice
in the assurance , that he who was crucified is now enthroned , and
that he who died to make an atonement, ever liveth to make inter
cession . But alas ! we are naturally insensible to this revelation of
thy character. Weare alienated from the life of God through the
ignorance that is in us, because of the blindness of our hearts. And

even after becoming disciples, our obedience is so partial and pol
luted, that wemust confess ourselves unprofitable servants. There
fore would we implore thee to have mercy upon us. As thou didst
at first command the light to shine out of darkness, do thou now

shine in our hearts, to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory
ofGod, in the face of Jesus Christ. Open our eyes, that we may be
hold wondrous things out of thy law : and in the marvellous light
of the gospel, let us see the loveliness, and feel the preciousness, and
experience the attraction of the Saviour. Make us willing to forfeit

every friendship , and sacrifice every interest, rather than part from
him . While we praise him for the benefits we receive, may we go
after him in the course of holiness : and may his exceeding great and
precious promises excite us to follow him through bad as well as
good report. And grant, O God, that we may now experience the

everlasting consolation and good hope through grace of thy people,
and may be made meet in due time for the glory of heaven . Have
compassion on those in other lands who are yet sitting in darkness,

and those in our own, whom the God of this world hath blinded, so

that they believe not. Have compassion also on the poor and af.
flicted : and make us willing, according to our ability, to relieve and
comfort them . Watch over us during the night : and if raised up

by thy providence on a new day,may it be spent in thy fear. O
hear us for the sake of Jesus, to whom we would ascribe everlasting
praise. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . — JUDGES II.

O Thou, whose name alone is Jehovah, and who art most high
over all the earth , wewould rejoice in our privilege of worshipping

thee. The gods which the heather: worship are dumb idols ; they
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cannot hear or help their votaries. But thou ai. the living and the
true God . Thou hast created the heavens and the earth. Thy
kingdom ruleth over all, and what thou pleasest that thou doest in

heaven , and on earth , and in all deep places. To thee also belong
all perfection and excellence ; and from thee are derived all good .
ness and blessedness. Unto thy name, therefore, alone would we

render the humble tribute of our prayer and praise. And yet, O
Lord, well may we be ashamed and blush to lift up our faces before
thee. Thou hast nourished us and brought us up as children, but
we have rebelled against thee. Wehave experienced the riches of
thy goodness, and forbearance, and long -suffering, but we have
thence taken occasion to sin against theemore heinously. We have
forsaken thee, the fountain of living waters, and have hewn out unto

ourselves broken cisterns that can hold no water. Weare by nature
sold under sin , yea , we have sold ourselves into the hands of our
enemies ; and the more we are tried by temptation, the more deceit
ful and wicked are our hearts proved to be. Surely it is of the
Lord 's mercies that we are not consumed, and because his compas
sions fail not. ( teach us, gracious God , to humble ourselves before

thee, and to sorrow for our sins after a godly sort. Give us that
godly sorrow which worketh repentance unto salvation , that needeth
not to be repented of. May we know the evil and bitterness of sin ;
and under an apprehension of thy mercy in Christ Jesus, return to
thee with our whole heart. And forbid , Lord, that our goodness
should be as the morning cloud, and as the early dew , which soon
goeth away. May we bring forth fruit meet for repentance, and

daily grow in grace, and have our path as that of the just, be like
the shining light, which shineth more and more unto the perfect
day. Sensible of our own guilt and weakness, we would bless thee
for that fulness ofmerit and grace which it hath pleased thee should

dwell in Christ, and would entreat thee, for his sake, to forgive our
manifold iniquities, and to enable us in time to come to do thy holy
will. Surrounded as we are by spiritual enernies on every side, we
beseech thee for thine effectual aid . May we ever fight the good
fight of faith ; may we overcome by the blood of the Lamb, and be
more than conquerors through him that loved us. Have mercy, O
Father, upon our brethren . Hear the groanings of the afflicted .

Supply the wants of the needy. Redress the wrongs of the injured.

And reveal thyself graciously to every mourning spirit. Grateful
for thy watchfulness over us by night, we cast ourselves anew on
thy care . Keep us in thy fear all the day long. And O be thou our
present and everlast ng portion , for Jesus' sake. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING .– LUKE XIX. 1- 27.
HEAVENLY Father, let us have access to thee at this time, through
Jesus Christ, by the Spirit, and give us the sweet and satisfying

privilege of fellowship while we call on thy name. We would now
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present ourselves living sacrifices unto thee, which is our reasonable
service. From thee are all our talents derived. Thou hastbestowed

on us many powers and privileges,many means and opportunities of
usefulness . And blessed be thy name, that, as thou hast commanded

us to lay them out in thy service, thou art a gracious Master, and
requirest of us nothing which thou art not willing to enable us to
perform . And yet, alas ! we have multiplied our iniquities against
thee. Weare sinners by nature and by practice. With our lives,
if not with our lips, we have often said, we are our own , who is
Lord over us ? and yielding to the temptations of the world , we

have, instead of consecrating all thy gifts to thy glory, either openly
rebelled, or secretly disobeyed . And in consequence, O Lord, we
desire to feel that we are lost, deserving of thy wrath, and unable to
redeem our souls from destruction. But we rejoice to know , that
thy Son came to seek and to save such as we are : and that, having
shed his precious blood , to open for us the way of salvation , his lan

guage still is, ' Behold , I stand at the door and knock , if any man
bear my voice and open the door, I will come in to him , and sup

with him , and he with me.' O help us then , we pray thee, to wel.
come Jesus into our hearts, in faith and love. May we receive him
joyfully , and make him all our desire, thathemay be all our salvation .
May our dependence be alone on his finished righteousness. And
grant, O God , that while we glory in his cross , we may bow to his
sceptre. May we be willing to have him to reign over us. Whether

it be little or much that we are intrusted with , may we have grace
to be faithful : and instead of being wicked and slothful servants,

let us occupy affectionately and diligently all the talents thou hast
committed to us. We would keep in mind the second and glorious
appearing of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. To the time
of his return may we daily look forward, and be giving diligence ,
that we may be found of the Lord in peace when he cometh . Odo
thou cause salvation to come to this house. May weall be interested

in the everlasting covenant: and being united in thebonds of Chris
tian love, be prepared for dwelling with our Saviour in heaven .
And grant that thy kingdom may immediately appear, and speedily

come over all the earth . Be our guardian by night as thou hast
been by day. May our sleep be refreshing ; and being raised up by
thy good providence on a new morning, may our lives be devoted
to thy service. Hear us in heaven , and exceed all our requests, for

our Redermer's sake. Amen.

WEDNESDAY MORNING . JUDGES IV .

O LORD God of Israel, thou art the God, even thou alone, of ana
the kingdomsof the earth . Thy works are perfect, and thy ways
are judgment.

Thou art a God of truth and without iniquity, just

and right art thou . But we, thy subjects have rebelled against
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thee In thy sight we have done evil. We have provoked thee ,
the moly One, to anger. May the revelation of thy wrath against all
unrighteousness and ungodliness ofmen, duly affect our consciences.
May we, from thy judgments inflicted on thy people of old , and from
the punishment of their oppressors, and from thy judgments with
which at any time we or others are visited, learn righteousness .
May the instructions addressed to us in thy word , be by us received
and improved. Be merciful to our unrighteousness ; our sins and
iniquities do thou remember no more. Through the righteousness
of the Redeemer may we be freely justified ; by thy Spirit may we
be sanctified . On the path of duty which thou hast prescribed ,
however difficult and arduous it may be, may we enter, and in it do

thou enable us to persevere. Avert from us the judgments which
we deserve. Protect us from the dangers which threaten us. In the
spiritual conflicts to which thou dost call us, may we be strong in

the Lord , and in the power of his might. May we, by thy grace ,
be made more than conquerors. Whilst for our personal salvation
we pray, we would also present to thee our supplications for our
country ; that in it the wickedness of the wicked may come to an

end , and that, by all classes of the community, the righteousness
which exalteth a nation may be cultivated.

In all nations may the

word of truth be diffused and preached. May thy kingdom come.

Vouchsafe to us, this day, thy blessing with all its enjoyments, thy
direction in every duty, and thy grace to resist every temptation .
May we walk by faith . May we ever live to thy glory. And all
that we ask is in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . — LUKE XIX. 28 –48.

evening grace elves, bitcle to joviation. Him who
i
s
we obtain mercy, and find grace to help us, in the time of need .
O LORD, through Christ Jesus, who is the way, the truth, and the
life, we would this evening approach the throne of grace. O may

Look upon us not as we are ourselves, but look upon us in the face
of thine Anointed. May it be our privilege to joy in thee, through
our Lord Jesus, by whom wehave received reconciliation. Webless
thee for the revelation of thy nature and thy perfections, in him who
is the brightness of thy glory and the express image of thy person .
And we pray, we may know thee, the only true God, and Jesus

Christ, whom thou hast sent, whom to know is life eternal. In his
mission into the world thou hastmanifested thy love ; for herein in

deed is love, not that we loved thee, but that thou loved us, and

gavest thy Son to be the propitiation for our sins. We thank thee
for the proofs which we possess of the truth of his mission , of his

qualifications as Mediator, of his tender compassion , of his matchless

love. May the things which belong to our peace with thee, through
him , engage our attention ; with the blessings which he is exalted as
a Prince and a Saviour to bestow , may we be enriched . To him we
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would render the tribute of homage, and gratitude, and obedience .
Blessed be the King that came in the name of the Lord , peace in

heaven, and glory in the highest. We desire that the blessings of
his gospel may be universally disseminated . O may those that are
his enemies be subdued . May those who are ignorant of him , be

taught to know the truth as it is in him , and to esteem the knowl.

edge of Jesus Christ as the excellency of knowledge. May those
who have hitherto rejected him be persuaded to embrace him , and
to glory in his cross. Have pity on the Jews, who, for their sins,

have been given up to spiritual blindness, and who have been sub
jected to all those judgments which the Saviour foretold. May the

Gentiles submit themselves to him . In the efforts made by thy

people for the accomplishment of these ends, may we feel a deep in .
terest, and be enabled by thy grace actively to co-operate . In thy
service may we ever be, like Jesus our master, devoted and zealous.
In the perusal of thy word, and in the exercises of devotion may we
ever delight. We commit ourselves and all who are near and dear
to us, to thy protection during the watches of the night. We pray
for the continuance of thy goodness and mercy. We beseech thee

to work in us all the good pleasure of thy goodness, and the work
of faith with power, that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be
glorified in us, and we in him , according to the grace of our God,
and our Lord Jesus Christ. In his name we offer up these our peti

tions, and for his sake may we find acceptance in thy sight. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING.- JUDGES v.
O LORD,each day we rise we will praise thee. We would remem
ber the wonderful works which thou hast wrought. Great and mar.
vellous are all thy works, Lord God Almighty, just and true are all

thy ways, O thou King of saints. Thy dealings towards thy church
and people have been ever faithful and gracious. Thou didst show

thy glory to the tribes of Israel, and didst publish to them thy stat
utes . Thou gavest them victory over their enemies. Thou didst
put them in possession of the land of promise . Thou didst visit
them with judgments when they chose new gods. Thou didst recover

them from their backslidings, and didst constrain them willingly to
engage in thy service, and didst teach them to rehearse the right
eous acts of the Lord, even the righteous acts towards the inhabi
tants of his villages in Israel. To us also thou hast displayed thy
glory ; to us thou hast granted the privilege to read in our own

tongue the wonderful works of God. Make us wise unto salvation .
Our transgressions do thou
l thye; ffor
or the sake of him who died
Heaforgive,

thee just
Heal thou our backslidings. Make us thy
re othe
fofor
ou oour
ur God.
hunjust.
e ther,eand
Tpeople
bef tthou
We are not our own, but thine ; may
we therefore glorify thee in our bodies and our spirits which are thine.

Teach us to remember ourmanifold obligations to thee. Our pres
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ervation up to the presentday, proves to us that thou art long-suffer
ing. Every moment we are indebted to thy bounty. All our relig.
ious advantages flow from thee. May we be ever grateful to thee,
the God of our salvation . May we be preserved from the evil that
is in the world . May we ever cultivate submission to thy will ; may

we grow in conformity to thine image. May Christ be found in us
the hope of glory. May thy Spirit dwell in us, and being led by
the Spirit, may we have the evidence in ourselves, and exhibit it to

the world , that we are the sons of God . O Lord,may all ranks of
men be made thy willing people in the day of thy power. May our
rulers, and our governors, and those that sit in judgment, praise the
Lord. May all the people walk in thy statutes. May we be honored
to be follow -workers with God, in extending the knowledge and pro

moting the influence of the gospel. Remove the obstacles that op
pose its success. May those who enjoy it consider the curse pro
nounced in thy word against those who come not to the help of the

Lord against the mighty. Let them that love thee be as the sun

when he goeth forth in his might. O Lord, deny us not tb ; grace.
Turn not away thy face from us, nor our prayer from thee. Let thy
blessing be upon us continually.
Jesus .

And all we ask is in the nameof

Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . — LUKE XX. 1- 26.

O LORD, we this evening bless thee for the protection of thy prov .
idence during the past day, and for the goodness which thou hast
made to pass before us. Our short- comings in discharge of the du
ties in which we have been engaged, we acknowledge. Our sins, in

thought, and word , and deed, we confess. God be merciful to us sin
ners. Speak peace to us, and let us not again return to folly and to
sin. Establish us in the faith of the gospel. May we be begotten
again by the word of truth, that wemay be a kind of first- fruits of

thy creatures. May we receive with meekness the engrafted word,
which is able to save our souls. May we justly appreciate and care
fully improve the privileges we enjoy .

Thou didst of old speak

unto the fathers by thy servants theprophets ; in these last days thou
hast spoken to us by thy Son. Forbid, O God, that we should
neglect the great salvation of which he is author. We believe in him
as the Son of God — the beloved of thee, the Father. O may we rev.
erence him , may we love him , may we obey him , and may the lives
which we live in the flesh be by the faith of the Son of God , who

loved us and who gave himself for us. Out of his fulness may we
receive grace for grace. May we be complete in him . Like hinn

may we be holy, harmless, and undefiled, and separate from sinners.

Through him may we have a title to the heavenly inheritance ; and
do thou, by thy word and Spirit, work in us a meetness for the pos.
session and enjoyment of it. May we be steadfast, immovable
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always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as we know
that our labor in the Lord shall not be in vain . We pray for the

whole human family . May they be blessed in Jesus, and call hiin
blessed. May all who rule over their fellow -men be just. May we,
in our respective stations, render to all their due. To the varied cir
cumstances of thy people accommodate the supplies of thy grace.
Granthealth to the sick , counsel to the perplexed, comfort to the sor
rowful, and salvation to the dying. To thee, the Shepherd of Israel,
who slumberest not nor sleepest, we commit ourselves and all our in .

terests. Encompass us with thy favor as with a shield . May thy
presence ever go with us, and finally may we obtain the rest which
remaineth for thy people . And all that we ask is in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

FRIDAY MORNING . JUDGES VI.
O LORD ourGod, we desire to feel that it is of thy mercy that we
are permitted to behold the light of this morning, and again to draw
near to thee in prayer. We are verily guilty in thy sight, and in

stead of being the children ofmany mercies,wemight have been vis
ited with the tokens of thine anger. We give thanks at the remem
brance of thy mercy ; and especially do we desire to bless thee for
Jesus Christ the Son of thy love, through whom we have access unto

thee ; and we now pray thee, for his sake, to pardon all our sins,
and to pass by our unnumbered transgressions. Teach us ever to
bear in mind, that the way of the wicked shall not prosper, but that

there is a great reward to them that keep thy law ; for godliness is
profitable unto all things, having the promise of the life thatnow is,
and of that which is to come. May our minds be habitually under
the conviction , that it is in thee we live and move, and that it is by
thee our lot is ordered in the world . Let us never forget our depen

dence upon thee, and do thou ever direct our steps. Surround us
with thy favor as with a shield, and give thy holy angels charge
concerning us, that our enemies may never obtain dominion over us.
Make a hedge of protection about us, and our house , and all that we
have round about, that no evil may befall us, nor any plague come

nigh our dwelling. Amid the various pursuits and avocations of
this life,may we never forget that one thing is needful, and may we
make choice of that good part which will never be taken from us.
Looking unto Jesus,may we renounce every other ground of confi
dence, and may he be made of thee, unto us, wisdom and righteous
ness, sanctification and complete redemption. May we be effectually
called unto fellowship with him , so that having him formed in us
the hope of glory, wemay be daily growing up into a meetness for

the inheritance of the saints in light. Sanctify us wholly through
thy truth , and may the word of Christ dwell in us richly in all wig
dom . Beautify us with thine own likeness, and clothe us with thy
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Through faith in the blood of atonement,may our con

sciences be purged from dead works to serve the living God.

O that

Christ may indeed be precious unto us, as he is to all them that be.
lieve ; and may we feel the constraining influence of his love in our

hearts, sweetly drawing us to himself. And grant, that when the
journey of life is over, our dwelling-place may be in thy house above

forever. Our friends and brethren we commend unto thee. May
all who are connected with us, be interested in the righteousness of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and be kept by thy mighty power through
faith unto eternal life. Increase the number of them who believe,

and greatly extend the boundaries of the Redeemer's empire, in the

increasing diffusion of the gospel. May all nations be blessed in
Christ, and all people call him blessed . Let thy good providence
watch over us this day, and may the outgoings of the morning and
of the evening, be made to rejoice. Prosper us in our lawful affairs,
and enrich all our temporal comforts with a blessing. Hear, O Lord,
our humble prayer, forgive all our sins, and accept of our persons,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . – LUKE XX. 27 -47.
O MOST merciful God , we draw near to thee this evening, believ

ing that thou art, and that thou art the bountiful rewarder of all
those that truly seek thee. We give praise to thy holy name for the
blessed hope of immortality through Jesus Christ, the resurrection
and the life. O may this hope animate us to a faithful and vigorous
prosecution of the Christian warfare, that we may, through grace,
obtain the victory over sin and death . Ever looking unto Jesus,
and relying on his grace, may we put far away from us all lying van
ities, taking his word as the rule of our life, and seeking his Spirit as

the sanctifier of our hearts. May we, without wavering, believe on
him as the Messiah promised of old , who, in the fulness of time,
came into the world in the likeness of sinful flesh , and put away sin
by the sacrifice of himself. Through faith in his blood, may we re
ceive the remission of our sins, and by his righteousness imputed
unto us, may we be justified ; and may our faith be productive of
those fruits of holiness which are to thy praise and glory. Teach us
ever to bear in mind, that the chief end of man is to glorify thee ;
and as it is not in man that walketh to direct his own steps, be thou

graciously pleased to give us of thine own wherewith to serve thee.
Make thy grace sufficient for us, and perfect thy strength in our
weakness. Carry forward within us the good work of sanctification ,
until there be formed within us a perfect meetness for glory, honor,
and immortality. In the recollection of all thy goodness to us this

day, we desire now to offer up our thanksgiving. Thy good provi.
dence has watched over us, protecting us from unseen dangers, and

loading us with unmerited mercies. And now that the shadows of
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evening have again closed over our dwelling, we beseech thee to
spread over us the shelter of thy protection during the night watch

es. When we lay us down to sleep , do thou, O Lord, sustain us,
and cause us to rest in safety. May we remember thee upon our

beds, and may our reins instruct us in the night season . When we
awake also , may we remember thee, and may we arise to praise thee.
We desire also to bear upon our minds at the throne of grace, all
our brethren of mankind . Bless the whole household of faith, and

let the wicked be turned unto thee. Prosper the interests of the
kingdom of Christ in every land, and give light to them who sit in
darkness, and in the region and shadow of spiritual death . Let thy

way be known upon earth, thy saving health among all nations. Let
our native land be the object of thy peculiar care. In all our bor.
be presented unto thee the morning and the evening sacrifice. Pros
per and protect the true church of Christ, and let thy blessing abide
upon all who love her peace. Give consolation to the afflicted , and
sanctify all their trials . Bless all dear to us, and connected with us ;

make them and us partakers ofthe fulness of Christ, and heirs of the
inheritance that is above. Let our humble prayers find acceptance

in thy sight, through Jesus Christ, our strength , and our Redeemer.
Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING .— JUDGES VII.
O LORD God of hosts,who is like unto thee among the gods ; who
among the sons of the mighty can be compared unto our God ?
ing to thy will among the children ofmen. None can stay thy hand
from working, or say unto thee, with efficacious voice, What doest
thou ? Thy people of old , when they trusted in thee, were not put
to shame. In the day of battle, thou didst make them strong, and

with the breath of thy mouth thou didst scatter the enemy. Wede.
sire to give thanks for all the deliverances which thou didst work
out for our fathers in former generations, and we rejoice in the as
surance therein conveyed to us, their children , that thou wilt be a
very present help in the time of trouble. O teach us ever to make
thee our confidence, and to bear in mind that while they who are far
from thee shall perish, peace shall be the portion of those that seek
thee. Convince us of sin , which is the cause of our misery, and lead
us to the blood of sprinkling which cleanseth us from all sin .

Through faith in the blood of the cross may we be purged from dead
works; and may we present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy and

acceptable unto God, which is our reasonable service. Let us not
be conformed to this world , butmay we be transformed by the re
newing of our minds, that we may prove what is the good , and ac
ceptable, and perfect will ofGod . Neither let us think of ourselves
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more highly than we cught to think , but soberly, according to the
measure of faith . Seeing we are not our own , but bought with a
price , even with the precious blood of Christ, may we not live unto
ourselves, but unto him who died and rose again. May our souls
be purified in obeying the truth through the Spirit, and may it be as

our meat and drink to do thy holy will. We give thee praise for

the rest which thou hast given us during the night, and for the cir
cumstances of peace and comfort in which we have beheld the light
of the morning. Olet us never forget that sleep is a blessing for

which we are indebted to thee,and that when weawake in the morn
ing, it is because thou sustainest us. May thy gracious hand lead us
this day, that wemay not swerve from thy commandments. While
prosecuting the business of life, may we never let go our integrity ,
that our hearts may not reproach us so long as we live. May we
ever be just and kind to all about us, loving our brethren with pure
hearts, fervently. And when the business of the day is over, and
we have again assembled together in our peaceful dwelling,may we
encompass the family altar, and present unto thee the evening sacri

fice, committing ourselves anew to thy gracious protection . We
commend to thy care all our friends and relations. Protect them by

thy power, and give them their portion with thy chosen and sancti
fied ones. Forgive our enemies, and dispose us heartily to forgive
all who may be unkind to us. Give thy consolations to the sorrow

ful, and revive the hopes of the contrite and the desponding. Spare
useful lives, and take the dying to thyself. All our interests, tem
poral and spiritual, we commend unto thee ; undertake for us in all
our undertakings. . Be our God and our guide, eyen unto death, and
our portion forever , for Christ's sake. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . – LUKE XXI.

O THOU who dwellest in the heavens, and whose kingdom ruleth
over all, who shall not fear thee and glorify thy name, for thou only
art holy ? With humility and godly fear we desire to think of thy
greatness and of thy glorious excellency ; and with shame and con
trition we acknowledge that we have sinned against thy divine
majesty. Justly mightest thou write bitter things against us in thine
anger. We confess that we have often neglected duty, and often

been unthankful for mercies. We draw near to thee in the all-pre

vailing name of our gracious Redeemer, beseeching thee to have
mercy upon our unrighteousness, and to purge away all our sin . O
may we ever be enabled to look by faith to the blood of the cross ,
and to build upon the sure foundation which thou hast laid in Zion.

May the blessing of the covenant be applied to us by the Spirit, and
our souls sealed to the day of redemption. And as we know not in
what hour the Son ofman cometh , may we be ever watching. Con

sidering that the time is short,may we number our days and apply
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our hearts to wisdom . If in our future pilgrimage, trials should be
appointed to us, may we experience thy promised consolations.
And seeing we are pilgrims and strangers here below , may we ever
look forward to the appearing of the great God and our Saviour,
believing that our redemption draweth nigh. May the solemnizing

conviction that these heavens and this earth shall pass away, and
the elements melt with fervent heat, and that all kindreds and na
tions of the world shall be assembled to judgment, stimulate us to
fidelity and zeal in thy service, and to unwearied preparation for the
coming of our Lord. Grant, most gracious God, that when that
solemn day shall come, we may meet our Redeemer with joy, and
be welcomed by him into the paradise above. We pray that all our
friends and kindred may be interested in the great salvation , and
may be preserved by thy mighty power, through faith, unto eternal
life . May the sick and the sorrowful be the objects of thy tender
care and divine compassion . May the afflictions of the afflicted be

of that erto the hands death,mayprepared for a man

sanctified, and may the sorrows of the sorrowful be exchanged for
joy. May such as are drawing near to death be prepared for a happy
eternity.

er

In the solemn prospect of death , may they be enabled to

tedeem , iinn tthe
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blissful hope of that crown of life which he will bestow upon all his
faithful followers. We desire to offer up our thanksgiving for all

our family comforts. Thou art giving us day by day our daily bread,
and year by year our annual supply . Thou hast instituted those
endearing relationships whereby we are made helpers and comforters
to one another in this vale of tears. O may we never forget to offer
up to thee the incense of our thankfulness. Thy kind providence
has watched over us this day, and made our going out and our

coming in to be in peace. We commit ourselves to thy fatherly care
and guardianship through the night watches. May we enjoy quiet
and refreshing sleep. Bring us to the light of thy holy day in health
of body and soundness of mind , and prepare us for the services of

thy house of prayer. May wekeep thy day holy , accounting it the
holy of the Lord , and honorable . And in thy great mercy fit us for
the purer services of thy temple above, through our Lord and Sa
viour, Jesus Christ. Amen .

seventeenth Week.
SABBATH MORNING . - PSALM LI.

Our Father which art in heaven,we thank thee for the quiet rest
of the past night, and the mercies of the present morning. But far
more we bless thee for the wonders thou hast done for our souls.
17
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We acknowledge our transgressions, 0 give us to feel the infinite
weight of them , the infinite vileness of them . Against thee, thee
only , have we sinned ; against thee, our heavenly Father ; we have

sinned against thee, O Saviour, in counting thy blood an unholy
thing ; we have sinned against thee, O Holy Spirit. We cannot
justify ourselves. Ever since we were born, we have been hell-de
serving in thy sight. Behold we were shapen in iniquity, and in
sin did our mother conceive us. But we know that there is forgive
ness with thee ; we know that thy glorious son died for the ungodly,
and we remember how he said , Look unto me all ye ends of the
earth , and be ye saved. Lord, we look to Jesus, may we be saved .

Wash us in his blond , and we shall be whiter than snow . Make
us to hear this day joy and gladness, that our broken bones may re
joice. Thou that didst open the heart of Lydia , open our hearts to
attend to the things that are spoken . May we feel this day that
our sins are forgiven us, for his name's sake. Hide thy face from

our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. And now , O Lord, if thou
hast forgiven us, if we are indeed in the light of thy countenance, if

thy servants have found favor in thy sight, give us a token for good ;
make us new creatures. Weare the clay, and thou art our potter,
for we are all the work of thy hand . Create in us a clean heart.

Wehave no confidence in ourselves. Thou alone art able to keep
us from falling. Cast us not away from thy presence , and take not
thy Holy Spirit from us. Restore unto us the joy of thy salvation ,
and uphold us with thy free Spirit. Grant, O Lord , that we may

this day feel forgiveness so sweet, and be so filled with the Holy
Ghost, that we shall teach transgressors thy ways, and that sinners

nverted intoministry,may nail,fill them with the word

may be converted unto thee. Especially we pray, that all thy
faithful servants in the ministry,may this day speak because they

believe. Lord, take them into thy council, fill them with thy Spirit.
Let them come behind in no gift, and may they speak the word
boldly as they ought to speak . May our souls be refreshed, quick
ened , edified . May weary sinners be led to Jesus, and to rest, and

may sinners this day be converted unto thee. Help us to sing anew
of thy righteousness. Open our lips, and our mouth shall show

forth thy praise. Help us to offer thee a broken spirit. May we
never open our mouth any more but in praises, because thou hast
been pacified toward us. Remember thinc ancient people the Jews.

Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion . Fulfil all thy rich prom
ises to them . Build thou the walls of Jerusalem . May Christ be

preached this day in every land. Give testimony to the word of thy
grace. And may his glorious name be blessed forever. Let the
whole earth be filled with his glory. Then shall our prayers be

ended, and our praises be begun for eternity. Unto him who alone
is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we can ask oi

think ; unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus, throughout

wall ages, world without end. Amen.
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SABBATH EVENING . – PSALMS LII. LIII. LIV .

O most blessed God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort ; let our prayer

come before thee like incense, and the lifting up of our hands as
the evening sacrifice. When the shades of evening draw close

around us, do thou, by thy blessed Spirit, draw near and make thine
abode with us, for the darkness and the light are both alike to thee.
Deal bountifully with thy servants , that we may live and keep thy
word. Open our eyes, that wemay see wondrous things out of thy
law . How truly thy word which we have read , describes the con
dition of every one of us as we are in ourselves. O Lord , thou
knowest what is in man . O Lord , convince us of sin ; may we never

open our mouth to defend ourselves any more. May we stand guilty
before thee , for in thy sight there shall no flesh living be justified .
If thou wert to deal with us as we are in ourselves, thou wouldst de
stroy us forever ; thou wouldst root us out of the land of the living,
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us after our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities ; we
flee to the refuge which thou hast provided for the ungodly , we
would lay our hands upon the head of the divine Lamb, wewould
take him as our surety. Lord , increase our faith . To us who be
lieve, make Christ still more precious. May he be the desire of our

hearts, fairer to us than the children of men, the chief among ten
thousand, and altogether lovely. Enable us to cleave to him with

full purpose of heart. May we be filled this night with joy, and with
the Holy Ghost. We pray to be made holy . Into thy hand we
commend our spirits ; thou hast redeemed us, Lord God of truth.
Purify us unto thyself a peculiar family, zealous of good works.
Make our heart like a well-watered garden . Take out every root
of bitterness. Implant every grace in us ; make us like a green

olive-tree in the house of God. May thy Spirit dwell in us, and
may we be filled with all the fruits of righteousness which are by
Jesus Christ, unto thy praise and glory . Help us not to be afraid

of our enemies ; we know that if we live godly in the world ,wemust
suffer persecution. Enable us to say, Behold , God is mine helper,
the Lord is with them that uphold my soul. Help us to praise thee
for all that thou hast done for our souls. Follow the services of this

holy day with thy blessing, which maketh rich, and addeth no sor
row . May the Spirit be given us as on the day of Pentecost. May

many be pricked in their hearts, and this night asking the way to
Zion , with their face thitherward. May thy children be filled with

peace, and with thy Holy Spirit. O that the salvation of Israel
were come out of Zion ; may Israel, through our mercy, speedily
obtain mercy . May they be like a dew from the Lord , in the midst

of many peoples. Thy kingdom come. Keep us looking for that
blessed hope, even the glorious appearing of him , who is the great
God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ. May we be among those that
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shall be made like him , for we shall see him as he is. Give us this
night the sleep of thy beloved , watch over our dwelling, help our
dear friends, comfort all that mourn , and let peace be upon Israel.

May the words of our mouth , and the meditations of our heart, be

acceptable with thee, through Jesus Christ our strength and our Re
deemer. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . JUDGES IX .
O LORD, thou art light, and in thee there is no darkness at all.
If we say we have fellowship with thee and walk in darkness, we lie
and do not the truth . Help us to walk in the light, as thou art in
the light, and then we shall have fellowship with thee, and the
blood of Jesus Christ thy Son cleanseth us from sin . We praise

thee for all thy care of us ever since we had a being. How precious
are thy thoughts unto us, O God ; how great is the sum of them . If
we should count them , they are more in number than the sand ;
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for the unspeakable gifts of thy grace.

Thou hast loved us with an

everlasting love, and therefore, with loving-kindness hast thou drawn
us. We praise thee for thy holy sabbath-day. If any secure sin .
ners have been awaked to cry, God be merciful to me a sinner, thy
holy name be praised . If any afflicted soul, tempest-tossed and not
comforted , has been brought to rest on the finished work of Emman .
uel, thy holy name be praised. If any of thy dear children have

been brought to know more of Jesus, to receive more of the Com .
forter, to walk more closely with thee, thy holy name be praised .
For all the light, and peace, and quickening, which our souls have

received out of thy law , we bless thy holy name. We will never
forget thy precepts, for with them thou hast quickened us. We
praise thee for thy holy word which we have read this morning.

We know that whatsoever things were written aforetime, were writ
ten for our learning ; that we, through patience and comfort of the
scriptures, may have hope. Make this scripture profitable to us for

doctrine, for reproof, for correction , and instruction in righteousness.
Grant, O Lord, that we, being united to the Lord Jesus, and receive

ing daily supplies of thy Holy Spirit, may be renewed in the spirit
of our minds. Make us partakers of the divine nature, that we may

escape the corruption that is in the world through lust. Free us
from the sins of Abimelech, for they are the very sins of our natural
heart.

Turn away our eyes from beholding vanity , and quicken us

in thy way. Remove from us the way of lying, and grant us thy
law graciously. Hide thatword of thine in our hearts, Lie not one
to another, for ye are members one of another. Make us companions
of all them that fear thee, and keep thy precepts ; may we know that

we are passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren.
Make usmerciful, as our father in heaven is merciful, tender-hearted ,
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forgiving one another, even as thou for Christ's sake hast forgiven

us. Put into our hearts all the graces that were in the heart of
Jotham . Make us bold in thy cause. Help us not to be ashamed
of Christ in this crooked and perverse generation . Help us to speak

of thy testimonies before kings, and not to be ashamed. Fill us

with the wisdom that cometh down from above ; make us wise as
serpents, and harmless as doves. Above all give us thy holy gui
dance. May the opening of our lips be right things. May our
speech this day be with grace, seasoned with salt, that it may minis
ter grace unto the hearers. Lord , teach us how surely thou hast
appointed a day in which thou shalt judge the world in righteous.

ness, by that man whom thou hast ordained . If thou, Lord, shouldst
mark iniquity, O Lord, who shall stand ? May we be found in
Christ in that day, washed , covered, justified, accepted in the Be

loved . When thou renderest the evil of the wicked upon their own
heads, may we obtain mercy of the Lord in that day. Be with all
our dear friends. May the word and prayer be blessed to them .
Be with all who are sick and afflicted ; make all their bed to them
in their sickness. Make us compassionate as Christ was. Preserve

our going outand coming in this day. May peace be upon Israel ;
and the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with our spirits. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . - LUKE XXII. 1 – 34 .

Our heavenly Father, follow with thy blessing the reading of thy
holy word. Hide in our hearts the very lessons it was intended to
teach us. Sanctify usthrough thy truth ; thy word is truth. When

we read of Judas, O Lord, teach us to be very jealous over ourselves,
and to inquire diligently, lest after all we also should be cast away.
Show us that we may know much of the Saviour, that we may call
him Lord , Lord , that wemay do wonders in his name, and yet betray

him after all. Convince us of sin by thy Holy Spirit. Make us lie
infinitely low before thee because of our vileness. Convince us that
we never can justify ourselves in thy pure sight. Give us a soul
refreshing view of the excellency ofthe Lord Jesus. Give us a sav
ing hold upon him as all our righteousness and all our strength .
Give us to be vitally united to him as living branches to the true

vine. Make us confident that he which hath begun a good work
in us will perform it to the day of Christ Jesus. When we read that
the disciples found everything as Jesus had said unto them ,make us
to set to our seal that this is true. O Saviour, it is impossible with
thee to lie ; thou keepest truth forever. O Lord , help us to believe
that we shall find as thou hast said . Melt our hearts by a sight of
the great love of Jesus. As he gave himself to be broken for us, so

may we freely accept of him , and may our joy be full. Make us to
love that holy ordinance wherein we testify that we close with him

as all our salvation and all our desire. May we love to do this in
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remembrance of him . When we read of thy disciples striving who
should be greatest, may we be ashamed of the sins that mingle with
our holiest services. O Lord, we blush when we think of our sins.
How often have we sinned thy love away. Plead thy blood and
righteousness, O our risen Saviour, our advocate with the Father.
Cover all our sins. Say to us, Neither do I condemn thee, go and
sin no more. Change our proud , selfish hearts . Give us the saine
mind which also was in Christ Jesus. Give us to wash one another' s

feet ; to do to one another as Jesus did unto us. Lord , deliver us
from our spiritual enemies. Let us not be ignorant of satan's de
vices. We know that he desires to have us more than the world ,

that he may sift us like wheat. O Saviour, pray for us, that our
faith may not fail. Lead us not into temptation , but deliver us from
the evil one. Help us to submit ourselves to thee : to resist the

devil, and he will flee from us. Guard us during the silent watches
of this night. Thou that keepest Israel never slumberest nor sleep
est. Keep our dear friends from evil. Preserve their souls.

Strengthen the sick upon the bed of languishing. Comfort the be
reaved. Give bread to the poor. Be with those that are afar off
upon the sea. Pour out thy Spirit upon all flesh . Let the wilder
ness become a fruitful field , and the fruitful field be counted for a

forest. Hasten the coming of the Saviour. Make us love his appear

ing. Why is thy chariot so long of coming ; why tarry the wheels
of thy chariot ? Glory be to thee, the Father, the Son , and the

Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is now , and ever sball be,
world without end. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING .- JUDGES XIII. XIV.
ALMIGHTY God, we bless thee, that we are permitted to approach

thee this morning,with our humble adorations. In the remembrance
of thy glory and goodness, we would rejoice and be glad exceed
ingly, for thou hast graciously discovered them in thy dealings with

us. Stir up within us a lively sense of that tender mercy of thine,
which is over all thy works ; and pour out upon us the spirit of sup
plication, and of prayer, that when we bow before thy throne, our

fellowship may truly be with thee, and with thy Son, Jesus Christ.
The day, O God, is thine ; the night also is thine ; thou hast prepared
the light and the sun . In mercy hast thou prepared them for
our infirmities ; and in wisdom hast thou adapted them to our ne
cessities. We thank thee for the rest of the night, in which thou ,

who givest thy beloved sleep, hast watched over us, thyself neither

slumbering nor sleeping. We thank thee, that thou hast brought
us in safety to the morning light ; and that ere the busy pursuits of
day have called us apart, we are permitted, as a united family, to

present ourselves before thee, in the assured hope of obtaining a

father's blessing. O do thou mercifully accept of our thanksgivings,
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and hear us in heaven. Thou , O most gracious God , knowest to
what dangers and temptations we shall each be this day exposed ;

and thou, who art a heart-searching, and rein-trying God, knowest
what evil dispositions are lurking in our hearts, ready to betray us
into sin . O grant us thy grace accordingly. Especially grant us a
spiritual sense of guilt, and a humbling apprehension of our own
weakness. Forbid that we should go forth to our worldly employ.
ments, in a worldly spirit. Forbid that these employments should
excite in us the accursed love of the world , or the covetousness
which is idolatry . While striving to be diligent in lawful business,
may we also be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord ; whether we eat

or drink , or whatever we do, doing all to thy glory. O keep and
bless us, in soul and body, through all the business and events of
the day, that, when evening shall return with its quiet and repose,
we may meet again , a happy and united family , at thy holy altar,
there to pledge ourselves anew to thy service, and to have our lan
guid sentiments of piety refreshed from thy sacred presence. Bless,
O God , that portion of thy word which has now engaged our
thoughts ; may its lessons be brought home to our hearts, with

demonstrations of the Spirit, and with power. We give thee thanks

that we have the privilege of living under a settled government, and
are not left, as sheep without a shepherd, every man to do what is

right in his own eyes. Bless, O God, the civil authorities which
thou hast set over us. May that portion of thy power which thou
hast entrusted to them , be exercised for thy glory, and the good of
the people . Grant that we, under the shadow of their protection ,

may be enabled, by thy grace, to lead lives of faith and holiness ;
resting with an unwavering firmness on thy promises, which are all
yea and amen in Christ Jesus. Having no confidence in the flesh ,
but looking exclusively to the merits of Jesus, our blessed Saviour,
as the only ground of our acceptance with thee, may we work out
our own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God that work .

eth in us, both to will and to do of his good pleasure. And, O God,
give us that charity which is the bond of perfectness, that we may

walk in love as Christ also hath loved us. In these our prayers, do
thou graciously hear us. Mercifully forgive our sins ; and to thy
name, Father, Son , and Holy Ghost, be all the glory ascribed, now
and forever. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . – LUKE XXII. 35 – 71.
OUR Father who art in heaven , again we lift up our voices to
thee, our unseen, but ever-presentand gracious protector. What, O
Lord, is man , that thou rememberest him ? Children of the dust,
and of a day, we are crushed before the moth , and from the highest

pride of life must look forward to the grave as our resting-place.

Guilty and corrupt, we have incurred thy just displeasure, and de
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serve no better a doom than to lie down with everlasting burnings.

Yet would we exalt thy name together, because thou hast had com
passion on us in our low estate , because thou hast visited and re
deemed thy people. Though thou art the high and lofty One who
inhabitest eternity , thou dwellest also with him that is of a contrite

and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive
the heart of the contrite ones. Not unto us, O God , not unto us,

but unto thy name be the glory. Thou didst send thine only-be

gotten Son , that whosoever believeth in him might not perish, but
have everlasting life. Webless thee, O God , for what we have this
evening heard of his sufferings in our behalf. We thank thee for
the evidence which these sufferings afford of his intense and endur
ing love of man, and while we contemplate his incomprehensible
agony, may we not only feel the stirrings of human sympathy, but
may our souls also be led to loathe the sin whose guilt was laid upon

him , and to cleave to him with confidence and love, as all our salva
tion and all our desire.

To as many as receive him , thou givest

power to becomethe sons ofGod, even to them that believe in his

name. May we so receive him by faith , and may he be formed in
us, and abound the hope of glory. And, O God, enable us, under
the inevitable calamities of life, to take him for our example in suf

fering. May we feel that even hereunto are we called, because
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example that we should
follow his steps. Through thy grace, may we, under every trial,
and in our hours of darkest apprehension, be enabled to say from
theheart, It is God , let him do what seemeth good in his sight ; the
cup which the Father hath given us, shall we not drink it ? not our

will, butthine be done. And especially, O God, grant us the grace
of humility and meekness. May we watch always, and with a godly
jealousy over our own hearts, knowing them to be deceitful above

all things, and desperately wicked. We look to thee, O Lord our
God, for rest and protection throughout the night. In the insensi
bility of sleep, do thou watch over us, and so long as thou shalt hold

our eyes waking, be our song in the night season , and let trouble be

far from us. May our last conscious thoughts be of thee, and the
great salvation which thou hast wrought for us, and when we awake
may we still be with thee. Hear these our prayers, pardon our sins,
and do to us, and for us more than we ask or think , for the sake of

Christ Jesus, our strength and Redeemer. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING .– JUDGES XV.

EVERMORE, O God, hast thou made the outgoing of morning to
rejoice before us. Day follows day into darkness, and night after
night, each teaching its proper lesson , passes away forever, while we
are left, preserved by thee , for purposes to be fully unfolded in eter
nity.

O most merciful Gɔ , prepare us by thy grace for the fulfl
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ment of these purposes. And grant that in this fleeting succession
of time and events, we may be brought so to remember our days as
to apply onr hearts unto wisdom . How much, 0 our Father, have

we to thank thee for. Many are thy wonderfulworks which thou
hast done, and thy thoughts which are to usward , they cannot be
reckoned up in order unto thee ; if we would declare and speak of

them , they are more than can be numbered . No more indeed may
we look for miracles to bring us light and deliverance. A finished
record of revelation , which thou hast mercifully granted us, is our

pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night, a light to our feet and a
lamp to our path ; the sword of the Spirit, to defend us from our
spiritual enemies, and the instrument of bloodless conquests, to es.

tablish peace and good -will throughout the world . May thy king
dom come, when thy word shall be man's only and universal law .
We thank thee, O Lord, for the wise and benevolent arrangements
of thy providence. It is not for us to pierce the mystery in which
its processes are involved . But there is no element at work in it
which is unknown to thee, or beyond thy control. Thine own
Spirit, which moved on the void and formless confusion of a newly

created world, is still bringing order out of the most perplexed
events ; and thou art accomplishing thine own great and holy pur
poses, even by means of those agencies that seem the most turbulent

and irregular. Thou stillest the noise of multitudes of waters, and
the yet wilder passions that ferment in the tumults of the people .
Thou makest the wrath of man to praise thee, and restrainest the

remainder of his wrath. O enable us to set thee always before our
cyes; to discern thee in all thy works and ways. Let thy Spirit, O
God, go with us to the duties and occupations of this day. In the
midst of its best enjoyments and busiest pursuits , may we still feel
that this is not our rest, that here we have no continuing city. So

may we use the world as not abusing it, knowing that the fashion
thereof passeth away . May thy grace prevent us from setting our

hearts on temporal things. May our conversation be without covet
ousness ; may it be as becometh the gospel. Seeking growth in
grace, and increase in the knowledge of divine things, may we ad

vance daily in meetness for the inheritance of the saints in light.

Preserve us, O gracious Father, throughout this day from accident,
and danger, and sudden death. Enable us to guard against the
snares of the tempter, and to flee from every appearance of evil.
And if thou shall see fit to spare us till evening shall once more

bring us rest, may we all meet again in peace, to bow ourselves be
fore thee.

To thee, and to thy fatherly protection and love we com

mend ourselves, soul and body together. Never leave us, never for
sake us. We are poor and needy ; in thee only is our help found ,
Hear us in heaven , thy dwelling -place, and when thou hearest

answer and forgive, for Christ's sake. Amen .
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WEDNESDAY EVENING . — LUKE XXIII. 1 -26 .

It is good , O most high God, to give thanks unto thee, and to sing
praises unto thy name ; to show forth thy loving-kindness in the

morning, and thy faithfulness every night. Teach us how to thank
thee for thy merciful preservation of us during another day. And
now , when night and silence are inviting us to repose, may our
souls seek and find rest inder the shadow of thy wings. As we re
call and reflect on the ocurrences of the day,may we be enabled to
trace thy goodness through them all ; or should they be marked by
some dark dispensations - for thy thoughts are very deep — may we
still adore and trust, when we cannot comprehend. We thank thee,
O Lord, for our social capacities and enjoyments, from which we de
rive so many important benefits and consolations.

Thou hast writ

ten the law of love in the parent's heart, so preparing the gentlest
protection for the helplessness of childhood . Thou hast taught the
attachments of the child who knows it not, to cling around the pa

rent. O may thy blessing rest on our family affections; may they

be hallowed , and strengthened by the more endearing bonds of a
common faith in thy Son , and a common hope of heaven . Enable
us to exercise them under a constant sense of our responsibility to

thee. They are the gifts of thy fatherly love to us. May we em
ploy them in provoking one another unto love, and to good works.

And we bless thee , O Lord , that thou hast given us, in the gospel, a
still richer display of thy love than anything in nature affords. Thou
hast commended thy love to us, in that, while we were yet sinners,

Christ died for us. We thank thee that thou hast thus brought life
and immortality to light, opening up a new and living way ofaccess
for sinners to thyself. May we all, as conscience-stricken trans

gressors, be brought to lay hold of the hope set before us in the gos
pel, that being justified by the bloud of Jesus, we may also be saved
from wrath through him . So may we know and believe the love

that thou hast to us. And in so far, O God, as we have already
been brought to the knowledge of the truth, do thou, by thy grace,
carry us on toward perfection . May we grow in practical holiness,
in spirituality of mind, and in relish for those sacred exercises that
bring us into thy presence. So may we attain unto the peace of

God , which passeth all understanding, and to the full assurance of
hope, gifts which are imparted by the Spirit, as the earnest of our
inheritance, until the redemption of the purchased possession . We

implore thy protection throughout the night. Bless us, O God, with
rest, and in our rest. So long as thou shalt see fit to spare us, grant
us health of body, and soundness ofmind ; or if thou shalt see that
we need thy fatherly chastisements, O remember that we are dust,
and lay thy hand gently upon us ; and grant us the gifts of thy
grace, that wemay be patient under every trial, striving, by com
mitting our case to thee, to turn our afflictions into blessings. Unto

thee we commend oursel 'es for time and for eternity.

The Lord
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bless us and keep us ; the Lord cause his face to shine upon and be

and give us peace. Hear, O God, and answer, and accept; for al
that we ask , is for Christ's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . – JUDGES XVI.

O God, we acknowledge our unworthiness, even to lift up oui
eyes to the place where thine honor dwelleth.

Thou hast said , that

the man who shall ascend into thy holy hill, is he who is of clean

hands, and a pure heart, who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity,
nor sworn deceitfully. But we are altogether laden with iniquity.

nesses are as filthy rags; weare a seed of evil-doers, children that are
corrupters. Our own hearts condemn us because of our wickedness,
and how much more thou who art greater than our hearts, and who

canst not look on iniquity without abhorrence. It becometh us to
lay our hands upon our mouths, and our mouths in the dust, and to
cry, Unclean , unclean . Thou hast commanded us to love thee

with all our heart, and soul, and strength , and mind ; yet thou hast
often not been in all our thoughts, and we have given those affec

tions to the creature which thou claimest for thyself. We confess

that the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eye, and the pride of
life, have too often had dominion over us. Wemagnify thy name,
O Lord , that thou hast encouraged us to cry unto thee, Be merciful
to us for we are sinners . Thou hast invited the weary and heavy
laden to come to thee, that they may find rest. Thou hast, of thy

free grace, contrived a way whereby we may be redeemed from all
iniquity, and purified unto thee a peculiar people , zealous of good
works. Grant unto us, O Lord , this great deliverance.

Turn us

from darkness to light, and from the power of satan unto thee, that
we may receive the forgiveness of our sins and inheritance among
them that are sanctified through the faith that is in Christ Jesus.

For his sake receive us graciously , and love us freely. Heal all our
backslidings, and remember us ever with that favor which thou
bearest unto thine own. Let not sin have dominion over us any
more. Thou alone hast power to effect our deliverance, and we

pray that in this, the house of our bondage, shou wouldst compass
us round with the song of victory . We rejoice in thy declaration ,
that if any man sin , he hath an advocate with the Father, even Je

sus Christ, the righteous. May he be our advocate and propitiation,
that we may be delivered from the curse of thy violated law , and be
come sharers in the glorious liberty of the sons of God . We pray

for thy guidance and protection this day. Do thou give us strength
to discharge the duties to which, in the course of thy providence,
we may be called . Keep our feet from falling, and our eyes from

tears. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom , and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen .
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THURSDAY EVENING . - LUKE XXIII. 27 -56 .

Our heavenly Father, we praise and bless thee that thou hast so
loved the world as to give thine only -begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth on him might not perish, but have eternal life. We re
joice in believing that there is now no condemnation to them who
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh , butafter the Spirit.
We rejoice in the perfect sufficiency of that atonement which has
been offered for sin. In thee, O God , was our help found . From
thee the word went forth, Save from going down to the pit, for I
have found a ransom . Thou didst stretch forth thy hand to raise us

up from the horrible pit and the miry clay, and to set our feet upon
a rock . When the fulness of time had come, thou didst send forth

thy Son , made of a woman , made under the law , that he might re
deem them who were under the law , and that we through him might
receive the adoption of sons. Behold what manner of love the

Father hath bestowed upon us ! Scarcely for a righteousman will
one die, though, peradventure, for a good man some would even
dare to die ; but herein thou hast commended thy love unto us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Thanks be unto

God for his unspeakable gift. O God, give us more and more to feel
the need we have of a Saviour, and to perceive the exceeding sinful
ness of sin. We have nothing acceptable to render unto thee. En.
able us then to present the sacrifice of humble and contrite hearts,
which thou wilt not despise . May Christ be made unto us wisdom ,

and righteousness, and sanctification , and redemption . Our prayer
is, thatwemay be found in him , not having our own righteousness,
which is of the law , but the righteousness which is of God by faith .

O Lord , we lament that we have so little regarded him who, though
he was rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that we through his pov
erty might be made rich . Teach us, we pray thee, to hate sin and
to flee from it. Regarding it as the cause of all our Lord's suffer
ings, may we be taught to mourn over it with that godly sorrow
which worketh repentance unto salvation, not to be repented of.

Seeing, by our confession of Christ, we are no longer our own, but
bought with a price ,may we constantly and earnestly seek to glorify
thee in our souls and bodies, which are thine. And do thou grant
unto us that, being delivered from the power of all our spiritual en
emies, we may henceforth be enabled to serve thee without fear, in

holiness and righteousness, before thee all the days of our lives.
Forgive, we beseech thee, the sins of which we have this day been
guilty in thy sight. Be with us during the silent watches of the
night. Thou who keepest Israel slumberest not nor sleepest. Give
us refreshing sleep, and let no plague come nigh our dwelling. If
thou sparest us till another day, grant that we may awake in health

and strength , with minds disposed to love and to serve thee, for all
that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .
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FRIDAY MORNING . - JUDGES XVII.
O LORD , we bless thee that thou hast revealed thyself as the hear.
er and answerer of prayer, and hast invited all flesh to come unto
thee, that they may have life, and that they may have it more abun

dantly. Help us to draw near unto thee, at this time, with true
hearts and with faith unfeigned, believing that thou art, and that
thou art the rewarder of all them that diligently seek thce. Raise

our affections to the things which are above. Reveal to our con
sciences and hearts the realities of faith , that wemay no longer be
engrossed by the perishing objects of time, but may be led earnestly
to seek that portion which shall never be taken away from us. Our
hearts are deceitful above all things, O Lord , and desperately wicked .
Do thou search and try us, and see if there be in us any wicked way,

and lead us in the way everlasting. Suffer us not to be led captive
by our own evil inclinations. Restore unto us the joy of thy salva
tion , and uphold us by thy free Spirit. Guide our feet into the way
of peace, and restrain them from that path wherein destroyers go.
We praise thee for the spiritual privileges thou hast conferred upon
us. Thou hast given us thy word to be a lamp unto our feet and å

light unto our path. Thou hast given us line upon line, and pre
cept upon precept, here a little and there a little. . At sundry times
and in divers manners thou didst speak unto the fathers by the
prophets, but in these last days thou hast spoken unto us by thy Son ,
and caused the light of thy truth to shine so clearly around us, that
he who runneth may read . O God, impress upon our hearts a deep
sense of our responsibility to thee for the use of all the privileges
thou hast conferred upon us. May we ever remember, that to whom
much is given of them also much shall be required, that if they es

caped not who refused to hear him who spake to them on earth ,
much less shall we escape if we refuse to hear him who now speak
eth to us from heaven . O let thy word have free course and be glo
rified in the midst of us. Bring its truths hometo our hearts with
the spirit of demonstration and with power. Let thy Spirit take up
his indwelling in us, causing us both to will and to do of thy good
pleasure. Remove the darkness from our understandings that we

may clearly know the truth , and take away the hardness of our
hearts, that we may run in the way of thy commandments . From
thee, O Lord, cometh down every good and perfect gift, and with
grateful hearts we acknowledge all the bounties of thy providence,
the mercies of the past night and of this new day . Keep us in thy

fear, and sustain us by thy power all the days of our appointed time
upon the earth , and receive us at last into thine everlasting king

dom , through Jesus Christ, our strength and our Redeemer. Amen.
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FRIDAY EVENING . — LUKE XXIV. 1 - 35.
We give glory unto thee, O Lord, that he who was delivered for
our offences, hath been raised again for our justification. Our souls

would magnifyath regarded Bless the Lord

would magnify the Lord , and our spirits would rejoice in God our
Saviour, who hath regarded us in our low estate, and with his arm

hath brought us salvation. Bless the Lord , O our souls, and forget
not all his benefits, who forgiveth all our iniquities, who healeth all
our diseases, who redeemeth our life from destruction, and crowneth

us with loving-kindness and tender mercies. Glory be to God in the
highest, that peace hath been proclaimed on the earth, and good -will
to the fallen children of men . We rejoice to know that Christ hath

finished transgression, and made an end of sin , and brought in ever
lasting righteousness ; that he hath been raised as the first-fruits of
them that slept, and that he will bring many sons unto glory . We
rejoice that he hath been made head over all things to the church ,

which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all, that he

hath spoiled principalities and powers, and made a show of them
openly, and is now possessed of all power and authority over all
things. Werejoice that in him we have not an high priest who can

not be touched with a feeling of our infirmities, but one who was in
all points tempted like as we are ; who in his exaltation is able to

sympathize with us in all our afflictions and temptations, and to send
us that relief and consolation of which we stand in need .

O satisfy

our souls with thy goodness. Out of the fulness that is in Christ,
bestow upon us even grace for grace. Renew us in the spirit of our

minds, and as thou hast set before is the hope of glory, give us a
meetness for the inheritance of thy saints. Make thy way known, O
Lord , upon the earth , and thy saving health among all nations. Let

the people praise thee, Lord , let all the people praise thee. Behold
how many nations are yet sitting in the region and shadow of death.
Cause the light of the glorious gospel to shine upon them , and give
them peace. Establish and extend , we pray thee, the dominion of
the Lord Jesus ; and where his name is already known, grant that
his doctrine may be adorned by the lives and conversations of those

who profess it. We commit ourselves to thy care and keeping this
night. Watch over us, and give us quiet rest. We come to that
fountain which hath been opened in the house of David for sin and

uncleanness, that we may be washed therein , and purified from all
our pollutions. Lord, make us clean every whit. And to thee, the

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God, we would ascribe all glory,
now and forever. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . — 1 SAMUEL I.
O Lord God Almighty, our Father, author of every good and per
fect gift, hearer and answerer of prayer, Father of our Lord and
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Saviour Jusus Christ, do thou this morning permit us, sinful and all
unworthy though we be, to draw near to thee as thou art in Christ,
a reconciled Father, who can now be just, and yet the justifier of
the ungodly ; and who dost, in thy Son , give us a free and ready
access at all times, to a throne of grace. We come before thee, God
of our fathers, holy and merciful Jehovah , not on the ground of any
claim or merit of our own ; we come as the lost, the undone, the
polluted , the rebellious ; in the prevailing name of that great advo

cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, whose intercessions
thou hearest always ; and we implore thee, for his sake alone, to
give to us the true spirit of prayer, a personal interest in his atoning

death, and a personal likeness to his character. Werejoice thatour
Lord and Saviour hath brought life and immortality to light in the
gospel; that types and shadows have passed away ; that the Re
deemer has come to teach us, to die for us, to reign in and over us ;
that we live in the noon -day of gospel light ; and that now we need
not to journey to a distant Shiloh to worship thee, but that every

believing and prayerful family is to thee, the Almighty God, a Shi
loh , tabernacle, and home. O grant, we pray thee, heavenly Father,
that wemay duly lay to heart and be improved by the passage of

scripture now read by us ; and in all our anxieties, may we habit
ually seek unto thee, as our comforter, our strength , our satisfying
portion. Do thou, as our guide and protector, go with us this day,
when we engage in whatever employments lie before us, giving us

the right spirit of our station ; protecting us, if it be thy will, from
dangers, diseases, and death ; enabling us to overcome temptation ,

and to walk closely with thee, our God , in whom we trust, in whom
we rejoice. Thou hast mercifully watched over us during the night
— thou hast caused us to experience of thy morning bounties ; O
teach us how to serve thee this day, and to live as though we knew
it were to be our last. Hear us, O Lord God of hosts ; forgive us,

and accept us, for the Redeemer's sake. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . – LUKE XXIV . 36 –53.

O God, thou art our God, we will seek thee in faith and prayer ;
we will come to thee by that new and living way which thou hast
opened and consecrated for us to walk in , making mention of the

righteousness of Christ, and of his only , and rejoicing that the stone
has been rolled away from the door ofthe sepulchre, and that Christ
has risen a conqueror, and more than a conqueror. We praise and

adore thee , almighty andmost gracious Father, that, in our low and
lost estate , thou hast cared for us, and hast given us thine own well
beloved Son , who has undertaken for us, and stood, in our room and
stead, the great propitiatory sacrifice — the Lamb ofGod who taketh
away the sins of the world. To him , our Beloved , will we betake
ourselves in all our distresses, until the day break and the shadows
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flee away ; and we implore thee, heavenly Father, to enable us, with

the feeling of the apostle , to say, We are crucified with Christ, nev
ertheless we live ; yet, not we, but Christ liveth in us, and the life
which we now live in the flesh , we live by the faith of the Son of

God, who loved us, and gave himself for us. We rejoice in Jesus
as a prince and deliverer, to rule over and defend his people by his
sceptre ; as a priest, to intercede for them ; as a shepherd, to guide

them . Our glorying is this, that when he ascended on high, he left
behind him his peace - -the peace that passeth understanding, as the
inheritance of those who love his name, and are waiting for his ap

pearing, when he shall come the second time in the glory of his
Father, with the holy angels, to separate forever between the clean
and the unclean , and to take his flock to himself, to feed them in

the green pastures of heaven , and beside the still waters that are
there. We desire, O Lord , to give thee thanks for bringing us to
the close of another day of our lives. Thou hast supplied our re
turning wants , and showered thy liberal blessings upon us. We

thank thee for all the temporal mercies of the week . With a still
more fervent gratitude, we thank thee for the spiritual advantages
with which, during the week, we have been favored : the many

blessed opportunities of secret and family prayer, of reading the
scriptures, of communing with thee in our hearts, and of practically
obeying those laws of thine which are not grievous, but have so

strong a tendency to confer health , contentment, and prosperity.
Wenow implore thee, O Lord, to be preparing us for the solem

nities of the coming sabbath . Wewould bear in mind , that this is
the preparation , the day before the sabbath .

Protect us during the

night ; bring us, if it please thee, to the light of another day of the
Son ofman ; and grant to us and ours, thy presence and blessing at

all times, and all we ask , is for Jesus' sake. Amen.

Eighteenth Werk.
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALM LV.
LORD God Almighty , who didst of thine infinite grace, and in
thy great wisdom , devise a plan of deliverance for us, rebellious

and iniquitous creatures; most holy,most merciful Father ! do thou
permit us, on this the blessed morning of our Lord's resurrection from
The dead to draw near to thee, in adoring gratitude, and with songs
of Hosanna on our lips. The glad sound is in our ears, Ho, every
one that thirsteth , come ye to the waters ; whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely ; that full and free offer we would
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gladly embrace ; and as the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so

would our souls pant after thee, O God . We were lying in our
blood ; we were brands already in the burning ; we were exposed ,
forever, to all the fierceness of thy just indignation ; we could do

nothing to redeem our own souls, or to satisfy for our sins. Praise
then, for evermore, to thy mercy and thy gentleness, which have
made us great ; for the cross has been raised on Calvary, and on
that cross the great atonement has been completed ; death and sin
have been vanquished ; the head of the serpent has been bruised ;
an everlasting righteousness has been brought in ; there is now no
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after

the flesh but after the Spirit ; and in Him who died for us and rose
again , we will evermore rejoice, and do implore thee to grant, that
the sabbaths we enjoy on earth may prove to us all to be a foretaste

ofan unending sabbath-rest in thebosom of Jesus above. Heavenly
Father, we thank thee for thy preservation of us through the night.

May we be in the Spirit on this blessed day ; may thy servant who
is to address us in thy name, have power given him to deliver such

a message as shall suit our case, edify us, and bring us to thee, with
a subdued and child -like heart. May we this day, under the preach
ing of the truth as it is in Jesus, experience that the word of God is
quick , and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword , piercing

even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow , and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

May many be converted ; may thy people be built up in their most
holy faith . Bewith such as are prevented ,by necessary causes, from
waiting on thee in thy house of prayer ; O do thou bless and com

fort them , in what afflictions or occupations soever they may be, and
cause them to experience that thou art not confined to houses made
with hands, but that thou art ever present with the contrite and be
lieving . And do thou , who art the God of the sabbath , beget in all

hearts a deepening veneration for thine own day, and in a way of
mercy, bring those who desecrate this day to honor it and thee, and
to find safety in Him whose resurrection this day shoys forth . And

now , O Lord, do thou accept of, and answer, these ur prayers, for
our Redeemer's sake. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING. — PSALMS LVI. LVII.
LORD God of our fathers, we would now close this holy, peace
ful, and blessed day, which thou in thy great wisdom and mercy
hast bestowed upon us, in thanksgiving to thee for the sabbath rest,
and the sabbath instructions we have enjoyed ; praying thee, that

through faith in Christ, who as on this day rose from the dead , the
first-fruits of them that sleep, wemay attain to that better rest which
remaineth for the people of God, when we shall walk before thee in

the light of the living. We thank thee, gracious Father, for the gilt
18
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of the holy scriptures, inspired of thee, which are able to make us
wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus ; and we
desire to feel how great is our responsibility, living as we do under
the clear shining of a light so glorious. In God we will praise his
word ; in the Lord we will praise his word . Do thou enable us to

discharge all the vows, and to fulfil all the resolutions to be thine in
heart and life , which we have this day been led to form under the

preaching of the word. Our hearts are fixed , O Lord ; our hearts
are fixed ; we will sing and give praise. O grant that the impres
sions of this day may remain with us through the week , so that men
may take notice of us that we have been with Jesus. We are ex

posed to manifold temptations ; the love ofmany waxeth cold ; may
the Holy Spirit, the sanctifier, without whom we can do nothing, in

habit within us, as in a living temple, and make us thy separated,
covenanted , and peculiar heritage. We entreat thee, living and true
God, in behalf of thy servants who have this day been laboring in

the word and doctine ; that many conversions occurring under their
ministry may gladden their hearts ; that a banner may be given to
them to display because of the truth ; and that they may see the
walls of Jericho fall before the sound of the gospel trumpet. Do

thou go forth with all who devote themselves to the missionary work
in foreign lands ; approve the great cause of missions to be thine
own cause , Lord God Jehovah ; disperse to the four winds of heaven
all heathen, Mohammedan , and popish delusions ; may the clear light
of the Star of Bethlehem break through every opposing cloud , till
the day come, thou hastening its coming, when as there is one God,

Saviour, and Sanctifier in heaven, there shall be one faith, one love,
one fold on earth . Even so, come, Lord Jesus ! Take unto thee,
beloved Lord , thy mighty power, and reign.

Do thou be near, gra

cious Father, this night, as we sleep, giving us quiet and healthful
rest, and if such be thy will, bringing us to the light of another day.

Be ever with us, and with all whom we love, whether in health or
sickness, whether in prosperity or adversity . Guide us while we
live ; support us when we are dying ; and thereafter receive us to

everlasting glory , through the atoning blood of the covenant. And
all we ask is for Christ's sake alone. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . – 1 SAMUEL II.
O God, thou art he who seiteth the solitary in families, and thou
hast promised to be the God of all the families of Israel. We praise
thee for the endearing ties by which we are united. May they con
strain us to pray and labor with a view to one another's true welfare,
temporal and eternal. We thank thee for the blessing of godly pa

rents and relatives, and for the unspeakable advantages of early in

struction in the fear of the Lord. Alas, O God, bow disproportioned
has our improvement been to the number of our opportunities !
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How far short have we come of thy glory ! Give us, we beseech

thee, a spirit of repentance for our past sins and imperfections.
Cleanse us in that fountain thou hast opened to the house of David .

And grant unto us wisdom and grace to walk in the way in which

thy servants have taught us, to follow their path, considering the
end of their conversation , and to set thee, the Lord, ever before us,
that thou mayest direct our steps. We bless thee for our preserva
tion through the night, and for the mercies of this morning. We
bless thee for the spiritual rest of the past sabbath , for the solemn
services of thy sanctuary, and the opportunities we enjoyed of enter

ing into thy courts, and paying our vows unto the Most High . May
a sanctifying influence remain upon our hearts from the sacred exer.
cises in which we were then engaged . May thy Spirit seal every
good impression upon our hearts. May he lead us into all truth ;
and, amid the turmoil and business of the world, to which we are
about to return, may he call up those motives and considerations by
which we should be actuated as the professed disciples of the Lord
Jesus. Lord , let not the love of things seen and temporal exclude

from our contemplation the invisible realities of the eternal world .

Write with thine own finger the solemn truths of thy word upon our
souls ; and may we be living epistles of Christ, written not with ink ,

but with the Spirit of the living God, known and read of all men.
We look to thee for needful support and guidance in the duties and
trials of the day. Prepare us for prosperity, its dangers and seduc

tions; prepare us for adversity , its disappointments and bereave
ments ; prepare us for our great and last change, and fit us for spend .
ing an eternity with thee. Increase our faith , our spirituality, our
heavenly -mindedness ; and as every day is bringing us nearer to the
hour of our departure, may every day find us living more with a
view to our final account, and growing in a meetness for the inherit

ance of the saints in light. And now , may the very God of peace
sanctify uswholly ; and we pray God that our whole spirit, and soul,
and body, be preserved blameless unto the mind of our Lord Jesus
Cbrist. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . — JOHN 1, 1- 14 .
O God , we thank thee that thou hast not left thyself without a
witness. We bless thee that the only -begotten Son, which is in the
bosom of the Father, he hath declared thee.

And with the liveliest

gratitude and the deepest reverence would we adore that Word,who
in the beginning was with God , and was God , and who, in the ful.
ness of time, came into a world that knew him not, and was made
flesh , and shed his precious blood for the offspring of his own crea
tive power, that to as many as received him he might give the privi.
lege to become the sons of God , even to them that believe on his

name. Forbid , O Lord, that this light having come into the world ,
the darkness of our corrupt hearts should refuse to comprehend it.
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As thou didst at first command the light to shine out of darkness, so
do thou shine into our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ. Without wisdom and
grace from on high, we must lie lost in the maze of our own follies

and errors; for we are of a frail and fallible nature, blinded by sin
and prejudice , and bewildered by uncertainty. Enrich our souls,
then, with those spiritual gifts of which we stand in need. And,
under the guidance of the Holy Ghost, may we be led to acquiesce
in the wisdom , and to perceive the suitableness, to our wants and

circumstances, of that scheme of redemption whereby we are saved,
solely of free and sovereign grace, through faith in the righteousness
of our divine surety. Merciful God, look upon him whom thou hast
pierced, and for his sake restore unto us the joy of thy salvation ;
take away all our sins, and receive us graciously . We rejoice that
he came into the world to save sinners, for sinners we are, O Lord ;
our own hearts condemn us, much more must thou who art greater

than our hearts, and knowest all things. Nevertheless, reject us not,
though there be no good in us ; but as in Christ, thy Son , thou art
ever well-pleased, so in him be thou also well pleased with us, and
through his meritorious obedience and atoning death , accept of us as
righteous in thy sight. While we pray for ourselves, we at the
same time offer up our prayers in behalf of a world lying in wicked
ness. Visit the dark corners of the earth, and cause ignorance and
horrid cruelty speedily to disappear before the enlightening and
humanizing influence of the Sun of righteousness. Bless, in an
eminent manner, our native land, and all orders and degrees of men
amongst us. May all in authority rule in thy fear, and may those
under them live quiet and peaceable lives, in all godliness and hon
esty . We pray for the ministers of thy word throughout the land ,
that they may be men of power, by the Spirit of the Lord of hosts,
and that by the eloquence of their lives, and the purity of their doc
trines, they may draw many from their idols to the service of the

living God, and may edify and build up thy people in their most
holy faith . Abundantly bless our friends, and graciously forgive
our enemies. Finally, O Lord , we pray for all who stand in need of

comfort and consolation . Have compassion on the sick and the sor
rowful. Mitigate the severities to which the poor are exposed ; and
do thou put it into the hearts of those to relieve them to whom thou
hast given the ability. We commend ourselves to thy care through
the night. Let no evil come nigh our dwelling ; and if we should
see the light of another morning, may we rise refreshed, to follow
with new ardor in our Christian course. And all that we ask is for

the sake and in the name of Christ. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING. — 1 SAMUEL III.
WE adore thee, O Lord, as our continual preserver and benefactor

Thou art never weary in doing us good

Thou givest us all thing;
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richly to enjoy. Thou preservest our souls from death , our eyes
from tears, and our feet from falling.

Blessed be God, who daily

loadeth us with his benefits, even the God of our salvation. We

praise thy name above all, for the high hopes to which thy people
are called in thy word, and for the precious promises of an undefiled
and unfading inheritance in heaven . Alas ! what reason have we
to bewail our insensibility to what is noble and exalted in our pros
pects, when we think of the slight influence they exercise over us,
and that unmoved , by their native attractions, we require all thy
reproofs and threatenings to compel us to attend to our own best in
terests. O Lord , may the powerful working of thy Holy Spirit over

come our aversion to things spiritual and heavenly. And may he
lead us to attend to the things that belong to our eternal peace, lest
they be forever hid from our eyes. May we anticipate the day of
Christ's second coming, when he shall be revealed from heaven in
flaming fire, and we shall each appear before his judgment-seat, to
receive his award. Grant to us, o God, so to live and watch , that
these hopes and expectations may be to us full of joy. May we have

our loins habitually girt about with truth , and the lamp of faith
burning in our hearts, that we may go forth to meet our Lord with
joy, and not with grief, and may enter in with him , ere the door be
shut. Be with us, O Lord, this day. Bless us in our out-goings and
in-comings, and keep us under the shadow of thy wings. Deliver
us from all fears and dangers of a temporal nature, from anguish of
mind and pain of body, from being disturbed with worldly cares and
griefs, compassed about with wants, and beset with the perils either
of poverty or of riches. O thou who providest the ravens their food,
and arrayest in beauty the lilies of the fields, do thou supply all our

returning wants; and give us that composure of mind amid all the
dispensations of thy providence which flows from a sense of our de
pendence on a bountiful and merciful Father, who afflicteth not will

ingly, nor grieveth the children of men. Above all things, may thy
good Spirit keep our souls from the evil that is in the world . May
he enable us to resist the wiles and temptations of the devil. And
may the grace of God which hath appeared to all men , bringing sal
vation, effectually teach us to deny all ungodliness and worldly lusts,
and to live soberly , righteously and godly in this present world , look
ing for the blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God , and our Saviour Jesus Christ. And now unto God the Fa
ther, & c .

TUESDAY EVENING . JOHN I. 15 –51.
O THOU everlasting Father and prince of peace, we bless thee that
thou didst send thy messenger before thee, to prepare thy way, and
to bear witness of thee, that all men might believe in thee for the re
mission of sins. Grant unto us hearts gratefully to receive his testi

mony, and to believe the record, that God hath given to us eternal
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life, and this life is in his Son . And believing this record ,may we
be enabled to imitate in thy service the zeal,and ardor, and sincerity

of thy forerunner. May we not be ashamed of the gospel of Christ.
Being made partakers of his spiritual baptism ,may we rise with him
unto newness of life ; and knowing him experimentally in the beau

ty of his person, the perfection of his righteousness, the fulness and
all-sufficiency of his grace, may we rejoice to acknowledge our obli
gations to thee, and to speak of the glories and excellencies of Him ,
of whom the Father declared, This is my beloved Son , in whom I am
well pleased . And may our love and admiration of him appear es
pecially in our earnest desires that those near and dear to us may be

brought to taste and see that thou art gracious. O may we all be
members of that holy and heavenly family of which God is the

Father, Christ the elder brother, and whose spiritual supplies the
Holy Ghost graciously furnishes according to the necessities of the
several members. We desire, heavenly Father, to bewail before

thee the sins and short-comings of the past day. Wash us, we un
feignedly beseech thee, in the blood of Jesus Christ, which cleanseth
from all sin , and grant us more and more to become one spirit with

him , as he becameone flesh with us. Write a law of gratitude upon

our hearts for the undeserved mercies, temporal and spiritual, we
daily enjoy at thy hand ; and may our gratitude appear in an increased
devotedness to thy service, and a growing conformity to thine image.

Wepray for others as well as for ourselves. Bless the whole family

of mankind, and give success to the means employed for extending
to others the religious privileges we ourselves enjoy. May the Sun
of righteousness enlighten every land, and the Day -star from on high
arise upon those who are living in the shadow of death . We im

plore thy special blessing on our native country, and that thou
wouldest long preserve to her the inestimable benefits of outward
peace and inward security. Let thy corn and wine abound, that
there may be food in our land for man and beast. Bless all consti

tuted authorities throughout the land. May they legislate and rule
in thy fear, and with a single eye to the peace, the happiness, the

moral and religious well-being of the whole people. Our friends
and relatives, wherever they are , do thou abundantly bless, and keep
them from the evil that is in the world, especially from the evil of

offending thee. O Lord , we pray for all in every quarter who stand
in need of comfort and consolation. Bow down thine ear unto their
cry, and sanctify the afflictions with which they are visited to their
spiritual improvement and growth in grace. We desire to commit
our bodies and souls to thy keeping through the night. Watch over

and all our day the dood ofthe spring,stor Christ;

our slumbers, and should we be raised to the light of a new day,
may we spend it and all our days in thy fear. And now the God of
peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
make us perfect in every good work , to do his will, working in us

that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ ; to
whom he glory forever and ever. Amen .
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WEDNESDAY MORNING. — 1 SAMUEL IV.
Thou art great, O Lord , and greatly to be praised ; thou art to be
feared above all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols, but
the Lord made the heavens. Honor and majesty are before thee ;

strength and beauty are in thy sanctuary. Thy glory thou wilt not
give to another, neither thy praise to graven images. O Lord, all
flesh have corrupted their way before thee. They have all been
guilty of departing from the living God . They have not liked to
retain God in their knowledge. They have worshipped and served
the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Alas !
alas ! we still feel that the human heart is prone to follow after idols.

It still goeth after its covetousness, too readily yielding up to some
object of earthly attachment, that place in its ailections which thou
alone art entitled to occupy . We lament to think how much we are

disposed to walk in the sight of our own eyes, and after the imagi
nation of our own hearts, to trust in the wisdom of our own devices,
and to go forth in the confidence of our bwn strength . O teach us

that our own wisdom is but folly , and that our own strength is but
weakness. Let us no longer worship that which is not God, nor
place our trust in an arm of flesh . Let us no longer have any con
fidence in any of our own purposes or performances, in any of our

own services or sufferings, but only in Hin who giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us, O Lord,

notwithstanding our manifold sins and provocations. We would
think , both with comfort and with holy awe, of thy mercy and judg.

ment which were mingled in thy dealings with thy offending people
of old . Thou wast a God that forgavest them , though thou seekest
vengeance of their inventions. When thou seest fit to correct us for
our iniquities, () do thou remember mercy ; and even when we are
smarting under the rod of thy chastisements, enable us to say, ' It is
the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good .' As a proof that thou

hast not forgotten to be gracious, o help us even in the deepest of

our aillictions, to feel a holy and permanent concern for the glory of
thy name, the purity of thy worship, and the triumph of thy gospel.
Let each of us be ready to say, Though he slay me yet will I trust in
him . Even under the hiding of thy countenance let us be convinced
that thou wilt never forsake us utterly . Most merciful God ! we
have laid us down and slept; we have awaked, for the Lord sustained

us. Keep us in thy fear during the whole course of the day, to
which thou hast brought us. Amid the various duties and endear
ments of life, may we never forget that thou God seest us, that thy
favor is life , and thy loving-kindness better than life. Show us thy
salvation . May we love each other out of a pure heart, fervently,
but so thatGod in Christ Jesus, shall at all times,in the supreme ob
ject of our love. Guide us by thy counsel, and afterwards receive us
into glory , through. Jesus Christ our strength and Redeemer. Amen .
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WEDNESDAY EVENING . — JOHN II.
ALMIGHTY and most blessed God, we adore and worship thee as
the king eternal, immortal, and invisible . No man hath seen God

at any time; the only -begotten Son , who is in the Father, he hath
declared him . Great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest

in the flesh . We thank thee that the Word was made flesh , and

dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only.
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth . We rejoice to
know , that he is the one Mediator between God and man , and it is
through him alone, that we now venture to approach thy footstool.
We bless thee, O Lord, thatwhile it pleased thee that in him all the

fulness of the Godhead should dwell, and that all men should honor
the Son even as also they honor the Father, he graciously con
descended , after becoming a partaker of our nature, to partake of the
innocent enjoyments of human life, and to adorn and hallow , by his
presence, the meetings of those who rejoiced with trembling, and

who were ready to receive him as the sent of God . We bless thee
that although he came to bear our griefs and carry our sorrows, he
graciously shared in the endearments and in the joys of those who,

by seeking his fellowship , showed that, even in their gladness, the
fear of God was before their eyes. Webless thee, that great as was

his zeal for themanifestation of the glory of God, great also was his
zeal in doing good to the souls and bodies of men, seeking to leave
a blessing behind him in every family into which he entered. We
give thee thanks, O Lord, for the gracious invitations which he has
addressed to us in the gospel. O that we may listen to his voice,
Come eat of my bread , and drink of the wine which I have mingled .

Ho, every one that thirsteth , come ye to the waters,and he that hath
no money, come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price . Having professedly believed on

him for his works' sake — having believed the testimony which thou
hast given us of thy Son - having been persuaded and captivated by
the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth ; may we be
ever careful to adorn the doctrines of God our Saviour ; and wher
ever we are, in whatever society we appear, whether we eat or drink ,

or whatsoever we do,may we do all to the glory ofGod . And now

most merciful Father, if, in the course of the past day, we have at
any time forgotten the invisible presence in which we were placed ;
if in the intercourse of business, the relaxations of society, or the

endearments of the family circle , we have done anything which our
divine Master would not have countenanced , and cannot approve ;

do thou, for his sake, graciously forgive us. Thou knowest what is
in each of us ; O do thou cleanse us from all filthiness of the flesh,

and of the Spirit. May our bodies and souls be as living temples of
the Holy Ghost; and may we be prepared at last for being admitted
unto the society and the felicities of the upper sanctuary, ainid the
spirits of just men made perfect. We would now , O Lord , both lay
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us down in peace, and sleep : for thou, Lord, only makest us dwell
in safety. And all we ask, is through Jesus Christ, the Son of thy
love. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . — 1 SAMUEL IX .

EVER-BLESSED and most glorious God, how unsearchable are thy
judgments, and thy ways past finding out ! Thou doest according
to thy will in the armies of heaven , and among the inhabitants of
the earth ; and none can stay thy hand , or say unto thee, What doest

thou ? Thou art the Most High , who rulest in the kingdom ofmen ,
and givest it to whomsoever thou wilt. Thou art God , and there
is none else.

Thou declarest the end from the beginning , and froin

ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsei
shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure. Thou preservest and
governest all thy creatures and all their actions. Thou leavest them ,
while answerable to thee, to follow the dictates of their own feelings
and inclinations, and yet overrulest these for the accomplishment of

thine own purposes. Thou guidest them by a hand unseen , and
leadest them by a way which they have not known. The heart of
man deviseth his way, but the Lord directeth his steps. The lot is
cast into the lap ; but the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord .

O

Lord, we have been guilty of departing from thee, the living God .
All of us, like sheep, have gone astray. When we are the farthest
from thee, we are the least disposed to understand our errors or seek

after God . O turn away our hearts and our eyes from beholding

vanity ; and quicken thou us in thy way. Instead of being eagerly
engaged in pursuing some of the various formsofworldly honor, ad

vantage, or enjoyment, do thou teach us to seek first the kingdom
ofGod , and his righteousness, and all these things, so far as needful,
shall be added unto us. We thank thee, O Lord , that thou sentest

thy Son into the world , to seek and to save that which was lost ;
that all who believe in his name have been chosen in him before the

foundation of the world , and that he 'vas solemnly declared , “ Ilim

that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out.' Enable us, we be
seech thee, cordially to acceptof his gracious invitations ; to embrace
him as all our salvation and all our desire ; to submit ourselves to his
authority as our only spiritual sovereign ; to place ourselves and all

our affairs entirely at his disposal; to render him the undivided
homage of our affections and our lives ; and to rejoice in the blessed
prospect of being made partakers with him in the kingdom which he
has purchased and prepared for all them that love him . Heavenly

Father, we are unworthy of the very least of thy favors. We are
unworthy either of the bounties of thy providence, or of the privi
leges and ordinances of thy gospel. We are unworthy either to

hear or to declare the word of reconciliation ;' yet may we not on
this, or on any other ground, presume to decline any duty to which
thou art pleased to call us. In every department of thy service ,
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souls. We would set out on the journey and duties of the present

day, beseeching thee, with thine eye set upon us, to give us direction .
Show us, in all things, what thou wouldest have us to do or to

avoid ; and be thou ever at our right hand, that we may not be
moved . Pardon the sins of these our services, and accept of and

answer us, for the sake of Jesus Christ thy Son ; and the glory be
thine, now and for evermore. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - JOHN III.

O LORD, thou art the Father of the spirits of all flesh. Thou
madest man at first in thine own image, in knowledge, righteous
ness , and true holiness , and crownedst him with glory and honor.

But we have sinned, O God, and art by nature the children ofwrath
even as others. Thou , O Lord , are glorious in holiness ; evil cannot
dwell with thee ; and into thy presence nothing that defileth can
enter. We desire to feel the momentousness of the declaration ad .

dressed to us by Him who alone can show us the Father, and who
is the one Mediator between God and man, and that we must be
born again ; that except we be born of the Spirit, we cannot enter
into the kingdom of God . We thank thee for the blessed assurance

which he also has given us, that thou wilt give the Holy Spirit to

them that ask thee. Breathe on us, O Lord, and say to us, Receive
ye the Holy Ghost. May the Spirit convince us, if not already con
vinced , of our sin and misery ; may he enlighten our minds in the

knowledge of Christ; may he renew our wills ; and thus may he per
suade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ, as he is freely offered

to us in the gospel. Weadore and magnify thy name, most gracious
God, for that infinite , unchangeable, and everlasting love which
prompted thee to send thine only-begotten and well-beloved Son into
the world, in the likeness of sinful flesh , to become the propitiation

for our sins, and by his obedience unto death, by his perfect, his
as many as believe in his name. When we think of thine utter ab

horrence of sin and of the awful extent in which it has polluted our
whole souls, and when we think , at the same time, of thine ineffable

delight in Him who was the brightness of thy glory, and the express
image of thy person, how shall we speak of that love wherewith thou
hast loved us, when thou sparedst not thine own Son , but deliver.
edst him up for us all !

This is, indeed , a love which passeth knowl

edge. Othat we may love Him who first loved us. O that we
may show our love by the keeping of his commandments. Othat

wemay thus adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, by a life and
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conversation such as becometh the gospel, and thus have the happi.
ness of finding that thy Spirit, by the increase of his graces in our
souls, is testifying with our spirits, that we are born again , and that
our works are wrought in God . O Lord , we feel that we need to be

daily renewed unto repentance. Pardon , we beseech thee, the sins
of the past day. This night be at peace with our souls; give us re.
freshing sleep ; and, when the night of death overtakes us, may we

have an entrance ministered to us abundantly into thine everlasting
kingdom - into the rest which remaineth for the people of God .

And all thatwe ask , is for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FRIDAY MORNING . – 1 SAMUEL X .
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, we are thy creatures, and thou
ever rulest over us by thy power. Enable us to feel with solemnity
of spirit, and in the exercise of faith , that it is with thee in all things
we have indeed to do. What have we that is not thine ; and what
are all our possessions without thy blessing and favor. However
small our portion of the good things of this life, with thy blessing we

shall be happy, and without it we can only have indignation and
wrath as our portion, both now and forever. We confess before thee,
that our hearts are by nature worldly, sinful,and altogether polluted ,

that our affectionsare estranged from thee, our understandings dark
ened, and our imaginations vain and evil, and that continually .
Weare children of disobedience, and therefore heirs of wrath . Thou ,

O God ,hast been pleased to reveal thy grace,thine abounding grace ,
by Jesus Christ thy Son , who is one with thee, the brightness of the

Father's glory, and the express image of his person . By him thou
last perfected, and thou hast brought nigh unto us, a way of deliv
erance from the wrath to come; and a way of access to every bless

ing of thy favor, both in time and eternity. But we confess before
thee, that we have not given due heed to the salvation which his
glorious gospel proclaims, and freely offers. In all these things, we

have grievously sinned ; we have done despite to thy beloved Son ,
and to thy Holy Spirit: and we have peculiarly deserved the wrath
of God . O Lord , have mercy upon us, miserable sinners. We do
beseech thee, in the name of Jesus Christ, and for his sake, to

enlighten our understanding,that we may behold of thy divine glory ;

and that we may learn the exceeding sinfulness of sin, the sin which
is in us, each one ; and that wemay truly repent and turn to thee,
with grief and hatred of our sin , and with full purpose and endeavor
after new obedience. For this end, O be thou pleased to renew our

will, and persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ, as he is
freely offered to us in the gospel. Send thy Spirit, thy blessed, gra
cious, almighty Spirit,who is one with the Father, and with the Son,
that he may work in us effectually ; that he may lead us to Christ,
that he may unite us to Christ by a living faith, and that being so
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united to hiin who is the head, we may be members indeed of his
body, the church , and in him be new creatures ; and that a new heart

may be created in us, and a right spirit implanted in us. Save us,
O Lord , from trusting to any righteousness or deeds of ourown, for sal.

vation . Save us from being satisfied with being outwardly numbered
with thy people. Save us, O Lord, from the power of the world , and
from all its vanities. Save us from deceiving ourselves,thinking that
we are converted , if thou seest us to be still unconverted . Bless to
each one of us thy holy word : may we be instructed savingly by it.

Bless to our souls the whole means of grace, private and public .
Pour forth thy Spirit upon us, and upon all who are outwardly privi
leged as we are, that we and they may be sanctified by the truth : thy

word is truth . Thou hast promised thy blessing upon theprovision of
Zion ; O fulfil thy promise through Jesus Christ, and by his Spirit,
that thy namemay be glorified , and thy church increased everywhere
on earth , and perishing sinners saved . Bless, O God , all thy people
on earth , and all thy servants in the gospel of thy Son . May thy
glorious gospel go forth unto the utmost endsof the earth ; and hasten
the time when they shall remember, and turn to thee. Wethank thee,
as the God of our mercies, for the rest of the past night, and for the
blessings and comforts of a new day. Wewould dedicate ourselves,
and all that is ours, every day to thee. Preserve us this day from all
evil and danger,and from all the ways of temptation. May we com
mune with thee in our hearts, amidst all the labors of our hands.
Give thy blessing to our lot and our portion ; and encompass us with
thy favor as with a shield . Bless all our friends, forgive our enemies,
and give us forgiving hearts ; and may the law of kindness to all

men be in our spirit continually . Prepare us for all thy holy will,
conducting us by thy counsel. And graciously hear and answer

these our united supplications, which we offer in the name and
through the merits and intercession of Jesus Christ, to whom , with

thee
and the Holy Spirit, one God, be all praise and glory forever
Amen
.

FRIDAY EVENING . — JOHN iv . 1- 30.
O LORD,we come before thee in the name of Jesus Christ thy Son ,
and unto thee would we seek by him who is the way , and the truth ,

and the life. We are altogether unworthy and undeserving of thy
mercy or favor ; but thou, in thine everlasting grace, hast ordained
salvation for such guilty sinners as we are.

Thou hast sent thy be

loved Son into the world in our likeness ; and we would bless thy
name, as God manifested by him , that he hath given us sure testi
mony of thy loving-kindnesses, and of thy tender mercies. We

would render thanksgiving to thee that we have been favored with
the revelation of the glorious gospel. O Lord, we confess our abuse

of this great and precious blessing, in our not being led by it to seek
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tly salvation as the one thing needful. Suffer us not, we humbly
entreat thee, to be satisfied with a form of godliness. Thou art
declaring to us by thy Son that those who worship thee, must wor
ship thee in spirit and in truth . Awaken thou our souls to see our
need of being made truly such worshippers of thee, asGod and our
God .

Thy Spirit is good , lead thou us into the land of upright

ness : into this spiritual saving knowledge of thyself,which would ef

fently thou know would spi

fectually incline our hearts to worship , to love, and to serve thee con
tinually . Thou art thoroughly acquainted with our hearts cach one.

And if thou knowest any one of us now before thee to be yet igno
rant of thyself, and worshipping thee only in the oldness of the
letter , 1 may thy blessed Spirit quicken us, giving us life. And as
we read the kindness of Christ, his compassion to sinners, so we
know , that as he was and is, such is the Spirit also , as one with him

in the glorious Godhead ; and in applying the work of salvation to
sinners, in coming to them , and dwelling with them , converting and
sanctifying the soul. May he come to us, and in our hearts may he

dwell, that wemay truly know the truth of ail that Jesus Christ de
clares to us by his living word of truth ; and knowing and feeling
the truth in its power, may we flee to himself, who is alone our
sure refuge, our righteousness, and our strength . May we be quick
ened together with him ; and may we be kept learning of him , and
growing in conformity to his blessed and holy image. And by thy
word may each of us be daily enabled to lay aside all malice, and all
guile , and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil-speaking ; and may
we, as new -born babes,desire the sincere milk of his holy word , that

we may grow thereby. Forgive our sins, which we have this day
committed against thee, whether in heart, in speech, or in conduct.
And , O grant, that by thy grace ruling in us, we may be daily more
and more dying unto sin and living unto righteousness. Enable us
to show forth the praises of him who calleth us ; and every day of
our lives to be looking forward to the day of his coming, when we
Give us this night, in him , thy blessing and favor. Let no evil come
nigh our dwelling. May we be safe in thy keeping ; and if brought
to another day, may we rise again in thy fear ; and may our hearts
seek the Lord, and live. We commend to thee, in Jesus Christ, all
for whom we ought tu piay. Command thou thy blessings in and

through him upon them . O may thy kingdom come; and may our
kindred, and friends, and neighbors, be blest in its coming to them
truly in power.

And may it be extended throughout the whole

world , until all the families of mankind shall worship thee in spirit
and in truth . May all who love thee and thy salvation, prosper.

May our lot and our inheritance, and all the dealings of thy provi
dence towards us, be blessed of thee to us unitedly , and to each one

of us. Prepare us for all thy holy will, and keep us by thy power,
through faith unto salvation.

And all that we ask is in the name

and for the sake of Jesus Christ, to whom , with thee and the Holy

Spirit, one God, be all power, and praise, and glory . Amen .
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SATURDAY MORNING . – 1 SAMUEL XV.
O LORD,we confess and lament in thy presence that our hearts by
nature are altogether unfaithful to thee and to thy glory 's cause, in

our own souls, and in the world , and that we are continually trans

gressing against thee. We are by nature lovers of sin , and not of
righteousness and holiness. We beseech thee, O Lord , to have
mercy upon us, and to visit our souls with thy salvation, sending to
us, for the sake of Jesus Christ, thy Holy Spirit, to convince us of
the real evil, the exceeding sinfurness of sin , that wemay truly re

pent, and turn from sin to thee, with all our hearts. And we stand
in need of receiving from thee that new heart which thou art prom
ising to give ; for without thee, and without thine effectual work
ing in us to that end , we can do nothing aright ; we cannot glorify
thee as God and our God. They who are in the flesh cannot please
God . We pray that thou wouldst be pleased to remember us in the

love thou bearest to thine own, the unspeakable love thou hast man
ifested by Jesus Christ, thy Son, to perishing , guilty, unworthy sin
ners. Such sinners are we; and, O Lord, for his sake on whom

thou didst lay the chastisement of iniquity , we pray that thou
wouldst forgive our sins that are past, working in us faith in his
glorious name, and enabling us, through faith , to receive the atone
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we come to thee, in his name in whom thou art well pleased , and
we would say, Wedesire to believe, Lord , help thou our unbelief, and

enable us to be conquerors over it. O that we were, by the faith

of thy Spirit, united to thy Son, that having in him a perfect right
eousness imputed to us, we might be accepted in thy sight, and that

wemight be partakers also of his life . Enable us, at this time, to
receive with meekness the engrafted word. May we fear lest there
be in any one of us the evil heart of unbelief which departs from
the living God ; and if thou seest any one of us still to have it,
while we may be deceiving ourselves, may we fear when we read
of those who had such a promising outward appearance, and yet

who were not separated from their sins, because not received in the

spirit of their mind. We thank thee for the mercies of the night
past, and of this day . Command thy blessings this day upon us, as

individuals and as a family. May we be kept and preserved from

evil, from danger, from temptations, and from sin . May we walk
in thy fear ; and may we know the path of duty, in the light of the

knowledge of thy glory .shining in our hearts, according to thy
word ; and may no iniquity obtain dominion over us. Another of
our weeks on earth draws to an end . Our times are wholly in thy

hands. May we be found redeeming the time ; and, O Lord , do
thou prepare us for thine approaching sabbath . May we this day
walk in looking forward to it, and may we receive from thee the

preparation of the heart. Prepare thy blessed ordinances of the
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and teach the everlasting gospel; and do thou, by thy Spirit, bless
it in their hands to the conversion of sinners, and to the edifying of
thy people.

Guide us by thy counsel. Uphold thou our goings,

that wemay glorify thy name. Take away our sins, and graciously
hear and answer our prayers, for Christ's sake. Ainen .

SATURDAY EVENING . — JOHN IV. 31 -54.
O LORD, what are we, thy sinful, rebellious creatures, that thou
shouldst look upon us, or condescend to visit us in such loving-kind .
ness and tender mercy as thou art manifesting in thy glorious gos

pel, by Jesus Christ. We have broken thy holy law , and our
whole nature, and our words and deeds form one continued scene
of sin and transgression against thee. And yet thou art making
manifest, by Jesus Christ, thy Son , that thou hast no pleasure in our

death, but art wishing that we should turn unto thee and live.
None ever had more need of being turned unto thee than we have.
Turn thou us, and we shall be turned . Send forth thy light with

thy truth to our souls, with power and efficacy from on high . O
that we felt in our own souls the need we have of Christ, and of his
gracious kindness, compassion , and love, and of his almighty power
to save. O may we hasten to come unto him while he is yet, by his

word, and by all its appointed means, even teaching in the midst of
us, and declaring to us the glad tidings of great joy. May the time
past be to us more than sufficient to have done the will of the flesh ,
and to be subject to sin and vanity, bringing down upon ourselves
the sure wrath of God ; and may we now feel and know that sin is

our ruin , and that grace alone can save us. We would bless thy
name, O God , that where sin abounded , that grace of thine did yet
more abound, and that the gloriousMediator of the new covenant is

an almighty Redeemer. The blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin .
O do thou lead us, by thy Holy Spirit, to that fountain opened.

And if thy saving work of grace be already begun in any of us now

before thee, O let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, and
in him , and by thy Holy Spirit, and through thine own appointed
means of grace, lead us onward , strengthen us, stablish us, settle us
in the faith of Christ, and in the purifying hope of his coming, and

of his eternal glory. Follow with thy Spirit's teaching to our
hearts, the portion of thy word we have now read and heard. May
it profit us savingly. We thank thee for the mercies granted us

during the day past. May our sins of this day be forgiven . May
we now have access to the grace in which thy people stand ; and

may thy blessing be upon and around us. Keep us in safety during
this night. And if it be thy holy will that we see the light of

another day, as that day, O Lord , is thine own, may we be prepared
to serve thee . O pou : forth thy Holy Spirit upon us, that wemay
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be enabled, on thy holy sabbath, to keep it holy as unto God .
Open thou our ear to hear and our heart to understand . And may
thy holy word be prepared for us, and sent to our souls by the pow .
er of the Holy Ghost. If permitted to worship thee in thy house

of prayer, with our brethren, O Lord, grant us there thy special
grace, that we may grow by the sincere milk of thy word. Give

thy Spirit to thy servants who preach the everlasting gospel. May
they preach it faithfully and fully ; and may all who hear receive
the engrafted word with meekness.

Bless all our relatives, our

benefactors; and forgive our enemies. Fit us for all thy holy will ;
and may thy blessings in Christ be upon us, and upon our lot. O

God, hasten the time when thy holy sabbaths shall be hallowed all
over the world . We commit ourselves to thee. Forgive our sins,

hear our prayers, and graciously accept us in Jesus Christ. Amen.

Il ineteenth Week.
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALMS LVIII. LIX.

ALMIGHTY Father, Lord of heaven and earth, this is the day
which thou hast made. In it we shall rejoice and be glad. On thie
day a greater work than creation was finished , and declared to be

very good . On the morning of this day thy Son, Jesus Christ, our
Saviour, rose from the grave, declaring, not by a voice from heaven ,
as at his baptism , but by his glorious resurrection , that this was thy

beloved Son, in whom thou art well pleased . For the sake of all

that thy beloved Son suffered on earth , we beseech thee to pardon
and pass by our many and great offences. Bestow on us, for the
sake of thy holy One, the blessedness of that man whose sins are

covered , and whose iniquities are blotted out. May Christ this day
be made unto us wisdom , and righteousness, and sanctification , and

everlasting redemption. Give us, good Lord , a sweet sense of thy
love and tender mercy in Christ. Draw our hearts to thyself by
the cords of love, that out of the fulness of our gratitude we may
cry out, What shall we render unto the Lord for all his benefits ?
We would this day renew our engagements to be Christ's, being con
strained , by the mercies of God , to present our bodies a living sacri
fice, holy and acceptable to him , which is our reasonable service.
Fill us with a hatred of all sin and a holy jealousy over ourselves,

and let thy word and Spirit this day strengthen our souls, that we
may go on in our way rejoicing. On this day we would especially
remember, at a throne of grace, the church which thou hast planted
on earth . Be in the midst of all her worshipping assemblies, in all

varts of the world , and let thy word be quick and powerful, discern:
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ing the thoughts and intents of every heart. Especially would we
remember the Church with which we are connected , and which thou

hast watched over since the days of the blessed Reformation,
making it a blessing to us and our fathers. Perpetuate these bless
ings, good Lord , to the latest generations. Revive thy work of

reformation in the midst of the days. Free her from every error in
doctrine and in discipline, and let her clothing be of wrought gold ,
the righteousness of saints. That portion of the vineyard with

which , in thy providence, weare connected, we commend unto the
blessing of the great Head of the Church. Let great grace be upon
thy servant, our pastor. Stand by him in his duties this day, that
he may feed the flock of Christ committed to his charge, as a faith
ful shepherd and bishop of souls. Bless the eldership of the

church, and may they be patterns unto the church , and uphold the
hands of the pastor in every good work . Bless and direct all those
engaged in the instruction of the young on this day. May the
teachers of our youth be all taught of thee. Let them see of the

fruit of their labor for the godly upbringing of the young, that the
next generation may be wiser and better than the present. We

thank thee for the mercies of this morning, and as thou hast re
freshed our bodies by the rest of the night, may our souls be this day
refreshed by thy word and Spirit, that our sabbaths on earth may

be a sweet foretaste of that everlasting sabbath which remains for
thy people. And we would conclude our morning sacrifice in those
words in which our Lord taught us to pray, saying, Our Father, & c .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALMS LX. LXI.

ADORABLE Jehovah, Lord of heaven and earth , who didst so love
this guilty world , as to give thine only -begotten and well-beloved
Son , to suffer in our room and stead , we praise and magnify thy
name for this thy best gift to our world . Thou didst create this
world, and the fulness thereof by a word, but thou didst redeem it

by the tears, and agonies, and death of thy holy One, bringing a

glory to thyself greater than the glory of creation, and to us a peace
and good hope through Christ, better than if we had gained the
whole world . We give thee thanks for what we have read and

heard this day of Immanuel and Immanuel's land . Let not the

cares and lusts of the world ; let not its vanities and pleasures choke
the good seed sown in our own hearts, and render it unfruitful ; but
send from above the dews of thy Spirit, to cause it to grow , and

bear in our hearts the fruit of holy desires and affections. May the

oil with which this day our vessels have been replenished , keep our
strength to carry our holy principles into holy practice, and our
sabbath thoughts into daily life, that by works our faith may be per
fected, becoming stronger and stronger by reason of use,making us

lamps burning brightly throughout this week . Give us divine
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[MONDAY MORNING.

mighty to contend with the temptations, and patientunder the trials,
of lifë . Pardon , good Lord, the sins of thy holy day, of coldness
and formality in our devotions, of careless reading and hearing of
thy word, and of frivolous thoughts and conversation unbecoming

thy day. Mark not the iniquity of our holy things, for in all we sin
and come short of thy glory, but remember in our behalf the Lord
our righteousness, him who had clean hands and a pure heart, and

never lifted up his soul to vanity nor spoke deceitfully. We im .
plore thy protection to us, and all that are near and dear to us,
through the night watches. Let our sleep refresh our bodies and fit

us for the duties of a new day, and spare us to enjoy the light of
Holy Spirit, be everlasting praise, glory, and honor, forever and

another morning, and to thy name, and to thy Son 's name, with the
ever.

Amen .

MONDAY MORNING .- -1 SAMUEL XVI.
HEAVENLY Father, enable us to choose that good part which shall
never be taken from us, not judging after the sight of the eyes, nor
after the hearing of the ears, but considering that which will endure,
and be profitable to our imperishable souls ; for what shall a man
profit though he gain the whole world and lose his own soul, or
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? Forgive us, gra
cious Father, for having, in times past, gone too much along with

the current of the world, as if our hopes and our inheritance were in

this life only. Keep us from ever preferring the pleasures of sin,
which are but for a season , to the riches of Christ, which endure for
ever . Incline us rather to suffer than to sin against thee, and to bear
the reproach of Christ rather than to enjoy, without him , the smiles
of the world . O grant that wemay be amongst those of whom it

may be said, as of David, The Lord is with them . Many there be
who say, Who will show us any good ? Lord, lift thou up the light
of thy countenance upon us, and then shall we be happier than those
whose corn and wine doth most abound . If thou art with us,

whether in poverty or in wealth, in health or in sickness, it will be
well with us, and even the afflictions of life will yield the peaceable

fruits of righteousness. Wegive thee thanks for thy goodness to us
through the silent watches of the night, and for the soundness of
mind, as well as health of body we now enjoy . We laid ourselves
thy presence with us throughout the day. Uphold our steps in thy
paths, and let not temptations prevail against us, and to thee shall
be the glory of all our salvation , through Jesus Christ our Lord .
Amen
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MONDAY EVENING . — JOHN v. 1 - 24.
ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, we adore thee as the God

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom thou art recon
ciling the world unto thyself, not imputing unto men their trespasses.
Thy tender mercy is above all thy works, for when there was no

eye to pity us, and no hand to help, thine eye pitied and thy right
arm wrought our salvation .

Thou didst so love the world as to

give thineonly-begotten Son, thatwhosoever believeth in him might
not perish, but might have everlasting life. We believe in thy Son,
Jesus Christ. We know of no name given under heaven by which
there is salvation, but the name of Jesus. In that name alone we

come this night into thy holy presence . Remember not, heavenly
Father, what manner of creatures we are, but remember what Jesus,

our great advocate and intercessor, is . Behold Christ, our shield.
Look on the face of thine Anointed By his humiliation on earth
in our nature ; by his labors and travail in behalf of the sons of
men ; by all his sufferings, known and unknown , we entreat forgive
ness of our many and great iniquities. If thou, Lord, wert to mark
our transgressions and reckon them up in order before thee, yea, if
thou wert to call us to account for the sins even of any one day of

our lives, which of us would be justified in thy sight ?

Thy law

only searches our hearts and discovers our sins, but that justification

which cometh not to any son of Adam by the deeds of the law ,com
eth to all that believe through the atoning sacrifice and perfect right
eousness of Immanuel. We put our trust under the shadow of his

wings, and desire to be clothed on by his righteousness. We would
go up through this wilderness, leaning on him as the beloved of our
souls. Let thy Spirit take of the things of Christ and show them
unto our souls, that our souls may go on from strength to strength ,
until we arrive in Zion at last. Enable us more and more to honor

thy Son in our lives and conversation,maintaining a walk becoming
the gospel. Carry on, by thy Spirit, the good work thou hast begun
in any of our hearts, that we may grow up to the stature of perfect
men in Christ Jesus, and that wemay have increasing evidences in
ourselves that we are thine by saving and sanctifying faith . Ever
more defend us against the various temptations of life, and let thy

grace be sufficient for us amidst all the vicissitudes of our changing
lot. We thank thee for the goodness and mercy that have guarded
our steps this day. Let thy good providence watch over us, and all
that are near and dear to our hearts , through the silence of the night ;

and after the refreshing sleep of the night, revive us to the light and
enjoyment of another day. And unto thee, the Father, Son, and

Ho y Spirit, be glory, honor, and praise,world without end. Amen.
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( TUESDAY MORNING.

TUESDAY MORNING . – 1 SAMUEL XVII.

ALMIGHTY God, we would unite our hearts to offer the tributo
of our gratitude, because thou hast preserved us during the silent
watches of the past night, and hast allowed us to see the light of a
new day. th Thy mercies are new to tushemevery day. Therefore we

will bless enefits; bless We thank

niyhted world

will bless thy holy name. Bless the Lord, o our souls, and forget

not all his benefits ; bless the Lord , O our souls, and remember his
good and perfect gifts. We thank thee that thou hast made the
Sun of righteousness to arise upon our benighted world, and remove
the gross darkness which covereth the people. Thou hast given thy

Son to be a light of the Gentiles. IIe is the light of the world ; he
that followeth him

shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the

light of life. Send forth, O Lord, thy light and truth into our
hearts, that wemay not walk in the ignorance and carnality of our
fallen nature. Convince us of our sins, in their number, in their

variety, in their aggravations, and in their fearful deserts.

Con .

vince us of our misery if we still lie under the condemnation of
thy broken and despised law , exposed to the hot wrath and the
sore displeasure of the living God ; for who knoweth the power of
his anger ? Awaken us, if any now before thee are sunk in spirit .

ual slumber, and let the arrows of conviction pierce the hearts which
are at enmity with God , and are not subject to his law . Give us the
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of thy Son Jesus
Christ that we may flee to him as the city of refuge, where we shall

be forever secured from the righteous claims of thy avenging justice ;
that we may enter his kingdom as an ark of safety, where we shall
never be swallowed up by the floods and tempests of thy devouring
wrath . Lord , save us ; Lord, help us ; Lord, have mercy upon us.
Make our hearts what thou wouldst have them to be. Renew our

wills, and assume the government of our dispositions, appetites, and
affections. For thy Son 's sake pardon our transgressions, and con
tinue to us the guidance of thy free Spirit. Wedesire to go forth to

the performance ofour Christian duties this day in the spirit of faith ,
and with earnest endeavors after new obedience to thy holy will in
all things. Lord, hear, and answer us, since all that we now ask in

in the name of Jesus Christ, thy Son, and our Saviour. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . — JOHN V . 25 –47.
ALMIGHTY God, we again bow ourselves down at the footstool of
thy throne, whence thou condescendest to regard the words of our
petitions, our thanksgivings, and our confessions. The frailties and

short-comings which attend our very best efforts of obedience to thy
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will follow us in our prayers. Our confidence, therefore , in this,
and every other approach which we make to a throne of grace, is
not in ourselves, but is founded on the merits and finished work of

Jesus Christ. His name is our confidence, that what we now ask
we shall receive, and that what we seek , we shall find, and that
when we knock, it shall be opened to us. At the close of another
day, we would now entreat thy free forgiveness of the sins which we
have committed , and entreat also thy gracious acceptance of our at
tempts to act in accordance with thy holy commandments.

We

gladly look upon Christ as the altar which alone sanctifies whatever

either of will or of deed thy Spirit worketh in us of his good pleas
ure. For thy Son's sake, accept our persons, our works, and our
supplications. Christ having redeemed us from the curse of the law ,
being made a curse for us, we desire henceforth to adopt thy law as

the sole rule of our life and conduct. Lord, acquaint us with the

exceeding breadth of thy commandments. By them is thy servant
warned , and in keeping of them there is great reward . And let all
are forgiven , and whose sins are covered . Let all of us know the
blessedness of the man who walketh not in the counsel of the un
godly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of
the scornful. Give us thy Spirit that we may be born again , that
we may be God 's workmanship , created anew in Christ Jesus unto

good works. Let Christ be begotten in our hearts the hope of glory .

Give us that faith whereby we may constantly and implicitly trust
in Christ, in whom we have redemption through his blood, the for

giveness of our sins. Give us our daily bread, guide all our steps,
make all the events which may befall us in the course of our earthly
pilgrimage to contribute to our spiritual welfare, and to thy glory

We resign ourselves to thy protection and care, while the shades of
night rest upon our habitation , and our eyelids are closed in slum
ber. Lord , we entreat for all with whom we are connected by the

endearing ties of blood and friendship . Let them and us be united
forever by the tie of a common interest in the covenant of grace.
Bless our native land in all its interests, civil and spiritual. Give
wisdom to our rulers, that they may rule in the fear of the Lord.
Let thy word penetrate to the most distant parts of the earth, and

overthrow the habitations of darkness and horrid cruelty . Uphold
thy church wherever it is established in the earth . And now , Lord,

hear, and accept our prayers, since all that we ask is for Christ's
sake. Amen .

·

WEDNESDAY MORNING . - 1 SAMUEL XVIII.

O LORD God, who art seated on a throne, high and lifted up, we
again direct our supplications and thanksgivings to the place where
thine honor dwelleth. We thank thee that thou art seated on a
throne of mercy , whither we may come in the name of Christ, not
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merely with confidence, but with great boldness. Thou art merci.
ful and gracious to forgive us our iniquities, thou art just and faith
ful also to forgive us our sins. We adore, with reverence , and
wonder, and gratitude, that usearchable wisdom which has made

the claims of justice consistent with the entreaties ofmercy, and has

harmonized thy hatred of sin with the free forgiveness of sinners.
O the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God ; how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past find
ing out! We receive Christ as thy unspeakable gift. We rejoice
in his appointment to be the Mediator between God and man . We
acquiesce in all the arrangements of the covenant of grace. Our
prayer is that thou wouldst enrich our poor, and naked, and empty

souls with the fulness of the spiritual blessings which are laid up in

Jesus Christ, our invisible Head. If there be aught good in us, it
dwelleth not in us by nature, for in us, that is, in our flesh , dwelleth
no good thing; it arises from the working of thy good Spirit, who

in Christ Jesus is granted to all his people for their instruction , and
sanctification , and rich comfort. But, heavenly Father, even when
thy sanctifying grace has been conferred upon us, to enable and fit
us for our daily obedience, we still feel our need of thy forgiving

grace . Look upon us in the face of thine Anointed, and not as we
with the peace-speaking blood of Christ, and clothe our persons, na.
are in ourselves. May thy Spirit sprinkle our polluted consciences

ked of all merit, with the unspeakable merits of Christ, who is the
Lord our righteousness ; and then, being justified by faith, we shall
have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Lord, we de.
sire to please thee by our actions and thoughts during this day .

And when, by thy watchfuland merciful providence, we again unite
our praise and prayers this evening, may we find that we have
denied ourselves, that we have taken and carried Christ's cross, and

have followed him . We would no longer live the rest of our time
in the flesh, to the lusts ofmen , but to the will ofGod , which is our
sanctification . Help us, Lord, henceforth to have, through Christ

Jesus, our affections, and conversation, and treasure in heaven ,
where Christ our Saviour is, and where, after our death, we hum
bly hope ever to be with him . Take our country, our rulers, our

friends, and our enemies, under thy special protection. Pour out
thy promised Spirit upon thy visible church . " May its bounds soon
extend to the ends of the earth , and may thine ancient people recog .
nize Jesus of Nazareth to be the trueMessiah . Look in mercy upon

the sick, the afflicted, and the dying. And now , Lord , accept our
persons and prayers, since all that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen

WEDNESDAY EVENING . JOHN vi. 1 -40.
O LORD, we now adore thy mercy, because while the shades of
night are descending upon us and our habitations, thou hast not left

us to the darkness of our natural minds. We fully know thy will
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for our salvation , that we should believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.
May he then be made of God, unto each of us, wisdom , righteous
ness, sanctification , and redemption. We confess that we often act

unworthily of our Christian privileges, and often act inconsistently
with our high calling. Our faith fails us, our watchfulness against
sin intermits, our affections becomecold and languid, and our imagi

nations wander to forbidden scenes. If thou, Lord, shouldest mark
iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand ? But there is forgiveness with

thee , that thou mayest be feared . Whither shall we go but unto
thee, for thou hast the words of life eternal ? Draw us, Lord, and
we shall run after thee. Draw us with the cords of a man , and

with bands of love. Make us a willing people in this day of thy
power. Send forth thy light and truth into our hearts, and let us
experience the enlightening and purifying, the sanctifying and com

forting influences of thy word . Make our wayward wills conform
able to thine, that we all may do thy will on earth, as it is done in

heaven . We desire now , Lord , that thou wouldest forgive the sins

which we have committed this day, and that thou wouldest not take
thy Holy Spirit from us. We place our dependence upon the mer
its and intercession of Christ the righteous, who is our advocate with
the Father , and who is the propitiation for our sins. Let the same
spirit which was in him , be also in us. Engrave his precepts and
commandments upon our hearts, until we become living epistles of
the Lord Jesus, known and read of all men . We would now com
mit ourselves to thy protection during the coming night. Our
friends we commend to thy guardianship. Let us and them be more

closely united, by being all partakers of Christ's redemption . Look
mercifully upon our country and its rulers. Let the church of God
be established , and let it extend its boundsto the remotest regions of
the earth . And now , heavenly Father, grant us exceeding abun
dantly , above all that we can ask or think , since all that we ask is
for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . – 1 SAMUEL XIX .
ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, we would approach the
footstool of thy throne, with that reverence which becometh us as
creatures, and that humility which becometh us as sinful creatures.

We adore thee on account of thy great and glorious majesty. We
bless thee on account of that goodness which thou makest continually
to pass before us. Thine is the air we breathe, thine the food we
eat, thine the raiment we wear. thine the earth we tread , thine are
all the blessings of social intercourse, the comforts of domestic life,

with everything which tends to sweeten the cup of human enjoy .
ment. Thy people thon keepest as the apple of thine eye, pre
serving them amid all the snares of the wicked , and giving them

deliverance . But while we bless thee for those things which perish
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with the using, we bless thee above all for Jesus Christ, thine un
speakable gift. Herein indeed , is love, not that we loved God , but

that he hath loved us, and sent his Son to save us. What are we,

O God, that thou shouldest thus be mindful of us ; what is our
father's house, that thou shouldest thus visit us ? Weare the chil.

dren of a day, the feeble insects of an hour ; we are a people laden
with iniquity. Our fathers have sinned , and we their children have

borne their transgression. From the sole of the foot to the crown
of the head there is no soundness in us. If thou , O Lord, shouldest
mark iniquity against us, who of us could stand ? but with thee

there is forgiveness, that thou mayest be feared, and plenteous re
demption, that thou mayest be sought after. We come to thee in
the name of our great High Priest. Weaccept of the gift of eter
nal life, through faith in his blood. Enable us ever to evince the

heavenly origin of our faith, by its purifying the heart, and working
by love, and producing those peaceable fruits of righteousness,which

are to thy praise, and honor, and glory. Let the samemind be in
us which dwelt in our blessed Master. Like him ,may we delight
in retiring from the world to hold communion with the God of

heaven. Like him ,may we rejoice in those opportunities which are
offered us for going about doing good to our fellow -men, while we
study, at all times, to keep ourselves unspotted from the world , and
by a careful continuance in well-doing, seek for glory, honor, and
immortality. We desire this morning to give thee thanks for thy

protecting care during the night, for the sweet and refreshing rest

we have enjoyed, and for the comfortable circumstances in which we
are permitted once more to assemble around the family altar. Be

with us, O Lord, to aid us in our duty this day, in our going out
and coming in , in our rising up and sitting down . In all our ways
we would acknowledge thee. Do thou , Lord, direct our steps.
Every day of our lives, may we becomemore conformable with thy
blessed will, more prepared for thy service upon earth, and the en .
joyment of thee in heaven . And when the purposes of thy provi
dence with us on earth are finished, may an abundant entrance be

administered to us, into thy kingdom and glory, through Jesus Christ
our Lord .

Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . — JOHN VI. 41 - 71.

We desire, O Lord, this evening, to bow the knee before thee,
in humble adoration of thy glorious perfections, and while we would
return thee our most grateful acknowledgments, for that goodness
which has hitherto followed us, and particularly for those renewed

proofs of it we have this day experienced, we would with deep pros
tration of heart confess our unworthiness of the least of all thy
mercies. For which of thy commandments have we not broken ?

which of thy precepts have we not trampled upon ?

If we say we
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have not sinned, we deceive ourselves, and make God a liar, for he
hath declared that there is none righteous, no, not one. We feel, O

Lord , the truth of thy declaration. Our hearts condemn us, and
how much more must he who is greater than our hearts, he who
knoweth all things, in whose eyes the heavens themselves are not
pure, and who chargeth even his angels with folly. With deep

humility would we confess before thee our transgressions, earnestly
imploring pardon through the blood of thine only begotten and

well-beloved Son, of him who when rich became poor, that we,
through his poverty , might be made rich . Of thee may he be made
unto us wisdom , and knowledge, and sanctification , and redemption ,

and may we, renewed by the influences of his blessed Spirit, be
enabled to abound in all those fruits of righteousness which are to

the praise and the glory ofGod . We rejoice that he is proclaimed
to us as the bread of life, of which if we eat, we shall never perish .

May we then be partakers of this living bread, and eating his flesh ,
and drinking his blood, may we now have life in us, and through
him be raised up at the last day. But at the same time, may we

ever bear in mind that it is the Spirit who quickeneth , and that it
is the words which the Saviour bath spoken , that are spirit and life .
May we, then , ever prove that his word dwelleth in us, by the whole
tenor of our life and conversation . God forbid that we should be

among the number who with a name to live, are yet dead in their sins,
or with a form of religion , are strangers to its power. God forbid that
while we profess to follow the Saviour now , we should hereafter go
back and walk no more with him . Rather let us, with our faces to
wards Zion, ever move onward in our Christian course, experiencing
the blessedness of the man whose sins are pardoned, and whose ini.

quities are remembered no more ; of him who, having puthis hand
to the plough, never looketh back ; of him , whose path is like the
morning light, which shineth brighter and brighter unto the per
fect day ; and then when he who is our life appears, we also shall
appear with him in glory. We desire to commit to thee the keeping
of our souls this night, as to a faithful Creator. Do thou who slum
berest not nor sleepest, preserve us from all evil ; give us the sleep

of thy beloved, and when we awake may we still be with thee. If
spared to open our eyes to the light of a new day,may we rise
with gratitude for thy preserving care, and with minds determined
to enter upon the duties of a new day, with a single eye to the glory
of that God whose we are, and whom we are ever bound to serve.

Hear our prayers, O Lord, forgive our sins, and accept of us in
Jesus the Beloved . Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . - 1 SAMUEL XXVIII.
Our Father who art in heaven , listen , we beseech thee, to our
humble prayers, while , on the morning of a new day, we would ap
proach thee in the attitude of children , and with the confidence of
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those who draw near to a Father both able and willing to help them .
But how shall we approach the God of heaven and of earth ?

Alas,

we have sinned, and are not worthy so much as to lift up our eyes
to the place where thine honor dwelleth . How many are the bless
ings we have abused - how many the privileges we have misim .

proved ! Wehave despised the counsels of the righteous ; we have
stood in the way of the sinner. Truly , O Lord, we are unworthy to
be called by the name of children . But although we be unworthy,
worthy is the Lamb that was slain for us, and blessed be thy name,

that his blood cleanseth from all sin , and that thou art in him recon
ciling the world unto thyself, not imputing unto men their trespasses.
We are therefore encouraged to come to thee by him ; in his name
to make known to thee our wants, and through him to look to thee

as our reconciled God and Father, to call thee Abba, Father, and to
implore of thee those blessings which thou dispensest to thy chosen .

Wethank thee, on the present occasion, for thy goodness during the
night watches, for the sweet and refreshing rest we have enjoyed, and
for the comfortable circumstances of health and strength in which
we are permitted once more to surround the family altar. We

would implore thy blessing on the head of each of us now before
thee ; and in whatever capacity we are placed, and however connected

with each other, whether as husband or wife, parentor child, brother
or sister,master or servant, enable us to discharge aright each the

duties of his station. May we remember our responsibility to thee,
and so conduct ourselves as we shall wish to have done when called
to render in our account. With ourselves, we would pray for the
parish and congregation with which we are more immediately con
nected. May our pastors be faithful, and may the people grow up
as willows by the water-courses, with minds seasoned with the truth

as it is in Jesus. Revive religion among us, and may many, from
time to time, be found seeking the way to Zion with their faces

thitherward, saying, Weare journeying to the place of which thou
hast said , I will give it thee. We pray for the spread of the Re
deemer's kingdom , and for the approach of that blessed period,

when Jew and Gentile, bond and free, shall be brought within the
bonds of the everlasting covenant ; when all shall know thee, from
the least even unto the greatest, and when thou shalt have forgiven

all their iniquities. With the sick and the afflicted would we unite
our tender sympathy. We would especially pray for any in whom
we may feel more immediate interest. Send them , we beseech thee,

help from thy holy habitation . Prepare the dying for their depar
ture hence. Spare useful lives, and let spared lives be devoted to
thy service. Comfort all who mourn ; pour the balm

of consola

tion into the troubled breast, and uphold the bowed down. Now ,
O Lord, we look for thy guidance and direction throughout this day.
Be at our right hand and at our left, that wemay not be greatly
moved.

Lead us not into temptation .

Deliver us from evil.

Con

duct us in the way everlasting, and bring us at last to thy kingdom
and glory. For all that we would ask or expect is for the Re
deemer 's sake, to whom , with Father and Eternal Spirit, be all the

praise, world without end. Amen.

FRIDAY EVENING .)
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FRIDAY EVENING. JOHN VII. 1-27.
Most holy and ever-blessed God,we desire this evening to draw
near thee in the all-prevailing narne of our great High Priest, with

whom thou art ever well pleased, and through whom thou art ever

ready to dispense the choicest of thy blessings to those who ask in faith . Thou art our God , and we will bless thee, our father's God ,
and we will exalt thee. Our fathers trusted in thee, and thou didst

hear their cry ; we their children , who have risen up in their stead ,
would approach thee, the God of our fathers, rejoicing in thy prom
ise to be the God of their children , and of their children 's children.

even to the latest generation of them that seek thee. But alas, O
God, what reason have we to blush and be ashamed when we

take thy holy name into our sinful and polluted lips ? Our hearts
are deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. We have

rolled sin as a sweetmorsel under our tongue, and our most holy ac

tions have been stained with guilt. In approaching thee, O most
merciful God , we would lay our hand as on our mouth , and our

mouth as in the dust, and we would say, God be merciful to us sin
ners. Enter not into judgmentwith us, for in thy sight no flesh liv .
ing can be justified . Look not on us as we are in ourselves ; for we
are all as an unclean thing before thee. But look upon us, O Lord ,
in the face of Jesus thine anointed . For his sake, come over the
multitude of our provocations ; receive us graciously, love us freely ;

create us anew unto good works, and enable us henceforward to
abound in the fruits of righteousness, which are, through Jesus
Christ, to thy praise, and honor, and glory. We desire to glory in
nothing but the cross of Christ, by which we are crucified unto the
world , and the world unto us. While we look to the Saviour as the
foundation of all our hopes, we desire to imitate him in all his imi

table perfections, and to grow in conformity with his blessed image
But alas, O God , we feel our weakness ; for when we would do good,
evil is presentwith us, and how to perform that which is good , we

know not. To thee, therefore, would we look for that assistance of
which we stand in need. Let thy Spirit help our infirmities. May

he dwell in us richly , renewing our wills, purifying our affections,
elevating our desires, and drawing out our whole souls after thee,
and the remembrance of thy name. And in whatever circumstances
of life we are placed , may we be enabled to evince the temper and

disposition of those who are born from above. In prosperity may
we acknowledge the hand that feeds us, and makes our cup to over
flow ; in adversity may we bow with filial submission before the rod
of a Father who afflicteth not willingly, nor grieveth his children ,

but for their good. In health may we devote our better days to thy
service, and in sickness have cause to say, it is good for us to be

afflicted . While we live, may we live to thee, and when we come
to die , may we resign our spirits into the hands of him who gave

them , in the humble hope of a blessed and a glorious resurrection ;
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and at last,may we all appear, being gathered one after another, as

a family, before thy throne, there to serve thee for evermore . We
give thee thanks for thy goodness throughout another day, and
again would we implore thy protection during the slumbers of the
night. May our meditations on thee be sweet during the night
watches ; and if spared to see the light of a new day, may we rise
from our beds of rest with our bodies refreshed, our hearts full of
gratitude to the Author of every good and every perfect gift, and
our minds more than ever determined , that whatever others do, as

for us we will serve the Lord ; and grant that, advancing from one
degree of heavenly attainment to another, we may all at last come,
in the unity of the faith , in the bond of love, to serve thee in thy
kingdom of glory, and the praise shall be thine forever, through
. Jesus Christ, our strength and our Redeemer. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING .— 1 SAMUEL XXXI.

O God, thou hast spoken to us at sundry times, and in divers
manners, and in these last days by thy Son from heaven . Yet how

many of us are of those who rebel against the light, and know not
the ways thereof. Consider our case and hear our complaint, O

Lord God ; lighten our eyes, lest we sleep the sleep of death . Cause
us to know the way wherein we should walk , for we lift up our souls

unto thee. Teach us to do thy will, for thou art our God. Thy
Spirit is good ; lead us unto the land of uprightness. Lord, what
man is he that liveth and shall not see death ? The mighty are
exalted for a little while , and then cut off as the tops of the ears of
corn. Yea, God destroyeth the perfect and the wicked. Teach us,
then, to number our days ; and with all diligence may we prepare
to meet our God . Let us remember how men shall clap their hands
at the wicked , and kiss him out of his place , lest we too be brought
down to the sides of the pit. But assured that the death of his
saints is precious in the sight of the Lord, may we fall asleep in
Jesus, and have our inheritance in light. Help us, Lord , to wait
patiently till our change come. May we do nothing that will
shorten our days in the midst. Let not our course be finished until

it be fulfilled . Lead us not, then, into temptation, O God, and if
sinners entice us may we not consent. Yet neither let any of us
put an occasion to fall in his brother's way, butmay we have grace
to walk in wisdom toward them who are without. Amid all the
changes of earth,may it be our consolation to discern an immutable
God on high , and exclaim , He is steadfast forever, and his kingdom
that which shall not be destroyed. Yet Lord, how long ? When
wilt thou deliver up the kingdom to the Father ? Lord Jesus,
come quickly ! Behold , the earnest expectation of the creature
waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God . Behold , we our

selves, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, groan for the redemp
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tion of the body. Come then , Lord Jesus, come quickly . Bid the
rumpet sound, and swallow up death in victory. Say, Behold I
make all things new , and let the earth bring forth her bud . Take
to thyself thy great power, and bring thy sons from afar, and thy
daughters from the ends of the earth ! Ransom the dust of thy

chosen , and fashion it according to thine own glorious body. Claim
the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the

earth for thy possession ; and let there be nothing to hurt or destroy
therein . Let our eyes behold the new heavens and the new earth ,
and there may we dwell with thee and all thy saints forever ! All
that we ask is in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING .— JOHN VII. 28 –53.
BLESSED be Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ! We give thanks to
God, and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who spared not his
own Son , but delivered him up to death for us all ; and never would
we cease to cry, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord and Sa

viour Jesus Christ. O thou eternal Son of God, we cannot worship
nor love thee as we ought. But we adore thee, as the brightness of
the Father's image, and to whom is given a name above every name.

Thou art the wisdom of God, and all things that thou hast heard of
the Father, thou hast made known unto us. O ! as thy friends, may
we do whatsoever thou commandest, and show that we are under the
law to Christ, though redeemed from its curse. Our understanding

is indeed darkened, and our heart perverse ; and it is the condemna

tion of many, that they love the darkness rather than the light. But
give us an unction from the Holy One, and we will walk in the
Spirit, and not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. Place us under the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, and we shall be made free from
the law of sin and death . Yet may we never forget, that even tho

joy of the Holy Ghost is connected with the receiving of the word,
and must be built upon the truth. May we wait for the Spirit, yet
search the scriptures. May we quench not the Spirit, yet prove all
things. May our faith stand not in the wisdom of men, but in the
power of God. Glory be to thy name, () God , for having put the
offer of salvation through the word, within the reach of all, and yet
how many know not the law and will be accursed ! O thou Spirit
in whose hands are the hearts of all men , allow not any to judge

themselves unworthy of eternal life. Show them that the same Lord
over all, is rich to all who call upon him ; and by thy secret energy

may they so feel the power of all that Jesus ever said , that they shall
exclaim , The words that thou speakest, they are spirit and they are
life. O Lord, we thank thee, thatwemay hope that there are some,
who, at least, are awakened by the truth, though they may not dare
yet to confess it. Let us, in the spirit of meekness, help all such ;
and in due timemay we see them speaking of thy testimonies before
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kings and not ashamed . Blessed Jesus, letall of us be more forward
to avow thy cross, and defend thy cause, constrained by thy suffering
for us. Marvellous love ! that prompted thee to leave the radiance
of glory for the shades of earth — the society of heaven for the soli

tude of a desert. Marvellous love ! that passed by all the provoca
tions of malice, and grew more attached to man themore he hated

thee ! Blessed Jesus, fill us with the Spirit of thy love, and help us
to reflect its image. For thee, O let us not refuse the prison , or ex
ile , or death. And what is easier, though rarer for thee, enable us

to love our brother, and forgive our enemy. Amen .

Twentieth Week.
SABBATH MORNING .– PSALMS LXII. LXIII.
LORD, teach us what is man, and seeing that even in his best es
tate and of high degree, he is but vanity and a lie , let us never trust

to an arm of flesh. Show us also , () God, what the world is ; and
let us feel that, even with all its riches, it is lighter than vanity, so
that it may not be set in our hearts. Butmake known thyself to us,

and it will suffice. Enable us to embrace thee through thy Son, and
our soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and with fatness. Great,
indeed, is the glory of thy power , and the thought of it makes us
tremble. But also unto thee belongeth mercy, and in the multitude
thereof we shall come unto thee, and not be consumed . We could

not have known thee, O God, without thy word ; blessed, therefore,
be thy name that thou hast spoken unto the sons of men. Yea, let
thy name be praised . Some of us have beheld thy excellence, and

thy grace has proved sweet unto their taste. Lord, we remember
thy love to us in time past; and still following hard after thee, we
beseech thee to enrich our poverty, and allay our thirst, and sustain

our weakness, and dissipate our sorrow , and enlarge our wisdom , and
irradiate our purity out of the treasures of thy fulness. O never let
us miss thee in the sanctuary, neither deprive us at any time of those
ordinances through which we are wont to commune with thee. In

the courts of thy house let us always meet with thee, O God of our
salvation , and till we exchange the temple on earth for the temple
of heaven , let none compel us to forsake the assembling of ourselves
together. But shouldst thou ordain for us a different lot, O God ,
grant that even in the wilderness of persecution we may retain our

sense of thee ; even amid the night of trial may we behold our God ;
even on the bed of death may we sing the praises of thy name. O
God, we know that aMiction is grievous, and that we especially
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shrink from the wrath of man. But let nothing and let no one dis
compose us or make us afraid . Help us to retire at once to thee as
our confidence, and exclusively trust in thee as our refuge. May we
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and subdue them . To thy judgment-seat we look for an end to all
the ills of time and all the wrongs of men, and we shall wait in si

lence till thy sentence stops forever the mouth of those who speak
lies, but carries the righteous up to glory . Lord , hear these our
humble prayers, for the sake of Jesus, nur Saviour. Amen.

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALMS LXIV . LXV.
O God, our praise shall wait for thee, alike in the courts of thy
house and amid the scenes of thy creation . We shall acknowledge
thee as the Creator and confidence of all ends of the earth, and we
shall adore thee as the hearer of prayer and the God of our salvation .
Being girded with power, thou settest fast the mountains by thy
strength . Thus far, hast thou said to the sea, shalt thou come, and
thou stillest the noise of its waves. Thou createst the light and the
darkness . It is because thou hast ordained it that seed - time and

harvest, and heat and cold , and summer and winter, and day and
night, shall never cease. ( that all men would wisely consider thy
doings, and that we, who dwell upon the earth, were afraid of thy
tokens, O God . Lord, enable us to sing forth the honor of thy name,
and make thy praise glorious, for how terrible art thou in thy works!
Thou still visitest the earth, and doest according to thy will among

the inhabitants thereof. Not a sparrow falleth to the ground with
out thy decree, and the hearts of all men are in thy hand . O may
we mark thy terrible things in righteousness, and declare the work
of God . Let us ever trust in thee, however dark our lot, and may

we feel assured that in vain will the fowler lay his snare for them
who have fled beneath thy wing. Holy Father, it is in thy sanctu
ary that thou showest all thy glory, and spreadest out all thy treas
ures. O that we may ever enjoy the privilege of dwelling in thy
courts, and be satisfied with the goodness of thy holy temple. Truly
we are not worthy of so exalted an honor, and in our natural state

we cannot even relish such blessedness. But purge us with hyssop
and we shall be clean. Renew us in the spirit of our minds, and we
shall taste and see that the Lord is good . Thanks be to thy name,
O God, Jesus died for our offences, and has risen again for our justi.

fication . May each of us be washed in his blood and clothed in his
righteousness. Glory to our exalted Head , the Holy Ghost is now

given because Christ is glorified ! Let all of us be filled with the

Spirit, and by him enlightened , purified, strengthened, and refreshed
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what matters it, if, by our union

to Christ and separation from the world, the ungodly hate and per

secute us. Still glad in the Lord, and never weakened in our trust,
may we bless them who curse us, and feel confident in regard to our
selves, that God will ever keep us, until in due time he bring forth

our judgment like the light, and our righteousness as the noon -day.
Hear the voice, O God , of our prayer, and as for all our transgres
sions do thou purge them away, for the sake of Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . — 2 SAMUEL II.

EVER-BLESSED Jehovah ! from whom cometh every good and per
fect gift, be pleased, of thy great mercy, to endow us with all spirit
ual and heavenly blessings in Christ Jesus our Lord . Most especial
ly do we pray thee for the gift of thy Holy Spirit, whom thou hast
graciously promised to bestow on them who ask thee. Without his

enlightening and sanctifying grace we can neither understand thy
truth, nor do thy will. May he teach us to know , love, and obey

thy blessed word. Under liis guidance may we always walk in the
way of thy testimonies, doing those things which are pleasing in thy
sight. By his grace may we be made in all things to submit our
selves to thy gracious and holy disposal, and to be in thy hand as
the clay in the hand of the potter. " May the life we live in the flesh

be by the faith of the Son of God ; and by faith justified ,may it ever
be our chief aim , as the disciples of Jesus, to glorify God with our
bodies and spirits, which are his. And whilst we would desire to

live to thy glory, do thou, merciful Father, keep us from being
tempted beyond what we can bear. From the pollutions of our own

hearts, and from the artifices of our great enemy, deliver us ; sanc
tify us by thy truth, and preserve us to thy kingdom . We aremost

unworthy to ask these ,or any blessings from thee. Pardon, O Lord ,
ourmanifold unworthiness, and in thy compassion answer our hum

ble prayer, supplying our wants according to thy riches in glory by
Jesus Christ our Lord , in whom is all our hope. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . - JOHN VIII. 1– 30.

Most holy and mercifulGod ! Father of the spirits of all flesh !
unto thee would we now together lift up our hearts in prayer.
Lord ! teach us to pray aright, in faith , asking of thee those things
which are agreeable to thy will in the name of Christ, our Mediator.
Wewould now render thee our humble and hearty thanks for all
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thy merciful kindness towards us, throughout the course of this

day. Around thy footstoolwould we now say in fervent gratitude
for thy goodness , Hitherto the Lord has helped us. Goodness and
mercy have followed us all the days of our life . O ! our souls , bless

the Lord, who loadeth us with benefits. Be stirred up, all that is
within us, to praise him who is the health of our countenance, and
our God ! Almighty and everlasting Jehovah ! we would specially

magnify thy name together for Christ, thine unspeakable gift,
through whom we have access again into the presence of thy majes
ty , and are enabled , in filial contidence and love, to say unto thee,

Abba, Father. We bless thee for his mission, obedience, and death ,
for his victory over death ; for his continual intercession in the
heavenly sanctuary ; for his perfect righteousness ; for his quicken

ing Spirit; and for his blessed word , the gospel of our salvation.
May we rest in faith , on his finished work, as our only ground of

hope towards God, knowing that our very righteousnesses are as
filthy rags in the presence of infinite purity . Preserve us from in
sincerity and hypocrisy, in professing discipleship to Christ. De
liver us from a selfish and worldly spirit. May we have the same
mind that was also in Jesus. May the Holy Spirit take of the
things of Christ, and show them unto us, in demonstration , and in
power. May thy word be the man of our counsel. By it may we

be admonished, instructed, warned, and guided in the way wherein
we ought to go, and may we never be allowed to turn aside from

the path of thy testimonies, to the right hand, or to the left, but
may our path be like that of the morning light, which shineth more
and more unto the perfect day. Let us have redemption through
the blood of Christ, even the forgiveness of our sins. And may the

peace of God, which passeth understanding, keep our hearts and
minds until the day of Christ, our Lord , in whose name we humbly
present these and all our supplications. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING.— 2 SAMUEL V.
ALMIGHTY God ! King of kings, and Lord of lords, thou art
governor among the nations. Thou rulest supreme throughout the
universe. Thou art the eternal source of wisdom , order, and peace.
In thy favor is the stability of thrones, and the prosperity of king
doms. To thee we gratefully ascribe the blessings which we enjoy,

as the subjects of a paternal government, and as the citizens of a

free state. Above all,we bless thee for the light of thy holy word ;
and for the gospel and kingdom of Christ. May his throne be
established in our hearts ! To his government may we yield the
homage of a devoted and hearty allegiance ; always, and in all
things, seeking his glory. May we be partakers of the blessings
which he reigns to impart. May we now know him

in the fellow

ship of his sufferings, and in conformableness to his death ; and
20
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when the trials and sorrows of this sad and fleeting scene are over,
may we, of infinite mercy, be received into his presence, and reign

with him in his kingdom ! Blessed God ! hasten the period , when
all men shall know thee, from the least to the greatest. Have re
spect unto thy covenant, and visit, in thy mercy, the dark places of
the earth that are full of the habitations of horrid cruelty. Let thy
saying health be known among all nations ! Let the people praise
thee. Lord ! let all the people praise thee. And let thy best bless

ing rest on our native land. Specially preserve and bless our
Queen, and all inferior magistrates. May they rule in thy fear ; and
under them may all the interests of the nation prosper by thy bless

ing ! Hear us, O Lord, in these our prayers ; and when thou hear
est, forgive ; defer not, but answer ; and do unto us according to

thy great compassion, through Christ our Lord. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . — JOHN VIII. 31–59.
Most holy God ! with whom sin cannot dwell, have mercy upon
us sinners !

By sin we have been brought very low , we have lost

thine image ; we have forfeited thy friendship ; we are obnoxious to

thy wrath. Thy law we have broken ; thy grace we have despised.
We have never appreciated as we ought, ihine unspeakable gift ; we

have often lightly esteemed it. Not seldom have we rested in a
mere profession of godliness, and in the enjoyment of external
privileges, whilst we were aliens from the commonwealth of Israel,
and strangers to the covenant of promise, and without God , and
without hope in the world . Thy wrath is revealed against all un
godliness, and unrighteousness of men . We are unclean , we are
undone. We have sinned , and what shall we answer thee, O thou

preserver ofmen ? Most merciful Jehovah ! we bless thee, that with
thee is redemption that thou mayest be sought unto ; and that
where sin aboundeth , grace doth much more abound . We bless

thee for the gift of thy Son , whose blood is the propitiation for our
sins ; and in whom thou art just, and the justifier of the ungodly .

We rejoice that whosoever believeth in him shall never perish, but
shall have eternal life ; and that all who by faith in him are deliver
ed from condemnation, are not only commanded by his word, but
by his grace are enabled to walk in newness of life. Lord, bless
and pity us. Cause the light of the knowledge of thy glory in the
face of Christ, to shine into our hearts. Leave us not to perish
under the guilt and power of sin , whilst the message of eternal life
is proclaimed to our acceptance ; but, in this the day of our merciful
visitation , may we have grace to lay hold of the hope set before us.
May Christ be infinitely precious to us, as he is to all who believe.

May our hearts rejoice in his love. May our lives show forth his
praise . Give us the victory over the world , the devil, and the flesh .
May wo be thine forever , in the bond of that covenant which is or.
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dered in all things and sure. Have mercy upon all men . Turn
again the captivity of Jacob . Restore the exiles of Judah . Bless
the ends of the earth , with thy salvation. These our humble and
unworthy supplications we present before thee, in the name of Jesus

Christ our Lord . Amen.

WEDNESDAY MORNING . — 2 SAMUEL XV.
Most merciful Father, we approach thy throne in the name of our
adorable Redeemer, beseeching thee to accept of our morning sacri

fice of praise and thanksgiving. Make us more and more deeply
sensible of our obligations to love and to serve thee. We offer up
our expressions of gratitude for the mercies we have received during
the night; for the refreshing repose we have enjoyed ; for the pro
tection extended towards us during the unconscious hours of slum
ber ; for the blessings which we have already received this morning ;

and for the comfortable circumstances in which, as a family, we have
been permitted again to meet. Graciously be pleased , O Lord, to
guide and protect us during the day on which we have been allowed
to enter. Most earnestly do we implore thee to impress on our

minds the lessons of thy holy word , and to enable us, under the in
fluences of thy most blessed Spirit, to act agreeably to the dictates

unholy ambition, or discontent, or pride, or from exhibiting any
want of affection towards each other, in the several relations in
which we stand. Allow us not for a moment to give way to any
hypocritical pretences, or to seek , in our intercourse with our fellow
men, to attain evil objects by assuming a religious character. Ever

let us be animated with the pure, and elevated, and charitable spirit

of the gospel of our blessed Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. As we
profess ourselves to be his followers, we fervently pray that we may

have a constant solicitude to possess the mind for which he was dis
tinguished while on earth. “And while characterized for our per
sonal devotedness to thy service, help us, we most humbly beseech

thee, to take a sincere and holy interest in the circumstances of
those with whom we are in any way connected, sympathizing with
them in their troubles, and alleviating their cares and their sorrows

as far as lies in our power. And, () God, if it please thee, let us all,
during this day, find favor in thy sight. Impart to us, individually ,
such a sense of thy presence and thine almighty power, as shall fill
us with joy and comfort, and elevated emotion . Ever let us confide
in thy promises, and trust in thy gracious protection . But shouldst

thou be pleased , most holy and sovereign Disposer of events, to hide
thy blessed countenance from us, and to show us, by the events of
thy providence, that thou hast, on account of our numerous and ag
gravated transgressions, no delight in us, we do most earnestly im
plore thee to enable us, in the spirit of the most pious submission , to
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adopt the language of thy servant, and to say, Lct the Lord do to us
what seemeth good unto him . And, while thou dost chastise us for
our manifold offences, leave us not entirely, nor take thy Spirit from
us, but in thine own due time restore us to thy favor, and bless us
with the light of thy countenance,and receive us at last to thy glory.
Bless all who are dear to us. Keep them from evil, and give them

all thou knowest to be for their good . Hear our humble prayers.
Pardon the sins of this approach , and do to us above what we can
ask or think , for the Redeemer's sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . JOHN ix. 1- 21.

FATHER of lights, from whom cometh every good and perfect
gift, we, thine unworthy children, presumeagain to lift our eyes to
the throne of thy glory. We cannot praise thee enough . We can .
not thank thee with sufficient earnestness for thy constant preserva
tion and kindness . Thou hast been very gracious to us this day.

sufficient et been very cu hast kept

Thou hast supplied our various wants. Thou hast keptus from the
evils and dangers to which we are at all times exposed . Thou
hast surrounded us with goodness and mercy. Thou hast imparted

to us blessings which, in thy sovereign mercy, thou hast withheld
from many more deserving of thy favor.

O give us truly grateful

hearts . Make us feel thy paternal love. And wemost ardently be
seech thee to give us grace to manifest our gratitude, by the increas.
ing spirituality of our minds and purity of our actions. We lament
our natural unthankfulness and disregard of thy providential tender
ness. We feel ourselves naturally to be blind, and naked , and mis
erable. But, we bless thee with all our heart, that Christ has
come into the world to enrich and enlighten all who come under

the power of his instructions. We rejoice that he declared himself
to be the light of the world. O let us richly experience his illumin
ating influences. Deeply impress ourminds with the consideration ,

that he that followeth him shall not walk in darkness, but shall have
the light of life. Let us follow him . Anoint the eyes of our under

standing with thy grace, that wemay behold the world of spiritual
glories which thy word has disclosed. We know , from past expe
rience, that unless we be enlightened from above, we cannot see the
things of the Spirit ofGod. O send us daily to wash in the fountain
of the Redeemer's blood. And, O Lord, enable us, even in the midst
of thine enemies, undauntedly to confess the name of our blessed
Master, and to acknowledge the blessing which we have derived

from his mercy and his love. Let us have deeper convictions of the

hecharacter
f ther andofthis
gospe ce and
to mission
hiession ,, and let us never shrink from
odivinity
avowing our adherence to his sacred cause. May we never be
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, but having experienced it to be the

power and the wisdom ofGod to our salvation ,may we walk worthy

of the vocation wherewith wehave been called, and let our liglit so
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shine before men, that they may be induced to glorify thee, our
heavenly Father. And we entreat thee, most merciful God , to send

forth thy light and thy truth , throughout our dark and benighted
world . May the Sun of righteousness everywhere arise with heal.

ing in his rays, and may the period speedily arrive when he, who is
the light of the world , shall entirely dispel the darkness which cov .
ers the earth , and the gross darkness which surrounds its nations.
O make us more and more interested in the advancement of the Re

deemer's kingdom , and to the utmost of our power make us instru
mental in diffusing the heavenly light, with which we pray that our
minds may be more richly illuminated . We commend to thy love
and protection all our dear friends, relations, benefactors , and well
wishers ; the sick , the distressed, and the dying. O Lord , be very

tore

mes themus faccording
e necessities.
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ty and
merciful to them
Be with us this night. Keep all evil from our dwelling. Give us
the sleep of thy beloved . Restore us to the duties of another day,

and help us to glorify thy name, and to adorn the doctrine of God
our Saviour in all things. Graciously hear these our humble sup
plications. Pardon all our short-comings, and do to us above what
we can ask or think , for the Redeemer's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . — 2 SAMUEL XVII.
O LORD, we bless thee, that we have been once more allowed to
celebrate thy praises, to read a portion of thy word , to meditate on

its lessons, and to prostrate ourselves at thy footstool. Weacknowl.
edge ourselves to be unworthy of the very least of all thy mercies,

and we adore thy goodness and thy love, which, notwithstanding
our transgressions, continue to be extended towards us. Truly thy
mercies are new to us every morning, and we are every instant ex
periencing the tokens of thy loving-kindness. We deplore our in
gratitude and our forgetfulness of thy most undeserved regard.
When we contemplate our natural corruptions, and our actual and
multiplied offences, we cannot sufficiently express our thankfulness,
that thou hast told us in thy word that we have an advocate at the
right hand of the divine majesty, even Jesus Christ the righteous.
Most humbly do we plead forgiveness, on the ground of his all-suf
ficient atonement and prevailing intercession . Wefee for refuge to

lay hold on this wonderful hope, which has been so graciously set
before us. We desire to trust with greater exclusiveness and sim
plicity in his perfect righteousness, and to make it the only ground

of our dependence for salvation. O Lord our God, be pleased to
receive us for his sake, and increase our faith , and blot out all our
transgressions, and inspire us with holy deterininations ; and pour
on us, in richest abundance, the influence of thy Spirit, and sanctify
us wholly, and preserve us unblamable . Make thy word more and

more the instrument of our spirijual advancement. Sanctify us by
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thy truth. Deliver us from all evil and unnatural sentiments. In
all the relations in which we are placed , let us be animated with the

lofty spirit of Christian sympathy and love.

And with whatever

afflictions, in the course of our journey onwards to zternity, thou

mayest be pleased to visit us, on account of our transgressions, let
us ever remember, that if really thy children, thou wilt make every .
thing work for our good . We rejoice in the consideration that all
hearts are at thy disposal, and that thou turnest the thoughts ofmen
as rivers of water. Weknow , and we feel it delightful to acknowl
edge, that nothing can befall us but what thou dost permit, and

what is under thine omnipotent control. And we bless thee for the
experience thou hast already afforded us, that of thine infinite compas.
sion thou dost mingle unspeakable mercies with all the chastise

ments with which thou seest meet to visit thinc erring children .
Let us acknowledge thee in all our ways, and mercifully direct all
our steps. We throw ourselves, 0 thou God of all grace, on thy

protection during this day. We beseech thee, to guide us and to
enable us continually to glorify thy name. We commend to thee
all who are dear to us, and we entreat thee to have mercy on our

ruined world , and to spread the knowledge of thy truth among all
its families.

And hear these our prayers, and accept of us and our

services, for Christ's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . — JOHN IX. 22-41.
O LORD, we again prostrate ourselves before thy throne of mercy
and love.

Bow down thine ear, and hear us. Fill our souls with

enlarged and lofty apprehensions of thine infinite perfections. O
Lord, how worthy art thou to receive our most implicit homage,
and our deepest adorations. We are thy children, continually de.
pending on thee for life and all its enjoyments. And thou art ever

exercising over us thy paternal superintendence. Weare the con
stant monuments of thy compassion and thy care.

And

we are

most unworthy of thy continued mercies. While every day is giv

ing us new and resistless evidences of thy goodness and tenderness,
weare sensible that we are every day altogether undeserving of thy
gracious providence and protection. We have this day again been

unmindful of thy presence, and of the perpetual obligations we lie
under to dedicate our time and all our advantages to thy service.

How seldom hast thou been in our thoughts ; and 0 how very for
getful have we been of the riches of thy grace as manifested in the
glorious gospel of thy Son Jesus Christ. We do most sincerely la
ment, that the great and purifying truths of thy blessed revelation
exert such a limited influence on our minds and character. Wela

ment the strong and frequent dominion which sin has over us. Par

don , O Lord, we most humbly beseech thee , pardon the transgres
sions we have again this day committed against thee ; pardon us
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for his sake who loved us, and who gave himself for us, that he
might redeem us from iniquity. O Lord, let thy mercy be great
toward us. Turn unto us, and have mercy upon us; and give
strength to thy servants, and show us a token for good .

O confirm

our faith in thy most holy word , and enlarge our knowledge of the
gospel of thy Son. We trust that our eyes have been opened by his

Almighty power . God grant that we may all be able, from blessed
and delightful experience, to say, that although we were once blind,
yet we now see.

O let us more and still more distinctly see thy

truth, and more impressively feel its power. Make us ever rejoice
in being called the disciples of Jesus, and let us, in all circumstances,
prove the genuineness of our discipleship , by the freedom and bold .
ness with which we plead his cause , as well as by letting our light
shine before men. Let us ever adore him for all his mercies toward
us, and especially for the measure of spiritual light which he has im
parted to our minds. Enable us cordially to rejoice, that for judg.
ment he has come into the world , that he is exalted above all prin

cipalities and powers ; and that at the right hand of the divine maj.
esty he dispenses the blessings of his salvation to his church , and to
his people individually . Let us all be partakers of his grace, and
ever preserve us from the deceitful imagination thatwe have already

all the spiritual light which we require . May we constantly come
to the light, that our deeds may be made manifest that they are

wrought in God. Accept of our thanks for all the mercies of this

day. Be with us during the night. Keep is, and all dear to us,
from evil ; preserve us to see the light of a new day, and let us, one
day after another, till we come to the close of our lives, grow in
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

All we ask is for his sake. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . - 2 SAMUEL XVIII.

Most merciful and gracious God, we would draw near unto thee

through that new and living way which thou hast opened up, and
we would lay on thine altar the sacrifice of thanksgiving for all the
blessings of thy goodness. We bless thy name that thou hast pre
served us during the past night, and raised us up in health and com
fort to the light of another day. Let us never forget that it was by
thy power we were created , that it is by thy providence we are sus
tained , that thou art the God of our lives, and the length of our
days. We would look to thee as the Sovereign of the universe , and

pray to be kept in subjection to theFather of our spirits. Wewould
bear in mind that thou hast not only called us into being, but hast
appointed us our place in the world ; and in whatever situation we
are, may we learn therewith to be content. May we not set our af
fections unduly on the things of this world , the fashion of which

passeth away , but may we be daily laying up our treasure in
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heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, but where peace

and happiness forever reign. We have wickedly cast off our alle
giance, and lifted against thec a rebellious arm , and had mercy not
rejoiced against judgment, wemust now have been associated with
those apostate spirits that are reserved in chains of darkness, till the

judgment of the great day. But blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his abundant mercy, bath

begotten us again unto a lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled , and

that fadeth not away. As his professed disciples,may we be enabled
to forsake all and follow him . Quicken us, O Lord, by thy spirit,
that we may be alive unto thee ; revive us by thy grace, that we
our hearts
d
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of the divine life, and attain a

may live a life of faith on the Son of thy love.

in thy fear, and guide our feet in the way of thy commandments ;
then shall we advance in the path
meetness for the inheritance of the saints in light. O keep us back
from presumptuous sins, cleanse us from secret faults, and make us
to know , in our happy experience , the peace of those who love thy
holy law . Give us that fear which is the beginning of wisdom , and
that love which is the fulfilling of the law , and that charity which is
the bond of perfectness , and all those graces which are the fruit of
the Spirit, that we may show out of a good conversation the power
of the gospel in renewing the heart, and regulating the conduct of
the true believer. And when at last the time shall come, that thou
wilt take down the earthly house of this our tabernacle, may we be

found ready to enter into the habitation prepared for the faithful,
even that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Take

us under thy special protection this day . Wherever we are, and
whatever we do, may we set the Lord before us, knowing that to
thee wemust at last give an account. We pray thee, to bless all
whom we should remember at a throne of grace. Bless our friends,
reward our benefactors, and forgive our enemies. And now we
plead that thou wouldest hear our prayers and accept our sacrifice,
through him whom thou hearest always, and in whom thou art ever

well-pleased, our strength , and our Redeemer. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING .— JOHN X .

WE desire, O Lord, to draw near unto thee , believing that thou
art, and that thou art the rewarder of them that diligently seek thee.
We desire to worship thee as the former of our bodies, and the
Father of our spirits ; as the God of our lives, and the length of our
days. We have nothing which we have not received, and we can
hope for nothing which comes not from above. We would bless
thee for themercies of the past day. Thou hast supplied our wants.
Thou hast defended us from danger. Thou art the author of every

good and perfect gift

We would especially magnify thy name for
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the hope to which we are begotten through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus. Wedesire to rest in his merits, and rejoice in his

mediation ; for he is the good Shepherd thathas given his life for his
sheep , and he is able and willing to save unto the uttermost all that

come unto thee through him . He died for our sins, and rose again
for our justification, and the gift of eternal life he will bestow on as
many as believe on his name. Wepray thee to unite us to him by

that faith whch is the substance of things hoped for, and the evi
dence of things not seen . Let not sin reign in our mortal bodies ,
but let Christ be formed in our hearts the hope of glory ; that we
may be found walking before thee, blameless and without rebuke.
Enable us to crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts. Of our:
selves we are insufficient for anything that is good ; but we would

rest in the promise of heavenly aid , and even glory in our infirmi.

ties, that the power of Christ may be made manifest in us. O let us
be sanctified by thy truth, and guided by thy Spirit, and upheld by
thine Almighty arm ; then shall we triumph over every spiritual

enemy, and bemade meet for joining those who, through faith and
patience, are now inheriting the promises. We bless thee for the in
structions and consolations of thy holy word , and for the discoveries
thou hast given usof thy character, and the promises thou hast made

of thy grace in this message of love and peace. Enlighten our
minds that wemay understand its lessons, renew our hearts that we
may walk in the way of its commandments , and prepare us for the

full and final enjoyment of all those blessings which are the certain
heritage of the true believer. We desire to cast on thy mercy, and
commit to thy love, all whom we should remember when we ap

proach a throne of grace. May he, of whom the whole family of
heaven and earth is named, bless every family and every individual
who belongs to the household of faith. And may those who are

still afar off, be brought nigh through the blood of the everlasting
covenant. Thou art a God of compassion , and we commend unto

thee, those who are afflicted in body and wounded in spirit. And
grant that those who are approaching the gates of death , may be
drawing near the land of their eternal rest. We beseech thee to

take us all under thy protection this night. Refresh our bodies
with rest, and our spirits with the communications of heavenly love,
and if it be thy blessed will that we see the light of another day,
may we be prepared for its trials and its duties, by the direction and

aid that cometh from above; and all that we ask is for Christ's sake.
Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING. — 2 SAMUEL XXI.
O LORD, we adore thee as the sovereign and righteous ruler of the
universe. By the dispensation of thy providence, and by the decla
rations of thy word, thou hast targht us that it is an evil and bitter
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thing to forsake the Lord our God , and still our delight has been in
the pleasures and service of sin . But we rejoice to know that there
is forgiveness with thee that thou mayest be feared , and plenteous

redemption that thou mayest be sought after. We praise thy name
that thou hast opened up a fountain for sin and for uncleanness,

and that thou hast invited all who will to repair thither, that they

may be purified from their guilt. This is a faithful saying, and
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners, and we pray that, for his sake, thou wouldst create
within us clean hearts, and renew within us right spirits.

O create

us after thine own image, in righteousness and true holiness. We
come before thee according to thy commandment, and we wait for a

Father's blessing. Grant unto us the attainment of personal holi.
ness ; bestow on us the gift of domestic peace ; and, not only united
by the ties of natural affection, but by the bond of Christian love,
may we have the well-founded hope of being associated together,
when the ransomng of the Lord shall enter on their incorruptible in :

heritance, and when , in thy presence , they shall have fulness of
joy. While we live in the world, may we live as members of the
household of faith, as children of the family of adoption , and as

heirs of the heavenly inheritance, that thus washed, and justified,
and sanctified, we may be prepared for joining the spirits of the just
made perfect in the land of uprightness and rest. Make us grateful

for the privileges we enjoy, make us diligent in the use of themeans
we possess, and make us ready for the change that awaits all living,
then shall we be enabled to say with thy servant, For me to live is
Christ, and to die is gain . We desire to make supplication for all
men. Awaken the thoughtless to a sense of their danger ; arrest

the wicked in their guilty career ; and give light and strength to
those who are asking the way Zion -ward. Have compassion on the
afflicted , impart consolation to the mourner , and prepare the dying
for a happy immortality . Let our friends be blessed with thy favor,
and our enemies experience thy forgivingmercy . And now , O Lord,
we commit ourselves and all that is dear unto us to thy fatherly
care . While we enter on the duties of this day, let a sense of thy
presence restrain us from sin , and quicken us in every good work ;
and let nothing separate us from the love ofGod , which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord . And all that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING .— JOHN XI. 1-29.
How excellent, O Lord , is thy name in all the earth !

Thou hast

set thy glory above the heavens. Thou alone art worthy to receive
all blessing, and honor, and glory, and praise, for thou hast created
all things, and for thy pleasure they are, and were created . We

bless thee that thou hast opened up a way of access into the holiest
of all, and that we have the privilege of drawing near unto thee,
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through him who is the way, and the truth, and the life. Great, O
Lord, is thy goodness, and thy tender mercy is over all thy works.

Thy loving-kindness is new unto us every morning, and thy faith
fulness every evening, and what shall we render unto thee for all thy

benefits ? We desire to offer unto thee the sacrifice of thanksiving
for the daily gifts of thy providence, for thou hast watched over us
with a tender care, and supplied our wants with a liberal hand, and

it is because thou art kind and of long-suffering patience that we
are still in the land of the living and the place of hope. But we
would especially adore thy love and thy compassion, as manifested
in the gift of thy well-beloved Son. We bless thee, that through
the Lord our righteousness thou hast redeemed us from the captivity
of sin , and ransomed us from the power of the grave, and raised us
to the honor and the hope of those who are sons of God , and heirs

together of the grace of life . May we live mindful of the shortness
and uncertainty of time, knowing that here we have no continuing
city, and may we be making daily and active preparation for that

change which will call us away from the place we now occupy. It
is appointed for all men once to die , and after death cometh the
judgment; but we rejoice to know that he on whom our help has
been laid , is the resurrection and the life, and that all who sleep in
Jesus shall be raised up, by divine power, to the possession of a life
that shall never end, and to the enjoyment of a happiness that shall

never be interrupted. Let this hope soothe our sorrows, and purify
our affections, and elevate our desires, and quicken our diligence,
that through themeans of grace wemay attain that holiness neces

sary for the enjoyment of the heavenly kingdom . As partakers of
a holy calling, and candidates for an immortal prize, may our af
fections not be on this world , but on those things that are above,
where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God ; that thus filled with

the Spirit, and animated with the hope of another and a better
country, we may go on our Christian way rejoicing. Let the prom
ise of a coming redemption inspire us with fortitude, and patience,

and resignation amidst the sorrows and trials that abound in the
land of our pilgrimage, knowing that the end of all such troubles

is at hand, for in the paradise above there shall be fulness of joy,
and pleasure for evermore. It becomes us to acknowledge thy

goodness to us in all that we daily enjoy ; and we desire to commit
ourselves to thy care during the silent watches of this night. If thou

art pleased to spare us to the light of another day, O prepare us for
the enjoyment of its privileges, and the performance of its duties.
May we hallow thy sabbath, may we encompass thine altar, and may

weknow , in our happy experience, that it is a good thing for us to
wait on thee in all the ordinances of thine appointment. May the
word of thy grace and the service of thy temple be blessed for our

spiritual improvement, that ours may be the path of the just, which,
like the morning light, shineth more and more unto the perfect
day. We pray for the speedy arrival of that time when the knowl
edge of the Lord shall fill the earth as the waters cover the sea .
Give unto thy Son the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost

ends of the earth for his possession , that all nations may see thy sal
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vation, and every people call him blessed. Hear us in behalf of
all for whom we should pray. Thou knowest their condition , in

mercy supply their every want. We wait for thy promised bless
ing - lift upon us the light of thy countenance, and give us peace,
for Christ's sake. Amen .

Twenty - First Week .
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALMS LXVI. LXVII.

Our Father which art in heaven, grant unto us, for the sake of
thy dear Son , the gift of thy Holy Spirit, that we may worship thee
who art a Spirit, in spirit and in truth . Quicken us, O Lord ; our
souls cleave to the dust. Cause that while we are expressing the
words of devotion, our hearts may be devout. Holy Father, we are
unworthy to be called thy children . We have sinned against thee,

and what can we answer, 0 thou preserver of men ? Behold , God
our shield , look upon us in the face of Jesus, thine Anointed .
Blessed be thy name, that thou hast sent him into the world , to obey,
and suffer, and die for us, and that thou hast revealed him unto us,
as the way, the truth , and the life ; the only and the all-sufficient
Saviour. Our eyes have seen , and our ears have heard, what
prophets and wise men desired to see and hear, but were not permit
ted . Our ears have heard the glad tidings of a perfect salvation ,

provided in Christ Jesus, for the very chief of sinners, and we trust
thatby faith our eyes have seen Jesusas our own ever-living and ever
gracious friend. What can we render unto thee , O Lord, for all thy
goodness to our souls ? We bless thee, for all we have received of
thy kindness, in the days that are past ; for all the warnings,
and reproofs, and consolations of thy good Spirit ; for all the in
structions and comforts of thy holy word ; and for all the care and
watchfulness of thine adorable providence . Webless thy name for
themeans of grace, and especially for the opportunity which this day

affords of going up into thy house to worship thee, and hear thy
message of peace. O send out thy light and thy truth ; let them lead
us, let them bring us into thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles. Then

will we go unto the altar of God, unto God , our exceeding joy.
Bless Zion 's provision everywhere this day, and send forth each of
thy ministering servants to his people, in the fulness of the bless
ing of the gospel of Christ; so that this sabbath may be a great
day of the Son of man , a day on which multitudes shall be added

to the church of such as shall be saved, and all thy people built up
in their holy faith . O Lord, have mercy on the lands wliere no
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sabbath is enjoyed ,where no Saviour is known. Cause the light of
thy gospel soon to shine upon them , that all nations may fear thee,
and all people praise thee. Accompany with thine effectual bless
ing all the efforts of thy servants in heathen lands to bring men to

the Saviour, and endow us with that spirit of holy benevolence which
will not be satisfied till the saving knowledge of God be circulated
over the whole earth . Be present with our friends and brethren in
affliction. Make known to them the joys of thy salvation . Sanc
tify their troubles for the good of their souls. Forgive the thought
less and irreligious in the midst of us. Bring them to a better
mind , and by thy grace lead them to receive and rejoice in the Sa .

viour, whom hitherto they have despised. Again we implore thy
favor and friendship for ourselves. Our hope is in thee, and our
confidence in thy mercy. Never leave us, never forsake us.

Deal

bountifully with our souls, and graciously accept of us, and of our
service, for Christ 's sake. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . — PSALM LXVIII.
Most merciful Saviour ! behold from heaven thy dwelling-place,
us thine unworthy worshippers, and give ear to the voice of our
supplications. Thou art crowned with glory and honor, adored by

all the hosts of heaven ; thou art King of kings, and Lord of lords,
God over all, and blessed forever. Blessed be thy great and glorious
name, that we are permitted and invited to address thee as our Lord,
and that thou hast bidden us ask anything from thee, with the as
surance that thou wilt bestow it upon us. O Lord , give us for thine
own name's sake, of those gifts which thou hast received for rebel
lious man ; give us, we entreat thee, that faith without which it is

impossible to please God , that evangelical repentance, without which
we must perish , that holiness, without which no man can see the

Lord . Give us, we beseech thee, thy Holy Spirit of promise , that
all these graces may be implanted and flourish in our souls, and
that wemay be built up in holiness and comfort through faith unto
salvation. Give us, O Lord , the portion of thy redeemed family ,
the bread of life which thy children eat, the hopes which thy children

cherish, the character which thy children exhibit, the honors with
which thy children are crowned, the heaven in which thy children
shall dwell forever. Gracious Lord, we ask all these things be
lieving ; for thy mercy and truth's sake bestow them upon us. God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we bless thee that thou hast

raised him up, and given him glory that our faith and hope might
be in thee. We believe that thou art reconciled to us through the
merits of thy Son, and we hope in thy faithfulness, and goodness,
and justice, and power, in him .

O let thy hand be upon the man

of thy right hand ; upon the Son of man , whom thou madest strong

for thyself, so will not we go back from thee : quicken us, and we
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will call upon thy name. Heavenly Father, we bless thee for thy
great goodness manifested to thy church on this day of the Son of

man . Thou hast given the word, and great has been the company
of them that published it in our own and in other lands. Let thy
Spirit descend upon it, as the rain and the dew from heaven, that
by means of it thy weary heritage may be refreshed again . Do thou
especially bless thy word addressed to us ; enable us to receive it
as the word of God , which is able to save our souls . Bless thy min
istering servant who was this day the helper of our faith and joy in

the Holy Ghost; strengthen his hands, and encourage his heart, and
make him a great blessing to us, and all that worship with us.

Gracious Lord , forgive the sin of our holy things, of unworthy hear
ing, of the want of suitable interest in the great things which belong
to our peace. Bless the whole church of Christ upon the earth ;

add to her daily such as shall be saved. Bless the poor and friend .

less, the diseased and the dying ; supply their wants and save their
souls. Protect us during the night ; if thou art pleased to spare us,
go with us into the duties of the week . Let the love of Christ con

strain us to live in all things, not unto ourselves, but unto him who
died for us and who rose again. Hear, answer, and accept of us, for
the Redeemer's sake. Amen.

MONDAY MORNING . — 2 SAMUEL XXIII.
O God , thou art our God, and we will praise thee ; thou art our
fathers' God, and we will exalt thee ; thou art the God and Father

of our Lord Jesus Christ, and wewill magnify thy name together.
We bless thee for all thy loving-kindness and tender mercy towards

us. We are guilty , and merit nothing but thine everlasting dis
pleasure ; we are depraved, and cannot serve thee or love thee as we
ought. Yet hast thou been favorable to us, and loved us freely .
We bless thee for the salvation which is in Christ Jesus thy Son .

We bless thee that he, in the prospect of whose coming dying David
rejoiced , hath appeared and put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.
Gracious Father, interest each one of us in his obedience and death ,

that we may have redemption through his blood, even the forgive
ness of sins, and an inheritance among them that are sanctified.

En

able us to lay hold of that covenant of which he is the mediator,

thine own everlasting covenant, which is ordered in all things and
sure. Give us grace to submit ourselves to the authority of him who
is the just One, to make his law our delight and our study all the

day, and to have it for our meat and our drink to do his holy will.
We praise thee, O God, for the light of another morning, and for
the rest and refreshment of the past night. Webless thee for all the
instruction, and consolation , and reproof addressed to us yesterday

in the house of prayer, and for all the precious blessings of the
Christian sabbath . We beseech thee let not thy wor: return unto
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thee void. Cause it to prosper in the thing wherefore thou hast
sent it, and to be unto us the savor of life unto life. Keep us in thy
fear all the day long. Whether we are in the house or by the way,
whether we are mingling with our brethren , or walking in solitude,
may we cherish the sentiment, Thou God seest us, and do all things

honestly as in the sightof all men. While weare diligent in busi
ness, make us fervent in spirit, serving thee. Father of all the fam
ilies of the earth , bless our family and friends ; lift the light of thy
countenance upon them , and be gracious unto them . Grant, O Lord ,
that all who are our relatives may be the friends of Christ, and heirs
of his everlasting kingdom . Webeseech thee to visit in mercy our
afflicted brethren, and to pour the balm of thy consolation into every
grieved soul. Let thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as
it is done in heaven. O let the people praise thee, let all the people
praise thee. Webeseech thee, keep our hearts in the love of God ,

and preserve us to thy kingdom and glory. Mercifully forgive our
sins, and hear our prayers, for Christ's sake. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING.— JOHN XI. 30–37.
God of all grace and Father of consolation, we come before thee
acknowledging that sin has been our ruin ; that because of sin, the
abominable thing which thou hatest, we suffer, and die, and are lia
ble to thine everlasting displeasure. Have mercy upon us, O God ,
according to thy loving-kindness ; according to the multitude of thy
tender mercies blot out our transgressions. We come before thee in
the name of him whom thou hearest always, the sinner's surety and
the sinner's friend. We bless thee because thou hast made him to
be sin for us who knew no sin , that we might bemade the righteous.
ness of God in him . Gracious Father, unite each one of us to thy

Son, by the faith which unites the soul to God, and the saints to one
another. May our family be an emblem of the great family of the
Redeemer in heaven , each member of which is accepted in the Be
loved, and blessed in him forever . We thank thee for all the com
forts of the day which has closed upon us ; that thou hast led us out
and brought us in , not permitting any evil to come near us. We
bless thee that thou hast not made our house a house of mourning ;

that we are all alive and in peace before thee. O so teach us to
number our swiftly passing days that we may apply our hearts unto

wisdom . When thou art pleased to afflict or bereave us,may Jesus,
the comforter of his people , be our help and protection ; and when
we come to die, may he who raised Lazarus from the grave strength

en us against the fear of death, saying, Fear not, I will both go down
with you, and I will bring you up again . Have compassion upon
those to whom thou hast appointed long nights and wearisome days

of trouble ; let their afflictions be for the glory of God , that the Son
of God may be glorified thereby. Spare lives thai are useful to fam
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ilies, to the world , or to the church . Our Father which art in heav
en, bless all mankind. Be especially gracious to our relatives, and
neighbors, and fellow -worshippers ; grace, mercy , and peace be mul

tiplied to them all. Keep thy good hand around us during the si
lence of the night. Prepare us for all that is prepared for us in the
world ; enable us to spend all the days of our sojourning here in thy

fear, and to be looking for and hastening unto the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Graciously forgive our sins, and accept of us, for
the Redeemer's sake. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . — 2 SAMUEL XXIV .
O LORD, we adore thee as the Supreme Disposer of all events.
Thou hast arranged, and art directing, all things for the manifesta

tion of thine own glory, and for the advancement of the best inter
ests of all thy people. Though thou be seated upon a throne high and
lifted up , yet we know that thou lookest down from the habitation
of thy holiness and of thy glory, and beholdest the things that are
done upon earth . We draw nigh unto thee, O God ,at this time, ear
nestly beseeching thee , for the sake of Him whom thou hearest al
ways, to lift upon us the light of thy countenance, and to visit us

with thy great salvation. Bring us to a true sight and sense of our
natural state of sin and misery. Show us the evil nature and infinite
demerit of sin . Enable us, as perishing sinners , to lay hold on eter
nal life . May we be justified freely by thy grace through the re
demption that is in Christ Jesus. May we be adopted into thy fam

ily, and constituted the sons and the daughters of the Lord Almigh
ty. May we be sanctified in soul, body, and spirit, by the operation
and influence of thy Holy Spirit, and made fit in due time, for dwell

ing in the regions of everlasting purity and felicity . O God of our
salvation , we learn from melancholy experience, that we are living

in a world of sin , of suffering, and of sorrow . The king of terrors,
in manifold ways,continues to commit ravages all around us. He is
directing his shafts with unerring aim , and multitudes are daily and

hourly cut off from the land of the living. Shield us, O Father of
mercies, from the attacks of the destroyer, till we be prepared for
quitting this mortal and changing scene, and for entering into a state
of endless glory and felicity. May we be enabled to say with thy

servant of old , O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy

victory ? The sting of death is sin ; and the strength of sin is the
law . But thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ. And when we have fulfilled the high pur
poses of the moral government of God in this world , may we have
an entrance ministered to us abundantly into the everlasting king

dom of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. IIeavenly Father, we
thank thee for watching over us during the past night. Watch over

us, we entreat thee, during this day. Command thy richest bless.
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ings to descend on us, who are now worshipping before thee, and on
all who are connected with us by whatever tie. Be our God and our
guide continually , and our portion through all eternity. Bless abun
dantly the whole human race with the blessings of the gospel, and
hasten that happy time, when thy will shall be done on earth , as it
is done in heaven. These our humble supplications are now before

thee. May they be heard and answered , and may we be accepted
and blessed, for Christ's sake. Amen.

TUESDAY EVENING .

JOHN XII. 1 - 22.

ALMIGHTY God, and most merciful Father, we worship and adore ,
thee as the first and the last, the greatest and the best of all beings.
Thou art exalted inconceivably far above all blessing and all praise ;
for thou art the infinite , the eternal, and the unchangeable Jehovah ,

dwelling in light which is inaccessible and full of glory. Thy hap
piness and thy glory are independent of all the works which thou
hast made : and thou standest in no need of the services even of the

highest and holiest of those spirits that dwell with thee. Thou art
the source of being and of blessedness to thy moral and intelligent
creatures, — the giver of every good and every perfect gift. Wede
sire at this time, most gracious God, to bless and to magnify thy holy
name, for all thy goodness and loving -kindness unto us, - for all the
bounties of thy providence, and for all the riches of thy grace. Be
stow on us, we beseech thee, the good things of this present life in
that measure which thou seest to be best for us, and most conducive
to the manifestation of thy glory. And whilst thou art filling our
hearts with food and gladness, 0 do thou make us partakers of all
those great and glorious blessings, which our divine Redeemer came
down from the mansions of glory to purchase and to bestow . May

we be washed in the atoning blood , and clothed in the perfect right
eousness of Jesus Christ, and be permitted at last to join the blessed
company of the redeemed in heaven, that we may celebrate the
praises of the God of our salvation , in songs of gratitude and love,
which shall have no end . O Lord , we thank thee for the various
means of grace, and of spiritual improvement,which thou hast provi
ded for us, and commanded us to employ. Enable us, we implore
thee, to give diligence to make our calling and election sure, that we
may make suitable and sufficient preparation for eternity. Holy
Father, wewould now express our gratitude to thee for that watch
ful care which thou hast exercised over us during this day. Con
tinue, we beseech thee, to watch over us, in the silent watches of the
night, with more than a parent's care. Permit us to see the light
and the comforts of another day. And lead us to consider that every
day which passes over our heads is bringing us a stage nearer to
death and the grave. Lord, bless the whole of our family circle
21
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Bless all our friends, and relations, and acquaintances ; and forgive
our enemies. Bless all the tribes and nations which are on the face

of the earth. And all that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . — 1 KINGS VI.
O Thou that dwellest between the cherubim ,we praise thee as the
high and the holy One that inhabitest eternity, and the praises of
Zion, whose name is Holy .

Thou art a God of spotless purity and

holiness, of purer eyes than to behold iniquity . The heavens them .
selves are not clean in thy sight, and thine angels thou chargest with
folly . How much more then man that is of the dust ! How much

more the
believe, O
race, thou
that thou

sinful and perishing children of men ! We rejoice to
Lord our God , that, notwithstanding the sinfulness of our
didst condescend to dwell with thine ancient people ,
didst take up thy residence in the temple which was

erected for thy worship and glory, — and that thou didst say of Zion ,
This is my rest forever : here will I dwell ; for I have desired it.

We bless thee that, while the temple is no more at Jerusalem , thou

art erecting for thyself many spiritual temples. May all of us be
living temples, in which thou wilt be pleased to dwell, and by
which thy glory will be unfolded more and more in the sight of thy
creatures through all eternity. Father of mercies, and God of all
grace and consolation in Christ Jesus, we would make our grateful
acknowledgments unto thee for the abundant provision which thou

hastmade for us in timeand in eternity. Thou hast in store for us
an inexhaustible treasury of the very richest blessings - blessings
great as our nature can sustain , and lasting as eternity itself. All
these blessings we know thou art now offering to us without money
and withoutprice, if we will but comeand ask thee. May weask ,then,
that we may receive ; may we seek , that we may find ; may we
knock at mercy 's door, that it may be opened to us. While we ask
the fulfilment of all thy great and precious promises for ourselves
and for all who are near and dear unto us, we would not be unmind
ful of the rest of our brethren of mankind .

O may the dark places

of the earth , which are still the habitations of horrid cruelty , soon
be converted into happy land , in which righteousness, and peace,

and joy in the Holy Ghost shall universally prevail. May thy
church be purified from its corruptions, and may it be extended till
it shall fill the whole earth . We thank thee for permitting us to en .

joy the light and the comforts of a new day. Keep thy good hand
around us this day, to protect us from all the dangers and the temp
tations to which wemay be exposed . May these our humble pray .
ers ascend with acceptance before thy throne through the merit of
our exalted Redeemer, to whom with thee the Father and the Holy

Spirit, be ascribed all praise ard glory, both now and ever. Amen.
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WEDNESDAY EVENING . - John XII. 23 -50.
O LORD, we acknowledge thee to be our creator, our preserver,

and our bountiful benefactor. Thou didst create us after thine own

image, in knowledge, in righteousness, and in holiness ; but we have
fallen from a state of innocence and happiness into a state of sin

and misery. Notwithstanding our unworthiness, thou hast continu .
ed to preserve us in existence, and thou art constantly supplying our
manifold wants with the good things of this present life. But,
above all, thou hast made most astonishing arrangements, whereby

we may be saved from the tremendous consequences of sin , and
raised to the enjoyment of inconceivably great and glorious bless
ings during the whole course of an endless life. When we reflect

on the number and the magnitude of the blessings which thou art
conferring on us, we are lost in astonishment, for we are conscious
that we are not worthy of the least of all thy mercies. Bless the

Lord, O our souls : and all that is within us, bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, O our souls, and forget not all his benefits : who for
giveth all our iniquities ; who healeth all our diseases ; who redeem

eth our lives from destruction ; who crowneth us with loving kind.
ness and tender mercies. We bless thee, O God , that when there
was no eye to pity us, and no hand to help us among created beings,
thine own eye pitied us and thine own arm brought us salvation .
Thou didst lay our help on one mighty to save, even on thine only.

begotten Son , who is equal to thyself in power and in glory. And
we rejoice to believe, that he did not hesitate to descend from his
throne of glory in the heavens, and to veil the uncreated excellen

cies of his Godhead with the robe of our humanity, that he might
be in circumstances to suffer and die in our room and stead . O may
we be enabled to confide in him as all our salvation, and all our de

sire, that we may be permitted, in due time, to join the general as
sembly and church of the first-born in heaven . May webe enabled
to believe in him as the light of the world , that wemay be conduct

ed by him to the regions of everlasting light and felicity . Thou
hast been pleased, O God, to bring us to the termination of another
day. We thank thee, for all the goodness, and mercy , and grace,
which thou art continually making to pass before us. Thou art
causing the outgoings of the evening and the morning to rejoice

over us. Thou art daily loading us with thy benefits. We commit
ourselves to thy fatherly protection during the night, and when we

ing,may webto be openly aGod of our of eternal

awake in the morning, may we be reminded of the morning of the

resurrection , when we shall rise to be openly acknowledged, and ac
quitted in the view of assembled worlds. O God of our salvation ,
grant that the timemay soon come, when the glad tidings of eternal

life shall be published in every language, and in every land : when
the earth shall be fuli of the knowledge of the Lord , as the waters
cover the sea ; and when the kingdoms of this world shall become

the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ, and when he shall
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reign forever and ever. Hear, O God, in heaven, these our hum

ble prayers, and send us an answer in peace, for our divine Redeem
er's sake.

Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . — 1 KINGS VIII.

O God, the supreme, independent, and ever-blessed Jehovah,we
would this morning lift up our souls unto thee, filled with wonder

and grateful adoration at the riches of thy grace and condescension
towards us, the creatures of thy power, the objects of thy bounty
the sinful and undeserving monuments of thy long -sparing good

ness. We bless thee that thou who didst manifest thy gracious
presence in the midst of thy people of old , by types and shadows,
hast, in these last days, dwelt with man upon the earth , through

him who, being the brightness of thy glory , and the express image
of thy person, and upholding all things by the word of his power,

hath by himself purged our sins, and sat down on the right hand
of the majesty on high ; and now that Jesus our true ark and mercy
seat hath entered into the holy place not made with hands, we

would look by faith unto him as all our hope and confidence before
thee. For his sake, O do thou who dwellest between the cherubim

shine forth ; have mercy upon us, according to thy loving-kindness,
and according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out our

transgressions; send down upon us thy Holy Spirit, in all his en
lightening, and sanctifying, and comforting influences ; shed abroad
thy love in our hearts, and give to us an interest in all theblessings of

that everlasting, and well-ordered, and sure covenant, which the
blood of Christ has ratified. O grant unto us that we may be mem
bers in truth of Christ's mystical body, even of that church which is
built upon the foundation of apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner -stone ; in whom all the building, fitly

framed together, groweth into an holy temple in the Lord, and in
whom all thy people are builded together for an habitation of God
through the Spirit. And we pray thee, that thou wouldst gracious

ly accept and answer the supplications of thy people throughout the
whole earth , ministering to all their necessities, hearing them in the
day of their trouble, sending them help from the sanctuary, and

strengthening them outof Zion. Do thou raise up,also, human instru
ments, zealously disposed to seek the good of thy house, and espe
cially may kings be nursing fathers and their queens nursing

mothers to the church, that through the influence of their authority
and example, accompanied with thine own blessing, all the people
and the kingdoms of the earth may be gathered together to serve

the Lord. Look down thyself favorably upon thine heritage,
granting times of refreshing from thy presence, and let the time,
even the set time, to favor Zion , speedily arrive. We thank thee

for thy preserving goodness through the past night, and implore thy
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protection and guidance throughout this day. May we be assisted
in duty, may we be shielded in the midst of temptation , may we be
encompassed with thy favor, and may we be kept in the fear of the

Lord, and in the comforts of the Holy Ghost. Now unto him who
is able to do exceeding abundantly , above all that we ask or think ,
according to the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in the

church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world without end.
Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . — JOHN XIII.
Most merciful and ever-blessed God , we would draw near unto
thee this evening with the spirit of grace and supplication richly
poured out upon us, and having our fellowship with the Father , and
with his Son Jesus Christ, may we experience the blessedness of the

man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee. O do
thou give unto us increasingly to see our need of that precious Sa
viour whom thou hast provided, and may we be found in him , wash

ed in his blood, justified through his righteousness,and sanctified
through his Spirit. We confess that we are daily sinning against
thee, and that we have therefore daily need of recourse to that blood
of sprinkling which speaketh better things than the blood of Abel.
Do you pardon whatsoever thou hast seen amiss in us this day,

whether in thought, in word, or in deed, and do thou sanctify us
wholly, in spirit, in soul, and in body, that we may henceforth de.
part from iniquity in one and all of its forms, that we may hate it
as that abominable thing which the Lord our God hateth , and that
wemay walk in all the commandments and in all the ordinances of

the Lord blameless. Do thou bless unto us that portion of thy word
which we have now been reading, and enable us to have the witness
within ourselves that we are the objects of that everlasting love
which Jesus bears to his own people . May the samemind be in us

which was also in him , and in lowliness of mind, esteeming each
other as better than ourselves, may we walk in love even as Christ

also hath loved us, and given himself for us, an offering and a sacri
fice to God for a sweet-smelling savor. May the sacred principle
of love unite us with a pure heart fervently to the whole household
of faith ; may no office of kindness to thy people appear too low for

tthou wouldig wel proaseweforget too lowed
p
o
d
us, and to do good , and to communicate, may we forget not, seeing

that with such sacrifices the Lord is well pleased . And we pray, O

heavenly Father, that thou wouldst heal the divisions of thy church ,
and whilst thy people earnestly contend for the faith which was
once delivered unto the saints, may they endeavor also to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Forbid , O Lord , that we

should either deny the Lord who bought us, or betray his cause ;
and do thou preserve us from all self-confidence, that relying upon

that grace by which alone we can stand, and animated with the hope
of living and reigning with Christ hereafter, wemay be steadfast and

TWENTY -FIRST WEEK .

326

( Friday MORVING.

unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord , forasmuch
as we know that our labor shall not be in vain in the Lord. We

acknowledge with grateful hearts thy bounty and loving-kindness
vouchsafed to us this day, and we commit ourselves and all who are

dear to us to thy care and keeping throughout the silence of the
night. Hear us and accept of us, for all that we ask is for the Re

deemer's sake. Amen.

FRIDAY MORNING . – 1 Kings ix .
, O LORD, on this, the morning of another day, we desire with
humble boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, in
the new and living way which he hath consecrated for us, through

the veil of his flesh. May we draw near with a true heart, in full
assurance of faith , having our hearts sprinkled from an evil con
science, and our bodies washed as with pure water. Wewould con
template thee in the united glory of thy character as a just God

and also a Saviour, and conscious of our own unworthiness in thy
presence, would bless thee for all the confidence which, through the

Son of thy love, we are permitted to cherish towards thee as the
hearer of prayer, the God in whom compassions flow , and the cove
nantGod and Father of all who believe. Look not on us as we are

in ourselves, guilty , and polluted, and exposed to thy righteous dis
pleasure, but behold , O God , our Shield , and look on the face of
thine Anointed. For his sake take away all our iniquity and re
ceive us graciously ; heal our backslidings and love us freely ; re

member us with the favor that thou bearest unto thy people ; 0 visit
us with thy salvation , that we may see the good of thy chosen, that

we may rejoice in the gladness of thy nation, thatwemay glory with
thine inheritance. May we taste and see that the Lord is gracious ;
and in the experience of thy mercy , may we increasingly feel the
obligations under which we are placed to live devoted to thy service .

Forbid that at any time we should sin that grace may abound, and
presumptuously expect the gladdening influence of the light of thy
countenance lifted up upon us, whilst we forsake thy law , and walk

not in thy ways ; and may thy Holy Spirit so work in us, both to
will and to do of thy good pleasure, that in integrity of heart and

in uprightness, we may do according to all that thou hast com
manded us, keeping thy statutes and thy judgments continually.
We pray, O Lord, that thy church may everywhere be built up.

May the number of them who love and fear thy blessed name be
increased, and through their exertions and prayers may the interests
of the Redeemer's kingdom be speedily established throughout the
whole earth . We thank thee for the mercies of the past night, and
entreat that thy gracious presence may be with us throughout this

day. May we and all who are dear to us experience thy Fatherly
care, and enjoy not only the gifts of thy providence, but the saving

Fridar EvENING.]

TWENTY-FIRST WEEK.

327

blessings of thy grace. Come over the mountains of our provoca
tions, and send an answer in peace to the voice of our supplication ,
for all that we ask is for the sake of Jesus Christ, our strength and
our Redeemer. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . — JOHN XIV. X

O LORD, thou art over all, and art rich in mercy unto all that call
upon thee. Do thou enable us this evening to offer unto thee the
sacrifices of righteousness, and to put our trust under the shadow
of thy wings. Weadore thee as the God and Father of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, and in him the God of salvation, to all
who have fled for refuge, to lay hold on the hope set before them
in the gospel. We thank thee for all that Jesus did , and taught,

and suffered ; for the holy example which he set before us, for the
doctrine of eternal life which proceeded out of his mouth, and for
that perfect obedience which he rendered unto thee, even unto the
death of the cross, whereby he finished transgression, and made an
end of sin , and made reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in an

everlasting righteousness. We especially bless thee at this time for
those gracious words of comfort which he spake in the immediate
prospect of the hour and power of darkness, and which we have just
been reading from thy holy word. Do thou work in our souls a

principle of living faith in him , that amidst all the sorrows of this
mortal life we may be enabled to place our confidence in thee as a
reconciled Father, and in Jesus as the rock of our salvation . Do
thou elevate our thoughts and affections to those many mansions in

er look to himselis the most strangur has
e
v
h
i
d
i
t
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his believing people, and walking as strangers and pilgrims upon
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earth , leaning upon Jesus as the beloved of our souls, may he at
length receive us to himself, that where he is there we may be also.

May we ever look to him , and trust in him , as the way, and the truth,
and the life, through whom only there is access to the Father ; and

quickened by his Spirit, guided by his word, and confiding on his
righteousness, may webe accepted in thy sight, and rejoice in him
as all our salvation and all our desire. We thank thee, that whilst

Jesus has ascended up on high, thou hast sent through him the
Holy Ghost, the Comforter, to abide with thy church and people
forever. May we, through this blessed Spirit of all grace, have

true fellowship with the Father, and with his Son , Jesus Christ, and
the God of hope fill us with all peace and joy in believing, that we
may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost. We

rejoice in the mediatorial honor with which the Saviour is now in
vested at the Father's right hand , and would look to his exaltation

as the pledge of future glory and blessedness to all his people. May
he preserve us by his mighty power, through faith , unto salvation .
We thank thee for thy protecting care throughout the past day, and
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now commit our bodies and spirits to thy keeping during the silence
of the night. Ever watch over us and ours, and graciously forgive
our sins, and hear our prayers, for all thatwe ask is for Christ 's sake,

to whom , with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, be glory forever.
Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . — 1 KINGS X .
WE approach unto thee, O Lord, as the self-existent and eternal

source of life, for by thee have all things been created . We adore
thee as the great preserver of the universe , for in thee all creatures
live, and move, and have their being. Thou art infinite in wisdom
and in power, rich in mercy, and unbounded in love, and all thy
works show forth the glorious perfections of the living God . We
desire especially to bless and magnify thy name, because of all thy
goodness manifested towards us the children of men . Though we
are utterly unworthy of thy regard, thou hast never ceased to care

for us ; though we have provoked thy wrath and fiery indignation
by our manifold transgressions, thou hast sent thine only-begotten

Son to die in our stead , and , by enduring the inconceivable agony
of the cross, to make a propitiation for our offences. Make us to feel

deeply our obligations unto thee, enable us to perceive our need of
a Saviour, and in thine abundant love, grant unto us faith to rest on ·
him , as all our hope and our desire. We thank thee, that thou hast

given unto us minds capable of understanding the wisdom and good

ness shown forth in thy works. O may thy Spirit descend upon us,
and direct our thoughts to the understanding of thy perfections as
manifested in the great work of our redemption. Teach us to know

thee, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent; and grant thy blessing,
that a deep sense ofthe mercy shown us may constrain us to depart
from all iniquity . Preserve us from the pursuit of sin and folly,
and make us ever to remember that the fear of the Lord is the be.

ginning of wisdom , and that the knowledge of thy holy word is the

only means by which we can be guided unto life everlasting. For

bid , O Lord, that the queen of the south should rise up in the judg
ment against us, because she sought to hear the wisdom of Solomon ,
while we neglect the counsels of thine own Son from heaven, Teach
us to prize our privileges, and enable us to profit by them . Wean
our souls from the love of earthly things, and enable us to fix them
upon things eternal. Give us an interest in Christ, that, filled with

the hope of a glorious immortality, we may look on all the pleasures
of time as fleeting and uncertain , and, rising above the snares and
temptations of the world , may have our treasure in heaven , where
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, nor thief breaks through to steal.
Whether thou sendest prosperity or adversity ,keep us from forsaking

thee, for thou art the only sure and abiding portion . Thou only
canst comfort in life, support at death, and bless through eternity.

Pardon the sins of the days that are past, and give us grace for the
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time to come, that in the hourof temptation wemay stand unmoved,
and in the season of duty, may neither faint nor be weary in well
doing. Hear our prayers, O Lord, and grant an answer for Jesus'
sake.

Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . - JOHN XV .
GRACIOUS God, and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, we desire to
thank and praise thee for thine unspeakable love in sending thy Son

to make our peace with thee. Make us ever to keep in mind, that
without him we are dead in trespasses and sins, that by nature we
are children of wrath and heirs of damnation . Cause us to feel
deeply our own unworthiness, and to mourn after a godly sort on ac
count of our transgressions. Set our sins in array before us, that
seeing their number and manifold aggravations, we may be led to

hate them and turn from them . Teach us the extent of our guilt
and vileness in thy sight, that we may know the need we have of a
Redeemer, and that we may, in some measure, be enabled to com

prehend the length, and breadth , and height, and depth, of thy love

to us in Christ ; though fully to know it passeth all understanding.
Send thy Spirit into our hearts , that wemay be filled with love and

gratitude to thee, and enable us to show forth the sincerity of our
devotion, by loving our neighbor as thou hast commanded Unite
us to Christ and make us partakers of the spiritual nourishment that
flows from him , that though dead and barren by nature, we may
bring forth abundantly the fruits of righteousness to the honor and
glory of thee, the Father. Pardon , we pray thee, the sins we have
done. Our iniquities are more than the hairs of our head, and fear
fully great have their aggravations been . We have sinned against
thee, the great Creator, by whom we at first were formed ; we have
been unmindful of all thy mercies, though thou hast continually pre
served us ; yea, we have often followed the paths of folly and of sin ,

though the glad tidings of the gospel have sounded in our ears.
Blessed be thy name, thou art merciful and gracious, long-suffering
and slow to wrath , and in thee there is redemption even for the chief
of sinners. For Jesus' sake blot out our iniquities, and let them not

rise up in judgment against us. Give us this night a peaceful slum
ber, and grant that we may arise in the morning, refreshed, and
strengthened, and fitted for the duties of a sabbath-day. Be with
thy ministering servants, whom thou hast appointed to distribute

unto thy people the bread of life. Guide their thoughts to such sub
jects as may prove most beneficial to the people under their care,
and grant that teachers and taughtmay be all taught of thee. Hear
our prayers, and accept of our thanksgivings, for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our great Redeemer, to whom , with thee the Father, and the

Holy Spirit, be glory forever Amen
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SABBATH MORNING . — PSALM LXIX.
WE adore thee, O Jehovah , as the God of salvation . Thou hast
been the dwelling place of thy people in all generations. We ap
proach thy throne of grace with feelings of reverence and humility,
for thou art glorious in holiness, but we are full of darkness and sin .
Let not our iniquities cause thee to hide thy face, or to turn away

our prayer from thee ; but as thou hast revealed thyself in Christ as
a sin -forgiving God , so do thou , for his sake, blot out our iniquities,
and shine upon us with the light of thy fatherly countenance. O
Lord, renew and sanctify us as well as forgive our sins. As our
hearts are by nature dead unto thee and alive unto sin , void of all

good and of all power to good, but full of all unrighteous lusts and

passions, so we cannot glorify thee, nor ever enjoy happiness if thou
dost not change our hearts, and enrich us with the divine and holy

affections of thy Spirit. Lord, out of thy abundant grace in Christ,
give us fullmeasure of enlightening, renewing, and sanctifying grace.
And may thy grace and Spirit in us be ever active and influential,
so that we may not only be saved ourselves, butmay also be instru
ments of thy glory in the world. Give us, O Lord, fortitude to con
fess Christ, and even , if need be, to suffer for him in the world .
May the zeal of thine house so eat us up that we will be ever will
ing to extend its glory, although we should suffer reproach and per
secution for thy sake. O forbid that inconstancy or apostasy should

at any time distinguish our profession of religion before men. Let
not them that wait on thee, O Lord God ofhosts, be ashamed for our

sakes ; let not those that seek thee be confounded for our sakes,
O God of Israel. Gracious God, do thou support and console us
in all our trials and templations ; draw nigh unto our souls and
redeem them ; deliver us because of our enemies. Grant that by
thy grace wemay truly believe in Christ, and be maintained in our
faith till thou call us hence, in spite of all our adversities and spirit
ual enemies. And now , O Lord , we give thee thanks for all thy

past loving-kindness to us, and especially for our religious privileges,

and for permitting us to see the light of this day of the Son of man.
Prepare our hearts for the services of the sanctuary. May thy min
istering servant be fraught with the riches of the gospel of Christ.
May the people wait on thee with hearts prepared of the Lord , and
may the Holy Spirit crown all the services of this day with his
presence and blessing. Lord , enlighten the ignorant ; subdue the
hardened ; comfort the distressed ; and confirm and restore the weak
and backsliding. We pray for the success of a preached gospel this
day throughout the world . Destroy the dominion and existence of

false doctrine in thy church , and of superstition in the world .
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Hasten the glory of the latter day, when the church of Christ shall
be universal, and when her people shall be all righteous.

Hear

these our prayers, and accept of us, for the Redeemer's sake.
Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALMS LXX. LXXI.
O LORD, we desire to approach thee this evening, and to adore
thee as the Creator of all things, but especially as the God and Father

ofall who believe in Christ. We praise thee unfeignedly for thy re
deeming mercy revealed through thy Son. We adore the sove
reignty of it ; we glory in the eternity , the riches, and the unchange
ableness of it.

O grant that since this everlasting covenant with

Christ was devised by thee for the display of thy free grace in the
salvation of the chief of sinners, wemay be made partakers of its
promises and hopes, its graces and its consolations. May all our
comforts be covenant blessings, all our afflictions covenant correc
tions ; may we see, in all the events and circumstances of our life ,

the fruits of Christ's death and the tokens of thy loving-kindness .
O may we be thine in Christ ; may our sins be forgiven , may our

hearts be united to Christ, and may we be made the heirs of heaven ,
and then we are sure that all things will work together for thy glory
and our eternal good . We pray that thou wouldst bless to us the

various dispensations of thy providence and the ordinances of thy
grace. Do thou, in a specialmanner, sanctify our trials and afflic
tions, our bodily infirmities and diseases, our domestic difficulties
and anxieties, our worldly losses and privations, and our reproach

for the sake of Christ. May we have grace in all such trials to imi
tate thy servant David, ofwhom we have been reading, who made
thee his refuge in his distresses, and who sang of thymercies as well

as of thy judgments . Do thou also bless to us the ordinances of sal.
vation , and the numerous religious privileges we enjoy. May the
services in which we have been engaged this day increase our knowl
edge of Christ, confirm our faith in him , and enlarge our love and
devotedness to him . Pardon the languor or the distraction , the im
patience or the unbelief, which may have polluted our feeble attempts

to serve thee, and let our duties be accepted through themerits of

Christ. Wedesire to feel deeply sensible of our precious privileges
and means of improvement in every grace, and may we abound in
the use of them more and more .

We pray also that thou wouldst

extend them to those individuals and nations that are destitute of
them . Give efficacy to the gospel wherever it has been preached
this day, and open for it a great and effectual door into hearts and
regions from which it is still excluded . O clothe thy church in her

robes of beauty , and fill her with the Spirit of Christ, and may she
spread on the right hand and on the left, until her salvation go forth,

like a lamp that burneth , to the remotest and the darkest habitations
ofheathenism and cruelty . We now thank thee for all the refresh.
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ment our souls have received this day in the closet, at the family
altar, and in thy sanctuary, and to thee wewould commend ourselves

this night. Avert from our dwelling the steps of the evil-doer, and
the calamities to which we are exposed by fire, and by tempest, and

by flood . Grant to us all refreshing sleep , and freedom from evil
thoughts and dreams upon our beds, and may we awake in the
morning in the enjoyment of health , with thankful hearts, and with
strength and willingness for the duties of this week . But if thou
hast ordained for any of us a sudden and unexpected summons into

thy presence this night, О may our souls be prepared , by thy Spirit,
for entering upon the services and joys of heaven. Hear these our
prayers, as all that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING.— 1 KINGS XII.
ALMIGHTY God,thou art the King of kings and the Lord of lords.
Thou rulest supreme over all, directing everything for thy glory and
the accomplishment of thy gracious designs. It is thou that raisest

up and bringest low ; thou woundest and thou healest; thou killest
and thou makest alive. May we ever recognize and cheerfully sub
mit to thy sovereignty, and even where we do not understand, teach
us, O Lord , submissively to bow . O Lord , who alone art to be
feared, we confess that we have not honored thee as thou oughtest to
be honored. We have been proud and selfish, consulting our own
pleasure, rather than thy glory, and leaning to our own understand .
ing rather than seeking and waiting for the wisdom which is profita
ble to direct. O do thou forgive us this sin, and all our sins. Enter
not into judgment with us, else we could not stand before thee. It
is written in thy word , that if we confess our sins thou art faithful

and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unright
eousness ; O Lord , we make a free and a full confession of all, we
have no excuse and no apology to offer ; for we have sinned against
the clearest light and greatest grace, but for Christ's sake we pray
and hope for mercy. We would put thee in remembrance of his
sufferings and his death for us. Accept of this in the room of ours ;

through his stripes may we be healed, through his death may we
live. O Lord , the fountain of all wisdom , direct us in all our de

cisions and endeavors. May we ever avoid the company and the
counsels of the ungodly and the unwise , and choose as our associates
and advisers those in whom is the fear of God , and who are parta
kers of heavenly wisdom .

Teach us, gracious Father, ever to dis

trust ourselves, but to put our whole trust and dependence on thee
alone. Lord, not our will, but thine, be done. And even at those
times when trials and dangers await us, and when our anxiety and

fear are greatest, then most of all would we renounce our own wis

dom , which at best is folly ,and rather say with our Redeemer, when
in his great agony, Father, glorify thy name. Keep us from pre
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sumptuous sins ; from prying into the secret things which belong
unto God, or interfering with thy works or ways. Lord , bless our
native land. May our rulers ever be preserved from false and fool
ish counsellors,
uritybe
Preser pand
,compledle: always
Amazs +to do what will be for thy glory

and the good of the people. And O may our religious privileges be
maintained in purity, and transmitted unimpaired to the latest pos

terity . Preserve us ever from idolatry, superstition, and will-wor

ship.

ship. Almighty God , our constant preserver, we thank thee that we
are alive and well this morning. Help us to remember the solemn

exercises of yesterday. May we carry much of the solemnity and
sacredness of the Lord 's day into all the duties and exercises of the
week . We need thy protection not only in the darkness of the
night, but even in the bright sunshine of the day. Stretch over us

the wings of thy Providence. We commend our friends to thy
friendship, and our relations to an intimate relationship with thee.
Sympathize with the sick and the afflicted. Bless all. Add this
day to the number of those that shall be saved. Christ, strengthen
thine own people . O Lord, hear, and answer, and accept of us, for
Christ's sake. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING. — JOHN XVI.
Most gracious God, the God and Father of our Lord and Savious
Jesus Christ,and who hast promised , that for his sake thou wilt hear
usalways,webeseech thee at this timeto behold us in mercy. Look
upon us, not as weare in ourselves, guilty and polluted, but behold
us in Christ, righteous and accepted . We approach thee as our
Father, through Jesus our surety and intercessor ; we have no merit
and no claimsof our own, but we have a strong plea in the name of

Christ. Of this we would make mention, and on this would we en .
tirely rely . In ourselves we are vile, and deserve thy wrath and
curse. O Lord , we deserve thy fiercest wrath , thy heaviest stroke;

the lowest pit of hell might well be our portion . But we believe,
and are sure, that Christ died for sinners, even the chief, and that

whosoever believeth in him shall not perish, but have everlasting
life.

O that we could realize Christ more as our Saviour ; as having '

suffered and died for us, that we might be righteous ; as ready to
impart to us all the benefits of his death, all the riches of his grace.

We believe that the Lord Jesus is now exalted at thy right hand ,

and he, whose word is true, promised that he would send the Spirit
unto his people. We plead that promise ; we entreat its fulfilment.
O may the Holy Ghost be poured out from on high . May he be

given to us, that we may be convinced of sin , of our need of a Sa
yiour, and that Christ is the very Saviour we need , having a right
eousness sufficient to justify us, and power to subdue us unto him .
self, and to restrain and conquer all his and our enemies. May we,
being full of the Spirit, hate sin and glorify Christ. May that Spirit

show us every day more of the loveliness , excellency , and glory of i

TWENTY-SECOND WEEK .'
[ TUESDAY MORNING
334
our great Redeemer, that we may extol him more, and give our
whole hearts unreservedly to him . May we be both sanctified and

comforted by the Holy Ghost, and grow in holiness and comfort
through faith unto salvation . Sanctify to us all our trials and be
reavements.

O thou who of old didst enable the followers of Christ

to glory even in the death of their Master, and to rejoice that he was
taken from them , do thou enable us to rejoice in all our tribulations;

to feel, when suffering under thy rod, that it is in very faithfulness
thou dost afflict us, and to say, when the very desire of our eyes is
taken away with a stroke, The Lord gave and the Lord taketh away,
blessed be the name of the Lord . O Lord, who art slow to wrath ,

and ready to forgive, we beseech thee to pardon the sins and short
comings of this day. In everything we offend and come short, but
with thee there is forgiveness , that thou mayest be feared, and plen
teous redemption , that thou mayest be sought unto . O Lord, we
could not lie down this night in peace, we could not rest in our beds,
if we thoughtthou wert angry with us. We beseech thee then to be
reconciled to us through Christ. May we know that though once
thou wert angry with us, yet now thine anger is turned away. We
commend ourselves, and all dear to us, to thy preserving and pro
tecting care during the night. May no evil come near our persons

or dwelling, but may we be spared to see the light ofanother day,
and when we awake may we find thee still with us. Hear, good

Lord, we beseech thee, these our prayers, and grant us all we need,
and far more than we can ask, for Christ's sake. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING .— 1 Kings XIII.

Most gracious God, our preserver from day to day, we approach
thy footstool at this timewith grateful hearts, to thank thee for thy
watchful care during the night, and for all the blessings of this morn
ing. We count it a great privilege that we are permitted and ena

bled to worship thee in the family , and as thou dost not now require
the sacrifice of bulls or goats,we would desire to give thee the sacri.
fice of meek and contrite hearts. We come to thee, O Lord , through

the blood of Christ, that full and perfect sacrifice that was once of
fered, and we earnestly beseech thee that through him we may find
access to thy throne of grace. May our prayers ascend before thee,

perfumed with the much incense of a Saviour's merits . We pray,

Lord, for a meek and submissive spirit. May we never, like Jero
boam ,murmur at thy threatenings or despise thy warnings ; butmay
the terrors of the Lord persuade us, that we may repent before it be
too late, and seek for mercy while it is to be found . We thank thee
that the miseries and danger of a life of sin are so clearly pointed out

in thy word, and that salvation and happiness are to be found in
Christ Jesus. O God, who art of purer eyes than to behold iniquity ,
we have to confess with shame before thee our great transgressions.

| What a holy law we have broken what a gracious Father we have
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disobeyed ! we have sinned against the clearest light. Thy great
goodness herein served to call forth our heinous ingratitude and re

bellion. How often have we sought thee in our adversity , in want,
anxiety, or distress ; and yet when relief was given, and health and

prosperity returned, the Lord has notbeen in all our thoughts. How
often have thy very answers to prayer, and deliverances vouchsafed ,
instead of endearing thee the more to us, and filling our hearts with
new joy in thee, been the very occasion of estranging our affections
from thee, and making us follow after vanity . O Lord, who art rich
in mercy and slow to wrath, forgive our deep transgressions, and
give us grace in time to come to improve by all thy dispensations ;
to see thy hand in all, and bless thee for all. Help us, O Lord , to
consider and lay to heart what we have now been reading of thy

strictness to mark iniquity, and of thy great jealousy over thy word .
Teach us how dangerous it is to leave anything undone which thou

hast commanded, or to act in anything contrary to thy revealed will.
May we be watchful and faithful. Give us a love to thy law : a de

light in thy commandments. May we regard whatsoever thou hast
required as not only the law of thy authority, but the law of thy
grace ; given because thou lovest us, and seekest our good alway.
Preserve us, O Lord, from lying prophets and false teachers, profess
ing a charge from thee while they have received none. Bring down

Antichrist, and all speaking lies in hypocrisy ; but do thou own and
honor thine own servants. Increase the number of faithfulministers,
and increase greatly their success . Give them many seals of their

ministry. Bless our own pastor ; may he be a blessing to all com
mitted to his charge. May we learn the law at his mouth, and find

him an ambassador of Christ to us ; every day enlarging our knowl
edge and confirming us in the faith . Bless the neighborhood where
we dwell. May pure and undefiled religion prevail amongst us.

May this place be as a field which the Lord hath blessed. Be with
us this day, in our going out and coming in ; do thou go before us
and watch over us. Keep us from all evil, but especially from sin ,
the greatest of all. Hear these our prayers, and grant us more than
we can either ask or think, for Christ's sake. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . JOHN XVII.
O LORD, our heavenly Father, we draw near to thee this evening,
as children to a father, able and ready to help us. We rejoice that
Jesus died for us. May we honor his death, and glory in his cross.
May we count this as a pledge of love unspeakable , and love him

who first and so loved us. Werejoice thathe who died for our sins
was raised again for our justification , and is now at thy right hand
pleading for his people . Omay we, who are the chief of sinners,
through the merits and mediation of Christ be justified , accepted,
and saved . Lord , make us monuments of thy redeeming love,

trophies of Christ's power. May we be saved, that Christ may see
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of the travail of his soul in us, and that we through all eternity may
be monuments to the glory of his grace. Father , save us, thatwe
may glorify thee ; give us thy Spirit, that we may be quickened
to serve thee. Sanctify us, create in us clean hearts, and renew

in us right spirits, that we may be altogether such as thou wouldst
have us to be ; that from our renewed hearts thy image may be
fully reflected ; that all our motives and devices may be for thy
glory. O may those members and faculties of ours which have
hitherto been too much instruments of unrighteousness unto sin ,
become henceforth all of them the instruments of righteousness
unto God. May thy good Spirit sanctify us wholly through thy

truth , and may thy glory and praise be the end of all. O Lord,
thou who hast a peculiar people of thine own, separate them more
and more unto thyself ; preserve them from the evil that is in the
world , make them bold and decided in thy cause ; and knowing
what thou hast promised, and what Christ has asked , and is ever

asking, may they be strong in thee , and hold fast thebeginning of
their confidence firm unto the end. Heal, we beseech thee, the
breaches of Zion. May Ephraim no longer envy Judah, nor Judah
vex Ephraim ; but may all rejoice together. Lord , grant that all
true Christians may press nearer to Christ, their common Head,
that thus they may be more closely united to each other. May a
spirit of mutual forbearance and mutual love be poured out, and

may our great striving be how best to promote the glory of our
common Lord . O thou who hast no pleasure in the death of the
wicked , and wouldst rather that all should come to the knowledge

of the truth , add daily to the number of those who shall be saved .
May thy kingdom come, both at home and abroad, in our hearts,
and throughout the world . O speedily give to Christ the heathen

for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his pos

session . Give much of thy Spirit to all ministers and missionaries
ofthe truth ; the more their difficulties and obstacles, the more help
do thou give them from on high . We thank thee, gracious Father,
for thy kind preservation of us during the day. Pardon the sins of
this day, we beseech thee. Watch over us during the night. May
our last and our first thoughts be ever of thee. Guide us by thy

counsel here, and afterwards receive us up into glory. Bless all our
relations and friends. Reward our benefactors, forgive our enemies,
and teach us to forgive them . Hear, we beseech thee, these our pe
titions, and answer us, not according to the error or feebleness of our
desires, but according to thy perfect knowledge of our wants, and
thine own greatmercies, for Christ 's sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . – 1 KINGS XV.

O LORD our God, we approach unto thee this morning, through
Jesus Christ our great High Priest and intercessor, beseeching thee

to lift us on the light of thy reconciled countenance. · We bless thee
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that thou givest mercy, not because we are worthy, but because
thou art gracious, and in covenant with thy Son , to bestow mercy
upon thy chosen . May we be of their number. Impress upon our

heart and conscience , the great lesson taught us by the portion of
thy word we have now read, and meditated upon . Out of the treas

ury of thy grace may the love of God, and thy quickening Spirit,
be poured out upon us, to deepen in our hearts the memory of thy
great goodness, and our present unworthiness and past guilt.
gracious Father, make our heart perfect to follow thee fully. Help
us to search out thy whole counsel, and incline us to walk by it.

Let not the love of earthly ties, let not the claims of earthly rank ,
lead us from the path of duty ; but help us ever to fear and love
thee, and, relying upon thy strength , may we have courage to break

loose from the fear ofman, which bringeth a snare. Give us grow
ing zeal for thy glory, thatwe may both glorify thee ourselves, and
lead others to fear thy name. Spare us, we entreat thee ; pour not
on us the vengeance we deserve ; let not our portion be with the

Jeroboams of this world ,who make Israel to sin . May it be ours in

themight of thy Spirit, and the energy of thy grace, to redeem the
time, and so to lift up a testimony for thee , that the sinners around
us may be won to thy service , when they behold our holy conversa
tion, coupled with fear. Wewould deplore the evil of sin , and con

fess thy spotless justice in visiting it with the rod of thy vengeance .
We would deplore the desolations it has wrought in our own hearts

and in the world ; and lament the ruin it has wrought to thine own

Israel. And we would pray, that whilst thou givest full triumph to
thy word in our hearts, so that they be renewed in thy sight; while
thou crownest with success the efforts of Christian ministers and

missionaries, so that from the rising to the going down of the sun
thy name may be praised ; we would pray, that whilst thou gra

ciously doest all this, thou wouldst havemercy speedily on Israel, and
inercy on Judah , that, as one nation , they may be restored to their
own land, and the privileges of the covenant. May the good Lord

hasten this in his time. We bless thee for the mercies of the night;
keep us in thy fear throughout the day. Keep our going out and
our coming in , and spare us, that we may, at the close of the day,

again surround thy throne of grace with songs of rejoicing, and say,
Blessed be the Lord God , who hath not turned away our prayer

from him , nor his mercy from us. Hear us graciously , and answer

us according to the abundance of thy love, for Jesus' sake. Amen.

WEDNESDAY EVENING . - JOHN XVIII. 1- 24 .
ALMIGHTY and most gracious God , we draw near to thy throne
of grace through the blood and intercession of thine own dear Son ,
to glorify thee for the mercies of the past day, and to cast ourselves
upon thy kindness and care for the coming night. Ever blessed be
22
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thy holy name, that the Lord Jesus condescended, in the fulness of
his zeal for thy glory, and his compassion for us, to undertake and

accomplish the work of our redemption . Wewould be humbled to
the dust because of our sins, when we reflect upon the sufferings
that Jesus endured on our account. O help us to see and to ac
knowledge that it was not Jewish malice and Gentile cruelty that

bound and scourged him , crowned him with thorns, and nailed hiin
to the cross ; but our sins that exposed him to the hidings of thy

countenance, and the fierceness of thy wrath . Ogrant that the

Holy Spirit, whose office it is alone to take of the things of Christ
and show them to thy people, may so manifest to us the sufferings
of the Saviour, as to impress our hearts with just views of the evil

of sin, and thereby incline us to hate it with a perfect heart. May
that Spirit fill our hearts with the love of Christ, that we may love
him who first loved us, who gave himself for us, and now intercedes
on our behalf, at thine own right hand . And grant, O Lord , while
we contemplate with wonder the firmness and courage of the Lord

Jesus in the day of trial, while we glorify thee, that he shrunk not
from the dreadest sufferings, that we may, in the apostasy of Judas,
and the fall of Peter, discern our own weakness, and our utter ina
bility to stand of ourselves in the hour of temptation. Grant, we
entreat thee, that the contemplation of our Saviour's sufferings, and
his disciples' weakness, may fill us with humbling views of what we

ourselves are ; and constrain us to leave ourselves in the hands of
bim who alone has grace sufficient for us. May we be able daily to

carry about with us in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that
the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh . May
Christ live in us. May we live for him and to his glory . Let the

knowledge of his redemption spread in the world . Give success to
all missionary efforts, and the labors of thy ministering servants, and
may the time speedily come when all ends of the earth shall turn
unto the Lord, and all nations do him homage. Bless us with grace

throughout the coming night. As the sun has not smitten us by
day, so neither let the moon by night. Refresh us with the rest

of thy Beloved, and raise us up to the health and strength of a

new day. And under the constant guidance of thy supporting and
sanctifying grace, may we be prepared to lie down in the grave in
peace, and wake on the resurrection morn to the glories and blessed
ness of eternal life. All we ask is in and through the name of Je

sus Christ, our strength and our Redeemer. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING .— 1 KINGS XVI.
ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed Jehovah , thou art a great King
above all gods, even the King of kings and Lord of lords. We
draw near to thy throne in the name and through the righteousness
of the Lord Jesus Christ. We rejoice that thy throne is a throne
of mercy, that it is not as the thrones of men, a throne of wicked .
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ness, but that justice and judgment are the habitations thereof, and
that mercy and truth go continually before thee. We would ac
knowledge thy hand in the affairs of men and of nations. Thou
doest with the monarchs of the earth and the governments of the

world what it pleaseth thee. O who shall stand if once thou art
angry ?

Thou hatest all the workers of iniquity.

Thou puttest

away all the wicked of the earth like dross ; and in the day of thy
vengeful wrath, nothing can save them from thy hand . Blessed
forever be thy name that thy throne is a throne of grace , from which

thou dispensest, to the poor and the miserable, blessings of grace
and salvation, withoutmoney and without price, and that we are in

vited to come and ask that we may receive

O most holy God, we

are vile and polluted transgressors. Put us not away in thine an
ger, chasten us not in thy hot displeasure ; but, for Jesus' sake, visit
us with thy salvation, and teach us to call thee Father, that we may

hate our sins with all our heart, and turn from them to serve thee.
When we see thy vengeance poured out on them that depart from
thee, when we see how their sorrows are multiplied who hasten after

other gods, O make us willing to bow in lowly submission before
thee, as the true, the only God ; yea, to take thee, as revealed in the
Lord Jesus, to be our reconciled God and Father, to avouch thee to

be our God even now and forever. O Lord , we acknowledge the
perverseness of our will, and lament the ungodliness of our natural
heart. We deplore before thee that we should be so blind to the
evil of sin , as that abominable thing which thou hatest, and so hard
to be persuaded that it is ruinous to ourselves. O gracious God ,

leave us not to be hardened to our ruin . May thy Spirit, who is of
might and power to show us our transgressions, impress our hearts
with true convictions of sin , and lead us to hate it with a perfect
hatred. May he fill our hearts with holy desires and heavenly affec

tions. May he wash us with the washing of regeneration, and visit
us with his renewing influence, so shall we be thine indeed . Re
deemed with the blood of Jesus from the power of sin and satan,
justified freely by thy grace, adopted into thy family, and sanctified
to bear his image, who is the first-born among many brethren , we
shall then be able to live blameless and harmless , the children of
God, without rebuke in the midst of a crooked and perverse gen .
eration , among whom we shine as lights in the world, holding

forth the word of life. We bless thee for themercies of the bypast
night and this morning. Carry us out this day in thy fear, and un
der the guidance of thy Holy Spirit. May we walk this day as see
ing thee who art invisible . Hear our united supplication, that the
gospel of the Lord Jesus may this day have free course and be glo

rified. May our Saviour's kingdom make daily accessions, and may
these include all who are near and dear to us by the ties of earthly
relationship, and all our absent friends. Perfect that which concern
eth us, and accept of us graciously, and answer all our supplications
exceeding abundantly, above all which wecan ask or think , for Jesus

Christ's sake, to whom , with thee and the Holy Spirit, be everlasting
glory, world without end. Amen .
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THURSDAY EVENING . — JOHN XVIII. 25 -40.
O LORD, we are poor, guilty transgressors, who have no way of
access to thy throne of grace but the way of thine own appoint
ment, through the Lord Jesus Christ. We bless and glorify thee for
him , thine unspeakable gift. O may we be humbled in remember.
ing the manifold sins of the past day, and our constant liability to

fall under the power of temptation . Help us, we pray thee , to ex.
amine ourselves, lest in condemning others we overlook our own
guilt. Let thy Holy Spirit lead us constantly to look to our own

hearts. Wewould be low at the sight of them , and while humbled

under a sense of our vileness, would glorify thee that the Lord Jesus
became surety for poor sinners who had no atonement, and that he
offered himself, without spot, in our room and stead. O Lord, we
are verily guilty in that we do not feel more heartily , and deplore
more sincerely, all the indignities which were cast on thy dear Son ,

when he stood in the breach to turn away thy wrath from us. May
the Lord Jesus establish his throne in our hearts, and look on us
with that eye of compassion which melted the heart of Peter, hard
ened as it was by his manifold denials. Then shall we indeed be
contrite, and hate our sins with a perfect hatred. O forbid that we
should , with Pilate, refuse to hear the truth, or with the Jews, prefer
Barabbas to our Lord. Help us to choose Jesus, and cleave to him ,
fearless of the reproach and scorn of a godless world . Follow with

thy blessing the efforts of thy servants this day to spread thy truth.
Establish in our hearts, and in our household , and in our land , and
throughout the world , the holy kingdom of the Lord Jesus.

O

hasten its complete triumph, and bring the day speedily when the
seed of Abraham shall look on him whom they despised for a mur
derer, and turn and weep bitterly for their sin . Watch over us this
night, raise us up in the morning of a new day for thy service, and

hear us graciously, for Jesus' sake. Amen.

FRIDAY MORNING . — 1 KINGS XVII.
O LORD, thou art God, and besides thee there is none else. Thou
createst, thou sustainest, thou directest all things. None can control
thy power , or question thy wisdom . Thou dost according to thine
own will in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the

earth . None can stay thy hand from working, or say unto thee,
What doest thou ? Werejoice to know that thou who art revealed
to us as the greatest and wisest of beings, art at the same timemade
known to us, and experienced by us, as the kindest and the best.

For which of us now before thee hast thou not loaded with thy
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benefits ; giving us so many enjoyments and comforts which apper
tain unto this life ; and giving us so many cheering hopes and prom .
ises of the life which is to come? Which of us has not been the

peculiar object of thy fatherly kindness and care ? Sleeping and
waking, in prosperity and in adversity, in health and in sickness,
thine eye has been upon us . Thou hast been our refuge and our

strength, a very present help in every timeof need. Thy ways of
dealing towards us are , indeed , in many instances, complicated and
incomprehensible. We know not themysterious operations of thy

hand , — for here we see thee giving, there taking away, — here bow

ing down, there raising up, - here bringing down to the grave, there
restoring back to life. But though we cannot fathom the deep pur.
pose of thy will, we desire, with all humbleness of mind, to submit
to the dispensations of thy adorable providence ; assured that all

things are wisely and well ordered , and that thou art making all
things to work together for the good of them who love thee. O
Lord, while we would desire to praise thee for thy temporalmercies,

and to acquiesce in all the arrangements of thy providence, we
would wish, if possible , a deeper gratitude to praise thee for the rich
provision thou hast made for our spiritual wants. And we would

humbly and heartily repose our confidence in the purposes and plans
of thy grace for our salvation . Wewould look to him whom thou
hast set forth in the gospel as the propitiation for sin . We would

believe that there is no other name under heaven , given among
men, whereby we must be saved . Wewould receive him in all his
holy offices, to instruct, and to save, and to sanctify ; and we would
rest in the freeness , the fulness, the all- sufficiency of his redemp
tion . We pray thee to bestow upon us more and more of this con

fiding spirit ; to fill us with the knowledge of thy will in all wis
dom and spiritual understanding ; to enable us day by day to live by
the faith , and hope, and obedience of the gospel, and to keep us by
thy almighty power through faith unto salvation. We give thee

thanks for the rest and repose of the night. We laid ourselves
down and slept, and we have awaked, for thou hast sustained us.
We would commend ourselves to thy guardian care through the day .

Wherever we are, or in whatever engaged , may we have respect
unto thee. Help us to discharge our duties faithfully and conscien
tiously . Save us from the temptations which are everywhere
around us. Save us from the deceitfulness of our own sinful hearts.
Guide us ever by thy counsel. Hold up our goings in thy paths,
and let thy mercy ever be upon us, according as we hope in thee,

through Jesus Christ our Lord . Ameu.

'

FRIDAY EVENING . — JOHN XIX. 1 -19.

Our Father, which art in heaven , we come this evening to thy
throne of grace

Wewould bow down before thee, and give to thee

the homage which is due from creatures to their Creator, Preserver,
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and Redeemer. We are conscious that our praises and our prayers
are altogether unworthy of thy regard. But we would worship theo

through the one Mediator betwixt thee and us, and for Christ's sake

we would plead for favor and acceptance . Adored be thy name, O
God, for thine unspeakable gift, Jesus Christ, and for all the riches
of thy grace bestowed upon us through him . We ascribe it to thy
great and undeserved love to us sinners, that when we bad ruined
ourselves,when we were under thy curse, and were unable to deliver
our own souls, thou didst interpose on our behalf. Thou didst say,
Save from going down to the pit, for I have found a ransom . We
rejoice to know that the ransom paid was all-sufficient,that the sacrifice
offered was all-efficacious for us and for oursalvation . Lord , help us
ever to bear in mind themarvellous price which our redemption cost,
in the humiliation , and sufferings, and death of thy Son from heaven .
When we
griefs and
spised the
his love.

read, as we have this night been reading, how he bore our
carried our sorrows, how he endured the cross and de
shame, O may we feel our souls constrained by a sense of
May we feel what a debt of gratitude we owe to him for

his great grace to us.

To this once crucified , butnow exalted Re

deemer, we desire to look by faith . O that, believing on him , we
may have life through his name, and out of his fulness receive the

wisdom , and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption , of
which we all stand in need. Stablish, strengthen, settle us in his faith .
Help us to trust in him as our Saviour, to learn of him as our
teacher, to follow him as our guide, to copy after him as our ex .

ample, to rejoice in him as our all in all. Wehave to thank thee
for thy goodness to us throughout this day .

Thou hast brought us

in health and safety to its close. Take us under thy good care du
ring the night. Shepherd of Israel! watch over us. Suffer no
plague to come near our dwelling.

If it please thee to spare us to

see the morning light, may we still be with thee, the partakers of

thy goodness and mercy, and strengthened and prepared for doing
and bearing thy will. All we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING.— 1 KINGS XVIII.
Wedesire, O Lord , with all humility to draw near unto thee, and to
worship thee who art the King eternal, immortal, and invisible, the

only living and true God. The gods of the heathen are dumb idols,
the work of men 's hands; utterly unworthy are they of the regard
of thy rational creatures, to whom thou hast never left thyself with .
out a witness ; seeing that thy eternal power and Godhead are man

ifested in the works and operations of thy hands. We bless thee for

the clearer revelation thou hast given us of thyself in thy Son from
heaven , declared to be the brightness of thy glory, the express image
of thy person. Now indeed we know whom we worship and serve,
the great God of heaven and of earth, the God and Father of our
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Lord Jesus Christ, a reavenly Father reconciled to us through him .

But, Lord , though we know thee, who thou art, and what thou hast
done and art doing for us,we confess that we have not walked as the
children of light and of privilege. How must we confess that in the
enjoyment of thy gifts we have forgotten thee the giver ; that we
have been more disposed to take the credit of it all to ourselves, or to
refer it to creature help and creature power, rather than give the
glory and the praise to thee, by whose permission alone we live, by
whose grace it is we are what we are. And not only , O God , have
we proved ungrateful to thee ; we have rejected thy authority, we

have resisted thy will, we have violated thy laws, we have not
walked in thy statutes, nor kept thy judgments. We have done de.
spite to the Spirit of thy grace. When in thy mercy thou hast

called we have not obeyed . When thou hast warned us we have
not heeded thee . When thou hast remonstrated and threatened we
have been unmoved .
servings.

( deal not with us according to our de

Remember us in mercy .

Look not upon us as we are in

ourselves. Look upon us in the face of thine Anointed. Extend to

us, through him , the pardon of all our sins ; and give us, through
his justifying righteousness, admittance into thy presence and the
enjoyment of thy favor. Grant us grace, O God, to hate and to cru
cify our sins, which we now confess, and for which we implore thy
forgiveness. Too long have we followed the devices of our own
sinful hearts ; we desire henceforth to run in the way of thy com

mandments. We would devote ourselves unreservedly to thy ser
vice. We would make thy will our will, and seek to regulate our

thoughts, and our words, and our actions, by the principles of thy
pure and holy word. Lord, help us ; deny us not thy grace ; with .
hold not from us thy Holy Spirit ; and lead thou us in the way ever
lasting. We are, by thy merciful providence, brought to the light

ofanother day. We give thee thanks for the continued health, and
peace , and comforts we are permitted to enjoy. We would go for
ward to the business and the trials of life, trusting in thee. Help us

to ebe
before thee in circum .
ng ,mindful
ar and
ou hholy
h n redeeming
iviwalking
ernitythe
lbe
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.fear,time,
Heand
thand
wspection
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of death, and judg.
ment, and eternity .

Hear, O Lord, these our humble prayers, and

when thou hearest forgive, accept, and bless us, for Christ's sake.
Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . - JOHN XIX . 20 -42.
O God, let thy blessing follow the reading of thy holy word . Give
us to know , and to appreciate more and more, the love wherewith

Christ has loved us sinners. · We see it to have been a love
stronger than death , a love which many waters could not quench .
We see that not all the enmity of men and devils, not all the
agonies of crucifixion, not all the hidings of thy face, could divert
him from his purpose of finishing the work for 'which he had
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come into the world . Thanks be to thee, O holy Jesus! who de
spisedst nor abhorredst our misery ; who didst put thyself in our
room and stead , to be wounded for our transgressions, to be bruised

for our iniquities, and that we through thy stripes might be healed .
We praise thee that thou didst finish transgression , and make an
end of sin ; that thou didst make reconciliation for iniquity, and

bring in an everlasting righteousness. We look to thee dying on
the cross of Calvary, and we see a sacrifice made there, worthy of
heaven to accept. We look to thy grave, and seeing thee lying
there, wemourn over the doom and the curse of sin . We look to
thy resurrection , and we rejoice in the conquest of death, and in
the hopes of glory, honor, and immortality , in the everlasting habi
tations. We look up to the heavens, where thou art an exalted
Prince and Saviour, and we stay ourselves on thee, our unwearied
advocate and friend . God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ !
make all grace abound to us through him . O let not Christ have
come and suffered and died in vain for us ; let him see in us of the

travail of his soul and be satisfied . Give us to be washed , and justi
fied, and sanctified, in his name, and by the Spirit of thee our God .
May we be his now , and his forever ; numbered now among his

people, and sealed to the day of final redemption . Extend the limits

of the Redeemer's kingdom . Let the joyful sound of his gospel be
heard in every land , and by many a heart may it be felt to be the

wisdom of God, and the power of God unto salvation . Especially
in this, our native country, in every neighborhood , and in every
family , may the pure and undefiled religion of Christ prosper and

prevail. Everywhere may the wickedness of the wicked come to an
end, and may truth and righteousness be established amongst us.
Prosper the labors of those who minister among us in holy things ;

may they not spend their strength for naught, and may we be a
willing people in the day of thy power. We commend to thee our
kindred and friends ; encompass them with thy favor, as with a

shield ,and bless them with the joys of thy salvation. Look in mercy
on the sick , the sorrowful, and the dying ; accommodate the supplies
of thy providence, and grace, and Spirit, to their varied necessities.

May they know thee and rest in thee as their God and portion .
Thou hast brought us in safety to the close of another day, and of
another week , and much cause have we to praise thee for thy con

tinuing goodness. Solemnize our minds in the prospect of the ap
proaching sabbath . If it please thee to spare us to see it, may we
enjoy it as a day of rest, and of spiritual refreshment. May we be,
enabled to engage in its duties in a spiritual frame of mind, and to
serve thee aright, with acceptableness and holy fear. All we ask is

fo : Christ's sake. Amen.

SABBATH MORNING.]
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Twenty - Third Week.
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALM LXXII.

LORD, let thy kingdom come! Take unto thee thy power, O
God of Zion ! Reign over us. Make us willing and glad to abide
under thy benignant sway. Let the wondrous discoveries of thy
gospel- its revelations of thy everlasting love, of the riches of re

deeming grace, and of the efficacy of the blood of the cross, subdue
our souls, and dispose us to yield a grateful obedience to thy law .

Weacknowledge that other lords besides thee have had dominion
over us. We owed thee an affection and an obedience which we

did not pay. Thou didst speak, thou didst command , thou didst
threaten , thou didst invite , thou didst entreat; but we would not

hearken unto thy voice. All the day long didst thou stretch out
thy hands to us ; but we were a gainsaying and a rebellious people.
We wonder, O Lord , at the goodness which surrounds us, and at

the long-suffering of which we are the monuments. But thy ways
are not as our ways ; neither are thy thoughts like our thoughts.
Wherefore, we beseech thee, to pardon our iniquity, and to blot out
our sin. And grant thou that we may not rebel any more. Take
away our hearts of unbelief and pride, and give us hearts that are

disaffection, and to make us ashamed on account of it. May he shed
abroad within us the love of thy service, and teach us to prize the
blessings of thy government, and the privileges of the children of

thy kingdom . And, in repairing this day to thy sanctuary,may He,
the Comforter, excite us to an alacrity , and fill us with a joy, aris
ing from true and loyal dispositions to thee, as our King and our
God . May it this day be our happiness to receive of the bounty ,
to partake of the royal munificence of the church 's glorious Head.
O let us taste and see that the Lord is gracious. Speedily let thy
kingdom everywhere come. We pray that thou wouldst render
effectual for its advancement, the proclamation of the gospel tidings
to build the walls of Zion , and to enlarge the Christian territory ,
Come down upon the scene of Christian toil in this lower world , as
rain upon the mown grass , and as showers that water the earth .
We rejoice, O God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, in the fore

told felicities that are to flow from the reign of thy Son. Blessed
be thy name that already they are begun to be experienced, and that
thy children are no strangers to peace, even to the peace of recon
ciliation with thee, by the righteousness of our Lord .

We thank

thee, that it has been given to any, to feel the converting, and sanc
tifying, and consoling influencesof the Holy Ghost, and that the first
drops are falling of that heavenly shower which thou hast promised
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shall descend in a plenteous rain even from sea to sea, and from the
river to the ends of the earth. We give thee praise,that the oppres
sor of souls has already felt the superior might of the Captain of our

salvation, and that the sure prospect is before us of the utter and
final overthrow of the kingdom of satan . Enable us more and more
to rest on thy promises, and to realize the excellence of spiritual
blessings. May we be among the number of those who are looking

for and hasting unto the day of God, and longing after the new
heavens, and the new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Hear

our prayer, O God, for the sake of Jesus thy Son . Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . — PSALM LXXIII.

O LORD, truly thou art good to Israel. Lord ! thou art the God
that doeth wonders. Thou hast built up thy mercy forever ! Thou
sentest not thy Son into the world to condemn the world, but that

the world through him might be saved. Thy commission did not
bid him execute vengeance, but appointed him to accomplish salva
tion .

Thou didst subject him for our sakes to poverty, sorrow , and

shame. It pleased thee to bruise him , and to put him to grief. On
him thou didst lay the iniquity of us all. It was thy will, that he
the just should die for us, the unjust, in order to bring us unto God .

Wethank thee for the promise of the outpouring of the Spirit. We
rejoice in the fulfilment of that promise . Blessed be thy name that
souls are quickened ; that captives of satan are made to know the
joyful sound, and that some of those who sit in darkness, are made

to see the great light of the gospel. We adore, O Lord, that won
derful work of thy Spirit, whereby they who were aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenantof promise ,

are made fellow -citizens with the saints, and of the household of
God ; and they who were not a people, are become the people of
God . O make us partakers in the privileges of thy true Israel !
Weare dark : do thou enlighten us. We are powerless: do thou

strengthen us with might by thy Spirit in the inner man. We are
foolish : make us wise unto salvation . We are prone to unbelief:
O make the vital grace of faith to abound in us. We are carnal,

proud, unholy : make us spiritual, humble, contrite - haters of sin ,
lovers of righteousness, and followers of that holiness without which
none shall see the Lord. We pray, O Lord, that wemay be enabled
to glorify thee in every circumstance of our life, and under every
dispensation of thy providence. When affliction comes, may we be

prepared to meet it. Let no troubles that ever befall us, create in
our minds a doubt of thy goodness. May we be of that privileged
number, to whom all things work together for good ; and whom
neither tribulation, nor distress, nor persecution , nor famine, nor
nakedness, nor peril, nor sword ; neither death , nor life, things pres
cnt, nor things to come; neither height, nor depth , nor any other
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creature, shall be able to separate from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord ! Forgive, O our God, the imperfection and
sin with which our religious services this day are chargeable. Fol.
low , with an effectual blessing, the solemn exercises in which we

have been engaged. Let it not be in vain that thy servants have
this day confronted and assailed the adversary with the sword of

the Spirit. Deep and deadly may the injury prove that has this day
been inflicted on the kingdom of satan ! Hasten the downfall of
Babylon, the destruction of Antichrist ! Let the eastern deceiver,
deceive men no more ! May the worship of idols, and of gods that
are no gods, speedily everywhere cease ! O send help from above,
out of thy sanctuary , to the soldiers of the cross . May the Captain

of the Lord 's host go forth before them , conquering and to conquer !
We pray for our country. Turn the hearts of the people, old and
young, high and low , rich and poor, to thyself. May our public

sins be forgiven by thee, and forsaken by us ; and may our nation
be exalted in righteousness . Bless our rulers. Give them to rule

wisely and prosperously over us. Endow them with thy saving grace ;
and may they adorn their eminent station , by exhibiting in it all the
excellencies of the Christian character. We now commit ourselves
to thee, O thou that keepest Israel ! Be gracious unto us. Let our

slumbers this night be peaceful and refreshing ! and in the morning
may we awake to celebrate thy praises, for Christ's sake. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . – 1 KINGS XVIII.
O LORD, thou art God alone. Thou art the Creator of all, the

preserver of all, the Lord of all. From all other gods we will turn
away, because they are no gods. We will worship the Lord our
God, and him only will we serve. O let us have grace to keep thy
commandments ! Thou hast commanded us to believe on thy Son .
Enable us to obey : may we joyfully surrender to him our hearts,
and humbly and gratefully rely on his righteousness. Thou hast
commanded us to desist from the vain attempts to serve two masters .
Give us, therefore, fortitude to choose ; and give us wisdom to

choose aright. Thou hast commanded us to yield our bodies as liv.
ing sacrifices, holy and acceptable unto thee, which is our reasonable
service. May we, therefore, yield our members as the instruments
of righteousness unto God . Thou hast said , Be ye holy , for I am

holy . Othen, furnish us with the principles and motives from
which holiness shall flow : give us thy sanctifying grace. We re
member it is written, that without Christ we can do nothing. There

fore, O Lord, we cry unto thee to enable us to abide in Christ ; so

that, we being in him , he may be in us, and our fruit may abound
to thy praise. From the person and the character, the life and the
death, of Jesus, may we have faith to draw such strength and nour
ishment, that our fruit shall abound more and more. Send down
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upon us the dews of thy divine influences; and give us the Holy

Ghost. We pray for a speedy end to idol worship everywhere.
How long , O Lord , shall darkness so extensively prevail, and vast

multitudes of the children of men remain in the region of the shadow
of death ! When wilt thou cause the reign of superstition to cease,
and forever ruin the credit of all false gods ! Have mercy , we be

seech thee, upon the millions that are perishing in our own and
other lands. We ask thee not for miracles, such as thou wroughtest
of old by thy servant Elijah ; but we ask thee for things still more

highly to be prized,— even , o our God, the effectual influences of
thy grace. Grant that of these there may be a far more copious dis

pensation than has hitherto been enjoyed . Where already the gos
pel is preached, let quickening power continually accompany it.

May Christians in name, become Christians indeed. And instead
of temporary impressions on the understanding, may the truth , as it
is in Jesus, make saving impressions on the heart. Where, as yet,

the joyful sound has not been heard, O soon let thy heralds make
their appearance, and proclaim the glad tidings to all. And go thou
with them , O Lord. When they speak to the deaf, do thou cause
the deaf to hear. When they cry amid the valley of the dead, do
thou cause the dead men to live. Let not thy word and thy Spirit

be separated . Where the word is preached there may the Spirit
operate. Let the word be borne over all the earth ; over all the
earth let the Spirit pursue his renewing and sanctifying processes,and
perform his enlightening, and comforting, and saving work. Take
thou possession of every land, and of every heart, for thyself ; that
no land and no heart may remain to be possessed by idols. We
seek thy protection and aid , O our Father, in all that is before us.

Let not our intercourse with the world make us forgetful of thee.
In attending to our secular affairs, may our conduct be guided by
the directions of thy law , and may we have an eye to thy glory.

Lead us not into temptation , but deliver us from evil. Let the
beauty of the Lord our God be upon us ; and establish thou the work
of our hands upon us : yea, the work of our hands, establish thou
it. And now , O Lord, forgive us our sins, and hear thou our morn

ing supplications, for Christ's sake. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING .— JOHN XX.
O LORD, thou hast done marvellous things : thy right hand and
thy holy arm have gotten thee the victory. Thou didst not, o our
Father, leave the soul of thy Messiah in hell, neither didst thou suf

fer thine Holy One to see corruption . Vain was all the power of
death , - impotent all the rage of satan ; they could not keep our
Lord a prisoner in the tomb. We thank thee for that gospel which
calls upon us to believe and trust in a Saviour who once was dead ,

- dead for sin ; and who, therefore, expiated its guilt, satisfied the
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law , and magnified thy justice at the cost of his inestimable blood .
And we also thank thee that the Saviour whom the gospel presents

to us is not dead now ; that, though he was truly dead, he is now as
truly alive ; that he lives a Priest to intercede for us, a Prophet to
teach us, a King to sway the sceptre of a benign and happy reign

over us. Obtaining reconciliation to thee by the death of thy Son,
O grant that we may be completely and finally saved by his life.
We remember that he said unto his disciples, Because I live, ye shall
live also . We covet for ourselves the fulfilment of this gracious

promise. May we be the living people of a living Saviour. O that
our souls Chmay
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power of Christ's Spirit, wemay not be among the number of them
whom spiritual death retains in the grave of trespasses and sins.
Quicken and revive us, we beseech thee. May we have life by
reason of Christ living in us. Let us be vitally united to Christ, and

so we shall be planted together in the likeness of his death , and also
in the likeness of his resurrection ; and , as Christ was raised up from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also shall be made
to walk in newness of life. Realizing by faith our union with
Christ, may we be enabled to yield ourselves unto God, as those
that are alive from the dead , and our members as instruments of

righteousness unto God . Make us willing and faithful in thy ser
vice ; and let us have grace to pay an unconstrained obedience to
thy law . Let thy people everywhere become more sensible of the

Redeemer's excellence and attractions. And ( may the eyes of a
blinded world be opened, that men may see what perfections they
are despising, on what winningmajesty and adorable goodness they

are turning their backs, when they reject the approaches of Jesus.
We implore a blessing, O Lord , upon our beloved native land . Deal
not with us as we have sinned, neither reward us according to

our iniquities. Be gracious to our rulers. Bless the Reformed
churches. May the work of their reformation continue to go for
ward . Bless thou the church to which we belong — her courts, her

pastors, her flocks. May her efforts to promulgate the gospel, and
to convey the saving knowledge of Jesus to the perishing multitudes,
both at home and abroad, be crowned with signal success. And
now , ( our God , what wait we for ? As thou hast mercifully kept

us this day, so do thou guard us in the watches of the night. And
remember not against us any of our innumerable transgressions, but

receive us graciously, and love us freely ; for the sake of Jesus our
Saviour. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . — 1 KINGS XIX.
O LORD, let thy mercy be on us, as we do hope and trust in thee.

We have nothing of our own to recommend us to thy favor, but we
come to thee in the name of him whom thou hearest always, and

for whose righteousness' sake thou art well pleased with all them

350

TWENTY-THIRD WEEK .

( TUESDAY EVENING.

that truly desire to seek and serve thee. We know that an idol is
nothing in the world , and that there is no God beside thee, and that
there is no salvation in any other. Teach us thy way, and lead us

in it. Deliver us from the ignorance, the impenitence, the enmity ,
and the obduracy of an unbelieving heart. Convince us of our de
merit and danger as sinners, and determine us to count all things

loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ, that wemay win

Christ, and be found in him . Open the eyes of our understanding,
that wemay see the wonders of thy law , and enlarge our hearts that
we may run in the way of thy commandments . May Christ be
formed in us, that we may abide in him , and bring forth much fruit.

Let us never be ashamed of the gospel of Christ, nor indifferent to

his cause. Make us willing both to spend and be spent in his ser
vice and for his sake. Fortify us against the fear of man , which
bringeth a snare, and enable us to contend earnestly for the faith

once delivered to the saints. Keep us back from all presumptuous
sin , and permit us neither to despise thy chastening, nor to faint un
der thy rebuke. May we know Christ in the fellowship of his suf.
ferings, and choose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God

than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season . We thank thee, O
Lord , for the light, and liberty, and grace of the gospel dispensation .
Blessed are our eyes for they see, and our ears for they hear. May
the still small voice of mercy which speaks to us, speedily convey
its glad tidings of great joy to all people.

Be mindful of thy cove .

nant of promise, and give to thy Son the heathen for his inheritance,
and the uttermost parts of the earth for a possession . Thou hast
never left thyself without a witness, and we rejoice to believe that

even in this present time of darkness and degeneracy there is still a
remnant according to the election of grace. Pour out thy Spirit
upon all flesh, and add to thy church daily many such as shall be

saved. We offer unto thee our sacrifice of praise for the mercies
of the past night, and for the comforts and prospects of another
morning. Keep us in thy fear all the day long. Preserve on our
minds a constant and commanding sense of thy presence, so that we
may both act and endure as seeing him who is invisible. May we

walk humbly with God, and circumspectly before men, in all things
adorning the doctrine ofGod our Saviour, by a conversation such as
becometh the gospel. Prepare us for every duty and trial. Feed us
with food convenient, and make thy grace sufficient for us. Perfect
that which concerns us, and grant that the meditations of our heart,

and thewords of ourmouth may find acceptance in thy sight, through
Christ, our strength and Redeemer. Amen.

TUESDAY EVENING .— JOHN XXI.

WE adore thee, O Lord , as the former of our bodies, and the
Father of our spirits ; the fountain of our mercies, and the foun
dation of our hopes. Early rcre we cast on thy care , and thou hast
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good. In danger thou hast been our defence ; in trouble thou hast
been our support and consolation ; thou hast delivered our eyes from

tears, our feet from falling, and our souls from death . Bless the
Lord, then , O our souls, and all that is within us be stirred up to
bless and magnify his holy name.

O Lord , we had destroyed our

selves, but in thee is our help. When no other eye pitied, and no
other hand could help , thine eye pitied us, and thine almighty arm
wrought out salvation for us. He that is mighty hath done great
things for us. Blessed be he who came in the name of the Lord to
save us. We rejoice that he who was delivered for vur offences
was raised again for our justification, and that by many infallible
proofs he showed himself alive to his disciples, the chosen witnesses

of his resurrection . Webelieve in the testimony which thou didst

give by them concerning Christ, that lie not only died for our sins,
according to the scriptures, but rose again the first-fruits of them
that sleep. May we be planted together in the likeness of his death,

that we may be also in the likeness of his resurrection . May it ap
pear that we have been quickened together with Christ, by our

seeking those things which are above, where he sitteth at the right
hand of God , and by our striving if by any means we may attain
unto the resurrection of the dead . We desire , O Lord, that Christ
may dwell in our hearts, and that he may be precious to us as he is
to them that believe. May the love of Christ be not only in us, but
may it constrain us so to feel and act that, appealing to the Searcher
of hearts, wemay be enabled to say, Lord, thou knowest all things,

thou knowest that I love thee. Animated by the love of Christ,
may we find his service to be perfect freedom , and know from ex
perience that his yoke is easy and his burden light. Rooted and
grounded in love, may we hold fast the profession of our faith
and the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end, and
never be moved away from the hope of the gospel, nor be of them

who draw back unto perdition, but ofthem who believe to the saving
of their souls. O Lord , teach us thy statutes, and give us a compe
tent share of that knowledge which maketh wise unto salvation .
Suffer us not to employ, on the characters and concerns of others,

that attention which is due to our own ; nor let us ever forget that
one thing is needful, and that it will profit us nothing to have gained

the whole world if we lose our own souls. We offer our tribute of
thanksgiving for the mercies of the day that has now come to a close.
Pardon the sin we may have contracted, and grant us that repent
ance which is unto salvation . We commit ourselves to thy care

and keeping during this night, and pray that we may obtain quiet
and refreshing rest. Prepare us for what remains of our day and

duty, and for the night of death in which no man can work . “Bless
our friends with thy favor, and our enemies with thy forgiveness.
May thy grace be on all that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity,

and may thy way be soon known on the earth, and thy saving health
unto thy name, through Christ, be glory now and forever. Amen.

among all nations. Graciously hear the voice of our petitions, and

352

TWENTY-THIRD WEEK .

[WEDNESDAY MORNING.

WEDNESDAY MORNING . — 1 KINGS XXI.
O LORD, thou madest allthings by thy power and for thy glory .
The earth is thine, with the fulness thereof ; thine are all the crea

tures that live upon it, they all wait on thee. Lord, thou preservest
man and beast. How precious is thy grace ! Thine is the air we
breathe, the food we eat, and the raiment we put on . Make us to

feel our dependence on thy care, and our obligations to thy bounty .
May the gifts of thy providence, of which we partake every moment,
raise our thoughts to thee, from whom all blessings flow ; and may
our preserved lives be cheerfully spent in thy service, and zealously
consecrated to thy praise. Teach us contentment, that we may
know how to be abased and how to abound. Convince us that we
deserve nothing at thy hand but indignation and wrath, as the pun

ishment of our sin, and that we are not worthy even of the least of
all thy mercies. Dispose us to receive with gratitude, to enjoy with
moderation , and to improve with diligence, our allotted share of

worldly good . Let us not seek great things for ourselves, butmay
we seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, in the be
lief that all other things necessary will then be added unto us. Suf.

fer us not to murmur under our own trials and disappointments, nor
to envy the prosperity, or covet the possessions of others. Enable
us to cast all our cares upon him who careth for us, and in every
thing by prayer and supplication , with thanksgiving, to make our

requests known unto God . Wecome to thee as the God of all grace,

who hast promised to give the Holy Spirit to them that ask it. O
satisfy us early with thy mercy. Take away the stony heart out of
our flesh, and renew within us a right spirit. May he who com
manded the light to shine out of darkness, shine into our hearts, to
give us the knowledge of his glory in the face of Jesus Christ ; and
may the light which is in us, be made to shine forth before men, so
that others, seeing our good works, may glorify our Father which is
in heaven. We bless thee, O Lord, for the care with which thou
hast watched over and preserved us during the past night, and for
the privilege which thou hast afforded us of entering on the duties
and enjoyments of another day. Prepare us for our work and our
warfare : keep us from the evil that is in the world . May we act up
to our principles, and hold fast our profession , and walk worthy of
the vocation wherewith we are called . Guide us by thy counsel,

sustain us by thy providence, strengthen with might by thy Spirit in
the inner man, and bless us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly

places, in Christ Jesus, so that we may serve thee acceptably, and
our generation usefully , according to thy will ; and be made meet for

the inheritance of the saints in light, through Christ our strength
and Redeemer. Amen .
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WEDNESDAY EVENING .— ACTS I.
O God, thou art exalted far above all blessing and praise. Thou
dwellest in the high and holy place . Yet thou humblest thyself to
behold the things that are under the sun ; thou dwellest with him
that is of an humble and contrite heart, to revive the spirit of the
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite one. In thy sight,
O Lord , we are less than nothing and vanity. In us dwelleth no

good thing. Our own hearts condemn us, and thou art greater than
our hearts, and knowest all things. What are we, O Lord, and what
is our Father's house, that thou hast brought us hitherto ? We ad .
mire and extol the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that he who was
rich for our sales became poor, that we, through his poverty , might
become rich . We thank thee, that having finished his work on
earth, he took possession
bookthat heounow
sup of hishi reward
ab inSaheaven : and
c

is 012 he ause ful pord, to ngs othe vie of our

ing

rs

sits on the right hand of the Majesty on high , and ever liveth to

plead the cause , and present the prayers of his people , and to dis
pense all needful supplies of grace, to help them in every time of
need . Enable us, O Lord , to follow Christ,whither he has ascended ,
by setting our affections on things above, and by having our conver

sation in heaven ,whence we look for the Saviour. As strangers and
pilgrims on the earth , may we spend the time of our sojourning here
in fear ; using the world , as not abusing it, and looking for the
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God our Sa

viour, who shall change these vile bodies, and fashion them like unto

his own glorious body. Having this hope in him , may we purify
ourselves even as he is pure. May we give all diligence to make our
calling and election sure, by adding to our faith, virtue,knowledge,
temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly -kindness, and charity ;
may these things not only be in us, but abound in us, so that we
may be neither barren nor unfruitful in the work of the Lord . O
Lord, remember thy covenant of promise, and bring in thine ancient
people the Jews, with the fulness of the Gentiles. May the Sun of
righteousness soon arise, and shine on all the kingdoms of this
world , causing them to become the kingdoms of our God and of his
Christ. Let wickedness come to a speedy and final end . May right

eousness everywhere flow down the streets as a stream ,and judgment
as a mighty river. We offer our humble ascriptions of gratitude for
thy mercy and goodness during the past day. Guard us from dan.
ger during the silent watches of the night, and give us the sleep of
thy beloved . Put us, and keep us in a state of readiness for the du .
ties of life, for the event of death, and for the joys of immortality.
Fill us with the Spirit of thy grace, and grant us acceptance in our

persons and services, for the Redeemer's sake. Amen .
23
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THURSDAY MORNING . — 1 KINGS XXII.

Most holy and mercifulGod , we lift our hearts to thee thismorn
ing in the name of our blessed Mediator ; and we pray that thou
wouldst enable us, by thy Spirit, ever to worship thee with deep rev
erence of soul, and a humble confidence in thy love. Thou alone
art God , the fountain of all good , and beside thee there is no Saviour.

We praise thee as the Maker, and the Sovereign , and disposer of all
things. Thy throne is in the heavens, and judgment and righteous
ness are ever its habitation ; and thy face is set against all who do
evil, to cut off their remembrance from the earth . But we rejoice,
O Lord, to know that thou art compassionate, as well as holy, and
while there is no safety to sinners under thy righteous providence,
that all thy ways are mercy and peace to such as keep thy covenant,
and thy testimonies, to do them . We are utterly unworthy, O Lord,

to approach thee, or take thy name into our lips, for we were born in
sin , and are the natural heirs of wrath ; we cannot reckon the multi
tude of our actual transgressions, for in all things we come short of
thy glory. Our hopes of acceptance are entirely in thy mercy, and

we adore thee for the blessed Gospel of thy well-beloved Son, in
which we are assured that through the merits of his sacrifice, thou
canst be both just and merciful in thy dealings with us sinners who

believe in his name. O may the blood of his perfect and accepted
atonement, ever speak peace to our consciences , and dispel from our
hearts all apprehensions of thy wrath, and may we ever be able to
joy in thee through Jesus Christ, who has reconciled and bought us.

Grant, we beseech thee, that we may ever feel the obligations and
constraining influences of thine infinite love and grace, and ever live
in obedience to them . O Lord, we have everything to ask from

thee, that wemay serve thee aright, or ever hope to fulfil thy holy
and good commandments. We beseech thee to grant us thy Holy
Spirit, to enable us to repent truly of all our sins, and to serve thee

without fear, in holiness and righteousness all our days. Wewould

ever bear in mind that we live in a world lying in wickedness. May
we have grace to watch and pray that we never enter into tempta .

tion, and may be strengthened to shun every scene and every alli
ance that would lead us into sin .

O Lord , we are only safe when

under thy protection . Do thou preserve us from evil, and make thy
grace sufficient for us, that we may be faithful in every duty, and pa
tient under every trial. May our faith in thy love and promises,

and presence, never fail us amid all the trials thatmay encompass us.
May we cleave to thee, and over all the evils that may surround us

may we be more thai conquerors through him that loved us. O
Lord, we bless thee for having preserved us over another night, and
for thy goodness this morning ; give us this day our daily bread ; fit

us for all our duties, and in all we think or do may wehave an aim
to thy approbation and glory. We pray, O Lord , for all the families
of mankind . Have mercy on the unenlightened heathen , and give
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success to the means using to instruct and convert them . May Jesus
be given for salvation to the ends of the earth. May all our friends

and benefactors be partakers of thy grace. Hear and save all in
trouble. Let us not forget that the day of life is short, and that the
best preparation for its trials and close is to spend the hours of health
and season of activity in thy service. Hear, O Lord, and accept of
us and our worship , for the sake of Jesus, and to thy name be all
praise, now and forever.

Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - ACTS II.
FATHER of mercies, from whom cometh every good and perfect
gift, we beseech thee to pour on us thy Holy Spirit, that we may

know thee savingly , and glorify thee in soul and body, which are
thine. We lament our inability to serve thee , as thou hast a right
to require of us, and thy daily benefits oblige us to do. We confess
and would deplore that we are naturally alienated from thee in heart
and mind, and dead in sin . We neither see thee in thy works nor
own thee in thy providence as we ought, and while thou speakest to
us by thy Son, we are too oft deaf to the voice that calls us to our
God, and to virtue and happiness. Have compassion on us, most
gracious God ; see Jesus, our shield , look on us in the face of thine
Anointed , and for his sake forgive all our iniquities ; restore our
souls, and love us freely . Convince us, we beseech thee, of the evil
of our manifold sins, and our native weakness and corruption , and
may we be in the daily exercise of a sincere repentance and lively
faith on the God of our salvation . We would stir up all that is
within us to bless thy name for what thou hast done to save us.
We adore thee for the sure grounds on which thou callest us to rest
our faith, and for the pledges thou hast given that thou wilt fulfil
to all whobelieve the great and precious promises of thy holy word .

We rejoice to know that thou hast exalted to thy right hand, a
prince and Saviour, who is God in our nature, who knows our in
firmities and temptations, and is ever ready to succor us in need,

and save to the uttermost all who come to thee in his name. May

we joyfully receive and ever rest on him forour salvation, and may
he be formed in our hearts the hope of glory . Forbid , O Lord , we

should be satisfied with a faith that doth not sanctify our hearts .

May our faith destroy all pride, and selfishness, and worldliness in
our souls, and work in us love, and humility, and mercy, and virtue,
and heavy -mindedness, and peace. May we study to be living

epistles of the gospel, read of all men. May we strive to abound in
the fruits of thy Spirit. Forbid that by unbelief or sin we should
ever grieve him , or quench his holy influences. May we ever cher

ish and obey his teachings, and may we have his witness that weare
thy children, and the heirs of imniortality. We adore thee for thy

care over us,ar 1the many mercies we have this day enjoyed . Blot

356

TWENTY - THIRD WEEK.

[FRIDAY MORNING.

outthe sins ve have committed against thee, and all our short-com
ings ; enable us in our after life , if thou art pleased to spare us, to
live more to thy glory. May thy word have free course and be glo
rified . Hasten the time when the reign of truth , and love, and
righteousness shall be universal on earth. Have mercy on the poor

and afflicted, and on the bereaved and the dying. Keep us ever in

mind that our days and nights are numbered ; prepare us for their
end. We commit ourselves to thy protection through the night, and
whether it be thy will to call us hence ere another morning dawns,
or raise us to see its light, may we be prepared for all the ordina
tions of thy merciful and righteous providence, Accept of our ser
vices, and answer our prayers, for the sake of Jesus, and to thy.name

be all glory, now and ever. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . — 2 KINGS I.

OTHOU who art the unseen , but omnipotent Creator, and dispo
ser of all things, hear our prayers this morning, and bless us, we

beseech thee, for the sake of thy beloved Son, our Lord and Saviour.
Thou art our God, and we will ever seek and praise thee. There is
no God but thee. The objects worshipped by blinded heathens are
the works of their own hands, or the creatures of delusion, but thou

so that name " werlastin delusion ,thens a

art the true and living God , thou art an everlasting king. Who, O

Lord, would not fear thy great name? Thou art glorious in holi
ness, ever doing wonders. We rejoice, O Lord, to know , that al
though thine arm be mighty to destroy, it is also mighty to save.
Blessed are they who love and trust thee. Thy favor is life . Thou
art as a wall of fire around thy servants in times of trouble ; a thou
sand shall fall at their sides, and ten thousand at their right hand ;
but it shall not come nigh unto them , for they have the Lord for
their defence, and the Most High for their habitation . Most gra
ciousGod, we confess and lament that we have never been affected
as we ought, by thy majesty and holiness, or thy goodness and mer.
cy. Wehave never sought nor trusted, nor loved and served thee,
as thou hast a right to expect we always should have done. We

have too much loved and gone after idols. When in health , we
have sought our happiness in the broken and empty cisterns of this

world ; and when in sickness or trouble, we have soughtdeliverance,
and placed our dependence more on means, and creature helps and
comforters, than on thee, the giver and restorer of life , the source of
all consolation . We have forgotten the hand that has fed us, and

lightly esteemed the rock of our salvation. We confess, O Lord,
that it is because of thine infinite forbearance and compassion we
have not been consumed by the fire of thy righteous judgments ;

and we bless thee for thy long-suffering and mercy. Humble us,we
beseech thee, under a deep sense of our ungodliness and ingrati
tude ; and may thy patience lead us to repentance. And we adore
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thee for that proof of thine infinite love thou hast given us, in the

gift of thine eternal Son, to die for us and save us from all our ini.
quities. May we feel our absolute need of his salvation ; and by a
true and living faith be made partakers of it. Grant that an expe
rience of thy redeeming mercy, may ever constrain us to love and
serve thee. Be thou ever our covenant God, and may we be unto
thee a faithful and devoted people.

O Lord, we beseech thee, to re

new our hearts more and more. May thy holy Spirit keep our ever

erring affections from departing from thee, and lead us ever to seek
our happiness in doing thy will, and promoting thy glory. Do thou
be our strength in the hour of temptation , and our refuge in times
of trouble. Never leave us, we entreat thee, and keep us by thy
power and grace to the day of salvation . May the goodness that
has blessed us during the night watches, follow us through this day.
Supply our wants, teach us our duties, and preserve us from all evil.
Bless our kindred and friends, look in pity on all under trial, and

comfort all who mourn . Hasten the timewhen the reign of idolatry
and wickedness in heathen lands, and the prevalence of error and

corruption in parts where thy gospel has been preached , shall be
the kingdom of glory hastened. And grant, O Lord, that we may

brought to an end. May the kingdom of grace be advanced, and

so live, that at last we may be partakers of its eternal joys. And
unto thy name be all power , and honor, and glory forever. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . - ACTS III.

GREAT and manifold are thy works, Lord God Almighty, in wis
dom and goodness thou hast made them all. We rejoice, O Lord, to
know that although all creation is thine, and eternity and its praises
thy dwelling-place, thou humblest thyself to care for us thy sinful

children , and to provide for our happiness. Thou didst make us at

first upright, but we feel that we are transgressors, and that thy holy
image has been defaced from our souls. Our understandings are
blind to what is good, our wills averse to it, and our whole hearts
prone to what is evil. We are unable, O Lord, of ourselves to do

anything that is not sinful. Justly, O Lord , mightest thou have
cast us off, and shut thine ears against our prayers, and made us
everlasting monuments of thy righteous judgments. But forever
blessed be thy name that thou didst pity us, in our poor, and help

less, and lost condition, and didst so love us as to give thy beloved
Son , that we might not perish but have everlasting life. O the
height and depth , the breadth and length of thy love to us in Christ

Jesus: it passeth knowledge. Forbid, most mercifulGod, that Je.
sus should be sent to us in vain , and that his gospel should be to us

the savor of death. Let us not be guilty of neglecting this great
salvation . May the miracles of power and mercy by which he

proved he came from thee, confirm our faith and establish our
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hearts in his blessed word. And grant, O Lord, that we may bo
able, from our experience of its efficacy, to testify that the gospel is
worthy of all acceptation. May we bemade, by thy Holy Spirit, to

feel more and more its power in quickening and renewing our souls,
and filling us with peace and joy. Let us never forget the Lord who
has redeemed us. May we ever glory in his name and in his cross,
and testify our love, and gratitude, and salvation, by honoring and
obeying all his commandments. Teach us, O Lord, that he who be

gins the good work in us, can alone carry it to perfection : and may
we ever wait on Jesus, and live by faith in his wisdom , and right

eousness, and grace . O Lord, we would never forget that allmeans
owe their efficacy to thee, nor thy promises of spiritual benefits to
all who seek thy mercy . Do thou comedown on our souls, O Lord,

by the influences of thy heavenly grace , and refresh, and bless, and
save us. Enable us, in a patient continuance in well-doing, to go
on our way rejoicing, looking for the blessed hope and glorious ap

pearing of the great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We bless thee
for having brought us in safety to the close of another day . Make

us grateful for all the mercies we have this day enjoyed , and let not
the sins which, in thought, or word , or deed we have been guilty of,
be remembered against us. May thy kingdom come, when all na

tions shall be blessed in Jesus, and thy glory shall fill the earth.
Bless all whom we ought to have on our hearts at thy throne of
grace. And do thou , who never sleepest, watch over us during the

night season, and if it be thy will, raise us to the enjoyment of thy
favor on another morning. All we ask, O Lord, is in the name of
Jesus, to whom ,with thee and thy blessed Spirit, we ascribe all glory
and praise , now and ever. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . — 2 KINGS II.
O LORD, we adore thee for the wondrous plan of redeeminglyve
which was executed by the mission , the sufferings and death of the
Lord Jesus Christ. We thank thee that Christ died , and rose, and
revived, and that he has now ascended up to the right hand of the

majesty on high, to intercede in behalf of those whom he has pur

chased with his blood. We bless thee that he is preparingmansions
for his people , and that when ages close he will come again to re

ceive them to himself, that where he is there they may be also. We
delight to think that Christ has triumphed over the grave, and that
he has given a glorious earnest that over his redeemed people the
second death shall have no power. May we be among the number
of Christ's people ; washed in his blood, and sanctified by his Spirit.
Give us a closer walk with thee. May we be not conformed to the

world , but transformed by the renewing of ourminds, by the power
of the Holy Spirit, and may it be our daily concern to die unto sin

and to live unto holiness

Do thou de ver us from the power, and
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the practice, and the guilt of sin, and make us partakers of the di
vine nature, that when Christ, who ' is our life, shall appear, we also
may appear with him in glory. We bless thee that thou hast al

ways had a church upon the earth ; that in the darkest period ofthe
ancient dispensation there were seven thousand who did not bow the

knee to Baal, and that there have been some in every age whc have
not defiled their garments, but have been witnesses for religion and
for God. Lord, we entreat of thee to raise up instruments to carry

on thy work on the earth. Let a double portion of thy good Spirit
rest upon those who minister in holy things at home or abroad , and

may the mantle of the holy and good who have departed to be with
Christ, rest upon their successors. Lord, we commend unto thee

especially this family. Bless every member of it with all needful
blessings. We thank thee that thou hast spared us to meet around

the family altar ; and we would bless thee for the mercies of the
past night and of this morning . Go forward with us to the active

duties of the day. Keep our bodies from danger and our souls from
sin . May we be in thy fear all the day long. Guide us by thy
counsel, and afterwards receive us into glory, for the Lord Jesus

Christ's sake. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . - ACTS IV .
O LORD, our Father and our God, wewould desire, at the close of
another day, to prostrate ourselves before the footstoolof thy throne,
in the name of the Lord JesusChrist, our once crucified butnow exalt
ed Redeemer. Do thou assist us by thy Holy Spirit, and enable us to
worship thee in a right and acceptable manner. Wedesire to bless
thee that, by the good hand of our God upon us, we have been
brought to the close of another week ; and looking back upon the
days that are past, we would be humbled on account of ourmanifold
sinfulness, and we would plead for mercy's sake that thou wouldst
extend to us pardon, and peace, and eternal life, through the blood
of thy Son Jesus Christ. We would remember the mercies of this
week , and, in the view of our temporal comforts and our spiritual
privileges, we would desire to raise our Ebenezer to thee, saying,

Hitherto hath the Lord helped us ! O thou that hast kept our souls
from death, keep, we beseech thee, our eyes from tears and our feet
from falling. Guide our footsteps into the way of peace, place us
upon the rock that is higher than we, and enable us to find peace,

and rest, and comfort, and joy, where thy justice found satisfaction.
Lord , may we rest on nothing short of Christ and his finished work .

May we ever bear in mind that Christ is the only foundation of a
sinner's hope, and that there is none other name given under heaven
among men whereby wemust be saved . O may we rest on nothing
short of a change of character and of life. May thy Holy Spirit
descend to enlighten our understandings, to renew our wills, and to
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warm our naturally cold hearts with the love of Christ. May that
love constrain us to live not to ourselves but to Christ, who died for
us and rose again. May we have union to Christ by faith , and
union among each other by love. May we keep the unity of the
Spirit, in the bond of peace, and may we ever be desirous that

grace, and mercy, and peace may rest upon all the Israel of God .
Lord , may we be under thy protecting care this night. Do thou ,
the holy One of Israel, who never slumberest, protect and bless us

during the silent watches. Fit us, O God , for the solemn and in
teresting duties of a coming sabbath , if thou seest meet to spare us.
Let this world speedily become one universal temple to Jehovah,
and where the sons of men shall learn the anthems of the blessed

above. The Lord hasten it in his own time, and let the whole earth

be speedily filled with his glory. All we ask is for the Lord Jesus'
sake.

Amen .

Twenty - Fourth Week .
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALM LXXIV.
ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed God ! Thou hast been the dwelling.
place of thy church and people in every generation . We come be

fore thy throne this morning of thy holy day, in the nameof Christ,
the living Head of his people, beseeching thee to pardon , to sanctify,
and to bless us. We thank thee for the rest of the past night, and
that we have been brought together this morning to surround the
family altar, in so comfortable circumstances. Lord, we bless thee
for the unspeakable privilege of hearing thy holy word read ; and
our prayer is, that wemay be profited by it, and thatwe may search
it more and more, seeing that it can make us wise unto salvation,
through faith that is in Christ Jesus. Lord, go forward with us this

day to thy house of prayer . May we love the habitation of thy
house, and the place where thine honor dwelleth . May we joy
when it is said unto us, Go ye up to the house of the Lord . May

we be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house, and be
permitted to drink of the river of thy pleasures.

O to see thy

power and thy glory, as thou hast manifested them in old time in thy
sanctuary ! And at the close of all the services of this day, may

we be enabled to say, It was good for us to wait upon the Lord
this has been to us none other than the house of God , or the gate of
heaven . Lord, hasten the time when the blessings of the Sabbath
shall be extended to every land , and when sacrifice and a pure offer
ing shall be presented unto thee from the rising even unto the set
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under his wings. Make bare thy holy arm , O God. Bless their in
heritance ; feed them also, and lift them up forever. Wherever thy
church is suffering affliction , Lord, do thou interpose for its relief.

Wherever thy people are in sorrow and distress, Lord , do thou be
near to communicate all needful comfort, and strength , and grace.
We put up our prayers, O God, for thy cause , in the midst of the
congregation to which we belong. Do thou strengthen and support
thy servant our pastor, and enable him to come forth in the fulness

of the blessing of the gospel of Christ, and to speak a word in

season to perishing and weary souls. Lord, revive thy work in the
inidst of the years. May we enjoy an outpouring of thy Holy
Spirit. May many be inquiring the way to Zion, with their faces
thitherward . May backsliders be reclaimed , and let thine own peo

ple be cheered, and animated, and comforted , and enabled to go on

their way rejoicing. Lord , havemercy upon careless sinners. Turn
them from the error of their ways, and bring them to the knowledge
and love of the truth . May the Spirit be universally poured out

from on high , that the wilderness may become a fruitful field , and
that the fruitful field may be counted for a forest. These are our
prayers, our Father ; do thou hear us, and pardon us, and answer

us, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALMS LXXV. LXXVI.

O LORD, thou art great and greatly to be feared , -- thou art good ,
and greatly to be loved , and to be had in reverence of all that
would approach unto thee. Thou art the blessed and the only

potentate, the King of kings and the Lord of lords. Justice and
judgment are the habitation of thy throne ; mercy and truth con
tinually go before thy face. Thou rulest in the armies of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth . Thou causest the very
wrath of man to praise thee , and the remainder of that wrath thou
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. thy character and thy glory ; and may we have grace given us to

sanctify thee, the Lord God , in our hearts, and to make thee our fear
and our dread . Give us thy Spirit at this time, that we may wor
ship thee in spirit and in truth . We thank thee, O God , for our ex

ceeding great and glorious privileges. Wethank thee that thou art
known in themidst of us and that we enjoy gospel privileges and
gospel ordinances.

We bless thee that our candlestick is not re

moved outof its place, but that our eyes still see our teachers, and that
we live in these times of light and love, in which many kings, and

prophets, and righteousmen of old desired to live, but were not so

highly favored. Lord , may we prize our privileges ; may we im
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prove them aright, and may they be to us the savor of life unto life .
We thank thee for the opportunity which we had this day of wait.

ing upon thee in thy public courts, and O let the preaching of the
everlasting gospel be accompanied with divine efficacy and saving
power. Let the Spirit of God apply the truth to every heart. God
forbid that thy ministering servants should have to take up the
lamentation of the prophet of old , Who hath believed our report !
and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ! But O make bare

thy holy arm , and visit us with that mercy and love which thou
bearest to thine own people . May we pay our vows to the Most

High . May we devote ourselves to thy service, and may we offer
up our bodies living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to thee, which is

our reasonable service . Prepare us, O Lord , for all that lies before
us in time, prepare us for death, judgment and eternity , and may we

be received at length unto thy everlasting kingdom and glory.
Send forth thy light and thy truth among the nations, and let them

acknowledge that thou art he whose name alone is Jehovah, the
Most High over all the earth. Bring in thine ancient people the
Jews, with all the fulness of the Gentile church . Bless our coun
try, our rulers, and all placed in authority over us ; and enable us
to lead quiet and peaceable lives, in all godliness and honesty. Be
the God of this family . Let every member of it be a member of
the spiritual body of Jesus Christ ; interested in the eternal cove

nant, washed in the blood of sprinkling, and sanctified by the Holy
Spirit of promise. Take us under thy divine care this night. Let
no evil come near us, nor plague come nigh our dwelling. Fit us,

O God, for the active duties of the week on which we have entered ;
support us under its trials and difficulties, and with every temptation
graciously make a way of escape. We commend ourselves to thee,

and to the power of thy grace, who art able to build us up, and to
give us an inheritance among all those that are sanctified . Hear us
in heaven, thy dwelling-place, and when thou hearest, forgive. O
grant us an answer in peace, for all that we ask is for Christ's sake.
Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . — 2 KINGS III.
O God, the creator, preserver, and redeemer of the world , thou art
entitled to the worship of all thine intelligent creatures. It is thy
righteous and inalienable prerogative, to demand and to receive the

homage of their adoration and praise . With all our heart, and with
all our mind , and with all our strength we are bound to love and
serve thee.

As the God that made us, thou mayest well call for the

devotion of all our faculties to thy service. As the God that has

led us and fed us all our life long, thou mayest well claim the con

tinued gratitude of our existence. As the God who didst provide a
ransom for us in the sacrifice of thy dear Son, when we had sold our
selves to sin and satan , and when no man would redeem his brother
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from destruction, thou mayest well say to us, Ye are not your own,
ye are bought with a price ; therefore glorify God in your bodies
and spirits, which are his. We acknowledge, O Lord, that these
claims have not been met as they ought to have been ; that instead
of honoring thee by a ready submission of our minds to thine author
ity, and a free and full opening of our hearts to the influences of thy

love, we have disobeyed that authority, and slighted that love ; we

have served idols instead of the living God ; wehave taken counsel
of our own hearts, instead of listening to the voice of heavenly truth .
Forbid it, O Father of mercies, that we should continue thus to dis

honor thee, and degrade ourselves.. Convinced that thy glory and

our own happiness demand the separation of our hearts from every

idol, may we be enabled, by thy gracious Spirit, to yield ourselves
as living sacrifices to thee. Our past idolatries and sins remember
not against us, for Jesus' sake, and impart to us strength to serve

thee aright for the time to come. When thou sayest unto each of
us, My son, my daughter, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes
observe my ways, may we be enabled cordially and fully to meet

these demands. May we never think of offering thee a divided
heart, which is faulty in thy sight, but sincerely, cheerfully, and

wholly may we give ourselves unto the Lord. This day, in entering
anew upon the active duties of the world , may we be guided by thy
counsel, upheld by thy power, and enriched by thy blessing . May
the rest and the refreshment afforded to our bodies and our spirits
on thy sabbath, make us strong to do thy will through the week .
In all things, in the discharge of every secular as well as of every
sacred duty, may we be able to acquit ourselves as the true servants
of Jehovah ; and may no earthly consideration ever move us away

from that path of holy obedience which has been plainly set before
us. May we be faithful unto death , that we may obtain the crown
of life . Webless thee for all the sacred and civil privileges which
we possess. Let not our unworthiness provoke thee to take them
away.

In thy mercy, do thou purify and sustain them for our ben

efit, and the benefit of the generations that are to comeafter. Our
country, our rulers, our church, do thou greatly prosper, so that
glory in our land may have its habitation . Keep us, with all near
and dear to us, from evil this day , and in whatever duties we are
engaged, or to whatever trials we may be subjected, may we receive
from thee guidance, fortitude, and comfort ; for all we ask is for the
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . — ACTS v .
O LORT), thou art a holy and a heart-searching God. All things
are naked and open to thine eye, the most secret thoughts and emo
tions of our souls being as thoroughly before it as any of the actions
of our outward man . Thou seest not only our outgoing, and our
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incoming, our downsitting, and our uprising, but also the plans and
purposes which we meditate . Our thoughts thou understandest

afar off ; our secret sins are in the light of thy countenance. And
when we think , that not a day, not an hour, of our lives passes
away, without something occurring in our thoughts, our affections,

or our conduct, that has upon it the stain of sin, something that is
opposed to the purity of thy nature, and liable, therefore, to thy
wrath ; something observed by thee, if not by ourselves, insulting to
thy holiness, and fitted to provoke thine indignation against us ; O
what reason have we to thank thee, that we have not, long ere now ,
been cut off from the land of the living, and the place of hope ; how
grateful ought we to be, that we are not left to the misery and de
spair , in which a sense of our guilt, without a knowledge of the way

of salvation, would involve us ; and how anxious ought we to be to
use the means, and improve the opportunities of deliverance from
the punishment we deserve. Grant then , O gracious God, thatwhile

we are convinced of our guilt and danger, while our shortcomings,
and our backslidings reprove us, we may cast ourselves upon that

Saviour who welcomes every weary and heavy-laden sinner ; and

finding in him rest from every fear, deliverance from every perplex.
ity, comfort in every sorrow , victory over every enemy, may we
cleave to him continually, may we abide in him forever. May we

be made complete in him , growing up to the stature of perfect indi
viduals, being washed, sanctified, and justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. May we be duly affected
by the solemn facts which we have heard this evening from thy holy

word ; may we never forget, that it is impossible to conceal from
thee the state of our hearts or our conduct, and that hypocrisy, both
in sacred and in common things, must always be displeasing in thy
sight. Through thy grace may we be kept from deceiving ourselves,
and from deceiving others ; being made pure in heart, and free from
all appearance of evil. Like thy servants of old, may we manifest
the reality of our Christian profession , by a steadfast adherence to the
prescribed path of duty ; and though , like them , we may be reviled
and evil-entreated for the gospel's sake, may we be faithful to our
heavenly Master, and ready to make any sacrifice, rather than shrink

from the service he requires of us ; yea, may we rejoice if we are
counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. Hasten , O Lord, the

time when the religion of the cross shall overcome every obstruc
tion ; when every valley shall be exalted , and every mountain shall
be brought low , and the crocked shall be made straight, and the

rough places smooth, and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together. Prosper every institution having
for its object the advancement of the kingdom of Christ. Bless the

church planted in our own land. May she be as a well-watered gar

den , replenished with trees of righteousness, that thou mayest be
glorified. Make all her ministers faithful,her elders exemplary and
active in their labors of love ; and the whole body of her members
true witnesses for Christ. Bless the young ; turn their hearts from
vanity and sin , to the love of thyself. Dwell in this family , and im
part to all belonging to it wisdom and holiness, and the fear of the
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Lord . Visit in mercy the habitations of trouble and affliction. O
give the needful consolation , and let not sorrow work death , but
sanctification, and eternal life. Hear the cry of the needy, the
orphan , the widow , and the stranger. Prepare the dying for death ;
and as we feel our days and years to pass swiftly away,may we feel
more and more the importance of preparing to meet our God.

O

when the hour of meeting shall arrive, may we be ready to render
our account with joy , and not with grief. Our bodies, our souls, and
all that concerns us, we would now commit to thy keeping for this
night and forever ; looking for thy mercy through Jesus Christ our

Lord, to whom , with thee and the Holy Spirit, one eternalGod, we
would ascribe honor and glory, dominion and praise, now , and for
evermore. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING .-- 2 Kings IV .
O LORD, thou art wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working.
Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty , just and
true are all thy ways, thou King of saints. Thou hast done great
things for us, of which we have reason to be glad . Thou hast been
doing us good continually. Notwithstanding all our rebellion, and
faithlessness, and ingratitude, thou hast never left thyself without a
witness concerning us, for thou hast been filling our hearts with
food and gladness ; affording us provision and comfort, when we

deserved destitution and misery. O may we be enabled by thy
gracious Spirit, to look at all temporal blessings as among the things

that are made sure to believers in Christ. May the thought that
they come, and are continued to us by him , who, as Mediator, has
control over all things, sweeten them to our taste , enhance them in
our esteem , and make us satisfied with the portion of them assigned
us. May we rejoice to believe that he will give us as much as is
for our good, and that he will withhold what would prove injurious.
Thus may we be instructed , both to be full, and to be hungry ; both
to abound , and to suffer need . In whatever state we are, therewith

may we be content. We pray, heavenly Father, not only for a con
tented mind under the temporal provision afforded us, but for a spirit
of holy submission under the various allotments of thy providence .
May we be able , under every event, however trying, to stand in awe
and not sin . Weknow that infallible wisdom and perfect rectitude,
mark all thy determinations, and all thy government, and all thy ways,

We know , that often those very dispensations which we are ready
to consider adverse, are fraught with the greatest blessings thou
canst bestow ; and that all thy dealings towards thy people , shall

conduce to their eternal welfare. May we then, under the afflictions
that befall us, instead of saying with Jacob, All these things are
against me; be able to say, with the Shunammite, It is well, it shall
be well. And though trouble and affliction in their most trying
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be strong in faith , giving glory to God, from the greatest depths of
sorrow . May we still retain an unwavering confidence in him who
has said, I will never leave you , I will never forsake you . May we
be enabled to lift our Ebenezer, and say, Hitherto hath the Lord

helped us, and he will help us still ; who remembered us in our low
estate, for his mercy endureth forever ; and hath redeemed us from
our enemies, for his mercy endureth forever ; who giveth food to all
flesh , for his mercy endureth forever. () give thanks unto the God

of heaven, for his mercy endureth forever. Bless us, and all for
whom we ought to pray ; high and low , rich and poor, young and

old. Bless Zion ; may she prosper. May her ministers be faithful,
and successful. May the whole body of her members be pure, so
that her very enemies may be constrained to say, The Lord is here.
May true religion flourish in this house , and in this parish ; and
may thy will be done on earth, as it is done in heaven ; for all we
ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . - ACTS VI.
EVER-BLESSED and most mercifulGod , who, in former times, didst

show thyself mighty to bring good out of evil, order out of confusion ,
and light out of darkness : overruling contention within , as well as
opposition without, the church, and ordering events so as to secure
her welfare, and thine own glory, we would be encouraged by thy
past procedure, to ask thee to interpose in these days, and by thy
counsel, and thy power, imparted to those who are appointed watch .
men over the spiritual interests of thy people, enable them to remove
all errors in government, doctrine, and discipline, and so to purify
thy church,as that all just cause for complaining shall be taken away,
and the professed members of Christ, her living Head, shall be joined
together in love, and keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace . In us, as belonging to the number, do thou destroy all the
elements of strife, and imbue our minds with that spirit of Chris
tian charity which will lead us to beware giving needless offence to

any, to be deeply concerned for the welfare of immortal souls, and

to do good to all as we have opportunity. Putting away from us all
bitterness, and wrath , and envy, and clamor, and evil- speaking, may
we be kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven us ; and while we are
called upon earnestly to contend for the faith once delivered to the

saints, to be valiant for the truth upon the earth ; may our zeal ever

be guided by knowledge, animated by love, and free from all unholy
passion. May we never dishonor thy cause, or our own profession,
by the exhibition of violence or deceit; but in all things approve
ourselves as the servants of God, by pureness, by knowledge, by

long-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned,
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by the word of truth, and by the power of God. In the spirit of
love and zeal, we pray that thou wouldest visit the habitations of
cruelty and sin with thy mercy. Let the light of the gospel, and

the peace thereof, speedily spread over all lands. At home and
abroad , let the people , yea, all the people praise thee. Let Jew and
Gentile , barbarian and Scythian , bond and free, be brought together
within the fold of thy church, and one universal acclaim of gratitude
ascend to thee from every people and every clime. This house do
thou fill with thy blessing. This rarish do thou water with the dews
of thy grace. This land, do thou make a land of righteousness and
peace. O hear these humble supplications, and while we cast our
care upon thee, cast thou over us thy protection and thy grace, for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WEDNESDAY MORNING .— 2 KINGS V .
O LORD, thou art our God, early would we seek thee. Enable
us this morning humbly to approach thy footstool, and give unto
thee the glory which is due unto thy name. Weadore thee as Lord
of heaven and earth, the Fountain of all excellence and blessedness ;
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, ever doing wonders. Whom

have we in heaven but thee ? there is none on earth whom our souls

would desire besides thee. With shame and confusion of face we
would confess our sins in thy presence. Othou who art of purer
eyes than to behold iniquity, enter not into judgment with us, for in

thy sight shall no flesh living be justified. Reveal to us, we beseech

thee, the exceeding sinfulness of our sins, the guilt and danger of
that spiritual disease which has prevailed within us. May we see

the corruption of our hearts, and mourn with godly sorrow over the
transgressions of our lives. We have sinned, and what shall we
answer thee, O thou preserver of men . Like the leper of old , it be
comes us to cry out, Unclean, unclean . The whole head is sick , and
the whole heart is faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the
head there is no soundness in us. Our hearts are deceitful above all

things, and desperately wicked . But we desire to take encourage
ment from the assurance that there is a balm in Gilead , and a Phy.
sician there. Blessed be thou, O God and Father of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, who didst look with pity on our low and lost
estate , and didst, in the exercise of sovereign mercy, set forth thy

Son to be a propitiation for sin , through faith in his blood . O apply
to our souls this blood of sprinkling. Wash us in the fountain thus
opened in the house of David for sin and for uncleanness. Blot out

our iniquities as a cloud, our transgressions as a thick cloud. Have
mercy on us for thy great name's sake. Heal our backslidings, and
love us freely . Wash us and we shall be clean , purge us with hys.

sop and we shall be whiter than the snow . And, O Lord , we be.

seech thee for the gift of thy Holy Spirit May his quickening and
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sanctifying influences be shed on us abundantly, through Jesus
Christ, to awake a deeper sense of sin 's exceeding sinfulness, to fill

us with enlarged apprehensions of redeeming love, and enable us to
adorn our profession by a life and conversation becoming the gospel.
Forbid that our affections should cleave to the dust, or that we

should even offer thee the homage of a divided heart, seeing that we
are not our own , but bought with a price. May we live no more
unto ourselves, but unto him who died for us. Being made free
from sin , may we be indeed the servants of God, having our fruit

unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. To thy grace would we
this day commend ourselves and all whom we ought to remember
before thee. Look in mercy on a world lying in wickedness. Ex

cite everywhere a growing zeal in the cause of Christ, and hasten
the happy time when all men shall know thee, and call thee blessed.

Bless those united to us in the ties of relationship or friendship .
May grace and mercy and peace be multiplied upon them . Be with
us through the day, to strengthen us for its various duties. What
soever our hand findeth to do, may we do it with all our might.
Order our footsteps in thy word, and suffer no iniquity to have the

dominion over us. Hear these our prayers, and accept of us, for
Christ's sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . - ACTS VII. 1-29.
O THOU who dwellest in the high and holy place, we bless thee
that thine ear is open to the cry of the humble; that though thou
inhabitest eternity and its praises, yet to this man wilt thou look ,
who is poor and of a contrite heart, and who trembleth at thy word .
Enable us, gracious God, in humble reliance on the merits of our
Redeemer, to approach thee as children coming to a Father, and

fulfil in our experience thine own blessed promise , that wherever
two or three are met together in thy name, thou wilt be presentwith
them , to bless them and to do them good . We thank thee, O Lord,
for all that we are taught of thy dealings with thine ancient people.
As we have heard with our ears what things thou didst in their days,
in the times of old , () may these manifestations of thy purposes and

character produce a deep and saving impression on our souls. Thou
who art the God of Abraham , Isaac, and Jacob , to whom can we go
but unto thee ? Throughout all generations thy nameand memorial

has been, The Lord , the Lord God, merciful and gracious, forgiving
iniquity, and transgression, and sin . Enable us, we entreat thee, to
rely on thine unfailing mercy and unchanging faithfulness. God of
our fathers ! who keepest covenant and mercy with them that love
thee, O be thou our refuge and our dwelling-place. Enable us from

the heart to say, This God is our God forever and ever, he will be
our guide even unto death . Deepen , we entreat thee, on our minds

a sense of our exceeding sinfulness, and while our iniquities are felt
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as a heavy burden , may we look to him who died upon the cross to
bear our griefs and carry our sorrows. Webless thee that the grace
of God, which bringeth salvation , hath appeared to all men ; and

while we rely on thy mercy in Christ Jesus, we pray to be kept
faithful to our Redeemer and our Lord. In all circumstances of
difficulty and trial may webe enabled to avow our attachment to his
cause, and by the growing holiness of our lives, may men have

reason to take knowledge respecting us that we have been with
Jesus. May his words, which are spirit and life, dwell in us richly
in all wisdom , and may the love of God be shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Ghost, given to us abundantly.

Thou knowest, O Lord ,

our weaknesses and wants,but we entreat thee to supply all our need
out of the fulness which is in Christ. Restrain our corruptions,
strengthen our desires after holiness, and teach us effectually to deny

ungodliness and worldly lusts. Fill us with the fruits of the Spirit,
which are love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith ,
that these things being in us, and abounding, we may neither be bar
ren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Thou,
O Lord, art our refuge and our strength . Never leave us and never
forsake us. May we be led forever in the paths of righteousness,

and kept by thy mighty power through faith unto salvation. Re
member, we entreat thee, in mercy our brethren ofmankind . Look

with compassion on the guilty and the perishing. Where sin hath
abounded, may grace much more abound ; and let all the ends of
the earth see the salvation of our God . Be very gracious to all who

are near and dear to us. Lord, bless them and keep them ; may

they walk in the light of thy countenance , and dwell in safety under
the shadow of thy wings. Accept, gracious God, of our humble

thanks for thy goodness through the day. We bless thee for that
care which has again made the outgoings of the morning and eve
ning to rejoice ; and we pray for a deeper sense of our ever-in

creasing obligations to thee, the God of our lives. To thy care we
commit ourselves during the night. Thou who keepest Israel, who
slumberest not nor sleepest, be thou at our right hand, and we shall
not be greatly moved . Encompass us with thy favor as with a
shield, and be our portion forever. And all that we ask is for

Christ's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . -- 2 KINGS VI.

O LORD, we give thee thanks, through Jesus Christ, that we can
come to thee as our gracious Father, reconciled to us by thy own
dear Son , in whom thou art ever well pleased . We bless thee that
we are permitted to cast all our care upon thee, for thou carest for
us ; and we would be encouraged , in our every distress, to apply to
thee for help . When our dwelling is enlarged , and our family pros

pereth , we would most humbly acknowledge thee as the author of
24
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the mercy. In all our family, as well as our individual arrange
ments, help us to look to thee, that thou mayest direct our steps. O
most gracious God, we would bow before thee in humility, and ac
knowledge thy kindness, in thus dealing so mercifully with poor
rebels, such as we, who are continually liable to unbelief, and sus
picions of thy love. Bring this root of sin to our conscience , and

Jead us to deplore it. Blot out its guilt in the blood of Jesus. Ful.

fil in us all the good pleasure of thy goodness, and a work of faith
with power, that we may, as heirs of the righteousness of faith , tri
umph over our every sinful doubt, and joy in the comforting assur.

ance that thou wilt never leave us,never forsake us. Blessed be thy
name for the intercession of the Lord Jesus Christ. Weconfess that
we owe our spared life and our every mercy to it. Blessed Lord ,
help us to wait on thee for enlarged mercies, through this interces
sion . And let not the abundance of our mercies lead us to forget
thee. We would deplore the earthliness of our desires, and the car.
nality of our hearts, which lead us so often to rest in thy gifts, while
we forget thee, the giver ; and inasmuch as we, as a people, have so
often in time past refused to acknowledge thy hand in our plenty,

we confess that thou mightest most justly remove our plenty , and
smite us with famine, yca, send enemies upon us, and besiege us in
all our gates. But we pray that we may be forgiven, and that thou
wouldest revive thy work in the midst of us. O destroy sin from
our hearts; satisfy us with thy early mercy, and then shall we be
glad , and trust in thee. Let thy name be glorified throughout the

world. Let a rich blessing of the Spirit be with the preached gos
pel, till all the earth be filled with the knowledge of Jesus. Be with
us throughout this day. Watch and guide us, and gather us around
our family altar in the evening, to praise thee through Jesus Christ
cur Lord. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - ACTS VII. 30 -60 .
ALMIGHTY and most blessed Jerovah , be pleased to grant us ac
cess into thy presence, through Jesus Christ the only Mediator. We
adore thee as the Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer of thy people.

Thou hast formed them for thyself, they shall show forth thy praise.
The foe shall not exact upon them , nor the son of mischief wrong

them longer than it pleaseth thee. Grant that we being enrolled
among their number may have a right to their privileges. Visit us
with the pardon of all our sins. Sprinkle clean water on us and we
shall be clean . Cleanse us from all our idols and vain imaginations,
and make us willing to follow the Lord Jesus as our example in all
things. Bring our soul out of bondage that we may praise thy
name Thou art a Spirit, and art to be worshipped in spirit and in
truth . Grant us the aid of thy Holy Spirit in drawing near unto

thee. May we constantly enjoy his grace, as a Spirit of supplica .
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tions. And may all-directing power uphold us from mingling any

impurity of our own, with thy holy worship . May the Spirit ever
help us to remember, that thou art a jealous God, and canst conde
scend to hold communion with us sinners, only in the way of thine

own appointment. And being emboldened by his might, let us bear
a true testimony for thee. Let no rage of enemies, no fear of death ,
deter us from confessing Christ. Fill us with his spirit of devoted .

ness to thee, and compassion to our enemies. Teach us so to live
that we may at length fall asleep in Jesus. Blessed be thy name
that he has made the grave a bed of rest to all his followers, and

that he hath spoiled death of his sting. O may we find the grave a
passage to glory, and rise at length with thy people to life everlast
ing. Help us to live to thee. Let our all be consecrated to thy ser.

vice, and ready at thy call. Let Jesus be glorified in the spread of
his truth . Revive and quicken us, O Lord, even for thy mercies'
sake. Send forth thy light and thy truth in the midst of us. Turn ,
O speedily turn the multitudes of the careless to seek reconciliation
and life from Jesus, our Lord ; that our land being revived by life
from on high , may send the knowledge of the Saviour to every cor

ner of the earth . Let the kingdoms of this world speedily become

the kingdoms of the Lord, and his Christ. O have mercy on the
perishing sinners of the heathen , and extend thy compassion to blind

ed Israel. Our country and kindred, our friends in Jesus, and all
our acquaintance , we commend to thy care. Watch us through the

night. Refresh us with rest, and raise us invigorated for the duties
of a new day, that we may ever live to thy glory. And glory shall
be thine through everlasting ages, by Jesus Christ.

Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING. — 2 KINGS VII.

O LORD, thou art the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We bless thee for having revealed thyself as reconciling the world
unto thyself in Christ Jesus, and for having invited and encouraged

us to draw near to thee as our Father and our God. We have sin .

ned and done iniquity in thy sight; we have sinned against the
mercies of thy providence, the invitations and privileges of thy grace,

the light and liberty and glory of the gospel day. Whatmanner of
love then, O Lord , is this, that thou shouldest still be willing to par
don ; that thou shouldest even now permit us to approach unto thy
presence, and encourage us to pour out our souls in supplication , by

the assurance that we have an advocate at thy right hand, and that
whatsoever we ask in his name thou wilt not refuse to bestow . And
what monstrous iniquity is this, that we should be distrustful of thy
promises and of thy love, and hesitate to place our confidence and to
seek our enjoyment in thee, the God of our salvation. Take then
away from us the cvil heart of unbelief. Remove the doubts and

fears and all the cimity of our deceitful hearts. Enable us to be
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hold thy glory in the face of Jesus, and then to discern the stead.
fastness of thy love and the fulness of thy promises. May we walk

by faith on the Son of God, and thus be strengthened and purified
to yield ourselves obedient to thy holy will, yea, even to yield our
bodies a living sacrifice to thee, holy and acceptable, through Jesus
Christ. Through this day to the light of which thou hast in thy
mercy brought us, do thou guide and strengthen us by thy grace,
that all which we do we may do to thy glory, that in all the duties
and intercourse of life we may adorn the doctrine of our Lord and
Saviour. Suffer not thy fear to depart from our hearts, and take
not thy Holy Spirit away from us. Make us strong to resist all

temptation, watchful and prayerful, that we do not enter into it.
Sanctify us wholly, and keep us in soul, body, and spirit, unto the
glorious appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ.

And all that we ask is

for his sake. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . -- ACTS VIII. 1 -25 .
HOLY and ever-blessed Father, we present ourselves before thee,

in our Saviour's name, to bless thee for themercies and the love with

which thou hast crowned us this day, and to confess and mourn the
many sins of which, in heart, and speech, and behavior, we have

been guilty . Our own hearts condemn us. How much moremust
we be condemned by thee, who art greater than our hearts, and
knowest all things, knowest our most secret sins, and seest them to

be more vile and abominable than we can fancy. Blessed be thy
name, that there is hope concerning this, that there is forgiveness
with thee, and plenteous redemption . Othen that thou wouldst

regard all our sins as borne by our Saviour in his own body on the
tree, that thou wouldst regard us as separated forever from their
guilt, and as clothed with the robe of the Redeemer's righteousness ,
and with the garments of his salvation. And to us, as united to the
person of thy well-beloved Son , do thou show thy favor, and largely

impart thy Spirit. Give us grace that we may perfect holiness in
thy fear, and walk in that glorious liberty of thy children to which:
all thy people are advanced.

To us, and to thy whole church and

people, do thou overrule , as in times past, the dealings of thy provi.
dence for good, for the establishment of thy saints in faith and holi
ness, and for the enlargement and increase of thy kingdom . Re

move all the darkness that rests upon the church 's prospects, and all
the unfaithfulness, and hypocrisy, and slothfulness that are to be
found within her pale. Enable thy people to possess their hearts in

confidence, that over all the distress and perplexity of nations, thou
wilt bring in the glory of the latter days, and establish the kingdom
that shall be given to the saints of the Most High. Bless our native
land. Give all grace and true wisdom to our President, to our ru .
lers, and senators, that by thy favor we may be preserved from those
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sins that shall ruin ,and those judgments that shall overtake so many
kingdoms of the earth . Bless abundantly the ministers of the ever
lasting gospel, especially those who have been sent forth to heathen
lands ; endow them with all strength and wisdom , and make them
instrumental in hastening on the time when the dark places of the
earth shall smile as the garden of the Lord . And now , O Lord,

ourselves, and our friends, all our interests and cares, we would in
faith and love commit to thee. Let thy hand be on us for good du
ring this night, and let thy presence be with us during our whole

lives, and let all our prayers be answered, according to thy riches in

glory , by Christ Jesus. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . — 2 KINGS VIII.
O LORD our God , impress deeply upon our minds all the lessons
of thy blessed word, that they may be profitable to us for doctrine,

for reproof, for correction , and for instruction in righteousness, that
our lives may be guided by thy law , and our hearts moulded by thy

re us, and many of the rungoistening to the away our
o
f
e
b
viewing vanity, and keep us from listening to the counsel,

truth . Open thou our eyes thatwe may see the wonders of thy law ,
and that wemay see the vileness of our own hearts. Turn away our
eyes from
and from joining in the company of the ungodly. May we set thee
continually before us, and may thy fear ever abide in our hearts.

Establish in us thy kingdom , which is righteousness, and peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost ; and enable us to be as living epistles of
Christ Jesus, known and read of all men.

( that we may walk

worthy of our high calling as sons of God , and that we may have
thy Holy Spirit abiding within us, the living witness of thy love, the
mighty agent of thy grace to our souls. We desire to remember
before thee all our friends and relatives ; all the children of afflic
tion , both those that are thy children , and those that know not
where true comfort is to be obtained . In thy love and mercy, O

Lord, do thou pity and bless them with thy grace . Preserve the
young from the snares of error and of sin . Enable their parents to
keep in mind their solemn engagements to train up their offspring
as the heirs of the promises, in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord. Put into the hearts of all masters, and teachers, and gover
nors, to watch for the souls of those who are committed to their

charge, that they may approve themselves unto thee the Lord. Let
judgment run down as a stream , and righteousness as a mighty
river. May the voice of rejoicing and salvation be in every taber
nacle. O Lord , incline thine ear and hear. O Lord, forgive ; ()
Lord , hearken and do ; defer not, for thine own sake, O our God ;

for all our hope and confidence are in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ our strength and pur Redeemer.

Amen .
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SATURDAY EVENING . - ACTS VIII. 26 – 40.

Most holy Father, enable us,Surinsedrawing nigh to thee at themuclose

lves because
bed and ofall all
thein
tin
he lthat
of another week , to humble ourselves
the tsins
throughout its course we have committed, and all the unthankful.
ness and unworthiness wherewith we are chargeable. In the multi
tude of our thoughts within us, how seldom have we cherished

thoughts of thee ! and in the midst of all our enjoyments, how little
have we sought to enjoy thy favor, and thy fellowship, and thy
presence !

Our iniquitics we cannot reckon up before thee ; they

have gone up over our heads ; they reach even to the heavens ; and
were it not that thy mercy endureth forever, we must long ere now
have been consumed . Look now upon us, we entreat thee, in the
face of thine Anointed. And , as thou givest us the near prospect

of another day of Christian privilege and holy rest, preserve us unto
it, and prepare us for it. Let thy Holy Spirit come with power into
our hearts, to restrain our worldly thoughts, to crucify our sinful
affections, to awaken new delights in thy word, and new desires to

wards thy courts. To us and to all our friends grant that thy day

that draweth on, may be a day of the power and glory of the Sa
viour. Bless all thy ministering servants throughout the church ,
that they may be directed to seasonable words, and that they may

be enabled to preach them affectionately, and purely, and success
fully. Feed thy church everywhere, that it languish not

Refresh

thy heritage, and that right early . Hasten the time when, through.
out the whole world , thy sabbaths shall be hallowed, and in every
tongue, and by every family of men, thy worship shall be accepta

bly celebrated . Hasten the timewhen thine ancient people shall be
built up into the one spiritual temple of the Holy Ghost, and shall
enter into the enjoyment of Christian privileges and saving grace.

May we ever be found rejoicing in the hope of that blessed time
when the knowledge of thee shall cover the earth, and of that glori.
ous day when the number of the elect shall be completed, and the
marriage of the Lamb shall have come. Unto which do thou give
us to look and haste, for the Redeemer's sake. Amen .

Twenty -Fift) Werk.
SABBATH MORNING . - PSALM LXXVIL

PRAISE waiteth for thee, O God , in Ziou, and unto thee shall the
vow be paid . Othou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh

come. We, the monuments of thy sparing mercy, would, on the
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morning of this thy holy day, desire to bow at the footstool of thy
throne. We bless thee , that by the return of the Christian sabbath,

the instituted memorial of our Redeemer's triumph over death and
the grave, we are reminded that thou , the Sovereign of the universe,

art seated upon a throne ofmercy and grace — that, well pleased with

thy beloved Son ,thou beholdestwith a pleasant countenance all who
come unto thee by him , as the propitiation for sin through faith in

his blood, — that thou art reconciling the world unto thyself, not im .
puting unto men their trespasses. On him we would place all our

dependence for pardon, for reconciliation , and life. See, O God, our
shield, look on the face of thine Anointed . For his sake take away

all our iniquity, heal our backslidings, love us freely, receive us gra .
ciously . May thy Spirit take of the things that are Christ's, and
show them to us in all their suitableness to the wants and weak .
nesses of our immortal souls, so as that wemay esteem him as all
our salvation , and as all our desire. Impart unto us more full and
realizing views of thy glory in the face of Christ. In him and in his
cross may we see mercy and truth meeting together, righteousness
and peace embracing each other. When temptations assail us,when

fears depress us, when led to question thy promises and grace, may
we be enabled to meditate upon thy doings, and may thy Spirit so
guide our meditations, that we may be victorious over every spirit
ual foe ; that we may be prepared to acquiesce in thy will in all

things, both in doing and in suffering. May thy ways and thy
words be the subject of our attention on this thy holy day, and may
our meditation of thee be sweet. We would , in a more especial

manner, entreat thee to be with us when we go to thy house of
prayer, and to make us joyful in thy presence. Do thou, who
appointedst leaders for thine ancient people , and didst qualify them
for their work, be with thy ministering servant who is on this day
to guide our devotions. May he come forth in the fulness of the
power of the gospel of Christ ; and while the treasure is only in
earthen vessels, may the power and the excellency be of thee.
Accompany with thy blessing the preaching of the gospel throughout
this and all lands. Accept of our thanksgiving for the goodness
thou hast hitherto made to pass before us. We bless thee for the

mercies of the past night and this morning, and for the comfortable
circumstances in which we now appear before thee. Pardon all our
sins and vouchsafe to us an answer in peace, for the sake of Jesus
Christ our Lord and only Redeemer.

Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALM LXXVIII. 1 - 24 .

UNTO thee, O Lord, we, on the evening of this thy holy day,
would desire to lift up our souls. We bless thee that thou hast es
tablished a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel ; that

we have thy word as a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path .
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We bless thee thai therein thou hast revealed thyself as in Christ
Jesus reconciling the world to thyself, not imputing their trespasses

unto them ; as having provided, for those who were perishing, a rem

edy, wonderful in its nature , and complete in its efficacy, and in its
extent, as having laid our help upon One who is mighty. May that
Spirit, who teacheth all things, yea, even the deep things of God,

open our eyes to behold wondrous things out of thy law . May we
be brought to feel that it is indeed quick and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword , piercing to the dividing asunder of the

soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow , and that it is a dis
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. By that Spirit may
we be enabled to apply it faithfully to our consciences, to our hearts

and lives. Examine us, O God, and try us, and see if there be in us
any evil way ; that, convinced of sin , feeling that it is not in our
selves to direct our own steps, and that if tried by that law we could
not appear in hope at the tribunal of a holy and heart-searching
judge, we may resort to the Rock that is higher than we ; that re

garding thy name, thy perfections so wondrously manifested in the
gospel of thy grace, as a strong tower, wemay be enabled so to be.
take ourselves thither, as to share in spiritual and everlasting safety.

For these ends follow with thy rich and effectual blessing the exer.
cises in which we have on this day been engaged. May the truthswe
have read or heard from thy word be deeply impressed upon our

hearts. May we hide them there that wemay not sin against thee.
May it be our daily endeavor to direct the attention of those with
whom thou hast blessed us, and of all to whom our influence ex

tends, to these important truths, that they may not forget thee, but
may ever keep thy commandments, that there may be a seed to do
service to thee when we shall be gathered to our fathers. Pardon ,
O Lord, the sins of our holy things, whatever thou hast on this day
seen amiss in any part of our conduct. Enable us more habitually
to realize thy holy presence, and ever to worship and serve thee, who

art a spirit, in spirit and in truth . Follow with thy blessing the

preaching of the gospel throughout the church, and hasten the time
when the privileges we have this day enjoyed, and the hopes we are
permitted to cherish, shall be extended to those who are still in dark

ness, and in the region and shadow of death. May all our friends
be interested in thy favor, which is life, and in thy loving -kindness,

which is better than life. Visit in mercy all the sons and daughters

of affliction, all who are in distress, in mind, in body, or in outward
estate. Sanctify the bereaving dispensations of thy providence to
such as are visited by them . Accept of our thanksgivings for the

mercics of this day of the Son of Man . Watch over us throughout
the coming night; and if it be thy will that we should awake to the
light of a new day, enable us to carry out with us into the world , in

all their practical influence , the principles and the feelings by which
we have this day professed to be actuated. Pardon our sins, and
hear and answer us in mercy, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our

strength and our Redeemer. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING.]
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MONDAY MORNING .— 2 KINGS IX.
O LORD, we adore thee as not only holy in hating, but as also just
in punishing sin ; as a consuming fire to all workers of iniquity ; who
hast declared that there is no peace to the wicked. Ever bearing in
mind, that what was written aforetimewas written for our learning,
may these views of thy nature and perfections, set before us in the
een permitted
ts. now
erfect laofw thyof word
pportion
thing wehearhave
Writbeen
permitted tto read , be deeply
impressed upon our hearts. Write , o God, we beseech thee, that
perfect law of thine upon our hearts. Aid us by thy Spirit in all
our endeavors to avail ourselves of it as a lamp unto our feet, and a
light unto our path . Give us grace to cherish those principles by
which wehave so lately, on thy day, and in the services of thy sanc
tuary, professed to be actuated . May we carry them along with us
to the business of life ; by these may we be influenced in all the du :

ties to which, in the course of thy providence, wemay be called, and

in all the trials and temptations to which we may be exposed ; that
thus letting our light shine before men, they may take knowledge
of us that we have been with Jesus, and may thus be led to glorify
thee, our Father in heaven. May we ever live as disciples of Jesus,
in whose teachings we have so clear illustrations of the purity and
extent of thy holy law , and in whose sufferings we see mercy and
truth meeting together, righteousness and peace embracing each
other, the impressive punishment of sin , and at the same time, a way

into the holiest of all opened up for us who had sinned. Wewould
come to thee by this way, we would esteem an interest in a once
crucified , but now glorified Redeemer, as all our salvation, and as
all our desire. We would call upon our souls, and all that is within
us, to bless and magnify thy holy name, who hast visited us in our

low and lost estate, and hath raised up an horn of salvation for us.

Wewould adore the condescension and the grace of him who, al
though he was rich, becarne poor, that we through his poverty might
be rich . And O may thy Spirit take of the things that are Christ's

and show them unto us, that, exercising a believing dependence
upon him , wemay ever feel the constraining influence of his unpar
alleled love ; leading us thus to judge, that if one died for all, then

were all dead ; and that he died for all, that they which live should
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him that died for
them . May we ever live by his law , and uniformly walk in his
footsteps. Beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord , may we

be changed into the same image, from glory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord. May we follow him through good report and

through bad report, that as he was raised from the dead by the glory
of thee, the Father, we also may walk before thee in newness of lifc.
May we have grace so to live by faith in him now , that when he
shall appear we may have confidence, and may not be ashamed be

fore him at his coming. We bless thee, O Lord, for the mercies of

the past night, and of this morning. Give us grace to walk in thy
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fear all the day long. Prosper us in all our lawful pursuits ; may
we be diligent in business, acknowledging thee in all our ways, and
looking up to thee for direction in all our paths, relying upon thy

grace amidst all the temptations that may assail us. Pardon our
sins, and hear us in mercy, for the sake of thy Son , our only Lord
and Redeemer.

Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . - ACTS ix . 1- 22.

On the evening of this day, we, O Lord , would desire to bow be.
fore thee, as the hearer and the answerer of prayer. Thou, Lord ,
hast done great things for us in love, and thy mercy is upon them
that fear thee, from generation unto generation. We bless thee, that
Jesus was declared to be thy Son with power, and by the resurrec
tion from the dead ; and that, exalted to thy right hand as the ad
vocate of his people , he is able and willing to save unto the utter

most all who come unto thee by him , seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them . We bless thee for the recorded illustration
of the efficacy of his saving power and grace, to which our attention

hath now been directed ; and assured that he is the same yesterday,
and to -day, and forever, we would desire to cast ourselves upon the

riches of that grace. May we be a willing people in the day of the
Saviour's power. May every thought and every imagination in us,
that would exalt itself against the knowledge of thee our God, be
brought into captivity to the obedience of Christ. And while rejoic
ing that there is no condemnation to them who are in him , may we

ever bear in mind , that all such walk not after the flesh, but after

the Spirit ; that when he gave himself for us, it was that he might
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar peo

ple, zealous of good works. May his law ever be our guide, his
statutes our counsellors, and his judgments our song in the house
of our pilgrimage. May we be careful to walk as he also walked .
Like him , may we count it our meat to do the will of thee, our

Father in heaven ; and like him , inay we ever be ready to do good
to all ; to do what in us lies to promote the temporal and the spirit
ualwelfare of our brethren of mankind, and, in all our endeavors to
work out our own salvation with fear and trembling; do thou , Lord,
work in us to will and to do of thy good pleasure. Fulfil in us all

the good pleasure of thy goodness, and the work of faith with power.
Ever impart unto us grace, whereby we may serve thee acceptably

with reverence and godly fear. Enable us to live by faith in Christ,
that when he who is our life shall appear, wemay also appear with
hirn in glory. May thy kingdom come, may thy will be done on
carth as it is in heaven . May the time soon come, when the knowl.
edge of thee, the Lord , shall cover the earth as the waters cover the

sea. Bless the church established in our native land . Bless this

corner of thy vineyard, and strengthen the hands and encourage the

TUESDAY MORNING.]
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heart of thy servant who labors among us in holy things. Command
an abundant blessing upon his labors. Bless our native land, and
all ranks and degrees of persons in it. Comfort all who mourn,

heal the sick , bind up the broken-hearted . Prepare the dying for
death, and may the living lay it to heart that they too must die. Be
the friend of our friends, reward our benefactors, forgive our ene

mies. We would desire to acknowledge, with grateful hearts, all
the goodness thou hast ever made to pass before us. We bless thee
for what of thy goodness and grace we have experienced throughout
the day come to a close, and for the comfortable circumstances in

which we have now been permitted to worship thee. Pardon the
sins of which we have been guilty. Enable us now to lie down in

thy fear, that wemay awake in thy favor. And all that we ask is

in a dependence upon the merits of Jesus Christ, our only Redeemer.
Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . — 2 KINGS X.
EVERLASTING God , we approach thee in Christ Jesus, by whom
alone we can have access to thee. Pardon our sins, and enable us
to draw near to thee, not in the spirit of bondage, but as children to
a reconciled Father. We thank thee for bringing us to the light of

another day, and we implore that, while graciously continuing to us
our temporal being, thou wouldstmake us look to our immortal des
tiny, and improve all other blessings for the glory and the salvation
of our souls. Weagain desire therefore to renew our covenant with

thee. May the Holy Spirit reveal to us our awful state by nature.
May he convince us more and more of our sin and misery and utter
helplessness. May he take of the things of Christ, and show them
unto us. May the Spirit show unto us Christ's glorious nature , his

wondrous humiliation, his perfect work , the full and free provision
secured by it. May he make us to hunger and thirstmore after
righteousness ; to understand , to appropriate, to feed upon the prom

ises, so that the life we live in the flesh may be by the faith of the
Son of God, who loved us, and who gave himself for us. Bless to
us the instructions of thy holy word. Lead us to consider how sure
are the threatenings that come from themouth of the Lord , and that

they shall all be fulfilled . But 01 suffer us not to take refuge from
thy coming judgments in any false system . May we ever feel that
there is no other name under heaven given among men whereby
we must be saved , but the name of Jesus only. May we ourselves
be interested in that name, and do thou hearken to us when we pray

for all idolaters, whether in heathen or in Christian lands, and that
thou wouldst bring them , and the followers of every other error, to

the acknowledgment and obedience of the truth .

Impressus,

heavenly Father,by a deeper sense of the evils which sin has brought

upon the world. May the record of the calamities and miseries which
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it bas entailed be made the means of enabling us to see still more
the need of a Mediator, to receive him the more joyfully, to rely
upon him the more faithfully , and prove him , as the rock smitten
in this wilderness, to be drawing more abundantly the waters of life ,
till the Lamb who is in themidst of the throne shall feed us and lead

us to living fountains of waters, and God shall wipe away all tears
from our eyes. Lord have mercy on us, and bless through Christ

pur Redeemer. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING .— ACTS IX. 23 -43.
Thou art the high and holy One that inhabitest eternity, but
humblest thyself to behold what is done upon the earth . Look in

mercy upon us who now bow ourselves before thee, and grant unto

is the Spirit of grace, and of supplication . We thank thee for thy
blessed work, but would remember that thou only canst enable us to
understand and to profit by it. We pray for those who resist all the
evidences by which thou testifiest the truth of thy word . Persuade
them that if our gospel be hid , it is hid to them who are lost, in

whom the god of this world blinds their minds, lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God , should shine
into them . Bestow upon them an humble , teachable, prayerful dis
position , the honest and the good heart , that they may see and re
ceive the truth . Do thou who commandest the light to shine out of

darkness, shine into their minds to give them the knowledge of the
ylory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. May we ourselves feel
that it is not of him that willeth , nor of him that runneth , but of

God that showeth mercy. May we all be the objects of thy mercy.
May we, like Paul, thy servant, be truly converted to Christ by the
Holy Spirit. And, o God , may we have daily increasing evidences

of the reality of our union to him , in the purification of our hearts,
and in the devotedness of our lives to his glory, and the spiritual
and temporal welfare of our fellow -creatures. May thy ministering

servants be enabled to behold Christ as ascended up on high, leading
captivity captive, and procuring gifts for men . May they feel that
he is Head over all things to his church , that he is the same to-day,

yesterday, and forever, and that he will preserve and prosper it till
all his elect are gathered and prepared for heaven . May they dis

charge every duty in the faith of thy promises, and in a spirit of
prayerful dependence on thy power. And do thou, O Lord, look
down upon them as in the days of old , and give efficacy to the word

of thy grace. Direct and preserve thy church amidst all her tribu
lations; and when a rest is vouchsafed to her,may she not sink into
spiritual sloth , but be edified , and walking in the fear of God , and

in the comfort of the HolyGhost, be multiplied . Wewould remem
ber, O God , before thee the sins of which we have this day been
guilty. Make us to feel that they are sufficient ofthemselves to con .
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demn us. Blessed be thy namefor Christ,the prop .tiation. Sprinkle
his blood upon our hearts, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Preserve us through the ensuing night, O thou who never slumber
est, and in thine infinite mercy regard us in all things necessary for

soul and body, for timeand eternity, through Jesus Christ, the Son ,

to whom with the Father and Holy Spirit, one God , be everlasting
praise. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING .: -2 KINGS XI.
O THOU great and glorious, and, in Christ Jesus,most gracious
God, behold us in mercy, for we are sinners before thee, sinners by
nature, and by unnumbered actual transgressions; we deserve noth

ing but condemnation, we can plead for nothing but mercy. Lord,
be merciful to us miserable sinners. Blot out all our iniquities by
the cleansing blood of Christ. Speak peace unto our souls. Shine

into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. May we be enabled to see, to

love, to cleave unto thee this day, as our Father in Christ. May we
ve emptied of ourselves. May we be delivered from all self-right
eous feelings, from all trust in our own wisdom and strength, from .

all mere worldly desires. May Christ dwell within us. May we be.
hold his glory, the glory of the only -begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth . May we see that thou, the eternal and omnipotent

God, hastmade thyself over to us in him , - I will be a Father to you,
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty .
0 ! that thou wouldst enable us this day to appropriate to ourselves
the privileges of this blessed relation ; wherever we are, and in what

ever duties we are engaged, may we realize a sense of thy fatherly
presence. Whilst others say, who will show us any good ? our
heart's desire is, that thou, O God , wouldst lift up the light of thy

countenance upon us. Do thou lead us to love thee with all our
heart and soul, to walk as if seeing thee who art invisible ; to be
constrained to every duty by the remembrance of thine unspeakable
goodness and mercy, and to resist every temptation , saying, Shall

we do this great evil and sin against God . Bless unto us the in
structions of thy holy word ; may it be as a lamp unto our feet and
a light unto our path . Do thou bring up to our remembrance the
lessons which it teaches ; do thou cause us to follow them in our own
daily walk and conversation . We pray especially for our native
land. May it be in covenant with thee. May thy word be received

by it asthe word of the living God , and be followed as the supreme,
the only rule of duty. May we seek thy favor in Christ Jesusabove
all things, keeping thy commandments , and statutes and judgments.
and so may we know that the Lord our God, he is God , the faithful
God , which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him
and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations. Hear us,

O Lord , for Christ's sake. Amen
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WEDNESDAY EVENING . - ACTS X. 1-24.
ALMIGHTY and most gracious God, we acknowledge that in our.
selves we are full of darkness and of enmity , and that it is altogether

of thy grace and by the Holy Spirit that any of the children ofmen
are awakened from their natural condition , and led to take heed
unto the things which belong to their eternal peace. We pray that
thou wouldst be pleased to stir up to a sense of sin and danger, those
who are unconcerned about their everlasting destiny, that thou

wouldst lead them to inquire for thy truth , and that thou wouldst

not cease to enlighten and to guide them , till thou hast brought forth
judgment unto victory. And do thou make us all to feel that even

when we are brought to Christ by the Spirit, we have need to be
constantly upheld by thy grace ; and do thou, O blessed God, cause
us to cleave to him , and keep us by thy mighty power through faith
unto salvation . We implore that thou wouldst cause us all to feel

for the spiritual darkness, and degradation , and misery of heathen
lands, and to act in regard to them as those who are persuaded that
Christ is the only Saviour ; that there is no present peace, no future
happiness, but through an interest in his blood . Blessed God, en .
large our hearts towards those who are in the region and shadow of
death ; multiply the number of those who may declare to them the
unsearchable riches of Christ. May they go forth as called by thee ;
may they labor in the faith of thy promises, and in dependence on
thy grace ; and do thou, O Holy Spirit, one with the Father and the
Son , come down upon them and bless their labors, so that greatmul.

titudes may believe and be turned unto the Lord. We pray this
evening for the forgiveness of all our trespasses. Whilst day after
day is passing on, and hurrying us so much nearer to death, and
judgment, and eternity, we beseech thee to make us feel more
strongly how short our time is, and give us grace to redeem it.

Make us more humble, more full of faith and love in Christ ; be

holding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, may we be changed into
the same image, from glory unto glory, even as by the Spirit of the
Lord . We throw ourselves upon thy mercy this night. Do thou
receive us, heavenly Father, and grant that whether we live, we may
live unto the Lord ; whether we die , we may die unto the Lord ;
whether living or dying we may be his. In Christ's name we pre
sent our supplications, and through him would we implore a gracious
answer. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . — 2 KINGS XII.
O LIVING God , thou art not confined to temples made with hands :
heaven is thy throne, and earth is thy footstool. Thou art every.

w !!ere present to hear the cry and to answer the prayer of those who
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call upon thee in spirit and in truth . But we bless and adore thee,
chat though thou inhabitest the praises of eternity, and fillest the
universe with thy presence, thou hast chosen Zion for thy dwelling

place , to make known thy mercy, and display thy glory there . And
we thank thee, O Lord, for that rich river of gospel ordinances which

makes glad thy holy city, and revives the hopes of thy waiting peo
ple. Praise and glory be unto thy blessed name, that thou art
building up, in this ruined and guilty world, a glorious spiritual
temple, of which the ancient temple was only a type. May thy gra
cious spirit descend into our hearts, to draw us near unto thyself, and
to make us living stones in that glorious edifice, which is built upon
the foundation of apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being
the chief corner-stone. And may the Holy Spirit purify the inner
temple of our souls,and make them a fit habitation for the living God.
We have cause, O Lord , to mourn and lament that sin has so fre
quently defiled the temple of our hearts. We have cause to lament

the evil suggestions of satan, the sad power of the world , and of our
own unholy desires.

O blessed Spirit of the Saviour, come and re

visit thy temple. Quicken us from the death of sin , purify our
hearts from its polluting influence, and exalt the Saviour to the

throne of our affections. In our future lives, by thy grace,may our
thoughts and our desires be fixed in heaven, where Christ now sit
teth at the right hand ofGod . And may we be enabled, by a holy

and consistent conduct, to evidence the inward presence of the spirit

of holiness. Guide us, O Lord , during this day, by thy heavenly
counsel, and lead us into the company of those , who will encourage
us to continue in the service of Christ. May we be enabled to grow

in grace, and in the knowledge of our God and Saviour ; and in the
midst of prevailing unbelief and indifference, to be decided in our

Christian principles and in our Christian profession. Lord , help us

to walk in thy strength, that wemay not only give an early promise
of believing obedience, but also may be enabled to continue stead

fast and unmovable, always abounding in thy blessed work , for as
much as we know that our labor is not in vain in the Lord . Gra
cious Father, to thee we commit all our dear friends. May they also

be spiritual stones in the living temple, and members of that family
of which Christ is the glorious Head .

Remember, we beseech thee,

that church which Jesus purchased with his own blood. Raise up

holy men to stand in the breaches of Zion, and to repair the.wastes
of many generations. O Lord, thou wilt yet appear in thy glory,
when thou buildest up thy Zion. Thou wilt regard the prayer of
the destitute, and not despise their prayer. Herein have we still
cause to rejoice, that thou art the same, and that thy years shall have

no end . The children of thy servants also shall continue, and their
seed shall be established before thee. Graciously hear our prayers,
and answer us in mercy, for our Redeemer's sake. Amen .

384

TWENTY-FIFTH WEEK .

THURSDAY EVENING

THURSDAY EVENING .- Acts x. 25 -48.
O LORD God Almighty, who art the Father of mercies, and the
God of consolation , we desire to approach thee this evening with

reverence, humility, and faith . We bless thee for that new and liv
ing way by which sinners can draw near unto God , with acceptance
and with comfort. We rejoice that there is a Mediator between God
and man, the man Christ Jesus, who is able and willing to save unto

the uttermost all those who come unto God through him . It is our
blessed privilege, O Lord, to live in the last days of the Son ofman ,
and to see and hear those things which many prophets and righteous
men of old desired to see and hear, but were not so highly favored .

We give thee thanks that the middle wall of partition has been
broken down, and that we enjoy free access into the holiest of all
through the blood of Jesus. Grant us, O Lord , thine all-sufficient
grace, to help us to make a due improvement of our blessed privi.
leges. May it not be our condemnation , that light has come into
the world , and that we loved the darkness rather than the light, be

cause our deeds were evil. Enable us to listen to thy holy word
with the docility of little children, to lay it up in our hearts, and

practise it in our lives. May we feel, in sanctified experience, that
the law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul ; that the testimo
ny of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple ; and that the

statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart. May thy blessed
Spirit open our eyes, to discern the glory and the grace of Jesus

Christ. May we be enabled to receive him as Lord of all, the
brightness of the Father's glory, and the express image of his
person .

Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.

Thanks be

unto thee, 0 .Lord, for the pure and spotless example of our divine
Master; for his cruel sufferings and death , and his glorious resurrec
tion as the first-fruits of them

that sleep . May we be brought to

feel that he was wounded for our transgressions, that he was bruised
for our iniquities, and that the chastisement of our peace was upon
him , and that by his stripes alone we can be healed . May we know

him in the power of his resurrection, in the fellowship of his suffer
ings, and be made conformable to his death . Help us frequently to
meditate on his second advent as the Judge of all, and to say, in

humble faith, Even so, come quickly, Lord Jesus. O God of sove.
reign grace, pour ont of thy Spirit upon our souls, that he may
quicken us from the death of sin to the life of God. Baptize us

with the heavenly baptism , and receive us into the number of thine

adopted children. Pour out of thy Spirit upon all flesh, that the
nations may be converted unto thee, and that thy scattered people
may again bebrought home. Bless this family and all who are dear

to us by the ties of friendship or of blood. Preserve them and us
from all evil, and especially from sin . Support us under every trial,

and bring us to thy holy kingdom , for the sake of that Saviour
whom thou hearest always. Amen .
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FRIDAY MORNING .— 2 KINGS XIII. XIV . 1-16.
U LORD, thou art the hearer and the answerer of prayer ; unto
thee shall all flesh come. Wemust confess that iniquities have pre

vailed against us : but as for our transgressions, thou wilt purge
them away. Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, and the
people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance.

Thou hast

been pleased, O Lord, to distinguish us in this distant land of the
Gentiles, and to confer upon us many national as well as individual
mercies. Wethank thee for our many temporal comforts ; for the
blessings of peace, and the means of national prosperity. And to

thee we desire to look up as the source of that spiritual light, in
which our fathers have rejoiced, and which we, their children , con

tinue to enjoy. Pardon , O God, the sad misimprovement we have
made of thy peculiar favors. Deal not with us as we have dealt
with thee. Help us, as a nation , to return to thy service, and to be
come that people whom thou, the Lord, wilt be pleased to bless .
We must confess before thee, the searcher of hearts, that our indi.
vidual sins have greatly increased the national guilt. We have sin

ned against the clearest light and the tenderest love. We have sin
ned against our own convictions, and against the warnings of thy

word and providence. In us, that is, in our flesh , there dwelleth
nothing good. Weare constrained to cry out, O wretched men that
we are, who shall deliver us from the body of this death ? We are

unworthy to approach thy sacred presence, and to take thy thrice
holy name into our sinful and polluted lips. But to whom can we
go, O living God , but unto thee, thou alone hast the words of eter
nal life. We rejoice that thou hast established a covenant with

Abraham , and his spiritual seed . We adore thy great and holy
name, for the wondrous manner in which this covenant was ratified ;
not with the blood of bulls and of goats, but with the precious
blood of thine only -begotten Son , was our redemption secured .
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and
sent his Son to be a propitiation for our sins. Most merciful Father ,
we earnestly beseech thee, to give us a true and living interest in
thy covenanted mercy, and help us, by thy
Spirit, to expe
therblessed
r comitus,graOce.LLord,
rience the present blessedness wofersthy
eipeople.
uGrant
ord,
,n
o
peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost, increase of grace , and
perseverance therein unto the end. May it be our comfort to know

that thy covenant can never fail. Neither death nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities , nor powers, nor things present, nor things
to come, can separate us from
rom the love of God, which is in Christ

Jesus our Lord . Enable us at all times, to have a conversation and
a conduct becoming the gospel, and to live in the exercise of Chris

tian charity and mutual forgiveness . Help us to live in much
watchfulness and prayer , to repress every vain and presumptuous
desire, and to walk humbly with thee our God. Shield us this day,

and all who are dear to us, from every danger. May we pass the
25
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time of our sojourning here, in thy fear, and at last meet together
in thy heavenly kingdom . Bless, abundantly bless, thy cause, O
Lord . May the nations which sit in darkness hear thy voice, and

return unto thee and live. May the mountain of the Lord 's house
be established upon the tops of the mountains, and may all nations
flow into it. And may the time at length arrive when they shall

join with us in ascribing unto Father, Son, and Spirit,all glory, and
dominion, and praise, forever and ever. Amen.

FRIDAY EVENING . -- ACTS XI.

Most gracious Father, we desire, this evening, to bow down with
reverence at the footstool of thy throne. We are encouraged to

draw near unto thee, because thou art no respecter of persons. In

every nation, him that feareth thee, thou wilt hear, and him that
cometh unto thee, thou wilt in no wise cast out. O Lord, do thou
baptize us with the Holy Ghost, that wemay be enabled to see our

true condition in thy sight. May he discover to us our guilt and
misery, and help us to feel that we are poor, and dying, and pollu
ted sinners before the living God . Grant us, we beseech thee, re

pentance towards thee our God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus
Christ. May our sorrow for sin be a true godly sorrow , and our re

pentance such as shall not need to be repented of. May our faith in
the Saviour be real, influential, and permanent, purifying the heart

and overcoming the world . We bless thee, O God of consolation ,
that thou hast provided a Saviour for our souls, in whom we can

place our trust. When there was no eye to pity , nor arm to save,
thine eye did pity, and thine arm wrought out our salvation . Thou
didst so love the world, as to give thine only -begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish , but have eternal life.

May we gladly receive the message which thou hast sent concerning
thy Son , and rest upon him

alone, as the Lord our righteousness.

Help us, O Lord, to remember that he came to save his people from
their sins, and to purify them unto himself a peculiar people , zealous
of good works. Give us grace daily to set our affections on the
things above, and to acquire the spirit of pilgrims and strangers on
earth . May we constantly live in the prospect of his second coming,
as the Judge of the quick and of the dead, and be enabled , with

humility, to say, We know that our Redeemer liveth , and that he
will stand at the latter day upon the earth . We have been called

by the sacred name of Jesus, but have too often walked in a manner
unworthy of his disciples. We have deeply to lament the coldness

of our love to him , who loved us unto death . We have deeply to
deplore our many backslidings, and our conformity to the practices
of this present evil world . Woe is unto us, that we should have

disgraced our Christian name, and grieved our heavenly Master.
Revive and quicken us, O God , thoi: God of our salvation . Enable
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us, henceforth , to adorn the doctrine of our Saviour in all things,
by a life and conversation becoming it. May we add unto our faith ,
virtue ; to virtue, knowledge ; to knowledge, temperance ; to tempe
rance, patience ; to patience, brotherly -kindness ; and to brotherly .
kindness, charity. We pray this night for all our dear friends, that
thou wouldst bless them ; for our enemies, that thou wouldst for.
give them , and for our benefactors, that thou wouldst reward them .

O Lord , remember Zion ; defeat the counsels of all her enemies, and
make her the joy of the whole earth . Satisfy her poor with bread ,

and clothe her priests with salvation, that thy saints may shout
aloud for joy ; give thy Son the heathen for an inheritance, and the

uttermost parts of the earth for a possession. Merciful Father, to
thy protecting care we commend ourselves through the darkness of

the night. May the everlasting arms be around and underneath us,

and may thy statutes be our songs by night as well as by day.
Spare us to the light of another morning ; and fit us for every duty
and every change. These are our prayers, O Lord. In mercy hear
and answer us, for the sake of our only and all-sufficient Saviour,
Jesus Christ. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . — 2 KINGS xiv. 17-29 ; XV.
O ALMIGHTY and mostmerciful Father, spared aswe have been to
see the return of a new day, we would now come and present those
bodies which thou hast preserved in health , and refreshed with sleep,
as living sacrifices before thee. Quicken our hearts at this time by

the gracious influences of thy Spirit, that the flame of heavenly grat
itude may be enkindled within us, and that we may be enabled to
realize more deeply the magnitude of our obligations to thy unceas

ing kindness. Lord, how unworthy are we in ourselves of the least
token of thy favor ! Wewould remember that all our mercies, tem
poral as well as spiritual, flow to us from

thy rich and sovereign

grace, and through him who is thine only -begotten and well-beloved
Son . In his name, then , would we at this time present our humble
but heart-felt tribute of thanksgiving. May it be accepted in thy
sight. And while, O righteous Father , wewould render thee praise

for thy mercies, we would also, with all earnestness, supplicate thy
grace. How multiplied are our needs in this respect ! We natu
rally inherit, each one of us, a heart that is deceitful and desperately

wicked, alienated from thy love, full of the seeds of every evil pas
sion, and continually prone to betray us into iniquity . We beseech
thee, then , to create in us clean hearts, and to renew within us right
spirits. ( may thy Holy Spirit be vouchsafed to effect that great

moral change in our souls, without which thou hast assured us that
we can never enter into thy kingdom . Make us therefore new crea

tures in Christ Jesus. May we not only be justified by his right
eousness, but transformed into his likeness. Clothe us with that
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spirit of humility, and meekness, and holiness, and love, which , in
the days of his flesh , he so pre -eminently exemplified , and may we
be enabled, through thy grace, to become crucified unto the world ,
and to live more and more with our desires and affections in heaven .

Be pleased to take us under thy guidance and guardianship this day.
Be aiding to us in the fulfilment of all its duties. Help us to resist
its temptations, and let not the enemy of our souls be able to prevail
against us. Wewould desire to recognize thee in all our ways, and
to feel that we are continually in thy presence. O Lord , our strength
and our refuge, do thou thyself uphold our goings, that wemay be
made to rejoice always before thee. Dwell in this our family, and

be the covenantGod of every member of it. Dwell in the families
of our friends ; yea, become the God of all the families of the earth ,

bringing thein nigh unto thyself through the blood of atonement,
and making them heirs of the unsearchable riches of Christ. Com
fort all who are in trouble , and may those whose days are about to

be numbered, be prepared for death , and judgment, and eternity .
Hear our prayers, forgive our sins, and accept of us in the Son of
thy love, to whom , with thyself and the eternal Spirit, be glory ever
lasting. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . - ACTS XII.
O THOU who art the God of our lives, and the length of our day ,
and the giver of every good and perfect gift that we receive, we
would, this evening, bow ourselves with the deepest reverence be,
fore thee, and call upon our souls, and all that is within us, to bless

and to magnify thy holy name. Another week is now about to close
upon us, and we come to render unto thee our unfeigned thanks fo .
all its undeserved mercies. Thou hast watched over us in all ou :
goings ; thou hast supplied all our wants ; thou hast kept our eyes:
from tears and our feet from falling ; and it is because thy gracioui
hand has every moment sustained us that we are the living still be.
fore thee. And blessed be thy name for the daily access which we
have had to the counsels and comforts of thy word ; for the privi:
lege of communing with thee in prayer and supplication, and for all
the glorious and cheering hopes of the gospel of thy Son , by which

our hearts have been made glad. Pardon, merciful Father, wherein
we have in any respect rendered an unbecoming return for these thy:
mercies towards us. Alas, how ready have we been to forget the

hand from which they have flowed ! How prone to sin against thee
every hour ! Wert thou to set our iniquities and sins in full array
against us, we could not answer unto thee for one of a thousand ;
even our own hearts condemn us, and thou art greater than our
hearts, and knowest all things. Have mercy upon us, therefore, O
our God , and remember not our transgressions against us. May we

be washed , and justified and sanctified in the name of the Lord Je
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And give us grace, we

beseech thee, to live more and more as becometh thy redeemed.
May we never be ashamed to confess Christ before men ; may we be
found to glory only in his cross ; may we be ready, if need be, to
bear reproach and persecution for his sake ; may his love be so abun
dantly shed abroad in our hearts, that we may not even count our
lives dear unto us, if so be that we may be enabled to finish our

course with joy. We would rejoice that if called to endure tribula
tion , thou hast promised to be with us, and to make our very amic
tions to work for our good. Thou givest thine angels charge con
cerning thy people to keep them , and to deliver them , and to lead

them at last into glory. Why, then , should our hearts be troubled ?
We will wait upon the Lord and be of good courage ; we will be

strong in him , and in the power of his might ; we will not fear what
man can do unto us ; we will believe that over satan himself we

shall be made more than conquerors. Take us under thy care , heav
enly Father, this night, and if it please thee to spare us to a coming
Sabbath, may we be enabled to rejoice in it ; may its rest be refresh
ing, and its services precious unto our souls ; and may wemeet with
thee, and be blessed of thee in the ordinances of thine own appoint

ment. Be gracious to all our friends; forgive our enemies ; comfort
the afflicted ; be near unto the dying.

And make Christ's cause to

prosper everywhere . Hear these our imperfect prayers, for the Re
deemer's sake. Amen .

Twenty- sirth Week.
SABBATH MORNING . - PSALM LXXVIII. 25 -48 .
ADORED be thy name, O our God, that another sabbath has been
made to dawn upon us, and that again we have been permitted to

come and meditate upon the holy lessons of thy word. Wewould
now entreat thee to impress these lessons upon our hearts, and to
make them truly profiting unto us. Help us to come before thee at
this time, deeply conscious of our own unworthiness ; may we feel,
while we confess, that we are indeed of unclean lips, and dwell in
the midst of a people of unclean lips. How multiplied have been

our sins against thee ! Like thy backsliding and rebellious people
of old , we have been prone, under the influence of our natural cor
ruption and unbelief, to turn aside from thee, to prove unthankful
for thy mercies, to seek the gratification of our own carnal lusts , to

murmur under the righteous dispensations of thy providence, and to
flatter thee with our lips, while our hearts have been still estranged
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from thee. At this time, then, do we bow ourselves before thes, O
thou fountain of all grace, not only to acknowledge that we have
thus sinned against thee, and that in us, that is, in our flesh, there
dwelleth no good thing ; but to implore that renovating power of
thy Spirit,by which wemay have the corruption that is in us rooted
out, and be enabled to mortify the flesh, with all its affections and

lusts. Adored be thy name for the promise of the Spirit to begin
and carry on a work ofsanctification in our souls, and to perfect that
which concerns us. Give us, in our blessed experience, to know the
fulfilment of this promise. May he enlighten our understandings,

purify our hearts, renew our wills, and bring every thought, and af
Section, and desire into the obedience ofthe gospelof thy Son. And
may we thus be kept steadfast in the covenant of our God , and ena.

bled to let our light shine before men , that they, seeing our good
works, may also be led to glorify thee, our Father in heaven . On

this holy sabbath , set apart to commemorate the glorious resurrec
tion of our once crucified, but now exalted Saviour, may we have

grace given to us to engage in a suitable spirit, in all its sacred and
solemn services, whether in the sanctuary, or in the family , or in the
closet. May we this day have our fellowship with thee, and with

thy Son , Christ Jesus. May our souls be greatly refreshed and com
forted in waiting upon thee. O make thyself known to us, even as
thou dost unto thine own , and enrich our souls abundantly with the
blessings of thy grace. Wewould entreat thee also in behalf of our
brethren . May this be a day whereon multitudes shall be born
again unto the Lord , and ofwhom it shall be said , that salvation has
come unto them .

And may the hearts of thy saints be more and

more established in the faith . For this purpose, bear testimony to
the preaching of the word, and the dispensation of ordinances every .
where, giving unto thy servants, the ministers of the everlasting gos

pel, to declare with all faithfulness the words of eternal life. Lord ,

we now look up unto thee for all needed wisdom , and grace, and
strength . O send us not away empty from thy presence. Bless us,
and all the objects of our affections ; yea , do thou bless us very abun
dantly . And we ask all in the name of Jesus thy Son , and our Sa
viour.

Amen .

SABBATH EVENING.– PSALM LXXVIII. 49-72.
O Most mighty and mercifulGod, by whose inspiration all scrip
ture has been given, and whose teaching alone is saving and unto
profit, be pleased to give us a right understanding, and to help us to
make self-application of the solemn truths which we have now been

hearing from a portion of thy word. May we see , in the continual
proneness of thy people of old to backslide from thee, and to forget

all thy mercies, what need we have to watch always, that we sin not
in like manner. We would remember that we have hearts in us
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alike evil and deceitful,that naturally we are no better than they,
and that, if unrenewed by the quickening influences of thy grace,
we will be equally ready to be led captive of satan at his will, and
to be hurried on in the downward path of sin . O fill our hearts at
true characters of vileness and guilt ; and may we be ready to lay
our hands on our mouths, and our mouths in the very dust, and to

confess before thee, that we are unclean, and ready to perish . But
for us ; that though we have all like sheep gone astray, thou hast
sent thine own Son, as the good Shepherd, to invite us back to thy
fold , and to the full and everlasting possession of that favor which
we have forfeited . Eternal praise for this interposition of divine
mercy in our behalf ! thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift !
We will now , believing, look unto the cross of Jesus. We will re

joice that the very guiltiest of us may find grace through him . And
we will seek to be found in him , not having our own righteousness ,
which is of the law , but that which is through the faith of Christ,
the righteousness which is of God by faith . And that we may be
enabled to live as thy redeemed in Christ, we would entreat thee, O
our God , to give us grace according to our need , and to bless unto

us all the solemn services in which , in this thy holy day, we have
been engaged. May these leave a hallowing influence on each one
of our hearts , and on the hearts of those who have worshipped with

us. Bless the preaching of thy word throughout the church uni.
versal. Wherever the name of Christ has been this day named ,may
men learn to depart from iniquity. Prosper thy Sòn 's cause in this

corner of thy vineyard, and throughout the whole world. Let thy
Spirit be poured out both on pastors and people, and let thy work
be greatly revived. Accept of our thanksgivings for all the mercies
of another sabbath . Forgive our sins and short-comings in duty .
Be gracious to us as a family , and make each one of us members

of the household of faith . Sanctify thy dealings to the afflicted .

Prepare the aged and dying for a coming eternity. Train up a
young and rising generation in thy fear, and may they be early
led to seek Jesus. May all who are placed in stations of authority,
seek to glorify thee in them . And let thy will be done upon the
earth , even as it is done in heaven . And now unto the Father, and

to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, one God, be glory, dominion ,
and praise everlasting. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . — 2 Kings XVI.
O THOU God ofall grace, be pleased to listen to our prayers, and
to permit our humble cry to find acceptance with thee. It is through
the Mediator of the new covenant that we desire now , and at all
times, to come, because we are assured by thy word that he is the
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alone way. Weknow that our services cannot be accepted, neither

will our petitions obtain entrance into heaven, unless Jesus be re
garded in all that we do and say. And we bless thy name, O Lord ,
that this is thine own wise arrangement. For in Christ we have one

that can be touched with a feeling of our infirmities ; one that can
sympathize in all the sorrows and tribulations of his people ; and
one that has all prevalency of intercession in heaven, and all power

on earth, to keep his own in their sojournings here below . We
earnestly pray, O living God, that the Spirit may give unto each of
us a saving interest in the Lord Jesus Christ, making us partakers

of his redemption, children of God by adoption, and heirs of the
everlasting inheritance . O let us never covet the riches or the dig
nities of this world , but be satisfied and contented with whatever
station thou hast assigned us in the army of the faithful. Forbid,

Lord, that we should barter away our privileges, our hopes, our
eternal interests, for any advantage whatever that this world can
give us ; and () give us grace, we pray thee, to form a right Chris
tian estimate of the overwhelming importance of the things of eter
nity , compared with the things of time, so that whether we be the
possessors of a palace or the occupants of a humble dwelling, we
may consult the best interests of our undying souls. O thou King

ofkings, direct all that are seated on earthly thrones, and let not the
possession of an earthly crown in any way prevent them from seek

ing after that crown of glory that fadeth not away. Give thy Spirit
and thy grace unto all men . Give the heathen to thy Son for his
inheritance. Supply the wants of the poor, the afflicted , and the
dying. Reclaim the wandering; satisfy the doubting; enlighten
the inquiring soul. We give thee thanks that thou hast opened our
eyes to the light of another day. Guide us during thehours of busi

ness, of duty, and of trial, this day, and forsake us never, for the Re
deemer's sake. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . - ACTS XIII. 1 -25.
ALMIGHTY Father, we thank thee that thou didst, in the times of
old, send forth laborers into the Gentile vineyard, and in great mer.
cy didst condescend to proclaim the tidings of salvation to those who

were afar off. Webless thee this night, that the message of peace
and of pardon, through the Lord Jesus Christ, hath reached this dis
tant land of the Gentiles, and hath gladdened the heart of many a
sinner ; and we give thee thanks on behalf of every one converted

unto Jesus ; of every one whose soul has been cheered by the prom
ises and consolations of the gospel; of every one who has fought, or
may be yet fighting, the good fight of faith . O Lord , do thou lead
each one of us, now before thee, to Jesus. Give us all to drink copi
ously from the fountain which himself hath filled, for the refresh

mentand salvation of his people. May we thencefrom obtain cleans
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ing, and pardon, and peace. May the Spirit daily enliguten us pro.
gressively in the things of Christ, and may each day, as it passes
over our heads, find us better prepared for our eternal home. O

Lord, forgive wherein we have this day forgotten thee. Every day,
and in everything , we offend, and therefore we need thy pardoning

mercy, and thy sanctifying grace. Justly, O Lord, mightest thou
punish us, even in the very act of committing sin, but we are monu
ments of thy sparing love. We thank thee, O God , that thou hast

appointed in this land thy ministering servants, to proclaim to us
the glad tidings of salvation . O let them all be faithful to thee, and
to the souls of men . Give them courage, prudence, faith, and love.
May Christ be preached by all, and may the gospel have free course ,
and be glorified . Gather in , O Lord , the dispersed of Israel, and

with them the fulness of the Gentile world . Be with all who have

gone forth in mission to the lands of idolatry. May they be success
ful, by the help of the Spirit, in turning sinners from darkness to
light. Bless the preached gospel in our own land ; let all ranks be
living under the influence of the religion of Jesus. Bless all, O Lord ,
for whom we ought to pray.

And now take us under thy charge

during the silence of the night, watch over our dwelling, forsake us
never, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . — 2 KINGS XVII.
O LIVING God, behold us, as a family , bending down in humble
submission at thine own footstool ; unto thee, seated on the throne
of the universe , would we seek to yield all praise, and glory, and
thanksgiving. And at the same time, would we feel our utter un
worthiness even to speak to thee in prayer. Have mercy on us, O
Lord , for, as a nation , and as individuals, we have all forsaken thee ;

and there are written in thy book of remembrance our manifold
provocations against thee ; and we feel the number and the aggra
vations of our sins to be so great, as to be a thick cloud between

thee and us. But yet, Lord, thy mercy is great, thy love to a world
of perishing sinners has been wondrously manifested, in giving thine

own beloved Son to die for the sins, and to rise again for the jus
tification , of his people. On his all-perfect atonement we rest every
hope of acceptance with thee, and of eternal life.

And we pray

that thou wouldst give each of us an enlarging acquaintance with

Christ, a believing, realizing, saving view of the sufficiency, the
fulness, the freeness of his salvation . May the Spirit enable us to

know more and more of the love of Christ, of his willingness to re
ceive and to save every returning sinner ; of the purity , the spirit
uality, and the extent of his law , and of the necessity of cleaving

unto him with an unfaltering obedience. And, O Lord , let thy chas
tening hand upon us, or upon ours, whensoever thou sendest it,
bring us always nearer unto thee. Spare our land, good Lord , we
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pray thee , from underlying thine anger, because of our national
sins. Remember us in mercy. We have sinned, O Lord , we have
sinned, and deserve to have our candlestick removed out of its place.
But we would plead with thee, to avert thy merited judgments .

Turn notaway in anger from us. We commend unto thee all whom
we ought to bear on our hearts at a throne of grace. Grant to our
friends thine abiding friendship, to our enemies thy forgiveness, to

the mourners in Zion thy consolation, to the dying the hopes of a
blessed eternity . Put an end to idolatry in every heart, and in every
land. Let the influence of divine truth prevail. Hear us, O God,
and guide us this day, for Jesus' sake. Amen.

TUESDAY EVENING . - ACTS XIII. 26-52.
HOLY Lord God Almighty, we rejoice with joy exceedingly that
thou hast revealed Christ as the salvation of sinners, and that al
though with wicked hands he was crucified and slain, yet thou didst
raise him up again from the dead on the third day.

Let our souls

now rejoice that thou hast accepted his finished work , and that all
power is now given to him in heaven and on earth . O may we all
find that we have willingly taken Christ to reign over us, and that
now he is made unto us wisdom , and righteousness, and sanctification ,
and redemption . Give us, o give us, blessed God , to believe on
him to the saving of our souls ; to feel that we are crucified with

Christ, and that the life we now live in the flesh , is a life of faith
on the Son ofGod . May wehave through his blood the forgiveness

of our sins, and a title secured to us to the everlasting inheritance .

O may the Spirit seal our souls unto the day of eternal redemption,
and may it be our happy experience to feel that we have passed
from death to life , and are now fairly set out on the road that leadeth

to heaven 's blessedness. Keep us, O Lord, from the sin of despising
Christ, or of neglecting his great salvation ; and may we ever bear
in mind, that reckoning must be made at the great day . Clothe

us with the Redeemer's righteousness, that on the solemn day of
judgment we may stand forth before an assembled universe, acquit

ted , accepted , and saved with an everlasting salvation . O Lord, we
would not this night pray for ourselves only, but would entreat thee

to visit all men with thy benign salvation. Let every sinner that is
yet out of Christ, becomethe subject of thy saving grace. Establish
thine own people. Bless thine own heritage, and build them forever.
We commit unto thee, Lord , those connected with us by the ties

of grace or of blood. Suit the influences of thy Spirit to them all.
Preserve from dangers, spiritual and temporal. And when thou
hast guided each of us through this pilgrimage, 0 may we be con
ducted by thy rod and staff, through the dark valley, and admitted,
through the merits of our risen Saviour, to all the blessedness of Em .
manuel's land. Amen .
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WEDNESDAY MORNING .— 2 KINGS XVIII.
HOLY and merciful God ! who rulest supreme in the heavens, and
doest according to thine own will amongst the children of men , thou
art infinitely great and good, and of purer eyes than to behold ini

quity. Whom have we in heaven but thee, and there is none upon
carth that we desire besides thee. Thou hast the words of eternal
life . Weworship and adore thee as the only Lord God . We bless

thee for the greatness of thy condescension and love, in raising up for
us an horn of salvation in the house of thy servant David ; in giving
us, poor, sinful, and unworthy creatures, access to thyself through

Jesus Christ ; and in showing us, so clearly, the true way, that we
may walk in it, and find acceptance and favor.

O grant us, we be

seech thee, thy Spirit : and in purity and holiness, and with increas
ing zeal, may we constantly persevere in thy service. Bless the

nation and the church to which we belong. Cleanse them thoroughly
from all idolatry, superstition, and wickedness. Let no enemy, and

no unrighteousness, prevail over them to their ruin : neither let thy
wrath be kindled against them for any secret offences. And may
the rulers of thy people be just, and holy , and ever zealous for the

truth as it is in Jesus ; and let them enjoy much of thy favor and
blessing in the faithful discharge of their important duties. We
humble ourselves before thee, under a sense of our great unworthi.
ness and guilt. Our very nature is corrupt. We are ever prone to
that which is evil ; we often abuse even the tokens and memorials

of thy tenderest mercy ; and are continually adding to the number
of our offences. But, O God, do thou pardon the iniquity of our sin .
Heal our backslidings ; sanctify our hearts by thy special grace ; and

let no sin have dominion over us. Enable us,more and more clearly,
to apprehend thy mercy in Christ Jesus ; and the necessity of being
conformed to thy will. Let us not expect to prosper, or be in peace,
whilst we venture to transgress in any respect, and are not walking

with thee in truth ; and I do thou work in us both to will and to
do thy good pleasure. Strengthen us also , O Lord, we beseech thee,
to resist all our spiritual enemies. May no suggestions of satan ; no

crafty or malicious insinuations of ungodly men ; and no inward
workings of unbelief, have power to shake our confidence in thy

word.

Thou art our rock and our refuge ; let us never be ashamed

of our hope : but, with a firm and unwavering faith , and a growing

ardor of love,may we steadfastly abide with thee, and be humble,
and patient, and persevering in the performance of every duty,
which , in the course of thy good providence , in our various relations
of life, thou hast given us to do. We thank thee for all thy gracious
goodness towards us, and for all thy kindness and care , in the ex

ercise of which thou hast kept and brought us hitherto . In safety
thou hast kept us during the night. Surround us still with thy fa
vor as with a shield . Be with usthrough the day. Bless our kindred
and friends. Pardon all our offences. And hear us, O Lord , we
beseech thee, for the Redeemer's sake. Amen .
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WEDNESDAY EVENING .- .ACTS XIV .
O TIDU great and glorious God ! whose creatures we are, and in
whom we live, and move, and have our being, we draw near unto
thee, under a deep sense of our own personal unworthiness and guilt :

and bless thee for the grace thou hast been pleased to bestow , anu
for all the benefits of this great salvation . Justly , O Lord , mightest

thou have left us to perish. Instead of sending thine own Son to
visit and redeem us — to enlighten our darkness,to remove our guilt,
and be our leader and commander in the way everlasting, well
mightest thou have left us to be filled with the fruits of our own

doings, to live in fear and wretchedness on the earth , and at length
to die without hope. We rejoice, and are filled with gratitude, when

we think of thy great mercy ; and most highly would we value and
esteem thy word , and all the means of grace, which , by the toils and

sufferings of thy faithful servants , thou hast, of old , established in
these , as in other, lands. O do thou give us thy Spirit, and lead us
in thy truth . Teach us to know thee, and Jesus Christ whom thou
hast sent: manifest thou thyself unto us, as thou dost not unto the

world . And , being delivered from spiritual darkness and unbelief,
and from all idolatry and wickedness, may we truly and reverently

fear thy name, and serve thee in holiness and righteousness all the
days of our life. O how corrupt is our nature ! and how strong and
bitter are the prejudices of the unbelieving heart against thee and

thy ways ! Men love darkness rather than the light, because their
deeds are evil. They hate and persecute thy people, O Lord , and
are utterly unwilling that thou shouldest reign over them .

Save

us, we beseech thee, from this great sin . Create within us a clean
heart, and renew a right spirit within us. Let us not, in any cir

cumstances, be carried away with the error of the wicked . Let us
not be deterred by any fear of reproach or suffering, from openly
acknowledging thee as our God , or from observing all thy statutes
and ordinances to do them . May all the difficulties we experience

be overruled for our good, and for the furtherance of the gospel,
that thy glory may be promoted. And let us not be weary in well
doing ; but be followers of them , who, through faith and patience,

inherit the promises. We thank thee for all thy goodness, and es

pecially for the suitable help which thou hast given us in the church .
May the teachers and rulers, ordained according to thy word , be

upheld , protected , and blessed by thy special favor. And whilst we
enjoy, with gratitude, the means of grace, and the bounties of thy
good providence, wherewith thou sustainest us from day to day,

may the work of our preparation for death and for eternity be con
tinually advancing. May the close of every day, as it finds us
nearer unto death , find us also more ready and prepared to die. And

do thou, O Lord,have mercy upon us. IIide thy face from oursins:
blot out all our iniquities. Take us under thy special protection

during the night; and ' et no evil come near our dwelling. Bless
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our relations and friends, and all that are dear to us in the flesh or
in the spirit. When we sleep, may we peacefully repose under the
shadow of thy wings ; and when we awake, may we still be with
thee. Hear these our humble prayers : hear us for the Lord Jesus'

sake. And to thee, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be all glory,

and praise, forever and ever. Amen.

THURSDAY MORNING . — 2 KINGS xix.
O LORD our God ! who art glorious in holiness, and fearful in
praises, we humbly and thankfully approach thy throne. We wor.
ship and adore thee in Christ Jesus our Lord, for whose sake thou
art kind and merciful unto us.

Thy mercies, indeed , are new unto

us every morning, and great is thy faithfulness. Salvation belongeth
to thee, and thou only , O Lord, makest us to dwell in safety. In
ourselves, we are ever weak and defenceless : both within and round

about us, there are many causes of destruction to be feared ; butthou
surroundest us with thy favor as with a shield ; and, owing to thy

great mercies, we are not consumed. Owhat reason we have to
bless thee for the care of thy good providence - for the ever-watch
ful care with which thou protectest us during the hours of darkness
and of sleep ; and for all the blessings, both temporal and spiritual,
which thou givest to be the daily portion of our cup . May we ever

remember and deeply feel the debt of obligation under which we are.
path of duty ; and work in us both to will and to do, according to
thy good pleasure ; that, in just and holy living, wemay have great
May we also live to thy glory. And do thou make plain to us the

peace, and may obtain a growing evidence of our acceptance with
thee. Weare strangers and pilgrims on the earth , as all our fathers
were. Weare often grieved by the wickedness which is everywhere
abroad . We feel deeply the reproaches which are cast on thy peo

ple. Our souls are wounded by the neglect and contempt of thy
truth , which so greatly prevail, and by all the dishonor which is

done to thy holy name. Arise, O Lord, we beseech thee, and plead
the cause which is thine own. When the enemy cometh in like a
flood, O lift thou the standard against him . Stay thou the floods of
iniquity and ungodliness. Let ignorance, and error, and idolatry be
put away. Let profaneness , and lewdness, intemperance and ex
travagance have an end. Let the proud boaster have no success
against the godly : but may the righteous flourish , and Jerusalern
be the joy and praise of the whole earth. We are thy servants, O
Lord. Remember us, we beseech thee, with that love which thou
bearest to thy people . May we be firmly established in the faith ;
rooted and grounded in love ; and ever found amongst the number
that worship thee in the spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no

confidence in the flesh . As a family, may we be more and more at

one in everything that pertains to life and godliness. May we dwell
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together in unity : may we study carefully to avoid every cause of
offence ; and , in the constant and affectionate discharge of all our

relative duties, may we seek to promote each other's welfare, and be
at peace among ourselves. And 0 do thou preserve us in thy fear
all the day long . In all the business and intercourse of life, may

we do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with thee. Let nothing

tempt us to forsake the way of integrity and truth : and do thou
grant us that measure of prosperity which thou seest meet to bestow .
But above all things, may our souls prosper, and be in health .
Bless our friends and relations, and the whole household of faith .

Bemerciful to our unrighteousness : blot out all our transgressions;
and hear us graciously , 0 thou learer of prayer, for Christ's sake
Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - ACTS XV.
ALMIGHTY and most merciful God ! we come before thee this
evening to give thanks for the abundant riches of thy grace, in the

exercise of which thou hast abounded toward us through Jesus
Christ our Lord .

Blessed be thy holy name, that, whilst so many

others are yet in darkness and error, Jaboring under the yoke of
bondage, and going about to establish a righteousness of their own,
thou hast given us the glad tidings of a free salvation . O enable
us to see clearly, and firmly to embrace, the truth as it is in Jesus,
Instructed by thy word , may we look away from everything else,

unto him who perfectly obeyed the law in our stead, and by whose
righteousness alone we are justified . Accept us into favor, O Lord ,

we beseech thee, for his sake. Grant that by grace through faith
wemay indeed be saved - saved from the love and practice, as well
as from the punishment, of sin. May the grace that bringeth salva
tion teach us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts , we should

live soberly , righteously, and godly, in this present world. And O
may it be our great and unspeakable happiness to be received into
glory hereafter. Have mercy on those that are yet in darkness, and
know not the truth . May the gospel of the blessed God , and the
means of grace, be speedily brought within their reach . May their

hearts also be inclined to obey. And let the true church in all the
earth be enlightened and cleansed yet more and more ; protected
from the inroads of error, from all superstition , and from every yoke
ofbondage, which men of ignorant and corrupt minds would impose
upon it. Bless that portion of the church to which we belong. Be
thou as a wall of fire round about, and the glory in themidst thereof.

Let salvation be for walls and bulwarks: and may those whom thou
hast appointed to teach and rule, be fitted with thy Holy Spirit.

Guide them by thy wisdom , and help them in thy grace : and when

they come together to consult and decide in matters that deeply con.
cern the souls of men , let no disturbance arise from the world , th .
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devil, or the flesh ; but, in meekness ofwisdom , and by the unction
of the holy One, may they be led into all truth, and armed with power
to prevail. Bless the rulers, and all who have just authority over

us. May we, as one of the families of thy people, have our sure por.
tion in Israel, and rejoice for the consolation and grace which are

brought to us by the gospel.

Thou art ourGod and Saviour, under

whose care it is our blessed privilege to abide. By thy good provi.
dence, thou hast kept us in being, and helped us thus far in our

journey through life. Into thy hands would we still commit the

keeping of our souls, and bodies,and all that we have. Watch over
us, 0 thou that slumberest not, nor sleepest ! and let the blessing of

thy Holy Spirit keep our hearts and minds. Be kind and merciful
to those whom we bear on our hearts before thee. Visit the sick
and the afflicted. Prepare the dying for death ; and us for all the
trials through which we have to pass. In mercy, hear us in these

our humble supplications; and when thou hearest, forgive and ac
cept; for the Redeemer's sake. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . — 2 KINGS XX.
We adore thee, O Lord ,as the King eternal, immortal, and invis
ible, the holy One who inhabiteth eternity. We are of yesterday.
Our foundation is in the dust. We are insignificant and mortal as

creatures ; we are ill-deserving, hell-deserving as sinners. Nay,
blessed God, we confess that death is the wages of sin . It is as
sinners we are mortal. By one man sin entered into the world , and

death by sin . Weknow that thou wilt bring us to death . So teach
us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom .
O that we were wise, that we understood this, that we would con

sider our latter end ! In all time of our affliction, in all time of our
health, may we hear thee saying to us, as thou saidst to Hezekiah ,

Set thine house in order for thou must die, and not live ! Even now
in the time of health and strength may we prepare for sickness and
death. O spare us, that wemay receive strength before we go hence
and be no more. Preserve our lives, if it be thy blessed will ; but
especially save our souls. Sinful and mortal in ourselves, may we
be united to Christ for life and salvation . Of thee may we be in

Christ Jesus, as made of thee unto one and all of us, wisdom , and
righteousness, and sanctification , and redemption . Preserved by thy

goodness, may our lives by grace be directed to thy glory. Othou
who didst try Hezekiah , to know all that was in his heart, suffer us
not to fall into temptation . Leave us not to ourselves. Take not

thy lIoly Spirit from us. Keep us from being tempted, and support
and deliver us when we are. Teach us, () Lord, the way of thy
statutes, and we shall keep it unto the end. Give us understanding,
and we shall keep thy law ; yea, we shall observe it with our whole
heart. Make us to join the path of thy commandments ; therein
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may we delight. Incline our heart unto thy testimonies, and not to
covetousness. Turn away our eyes from beholding vanity , and
quicken us in thy way. May there be peace and truth in our days.
In the days of our sovereign , in these the days of our Saviour, may
there be abundance of peace. May all become Christians, and may

all Christians speak the truth in love, and keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. Bless the afflicted ; the dying ; all near
and dear to us ; all whom we ought to remember before thee ; all
who need thy mercy . We thank thee for refreshing sleep. ( when
we awake from the sleep of death ,may we rise to the life immortal,
through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord
and Saviour. Our Father which art, & c.

FRIDAY EVENING .— 2 Kings XXI.
GRACIOUS God ! we desire this evening, in our family circle , to
worship thee, our Father and our Friend, and to give thee thanks

for all the blessings of the day. Thou art the one living and true
God Blessed be thy name for allowing us to meet at the family
altar, to supplicate and obtain thy blessing. Webless thee for en

tering into covenant with Abraham , and saying, I will be a God
unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. Whilst webless thee for Jesus
Christ, and pray that in him all the nations of the earth may be
blessed , and whilst we beseech thee to grant us individually an in .

terest in the Redeemer, we humbly entreat that thou wouldst bless
us as a family . O may therebe no wicked Manasseh, no impenitent
Amon, amongst us, or those with whom we are connected. May
there be no wicked parents of good children, no wicked children of
righteous parents. May the root and branches alike be holy . And
to this end may we all be in Christ, as living branches of the true
and living vine. May the promise be to us and to our children .
house. O satisfy us truly with thy mercy, that wemay rejoice and
be glad all our days. Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and
glory unto thy children. Even though not idolaters, we are sinners,
like Manassen . But we bless thee that he repented . O may we re
pent with him . Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Enable us to say with thy servant of old , Thou art our portion , ()
Lord : I have said that I would keep thy words. I entreated thy
favor with my whole heart; bemerciful unto me, according to thy
word. I thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy testi
monies. I made haste, and delayed not to keep thy command
ments. For the sake of Him who died that we might live, forgive
us all our iniquity, especially the sins we may this day have com .
mitted in thought and in deed . Wewould humble ourselves before

thee. O when we pray, do thou be entreated of us and hear our

supplication. Save us, we beseech thee. May we know that the
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Lord he is God . O grant us repentance towards God, and faith to
wards the Lord Jesus Christ. Sorrowing for sin, may we yet trust

in the Saviour. Esteeming it as a faithful saying, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom we are chief, may we
bring forth fruits meet for repentance. Forbid that, like Amon , we

should continue impenitent, to perish in our sins. May we be
washed, and sanctified, and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and by the Spirit of our God . Being made free from sin , and be
come servants ofGod, may we have our fruit unto holiness, and our
end everlasting life. Bless all whom we ought to remember before
thee ; all who have none to help them ; all the ends of the earth .

Take us under the shelter of thy wings this night. Grant us the
sleep of thy beloved ; and when we sleep with our fathers, may we
sleep in Jesus. Hear us for his blessed sake. Our Father, & c .

SATURDAY MORNING. — ACTS XVI. 1- 25 .
HEAVENLY Father ! we bless thee this morning for the privilege
of prayer. And in its exercise may we obtain the blessing. May

themeans of grace inspire us with thehope of glory. Webless thee
for the resistless yet persuasive efficacy of thy Holy Spirit. O thou
who wast pleased to open the heart of Lydia , that she attended to

the things which were spoken of Paul, be pleased, we beseech thee,
to open our eyes to see the wonders of thy law . May we receive
thy Holy Spirit, to know the things that are freely given to us of

gospelus,
thee
Spirit take
pray them
take ofoftethernalthings
the Spirit
ly in thofe Christ,
thee. May the
andweshow

unto us. As we are called externally in the gospel, may we obtain
the effectual calling of thy Holy Spirit. Convince us, we pray thee,
of our sin and misery , enlighten our minds in the knowledge of

Christ, renew pur wills, persuade and enable us to receive Jesus
Christ, as he is freely offered to us in the gospel. Worshipping thee
in spirit and in truth , and receiving thy word of truth , with prayer,

and faith , and love, converted unto thee, may we be edified in holi.
ness and comfort,through faith unto salvation . Aswe have all been
baptized with water,may we be born of the Spirit. May we be faithful
to the Lord . May we put all our faith and trust in Jesus. May we
trust in him both for pardon and purity . We bless thee for showing

us the way of salvation. Look thou upon us and be merciful unto
us, as thou usest to do unto those that love thy name. Order our

steps in thy word ; and let not any iniquity have dominion over us.
May we rely on Jesus, as our prophet, priest, and king, for wisdom ,
righteousness, and sanctification . Whilst we look to him for mercy
to pardon , may we look on high too for might to subdue our sin , and
strive in a better strength than our own, even the imparted aid of
an almighty arm , to wage with it a constant warfare, till victory de
clare for grace in the glory of heaven . Deliver us from the evil one.
Put thy fear in our hearts, that we may not depart from thee. May
26
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we have the Spirit of Christ, and thus being the sons of God, and
the brethren of Christ, if we are destined to pass through tribulation ,
may we be admitted to serve thee day and night in thy temple.

We thank thee for the light of another day. Keep us from sin and
danger this day. Lift on us the light of thy countenance. Direct,
control, suggest, all we think , or say, or do. May all our powers
unite in thy glory. May we acknowledge thee in all our ways, and

do thou direct our paths. Bless us and all men,more than we can

ask , for the Redeemer's sake. Our Father, & c.

SATURDAY EVENING . - ACTS XVI. 25 -40.
O LORD our God ! we would desire, at the end of another day and
week , to approach thy throne. Grant us the spirit of Paul and Si
las. And when we think of the power of religion to support in
every situation, forbid that when they were content to sing in a
dungeon , we should ever be reluctant to praise thee in our family.
But lo ! O Lord, another voice than theirs. That voice is thine.

Thou speakest in the earthquake, as in the whirlwind. Thy voice
divides the flames of fire. Thy voice is full of majesty. Owe
would think of the methods of thy grace, converting, now in the
earthquake, now with the still small voice. However it may be, O
Lord, may we be converted . To this end , O Lord , may we be con .

vinced of our sin . May we be in earnest regarding the salvation of
our souls. And may we see that we cannot save ourselves. O
whilst we say, in anxious and earnest desire for salvation , yet not in
the self-justifying spirit of the ruler, What good thing must we do,
to have eternal life ? may we say, in all the conviction of guilt and

impotence, if not with all the alarm of the jailer,What must we do
to be saved ? We have sinned, and committed iniquity, and done
wickedly , and rebelled. O give us a heartfelt sense of sin , in both
its guilt and power. Feeling that we are great sinners, may we
know and rejoice that Christ is a great and mighty Saviour. May
we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, that we may be saved . With
repentance toward thee, may we have faith towards Jesus. May we
put all our trust and confidence in him for salvation . Trusting in

Christ, yet seeking to be holy, may we say in faith, We have longed
for salvation , and thy law is our delight. Let our souls live, and

they will praise thee ; and let thy judgments help us. We have
gone astray like lost sheep ; seek thy servants , that we may never
forget thy commandments . Grantus an interest in that twofold re
demption from condemnation and corruption which he purchased by

his blood, and lives to perfect by his Spirit, and dispose us ever, by

thy heavenly grace, to the assiduous pursuit of that holiness which
they are equally intended to produce. And, O Lord,with the jailer,
may we obtain thy blessing as a fainily . Believing on Jesus,may
thy servant be saved with hishouse. Aswehave all been baptized,
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O may we be born again ; the children of God — a family in heaven .
Enable us to rejoice, believing in God, and believing in Christ.
Bless our country, our rulers, and the church ; the young, the aged,
the afflicted, and the dying ; our friends, our enemies, and all the
ends of the earth . Watch over us this night. May we fear the

grave no more than our bed . Raise us in the morning, if it be thy

blessed will, and with the light of thy day may the light of thy
countenance shine on us.

Conduct us by thy counsel while we live.

Receive us to thy glory when we die, through the merits and media
tion of Jesus Christ. Our Father, & r .

Twenty - seventh Werk.
SABBATH MORNING . — PSALM LXXIX.
O LORD, we humble ourselves before thee, as the King of kings,
and the Lord of lords. Thou dost according to thy pleasure in the
nd among the inhabitants of the earth . Thou
armies
p. Thsoft heaven,
and in, aand
woundest and thou healest. Thou castest down and thou raisest

up.

Thou killest and thou makest alive. Have mercy upon us, O

God , for thy mercies' sake, for we are brought very low . Return ,

O Lord, and let it repent thee concerning thy servants, and restore
to us the joy of thy salvation. In wrath remember mercy. Thou
didst make man but a little lower than the angels, and didst crown

inglory
clinatlhas
provoand
him
with
honor.
But
our
Our
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aveglory
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im with
d
d
provoked thy displeasure. We have been
from thy presence, and have been led captive by the god of this
world , and by our own evil desires and inclinations. Turn thou us
unto thee, O Lord, and we shall be turned. Heal us, and we shall
be healed . Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy
name, and deliver us and purge away our sins for thy name's sake.
We thank thee for this day of rest unto the body. May it be a day
of rest unto our souls. May we be filled with that peace which the
world cannot give nor take away. Though we are in the body, may
our conversation be with thee in heaven .

We rejoice to know that

he who was delivered for our offences, and rose again for our justifi.
cation, now sitteth at thy right hand making intercession for us.
Confirm our faith in him , O God, and grant that our faith may work
by love ; purify our hearts, and enable us to overcome the world .
Deliver us, we beseech thee, from that fear of death , through which

many are , all their life-time, subject to bondage. And when we
shall have finished our course, grant that we may enter into that
rest which remaineth for the people of God . Do thou prepare the
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hearts of thy worshippers everywhere for the service of thy house.
O send forth thy light and thy truth , let them lead them and bring

them into thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacle. Let their praises
come up before thee as incense , and let the lifting up of their hands
be as the morning sacrifice.

And vouchsafe to give the tongue of

the learned to them to whom thou hast committed the word of re
conciliation, that they may know how to speak a word in season to
them that are weary. Draw nigh , () God , to them who share not
the joy of those who rejoice because it is said unto them , Let us go
up unto the house of God . Let the sighing of the prisoner come
before thee : according to the greatness of thy power, preserve thou
them thatare appointed to die . May thy kingdom come. May thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Let these, the words of
our mouth, O Lord, and the meditations of our heart, find accept

ance with thee through Christ, our strength and Redeemer. Amen.

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALM LXXX.
GIVE ear, O God, to our humble prayers. Thou that dwellest be
tween the cherubim , lift upon us the light of thy countenance.

Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the hands of Moses and
Aaron ; our fathers trusted in thee. They cried unto thee and were
delivered . They trusted in thee and were not confounded. Thou
didst plant man a noble vine wholly a right seed , but he turned into
the degenerate plant of a strange vine. We are the corrupt off
spring of a corrupt parent. We thank thee, O God , that thou hast
not rooted us out as trees which cumber the ground. Thou hast
spared us, that we might bring forth fruit meet for repentance. We

thank thee for the privileges thou hast bestowed upon us. Thou
hast caused those good tidings to be proclaimed in our hearing,
which the Son of man came into the world to publish . We thank

thee for our sabbaths, and for bringing us to thy holy mountain ,
and making us joyful in thy house of prayer. How unworthy have
we proved ourselves to be of the least of thy mercies . It is of the

Lord 's mercies that we are not consumed. Turn us again, O God
of hosts, and cause thy face to shine upon us and we shall be saved .
Enter not into judgment with thy servants , for in thy sight shall no

flesh living be justified. O grant that we may experience the bless
edness ofthose whose transgressions are forgiven , and whose sin is cov .
ered . May we be washed, and sanctified, and justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God . Destroy in us every

root of bitterness, and every seed of corruption, and produce in us all
the fruits of the Spirit. Forgive, O God, what thou hast seen amiss

in the performance of the duties of this holy day. In many things
we all offend , and in all we come short of thy glory . Sead, we be
seech thee, upon our hearts the instructions we have this day re.

ceived , and grant that we may grow daily in grace and in the
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knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Watch over us
during the week . Fit us for the discharge of the duties we may be
called upon to perform , and prepare us for the trials which may be
awaiting us. In thy great mercy, O God , deprive us not of any of
our spiritual privileges. Enable us to value them and to improve
them more than we have hitherto done. Quicken us, and we will
call upon thy name. And being made free from sin , may we have
our fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life . Protect, O
God , the church which thou hast planted among us, from the as.
saults of its enemies. Do thou cause it to take deep root, and to fill
the land , thatwe may sit under its shadow with great delight, and
that its fruit may be pleasant to our taste . We pray that thou
wouldst communicate to other nations the spiritual advantages we
have so long enjoyed . May the time soon come, when ignorance,
idolatry, and unbelief shall be rooted out from the earth , and when
the wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad , and the desert

And beitherto done alue them

shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. Bow down thine ear, O God,
and hear and answer us for the sake of him whom thou hearest al.

ways, our strength and our Redeemer. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . — 2 KINGS XXII.

ALMIGHTY and everlasting Father,wecomebefore thee this morn
ing, to present to thee the tribute of thanksgiving and praise. It

well becomes us, O Lord , to show forth thy loving-kindness in the
morning, and thy faithfulness every night. Every day will we bless
thee, and praise thy name forever and ever. We bless thee, O Lord ,
for the place which thou hast assigned to us among the creatures
thou hast made. Thou hast given to us more knowledge than the
beasts of the earth , and made us wiser than the fowls of heaven .

We bless thee for that book in which thou hast revealed to us thy
will, and pointed out to us the way of salvation. We pray, O Lord ,
that our understanding may be opened, so that wemay understand

the scriptures. May they be profitable to us for doctrine, reproof,
correction , and instruction in righteousness. May we be deeply
humbled under the conviction that we are by nature the children of
wrath , even as others. Who can understand his errors ? Cleanse
thou us from secret faults. We disclaim all confidence in our own
wisdom , our own righteousness, and our own strength . Our suffi.

ciency is in thee alone. Our hope is in our Saviour, in whom it
pleased thee, the Father, all fulness should dwell. O grant that out
of his fulness we may receive, and grace for grace. May we obtain
redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins, and be

ing justified by faith , may we have peace with thee, through our
Lord Jesus Christ, and rejoice in hope of the glory that is yet to be
revealed . And grant that the hope which maketh not ashamed may
support us under the various trials of life, and constrain us to purify
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ourselves even as thou art pure. Enable us, O God, to walk in all
thy ordinances and commandments blameless . Guard us from the
influence of evil communications. Though iniquity abounds, may
our love not wax cold. Deliver us from the evil of our own hearts

and from the devices of our spiritual enemies. Give unto us the
wisdom which cometh from above, which is pure and peaceable ,
gentle and easy to be entreated, without partiality and without

hypocrisy , full of mercy and good fruits. Bless, o God, the labors
of those faithful men who are employed in building up the walls of

Zion. May thy house be a house of prayer for all people. Impress
the minds of Christian parents with a sense of the solemn obliga
tions thou hast laid upon them , to bring up their children in thy
nurture and admonition . And teach the young to remember thee,

their Creator, in the days of their youth , before the evil days come,
or the years draw nigh when they shall say, Wehave no pleasure in
them . We commend to thee, Father of mercies, all those who have

eaten the bread of tears. Teach them to cast their care upon thee ,
and enable them to possess their souls in patience . Appoint unto
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and a garment
of praise for a spirit of heaviness. Let the wickedness of the wick
ed come to an end, and establish thou the outgoings of the right.
eous. Hear, O God, in heaven thy dwelling-place, these our humble
prayers, and send us an answer of peace, through Christ our Lord

and Saviour. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . - ACTS XVII. 1 -21.

Who, O Lord , is a God like unto thee ? The heavens declare thy
glory. The firmament showeth forth thy handy -work . The things
that are made reveal thine eternal power and Godhead . Nor hast
thou ever left thyself without a witness of thy goodness, in that thou
hast given to us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our
hearts with food and gladness. We thank thee, O God, that when

the foolish heart of man was darkened, and when the world by wis.
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people

dom knew thee not, it pleased thee to send thy Son into the world ,
Israel. O God, grant that our darkened minds may be enlightened

by him in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
Give unto us the humility of little children, that wemay not lean to

our own understanding, but receive with meekness the ingrafted

word , that wemay grow thereby. O Lord , we acknowledge in thy
presence our manifold transgressions. Thou art our Father, and
where has been thine honor ? Thou art our Master, and where has
been thy fear ? Thou hast caused the Day-spring from on high to

visit us, but our progress in knowledge and righteousness has not
corresponded with our means of spiritual improvement. Forgive,

O God, the misuse of our time and our talents. May we be washed
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cleanness. And we pray that henceforward wemay be strengthened
with all might by thy Spirit in the inner man , that Christ may dwell

in our hearts by faith , and that we may be enabled to walk as the
children of the light and the children of the day, redeeming the time,

because the days are few and evil. Subdue, O God, we beseech thee,

our rebellious wills. Purify our sinful desires and affections. Lead
us humbly and patiently to acquiesce in all the appointments of thy
inscrutable providence, and to say, Good is the will of the Lord .
Forbid that we should ever render evil for evil. May the same
mind be in us which was in Christ Jesus. And grant that we ever
may esteem the riches of Christ greater riches than the treasures of

Egypt. Prepare us, we beseech thee, for the hour of death. Be.
lieving in him who is the resurrection and the life,may we fear no
evil. May our latter end be peace. Show mercy, O Lord, to our

friends and kindred . May we and they be fellow -workers together
with thee , and heirs together of the grace of life. Clothe thy priests
with salvation . Let thy saints shout aloud for joy. May that right

eousness extend more and more among us which alone exalteth a
nation. And do thou hasten the time when we shall no longer need
to teach every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying,

Know the Lord ; but when all shall know thee, from the least even
to the greatest. Hear us, O God, and accept of our persons and ser.

vices, for Christ's sake. Amen.

TUESDAY MORNING . — 2 Kings XXIII.
WEadore thee, O Lord, as the God who didst choose thy people

the Jews to be the depositaries of thy knowledge, worship, and will.

dicationso Midst repeoples we
all around us, thou didst reveal thyself to

We rejoice that, besides those indications of thy presence, power, and

goodness, which abound
thy servantMoses, and spakest to the fathers by the prophets. We
thank thee for that record which thou hast given us, of thy dealings
with thine ancient people. Bless the portion of it now read for our
growth in knowledge, in understanding, and the fear of the Lord.
Make us to see, from the idolatry and sinfulness of the Jews, that

they were chosen and favored by thee in the simple exercise of thy
sovereign mercy and free grace . May we perceive and feel, from
what we have now read , that, whilst thou art very pitiful and of

tender mercy, thou art a God of purer eyes than to behold iniquity,
and wilt by no means clear the guilty. Give us grace to avoid the
sins of thy people of old , that wemay avoid their punishment. We
are, in many respects, guilty as they were, and are, from day to day,
the living monuments of thy mercy. While thy judgments are con
tinually suspended over our heads, O teach and impel us to flee from
the wrath to come, unto him who is an hiding -place from the tem
pest, and a covert from the storm — to him who has borne the sins
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of his people in his own body on the tree, and through whom there
is hope even for the chief of sinners.

Touch our hearts, as in the

case of Josiah of old , with a godly sorrow for sin ; and enable us.
like him , to bring forth fruits which are meet for repentance. May
we, in imitation of his example, be zealous for thy glory, and the
spiritual good of our fellow men. And ( vouchsafe unto us the
promise made to him , and its fulfilment, that thou wouldst not take
us from the world till thou hast fitted us for leaving it, and till we
are ready, let death come when , and in what form it may, resignedly
to leave a scene of trouble and sorrow , and to enter into the rest and
peace of the Lord . We thank thee for thy preservation of us through

the past night, and for the light and the comforts of a new day.
Thou art continually bearing with our sins, guarding us from dan .

ger, and saving us from death, and giving us time to repent, because
thou art not willing that we should perish . O enable us to live un
der a sense of thy forbearance, and to improve aright the season of

our merciful visitation . Take us into thy keeping through this day ;
fit us for its duties, and its temptations and trials ; preserve us from
danger and from sin ; suit the communications of thy grace to our
several states and circumstances ; and may the day not pass without

each of us making some progress in the Christian life. O send forth
thy light and thy truth to enlighten, and to bless, and to redeem
mankind . May those in whom we are more especially interested
have an interest in thy Son , and in the riches of thy grace. For
ourselves we ask the light of thy countenance, and thy favor and
friendship , which are better than life. We commend ourselves, soul
and body, to thy keeping. Never leave us nor forsake us, and take

not thy Spirit from us, for Christ's sake. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING. - ACTS XVII. 22–34.
O LORD, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth !
Whom have we in heaven but thee, and there is none upon earth
whom our spirits should desire besides thee. We are thy people ,

Whom bare spirit any piases that

and the sheep of thy pasture ; and thou art continually blessing us,

and doing us good . We thank thee for what of thy providential
care and kindness we have this day experienced . Forgive the sins
of which we have been guilty, in thought, word, or deed, during this
portion of time, and hide not thy face from us because of our un
worthiness. We are undeserving of the smallest of thy loving
kindnesses. We thank thee, O Lord, for having provided not only
for our bodies, but for our souls ; not only for our temporal, but for

day on the words becausethey

our spiritual wants. Thou hast sent thy Son into the world to save

us ; and his body has been broken, and his blood shed, for the re
mission of our sins. O apply unto our souls, by thy Spirit, the ben
efits that flow from his sacrifice and finished work . Help our unbe

lief, and grantthat we, being justified by faith ,may have peace with
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God through our Lord Jesus Christ. O Lord , we bless thee for the
light of the gospel, and for the means of grace with which we are so
richly favored. While so many of our fellow -beings are yet sitting
in heathen darkness, or worshipping thee under superstitious forms,
we have been taught wherewithal to approach the Lord , and how to

bow ourselves down before the most high God. Bless the Lord, O
our souls, and forget not all his benefits. And though not now fa
vored with inspired apostles, we thank thee for the record which

thou hast given us of the lives and lessons of those formerly sent
for the holy Scriptures, with the liberty and power of perusing them
— and for a living ministry of the word , so beautifully suited to our

imperfections and our wants, and to which the promise of thy Spirit

is annexed. O enable us duly to estimate, and suitably to improve,
the means of grace ; and let thy blessing rest upon them for the en

lightening, and sanctifying, and saving of our souls. Forbid it, we
humbly beseech thee, that thy light should shine into our darkness,
while our darkness comprehends it not - that amidst means, and pro

fessions, and forms, we should be worshipping a God and a Saviour,
whom , savingly, and practically, we know nothing of.

Do thou

thyself enlighten our darkness. Make us to know thy Son by the
sense of this indwelling presence. Teach us to understand aright
the glorious doctrines which he has revealed, and sanctify us by thy
truth. Enable us to comply arightwith the precepts of his word ;
and, in the discharge of duty, may his Spirit be a light unto our
feet, and a lamp unto our path. Make our path to be that of the
just, which shineth more and more unto the perfect day. And O
may we derive a holier zeal, and a more determined perseverance,
from perusing, as we have now been doing, the record of the lives

and labors of thy servants the apostles of old, who, filled with thy
Spirit, so nobly contended for, and obtained, the crown of victory.
Give us grace to walk in the footsteps of those who, through faith

and patience, now inherit the promises. Supply us with the whole
armor ofGod, and make us conquerors, and more than conquerors,
through him that loved us. During the darkness of night, and the
insensibility of sleep, we commit ourselves to thy care, for thou

carest for us, and thou , the God who keepest Israel, never slumber
estnor sleepest. May we awaken to the light of a new day, refreshed
by rest, for the cares and toils of this our land of pilgrimage, and in

vigorated for the better performance of the duties of the Christian
life . In darkness and in light, and by night and day, we desire to
put our trust and confidence under the shadow of thy wings. Be

thou the rock of our salvation, through Jesus Christ, our strength
and our Redeemer. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . — 2 KINGS XXIV .

WEadore thee, O Lord, as the King of kings and as the Lord of
lords, who doest according to thy will in heaven above, and on the
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earth beneath.

(WEDNESDAY MORNING ,

Thou art the supreme disposer of events ; and

though thy way be sometimes in the cloud, in the tempest, and in
the great deep, we rejoice in the consoling assurance and persuasion ,
that thou, the judge of all the carth, wilt do that which is right.
Thou hast in every age vindicated the majesty of thy character and

the purity of thy laws, by the bared arm of thy vengeance. Thou
hast made mankind to feel when they have refused to own that thou

rulest in the armies of heaven, and amidst the habitations of men .
Thou art a jealous God,who wilt not share thy glory and praise with

another. Because thine ancient people provoked thee to anger by
their high places, and moved thee to jealousy by their graven ima
ges, thou didst deliver their strength unto captivity, and their glory
into the enemy's hand .

O enable us to love and serve thee, the one

true and living God , through the Saviour and Mediator whom thou
hast given us. We confess with shame and confusion of face, that,
professing ourselves to be thy worshippers, we have not given our.

selves to know , to understand, or to seek after thee. Calling our.
selves by the name of Christ, we have not devoted ourselves to his
service. We follow the thoughts of the imaginations of our own
hearts : allowing the world to have dominion over us, and being
lovers of pleasure more than lovers ofGod . Weworship and serve
the creature more than the Creator, who is over all, God blessed for
ever.

O punish us not in thy wrath , but draw us unto thyself with

the cords of love and the bands of affection.

Turn us, and we shall

be turned ; draw us, and we will run after thee. Make us willing
and obedient in the day of thy power. We rejoice that we have a
Surety and Intercessor, with whom thou art ever well pleased and
whom thou hearest always. May we be joined to him as our cove
nant Ilead , by a true and living faith . May he be formed in our

souls the hope of glory, and do thou assimilate us to his holy image.
Look upon us in mercy in the face of thine Anointed, and give us
the adoption and privileges of thy children . We would know none

other save Christ, and him crucified. While others are saying, Who
will show us any good ? may the language of our souls at all times
be, Lord , lift upon us the light of thy countenance. Enable us to

count all things as loss, as less than nothing and vanity, in compari
son with the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord.

We bless thee, O Lord , that on this the morning of another day we
are in the land of the living, and the place of hope; that we are
again privileged to read thy word , and to address thee in prayer
To whom can we go but unto thee, whose goodness is new to us ev.

ery morning, and with whom alone are the words of eternal life i
Give unto us, from day to day, our daily bread ; but more especially
nourish and refresh our souls by the communication of thy grace.
Whilst thou art giving unto us the light of the natural sun, vouch
safe unto us the healing beams of the Sun of righteousness. Shine
into our hearts and make us wise unto salvation. O cause thy king
dom to come and thy will to be done on earth. Forgive our enemies
and befriend our friends, and fill the world with the fruits of the

Spirit, which are love, and joy, and peace. Enable us throughout

this day to live in thy fear, and to thy glory and praise ; and keep our
feet from falling, and our eyes from tears, for Christ's sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING.]
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WEDNESDAY EVENING . - ACTS XVIII.

WE rejoice in thee, O Lord , as the hearer and answerer of prayer.
Wewould in all things, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiv
ing, make our requests known unto thee. Teach us to ask of thee

aright, and fit us for receiving the blessings which we implore. Give
unto us such a portion of temporal and worldly good as thou know

est to be suitable and convenient for us. But above all, give us the
pardon of our sins and the salvation of our souls, and a right to the
inheritance of the saints in light. Make us to hunger and to thirst

for righteousness, that our souls may be filled out of the abundance
of thy grace. Dwell in us richly in all wisdom , and furnish us with
the gifts of thy Spirit. As the God of providence, thou hast covered

the face of nature with thy benefits ; thou preservest man and beast,

and bountifully suppliest the wants of every living thing. But do
thou teach us, thy rational children , to live under the deep impres.
sion of the curse pronounced at the fall, that we are to earn our

bread by the sweat of our brow . Enable us to comply with the
command of thy word, and to use the means presented to us, in the
course of thy providence, for procuring our temporal subsistence.
Contemplating the example of our Redeemer and his apostles, may

we be diligent in our ordinary callings, while weare fervent in spirit,
serving the Lord. O enable us to labor not only for the meat that
perisheth, but for that which endureth unto everlasting life . Give
us grace to seek first the kingdom ofGod and his righteousness, that

all other things may be added unto us. Lord, though we expect not
to be favored, like thy servant the apostle, with any visible sign of

thy presence, or with the sound of thy voice, do thou at all times
vouchsafe unto us the light of thy reconciled countenance, and the
joy of thy directing and consoling Spirit. Yea, cause thy Spirit to
witness with ours that we are thy children . Lord, we are living in
a world of many difficulties and temptations. O prevent the world
from having the dominion over us. May we not, like Gallio , be in .

different, either in regard to ourselves or others, to the things that
are unseen and eternal. Fill our souls with that wisdom which is
the principal thing, and make us to care chiefly for the one thing

needful to the soul. Enable us when we vow and promise to thee,

to do so in sincerity and truth, and in dependence on thy strength .
Make us, like St. Paul, scrupulous in fulfilling our engagements,and
let the praise and glory be all thine own.

O Lord , we are depend

ent on the breath of thy mouth. Thou speakest the word and we

die, and are converted into our kindred dust. In all our wishes, and
intentions, and plans, may we feel our short- sightedness and our
weakness. May our language at all times be that of thine inspired
servant, If God will. Give us grace to copy the example of Apollos,
and to improve the means that we enjoy , in the hope that a larger

measure of light and grace shall be given us. Instruct us perfectly
in thy way. Fit us for thy service in this present world , and for the
enjoyment of thy presence in bliss and glory, for our Redeemer's

sake. Amen .
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THURSDAY MORNING . — 2 Kings xxv.
GREAT and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty ; just
and true are thy ways, thou King of nations. Who shall not fear
thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name, for thou only art holy ; for all

nations shall come and worship before thee, for thy judgments are
made manifest. When we see thy fierce indignation towards indi.
viduals and communities, we are taught to stand in awe of thee and
sin not. We do homage to thy boliness, thy faithfulness,thy justice,
thy power. We tremble for ourselves as a church and as a nation ,

remembering in how many points we resemble in character thine

ancient people. We have, like them , great privileges ; we are, like
them , great transgressors. O may we not resemble them in doom .
We deprecate thy justly deserved wrath . O Lord , to us belongeth

confusion of face, to our rulers, and to our fathers, because we have

sinned against thee . To the Lord ourGod belong mercies and for
givenesses, though we have rebelled against him . Truly we are a

people laden with iniquity,a seed of evil-doers. Wewould sigh and
cry for the abominations in the midst of us ; profane swearing, sab

bath profanation, intemperance, impurity, error and vice of all kinds.
The enemy cometh in like a flood ; 0 Spirit of the Lord , lift up a

standard against him . Revive, purify, and enlarge thy church . Re
vive personal and family religion . Excite a spirit of prayer, a spirit

of inquiry,a spirit of love,and ardor, and devotedness. Raise great

ly the love of piety among thy people. Give us more elevation and
warmth of feeling ; more clearness and enlargement of view ; more
energy and fervor of action. And for this end, pour forth in larger
measure the spirit of all grace. Is not Jesus glorified ; is not the

Spirit promised ; is not the world dead in sin ; is not thy church it
self languishing ? Thus may we escape the doom which,as a people,

we deserve. Thusmay each one, through all the degrees of society,
study to promote thy glory. Thus may piety , and peace, and pros
perity bless our land. And thus, too, may we set an example to all

nations of obedience to Christ, the King,who sits on the holy hill of
Zion . For all our pastmercies, for health and plenty, and the rest
ofmany a quiet night,we bless thee. For the new duties, and trials,
and temptations of each successive day, we beseech thee to prepare

us. And our duties, and trials, and temptations being at last fin
ished ,may we set up our everlasting rest in thy house above, through
the merits and mediation of our blessed Saviour and Lord, whom ,

with the Father, and the Holy Spirit,we equally acknowledge and
adore.

Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - ACTS xix. 1- 20.

We would acknowledge and worship thee, O Jehovah, in all that
fulness of character in which thou art revealed in thy word . We

FRIDAY MORNING.]
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adore thee as the triune God. Thou art, O Father, together with

the Son, and the Holy Ghost, the only living and true God , and we
would have thee to be our God. We desire to choose thee, O
Father, as our Father ; thee, O Son, as our Saviour ; thee, O Spirit,
as our Sanctifier. We desire to know thee with that special, saving,

sanctifying knowledge which thy people, illuminated by thy Spirit,
have of thee. We would acquaint ourselves with God , and be at

peace with him . Give us to know experimentally the love of God
the Father, and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the commu.
nion of the Holy Ghost. Give us, we are especially led to pray at
this time, to know experimentally that there is indeed a HolyGhost.

While in words we recognize him , in his person as divine, in his
work as the applier of redemption to the soul, let us not be strangers

to him in our hearts. May we know him by his dwelling in us,
and working in us, showing us the evil of sin , and producing that
godly sorrow for sin which worketh repentance unto salvation ; re

vealing Christ to us as the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin
of the world ; witnessing with our spirits that we are the children

of God, sanctifying us wholly , and sealing us to the day of Jesus
Christ. Descend, O Spirit of life, and light, and peace, and boliness,
and abundantly baptize these souls of ours. Wewould cherish thy

motions ; we would lay our minds open to them ; we would cease
to indulge in those frames by which thou art grieved . We cannot
live without thee. Too little have we valued thee, and sought thine
aid, and therefore are we so low and dull. Wilt thou not enlarge,
and quicken , and refresh, and strengthen us ? Return and revive

thy drooping church . Raise up many faithful men, at home and
abroad, boldly to dispute and persuade the things concerning the
kingdom of God ; and grant that the gospel being preached with
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven , signs and wonders may be
done in the name of thy holy child Jesus. May we witness the

triumphs of the gospel everywhere. May the word of God mightily
grow and prevail. May every system of error fall before the claims
of truth ; and genius, and power, and wealth , unite all their exhibi.
tions, and lay them on the altar of Christianity. Lord Jesus ! give
us such impressions of thy love, that we shall be constrained to sac
rifice everything for thy sake, at thy command. Weare thine, and
all that we have is thine, and all is too little to recompense thy love.

Accept of us and ours, and through thine all-prevailing mediation,

may our prayers and all our services be accepted, our sins forgiven,
and our souls sanctified.

Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . — 1 CHRON . XXIX .

O LORD God of Abraham , Isaac, and of Israel, enable us to wor
ship thee with that which is thine own, even with thy grace within
us. We know not what we should pray for as we ought. Let the
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Spirit itself help our infirmities, and make interccssion within us
with groanings which cannot be uttered. We thank thee for the
many national, and family, and personal blessings which we enjoy .
Webless thee for having cast our lines in pleasant places, in a land

where we have thy sanctuary , and have heard the glad tidings of
salvation proclaimed . We rejoice to think that thou art not con
fined to temples made with hands, and that thou art presentwherever
there are true worshippers to worship the Father in spirit and in
truth . We pray of thee to bless this household , as of old thou
blessedst the house of Obededom , when the ark of the covenant
was there. We are, O Lord , no longer our own ; we are bought
with a price, even the precious blood of our Redeemer. Wedesire
to dedicate unto thee our bodies and our souls, all that is ours , and
all that is dependent on us. We have received all our blessings
from thee ; we desire to consecrate them to thy service. Welament
before thee that we have been living unworthy of the holy vocation
wherewith we have been called. There is a law in our members
warring against the law of our minds. Do thou of thy free mercy

in Christ forgive our trespasses, and enable us to grow in grace as
we grow in years. In thy hands are the hearts of all men , and
thou turnest them as thou turnest the channels of water : do thou
turn us, and we shall be turned ; change us, and we shall be changed .

Dispose us to use the world as not abusing it; and prepare our hearts
to devote what wealth thou hast given us to the glory of the great

Giver, and of our Redeemer. While in the enjoyment of rich and
precious privileges ourselves, we should think of those who are sit

ting under the shadow of death, and dwelling in the abodes of
e andlaborers
earvest,aand
nd builders to raise
ll na till Send
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to thharvest,
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thy spiritual temple. Add daily to the church of such as shall be
saved , till incense and a pure offering rise as from one temple from

all nations of the earth . Wepray for our President, and all in places

of authority. We pray for the sick , the dying, and the aged, that
their names may be found written in the Lamb's book of life. We

are all here pilgrims and strangers, as were all our fathers. Enable
us to set our affections on things above, and live in the hope of a

glorious immortality. We thank thee for the footsteps of the flock,

the elders who have obtained a good report, and who, being dead,
yet speak unto us. Enable us to follow them as they followed
Christ. To us to live may it be Christ, and to die great gain . All
that we ask is for Christ's sake. Ainen .

FRIDAY EVENING . — ACTS XIX. 21-41.
ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed God , before committing ourselves to
the helplessness of sleep, we desire to commit our bodies and never

dying souls to the care of the great Shepherd of Israel, who neither
slumbers nor sleeps. Do thou give refreshing sleep to our bodies,

SATURDAY Morning.]
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the influence of thy Spirit to our souls. If it should be thy will to
spare us to a new morning, may our first and best thoughts be of
thee. Early will we seek thee, that we may rejoice in thy love all

the day. We thank thee for sparing us during the past day amidst
the sins we have committed, our ingratitude, folly , and provocations.
We lament before thee over the natural enmity of our heart to
wardsGod, and our indifference to the interests of the Redeemer's

kingdom . Wehave too often , hy our sins, been bringing reproach
upon the cause of Christ, and causing the enemy to blaspheme. O
Lord, our hearts are deceitful above ali things, do thou teach us to

know ourselves, and the iniquities that prevail against us, and the
sins that do more easily beset us. Give us to see ourselves as thou
seest us, and to know ourselves as re are known by thee, the

Searcher of hearts. Cast down imaginations and every high thing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God . We rejoice to think ,
that we have, in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, all we stand in
need of, — a balın for every wound , a comfort for every sorrow , a

hope for every despondency, and a very present help in time of
need . Trusting in thy promises, we will come and prove thee, and
see if thou wilt not open the windows of heaven and pour down a
blessing, so that there will not be room to receive it. Supply all

our deficiencies out of the fulness that is in Christ. Wherein we

are weak, do thou make us strong ; wherein we are in darkness,
lead us unto marvellous light ; what time we are in perplexity, lead

us to the rock that is higher than we are. We desire to admire the

wisdom and goodness of God in his dealings towards his church and
people . We bless thee because thou hast given some apostles, and
some prophets , and some evangelists , and some pastors and teachers,

for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ. We bless thee for having brought

the glad tidings of salvation to us, even to the distant land in which
we live. Wehave heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told
us, what work thou didst in their day, in the days of old. Awake,
awake, put on strength . O arm of the Lord , awake as in the ancient
days, in the generations of old . We pray for those who set them
selves against the extension and purification of the church . Father,

forgive them , for they know not what they do. Arrest the wicked
and the gainsayer by that grace which changed the persecutor into
an apostle. Let thy kingdom come, let thy will be done ; let it be
done over all the earth, and let it be done in our hearts. All that
we ask is for our Redeemer's sake. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . - EZRA I. III.

FATHER of mercies, we would now call on thy name with thanks.
giving ; and met together as we now are before thee on the morning
of another day , we give thee thanks for all thy great and long-con
tinuud care and kindness towards us. We thank thee for the pro
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tection and refreshment which thou hast afforded us through the
past night. We thank thee for health , and understanding, and
friendship , and freedom , and peace, and all the other blessings of

our temporal condition . And 0 ! we thank thee that thou gavest
thine only-begotten Son , that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish , but should have everlasting life ; that thy holy word has

brought the message of salvation to our ears, and that whosoever
will, may take of the water of life freely. God of salvation , grant

that the privileges for which we praise thee,we may rightly use, and
that, by the merits of thine atoning Son, wemay enjoy the glorious
blessings which he has purchased and procured for men. Being jus
tified by faith, may we have peace with God . May we walk , day by
day, in the light of thy countenance, and in thy favor may our horn
be exalted . In our case, as in the case of all true believers, may the

faith which justifies, prove a faith which sanctifies. May it induce
us to resist the temptations to which we are exposed , to avoid the
sins to which we are prone, and to seek , in a patient continuance in
well-doing, glory, honor, and immortality. And in connection with
Christian faith and Christian holiness, may our hearts be comforted
and refreshed with Christian peace. Grant us even now the fore

taste and earnest of the glory yet to be revealed . And receive us,
at the last, to that inheritance which is incorruptible and undefiled ,

and which fadeth not away. Meanwhile , bless to our use the dis
pensations of thy providence, the ordinances of thy worship , and the
instructions of thy word . May that portion of scripture which we
have now heard , be impressed by the Holy Spirit on our minds.

Excite our hearts, by means of it, to greater ardor in thy cause .
And while we yield thee the unworthy offerings of our contribu.

tions, our efforts, and our prayers, establish thou upon us the work

of our hands; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it. Assist
us in the duties of this day, guide us amidst its difficulties, defend us
from its dangers, and render its experience useful to our souls.

Bless all others whom we are bound to commit to thy care and

mercy, and grant that, in the intercourse of life , we may do good, as
we have opportunity , to all men . Hear us, Almighty God, in
these our prayers, through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ,
our Lord ; to whom , with the Father and the Holy Ghost, be ascribed

blessing, and honor, and glory, and praise, forever and ever. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING .— ACTS xx .

KING eternal, immortal, and invisible, at the close of another day
we bow before thine uplifted throne ; and while we make mention
of thy greatness , we would also celebrate the riches of thy grace.

Wethank thee that, although we have so often forgotten thee, thou
hast constantly remembered us, and that, notwithstanding our great

unworthiness and sin , thou hast brought us in health,and peace,and
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safety, to the present hour. And we thank thee, also, that to the
common bounties of thy providence, thou hast added so many great

religious privileges, by the diligent and faithful use of which wemay
obtain those spiritual blessings which make provision for the immor
tal soul, and are as immortal as the soul itself. That Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, that the gospel has reached
our dwelling, that all scripture is given by thine own inspiration ,
and that prophets, apostles, and pious ministers, have shown us the

way to heaven, we owe to thy great and undeserved goodness ; and
for these and all thy benefits wemagnify thy name. O may we be
lieve in Christ to the saving of our souls. May we receive the gos

pel, by faith, in all its consolatory and sanctifying principles. May
thine inspired word prove profitable to us for doctrine, for reproof,

for correction, and for instruction in righteousness. And may thy
ministers see the fruit of their labors in the spiritual improvement
of our souls. Dispose us to humility, and to confess, when we have
done all, that we are unprofitable servants . May we serve the Lord

with all humility of mind, and seek for the pardon of the great and
inany sins which degrade and defile even our best performances in

the riches of thy saving mercy, and the atone:nent of thine incarnate

Son . Forgive the transgressions which we have committed against
thee this day.

Protect us this night from evil, and raise us up , if

such be thy holy will, to the light, and duties, and enjoyments of
another day. Regard in mercy our relatives and friends. Accord
ing to their ages, their characters, their circumstances, and their
wants, let the communication of thy mercy be. Be gracious to the

sick and the sorrowful. Lead them to thyself as the God of all com
fort, and grant that the winds and storms of this troubled life, may

make them cling the closer to the Saviour's breast. Bless the whole
family of living men . Let thy way be known on the earth , thy sav
ing health among all nations. Answer us, we pray thee, Father of
mercies, in these our unworthy petitions, for Jesus Christ's sake.
Amen .

Twenty - Eighth Wrek .
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALM LXXXI.
ALMIGHTY and most merciful Lord God, give us grace to ap
proach thee now and at all times with holy reverence, and yet with
filial confidence and love. We acknowledge thee as our strength,
and thank thee that while , by reason of our numerous and aggra .

vated sins, thou mightest have employed thy resistless power to de
27
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stroy us, thou hast preserved us in the midst of all the dangers to
which we have been exposed, and brought us in peace and safety to

the beginning of another week . For all thy long-continued kind
ness towards us,make us sincerely and devoutly thankful; and O
conyince us that we have especial cause to praise thee for the bless

ings of the Christian salvation . Dispose us this day, both in thy
public courts, and in our private dwelling, to celebrate the riches of
thy saving grace. And grant, O God, that we may not only
praise thee for the spiritual and eternal blessings of the gospel, but
also lay hold of them for our own souls. Convince us of their value,
by giving us the personal experience of their suitableness to our own
condition. Remove our shoulder from the burden which sin and
satan have imposed. Raise us from the degradation and defilement

of our natural estate . Dispose us to bear the yoke of Jesus, and

grant that wemay find it easy . May we rejoice to serve thee, and
in keeping thy precepts may we find a great reward. May we de

light to hear thy voice and to do thy will, whether thou speakest to
us from the secret place of thunder , or from the peaceful heights of
Zion . May we yield our minds to the doctrines of thy holy gospel,
and be stirred to gratitude by the faith of its blessed truths. May we

diligently keep thy holy commandments. Enable us to engage this
day with holy ardor in the public and private duties of the sabbath .

Assist thy ministers, and help us, and our fellow -worshippers, to
serve thee acceptably, with reverence and godly fear. Feed us with
the finest of the wheat and with honey from the rock . Bless thy

church, whether at home or abroad. May the sabbath be a joyful
day in all her dwellings, and may those to whom as yet it brings no
tidings of God , and Christ, and heaven, be visited with thinc en

lightening and regenerating grace. To these our imperfect prayers,
grant, O Father of mercies, a favorable answer, through the merits

of thy Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

SABBATH EVENING .- PSALMS LXXXI. LXXXIJI.

FATHER ofmercies, and God of all comfort, on the evening of thy
holy sabbath , we give thee thanks for the great and many blessings
which, in the course of it, we have received from thee. Even for
the common bounties of thy providence we praise thee, acknowledg .

ing that we are less than the least of all thy mercies, and that it is
because thy compassions fail not that we are not consumed . But
more especially we praise thee for the provision which thou hast

e pranon the he that

made by Jesus Christ, for the spiritual and everlasting welfare of
our souls. Blessed be thy name that we have this day had an op

our

portunity of enlarging and deepening our acquaintance with the

hie glored ser

method of salvation, and of participating in the glorious benefits
which it reveals.

O follow with thy blessing the sacred services in

which we have been engaged. From this time forward may we live
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more like the children of God and the disciples of Jesus Christ.
May we walk by the faith of the Son of God . May we live in the
practice of all the virtues of the Christian character, and may the
peace of God keep our hearts and minds by Christ Jesus. In the
various relations of life in which we may stand, may we adorn thy

doctrine. And at the last, in thine own time and in thine own way,
may we exchange a course of usefulness on earth for a glorious im
mortality in heaven . Bless the services of this day, not to ourselves
only , but to others also . O may many who rose this morning im .
penitent and unbelieving, retire to rest this night in favor with thee

and in peace with all ; and may those who have this day heard thy
holy word, be enabled to carry its lessons into practical application
to their future lives . Bless our rulers and our father-land . May
thy servants, exalted to so high and responsible a charge, be guided
by thy counsel, and protected by thy power. May piety and wis .
dom regulate the deliberations and decisions of our national coun
cils. May our magistrates and judges habitually act as under thine
omniscient eye. May our rich men be liberal, and our poor content
ed. Train the young to useful knowledge — train them to Christian

faith - train them to everlasting life. And grant that all classes of
the community may fear God , believe in Jesus Christ, and be sub
ject to principalities and powers, not only for wrath but also for

conscience' sake. Visit the afflicted with thy sanctifying and con
soling mercy, and dispose us to regard their case with Christian
sympathy . Send thy gospel forth throughout the world , and stir
up thy church to contribute more liberally, to pray more fervently ,
and to labor more zealously, for the extension of thy kingdom and
the triumph of thy cause. Arise, () God : inherit all nations. De
fend us this night from danger ; pardon our sins ; and hear us in

these our unworthy prayers, through themerits of Jesus Christ our
Lord, who has taught us thus to address thee : Our Father, & c.
Amen .

MONDAY MORNING .— EZRA V. HAGGAI I.

O LORD,we bless thee for another opportunity of coming into thy
presence, that we may pour out our hearts before thee. We thank

thee for thy kindness in bringing us through the past night, and for
permitting us to see the light of a new day . We acknowledge that
it is of thy mercies that we are in the land of the living and in the

place of salvation . Thou mightest justly have cut us off as cum
berers of the ground . We acknowledge our great unworthiness.
Our iniquities have been many and great, and thou mightest have
made us monuments of thine everlasting displeasure at sin . But
ever blessed be thy name, that when we deserved wrath thou didst
remember and visit us in mercy . Thou hast spoken unto us by thy
Son from heaven , with a voice of love. We rejoice that his message

of peace and reconciliation has been addressed even unto us. For.
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bid, () God, that we should ever despise the riches of thy grace.
Thou hast testified in thy dealings with thine ancient people how sin
subjects to thy displeasure ; how it causes thee to stretch forth thine
arm in punishment; that though for their disobedience to thee thou
wast pleased to carry them captives from their own land , yet thine
anger did not continueagainst them forever. When the time which

thou hadst set in thy purposes of mercy, and which thou hadst de

clared by thy prophets, was come, thou wast graciously pleased to
bring them back to their own land , that they might again rear thy
temple which had been destroyed, and serve thee in the ordinances
which thou hadst appointed for their observance. Heavenly Father,
enable us to receive instruction from their example. Help us dili
gently to improve the means of grace and the ordinances of religion
with which thou hast so abundantly favored us — to read thy holy
word, to sanctify our sabbaths, and to wait upon thee in thy house

of prayer. O forbid , that, by our abuse of the means of grace, we

should ever provoke thee to withdraw our candlestick out of its
place. But may we be ever careful to grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; so that hereafter

wemay have an abundant entrance into his everlasting kingdorn .

Confirm , O Lord , we beseech thee , every good and holy impression
which may yesterday have been made on our hearts ; whether in
waiting upon thee in secret, or in private, or in public . Graciously
be with us this day. Enable us habitually to realize thy presence,
and to walk as seeing thee who art invisible . In every difficulty do
thou guide us by thine unerring wisdom ; under every temptation ,
do thou uphold and strengthen us by thine almighty power. Mer
cifully be with all whom we ought more especially to remember be
fore thee. Bless our fellow -men everywhere, with all temporal, but
especially with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus. Extend, we
beseech thee, the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour until it fill the
whole earth , so that all nations may see the salvation of our God .

Hear our prayers, and accept of us graciously , for Christ's sake
Amen .

MONDAY EVENING .- ACTS XXI.
O LORD, we desire to come into thy presence with reverence and

humility . Thou art infinitely exalted above our highest conceptions.
Heaven is thy throne, and the earth is thy footstool. Thou art pres

ent everywhere throughout the universe, beholding the evil and the
good . But we rejoice that, though thou be highly exalted, thou

hast graciously condescended to look down upon us, the fallen chil
dren of men , with an eye of compassicn . Thou hast revealed thy
self to us as a God of love. We rejoice in the assurance, that thou

hast so loved the world, that thou hast given thine only Son , that
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have everlasting

life. Herein , indeed, is love, not that we loved God, but that he

TUESDAY MORNING.]

TWENTY-EIGHTH WEEK .

421

loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. En.
able us, heavenly Father, now to approach thee through him , as our
Mediator, and do thou love us freely and accept of us graciously.
Lift on us, we beseech thee, the light of thy countenance, reconciled
and gracious in him . May the love of Christ constrain us to live

not unto ourselves. Enable us to carry it about with us, and habit

ually to manifest its operation in our lives. May our light so shine,
that others, seeing our good works, may glorify thee our Father who

art in heaven. O forbid , that we should at any time so forget or vi.
olate our obligations to our Redeemer, that the world should have
any room to doubt or disbelieve our Christian character. But

through good report or evil report, may we be the followers of Christ,
accounting it but a small matter to be judged by men . We ac

knowledge, O Lord, that sin and imperfection cleave to our best
services, and that, wert thou to mark our iniquities against us, we
could not answer thee for one of the many thousand transgressions

with which we are chargeable. We come, beseeching thee, that
wherever we have done iniquity , thou wouldst enable us by thy
grace to do so no more. Let us never be satisfied with any present
attainment, but may we be pressing forward to the mark set before
us in the gospel, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our

faith , who, for the joy of our salvation , endured the cross, despised
the shame, and is now set down at the right hand of God. Being
led by his Spirit, animated by his promises, and rejoicing in the
prospects of blessedness, which he has set before us, may we be ena .
bled to hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering. We
thank thee, O Lord, for thy kindness to us through this day .
Though we have often been unmindful of thee, thou hast never

been unmindful of us, to bless us and to do us good . Thou hast
watched over us amidstmany dangers. Thou hast upheld us amidst
much weakness. We beseech thee to be mercifully with us through

this night. Keep us in thy fear. Surround us with thy favor as
with a shield , so that no evil may come nigh unto us. When we
awake may we be still with thee. Be graciously present with our
fellow -men everywhere, but especially with those in affliction . Be
unto them a God of grace and consolation . Spare lives that are use

ful, and prepare the dying for death , for judgment, and for eternity.
May the Sun of righteousness arise and shine yet more and more,
so that his light may cover the whole earth , and all nations see the

salvation of our God. Hear, Father in heaven, these our humble
supplications, and do unto us beyond what we are able to ask, for
Christ's sake.

Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . - HAGGAI II.

WE adore thee, O Lord , as the blessed and only potentate, the
King of kings and Lord of lords, who only hast immortality, dwell
ing in the light which no man can approach unto , whom noman hath
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seen nor can see. Thou art surrounded with myriads of angels and
glorified spirits, who cease not, day nor night, to celebrate thy glory .
Unto him that sitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb that was

slain, they ascribe glory , and honor, and dominion , and power, for
ever and ever. We rejoice, O Lord , that unto us, the sinful children
of men, upon the footstool of this earth, thou permittest to unite

with them in celebrating thy glory. We rejoice to know that Jesus
is seated at thy right hand, as a Lanıb slain from the foundation of
the world , and that we are encouraged and invited to draw near
unto thy throne in full assurance of faith in his blood. Help us, O
God , now to approach thee through him , as our Mediator, with hope
and confidence in thy favor, as children to a father. When we
draw near unto thee, do thou enlarge the desires of our hearts. Do
thou impress us more and more deeply with the sense of our wants

and necessities, and of the fulness, and blessings which thou hast
treasured up in Christ, and which thou hast promised to communi.
cate abundantly to the heirs of salvation . Forbid , O Lord , that we
should be straitened in ourselves, when we are not straitened in
thee. Enable us to come hungry and thirsty into thy presence,
and do thou supply us abundantly with the bread and water of life.
We rejoice that thou hast never at any time left thyself without a

witness to thy church , and thou art a God who keepest covenant
and delightest in mercy. Though thine ancient people departed
from thy commandments, thou wast not willing that they should re
main at a distance from thee, and perish in their sins. Thou wast
mindful of thy covenant with Abraham , Isaac, and Jacob , that in
their seed all nations of the earth should be blessed. When their

posterity had sinned, and thou hadst brought them to a sense of
their sin, thou wast graciously pleased to return unto them and
speak unto them in kindness and mercy. We rejoice in all the
gracious promises which thou hast made to thy people in former

ages, that though thou didst predict the revolution of nations and

kingdoms, yet thou didst promise that the Desire of all nations
should come, who would make the glory of thy latter house to be
greater than of the former, notwithstanding all its externalmagnifi
cence. And we rejoice to know that the promise which thou didst

make has been fulfilled, in the coming of Jesus Christ, thy beloved
Son , into our world in the likeness of sinful flesh . We desire now

to rejoice before thee in all that he has done and suffered, or is now
doing, at thy right hand as our Mediator. May we have redemption
through his blood. May our hearts be purified by faith in him .

May his Spirit dwell richly witnin us, and enable us to bring forth
in our lives the peaceable fruits of righteousness unto life eternal.
Go with us to the duties of this day. May thy love be in our hearts,

and do thou strengthen us inwardly with thy might. O help us,
heavenly Father, to spend this day as not knowing but it may be
our last in this world . Accept of our united thanksgivings, for all
thy kindness to us hitherto, and enable us ever to live as the chil .

dren of thy mercies; and all that we ask is for our Redeemer's sake.
Amen . -
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TUESDAY EVENING . - ACTS XXII.
O LORD,'We worship thee as a being possessed of every possible
excellence. Thine existence is eternal, and thine essence is immense,

Thy holiness is unspotted, and thy justice is inflexible . Thy mercy
is infinite , and we rejoice in the assurance, that thou delightest in its
exercise to ne fallen children of men . We would therefore now
take encou gement to approach thee. We acknowledge that, in
ourselves, v have no claim to thy friendship , for we have sinned
against the cimes and ways without number. Which of thy com

mandment: lave we not broken ? Which of thy laws have we not
violated in ne imaginations of our hearts, in our words, and in our

actions ? Thou mightest justly have left us to suffer the punish
ments threatened against the transgressors of thy law . But we re

joice that thou hast revealed thyself unto us in Christ Jesus, recon
ciling a guilty world unto thyself, and not imputing unto sinners
their trespasses. We desire, O Lord, now to draw near unto thee
through faith in his blood . We come not in our own name, and we

plead not our own righteousness for acceptance . But we come in
the name of thy beloved Son , and we plead his righteousness, and

his only . We come beseeching thee to be merciful for what he has
done and suffered, and what he is now doing at thy right hand .
For his sake, we beseech thee, to blot all our iniquities out of the

book of thy remembrance, and love us freely and accept of us gra
ciously. Lift on us the light of thy countenance, and visit us abund .
antly with the blessings of thy salvation . We would now take en
couragement to approach thee on account of the many manifestations
of grace which thou hastmade to thy church in former ages. We
would especially give thee thanks for thy gracious dealings to thy

servant who was commissioned to preach thy gospel to the Gentiles.

We rejoice in the testimony which thou didst enable him to give to
the sovereignty of thy love, in bringing him from darkness to light,

and in changing him from being an instrument of cruelty to thy peo
ple, to be a chosen vessel for delivering many from Jewish unbelief

and heathenish superstition, and enabling them to believe in Jesus
Christ as their only Saviour. In the conversion of thy servant may
we be led to reflect with admiring gratitude on the unbounded

mercy of the Redeemer, who extends salvation even to the chief of
sinners. May we thus be encouraged more and more to commit our

souls unto him , being assured , that however numerous and heinous
our transgressions, the love of our Redeemer is infinite , and that his

blood cleanses from all sin . Enable us now to commit our souls
afresh into his hands, as unto a faithful Creator, being assured that
he will keep that which we have committed unto him against that

day when he will present us faultless in the presence of his Father,
with unspeakable joy . We thank thee, O Lord, for thy merciful
preservation through this day. By thy good hand we have been
supported amidst all our unprofitableness and unworthiness. We
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beseech thee to be merciful with us through this night. Be our

guide even unto death, and when thou art pleased to remove us
from this earth , may we be exalted to reign with our Redeemer in
his kingdom above. These blessings which we ask for ourselves,
we beseech thee to bestow on all our brethren of mankind. May our

friends enjoy thy friendship ; our enemies, if we have any, do thou
forgive ; our benefactors, do thou reward. Bless our native land in
all its privileges, temporal and spiritual. Bless thy church which
thou hast planted in it. Build up the walls of our Zion, and may
they prosper wbo love her . May she yet be a joy and a praise in
the whole earth . Dwell graciously in this corner of t y vineyard ;

may it be a well-watered garden , in which thou di ghtest, and,
bringest forth abundantly the fruits of righteousness . ] ar, O Lord,
we beseech thee, these our humble supplications, and d unto us be
yond what we are able to ask or think , for our Reduemer's sake.
Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . — EZRA VI.
O LORD God , we are ever prone to go astray. We are sinful

creatures, having no plea to utter before thy throne but thy mercy ;
and wert thou not to direct and strengthen us, we should fall a prey
to temptation, and depart from thy will.

O do thou, therefore, at

all times, be at our right hand, that we may walk before thee as thy
obedient children . Help us, we beseech thee, according to our
means and opportunities, to be serviceable in promoting the interests

of thy Zion. Let these be revived in our day ; and let a blessing
descend on all, both at home and abroad, who have them at heart,

and are engaged in advancing them . The residue of the Spirit is

with thee, Almighty and most merciful God ; and though discour
agements attend us on every hand, we do not despair. In thine
own time and way the wilderness and the solitary place shall be
glad , and we, thy servants, will praise thee for the greatness of thy

power. Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the
morning. We offer up to thee our thanksgivings that thou art still
sparing and blessing us. We deserve not thy mercies. The recur
rence of them , in the midst of our ingratitude, humbles us deeply .

Deal not with thy servants in judgment ve entreat thee. As we
separate for our duties this morning, may ihy presence go with us,
and let us be returned here in security from temptation and danger.

Hear our prayers for those with whom we are united by the ties of
relationship , or friendship , or gratitude, as we beseech thee to hear.
their prayers for us. Thou knowest our several necessities better
than we do ourselves. Suit thy grace to all these. May thy peace

reign in this dwelling. May it take up its abode in every heart.
And may we, who are wont to meet here from day to day on earth,

meet before thy throne in heaven, washed and sanctified by the
blood of thy Son . Our prayers are before thee, O Lord God . Hear
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them for the sake of him whom thou hearest always. And to thee,
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be all praise ascribed forever.
Amen.

WEDNESDAY EVENING . - ACTS XXIII.

EVER-BLESSED be thy name, Almighty Father, that we are per
mitted and encouraged , at all times, to draw nigh unto thee.

Thou

art glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, ever doing wonders ; but
thou art, nevertheless, our God and our friend, through thy Son .

He is now at thy right hand, having opened a way for us to thy
throne, taking our petitions from us to present them to thee, and
commending them with the interest of a personal experience of our
wants. We are sinners, O thou Searcher of hearts. It is natural
for us to sin ; and every day that passes by but discloses to us how
grievously and constantly we sin . We repair anew , therefore, to

the fountain opened for uncleanness and guilt, which, we bless thee,

is ever flowing. Wash thou us, and we shall be pure. Let our re
pose this evening be that of thy beloved, at peace with thee, with
themselves, and with the world . Thymercies, O Lord God , are new
to us every morning and every evening, meeting us in a variety of

forms, vouchsafed to us notwithstanding our ingratitude. O may a
sense of them be deeply impressed on us. It is of thy grace,most

compassionate Father, that any of us are made to differ from others ;

and we give thee the praise, if, in any measure, we live as thy ser.
vants. But inconsistency is continually discovered by us, and we
need , therefore, habitually to look to thee for light to guide, and
strength to uphold us. We desire to thank thee, that in the path

of duty wemay reckon upon thy watchful care ; but may we never

turn aside from it, and, in all respects, may we adorn the doctrine
ofGod our Saviour, giving honor to whom honor is due, and culti

vating whatsoever things are honest, and lovely, and of good report.
May magistrates and rulers rule in thy fear. May we obey them for .
conscience' sake. Prepare us, we beseech thee, for whatever thou

hast prepared for us ; and whether we awake in time or in eternity,
may we still be with thee. O Lord, hear, O Lord , forgive, hearken,
and do. Defer not, for thy name's sake, and answer these our

prayers, not according to our imperfect desires, but according to the

exceeding riches of thy glory , for the sake of thy Son our Saviour.
Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . - EZRA IX. X . 1 - 17.

O OUR God, we are ashamed, and blush to lift up our faces to
thee, O God ; for our iniquities are increased over our heads, and
our trespasses are grown up to the heavens. Since the days of our
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fathers, have we been in great trespasses unto this day, and for our
iniquities hast thou been pleased to chastise us from to time, as

nations, and families, and individuals. And now , for a little space,
art thou sparing us, remembering mercy in the midst of deserved
wrath. And now , ( our God , what shall we say after this ? for we
have forsaken thy commandments which thou hast commanded us,
requiring of us perfect obedience to thy laws, separation from the
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we do, even the minutest actions of life . And after all that is come
principles and practices of an evil world , a regard to thy glory in all

upon us, for our evil deeds, and for our great trespasses, seeing that
thou , our God , hast punished us less than our iniquities deserve,

and hast visited us with so much compassion, should we again break
thy commandments, wouldest not thou be angry with us, that there
should be no escaping ? O Lord God of Israel, thou art righteous,

for we remain yet escaped , as it is this day ; behold we are before
thee in our trespasses. Pardon us, good Lord, we beseech thee, and

impart to us thy Holy Spirit, that we may see clearly the path of
duty, that we may be kept from falling, and live to thee. We have
laid ourselves down, we have slept and awakened, for thou the Lord
hast sustained us. Known unto thee are the duties we have this
day to perform , the trials we may be called to endure, the dangers
and temptations to which we may be exposed. But we place our

selves in thy holy and safe keeping.

The Lord is our light and

our salvation, whom shall we fear ? the Lord is the strength of our
lives, who shall make us dismayed ? Be with us in our going out
and coming in . Let no evil come nigh our dwelling. Give to us a

deeper insight into the deceitfulness of our hearts. Quicken us in
the way of life . May Christ be increasingly precious to us, and

may each day find us advancing in our course ; that going on from
strength to strength , every one of us may at length appear before
the Lord in Zion . Bless all who are near and dear to us. Reward

our benefactors. Have pity on our enemies, if we have any, and
help us to forgive them . Let the sighing of the prisoner come be

fore thee. Succor the tempted. Comfort the afflicted. Pour into
their wounded spirits the balm that is administered by a Saviour's
hands, which , reaching the springs of sorrow , alone effectually re
moves it. Let thy way be known upon the earth , thy saving health
among all nations. Let the people praise thee, O God , let all the
people praise thee. Receive our thanksgivings, hear our prayers,
for Christ's sake.

Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING .— ACTS XXIV.
God of the families of all the earth , we are again , this evening,

through thy providential kindness, assembled around our family
altar. Another day has passed by, bringing us so much nearer to

death and eternity, and do thou forbid that any of us before thee
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should be putting off the concerns of our souls. Deepen and
strengthen our convictions, we beseech thee. May we resolve, by
thy grace, to follow up these, and, in this the day of our visitation ,

to seek reconciliation with thee. May we have always a conscience
void of offence, both towardsGod and towards man. May we do

no things, and go to no places, in which we would not like death to
find us. Thus, as we repose for the night, may we anticipate that
hour at which we shall sleep the sleep of death. We bless thee, O
Lord God, that Christ hath risen indeed . May we rise with him to

newness of life, and thus possess the pledge that, on laying aside the
garments ofmortality, this corruption shall put on incorruption, this
mortal, immortality. We would make confession of our sins in thy
presence, holy Lord God. Sins against light and warning, and mer
cies ; sins that are numerous as the sands on the sea-shore. But
though we are humbled, we are not discouraged on account of these .
Wehave an Advocate with the Father, even Jesus Christ the right
eous. His name we plead. On his sufferings and death we depend.
May we be found of him , not having our own righteousness. Create
in us clean hearts, O God . Renew right spirits within us. Make .
us altogether such as thou wouldest have us to be. We bless theo

for the unspeakable gift of thy Son. We bless thee for food, and
raiment, and protection . We bless thee for the reading of thy word .
Impress its truths on our hearts. Grant that it may be circulated
in all languages, and its privileges known among all nations. Re
vive thy work in the midst of us, () God . Let thy statutes be our
song in this the house of our pilgrimage. Hear us when we call

upon thee, for the sake of thy Son , who, in condescension to our in
firmities, hath taught us thus to pray, Our Father, & c.

FRIDAY MORNING . – NEHEMIAH I.
ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed God, on the morning of another day
enable us to draw near to thee with reverence and devout affection .

Day unto day uttereth speech of thee. Night unto night showeth
knowledge of thee. We close our eyes under thy protection ; we
open them to behold thy goodness. O let us never forget from
whom it is that all our blessings flow ; but may we recognize thy
mercy and thy loving-kindness, in the food we eat, the air we breathe,
and the raiment which clothes us ; in the preservation of our facul.
ties, and the continuance of our comforts ; in the recurrence of every
season , in the restored light of every morning ; but above all, in the
long -suffering mercy and grace to us, through Jesus Christ our Lord .
We acknowledge our unworthiness of the least of thy mercies. O
Lord God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth cove

nant, and mercy for them that love him , and observe his com
mandments, — we, too, have dealt very corruptly against thee, and
have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judg.
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ments,which thou commandest thy servant Moses. Weare offenders
in thought, word, and deed. Weare transgressors by the omission
of duty, and by the commission of sin. And there is no help in us.
But we rejoice to know , that where sin abounded , grace much more

abounds. We plead thine own promise , Whoso cometh unto me, I
will in no wise cast out ! Lord , we come, -- wewould return to thee.

Pardon our sins. Cast us not away, for thy mercy's sake in Christ,
in which we have trusted . Lord, we believe. Help thou our unbe
lief. We bless thee that thou hast never left thyself without a wit
ness in the works of thy power, and the bounties of thy providence ;
but we bless thee with a deeper gratitude, that while, in times past,
thou spakest unto our fathers by the prophets, thou hast in these

latter days spoken unto us by thy Son from heaven. Enable us to
grow daily in knowledge of thee, the only true God , and of Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent. May we esteem no knowledge equal
to that of Christ crucified , to whomsoever it may be foolishness , and

a stumbling-block . And may the wisdom which thy word teaches,
produce fruit in our inward thoughts, and our outward actions ; in

the piety of our hearts, and the holiness of our lives, abundantly to
thy praise and glory . And more especially be thou our guide and
guardian through this new day, to which thou hast awakened us.

Strengthen us for trial, if trial is before us. Deliver us from temp
tation, if temptation is on our way ; direct us in difficulty, or shield
us in danger ; and if this day is to be crowned with thy mercies, O
God, in our continued health, and hope, and peace, fill our hearts
with gratitude ; enable us to love thee more, and to serve thee better

than we have ever done; and thus conducting us, from day to day,

by thy counsel, receive all at last,we pray thee, to thy glory ; and
all we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING. — ACTS XXV.
Thou art great, O God, and greatly to be praised. Who shall de
clare thy praises, or tell of all thy mighty works ?

Yet blessed be

thy name, that though thou art so far removed from us, in holiness
and majesty, thou art willing, as thou art able, to make all grace
abound toward us. Thou hast preserved our lives throughout an .

other day . Thou hast protected us, O God , amidst innumerable

snares and dangers. Thou hast brought us together again in peace

and security to the evening sacrifice of praise and prayer; and still
the means of grace and the hopes of glory are vouchsafed us ; stil!

we are privileged to plead themerits and mediation of Christ,and to
look forward to his second coming with humble joy in his salvation .

But while we bless thee for undeserved mercies, we have also to ac

knowledge many sins. It is to thy restraining grace, O God, that
we owe our preservation from fatal apostasy .

The heart is deceitful

above all things ; pho can know it ? We desire to try ourselves,
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not by any standard of our own, but by thy most holy and heart
searching law . In many things we offend. In all things we fail and

comeshort. If thou, O Lord, shouldst mark iniquity, O Lord, who
shall stand . Even in our best services, thy pure eye seeth the sin
that worketh in us. But there is forgiveness with thee that thou
mayest be feared ! Still, therefore , O God, do we hope in thee ; still,
therefore, do we rejoice that with thee there is mercy and plenteous
redemption . And how shall we praise thee for him through whom

redemption has been revealed to us ; for him who died , the just for
the unjust, that he might bring us unto God ; for him who now , we
trust, stands between our souls and our sins, as our advocate and me

diator ? O fill our heart with that love by which faith in Christ
worketh . Make it more and more our delight to have recourse to
that fountain of his peace-speaking blood , which thou hast opened
for sin and for uncleanness. And while we daily adhere more close
ly to him as our Saviour, may we be also daily more and more con

formed to his image. By holiness, by peacefulness, by charity, by

every good work , may we declare, in the sight of men, that we
would do thy will on earth even as it is done in heaven . Bless the
ministers of thy glorious gospel. May they be animated by the Ho
ly Spirit, even as thy saints of old . Bless especially those laborers,

who, like Paul, are called to carry the message of grace to the na
tions who are in darkness. Remove obstacles from their way. Soft
en the heart of enemies. Make the truth strong for thine own name's
sake, that the whole world may see the glory of our God . And while

peace is in our own beloved Zion, and prosperity within her bul.
warks, let us not forget that our responsibility is increased with our
advantages. Let us not be high -minded, but fear, and use whatever

talents thou hast committed to our keeping as those who must give
account. Lord, watch over us this night. Grant us sound and re
freshing sleep , and to see the light of a new day, if it pleaseth thee.
Bless also our friends. Reward our benefactors. Forgive our ene
mies.

Comfort all whomourn . Relieve all who suffer. Lord,hear ;

Lord, answer. Forgive and accept us through Jesus Christ, our Re.
deemer. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . – NEHEMIAH II.

MOST gracious God ! help us, whenever we approach thee, or thy
word , to do so in simplicity of mind , and sincerity of heart. May

thy holy scriptures be profitable to us, at all times, for doctrine, re
proof, correction , and instruction in righteousness, and may what we

have now read be blest to us. Lord , thou hast been very favorable
unto us. Our lot has been cast amidst light and liberty, and we can
worship thee, in public, or in private, no man making us afraid .
Bless our country. Bless yet more abundantly these United States

with the grace of thy Holy Spirit. Bless our rulers, and the whole
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body of the people . Blot out our national sins. And may the
knowledge of thee, and of Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent, make

all governments, throughout the world , more and more conducive to
the best interests ofmankind . But we know , O God, that this world
passeth away ; and we bless thee that thou hast made known to our
faith and our hope another and a better. Thou hast not indeed
dealt with us according to our iniquities.

Even when men were sin .

ners against thee, Christ died that they might be saved . We are
sinners, O God, against mercy as well as against truth. But O look
on us in the face of thine Anointed . Put a new song of praise into

our mouth, that for usmercy rejoiceth against judgment. Write thy

law in our hearts. Renew right spirits within us. And while thou
enablest us to put off all unrighteousness, whether of the body or of
the spirit, give us assurance of thy love, peace of conscience, joy in

the Holy Ghost, and perseverance therein until the end. Butwheth
er thou grantest, or withholdest from us, in thy wisdom , the higher
privileges of thy reconciled children , may our souls prosper and be

in health. Lord , enable us, by thy Holy Spirit, to discharge aright,
and for the promotion of thy glory, all the duties to which thou call.
est us. May we be honored instruments in thy hand, of advancing

thy kingdom upon earth , however humble may be the sphere we oc
cupy. Whether as rulers or subjects, teachers or taught, masters or
servants, parents or children , may we ever act as seeing him who is

invisible; may we walk as before the Lord ,while we are in the land
of the living, not with eye-service, as men -pleasers ; but esteeming it
a small thing to be judged of man 's judgment ; knowing that he who

judgeth us, is the Lord. For all the mercies of the past night and

this morning, O heavenly Father, accept our imperfect thanks. We
are pilgrims and sojourners upon earth. Lord, hide not thy face
from us. We know not what a day or an hour may bring forth.
But do thou according to thy mercy with us, O God . Be still the

light of our life, the strength of our hearts, our portion forever, and
answer our prayers with grace , mercy, and peace, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING .— ACTS XXVI.

UNITE our hearts, O God, to praise thy name, and enable us to
appear in spirit before thee as becometh the creatures of thy power,

the deperidents on thy bounty , and the undeserving objects of thy
long-suffering mercy. Enable us to believe, with the heart unto
righteousness, that thou art, and that thou art the rewarder of all

who diligently seek thee ; and forbid that we should take thy holy
name rashly or carelessly into our mouths. Follow with thy bless

ing,we entreat thee, our reading and meditation on thy word. May
we ever esteem it our unspeakable privilege that we can make the
word of the Lord the man of our counsel. What are we, and what
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is our father's house , that thou shouldst so have cared for us. Things

which were hidden from the wise and prudent, thou hast revealed
unto us. Lord , bless the knowledge of thy truth to our souls. Lord ,

perfect thine own praise, in the mouths of babes and sucklings.
Feed us with that spiritual food which is convenient for us, and build

us up daily, towards the stature of perfect men in Christ Jesus. Our

Father which art in heaven , we desire to give thee grateful thanks
for all the grace and mercy which we have experienced at thy hand ,
during the day, and throughout the week , which are now closing

over us. Thou hast granted us life and favor, and thy visitations
have preserved our spirits. We would remember that the day of
life draweth rapidly to its close ; that the times and the seasons are
bearing us swiftly to eternity , that the night cometh in which no
man can work , and that we know not how soon we may be sum
moned before thee. ( pardon , most merciful Saviour, our innumer
able transgressions. Work in us yet more and more, O Holy Spirit,
to will and to do of thy good pleasure. Deliver us from all evil, Al.

mighty God, and sanctify us wholly for thine own name's sake.
While we look forward to the privileges of another Sabbath , if it be
thy will that we awaken to another day on earth , we pray that thou

wouldst prepare us to profit by our advantages. May we be in the
spirit on the Lord's day. May our wants be supplied, our sins sub
dued, our faith strengthened, our love increased . O blessed be thou,
our gracious God, who hast not only given us sabbaths in time, as
resting places amidst the toils of our earthly pilgrimage, but hast
given us the hope of an everlasting sabbath , to succeed these toils,
and satisfy our souls with more than we can ask or think . What
shall we render unto thee for all thy benefits ? What can we ren
der ? Nothing but ourselves ! To thee and thy service, O Lord

God ! unworthy, polluted as the offering is, yet for his sake in whom
thou art well pleased , accept us, bless us, and cause thy face to shine

upon us. We pray for all our brethren of mankind , that they may
be enlightened, sanctified , and saved . Send forth thy light to the
dark places of the earth , which are still the habitations of cruelty .

Thy kingdom come. And now , O Lord,we commit our souls to thy
keeping. Mercifully hear us, and grant an answer to our prayers in
peace, for Christ our Saviour's sake. Amen .

Twenty - J)int) Week .
· SABBATH MORNING. – Psalm LXXXIV.
O LORD, thou hast in thy great inercy, preserved us to behold the
light, and enter upon the holy rest, of another day of the Son ofman ;
thou hast called us again to rejoice at the tidlings, The Lord is risen ,
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and hath appeared unto many ; and to magnify thy faithfulness in
thy promise, that thine holy One should not see corruption . Sepa

rate and sanctify our hearts this day for thy peculiar service. En
able us to say to all worldly cares, intruding anxieties, and to the
tumult of earthly thoughts and passions, Be still, and know that this

is the day of the Lord. Grant unto us throughout the day, a habit.
ual recollection of thy command, Remember the sabbath to keep it
holy . Pour out thy Spirit upon us, as thou didst upon thy servant
John - banished to the isle of Patmos for the testimony of Jesus ;
and make known thy word unto us. Let thy Spirit take of the
word of Christ, and show it unto our souls .

Teach us sin 's hateful.

ness, its opposition to thymost perfect and holy law , the dishonor is
casts upon thymajesty, the destruction it brings upon our own souls,

the agony with which it pierced the Lord of glory. Bring home to
our consciences the charges of thy word, that we may be led to take

refuge underneath the wings of Immanuel. Thou that openest the
prison doors and settest the prisoners free, loose this day our bonds,
proclaim to our souls the year of jubilee, the acceptable year of the
Lord. Grant unto us a simple faith in the great propitiation and
assured confidence in the word and promise of God. Give us to

know , that we are known of thee; and that we are the sheep of thy
pasture. Say unto us, Thine iniquities are forgiven, thy sin is
purged . Bless every member of this family apart ; let us individu

ally , and as a household , receive from thee the grace we need .
Grant that our earthly may be a type ofthe heavenly home ; of the

peace, the love, the charity , that reign in the family above ; and
with prayers for our household , we would unite our supplications

for the whole household of faith ; beseeching thee especially to bless
the pastor whom thou hast set over us in holy things, and richly to
endue his soul with every needful gift and grace of thy Spirit. Pu

rify the sons of Levi; purge them as gold and silver, that they may
offer unto the Lord an offering of righteousness. Cause all thy good
ness and grace to pass before us, that in the assembly of thy church

we shall feel with Jacob, this is none other than the house of God,
this is the very gate of heaven . O Lord God of hosts, hear this our
prayer ; give ear, O God of Jacob . Behold, O God, our shield , look
on the face of thine Anointed . For his sake hear us graciously, and

forgive us freely . Amen.

SABBATH EVENING . - PSALM LXXXVII.
O LORD, thou hast not dealt with us, as with those of our breth .
ren who still sit in the region and shadow of death. Thou hast ap
pointed to us thy sabbaths ; thou hast given to us thine ordinances ;

thou hast called us to the assembly of thy saints ; thou hast permit
our eyes have again beheld our teachers, and we have received the
ted us to join in the prayers and praises of the great congregation ;
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words of life from thy lips. Not unto us; not unto us, O Lord, but
the glory is due unto thee. Thou only makest us to differ from the
poor heathen, who fashions with his tools a graven image, and saith
unto it, Thou artmyGod. Bless the Lord, 0 our souls, and all that
is within us be stirred up to magnify his holy name, who hath not
left us to grope amidst the darkness of idolatry, nor subjected us to

the humiliation of being carried away by dumb idols, and receiving
as our God, the principalities and the powers of darkness. From so
great a spiritualdeath, thou , Lord , hast saved us. Thou hast given
to us our lot in a land of Christian light ; our lines have fallen to us
in pleasant places, thou hast given to us the goodly heritage of thy
word . Let not our distinguished privileges prove to us the greater

condemnation ; let not that awful sentence descend upon our souls,
If I had not come among them , and done the things which none
other man did , they had not had sin ; but now they have no cloak
for their sin . Verily, O God , we confess before thee, that henceforth
we are without excuse. We beseech thee seal divine instruction

upon our hearts, and often recall to our memories the glorious things
which have this day been spoken to us of the city of God . Thou
who lovest the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob,
throw wide the gates of righteousness, that the nations of the earth

may enter in . Incline the heart of thine ancient people to seek the
Lord their God , and David their king; cause their captivity to re
turn , and have mercy upon them . And more especially we pray
for our beloved land , for the church of the reformation thou hast

planted therein . Look , Lord, upon its desolations, and rebuild the
waste places thereof. O thou who watchest over Israel, and grant
est unto thy beloved sleep , watch over our family during the dark
ness and silence of the night. Let not our beds become our graves,
Let us not sleep the sleep of death . 0 wash us in the purifying

blood of thine own Son . Clothe us with his perfect righteousness,

that when we sleep, to awake not again until the heavens be no
more, we may appear before thee righteous in the Lord our right

eousness, unto whom , with the father and the Holy Spirit, be as.
cribed dominion and praise , now and ever. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . – NEHEMIAH IV.

O Gon, we come before thee as sinners, but thou, O Lord, hast
showed to us what is good , and what the Lord requireth ofus; even

that we should plead the sacrifice of thine own Son , and that we

should appear before thee sprinkled with his precious blood, and
righteous in his righteousness. At thy footstool we renounce every

other plea ; in thy holy presence we know of no other righteousness ;
and, in the prospect ofappearing at thy judgment-seat, our alone de
sire is to win Christ, and to be found in him , not having our own
righteousness, which is of the law , but the righteousness which is of
28
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God through faith. Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift,

Jesus Christ. Thanks be unto his great name for in whatever meas
ure he has disposed and inclined our hearts, by his Holy Spirit, to
obey the gospel call, and receive the offered reconciliation, for open

ing our eyes to behold the gulf into which sin had plunged us, and
awakening in our souls a timely alarm , and prompting the inquiry,

What shallwe do to be saved ? If it be known to thee, thou Searchi
er of all hearts, that any member of this family has rejected the of.
fered salvation , and refused to be reconciled unto God , 0 let not thy

Holy Spirit be grieved ; say not of that soul, It is joined to its idols,
let it alone; seal not its perdition by the withdrawmentof thy Spirit.
Thou who raisest the dead, and quickenest whom thou wilt, raise

and quicken into newness of spiritual life every soul among us, hith
erto dead in trespasses and sins. Make us partakers of the same
faith, the same joyful hope, and heirs, at last, of the same blessed
kingdom . Where thou hastbegun a good work in our hearts, carry
it on to the day of everlasting redemption . Perfect that which con .
cerneth us. Sanctify us wholly in soul, body, and spirit. As we are

about to enter upon the business and employments of our calling,
after the rest of thy holy sabbath, strengthen us to maintain the tes
timony of Jesus in the world . Whilst we are in the world, may it

yet be manifest that we are not of the world, and may our hearts be
habitually kept above it. Like thy servant Nehemiah ,may we both
pray , and set our watch against the enemies of our souls, that en
camp around us. Like him , may we deem no sacrifice great, no

self-denial painful, no toil wcarisome, no contest arduous, to which
Christ calls us, in the maintenance of our faith , and of his glory.
May it be our meat and drink to do his will, and may we run with
greater alacrity in the way of his commandments, than we have ever
done to serve our own lusts and pleasures. And whilst we are pur
suing our necessary and lawful callings, may it still be in our hearts
to give glory to God , and may we still be contriving for the advance

ment of his kingdom . Appear, O Lord , with glory, and build up
Zion , and hasten the establishment of the kingdom of righteousness,

and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Hasten it for thine elect's

sake ; hasten it for the glory ofthy Son ; to whom , with the Father,
and the Holy Spirit, be ascribed dominion, and glory, and praise ,
now and ever. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . - ACTS XXVII.
Thou, O Lord, reignest, thou art clothed with majesty ; the Lord
is clothed with strength wherewith he hath girded himself.

The

Lord on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than
the mighty waves of the sea. There is none, Lord , like unto thee ;
thou declarest the end from the beginring, and from ancient times

the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and
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I willdo allmy pleasure. Thine eyes are upon the ways of man,
and thou seest all his goings. There is no darkness, nor shadow of
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hide themselves. Thou
in the night, so that they

are destroyed . The wicked plot against the just, but thou takest
them in the net which their own hands have spread. Thou turnest
their wisdom into folly and their counsels into confusion , and the

devices they had imagined into the accomplishment of thy word .
Teach us, O Lord ,to mark the course of thy providence and to adore
the wisdom by which thou overrulest all things for the advancement

of thy church , and for the benefit of thy chosen. Many there be
that rise up against thy people. Many there be that say of their

souls, There is no help for them in God. But thou, O Lord , art a
shield for them , thou art their giory and the lifter up of their heads.
Strengthen our faith in thy word of promise ; to hope even against
hope ; to trust God while his way is in the deep, and his path in the
mighty ocean, and though his footsteps cannot be traced. When
thou art pleased to try us by affliction, or by poverty, or by be
reavements ,when clouds and darkness are around thy throne, enable

us to cast all anxious care and foreboding fears upon him , who calls
us to be careful for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and by

supplication , to make our requests known unto God. May our
hearts be encouraged in seasons of trial, by meditating upon thy
dealings with thy saints of old . When thou settest before us Joseph
in Egypt, Daniel in Babylon, Paul in shipwreck , teach us to trust
thee farther than we see thee, and when all providences are against

us, still to hope in thy word. By thy good and watchful providence
over us we have been preserved amidst the dangers of another day.
Thou hast not been unmindful of us, though we have been unmind

ful of thee. Enter not into judgment with us for the sins of this by .
gone day. Let thy Holy Spirit lead us anew to the fountain which
thou hast opened for sin and for uncleanness. Wash thou us, and we

shall be clean ; purify us, and we shall be whiter than the snow .
Grant unto every member of this family the grace of true repent

ance, godly sorrow for sin , humility , penitence, habitual tenderness
of conscience, and to fear sin worse than death. Grant a child -like
simplicity of faith in the efficacy of the blood of the great atone
ment. O let that blood be sprinkled upon every member of this

family. Unite us as a family of the faithful. Renew thine image
upon each of our souls. Having received from thee the gift of life,
bestow upon us the better gift of life for evermore, that when the
few and sorrowful days of our earthly pilgrimage are ended , we may

be made partakers together of life everlasting. Advance, we be
seech thee, thy kingdom of grace , as the forerunner of thy kingdom

of glory. Let the tidings of redeeming love be carried , by the swift

messengers of the gospel, into all lands. Forget not,we pray thee,
the land of our fathers. Behold and visit the vine which thou hast

planted, and the branch which thou hast made strong for thyself.
Let our country be as the garden of the Lord , as a field which the
Lord has blessed . Revive thy cause. Pour out thy Holy Spirit

upon us. When the chief Shepherd shall appear, may we as a fam .
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and prevailing intercession , we present our prayers to his father and
our Father, to his God and our God .

TUESDAY MORNING. – NEHEMIAH V .
LORD God Almighty, thou art the preserver of men. Thine eye
watched over us through the night, and thy power has raised us to

the light of a new day. Make us duly thankful for all the mercies
of the past, and mightily strengthen us for all the duties of the fu
ture. Our times are entirely in thy hands. Enable us to dedicate

every moment to the advancement of thy honor and glory. Let
the time past of our lives suffice to have wrought our own will, and
henceforth give us grace to do thy will on earth , even as it is done
in heaven . Lord , our sins have been many ; they have been great
in themselves, and by reason ofmany aggravations they have been
heinous in thy sight. We have possessed thy written word, but,
alas ! we have not studied it with care ; we have possessed a preached

gospel, but, alas ! we have often stopped our ears ; we have been in
vited to communion with God, but, alas ! we have loved the world .
Enter not, O God , into judgment with us for these things ; but lead
us to the Lamb slain , whose blood cleanseth from all sin. Deeply
convince us of our sin and misery ; clearly enlighten us in the knowl.
edge of Christ; entirely renew our wills ; and graciously persuade

and enable us to embrace the Saviour as he is proclaimed to sinners
in the gospel. Show us all the love of Jesus, and let it mightily con
strain us to deny all ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live so

berly , righteously, and godly, in a present evil world . O let the love
of Jesus separate us from the love of the world. Let it teach us to

deny ourselves, and take up our cross and follow him . Specially
give us grace to flee from that covetousness which is idolatry, and
give us godliness with contentment, the true and abiding gain . And

lest we should be discontented with our lot, remind us of him who
had not whereon to lay his head. Teach us, O Father, by his ex
ample , and enable us, by his Spirit, to renounce the world , to crucify

the flesh, to resist the devil. Teach us by his example , and enable
us by his Spirit, to have compassion on the poor, and, as God may
give us the means and opportunity, to feed the hungry, to clothe the

naked, to visit the sick, to consider the stranger, and compassionate
the prisoner. Infuse this spirit, good Lord, into the hearts of all
ranks, but especially into the hearts of the rich and the mighty,

whom thou hast appointed unto this very stewardship. Let the

bright examples of the holy men of old shine upon these our times ;
and let there be many, like thy servant Nehemiah, tender to com
passionate the poor, wise to direct relief, and firm to execute every
purpose of wisdom . Hear us, O God, from heaven, thy dwelling
place. Think upon us for good, and enable us, as we have onor.
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tunity, to do good unto all men , and especially to thy household of

faith. And to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be glory
forever. Amen.

TUESDAY EVENING .-- ACTS XXVIII.
ALMIGHTY, most merciful, and everlasting God, hear us, tho
creatures of a day. Of old hast thou laid the foundations of the
earth , and the heavens are the work of thy hands. They shall per
ish , but thou shalt endure ; yea, all of them shall wax old like a
garment, and, as a vesture shalt thou change them , and they shall
be changed ; but thou art the same, and of thy years there shall be
no end . Show to us, Lord , the end and measure of our days, that
wemay know how frail we are ; and so teach us to number our few
and uncertain years, that we may apply our hearts to wisdom . And,

now that another day is gone, and another night arrived , may we
have wisdom to consider that we are another day nearer to death, to
judgment, and to eternity. O that we were indeed wise ! that we

understood this, — that we should consider our latter end ! Lord ,
grant us grace to live waiting and watching for thy call. And

whether it comeby day, at midnight, or in the morning, may we all
be found ready. And now , O Lord, so long as our years are length
ened out teach us to walk circumspectly, not as fools butas wise, re

deeming the time, because the days are evil. Give us grace to em
ploy our time in seeking to learn more of God ; in seeking more
conformity to his will ; in mortifying the deeds of the body , that we

may live ; and in bringing forth the fruit of the Spirit in all holi
ness, that our heavenly Father may be glorified in the world . Yet,
Lord , we must confess, that we have been very unprofitable servants.
We have wasted our precious time on vanities. We have been as

men spending their money for that which is not bread, and their la
bor for that which satisfieth not. Yet blessed be thy holy name, O

God, thou desirest not the death of a sinner, but rather it is thy de
sire, that he should turn unto thee and live. O turn us, and we
shall be turned ; draw us, and we shall run after thee. Raise our
affections from the earth, and set them upon things above, where
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. By the cross of Christ let
us now be crucified to the world , and the world to us; and let the
life that we shall henceforth live in the flesh , be by the faith of the

Son of God . Let Christ be our life ; and, unworthy in ourselves
though we be, when Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall
we also appear with him in glory. Remember in thy mercy, O Lord ,

all our dear friends and kind benefactors ; and if we have enemies,
forgive them , O God, and teach us from the heart to forgive them
likewise . Remember in thy mercy all that voyage on the seas, and
protect and deliver them

in the hour of danger.

Remember for

good , all sick and afflicted persons. Fit the living for life, and the
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O Lord , that they may everywhere hear and obey thy word. Take
away in mercy the blindness from the eyes of Israel, and in truth
and holiness uphold thy Gentile churches. Rule in the hearts of
our rulers, and let righteousness exalt the nation. Let thy salvation
be nigh to them that fear thee, that glory may dwell in our land.

Grant to us that which is good ; and the earth shall yield her in
crease.

Take away, O Lord, thine anger from us forever ; for thou

art good and ready to forgive, and plenteous in mercy unto all them

that call upon thee. Keep us through the night, and if, in thy
providence, we are spared till another day, may we go forth again
to serve thee in newness of life. And to the Father, the Son , and

Holy Spirit, the everlasting God, be glory forever. Amen.

WEDNESDAY MORNING . – NEHEMIAH VI.

GRANT, O God, and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that we
may learn by the example of other times. To-day give us grace to
hear thy voice. To-day prevent us from hardening our hearts, as in
the provocation , in the temptation in the wilderness, when the
fathers of Israel tempted thee, and proved thee, and saw thy work .

ings forty years. Preserve us, o Father, from their evil heart of
unbelief, in departing from the livingGod . Make us, in thy mercy,
partakers of Christ, and enable us to hold our confidence steadfast
unto the end . Lord, let the example of Israel serve both as warn

ing and encouragement to all thy Gentile churches. Let us be
warned by thy breaking off of the natural branches, lest we also
should be broken off through any self-righteousness or unbelief.
Let us be encouraged, also, by their example ; for they never did re
turn and seek thy face in vain . Thou didst never leave them
without a type of Jesus, the spiritual Saviour ; but didst raise

up Moses to deliver them from bondage ; didst raise up David
to deliver them from persecution ; didst raise up Nehemiah to de
liver them from captivity ; and didst raise up prophets to deliver
them from blindness. Even so , Lord, do to us of the Gentiles,
whom thou hast called in thy mercy. From the bondage of sin and
satan ; from the persecutions of antichrist; from the captivity of
the world , whether in its fear or love ; and from the errors and re

vilings of heresy and infidelity , good Lord, deliver us. Raise up in
thy churches everywhere men that know , and love, and are valiant

for thy truth upon the earth ; and bring, by thy mighty Spirit, the

thoughts of all men into the captivity of Christ. Let the kings of
the world be wise. Let the judges of the earth be taught. And
mercifully , O Lord, teach the rulers of this long-favored land how

much they owe to thee, how deeply they are accountable to thee.
Loudly and effectually call to the remembrance of thy churches ir
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these lands, all that thou didst do for their fathers in days of old ;

from what bondage they were delivered ; with what light they were
enlightened ; with what privileges they were endowed ; with what
liberty of Christ they were made free. Humble us, their children,
for our neglects and backslidings. Heal us graciously , and love us

freely, so shall we render to thee sacrifices of prayer and of praise .
Be our guide, O Lord , in all our temporal affairs. Thy blessing
alone maketli rich , and addeth no sorrow . Let all who are engaged
in the merchandise of this world remember the merchandise that

is better than gold , and the gain that is better than much fine gold .

Let all that are engaged in the husbandry of the field remember the
acknowledge that the Lord of the harvest is coming, and expecting

danger of the way-side, and the stony ground, and the thorns, and

of his seed , from some thirty, and from some sixty, and from some
an hundred fold. Lord , make us fruitful in every good word and

work.

Strengthen our hands for every duty. Encourage our

hearts that wemay fear no evil, and in all things make us conquer .
ors, yea, more than conquerors, through him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own blood . To whom , with thee, O

Father, and the eternal Spirit, be all glory, dominion, and power.
Amen
.

WEDNESDAY EVENING . – ROMANS I.
O God and Father, how great and how precious have ever been

thy promises of a Saviour ; thy promises now fulfilled in Jesus Christ
our Lord, who was made of the seed of David according to the flesh ,

and declared to be the Son of God with power by the resurrection
from the dead. Let thy mercy and thy peace come down upon us
through him , and let us know that we have redemption through his
blood, even the forgiveness of sins, according to the richness of thy
grace. Let us never forget, that there is no other name under
heaven , given among men , whereby we can be saved . And , blessed

by thy name, O God , Jesus is able to save them to the uttermost
that come unto the Father by him , seeing that he, who once died
for us, dieth no more, but now ever liveth to make intercession for
us. O Saviour, intercede for us, who are, by nature , miserable sin
ners : and, resting all our own hopes upon thy intercession for us,
O ! give us grace humbly and earnestly to intercede for others.
Lord, look in mercy, upon thine ancient people, the Jews. O ! re

member the covenant which thou didst well order in all things with
faithful Abraham . And , O God of all grace, who didst give thy
Son Jesus a light to lighten the Gentiles, let him , as the Sun of
righteousness, arise upon a darkened world with healing in his
wings. The dark places of the earth are still full of the habitations

of horrid cruelty : Father of lights, send forth upon them the light
of thy Spirit, and stretch out over them the sceptre of the Prince
of peace. Let the nations that still sit in darkness, see great light;
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and upon them that sit in the valley of the shadow of death, send
light and life from the Lord. Arouse thoughtless sinners by the
voice of thy coming judgment ; draw humble believers by the pow
er of thy tender mercies. Produce in all thy churches that hunger
and thirst after righteousness, to which alone our Lord has promised
the bread and the water of life. Take away, O Lord , from them all

false doctrine, and heresy, and schism . Restore thy word where it
has been made void by traditions of men ; and let the churches
that have apostatized to manymediators, return to the one Mediator
between God and man .

Warn , in thy mercy , all unfaithful

churches ; and if they will not be warned , and if they will not re
pent, yet lead thy people out of them , that they may not partake
of their plagues.

Remember these lands in mercy ; and graciously

· bless all ranks and conditions of the people. Let them that rule,

rule in thy fear ; let them that are ruled inherit prosperity and
peace. Give grace to those that are in health to use and not abuse

their mercy : give grace to those that are in sickness to hear the
voice of the rod , and him that hath appointed it.

Think, in mercy,

O Lord, upon all the children of poverty and sorrow : upon all who
are dreading or weeping over their sad bereavements : upon all who
are in any danger by sea or by land : think upon them all, and upon

us, O Lord , in thy mercy, and for thy great goodness in Christ

Jesus, to whom ,with thee, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, be glory
in the churches forever and ever. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . – NEHEMIAH VIII.
ALMIGHTY God, do thou cause thy word to dwell in us richly, in
all wisdom and understanding Enable us to say from the experi
ence of its power in the hand of the Spirit, The law of the Lord is

perfect, converting the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple ; the statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing

the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the
eyes ; the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever ; the judg.
ments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether ;more to be de
sired are they than gold, yea,much fine gold ; sweeter, also , than
1 honey, and the honey -comb. Grant, O Lord, that by the study and
į knowledge of the scriptures, we may be warned, and fear to sin
against thee . May we ever find , that,by obeying their commands,
we enjoy a great reward . May they lead us to understand our er
rors. May they cleanse us from the secret faults of which no eye
takes cognizance but thine ; especially may they restrain us from
presumptuous sin , nor permit us to live under the dominion of any
transgression . Above all, may we, by the scriptures, attain to en
larged, enlightened , believing, and sanctified views of the Lord

Jesus Christ. May we apprehend the glory of his person, the grace
of his office , the perfection of his work, the richness of his promises,
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and the beauty of his example. May the Holy Spirit thus cause us

to trust in him , and conform us to him . May we be quickened into
zeal for his cause. May we be honored to bear a part in it, and see
our effort:3 crowned with success. May the word have free course
and be glorified , until the kingdoms of this world shall be the king
donis of our God and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and
ever. To this glorious end , do thou condescend to acknowledge the
various means employed by the church in our times, so far as these
are agreeable to thy holy will. May the preached gospel be effec
tual, as of old , when many sinners were convinced and converted .

Thou, who art the Lord of the harvest, do thou thrust out laborers
into the harvest ; and thou , who hast the hearts of all in thine hand,

do thou move the people to desire, and hear, and receive thy truth . 13
May the labors of bible societies be blessed, until thy holy word
shall be found in every hand . May the various missionary societies 4

be directed , and honored, and blessed , by thy Spirit, so that, wher
ever the word is spoken , it may be accompanied with the domonstra
tion of his presence and power. May our schools be the means of 3.

gathering the lambs of Christ's fold . May the unwearied instruc. ,

tions of the domestic circle receive the countenance of the God of all 6
the families of the earth . May the secret devotion of the closet be ' y

earnest, and spiritual, and acceptable . May the sighs of the men
that cry for the defection of the church , and the sins of the world ,
prevail, through the intercession of the great High Priest. May his

arm control, and direct, and overrule the counsels of princes, and
the government of nations. May our own beloved land be prospered
in all its interests ; and especially from it may the word of the Lord
sound out into all nations. Replenish the mind of our President

with heavenly wisdom . May counsellors be taught of God. May
the magistracy acknowledge the supremacy of Christ, and rule for
him . May all say before him , Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but
unto thy name give glory . What we ask is for his sake; and now ,
by his worthiness and intercession, let the words of our mouth , and
the meditations of our heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our

strength and our Redeemer. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . – ROMANS II.
WHEREWITII Shall we come before thee, O Lord, or bow ourselves
before the high God ? We are altogether unworthy to appear in
thy presence. Our own hearts condemn us ; but thou art greater
than our hearts , and knowest all things. God be merciful to us sin

ners.

The high privileges with which we have been favored, have

been an aggravation of our offence.

Thou hast given us light, and

we have walked in darkness. Thou hast called us by thy word, and
we have refused to come unto thee. Thou hast supplied us with or.
dinances, and we have lightly esteemed them . Thou hast blessed
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us with thy sabbaths, and we have accounted them a weariness. O
God, we bless thee that thou hast not removed us from forfeited

privileges, nor withdrawn thy tender mercies from us. Still are we
favored with the word of God and prayer. O Lord , enable us now

to estimate these, and profit by them . May the Holy Spirit shine
on the page of revelation , so that we shall be enabled to read the
truth recorded there. May we truly be convinced of sin , and enter

fully into the inspired account of our own hearts, as deceitful above

all things, and desperately wicked . Help us to feel and own that
we are perishing sinners ; but, O Lord, abandon us not to despair.
May he who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, shine
into our hearts, to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of

(God, in the face of Jesus Christ. O may we apprehend how thou
art just in justifying the ungodly . May we thus be encouraged to
trust in thee. Show us, Lord, that themore we confide in thee, the
more we honor thee. And O may our contemplation of thy name,
as our God and Saviour, exercise a sanctifying power over our heart

and life. Enable us to say, The love of Christ constraineth us, be
cause we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead ; and
that he died for all, that they who live should not henceforth live

unto themselves, but unto him who died for them , and rose again .
Grant that, through the riches of the divine grace, we may be en
abled to cultivate the graces of pure and undefiled religion , adding

to our faith , virtue, and to virtue, knowledge, and to knowledge,
temperance, and to temperance , patience, and to patience godliness ,
and to godliness, brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness,
charity. Lord, suffer us not to be any longer barren of good works.
May we be conformed to the example of Jesus, who went about do

ing good . And may others enjoy the rich blessings of providence
and grace with which we are favored. Compassionate the poor, ()
Lord ; supply their need, and sanctify their sorrows. Do thou in
struct the ignorant, and fill their minds with the light of truth .

Tenderly visit the sick and afflicted, and make thou their bed in
their sorrow , and let their sufferings be an ordinance for their edifi
cation. O Lord, strengthen the tempted ; decide the wavering ; re
claim the wanderer ; restore the backsliding, for thy name's sake;

spare useful lives; and in mercy prepare the dying for death. With
ourselves, we commend to thee thy people and cause in every place.
May thy kingdom come, and be established, until thy will shall be
done on earth even as it is in heaven . Sustain the hearts of those
who are bearing the burthen and heat of the day, whether at home
or abroad. May they see the pleasure of the Lord prospering in
their hands.

And

let the happy period come, when Jesus shall

see of the travail of his soul, and be satisfied . All we ask is in his
name; and unto the Father, and the Son , and the Holy Ghost, be
equal and undivided praise, now, henceforth , and forever. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING
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LORD, teach us to pray . We know not what to pray for as we
ought; but it is written , The Spirit helpeth Jur infirmities ; he

maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God . O
send forth thy light and thy truth ; let them lead and guide us ; then
shall we go unto the altar of God , unto God our exceeding joy.
Lord , what is man ! a sinner from the beginning hitherto ; a sinner
by nature ; a sinner still, though even renewed by thine own sancti.
fying grace. O Lord, we confess our sinfulness, that our hearts are
depraved, and our lives unholy.

We confess the sins of all men ;

and especially do we humble ourselves for the sins of thy people .
O may the record oftheir history, mercifully preserved in the scrip
tures, be profitable to us. Help us to discover the beginnings of sin

in them , and to avoid the same. May we be alarmed by the awful
consequences to which their sins exposed themselves and others, and
not therein follow their example . May we stand by faith. Never

suffer us to be high -minded ; but may we fear always. May our
confidence in thee be cherished by believing views of the grace man
ifested in them , and toward them . While we behold the readiness
to forgive, may we be induced to come to thee with our confessions
and prayers. While we see that thy good Spirit was not withheld ,
notwithstanding their rebellions; may we be encouraged to seek this
precious gift. And o suffer us not to rest short of the sure and cer.
tain consciousness that he abideth in us. May we not grieve him

by our sins, nor quench him by our neglect. May we enjoy the

communion of the Spirit. May our souls be filled with his light,
quickened by his power, and comforted by his grace. By his agency
may we be qualified for any duty, and made faithful and successful.
in it. Enable us to study our own personal godliness ; and may we
maintain the exercises of self-denial, and attain to the heavenly art

of self-government. Do thou control every thought, suggest every
word , and direct every action . In the family, may we cultivate the
graces that adorn it in all kindness , and condescension, and love.

May we be faithful and consistentmembers of the church, maintain .
ing the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, and striving to
gether for the faith of the gospel. And in our intercourse with the

world , forbid, Lord, that we should ever give occasion to the adver
sary to speak reproachfully . May the fruit of the Spirit abound in
us and others, even love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good
ness, faith , meekness , temperance. We are thine, O Lord. Wel
acknowledge thy claim upon us. In Jesus we devote ourselves to
thee.

Hear, Lord , and answer in peace. And do thou accept of ug

in our person and service, for the Redeemer's sake. Amen .
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FRIDAY EVENING . – ROMANS III.

Our Father who art in heaven,we are encouraged , by thy tender
mercies, to draw nigh unto thee. Justly miglitest thou have cast us
off forever ; but when we had destroyed ourselves, in thee was our

help found . O the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and of
the knowledge of God ; how unsearchable are his judgments, and

his ways past finding out! Our fall, O God, hasmagnified the riches
ofthy grace ; our ruin has displayed thy wisdom ; and our helpless
ness has exalted thy power. Bless the Lord , O our souls, and forget
not all his benefits; who forgiveth thine iniquities, healeth thy dis .
eases, redeemeth thy life from destruction , crowneth them with

loving-kindness and tender mercy. O Lord, do thou reveal thyself
to us in Jesus Christ. May we see thy divine perfection , gloriously

harmonizing in him , to accomplish the redemption of sinners. May
we thus be restored to confidence in thee. May we be constrained
to love thee. May we feel the force of the lieavenly remonstrance,
Ye are not your own ; ye are bought with a price ; therefore, glorify

God with your body and spirit, which are his. Never suffer us to
doubt thy faithfulness and truth . Keep us waiting upon thee at all
times, that we may receive out of thy fulness ; and may we have

holy boldness to plead with thee, and to say, in faith , Do as thou
hast said .

Fill our understanding, O God , with light. Reclaim us

from every crooked way. May we be found ever in the path of
path of righteousness. Suffer us to be no longer unprofitable serv
ants. May we learn to go aboutdoing good. May our lips be with
out guile, our mouth filled with praise, our feet ready to go on
errands ofmercy. May our ways be approved of thee, and be thou
ever our fear and dread. Lord, we are thine, all we are, and all we

have. May we be enabled to present ourselves a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God , and count it a reasonable service, being

constrained by the mercies of God. Suffer us not to be conformed

to this world ; but may we be transformed by the renewing of our
minds, and in thy service may we know thy will to be good , accept
able, and perfect. We lay ourselves upon thine altar ; accept the
offering, O Lord, through the worthiness and intercession of Jesus
Christ. Guide us by thy counsel while we live, and afterwards re

ceive us to glory. Prepare us for all thy purposes ; and grant that
having served thee on earth ,wemay be admitted to the rest that re
maineth for the people of God . Now unto him that is able to keep

us from falling, to the only wise God and our Saviour, be glory and

majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.

SATURDAY MORNING.
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SATURDAY MORNING . – NEHEMIAI XIII.
O LORD God Almighty, thou art the God of the universe. Thou
hast made of one blood all nations of men that dwell upon the face
of the whole earth . Thou didst create man for thyself, but he de
parted from thee. Thou didst make him upright, but he sought out
many inventions. We lament before thee this morning, that in
every age and country men have sinned against thee. The nations
have forsaken thee. They have shown that they did not like to re
tain thee in their knowledge, or glorify thee as God .

Professing

themselves to be wise , they have become fools, and changed the
glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like to corrupti
ble man, and to birds, and beasts, and creeping things. Most merci
ful God , thou hast promised the heathen to Christ as an inheritance,

and the uttermost parts of the earth as a possession . O fulfil this
promise, we do this morning most humbly, but earnestly, beseech
thee. Pour out floods of light and knowledge upon all nations, that
all men may know the truth as it is in Jesus. Cause the Ammonite ,
the Moabite , the Egyptian , and every tribe and people, to enter into
the congregation of the Lord in the present generation . Remove

from the Israelite the veil that prevents him from seeing Christ in
Moses and the prophets, and enable him savingly to see Jesus whom

his blinded ancestors pierced . Bring back the apostasy of Christi

anity , and put an end to the man of sin . Take away all refuges of
lies from the human family , and place them all upon the Rock of
ages. As there is but one shepherd , let there be butone sheep- fold ;

and may allmen, of every clime and color, by the possession of like
precious faith , be blessed with faithful Abraham . Wethank thee for
the rest of the past night, and for the safety, health , and privileges of
this morning. Lord, sanctify to us thy providential goodness. En
able us to estimate it justly, to feel it constantly, and to bless thee
for it perpetually. Take us under thy most gracious care, and guide

us by thy Spirit through the remainder of this day. Asit is the
last day of the week, may it admonish us of our latter end, and re

mind us, that ere long we shall arrive at the last day of our lives.
O may we be prepared, at that day, to say wehave fought a good
fight, we have kept the faith, and we know that in Jesus there is
laid up for us a crown of life. Bless, we beseech thee, O Lord, the
land of our nativity . Bless our rulers with godliness, wisdom , and
stability. Bless all our friends in every place ; may they be the
friends of God, and may they and we be one in Christ Jesus the

Lord .

Comfort, O Lord, the sick ; enable them to be submissive to

thy will ; and may their prolonged lives be Christ Jesus the Lord,

or death eternal gain . Comfort the poor under their privations ;
make them rich in faith ; and enable them to see, that afflictions
which are temporary are not worthy to be compared to the glory
that awaits them . Pardon , O Lord , all our sins. Overlook the un
worthiness of our appearance at this timebeföre thee ; and graciously
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accept of us and our feeble services, through Jesus Christ, the Lord
our righteousness, and God over all, blessed now and forever.
Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . – ROMANS IV.

Our Father who art in heaven, we desire this evening to come

before thee in the name of our all-prevailing and ever-living interces.
sor. Through him we would desire to thank thee, O Lord, for all
the mercy and the truth which thou hast bestowed upon us all the

days of our lives. Early were we cast upon thy care, and blessed be
thy name, thou hast cared for us. Thy mercies have been new to us
every morning, and repeated to us every passing moment. We de
sire especially to thank thee this evening for the goodness we have

received at thy hand through the past day. We bless thee for all
our comforts and enjoyments, personal and social. We praise thee,

O Lord , that we have been continued in life, and brought in safety
to the close of another week, and the approach of another sabbath .
May we be enabled to dismiss all distracting cares of the world from
our minds, and to be prepared for the sacred rest and heavenly priv
ileges of that holy day . We bless thee for the high privilege we
have this evening enjoyed, in reading in thy divine word those glo .
rious things that belong to our everlasting peace. O enable us to

greatly profit thereby. Enable us to feel that we cannot be justified
in whole or in part by works of righteousness which we have done ;
that we cannot be blessed except by the imputation of righteousness
without works. Bestow upon each of us the faith that constituted

thy servant Abraham righteous. Give us grace to believe in Jeho.
vah , our righteousness, to know personally and experimentally that
he fulfilled for us the law — that hemagnified and made it honorable
— that upon him were laid all our sins — and that he abolished and

made an end of them — that we cannot, therefore, come into condem .
nation, but in hiin have passed from death unto life. Cause thy
Spirit to witness with our spirits, that we are the children of God

that possessing like precious faith , we are the children of faithful
Abraham , and heirs according to the promise . Bless, we this eve.

ning beseech thee, O Lord, allmankind. God of all consolation , com
fort the sick ; be a present help in their trouble . Greatly bless our na
tive land, in the President and his cabinet, in allsubordinate branches

of the government, and in all the people of every rank and condition .
May the church be purified from all human inventions, and made
gloriously triumphantover all her enemies. May she be enabled to

put to silence all gainsayers of the truth ; and may she speedily em
brace within her pure communion all inhabitants ofthe land. Bless
this night all our relatives and friends with every spiritual and soul.
enriching blessing. Reward our benefactors. If we have enemies,
we beseech thee to forgive them , and to enable us to forgive them

also. We commit ourselves and our household this night to thy
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care. Refresh us with sleep as thou dost thy beloved. Forgive all
our sins. Overlook our unworthiness. Receive us graciously, and

bless us abundantly. And to Father , Son , and Holy Spirit, the
adorable Jehovah of Israel, we would now and forever, through the

divine Redeemer, be found ascribing kingdom , power, and glory.
Amen .

Thirtieth Week.
SABBATH MORNING .-- PSALM LXXXVIII.

Most adorable Father of mercies, and God of all consolation , we
desire, on this morning of thy holy sabbath, to draw near to thy
throne of grace. We give thee our united and hearty thanks for the

Christian sabbath. We bless thee, that upon themorning of this
day, our adorable Redeemer burst the bonds of death , and took away

the victory of the grave. We rejoice that although he died for sin ,
he arose on this morning without sin , and to our justification ; that
this day is a memorial of sin destroyed, and eternal life brought glo

riously to light. Wethank thee for the rest we have enjoyed in sleep ;
that no evil has come upon us, nor any plague visited our dwelling.
Weacknowledge the measure of health we individually experience,

and all the comforts by which we are surrounded , to be gifts of thy

providence. Enable us to feel thy goodness deeply, and to remem
ber it constantly throughout the day. Look down in great mercy ,
we beseech thee, this morning, upon the whole world. We entreat
thee, O Lord , to bless especially thy church everywhere. May this
be a great day in her assemblies. Pour out a spirit of prayer upon
all families, and cause all individuals called by thy name to rejoice
when it is said, Let us go to the house of God. Draw many to thy.
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and with the Son ,'esus Christ. Hear, Lord , the prayers of thy Ja
cob, and graciously answer the petitions of thy Israel. Make thy

people willing in a day of thy power, and enable them to feel that it
is good for him to draw near unto God . Bless the preachers of thy
word ; may they run joyfully, knowing that thou hast sent them .
Endow them largely for their appointed work ; and may their min .
istrations, this day, be powerful by thy grace. Suit thy word, we
beseech thee, to the varied conditions of thy people , and may each
individual receive a word in season . Be very merciful, this morn
ing, to all that are in affliction , either of body or mind . Give pa.
tience to the sick . Enable them to see thy hand in their sickness,

and to be silent, because the dispensation is thine. Comfort the

mourner, support the feeble, and raise up the bowed down May
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the restored to health among the afflicted praise thee on earth , and
those passing through death magnify thy name in heaven . Bless,
Lord, our rulers in this our native land. Enable them to remember,

that they have been appointed by thee, and to thee must give ac
count. O may they be in the spirit on this thy day, honoring thee
by whom they have been exalted to rule ; and may they be all pre

pared to reign as kings and priests with Christ in heaven . Bless all

our dear friends in every place. Werejoice that thine eye is upon
Lord, suit thy dispensations to their eternal advantage, and prepare
them all for thyself. Bountifully bless all our benefactors, and re

pay double to their souls their kindness to us. Enable us to forgive
our enemies, as we trust that thou , for Christ's sake, wilt forgive us.
Take us all under thy superintendence and direction through the
day. May we be conducted by thy Spirit to the sanctuary, and feel

that one day in thy courts is better than a thousand elsewhere ; and
may such of us as are required to remain at home, be wholly en
grossed by spiritual and eternal things. We commit ourselves indi.
vidually to thee, our covenant God ; and all we ask or expect, is not

in ourselves, but solely in Christ Jesus ; to whom , with the Father

and the Holy Spirit, our adorable and eternal Jehovah, be kingdom ,

and power, and glory. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALM LXXXIX. 1 -27.
ALMIGHTY, all-glorious, and most merciful Jehovah, enable us, on
this evening of thy holy Sabbath , to come, with all holy reverence
and confidence, into thy most gracious presence. Enable us, this
evening to feel that we have come unto thee in thine own appointed
way, and that we are accepted in the Beloved ; that we are not seen

in ourselves, in our native impurity and imperfections ; but in the
face of God our shield , the Lord our righteousness, and Captain of
our salvation . Give us grace to rest in assured confidence, that we
are justified freely by thy grace, through the redemption that is in
Jesus ; that thou hast set our feet upon the Rock of ages, and estab

lished there our goings. We unite, O Lord , in thanking and prais
ing thee for all the privileges ofthe past day. We bless thee for its
its sacred rest and holy opportunities. Grant, Lord , that it may be
greatly blessed, in its effects and consequences, to many souls. May
there be many, this evening, in the family and closet, before thy

throne, beseeching thec to follow , with much fruit to edification, the

whole ordinances of the sanctuary on the past day ; and hear, O
Lord, their prayers, and cause the seed that has been sown in read
ing, hearing, and preaching thy word, to grow up richly , and bring
forth abundantly , to the praise and glory of thy grace. We thank

thee, heavenly Father, for the care and kindness we have experi.
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enced at thy hand through the whole day. We specially desire to
bless thee, O Lord , for the gracious things we have this evening
heard out of thy blessed word. O make it greatly profitable to us,
and to allwho have thy word in their possession . Webeseech thee,
O Jehovah , Lord of heaven and earth , to bless all mankind. En

lighten the darkened , reform the sinner, and build up the believer in
his most holy faith . Bless all nations and kingdoms; may they

soon be all blessed in the Seed of Abraham , and become kingdoms
ofGod and of his Christ . Bless specially our native land. May the

government be established in righteousness, the church endowed
with faithfulness, and the people clothed with holiness.

Be a phy

sician to the sick , a comforter to the mourner, a father to the father
less, an husband to the widow , and a shield to the stranger. Bless

with thy friendship our friends, reward with thy favor our benefac
tors, and subdue with thy grace our enemies. Forgive all our sins

and short-comings in duty through the day. Take us under thy
protection through the night, and fit us for all the duties of the en

suing day. Hear, Lord, in heaven, thy dwelling-place, this our hum .
ble prayer, and give us an answer of peace, seeing all that we ask is

in Christ our Redeemer. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . - JOB I. II.

ETERNAL God, thy throne is in theheavens,and before that throne
angels and redeemed spirits ever bow , ascribing glory, and honor,
and praise, unto him that sitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb
forever. We bless thee, Almighty God, that thou dost permit us
the exalted privilege of raising an altar to thee in our dwelling. It
is to us as the earnest of the peace and blessedness of heaven , when ,
as a family, we bow us down here, and , for a time forgetting the
world and its anxieties, hold communion with thee, the Father of

our spirits. We confess, in deep humiliation of soul, how unworthy
we are even to lift up our eyes to the place where thine honor dwell.
eth. In drawing near to a throne of grace, oft to thine eye has the

depravity of our hearts been exhibited by the wandering of our
thoughts, and the coldness of our affections, and the faintness of our

desires. O Lord, we entreat that thou wilt now teach and enable
us to wait on and worship thee in spirit and in truth. We draw
near not in our own name or righteousness, for all our righteous

nesses are but filthy rags. As guilty sinners we plead the sacrifice
of Christ, and for his sake implore that all our sins may be forever
blotted out from the book of thy remembrance. As Job offered a
sacrifice for each of his children , so would we implore that each
member of this household may obtain favor in thy sight. May we

all find acceptance in the Beloved, and, through faith in the promises,
be found heirs of grace here, and of glory hereafter. O our Father,
if in accordance with thy will, we would pray thee to save us, and
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those beloved ones bowing with us, from fearful calamities, and from
sudden death . We entreat thy continued protection against the

wiles of the wicked one, who goeth about seeking whom he may
devour. Suffer us not to be led into temptation, and when we are

int
tal in leantage acape Po

tempted, make a way for our escape. Forbid, O God , that satan
should so far get the advantage as that any of this family should
ever be instrumental in leading others from the path of duty and
of safety. May we rather be enabled to cheer each other's hearts in
the day of darkness ; to strengthen each other's faith in the time of
trial ; to encourage each other in an humble submission to thy will,
in the faithful discharge of every duty, and in persevering efforts to
obtain a place in glory . And now , O God, grant that at whatever

timewemay, as a family, be broken up , and called to an eternal
world, wemay again meet there, each renewed in the image of our

Lord, cleansed in his blood, clothed in his righteousness, and pre
pared to spend eternity together in celebrating his praises. And to
thy name will we ever ascribe all glory, through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . – ROMANS V.
O LORD, thou art worthy to receive blessing,and honor, and glory,
and power ; for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure
they are and were created . Thou madest man upright ; but he has
sought out many inventions. We confess, with shame, that whilst
thou didst plant man a noble vine, wholly a right seed, we have be
come the degenerate plants of a strange vine. Wewere shapen in

iniquity, and in sin did our mother conceive us. We are by na
ture the children ofwrath, even as others . We have carnalminds,
which are enmity against God, and are not subject to the law of

God, neither indeed can be. We are born of the flesh, and in
our flesh dwells no good thing. Our whole head is sick , our whole
heart is faint, and from the sole of our foot to the crown of our

head, there is no soundness in us, but wounds, and bruises, and pu.
trifying sores. Our heart is deceitful above all things, and despe.
rately wicked. O Lord, thou mightest justly separate us unto all
evil, according to the curses of the broken covenant, and blot out

our names from under heaven . — Thou mightest put into our guilty
hands the cup of trembling, and make us drink it even to the very
dregs. But thou hast not dealt with us according to our sins, nor
rewarded us after our iniquities. Thou art God and not man, and
therefore it is that we are not consumed . And now we adore thee,
that, for us sinners, there is yet hope ; that thy Son Jesus has been

exalted a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and remission
of sins. Grant, graciousGod, that we may be washed from iniquity ,
and cleansed from sin . O wash us in the blood of the Lamb, and
we shall be wliter than the snow. As Christ was made sin for
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us, though he knew no sin , grant that we may be made the right.
eousness of God in him . We glory only in his cross, and we rejoice
to call him the Lord our righteousness. For his sake do thou freely
pardon us, and through him let us haveaccess into that grace wherein
believers stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Let the
peace ofGod, which passeth all understanding, keep our hearts and
minds through Jesus Christ. If any members of this family are
yet dead in trespasses and sins, o let them be quickened. Open
their eyes, and turn them from darkness to light, and from the

power of satan unto God . If in any of us thine own good work has
been begun, do thou perfect that which concerns us. May we all
have clean hearts created , and right spirits renewed within us ; and
being constrained by the love of Christ, may we live as those who
have been born again . Give us this night to sleep sweetly, and to
awake in health . May those we love be united with us in Christ ;

and may we all at length 'meet to rejoice in that rest which remains
for the people ofGod. Hear in heaven our humble evening prayers ;

and to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, will we ever ascribe glory
and praise. Amen.

TUESDAY MORNING .— JOB V

UNTO whom shall we come but unto thee, O Lord, in whom we
live, and move, and have our being ? Through another night thou
hast preserved us, and we bless thee. Others have been tossing in the
furnace,while we rested in peace ; and many through the night have
slept the sleep of death , while, though utterly unworthy of thy care,
we have been privileged to see the light of another day, and to meet
again around this altar. With humble and grateful hearts we would
render to thee that praise which is most justly due. Teach us, O
Lord, more and more of the evil nature and the bitter consequences

of sin , that we may come to hate it with a perfect hatred, and be
enabled to throw off its degrading yoke, and its cruel bondage.
Give us grace to look on it as standing forth in the dark picture of
human suffering ; in the agonies of the cross ; in the triumphs of
death ; and in the torments of the damned ; andmay webe filled with
holy fear lest we sin . May we be watchful that we offend thee not
in thought, or word , or deed . If in the temple of our hearts there
be any idol set up, any accursed things hidden , O search those hearts
as with a lighted candle, and bring forth and destroy whatever is hate
ful to thee. Though that evil thing should be valued as a right hand,
enable us to cut it off ; though dear as a right eye, strengthen us to
pluck it out. We earnestly pray that sin may not have dominion over
us, but thatwrestling and striving in the might of the Holy Ghost, we
may obtain the victory. Permit us, O God , to ask , that thou wilt

spare us from severe suffering. With shame and sorrow do we
confess how much we deserve it : and that weri thou to enter into
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judgment with us, and to condemn us, we must acknowledge the
justice of thy sentence. But approaching in the name of thy holy
child Jesus, who has borne our sins and carried our sorrows, we
would beseech thee to pity us as a father pitieth his children , and
freely and fully to pardon us. If, Lord, thou see it necessary to lay
on the rod, 0 let it be in tenderness. Take us not away from each
other in thine anger, nor chasten in thy hot displeasure. Prepare
us at all times for coming alllictions. Strengthen us under them ,
sanctify us by them , and make them to work out for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. For thy children who are
now being chastened , and especially for any such who are dear to
us, we entreat these blessings. May he who walked with the three
children in the fiery furnace, who can sympathize in that he also suf.

fered,make his grace sufficient for them , and at length bring them
ransomed, regenerated , and sanctified , home to heaven .

All we

now ask is in his name, to whom , with thee, the Father and the
Holy Ghost, we would ever ascribe all glory and praise. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . – ROMANS VI.

Most holy and most graciousGod, we draw nigh to bow on thy
footstool, conscious of our unworthiness to approach thee, yet taking
encouragement from thy kind invitations and thy precious promises.

We bow down most humbly to acknowledge our great sinfulness.
We confess that we have been the servants of sin ; that iniquity has
had dominion over us ; and that we have most fully deserved the

wages of sin, which is death. Long ere this thou mightest have cut
us down, and assigned us our portion in that place where hope never

cheers, and prayer is never heard . But thou hast had patience, and
we now rejoice that there is mercy for the chief of sinners, even for
those who were dead in trespasses and sins. Let us, O Lord , be
partakers of that rich and free grace which bestows on the humblest

believer eternal life through Jesus Christ. Grant that wemay hear

thy voice saying to each of us, Be of good cheer, thy sins are for
given thee. However deep , or aggravated, or manifold they have

Spiriden water gracia mane henes
d
s the living God.
conscience from dead works to serve

been , blot them all out, and let the blood of Christ, who, through
the eternal Spirit, offered himself without spot to God , purge our

As we are not
under the law , but under grace, grant that no iniquity may have
dominion over us. Let our old man be crucified with Christ, that

the body of sin may be destroyed, that henceforth wemay not serve
sin ; and let not sin reign in our mortal bodies, that we should obey

it in the lusts thereof ; but being made free from sin , let us become
the servants of righteousness. Being baptized in the name of Christ,
that it may be found we have been baptized into his death, - let us

be buried with him in a complete separation from the pursuits of

sin . Let us be planted together in the likeness of his death and
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resurrection, that as he was raised from the dead by the glory of his
Father, so we may also walk in newness of life. May our hearts be

moulded by the gospel into the image and likeness of our Lord .
Write thy laws on our hearts, that we may be the epistles of Christ ;
written by the Spirit of the living God , not in tables of stone, but in

fleshly tables of the heart. Make us to delight in the law of God
after the inward man ; and lei us not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of our minds. Not satisfied

with what we may have already attained to , may we be found press.
ing continually forward to the mark of the prize of our high calling
in Christ Jesus. May we be not only dead unto sin , but as those
made alive unto God. May we be fervent in spirit, serving the
Lord , steadfast and immovable , always abounding in the work of the

Lord, forasmuch as we know that our labor is not in vain in the

Lord. May wework while it is day ; and when the night of death
cometh , may we be found ready, and waiting to enter into the joy

and Holy
or
hercol
Ghost, beall
Son, and
ofour Lord. And to thy name, Father,asan
the glory. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . — JOB VI.
WE come into thy presence, O God , to thank thee for the light
and blessings of another day. We laid us down and slept, we
waked again , for it was the Lord sustained us. In thine unerring
wisdom thou hast cast a veil over the events of futurity ; we know

not what a day or an hour may bring forth. Enable us, at all times,
to rejoice in the thought, that we have a father in heaven who

careth for us, who knoweth whereof we are made, and who remem

bereth that we are but dust. And if, Lord, for the trial of our faith ,
affliction is permitted to befall us, save us from repining against thee.
Convince us that thy way is the right way. Make us submit to thy

will in allthings, not because thou art infinitely powerful, but because
we know that thou art infinitely good . Keep us from dishonoring
thee by unworthy thoughts of thy dealings and character. Make us
from the heart to say, It is the Lord , let him do what seemeth unto

him good. Keep us this day from danger and sin . When engaged
in the business of time, let us never forget the concerns of eternity.
Help us to remember how short and uncertain life is ; how soon we
must leave this world and go to our account. Grant that every day

added to our lives may find us loving thee more, and serving thee
better, and at last may we be fitted to spend in heaven an eternal
day of rest and glory. Look down mercifully upon us, O thou pre

server of men, and pardon our sins. For the sake of our crucified
Redeemer, blot out all our iniquities, receive us into thy favor, and

let thy banner over us be love. O grant thatbefore we sleep in the
dust, our peace may be made with thee, our meetness for heaven
inay be complete. With ourselves, we pray thee to bless our rela
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tions and friends. Let their souls be precious in thy sight. May

thy kingdom come. May thy will be done on earth ,as it is done in
heaven . Let the people praise thee, O Lord , let all the people
praise thee. Hear in heaven , thy dwelling-place, the voice of our
morning supplication , which we present before thee in the name of
our once crucified , but now exalted Saviour. And to the Father,

and to the Son,and to the Holy Ghost,be everlasting praise. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . - ROMANS VII.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty , we come this evening be.
fore thy throne imploring thee to have mercy upon us, and to hear
our prayers. We are ashamed, and blush to lift up our faces unto
thee, for our iniquities have increased over our heads, and our tres
pass is grown up into the very heavens. We are wise to do evil ;
but to do good we have no knowledge. Our best resolutions have
been as the morning cloud and early dew , that passeth away. O
Lord, enlighten our darkened understandings. Give us more clear
and correct views of the purity of thy holy law ; and under a deep
sense of our great and manifold offences, bring each of us before
thee with the earnest cry, God be merciful to me a sinner. We

mourn over our sinful and corrupted hearts ; we lament our prone

ness to the world and earthly things. Take away, O God, the spirit
of delusion . Forbid that any of us should say to our souls, Peace,
peace, where there is no peace. Search us, o God , and know our
hearts ; try us, and know our thoughts, and see if there be any
wicked way in us, and lead us in the way everlasting.

If any now

in thy presence be far from thee, any in the gall of bitterness and
bond of iniquity, O teach him his danger, spare him time to repent
before it be too late. Grant that the poor wanderermay be brought

back to thy fold , and made to rejoice in the message of the gospel.
Make us all to know the love and compassion of our divine Redeem
er, and, in our blessed experience, to feel the joy and peace of be
lieving. Exposed as we are to many temptations, we look up to

thee for aid . Send down thy holy Spirit to strengthen and uphold

us. Enable us to fight the good fight of faith . Be thou, O God,
our guardian and our friend. May thy divine arm support us amidst
all the dangers and trials through which we are destined to pass .

Putting on the whole armor of God,may we triumph over every ad
versary ; may we be more than conquerors through him that loved
us. May the experience of thy love, and the assurances of thine af
fection , animate us under every trial. When heart and flesh faint

and fail, be thou, O God, the strength of our heart, and our portion
forever. Bless all our friends. Keep us safely this night, guide us

in all our ways, and fit us for thy heavenly kingdom . Unto him
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood , and

hath made us kings and priests unto God , and his Father, to him be
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen .
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THURSDAY MORNING . — JOB IX .

go up ; thou sittest
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stretchest out the heavens as a curtain , and spreadest them out as a

of the earth , and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers ; thou

tent to dwell in . Give us, we beseech thee, just conceptions of thy
power, thy wisdom , and thy goodness. Convince us that it is vain
to contend against thee, or to seek for happiness where thou hast

forbidden us to walk . We beseech thee, Lord , to endue each of us

with a meek and charitable frame of spirit towards all our fellow .
men . Suffer us not to assume thy right, or attempt to pass judg
ment upon their spiritual state ; but enable us to strive and pray for
the conversion of all around us. Enlighten ourminds in the knowl.

edge of heavenly truth, and make us to see and acknowledge our
own guilt and pollution. If we justify ourselves, our own mouths
shall condemn us ; if we say we are perfect, it shall also prove us
perverse . Behold us, O Lord , prostrate at thy throne. We are
helpless in ourselves ; but we are encouraged by thy promises. We

come unto thee through him who is the way, the truth, and the life.

Look upon the face of thine Anointed. Hear the blood of sprinkling,
that speaketh better things than that of Abel.

Enable us to re

nounce every self-righteous plea, and to count all things but loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord . Save
us, O God, webeseech thee, not only from the punishment, but also

from the power of sin. Deliver us from its bondage. Let it not
have dominion over us ; but, walking as children of light, may we
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. Let our path
be as the shining light that shineth more and inore unto the perfect

day. May thy blessing attend us in all the duties of the day on
which we are entered . Preserve us from every danger, and keep
us especially from the commission of sin . Let not the temptations
of the world, nor the allurements of pleasure, nor any of our tem .

poral interests, ever seduce us from the patli that leads to glory .
Forgetting those things which are behind, may we reach forth unto

those things which are before ; may we press toward the mark for

the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Bless,we hum

bly beseech thee, all our friends. Some of them are far from us ;
but we rejoice that they are near to thee . Guide them by thy wis
dom , protect them by thy power. Grant them so much of temporal
good as thou seest to be conducive to their eternal welfare ; but,

above all things, bestow upon them those true riches that shall en

dure for evermore. Hear us, O God of our salvation , and grant us
an answer in mercy and peace, since all we ask is for the sake of our

Redeemer Jesus Christ,who is the Lord our righteousness, God over
all, blessed for evermore. Amen .
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THURSDAY EVENING .– ROMANS VIII.

WE adore thee, heavenly Father, that on those subjects on which
our eternal interests are suspended, we are not abandoned to the
dim uncertain light of reason, but have thy word to be a lamp unto
our feet, and a light unto our paths. Glory be to thy name, O God, in

the highest,who, by the gospel of thy Son Jesus Christ, hast opened to
the heavy -laden sinner the gates of heaven , and pointed out to the
weary pilgrim the path to eternal rest. Werejoice to contemplate the
privileges ofthy people , to be assured that there is no condemnation
to those which are in Christ Jesus. O may we be united to him , by
faith, as branches to the vine, and members to the head of the body.
Enable us, we beseech thee, to walk not after the flesh, but after the
spirit. Control, O God of purity and holiness, our actions, words,

and desires. Let them never rise up in rebellion against thee ; but
subdue them to thy will, and bring every thought into captivity to
the obedience of Christ. Give us the spirit of adoption.

Enable us

to trust in thee with filial reverence and love. May the Spirit bear
witness with our spirit, that we are thy children , and if children,

then heirs, heirs ofGod, and joint heirs with Christ. If in thy prov
idence we are doomed to suffering, let not our confidence in thee be
shaken ; but cheered by the assurance of thy love, and animated by

the hope of everlasting happiness, let us with patience wait thy time
of deliverance. May the Spirit help our infirmities ; may he teach
us to pray, and excite more ardent desires for an abiding sense of

thy favor, and a participation of thy glory. We rejoice in thee, the
God of our salvation . We commit our immortal interests to thy
care. " O Lord, assure us of thy love. Make us to know , that if our
earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved , we have a building

of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
Thou hast mercifully preserved us from the arrow that flieth by
day ; keep us also from the pestilence that walketh in darkness.
We will both lay us down in peace, and sleep , for thou, Lord, only
makest us dwell in safety. Bless and keep all our relatives and

friends. Make them , we beseech thee, partakers of thy grace, and
heirs of thy kingdom . Hear, O God, and answer us in mercy, since
all we ask is for the sake of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, in

whose words we sum up the desires of our hearts, Our Father, & c .

FRIDAY MORNING . — JOB XII.
O THOU, whose name alone is Jehovah, and who art the Most
High over all the earth , blessed and only Potentate, King of kings,

and Lord of lords,we would humbly bow in adoring reverence he.
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fore thee. O our God, we are ashamed , and blush to lift up our
faces before thee, for our iniquities are increased over our heads,
and our trespasses have grown up into the heavens. Behold we are
vile, and we cannot answer thee. We would lay our hands upon

our mouths, and put ourmouths
this morning before
hainbiupttheanour
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O what reason have we to bless thee that there is a fountain open to

the house of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem , for sin and
for uncleanness. 0 wash us and we shall be clean ; purify us, and
we shall be whiter than snow . Lord , thou hast promised, that if
we confess and forsake our sin we shall find mercy with thee. Alas !
we, like all flesh , must confess that we have corrupted our way ; we
have been alienated from the life of God by reason of the ignorance
and blindness of our hearts. O forgive wherein in time past we
have walked in the way of our own heart, and in the sight of our
own eyes, fulfilling the desire of the flesh and of the mind. Enable
us henceforth to walk by faith . Show us thy mercy, O Lord. Cre
ate in us a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within us. Lord ,
give us thy good Spirit. May our hearts be filled with love, joy,

and peace. Enable us to exercise long-suffering and goodness. In
crease our faith, make us gentle toward all men, and strengthen us
to live soberly, righteously, and godly , in this present evil world.
We give thee hearty thanks for preserving us during the watches of
the night. We have laid ourselves down , and slept in safety, for
God sustained us. We bless thee, O Lord, for our domestic com

forts ; but more especially would we bless thee for the means of
grace we still enjoy. We beseech thee this day to defend us from
evi), and to guide us by thy Spirit to all good. Sanctify all our mo
tives and purposes., May our conversation be as becometh the gos
pel. If called by thee to suffer, may we endure affliction patiently .
May all our trials be sanctified . Grant us daily to die unto sin, and

make us meet for the inheritance among the saints in light. O Lord ,
if agreeable to thy will, continue to prosper our native land . Leave
not, we beseech thee, our rulers and governors to their own counsels,

lest our candlestick be removed, and darkness , even thick darkness,
should cover the people .

O righteous Father, do for us exceeding

abundantly above what we can ask or think, and supply all our
needs according to thy riches in glory by Jesus Christ. Salvation ,

and glory, and honor, and power, be unto the Lord our God forever
and ever

Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . – ROMANS IX .
O THOU most blessed Jehovah , we, thy rebellious creatures, would

come into thy presence , but only on the ground of thy gracious in
vitation , and in the way of thine own appointment. We would

humbly and gratefully confess, that our every privilege and blessing
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comes from thee, and is the gift of thy sovereign and unmerited
grace, and that the continuance of them depends on thy sovereist

will. O Lord , we humbly beseech thee grant us grace to improve

our privileges and to prize our blessings, and forbid that we should
come into condemnation for abusing them . In all lowliness of mind,

help us to watch unto prayer ; and regarding thy sovereign favors as
beyond all price , and as the gifts of thy love in the blood of thy dear

Son,may we stir up our whole hearts to walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith we are called , that thy love may be magnified, and thy
grace glorified in us. Lord , thou art God alone ; on thy word our
life hangs ; on thy word is suspended our eternal state . Othou
that bearest long with the vessels of wrath , and hast with much
long-suffering borne with us, grant still a continuance of thy sparing

mercy ; and do thou , who canst out of vessels of wrath raise up
vessels of mercy, turn us from being children of wrath to be thy
children, even children of the living God . O wash us thoroughly
from all our sins, and justify us freely by thy grace, through the re
demption which is in Christ Jesus. We glorify thee that this, the
land of our birth, so long a land of darkness, has become a land of
light ; and that in this place, where it was said , Ye are notmy peo
ple, thou beholdest now the dear children of thine own family. O
Lord, thou hast brought this to pass in sovereign grace. Continue

thy goodness, multiply the number of thy chosen in this land, until

the people be all righteous, and visit in sovereign mercy the whole
earth, and especially the seed of Abraham , that they may yet agair.
rejoice as thy covenant people. Revive thy work , we most humbly
beseech thee, in the midst of the years. Pour down thy quickening
Spirit upon us, and our hearts shall be filled with thy love our lips
shall be opened to show forth thy praises, and from us shall sound
abroad thy word unto those that sit in darkness . ' Into thy hands we

commend our souls, and the souls of all our kindred and friends.

Be gracious to us, and bless us; and all we ask is in the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord . Amen.

SATURDAY MORNING .— JOB XIV .
Thou everlasting God , the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the
earth, who faintest not, neither art weary, we would approach thee
in the name of Jesus. We feel assured that there is an infinite dis
tance between us fallen and depraved sinners, and thee, the God of
all perfection . Thou art the Almighty ; we but worms of the dust.
Thou art the King eternal; we creatures but of yesterday. Con
scious of our unworthiness we draw near, trembling in our approach
toinithee.
eronature
qui nBy
hi e conceived in sin , and brought forth in
t tsinners,

e se before thee ? guilty of transgressions
s he we nstand
iniquityty,, how ushall
more numerous than the hairs upon our heads, how can we bear the
piercing glance of thine eye, which searcheth the hearts and trieth
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the reins of the children of men ? God be merciful to us, sinners.
O thou who art exalted a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance
and remission of sins, compassionate our low and lost estate, wash
us in the fountain of thy cleansing blood, and take away all our sins.

on, and withoutIs Sentle andhat cometray,apply Spirit within sing.

Create a clean heart, O Lord , and renew a right spirit within us.
Make us to number our days that we may apply our hearts unto

wisdom : Give us that wisdom that cometh down from above, that
is pure and peaceable , gentle and easy to be entreated, without par
tiality, and without hypocrisy. Strengthen our hearts to resist temp

tation , and enable us in all things to seek thy glory. Turn our eyes
away from beholding vanity, and incline our heart unto thy testi
monies. As the days of our pilgrimage are both few and evil, do
thou give us grace to redeem the time. Help us, O Lord, to run the
race set before us, laying aside every weight, and the sin which doth
most easily beset us. Sanctify our thoughts. Let our speech this
day be seasoned with salt, that it may minister grace to those who
hear it ; and whatsoerer we do in word or deed , do thou enable us
to do all to thy glory. Knowing the day of the Lord will come as a
thief in the night, may that day never come upon us unawares.
May we study to die daily, so that when Jesus Christ shall say, Be
hold, I come quickly , our hearts may be able to say, Even so come,

Lord Jesus. And now , Lord, what wait we for ? truly our hope is
in thee. May theGod of peace, that brought again from the dead
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep , through the blood
of the everlasting covenant, make us perfect in every good work to

do his will, working in us that which is well-pleasing in his sight,

through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

SATURDAY EVENING . - ROMANS X .

WE adore thee, O thou most blessed God, as the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we are permitted to draw
aear into thee. Blessed be thy name, that though every mouth is

stopped , and we are brought in guilty before thee, we may yet look
up to thee for pardon and forgiveness through the precious blood
of the atoning Redeemer. We glorify thy name that his salvation
is offered without money and without price, and offered to all with
out respect of persons. We glorify thee that it meets our every
want, and provides grace to quicken us to seek its blessings. We
bless thee, that the blessing of salvation is brought so near to us,
and so pressed upon our acceptance. We thank thee, that we have

not to labor to bring Christ from glory to die for us, or up from the

grave to plead in our behalf. We glorify thee,that he hath died for
our offences, and risen again for our justification. O Lord, work in
us all the good pleasure of thy goodness, and thy work of faith with
power. Help us as needy, perishing, and condemned, to embrace
the Lord Jesus Christ ; to confess with the mouth, and believe from
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the heart, that thou hast raised him from the dead that we may be
saved. And do thou arise in thy mighty power to spread the glory
of the name of Jesus till his gospel sound through all the earth , and

his gracious invitations to the end of the world . Raise up, and send
forth , many laborers — men wisely zealous for thy cause , and true
lovers of the souls ofmen ; crown their work of faith with abundant
success, and give them souls for their hire. And remember, we be
seech thee, the seed of Abraham . Our hearts ' desire and prayer to
thee is, that Israel may be saved . O take away the veil that is upon
their hearts when Moses is preached to them . Bring them speedily
again under the bonds of the covenant. And, O Lord, prevent us

by thy grace from falling under the same obstinate unbelief. Help

usmore and more to prize and to improve our privileges. Pardon
all our past neglect and indifference, our manifold shortcomings, our
unnumbered transgressions ; and receive us graciously , and sanctify

us fully , to bear the image of Christ. For his sake visit us with thy
constantmercy. Keep us this night in thy holy fear and keeping.
Preserve us to thy heavenly kingdom , and do us all the good we
need , for Jesus' sake. Amen .

Thirty - First Week .
SABBATH MORNING .— PSALM LXXXIX. 28 –52.
ALMIGHTY God, we pray thee to lift upon us, on this themorning
of thine own day, the light of thy countenance , and to visit us with
that blessing which alone maketh rich . In all the duties which lie
before us, vouchsafe to us that preparation of the heart without
which no service performed by us can be acceptable to thee, or profi
table to ourselves. Convince us of the value of the privileges en

joyed by us ; humble us under a sense of how little we have appre.
ciated them as we should ; and enable us to bear in mind , that unless

they be the savor of life, they must inevitably become the savor of
death to our souls. Unworthy we are, O Lord , that such honor
should be ours, thus to be permitted to hold converse with thee. O
Lord God of hosts, who is a strong Lord like unto thee, whose are

the heavens and the earth , the world and all its fulness. Thou hast
a mighty arm ; strong is thy hand, and high thy right hand . But
blessed be thy name, that to us thou art revealed as the God and

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and asmade known in him , we see
that while justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne,
mercy and truth go before thy face.

O may it be our happiness to

become possessed of right and spiritual perception of thy character
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as thus announced ; to 'eel the power of those glad tidings of great
joy, God in Christ, laying our help upon One that is mighty, and
beseeching us to be reconciled . May the enmity of our hearts be

slain , and the constraining influence of thy love make us dedicate our.
selves entirely to thee. May every thought be brought under sub
jection to thine authority, that it may become our meat and drink

to do thy will ; and whatever be thy dealings towards us, enable us
of this to be confident, that all things are made to work for good to
those that love thee. In prosperity and adversity alike teach us to

place ourselves implicitly at thy disposal. May the Lord be our de
fence, the holy One of Israel our king. We pray of thee, O God, to
go forth this day with the preaching of the gospel, and to hasten the
period when its joyful sound shall be heard over the length and

breadth of the world . Accept of our thanks for thy care over us
during the night ; keep us, and all whom we should bear upon our

hearts before a throne of grace, during this day ; and accept of us in
the name of Christ. Amen . -

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALM XC.

Thou only, O Lord , art from everlasting to everlasting, amid the
changes to which everything earthly lies exposed . Thou only art
without variableness or shadow of turning ; God over all, blessed
forever. We thank and praise thy name, for the mighty privilege
we enjoy of holding converse with thee ; that we can look up to thee

as the hearer and answerer of prayer , and know thou never hast, and
never shalt say to any one, Seek my face in vain . But, O Lord , we
confess with sorrow and shame, that too frequently we have little
care to participate in the comfort which communion with thee is so
qualified to afford us ; our souls cleave to the dust ; the world and
its affairs are ever apt to engross our affections to the exclusion of

any thoughts of thee. Poor and paltry as are the things which are
seen , in comparison with those that are unseen, yet are the former
the objects of our constant regard , whilst the latter too frequently
have no place in our thoughts at all.

O God , have mercy upon us.

Pour out upon us thine own life-giving Spirit, to awaken us from
our lethargy, to enable us to feel the power of the truth, that we
may break asunder those chains by which we are kept in bondage,
and become partakers of that liberty wherewith thou dost make thy

people free. " Impress upon us the uncertainty of the tenure by which
we hold everything earthly . Teach us so to number our days, that
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom . Convince us that here we
have no continuing city nor place of abode ; that we know not how
soon the time may come when we shall be suminoned to render an
account before the judgment-seat of Christ. O then that we were
begotten again to a lively hope through the resurrection of Christ
from the dead ; that our life, being hid with Christ in God , we were
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enabled to have our affections set upon things above, and to look for
ward to our Lord 's second coming, not with terror, but with joy.
Lord, satisfy us with thy mercy ; let the beauty ofthe Lord our God
be upon us, and establish all the works of our hands. Follow , O
God, with thy blessing, the various services in which thy people
were this day engaged . May thy word have been as the rain and
snow which come down from heaven , and watering the earth, make
it bring forth and bud . Have mercy, we pray of thee, on all who
despise thine ordinances ; and keep us inindful that if our privileges
are great, so also is our responsibility. We commend to thy care all
who are near and dear to us. May they and we be one in him , in
whom the whole family , both in heaven and earth , is named . Keep
us during the silent watches of the night. We lay ourselves down,
believing that thou wilt sustain us.
of Christ . Amen .

And all we ask is in the name

MONDAY MORNING .- -JOB XVIII.
Thou, O God, art of unspotted purity ; thou sittest upon the
throne of thy holiness; thou dwellest in the high and holy place,
and all thy commands are just, and holy ,and true. In approaching
thee, how does it become such guilty and polluted creatures as we
are, to acknowledge our unworthiness even to take thy name, thy
most holy name, into our lips. Lord , we would be prostrate in the
dust before thee ; we would seek , from our hearts, to be enabled to
say,God be merciful to us sinners. Our eyes are upon that hill from
whence alone can come our aid . Our hope is in him whom thou

hearest always ; and because he hath made an end of sin , and brought
in an everlasting righteousness, and now ever lives our Advocate
with thee the Father, we pray thee, receive us graciously, to subdue

all our iniquities, and cast all our transgressions into the depths of
the sea . We bless thee for Christ Jesus, thine unspeakable gift. 0
that our hearts felt the constraining influence of the love manifested
in sending him to seek and to save ; that we were taught we are not
our own, but bound to glorify thee in our souls and bodies, which
are entirely thine. And , heavenly Father, we pray that wherever
we are, or in whatever avocation engaged , we may remember that

from thee all we have comes down ; that thou art the source of every
blessing we enjoy, and hope we are permitted to indulge. Save us,
therefore, from losing sight of the Creator in the creature ; deliver

us from the tendency so strong within us, to forsake the fountain of
living waters, and hew out to ourselves broken cisterns that can hold
no water. Follow , with thy blessing, that portion of thy word now
read . Teach us that whether in sorrow or joy , sickness or health , it
is the peace ofGod alone can keep our hearts and minds. May this
peace be ours. Wethank thee for the circumstances of comfort and
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peace, in which we are this morning permitted to approach thee.
Do thou , O Lord , be our protector throughout the day. We com

mend to thy care, the sick and the afflicted . Sanctify bereavements
to the bereaved, and prepare us for every duty and trial that may
be before us. And hear our prayers for Christ 's sake. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . – ROMANS XI.

How unsearchable, O God , are thy judgments, how past finding
out are thy ways to us ! Thou sittest upor. the circle of the earth ,

and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers in thy sight ; thou
rulest in heaven, and dost as seems to thee right among the children
of men, and who can say to thee with a prevailing voice, What, or

wherefore, doest thou ? Enable us, O Lord , to contemplate all thy
ways and works in that spirit of simplicity and docility which should
characterize worms of the dust such as we are. Blessed be thy
name, that to thatman wilt thou look who is of an humble and con
trite spirit, and trembleth at thy word. Give us, we pray, this frame
ofmind. Mould our hearts into conformity to thy will. Although
thy way often appears to us in the sea, and thy path in the great
waters, enable us ever to remember that he who spared not his own

Son, will, with him also, freely give us all things; so that not one
good thing shall fail of all thou hast said concerning thy people.
We thank thee for the grace and the goodness of which we are par
takers. What are we, O Lord , or our father's house , to have been
thus visited and redeemed by thee. O teach us, that by thy grace
we are what we are ; and from our hearts may we say, Not unto us,
O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name be glory, for thy mercy and
for thy truth 's sake. Enable us to take warning from thy dealings

of old , recorded for our learning. Lord, increase our faith , help our
unbelief, strengthen the things that remain , revive thy work in us
and around us. And , O God, we pray of thee to hasten that period
when the whole earth shall be filled with thy glory ; when the blind
ness shall be taken away from Israel, and the fulness of the Gen
tiles be gathered in ; prosper the means employed for the further
ance of this mighty end ; teach us what a privilege it is to be fel.
low -workers with thee. Convince us, above everything else, that
except the Lord build the house, we labor in vain ; that unless he

keep the city , we watch in vain . O then may thy blessing be abun
dantly poured forth , and thy Spirit come from the four winds, to
quicken the dead, and strengthen the living more and more. May

the joy of our Lord be our strength . Lord, watch over us during
our goings out and comings in this day. Bethe friend of our friends.
Reward our benefactors, and forgive our enemies ; and all we ask , is
in the name of Christ, to whom with thee and the blessed Spirit, be
glory forever. Amen .
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TUESDAY MORNING . — JOB XXI.

ALMIGHT.' and everlasting God, we, as the subjects of thy gov

dhe asoue ,sented out that the periode

ernment, draw near to thee as our king. We rejoice to behold thee
as thou art revealed in the gospel, seated upon a throne of grace,

and stretching forth the sceptre ofthy mercy, that the perishing chil.
dren of men may touch it, and forever live. Sanctify , we beseech
thee, our approach at this time. Unite our hearts to fear thy name.

Graciously enable us to view our character in the light of thy law ,
which is holy, and in contrast with thy nature, which is glorious and
pure. While we ascribe all strength and majesty unto the Lord,

may we feel and confess ourselves to be frail, helpless, and perishing.
Out of the dust we have been taken , and soon shall we return unto

the dust again . While we adore thee as the Holy One of Israel,
may we discover ourselves to be altogether vile . Alas, we have
nothing to hope for from thy justice. O how many are the tokens

thou hast given, since the world began , that though hand joined in
hand, yet shall not the wicked go unpunished . O Lord our God ,
righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as
at this day. Our iniquities have gone up, as our accusers , into the

very heavens ; and unless thy grace interpose, they will appear in the
judgment to condemn us. O thou who hast declared thyself to be

slow to anger, of great kindness, and plenteous in redemption, do
thou ,we implore thee, have compassion upon us. For the sake of Je.
sus Christ, the Lamb slain as an offering for sin , do thou be pleased
to visit us with the grace of pardon and acceptance . Have mercy
upon us, O God, according to thy loving-kindness ; according unto
the multitude of thy tender mercies, blot out all our transgressions.
But we are sensible that in vain shall we look for the gift of pardon ,
unless we repent; in vain shall we hope for the glories of heaven ,
unless we turn from

the vanities of earth ; turn us, therefore, ()

Lord , and so we shall be turned . Pour out on us a spirit of repent

ance. Remove not only our guilt, but likewise our depravity. Re
mit not only our punishment, but restrain also our passions. Create
in us a clean heart, renew a right spirit within us ; and, though we
are by nature degenerate plants, yet may we become as trees of

righteousness planted by the rivers of waters, which bear fruits in
their season - even the fruits of a holy , humble , and useful life ; that
so we may please him who hath called us to glory and virtue. We
entreat thee, O gracious Father, that thou mayest be a sun to en

lighten us during the day we have begun, as thou hast been a shield
to defend us during the night that is past. Do thou direct our steps.
May we be found setting our heart on no object, and our hand to no
work , but what we know has thy holy approval. Many, O Lord ,

are our spiritual adversaries, let thy good Spirit instruct and help

us, so that we may be wise to shun, or strong to resist, temptation.
May the love of Christ constrain us to duty, and the example of
Christ encourage in trouble. And while, by thy grace, our souls
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are kept from sin , defend , we beseech thee, our bodies also from
danger — from all sudden malady — from all fatal accident. Under
the shadow of thy wing may we continually abide. Going forth in
themorning to our several pursuits, attended by thy blessing, may
we, in the evening, again be gathered together, crowned with thy

loving-kindness, and having in us the answer of a good conscience,
tbrough Jesus Christ our friend and Mediator. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING .– ROMANS XII.

O Lord, mos Blessed be thyer and endearingu hast al

O LORD, most merciful and gracious, we come to thee as children
unto a father. Blessed be thy name, thou hast been pleased to re
veal thyself to us in this tender and endearing relation . For thou
didst create us, thou hast preserved us, and thou hast also begotten
us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from

eu
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Abba, Fatherid man, may we chs,iopn e. od,Helptedubs,ywdomuee nutnto

the dead. O do thou enable us, in confidence and affection , to cry,
Abba, Father. Worshipping one God , through one Mediator be
tween God and man , may we comeanimated by one spirit - even the

spirit of faith, of love, and of hope. Help us, we entreat thee, de
voutly to feel, and reverently to express , what is due unto thy name.

Honoring thee by our attitude and our lips, let not our hearts be far

from thee. Who, O Lord , is worthy, like thee, to receive all honor,
and blessing, and praise ? Thy majesty is unspeakable, and thy
mercies toward us are more than can be numbered . Through thy
sparing goodness, we have been upheld during another day of our
pilgrimage ; and the shadows of the evening again close around us
in peace. Accept, we beseech thee, our united thanksgiving for thy
powerful protection , and thy unwearied care, for the happiness we
have enjoyed , and the evils we have escaped, for health of body and
peace ofmind, for the use of reason, and the prolonged offers of thy
grace in Christ Jesus our Lord . For these and all thy other gifts,

though we cannot render an adequate return , we would yet cherish
a grateful remembrance. We are sensible indeed , O righteous
Father, that, though thou hast nourished and brought us up, we

have, nevertheless, proved rebellious children . Thy mercies do but
aggravate our offences. Our experience testifies thatthou hast dealt
bountifully with us ; but our conscience witnesseth that we have
dealt treacherously towards thee. We bow in thy presence, con
vinced of sin . Spare us,we implore thee, the doom wehave deserved.
( let thy pardoning mercy which was not refused to the penitentpub
lican , be imparted to our souls. Whatever thy pure eye has seen

amiss in our conduct, during this day and all the days of our by-past
life, whatever has been the nature or the color of our offences, what

ever the circumstances of their commission — whether our faults have
been secret, or our sins presumptuous ; O may the blood of Christ

which cleanseth from all sin , be graciously applied for their removal
and forgiveness. Lord , we believe, help thou our unbelief ; so that
30
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being justified by faith wemay have peace with God. And do thou
so effectually work in us by the power of thy Holy Spirit, that our
escape from the penalty of transgression, far from encouraging us to
go on in sin that gracemay abound, shall lead us, in lively gratitude,
to live unto him who died for us, and to present our bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is our reasonable service.
No longer deluded by the vanities of the world , or by the influence
of our spiritual adversaries, may we sit daily at the feet of Jesus,
clothed and in our right mind ; listening to its lessons, glorying in
his cross, imbibing his Spirit, and waiting for his kingdom . Many,

O Lord, our heavenly Father, are the stumbling-blocks and discour
agements that meet us in our progress. In mercy unto our weak
ness , do thou remove these out of the way , or impart themeasure of

faith and grace needful to surmount them . In prosperity, let us re
member that pride goeth before destruction , and may we strive to
walk humbly before God . In adversity, let us remember that some
of the children of Israelmurmured and were destroyed of the de
stroyer, and may we hear the lesson while we feel the rod : rejoicing
in hope, patient in tribulations, continuing instant in prayer. Up

held and animated by thee amidst all the trials of our life and our
faith , may our path be that of the just, which shineth more and more
unto the perfect day. We humbly commend unto thy goodness
and compassion all with whom we are connected in the bonds of
kindred , of friendship , or of grace. May the young who are related
to us be a seed to serve thee . May the aged be found in righteous
ness, and let their gray hairs be to them a crown of glory. Commit
ting ourselves to thy Almighty protection, we retire to our repose .

O God of Bethel, who with thy ministering angels, didst watch over
thy chosen servant Jacob, do thou graciously guard and defend us
this night from all evil ; and raise us up in the morning to praise thy

name and to do thy holy will. This we ask through themediation
of Jesus Christ our Lord . Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . - JOB XXIX.

GRACIOUS and ever-living God,who art the Ruler of heaven and
earth , the Creator and Judge of angels and of men , with thee is the
fountain of life, and to thee shall all flesh come. In thee we live,
and move, and have our being. All our well-springs are in thee.
Mercifully be pleased to listen :into us, while in lowly reverence we
come, owning our guilt, with our obligations, and entreating thy
gracious aid . It is through the merits and mediation of the Lord

Jesus Christ, that we draw near to address thee. On what other
ground can we venture into thy presence ?

Thou only art holy. Evil

shall not dwell with thee, neither shall the doers of evil stand in thy
- sight. The imaginations of our hearts have been evil,and that con
tinually. Weare all as an unclean thing. Our righteousness is but
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as filthy rags. Weall do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the
wind, have carried us away. We have wearied thy patience ; we
have misapplied thy gifts ; we have resisted thy government; we
have quenched thy Spirit, and in the presumption of our hearts we
have said , Who is the Almighty that we should serve him ; and
what profit is there, if we pray unto him ?

O Lord ,most merciful

and holy , enter not into judgment with us. For the sake of him
who poured out his soul unto death, and was numbered with the
transgressors, let us now obtain thy favor, which is better than life,

and hereafter let us be numbered among thy saints in glory . Our
sins have comebetween thee and our souls, intercepting the light of
thy countenance ; do thou , webeseech thee, blot them out as a cloud ,
and our transgressions as a thick cloud ; and may we return unto
thee, for thou hast redeemed us. By all our felt obligations as crea
tures, by all the dealings of thy providence, by all the constraining
influences of thy word and Spirit, by the cords of a man , and by the
bands of love, do thou draw us near to thyself the blessed fountain

of happiness and peace. Be thou henceforth our portion : and let
thy law be our delight. May frequent communion with thee hallow
our intercourse with the world . Like thy servant Moses, may we
endure as seeing him who is invisible . Like Caleb , may we follow

the Lord fully ; and may our resolution , like that of Joshua, be, that
whatever others may do, as for us and our house, we will serve the

Lord. O God of our fathers, we humbly implore that, as a family,

we may see much of thy goodness in the land of the living, and that
thou mayest prepare our hearts by thy grace for the changes that
are sooner or later to befall us. We cannot penetrate the veil that
hides the future. Weknow not what a day may bring forth. Soon
our faith may be severely tried by prosperity or by adversity. Soon
we may be scattered by providence, or separated by death . Shep
herd of Israel, go thou before our face, prepare our way before us.
Hold up our goings, and we shall be safe . Preserve us from the
error of the wicked , and our feet shall not slide. What thou givest,

may we receive with humble gratitude ; what thou takest away,may
we resign with meekness and patience.

Avoiding the extremes to

which our sinful nature is prone, may we neither despise the chas
tening of the Lord, nor faintwhen we are rebuked of him . Grant

unto us, we beseech thee, a happy issue out of all our afflictions ;
and, at death , an abundant entrance into the kingdom of heaven .
Fit us for meeting with thee our final judge ; and as this morning
we have risen from a bed of refreshing sleep , to praise thee in the

land of the living, () may we, on the morning of the resurrection ,
be raised from the bed of death , a rejoicing family, to give praise
unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lainh forever and
ever. Amen .
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WEDNESDAY EVENING . – ROMANS XIII.

O LORD our God, who searchest the hearts and triest the reins
of the children of men , we bow before thee as sinners, who stand

in need of pardon and of peace. Convinced of our danger, we flee
for refuge to lay hold of the hope that is set before us. In Cbrist
Jesus once crucified but now crowned , thou art declaring thyself to
be just, and the justifier of him that believeth . Lord , we believe,

help thou our unbelief. In him we rejoice; Lord , let our joy be un
speakable and full of glory. Behold God is our salvation ; we will
trust, and not be afraid ; for the Lord Jehovah is our strength and
our song. Therefore, with joy shall we draw water out of the wells

of salvation . We are the partakers of numberless gifts ; but Christ
the Lord is thy unspeakable gift. O may we prize and appropriate
him as the treasure of our souls, as the source of our presentand our

endless joy. If there be any amongst us who have not yet received
him as a Saviour from sin, and a teacher of holiness, do thou, in thy
great pity and compassion , pour out on the erring soul a spirit of re
pentance, unite savingly to him , and turn the hearts of the disobe
dient to the wisdom of the just. Those amongst us who have ex .
perienced the blessed change, do thou graciously strengthen and

encourage. Send forth thy light and thy truth, and let them be
our guides. And may our path be that of the just, shining more
and more unto the perfect day. May the love of Christ constrain
us, so that we henceforth live not unto ourselves, but unto him that
died for us and rose again . O for a livelier sense of the debtwe owe
unto him , that we may glorify God in our bodies and in our spirits
which are his . O for a larger measure of his love within us, that

meekness , temperance, brotherly -kindness, and charity may shed
their lustre and their loveliness over every day of our lives. O that
Christ were not only formed in us the hope of glory, but that we
were found growing up into spiritual perfection . While we thus

pray for ourselves, we plead with thee, as the great Father of all, in
behalf also of our friends. Be thou to them a friend that sticketh
closer than a brother. Wherever they dwell, let them abide under

the shadow of thy wing. In the hour of temptation , cover thou
them with thy feathers; and in the time of trouble , hide them in
thy pavilion . Grant that they and we may be so kept from the fol

lies to which we are prone, and so assisted in the duties to which we

are called - so impressed by thy fear, and so cheered by thy prom
ise, that after having finished our course with joy, wemay enter into
the blessed inheritance, there to be ever with the Lord. Prepare ,
we beseech thee, a people for serving thee on earth, and for enjoying
thee in heaven . Succor and crown the labors of thy missionaries

and ministers in every land of the world . Give thy Son the heathen
for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his pos
session . We commit ourselves to thy care during the dark and de

fenceless watches of the night: ascribing to thee all honor and glory ,
through Jesus Christ our Lord . Amen.
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THURSDAY MORNING . - JOB XXXVIII.

O LORD, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations.
Before the mountainswere brought forth, or even thou hadst formed
the earth and the worid, even from everlasting to everlasting thou

art God. Of old hast thou laid the foundations of the earth , and the

heavens are the work of thy hands. They shall perish ; but thou
shalt endure : yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment, and as

a vesture shalt thou change them , and they shall be changed ; but
thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end . We thank thee

with united voices this morning, that in thy good providence, and
of thy sparing mercy, we have had our lives prolonged to behold
the light of a new day. And now again we desire to approach thee
through the new and living way, into the holiest of all, even our

Lord Jesus Christ, and pray that we may obtain mercy to pardon
and grace to help us in every time of need . Impart unto us of the

grace of thy Spirit, whereby we may be enabled throughout this
day to serve thee acceptably, with reverence and godly fear, even

amidst the secularities of this life . Whether we eat or drink, or
whatsoever we do, may we do all things to thy glory. And with

singleness of eye looking forward to eternity, may we by thy grace
be enabled to use this world as not abusing it ; to weep as though
we wept not, to rejoice as though we rejoiced not, and to buy as
though we possessed not, seeing that the fashion of this world pass .
eth away. And this we likewise pray, that our love may abound
yetmore and more in knowledge and all judgment, that we may
discern things that differ, and approve things that are excellent ;
that we may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ,

being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus
Christ unto the glory and praise of God . We thank thee for the
glad tidings of salvation which have reached our ears, and we pray
thee to send them home to our hearts. We bless thee that it is a
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came

into the world to save sinners, even the very chief. O may he of

God be made unto us wisdom and righteousness, sanctification and
redemption . May we have redemption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins, through the exceeding riches of thy grace, which
have abounded towards us through Jesus Christ our Lord . We do
bless thee that thou hast laid our help upon one who is mighty and
able to save ; yea, able to save to the very uttermost all that come
unto God by him , seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for

them . Thou hast made him , who knew no sin , to be a sin -offering
for sinners ; so in like manner do thou make us, who of ourselves
know no righteousness, to be made the righteousness ofGod in him ,

that being justified freely through thy grace in him , wemay bemade
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. Preserve us during this

day from all danger. Lead us not into temptation ; but preserve us
from evil. Bring us home agair after our dispersion , not one of us
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being absent through the influence of sin or the occurrence of calam
ity, that as now we cast ourselves upon thy care, so then we may
thank thy fatherly guidance and protection . These our prayers are
now before thee. Hear us in mercy, forgive us and do us good, for

the sake of Christ Jesus thy Son , to whom , with thee the Father,

and the blessed Spirit, one God,be ascribed all praise,world without
end.

Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - ROMANS XIV .

O LORD God, who art the Father of all mercies, the God of all
grace, the giver of every good and perfect gift, in approaching thee
we rejoice with trembling that this is thy name, and thy memorial

to all generations. The Lord , the Lord God, merciful and gracious,
long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth , keeping mercy
for thousands, forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and sin , and
that will by no means clear the guilty. ( do thou enable us to esti
mate aright the obligations under which thy mercy has laid us.
Thou hast redeemed us not with corruptible things, such as silver
and gold , but with the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.
May the love of Christ then constrain us to live no longer unto our.
selves, but to him who died for us and rose again . Buried with

him , by baptism , into death , like as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so may we walk in newness of life.
May our old man be crucified with him , that the body of sin may be
destroyed, that henceforth we may not serve sin . May the grace
ofGod , which bringeth salvation, appear unto us, teaching us, that
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live holily, right

eously, and godly , in this present world, looking for that blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, even our Saviour
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Christ Jesus, who gave himself for us, that he might cleanse us from

quity,.andWpurify
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CHIiniquity
nd t."himself
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all
good works. Wemust truly confess, that in many things we trans
gress thy most holy law , and times and ways without number pro
voke thee to wrath against us. But, O Lord , mind not against us
former sins, but have mercy upon us according to thy loving-kind

ness. According to the multitude of thy tender mercies, blot out

our transgressions. Wash us throughly from our iniquity, and
cleanse us from our sins. Hide thy face from our sins, and blot out
all our iniquities. Create in us clean hearts, O Lord, and renew
right spirits within us. Cast us not away from thy presence, and
take not thy Holy Spirit from us. Restore unto us the joy of thy

salvation , and uphold us with thy free Spirit. Do thou sprinkle
clean water upon us, that we may be clean from all our filthiness,
and from all our defilements do thou cleanse us.

A new heart, also,

do thou give us, and a new spirit do thou put within us, and do thou
take away the hard and stony heart out of our flesh , and give unto

us an heart of flesh, upon which do thou write thy law , and cause us
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to walk in thy statutes, and keep thy judgments and do them . O
do thou implant in our hearts that love which is the fulfilling of the

law , a supreme love unto thee, and a love unto our neighbor even
as unto ourselves, manifesting itself in doing unto him what we wish
that he should do unto us. May we have a tender regard to our
brother's comfort, and even consent to sacrifice our own rights, and
abridge our own liberties, rather than offend and cause him to stum

ble. O Lord, we pray for all lawfully constituted authority through
out the world , but especially for our chiefmagistrate. Do thou now
enable us to thank thee in a becoming manner for the preservation
of the past day. Forgive all the sins wehave committed . O let thy
good hand be around us this night. May we lie down in peace,
taking our quiet rest under the shadow of thy wing. These our

prayers we present, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FRIDAY MORNING .— JOB XL.

O LORD our God, thou art exceeding great,and works by thee are
done which are to be had in remembrance. From everlasting to
everlasting thou art God, filling space with thine immensity , and

eternity with thy duration. How truly may we take up, each one
of us for himself, the language of thy servant, and say, Whither shall
I go from thy spirit, or whither shall I flee from thy presence ? If I
ascend up into heaven, thou art there ; if I make my bed in hell, be.
hold thou art there; if I take the wings of the morning, and dwell
in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there shall thy hand lead me,
and thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, surely the darkness

shall cover me, even the night shall
darkness hideth not from thee, but the
darkness and the light are both alike
Lord, for the rest and preservation of

be light about me; yea, the
night shineth as the day ; the
to thee. We thank thee, O
the past night. It is of thy

gracious and providentialcare, of thy fatherly love and goodness, that
we have been ushered into the light of a new day, and in the pos

session and enjoyment of such manifold mercies of which we are so

very undeserving. O thatwemight remember our obligations unto
the Lord ,and our duties to God our Saviour ! Wego forth this day
to our varied engagements, and avocations of life . We know not

the snares and pit-falls by which our path is environed , the temp
tations and the dangers by which we may be assailed. We know
not the bereavements, the , ains, the perils, we may be called upon

to encounter, and it may be to endure. We, therefore, seek to cast
ourselves upon thy care ; and we pray that as our Father in Christ
thou wouldst strengthen us for duty, fortify us for trial, shield us

from danger, and succor us in the hour of need. Ward off every
stroke of calamity, we pray thee, or soften its fall, or strengthen our
hearts to bear it ; humble our wills to acquiesce in it, and sanctify it

to our spiritual improvement and growth in grace. And that we
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may be the less exposed to the sorrows and bereavements of this

life, and also the better disposed towards eternity , teach, and by thy
grace enable us to wean ourselves from created enjoyments, and to
set our hearts upon thee, our imperishable treasure, that changeth
not. And seeing that while we are here, in obedience to thy law ,
we must engage in the avocations of this world , we pray thee to
bless our lawful endeavors in our lawful callings, that wemay have
food and clothing, and that our hearts may bless the Lord . In our
respective relations and various walks in life, that we may be ena

bled to perform our duties to thee, our neighbor, and ourselves; that
we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with thee, our
God, o do thou endow us very richly with the special gifts of thy
Spirit. May our sins, which are many, be blotted out, and may the
blood of Jesus cleanse us from their stain . United to him by a true

and living faith , may we have peace with God, through our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Renouncing all false confidences, may
we place our sole dependence upon his merits and mediation alone.
As now we separate for the day, be thou, O our God, never separate

from one of us ; but be ever at our right hand and at our left, our
God, our guide, our stay. Bring us home again in peace in the
evening , in thy good pleasure, that as now we implore thy presence

and protection, so then we may celebrate thy praise, and, with grate
ful hearts, return thee due thanksgivings, as even now , also , we do
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . – ROMANS XV.
ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed God , we would this evening bend
our knees before thee in token of our humility and desire to ascribe
to thee all honor and glory, dominion , power, and praise. Wemust,

indeed, confess, that by nature we are proud and yet fickle , easily
elated by prosperity, and as easily depressed by adversity. Our
hearts are selfish. We would be everything ourselves, make all
others ininister to our pleasure and yield to our desires.

Too

much , we must confess, have we been living to ourselves, indiffer.
ent to the condition of our neighbor, careless about his interests,
and unconcerned about his destiny . If not in speech, yet have we
in actions, each one of us, asked, like the firstmurderer, Am I my
brother's keeper ? And by our selfish pursuits and heedless prac
tice, have we cast a stumbling -block before our weaker brethren , the

tender lambs of the flock , for whom the great Shepherd has laid

down his life. O Lord, forgive us these sins, and give us now of thy
grace, that, with the enlarged philanthropy of the gospel, with the

benevolence and self-sacrificing brotherly -kindness of our Lord Jesus
Christ, we may look every one not at his own interests, but also at
those of our brethren in Christ. Do thou , therefore, we beseech of

thec, give us grace that we may as we ought, pray for all men, for
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those that are in authority over us, for our President,and all judges,
rulers, and magistrates. O do thou endow them with the spirit of
their station , and the disposition becoming their office, that they
may be instrumental in promoting the civil, commercial, and social,
but much more the spiritual and ecclesiastical interests of these
realms. May pure religion and undefiled flourish everywhere. Give

testimony to a preached gospel, as thine own instituted ordinance for
the salvation of men. Clothe thy priests with salvation , that thy
saints may slout aloud for joy. Bring into the pale of the church
of Christ thine ancient people the Jews, and the fulness of the Gen
tile nations. Destroy the man of sin with the breath of thy nostrils
and the brightness of thy coming. Rescue the deluded votaries of
idolatry, error, and sin , from the power and slavery of satan , and
bring them to the freedom and the truth which is in Christ Jesus.
As we have confessed before thee the sins of this day, do thou en
able us from the heart to repent of them , and forsake them , and to

repair to the blood of Christ, that our sins may thereby be forgiven
us. May the blessedness of that man be ours whose transgression is
forgiven , whose sin is covered, unto whom the Lord imputeth not
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile. And now , O Lord ,
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us the rest of thy beloved ones, and bring us to see the light of a
new day (if it be thy pleasure) in some measure of health , and
strength , and soundness ofmind. May the everlasting arms ever be
underneath us, and the banner over us be love. When we pass
through the dark valley of the shadow of death , be thou our guide
and protector ; and at length do thou receive us into glory, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . — JOB XLII.
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God , thou rulest supreme in the armies
of heaven , and among the inhabitants of this earth . None can stay
thy hand from working, or say unto thee effectually, What doest
thou ? Thou art our creator, and preserver, our Lord, and rightful
proprietor. In our bodies and in our never-dying spirits we are

thine. Our perishable part is fearfully and wonderfully made by
thee. There is a spirit in man, and the inspiration of thee the Al
mighty hath given him understanding.

Impress this consideration

deeply and permanently on our hearts, and may we be brought to
exclaim , in a distinct and grateful consciousness of dependence, with

thy servant of old , Here I am , let the Lord do with mewhatsoever

seemeth good in his sight. Thou art, O Lord , possessed of almighty
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power, so that thou canst do everything, and the whole universe is
thine, so that thou mayest righteously act according to thy sovereign
will and pleasure. We are before thee as clay in the hands of the

potter. And yet, O searcher of hearts, from whom no thought can
be withholden , thou knowest how much dissatisfaction , and ingrati
tude, and faithlessness, has characterized our past history, and thou

hast recorded all the hard thoughts which we have sinfully enter

tained respecting thy providential dealings towards us. We have
been too prone to forget our unworthiness of even the least of all

thy mercies, thine unwillingness to afflict or grieve the children of
men , and the divine inscrutableness of thy ways; and we have pre
sumed too often to utter things which we understood not, and to

pry into the secret things which belong to the Lord alone. But

now , we would desire, O mercifulGod, with repentant and humble
hearts, to return unto thee. Beholding ourselves in all the igno

rance, and guilt, and depravity which cleave to us by nature ; and
thee in all the mercy, and light, and purity, and justice of thy glo .

rious character ; we would feel constrained to adopt the language of
the ancient penitent, I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.

Lead us, we beseech thee, to å just and believing view of thyself,
and especially may we be enabled to claim thee as our own God in
Christ. May we enjoy the blessedness of thy chosen ones, who feel
that all things work together for their good, that thou lovest whom
thou chastisest, and scourgest every son whom thou receivest.

Compassionate the condition of the afllicted . Bless and sanctify all
their trials to thy glory and their spiritual good, and produce in
them a resigned and confiding temper of mind. May no evil befall
us, or any of those who are near and dear to us, this day. Keep us
constantly in thy fear and love; and may our death be that of the

righteous. Our heart's desire and prayer for all men is that they
may be saved . Hasten the coming of Messiah 's kingdom ; and to
thee, the Father, Son, and IIoly Ghost, we will ascribe all praise,
dominion , and glory, now and forever.

Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . – ROMANS XVI.
O LORD, thou art God, and wewill bless thee ; thou art our fa
thers' God, and we will exalt thy name together. Thou art theGod
of Abraham , and Isaac, and Jacob, of those who love and serve thee
on the earth , and of all who in heaven are inheriting the promises ;
but in an especial manner thou art the God and Father of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. We adore and bless thee as the same
to -day, yesterday, and forever. Thou hast been the refuge and coun .

sellor of thy people in all past times, and thou art now a present

God to those who call upon thee. We rejoice in thy unchangeable
mercy. The mountains may depart, and the hills may be removed ;
but thy loving-kindness shall not depart, nor shall the covenant of
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thy peace be removed from those who place their trust in thee.
Iiead us, we beseech thee, to that fountain which has been opened

for sin and for uncleanness to the whole house of David, and to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem ; and may we be there washed , and justified ,

and sanctified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of
our God. May the Spirit guide us to the rock of ages, under whose
grateful shade many a weary traveller has been privileged to rest in

safety on his journey through the wilderness which we are now trav.

ersing, and by drinking of whose refreshing stream many a droop.
ing spirit has been comforted, and strengthened for pursuing its
heavenward course. Create in us clean hearts. Renew right spirits

within us. Purify us unto thyself a peculiar people. Prepare us
for the fellowship of the godly upon earth , and for holy communion
with the blessed above. Seeing that we are encompassed with such
a cloud of witnesses as those whose names are already written in the
book of life, and casting our eyes upward in humble faith and hope

to the blissful countenances of those whose memory is dear to us,
who used to share in our earthly griefs and joys, and who now ap
pear, with hearts full of love to Christ, to invite us to the mansions

of our heavenly Father's house, may we be all constrained to lay
aside every weight, and especially the sins thatmost easily beset us,
and to run with perseverance the race set before us, looking unto

Jesus, the author and the finisher of our faith . Take up thine abode,
O gracious God , in the hearts and houses of our friends and relatives
this evening. Give thine angels charge over them . May no plague

come near our dwelling. May the angel of the covenant encamp
about us. May we lie down under a deep sense of our guilt and

sinfulness, and with humble confidence in thy pardoning mercy, and
sanctifying grace. May we lay our heads upon our pillows, at peace
with thee our God , at peace with our own consciences, and breathing

peace and good-will to all the human kind. Give us quiet and re

freshing slumbers. Raise us up, if it be thy blessed will, in health
and strength, prepared for all the duties, events, and trials of an .'
other day. Extend the knowledge and the savor of the name of
Jesus. For his sake be our God and guide even until death, and in

that solemn hour be our strength and joy, and through eternity our
portion , for Christ's sake. Amen .

Thirty - srrond Werk .
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALM XCI.
Most merciful and ever-blessed God, thou art great, and greatly
to be feared , and to be had in reverence by all who draw nigh unto

thee. The angels, those pure and high intelligences who have kept
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their first estate, veil their faces with their wings in the presence of
him who inhabiteth eternity and the praises thereof. The redeemed

ones in glory, who, having passed through great tribulation, stand
before thee in robes which have been washed in the blood of the
Lamb, cast their crowns at thy feet, and adore thee as the Father of
all their mercies, and the fountain of all their present joys. And, O
holy and eternal God, shall notwe, sinful dust and ashes, thy depen .
dent creatures, the daily pensioners on thy bounty, and needy sup .
pliants at thy throne, humble ourselves in thy pure and adorable

presence, and approach thee clothed with the reverence which be
comes us. O pour out upon each of us the spirit of supplication.
Impart unto us a deep sense of our own guiltiness and unworthiness,
and at the same time an exalted view of our all -sufficient Saviour.

May we be enabled in his name to come to thy throne with the un
feigned humility, and the holy boldness of children ,thatwemay find

mercy to pardon , and grace to help us. Implant in us the principle
of faith which is the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence
of things not seen, that our hearts may be weaned from the love and
pursuit of earthly and perishable objects, and our affections may be
set on those things which are above. Enable us to cast off the
worldliness and earnality under which we are weary and heavy -la

den. O for the wings of a dove, that we might fly away and be at
rest. In the midst of a wicked and ensnaring world, a world that
crucified the Lord of glory, and bearing hearts about with us that

daily crucify him afresh , may it be ours to dwell in the secret place
of the Most High , and to abide under the shadow of the Almighty.
Wewould at all times say of the Lord, He is our refuge and our for.
tress, our God in whom we would trust. We would confide in thy
atonement for the forgiveness of our sins, and we would be regarded
as accepted in thy beloved One. We would repair to thy grace for
strength wherewith to discharge the duties, and patiently to endure
the trials of life . We would implore thy special presence in the
hour of death. On that solemn occasion may we feel in our blessed
experience, that because thou hast set thy love upon us, thou wilt
then be our deliverer. In the name of Jesus Christ our elder broth
er, we desire to commend to thee all our kindred and friends, and all

everywhere who belong to the household of faith. May grace, mer
cy, and truth , be multiplied unto them . May thy kingdom come

throughout the world ; may the time be hastened when thy will
shall be done on earth as it is in heaven . For thine is the kingdom ,

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . - PSALMS XCII. XCIII.
O LORD our God, thou art worthy of our deepest gratitude, and
our loudest praise. We bless thee for our creation, and for the high

place which thou hast been pleased to assign to us in the scale of
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being. We praise thee for the returning bounties of thy providence,
and for the undeserved blessings of thy grace, which from time to
time we are permitted to enjoy.

Truly it is our bounden duty and

our highest privilege to show forth thy loving-kindness in the morn
ing, and thy faithfulness every night. During the darkness and si
lence of repose tby sleepless eye watches over us, and during our
waking hours thy power defends us from innumerable dangers which
we can neither foresee nor prevent, and thy never-failing goodness

supplies our daily wants. Bless the Lord, O my soul,and forget not
all his benefits, who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy
diseases, who redeemeth thy life from destruction , who crowneth

thee with loving -kindness and tender mercies. O Lord , how great
are thy works ; how manifold and marvellous is thy goodness ; thy
thoughts are very deep . In the work of redeeming love, how bound

less and unspeakable thy mercy ! Eternal praise be ascribed to thy
name for the gift of thy Son . May our hearts be melted, by con
templating the cross, into profound abasement and the warmest love ;

may a look be cast on us from thence, such as that with which Peter
was regarded when he went away weeping bitterly for his sins.
Withhold not from us, we entreat thee, convincing, converting, and
purifying grace. In regard to our three-fold foes, the world, and
satan, and the flesh, enable us to say with the psalmist, Mine eye
shall see my desire on mine enemies ; and fulfil in our experience
thy three-fold promise , I will help thee, I will strengthen thee, yea,

I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. May
we die daily unto sin , and live more and more unto righteousness.
May the condition of our souls be described by the flourishing of the

palm -tree, and the growth of the cedar in Lebanon . Increase our

faith in thy promises, which are exceeding great and precious. In
flame our love to him who loved us even to the death.

Deepen our

repentance on account of sin ; and produce in us a growing desire

after spiritual and divine things, a greater hungering and thirsting
after the righteousness of faith . Go forih , O blessed Jesus, conquer.

ing and to conquer in the hearts and habitations of all the human
family. The iloods of opposition to Messiah 's reign have lifted up
their voice ; but it is consoling to reflect that the Lord on high is

mightier than the noise of many waters . Thy testimonies, O God ,
are very sure, and in virtue of thy promise the gospel will have free

course, and will be glorified. Arise, shine, O Sun of righteousness .
May the armsof thy providence be around all who are bound to us

by the ties of nature, of sympathy, or of grace. Never leave nor
forsake us in life, and in the deep swellings of the spiritual Jordan ,
may our souls hear thee saying to us in words of comfort, When
thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee, and through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee ; and after death may we be re

ceived into glory. These, our prayers, we present, O Lord our God ,
in the name and for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ, our chosen

strength and righteousness. Amen
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MONDAY MORNING . – PROVERBS I.
O LORD, help us, we beseech thee, to draw nigh this morning with
acceptance to thy footstool. Pour forth thy Holy Spirit upon us, as

a Spirit of grace and supplication . Thou knowest that we cannot
pray to thee either acceptably or profitably , without his light and

guidance. Give us also that lively faith in thy Son, in his mediation
and merits , without which it is impossible to please thee, and vain
to hope that we shall receive any blessings from thy hands. O our
God , we have all sinned grievously against thee, though thou hast

made us, soul and body, for thy holy service, and hast laid us under
the highest obligations to live entirely devoted to thy glory. We

have forsaken thee, the fountain of living waters, and have been
hewing out unto ourselves broken and empty cisterns which can hold
no water. We have violated every one of thy righteous command
ments, both in thought, word, and deed. Truly, we are miserable,

and wretched, and poor, and blind, and naked ; and we desire, there .
fore, to be profoundly abased in thy presence, and to cry out with
shame, and with contrition of heart, Unclean, unclean ; woe is unto
us, for we have sinned. But, O Lord, we praise and thank thee, for
the precious and abundant intimations thou hast given us of thy

pardoning mercy and renewing grace. We bless thee, that there is
mercy with our Lord, that hemay be feared , and plenteous redemp

tion, that he may be sought after, and confided in , by his sinful crea
tures ; and we especially rejoice to think , that thou art in Christ Je
sus reconciling a guilty world to thyself, not imputing to them that
truly believe in his blessed name their trespasses. O grant each of

us, now before thee, an interest in all the blessings which this divine
Redeemer purchased for his people by his atoning sufferings and

death. Give us of that wisdom which is treasured up in him for our
illumination and guidance. Sprinkle his cleansing blood upon us,
that all our iniquities may be blotted out. Vouchsafe to us that Holy

Spirit, the treasures of whose influences he holds in his hands, to
renew and sanctify, to strengthen and comfort our souls. If thou
hast already given us to know him , and to glory in him , as all our

salvation, and all our desire, O Lord, we desire to bless thee with all
our hearts, for this thy distinguishing grace ; and we earnestly pray
that thou wouldst carry forward unto perfection , the good work

which thou hast commenced , enlightening and purifying, quicken

ing and establishingasmore and more. But, O Lord, if we are still
without God , without Christ, and without hope in the world, speedi.
ly convert us, we entreat thee, from our evil ways.

Pluck us as

brands from the burning, that wemay yet be themonuments of thy

redeeming love, and may yet praise thee in the land of the living.
Bless and render effectual thy word , and all thy other ordinances,

for this end ; and O let us never for a moment forget how dreadful
will be the eternal portion of all the finally unbelieving, and ungod.
ly. Guide us through all theduties and trials of this new day ; keep
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us in thy fear all the day long. Keep us near to thyself; and ena
ble us, in everything we plan or attempt, to set thy glory before our

eyes, ás our chief end, and all the praise shall be thine, for Christ's
sake.

Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . — 1 COR. I.
O LORD, we draw nigh to thee this night in the name of thy be
loved Son with whom thou art ever well pleased, and for whose sake
thou art well pleased also with all such as rely on his righteousness.
We adore thee, as God over all, the blessed and only potentate , the
King of kings, and Lord of lords. Thou art worthy of all praise,
and honor, and glory, for thou hast created , and thou constantly up

holdest all things. Thy mercy, O Lord , is in the heavens ; and thy
faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds, thy righteousness is like the
great mountains ; thy judgments are a great deep ; O Lord, thou
preservest man and beast. How excellent is thy loving-kindness, O
God ! therefore, the children of men may well put their trust under
the shadow of thy wings. Many, O Lord , our God , are thy wonder
ful works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are to us
ward ; they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee ; if wewould
declare and speak of them , they are more than can be numbered .

We praise and thank thee for all the mercies of which we have par

taken this day : we trace them all to thee ,the Father of lights, from
whom cometh down every good and perfect gift. But we praise and
bless thee, especially for Jesus, thine unspeakable gift, and for the
gospel of thy grace, which thou proclaimest to us in thy word .
While that gospel is to the Jews a stumbling-block , and to the
Greeks foolishness, O let it be to all of us the power of God, and the
wisdom of God unto salvation ! Open our eyes that we may per
ceive how admirably suited it is to our case , as a message ofmercy ;
convince us of our guilt and sin , that we may feel our need of the
unspeakable blessings which it offers to us ; and give us faith cor
dially to embrace it, and to commit the whole interests of our souls
for time and eternity into the hands of that divine Redeemer, whom
thou, in thy unfathomable love, hast provided for a fallen world . O

Lord, prevent us, we beseech thee, from despising and rejecting him
whom thou hast sent, seeing none other can deliver us from the
guilt, and dominion, and punishment of sin . May he be made of

thee unto us wisdom , and righteousness, and sanctification, and re
demption ; and being effectually taught to believe in his name, and
made to experience the quickening power of his Spirit, and the joys

and hopes of his great salvation, may we ever be disposed and ena
bled to give all the glory to thee , by whom thy people are chosen ,
and called, and justified, and glorified . O make usmore like thy
self, more like our divine Master,more holy, and humble, and meek ,

and heavenly -minded. Deliver us from all the remains of sin within
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us ; perfect thine own work in our souls, and prepare us, by what
ever means thou judgest best, for dwelling with thee forever. Take

us all, O Lord, under thy fatherly care and protection this night,and
fit us for the duties and trials of another day, if thou shalt spare us

to see it ; and allwe ask is for the sake of thy blessed Son. “Amen.

TUESDAY MORNING . – PROVERBS II.

O LORD , we come before thee confessing our unworthiness. O
Lord , deal notwith us, we beseech thee, according to our deservings,
but according to thine own boundless mercy in Christ Jesus.

Be

hold, O God, our shield , and look on the face of thine anointed.
For his sake receive us graciously, and love us freely. Though our
trespasses bemore numerous and more aggravated than we can con

ceive, yet the blood of th y beloved Son , shed on the cross for the re
mission of sin , can wash them all away ; and we flee to that blood ;
we entreat thee to wash our polluted souls in that precious fountain
which thou hast opened for sin and uncleanness. Though we can
bring nothing to thee but nakedness and filthy rags, yet the perfect
righteousness of Emmanuel can clothe our nakedness, and make us
stand accepted before thee ; and we desire to take hold of this un .

spotted robe, that we may be clothed therein . O Lord, do thou
clothe us in it ; and do thou also renew us in the spirit of our minds,
by the sanctifying grace that is in Christ Jesus, that we may be a

holy people unto thee the Lord . O give us faith to look to him
alone, to receive him in all the fulness of the blessings which thou

hast treasured up in him for the supply of thy people 's necessities,

and to cleave to him through all the remaining days of our life, as
the Lord our righteousness, and peace, and strength , and consolation .
Thou knowest how blind weare ; O send forth thy saving light and

truth into our hearts to lead and guide us. O impart to us thy Holy
Spirit to open our eyes, that we may behold the wondrous things
which are contained in thy law . Let it ever be our chief desire to
know thee as thou art in Christ, to know thy beloved Son , as the
only Saviour of a perishing world , and to know , and love, and obey
all thy revealed will. Let us never be weary ofsearching thy blessed
word ; make its inestimable truths plain to us ; above all, render

them sweet to our taste, even sweeter than honey from the honey
comb, and more precious than thousands of gold and silver. Let
them be a light to our feet, and a lamp to our path . We look to
thee for strength and guidance this day. O Lord , it is not in man
that walketh to direct his own steps ; lead thou us, then , in the way
in which we ought to go ; keep us from the paths in which destroy.
ers walk ; and let all the trials which we have to encounter this day

tend, through thy blessing, to prepare us for thy blessed rest above;
and all we ask is for the great Redeemer's sake. Amen .
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TUESDAY EVENING . — 1 Cor. II.
O LORD, we adore and praise thee as the great parent of mercies.

Webless thee for life, and health , and every temporal comfort we
possess . Above all, we thank thee for the inestimable religious priv .

ileges which we enjoy in the happy land wherein we dwell. T'hou
hast sent the glad tidings of thy great salvation to this land ; and
many of its inhabitants hast thou drawn to thyself through faith in
the blood of thy beloved Son . Thou hast opened wells of salvation
in the midst of us, to which thou art daily inviting us to repair, that
we may drink , and be refreshed by their healing waters. O Lord,
let us not, like too many, despise thy rich mercy. Let us not ac

letunt thy Star proud car of our smeat nam

count thy gracious plan of saving sinners foolishness, because it tends
to humble our proud carnal hearts , and requires that we should ren

der to thee all the glory of our salvation. Let us be ever so much
abased , but be thou and thy great name exalted. To us belong
shame and confusion of face, but to thee be everlasting honor and
glory ascribed . O Lord , help us to embrace the Son of thy love, as

he is freely offered to us. Make him our prophet, priest, and king.

Reveal him to our hearts by thy Holy Spirit, that we may know the
things which are freely given us of thee. O Lord, thou hast prom .
ised the gift of thy Holy Spirit.

O Lord , we now plead thine own

promise ; deny us not this gift, and that wemay be brought into a
holy resemblance to him . O Lord, we would be satisfied with
nothing short of a full share of all the blessings of the everlasting
covenant, and a real union with Christ. Enable us to live by faith

upon the Son of God ; and growing daily in all holiness, and humil
ity, and meekness, and heavenly -mindedness , to become more and
more conformed to his blessed image, and more and more fit for
dwelling with him where he is. Deliver us from every remnant of
indwelling sin , and fill us with love to that Saviour who loved us

and died for us. O Lord, let the savor of his name be diffused
abroad through the whole earth . Let his great salvation be speedily
proclaimed in every land, that people of every nation, and tongue,
and color, may praise thy name. May thy Holy Spirit abundantly
bless the means that are now used for evangelizing our benighted
and guilty race, and let all men soon be brought to feel his illumin
ating , and converting, and sanctifying power . O Lord, we desire to
thank thee, for all the kindness, and care, and protection which thou

hast caused us to experience this day, and we would now commit
ourselves to thy fatherly keeping for this night. If it be thy will,
let our rest be refreshing, that we may be strengthened for the du

ties and trials of a new day. Hear us, O Lord, and accept of us, and
answer us for Christ 's sake.

Amen .
31 .
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WEDNESDAY MORNING .– PROVERBS III.
O LORD, thou art God, and there is none to be compared unto
thee - infinite in wisdom , in knowledge, and in truth . Thou art
worthy to be praised , and to be had in reverence of all that draw

nigh to thee. Wherewithal shall we come before the Lord, and bow
ourselves before the most high God ? We, who are sinful dust and
ashes, are undeserving of the very least of that mercy which we are

daily experiencing from thee, our heavenly Father. We have re
nounced thy parental authority - rejected paternal counsel— forsaken
our Father's home — and broken thy holy law , - -and by our wilful
and unnatural rebellion rendered ourselves obnoxious to thy wrath

and curse. Deeming ourselves wiser than thee, we sought our hap
piness and peace in the ways of sin , and folly, and shame, and are

plunged into a state of sin and misery , from which we are both un
able and unwilling to deliver ourselves. Wehave loved idols, and
after them would we go. Justly , O Lord, mightest thou have left

us to reap the bitter fruits of what we have sowed to ourselves, and
said to us in thy hot indignation, He hath loved idols, let him alone
Behold thou art wroth , for we have sinned without cause, and deserve
to die without mercy. But thou art God and not man ; therefore it
is that we are not consumed . Thou art our Father ; .we are the clay,
and thou the potter. Be not wroth very sore, neither remember
iniquity forever. Return , O Lord , deliver our souls, and save us for

thy mercies' sake. See God , our shield from merited wrath , look
upon us in the face of thine anointed . Let thy mercy and truth in
Christ Jesus be engraven on the table of our hearts, and make our
souls the faithful depositories of thy holy law . Enable us to re

nounce ourselves, and to trust in the Lord with our hearts , and not
to lean to our own darkened understandings. When we lack wis
dom ,may we ask it of thee, who teacheth savingly and to profit.
When thine arm is uplifted to chasten us with the rod of affliction ,
may we learn to kiss the rod , and bow in submission to those sov
ereign appointments, which while they trouble us, and cause us to

tremble , yet make our heart soft, and work in us the blessed fruits
of righteousness. If thou anointest our head with oil, and causest
our cup of blessing to overflow , may our souls overflow with grati
tude, and our hearts with love, to thee, the bountiful Giver of all

good. As we have freely received, may we freely give. Enable us
to devise liberal things, doing good when it is in the power of our
hand to do it ; honoring the Lord with our substance ; and in all
things endeavoring to do to others, as we, in like circumstances,
would have them do unto us. Dwell, O God, in our hearts, and

dwell in our habitation. May our earthly dwelling-place be the
habitation of the just, on which thy blessing rests. Then will good
ness and mercy follow us all the days of our life, and we shall dwell

at length in thine house forever. Hear, Lord, our prayers,and grant
us an answer of peace for the Redeemer 's sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING.
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WEDNESDAY EVENING . - 1 Cor. III.
ALMIGHTY God , before whom angels veil their faces with their
wings, and seraphs bend in lowly adoration , bow down thine ear to
the thanksgivings and supplications of thy guilty children, who
would approach thee through Jesus Christ. Consume us not in the

fire of thy holy indignation , but regard us with that favor and love
which thou bearest to thine own. We thank thee, that we have an
advocate with thee, even Jesus Christ, the righteous one, who has a
fellow - feeling with all our infirmities, who knows the frailties of our
frame, who sympathizes in all our afflictions, whose plea is all-pow .
erful, and whose advocacy is all-prevalent. Through him we ap
proach with boldness to thy throne of grace to seek and obtain
mercy ; and to find grace to help us in our time of need . Wewould

desire to place all our dependence, and build all our hope of salva
tion on the stone, the tried stone, the precious corner-stone, the sure
foundation, which , in mercy and love, thou hast laid in Zion for thy
believing people ; for other foundation can no man lay, but that is

laid , which is Jesus Christ. To whom thou , O God , hast entrusted
the mighty work of our salvation , may we by faith intrust with the

keeping of our souls. On whom thou hast laid the iniquities of us
all, may we lay the burden of our sins, and our sorrows, and take
his yoke which is easy, and his burden which is light. Through

him may we find access by the Spirit unto thee, the Father, bound
to thee, and to our Christian brethren , by him who is the corner

stone of the church ofGod ; and on this pearl of great price,may we
be enabled to rear an edifice adorned by the fruits of the Spirit, and
reflecting the beauties of holiness.

Permit us not to fall into the

soul-ruinous sin of deceiving ourselves with a mere name to live,
while we are in reality spiritually dead . Let us not make a Saviour
of mere instruments and outward ordinances; but looking by faith ,
through the means of the God of all grace,may we value the earthen

vessels as the blessed channels of communicating to our souls the
pure waters of life which flow from the throne of God . May we
obey them that are our spiritual overseers, and submit ourselves;

for they watch for our souls, as they that must give account. Make
our hearts, O God , the honored temples of the Holy Ghost, that, by
his indwelling and sanctifying power, we may become more and
more qualified for dwelling forever with the Lord, in the glorified
and heavenly temple of the Zion above. Enrich our souls with the
treasures of grace; give us to be spiritually-minded , which is life

and peace . Make us heirs ofGod and joint heirs with Christ Jesus;
this is all our salvation, and all our desire . And to the Father, Son ,

and Holy Spirit, be ascribed all glory and praise, now , and forever.
Amen .
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THURSDAY MORNING . - PROVERBS IV.

FATHER of mercies andGod of all grace, we would desire to kneel
before thee, our Maker, and to offer thee up our humble tribute of
gratitude and praise . Thou hast guarded us from all outward evil,

watched over us with parental tenderness during the obscurity of
night, and broughtus in safety to theblessings of another day. We
have laid us down and slept, for thou, Lord, hast caused us to dwell

in safety . To thee we are indebted for all the temporaland spirit
ual blessings we enjoy .

It is of thine infinite goodness that we have

been born in a land where the sound of the gospel may be heard ,

and its privileges freely enjoyed. It is to thee we owe the advan
tages of a scriptural and godly education , whereby we have been

taught to know our Creator in the days of our youth, and instructed
in the way of everlasting life. Thou hast given us line upon line,
and precept upon precept; and in the enjoyment of Sabbath bless
ings and gospel ordinances, thou hast hedged in our path, so that
we should not err from thy ways. Thou hast led us about, and in .
structed us, and kept us as the apple of thine eye. Well mightest

thou say regarding us, What could have been donemore to my vine
yard that I have not done to it? wherefore, when I looked that it
should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes. Notwith

standing all thy tender solicitude and long-suffering forbearance,
how unfruitfulhave we proved ourselves to be ! Have we not re
fused to listen to the voice of heavenly wisdom ?

How have we

hated instruction, and despised reproof, and disobeyed the voice of
our teachers ! How have we gone in the path of the wicked, and
followed the multitude to do evil! and breaking through all thy
hedges, and bursting all the barriers of conscience, and scripture,
and godly friends, and providential warnings, that opposed us in the

indulgence of our ungodly inclinations, have we not drunk in ini.
quity as the ox drinketh up water ! Our sins are highly aggravated ,
in that they have been committed against knowledge, light, truth,
warnings, and all the means of grace, leaving us, O God , without an
excuse to plead for ourmultiplied transgressions. Against thee , thee
only have we sinned ; for we acknowledge our transgressions; our
sins are ever before us. Weloathe ourselves in our own sight for

our iniquities and abominations. Wash, then, us thoroughly from
all our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin ; for though they be as

scarlet, thou canst make them whiter than the snow ; though they
be red like crimson , thou canst make them pure as wool. Create
within us clean hearts ; renew a right spirit within us. O that the

blood of Christ might be savingly applied by the Spirit to purify the
bitter fountain of the heart, to purge our consciences, renew our

wills, and sanctify our natures, that their issues might be life forever,
Give us grace to exercise a godly jealousy over our thoughts, feel.
ings, and words, that wemay cease to do evil and learn to do well
Establish all our goings in the ways of holiness and eterna. life, that
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we may be seduced by no temptations to turn aside either to the
right hand or to the left. Andmay our path be yet that of the just,

which shineth more and more unto the perfect day. All our suppli
cations we present in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, our strength
and our Redeemer. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . — 1 CORINTHIANS IV .

O LORD, who is a God like unto thee, glorious in holiness, fearful
in praises, doing wonders ? We would give thanks at the remem
brance of thy holiness and justice , thymercy and grace , as unfolded

in the work of our redemption. In thy cross, O blessed Jesus, we
see mercy and truth meeting together, righteousness and peace em
bracing each other, the glory ofGod exalted , and the rebellious sin

ner saved. Our souls, O Lord, would bless thee, and all that is
within us would be stirred up to bless and magnify thy holy name,
for thou forgivest all our iniquities ; thou healest all our diseases ;
thou redeemest our lives from destruction ; thou crownest us with

loving-kindness and tender mercies. Wehave nothing that is good
but what we have received from thy gracious hand ; yet with thine
own would we serve and glorify thee. We would not regard our
selves as our own property ; we are thine, thou hast bought us with
an infinite price, and we would desire to manifest our love to thee

by glorifying thee in our bodies and spirits which are thine. Assist
us, O Lord , in rendering to thee the true service of an undivided
heart, for with such sacrifice thou art well pleased. Yet, alas ! our
consciences testify against us, that, during the past day, thy glory
has not been our single or chief aim in all we have done. We have

been endeavoring to serve God and mammon ; or, alas ! serving the
world and ourselves to the utter exclusion of God from all our

thoughts. And if our hearts condemn us, thou, who art greater
than our hearts, and knowest all things, must condemn us also. We
humbly confess, and with sorrow lament, how much we are influ

enced by the fear of the world 's censure, or the love of the world 's
praise, by selfishness, and the love of carnal ease and security, and
are thereby deterred from making any sacrifices of personal feeling

or comfort for thy cause and glory. Pardon, O gracious God , our
ingratitude, unbelief, and coldness of heart. Strengthen our faith,
and augment our love to him who loved us, and gave himself a sac
rifice for our sins, that we may be constrained to live no longer to

ourselves, but to him who died for us and rose again . Grant us holy
boldness and confidence through the faith of Jesus, that we may
count it all joy to bear our Lord's reproach, and rejoice if we are
counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. Wewould desire to

glory in nothing but in the cross of Christ, whereby the world is
crucified unto us, and we unto the world . Forgive us all our sins,

and hear , answer, and accept of our prayers and praises, for Christ's
sake. Amen .
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FRIDAY MORNING . – PROVERBS VIII.
O LORD, our heavenly Father, we desire this morning to bow our.
selves down in humble reverence at the footstool of thy throne. We
would remember that thou art in heaven , and we upon the earth ;
that thou art our Creator, and we the work of thy hands; that thou

art from everlasting to everlasting, the same yesterday, to-day, and
forever, and that we are of yesterday and know nothing. O Lord ,
make us duly sensible of our ignorance and foolishness. Make us to

see how far we have gone astray from the paths of true wisdom in
forsaking God, the only permanent and satisfying portion of an im
mortal soul, and seeking for happiness in the empty and perishing

joys of a vain world . The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his
master's crib ; but we have neither known nor considered the hand
that feeds us, and that is daily loading us with benefits. We ac
knowledge, O God, the guilt, as well as the foolishness, of our ways.
With shame and confusion of face would we confess the sins with

which we have been chargeable , in preferring the creature to the
Creator, and postponing the claims of God to the calls of our own

wicked and corrupt inclinations. O Lord, pardon our iniquity, for
it is very great. Deal with us not in thy wrath ; vex us not in thy
hot displeasure. Leave us not to reap the consequence of our own
pursuits, or to be filled with the fruits of our own devices ; but save
us with an everlasting salvation , and magnify thy power and grace in
themidst of our abounding iniquity. O make us all monuments of
thy redeeming mercy, and glorify thy great name in rescuing us
from the bondage of corruption , and bringing us into the glorious
liberty of thy children . We thank thee for the promise of the Holy

Spirit. O may his influences be richly shed abroad in our hearts,
purifying our affections, renewing our wills, and transforming us

wholly into the divine image. May he implant and cherish within
us every holy disposition , confirm

every right resolution, and

strengthen us for the discharge of every duty. We desire to feel
more and more our absolute dependence on thy promised grace.
Lord, we are weak and insufficient ; we have no strength in our
selves. We are ever ready to be drawn away into the communion

of sin by the snares and temptations of a world that lieth in wicked
ness ; and if left to ourselves, we must infallibly make shipwreck of

our faith , and come short of eternal life . But our dependence is on
thee ; our hope is in thy word . Leave us not, O Lord, nor forsake
us. Make thy grace sufficient for us, and perfect thy strength in our
weakness. We thank thee thatwe have been preserved throughout
the past night, and brought to see the light of another day. Keep
us throughout this day from evil. Defend us from every accident
and danger. Preserve us especially from sin . In all our intercourse

with our fellow -men , may we be enabled to conduct ourselves as the
followers of the Lord Jesus. May we set a watch upon our lips, that

we offend not with cur tongue. May we be enabled to keep our
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heart with all diligence from the intrusion of every sinful thought.

And in the midst of the business and the various pursuits of time,
may we be enabled ever to bear upon our minds the grand realities
of eternity. Hear us, O Lord, in these our supplications, and

graciously accept of us and of our services, for the sake of Jesus
Christ our Lord .

Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . - 1 CORINTHIANS V.

O LORD, to whom can we go but unto thee ? thou hast the words
of eternal life. Thou only canst pardon our sins and sanctify our
natures ; canst heal our backslidings, and give grace to help us in
every time of need . We would approach thee this evening under a

deep sense of our guilt and unworthiness. It is of thy great mercy
that we have not, long ere this time, been cut down as cumberers

of the ground, and had our portion assigned us with the workers of
iniquity , in that place where thou hast forgotten to be gracious .
But in the exercise of thy wondrous forbearance and long-suffering,

we are still spared in the land of the living, and in the place of hope.
O may it not be to add iniquity unto iniquity , and to multiply prov
ocation against thee, until thy long-suffering be exhausted, and thy

Spirit cease to strive with us. May we esteem the time past of our
lives more than sufficient to have wrought the will of the flesh , and
resolve henceforth to live no longer the rest of our time in the flesh ,

to the lusts ofman, but to the will ofGod . With deep humility and
reverence would we acknowledge the sovereignty of thy grace in all
thy dealings with the children of men . We feel that it is not of him
that willeth , nor of him that runneth , but of God that showeth

mercy. And if we have been saved from falling into those gross
transgressions of which others of our fellow -creatures have been

guilty, it is not because we are by nature better than they, or be
cause we have done anything to deserve thy grace, but only through
the free and sovereign mercy ofGod , who alone maketh us to differ.
O may we never lose the impression , that our hearts are by nature
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. And may we
learn every day to lean less and less on the strength of our own

resolutions, and more and more on the strength of promised grace.
Grant, О heavenly Father, that we may not only have deeper con
victions of the evil of sin , but livelier viewsof the power, and grace,
and sufficiency of the Saviour. May Christ be every day more pre
cious to us ; and whilst we rest upon him all our hopes of pardon
and acceptance, may our affections flow out towards him in lively

gratitude for the great love wherewith he has loved us. O that his
name and praise were universally known and proclaimed ! Lord ,
let the time soon comewhen his kingdom shall extend from sea to
sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth . Stir up in the

hearts of all thy people a more a dent zeal for the glory of Christ,
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(SATURDAY MORNING.

and the extension of his kingdom throughout the world. Bless all
ministers and pastors in thy church ; may they be wise to win souls
unto Christ. And may a special blessing accompany the ministry

of the word in our native land . Let thy Spirit descend like rain
upon the mown grass, and as showers thatwater the earth. O Lord,

revive thy work in themidst of us, and grant us times of refreshing
from thy presence. Bless, we beseech thee, all with whom we are
connected, by whatever tie . Enrich their souls with the communi

cations of thy grace, and make all things to work together for their
good. Be merciful to the poor, the sick, the afflicted, and the dying.
Sanctify family affliction to all who are visited with it ; and prepare

us for every dispensation of thy providence that awaits us in life.
Prepare us for living or for dying. Teach us to submit with implicit
acquiescence in every arrangement of thy holy will concerning us.
And may we feel, that.to us to live is Christ, and to die, unspeaka
ble gain . We desire to commit ourselves to thy care and keeping

this night. Forgive all the sins of the past day. Give us refreshing
rest, and bring us to see the light of another morning in health and
strength, to fit us for all our duties. And to thee, the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, one God, be glory, and dominion, and praise , world
without end .

Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . – PROVERBS XI.

O LORD, we bless thee that what holy men of old spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost, has been by them

committed to

writing, and handed down for our edification and instruction, upon
whom the ends of the world have come. Make us thankful for the
holy scriptures, and teach us to draw from every part of them that
instruction which they are designed and fitted to afford.

And whilst

we search them diligently , in order that we may know the things
that are freely given us of God, even the things that belong to our
everlasting peace, may we strive also to imbibe those maxims of

practical wisdom with which they furnish us for directing our foot
steps amid all the duties, and difficulties, and perplexities of life. In
every part of our conduct may we be regulated by that wisdom

which cometh from above. As the disciples of the Lord Jesus, may

we strive to adorn his doctrine in all things ; and by the uprightness,
vince the world around us, that it is a doctrine according to godli

and consistency, and circumspection of our lives, endeavor to con
ness. Enable us to exemplify, in all our dealings, that honesty and

integrity of conduct, which would rather suffer injury than inflict it ;

that charity which thinketh no evil, and taketh not up an ill report
against its neighbor ; that Christian prudence, which guides its af
fairs with discretion , so as to be able to distribute , with liberality , to
the necessities of the poor and destitute . May we ever bear in mind,
that we have nothing in this world which we can call our own ; that
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tended means of advancing thy kingdom and cause in the world . O
Lord, we would humble ourselves before thee on account of all our
past shortcomings in these respects, and on account of all our other
aggravated and multiplied sins. Lord, be merciful unto us, and deal

with us not as we have deserved . Wash away all our guilt in the
blood of the Lamb. We cast ourselves on thy sovereign and un

merited grace, beseeching thee to justify us freely, and to sanctify us
wholly. And may we be enabled henceforth to love thee more sin
cerely, to serve thee more faithfully, and to render a more suitable

return for all the goodness which we have experienced at thy hands.
Our heart's desire and prayer for all our brethren ofmankind is, that

they may be saved, and brought to the knowledge of the truth . Let
thy way be known upon the earth, and thy saving health among all

nations. Bless especially our native land, and prosper a preached

gospel in the midst of us. Pour outabundantly thy Spirit upon all
thy servants in the ministry ; and be pleased to add daily to thy

church of such as shall be saved. Lord, take us into thy keeping
this day ; fit us for every duty and for every trial which may be

awaiting us ; and bring us at last into thy heavenly kingdom ,where
there is fulness of joy, and pleasures for evermore.

And all that we

ask is for the sake of Jesus Christ, our strength and our Redeemer.
Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . — 1 CORINTHIANS VI.

O THOU that dwellest in the heavens, whose name is Holy, and
who art of purer eyes than to behold iniquity , how shall we, thy
guilty and polluted creatures, venture to approach thy footstool, or
to lift up our eyes to the place where thine honor dwelleth ! O
Lord , righteousnessbelongeth unto thee ; but unto us, shameand con

fusion of face, because we have rebelled against thee. We have rea
son to be deeply abased when we come into thy presence, and think

of all our past ingratitude, and unbelief, and disobedience. Wehave
forfeited all claim to thy favor, and have no reason whatever to show
why sentence against our evil works should not be executed speedily .

God bemerciful to us sinners. For the sake of thine own dear Son,
look upon us in mercy, and not in wrath. Behold , O God , our shield ,
look upon the face of thine Anointed , and for the sake of him who

died , the just for the unjust, who bore our sins, in his own body, on
the tree, and who has fully satisfied all the claims of a broken law in
our room and stead, pardon all our iniquity, justify us freely, and re
ceive us into the number of thy children . O teach us to hate sin
with a perfect hatred. May the contemplation of all that the Sa.

THIRTY -THIRD WEEK .
[SABBATH MORSING.
490
viour endured on account of it impress us with such a sense of its
enormity, that we may henceforth stand in awe and sin not. May

the love of Christ constrain us to slun resolutely that evil and abom
inable thing which he hates ; and may it be our constant aim to mor

tify every unholy desire , and every inordinate affection, and purify
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and of the Spirit. Remem

bering that we are bought with a price, may it be our ambition to
glorify God in our bodies and our spirits, which are his ; and , as the

living temples of the Spirit,may we seek to be so adorned with all
the graces of personal holiness, as that we may be instrumental in
showing forth the praises of him who loved us, and gave himself for
us. With ourselves, we would beseech thee to be gracious to all our
brethren of mankind , and especially to such as are of the household
of faith. Lord, bless thy church ; save thine inheritance ; feed them

also, and lift them up forever. May a spirit of brotherly love be
more and more manifested among all the followers of the Lamb ; and
may the time speedily come, when the disciples of a common Lord
shall see eye to eye, when all offence shall be removed , and when
there shall be nothing to hurt or to destroy in all God 's holy moun
tain. We desire this evening to lay ourselves down to rest, full of

thankfulness to thee for all the goodness which thou hastmade to

pass before us throughout the past week . O thou who never slum
berest nor sleepest, watch over us during the silentwatches of the
night ; and if thou art pleased to bring us to see the light of another
day - another day of the Son of man - fit us, we beseech thee, for all
the duties of thy holy sabbath . May our hearts be prepared for thy
worship ; and whether engaged in thy service in public or in private,
may we find it to be a good thing for us to draw near unto God, and
to wait upon him in the ordinances of his appointment. Othou
hearer of prayer,hear our evening supplication, blot out all our sins,
and answer us graciously , for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ, our

strength and our Redeemer. Amen .

Thirty - Third Week.
SABBATH MORNING . - PSALM XCIV.

O LORD, the great King, the all-knowing Judge of the world, we
stand in awe of thy righteousness ; with lowly hearts, in the name
of Christ, we do homage before thee. Blessed be thy name that thou

hast made him , even thy beloved Son , and the Son of man, Head
over all things, in all ages, for thy church. Increase our faith in

him , and accept of us, the unworthy, for his sake. How many and
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grievous are our sins ! How ungodly our hearts ! Surely if thy
free mercies prevent not, they will number us with thy foes on the

great day of retribution . O pardon us freely through him who bore
our sins in his own body on the tree : and shed thy love abroad in

our whole heartby the Holy Ghost given to us. How long, O Lord ,
shall the throne of iniquity within us, have fellowship with thee ?
Shall the law of sin in our members, be ever prevailing against the
law of our mind engraven by thy Spirit ? O make thy grace tri
umphant that we may praise thee. Within and without, thy aids

are alike needful to us : along with our infirmity, behold our temp

tations. Innumerable evils compass us about, make thou a way of
escape. Compassionate, O Lord, the cares, perplexities, and sorrows
of our lot ; when our foot slippeth , let thymercy uphold us. Known
it is to thee, if we suffer wrong at the hands of man . Raise up for
us such earthly friends as thou seest meet ; but be thyself, Lord, our
sure defence ; our God, be thou the rock of our refuge. If we have
adversaries, and thou reprove them , yet let it be in mercy ; forgive,

and sanctify, and comfort them too : and whether it be they or we,
let the man be blessed whom thou chastenest. So teach us out of
thy law , that our hearts may rest inwardly from the days of our ad
versity, even while they continue, and may wait with quiet hope,
where thy providence permits, to see the goodness of the Lord anew
in the land of the living. How many of thy benefits, O Lord, do we
daily enjoy !

Thy grace enables us to use as not abusing them : and

as we have here no continuing city, the Lord lead us into the love
of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ. These blessings at
large do thou bestow on all those whom we love and should pray for.

So visit thy whole church and people, so restore this guilty , this ca
lamitous world. Everywhere let the wicked be reproved and con
verted, while thy afflicted servants are delivered and comforted .

Everywhere let every power be abolished that would framemischief
by a law ; and in the coming of thy kingdom , let judgment return

unto righteousness, that all the upright in heart may sing for joy.
Hear, Lord, our prayers, with those of all who love thy name ; and
to thee, in Christ, be glory, now and ever. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALMS xcv. XCVI.

O LORD ! we lift up our souls to thee, the one living and true God,
of whom , and through whom , and to whom are all things. Thou
rulest among the hosts of heaven ; thou bindest in chains the armies

of darkness. The earth is thine, and all that dwell therein . Thou
art in Christ reconciling the world unto thyself, not imputing unto

them their trespasses. O pour down thy Spirit like refreshing rain
upon thy churches, that thy saints may praise thee with their whole
heart,and may publish the glad tidings of great joy among all nations.
Quicken us also by his loving presence in our souls, that we may
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now make joyful mention of thy greatness and glory, of thy wisdom ,
might and goodness incomprehensible. O Lord ! thou art holy,who
would not fear thee ? As sinners we abase ourselves in the dust at
thy feet. But thou takest no pleasure in the death of such ; long
suffering art thou, and slow to anger, forgiving iniquity, transgres
sion , and sin . O pardon our trespasses. In Christ Jesus accept of
us, and bless us in Christ Jesus. Our trust towards thee is alone in

the merits of his obedience unto death , and in the power of his live
ing sovereignty. To the guidance of his truth we surrender our
souls : we devote our whole being to the obedience of his most right.
eous law : we make over the care of all our interests, our earthly
life, our eternal welfare, to the wisdom , faithfulness, and mercy of
his all-disposing Providence. O preserve us steadfast in our alle .

giance to him by the grace of thy good Spirit. Let his wonderful
works, the evidences of his saving might, and of his love that pass.
eth knowledge, be continually before us, lest setting our thoughts on
vanity, satan prevail, to blind , pervert, and harden, and destroy us.
O Lord , how solemn is our state, as placed by thee upon the trial of
our faith and patience ; while thou sittest over us as a refiner of sil
ver, waiting to collect the treasure, and to put the dross away !

Ilave mercy upon us, O God. Thyself undertake for us. Strength
en us with all might, by thine own Spirit, in the inner man . Daily
give us to watch and pray, even as we are daily tempted. Train us
daily to sober self-restraint, and to cheerful service , and when the
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flict; uphold us then, we pray, with the right hand of thy righteous
ness ; then make us more than conquerors through him that loved
us. Thine oath against Israel, They shall not enter into my rest, be
then far from our souls ; and near be thine oath to Abraham , By
myself have I sworn , that in blessing I will bless thee ! Living,
may it be our constant privilege and our delight to praise thee ; and

dying, may our portion be with such as die in the Lord, who rest
from

their labors, and their works do follow them . Hear us, O

Lord, for ourselves, and for kindred friendsand neighbors ; and thus
accept and bless us all, for Christ's sake. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . – PROVERBS XV.

O LORD God, all-wise and almighty, who art ever present through.
out thy creation, upholding, ordaining all things, and working all
things according to the pleasure of thy will; thou art righteous in
all thy ways, and holy in all thy works. A God of truth , and with .
out iniquity , just and right art thou . O how shall we, the children

of folly and of sin , already under just condemnation , present our
selves before thy searching eyes ? From ourselves there is no hope

- -no hope from any creature. Thy mercy, O Lord, through Christ
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Jesus, is our only refuge. Our errors, our trespasses, our stains, our

deserved miseries, are past reckoning . Now would we be low in
thy presence, judging, dooming our own selves ; and encouraged alone
by thy gracious call to the chief of sinners, and by the warrant of thy

express command to all the sons of Adam ,wewould now place all our
trust in him who is freely made unto us of God, wisdom , and right

eousness, and sanctification, and redemption . Blessed be thy name,

that in him we see God manifest in the flesh ! O strengthen us by
thine almighty Spirit, to put off ourselves, and to put on Christ
Jesus, that so thy favor, and not thy frown,may be our portion.
Delivered from our perversity ofmind , and heart, and life, no more,
O God ! let us be the occasions of distress or of sin to those whom

we ought to love ; but actuated by the wisdom which cometh from
above, which is first pure, and then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be

entreated, full of mercy, and of good fruits, without partiality, and
without hypocrisy, let the fruit of righteousness be sown by us in

peace, while we make peace. Bestow what is good of this world 's
prosperity on us and ours, but above all things, let our souls live
before thee, and our inheritance be made sure in thy glorious king
dom . Oshed down, on thy church , the spirit of wisdom and reve
lation in the knowledge of Christ, the Spirit of power, of love, and
of a sound mind ; and increase the numbers, unite the counsels, and

bless the labors of those who publish salvation , until thou make this
land a well-watered garden, thy wasted heritage again a fruitful
field , and the heathen wilderness a vineyard of the Lord . Hear us,
O Lord, hear us, for Christ's sake. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING .-- 1 CORINTHIANS VII.

The law , O Lord ! is perfect, converting the soul; thy testimony,
O Lord, is sure, making wise the simple, the statutes of the Lord
are right, rejoicing the heart ; the commandment of the Lord is
pure , enlightening the eyes ; the fear of the Lord is clean , enduring

forever ; the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
Blessed be thy naine, O God , who condescendest thus to inform the
unworthy. What privilege is equal to ours, who receive not only

the revelation of thy saving mercy in Christ, and of thy holy , just,
and good commandments, but also the counsels and admonitions of
thy fatherly love, not in the words which man 's wisdom teacheth ,

but which the Holy Ghost teacheth ! O may that gracious instruc
tor unite all thy sayings deeply in our hearts. May he enable us to
observe thy law with reverence and godly fear, and apply thy pre
cepts with understanding and prudence to the government of our
lives. O Lord, sanctify us in all our relations one to another.
Forgive our past wanderings and sins. Remove every obstruction
to our spiritual improvement, in the time to come. Have compas

sion on such as are walking in the way of their own hearts, and
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make a mock of thy sacred word. Bring near its truths to them in
power, rebuking their lusts, casting down imaginations, and every
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ. O
let the love of him reign paramount over all our affections. Let the

hope of glory , and not of this world 's good, be the guiding-star of our

conduct through life. Our days are as an hand-breadth ; impress us
with the solemnity of our coming change ; and strengthen us, far
more mightily than ever, to redeem the time. May we do and suf
fer all thy holy pleasure with confidence and joy, knowing, that if
our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a build
ing of God , an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
What are we, O Lord, that thou shouldst hear us ? Pardon the ini.
quity of our prayers, and answer them according to the riches of

thy heavenly compassion and kindness, for the sake of Christ Jesus,
thy Son, our Saviour. · Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING .– PROVERBS XVI.
KNOWING, O Lord , how often and grievously we have offended
and provoked thee to anger by our sins and shortcomings, how mul
tiplied and highly aggravated are our transgressions, and how com
pletely the spirit that is in us lusteth to envy, we would humble
ourselves in the dust before thee, and beseech thee not to visit us
according to our sins, but, in the midst of merited wrath, to remem
ber us in mercy. O we would adore the riches of that mercy which
is over all thy works, and which has been most conspicuously dis
played in the redemption of a lost world . We thank thee that thou
hast brought us within the pale of the visible church, and thatwe
have been trained up from our tenderest years in a knowledge of the
great salvation . O that this knowledge may be blest to each of us.
Quicken our dead natures, influence our cold hearts, subdue our
stubborn wills, and enable us daily to make progress in the divine
life, and in that heavenly wisdom so often commended in the scrip
tures. May we be growing in knowledge, in the knowledge of thy

glorious character and perfections ; of our guilty and fallen condi.
tion ; of our infirmities and weaknesses ; and of the grace and mercy

of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; and of all the precepts and
requirements of thy holy word . And may this knowledge have a
sanctifying influence upon our hearts and lives, leading us no longer

to live unto ourselves, but unto him that died for us and rose again .
And may we be enabled to persevere in the good course on which
we have entered unto the end of life, so that wemay finish our course

with joy, and may be admitted at last into the mansions of bliss.
We pray for all our brethren of mankind that they may be saved,
and that they may be enabled suitably to adorn those stations of
life in which they have been placed. Bless our President and all in

TUESDAY EVENING.]

THIRTY- THIRD WEEK .

495

authority. May they rule in thy fear, and may the nation be estab
lished by righteousness ; and may those who are subject, be subject
not only for wrath , but also tfor
sake. And now that we
n conscience'
r ; matoy wenter
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wewould implore thy protection and blessing. May we be preserved
from danger ; may we be kept from temptation and sin , and be en
abled vigorously and efficiently to perform our several duties.

While diligent in business, may we be fervent in spirit serving the
Lord . And may the love of God the Father, and the grace of the

Lord Jesus Christ, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with
us all, now and for evermore. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . - 1 CORINTHIANS VIII.

O LORD, who is a God like unto thee, who art glorious in thy
holiness, fearful in thy praises, ever doing wonders ? All the gods
whom the nations worship are but dumb idols, stocks and stones,

graven by art and man 's device ; but thou art the living and true
God , the eternal Jehovah, the Creator and Governor of the universe .
All thy works proclaim thine existence and perfections. But we
bless thee that thou hast not sent us to the volume of nature to learn

thy character and perfections, what thou art, and what thou wouldst
have us to be; that thou hast given to us a surer word of prophecy,
to which we do well to take heed, as unto a light shining in a dark

place. We would desire ever to receive with humility and lively
faith all the discoveries of thy word ,whether these respect thy nature
and government, our original and fallen condition , the way of recoy

ery through Jesus Christ, or that eternal life which thou hast pro
vided for thy people in heaven for evermore. We worship thee as
the three-one God, Father, Son , and Holy Ghost, three distinct, co
equal and co-eternal persons in one undivided Godhead . Wewould
not presume to explore the mysteries of thy Being. We receive
with humility the declarations of thine own word ; we believe and
adore. We believe, also, that thou hast made man upright ; but
that he hath sought out inventions ; that he hath fallen, through wil

ful disobedience , from his original purity , and that he is now a child
of wrath and an heir of hell ; that the whole human family have
transgressed , and that there is none righteous, not even one. We
would desire especially to confess and bewail our own sins and im
perfections, our multiplied transgressions, our vain imaginations, our

cold hearts, our stubborn wills. Weacknowledge thatwe have justly
merited thy highest displeasure, and that thou mightest glorify thy
justice in our destruction . But we cry unto thee for mercy ; we

take hold on thy covenant. We believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,
saying, with the disciples, Lord, increase our faith . Lord, we be
lieve ; help our unbeli f. See, then , O God , our shield ; look on the

face of thine Anointed

Blot out our sins as a cloud , and our trans
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gressions as a thick cloud . Write our names in the book of life ,
and give us a right and a title to all the privileges of thine adopted

children . Help us to walk worthy of our Christian profession, to
live soberly , and righteously, and godly, in the world . May we love
all men with a love of benevolence, and our fellow -Christians as
brethren. May we avoid everything thatmight become an occasion
of offence, sacrificing our own feelings and inclinations in smaller
matters, rather than offend one of the least of Christ's little ones.
Wewould pray for the greater unity of the visible church ; that thou
wouldst heal the divisions of Zion ; that Judah may no longer vex
Ephraim , nor Ephraim Judah ; but that all true Christians may be
one in sentiment and affection, even as thou , Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, art one. We thank thee for the mercies of this day, for all
our family and individual blessings. Truly the lines have fallen to

us in pleasant places, and ours is a goodly heritage. Be the friend
of our friends ; reward our benefactors, forgive our enemies. Be
very gracious to all the sons and daughters of affliction . Grant us

thy protection during the night. May we enjoy refreshing sleep,
and enter again , if it be thy holy will, with renewed vigor, on the
duties and occupations of a new day. Guide and protect us by thy

counsel and grace while we are in the body, and receive us all at
last into thy kingdom and glory, through Jesus Christ. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING .– PROVERBS XVIII.
ALMIGHTY and mostmerciful God and Father, we would desire
again , on this the morning of a new day, to encompass our domestic
altar, and to offer thereon the sacrifices of prayer and thanksgiving.

Great art thou, O Lord , and greatly to be feared ; thou art good,
also , and much to be praised ; thy goodness and greatness are un .
searchable . We especially adore thee that thou hast delivered our

souls from spiritual and eternal death. Ever praised be redeeming
love, that mercy has been proclaimed from heaven to guilty man ,

and that a way has been provided for dispensing this mercy in ac
cordance with the perfections of thy nature, with the demands of
justice , and with the interests of thy moral administration ; and that
when neither man nor angel could redeem his brother from destruc
tion, nor offer unto God a ransom for his soul, thou thyself hast pro

vided a ransom ; hast laid help upon one mighty and able to
save ; hast spared not thine own Son, but delivered him up a pro
pitiation and atonement for the sins of mankind. And our souls
would bless thee for the gracious assurance that there is now no

longer any condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not after the flesh , but after the Spirit ; and thatwhosoever believeth
in him is justified from all things, from which he could not be justi.

fied in any other manner. O mostmercifulGod and Father, we be
seech thee to have compassion on us, miserable sinners, and to suffer
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us not to perish utterly, seeing thou hast provided for us redemp
tion in Christ Jesus. O send forth thy Holy Spirit into our hearts
to convince us of sin ; to quicken our dead natures ; to bestow upon

us spiritual life ; to strengthen our faith ; to fill us with patience and
love ; and to produce and perfect within us every Christian grace .
Fill us, above all, with that heavenly wisdom so often commended
in thy holy word , and of which we have this day again been hear
ing. May we be daily searching the scriptures, and acquiring an in
creasing acquaintance with thy revealed will ; and while we thus
look into the glass of the law , may we be changed into the image of
our Master, and become the living epistles of Christ, read and secn
of all men. Help us to adorn our profession of the Christian faith
by devoted attachment to Jesus, and by a life of holy obedience.
Enable us to bridle the tongue, never to murmur against any of the
allotments of thy providence, however adverse and afflictive, and
never to calumniate or reproach any of our fellow -men , however un

worthy may have been their conduct, or however injurious to us.
May we speak the truth every man to his neighbor, and endeavor
always to edify one another, having our conversation with grace,
seasoned with salt. And may we, in all our intercourse with our

brethren, be actuated by a love of integrity and justice , and abhor
whatever is fraudulent and base . May we provide things honest in

the sight of all men ; and make our light so to shine around us, that
others, seeing our good works, may be led to glorify our Father

which is in heaven . And while we set not our hearts on the world ,
nor trust in uncertain riches, and are willing, without a murmur, to
part with our goods at thy bidding, may we be enabled to manifest a

commendable diligence and prudence in themanagement of our af
fairs and in our callings, that we may have enough to supply our
own wants, and also to give to him that needeth .

Fit us especially

for the duties of this day. Wherever we go, may we enjoy thy pro
tection ; and whatever we do, may we do it to thy glory . And may
these our humble prayers be heard and answered, for the sake of

Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . - 1 CORINTHIANS IX.

Most gracious God , we would again approach thee at the close of
this day, confessing our guilt, and imploring thy forgiveness. We

pray that, for Christ's sake, our sins may be forgiven ; that our na
tures may be sanctified ; that our persons and services may be ac
cepted ; and that grace and strength may be imparted to us to know
and obey thy will in all things. O Lord our God , how manifold is

thy goodness to us, thine unworthy creatures, in conferring on us
our being, in preserving our lives, and in showering down upon us
daily unnumbered mercies ! We thank thee for the protection which

thou hast afforded us during this day ; for our bodily health ; for our
32
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mental vigor; for our worldly substance ; for our social comforts ;
for our family blessings. May we not be resting in these creature
comforts , but look beyond them unto thyself, oiir only true and sat

isfying portion . While they are continued with us, may our hearts

'be truly grateful unto thee, the bestower of them . And shouldst
thou see meet, for the trial of our faith and the chastisement of our
spirits, to remove any of them from us, enable us to submit to the

bereavement without a murmur, and suitably to improve the visita
tion .

Butmost of all would we thank thee for thy marvellous love

to our precious and never-dying souls. Greater love hath no man

than this, that a man lay down his life for his friend ; but herein

hath God commanded his love toward us, in that, while we were yet
enemies, Christ died for us. For God hath so loved the world , as to
give for our redemption his only-begotten Son , that whosoever be

lieveth in him should not perish , but have everlasting life. Thanks,
then , eternal thanks, be unto God for his unspeakable gift. Blessed
be he that came in the nameof the Lord to save us. Hosannah to

the Son of David , hosannah in the highest ! For he that is mighty
hath done great things for us ; holy and reverend is his name. O
grant that we all may be partakers of this great salvation ; and
that as we have outwardly assumed the Christian name, we inay
be Christians in deed and in truth. Begin and carry on the work
of grace in each of our souls. May we be born again , created anew
in Christ Jesus unto good works. May we be daily putting off the
old man , with his corrupt deeds, and clothing ourselves with the
new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holi
ness. And O may we be enabled in all things to walk worthy of our

religious profession . And should we be reproached for the sake of
Jesus, or even reviled and persecuted by an ungodly world, may
we take it patiently like our great Master, and like the apostles of
our Lord . Enable us at all times to honor thee with our substance,
and to give liberally for the maintenance of the gospel of Christ at
home, and for its diffusion in heathen lands. And may we be ani

mated to run with ardor our Christian race, and to persevere in
every good work , by a constant regard to the great reward that
awaits us when we shall have finished our labors, and entered into

our rest. O Lord , we beseech thee dispose and enable us so to run
that wemay obtain . Bless the whole family of man . Have mercy
on perishing sinners , and save them ; and enable all who name the

name of Jesus to depart from all iniquity. Be with us this night;

spread thy banner over us, and may it be a banner of protection and
love. And unto the Father, Son , and Holy Ghost, we would ascribe

praise , and blessing, and honor, and glory, now and ever. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING .– PROVERBS XX.
O LORD, thou art a being of spotless purity, and all who shall
dwell with thee forever in heaven must imbibe a resemblance to thy
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character here. Help us to cultivate that purity , which will form a
resplendent proof that we
naan . Keep us from the
and would enslave us to
drunk with wine, wherein

nst bbetter
are pilgrims
a.
etter cCa
iniontravelling
of satar toagaithe
fleshly lusts which war against the soul,
the dominion of satan. May we not be
is excess, but be filled with the Spirit,

striving daily to mortify our members which are upon the earth,

and to bring every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.
Fill us with a spirit of forbearance towards others. Though injured,

may we never breathe any thought of revenge. May we be tender
hearted , forgiving one another , even as God for Christ's sake hath

forgiven us. As the Saviour bore with uncomplaining meekness the
indignities he endured from his enemies, and was, when most con
tumeliously reviled, as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, may we
patiently endure wrongs, knowing that our Father in heaven will in
due time deliver us from all afflictions. Preserve us from all those
injurious actions towards our neighbors which the native selfishness
of our nature would prompt ; and give us that self sacrificing affec

tion towards them which would make us surrender any object, how .
ever dear, by which their well-being may be promoted . May we
yearn over them with all the tenderness of him who wept over im .
penitent Jerusalem , and who, amidst the agonies of the cross, said ,
Father, forgive them , for they know not what they do. May the
samemind be in us which was also in Christ Jesus, who, though he
reposed in the bosom of the Father from all eternity, yet made him .
self of no reputation, and became obedient unto death , even the death
of the cross. When we survey his generous condescension and un .

paralleled humiliation , may we be willing to stoop to any office,
however mean, by which othersmay be benefited, and, if necessary,
even to lay down our lives for them . May we be enabled so to glo
rify God , that others, seeing our good works, may be led to devote
themselves to the service of our Father in heaven. Accept of us
through Jesus Christ, whom thou hearest always. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - 1 CORINTHIANS X .

O LORD, help us to profit by all the diversified experience of thine
ancient people Israel. * Thou didst guide them by a luminous cloud
in all their wanderings, and didst irradiate their camp by night with
a pillar of fire. But thou hast made a more glorious light to beam

upon our nation , in setting before us Christ Jesus as evidently cruci
fied . Thou didst vouchsafe them for many years an unbroken sup

ply of water from the rock of Horeb ; but thou art offering us that
water of which, if a man drink, he will never thirst. Heavenly
manna is lying in profusion around us, and we have only to stoop

down and gather it up. But we have abused our mercies, and made
the very goodness which should incite us to repentance an encour
agement to sin . Thou hast borne us, and carried us, and in every
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stage of our journey astonished us with tokens of forgiving love,
when we have expected nothing but vengeance for our manifold

sins; and yet we have not rendered unto thee according to the good
ness we have received . Our whole lives present a melancholy con

trast between thine abundantcompassion and our ingratitude. They
furnish us with an innumerable series of vast benefits, followed by a

train of backslidings. Neither mercies, nor warnings, nor judgments,
nor privileges, have produced on us that durable influence they were
calculated to effect. Yet, although we deserve new rebukes and cor

rections, and might justly be brought low for our iniquity, thou art
willing to deal with us not according to our trespasses, but according
to the multitude of thy tender mercies. We thank thee that we
have one greater than Moses to stand in the breach for us; behold
our shield ; look on us in the face of thine Anointed . We rejoice to
think he ascended up on high that he might lead captivity captive,

and receive gifts even for the rebellious, that God the Lord might
dwell among them . As rebellious sinners we would implore the
favors he has purchased for such as we are. We are indeed dogs ;
but dogs such as we are may eat of the crumbs which fall from our
Master's table. Feed us with the living bread that came down from
heaven ; pardon all our iniquities ; receive us graciously , and love
us freely, for Christ's sake. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING .— PROVERBS XXII.
O LORD, thou art the Father of light, with whom there is neither
variableness nor shadow of turning. Give us strength to discharge
the many arduous duties incumbent upon us here . It hath pleased
thee, that in Christ all fulness should dwell ; may we obtain from
his exhaustless stores enough to supply our wants, and arm us with
vigor for all the difficulties and temptations before us. We have
evil hearts that indispose us for all that thou requirest, and an evil
enemy who is ready to inflame our: corruption . Assist us in our

spiritual warfare . When we would do good, evil is present with us,
but thou canst make the worm Jacob thrash themountains, and beat
them as chaff ; thou delightest to make thy strength perfect in our
weakness. We rejoice to think that our elder brother is seated on

the throne of the universe , that he is touched with a feeling of our

infirmities, and that having suffered , being tempted, he is able to
succor those that are tempted. We plead that, for his sake, we may
be strengthened with all might by thy Spirit in the inner man ; that
our faith be like that of the just, resembling the morning light that
shineth more and more unto the perfect day. We are bowed down

by many depressing infirmities, we are encumbered with a burden
of sin , which makes us exclaim , O wretched man that I am , who
shall deliver me from the body of this death ? butwe rejoice to think

be can give us a victory over the dominion of sin ; he can give us
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the faith which works by love, and purifies the heart, and overcomes

the world . Wedelight to know that he camenot only that we might

have life, but that wemight have it more abundantly ; he has prom
ised us such abundant communications of grace, that out of us shall

flow rivers of living water. Wewould rest on these declarations, in
full confidence that what thou hast promised, thou art fully able to
accomplish . Make us triumphant in all our conflicts with the pow .

ers of darkness, and bring us finally to the rest that remaineth to

the people of God, for Christ's sake. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . — 1 CORINTHIANS XI.
O LORD, help us to be followers of those who, through faith and
patience, are inheriting the promises. Thou hast set before us a
cloud of witnesses, who, though naturally encompassed with the

same frailties as ourselves, have soared above the temptations and
snares of this life, and who, in the most arduous situations, have

been more than conquerors over every enemy. Help us, like them ,
to follow the Lamb ofGod whithersoever he goeth. We thank thee
for those sacred ordinances, such as the sacramental supper, by which
our faith is quickened , our hope is enlivened , and our preparedness
for heaven advanced. But we have to lament that we have often
defiled the most hallowed institutions with our abominable lusts ;

we have carried them like foul ill-omened birds into the house of
God, and resembled the disciples of Christ, who, on the very night
of the last passover, were betrayed into an unseasonable contention
as to which of them should be the greatest. Pardon the sins of our

holy things ; for they form a peculiar aggravation of our other trans
gressions, and withdraw not from us those religious privileges which

we have despised ; in wrath remember mercy: Thou didst dwell
among the Israelites in the wilderness, by a visible symbol of thy

presence for forty years,and though their provocations were heinous,
thou didst never withdraw from them that endearing pledge of thy
favor : their murmurings, their contempt of thine authority, did not
make thee forsake them . And, Lord, leave not us ; though thou
mayest visit our iniquities with rods, and our transgressions with
stripes, take not thy loving-kindness from us, nor suffer thy faithful.
ness to fail. Vouchsafe still to bear with us ; and finally, conduct
us to that world where we shall be freed from all remains of that sin

which provokes thee to hide thy face from us; for Christ's sake.
Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . – PROVERBS XXIV .
FATHER of lights, from whom cometh down every good and every

perfect gift, send forth thy light and thy truth, and enable us to walk

502

THIRTY-THIRD WEEK .

(SATURDAY EVENING

therein . O give us the wisdom that is from above, thatwemay
fear thee, and depart from evil, and do thy will continually . Lead
us to the rock that is higher than we; and there may we have a
resting place, secure from every weapon formed against us. Cleanse

our souls from sin, in the blood of sprinkling, and let the Spirit of
grace work effectually in us, that the enemy and the avenger may
have nothing against us. Preserve us from all evil affections, and
lead us in the way of righteousness and life . Let envy, and fretful
ness, covetousness, and revenge, the love of evil society , and of them
that are given to change, and to sloth, and wickedness, be far from
us. Give us prudence to manage our affairs with discretion , and di.

rection in all the difficulties of our state . May our hearts be soften

ed and freed from selfishness, that we sympathize with the afflicted,
and deliver the needy and distressed, aswe have opportunity. May
we have faithfulness and firmness to discourage transgressors in their

wickedness, and to be helpers to the righteous in every labor of love
and godliness . Enable us to render to all their dues ; tribute to
whom tribute is due, custom to whom custom , fear to whom fear,
honor to whom honor ; and to owe no man anything, but to love

and serve him . May the same mind be in us which was in Christ,
whose meat it was to do thy will, and finish the work for which he
came into this world . Whether we eat or drink , or whatsoever we
do, may we do all to thy glory, and be, at last, admitted to thy pres

ence on high, there to be blessed forever. May these blessings be
also given to all for whom we should offer up our prayers at thy
throne. Be very gracious to our rulers, and all in lawful authority

in the land, and the whole body of the people. Bless the church
established amongst us, and may it long be distinguished for the
purity of its doctrines and discipline,and the faithfulness and success

of its pastors and people, in everything well-pleasing in thy sight.
Let thy blessing also rest on other churches that walk in Christ Je
sus, and maintain the truth as it is in him . Remove all error and

corruption from every community of professing Christians, and send
the light of thy gospel over the whole world .

Thy kingdom come;

thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven, for Christ's sake.
Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . — 1 CORINTHIANS XII.
OTHOU who canst enlighten the dark mind, subdue the proud
will, and break the hard heart, be pleased to destroy the natural
man in us, and enable us to feel that we are renewed unto righteous
ness. Give us the manifestation of the Spirit, that we may know
that we are in Christ Jesus, and are members of his body in particu .

lar. For every such evidence of renewing grace in our souls, O
Lord , make us thankful. Enable us to have the temper of mind ,

and the character of life, to which it should lead. May we have
that faith in Christ which takes hold of his finished work, and to
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which, alone, pardon and peace are promised. May we have that
feeling of fellowship towards them that are in Christ which over

comes selfishness, and schism , which keeps the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace, and prompts to brotherly-kindness, and charity,

and every good work . May we honor and aid one another in every
thing pertaining to life and to godliness , that thereby we may be

fellow -workers with all saints, in edifying the body of Christ, and
giving glory to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
May we all, in our several places, and according to our several gifts ,

reverence thine appointments, and attend to the duties assigned to us.
Webless thee, most gracious God , for the protection and direction ,
and manifold mercies which thou hast vouchsafed to us during the
course of the past day's events, and for all our present privileges and
comforts. Watch around our dwelling this night, and let no evil
come nigh unto any one of us. Forgive our sins ; sanctify our

day; and pare our heaone of us. welling this'present

souls ; prepare our hearts for all the duties and enjoyments of thy

day ; and fit us for life, death , judgment, and eternity . May there
be many, too, among our kindred and neighbors, and in all ranks of
life,made partakers of these blessings. May thy ministers and people
have all a portion of heavenly things given to them , suited to the
several departments of service in which they have to labor. May

thy work go on in every land, and in every heart, till all, whom
thou hast appointed unto life, shall be perfected, and gathered together
in Zion above. Let the time come when the whole earth will

be the Lord's, and the dwellers therein his ransomed ones, through
Jesus Christ; so let it be. Amen, and Amen .

Thirty - Funrth Week .
SABBATH MORNING.— PSALMS XCVII. XCVIII.
KING of kings, and Lord of lords, to whom every knee must bow ,
and every tongue confess, how fearful and wonderful are thy works

among the children of men ! Thou reignest over thine enemies in
clouds and darkness, in righteousness and judgment. When thou ta

kest vengeance on them , they are confounded, and tremble, and melt
as wax at thy presence. Thou reignest, also , over them that love thee
in grace and peace. Thou preservest the souls of thy saints, and de

liverest them from the hand of the wicked. Thou givest them light
and direction in times of perplexity and trouble , and fillest their
hearts with gladness . Thou hast done marvellous things in their be
half. Thine own right hand hath won for them the victory over

the enemy ; and the salvation which that victory has made theirs ,
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thou hast openly showed in the sight of the heathen. For all these

things, O Lord , we desire to rejoice, and to sing a new song unto
thee. Our hearts will be glad before thee, and we will make a joy

ful noise to the Rock of our salvation . We bless thee for this day
which thou hast given us to call these wonders of thy mercy to our
remembrance.

O enable us to count it honorable, and to devote it

to thy holy work . May itbe a day of thy right hand, and of delight
to our souls. May it add strength to our hatred of evil, and love of

holiness, and make us walk more determinately by faith , and not by

sight. O deliver us from the pollution, the power, and the punish
ment of sin , through the righteousness of our Redeemer, and the
grace of our Sanctifier ; and may all our sabbaths on earth tend to
fit us the more effectually for the endless sabbath, which the ran .
bomed of the Lord enjoy in heaven . May much bread be cast upon

the waters, and much seed be sown in good ground this day, and
many hungry souls be satisfied with the goodness of thy house.
May all that preach , all that hear, and all that read , thy word , feel
its power, and live as it directs. O send it forth into all lands, and

make thy salvation extend to the ends of the earth . Bless thine
own work everywhere, thatmany may rejoice when thou comest to

judge the world in righteousness, and the people in equity, by Jesus
Christ. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING .— PSALMS XCIX . C. CI.
O LORD, thou art great in Zion, and high above all the people.
Thou sittest between the cherubim in awfulmajesty, executing judg
ment and righteousness in Jacob, and taking vengeance on the sinful
inventions ofmen . When we think of all this, our souls bow down
before thee, and with godly fear we worship at thy footstool. But
thou art also good and gracious, forgiving the sins of thy people,
and answering the supplications which they offer up to thee. Thy
mercy is everlasting, and thy truth endureth forever. O God, thou
hast made us, and not we ourselves. We are thy people, the sheep

of thy pasture. The good Shepherd hath laid down his life for us,
and revived our souls, and led us beside still waters. Our lines have
fallen in pleasant places, in a land of ordinances, where thy word ,

thy sabbaths, and the assemblies of thy people, refresh our souls, and

make our hearts glad. For all these precious privileges we bless
and magnify thy glorious name. We adore and praise thee for all
thy benefits bestowed on us this day, whether in thy house , when
worshipping with thy people, or in our family intercourse, when
speaking of thy wonders of grace to us ; or in our solitude, when

thinking of the numberless mercies we have received at thy hand.
As a family of thy favored ones, grateful for past mercies, we desire
to glorify thee ; and feeling our manifold infirmities, we pray that
thou wouldst enable us to serve thee faithfully in time to come.

MONDAY MORNING.]
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May we daily sing of mercy and judgment unto thee, and behave
ourselves wisely in a perfect way . May we walk within our house

with a perfect heart, and set no wicked thing before our eyes. May

we hate the work of all that turn aside from thee, and cut off from
our fellowship all that do wickedly. May our eyes be on the faith
ful of the land, and our delights with them that serve thee. Let
such dwell with us, that this house may be a Bethel, where thy name

is loved and honored , and thy blessings abound. Let all the dwell
ings, also, in this neighborhood, and throughout the land , and
throughout the whole world , be places wherein thou makest thine
abode. May the sanctifying influences of thy word and sabbaths

be felt even to the ends of the earth. Let thy truths, which have
this day been proclaimed to many, be remembered and made profit

able to them ; and may they be declared and received wherever they
are yet unknown. O let thy kingdom rule over all, and in all, now ,

henceforth , and forever, for Christ's sake. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . – PROVERBS XXVI.

O LORD, pour out upon us, at this time, the spirit of grace and
the spirit of supplications, that we may offer unto thee the prayer
of faith , and obtain the blessings which thou hast promised to thine

acceptable worshippers. May our prayer be set forth before thee as
incense , and the lifting up of our hands as the morning sacrifice.

Webless thee for the mercies of the past night ; that our sleep hath
not been unto death, and our awaking in the world of spirits ; and
that we are the living, the living to praise thee, as we do this day.

We thank thee for the privileges of the Christian sabbath which we
yesterday enjoyed . Thou didst bring us to thy holy temple, and
make us joyful in thy house of prayer. May the solemn impressions
then made not terminate with the day of sacred rest. May we carry
the spirit of the sabbath with us into the other days of the week ,
and seek to have them all leavened with its heavenly influence.

May we remember, when we go forth into the world, that we have
been on themount with God ; and though we have now descended
from it, may our faces still shine, and may men take knowledge of

us that we have been with Jesus. We beseech thee, heavenly Fa

ther, to grant unto us the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of Christ, and to enlighten the darkened eyes of our un
derstanding. We confess that folly is bound up in our hearts, and

frequently manifests its influence in our lives. Deliver us from its
fatal dominion , and lead us to cry after knowledge, and lift up our
voice for understanding. May we repose no confidence in our own

wisdom , but seek for thatwisdom which cometh from above. May

we beware of sinking into a state of lukewarmness and spiritual in
difference, sporting ourselves with our own deceivings, and lulling
our souls into the slumbers of spiritual death . In our intercourse
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with our fellow -men , may we walk in wisdom towards them that are
without, and be preserved from the malice and the calumnies of the

ungodly . Or if we must endure griefs, suffering wrongfully, may we
consider him that endureth such contradiction of sinners against
himself, lest we be wearied and faint in ourminds. Wewait for thy
salvation, O Lord ; and we entreat that it may be the portion of
every member of this family , of all with whom we stand connected,
and of all whom we should bear upon our hearts when we approach

thy throne. When we rise from thy footstool, may we not be es

tranged from thy gracious presence . Compass us with thy favor as
with a shield ; and in thy name may we rejoice all the day. May
the Lord deliver us from every evil work , and preserve us unto bis
heavenly kingdom . To him , with the Son , and the ever-blessed

Spirit, be glory forever and ever. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . — 1 CORINTHIANS XIII.

ETERNAL and ever-blessed God, look down from heaven, the
habitation of thy holiness and of thy glory, upon us who are kneel.

ing this evening before thy throne of grace . To thee belongeth
righteousness ; but unto us shame and confusion of face, because we
have sinned against thee. Blessed be thy name, that, notwithstand
ing our helplessness and unworthiness, thou hast not cast us off ut

terly and forever, but hast revealed to us a glorious Saviour and a
great salvation, and hast proclaimed thyself as just, and yet the jus

tifier of him that believeth in Jesus. Forbid that any of us should
receive thy grace in vain , or that we should refuse to close with the
offers of a beseeching Saviour. If we have been enabled to receive

Christ Jesus the Lord , may we walk in him , rooted and built up in
him , and established in the faith as we have been taught. And when
we put on the breastplate of faith and love,may we take for an hel.

e of salvatigh steadfast, and enter,they may ever

met the hope of salvation. May the hope set before us be the anchor
of our souls, sure and steadfast, and entering in within the veil.
Grant that while our faith and hope fail not, they may ever work by

love. May the love ofGod be shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost given unto us. And may we purify our hearts in obeying the
truth through the Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the brethren , and

thus know that we have passed from death unto life. Under the
influence of this spirit of love, we would make intercession for all our
brethren of mankind. Let thy way be known upon the earth , and

thy saving health among all nations. Have mercy upon thine
ancient people , who are still beloved for the fathers' sakes, and re
move the veil from their hearts. May thy name soon be great

among the Gentiles, from the rising of the sun unto the going down
of the same. And may thy Spirit be poured out upon the churches

in copious effusion. Remember our absent relations and friends.

May great grace, mercy, and peace, be multiplied unto them all.

CUESDAY MORNing.)
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Draw near to the afflicted. Comfort those who seek for repose in
vain , and are full of tossings to and fro until the dawning of the
day. Protect us during the hours of darkness and silence. May no
evil befall us, no plague come nigh our dwelling. And when that
night comes when we shall lie down to awake not again till the
heavens be no more, Lord, grant that we may sleep in Jesus, and be
satisfied when we awake with thy likeness. These our supplications
we present before thee in the name of our Redeemer, and for his
sake we beseech thee to send us an answer of peace, and the glory
shall be thine for evermore. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . - PROVERBS XXVII.

O LORD, thou art from everlasting to everlasting God. Thy years
are throughout all generations. But as for man his days are as
grass , and as a flower of the field he fades away. Weknow not

what a day may bring forth : for our times are entirely in thy hand.
Weare consumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath are we troubled.
Lord, teach us then to know our end, and the measure of our days,
that we may know how frail we are. Suffer us not to hold things
transient as with an immortal grasp . May we not have our only
portion in this life . May we be content with the allotments of thy
providence, and feel that the least of all thy mercies exceeds our de
servings. Teach us implicit submission to thy will, however trying

thy dispensationsmay be. Let it not be said of us, Thou hast strick
en them , but they have not grieved : thou hast consumed them , but
they have refused to receive correction . May we humble ourselves

under the mighty hand of God , that he may exalt us in due time.
Alas ! wemust confess that we have provoked the infliction of thy

Aplears!hawvee fmouldlgomweanttss.. eFforvanwiety,hanvdeprhoavoked

righteous judgments . For we have misimproved our privileges.
We have followed after vanity, and have become vain . Wehave

loved the praise ofmen more than the praise of God. We have not
delighted as we ought, in holding communion with thy people ; and
unfrequent has been our fellowship with the Father, and with his
Son Jesus Christ. Instead ofmounting up with wings as eagles, we
have been contented to grovel in the dust. Our love soon waxes
cold . Our faith becomes feeble and ready to expire. Our affections

are entangled with the things of time. A multitude of vain thoughts
rush tumultuously into our minds. The adversary obtains an ad
vantage over us. And by our secret transgressions, and sinful con
formity to the world, we estrange our souls from thee. But, Lord ,

we would return unto thee, though we have fallen by our iniquity.
Wewould plead the merits of thy Son for the pardon of our guilt.
We implore the aids of the Holy Spirit to strengthen us in the hour

of temptation . May we instantly comply with his holy suggestions ;
and surrender our whole souls to him with unresisting acquiescence.
As we are now about to mingle with the world , do thou keep us
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from the evil. May we be diligent in business, fervent in spirit,
serving the Lord. May every member of this family, and all our
beloved relations and friends, be members of the household of faith .
May we all walk with God on earth , that we may dwell with him
forever in heaven . All that we ask , and all that we hope to obtain ,

is for the sake of Jesus, our strength and our Redeemer. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . – 1 CORINTHIANS XIV.

WE adore thee , O Lord, as the omnipotent and omniscient Jeho- .
vah : as the searcher of the hearts, and the trier of the reins of the
children of men . At all times we are surrounded by thy presence,

and subjected to the piercing gaze of thine omniscience : but es

pecially are we naked and open to the eyes of thee with whom we
have to do, when we approach thee in the exercises of worship , and

advance into the sanctuary, when thou who dwellest between the .
cherubim shinest forth to thy people. May we take heed to our
selves that we offer not strange fire which thou hast not commanded ,

lest thou shine forth to us in terrible majesty, and consumethe offer :
ers instead of accepting of the offering. Realizing thy presence,may
we lie low in the dust of which we were made, acknowledging our

weakness, and our vileness. But while overwhelmed with a sense
of our unworthiness and guilt, may we be cheered by beholding thy
glory as it shines in the face of Jesus ; and be enabled to feel that

in him thou art reconciled ; so that we who were once afar off, are
now made nigh by the blood of Christ. And having thus liberty of
access to thee at all times,may we value more than we hitherto have

done, the ordinances of thine appointment. In them may wemeet

with the Saviour, and be satisfied with his goodness. May we even
pray with the spirit, and with the understanding also. As new -born

babes, may we desire the sincere milk of the word , that we may
grow thereby . May nothing be done through strife or vain -glory,
but in lowliness of mind . May we thus become strong in faith ,

abound in hope, and have the flame of divine love not only kindled
within us,but rendered more bright,and glowing, and unquenchable.
Prosper thy cause, we beseech thee, in our native land. Give us a

season of refreshing from thy presence. Send a plenteous rain to
confirm thine inheritance when it is weary. Pour out thy Spirit

upon all flesh . Turn
fulness of the Gentile
Advance thine own.
languishing and pain .

away ungodliness from Jacob. Bring in the
nations. Let satan 's kingdom be destroyed .
Be gracious to those who are laid on beds of
May all who are near and dear to us partici.

pate in thy favor. Accept of our thanksgivings for the mercies of
the past day . When we are sunk in unconscious slumber, may the

angel of the Lord encamp around our dwelling, and do thou, who
neither slumberest nor sleepest, watch over us, and bless us. And
pow unto the Father, the Son , and the Holy Ghost, we ascribe the

praise, and the glory, world without end. Amen.

WEDNESDAY MORNING.]
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WEDNESDAY MORNING . – PROVERBS XXVIII.

O God most holy , incline our hearts unto thy worship in the name
of Jesus Christ, the only Mediator between God and man. Heavenly
Father, direct our thoughts and our words by the promised Spirit,
helping our infirmities. Blessed art thou , O God. In thy presence
is fulness of joy ; and out of the river of thy pleasures hast thou
given a portion to the creatures of thine hand . Even in our fallen

condition here, thou daily loadest us with thy benefits, while thy

word telleth us that we are departed far from thee , and have pro
voked thine anger, and are visited by thy corrections for our many

sins. Wemust own thee to be just, in causing vanity and vexation
of spirit to be mingled with our present state ; yea, we have cause to
say, Great is thy long- suffering and patience. It is of thy mercies
that we are not consumed, and because thy compassions fail not.

Thou, O God, mightest justly have left us to perish in our sins. Yet
thou art giving us warning to turn away from evil, and thou art giv

ing us counsel that thou mightest bring us unto good . Praise be
unto thee, who thereby provest unto us thy fatherly love, and show
est unto us that thou hast no pleasure in the death of the wicked , but

rather that he should turn unto thee and live. How much more
have we cause to exalt thy name for that way of access now opened

up by the Saviour, so that the sinner might be brought back to thee.

Thou hast not suffered the weight of our sin to fall on our own head ;
but thou hast laid the iniquity of us all on him who came to take

away the sin of the world. Through him thy long-suffering waiteth
to lead us unto repentance. Through him thy grace inviteth us to
reconciliation , and the gift of righteousness, and sanctification , and
eternal life ; nevertheless, if left to ourselves, we cannot believe in
thy good -will toward us, nor can we accept thine offered gifts. O
give unto us the Spirit. Letourhearts be melted by his power, that
wemay abhor ourselves and repent in dust and ashes — that we may

know the love of Christ constraining us. Then shall thy command
ment be no longer grievous unto us ; but we shall delight in all thy
counsel, leading us in the way of holiness, and turning us away from
all manner of iniquity ; and whether we eat or drink , or whatsoever

we do, we shall do all to the glory ofGod. We desire to thank thee

for thy goodness in bringing us to a new day. Take us under thy
care. Preserve us from all evil. Keep us back from all sin , not

only as fearing thine anger, but also as trusting in thy goodness and
loving-kindness. Be thou near unto all that seek thee and the glory

of thy kingdom , strengthen their hearts by faith in thy promises, and
let the works of righteousness and peace be multiplied. Give a
Spirit of grace and supplications to all that are in sickness and

trouble, and make them to know thy compassions. Regard not our
unworthiness. Take away our iniquities. Hear, and answer us in

peace, for the sake of Christ Jesus. " Amen ,
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WEDNESDAY EVENING . — 1 CORINTHIANS XV . 1 – 34 .

Thou, O God, alone art worthy to be adored who hast life in thy:
self, and with whom is the fountain of life . By thy power, at the
first, was man made a living soul. By his own sin , who was the

covenant head of human kind , came death which hath reigned over
all. How dark hath been its reign over the children ofmen ! How
grievous the bondage unto which many have been subject all their
lifetime through the fear of it ! How unutterable its terrors, as it
leadeth downward to that second death which is in weeping and

wailing, and gnashing of teeth ! We desire to abase ourselves be
fore thee, and to acknowledge that such is, by nature, our inherit
ance ; and that except thy good -will towards us prevent, such will
be, ere long, our portion . May our souls be stirred up unto the
trembling that becometh us. May we be moved to ask with un .
feigned earnestness, What must we do to be saved ? Thanks be to
thee, O Lord God , that thine own word doth encourage us to look to
thee for help . Of old thou didst promise that the serpent and his
work should be destroyed . In the fulness of the times thou hast
given the deliverer Christ Jesus, that he, by tasting death for every
man, might destroy death and him

that had the power of death .

Blessed are they who believe on him . They find in Jesus, the sec

ond Adam , a quickening Spirit having power to give life to as many
as he will. They look unto him , the Prince of life , who suffered
and died, and rose again and revived , that he might become the au .
thor of eternal life to as many as believe on his name. O make us
to be partakers with such , that we may live and not die . Behold we
are yet in the place of hope, and we are invited to come unto Jesus
who is the resurrection and the life . We have the promise not only
of pardon and of renewing grace, but also of life complete in the

likeness ofhim who was dead and is alive again , and liveth for ever
more.

Suffer us not to provoke thee to anger by unbelief.

Let us

not doubt either thy good -will, or thy power, to glorify thyself in
saving us to the uttermost. But yielding to thee in faith unfeigned ,
and in repentance not to be repented of, may we wait to be filled

with all the fulness of God ; according to thy good pleasure which
thou hast purposed in thyself, and according to the power that work .

eth in thy people, exceeding abundantly above all that they ask or
think. Be pleased, O Lord, to glorify thy word in this place and
neighborhood, and in our land , and among the nations of the earth.
Bring again the children of Abraham from their unbelief, to honor
Jesus as Lord and Christ.

Take us, and all that are dear to us, un

der thy keeping. Accept, in the name of Jesus, whatsoever thou
hast enabled us to do this day according to thy will. Blot out our
offences and shortcomings. Watch over us in the night. And in

cline us by thy grace from evening to morning, and from morning to

evening, to be committing our souls unto the Saviour's hands, so that
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when he cometh wemay be found watching, and may be accepted in
him the Beloved . Hear us in his name, and answer us graciously
for his sake. Amen

THURSDAY MORNING. – PROVERBS XXIX.
HEAVENLY Father, it becometh us to adore thee as the only wise
God, of whose understanding there is no searching. It becomes us,
also, to abase ourselves before thee, because we are of yesterday, and
know nothing. May we be brought to thy word , given to us to
make known thy will ; and let the convictions, the desires, and the
purposes stirred up in us by the reading and hearing of it, bring forth
in our lives the fruits of righteousness. O may a sense of thy power
and great glory dwell in our hearts, that wemay fear to offend, and
may say to each temptation , How shall I do this wickedness, and sin
against God ? Then should we escape from the snares of evil, and
be delivered from many sorrows; then should we also lay hold on

much good that is now passing away from us, or hid in the earth as
a talent bringing no increase. But how , O God most holy, shall our

hearts be brought into theexercise of such love towards thee? They

are by nature enmity to thee ; that enmity is increased by multiplied
transgressions, so that ofttimes we remember God and are troubled.
We would do good, and evil is present with us. We own the com

mandment to be holy, and just, and good, while yet it is grievous to
us, and we are ready to cry out, O wretched , who shall deliver us
from the body of this death and inward corruption . Ever blessed
be thy name, o God and Father of the Lord and Saviour Jesus

Christ. Thou hast brought unto us salvation in him . In him thou
dost draw unto thyself a people loving thee, because thou first lovedst
them .

Thou makest them to know the love of God shed abroad in

their hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto them ; and by the power
thereof they are enabled to say, Thanks be to God who giveth us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Make us partakers with
them . Let Christ Jesus be made unto us wisdom , and righteous

ness, and sanctification, and redemption , and we shall know that the
faith which is in him is indeed the overcoming of the world . Mul.

tiply , O Lord , the number of those throughout the earth who shall
become monuments of the riches of thy grace, their good works

putting to silence the ignorance of the foolish . Let thy word have
free course and be glorified, till the kingdoms of this world become
the kingdoms ofGod and of his Anointed , and the children of Israel

be brought in with the fulness of the Gentiles. Refresh our native
land with the influence of thy grace. Dwell in our house with thy
blessing. Keep what concerneth us, and all who are dear to us.
Preserve them by thy mighty power through faith unto salvation .
Preserve us this day in thr fear. Ļet our going out and our coming

in be directed and blessed by thee; and if thou bring us unto the
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evening, may we have to present unto :hee some fruits of obedience
to thy praise. All that we ask is in the name of Christ Jesus our
intercessor. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . — 1 CORINTHIANS. XV. 35 –58.
Lift our souls unto thee, O God , and teach us to bless thee, who
art become our salvation . Great is thy faithfulness who keepest
covenant and mercy even to them who trust in thee. Hast thou
spoken , and shalt thou not do it ? has often been the language of thy

people in the days when they waited on thee. How much more
doth it become us to joy in thee, O God and Father of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ ! In him thou hast visited thy people with a

salvation exceeding great, even the abolishing of death , the spoiling
principalities and powers, and making a show of them openly , tri
umphing over them . Thou permittest us to see, in the risen Saviour,
the first-fruits of them that sleep, the earnest of redemption , from
the power of the grave, for all that are given unto him . O suffer
not our faith to fail because of the greatness of the promises . Incline
us, in the spirit of the little child , to believe, because the Lord hath
spoken it ; and to say, in the name of Jesus, Be it unto us, O Lord ,
according to thy word . Leave us not, therefore, to look only at the

sinfulness and transgressions that cover us, and call down thy right
eous vengeance, that render us unworthy of the grace and glory
promised. But enable us also to look unto Jesusbecoming poor, that

hemightmakemany rich ; magnifying the law ,that hemightdeliver
many from its curse ; making himself an offering, that through suf

ferings he might be perfect as a Captain of salvation . And let our
souls be strengthened by faith in him , to joy in God, through the
atonement, as a just God and a Saviour, when , in the name of Jesus,

many souls are made rich in the gift of eternal life, when many sons
and daughters are brought unto glory, and when the redemption of
soul and body from all the effects of sin and death shall cause them
to say, O death ! where is thy sting ? O grave ! where is thy vic
tory ? Thanks be unto thee, O Lord, that it is so preached unto us.

Help usby the Holy Spirit given unto us so to believe. Called with
such an hope, may we never cease to feel that it is an high and holy
calling ; and may this be the testimony of our conscience, that it

moveth us to diligence in laying aside every weight, and the sin that
doth so easily beset us, and may it stir us up to be reaching daily
after the things that are before , perfecting holiness in the fear of the
Lord. Visit the sons and daughters of affliction , and all such as

draw nigh to death . Bring unto them the comfort of this gospel of
the resurrection and the life eternal. Speak peace to the hearts of

those who are still subject to bondage through fear of death . Look
in thy compassionson the dark places of the earth where death reigns.
Let the light of the Sun of righteousness speedily shine unto them .
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Make the children of Abraham to see the glory of him who re
deemed from the power of the grave. Take away our unworthi
ness. Look on the face of thine Anointed ; and for his sake keep
us now , henceforth, and forever, and do in us, and by us, exceeding

abundantly above all that we can ask or think ; and to Father, Son,

and IIoly Spirit, be glory now and forever. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . - PROVERBS XXX.

O ALMIGHTY God,wewould this morning approach the footstool
of thy throne with our earnest supplications, in the all-prevailing
name and merits of Jesus Christ. We bless thee for the gracious

preservation we have experienced during the past night, and would
desire to have on our minds a deep sense of our dependence on
that kind providence, of whose beneficent care we are generally un
conscious, and always unworthy . Called as we have been, by thy

free mercy, to the knowledge of the gospel, we would earnestly be
seech thee that, through thy grace, we may be enabled to see our
natural darkness with respect to the truths of salvation , and our nat
ural inability to do thy holy will, and that, by thy grace, we may be
led to the foot of the cross, to look in faith on him whom we have

pierced , and behealed . We would bless thee with our whole hearts,
for the many blessings that surround our lot. Teach us, O Lord, in
whatever state we are, therewith to be content.

Renewed by grace,

may we be enabled to devote our faculties to thy glory and the ben

efit of our brethren of mankind ; and regarding time in the light of

eternity , may we, by the teaching of the Spirit, know , savingly and
to profit, the truth, that now is the accepted time, and now is the day
of salvation . Through thy grace may webe led to make a daily pro

gress in Christian holiness, in controlling our appetites and passions,
and in loving our brethren , especially such as are of the household
of faith. Grant that the love of Christ constraining us, we may

count it our privilege to devote to thy service, and the cause of the
Saviour, a portion of our substance as God hath prospered us. O
God and Father of our Lord and Saviour, we pray for a blessing on

the preaching of the truth everywhere, that it may go forth conquer
ing and to conquer. We pray for the poor and the afflicted, that

they may be the poor in spirit, and that they may have thee for their
comforter. We pray for the members of this household , that they

may be enlightened by the Spirit with that wisdom which maketh
wise savingly and to profit, and guided by thy grace through the
paths of this deceitful world . Throughout this day, O Father of
mercies, would we commend ourselves to thy protection . May the
arms of thy love be ever about us. And having on our minds an
abiding sense of thy holy presence, by thy grace may we be enabled
to spend this day to thy glory. And all we ask and hope is for the
sake of Jesus Christ. Amen .
33
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FRIDAY EVENING . — 1 CORINTHIANS XVI.
O THOU who in Jesus Christ hast declared thyself to be the hearer
of prayer, pour out, we beseech thee, into our cold hearts the spirit

of supplication, that we may worship thee in spirit and in truth .
Wewould bless thy holy name that, at the close of another day, we
are permitted to praise thee in the land of the living and the place
of hope. But, o God, who art the searcher of hearts, how little have
we had thee in our thoughts ! How deeply must we lament our
coldness in thy service, and our warm interest in the follies and un .
satisfying vanities of this world ! O how little have we communed
with thee ; how seldom have our meditations been of the blessed

Saviour ! and how little have we feared to grieve the Spirit ! (

Lord, help thou our unbelief. O may thy grace be made sufficient
for us, that we may be entirely delivered from the evil heart of un

belief, from the influences exercised by a corrupting world . May
Christ subdue our souls unto himself. We pray, O Lord, that the
Spirit of truth may work in us the deepest sense of our gospel priv.

ileges, the strongest impression of the awful responsibility under
which they have been bestowed, and of the heavy obligation under
which we are bound to improve them in thy strength , to thy glory ,

and to the benefit of the souls of men . We bless thee, O Lord, for

the blessing of a faithful ministry of the gospel. O for the sake of
thy beloved Son , command thy blessing on thy servants who are
proclaiming the message of salvation . O Father of mercies, enter
not into judgment with us for the sins and short-comings of the day

that is about to close ; but may they be blotted out in the blood of
the Lamb. God forbid that we should be deceiving ourselves into

the belief that we are among the number of thy people, while we
are making to ourselves other lords and other saviours than the
Lamb that was slain from the foundation of the world . O Lord,

shield us while we rest this night. If it be thy will that we shall
behold the light of another day, may it find us prepared for thy ser.
vice. Hear us in Christ. Amen.

SATURDAY MORNING . - ECCLESIASTES I.

Most merciful God ! who hast spread thy covering wings around
us during the silence of the night, we would again address to thee

the voice of thanksgiving — that while many have been summoned
to judgment, thou art still lengthening out our days of preparation .
While we bless thee for all thy temporal mercies, above all would
we bless thee that we know that Jesus Christ hath died to save sin
ners. Fallen and guilty as we are, by nature the children of wrath .
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yet, through the work of the Spirit,may we be enabled to lay all
our burden on him who ismighty, and willing, and able to save unto

the uttermost. We bless thee, O Lord, that our lot has been sur
rounded with innumerable advantages, and that we have so many
encouragements to the improvement of our faculties. May we then

be enabled, by thy grace, to devote them to thy glory, and putting
far from us the fleshly mind which puffeth up , cling to the wisdom

which maketh wise to everlasting life. Cast down every vain im
agination and thought that exalteth itself, and every presumptuous
and impious work in aught but the perfect work of Jesus Christ.
May our hearts be satisfied with the fulness of his love, and our
souls be filled with the peace of God which passeth all understand .
ing ; and may we be made to taste the stability and happiness of
those who, justified by his blood , and sanctified by the Spirit, are

become members of thy family. This day would we commit and
commend ourselves to thy gracious care and protection . Shield us

by thy providence, guide us by thy grace, enable us to devote this
day to thy service. May we ever find thee at our right hand, and
at our left. May we be enabled to look up unto thee in the dis
charge of every social and private duty , and be deeply impressed
with a sense of our responsibility . Abandon us not unto ourselves.

Grant an answer in peace to our imperfect supplications, and do unto
us abundantly above what we can ask or think , for the sake of him
whom thou hearest always. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . — 2 CORINTHIANS I.
ALMIGHTY God ! who wast, who art, and who art to come, we
would lift our souls in grateful acknowledgments unto thee, that we
have this day received so many tokens of thy love and mercy . O
may we, through thy grace, be enabled to remember the rapid flight
of that time which is fast hurrying us into eternity ; and to look for
ward with joy to that eternity , as purchased for us by the blood of
Jesus Christ. Father of our spirits, our earnest supplication at the

footstool of thy throne of grace is, that the warmest love of Christ
may be kindled in our souls. Ohow cold have our hearts hitherto
been towards that Saviour, who, while we were yet sinners, gave

himself for us. O thou, before whom our secret thoughts are open,
well doth it become us to tremble, when we reflect how little we
have loved the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and in truth . Grant,

O Lord, we beseech thee, that the wonders of redeeming love being
continually made present to our minds by the influences of divine
grace, wemay feel our hearts animated with the liveliest affection

towards him whose love passeth knowledge. May we be enabled to
show it forth towards all the members of Christ's body, and to make

it manifest, that we regard it as our privilege to dedicate ourselves
to thy blessed service. O Lord, by thy grace may weguard against
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that hypocrisy, which, professing to love the Lord Jesus Christ, is
indifferent to the great interests of the gospel, and the salvation of

souls. O may the iniquities of this day, and of the week, not be re
membered against us. And having the Spirit of supplication poured
out upon us, may we be enabled more diligently to watch, and more
fervently to pray, that we enter not into temptation . We would de
sire this night to commit ourselves to thy fatherly care, that no evil
thing may come near us to hurt us. If we shall be preserved to an .

other day, a day which thou claimest as thine own, O may our hearts,
through thy grace, be solemnized to its duties. May we go up to
thy house as those who delight in thy courts. And there may we
experience a blessed communion with the Father , and the Son , and

the Holy Ghost. Wespread our supplications before thee. Hear,
in heaven thy dwelling-place, and when thou hearest, forgive, for
Christ's sake. Amen .

Thirty - Fifth Week.
SABBATH MORNING . - PSALM CII.

O LORD, thou art our confidence and our strength , wherefore
should refuge fail us ? Wherefore should the noise of great waters

from without trouble us, and we go mourning all the day ? What
time our souls are overwhelmed and in perplexity , lead thou us to
the Rock that is higher than we, for in the shadow of thy wings will

wemake our refuge, until these our calamities be wholly overpast.
Blessed be thy name it is God and not man we have had to trust
unto, else must we have already been consumed, instead of being
privileged, asthis day, to bow before thee, both at this time, and, as
we hope, in the sanctuary, in the great congregation, at once the
living monuments of the mercy , and, through Christ Jesus the be
loved , the expectants and the sharers of thy grace. Enable us, we

beseech thee, to approach unto thee in faith ; and humbled, deeply
humbled under a sense of our own unworthiness , grant that wemay
find , even at this hour, that there is forgiveness with thee that thou

mayest be feared ; yea, mercy to pardon , and grace to help in every
time of need. Lord, not only would we confess the evil, but we

would deplore before thee the sinfulness of sin , and the miseries at
tendant upon it, as still witnessed , alas ! in our breasts. Our days,
in consequence , are like a shadow that declineth ; we are withered
as the grass because of thine indignation and thy wrath . Yet, O
the comfort of thy covenant children ! Though in wrath, yet to

them thou rememberest mercy. Thou hast pity on Zion . Thou
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shalt appear in thy glory when thou buildest her again . In sadness,
therefore, thou causest us to hope, and in sorrow the souls of thy
people are comforted. Give us grace this day to behold thee in

righteousness, through the righteousness of him who alone in thy
sight is exalted . Let the cry of the destitute come up before thee ;
and looking each of us towards thee as the gracious restorer of Zion 's

children , may Judah rejoice and Israel be glad. Thou, Lord, art
everlasting ; but we are perishing : thou endurest ; but we are of
none abiding. It is of thy great mercy that we have been permitted

to see the light of another returning sabbath . Grant, we beseech
thee, that waiting upon thee this day in the sanctuary , its services
may to us be sweet, and its exercises refreshing unto our souls. And
now to the King eternal, immortal, and invisible,the only wise God,

be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALM CIII.

O LORD our Lord , how excellent is thy name in all the earth !
Thou hast set thy glory above the heavens. Nevertheless, exalted as
thou art in thy heavenly excellency, yet thou condescendest to visit,
and even to dwell, with man upon the earth , so that ourselves can tes
tify of thy goodness,and our own lips show forth thy wondrous praise .
Bless the Lord, then, ( our souls, and all that is within us bless his

holy name; bless the Lord, ( our souls, and forget not all his bene
fits. Adored be thy name thou hast not confined thy grace and
mercy to former generations ; but thy ways made known to Moses

of old , and thine acts to Israel's sons, have not only been extended
unto, but enlarged in our day. Nevertheless, gracious Father, it
becometh us to confess, that these thy mercies we have not appre

ciated, and our privileges in the gospel we have not improved, and
justly mightest thou, in times past,have visited us accordingly. Yet,

blessed be thy name, thou hast not so dealt with us after our sins,
nor so rewarded us according to our iniquities. O that our minds
and hearts may hence be turned toward thee as a merciful Father,

and a kind, and gracious, and compassionate God. May the love
of Christ constrain , may the grace of the Spirit sanctify us, that as
far as east is from the west, so far may be removed our transgressions

from us. Daily art thou reminding us, Lord, of our frailty and mor.
tality, that our daysare as the grass, our lives but as an handbreadth .
O that this consideration may lead us to close the more readily with,

and to cling the faster unto , that refuge which riercy hath provided,
and the gospel hath made sure. We bless thee, Lord, for the op

portunity already enjoyed ofmeeting together this day in thy house
of prayer, and so having the remembrance of thy loving-kindness
renewed to us in the morning. O that wemay be the rather quick
ened thereby to show forth , in turn , thy faithfulness this night.

Take us now , we beseech thee, under the shadow of thy wing ; and
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may all dear unto us equally enjoy the comforts of thy protection
and the sweetness of thy fellowship. Spare thy people, O Lord, and
give not thine heritage to reproach. May the heathen everywhere
speedily come to know and to appreciate thy character ; and may
all that oppose themselves now , soon be made to acknowledge and
to bow before thy power. Hear, Lord, and accept these our humble
prayers. Pardon thou our imperfect services . And all that we

ask , and all that we hope for, is in and through Christ, our strength
and Redeemer.

Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . - ECCLESIASTES II.

ENABLE us, O Lord , to draw near unto thee this morning under a
deep sense of our obligations unto thee, and of our entire depen.
dence upon thee for every needful blessing. None, Lord , but thy
providence can minister unto our necessities, and nothing but thine
abundant grace in Christ Jesus can meet the wants, or fully and ef

fectively supply the exigencies of our souls. O that we had grace
given us to teach us this dependence, and that we might be led
from day to day to give practical proof and demonstration thereof,

by casting ourselves upon thee, and seeking our refuge alone on thy
faithfulness . But, alas ! O Lord, we have not only forfeited thy fa
vor by our sins, but we have thought to satisfy ourselves without it.

We have sought, in this respect, the living among the dead, and
have said, Peace, peace, to our souls, when there could be no peace.
How often and how foolishly have we looked to things without for

that comfort and security which are alone to be found in thee ! We
have said unto ourselves, Lo ! here, and lo ! there, are these to be
found ; but, alas ! we only deceived ourselves ; our foundation was

in the dust, instead of resting with thyself on the holy mountains.
Thy people, in a word, have committed two evils ; we have forsaken
thee, the fountain of living waters, and have been hewing to our.

selves cisterns, broken cisterns, which could hold no water. And
often , O Lord, as we have been deceived thereby, and often as we
have been disappointed through our own devices, still we have had

recourse but to another and another such, neither holier nor better
than any which preceded them , and respecting which we had re
peatedly declared, This also is vanity. True, indeed , our own wick
edness might now well correct us, and our own repeated backslidings
might well reprove us ; yet, alas ! our own experience, in times

past, but too sadly confirms the truth and the testimony of theword,
that without thy teaching, without the convicting, enlightening,

sanctifying influences of thy grace, all is, and will be, ineffectual; alí
doth but end in vanity and in vexation of spirit. We come, there
fore, O Lord, to thee. Lord, we plead with thee, we plead themer
its of him who alone hath merit, and who suffered and died for us,
that we might have access to thee through him ; and instead of say.
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ing, as before, Who will show us any good ? we would make this
the language of our prayer, Lord, do thou, for Christ's sake, lift up
the light of thy countenance upon us. For his sake pardon, and

through his grace help us, and deliveringour souls from evil in time,
be our exceeding great reward throughout eternity. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING .— 2 CORINTHIANS II.

O LORD, thou art the Father of mercies, and the God of consola
tion, in thee will we put our trust. Thou art a refuge for us. Thou
art a holy God, and we will bow before thee with reverence. Thou
art a merciful and compassionate Jehovah , a reconciled Father in
Christ to thy people, and with humble confidence will we approach
unto thy footstool. Blessed be thy name that a way of access hath
thus been opened up, and Jesus offered himself a ransom for us.
Enable us, O Lord, to lay hold upon him in faith . Give us a par
ticipation in his mercy, an interest in his death , and a portion and
a part in his glorious resurrection .

O that the blood of Christ,

which alone can justify,may cleanse us from all our sin ; and that
the Spirit of Christ, which alone can sanctify, may fit and prepare us
for the enjoyment of thee in heaven . Were it not, Lord , that there

is forgiveness with thee, we must ere now have perished in our ini.
quities ; and instead of meeting together at this time around our
family altar, wemight have been reaping elsewhere the portion of

the impenitent and unbelieving, thy mercy forever turned from us,
and our prayer from

thee.

O that this very consideration may be

blessed of thee for the solemnizing of our hearts, for the deepening

of our convictions, and for confirming the obligations under which
we lie to love, honor, and obey thee. May the Holy Spirit himself

help our infirmities; and leading us onward to higher and higher
degrees of advancing holiness, render us at last conformable to thine
own divine image. Let the prayer of the destitute, Lord , be heard ,
the mourner comforted, and the saints ' desire everywhere accom
plished and fulfilled . Bless us, we entreat thee, as a family , and as
inembers of that community, civil and sacred, to which we belong .

May thy name be universally honored, and the sweet savor of Christ
be universally diffused. Take us now ,we pray, under thy preserving
and protecting care. Watch over us, and all dear unto us, for good.
Spare us, if it be thy blessed will, to see the light of a new day.

And prepare us for whatever thou hast prepared for us, and the glory
everlasting be thine own.

Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . - ECCLESIASTES III.
O LORD, our heavenly Father, we draw near unto thee this morn

ing, through the way of thine own appointment, the Lord Jesus
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Christ, and in dependence upon thy blessed Spirit. Wethank thee
for thy gracious protection of us during the past night, for the mer.
cies of sleep, and rest, and refreshment, and that when we are awake
we are still with thee. While we are with thee as the objects of
thy providential care, may we be with thee as the children of thy

love in Jesus our Redeemer. We confess, O Lord, our melancholy
and guilty alienation from thee, the only living and true God , and
most bountiful Father, and that our iniquities are so great, as to de

serve nothing at thy hand but wrath , and that forever. Thou
mightest justly leave us with all the requirements of thy law before
us, but without any ability to perform them . But blessed be thy
holy name, that, through our adorable Mediator, we may look for

strength to discharge duty, as well as mercy to take away sin. Be
stow on us, we beseech thee, O Lord , thy grace, whereby we may

perform all the duties which thou mayest be pleased to lay upon us

this day, faithfully, and in thy fear. May we count nothing too un
important to make conscience of. Whether we eat or drink , or
whatsoever we do, may we do all to the glory of God. As events
arise, may we feel as if we saw written upon them by the finger of

God, Occupy till I come. May we weep with them that weep , and
rejoice with them that rejoice. May we let no opportunity pass,

either of promoting the cause of Christ, or doing good to our fellow
creatures. And, O God, we pray, that while we have confidence in

thy strength,wemay also be quickened to the discharge of all duties,
by the thought that we must one day appear in judgment, and that
thy judgment is impartial, that thou wilt judge the righteous and
the wicked.

Let us, therefore, now judge ourselves, that we be not

judged of thee. Grant, we beseech thee, that our condition as dying
creatures,may keep us in a state of continual humility , as without
this, we cannot value our relation to thee, nor see our need of a Sa

viour, nor love thee with the love of those who owe all to grace.
And grant also, that the difference thou hast made between us and

the beasts that perish, inasmuch as thou hast bestowed on us an im
mortal soul, and above all given thy Son to die for us, may induce
us to seek after a better portion hereafter, and live in this world as

those who are the heirs of a heavenly inheritance. And all we ask ,

is in the name and for the sake of thy Son and our Saviour, Jesus
Christ. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING .— 2 CORINTHIANS III.
O LORD God, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we
bless thee as the God of salvation and the source of consolation in

Jesus Christ. There is no God but thyself, and thou art glorious
in holiness, fearful in praises, ever doing wonders. We thank thee
that thou hast manifested thy character in thy word, and law , and
· made thy glory to be exhibited to man in the face of thy Son Jesus

521
WEDNESDAY MORNING.]
THIRTY-FIFTH WEEK.
Christ. In him webehold God manifest in the flesh . And we thank

thee that thy people show , by the holy lives they live, that thou art
working effectually in them . As we, O Lord, have been createl in
the likeness of the first Adam , may we be born again in the image
of the second Adam , the Lord Jesus Christ. May all our iniquities
be blotted out through his perfect atonement. May all our means

of grace, the word, sacraments, and the preaching of the gospel, be

made efficacious in our experience by thine own Spirit. May our
eyes be opened to the full glory of the gospel, so that we may see in
it an excellency far exceeding that by which the Old Testament dis

pensation was distinguished. May we feel that we are without ex
cuse and have no way of escape, if we neglect so great salvation .

God forbid,that such a veil should be upon our hearts, as that which

now hides, from thine ancientpeople, the glory of the gospel. Lord,
remove that veil from them , and all blindness to thy truth from us.
May Jesus be formed in us, the only hope of glory. May the read

ing of thy word , and the contemplation of the excellency of Jesus,
be blessed by thy divine Spirit, so that the image of Christ may be
distinctly impressed on our souls, and his example followed in our

lives. For his sake, heal all our backslidings, receive us graciously ,
and love us freely . Pardon especially the sins of this day, which
we have been allowed to spend. Accept our thanksgivings for all
the mercies we have enjoyed during its continuance. Be with us to
protect us through the night, and raise us up to the duties of another
day . Bless our friends, and relations, and benefactors, and enemies.
Be gracious to the poor, the afflicted in body and spirit, the bereaved ,

and the dying. Prepare us for death , and for meeting thee in judg
ment. And unto thee, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be ever

lasting praise. Amen.

WEDNESDAY MORNING . - ECCLESIASTES IV.
We desire this morning, 0 our God, to approach thee through
the only way whereby sinners may come to thee, thine own dearly .
beloved and only begotten Son . Thou hast given us quiet rest, and
when we awoke thy hand sustained us. At the beginning of an
other day we seek together, as a family , thy blessing and grace.

Keep us,

our Father, through this day, from all evil to our bodies,

and, above all, from the contamination of sin . Weavow ourselves
the children of a holy God , and the sincere disciples of the holy Je

sus. O may we spend this day in accordance with this honorable
connection , this solemn profession . If thou art pleased this day to
give us the exercise of authority, enable us to act with tenderness

and Christian discretion. If we are subject to reproach or oppres
sion , give us, O Lord, the spirit of meekness and submission, that
wemay thus adorn the doctrine of our Lord. Enable us to rejoice
in our neighbor's prosperity instead of envying him , as we will do
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if left to our own natural tendencies. Make us not slothful in busi
ness, but fervent in spirit, serving the Lord . Preserve us from

making the world our God. Let us not trust in uncertain riches, but
in the living God, who is the soul's only sure, and abiding, and ever
lasting portion , and who has made himself over unto his people

graciously in covenant by Jesus Christ. Accept of our united
thanks in that thou hast set us together as a family, making us, in
this manner, mutualhelps, and comforts, and defences to each other.
May each of us discharge the duty which is assigned us by thee, as
in thy sight. May we exercise a spirit of contentment and submis .
sion to thee, in respect to the station thou hast assigned us in life.
Bring us together, if it be thy will, at the close of this day, in peace

and safety. May the Spirit himself dwell in us, and keep us from
evil. And unto thee, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
praise everlasting. Amen.

WEDNESDAY EVENING . — 2 CORINTHIANS IV.
EVER-BLESSED Lord God, we thank thee at the close of another
day for the mercy which has watched over us during its continuance.
Thou art the preserver of men . Wherever we are, we are in thy
keeping ; and wert thou for a moment to withdraw thy protection ,
we immediately perish . And while it is so with our bodies , it is
equally so with our immortal spirits. Thou impartest spiritual
being, and thou keepest it alive in thy gracious love. We praise thy

name for the provision thou hast made for our souls in thy word,

for the spiritualmanna, and the refreshing streams which are con
tained therein , and for the blessing we enjoy in the preaching of the
gospel.

O Lord , increase the number of faithful ministers of the

truth in our own land, and throughout the world . Make those who
are laboring in the word eminently successful. By thine own effec
tual grace sustain their drooping hearts. May we esteem them
very highly for their work , and their Master's sake. By the success

thou givest them in their work , make it apparent to all that the ex
cellency is of thee ; therefore, O Lord , shed down the influences of
the Spirit upon them and their ministrations. May many, through
the operation of the Spirit, be pricked in their hearts, and led to ask
what they should do to be saved. As thy people, grant to us that
wemay grow in knowledge of the gospel, and in admiration of its
excellency and suitableness to our necessities. Be pleased , O God,

to take care of us through the ensuing night. Be thou with us
during its silent watches. We commit ourselves to thee, our Father

in Christ Jesus. We pray thee to blot out all our transgressions,
more especially those of the day now past.

Christ we ascribe praise everlasting. Amen.

And unto thy name in
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THURSDAY MORNING . — ECCLESIASTES V. ķ
ETERNAL and most glorious Jehovah, show us what thou art, and
what we are, that wemay worship reverently before thee. Thou.art
greatly to be praised, and thy greatness is unsearchable. But not
for thy power, and holiness, and terrible majesty alone are we

called to magnify thy name. For how great is thy goodness ! how
constant is thy care ! how countless are thy benefits ! For temporal
provision , and for power to eat thereof; for peace by day, and for
sleep by night ; for all thy common mercies, we would praise thee.
But o convince us that we need a nobler heritage ; and make us
thankful, that for man 's degenerate nature salvation has been pur
chased and wrought out by the mediation of thy Son . On that sal

vation may we all lay hold , and experimentally find it to meet the
amplest capacities and the deepest 'wants of our immortal souls.
Though by nature dead in trespasses and sins,may we be made alive

unto thee. Though by nature heirs of hell, may we be begotten to
a lively hope — to an inheritance that is incorruptible and undefiled,
and that fadeth not away. United together by the bonds of nature
and society, may we also be fellow -heirs of the grace of life. We
kneel together before thee here ; O may we all enjoy thine endless

fellowship hereafter. Meanwhile, may we diligently and devoutly
attend on the public and private means of grace. May we wait at
wisdom 's gates ; may we watch at the posts of her doors. May we
keep our foot when we go to the house of God. With willing ear
may we listen to thy word , and receive with meekness its authorita
tive truths. With earnest prayer may we ask thy pardoning, sanc

tifying, and consoling mercy. And 0 withhold not thatmercy from

our souls. Answer us in the joy of our hearts. Even now refresh
us with thy grace. Dispose us, in entering on the business of
another day, to aim at the promotion of thy cause ; and grant that
the events which shall this day befall us may conduce to the spirit
ual improvement of our souls. Let not the love of money, nor any
sinful disposition , hold dominion over us. May we remember that

thou, O Higher than the highest, lookest into our very hearts ; and
may the thought of that eternity to which time is carrying us away,
make us habitually serious and devout. Pardon our sins, sanctify

our souls, and answer in mercy these our unworthy prayers, for
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . — 2 CORINTHIANS V .
O LORD God, whose message the gospel, and whose gift salvation
is, impress upon our minds the precious truths contained in that por
tion of thy word which has now been read. May they prove profit
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able to us for doctrine and reproof, for correction and instruction in
righteousness. We have heard of the judgment-seat of Christ as a
scene of terror and dismay ; but, thanks be to thy name, we have also
heard of an atoning Saviour, and of an incorruptible inheritance.
In that Saviour may we all believe - of that inheritance may we all
be heirs. If our earthly house of this tabernacle be dissolved, may
we have a building ofGod , an house not made with hands, eterna

in the heavens. In life may we have a good hope through grace of
a happier life to come. By the gate of death may we enter into par
adise. At the resurrection -day may our bodies be raised in glory.

Atthe judgment-seatofChrist may we be accepted ofhim . Through
out eternity may we be glad with the joy of the redeemed . Grant,
Father of mercies, that even now , in the believing contemplation of
Jesus Christ, in the experience of thy saving grace, and in the an
ticipation of the glory yet to be revealed, our hearts may be com
forted and cheered . But while we rejoice in thy salvation, may we
heed ; and may we seek the salvation of all to whom our influence
can reach . May the spiritual condition of the world arouse us. May

the love of Christ constrain us. May the Holy Ghost assist and pros
per us. God of mercy, have mercy on the world. May it become
as a field which the Lord hath blessed . Give thy ministers great
success . May thy church be edified. May many souls be saved .

Regard with kindness all more especially related to ourselves. Do
them good in thy good pleasure. From the youngest to the oldest ,
from the richest to the poorest of them all, peace be on them and

mercy. Accept of our thanks for thy great kindness towards us in
the course of this day. Follow its events with thy blessing, and par
don its innumerable sins. Grant us refreshing sleep this night.
Raise us up, if it be thy will, to -morrow morning ; and give us grace
to devote our continued lives to thy holy service. Answer our

prayers in peace, O God , for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.

FRIDAY MORNING . — ECCLESIASTES VI. VII.
GREAT and merciful Jehovah, hear
rishinfi when we now
ot us agraciously,

ring of hee

nitel

thou thyself enable us to worship thee aright. We acknowledge

thee as the only living and true God ; as the infinitely perfect One.
Nor, in the celebration of thy praises, would we be unmindful of

thine encouraging attribute of love. Truly thou hast commended it
towards men — thou hast commended it towards us. We deserve
not a cup of cold water at thy hand ; and it is a remarkable mani.

festation of thy mercy and forbearance, that we are not consumed .
And yet we are here before thee on the morning of another day,
in the continued possession , not only of many common comforts,

both personal and social, but also of many inestimably precious,
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religious privileges. O may we taste and see that thou art gra
cious, by accepting of those spiritual and everlasting blessings which
thou art so ready to bestow . May we enjoy a better portion than
the world can give. May we have thee for our reconciled Father,
and heaven for our secured inheritance. And so, amidst all the
losses, afflictions, and changes of life , may we know , in our own
souls, that in heaven we have an enduring substance, and that

all things work together for our good. Revive and gladden our
hearts, o God , with thine exceeding great and precious promises.
Enable us also , while we enjoy the comforts, to perform the duties,
of the Christian life . For this purpose may thy word , as now read,

be profitable to those who heard it. This day, and in the habitual
course and tenor of our lives, may we exercise and cherish the vir
tues thus recommended and enforced . May we willingly enter the

house of mourning, to comfort the heavy heart, and to receive useful
lessons for our own souls. While, in the faith of Christ, the good

hope of heaven , and the participation of thy common benefits, we
find devout and holy satisfaction, may we, nevertheless, avoid the

laughter of the fool. May we do good, as we have opportunity, to
all men ; yea, even like thee, O heavenly Father, to the unthankful
and evil. May we be humble, patient, merciful, and meek . In the

events that befall us, may we recognize thy hand ; and by the disci
pline of providence, and the lessons of inspired truth, accompanied
by the blessing of the Holy Spirit, may we become wiser and better
the longer we live. Regard, with great kindness , our relatives and
friends. Over them be thy benignant eye, and underneath them
thine everlasting arms. Bless our President, and all in authority
over us— our church, and her pastors ; and our native land. Send
thy gospel forth throughout the world . Let the people praise thee,
O God, let all the people praise thee. Answer us, we beseech thee,

in peace and mercy , through the mediation of thy Son , Jesus Christ.
Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . — 2 CORINTHIANS VI.

HEARKEN to the voice of our cry, our King and our God — for
anto thee will we pray . Wedeserve no blessing at thy hand. Our
sins are many, and ourunworthiness is great. But thou hast invited
us, and Christ has died . For his sake hear the prayers in which we
now invoke thy blessing on our souls.

That blessing 0 do thou

graciously bestow . Justified by faith ,may we have peace with thee.
May thy Holy Spirit help our infirmities, and lead us in the way
everlasting. Strong in his strength, and wise in his wisdom , may
we resist temptation, avoid sin , and perfect holiness in thy fear.
Lead us, O Lord , in thy righteousness ; make thy way straight be
fore our face. Grant also, that, in our own experience, we may find
that wisdom 's ways are pleasantness, and that godliness, with con .
tentment, is great gain . Even if severe affliction should assail us
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cleaving to thee, may we feel a holy joy. Be thou our strong habi

tation, to which we may continually resort. And grant that, ex
periencing thy saving grace ourselves, wemay also seek to do good
to the souls of others. May we instruct the ignorant, console the

sorrowful, admonish the careless, and hold sacred fellowship with
thy believing servants. May we labor to promote thy kingdom and
thy cause ; and may we be honored instruments of doing so. Estab
lish upon us the work of our hands, and bless our unworthy efforts
to the salvation of immortal souls. May one generation praise thy
works to another, and declare thy mighty acts. May men abun .

dantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and sing of thy
righteousness. Bless thy church . Build up her waste places — re
pair her desolations. Promote within her the cause of purity and

peace . May her members be active in thy service, and importunate
in prayer . Have respect unto the covenant, and regard in mercy
the dark places of the earth.

Infuse the meekness and gentleness

of Christ into the habitations of cruelty . Tell the world that there
is one God , and one Mediator between God and man ; and let all
flesh bless thy holy name forever and ever. Defend and refresh us

during the darkness and silence of another night. Watch over us
for good, and not for evil. Hide thy face from the sins we have
committed against thee in the course of this day.

Command thy

loving-kindness on our souls. And if thou art pleased to raise us
up to the light and business of to -morrow , grant that we may com :

mence it with thy praise, and spend it in thy fear. For Christ's
sake, hear our prayers ; and to him , with the Father and Holy

Spirit, be glory and honor forever and ever. Amen.

SATURDAY MORNING . - ECCLESIASTES VIII.

O LORD our God, how precious are thy thoughts towards us!
How great is the sum of them ! If we should count them they are
more in number than the sand. When we awake we are still with

thee. Wehave laid ourselves down to sleep, and we have awaked
again this morning, because thou hast sustained us. Blessed be thy
name for all thy goodness — for preserving us in life - for raising us
up in health and comfort, and allowing us to read thy word , and

surround thy throne of grace. O Lord, bless to us that portion of
r, aandnd teach , by thy Spirit, to
rhave
d now
thy
ay apply
pplyleour
oothwordomouraweydays
atogether,
themread
ofwemay
worthat
tnumber
hearts to wisdom . When
we read in thy word of the uncertainty of life and the certainty of

death, O may the Holy Spirit bring these truths home with power
to our hearts, and teach us to know our end, and the measure of our

days, how short it is. Each day we rise may we remember that it

may be our last, and help us to improve it in preparing for eternity.
O may we count that the long -suffering ofGod is salvation, and may

we have grace to be up and doing while it is day. Holy Father,
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we thank thee that, while we are reminded of our fleeting existence
here, thou hast made known to us thatwork of Jesus,by which death
hath been abolished.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord

Jesus Christ,who hath begotten us again to a lively hope, by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead , to an inheritance incor
ruptible and undefiled , and that fadeth not away. We rejoice that
Christ hath purchased the heavenly inheritance for his people by
the shedding of his own blood , and that, as their Head and elder
Brother, he hath taken possession in their name. Accept of us, O
Lord , in the Beloved . May we have redemption through his blood,

even the forgiveness of all our sins, according to the riches of thy
grace. We have sinned grievously against thee, and if thou wert to
dealwith us according to our deservings, thou wouldest swear in thy

wrath that we shall never enter into thy rest. But webeseech thee,
O Lord , to have mercy upon us for Jesus' sake,that we may receive
the forgiveness of sins, and an inheritance among them that are sanc
tified . And we entreat of thee, O Lord , that, since thou hast told us

of a better and more enduring substance, we may be enabled , by di
vine grace, to live more under the power of the world that is to
come. Help us to live as strangers and pilgrims on the earth . May

we never look on anything in the world as our portion, but as pil.
grims and sojourners, may we be always passing through it on our

way to heaven, feeling thankful for all comforts we receive by the
way ; but ever looking for our home in our Father's house above.

May weno more be conformed to the world ; butbeing transformed
in the renewing of our minds, may we set our affections on things

above, where Christ sitteth on thy right hand

Quicken us, O Lord ,

by thy Holy Spirit, and raise us from the death of sin to the life of
righteousness. Sanctify us more and more every day, and make us
meet for the inheritance of the saints in light. Bless and protect us,
O Lord, through this day. Keep us in thy fear, and whatsoever we
do in word or deed ,may we do all in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Bless our dear friends, we pray thee, and prepare them also
for a place in thy kingdom . Remember in great mercy the sons

and daughters of affliction , and sanctify to them all their trials.
Arise, O Lord, and plead thine own cause. Let thy kingdom come,
and thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Dwell, O Lord, in

our hearts, and enable us to abide in Jesus by faith, and walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit. Hear us, O Lord our God, and
accept of us : for all that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING. — 2 CORINTHIANS VII.
O Lord our God, we appear before thee self-condemned ; for be.
hold we are vile and what can we answer ? But we hope in thy

mercy through Jesus Christ. Verily it is a faithful saying, and wor
thy of all acceptation , that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
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sinners, of whom we are the chief. O Lord, if thou dost mark in
iquities against us we cannot stand . O deal not with us according
to our merits, but according to thy great mercy in Christ Jesus. O
let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand , on the Son of man ,
whom thou hast made strong for thyself. We would plead the

merits of Jesus our Saviour, and thine own promise to us in him ,
saying, I will remember your sins no more. O blot out all our
transgressions, and be well pleased with us for the sake of him
whom thou hearest always, and in whom thou art ever well pleased.

Webeseech thee, O Lord, that thou wouldest increase our faith , and
enable us to commit our souls to Jesus, that we may be washed in
his blood, and clothed in his righteousness , and sanctified by the
Spirit. Sanctify us, we pray thee, through thy truth , thy word is
truth . O may the IIoly Spirit convince us of sin , and excite within
us that godly sorrow which leadeth unto repentance, not to be re
pented of. May we hate sin more and more, and shun it as that

evil and bitter thing which thou abhorrest. May we depart from
evil and do good , and dwell for evermore. May we live henceforth
not to ourselves, but to him who loved us and washed us from our

sins in his own blood. IIelp us to live as those who have been
bought at such a price. Help us to live as those who have such glo
rious promises and prospects. May we have grace to cleanse our.

selves from all filthiness of the
holiness in the fear of the Lord .
thy care and keeping this night.
sleep, and our souls by thy grace.

flesh and of the spirit, perfecting
O Lord, we commit ourselves to
May our bodies be refreshed by
If we awake in the night season ,

may we meditate on thee. If it be thy holy will, spare us to see the
light of another day of the Son ofman , and when we rise in the
morning ,may our first and best thoughts be of thee and of heavenly

things. O Lord, we earnestly pray for thy blessing on our friends ;
may they be thy friends, and may they and wemeet at last in heaven .

Our afflicted brethren we commend unto thee, and I do thou, who
comfortest those that are cast down, give them strength and comfort
in their trials ; and prepare them for a happy issue of them all.
Bless all thine own people, and may their number be greatly in .
creased throughout the world . Save thy people and bless thine in
heritance ; feed them also, and lift them up forever. O Lord, hear ;

O Lord, forgive. O Lord, hearken, and do ; defer not for thine own
sake, and for thy dear Son 's sake, to whom with thee, and the Holy
Spirit, we ascribe kingdom , power, and glory, forever and ever.
Amen .
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Thirty -sirth Week.
SABBATH MORNING .– PSALM CIV.

O LORD our God, thou art very great ; thou art clothed with hon

foundations of the inaccessible and eht,as with a

or and with majesty ; thou coverest thyself with light, as with a
garment, dwelling in light which is inaccessible and full of glory .

Thou hast laid the foundations of the earth , and the heavens also are
the work of thy hands. Thou art worthy to receive glory, and hon
or, and blessing and praise : for thou hast created all things, and for
thy pleasure they are and were created. We adore thee, O Lord, for
all thy goodness. Every morning that dawns brings us new tokens

of thy love,and every evening we have to rejoice in thy faithfulness.
Alas, that we are so ungrateful for thy favors ! Each day we rise it

becometh us to bless thee, and to praise thy nameas long as we live.
This morning especially we will be glad in the Lord , and our medi
tation of him shall be sweet. This is the day thou hast made, we
will rejoice and be glad in it. The stone which the builders rejected ,
has become the head stone of the corner. This is the Lord 's doing ,
and it is wondrous in our eyes. Hosannah to the Son of David !
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord to save us ! Ho
sannah in the highest. O Lord, the God and Father of our Lord Je
sus Christ, we bless thee that thou art reconciling the world to thy .
self, not imputing unto men their trespasses ; and we entreat of thee

to be merciful unto us, and grant us thy favor for Jesus' sake. We
have sinned and done very wickedly, and if it had not been for thy

great mercy, we had long ago been consumed out of the earth . O
enter not into judgment with us as we deserve, but regard us in the
face of thine Anointed , and pardon our great and manifold iniquities,

for the sake of him who died for us and rose again. O Lord, we
bless thee for sending the promised Comforter, to take of the things
that are Christ's and show them to our souls ; and we earnestly en

treat of thee, to grant us an abundant outpouring of the Spirit this
morning. With the light of this morning, may the day -spring from
on high visit us, to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory

of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Come, O blessed Spirit of grace,
and breathe on the dry bones that they may live. Revive and quick

en us, O God. Enlighten our minds, and enlarge and purify our
hearts. Help us to enter into the spirit of this day's services, and
may they be blessed for our spiritual improvement and growth in

grace. May it be a time of refreshing to us from the presence of the
Lord. Wewould , this morning, remember before thee all our breth
ren of mankind. May this be a great day in the church, and may
many be added to it of them that are to be saved . O may many be
glad this day, when it is said, Let us go to the house of the Lord,
and be in all the assemblies of thy saints, and make them feel that
34
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thy house is indeed the very gate of heaven. O be with all the af.
flicted who are this day to be detained from thy house of prayer. Be

a little sanctuary to them in their retirement, and when kept away
from the streams,may they draw , by faith , from the living fountain .

Bless all our dear friends this day, and 'may they and we join in
spirit, and be all prepared for a final meeting in the temple above.
And now , O Lord, we commit ourselves to thee. Go with us to thy

house , fit us for thy service, and accept of us and our worship . Let
the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts, be ac

ceptable in thy sight, through Jesus Christ our strength and Re
deemer . Amen.

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALM CV.
O LORD God of heaven and of earth , it is a good thing for us to
draw near unto thee, and to sing praises to thy holy name — to show

forth thy loving-kindness in themorning, and thy faithfulness every
night. This evening we would renew our grateful thanksgivings for

vation. Thanksu didst birit of ena dost oli

the great salvation . Thanks be unto thee, O Father of all, for thine
unspeakable gift. Thanks be unto thee, o eternal Son, because
though thou wast rich, thou didst for our sakes become poor. And
thanks be unto thee, O blessed Spirit of grace, because thou conde
scendest to dwell in our sinful hearts, and dost purify us from our
corruptions. Behold what manner of love is this ! O the height
and the depth , the length and the breadth of such love ! it passeth

to the passettes

knowledge. Webeseech thee, O Lord, that wemay be all partakers
of those blessings which Jesus hath purchased with his blood, and is

exalted to bestow . Wedeserve not any favor. Weare altogether
vile and unworthy, ånd merit everlasting destruction from the pres
ence of the Lord, and the glory of his power. But grant, O Lord,

that wemay be sprinkled with the blood of Jesus, that all our guilt
may be washed away, and justice may see in us no iniquity. O
grant that our robesmay be washed and made white in the blood of
the Lamb ; and being redeemed from all sin , may we be a peculiar
people, zealous of good works. May the love of Christ constrain us
to live not to ourselves, but to him that died and rose again . May
we be enabled to bear aboutwith us the dying of the Lord Jesus,
that the life also of Jesus may be manifest in our mortal bodies. We

thank thee, O Lord, for the promise of a better country , and O grant
that every day we may be more prepared for it. Support and pro

tect us, O Lord , while we are in this wilderness. Enable us to use
thy word as a light to our feet, and a lamp to our path . Feed us

daily with the hidden manna — the bread of life that cometh down
from heaven ; and refresh our souls with those living waters, which

flow from the rock of our salvation. O Lord, we pray for thy bless
ing on the religious exercises of this day. Forgive the sins of which
we have been guilty in waiting on thee . Pour out upon us the in
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fluences of thy Holy Spirit, and water the seed sown, and make it
bring forth abundantly . Bless the whole Christian church , and ex .
tend the gospel throughout all the earth . Send , we beseech thec, a
plenteous rain to refresh thine inheritance when it is weary . Revive
thy work in the place where we dwell ; and quicken more and more

our own souls. O Lord , be the friend of our friends ; be the com

forter of the afflicted ; be the support of the dying. O Lord , we
commit ourselves to thy keeping tliis night. · Give us the sleep of.

thy beloved, and awake us in the morning, if it be thy will, strength

ened in body,and refreshed in spirit,and enable us to go on our way
rejoicing, asking the way to Zion, with our faces thitherward. Now ,
unto him that is able to keep us from falling, and to present us fault
less before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only

wise God, and our Saviour, be glory , honor,and praise,now and for
ever.

Amen.

MONDAY MORNING . - ECCLESIASTES IX .
O LORD, thou art great, and greatly to be feared ; thou art pos
sessed of every perfection which is fitted to call forth the reverence,
the admiration, and the love of thine intelligent offspring. Thou art
seated upon a throne of glory ; but we rejoice to know , that it is also

a throne of mercy. Thou didst not leave us to perish in our sins ;
but didst lay our help upon one mighty to save, even upon Christ
Jesus the righteous. We thank thee for all that he did and suffered ,
in the room of his people. We thank thee that he satisfied all the
demands of law and justice ; and that he is now revealed in the gos
pel, as the author of eternal redemption to every one that believeth .
Wehave no merit of our own ; but we plead the merits of Christ .
For his sake, do thou pardon our iniquity, do thou receive us gra

ciously , and love us freely . May we be reconciled by the blood of
the cross ; and enjoy communion with thee the Father, and with thy
Son Christ Jesus. Make us thy temples : do thou dwell in us, and
walk in us ; be our God, and we shall be thy people. Adorn our
souls with every grace ; and may we advance from one degree of
spiritual attainment to another ; even till we arrive perfect, before
thee in Zion . O Lord, it is not in us who walk to direct our own
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Guide us by thy wisdom , protect us by thy power , and bring us at
last to thy heavenly kingdom . Make thy grace sufficient for us, and

thy strength perfect in ourweakness. May wedwell in safety under
the shadow of thy wing ; and rejoice in thee, the God of our salva
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the carnality of our minds, and conform us to thine own image.

May the mind which was in Christ, be also found in us. And, O
Lord, enable us to bear in mind, th : t every moment is bringing us

nearer to the grave ; that ere long ve must appear at thy solemn
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tribunal, to render an account to thee, the Judge of all the earth. O
make us the subjects of thy grace here, that wemay enter into thy
glory hereafter. Heavenly Father, we thank thee for the means of
grace with which we are favored : may these be rendered effectual,
in promoting the salvation of our souls. Follow , with a blessing, the

preaching of the gospel, and all the religious exercises of thy holy
day. Water the seed which has been sown,that it may take root in
the hearts of many, and bring forth fruit to thy praise and glory.
Prosper thine own cause in the world ; may the Holy Spirit be
poured out as in 1ɔrmer days, that themoralwilderness may be made
to rejoice, and to blossom as the rose . May thy kingdom come, and
thy will be done on earth , as it is in heaven. Bless our friends and

relations : give them an interest in thy favor, and an inheritance
among them that are sanctified . Go with us this day wherever we

go : may thy presence be with us and give us rest. Thou knowest
our besetting sins, thou knowest the temptations to which we are ex

posed ; O may thy holy arm be around us for good ; keep us in thy
fear, and in thy favor. Blot out our manifold sins : give us that
which thou knowest to beneedful for us : accept of our united thanks
for thy care over us through the silent watches of the last night ; and
all that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING.— 2 CORINTHIANS VIII.
O LORD, we come unto thee, for thou art the Lord our God . We
come unto thee in the name of Christ, believing that thou art nigh
unto all that call upon thee in sincerity and in truth . Thou wilt
fulfil the desire of them that fear thee ; thou wilt hear their cry, and
save them . Who would not fear thee, O Lord , and glorify thy

name; for thou only art holy ? Wehave cause to be deeply hum
bled in thy presence, for we are guilty and polluted : we have for
feited every claim to thy favorable regard : we have not given to

thee, the glory which is due unto thy name. It is because thou art
merciful, and full of compassion, that we, the children of men, are
not consumed . Let thy hand be still upon the man of thy right
hand , whom thou hast made strong for thyself. See God our shield ,

and look upon us in the face of thine Anointed. Deal with us in
Christ, that for his sake we may obtain mercy to pardon , and grace
to help us in our time of need. May we be washed , and justified,

and sanctified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of
our God . Do thou sprinkle us with clean water, and then we shall
be clean : from all our filthiness and from all our idols do thou

cleanse us. Put thy Spirit within us, that we may walk in thy
statutes ; that we may keep thy judgments, and do them . May we
be united to Christ by a living faith ; and receiving daily out of his
infinite fulness, may we resemble the tree planted by the rivers of
water, which yieldeth fruit in season, and whose leaf shall never
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Be as the dew unto our souls, that we may grow even as the

lily , and cast forth roots like Lebanon . Do thou establish thy throne
in each of our hearts : bring every thought, and desire, into cheerful
subjection to thy holy will. Save us, we beseech thee, from the
hardening influence of sin ; let none of us be found grieving thy
Holy Spirit. May we ever be duly impressed with a sense of duty ;

and live as seeing thee who art invisible. O Lord, we thank thee

for the mercies of the past day. Thy goodness is new to us every
morning, and thy faithfulness is manifested to us every evening.

Bless the Lord, o our souls, and forget not all his benefits. We
confess that in all things we have sinned, and come short of thy
glory . We would come anew to that fountain which thou hast
opened for sin and for uncleanness . Pardon , we beseech thee, the

guilt which we have this day contracted : O remember us in mercy

for thine own name's sake. Bless us individually : bless us as a
family . May we go up through the wilderness of this world , lean
ing upon Christ as the Beloved of our souls ; and grant that when
our wanderings here below have come to a close, we may all meet

at thy right hand , to sing throughout eternity the praises of thy re
deeming love.

O Lord, do thou remember in mercy all for whom

we should plead at thy throne of grace. Bless the afflicted, and
sanctify to them all the dealings of thy providence. Comfort those
whom thou hast visited with bereavement ; teach them to be still,

and to know that thou art God. Look in mercy upon the dying ;
prepare them for their great change ; give them an interest in Christ,

who is the resurrection and the life ; that when he who is their life

shall appear, they also may appear with him in glory . Bless thine
own people everywhere ; and give success, we beseech thee , to the
means employed for the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom in the

world ; that thy namemay be known upon the earth ,and thy saying
health among all nations. Heavenly Father, be with us as we now
retire to rest, never leave us, never forsake us ; and to thy name, in :

Christ, be all the praise. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING .— ECCLESIASTES X.
O LORD our God, thou art very great ; thou art clothed with honor

and majesty ; thou coverest thyself with light as with a garment.

Who is a God like unto thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises,
doing wonders ? Who can utter thy mighty acts, or show forth all

thy praise ? Righteous art thou , O God, when we plead with thee;
and thou wilt be justified when thou speakest, and clear when thou

judgest. Wecome into thy presence believing that thy throne of
glory is also a throne of grace ; that thou wilt regard the prayer of
the destitute , and not despise their prayer. We place all our de
pendence for acceptance with thee on the atonement and intercession

of Christ. If thou, Lord , shouldst mark iniquities, O Lord , who
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could stand ? But there is forgiveness with tliee, that thou mayest
be feared. With thee there is mercy, yea, with our God there is
plenteous redemption, and he shall rodeem Israel from all his ini
quities. Let the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal Spirit,

offered himself without spot to God, purge our conscience from dead

works to serve thee the living God . Say unto our souls that thou
art our salvation . O be merciful to us, and bless us, and cause thy
face to shine on us.

Deliver us, also, we beseech thee, from every

taint of inward pollution, and every form of outward sin . Let us
be planted together in the likeness of Christ's death and resurrection ,
that as he was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so
we also may walk in newness of life. O that the love of God may
be shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost. O that Jesus
Christ may be very gracious to us, as he is to all that believe, that
he may be in our account the chiefest of ten thousand , and alto .

gether lovely. And let the love of Christ toward us constrain us to
livenot to ourselves, but to him that died for us and rose again . We

thank thee , O most merciful Father, for our preservation throughout
the past night. May we enjoy thy care and protection while we are
engaged in the duties of this day . May we seek to glorify thee in

all that we do, and say, and think . May we have a constant, and
simple , and sensible dependence on Christ for grace and strength .
Whatever we do, in word or in deed , may we do it in the name of

the Lord Jesus. And may our walk and conversation be such , as
that we shall shine as lights in the world, and recommend the gos
pel to all with whom we associate. May we this day make progress
in every excellence of temper , and disposition , and conduct, in every .
thing which qualifies for thy service on the earth, and for thy pres
ence and worship in heaven. May our path resemble that of the

sun, which shineth more and more unto the perfect day. These our
confessions, and thanksgivings, and prayers, we offer in the name
of Jesus Christ, to whom , with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, be

undivided and eternal glory. Amen.

TUESDAY EVENING . — 2 CORINTHIANS IX .

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Pour
upon us, we beseech thee, the Spirit of grace and supplications. We
know not what, or how to ask , because of the darkness that is in
us. We are ignorant equally of our own wants, and of the un
searchable riches of Christ. We have become insensible both to
the one and to the other, through the searing and deadening influ

ence of sin . Gracious Father, we acknowledge the number and
heinousness of our sins. Iniquities continually prevail against us,
so that each successive thought, and word, and action, is a manifest

violation of thy law . While we have disregarded our obligations
to thy service , as thy creatures, we have also broken our vows and
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engagements as thy professing people. We have neither been de

terred by thine anger, nor drawn by thy love, from the indulgence
of pride, and envy, and deceit, and covetousness, and vain -glory,
and the various depraved inclinations of our hearts. We have not

been careful to shun the very appearance of evil in our conversa
tion and conduct. We have not acted from a desire to glorify thy
name, to extend the spiritual kingdom of Christ, and to promote
the temporal and eternal welfare of our fellow -men . Of these sins

we acknowledge the guilt, and entreat the forgiveness. Havemercy
upon us, O God, according to thy loving-kindness. According unto
the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out our transgressions.

O

for Christ's sake wash us thoroughly from our iniquities, and cleanse
us from our sins. And deliver us,we pray thee , not only from guilty
but also from pollution ; not only from punishment, but also from
disobedience. Give us grace thatwe may serve thee in holiness and

righteousness in all the relations of life ; that we may continually
honor and obey thee ; that we may glorify thee in our bodies and
in our spirits which are thine. May we be temples of the Holy

Ghost, and exhibit in our walk and conversation examples of his
sanctifying power. May we, in our whole characters, be beautified
with holiness. Bless abundantly, we beseech thee, all for whom we
ought to pray. Let our friends and relatives enjoy thy friendship ,

and be related to thee as sons and daughters. May the afflicted and

the dying experience thy sympathy and forgiveness . Increase greatly

the number and the spirituality of thy people. Let thy Spirit be
poured upon thy church like floods upon the dry ground, so that
sinners may be enlightened and converted , and believers quickened

and edified . Arise, O God of our salvation, and plead thine own
cause . Accept of our grateful thanks for the blessings of the day
which has just come to a close. Extend to us thy care and protec
tion during the watches of the night. Spread over us thy covering

wings, till our wanderings in this world shall have terminated, and

then receive us into everlasting habitations. Forgive the sins of this
approach to thy throne; and do for us more than we can either ask

or think of, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING .-- ECCLESIASTES XI. XII.
Our Father who art in heaven , we would offer thee our united
thanks that we have all been suffered to see the light of the morn .

ing — that we have been called up again to active duty, and the en
joyment of wonted privileges — that we have had an opportunity of
reading that word which testifies of Him who is the light of the

world . Father,we are not worthy of any of these benefits, for we
have every one trespassed against thee, and it becomes us to say, if
thou shouldstmark iniquity , O Lord, who should stand ? Blessed

be thy name that thou hast not dealt with us according to our de
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serts, for thou didst deliver up thy Son unto the death for us all, and
of thine abundantmercy hast begotten us again to a lively hope by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. In his name wenow
draw near, through his intercession may we be heard , by his blood

may our iniquities be taken away, and as his brethren may we find
acceptance in thy sight. O that we inay obtain mercy to pardon ,

and grace to help us, peace in believing, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
And we entreat, heavenly Father, that the truths and the counsels
of that portion of scripture which we have just perused , may by thy
Spirit be impressed upon our hearts. May we be enabled to do good
in our day and generation , to give out of what we possess for the
bodily and spiritual advantage of our fellow -creatures, especially

those of the household of faith , to give disinterestedly , liberally , and
whensoever we have an opportunity. Save us from folly, and pre
pare us for the day of our death , and for the resurrection of life.

Make those who are old among us ready for that happy state in which
they shall renew their youth. Lead those who are young to serve
thee ere the evil days of age overtake them . Let thy words be ac
ceptable to us, and by them may we be admonished, and while we
feel that all here is vanity, and that on earth we have no continuing
city , may we be taught to fear thee and keep thy commandments,
that our flesh may at length rest in the dust in hope, and our souls
may be found watching when the master cometh . Bless not only

us, but all for whom we ought to pray — thy people in the whole
earth, thy church in our land, our relatives, our neighbors, our
friends, our enemies. Give us this day our daily bread. Aid us in
every duty. Deliver us from every evil. Let a sense of thy presence

abide with us, and a savor of goodness be about us, for Christ's
sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING .— 2 CORINTHIANS X.
O LORD, we would pour out our souls in thanksgiving for the
watchful care which thou hast taken of us this day, for the bread
we have eaten , the raiment we have worn, the health of our bodies,
the soundness of our faculties, and for the assistance in duty, the
deliverance from evils, and the measures of grace which thou hast

granted to us. O Lord , when we look back upon the occupations
of the day, we see that we have not remembered , and feared , and

glorified thee, as always faithful in business, fervent in spirit, serv.
ing the Lord . We would not glory or commend ourselves before
thee, but implore forgiveness through that blood of the Redeemer

which cleanseth from all sin ; we would ask for the grace of repent
ance, and desire that being justified by faith wemay have peace with
God, through the Lord Jesus Christ. Do thou render profitable for

our instruction in righteousness those words and that example of
thine apostle which we have just now been called to consider. Let

us never be led away from the simplicity of the faith by false disci.
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ples or false doctrine ; let us not measure ourselves by ourselves, or
compare ourselves with the foolish standards of religious character

ence ssetet uupp;; Tletetoour thoughts be brought into captivity
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to the obedience of Christ, and let us strive to

nents of the truth by the persuasions of thy word , and with themeek
ness and gentleness of Christ. Enable us to ascribe all the glory of
any good that is done in us or done by us, unto the Lord . Give us

that faith which shall appear in growing fruitfulness, that love which
shall evermore constrain us, that consistency which shall commend

the gospel to others, that humility which shall make us walk softly ,
that zeal which shall animate us like Paul, with a holy boldness in
behalf of the cause of Christ. We pray for the speedy overthrow

of all deceitful systems of religion , and the universal spread of that
which is true. Take unto thee thy great power and reign in our
hearts, in our dwelling, in our parish and neighborhood, in our
church, in our land , in all regions of the earth , so that at the name
of Jesus, among Jews and Gentiles, every knee may bow . Preserve
this night our bodies from danger, and our souls from temptation .
When we are falling asleep may we commit ourselves to thee ; when
we awake may we be still with thee. Do thou always keep us as
our watchful Father, and may we have in us thy Spirit witnessing
with our spirits that we are thy children , for Christ's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . - ISAIAH I.

O GOD, we thank thee that at sundry times, and in divers man
ners, thou didst speak in ages past unto the fathers by the prophets;
we thank thee, that the word addressed to them hath , under the in

spiration of the Holy Ghost, been recorded in the scriptures for our
edification ; and that thou hast, in these last days, put away types

and shadows, and spoken unto us plainly by thine own Son. As
our blessed Lord took upon him the seed of Abraham , we pray that
wemay be enabled to give earnest heed to the messages addressed
by wise men of old, to the people of whom , according to the flesh,
Christ came ; and that, by the exhortations, threats, and promises
delivered to the ancient church, we may be instructed, aroused, and

comforted . Save us from provoking thee to anger as the Jews so
often did ; save us from such evils as came down upon them for their

corruptions, and which we doubt not are our due if thou shouldst
enter into judgment with us; save us from placing our dependence
on an outward and empty profession of religion , as if by the multi
tude of sacrifices we were to be justified .

Conduct us to a true, a

pure, a spiritual religion ; to that faith which , while it looks up to

the cross of Christ, is yet not alone, but bringeth forth much fruit.
In our natural state there is indeed no soundness in us, from the sole
of the foot even unto the head ; and in our state of grace, are there

not many wounds requiring to be closed and bound up ? Let us
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approach with grateful confidence, and wash in the fountain open
for uncleanness, so that our sins which are scarlet, may be as snow ;

prospwashing
time,letlet usus bekromso tcleansed,
he perverbyse the
at the samee time,
el; thatof regenera
tion , that we may cease from the perverse practice of evil, that we
may do good according to the spirit of the gospel; that we may ap .

prove ourselves willing, and obedient, and growing in a relish for
such satisfactions as shall be the portion of those who shall eat the

good of the land of perfect rest. We pray thee to look down merci.

fully upon this family, and to purify us as a peculiar people, zealous
of good works. Wethank thee, that, in the watches of the night,

no evil has assailed us, and that, with the opening day, we have
again opened our eyes upon the light.

How fair are the heay

ens stretched out above us, and the landscape spread around us !

Wewould magnify thee as the Maker, Preserver, and Master of all,
and implore strength that wemay glorify thee amidst thy works, as
ever seeing the being who is invisible. Bless our relatives, friends,

and fellow -Christians, enable us to live at peace with all men , guide
us in the several duties and relations of life . Provide for the supply
of our wants, and let the sentiment of our hearts this day be, Thy

will be done. We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord , for our Me
diator's sake.

Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . — 2 CORINTHIANS XI.
O LORD, again would we lift up the voice of praise and thanksgiv
ing. In thy wondrous condescension thou dost visit us; in thy un.
wearied goodness thou makest the outgoings of the morning and

evening to rejoice over us ; in thy abundant grace, thou hast com
manded us in everything, by prayer and supplication, with thanks
giving, to make our request known unto thee. We would thank

fully comply with thy command, seeing that we may have boldness
to enter into thy holy presence by the blood of Jesus ; and we would
beseech thee to forgive the trespasses of the bygone day, and to blot
out our iniquities as a thick cloud . Lord , we lament the evil that is
still unsubdued within us, the law in the members that is still war
ring against the law of the mind, the remains of corruption cleaving
to us, the weakness of our Christian principle as compared with the
pattern of Paul, and the sacrifices we so often make to satan , the world

and the flesh . O hear our cry for more grace, that we may strive
against sin , thatwe resist the devil, that we may grow more consistent
as we grow daily older, that the hues ofheaven may be more vividly re

flected from our characters, that we may be filled with love , and joy,
and peace, and perfect holiness in the fearof theLord . Wethank thee
for pastors and ordinances given unto us for our edification, and we
pray that wemay never be led astray from the pure gospel through the
subtlety of the serpent; or, through the sounding professions of
false teachers, be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.
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Enable us to follow that which is good , to copy the noble zeal of the
apostle of the Gentiles, to think less of our own ease, to studymeek

ness, patience, and perseverance in well-doing ; to view ourselves as
soldiers of Christ, and to face labor, pain , poverty, and reproach if
needful, for his sake. We are frail and insufficient for these things ;

but we look up to the GodF and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,and

aththe
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strength , that wemay stand fast in the faith , and fight the good fight
till we enter into rest. Father, let us ever say, As for us and our

house, we will serve the Lord. In all our ways let us acknowledge
thee ; and in all our intercourse and dealings with relatives, friends,
and neighbors, let our inquiry be, not, how would our own likings
and tempers lead us ; but, what doth the Lord command us ? Spare

us, if it please thee , to assemble here for thy praise on a new day ;
but if we should never all meet again to worship at thy footstool be
low , may wemeet in a brighter world, to engage in a more perfect

service ; and now , glory be to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, world
without end . Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . ISAIAH II.

O LORD, it is good for us to draw near unto thee, for they that are
far from thee must perish. In thy favor is life, and thy loving.

kindness is better than life. May weesteem it our highest privilege
to be permitted to come before thee to ask an interest in thy gra
cious regard . We acknowledge our unworthiness of the least of thy

mercies, for we are guilty and polluted creatures. We have forgot
ten thee our Maker, and have lightly esteemed thee, the Rock of our
salvation . Wehave had respect unto lying vanities, and have been
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of thee. It is because thy com
passions fail not, that we have not ere now been visited with ever

lasting destruction from thy presence, and from the glory of thy
power. Our only hope is in the Lord Jesus Christ, thy Son , whom

thou hast set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood .
We bless thee for him as thy unspeakable gift, and pray that we
may be made partakers of all his benefits. May he be made of thee

unto each of us wisdom , and righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption. May he be, in each of us, the hope of glory. And
while we desire to rejoice in the freeness and fulness of the grace
that is treasured up in him , may we feel the obligation under which

the manifestations of his grace has laid us to deny ungodliness and
worldly lusts, and to live soberly , righteously, and godly , in the
world . While we entreat thee, for the sake of the blessed Redeem .
er, to give us the pardon of every past transgression , may the Holy
Spirit so take possession of our hearts, that we may be thoroughly
furnished unto all good works, and be advancing daily in a meetness
for the inheritance of the saints in light. We thank thee for the
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means of grace with which thou hast favored us. May we be ena
bled to improve ; and may the blessings which we enjoy be impart

ed to the people of every land, till at last all shall know thee from
the least unto the greatest. May Christ the Lord be speedily reveal.
ed as a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Israel ; and

may every scriptural means employed for the conversion of the na
tions be blessed by thee. We praise thee for all the kindness with
which thou art daily visiting us ; for food and raiment ; for health
of body and soundness of mind ; for protection by night as well as
by day. We desire to begin this day with thee, and to commit our.

selves to thy guidance in our going out and coming in . With our.
selves we would remember before thee those in whom we are spe.
cially interested, and our fellow -men everywhere, whether in health

or sickness, in prosperity or adversity. May we never forget what
we owe to thee, the giver of all good. May we be kept in the love
of thee ourGod , looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto
eternal life. And all that we ask is for his sake. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . - 2 CORINTHIANS XII.

WE adore thee , O Lord, as the King eternal, immortal, and invis
ible.

All things were made by thee, and by the word of thy power

they are upheld . We bless thee for the fearful and wonderful man .
ner in which thou hast formed us, and for the care thou hast taken

of us, and the kindness thou hast shown us since we entered into
life . Every day, as it closes over our heads, reminds us of the
bounties of thy providence, and of the gratitude which we owe to
thee the Giver of all good . But especially, as we call to mind
the glorious hopes which the gospel has revealed, would we mag.
nify thy name for thine amazing interposition in our redemption
from sin and misery. But we plead the finished work of our
once crucified , but now risen, exalted , and glorified Mediator, and

beseech thee, for his sake, to come over the multitude of our
provocations, and to hide thy face from our sins. Grant us deliver
ance, alike from the power, the guilt, and the punishment of sin .
Give us a comfortable sense of an interest in Christ. Give us the

Holy Spirit, to enlighten our understandings, to purify our hearts,
and to lead us into all truth ; so that, as thy redeemed people, we
inay be devoted to thy will, and ever ready to show forth thy praise.
May we have such evidence of a good work having been begun
within us, and of its progress towards maturity, that the close of

each successive day may be associated in our minds with the con
viction that our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.
Forgive the many trespasses we have this day committed, and grant
that the thoughts of our daily shortcomings may stimulate us to in
creasing watchfulness, and to a livelier sense of our need of supplies
out of the fulness that is treasured up in Christ. And now thatwe
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desire to commit ourselves to thy care and protection shroughout
the night, be pleased to keep us from all evil, and to prepare us for
all that may be awaiting us in the course of thy providence. With
ourselves we would make mention of all whom it becomes us to re
member at the footstool of thy throne, whether in health or sickness,

in prosperity or adversity , whether life or death be the portion in
store for them . And especially would we pray for the spiritual
well-being of our fellow -men, entreating thee to cause the light of
thy truth to shine in every land, till at last the whole earth shall be

filled with the Redeemer's glory. Bless the efforts that are now
being made to evangelize the nations. Be gracious to that portion
of thy church planted amongst ourselves. Grant that a spirit of di
vision may cease, and let all who name the name of Christ depart

from iniquity. Graciously hear and answer these our prayers, for

the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ, our strength and Redeemer.
Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . — ISAIAH III. IV .
O LORD, we adore thee as the King of kings, the blessed and only
Potentate . Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom , and thy do

minion endureth throughout all generations. The nations of the
earth are thine, and thou enlargest them , and straitenest them again,

as it seemeth good in thy sight. While we are reminded in thy
word of the judgment which thou executest against nations because

of abounding iniquity, may we feel, and be enabled from the heart
to acknowledge, that we are sinners before thee, and that, as trans

gressors ofthy law , wemerit thy wrath. By nature weare unclean ,
and from our youth up we have been guilty of innumerable actual
offences against thee. If we would attempt to justify ourselves in

thy sight, our conscience would instantly condemn us. But blessed
be thy name, thou hast not given us over to destruction, but art
waiting to be gracious, and inviting us to come unto thee that we

may have life. We thank thee that thou hast provided for us an

all-sufficient Saviour, who, by his own blood, hath obtained eternal
redemption for us ; and who, having borne our iniquities in his own
body on a tree, now liveth at thy right hand to plead our cause, and

to make intercession for us. We thank thee for the gift of theHoly
Ghost, the Comforter, to apply to us effectually the benefits of the
Redeemer's purchase. Grant, we beseech thee, thatwe may be ena.
bled to receive and rest upon Christ as he is freely offered to us in

the gospel, and that wemay have that faith in him which worketh
by love, which purifieth the heart, and which overcometh the world .

And while we desire to be filled with godly sorrow for sin , may we
have grace given us to die unto it daily, and to live unto righteous

ness,mortifying every corrupt affection and perfecting holiness in
thy fear. Clothe us with the garments of salvation. Deliver us
from the deceitful influence of lying vanities ; and let our conversa
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tion in all respects be as it becometh the gospelwhich we profess to
have received . May thy Spirit lead us into all truth, and keep us
from every false and wicked way. May the happy period speedily
arrive, when the nations of the earth shall no longer set themselves
in opposition to the claims of thy anointed One, but submit to his
authority, and enjoy the blessings of his gospel; and may thy taber

nacle be established in this land while the sun and moon endure. Be

gracious to all of us now before thee, and to all for whom it becometh
us to pray. Have compassion on the poor, the afflicted, and the dy
ing. Accept our thanks for all thy mercies, for thy goodness in
having preserved us during the night, and brought us to see the light
of this day.

Continue to watch over us, and keep us from all evil.

Forgive our every sin ; and hear us for Christ our Redeemer's sake.
Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING. — 2 CORINTHIANS XIII.
At the close of another day we desire, O Lord , to present ourselves
at the footstool of thy throne ; confessing our sins and imploring for
giveness. We beseech thee , for the Redeemer's sake, to pardon our
iniquity, though it be very great, and to wash our polluted souls in

the precious fountain of his all-cleansing blood . May every blessing
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the effectual working of the Holy Spirit ; and, under his teaching
and guidance,may we be led into all truth , and be kept from every
false and wicked way. We thank thee for every past experience
we have had of thy goodness and grace, and look unto thee for a
continued supply of all that thou knowest to be needful for our pro
gress in a life of faith and holiness. If it be thy blessed will, may
we be enabled to mount up with wings as eagles. Or, should so
high a privilege be withheld , may it be given to us to run without
becoming weary, or at least to walk without becoming faint. Help
us to be ever pressing forward, animated by the consideration of

thy promise, that, as the day of thy people is, so their strength shall
be; and that thou wilt never fail nor forsake any who put their trust

in thee. Blessed be thy name for the many mercies of the past day,
and for the goodness and mercy which have followed us all the days
of our life .

Thou hast loaded us with benefits ; thou hast furnished

our table ; thou hast made our cup to run over. May a law of
gratitude be written in our hearts ; that, as we are sustained by thy
providence , and enriched with thy grace , it may ever be our desire

to live to thy glory . May the blessings which we enjoy be shared
in by others, and not only by those with whom the ties of blood,
or friendship, or obligation have connected us, but by all men ac .

cording as thou knowest their circumstances to be. May those who
are in weakness or pain , or who feel thy hand to be heavy upon

them , be strengthened, supported , and comforted ; and may the con
solations of the gospel be vouchsafed to the dying.

Bless the inter
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ests of thy church everywhere; and hasten the blessed period wlien
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea. Grant that each successive day may bear witness to
the progress of the Redeemer's cause in the world . And now that

thou hast brought us to the close of this day, we implore the pro
tection of thy gracious hand during the watches of the night. If it

be thy will that we should see the light of the morning, fit us for
the discharge of the several duties assigned to us. May we be thine

while we are here, and thine in glory hereafter. And all we ask is
for Christ's sake. Amen .

Thirty -seventh Werk .
SABBATH MORNING .-- PSALM CVI.
O LORD our God, great art thou, great is thy power, and of thy

wisdom there is no end ; we will praise thee, O Lord, we will give
thanks unto thee, for thou art good, and thy mercy endureth forever.
Who can utter thy mighty acts, who can show forth all thy praise ?

Remember us, O Lord, this morning, with the favor which thou
the good of thy chosen , that we may rejoice in the gladness of thy
nation , and that we may glory with thine inheritance.

O Lord , we

would rejoice and be glad in that triumph of our Saviour over

death and the grave, which this morning brings so closely into our
view .

And we would pray that as he arose from the dead, wemay

be enabled to arise from a death of sin to a life of holiness. May
that same divine and Almighty Spirit, that raised our Saviour from
the dead, descend into our hearts, and animate us with the power

of a divine life, and enable us to live to thy praise and glory.
Hitherto, O Lord , we have sinned with our fathers, we have com

mitted iniquity, we have done wickedly ; like them , we have pro
voked thy displeasure, and grieved thy Holy Spirit by the most
daring rebellion, and the basest ingratitude. We have been , like
them , often insensible to the grandeur of thy power, and to all the

attractive charms of thy mercy . O enter not, we pray thee , into
judgment with us, for in thy sight no flesh living can be justified ;
cast us not away from thy presence. Remember thy covenant, and
save us for thy name's sake. Cause the mighty power of thy grace
in the face of thine Anointed. Through the merits and intercession
of our great High Priest, have mercy upon us ; grant us mercy to

pardon, and grace to help us in every time of need. Sanctify us
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by thy Spirit of truth . Rebuke us not in thy hot displeasure.
When thou visitest us with affliction, be pleased to bless and sanctify
it for good . May we not despise the chastening of the Lord, neither
be weary of thy correction . Inspire us, O Lord , with gratitude for
the mercies of the past night and this morning ; prepare us for the
services of thy sanctuary ; enable us to worship thee who art a Spirit,

in spirit and in truth. Bless and strengthen thy servants in the
ministry. Give them , this day, a word in season ; enable them to
preach thy word with fidelity and earnestness, for the glory of thy
name, and the good of thy people . Enable thy people to hear the

truth with faith and affection . Extend the knowledge of thy grace
this day. May thy kingdom come. May the people praise thee,
may all the people praise thee. Gather thy people from among the
heathen , to give thanks unto thy holy name, and to triumph in thy
praise. Send us, O Lord, an answer to our prayers, for the sake of
thy well-beloved Son, in whose name we would say, Blessed be the
Lord God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting ; and in whose
wordswewould continue praying, Our Father who art in heaven, & c .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALM CVII. 1– 20.
Most gracious and blessed God , we would give thanks to thee
this night, for thou art good , and most worthy to be loved ; thy
mercy endureth forever. We would call upon our souls, and all
that is within us, to praise and bless thy holy name, for all the bless
ings of another Christian sabbath ; and for all the means of grace

that we enjoy. But, O Lord, we are not sufficient of ourselves for
this service. May thy Spirit assist our infirmities ; and may our of

ferings of gratitude and praise be perfumed by the incense of a Sa
viour's merits, and be acceptable in thy sight. We would adore

and praise thee as theGod of providence, and the Father ofmercies.
Thou art good to all, and thy tender mercies are over all thy works.
In thee thy people find grace equal to their necessities, and sufficient

for their wants. Thou hast delivered our souls from death , our
eyes from tears, and our feet from falling. Thanks be unto God for
his unspeakable gift. Blessed be he that came in the name of the
Lord to save us. O that men would praise the Lord for his good
ness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men . Let the

redeemed of the Lord say so, whom he hath redeemed from the
hand of the enemy.

O Lord , may a sense of thy goodness, both in

providence and grace, fill our hearts with love to thee, and lead us
to devote ourselves to thy praise and glory. May the love of Christ
constrain us, to live not unto ourselves, but unto him who died for

us and rose again . May we feel that we are not our own, but that
we are bought with a price the most precious ; and are bound by
every tie to glorify God in our bodies and spirits which are his.

May the services of this day be blessed and made effectual for this
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purpose , for we have to lament that we have hitherto been ungrate
ful recipients of thy mercy, and unprofitable servants. We have

been too insensible to thy loving-kindness towards us, and too un
mindful of our obligations to thee. We have not loved, served, and
glorified thee as we ought to have done. We have not devoted our

time and our talents to thy glory , even on this thy holy day ; we
have been too much taken up about the things of time, to the neg
lect of God, and the things that belong to our peace . Pardon, O
Lord , our unworthiness, and enable us, in time to come, to love

thee more and serve thee better. May thy Spirit be poured out from
on high upon us this night, as a family , and as individuals. May
he seal upon our hearts the instructions we have this day received

from thy word, that our faith may be strengthened, our hopes con

firmed, and our love enlivened ; and that thy namemay be glorified .
Bless all with whom we have this day joined in thy services. Bless
the word preached throughout the world . May the Lord God make

known to all men his salvation . Be the God of our friends, make
them objects ofthy love and mercy, remember them with that favor
which thou bearest to thy people. O thou who art the keeper of
Israel, watch over us, and let no evil befall us during the hours of

rest. Hear us, O Lord, and accept of us, for the Redeemer's sake.
Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . — ISAIAH V. VI.

Holy, holy, holy art thou, O Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full
of thy glory. Thou art of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, thou
chargest even thine angels with folly. They worship thee with their
faces veiled, and the heavens are not clean in thy sight; we, then,
the sinful beings ofthe dust, can approach thy thrice holy presence,
only in the name, and trusting to the merits, of him whom thou
hearest always, and in whom thou art always well pleased. For his

sake, be pleased, we beseech thee, to receive us graciously, and love

us freely . We praise thee for the gospel privileges we so richly en
joy, for the ministration ofword and ordinances, for the means of
grace, and the hopes of glory ; and we pray that thy Spirit may lead
us to a right and becoming improvement of them . Enable us to re
member, that to whomsoever much is given, of them will much be
required. O Lord,we have to confess that we have indeed been un
profitable servants, barren and unfruitful in thy service ; other lords
have had dominion over us ; we have been serving the world and
the flesh more than the living God . Weare indeed undone, a people
of unclean lips, and we dwell among a people of unclean lips. If

thou wert to enter into judgment with us, we could not answer thee
for one of a thousand of our sins and provocations. But we rejoice
that with thee there is mercy and forgiveness. To whom can we go
but unto thee, thou alone hast the words of eternal life. Have mer.

cy upon us, O Lord,according to thy loving-kindness. In the midst
35
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sake of Christ. Cleanse us from our sins in the fountain of his blood,
purge our consciences from dead works to serve the living God.

Put thy Spirit within us ; may he take of the things of Christ and
show them to us. May we, by the eye of faith , behold thy glory as
revealed in the face of Jesus Christ ; and may we be changed into
the same image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the

Lord. Deliver us, O Lord, from being carnally minded, which is
death . Give us to be spiritually minded , which is life and peace.
For this purpose, may thy blessing rest upon the services of the past
sabbath. May the influence of them remain on our hearts during

this day and during the week. May the word ofGod then read and
preached, prove to us the savor of life unto life. May thy grace
now prepare each one of us for all thy will respecting us this day.
Accept, 0) Lord , of our united thanksgivings for the repose and

peace of the past night, and for the blessings of this morning ; be

with us during the day, strengthening us for every duty, aiding us in
every trial, defending us from every danger, delivering us from all

temptation ,and enabling us to glorify thee in all thatwe do ; and ail
that we ask is in the name of the Lord Jesus, our advocate . Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . - GALATIANS I.
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, we would adore and praise thee
this night, as the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ ; and we would draw near to thee by faith , and our spirits

would hold communion with thee, as our reconciled Father in him .
We have, indeed , offended thee times and ways without number, we
are by nature children of wrath, enemies to God in our minds by
wicked works ; but behold, whatmanner of love the Father hath be

stowed upon us, that we should be called the sons ofGod. We give

thee, O God, all praise and glory for this assurance of thy love ; we
bless thee that when we were without hope, and withouthelp , thine
own eternal and well-beloved Son gave himself for our sins, that he

might deliver us from this present evil world , according to the will
of God our Father ; and we rejoice to think that thou hast raised
him from the dead , appointed him head over all things to his church ,
and exalted him a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance and for

giveness of sins to Israel. May we, indeed , be children of God by
faith in Jesus Christ ; may we be called by his grace, and separated

from a world lying in wickedness by his Spirit for his service. May
we be justified freely by his grace , and have peace with God . May
we know the truth as it is in Jesus, and may the truth make us free .
May we enjoy the glorious liberty of the children ofGod . May we

hold fast the form of sound words which we have heard in faith and
lovewhich is in Christ Jesus. Be pleased, O God, to reveal thy Son

in us, and give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the know )
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edge of Jesus Christ ; Corbid that any of us should come short by un
belief. Lord, help our unbelief; increase our faith , make it a vital,
active, and constraining principle of holiness in our hearts ; bring us
more under the influence of faith , that our lives may be spent more
to thy glory - more to the honor of our Christian profession , and thus
more to our own peace and comfort. Forbid, O Lord , that any of us

should deceive ourselves, by a form of godliness, without the power

of it ; forbid that any of us should rest satisfied with knowing the
first elements of religion ; but may we all, assisted by thy grace , press
forward to the blessed experience and full enjoyment of thy service.

Be pleased, O God, to hear our prayers in behalf of the sick, the af
flicted,and the dying ; be a present help in every time of need. For
our friends and brethren, we would also put up our supplicationsbe
fore thee, O Father ofmercies. May grace and peace, from God the
Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, be to all men . May all people
be blessed in Jesus, and may all call him blessed. With grateful
hearts for all thy goodness to us individually, and as a family , we
would this evening commend ourselves to the protection of him who

neither slumbers nor sleeps. May we be raised up in the morning,
in health , and in soundness ofmind, ready and willing to devote our
preserved lives and refreshed powers to the service and glory of our
God. May our services at this time be acceptable in thy sight, O
our God , through Jesus Christ our Redeemer — to whom , with thee,

O Father, and the Holy Ghost, be all glory forever and ever. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING .— ISAIAH XI. XII.

O LORD our God, we desire, on this morning of a new day, to pre
sent ourselves before thee, and to bless thee for thy continued good
ness. We laid ourselves down and slept ; we have awaked , for the
Lord sustained us. And we are this morning reminded of our man .

ifold obligations unto thee, and of the strong claimswhich thou hast
upon our gratitude, our love and our obedience. We adore thee as

the Maker of all things, as the righteous Governor of the universe, as

the God of grace and of salvation . Thou madest man upright, and
adornedst him with thine own image, and gavest him dominion over
thy creatures. But,alas ! man being in innocence, abode not therein .
The crown fell from his head ; the gold became dim , and the most
fine gold was changed . Wemourn over this fall,by which we have
been despoiled of the divine image, and have become guilty and mis
erable creatures. And we mourn over it because, in consequence

thereof, we are become depraved, and are alienated in heart and
mind from God, and are ever prone to sin . But we bless thy name,
that though thou wast angry with us, thine anger is turned away,
and thou comfortedst us. We rejoice in that we are privileged to
say, Behold , God is my salvation ; I will trust and not be afraid , for
the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song ; he also is become
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my salvation. And we pray that wemay each of us have a personal
interest in the blessings of this salvation , and that, having received
the doctrine of Christ, and found it to be light and life to our souls,
we may each of us be enabled this day, and through the whole of our

life, to live as it becomes those whom God hath delivered from the
power of darkness, and bath translated into the kingdom of his dear
Son . O Lord, let thy kingdom come, and let thy will be done in
earth as it is in heaven . Hasten the glory of the latter day, even the

day when the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea. And asthe promise has been given that Christ
shall have the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of
the earth for his possession , O let this promise be speedily accom
plished, and let Christ be acknowledged in all lands, and let his doc

trine be received by all people. Let the time come when the out
casts of Israel shall be assembled, and the dispersed of Judah shall
be gathered together from the four corners of the earth ; when
Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim ;

when the fulness ofthe Gentiles shall be come in , and all Israel shall

be saved ; and when all nations, drawing water with joy out of the
wells of salvation, shall say, Praise the Lord, call upon his name, de
clare his doings among the people , make mention that his name is
exalted. Our prayers, O God, are before thee. We ask all in the
name and for the sake of Christ. And unto the Father, the Son , and

the Holy Ghost, one God, we ascribe all praise and glory . Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING .- GALATIANS II.
ALMIGHTY and most mercifulGod, we desire to lift up our souls
unto thee, and to beseech of thee to pour out upon us the Spirit of
grace and of supplications. Unto thee, O God , we desire to give
thanks, for thou hast created us, and hast brought us up hitherto.
We are the work of thy hand, the sheep of thy pasture, the objects
of thy favor. Wewill sing of the mercies of the Lord forever, and
make known thy faithfulness to all generations, for thou alone art
merciful and gracious, thy mercy shall be built up forever, and thy

faithfulness shall be established in the heavens. 'We, O Lord, are

in ourselves destitute and helpless. All our righteousness is as filthy
rags in thy sight, and all our strength , weakness and vanity. And
there is no man that can give a ransom for his soul, or that can ob
tain acceptance with God by any righteousness of his own. But we
rejoice to know , that as by the works of the law no flesh shall be

justified in the sight of God, the righteousness of Christ is all-meri
torious to the sinner's justification. And we pray that, through the
teaching of the Holy Spirit, wemay attain to right views of the way

ofacceptance and of peace with God ; and that, from a deep sense
of our guilt and misery, we may be enabled to flee by faith to Christ,

and thus be justified through him . And being justified by the faith
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of Christ, may we beware lest we walk in unrighteousness, and lest
we live as those who frustrate thy grace, or as those who go about
to establish a righteousness of their own. Save us, O God, from that

fear of man which bringeth a snare. Let us never be tempted to

dissemble ; but may we be enabled to walk uprightly, and to be
vigilant and humble , as knowing that we are compassed with infir

mity, and exposed to manifold temptations. And may we be zeal
ous for thy truth , seeking to evidence its excellence and power by
that charity which is the bond of perfectness, and by a life of holy

devotedness to God . May we, through the law , be dead to the law ,
that wemay live to thee . And may each one of us, knowing his
calling of God, and exercising an implicit reliance upon Christ, be
able to say, I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live ; yet not

I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh ,
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave him
self for me. We thank thee, O God , for the mercies of the past day ;
and we pray that for Christ 's sake thou wouldst freely pardon the

sins of which we have been guilty in the course of it, and give us
grace to live more holily for the time to come. We desire to com

mit ourselves to thy care during this night. We pray that our sleep
may be quiet and refreshing. And if thou art pleased to bring us

to the lightof a new day,may we find increased delight in thy ser
vice, and a growing desire after entire conformity to thy image.

Hear us, O Lord, and do for us above all that we can ask or think ,
for Christ 's sake.

Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . — ISAIAH XXV. XXVI.
O LORD our God, thou art great, and greatly to be feared and to

be reverenced . Thou art righteous in all thy ways, and holy in all
thy works.

Thou art good also, and greatly to be loved ; thy tender

mercies are over all thy works. We desire to come unto thee this
morning under a deep impression of our unworthiness, and our in

sufficiency, and our guilt. And in waiting upon thee we would take
encouragement from knowing that thou regardest the prayer of the

destitute , and that thou art ready to succor all that call upon thy
name. Let the desire of our souls be towards thee, O God, and to
the remembrance of thee, for thou art the centre of all perfection ,

and the source of all blessedness, and the giver of every good and
every perfect gift. May we stand in awe of thy judgments . May
we rely upon thy promises. May we hope in thy mercy. May we

rejoice in thy salvation. Let the remembrance of thy goodness
towards us in providence , and especially in grace, quicken our grati
tude and love to thee, lead us to confide in thee continually, and
make us willing to go forward in the path of commanded duty,
whether that lead to doing or to suffering. May the time past of
our life suffice to have wrought the will of the flesh , and to have
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walked after the course of this world . And though hitherto other
lords besides thee have had dominion over us, and led us captive at
their pleasure, we would now desire to say, By thee only will we
make mention of thy name. By thy grace and strength alone we
are delivered from the power of all our enemies. In thee alone we
find a sure and unfailing refuge ; therefore will we celebrate thy
praise, and trust in thee forever. O save us, we pray thee, from a
spirit of rebelliousness against thy holy will, and make us humble ,
and contented , and patient. Deliver us from the evil that is in the

world around us, and from the wickedness of our own hearts ; and
may thy Holy Spirit dwell within us, and be unto us a Spirit of
adoption , and of sanctification , and of prayer, that thus we may

know our calling of God , and may serve thee acceptably and joy.
fully all the days of our life. O Lord , let all the nations praise thee.
Let all people enjoy the rich provision which thou hast made in the
gospel of thy Son . Let the veil that is yet spread over the nations
be withdrawn ; and let him who is the light, and the life , and the
consolation of all people, speedily appear to all the ends of the earth .
Suit the supplies of thy grace to the varying circumstances of all
whom we ought to bear upon our minds before thee. And may
each of us be enabled to live this day and henceforth in thy fear and
to thy glory. And all that we ask is in the name and through the
merits of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is our strength and our Re
deemer. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . – GALATIANS III.

O LORD, enable us this evening to come before thee, deeply im .
pressed with a sense of thy majesty and glory, and give us grace
that we may present unto thee a spiritual sacrifice acceptable unto
God through Jesus Christ. We are indeed most unworthy to ap
proach unto thee : for we are less than the least of all thy mercies,
and are become estranged and defiled by sin. But we bless the God

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, in him , hath been pleased
to draw nigh to us in mercy, and to make known to us the method
of reconciliation and of peace.

And we pray that we may be made

sensible of the greatness of our privilege in having received the rev .
elation of thy will, regarding the means of acceptance with thee, and
of being made like unto thee. Give us, O God, a lively apprehen .

sion of ourmisery by nature as lying under the curse of a broken
law , and of the impossibility of being justified in thy sight by our
own righteousness, or by any works of the law . And seeing that
thy law shows us to be transgressors, and to lie under a sentence of

condemnation , may we be effectually moved by thy Spirit to make
application unto Christ, that through faith in him we may be ac

cepted as righteous, and may be delivered from condemnation . May

we look to Jesus as having been evidently set forth crucified among
us, and as having thus redeemed us from the curse of the law , and
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purchased for us the gift of eternal life. May his cross be that alone

tentjoindependented unto Abunto all oth, and may be study to

in which we glory ; and may nothing be allowed to draw off our
attention from it, or to prevail with us to hope for either peace or
purity independently of it. Work in us, we pray thee, that faith
which was accounted unto Abraham for righteousness, and which is
the great means of attaining unto all other spiritual blessings, that

thus we may be the children of Abraham , and may be blessed with
him . And having been baptized into Christ, may we study to put

on Christ, and to resemble him wholly in his disposition and char.
acter, and thus to evidence that we are indeed the children of God
by faith in Christ Jesus, and heirs according to the promise, and
growing in meetness for the inheritance of the saints in light. We

thank thee, O God, for all thy goodness to us during the past day,
and ever since we came into the world . Be with us, we earnestly
beseech thee, through this night. Let thine everlasting arms be
around us ; and let thy good Spirit uphold and protect us. May the
close of every day remind us that we are advancing to the close of
life , and that the night cometh in which no man can work . And
may this recollection move us to quicken our diligence in all the
work ofholy living, and constrain us to live under the power of the
world to come. Be thou theGod of our friends and relatives wher

ever they are, and under whatever circumstances they may be placed .
Sanctify to them all thy dealings with them ; and give them all an

interest in Christ, and prepare them for the enjoyment of thyself in
heaven . Compassionate, we beseech thee, the sorrowful, the afflicted,
and the dying ; and suit the supplies of thy grace to their varying

need. Prepare us all for everything thou hast prepared for us, and
receive us at last into thy glory. And all that we ask is for the
sake of Christ, to whom , with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be

glory forever. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING. — ISAIAH XXXII.
WE worship, O God, and adore thee who art the high and lofty
One, whose name is Holy. Cherubim and seraphim are thy serv
ants.

Thy throne is exalted above all height, and thy name above

all blessing and praise. All fulness is thine. Grant unto us this
morning, we most humbly beseech thee, the Spirit of grace and sup
plication , that through Jesus Christ we may come with acceptance

into thy presence , and offer up the desires of our heart for things
agreeable unto thy holy will. We rejoice that thou hast raised up
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ from the dead, and hast given
him to be head over all things unto the church , which is his body,
the fulness of him who filleth all in all.

The hearts of all men are

in thy hand, and as the rivers of water thou canst turn them which
way soever thou willest ; render the princes and the rulers of this

world submissive unto the Prince of the kings of the earth, that
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justice may roll down like waters, and judgment like a mighty
stream . Bless with all temporal and eternal blessings the chiefmag
istrate of our land. Establish this land in righteousness, and sur

round it with wise and Christian advisers. Be gracious to the na
tion. Look down from heaven, O God, behold and visit with loving.
kindness thy church which thou hast planted amongst us. In every

season of rebuke, of doubt, and of perplexity , acknowledge, confirm ,
and direct thy people. Arm us, O Lord, with the whole armor of
God, that wemay be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

Strengthen us with allmight, by thy Spirit, in the inner man, so that
if called upon, wemay resist even unto blood, striving against sin.
Enable us to walk by faith and not by sight, to look unto Jesus, and

to have respect, not unto the light affliction which is but for a mo

ment, but unto that which it worketh out for us, even the far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. O that the wickedness of
the wicked were brought to an end ! Confound their devices, O
God , and frustrate their purposes, but convert and save their souls.
Pour out thy Holy Spirit upon us, O Lord . We bless thy name for
what our ears have heard, and our eyes have seen , and our hearts

have experienced, of this thy goodness. Revive thy work in the
midst of the years. Revive it in the church and congregation to
which we belong. Bless, O God, thy ministering servant, and give
success to his labors amongst us. Let thy Spirit descend upon all

flesh, till, before the light and life of the gospel, falsehood and all
ungodliness shall forever flee away, and faith and holiness, assurance
and peace universally prevail. We thank thee for having protected

us during the night which is passed ; be thou with us throughout
this day. Deliver us from evil, from satan, and from sin . Give us
bread to eat, and raiment to put on . Honor us by making us work .
ers together with thee in the cause of truth and righteousness.
Wash all our guiltiness away in the blood of Immanuel. And grant
us an answer of peace unto these our humble supplications, for all

that we ask is for the sake of Jesus Christ, who, together with the

Father, and the Holy Spirit, one God, liveth and reigneth, for ever
more. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - GALATIANS IV .
O God , who art the hearer and answerer of prayer, unto thee

should all flesh come. Grant us boldness, we humbly beseech thee,
to enter by the blood of Jesus into the holiest, by the new and live

ing way which thou hast consecrated for us through the rent veil of
the Redeemer's flesh . Deliver us, we pray thee, from all carnality ,
pride, and self-sufficiency. Set before us the length and breadth ,
the height and depth, and spirituality of thy law . Teach us that no
righteousness but that which is perfect, can meet with acceptance be
fore thee. Unite us, therefore, unto Christ, that we may be found
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in him , not having our own righteousness, which is of the law , but
that which is through the faith of Christ, even the righteousness
which is ofGod by faith . Remove away from us all servile fear and

ness of the letter, but in the newness of the Spirit. Shed in our
hearts the love of thee by the Holy Ghost, and convince us that, in

Christ Jesus, thou art a God of pardons, merciful and gracious, slow
to anger, and of great kindness. Enable us to look with a living
faith unto him who died for our sins and rose again for our justifi
cation. Teach us that our completeness is in Christ,that he fulfilled
the whole law for them that believe, and suffered the punishment
due to their sins ; and that therefore there is now no condemnation
to them that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh but

after the Spirit. Adopt us, O God, into thy family. Be thou unto
us a father, and may we be children unto thee. Give us the hearts
and feelings of children . Send forth the Spirit of thy Son into our
hearts whereby we shall cry Abba, Father, unto thee. O that he

would make intercession for us according to thy holy will. May he
strengthen, establish, and confirm our hearts with grace, in the faith

and obedience of the truth . Open the scriptures unto us, O Lord,
that we may understand thy law . Give us spiritual discernment in
all things. Shine in upon our minds, O God , with the light of thy
countenance, reconciled in Jesus Christ, that satan may never suc

ceed in leading us astray from the faith , and hopes, and holiness of
the gospel. And now , most gracious God and Father, we beseech

and implore thee to forgive the sins of which we have this day been
guilty. Blot them out, O Lord, and cast them behind thy back into
the depths of the seas of the blood of Immanuel, that they never
more may be remembered against us. Let whatever work thy Holy

Spirit may have wrought upon our hearts this day be carried on to
completion. We biess thee for all the goodness which thou bast
made to pass before us, and we desire to lie down in quietness and
to close our eyes in sleep with our hearts in a state of peaceful recon

ciliation to thy holy will, through Jesus Christ, our all-prevailing in

tercessor. And now to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost, be glory, and honor, and power, everlasting. Amen.

FRIDAY MORNING . - ISAIAH XL.

Thou art God thyself alone, O Lord, and there is none beside
thee : from everlasting to everlasting thou art God. Thy thoughts
unto uswards have been , from all eternity, thoughts of peace. At

sundry times, and in divers manners, thou foretoldest unto the fa
thers,by the prophets, that thou wouldst send forth into this world a
great Deliverer, one mighty to save. And when the fulness of time
was come, thou sentest forth thy well-beloved Son to suffer and to
die for us, who had forfeited our souls in rebellion against thy laws.
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O the height and the depth , and the length and the breadth of the

love of God in Christ Jesus; it passeth all understanding. O that
thy Holy Spirit would take our hearts of stone away, and give unto
us hearts of flesh , susceptible of being affected , impressed, and

moulded by the love ofGod. Who can save us but thee ? What
can cleanse our guilt away but the blood of thy Son ? Who can
create within us clean hearts, or renew right spirits within us, but

the Holy Ghost ? Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one living and
true God, we come to thee. Cast us not out of thy sight. Thou
wast our fathers' God, be thou the God of their children . Cleanse
us, ever-merciful Saviour, in thy blood which cleanseth from all sin .
Pardon our sin , most gracious Father, for it is great. Ever-blessed

Spirit of all grace, we desire to yield up ourselves unto thee. Take
us and sanctify us wholly, in spirit, soul, and body ; and preserve us

blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. We will put

thee in remembrance, ever-faithfulGod , of thy promise, to give unto
thy Son the nations for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of
the earth for his possession. Satan has now been , O Lord, for a long
time the God of this world . Cast him out. Let not other lords

than Jesus Christ continue to have dominion over man. Let thy
church, O God, stand forth in the might of thy Holy Spirit. Let
her put on her beautiful garments of the righteousness of Christ.
Let her nowhere lean upon an arm of flesh, but everywhere upon
him who loved her and gave himself for her. Lead her forth as the
morning, fair as themoon , clear as the sun , and terrible as an army

with banners. Let her lift up her voice and proclaim that her Sa
viour is God ; that behold he cometh with a strong hand, that his
arm shall rule for him , that his reward is with him , and his work

before him . Let not disappointment fret, nor opposition wear out
thy people ; but let them remember that the cause is God's, and

that in due time they shall reap if they faint not. And now , most
gracious Father, webeseech thee to be with us throughout this day.
Let not business engross our hearts, nor pleasure seduce our affec
tions from thee.

Let thy Holy Spirit continually remind us, that

thou ,God , seest us. Let us never forget the love which thou bearest
unto us in Christ. In eating, and in drinking, and in whatsoever we
do, enable us to do all unto thy glory. Defend us from evil, and
deliver us from sin . Forgive all our trespasses. And hear these

our humble supplications, for all that we ask is for the sake of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

FRIDAY EVENING . – GALATIANS V .
Thou art, O Lord, the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, through whom we humbly crave, this evening, access
into thy presence. We bless thy name that he hath finished trans

gression, inade an end to sin, and brought in everlasting righteous
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ness. Werejoice in believing that, by his own blood, he hath en
tered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption
for all who come unto thee through him . We flee from our sins

and from our own righteousness, unto the blood and obedience of
Jesus Christ. Wash us, O God , in his blood, that we may be clean,
and clothe us in his righteousness , that wemay be acceptable in thy
sight. Deliver us, O Lord , from all reliance on ourselves. Guard
us against even the slightest encroachments of a legal spirit. May
we be taught our Christian liberty, by the Holy Spirit, and enabled

by him to stand fast therein , and never again to come under a yoke
of bondage to rites or ceremonies, or to the justifying and condemn
ing power of the law . May we clearly see and deeply feel our utter
inability of our own selves, even to think a thought as we ought to
think it. . Let us, therefore, cast the salvation of our souls upon
Christ. We plead the sufferings of Christ : for their sake, forgive
our sins. We plead his righteousness before thee : look upon us in

him , see us in the face of thine Anointed, in whom thou beholdest
no iniquity in Jacob, nor discoverest perversity in Israel. Guard

us, O God, against the delusions of our wicked and deceitful hearts.
Let us not turn the grace ofGod into licentiousness. May we never
use our liberty for an occasion to the flesh . Let thy law be a light
unto our feet, and a lamp unto our path . Enable us to cleanse our
selves from all filthiness of the flesh and of the spirit, and to perfect
holiness in the fear of the Lord. May we not forget that our bodies
are the temples of the Holy Ghost ; and that whosoever defileth the
temple of God, him will God destroy . Implant love in our hearts

to one another. As much as in us lieth , may we live peaceably with
all men. Let thy people be kindly affectioned one to another with
brotherly love, in honor preferring one another. Close up, O God,
divisions, and put an end to schisms and separations among those

that are called by thy name. We bless thee, heavenly Father, for
all thy loving-kindness to us during this day , and we commit our
selves and all that belong to us unto thy care and keeping through
out this night. Watch over us and ours, O thou who never slum
berest nor sleepest, and let not evil comenear our dwelling. Open
our eyes in health and peace upon the light of another morning.
Continue to be gracious unto us through life, support us at death ,

and at last receive us into thy glory. For all that we ask is for the
sake of thy well-beloved Son, our only Lord and Saviour ; to whom
with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, our God and the God of our

fathers, be salvation, and blessing, and praise, from this timehence

forth, even for evermore. Amen , and Amen.

SATURDAY MORNING .— ISAIAH XLI.

O MOST holy and most gracious God, we prostrate ourselves be
fore thee this morning , in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thou
art the one living and true God . Besides thee there is none else
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rify thy name, because of thy mercy.

Our fathers sat in dark

ness, and at this day, we, their children, might have been bowing

down to the workmanship of our own hands; but in thy mercy,
thou hast dispelled our darkness, and turned us from idols, to serve
thee the living God . O Lord, help us to put away all the idols of
our heart and imagination , and worship thee alone in spirit and
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and make it manifest in our whole conduct, that thou art our God ,
and that we are thy people. We would lament that we have been
in time past so faithless as witnesses for thce, and we confess that as
thou didst deal fearfully, in the way of chastisement, with thine an
cient people, so now mightest thou deal fearfully with us. O Lord,

in the humble confession of our evil desert, we would cast ourselves
on thy forgiving grace. Be pleased to glorify the power of Christ's
atoning blood , and thine own sovereign love, in blotting out all our
transgressions. Receive us graciously and love us freely . Make

us thy children by faith in Jesus, that we may enjoy the privileges
and the blessings promised to Abraham thy friend . Do thou strength

en and help , yea, uphold us with the right hand of thy righteous
ness. Make us more than conquerors over the world , and every
enemy of our souls, and amid all our contests with self and the
world , the flesh and the devil, be thou our strength ; amidst all the
weariness and painfulness of our present wilderness condition, when
poor and needy we seek water and find none, and our tongue faileth

for thirst, forsake us not, O God of Israel, butmake our wilderness
pools of water ; refresh our souls, and at length bring us safely to
thy holy hill, even to thine own dwelling-place, that we may for
ever rest in peace. Overthrow , we beseech thee, the idolatry of the

world . Let the cross of Christ have free course and be glorified.
Do thou, according to thine own holy decree, utterly abolish idols,
and make the name of Jesus glorious in all lands. O let our own
land share richly in this blessing, and be established as a praise in

the whole earth . And remember poor perishing Israel. Return, in
mercy, to the seed of Jacob . Reveal Jesus to them in thy love, and
turn their hearts to thee. Accept of our thanksgiving for themercies
of the night, and this morning. Keep our going out and our coming

in this day. Guide us in all our ways, sanctify us fully , and the

glory shall be thine in Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

SATURDAY EVENING . – GALATIANS VI.
ALMIGHTY Father, at the close of another day we would bow
humbly before thee in the name of Jesus. Blessed be thy name that
in him thou art still gracious to us, to sinners. Thou art indeed our
Shepherd. Thou restorest our souls. Thou alone healest our back
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slidings, when thou mightest justly leave us to wander forever. O
Lord, help us to deal kindly with our erring brethren . Give us a

spirit of meekness, and humbling remembrance of our past failings,
that we may pity our fellow -disciples who fall into transgressions,

and strive to recover thern from the snare of the devil. O Lord, im .
press our hearts with the arousing truth , thatwe are still in the body,
still surrounded with manifold temptations, still liable to fall into

sin . Be thou our strength in the day of trial. Help us, we ear.
nestly beseech thee, to overcome the flesh . Let us not deceive our
selves, as if we could mock and deceive thee, with external profes.

sions of regard, while our hearts are not right before thee. O God,
give us grace to sow to the Spirit. Implant thine own truth in our
hearts, that blessed seed of the word, which produces fruit, both in

heart and life , unto holiness, that our end may be life everlasting ;
and grant that, as we overcome by the blood of the cross and this
word of Christ's testimony, so our own glorying may be not in men
or in ourselves, but in the cross of Christ. Abounding in all holi

ness of heart and love to thee, may we also abound in love to our
brethren . Help us to do good to the household of faith . Let us

seek the peace and prosperity of Zion, and loving her,may we pros
per. In due season let us reap , and support us that we faint not.

O grant that every dream of self-righteousness may be dispelled
from our hearts, and Christ alone exalted there ; and grant that

speedily the world may be converted to him . Let thy arm scatter
all opposition to his righteous truth , and raise up and send forth to
Jews and Gentiles multitudes of faithful ministers and missionaries,
who shall spend and be spent for Christ, till his namebe great from

the rising to the going down of the sun . May we bear about with

us in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of
Jesus may be manifest in ourmortal flesh . And thus daily living
in Christ, may we die in Christ, and be eternally thine. Blot out in

his blood all the offences of the day. Refresh our bodies with rest,
our souls with the peace which passeth all understanding, and the
glory shall be thine forever in Christ. Amen .

Thirty -Eighth Week .
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALM CVII. 21-43.
FATHER of mercies,God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we
prostrate ourselves on this the morning of thine own day, at the
footstool of thy throne of grace, in the nameof Jesus. Help us to

praise thee for thy goodness, for thy wonderfulworks to us the chil.
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dren of men . Blessed be thy name for all the merciful deliverances
vouchsafed to us hitherto, and for all the privileges with which we

our schee for et of pray the room

from tears, our feet from falling, and our souls from death , other.
wise we would not now be here thanking thee for thy mercy, and
waiting the hour which summons us to thy house of prayer. O
Lord, help us to feel our obligations, and to walk worthy of the vo
cation wherewith we are called. Bless, for this purpose , the portion
of thy word on which we have this morning meditated ; may it
deepen our conviction, that thou the Most High rulest in the affairs
ofmen and the nations; and may it encourage us to acknowledge
thee in all our ways, that thou mayest direct our steps. O lead us
into thy court with joy. May we see thee there, as thy people have,
manifest thyself to us in the forgiveness of all our sins, and the
complete renewal of our hearts. Show us the Saviour, and quicken

us to pant after his image. Satisfy our longing souls with the pro
vision of Zion . Bless that provision to us, and to all our fellow
worshippers. Make thy worship our delight. Assist thy minister
ing and missionary servants. May thy Holy Spirit give them a
mouth and wisdom , adding, this day,many to the redeemed of the
Lord, to give thanks for the mercy that endureth forever. May
these be gathered from all lands, but especially may they abound in
our own. - And number, we beseech thee, among them , and that
speedily, the seed of Jacob . May the Deliverer come out of Zion ,
and turn away ungodliness from Abraham 's seed . Bless our rulers

with thy fear ; make the sceptre of the land a sceptre of righteous
ness. O bring the wickedness of the wicked to an end, but estab
lish thou the just, that the righteous may see and rejoice, and all
iniquity stop her mouth . Be thou ever gracious to the storm -tossed
mariner, and hear his cry in the hour of his distress ; and even as
thou bringest him to his desired haven, so grant, that, when the
voyage of our life is come to a close, we may rest within the veil,
where now we desire to cast our anchor, and whither our forerunner
is already entered . Hear us graciously , and answer us in peace,
for Jesus' sake. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . - PSALM CVIII.

O God, we draw near to thee once more this day in the name of
Jesus. How precious is a day spent in thy courts . O Lord, we have
this day heard anew of thy love in Jesus. We would fix our hearts
on thee, and thy saving mercy in the blood of the cross. O Lord ,
thy mercy is great above the heavens, and thy truth reacheth untc
the clouds. Thou hast magnified thy wonderful works of grace to
ward us miserable sinners, and challenged the affections of our in
most souls. O forbid that we should withhold our heart from thee .
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O that we could open to him that stands at the door and knocks.
Constrain us by thy love to admit the Saviour. Awaken us to yield
our whole selves to thy service, and suffer us not to rest satisfied
with anything short of spiritual life, and that in the measure of the

stature of perfect men in Christ Jesus. We bless thee, that thou

hast promised a glorious and lasting victory to thy people, over all
their spiritual foes. We beseech thee to bestow that victory upon

us. Give us help, we implore thee, in this our warfare, for vain is
the help of man . - Wehave no strength, our strength is but weak ,
ness, even as our righteousness is, in thy sight, but filthy rags. Do
thou, then , strengthen and uphold us, with the right hand of thy
righteousness. Stretch out thy hand against the wrath of our ene

mies, and may thy right hand save us. Perfect that which concern
eth us, and bring us to thy holy hill, even to thy dwelling-place.

We bless thee for a sabbath of rest in our pilgrimage state. We
would enjoy it constantly as a pledge of the eternal rest above. O
Lord, blot out the sins thou hast discerned in our services this day,

and forgive the iniquities of our holy things, and answer our prayers
for spiritual mercy , not according to their meanness and want of
heart, but according to thy riches in glory by Jesus Christ. Follow ,

hear thy blessitenot this and the pless

with thy blessing, the word preached, that it may profit them who
heard it. O let not this sabbath -day pass without many tokens to
the efficacy of thy word, and the power of thy grace.

Build up thy

own people in the faith , and so bless the word that it may arouse
sinners, and convert them to Christ. O blessed God , grant that the
Son of David may speedily mete out the earth as his own, and es
tablish his rule throughout the whole world . Give to him the
throne of his Father over the house of Israel. • O turn the heart of

Abraham 's seed to thee, and the heart of all nations to thy own
dear Son . Let his enemies be scattered before the light of thy

countenance, and his church be established in thewhole earth. Into
thy hands do we commit this great work ; carry it on both in our
hearts, and among our fellow -worshippers, in our own land, and in

all lands, till all the ends of the earth turn unto the Lord , and all
kindreds of the nations do thee homage. May the good Lord hasten
it in his time. Into thy hands we commend our souls for the coming

night. Keep us in peace, refresh us with the sleep of thy beloved,
and raise us on themorning of a new day, renewed for thy service.
And all we implore is for Jesus' sake. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . ISAIAH XLII.
ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed God , at the footstool of thy throne
would we this morning bow ourselves, rendering unto thee that

homage which is so due from the rational creatures which thou hast
formed. Thou art exalted indeed above all blessing and praise .

Thou art King ofkings, and Lord of lords, the great, and wise , and
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only potentate. Thousands of thousands of holy spirits surround
thy throne, saying, Great and marvellous are all thy works, Lord
God Almighty, just and true art thou in all thy ways, thou King of
saints. The most exalted of the heavenly intelligences veil their

faces and their feet with their wings in the presence of the Eternal,
while they cry out, Halleluia, halleluia , the Lord God omnipotent
reigneth . With what reverence, then, should the inhabitants of the
dust approach thee, crying, Unclean , unclean ; Lord, be merciful

to us, miserable sinners! And yet, O Lord, polluted though we be,
thou hast not shut us out from thy presence ; yea, thou hast given
us a Mediator, and invited us to approach thee ; and coming to thee
in his name, we may say, The Lord reigneth , let the earth rejoice,

and let the multitudes of the isles be glad . The Lord reigneth, and
he reigneth in mercy and in faithfulness ; mercy is over all his
works. O how wonderfully has thy mercy been manifested to the

children ofmen ! When all had sinned, when all had gone astray
like lost sheep , when Lebanon was not sufficient to burn, nor the
beasts thereon for a sin- offering, thou didst say, Redeem from going
down to destruction, for I have found a ransom . Behold my servant

whom I uphold ,mine elect in whom my soul delighteth. I have
called him in righteousness ; I have given him for a covenant of
the people, for a light of the Gentiles, to open the blind eyes, and

to bring them that sit in darkness out of the prison -house. And
blessed be thy name, this promise which thou gavest thou didst
graciously fulfil, for thou didst set forth thy Son as a propitiation

for sin , to die the just for the unjust, that he might bring us unto
God . O draw us by the bands of love, and by the cords of a man.
Draw us, and we will run after thee. May we say, Lord, we are
wholly thine. What wilt thou have us to do ? What dost thou

require us to suffer for thy name's sake ? We are thy servants,

truly we are thy servants, thou hast loosed our bands. O may this
be not only the language of our lips, but the prayer of our heart,

and the desire of our souls. May our lives be a song of gratitude
and praise to him who loved us, and gave himself for us. May the
love of Christ constrain us to live unto him through whose good
ness and mercy we live. May we bear about with us the dying of
the Lord Jesus, that the life also of the blessed Saviour may be

manifested in our mortal bodies. Hasten the happy time when the
wilderness shall blossom , when the inhabitant of the rock shall sing ,
when the most distant isles shall wait for thy law , and when thine

ancient people the Jews shall be brought in , with the fulness of the
Gentile nations. Hear these our prayers, for the Redeemer's sake.
Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . — EPHESIANS I.

We would this evening bow ourselves before the Lord who made
us ; and may we have grace that we may approach thee acceptably,
with reverence and with godly fear, for thou art greatly to be feared
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in the assemblies of thy saints, and to be had in reverence by all who
are about thee. Thou art exalted above our highest thoughts. Who
by searching can find out God ? Who can find out the Almighty
unto perfection ? But when the world by wisdom knew not Gol,
thou didst deign to reveal thyself not only as glorious in holiness,

but as the Lord merciful and gracious, forgiving iniquity, transgres
sion, and sin , through the atoning blood of the Redeemer. Yea ,

thou didst so love the world as to give thine only -begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but should have ever

lasting life. May we believe unto the saving of our souls. May
the love of Christ constrain us, because we thus judge, that if one
died for all, then were all dead ; and that he died for all, that they
who live should not henceforth live to themselves, but to him who
died for them and rose again . May we all be sealed with the Holy
Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of the purchased possession ,

to the praise of his glory. May the work of the Spirit on our hearts
of the happiness of heaven . May we more frequently meditate on

our corrupt state by nature, that we may be more convinced of our
need of that spiritual Physician, who alone can heal the deadly
plague of our hearts. May we more frequently meditate on the
cording to the riches of thy grace, we have redemption, even the
forgiveness of sins, through the blood of Christ. And may wenever

forget that salvation originates in this glorious grace, that when en
abled to lead lives of faith and godliness , we may ascribe unto thee

the glory and the praise. Lead us to more frequent meditation on

the blessedness of the saints in light, who, with songs of rejoicing,
surround thy throne, that we may be ready to say, Othat we
had the wings of a dove, that we might fly away and be at rest,

Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly ; even so come, Lord Jesus, Gó
forth with the preaching of thy holy word throughout the earth, till
the wilderness blessom and the desert rejoice. Bless this family and
all our friends. Our hearts ' desire and prayer is, that they and we
may be saved . Hear the prayers we now raise to thee, for the Re

deemer's sake. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . - ISAIAH L . LI.

ALMIGHTY Creator of all things, with reverence and contrition we
would present ourselves before thee. How shall we, who are sinful
dust and ashes, present ourselves before the Lord, who is of purer
eyes than to behold iniquity without abhorrence ? Wehave sinned ,
and what can we answer ? we have sold ourselves for naught, and
our iniquities, as the wind , have carried us away . We have encom

passed ourselves with sparks; we have walked in the light of our

own fire, and in the sparks of our own kindling ; and hadst thou left
36
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and our fire would have been the unquenchable burnings of hell.
But O Lord, when our iniquities had brought us low ; when wewere
laden with pollution ; when we deserved to lie down in everlasting
sorrow ; when thou sawest us in our blood , thou didst behold us
with compassion ; yea, when we were in our blood, thou didst say

unto us, Live, and the time was a time of love. Thou didst seal thy

covenant of grace with redeeming blood . Thou didst send a Saviour.
He gave his back to the smiters, and his cheeks to them that plucked
off the hair , and hid not his face from shame and spitting. He was

wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities ; he
died that we might live. O may we, then, love and fear the Lord
and his goodness, and obey the voice of the heavenly Saviour. May
we know righteousness, and walk in the light of the Lord 's counte
nance. And if at any time we walk in darkness and see no light,
may we trust in the Lord, and stay ourselves on the most high God .

When we remember the years of the right hand of the Most High, in
difficulties and dangers we will say, Awake, awake, put on thy
strength , O arm of the Lord ; awake as in the ancient days, the gen

eration of old . Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab , and wounded
the dragon ? Art thou not it that hath dried the sea, the waters of

the great deep ; that hath made the depths of the sea a way for the
ransomed to pass over ?

O Lord, may we be under thy kind care

and keeping ; covered as in the hollow of thy hand ; guarded as the

apple of thine eye. O remember us in the multitude of thy tender
mercies. May we avail ourselves of our gospel privileges, and go on
from strength to strength, till every one of us appear in Zion. O
Lord , bless the church of Christ on earth . For Zion 's sake we will

not hold our peace, and for Jerusalem 's sake we will not rest, till the
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation there

of as a lamp that burneth . Say at last, Awake, awake, put on thy
strength , o Zion, put on thy beautiful garments , O Jerusalem , that
thou mayest be for a name and a praise, and that all the ends of the
earth may see the salvation of God Bless us and all whom we are
bound to have upon our spirits. Hear the prayers we now raise to
thee for the Redeemer's sake. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . - EPHESIANS II.

O THOU who dwellest in the heavens, King eternal, immortal, and
invisible, with reverence and humility would we this evening bow
ourselves before thee. Thou dwellest in light inaccessible and full of
glory. Myriads of holy spirits are around thy throne, delighting to
celebrate thy praise , and rejoicing to do thy will. What is man that
thou shouldst be mindful of him , or the children of men that thou

shouldst deign to visit them . Thou didst indeed create man very
good, an : didst delight in the work of thy hands ; butman being in
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honor abode not ; he rebelled against the God who made him ; he
becaine sinful himself, and entailed corruption and woe on all his

posterity . Wehad all gone astray like lost sheep ; we had all walked
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air , the spirit that now worketh in the children of diso

bedience. ButGod, who is rich in mercy, for his great love where
with he loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses and sins,
sent his Son to quicken us, that we who were without Christ, aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of
promise , having no hope, and without God in the world, might be

reconciled in the body of Christ's flesh , through death ; and though
once far off, might be made nigh by the blood of Christ, having,

through him , access by the Holy Spirit unto the Father, that we may
be presented holy, and unblamable, and unreprovable in his sight,
with exceeding joy . O may it be our joyful experience that Christ
has become our peace, and that by the cross he has slain the enmity,
and has enabled us to come unto God as children to a Father, who is
both able and willing to help us. Meditating much on the wonders

of redeeming love, may we say, We are not our own, but bought
with a price, not with corruptible things, such as silver and gold,but
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and

without spot ; therefore will we glorify thee in our bodies and in our
spirits, as we are wholly thine. May we remember that by grace we
are saved through faith , and that not of ourselves, it is the gift of
God ; not of works, lest any man should boast ; and may we show
that, as believers, we are God's workmanship , created in Christ Je
sus to good works, that we should walk therein ; and may our lives

be a song of gratitude and praise to him who loved us, and gave him .
self for us. Bless our brethren of mankind. Have mercy on those
who are yet fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind. May

they be led to see that the end of these things is death ; and when
roused to a sense of their guilt and their danger, they cry, What
shall we do to be saved ? lead them to him who came to seek and to
save that which was lost. Lead them to flee to him as the strong
hold ; and may they find that he is a hiding place from the wind,

and a covert from the storm . Bless this family and household, and
all our friends. May we all be of the household ofGod, built on the
foundation of the prophets and apostles, Jesus Christ himself being
the chief corner-stone. Hear our prayers, and grant an answer in

peace , for Christ's sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . — ISAIAH LII. LIII.
Our Father who art in heaven , we thine unworthy creatures, thy
rebellious children , would this morning bow before thee, to thank
and te bless thr holy name for all thy goodness and mercy towards

us. Thou causest the outgoings of the morning and evering to re
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joice over us ; thou fillest our mouths with food and our hearts with
gladness, and by the visitation of thy Spirit are our lives preserved.
We bless thee especially for that rich provision which thou hast

made for our spiritual wants in the gospel of thy Son, in that we
have redemption through his blood , even the forgiveness of our sins,
according to the riches of his grace. We rejoice that thou didst so

love our world as to give thine only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life. Herein
indeed is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us and gave
his Son to die for us. O may we ever join trembling with ourmirth,

knowing this is the condemnation ,that lighthas come into the world ,
und men love the darkness rather than the light.

But may the con .

sideration of thy great love to us in the gift of thy Son constrain us
to live no longer to ourselves, but to him that died for us and rose
again . Truly, all we like sheep had gone astray, we had turned
every one to his own way, and thou didst lay on him the iniquity of

us all. We bless thee that the chastisement of our peace was upon
him , and that with his stripes we are healed . Grant that whilst we
contemplate the sufferings of the Son of God, endured on our behalf,
our hearts may be melted into contrition and love. May we see in

these sufferings the exceeding demerit of sin, and be led to hate it
perfectly , and to shun every appearance of evil. May we learn in
the price paid for our redemption, something of the worth of the

soul and the weight of eternity, that we may be led with truly peni
tent hearts and humbled minds to lay hold on the hope set before us

Ghalk

in the gospel, that Christ may be formed in our hearts the hope of
glory ; that in us he may see of the travail of his soul and be satis.
fied ; that being delivered out of the hand of all our spiritual ene.
mies, we may serve thee without fear, in holiness and righteousness,

all the days of our lives. And, O Lord our God, whilst we desire an
interest in all the blessings of salvation for ourselves, we pray that
thy saving health may be made known to all the nations of the
earth . Extend the bounds of our Redeemer's kingdom . Build up,
the waste places in Zion. Increase the number of faithfulministers,

and grant them an abundant supply of the spirit of wisdom and love.

Make bare thy holy arm , that all the ends of the earth may see the
salvation of our God . We thank thee, O God , for thy care of us
last night,and for the health and comforts of this morning. Give us

this day our daily bread, preserve us from all evil, keep us back
from all sin , and lead us in the way everlasting. In mercy visit the
sick and the dying, comfort the mourner, be gracious to all who are

dear to us, and bless all for whom we should pray. And now unto
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,

and unto the Father and ever-blessed Spirit, be glory and dominion,
forever and ever. Amen .
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WEDNESDAY EVENING. - EPHESIANS III.
O LORD ourGod, we adore thee as the Father of our spirits and
the framer of our bodies, the source ofall our blessings and the foun
dation of all our hopes. We rejoice that ever thou didst proclaim

thy name to be the Lord, the Lord God merciful and gracious, long
suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thou. :: .
sands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin . We bless thee that
thou didst lay our help upon One who is mighty, and that when the
fulness of the time was come thou didst send forth thy Son,made

under the law , to redeem us from its curse. This is indeed a faithful
saying and worthy of all acceptation , that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners, even the chief. We bless thee for all that he
did , and taught, and suffered , while he remained upon earth, for the
words of salvation which flowed from his lips, and for the atoning
sacrifice which he offered for sin by his death upon the cross. We
thank thee for the gracious commission given to his apostles, to
preach the gospel to every creature ; that the gospel is the power of
God unto salvation , unto all who believe. We thank thee that to
us has the word of this salvation come.

O grant that we may feel

all its transforming energy and power upon our hearts and lives ;

thatbeing delivered from all ignorance, and error, and sin , we may
be unto the Lord for a peculiar people, zealous of good works ; that
having in us the hope which the gospel inspires, we may rise supe

rior to all the trials and temptations of life, and purify ourselves even
as thou art pure. For this cause would we bow the knee unto thee
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that thou didst grant us, accord
Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith ,
that being rooted and grounded in love we may be able to compre
hend with all saints the breadth and length, and depth and height,
and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, and to be
filled with the fulness of God. Give us much of that faith which
worketh by love, purifieth the heart, and overcometh the world ,
that we may walk by faith and not by sight, that the lives which
we now lead in the flesh may be by the faith of the Son of God .

Shed abroad abundantly thy love in our hearts by the Holy Ghost,
and teach us to love thee, the Lord our God, supremely , and each

other with true hearts fervently . Clothe us with humility, and give
us the meek and quiet spirit which in thy sight is of great price.
We thank thee, heavenly Father, for thy care of us during the past

day, for the supply of our wants, and the protection of thy kind
providence. We commit ourselves this night to thy care and keep
let no evil come nigh to us. Bless our family and dwell in it. May
each member of it be a subject of thy renewing grace, and an heir

of life eternal. Bless all our friends. Supply the wants of thine
own people. Dwell in the families of all who call upon thy name,
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and greatly increase the number of them that fear thee. And now
unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we
can ask or think , be glory in the church by Christ Jesus, through
out all ages, world without end. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . – ISAIAII LIV. LV.

'

FATHER ofpeace and God of love, it well becomes us to show forth
thy praises every morning, and to speak of thy faithfulness every
night. For thou art good unto all, and thy tender mercies are over

all thy works. It is because thy good hand has been upon us that
we have been preserved even until now . Thou hast kept our eyes
from tears, our feet from falling, and our souls from death . O en

able us to walk before thee in the land of the living. Teach us to
feel our dependence on thee for life, and breath, and all things, to
know the obligations under which we lie to serve thee, and ever to
remember our accountableness unto thee our judge. O Lord , we

confess our sins and shortcomings in thy sight; thou knowest all

our sins, all our foolishness is before thee. O deal not with us as we
have sinned against thee ; reward us not according to our deserts,

but in the midst of deserved wrath remember us in mercy. Show
us thy mercy and grant us thy salvation, love us with that love
which thou bearest unto thine own, and let no iniquity ever have

dominion over us. May our sins be all washed away in the blood
of atonement, and may we have the new heart and the right spirit
given to us, that henceforth we may no more go back , but keep thy
precepts continually .

Too long, alas ! have we spent our money for

that which was not bread , and labored for that which satisfied not.
We have set our affections upon the creature more than upon thee

the Creator, but now would we desire to return unto thee, now would

we forsake all our sinful ways and unrighteous thoughts. Do thou ,
O Lord , have mercy upon us. Pour out upon us a spirit of grace

and of supplication, that we may seek thy face with our whole heart.
Work in us that repentance which needeth not to be repented of,
that henceforth we may keep ourselves unspotted from the world ,
and shun every appearance of evil. Yea, work in us all the good
pleasure of thy goodness, and the work of faith with power, that our
fruitmay be unto holiness, and the end life everlasting. Lord ,make
us to know our end, and the measure of our days what it is, that we
may know how frail we are. Give us to believe more truly the re
ality of things unseen and eternal, to feel their importance more
deeply, and to live more constantly under their influence. Enable
us to lead the life of the righteous, that our last end may be as his .
We thank thee for thy care of usduring the last night; wehave lain
down and slept, and have again awakened, because thine arm sus
tained us. Preserve us this day in thy fear, guide us in the path of

duty, of purity, and of peace. Bless the people among whom we
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dwell; preside over us, and prosper thine own cause ..) the midst of
us. Let thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth as it is done
in heaven . Take away all our sins, and hear our prayers, for our
Redeemer's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . – EPHESIANS IV
O LORD our God, to whom can we go but unto thee, thou hast the
words of eternal life, thou art the God of salvation ? Thou art good ,
and thy tender mercies are over all thy works ; we are the living
monuments of thy sparing mercy. For iniquities we confess prevail
against us, do thou blot out all our transgressions. Hide thy face

from our sins, and give us to know the blessedness of theman whom
thou choosest and causest to approach unto thee. We bless thee
that thou hast no pleasure in the death of him that dieth , but rather
that all should turn unto thee and live. Turn us, O Lord , and we
shall be turned ; draw us, and we shall run after thee ; heal us, and
we shall be healed ; save thou us, and we shall be saved . For the

sake of thy dear Son who died for our sins, do thou heal all our
backslidings, receive us graciously and love us freely. We rejoice
that he died , the just for the unjust, that he might bring us unto
God . Webless thee for the hopes and promises of the gospel. We
rejoice that life and immortality have now clearly been brought to
light, that thou hast made known to us the way everlasting. O
teach and enable us to improve diligently the means of grace with

which we are so highly favored, remembering to whom much is
given , of them much shall be required . May webe enabled to walk
worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called ; to adorn the doc.
trine of God our Saviour by a liſe and conversation becoming the
gospel ; so to conduct ourselves at all times and in all circumstances,

that we may not grieve thy Holy Spirit, by whom we are sealed
unto the day of redemption. God of all grace, do thou shed down
thy Holy Spirit upon our hearts in rich abundance, to inspire us
with a hatred of everything that is displeasing to thee, and to form
us to a love of universal goodness, and a desire to make continual
advancements in it. For this end , bless to us those religious services
in which as a family we engage. May we wait upon thee in them
with prepared hearts, that we may be acceptable worshippers in thy
sight. Erable us to hear thy word with due attention , open our
minds to all the instructions which we receive from it, and bow our
hearts to humble obedience. By thy grace may we ever be enabled

to show mercy and speak truth , to do righteousness and to follow
peace. Fill us with all kind and charitable dispositions towards
each other, and let the peace of God rule in our hearts. May we
ever keep our tongue from evil and our lips from speaking guile.
And may the very God of peace himself sanctify us wholly ; and we

568

THIRTY-EIGHTH WEEK .

[ FRIDAY MORNING. .

th

ichpray
ord aJesus.
are stforill
ng ofof thethe LLord
nd for We
served blameless unto the coming
the advancement of the gospel in the world , and for the conversion
of Jews and Gentiles. May those places of the earth which are still

the abodes of horrid cruelty, be speedily visited with the peace-giv
ing, life-inspiring influences of the Sun of righteousness. And, o

God of love and mercy, do thou spread among Christians of every
profession a spirit of forbearance, and candor, and love, that all may
endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Be
favorable to our beloved land. Bless our friends and give them an
interest in the salvation of Christ. Look in mercy upon the sick ,
and sanctify affliction to them . Visit the dying to save them , and
teach us to remember the shortness of time and the awful importance
of eternity. Bless the young with teachable minds and sanctified
hearts, that they may remember thee their Creator. Watch over us

this night. May we lie down impressed with a sense of thy good
ness, may we awake in thy fear, enjoying thy favor, and rise with

renewed strength to discharge the duties of life and with more con
firmed resolutions to run the way of thy commandments. Hear our
prayer, forgive our sins, sanctify our nature and save our souls, for
our Redeemer's sake, thy Son. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . — ISAIAH LIX.

O LORD, the great and dreadful God, keeping covenant and mercy
to them that love thee, and to them that keep thy commandments,
we are ashamed and blush to lift up our faces before thee, for we

have sinned and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly,
and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and thy
judgments. Our sins, alas, have separated us from thy favor, and
exposed us to thy dreadful wrath . And we are so blind and infat
uated as to love our iniquities and go after our idols, forsaking thee
the living God, the fountain of living waters, the source of all spirit

ual life, and light, and joy. We have all gone astray like lost sheep ,
we have turned aside every one unto his own way, and the way of
peace we have not known. And our sins are deeply aggravated by

the peculiar favor thou hast shown us. We have abused our high
privileges, we have despised our own mercies, we have neglected the

warning voice of thy word,wehave resisted the striving of thy Spirit
with our hearts. Surely our wound is incurable, we have refused to
be healed . Yet to the Lord our God belong mercies and forgive
nesses, though we have rebelled against him .

Thy hand is not

shortened that it cannot save. But we have reason to lament our
own perverseness in cleaving to our own sins, and our own aversion
to apply for the precious blessings of thy grace. O turn us there

fore and we shall be turned. Grant us a deep and affecting sense
of our own depravity and blindness, of our own guilt and folly in

being so backward to avail ourselves of the new and living way by
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which we have access to thy favor. Turn us effectually both from
the love and practice of iniquity. And cherish in our hearts every

holy principle and devout affection, that we may serve thee the Lord
our God in newness of life, imitating the perfect and blessed ex
ample of our divine Redeemer. But we have reason to bewail be
fore thee, not only our own personal corruption and guilt, but our
barren and unfruitful condition as a church of Christ, and our wo

ful degeneracy as a Christian nation. We have provoked thee to
anger by our sins, and exposed ourselves to thy just and awful judg.

ments. O Lord , we humbly deprecate thy wrath against our sinful
land. Deprive us not of our privileges, but give us grace to improve
them better. Cut us not down as cumberers of the ground , but in

mercy prolong our space for repentance, and send us times of re.
vival and times of refreshing from thy presence. In the midst of
wrath remember mercy. Let not the wickedness of the wicked pros

per. Lift up a standard against the enemies of piety and righteous
ness, and arrest the progress of sin . Heal the backslidings of thy
people , and all the unseemly divisions of the church . Give greater

efficacy to the ministrations of thy servants and to the word of thy
grace, that sinners may be converted unto thee, and all thy people
edified and built up in love. And may our own souls prosper and
be in health before thee. May we be interested in the great salva
tion , and being justified through the blood of Jesus, may we share
in the blessed triumph and coming glory of his kingdom . Pardon
our many offences and direct our steps this day in thy ways. And
hear us for our Saviour's sake.

Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . - EPHESIANS V.
ALMIGHTY Father ! enable us to draw near unto thee in the ex

ercise of faith, and of a true heart, not trusting in our own right
eousness, but in the merits and mediation of the Lord Jesus Christ.

O give us the Spirit of adoption , to produce and cherish in us the
principles of a new and holy nature, that as dear children we may

be followers of God, and walk in love as Christ also hath loved us,
and hath given himself for us. We earnestly desire to be united to
Christ by a living faith, that we may receive out of his fulness all

needful supplies of grace , and may bring forth the fruits of right
eousness and holiness in life and conversation to thy praise and glory .
We devoutly thank thee for calling us out of darkness into thy mar.
vellous light, if so be that we have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
O teach and enable us to walk as children of light, having no fellow

ship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reproving

them by our good conversation . While we would place all our trust
for acceptance in thy sight, in the atoning sacrifice and perfect right
eousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for grace to enable us to
live ? becometh saints der.ying ungodliness and worldly lusts,
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shunning all uncleanness and covetousness, all filthiness and foolish
talking, and every sinful practice, and seeking to perfect holiness in
thy fear. Having fled for refuge to Christ, the hope set before us in

the gospel, may we never forget nor mistake the character which be
comes his disciples. As he who hath called us is holy, so may we

study to be holy also, in all manner of conversation and godliness.
Grant us the grace of spiritual wisdom that we may understand what

thy will is, and earnestly seek to fulfil it. O preserve us from all
intemperance, and from every unhallowed indulgence and excess,
that wemay not dishonor thy holy naine, nor degrade our Christian
character. But fill our souls with the comforting and pervading
presence of thy Holy Spirit, and with all peace and joy in believing.
And give us grace to submit ourselves one to another in thy fear,
and to discharge with fidelity all relative duties, taking Christ as our

great example, and seeking to be subject unto him as the exalted
Head and Husband of the church .

In his name would we now de.

sire to render thanks unto thee the Father, for the mercies of this

day, and for all the temporal good we enjoy, butmore especially for
our invaluable spiritual privileges. And we pray for the enlarge

ment of our Saviour's kingdom , and for the removal of every ob
stacle to its progress. May great accessions be daily made to that

glorious church which is sanctified and cleansed with the washing

of water by the word , and which Christ shall at last present to him
self without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that it may be holy
and without blemish . O do thou graciously pardon the sinswe have
committed this day, and take us under thy providential care during
the night. Never leave nor forsake us, but be our covenant God
and everlasting portion . And all that we ask is for the sake of our

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, to whom with the Father and the

Holy Ghost, be glory and dominion ascribed, now and forever.
Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . - ISAIAH LX.

O THOU eternal Spirit, who didst, in the work of creation, cause
the light to shine out of darkness, shine graciously into our hearts,
to give us the light of theknowledge of the glory ofGod , in the face

of Jesus Christ. Our souls are by nature dark and polluted ; and,
alas ! by reason of the ignorance that is in us, through the blind
ness and corruption of our hearts, we are alienated from God , and

prone to prefer the darkness to the light. But, О do thou dispel the
darkness, and subdue the enmity of our carnal minds, and shed
abroad a divine light, and a divine love in our souls. Almighty Fa

ther, we thank thee for the external light and privileges of the gos
pel, for the record thou hast given of thy Son in the scriptures, for
the knowledge of salvation, and for the offer and the means of eter

nal life. May we duly prize such blessed advantages, and rightly
improve them O give us grace that we may love the light, that we
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may come unto it, and walk in it. Give us the light of spiritual

knowledge in ourminds, and the light of faith and of hope in our
hearts. And make the light of thy gracious and reconciled counte
nance to shine upon us, that we may know our sins are forgiven,
and that we are called by thy Holy Spirit to be partakers of the

blessings of the new covenant. In thy wrath thou hadst reason to

smite us; but glory to thy name, that in thy favor thou hast had
mercy on us. O fulfil in our individual experience, all the good

words and comfortable words, thou hast spoken concerning thy Is
rael. Called out of nature's darkness, into thy marvellous light, O
help us to walk as children of the light, and as becometh our high
and holy calling, and our glorious destiny, ever remembering that
we are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, and a
peculiar people, and that we ought to shine as lights in the world .
And we would rejoice, O Lord , in our connection with the church
and kingdom ofour Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Wethank thee
for all thy precious promises regarding her extension , and her latter
day glory ; and we beseech thee to fulfil the blessed predictions

which thy mouth hath spoken, and to hasten the happy era when
darkness shall no more cover the earth, nor gross darkness the peo
ple ; but when all the kings of the earth shall know and honor thee,
and promote thy cause. Hasten , O Lord, the peace and prosperity

of Zion, beautify the place of thy sanctuary, and glorify the house
of thy glory. Put an end to the afflictions and persecutions of thy

church , and let her no more be forsaken and hated ; but let her be

called the city of the Lord, the Zion of the holy One of Israel. Make
her officers peace, and her exactors righteousness. Let her people
also be all righteous, that it may be seen that she is the branch of
thy planting, the work of thy hands, in which thou art glorified .
And, O may we all share in her felicity, and be honored to extend

her blessed influence in our generation . Hear, O Lord , these our

humble prayers, and mercifully pardon all our sins, for our Re
deemer's sake. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . — EPHESIANS VI.
HEAVENLY Father, we would humbly approach thee with holy rev
erence, and yet with filial confidence ; rejoicing to believe that with

thee our God there is mercy, that thou mayest be feared, and that
thou art now reconciling a guilty world to thyself, through the death
of thine own Son . For his righteousness' sake, we implore thee to for.

give our offences, and to renew our hearts . We lament the deep
corruption of our nature, and our constant prc neness in consequence

of it, to forget and omit the duties thou requirest of us. We are
convinced in our minds, that the way of duty is the way of happi
ness, and that there is no true satisfaction , no peace or profit in sin .
But alas ! we feel a law in our members, warring against the law of
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ourminds, and preventing us froin doing the things which wewould .
O do thou deliver us from the dominion of sin, and write thy law in

our hearts, and give us the spirit of new obedience. Thou hast
placed us in the various relations in which we stand to our fellow
men . May we study to discharge all the duties that belong to them

in thy fear, and with a single eye to thy glory. We can do nothing
in our own strength, but do thou, O Lord, make thy grace to be suf
ficient. And teach us ever to recognize, especially , the relations in
which we stand to thee as creatures, and as redeemed sinners ; and

to feel the infinite obligations under which we are laid to serve thee,
and the deep sense of gratitude by which we should be actuated .

May it be our grand aim to please and honorGod in all that we do.
And may wedaily search thy word, for the purpose of learning thy
will, and with a sincere desire to perform it. But surrounded as we
are in this sinful world with adverse influences, may we never fool.
ishly trust in our own weak and treacherous hearts, but in the prom
ised assistance of thy Holy Spirit. Fortify us to withstand the
temptations by which we are assailed ; help us to resist those formi
dable powers of darkness which are arrayed against us. Let not
our great adversary the devil prevail over us, or entangle us by his

insidious wiles. Enable us to put on the whole armor of God — to
fight the good fight of faith, and in thy strength, to overcome all our

spiritual enemies. We humbly thank thee for thy past goodness
and protection. We pray for thy counsel to guide us this day, and
during all our future progress on earth . And O grant us grace, so
to employ our time here as to prepare for heaven. Graciously bless
each of us, and all near and dear to us. Reward our benefactors,

and forgive and change the hearts of our enemies. Wepray for the
universal diffusion of our holy religion, and for the entire subversion
of all idolatry and sin . And we humbly entreat thee to hear and
answer our prayers, for our divine Redeemer's sake. Amen .

Thirty -Jinth Week .
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALM CIX.
O God of our praise, we desire this morning to lift our souls in
humble and gratefuladoration unto thee. Turn not away our prayer
from thee. Withhold not thy grace from us. Command thy kles
sing upon ns, even life for evermore. What cause have we for

gratitude that thou hast not cast us off forever ; that thou hast not
rendered our habitation desolate , and brought wrath upon us even

to the uttermost! Weare enemies to thee in our minds by.wicked
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works. Wehave manifested our enmity in various forms; in our
aversion to prayer ; in our want of subjection to thy law ; in our
neglect of the great salvation ; in our practical disregard of thy
threatenings; and in living to ourselves, fulfilling the desires of the
flesh and of the mind . Our backslidings are many, they testify
against us. We cast ourselves on thy mercy in Christ Jesus our

Lord. Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously , so willwe
ally. When we read in thy word of the awful effects of apostasy

render unto thee the fruit of our lips, the sacrifice of praise continu
lief. May we watch unto prayer. May we cultivate a growing ac.
quaintance with the character and work of Christ, and labor in his
strength to enter into the rest that remains for the people of God .

May we esteem his reproach greater riches than the treasures of the
world , and not be overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good .
Who can understand his errors ? Cleanse thou us from secret faults ,

minion over us. We thank thee for the undisturbed enjoyment of
our spiritual privileges, and more especially for permitting us to see
another sabbath . Unite our hearts to fear thy name, to hallow thy

day, to utter abundantly thy praise, and to draw nourishment from
thy word . Increase our spiritual appetite , and satisfy us with the
goodness of thy house, even of thy holy place. Be very gracious to

our pastor. Stand by and strengthen him in his varied labors.
May he speak to the heart ; by manifestationsof the truth commend
himself to every man's conscience in the sight of God, and be blessed
of thee in winning souls to Christ. Awaken the careless to serious
thought. Send relief to thy poor and afflicted ones. Save thy
people, and bless their inheritance ; feed them also , and lift them up

forever. Forgive, we beseech thee, ourmanifold sins, and graciously
accept of us for Christ's sake. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALMS CX. CXI.

O GOD, thou art glorious above all blessing and praise. We have
only a very faint conception ofthegreatness of thymajesty , the extent
of thy dominion, the glory of thy character, the riches of thy grace,

or the power of thy wrath . When we had fallen into the depths of
guilt and misery, thou didst, in the fulness of time, send forth thine
own Son, made of a woman, made under the law , to redeem us who
were under the law , that we might receive the adoption of sons.
We rejoice in the assurance that he has finished the work which

thou gavest him to do ; that he hath put away sin by the sacrifice
of himself ; that he hath brought in an everlasting righteousness ;

and that he is able to save to the very uttermost all that come unto
Penetrate us with a deep sense of cur sinfulness. May we be ashamed
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and confounded, and never dare to open our mouths any more in
our own defence . May we feel and acknowledge, that if we had
our due, the place of torment would be our portion. May we seek
and find redemption through the blood of Christ, even the forgive

ness of all our sins. Make us a willing people in the day of thy
power. Enrol us among the number in the day of thy called, and
chosen , and faithful ones. Nerve us for the contest with sin , satan ,

and the world . May we go forth to duty and trial, leaning on the
omnipotent arm of the Redeemer ; and may all our need be supplied
out of thy riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Lord , increase the faith
and patience of the saints. Give abundant success to the armies of
the Lamb. Gird thy sword on thy thigh, 0 most Mighty, and in
thy majesty ride prosperously , because of truth, and meekness, and

righteousness. Hasten the time when every knee shall bow to Je
sus, and every tongue confess that he is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father. Follow , we beseech thee, with thine enriching blessing,
the dispensation of word and sacrament, this day throughout the
church. May sinners in Zion be afraid. May the stout-hearted ,
and those who are far from righteousness, be subdued, and brought
nigh unto thee by the blood of the cross . And may thine own peo
ple everywhere increase and abound in love toward one another,
and toward all men. We bless thee for the continued supplies of

spiritual food . Evermore give usthe bread of life . Satisfy us early
with thy mercy, so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days. For
give, we humbly entreat thee, all our sins and shortcomings. Re.

store our souls, and lead us in the paths of righteousness for thy
name's sake. We desire this evening to lie down in peace , commit
ting ourselves, and all who are dear to us, to thy blessed guardian
ship . May we awake in safety, and ever walk closely with thee.

Graciously listen to the voice of our petitions ; and do unto us above
all that we can ask or think, for Christ's sake. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . — ISAIAH LXI. LXII.

O LORD our God, adored be thy name, that thou hast not left us
like millions of our fellow -creatures, naturally no worse than we are,
to feel after thee, if haply wemight and thee. Through the tender

mercy of our God the day-spring from on high hath visited us, to
give light unto uswho sat in darkness, and in the region and shadow
of death, to guide our feet in the way of peace. Thou hast brought
near thy righteousness, and revealed unto us the abundance of grace
and truth . Thou art inviting and beseeching us all, unworthy as
we are, to receive the atonement; to be reconciled unto thee through

the death of thy Son ; to be saved in the Lord with an everlasting
salvation. What manner of persons oughtwe to be in fervent grati
tude, in deep humility, in holy conversation and godliness ? Alas !

we liave requited thy love with the basest ingratitude. We have
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disregarded thy solemn and affectionate calls. Wehave underval.
ued the exceeding great and precious promises of the gospel. We
have turned to our farms and our merchandise, our studies and

amusements, and neglected the things that belong to our everlasting
peace. We have grieved thy Spirit, both by our remissness and

carnality. If we say that we have no sin , we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. Blot out, we beseech thee, as a thick cloud
our transgressions, and as a cloud our sins. Revive and quicken us
for thine own name's sake. Rescue us from the spiritual poverty,
degradation , and misery, in which we are involved . Bring us into

the glorious liberty of thy children . O let thy Holy Spirit be upon
us, that we may venerate the power of the Redeemer ; that we may

confide in his love ; that we may rejoice in his salvation ; that we
may grow in conformity to his image ; and that we may seek the
good of his church always. Lord , do thou accomplish, in thine own

good time, the glorious things which thou hast spoken of Zion. Re
move every obstacle in the way of her enlargement. Strengthen the
bars of her gates. Preserve peace in her borders, and fill her with
the finest of the wheat. Make bare thy holy arm in the conversion
of thine ancient people, and render speedily Jerusalem a praise in
the whole earth . We bless thee , O Lord, for thy protecting care,
and thine unwearied goodness. Thou hast made our cup run over.
Thou hast punished us far less than our sins deserve. In wrath
thou hast remembered mercy. May our comforts be blessed, our
trials sanctified, and our brotherly love increased . Be very gracious
to all who are dear to us. If they be in danger, do thou protect
them ; if they be in sorrow , do thou comfort them ; if they be ex

posed to temptation, do thou keep them from falling ; and if they be
still in their sins, do thou save them by the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost. Give food to the hungry, execute
judgment for the oppressed , and raise up all that are bowed down.

O Lord, hear ; O Lord , hearken and do ; defer not for thine own
name's sake. And unto thee be ascribed all glory and power forever
and ever.

Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . – PHILIPPIANS I.
O God, we adore thee as the Father of lights, from whom cometh
down every good and perfect gift, and with whom there is no varia
bleness, neither the least shadow of turning. We rejoice to know
that what thou hast done for countless multitudes, in every age of

the church , thou art able and willing to do also for us. With thee
there is enough of heavenly provision , and to spare. O do thou be
gin thy good work in each of our souls. Disclose to us the full ex .
tent of our depravity. Lead us in brokenness of spirit to the foot

stool of thy throne. Cause all thy goodness in Christ Jesus to pass

before us. Shine into our hearts, to give us the light of the knowl.
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edge of thy glory in the face of Christ. May werejoice here in hav.
ing no confidence in the flesh . May we be constrained by his love
to resist temptation , to mortify sin , to endure afflictions, and to

abound in the fruits of righteousness , which are, through Jesus

Christ, to the praise and glory of God . May we never be moved
away from the faith and hope of the gospel. May we follow the
Lamb whithersoever he goeth ; in sunshine and darkness ; in joy
and sorrow ; through good report and bad report. May we continue
steadfast and immovable, always abounding in thy work , in nothing
terrified by our adversaries ; and in the prospect of death, may we

have a desire to depart and to be with Christ, which is far better.
We thank thee, O Lord, for thy continued goodness. Unless the
Lord had been our help , our souls had almost dwelt in silence.
When we said , our feet are slipping away, thy mercy, O Lord, held
us up.

In the multitude of our thoughts within us, thy comforts de

light our souls. God of our fathers, be the God of our children.
Bring all with whom we are connected , and in whom we are inter
ested , to the fellowship of the gospel. Make them partakers of thy
grace. Remove every root of bitterness from our hearts, and pre

pare us for eternal communion in heaven . Regard the prayer of the
destitute ; hear the groaning of the prisoner ; and loose those that
are appointed to death . Go forth with thy faithful ministers and
missionaries everywhere, making the mountain a plain before them .
Let idolatry with its unnumbered evils be speedily abolished. Let
those who are incensed against thee be ashamed, and all who trust in
thee rejoice. Let the whole earth be filled with the glory of the
Lord. And now , O Lord, what wait we for ? Our hope is in thee.
Free us from all our trespasses. Stretch over us this night the shield

of thy blessed protection . Let goodness and mercy follow us all our
days, and may we dwell at last in thy house forever . And to thy

name in Christ Jesus, be eternal praise. Amen.

TUESDAY MORNING. — ISAIAH LXIII. LXIV.
HOLY God, we acknowledge the entire righteousness of all thy
dispensations in the government of this world . Thou mightest have
done with our church and nation as thou didst to other churches and
other lands, for we have in many respects grievously offended thee,

both as regards our duty in thy church, and in the civil community
wherewith we are connected. Be merciful to us according to the
multitude of thy compassions, and the merit of our Redeemer's pro
pitiation, and not according to our own deservings. May we be ena
bled ever to feel the influence of the death of Christ subduing the
enmity of our hearts, and producing in us the renouncement of all
rebellion against thee. And do thou grant that our church and
country may so turn from all which is displeasing in thine eyes, as

to experience the fulfilment of the promise thou hast made to all
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who reform and forsake their sins. O Lord God, remember the des .
olate condition ofthy people Israel, far more afflicted now than when

it was in former times deeply bewailed by thy prophets. Greathave
been their sins, as a people, against the Messiah, for whom their
fathers, in former times, looked with longing desire. Do thou speed
ily remove the veil which is upon their hearts, and give them sav .

ingly to know him , whom , with wicked hands, their fathers cruci

fied. And may the ingathering of Israel be to the Gentile nations
even as life from the dead . May all the other nations of the world ,
now sitting in darkness, whose forefathers enjoyed the brilliant shin

ing of the Sun of righteousness, be enlightened and awakened by thy
Holy Spirit. Their candlestick has been removed outof its place by
reason of their undervaluing and misimproving their exalted privi.

leges : may their day of merciful visitation even return , in which the
glad sound of the eternal gospel shall invite them to thy feet. And
do thou lead those who enjoy the true light of thy word to consider
seriously the darkness which has arisen on the countries where some
of thy most famous churches were once located, lest they imitate ·
them in the sin which has brought on them so terrible a calamity.
Hear us, forgive us, save us, for the Lord Jesus' sake. Glory be to

the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, forever. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . - PHILIPPIANS II.
ETERNAL God , we are ashamed to think how much our anxieties
have been confined to our own individual concerns, and how feeble
has been our intercession in behalf of the heathen who are living

without thee in the world . Lord Jesus, we blush to look on thy
cross, where unspeakable sufferings bespoke thy compassion for
mankind, feeling the deep reproach cast by the light streaming
thence on the feebleness of our endeavors, and the insignificant na
ture of the sacrifices we have made to advance the holy cause of
celestial compassion . Father of mercies, may our hearts feel the

impress of thy great benevolence , and show our fellowship with thee
by the odor of that love breathing in our lives, which led thee to
give thy Son, for man's transgression, to die. May the mind which
was in Christ be increasingly seen pervading the hearts and lives of

his followers. To the great harvest of souls, ripening in the fields
of this world for an endless life, send forth many laborers, who wil).
not count their lives dear unto themselves, that they may testify on
this sinful earth the gospel of the grace ofGod . And may the whole
earth soon be filled with the knowledge of the glory of God shining

in the face of Christ, even as the waters cover the channels of the
stormy sea. We commend ourselves and our supplications to the

ever-prevalent intercession of our great High Priest, who has passed
into the heavens. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Ghost. Amen .

37
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WEDNESDAY MORNING . - ISAIAH LXVI.
O MERCIFUL and righteous God, thou art terrible in thine angel,

as well as glorious in thy mercy. Who would not fear thee, who:0
judgments have often desolated the earth , in righteous retribution ,
on account of the sins of men, and whose judgments will still more
awfully appear when the heavens shall declare thy righteousness at
the great day of thy final judgment ?

Thine anger, so justly pro

voked , is no cause of wonder ; but the extraordinary grace thou re
vealest now to lostmankind, is most amazing. Itmay well fill,with
profoundest astonishment, the minds of angels, that thou, whose
greatness surpasses the highest flight of excited imagination, should
est condescend to dwell with those whose hearts have been taught to
tremble at thy word. O Lord, give us wisdom so to perceive thy
mercies and thy terrors, that we may at all times be found poor and
of a contrite spirit. May thy truth be diffused still more extensively

on earth, until the revelation of thy character, there set forth, sub
due many out of every people. We tremble to think of the danger
to which many, in whom we ought to feel deeply interested , are ex

posed by reason of their rebellion against thee. O touch their hearts
that, made willing in a day of thy power, they may really return to
thee by the way thou hast consecrated , and by which the greatest
sinner may find mercy at thy throne. Do with us as thou pleasest
during the few short years of this our mortal life ; but grant unto
us that wemay find mercy with thee at the great day, which shall
unchangeably decide the destiny of all the inhabitants of earth for
eternity. Hear us for thy beloved Son 's sake. Glory be to thee

who sittest upon the throne, and to thee, O Lamb of God, who once
for us was slain . Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . - PHILIPPIANS III.

FATHER of our Lord Jesus Christ, we render thee our humble
thanks for having so loved this rebellious world as to give thine
only -begotten Son to a life of soriuw ,and to a death of untold agony,

that we might live through him . Wemagnify thee, O ever-glorious
Son of God, for the mysterious righteousness, the righteousness of
God made manifest in the flesh, by which sinners may now be made

righteous notwithstanding all the guiltiness into which they have
been plunged by transgression. ( Holy Ghost, we bless thee for

the revelation of this plan for justifying sinners, devised in the coun

sels of eternity, and now declared by thee in the word given by thine
own inspiration . Eternal God, may this sacred righteousness be all

our confidence in life and death. May that faith be in us which
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unites to the Lord Jesus; and do thou impute to us his righteous
ness for our justification before thee. We renounce and forego all
dependence on ourselves and on our own deservings, and turn to
this as our only confidence. And may our hearts be constrained
by the love he displayed in making this amazing provision for our
recovery, to live only to him . May the great object for which he

came into the world — the destruction of the works of satan, ever
be the foremost object of our lives ; and to his second coming may
we look with longing expectation , as the period of our perfect sanc
tification , and of his completed glory. Lord, increase the number

of those who walk under the constraining influence of the cross of
Christ. Awaken those who dream of peace while really at war with
him ; and hasten the period when he shall reign undisputed and
unresisted from shore to shore, even to the earth 's remotest boun
dary. Hear us for his, our Redeemer's sake. Glory be to the God

of Israel, even to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost
forever. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . – JEREMIAH I.
O LORD, we adore thee as the Creator and the Governor of the
universe, the sovereign disposer of all events. Thou madest us, and
not we ourselves.

Thou upholdest us in life , and orderest every

circumstance in our lot ; and all thy paths are mercy and truth to
such as keep thy covenant and thy testimonies. Give us grace to
take hold of thy covenant in Jesus Christ. May we joyfully receive

him , as he is offered to us in the gospel, as the propitiation for our
sins, the end of the law for righteousness, our advocate and inter

cessor with thee the Father. And whilst we rely on his merits and
mediation for pardon and justification, for righteousness and eternal
life, may the love of Christ constrain us to live not unto ourselves,
but unto him that died for us and rose again , adorning the doctrine

of our God and Saviour by a walk and conversation becoming the
gospel. And do thou, O Lord, sit us for whatever may be thy will
and our duty. Thou hast made all things for thyself, and hast a
right to employ us according to thy pleasure. In the respective
situations which thou hast appointed us,may we be active, diligent,
and laborious ; and may we obtain mercy of the Lord to be found
faithful. Sensible of our own weakness, that in ourselves we are

without strength , may we be clothed with humility. But knowing

that there is help for us in God , assured that he is faithful who hath
said , My grace is sufficient for thee, formy strength is made perfect
in weakness,may we go on in the strength of the Lord, declining
no service , and fearing no danger. May our only inquiry be,What,
Lord, wilt thou have us to do ? and do thou work in us both to
will and to do of thy good pleasure, that we may glorify thee in all
things through Jesus Christ. Should fidelity to thee, our God , ex
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pose us to hatred and persecution from men, let us not be dismayed
at their faces ; but knowing who hath said , I will never leave nor
forsake thee,may we boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will
not fear what man shall do unto me. We bless thee, O Lord, that
thou hast, in all ages of the church , raised up and qualified men for
thy service . Be very gracious to all ministers and missionaries.
Let thy kingdom come, and thy will be done on earth as it is done
in heaven . May great grace be unto all who love our Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity ; and do thou add to thy church such as shall be

saved. Have compassion on the poor and destitute, on the afflicted
and the dying, and grant them grace according to their need. Re
gard in mercy our beloved friends and relatives. May their names

be written in the book of life, and may they be kept by the power
ofGod through faith unto salvation. Wethank thee for the mercies
of the past night and of this morning. Let thy presence go with us
throughout the day. In all our purposes and pursuits may we act
in a humble dependence on thy grace, with an earnest desire to do

thy will and to promote thy glory ; and do thou prosper all our
undertakings for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . – PHILIPPIANS IV .

WEadore thee, O Lord , as the King eternal, immortal, and invis
ible , the only wise God ; and we bless thee that life and immortality
are clearly brought to light in the gospel; for we believe that as
Jesus died and rose again , even so them which sleep in Jesus, God
will bring with him . Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who, according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten

us again unto a lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for those who are kept by the
power of God through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in
the last time. O Lord, may we be among those whom thou hast
chosen to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of

the truth ; and looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious ap
pearing of the great God and our Saviour, who shall change our vile
body that it may be fashioned like unto his own glorious body, may
we be steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as we know that our labor is not in vain in the

Lord. Zealous for the honor of the Redeemer's name, and the inte
rests of pure and undefiled religion , may we walk in love as Christ

also loved us, following after the things which make for peace, and
things wherewith we may edify one another. And, O Lord , let not
the weakness of our faith , the imperfection of our graces, or the trou
bles and the trials of this life, rob us of those consolations which the
gospel of Jesus is intended to administer. Claiming relation to thee
as our God and Father in Christ, contemplating the fulness of right
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eousness and grace that is treasured up in our divine Redeemer, and
anticipating an eternity of blessedness in heaven , may we rejoice

with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Living on these holy and
heavenly joys, knowing that the coming of the Lord draweth nigh ,

may we exercise a merciful and forgiving temper, and exhibit a be
coming moderation in all our worldly concerns, and constant resig .

nation and submission to thy will. May satan's kingdom be brought
to desolation, and on its ruins do thou everywhere establish the king .

dom of righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Let
thy peace rest on our Zion. Appoint salvation for walls and bul.
warks, and may the glory of the Lord be her defence. Bless our
friends, and abundantly reward our benefactors. May our God sup

ply all their need , according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

Forgive our enemies, and help us to forgive them from the heart.
Visit in mercy the sons and daughters of affliction ; sanctify afflic

tion ; spare useful lives; and prepare the dying for their great
change. Accept of our thanksgivings for the mercies of the past
day, and take us under thy protection throughout the night. Let
thy peace rest on our habitation . May our sleep be sweet; and may

we awake in the morning refreshed in body, and rejoicing in that
peace of God which passeth all understanding. Hear us, O Lord ,
and when thou hearest, answer and forgive, for the Lord Jesus
Christ's sake. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . – JEREMIAH II.

O THOU that hearest prayer, unto thee would we lift up our souls,
for thou art good and ready to forgive, and plenteous in mercy to
all that call on thee. Thou hastmade goodness and mercy to follow
after us all the days of our life. But, alas ! we have forgotten the
God that made us, and have lightly esteemed the Rock of our salva
tion . And thou mightest justly have left us to eat the fruit of our

lightly l to Bu t aga
the eft us ces. t hed in
own ways, and to be filled with our own devices. But to our God

belong mercies and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against
him . In the counsels of eternity thou didst devise a scheme of rec
onciliation and peace. When the fulness of time was come, thou

didst send forth thy Son , made of a woman, made under the law ,
thatwe might receive the adoption of sons ; and in the gospel of sal.

vation thou art addressing us in these gracious words, Return , ye
backsliding children , and I will heal your backslidings ; return , and
I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you. Turn thou us, O Lord,

and we shall be turned , for thou art the Lord our God. Open our
eyes to see the vanity of this world , and all its perishing enjoyments.

Convince us that they who are far from thee shall perish ; and O dis
pose us all to come unto thee, saying, in the language of the prodi
gal, Father,we have sinned against heaven and in thy sight, and are

na worthy to be called thy children ; and do thou, O Lord, embrace
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us in the arms of thy mercy ; restore us to thy family and favor.
Say unto us, I will be to you a Father, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters. I will be merciful to your unrighteousness ; your sins
and iniquities I will remember no more. Return unto me, for I

have redeemed you . And, O Lord , do thou give us the affections
and dispositions of thy children. Henceforth may we bow with rev
erence to thine authority, meekly submit to thy chastisements, study
thy will, and render to thee a hearty and a constant obedience, ani.

mated and strengthened by thy Spirit. May we be followers of God
as dear children , holy as thou art holy , merciful as thou art merciful,

eached in all the wen art perfect. Maou art merciful,

perfect as thou our Father in heaven art perfect. May the gospel of
Jesus soon be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations.

Revive thy work in the midst of us, and let the beauty of the Lord
our God be upon us. Heal the sick and comfort the afflicted . When
their heart is overwhelmed , lead them to the rock that is higher than
they. May all our friends be the friends ofGod . Be near to those
who are far from us. May our prayers meet before thy throne of

grace. Thou hast preserved us from the pestilence that walketh in

darkness, and hast permitted us to see the lightof a new day. Lord,
lift thou up upon us the light of thy countenance. Quicken us in

duty , and prepare us for whatever may be the allotments of thy
providence. Whether we eat or drink , or whatever we do, may we
do all to the glory of God , through Jesus Christ the Lord, our
strength and our Redeemer. Amen.

FRIDAY EVENING . - COLOSSIANS 1.
Holy, holy , holy Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is
to come. Who should not fear thee and glorify thy name, for thou
only art holy . Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil; thou
canst not look upon iniquity ; and iniquities, wemust confess, pre

vail against us. We have sinned against heaven and in thy sight,
and are utterly unworthy to approach into thy presence, or to take
thy sacred name into our polluted lips. But though we have sinned,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous,
who is the propitiation for our sins, and who is able to save to the
uttermost of all that come unto God by him , because he ever liveth

to make intercession for us. In the name, and relying on the inter

cession of our great High Priest in heaven, would we now prostrate
ourselves before thy throne of grace , to implore mercy to pardon,
and grace to help in time of need . God be merciful to us sinners.

May we have redemption through the blood of Jesus, even the for
giveness of our sins, and may we be reconciled to thee by the death
of thy Son . And O may the Holy Spirit take of the things of Christ

and show them to us, that we may be filled with admiration of his
glory, that wemay rely with confidence on his grace and power to

save, and may live devoted, souland hody to his service. Contem
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plating him as the brightness of the Father's glory, and the express
image of his person , as the Creator and Preserver of all things, the
Lord of angels and of men ,may we honor the Son even as we honor
the Father. And may we be filled with the knowledge of his will,
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that wemay walk worthy

of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work,and
increasing in the knowledge of God. Extend the boundaries of the
Redeemer's kingdom

Hasten the time when the fulness of the

Gentiles shall come in , and all Israel shall be saved. Enlarge and
purify our beloved church. May her peace be as a river, and her
righteousness as the waves of the sea. Regard the prayer of the

destitute, and prepare of thy goodness for the poor. Hear the cry
of the distressed, and send help from above. May the dying die in
the Lord , that death may be to them the entrance into everlasting
life . May those in whom we are specially interested by the ties of
nature and affection be the objects of thy special love, thy paternal
care, and saving grace ; and enable us to put on bowels of mercy,
bearing with one another, and forgiving one another. Thou hast
brought us to the close of another day. Lord, teach us so to count
our days as to apply our hearts unto wisdom . To the Keeper of
Israel we commit our souls, and our bodies, and all our concerns,
through the night. May the eye that never slumbers watch over us,

and underneath us be the everlasting arms. To the only wise God
our Saviour, be glory and majesty , dominion and power, both now
and ever.

Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . – JEREMIAH VI.
Most gracious God, we, thy frail and dependent creatures, would
present our united thanksgivings for themercies of the past night,

and the light of this morning. We lay down and slept, we awaked,
for thou the Lord sustainedst us. And now , that we are entering
upon the duties of the day, we should seek thy guidance, and
commit ourselves to thy care. O Lord, we confess that we are un

worthy of the least of thy mercies ; for we are partakers of a fallen
nature, and are chargeable with many violations of thy holy law .
Enter not into judgment with us. Let not our iniquities be remem
bered before thee, but blot them out for the sake of him whom thou
hearest always, and for whom thou art ready to forgive the chief of

sinners. May Christ be made unto us wisdom , and righteousness,
and sanctification , and redemption . May we be instructed by the
scriptures which he inspired ; may we be animated by the spirit
which he breathed ; may we be cultivating the graces which he ex
hibited ; may we at all times be seeking to be meet for the mansions
which he hath gone to prepare for his people . O Lord, let us always
remember that thou art faithful in thy threatenings, and that thy

judgments shall fall on the impenitent and ungodly. Lord, teach
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us to see the evil nature and bitter fruits of sin , that, knowing how

much it dishonoreth thee, and how ruinous it is to our own souls,

wemay depart from all iniquity. Cause us to hear thy loving-kind
ness in the morning, for in thee do we trust ; cause us to know the
way wherein we should walk , for we lift up our souls unto thee.

Thy thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are thy ways our ways ;
for as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are thy ways bigher
than our ways, and thy thoughts than our thoughts. Grant, O Lord,

that wemay be encouraged by thy merciful invitations, returning to
thee that thou mayest have mercy upon us, and that thou mayest

abundantly pardon . May a sense of thy goodness subdue our obdu
rate hearts, and may we hereafter glorify thee in our souls and in
our bodies which are thine. Enable us, O Lord , to look back with

profit upon those ages of thy church that were most distinguished
for faith and holiness. And while we find examples of many in
early times who witnessed a good confession in the world , let us copy
their patterns, and seek to grow in their manifold graces, yielding in
meek submission to thy holy will, contending for the faith that was
once delivered to the saints, and confessing that we are strangers and
pilgrims on the earth , whose great endeavor should be, to be travel
ling toward the city that hath foundations, whose builder and maker

is God . To thee, the God of all comfort, we commend those of our
brethren who are visited with trial, beseeching thee to heal their sor
rows, so that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. Bless
all who are connected with us by the ties of nature, and the bonds
of grace. O Lord , may thy grace descend on all conditions ofmen ,
so that they may choose the good part that cannot be taken away,

and lay hold on eternal life. And now , to thee the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Spirit, be ascribed all glory and honor. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . – COLOSSIANS II.

ALMIGHTY and most merciful God, who hast watched over us
during the engagements of this day, vouchsafe to us thy grace , while
we present before thee our prayers at its close. Help us to worship
thee who art a spirit, in spirit and in truth ; and grant that in all

our approaches to thy throne of mercy, we may look to be heard
and regarded only through the merits of our once crucified but now

exalted Lord. O Lord, do thou enable us with the docility of chil

dren , to receive into our understandings and hearts all the discoveries
of thy holy word , as coming from thee the Father of lights, and as
necessary to be believed and obeyed for our everlasting welfare.
Great, O Lord, is the mystery of godliness : God wasmanifest in the
flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gen

tiles, believed on in the world , received up into glory . May we see
this truth to be the only foundation for peace of mind ; may we re
gard it as proving the efficacy of Christ's atoning blood . And grant
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that we, believing in his greatness and glory , as the Son of God ;
and in his compassion and mercy, as the Son of man ; may through
him receive the remission of our manifold sins, and enjoy that peace
of mind which passeth all understanding, and which flows from faith

in thee as a reconciled Father. May we, O Lord, be delivered out
of the hands of all our enemies ; may we be saved from the devil,
and the world , and the flesh ; and may we serve thee without fear,

in holiness and righteousness, all the days of our lives. Let us, O
Lord, stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free ;
yet ever reverence and ever regard as of perpetual obligation all
those ordinances which are enjoined in thy word, and which may

prepare us for serving thee on earth , and for enjoying thee in heaven .
O Lord, we confess the hold which the world hath over us, how

prone we are to be allured by its pleasures, and distracted by its
cares, and we desire , now that the business of the week is closing, to
bless thee for the appointment of the Sabbath , and for the prospect

we have of entering on its holy engagements. Spread around us
the shield of thy protection during the silence of the night, and pre
serve us, if it be thy good pleasure, to the light of another day of the
Son of man. And grant, most merciful Father, that thy blessing
may so abundantly descend on the religious exercises of the Sabbath ,
that our souls may be prepared by them for an everlasting Sabbath
in heaven. Convey the glad tidings of redemption to all the tribes
of men , and let the banners of the cross be unfurled in every land .
In thee, O Lord, all the families of the earth are blessed. Be pleased
to bless all the members of this family, and grant that we may all

have one faith and one Lord ; so that we who are travelling
through the world together on earth , may be heirs together of thy
kingdom above. Let our prayers, O Lord , go up before thee as in

cense, and the liſting up of our hands as an evening sacrifice, accept

able through the mediation of Jesus Christ, our ever-blessed Re
deemer.

Amen .

Fortirty Week.
SABBATH MORNING . — PSALMS CXII. CXIII.

Most gracious God , who, in tenderness to man , hast appointed
one day in seven to be a holy sabbath to thyself, we praise and bless

thee that our sleep has not been the sleep of death, and that a Chris .
tian sabbath has again returned to us. May we be in the Spirit on
the Lord's day, and in all our religious exercisesmay we glorify him

who is the Lord of the sabbath . Keep us from profaning thy day,
by either the omission or the careless performance of its duties. May
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it be a day of refreshing to our souls from the presence of the Lord .
May we have larger views of thy love to us through Jesus Christ,

and of our duty to thee. May we be made more fully aware of our

lost condition by sin, and of the great salvation which was wrought
by him , who put away sin by the sacrifice ofhimself. May our ad .
miration of the excellence of Christ in his divinenature, and his holy

character, and his various offices, as prophet, priest, and king, to his
people, increase more and more. May we experience more of the

work of the Spirit in our hearts, casting down imaginations, and
every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God,

bringing about a conformity to the image of Christ, and producing
its blessed fruits of faith , hope, and charity. Make the sabbath, O
Lord , to be more reverently and devoutly observed throughout the
land. May every attempt to violate its sacredness, be discouraged

by men of influence and power; and may the poor become sensible
of its value, to both their temporal and their eternal welfare. Avert,

we beseech thee, the judgments which our abounding iniquities have
provoked. Pour out a spirit of repentance and reformation upon the
high and the low , the rich and the poor, the old and the young .

Suffer us not to imagine that our state is secure, because riches in.
crease, or arts are improved, or our munitions are strong. May it be
graven on our minds that a nation prospers, and individuals are

blessed, in proportion as the law of the Lord is revered . Let it not
be our condemnation that we have forsaken thy law , and are walking
after the imaginations of our own hearts. May the pride of self
righteousness be removed from us, and may we be so thoroughly
convinced of our sinfulness and guilt, that wemay thankfully accept
of the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ, and
may glory in nothing save in his cross. May the ministers of Christ
have grace to be faithful in warning their people to flee from the
wrath to come, and in bringing them to know the Lord,who delight

eth in loving-kindness, judgment, and righteousness, and exercises
these things in the earth . Go with us, and our fellow -worshippers,

this day to thy sanctuary, and show us thy salvation. Comfort and
revive with thy presence, all those who are prevented from engaging
in the solemnities of thy house. Uphold and direct our pastor in
discharging his sacred duties; and let all our devotional exercises
throughout the day be productive of the fruits of righteousness,

which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. Hear,
O Lord , and forgive, and accept of us, for Christ's sake. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALMS CXIV . CXV.

O THOU, who didst breathe into our nostrils the breath of life, and

by whose kind visitation we are preserved and blessed, we give thee
thanks for all thy temporal mercies, and we humbly pray, that in

whatsoever measure thou art pleased to supply them , we may ac

Monday MOENING.]

FORTIETH WEEK .

587

knowledge thine undeserved goodness, and may show forth thy
praise, by living in obedience to thy law . O thou, who art theGod
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and who, according to thine
abundant mercy, hast begotten us again unto a lively hope, by the
resurrection of thy Son from the dead, we give thee thanks that thou

hast quickened us together with Christ, and made us sit together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus. May that spiritual life which we
derive from thee, be cherished and sustained by the gracious influ .

ences of the Holy Ghost. Having raised us from the death of sin ,

and mortified within us the desires of the flesh , may he enable us to
set our affections on things above, and be continually advancing to

a greatermeetness for the inheritance of the saints in light. May

he render us watchful against sinful thoughts, and sinful words, and
sinful deeds, which bring down the wrath of God upon the children

of disobedience . May he render us diligent in exercising and im
proving humbleness of mind,meekness, charity, and all the other
graces, which are the ornaments of thine elect. May he prepare our
hearts for receiving the word of Christ ; and so accompany the read

ing and the preaching of the word with his own demonstration, that
it may be quick and powerful in enlightening our understandings,

and directing our conduct. May love to the Saviour so dwell with
in us, that whatsoever we do,may we do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus. In all the relations of life may we strive to adorn his doc
trine. In our social and domestic intercourse, and in every situa
tion in which we are called to act, may we maintain the dispositions
and the character of those who serve the Lord Christ, and who hope
through him to receive the reward of the inheritance. We give
thee thanks, O Lord, for the comfort which we have enjoyed, and
the instructions which we have received from the exercises and em

ployments of thy holy day. Pardon wherein we have sinned in our
religious services. Bless them to us and to our fellow -worshippers ;
and as sabbath after sabbath returns, may the Lord make us to in
crease and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men ,

to the end he may establish our hearts unblamable in holiness be

fore God , even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
with all his saints. We pray for the good of our country, and for

our rulers. We pray for the good of our church, and the uni
versal diffusion of the blessings of the gospel of Christ. May they
be the portion of all who labor under affliction . May they be the
portion of every member of this family , and of every friend and re
lation that we have. Watch , O Lord, around our bed while we sleep,
and whether we wake or sleep,may we be accepted with thee, for
Christ's sake. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . – JEREMIAH IX.

O LORD our God , thou dwellest on high, and thy glory is above
the heavens.

Thou inhabitest eternity, and art supremely and un
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Their transgressions cannot lessen thy

glory. Who is like unto thee, that humblest thyself to behold even
the things that are in heaven ?

Yet thou hast respect unto the

lowly upon earth ; yea , thou dwellest with him that is of a contrite
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive
the spirit of the contrite ones. Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us.

Our hope is in thee. Weare poor and needy ; and we adore and
praise thee that thou dost regard the prayer of the destitute, and
dost not despise their prayer. We thank thee also, that we have a
great High Priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, through whom we can come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help us in time of need .

Behold , O God , our shield , and look on the face of thine Anointed ,
that we, believing in him ,may find favor in thy sight. May wehave
redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins. May

our wants be supplied out of his fulness, that we may be as men of

God, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. May his Spirit
help our infirmities, so that our feet may be set as on a rock , and
our goings may be established in the way of thy commandments.
May we know the blessedness of them that fear thee, and delight in

thy law . In our intercourse with others, and in all our temporal
enjoyments, may we be kept from the evil which the things of the
world are apt to beget. In tribulation , may the hope of the gospel

be as the anchor of our souls, sure and steadfast. Depending upon
thee, as reconciled to us by the death of thy Son , and providing
for us with a father's care, may we be enabled to possess our souls

with patience. May the changes of life be borne with cheerful sub
mission to thee ; and may the approach of death be regarded , not as
the extinction of our joys, but as the period of our entering into

peace, to be forever with the Lord. As members of a family , we
offer grateful thanks for thy kindness in preserving us to another

day, and allowing us again to meet at the throne of grace. Bewith
us, O Lord, in all our out-goings and in -comings, to direct our ways,
and keep us from evil. May blessings, even showers of blessings,

descend upon our kindred , our neighbors, and our friends. Show
tokens for good to those who are in trouble . Be favorable to our
land , and to all who rule over us. Prosper our Zion ; and give ef

fect to the means that are employed for extending the knowledge of
thyself, and of thy great salvation ; that from the rising of the sun
unto the going down of the same, thy name may be praised. Hear

us, O Lord, in these our prayers, and answer us in thy mercy, for
the Redeemer's sake. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING .- COLOSSIANS III.
WE adore thee, O Lord, as the living and the true God . Thou
art possessed of every perfection, and all thy perfections are infinite.
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Thou didst create all things by the word of thy power. Thy throne
is in heaven , and thy dominion ruleth over all.

Thou art everywhere

present. Thou art acquainted with the circumstances of all thy
creatures, and thou art ever doing them good . Thou hast been
mindful of us ; and we render hearty thanks for the great and un

wearied kindness of thy providence, Thou hast supplied all our
wants. Thou hast relieved us from many difficulties. Thou . hast
given us much enjoyment in life. Thou hast been mindful of us ;
and how shall we express the gratitude that is due for the riches of

thy grace ! Thou didst effect the deliverance of thy chosen Israel
from their bondage of old , and didst manifest thy kindness to them

by marvellous interpositions in their behalf. But how much greater
is the deliverance which thou hast effected for us from the bondage
of sin , and how much more hast thou magnified thy mercy to us, in
sending thine only-begotten Son to redeem them that were under

the law , that wemight receive the adoption of sons ! Adored be
thy name, for all the signs and the wonders which assure us that
God did set him forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood ,
and thatGod has accepted him as such. Adored be thy name, that
when he had offered the one sacrifice of himself for sins, he was
raised from the dead by the mighty power of God, and exalted by
thy righthand to be a Prince and à Saviour, to give repentance to
Israel, and forgiveness of sins. Thou hast commended thy love
towards us, in thatwhile wewere sinners, Christ died for us. Thou
hast not spared thine own Son, but hast delivered him up for us all.
By him thou art giving us exceeding great and precious promises ;
and with him thou wilt freely give us all things that pertaineth unto
life and godliness. May we be rooted and built up in him , and es
tablished in the faith , abounding therein with thanksgiving. May
our convictions of the love of the Saviour be deep and abiding, that

we may praise him while we live, and trust in him continually as

our help and our shield . May he dwell in our hearts by his Spirit,
and bring us wholly under his dominion , that we may be a willing
people unto him in the beauties of holiness. May that church which

he purchased with his blood, be blessed of the Lord in its people and
its priests. May the light of true religion shine within it ; and may
numbers be added to it daily of such as shall be saved. Make Gen

tiles and Jews to tremble at the presence of the Lord ,and to own him
as theGod of their salvation. May all whom thou art pleased to chas
ten , he brought to trust in that Lord who will bless them that fear him ,

both small and great. May it be the experience of every member
of this family, and of all to whom we are tenderly attached, that we
are blessed of the Lord, who made heaven and earth . To thy

fatherly care do we commit ourselves through the night. Forgive
all our sins, and accept of us for Christ's sake. Amen .
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TUESDAY MORNING . – JEREMIAH XII.

ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed God, in whose hands is the breath of
every living thing, and thesoulofall mankind,wedesire thismorning
to pour out our hearts before thee in prayer. Every day presents us
with fresh tokens of thy goodness and renewed memorials of thy grace.

When thou upholdest us by thy Spirit,we are able to rejoice in our
strength ; when thou withdrawest thy face we are troubled , and go
down to the dust whence we came. Above all, O Lord , we would
bless thee for thy saving mercy manifested towards us in Jesus Christ.

Herein indeed , is love, not that we loved thee, but that thou lovedst
us, and gavest thine only -begotten Son , that whosoever believeth on
him might not perish buthave eternal life . ( the height and the
depth , and the breadth and the length of thy love, shown to us in

not sparing thine own Son, but delivering him up to the death for us
all. May our minds be enlightened by the discoveries of thy word .

May our hearts be enriched by the visitations of thy grace, so that
wemay sincerely believe in the Saviour, and thankfully embrace his
great salvation . May we renounce all refuges of lies, to lean on the
only name given under heaven among men whereby we must be

saved. May we stand as suppliants at the foot of the cross, con

fessing our lost condition, and asking humbly for pardon and re
demption as thy free and unmerited gifts, through the mediation of
thy blessed Son. O Lord, do thou open our understandings, to learn
the unsearchable riches of thy grace. Do thou dispose our hearts

to love and serve thee. May the Holy Spirit deliver us from the
dominion of evil, and restore us to the glorious liberty of the sons of

God. O Lord, we acknowledge that the ways of thy providence
seem often dark to our weak and ignorant minds. Let not our souls
be disquieted within us, when thy dispensations are beyond the
reach of our limited knowledge. Enable us, in the most perplexing
difficulties, and under the most painful trials, to preserve a firm
faith in thee, as ordering all things after the counsel of thine own

will, and overruling all events for thine own glory, and for the spir

itual good of thy believing people. Teach us, O Lord , to possess
our souls in patience, and give to us the blessedness of the man whose

mind is stayed upon the Lord, and whose spirit is joyful in the God

of his salvation. Hasten , O Lord, the time foretold by the prophets,
when every form of idolatry shall be overthrown, when the wilder
ness and the solitary place shall be glad, when the desert shall rejoice
and blossom as the rose. Most merciful Father, let thy blessing de
scend on all who are laid on beds of languishing, and let thy mercy
be extended to them that are appointed to die . Watch over our
friends, to keep them from the evils that are in the world , and to
enrich them abundantly with spiritual blessings. O Lord, prepare
us for the duties of this day, let our lives be spent in thy fear, and
let us be received at death into glory, for the sake of our Saviour

Jesus Christ. Amen .
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TUESDAY EVENING . - COLOSSIANS IV .
O LORD God of our salvation, let our prayer this evening come
before thee, and incline thine ear to our cry . We have sinned
against thee, O thou preserver of men , and we are no more worthy

to be called thy children . We have not received the lessons of thy
word into our hearts, we have not been improved as we ought to
have been by the ways of thy providence. Neither thy solemn

warnings, nor thy tender invitations, have made a suitable impres
sion on our souls.

O Lord , pardon our sins and save us from temp

tation. Take the stony hearts out of our flesh, and give us hearts
of flesh, thatwe may walk in thy statutes, and keep thine ordinances,
and do them , that we may be thy people , and that thou mayest be
our God . O may the love of Christ constrain us thus to judge, that

if one died for all then were all dead ; and that he died for all, that
they which live, should not henceforth live unto themselves, but
unto him who died for them and rose again . Let the Holy Spirit

dwell in our souls ; let faith , and hope, and love, and joy, and hu
mility, and resignation , take up their abode in our hearts, and let
us look not at the things that are seen and temporal, but at the
things that are unseen and eternal.

O Lord , teach us to remember

that we have all one Master in heaven , and let us, under the influ
ence of this conviction , be regarding all ourbrethren with a brother's

eye, and be doing good to all men as we have opportunity. Let us
feel the necessity, and let us value the privilege, of making our re
quests known unto thee, and let us be praying always for thy grace,
and for the supply of our many spiritualwants . We confess thatwe

are prone to speak unadvisedly with our lips. Lord, let our speech
be always with grace , let us reverence thy name, let us yield to thy
law , let us seek thy glory in all the language we employ, so that we
may in all our words and in all our ways, show that we are Chris.

tians in sincerity and in truth . And enable us, O Lord, to glory in
the cross of Jesus Christ, and to confess him before men , that he
may confess us before thee in heaven . We pray, O Lord, for them

who are stewards of thy grace, that they may be supported under
every discouragement, that they may be guided in every difficulty ,
and that they may be honored as the instruments of winning souls
to the Redeemer.

Let them be taking heed to the ministry which

they have received of thee, that they fulfil it. Gracious Father, bless

the old , and let them be walking in wisdom , redeeming the time,
because the days are evil ; bless the young, and let them in the

morning of life be choosing thee as the guide of their youth , so that
there may be a seed to serve thee while sun and moon endure ; bless

all who live under this roof, and let us be so continually living under
a sense of thy presence, and so earnestly doing what Christ com
mands, that we may be all admitted into the number of the redeemed ,

and may serve thee forever in thy temple above. Fear, O Lord ,
these our evening prayers, for Christ's sake. Amen.
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WEDNESDAY MORNING . – JEREMIAH XIV.
Unto whom , O Lord , can we go but unto thee, for in all ages
thou hast been the hearer and the answerer of prayer, the rock and

support of them that put their trust in thee. We would take en
couragement from thine own revealed word, that them who come
unto thee through Christ, thou wilt in no wise cast out ; and we
would desire, on this morning which thou hast spared us to see, to
lift up our hearts with our voices in prayer and supplication unto

thee. Help us now to do so in the name of Jesus. We humble
ourselves before thee because of our manifold sins. We have re
quited thy loving-kindness with ingratitude, we have despised thy

warnings, we haveemisimproved
lotstrifled
walions! Howhave
mifow little hour
ave privileges,we
ent,hoaway
ld in
our precious time. How little have we been awed by thy threaten
ings, or affected by thy merciful invitations ! How low a place does
the love of thee, and of Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent, hold in

our hearts ! How often is it dispossessed by the perishing things
of time ! And with how little earnestness and faith have we sought

reconciliation with thee, or the sanctifying power of thy Spirit !
Justly, instead of loading us with mercies, mightest thou have vis

ited us with judgments, as thou didst thine impenitent people of old .
May thy goodness lead us to our repentance. Magnify thy name in
our salvation . We would plead the merits of Christ's sacrifice, the
efficacy of his atonement, the power of his grace. Hear us for thy
mercy 's sake. Save us from being led astray by those who would
speak unto us smooth things, and prophesy deceits, saying, Peace,
peace, when there is no peace. But give us to know the precious

ness of Christ, and to cleave to him as the hope of Israel.

May he

be formed in our hearts the hope of glory, and by his Spirit given
unto us,may our souls be transformed after his divine image. Lord ,

bless our native land . Let not our sins, as a nation , provoke thee to
anger. Do not abhor us for thy name's sake, be still in the midst

of us, leave us not. Remember unbelieving Israel in mercy. Speedily
bring them in with the fulness of the Gentiles. Be the friend of our

friends, give comfort to the afflicted, prepare the dying for meeting
with thee. We give thee thanks for the rest and protection of the
past night. Bless us all individually as thou seest we have need .

Keep us this day in thy fear. May we engage in nothing on which

we cannot ask thy blessing, and may allwe do for thy glory prosper.
Blot out all our sins, and hear us graciously in these our requests,
through Christ our Saviour. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING .— 1 THESSALONIANS I.
O LORD, who art good unto all, and whose tender mercies are over

all thy wonlis, we come before thee on this evening, confessing that
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we have nothing to hope for, but from the riches of thy free and un .
merited goodness in Christ Jesus our Lord , and giving thee thanks
for the word of truth which thou hast put into our hands, making
known the rich provision for our souls in the gospel of thy Son, the

free offers of salvation,and the promise of thy Spirit to make us par.
takers of its blessings and benefits. Give is to feel our need of a
Saviour ; show us more and more our danger and guilt apart from

Christ; send forth thy Spirit into our hearts, and may he take of the
things that are Christ's and show them unto our souls ; and may the
gospel become unto us the power of God and the wisdom of God
unto salvation . Forbid that any of us should be deceiving ourselves
by a mere profession of attachment to Christ, that any of us should

be resting satisfied with a form of godliness while destitute of the
power, with a name to live while the spirit is really dead ; but may

we be the Lord 's disciples in deed and in truth . Give us that faith

which worketh by love, which purifieth the heart, and overcometh
the world . Shed abroad thy love in our hearts, by the Holy Ghost
given unto us. In all our intercourse with the world , may it ani
mate our whole conduct, and pervade all our thoughts, and words,
and actions, leading us to follow after holiness, and righteousness,
and truth, even after those things which are well-pleasing in thy

sight. Make us living epistles of Christ,known and read of all men,
whilst wewait for thy Son from heaven, whom thou didst raise from
the dead, even Jesus, who delivered us from the wrath to come.
Pardon ,most mercifulGod , the iniquities of the past day, our forget
fulness of thee, our indifference to the things which concern our
everlasting peace. We ever stand in need of the cleansing efficacy

of the blood of Jesus, wash us in it from every defilement, and cover
us with the perfect righteousness of Christ. Watch over us this
night, as thou hast done in the days and nights that are past, and
over all who are near and dear unto us, wherever they are. Let thy
way be known upon earth, thy saving health amongst all the nations.

Let the people praise thee, O Lord, yea , let all the people praise thee.
Pardon our unworthiness , send us thy blessing from on high , and

accept us graciously, for the sake of Jehovah our righteousness.
Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING. – JEREMIAH XVII.

Thou art the omniscientand the heart-searching God. All things
are naked and open before thee. Thou settest our iniquities before
thee — our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. Help us,

therefore, to approach thy throne of grace with the deepest humility,
and with that sense of our own unworthiness which becomes us as
transgressors of thy holy law . Our consciences do testify against us
- our own hearts condemn us, and thou art greater than our hearts,

and knowest all things. We can plead nothing in ourselves, O right

eousGod , in extenuation of our38guilt ; but we rejoice that the blood
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of Jesus cleanseth from all sin, and by looking unto the Lamb that
was slain , may every iniquity which stands against us be blotted out

from the book of thy remembrance ; may we attain that peace which
passeth all understanding, which the world can neither give nor take

away. Weknow from thy word, and we feel in our own experience,

that the heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked .
We know from thy word, and we feel in our own experience, that
he who trusteth in his own heart is a fool.

O create in us clean

hearts, and renew right spirits within us. Take away the hard and
stony hearts out of our flesh, and give us hearts of flesh . Put thy

Spirit within us, to dwell and abide in our hearts. Keep us ever
distrustful of ourselves, and strong in thy promised strength, that we

may run and not be weary, that we may walk and not faint. Save

us from putting our trust in any created thing, but may the eternal
God be our refuge, and receiving out of the fulness that is treasured
up in Christ, those supplies of grace ofwhich we stand in need , may

we become fruitful trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord,
that thou mayest be glorified . Let the samemind be in us which
was also in Christ. May we not be ashamed of him or of his cause ;
but may we be enabled to stand forth as witnesses to the power, and
grace, and glory of the Redeemer. Let the kingdom of satan be de

stroyed, let thy name be hallowed, let thy sabbath be sanctified , let
the kingdom of Christ be built up and established . Put an end to

the reign of ignorance, of superstition , of vice , and idolatry, and may
the time soon come when pure incense and offering shall be present
ed unto thee, from the rising of the sun to the going down thereof.
Bless all whom we ought to remember before thee ; be gracious to

our friends, reward our benefactors, forgive our enemies. Keep us
this day from the evil that is in the world . May we regard each

day as a day in connection with eternity. And the Lord preserve

our going out and our coming in from this time forth, even for ever
more. Hear us from thy holy sanctuary, and take away all our sins,

for the Redeemer's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - 1 THESSALONIANS II.

O LORD, thou hast brought us in safety to the close of another
day, and we would desire to give praise and thanks unto thy name.
We come not into thy presence trusting in anything which we pos
sess. We have no holiness of our own to recommend us unto thee ;

we have no righteousness of our own to justify us in thy sight; we
have no wisdom of our own to guide us; we have no strength of our

own to enable us to serve thee ; but we rejoice that all these are treas
ured un in Christ Jesus, and that we are invited to ask and we shall
receive , to seek, and we shall find ; to knock , and it shall be opened
unto us. We are not straitened in thee the Lord May we not be
straitened in ourselves.

Thou hast invited us to ask for great things,
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and we would now desire to do so . We pray for the pardon of all
our sins ; we pray for thy Spirit, as the greatest of those gifts which
Christ procured for his believing people. May he lead and guide us
into all truth, and make us the followers of Christ through good re
port and through evil report. If thou in mercy hast given to any
of us to taste and see that the Lord is gracious ; if thou hast enabled

us in any measure to glory in the cross of Christ, and to give evi

dence of the divine life begun in our souls, carry on thy good work,
perfect that which concerneth us. Enable us to labor, as far as our

influence extends, for the advancement of thy kingdom ; and may
the whole earth be filled with the glory of the Lord . Bless thy min
istering servants everywhere. Make them workmen that need not
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. Be especially gra
cious to him whose ministrations we enjoy. May his own soul be
abundantly enriched with the treasures of thy grace ; speaking the
truth in love, may we re -receive the word at his mouth , not as the
word of man , but as the word of God, which effectually worketh in

them that believe. Lord, grant that hemay havemany amongst us
as his joy and crown of rejoicing in the presence of Jesus Christ at

his coming. Prosper and extend thy church. Convince the care
less, convert the unconverted , and stablish and strengthen thine own
people. Sanctify afflictions to the afflicted . Raise up the bowed
down. Comfort those who mourn in Zion . Draw near unto those

who are drawing near unto death . Pardon for Christ's sake wherein
we have offended against thee during the past day, for in all things
we offend and come short of thy glory. We commend ourselves,

and all whom we ought to remember before thee, to thy care and
keeping this night. Thou Shepherd of Israel, who neither slumber

est nor sleepest, preserve us from all evil. Whether we live, may
we live unto the Lord ; whether we die, may we die unto the Lord.
Whether living or dying, may we be wholly thine. All that we

ask is in the name and for the sake of Christ Jesus, to whom , with

thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, be glory forever. Amen.

FRIDAY MORNING . – JEREMIAH XXIII.
O LORD our God, we bow before thee in humble adoration of thy
greatness and holiness, and the glorious honor of thy majesty. We
unite in blessing thee as the author of all our mercies, the giver of
every good and perfect gift, and we renew our supplications in the
name of Jesus, the Lord our righteousness, that thou wouldst be

merciful to us and bless us, and cause thy face to shine upon us, and
give us peace. Holy Father ! we own our utter unworthiness of the
least of thy favors ; we are a people laden with iniquity, an un

thankful, a rebellious people. All we like sheep have gone astray,
we have turned every one of us to his own way. But wbred be thy

mercy, thou hastnot cast us off ; thou hast dɔne great things for us,
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whereof we are glad. Thou hast sent the good Shepherd to seek
and to save us, and hast laid upon him the iniquity of us all ; and
him who knew no sin thou hastmade sin for us, that he mightbring
us to thee. O may we all be brought back to thee . May he come
after us into the wilderness until he find us ; and when he hath
found us, may he lay us on his shoulders rejoicing, and carry us
back to the fold . May we live through his death , may we be ac

cepted through his righteousness, may we be blessed with his love,
may we be defended by his power, and restrained from wandering

by his grace; and may we at last be brought to his heavenly fold .
And do thou grant unto us, O God of all grace,the character of Christ's
sheep, as well as their privileges. May we hear his voice, may we
follow his footsteps, may we flee from the stranger. Cleanse us, O
Lord , from all our pollutions. Free us of the stain of sin , by the
washing of regeneration , and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, and
make us meet to join that holy and beautiful flock above, which the
Lamb, who is in the midst of the throne, feedeth and leadeth unto

living fountains of waters, and from whose eyes thou wipest all tears
away. We bless thee, O Lord , for the pastors whom thou hast ap

pointed to feed the church which Christ has purchased with his own
blood, and we earnestly beseech thee to give them all grace to be
faithful and successful in their solemn work. May they stand in thy

counsel, and cause the people to hear thy words, that thus they may
turn them from their evil ways. We pray more especially for the pas
tor whom thou hast set over ourselves. May he be a man full of faith

and the Holy Ghost. Let the word of Christ dwell in him richly in
all wisdom and spiritual understanding, and may he be enabled
rightly and wisely to divide it both to the sheep and lambs of thy

flock. And be thou thyself, O Saviour, the Shepherd of his flock .

Seek that which is lost, bring again that which is driven away, bind
up that which is broken, and strengthen that which is sick . Feed
them in a good pasture, and let them lie in a good fold . And cause
the shower to come down in his season ; yea, let these be showers of
blessing. We acknowledge thy goodness, O Lord , in sparing us to
see this new day ; we commend ourselves to thy grace ere we enter

upon its business, and feel the power of its temptations. O keep our
feet from falling, our eyes from tears, and our souls from death ; and
enable us to glorify thee in our bodies and spirits which are thine.
We invoke thy blessing upon our kindred and friends, and we en
treat thee to be their Father as well as our Father, their God as well
as our God . And now may the God of peace, that brought again
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep ,

through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make us perfect in
every good work to do his will, working in us that which is well

pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever
and ever. Amen .
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FRIDAY EVENING . — 1 THESSALONIANS III.

ALMIGHTY Father! we would anew draw near to thy footstool
with one accord.

O enable us to commune with thee in spirit and

in truth ; and may all the day's anxieties and vanities be banished
from our thoughts, that we may wait upon thee without distraction .

We approach thy throne, O Lord, in the new and living way which
thou hast opened up for us in the mediation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and through him we present unto thee our worship , so polluted and
unworthy. Incline thine ear unto us, O God , for his sake, and re
member us with the love thou bearest to thy people. We adore thy
greatness, which is unsearchable, and acknowledge our own insignifi

cance in thy sight. Holy , holy , holy, art thou, Lord God Almighty ;
just and true art thou, O thou King of saints ; but we are all as an
unclean thing, and our iniquities, like the wind , have carried us

away. We would lie low before thee, we would cast away all high
thoughts and proud imaginations, we would cry out, God be merci
ful to us sinners! If thou wert strict to mark iniquity,who, O Lord,
could stand ?

But do thou justify us freely through the redemption

that is in Christ Jesus. Magnify the riches of thy grace in us. Make
us the monuments of thy sovereign mercy. Thanks, everlasting
thanks be unto thee, for thine unspeakable gift Christ Jesus, and for
the new covenant which thou hast sealed with his blood, and made

known to us by his gospel. Lord ! we flee to this refuge, we plead
the promise of this covenant, and the preciousness of that blood, and
we beseech thee, according to thy sure word, be merciful to our un
righteousness ; our sins and our iniquities remember no more. Put
thy laws into our minds, and write them in our hearts. Be unto us
a God , and make us unto thee a people. If thou hast begun a good

work in us, 0 do thou carry it on and perfect it, for it is thou only
who canst work in us both to will and to do. Stir us up by the
Spirit of life to imitate the example of the first believers. Cause us

to abound like them in the work of faith , the labor of love, and the

patience of hope. Let the Holy Ghost work in us mightily. May
he increase our faith , stablish , strengthen, settle it in our hearts, give
it the mastery in our souls, and the victory over all our temptations.
And may he cause us to increase and abound in love one toward
another and toward all men , to the end he may stablish our hearts
unblamable in holiness before thee, atthe coming of our Lord Jesus

Christ with all his saints . We pray, O Lord, for the good estate of
the church of the Redeemer on earth . O heal its painful divisions,
increase its zeal for thy glory, and extend its limits more and more
on every side. Animate its ministers with the spirit of the apostles,
and adorn its members with primitive faith and charity. Giver of

all good , we bless thee for the mercies of the past day. It is thou
who fillest our mouths with good things, and inspirest our hearts
with gladness. Continue to bless us as a family . May we all be

numbered with the household of faith . Watch at our pillows this
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open our eyelids to behold the light of another day. May all
our days and nights be spent in thy favor ; and at last may we all
come to thine eternal joy, through Jesus our only Mediator. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . – JEREMIAH XXV.
We come before thee, O our God, in the multitude of thy tender
mercies, and would call upon all that is within us fervently to bless
thee for all thy loving-kindnesses. How precious are thy thoughts
towards us, O God ; how great is the sum of them ! If we should
reckon them up, they are more than can be numbered. We bless
thee above all for thy dealings towards our souls ; for the inesti
mable gift of the Lord Jesus Christ; and for all the spiritual privi
leges which thou hast vouchsafed to us through him .

Thou hast

been drawing us unto thee by the bonds of love, thou hast borne
long with us, thou hast multiplied thy calls and invitations, and to
us, as to Israel of old, thou hast given line upon line, and precept

upon precept. But like Israel too, O Lord , thou knowest we have
been stiff-necked and rebellious, and we have refused to turn to thee
with full purpose of heart. But I do thou turn us, and we shall be
turned . Thou art the Lord our God. Let the exalted Redeemer
give unto us repentance and remission of sins. Let the Spirit of
Christ reveal to us the love and the holiness of the cross, that we

may be filled with grief and hatred of sin ; and, apprehending thy
mercy in Christ Jesus, may turn unto thee, to walk before thee in
righteousness all the rest of our days. O heal our backslidings, love
us freely, and receive us graciously ; through the stripes of Jesus
may we be healed. Let his dying love overcome our enmity, let his

Spirit give us light and life, holiness and comfort ; and now at length
after all our slowness and backwardness of heart,may we be happily
joined unto the Lord in the bonds of an everlasting covenant; and
hereafter grow in grace and meetness for the inheritance of the saints.

Lord ! thou hast been reminding us from thy word that thou art the

governor among the nations, and that it is only truth and righteous
ness that preserves and exalts a people. We adore thee as the su

preme Disposer of the destinies of our own land. Avert from it, we
beseech thee, thy merited judgments, and cast not its crown and
glory down to the ground . Pour out upon us the spirit of national
repentance, and of public zeal for thy truth and honer. Let thy

name be hallowed, let thy will be done among us as it is in heaven.
Restrain our backslidings, arrest the progress of infidelitv and super
stition ; reform , and purify, and extend the churches which thou hast
planted among us more and more ; and bless the labors of all thy
ministers and people to diffuse the gospel of Christ, and revive the
power of godliness throughout the land. We thank them. O Lord ,

for the repose of the past night, and for the gladsome light of a new
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day. Enable us to walk in thy fear all this day long, and may we
be strong in the grace of our Lord Jesus, to resist temptation,to fight
the good fight of faith , and to perform whatsoever things are just,
and true, and pure , and honest, and lovely , and of good report. Let
thy blessing rest upon us as a family , and upon all who are dear to
us, wherever they are . Knit our hearts together in the bonds of
faith and love, and unite us all at last in the enjoyment of thy heav
enly kingdom . We ask all in the name of Christ Jesus our Advo
cate , whom thou hearest always.

Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING .— 1 THESSALONIANS IV .
FATHER of mercies, and God of all grace ! we bless thee for the
free access we have to thy throne through the mediation of Jesus,
and for the precious promises which thou hast given us to encourage
us always to pray and not to faint. Blessed be thy name that thy

love is freely proffered to us anew in Christ Jesus. The wages of
sin is death, but thy free gift to us is eternal life through him . Thou

us from the curse of the law by making him a curse for us ; and in
him art thou reconciling the world unto thyself, not imputing unto
men their trespasses. O do thou reconcile us. May we be at peace

with thee through the blood of the cross. Forbid that any of us
should continue strangers and foreigners ; may we all be fellow -citi.
zens with the saints, and of the household of God. Give us, O Lord ,
the faith of thy people, that we may experience the joy and peace
of believing, and that thy abundant grace may redound by our

thanksgivings to thine own glory. We bless thee for the instructions

and admonitions of thy holy word. Seal upon our minds the por
tion which has now been read. Let our walk as a family be accord
ing to thy will, and the commandments of the Lord Jesus. May we

follow after holiness, without which no man shall see thee. The
Lord make us to increase and abound in love, and in the hour of
domestic trial and sorrow , may we enjoy the consolations of thy

grace, and be sustained by the blessed hope set before us. May we
all be numbered with those who love the Lord's second appearing.
May this glorious hope regulate and sanctify our whole spirit and

conversation ; and as thou hast united us together on earth by the
nearest and dearest ties, so may we be eternally united in the pres

ence of the glorified Redeemer. Yea, Lord , do thou count us wor
thy of this high calling, and meanwhile fulfil all the good pleasure
of thy goodness in us, and the work of faith with power, that the

name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in us, and we in
him , according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Lord , we would review with grateful hearts all thy goodness and
mercy to us during the past week . Truly we are not worthy of the
least of all the mercies, and of all the truths which thou hast made
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to pass before us. Blot out all the week's transgressions, and crown
with thy blessing all its labors. We rejoice in the prospect of an
other sabbath. Fulfil our hope, say unto us again , Go ye up to the
house of the Lord , and bless abundantly to our souls the provision
of Zion. We commend to thy grace all the ambassadors of Christ.
May they come forth on the morrow in the fulness of the blessing
of the gospel. May their preaching be with power, and let thy
word have her course, and be glorified in the conversion of sinners,
and the edification of saints. Lord, all our desire is before thee.
Deal bountifully with thy servants, for the sake of him in whom
thou art ever well pleased , and in whose words we sum up all our

petitions, Our Father, & c.

Forty - First Week .
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALMS CXVI. CXVII.
ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed God, we would approach thee, on this

the morning of thine own day, in a filial spirit, laying hold of thee
as a Father. Help us to pray, and hear us when we cry unto thee.
O Lord, we acknowledge our dependence on thee for the bestowal
and the continuance of every
sing. Enable us to walk before

thee in the land of the living. We are dwelling in a world sunk in
ungodliness. We are surrounded by many enemies. We are ex
posed to innumerable snares. We feel that if our footing is to be
maintained as the followers of the Lamb, it can only be in the
strength of divine grace ; and that we can only advance onwards to

wards higher measures of spiritual attainment by the powerful lead

ing of thy Spirit. We have had experience of our weakness ; and
we do earnestly beseech thee, O thou God of all grace, to pour out
thy Spirit upon us from on high ; to revive thy work in our souls ;
to quicken , strengthen, and to comfort us ; to fit us for every duty ;

to support us under every trial; to deliver us from every enemy;
and, finally, to make us more than conquerors through him that
loved us. " Keep us in thy fear, for the fear of the Lord is a fountain

of life, to deliver from the snares of death . We would take encour
agement, O Lord , from what thou hast told us concerning thyself in
thy word , and concerning thy dealings with thy chosen. Hast thou
not established forever thy covenant of life and peace ? Hast thou
not written in thy book many glorious promises, whereon thou hast
caused us to rest ? Art thou not that God who didst lead thy peo

ple, like a flock , by the hands of Moses and Aaron ? Who didst
bear them as on eagles'wings; rho didst bear them and carry them
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all the days of old ? Art thou not he in whom David trusted , and
who didst send an answer to his prayers ?

Yea, thou art the same

God now that thou wert of old , faithful to all thy promises, true to
all thy threatenings, keeping thy people as the apple of thine eye,
that thou mightest make unto thyself a glorious name. Wewill
trust in thee in whom our fathers trusted. We will pray to thee,

the prayer-hearing God. Answer us in peace . Bewith all the min
isters of the everlasting gospel this day. May they preach thy word

boldly, and without fear. May they feed thy lambs. May they feed
thy sheep . Give efficacy to the word of thy grace. Dwell in all the
assemblies of thy saints. Comfort and bless thy people. Be with us
when we go into thy house and pay our vows. May we offer unto
thee the sacrifices of thanksgiving and praise. May we worship thee
in spirit and in truth . Wash away all our sins in a Redeemer's

blood . Cleanse us, and we shall be whiter than snow . And may
these, the words of our mouth, and the meditations of our hearts,

find acceptance with thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SABBATH EVENING . - PSALM CXVIII.

O LORD God, we would approach thee in the Son of thy love.
Who is a God like unto thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises,
excellent in working. Thou art Jehovah, God over all, blessed for
ever. Wewould approach thee on the evening of thine own day,
believing that thou art, and that thou art the rewarder of them that
diligently seek thee ; believing that thy mercy endureth forever , and
that thou art girt about with truth and faithfulness. We thank thee

for the mercies of this day, for the ordinances of thy house, for all
that we have heard and tasted of the good word of life ; and we pray

that an abundant blessing from on high may have accompanied the

tion of spring from blood of the

dispensation of word and ordinance. Blessed be the Lord , who hath
caused the day -spring from on high to visit us ; who hath reconciled

us to himself through the blood of the cross, and who giveth us the
hope of eternal life . Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.

o that we may be enabled to estimate its value ; and that, under a
deep sense of the guilt of sin, we may be led to flee for refuge to the
hope set before us in the gospel. May it not be in vain that from
sabbath to sabbath we hear the word of this salvation preached
May it not be in vain that our lot has been cast in a land of ordi
nances. Forbid that our hearts should be hardening amid the means

of life . Forbid that it should be our condemnation that light hath
entered into the world ; and we have loved the darkness rather than
the light, because our deeds are evil. May the seed this day sown
take deep root in our hearts ; and may the fruit be unto holiness,

and the end life everlasting. We lament that our progress in the
divine life is so little in proportion to our privileges ; and our prayer
is, that we may be made more in earnest about our souls, more con .
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formed to thine image,more devoted to thy service, so that the close
of every succeeding sabbath may find us advancing in every spiritual
attainment, and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ our Lord . Blot
out our sins. Teach us how aggravated they are. Forgive the in

iquity of our holy things. We have to confess, that after having
done all we are unprofitable servants. Take us under thy care
throughout this night. May we lie down in thy fear. May no evil

thing come near us. And grant that when we again mingle in the
world , it may be in the spirit of those who have been with thee on

the mount. Bless the sick and destitute , the poor and afflicted , and

especially the dying. Hear, and answer, and accept in Jesus, our
strength and our Redeemer. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . – JEREMIAH XXIX.
O THOU ever-blessed God, we would approach thee this morning
in faith , believing that thou art, and that thou art the rewarder of
all them that diligently seek thee. Do thou hear and answer us in

the Son of thy love. O Lord, we are sinners exceedingly in thy
sight. We are full of shortcoming. We are full of iniquity. Our
iniquities, like the wind, have carried us away, and all our right
eousnesses are as filthy rags. We do acknowledge, with grief and
self-abasement, that wehave been transgressors from the womb, and
that thou mightest justly have visited us in judgment, and stained
all thy raiment with our blood . Our great sin, O God , has been ,

that we have neglected and despised the gospel. This is the con
demnation, that light hath come into the world, and we have loved
darkness rather than light,because our deeds have been evil. A de

ceived heart hath led us aside. Lord , change our hearts. Give us
a new heart, and create a right spirit within us. Wash us in the
blood of atonement, and purge away all our sin . Give us that de

lightful confidence in thee, which, by the Spirit, is begotten in the
heart. Give us the sweet sense of forgiveness, the blessedness of the
man whose iniquity is pardoned , whose sin is covered. Give us the
spirit of adoption, whereby we shall be enabled to cry, Abba, Father ,
and to hold fast the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the

end. We lament that we have experienced so little of the enlarge

ment of the gospel. Pour out upon us the spirit of prayer and of

supplication. May we be enabled to make known all our wants to
thee. May we seek thee with all our hearts, that we may find thee
according to the promise. May we ever remember that thou art a
God of truth, that thou hatest iniquity, and that liars are an abomi
nation in thy sight. Lord , do thou accompany with thy rich bless
ing all the exercises in which thy people have been engaged on the

past sabbath. May the fruit be unto holiness, and the end everlast

ing life. May thy people have been fitted and prepared thereby for
all thy will. Grant, O God that we may be enabled on the strength
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of that meat to go many days. We have been with thee upon the
mount. We are now about to go down again into the world . May
we carry with us the savor of divine things. May our faces shine

like theirs who have been upon the mountwith God . May we have
grace given us so to act, in all our intercourse with our fellow -men ,
that they will be constrained to take notice of us that we have been

with Jesus. Deliver us from a worldly spirit. Save us from the
evil that is in the world . Save us from the evil that is in our own
heart. Lord, let thy way be known in all the earth, thy saving
health among all nations. Hasten that happy timewhen the heathen
will be given to the Son for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts
of the earth for his possession. Bless each of us before thee. Hear
our prayer, and when thou hearest, do thou answer and forgive, for
Christ's sake.

Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . — 1 THESSALONIANS V.

ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed God, enable us to worship thee in
spirit and in truth, and to come into thy presence with the trust and
the confidence of thy children . We come to thee at the close of an

other day, beseeching thee to grant us thy fatherly forgiveness, and
to accept of us in Jesus. We look back upon this day, and we see
much on account of which we are ashamed in thy sight ; much on

account of which we ought to be deeply grieved ; much unfaithful

ness and sin. Pour out upon us the spirit of a true repentance. En
able us to look unto him whom we have pierced, and to mourn .

We have to confess this night, that at the best we are unprofitable
servants, and we have no hope of pardon or acceptance except in
him who is all our salvation and all our desire.
that we knew
and felt more of the plague of our own hearts ; that we were brought
to a more full and intimate knowledge of all their deceitfulness and
all their vileness ; that wewere led to see how full they are of every
thing that is dishonoring to God , so that we might feel more our
need of the Spirit, and our need of Christ. We have this day had

experience of the evil heart that is in us. How have we been car
ried away by the world !

How have we indulged in the polluted

and vain imagination of our hearts ! How have we forgotten the
God that made us, and lightly esteemed the Rock of our salvation !
Lord, our place is in the lowest dust ; and we can only say before
thee, Unclean, unclean ; God be merciful unto us sinners. Almigh .

ty Father, do thou carry home to our hearts those precious truths
which we have now been reading from thy word. May they be im

pressed upon us by the Spirit, so that wemay experience all their
terably dread is the sleep of that soul which is sunk in darkness and
insensibility ! Permit us not to sink into such a state. Awaken us

to prayer , and to the love of thyself. Quicken us that we may call
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upon thy name. Make us active and devoted in the ways of right

eousness and peace, walking in the footsteps of the blessed Jesus.
May we ever remember the coming of the Lord . Behold thou com
est quickly. Thou comest with clouds ; thou comest for judgment.

The Lord is at hand. May we live every day in the realization of
this. May it animate us in every duty . May the thought live every
day in our hearts, that the Lord cometh ; and may we be upheld and

comforted by the thought, that when Christ, who is our life , shall

appear, we also shall appear with him in glory. In that great and
dreadful day, may all here present meet thee, not as an avenging

Judge, but as a reconciled Father. We would lie down this night
in the faith of this great truth, as those who know not what a day
or an hourmay bring forth ; and we would repose our souls upon
the finished work and the all-prevailing intercession of the Lord our

Redeemer . Bless all our dear friends, and all connected with us, by
whatever tie. Look in mercy upon the poor and the afflicted . Hear
the prayer of the destitute. Draw near to those who are drawing

nigh to death. And may these the words of our mouths, and the
meditations of our hearts, find acceptance before thee, through

Christ, our strength and our Redeemer. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . - JEREMIAH XXXI.

O God, we come unto thee believing that thou art, and that thou
art the rewarder of them who diligently seek thee ; surely it is good
for us to draw near unto God . But how shall we, sinful dust and
ashes, take upon us to speak unto thee in whose sight the heavens
are not clean , and who chargest thine angels with folly ?

How good

and gracious art thou to bear with us so much and so long, and not

to have dealt with us as we have sinned , nor requited us according
to our deserts, but hast mercifully spared us, and waited on us to do
us good ; condescending even to treat with us by meansof thy word ,
Spirit, and providence, to bring us to an affecting sense of the evil
of our character, and danger of our situation , and persuade us to turn
and live. But, alas ! we have not listened to thy calls and counsels
aswe ought ; we have been refractory and unsubmissive under those

chastenings which were designed and calculated for our good. As
moral Governor of the world, who lovest righteousness and hatest

iniquity, transgression of thy law , and rebellion against thy author.
ity, cannot, shall not pass unpunished . But we know that thou hast
no pleasure in afflicting or grieving the children of men . It is we
who are the authors and procurers of all the evils we suffer, and
when thou chastenest, it is for our profit. For, sustaining the near

and endearing relation of a Father, thou hast the compassionate re

gards and sympathies of an affectionate parent,and we are persuaded
that thou art willing to receive into thy favor and forgiveness the

returning, however prodigal, son ; there is forgivenesswith thee, that

TUESDAY Evening.]

ORTY-FIRST WEEK .

thou mayest be feared .

Hast thou not said , Come and let us reason
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together, and though your sins be as crimson and scarlet, they shall
be as snow and as wool. Return ye backsliding children, and I will

heal your backslidings. May the reply of our hearts be, Behold we
come unto thee, for thou art the Lord our God. We thank thee for
the new covenant dispensation of great and precious promises, under

which we have the happiness to live. May we be enabled suitably
to value the high and holy privileges which we enjoy, and gladly to
avail ourselves of such inestimable blessings so freely proffered.

May we be all taught of thee, who teacheth savingly and to profit,
that our minds may be suitably instructed, impressed, and improved.
May we all know thee, so as to love and delight ourselves in thee,

and love thy law which is holy, just, and good , and in the keeping
of which there is so great a reward. Vouchsafe to be our God , and
make us all thy people, whose habitual aim and endeavor it is to
conduct ourselves in somemeasure worthy of thee, and as children
of so many mercies. Inscribe thy law upon our minds, that it may

be the master principle of action in and rule of our life. Bemerci
fulto our unrighteousness, and in whatever we daily come short of
thy glory, and our duty ; our sins and iniquities remember no more.

Let goodness and mercy continue to follow us all the days of our
life, and may our dwelling at last be in thy house eternal in the
heavens, for all that we ask is in the name and for the sake of our

Mediator and High Priest, whom thou hearest always. Amen.

TUESDAY EVENING . — 2 THESSALONIANS I.
Most great and gracious God,we thy guilty polluted children of
the dust, are taking upon us to speak unto thee the Most High ,
whom we have so often and grievously offended . We do bless thee

What thou hast nomidst of deseryof the Lord'hat we enjowe means

that thou hast not dealt with us as we have sinned , nor requited our
ill ; but in the midst of deserved wrath hast remembered us with
undeserved mercy . Truly it is of the Lord 's mercies that we have
not been consumed , and how much more that we enjoy all things

pertaining to life and godliness ? We thank thee for the means of
grace, and that our season of merciful visitation is still prolonged ,

vided for us, and is presented to us in the gospel ; that we are not
only permitted, but exhorted and urged to come to him and be
saved . May we be persuaded and enabled cordially to receive him

whom thou hast sent to seek and save us ; and willingly yield up
ourselves to his saving offices and influences, as desirous to be saved
from the love and service of sin now , as from its penal consequences
hereafter. May it be given us in behalf of Christ to believe on his

name, and may our faith evince its genuineness and power, by
growing exceedingly , and effectually working in us grateful returns
of love to him who first loved us, and by abounding in all the char
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ities of life to one another. Wehave great reason to be thankful

that we are not subjected to sore privations and persecutions, as
many of thy people have been , on account of our religious profes

sion ; but may avow our adherence and allegiance to thee, and
worship thee according to our consciences, and none to make us
afraid . May the blessings of religious liberty, which we so happily

enjoy, be long continued in this our native country , and be speedily
extended over the world . But as we may not expect exemption
from troubles and trials as they may be needful for us, grant that we
may be suitably exercised under them , so that they may yield to us
the peaceable fruits of righteousness. May our faith in the wisdom
and goodness of him who appoints them , enable us not only humbly
to submit to , but acquiesce in them , and to bear them with meek .

men.Sood ,whoence, as thee in the

ness and patience, as the chastening of an affectionate parent for

our good, who does not willingly afflict or grieve the children of
men . Werejoice in thy paternal government, that nothing does or
can happen to us without thy knowledge, permission , or appoint

ment ; and that when thou shalt judge the world in righteousness,
thou wilt rectify the apparently unequal allotments of thy dispensa
tions here, when it will be manifest that thou hast done all things

wisely and well. May our minds be suitably solemnized with the
awful prospect of the glorious coming of the Lord Jesus Christ to
judgment, and our appearing before him to receive our everlasting
award , according to our characters and works here. God forbid that

we, who enjoy such superior advantages now , should not know thee
the true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent; should not

now fully comply with all thy gracious calls and counsels addressed

to us by the gospel, and so at last be punished with everlasting de
struction from thy blissful presence. But believing the grand and
supremely interesting truths respecting Jesus Christ testified in the
gospel, being united and assimilated to him now , may we be of the

happy number of those in that day, in whom his divine workman.
ship and image shall be gloriously manifested, and celebrated by
all the heavenly hosts, as trophies to the praise and glory of his

grace, and admired and praised by us as all our salvation , and all
our desire. May God give us suitable worthiness and meetness for
this inheritance of the saints in light, the object and hope of our

high and holy calling, and fulfil in us the good pleasure of his good .
ness , and the work of faith with power, that Christ may now be
more and more honored by us, and weby him . Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . – JEREMIAH XXXIII.

GREAT fear is due unto thee, O God , in the meetings of thy saints,
and thou art to be held in reverence of all them that would accept
ably approach thee. May we have grace wherewith to serve thee.

For as we are unworthy to come into thy presence at all, we feel
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utterly unequal to order our thoughts and speech aright, and to
commune with thee on our most momentous interests, which involve
our present peace and everlasting welfare. Be pleased to vouchsafe

us the promised aid of the Spirit of grace and of supplication ,
to help our infirmities, to teach us what things to pray for, and to
give us a proper frame of spirit with which to ask them . In thee
compassions flow . Hadst thou delighted in the destruction of sin
ners, hadst thou been unwilling to save, thou wouldst not have pro
vided such a ransom to deliver then from the lowest hell ; thou
wouldst not still continue to wait on us to be gracious, and even to

beseech us to be reconciled unto thee. We have no reason to sus
pect thy willingness to save ; but we have great cause to fear lest
we come short of salvation through the unbelief and impenitence of

our own hearts. Preserve us from deceiving ourselves with a name
to live, while we are dead ; from saying peace, peace, to ourselves,
when thou sayest there is no peace ; from imagining ourselves safe ,

though in imminent peril. Save us from listening to the enticing

temptations of the world ; from yielding to the corrupt inclinations
of our own evil hearts, and from being led captive or astray by our
spiritual enemies ; and above all, save us from the fearful guilt and
irreparable doom of self-destruction. But however great our spir

itual destitution, and imminent our danger from without and within ,
we bless thee that our cause is not yet desperate, that we are still in

the land of the living and place of hope. Thou hast laid our help
on one who is mighty to save ; and being commanded to look to
him alone for salvation, we feel warranted to call and claim him

Jehovah our Righteousness, to say, In the Lord I have righteousness
and strength . May a sense of our infinite obligations to our redeem
ing God and Saviour constrain us to returns of grateful love and

duty ; and may his grace, that bringeth salvation , so conspicuously
manifested in the gospel, teach us effectually to deny all ungodliness

and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world. Wherein soever we are called, may it be our earnest
desire and study therein to abide with God . Conscientious and

faithful in the discharge of the duties of the several stations and re
lations in life, may we make our light so to shine, that others, seeing

our good works, may be won to glorify thee our Father in heaven .

May thy great name be hallowed , and the kingdom and reign of
the Redeemer be speedily extended and established over the whole
earth . May the means for widely diffusing the light and influence
of the truth as it is in Jesus, bemultiplied and blessed with abundant
success. We rejoice in the bright and happy prospects which yet
await thine ancient people the Jews, in the latter days. We thank

thee for the sympathy and interest excited, and the exertions put
orth on their behalf, throughout the churches.

Rend the veil of

ignorance and prejudice that is upon their mind, that they may see
and be convinced that Jesus of Nazareth is indeed the true Messiah,

and that it is vain for them to look for another, seeing there is no

other name given under heaven whereby we can be saved. Hear
the prayers that are daily offered up for their conversion to the faith

of Christ, and restoration to the lard of their fathers, that with the
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fulness of the Gentiles they may constitute one great fold, under the
chief Shepherd and Bishop of souls. May thy work prosper and
prevail more among ourselves, especially in our own souls, and in
all who are near and dear to us. May we become wiser and better

daily, more fit for living, ready for dying, and meet for thy heavenly
kingdom . And all we ask is in the name and for the sake of him
whom thou hearest always. Amen

WEDNESDAY EVENING .— 2 THESSALONIANS II.
O GOD, how awfully great art thou, glorious in holiness, fearful
in praises, doing wonders. We thank thee that, in despite of all op
position, thou hast in every age a seed to serve thee ; that thy
sanctuary is with men , and thy church founded on a rock , against

which the gates of hell cannot prevail. Many times, and in various
ways, have enemies afflicted her from her youth , but have not pre
vailed, for thou, who art mighty to save, wert in the midst of her.

Even in the great defection from the faith and purity of the gospel,
which has so much and so long injured the interests, and marred the
beauty of thy church , thou didst not leave thyself without a witness
to display a banner in behalf ofthe truth. And now , O Lord, aswe
have seen the rise and reign of this mystery of iniquity, as foretold

in the word, may our faith be yet farther confirmed, if it please thee,
by increasing tokens of its speedy decline and ruin . May the light
of the glorious gospel of thy Son soon scatter the shades of igno

rance, error,and superstition, which have so long shed such a baleful
influence over so large a portion of the earth. May the Spirit of thy
mouth , by the gospel preached in purity and power, more and more

convince men of the evil and danger of departing from thee, from
that only rule of faith and life which thou hast given us, listening
to the traditions and commandments of fallible men. May the time
to favor Zion soon come, when thou wilt appear in thy glory , to
the purification and extension of thy church , and the signal destruc
tion of the man of sin. Preserve us from all dislike or indifference

to any portion of that truth which is able to save our souls, or from
holding the truth in unrighteousness ; that we may be kept from

being ensnared or enslaved by the craft and malice of evil spirits,
and being judicially given up by thee to self-deception , and to the
fearful delusion of believing and embracing lies to our destruction .
Save us from the condemnation of loving darkness rather than the

light ; from not believing the truth , but having pleasure in unright
eousness. May our experience of the sanctifying influence of the
Holy Spirit on our hearts, through belief of the truth , afford the
satisfying and cheering evidence that we are beloved and chosen of

thee to share in the glory of Christ, to which we are now called by
his gospel, and for which we can never enough feel too grateful.

Having this witness in ourselves, and such a good hope through
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grace,may we be strengthened and encouraged to stand fast wherein
we have attained, and keep in mind and memory realizing impres
sions of the instructions we have received of divine things. And
may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God , even our Father, who
hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good

hope through grace, comfort our hearts, and establish us in every
good word and work . Amen.

THURSDAY MORNING. JEREMIAH XXXV.

Our Father who art in heaven, wewould unite together in ac.
knowledging, with grateful hearts,thy watchful care and thy paternal
kindness towards us, thine unworthy children.

Thou art the Father

of our spirits, the former of our bodies, and the giver of every good
and perfect gift. Thou hast bestowed upon usmany temporal and
spiritual blessings. Thou hast liberally supplied our daily returning
wants. Thou hsat preserved us from danger. Thou hast delivered

us outof temptation, and guided us in difficulty, and comforted us in
sorrow . And when we look back on all the way by which thou
hast led us, wemay truly say that goodness andmercy have followed

us all the days of our lives. But, O Lord, we must confess, with
shame and sorrow , that though thou hast nourished and brought us

up as children , yet we have rebelled against thee . We have sinned
against heaven and in thy sight, and are nomore worthy to be called
thy children . Wehave not cherished toward thee those sentiments
of filial reverence and love, nor rendered unto thee that filial obe
dience which are due to our kind and beneficent Father in heaven .

And though thou hast often spoken to us in the holy scriptures, not
only by thy servants the prophets, but also by thine own Son ;
though thou hast warned us by the terrors of the law , and hast be

sought us by the still small voice of the gospel, and by the striving
of thy Holy Spirit, to turn unto thee and live ; yet, O Lord, we
must confess that we have refused to obey thy voice speaking to us

from heaven. O do thou awaken us all to a just sense of our guilt.
Give unto each of usthat godly sorrow for sin which worketli repent
ance unto salvation ; and lead us, in the exercise of a lively faith , to
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we may be washed , and sanctified, and justified , in the name of the
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God . O God, be merciful unto
us, and bless us. Cause thy face to shine upon us, and we shall be

saved . May we be cleansed from all our sins in the atoning blood
of Christ. May webe clothed with his perfect righteousness, so that
we may be accepted in the Beloved, and may enjoy the peace of
God , which passeth understanding. Deliver us from a spirit of bon

dage, causing us again to fear ; but grant us a spirit of adoption,
whereby we shall cry, Abba, our Father . May the love of God be

shed abroad in our hearts by the39 Holy Ghost ; and may our souls he
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replenished with his saving grace and sanctifying influences, so that
henceforth we may live as obedient children, and may walk stead .
fastly in the way that leadeth to everlasting life. Enable us to deny
ourselves to all ungodliness and worldly lusts ; to live as pilgrims

and strangers upon the earth ; and to prepare, by patient continu .
ance in well-doing, for that better country which the Saviour is pre
paring for them that love him . O Lord , let thy kingdom come.

Let thy will be done by us, and by all our fellow -creatures throughout
the earth, even as it is done in heaven . Makéknown thy salvation ,
and show thy righteousness openly in the sight of the heathen .
Have mercy on the sons and daughters of affliction . Hear their cry

of distress, and send them the relief and consolation suited to their
various circumstances. Be very gracious, O Lord, to our friends and
relatives. Our heart's desire and prayer for them is, that they may
be saved. Dwell in this family . Be thou the God of each member
of it, and make us all thy people. Accept of our cordial thanksgiv

ings for the mercies of the last night. Take us into thy holy pro
tection this day ; and be with us, to bless us and to do us good, both
now and forever, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . — 2 THESSALONIANS III.
O Lord, thou hast commanded us to pray ; and thou hast prom
ised to teach us, by thy Holy Spirit, how to pray, and what to pray
for. And in obedience to thy command, and trusting in thy prom
ise, we would this evening come to thy throne of grace to make

known our wants and our requests to the hearer of prayer. O

Lord , hear the voice of our supplication when we cry unto thee ,
when we lift up our hands toward thy holy oracle. Let our prayer

be set forth before thee as incense, and the lifting up of our bands
as the evening sacrifice . We would adore thee , O God , as the first
and the last, as the fountain of all existence, and the sum of all ex
cellence, and the giver of all true happiness. Before the mountains

were brought forth , or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the
world , thou didst exist, in the solitude and silence of a past eternity ,

clothed with light as with a garment. And though the works of
thy hands are ever changing, yet thou the Lord changest not ; thou
wilt continue the same, in glory and blessedness, throughout eternal
ages. O Lord our God, thou art exceeding great. Who can by
searching find out God ? Who can find out the Almighty unto
perfection ? Such knowledge is too wonderful for us ; it is high,
we cannot attain unto it. But, O Lord , we would bless thy namethat
thou hast revealed to us, in thy holy word, as much of thy character
and will as is necessary for our guidance and salvation . We thank

thee that as thou didst, at sundry times and in divers manners, make
thyself known unto the fathers by the prophets, thou hast likewise

spoken unto us by thine own Son ,who is the brightness of thy glory,
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and who, when he had cy himself purged our sins, sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high . We thank thee for the inesti.

mable privilege of a translated bible, by which we are enabled to
read in our own tongue the wonderful works of God , and to under
stand what great things thou hast done for us through the atoning

sacrifice and meritorious obedience of God manifest in the flesh . O
that thy blessed word may have free course in our hearts. May it

be quick and powerful, sharper than any two-edged sword, casting
down all our high thoughts, and subduing us unto the obedience of
faith. May thy word be glorified in us, and by us. May it be a
lamp unto our feet , and a light unto our path. May we have faith
to rest for salvation upon him of whom the scriptures testify. Feel
ing our ignorance , may we sit daily at the feet of Jesus, with an
earnest desire to learn his word , and to know what the will of the

Lord is. Feeling our guilt and sinfulness,may we rest all our hopes
of pardon and eternal life on the atoning blood and perfect right
eousness of our great High Priest. Feeling our weakness and way .
wardness, may we submit to the authority of the King of Zion.

May he render us willing in the day of his power, and defend us
from all our spiritual enemies, and rule over us by his word, and
reign in our hearts by his Holy Spirit. O Lord, let thy word have
free course among all the nations of the earth . May every obstacle
to its progress be taken out of the way ; and grant that many may
run to and fro preaching the everlasting gospel, so that the knowl.

edge of the Lord may be increased , and cover the earth as the waters
cover the channel of the sea. Bless and encourage thy servants who
have gone to preach among the heathen the unsearchable riches of
Christ . May the Lord of the harvest send forth more laborers into

his harvest. Bless all the faithfulministers of Christ, of every name
and denomination . O Lord, revive thy work in our native land, and
send us a time of refreshing from thy presence. Have compassion
Be very gracious to all who are near and dear to us. Accept of our
thanks for thy watchful care of us this day. Take us into thy holy

protection during the night. Let no evil befall us. Let no plague
come nigh our dwelling. Raise us up, if it be thy will, to behold
the light of a new day ; and when we awake, may we still be with
thee. Hear us, O Lord , and send an answer of peace, for the sake

of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING. – JEREMIAH XLIX.
ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed God, thou art greatly to be feared in
the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them
that are about thee. Who is like unto thee, O Lord , among the
gods ? Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises ,
doing wonders ? Great anil marvellous are thy works, Lord God
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Almighty ; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. Who
nts athee,
s shallandcofglorify
shall
lorify thy name? for thou only
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re maOonLord,
dartustholy
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for all nations shall come and worship before thee ; for
thy judgments are made manifest. It becometh us, who are sinful
dust and ashes, to adore, with reverence and godly fear, the King
eternal, immortal, and invisible , who ruleth in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth ; whose Almighty hand none

can stay from working, and to whom none can say, with a prevail
ing voice , What doest thou ?

But knowing that the Lord reigneth ,

therefore would we rejoice, because we know that all the dispensa
tions of thy providence are holy , and just, and good , and shall not
fail to promote thy glory, and the happiness of them that love thee.

Almighty Father, we rejoice that,while righteousness and judgment
ks, habitation
n truth continually go be
hicthe
would mercy aand
,wethrone,mercy
that thou ofhad thy
ware
fore thy face. And we would especially rejoice, and give thee
thanks, that thou didst devise a scheme of redemption for us, in

which mercy and truth meet together, righteousness and peace em
brace each other . We bless thy name, that the gospel of Jesus
Christ, which secures glory to God in the highest, likewise proclaims
peace and good -will to the guilty children of men , and shows us

that thou art just, while the justifier of the ungodly who believe in
Jesus. O may thy Holy Spirit dispose and enable us to receive the
atonement of Christ by faith , and to rest upon this sure and tried

foundation , that thus we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help
in time of need . Forbid , O Lord, that there should be in any of us
an evil heart of unbelief, leading us to doubt thy word, or to disbe

lieve thy promises, or to depart from the living God. May we be
admonished by the judgments inflicted upon thine enemies, to for
sake all iniquity , and to walk in the light of thy countenance, and in

the way of thy commandments . And conscious of our own weak
ness,we humbly beseech thee to strengthen us with all mightby thy
Spirit, that so wemay overcome the manifold temptations to which
we are exposed in this present evil world , and may walk in close

and humble fellowship with the Father of our spirits. Take us, O

Lord , into thy holy keeping, and preserve us by thy mighty power
through faith unto salvation . Wedesire to offer up our prayers and

intercessions in behalf of all whom we ought to bear on our hearts
at thy throne. Bless the church of Christ throughout the earth ; and
grant that, through the word of thy grace, many may be added unto
it daily of such as shall be saved . Bless our native land, and all
ranks and degrees of persons in it, from the least to the greatest.
May pure and undefiled religion flourish more and more in our day.
Command thy blessing upon our kindred and friends. Comfort and

relieve all who are in affliction. Render us truly grateful unto thee

for causing us to lie down in peace, and to awake this morning in
safety. Keep us in thy fear all the day long, and help us to live as
seeing thee, who art invisible . Graciously hear our prayers, and
pardon our sins, for Christ's sake. Amen.
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FRIDAY EVENING . — 1 TIMOTHY I.
O LORD, we are unworthy to come into thy presence , or even to
lift up our eyes to thy holy habitation . Thou canst not look upon
sin without abhorrence.

Thou art a consuming fire to all the work .

ers of iniquity. Thou hast declared to us in thy holy word that,
even though we should keep the whole law , yet if we offend but in
one point, we incur thy righteous displeasure. But, O Lord , which
of thy commandments have we not broken ? which of thy precepts
have we not trampled under foot ? which of thy mercies have we

not despised ? We have often sinned against thee in thought, and
word, and deed ; and have lived without God in the world , and
have walked every one in the sight of his own eyes, and after the
devices of his own evil heart. Nor can we plead thatwe have sinned
in ignorance, and that we have had no opportunity of knowing our
Lord 's will. Thou hast cast our lot in a land, where the light of the

gospel shines ; thou hast given us thy holy word, from our child
hood, to make us wise unto salvation ; thou hast permitted us, sab
bath after sabbath , to hear the joyful sound of heaven 's offered

mercy ; thou hast given us line upon line, and precept upon pre
cept ; and thou hast sent forth thy Holy Spirit to strive with our ob .
durate and rebellious hearts . But, O Lord, we must confess that we

have not improved our privileges, or walked worthy of our high and
holy vocation ; and, therefore, we would lay our hand upon our
mouth, and our mouth in the dust, acknowledging that to us belong
eth shame and confusion of face, and beseeching that God would be
merciful to us sinners. O do thou give unto each of us that broken
and contrite heart which thou wilt not despise ; and wash us

throughly in that blood of sprinkling which speaketh better things
than the blood of Abel, which crieth not for vengeance, but for
mercy , and which shall purge our consciences from dead works to

serve the living God . We rejoice to know that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners ; and that there is no guilt so aggra
vated that he cannot remove it, and no heart so polluted that he

cannot cleanse it, and no disease so inveterate that he cannot cure it .
Wewould come, therefore, to this great Physician, beseeching him
to heal our spiritual diseases, and to cleanse us from all our sins by

his atoning blood, and to strengthen us by his Holy Spirit to serve
thee, without fear, in holiness and righteousness, all the days of our

lives. May wedelight in the law ofGod after the inward man ; may we
have the samemind in us that was also in Christ Jesus; may we strive
to follow his holy example, and to adorn his doctrine in all things.
O Lord, send forth thy light and thy truth to those benighted na
tions who are still sitting in darkness, and in the region and shadow
of death . Bless the preaching of the gospel, and all thy faithful
ministers . Bless our beloved country ; arrest the progress of infidel.

ity, and superstition, and vice ; may thy fear dwell in every heart,

and may thy worship be established in every family. Bless the

614

FORTY-FIRST WEEK .

(SaturdAY MORNING.

church which thou hast planted in this corner of the land. Draw near
with thy divine consolations, to all who are in trouble or distress.
Be gracious to all with whom we are connected, by whatever bond.
Pardon the sins which we have committed against thee this clay .

Watch over us during the silence of the coming night ; and spare
us, if it be thy will, to see the light of another day ; for all we ask
is for Christ's sake. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . – JEREMIAH L .

LORD, thou hast been the dwelling-place of thy people in all gener
ations, and thou hast ever shown that thou dost cause all things to
work together for their good . Even when they did grievously pro

voke thee to anger, when they did break thy law , and disregard
their covenant with thee ; when they went after other gods, and did

worship the dumb idols of the heathen nations ; and when for all

this thou didst, according to thy threatening, give them up to the
sword of the enemy, and didst bring upon them the chains of the
captive in a foreign land ; yet, even there, thy pity did find them ,
and thy promises of reconciliation were renewed and fulfilled unto
them . Thou didst still place thyself before them as their refuge and

their strength , and thy voice of compassion unto them was still,
Turn to the stronghold ye prisoners of hope ; behold, I will render
double unto you. Thou didst indeed show them that their Re
deemer was strong, and that he was Lord of hosts, giving the con
quest to whomsoever he would. For when the time to favor thy
Zion was come, and when her children did turn their faces with con

trition of heart towards thee, then didst thou take up themighty na
tions, and the strongly fenced cities in which they did in captivity

groan, and as a potter breaketh a vessel, so didst thou dash these na
tions in pieces, and set thy people free. Almighty God, we do trust,
that we are part of thy heritage, that we are also of the common
wealth of Israel, and partakers of the promises made unto her. Thou

hast still a Zion, and he who came in the likeness of our flesh ,
mighty to save, is still her king. O we do trust, that by his blood,
we, notwithstanding all our backslidings and grievous provocations,

may still return unto thee our God, and that we shall, through thy
grace, be kept in covenant relation with thee. Alas ! how often

have we professed to seek thee with weeping and lamentation !
How often have we, at thine altar, vowed that we did join ourselves

unto thee in a covenant never again to be forgotten ! And yet for
all these solemn transactions with thee in our heart, and by the sym
bols of the blood of the new covenant, have we again gone after the

idols, and the sins, and the vanities that we did renounce , and shown
unto the world , thine enemy, that we pay not what we vow unto
thee the living God. We beseech thee, heavenly Father ! not to cast
us off, because of these our iniquities. We beseech thee, for thine
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own name's sake, to make us more steadfast unto our solemn en
gagements. We beseech thee, by thy Spirit, to unite usmore closely
unto our covenant Head ; and to enable us with more constancy to
follow him Zion -ward .

May we be refreshed in our pilgrimage

thither, by all the means of thy grace. May we be enabled to go on
from strength to strength , till we all arrive in the new Jerusalem .

May all enemies, temporal and spiritual, be confounded, that seek

aths of righteousshment of the bord, be with

our halting ; and may we this day encourage one another in the
paths of righteousness. We thank thee for the mercies of the past

night, for its refreshment of the body, and for its meditations to the
soul in communion with thee. Lord , be with all thy people as they

go forth to the work thou hast given them to do. Enable us to do
all things for thy glory. And may thy blessing restupon this house
hold, according as thou hast promised in Christ Jesus. Amen.

SATURDAY EVENING . — 1 TIMOTHY II.
O LORD, thou hast made of one blood all the nations of the earth .
We bless thee, that in the fulness of the time thou didst send thy
Son , and didst give unto him a body of the seed of Abraham , which
he offered up a sacrifice once for all, that he might bring in an ever

lasting righteousness, which should be unto and upon all them that
believe. We thank thee, that when our first parents did give heed
to the voice of the great deceiver of mankind ; when they did ruin
themselves and their posterity by breaking covenant with thee ;

when they had brought sin , disease, suffering, and death upon their
soul and body by their own wilful transgressions ; and when there

was no hand to help and no eye to pity, when thy justice was turned
against man , and man 's heart turned against thee, thou didst send
forth the eternal Son of thy love, made of a woman ,made under the
law , that through the offering of his sinless flesh he might overcome

sin in our flesh ; that through the shedding of his precious blood he
might satisfy thy law and thy justice, and thus reconcile us unto
thee. We bless thee that thou art pressing the acceptance of this

salvation , wrought out by Jesus Christ as our Mediator, upon the
very chief of sinners ; and that the voice of thy gospel is, o every
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, without money , and with
out price. We would obey this voice, gracious God ! and we would

come to this fountain thou hast opened up for sin and for unclean
ness; and guilty and polluted as we are, poor, and miserable, and
blind, and naked as wemust acknowledge ourselves to be, we would

believe that we shall be accepted through thy Beloved. We be
seech thee to enable us to pass through the polluting and ensnaring

things of time, as becometh those who are sensible that they have
upon them the spotless robe of their Redeemer 's righteousness. May
the men who are given still to the pomps and vanities of this life,
take knowledge of us that we are the self-denying followers of the
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meek and lowly Jesus. O Lord, we thank thee that thou hast again

brought us so near to another sabbath of gospel ordinances. If
spared by thee to the coming hallowed morn , grant that its sun may

not only rise in peace upon us, but that the Sun of righteousness

may arise with healing on his wings, through the means of all the
solemn services of that day. Enable us to put both house and heart

in order for the spiritual keeping of thy sabbath . May thy Spirit
move to and fro over the families of the earth , so that the time be

hastened when all shall know thee from the least unto the greatest.
Bless the rulers of our land ; dispose their hearts more and more to
the welfare of the kingdom of thy Son. Accept of our thanksgiv
ings for the mercies of the day now forever gone by. Pardon its
many sins. We praise thee for whatever good thou hast enabled us

to do. Be over this household and all that it contains.

( thou

keeper of Israel, keep our hearts in communion with thee, as we re
pose in the slumbers of the night. May our sleep be refreshing, and
our meditations profitable and sweet. So that if body and soul are

spared together, to arise to more work on this side the grave, that
work may be done more unto thy glory, and body and soul be more
and more fitted for entering into thy rest, through the blood of Christ.

Amen , and Amen.

Forty-Second Werk.
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALM CXIX, 1 - 24.

O LORD, thou art glorious in holiness, and fearful in praises; an
gels and archangels stand around thy throne, and they cry, day and

night, Holy, holy , holy Lord God of hosts ; yea, such a sense have
they of thy holiness, and such shame of their unworthiness to be in
thy presence, that they veil their faces with their wings. And thou

dost indeed charge them , pure and spotless as they are, with folly.
Ah, Lord, what manner of creatures must we be in thy sight ? we
who have been conceived in sin , and brought forth in iniquity ; we
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committed transgression in its most aggravating stains

who have
when we ran in the heedless paths of youth , when we would give

ear to no admonition, when we despised all reproof, when we sought
our happiness in the sinful pleasure of a world that lieth in wicked
ness , and when we felt towards thy word, and thy worship , and ser.
vice, as a grievous yoke that we would never bear. How thankful
ought we to be that thou hast spared us during our rebellious and
ungrateful course. And if now , O Lord , thou hast brought any of

us to bemoan the sins of our youth ; if thou hast pierced our heart
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by the sword of thy Spirit, and if, by the power of thy Spirit, we
have been turned into the way of the statutes, Lord, we beseech
thee to uphold our goings, and never take thy free Spirit from us.
And if there be any now before thee who are still left to the imagi.

nations of their own heart, and to the leadings of satan in the search
of their happiness, Lord, be pleased to quicken them according to
thy word ; create in them a clean heart, and renew in them a right

spirit ; bring them also to the cross of Jesus, and while , through
faith , thou purgest away all their sin , by his blood , from the book
of thy remembrance, so that thou seest no iniquity in them finally

to condemn them , do thou also enable them to crucify the flesh with
its affections and lusts, and to dedicate themselves unto thee a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable in thy sight. We rejoice that salva

tion dependeth not upon our own merits ; but yet we do know that
blessed only is the man who striveth to purify himself even as Christ
is pure ; because thou hast assured us, that without such purity , thy

blessedness cannot be enjoyed. Evermore then , heavenly Father,
fit us by all the means of thy grace for being received into thy bo
som . We desire to thank thee for the continued supply of these

means, for the return of thy sabbath, for the prospect of going up to
thy sanctuary, where thou hast promised especially to bless thy peo
ple . O may we be able to hide thy word in our heart, so that satan

may not be able to catch it away, and that we sin not against thee.
Enable us, in using it, to follow the example of the saint whose in
spired portion of it we have now read. Enable us to profit by all

the sweet experiences of his soulwhich he has recorded. Wewould
remember all who are detained, by necessary causes, from going up
with us to the meeting of thy people . Stand by thy servants who

are preparing this day to preach thy gospel. O may their sound go
to the uttermost parts of the earth . And may we, as a congrega
tion , and as a family, be among those who are blessed in knowing

that joyful sound to the saving of our souls. Wewould again thank
thee, in a family capacity, for the mercies of the past night. Lord ,
grantthat we all meet again in the evening at thy throne, with ac

ceptance through Christ. Amen.

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALM CXIX . 25 - 32 .

HEAVENLY Father, thou hast never said unto any of the seed of

Jacob, Seek yemy face in vain . Believing that we are part of thy
heritage, unto whom thou hast given many great and precious prom
ises, would we approach thy throne of grace in the name of thine
only and well-beloved Son , in whom thou hast promised to bless thy
chosen ones with all spiritual blessings We rejoice that we have
free access unto thee with all our sins, by his peace-speaking blood ;
and that this blood may be sprinkled the more abundantly upon us,

do we confess our manifold transgressions. Lord, thou hast prom .
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ised, that though our sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow ;
although they be red as crimson, they shall be as wool. Wewould
feel them thus aggravated in thy sight. And , O how must they ap
pear before thee, who art of purer eyes than to behold iniquity at
all. Well, indeed , may our souls cleave unto the dust in thy pres.

ence, and melt for heaviness, when we think of what we have done
against thee. Thy law is holy, just, and good ; but we are carnal,
sold under sin, and if thou, by thy grace and mercy in Christ Jesus,

hast redeemed any one of us, we would ascribe the glory to thy free
and unmerited favor. Behold what manner of love, that such sinful
rebels should be called thy sons ; that we should have such endear.

ing names bestowed upon us, and that we should have such high
privileges assured unto us.

O that thy Spirit, in opposition to the

deep feeling of our unworthiness,would bear more clear evidence in
our hearts that we are indeed thine adopted children , and joint heirs

with thy Son . Be thou pleased to make our faith in all the prom .
ises of our adoption more strong, so that our hearts may become

more enlarged towards thee. Shed abroad thy love in them , that
they may be filled with gratitude unto thee the God of all their com

fort,and the Father of all their mercies. Wemourn over their nat
ural deadness, their forgetfulness of thy tender compassions ; yea ,
and their wilful backslidings from thee.

Justly mightest thou have

cast us off from thy free favor, and let us alone to reap the fruit of

our own doings. O we do trust that thou wilt never thus leave us,
that thou wilt never utterly forsake us. And we do hope that we

may take all the warnings and pleadings in the preaching of thy
gospel this day, as a token that we are not yet beyond the day of
grace and merciful visitation . May the word that was spoken be

sealed upon our souls, so as to seal them under thy Spirit against

the day of redemption. Grant that we give evidence in the rest of
our weary pilgrimage, that weand all thine Israel have this day re
ceived refreshing from on high. Open, we beseech thee, our eyes,
that wemay see more and more of the wonders of thy law , that we
adore more and more the wonders of thy redeeming love. O surely
great is themystery and the wonder ofGod being manifested in the

flesh . As thine angels delight to look into these things, O may we,
who are the objects of this wonderful work of redemption , delight

to consider it by day and night. Webeseech thee to bless all those
for whom thou wouldst have us to pray. Our friends and our rela
tions do thou preserve ; and as we can ask for no better thing unto

them , than that thou wouldst open their eyes to the things that be.
long to their everlasting peace, Lord , grant us to see them seeking,

with all earnestness, the way of life. Enable us to forgive all those
who sit and speak against us ; while we endure their hatred and
scorn , enable us to meditate on the example of him , who, when he
was reviled, reviled not again . Lord, turn the hearts of the perse
cutors of thy people and of thy cause. And whereas we fear that

many have this day profaned thy sabbath, and turned it into a day
of sinful recreation, we beseech thee to make them , before it return
again , more alive to their own best interests and to thy wrath . Re

fresh the spirits of all that have spent themselves either in teaching
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or in preaching thy gospel. Especially do thou encourage the heart
of him who has the spiritual oversight of our souls. Enable us, in

the silent watches of the night, to turn our thoughts back to the ex
ercises of the past day. Alas ! Lord, for our little profiting with all,
for our deadness and formality, for our wandering of thought and
worldly -mindedness. Pardon these sins mixed with our solemn
duties. And we again entreat thee to hear the prayers of the closet,
of the family, and of the sanctuary, through the merits and media

tion of him whom thou hearest always, even him who is exalted at
thy right hand, our Prince and our Saviour, Jesus Christ, the Lord
our Righteousness. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . – JEREMIAH LI.

O LORD, who can stand in thy sight, when thou arisest to judg
ment ! Thou art of purer eyes than to behold iniquity . Evil can
not dwell with thee, the Lord ; neither can fools stand in thy sight.

Thou hatest all the workers of iniquity . Welament, before thee, O
God, that through the entrance and influence of sin, the earth is

anoththe
filled with violence, and
so of the children of men are fully
e hearts
to do

ana dio

set in them to do evil. From the very beginning, one generation
hath risen up after another, to renew the deeds of their fathers, and

to realize the sufferings and sorrows that are inseparable from the
commission of sin . We desire, O Lord , to mourn over the corrup
tion of our nature, and the sinfulness of our race. We lament, that
even in the early ages of the world , all flesh had corrupted its way,
and it repented the Lord that he had made man ; and in his right
eous judgment he sent the flood to destroy the world of the ungodly .
But alas ! O God,how soon did iniquity again lift up its bead. How
speedily did the children of men take counsel together, to plot against
the Lord and bis Anointed ; that they might oppose his cause, and
oppress his people . Blessed be thy name, O Lord, that thou didst
remember thy covenant, and broughtest salvation to thy chosen ;
and didst take vengeance on thine adversaries. Thou didst, O God,

smite great nations, and slay mighty kings. The sins of Babylon,
the glory of kingdoms, and the beauty of the Chaldeans' excellency,
came up in remembrance before thee ; and thou didst visit her with

a fearful overthrow , and swept her away as with the besom of de
struction . O righteous Father, do thou remember the word that

thou hast spoken respecting the spiritual Babylon, themystery of in
iquity, the mother of abominations, that has wrought such wicked
ness in the earth. Grant, we humbly beseech thee, that the time of
her visitation may speedily come, when thou wilt avenge upon her
the oppressions of thy people, and the blood of those that were slain
for the testimony of Jesus; and when she shall be cast as a great

mill-stone into the sea, never to be found any more at all. O Lord,
do thou save us from all errors and delusion . Enable us to hold
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fast the word of life, and to maintain the
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steadfast unto the end. Blessed
day that is past we were permitted to enjoy the hallowed rest of the
holy sabbath . Follow
with thy blessing the spiritual services in
ith were
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engaged."I
which we
May saving impressions of divine things
abide with us, and exercise their proper influence on our conduct.
Give us grace, we humbly beseech thee, that in entering on the work

of the six days that are given us for our employments, we may be
enabled continually to set thee before us, that thou mayest direct our
goings, that every pursuit may be conducted in thy fear, and every
work be done to thy glory . May our whole life here below , be a

walking with God. Through the grace of thy Spirit may we grow
up in a meetness for the heavenly inheritance, that an abundant en
trance may be administered unto us into thine everlasting kingdom .
These, and all other blessings needful for us, we implore in the

name, and for the sake, of Jesus Christ our Lord

Amer .

MONDAY EVENING . — 1 TIMOTHY III.

O Thou who art the God of grace and of mercy , do thou incline
thine ear to hear the voice of our supplications. We ever adore

thee as the Father of lights and of life, from whom cometh down

every good and perfect gift. Wewould acknowledge our entire de
pendence upon thee, both for the life that now is, and that which is
to come. Thy mercies are new to us every morning, and thy faith
fulness every night.

Thou art crowning us with loving-kindness

and tender mercies. O that there were in us such a heart as that we
would love thy name, revere thine authority, and obey thy holy will.

Do thou , O God , cleanse us from our pollutions and idols ; do thou
blot out our manifold transgressions for thine own name's sake ; and
grant that we may be washed , and sanctified , and justified, in the

name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God . We rejoice,
O Lord , that in every age and generation thou hast had a seed to
serve thee, who were fed and nourished through the ministrations
of thy word and the grace of thy Spirit, and were enabled to adorn

the doctrine of God their Saviour by a life and conversation becom
ing the gospel. Ogrant, we humbly pray thee, that there may be
many such in our day. May theministers of the word, and all who
bear rule in thy church, obtain mercy to be faithful. May they be
instant in season , out of season , willing to spend and be spent in the
service of their word and Master.

And do thou, with whom is the

residue of the Spirit, bear testimony to the word of thy grace , that
it may become effectual for the conversion of sinners, and for build
ing up thy people in their most holy faith . Do thou clothe thy
priests with salvation , that thy saints may shout aloud for joy. We
would desire, O Lord, at the close of this day, to acknowledge thy

goodness towards us during the course of it

Blessed be the Lord
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who hath given us this day our daily bread ; who hath compassed
us about with his favors as with a shield , and who hath upheld our

goings. O God, do thou graciously forgive wherein we have forgot
ten thee and forsaken thy law ; and do thou condescend to accept

of all our humble endeavors to honor and obey thee. May the good
Lord now meet with us when we are met together in his name, and

bless us severally according to our need. May he be pleased to ac
cept of our evening sacrifice. May he extend over us this night the
shadow of his wings, and grant us the sleep which he giveth to his

beloved, that being refreshed with needful rest, wemay awaken to
the activities of a new day, and be enabled to glorify God in our
bodies and spirits , which are his. These, and all other needful bless

ings, we pray for in the name of Jesus Christ, our strength and Re
deemer.

Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING. – LAMENTATIONS I.
O THOU who art Jehovah , the Lord of hosts, the Creator, Preserver,
and Governor of all things that are in heaven and in earth, do thou

bow down thine ear to hear the voice of our confessions and suppli
cations at this time. Wewould come before thee with reverence
and godly fear. We would sanctify thee, the Lord God , in our
heart, and make thee our fear and our dread . Do thou pour out thy
Spirit upon us as a spirit of understanding, and of the fear of the

Lord — as a Spirit of faith , and repentance, and holiness — as a Spirit
of grace and supplication , that wemay , in a suitable manner, sanctify

our lives before thee, and exercise the godly sorrow which worketh
repentance unto salvation , and return unto the Lord, from whom we
have deeply revolted . We rejoice, O Lord , that thou art righteous

in all thy ways, and holy in all thy works. Thou afflictest not will

ingly , nor grievest the children of men . Thou chastenest them not
for thine own pleasure, but for thcir profit, and that they might be
partakers of thy holiness . We would therefore cry unto thee, O

God, out of the depths of our guilt, and misery, and helplessness.
We would adore the wisdom , and forbearance, and mercy, of thy
dealings with us. O that the goodness of God may lead us to re
pentance, and that we may be enabled henceforth to live not unto
ourselves, but unto the praise of the glory of thy grace.' Heavenly

Father, do thou give us grace to improve aright what thou hast
made known to us of thy dealings with Israel of old . Thou didst
choose them out of all the families of the earth ; thou didst set thein

apart as a heritage for thyself ; thou didst bestow upon them many
great and precious privileges ; but, alas ! they were not faithful to
thy covenant, nor obedient to thy will.

They forsook the God who

made them , and did lightly esteem the Rock of their salvation ; they
provoked thee to anger by their idolatries and evil ways ; wherefore
thou didst, in thy righteous judgment, scatter them among the na
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tions, and disperse them among the people , and they are, unto this
day, a bye-word and a proverb in the earth . O God of their fathers,
Abraham , and Isaac, and Jacob, do thou remember mercy in the
midst of wrath. Turn them again , Lord God of hosts, and so they
shall be safe . Remove the veil that is over their hearts, and cause
them to see the light of the knowledge of thy glory in the face of
Jesus Christ. O convince them that Jesus of Nazareth is he who
should come, and that they need not look for another ; and bring

them back from their unbelief and wanderings unto the great Shep
herd and Bishop of souls. Help us, O Lord, to abide in the faith of
Christ, and to bring forth the fruits of righteousness to the praise of
the glory of thy grace. Keep us, o God, by thy power, through
faith unto salvation . And do for us, and in us, exceeding abundant

ly above all that we are able to ask or think, for the Redeemer's
sake. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . — 1 TIMOTHY IV .

WE adore thee, O Lord, as theGod of truth, and of grace, and of
holiness . Thou dwellest in light that is inaccessible and full of glory .
Evil cannot dwell with thee, neither shall fools stand in thy sight.

Thou hatest all the workers of iniquity. O blessed be thy name for
the revelation which thou hast given us of thy character and will in
the scriptures of truth, and that all scripture is given by inspiration

ofGod , and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction , and
for instruction in righteousness, that theman ofGod may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto every good work . Grant, we humbly
pray thee, that wemay be enabled to receive the truth in the love
of it, and that the truth may make us free ; that the entrance of thy

word may give life and light to our souls ; and that, through the
effectual operation of thy Spirit, we may become as living epistles
of the truth , known and read of all men. O help us to have no

fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness. May wehold fast

the word of life, and cleave closely unto him who is the way, and
the truth, and the life, and by whom alone we can come unto the
Father. Wewould tremble and be afraid , O God, when we think
of the delusions and iniquities to which we are so liable. How easily
are we turned aside from the right path ! how readily do we submit
our neck to the yoke of bondage ! O do thou arise for our defence,
deliver us in the hour of danger, and keep us in safety under the
shadow of thy wings. Hasten the time when all superstition and
idolatry shall be banished from off the face of the earth . O deliver
us from the aspirations and encroachments of the man of sin , the

son of perdition , who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that
is called God , or that is worshipped , so that he, as God , sitteth in
the temple ofGod, showing himself that he is God . O may the Lord

speedily consume him with the Spirit of his mout) and destroy him
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with the brightness of his coming, andmay there be nothing to hurt
or destroy throughout allGod's holy mountain . May the knowledge
of the Lord cover the earth as the waters cover the channel of the
sea, and all the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our

God and of his Christ. Heavenly Father, be with us now when we
retire to rest. Give us the sleep ofthy beloved. Pardon our mani.
fold and highly aggravated offences, and speak peace to us through

the blood of the cross. And unto the Father, and unto the Son , and

unto the Holy Ghost, be undivided and eternal glory. Amen.

WEDNESDAY MORNING . – LAMENTATIONS II.

O THOU who art the King eternal, immortal, and invisible , we de
sire to humble ourselves before thee this morning, in acknowledgment
of thine absolute sovereignty ove us, and our entire dependence
upon thee. Thou didst make us, and not we ourselves ; we are the
people of thy hand, and the sheep of thy pasture ; thou orderest all
the events that befall us here ; thou appointest sorrow , and thou

givest joy ; thou hast set the bounds of our earthly habitation ; thou
hast numbered the days and years of ourmortal existence. Help us
to remember that we are altogether in thy hand, and subject to thy

disposal; and may we be enabled to look up to thee continually
under all the dispensations of thy providence, with a perfect reliance
on thy wisdom , thy faithfulness, and thy love. Wedesire, O Lord,
this day to acknowledge our transgressions, and to remember our
sins before thee. When we look back upon our past life , and num
hearts and discern their corruption, when we look around upon the
sinfulness of our own doings, when we look up to him who is of

purer eyes than to behold iniquity, we deeply feel that we cannot
enter into judgment with God, or answer him when he contends with
us. Once have we spoken , but we will not answer ; yea, twice, but
we will proceed no further ; we had heard of thee by the hearing
of the ear, but now our eye seeth thee ; wherefore we abhor our
selves, and repent in dust and ashes. Humble our souls, we beseech
thee, under a deep and abiding sense of our own sinfulness and de
merit ; give us the broken and contrite heart that mourns and con

fesses its corruption ; let every proud and self-righteous feeling
within us be utterly cast down, and may we be taught to feel and

acknowledge that the Lord is just and righteous when he judgeth .
Especially, amid the afflictions with which thou art pleased to visit
us, may we learn the lesson at once of our own guilt and of thy
holiness, and be taught to remember that sin is the bitter cause of
sorrow , and that it is our own iniquities that have armed thy provi
dence against us. Help us to acknowledge thy mighty hand and

thy truth even in thy sorest chastisements ; and knowing that no.
thing but sin can separate between us and God,may we be stirred
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up to a holy anxiety to search our own hearts, and try our own ways,

and to cast out the accursed thing that hath kindled thy displeasure
against us. We bless thy name that there is still mercy with thee,

that thou mayest be feared, and plenteous redemption, that thou
mayest be sought after. Thou wast a little angry with us, but thou
hast turned thee from thine anger and hast comforted us ; behold
God hath become our salvation, and the Most High our Redeemer.

May we find in Jesus Christ that resting place for our souls which
he hath promised to the weary and heavy-laden ; let our sins be for
given us for his name's sake ; teach us to look up to thee through

him as unto a reconciled Father ; and abiding continually in him by
faith , may we taste of that peace which the world cannot give, and

experience of that grace and strength which will fit us for duty and
trial. In him is our confidence, let it not be disappointed ; may he
become to us in growing fulness every day our wisdom , our right
eousness, our sanctification, and redemption. Unto thee, as theGod
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we commend ourselves during

this day, and for all the days of our appointed time on earth. Be
thou our shield and our guide, our hope and our joy. Watch over
all our interests and our footsteps ; enrich us with the treasures of

thy grace, and keep us by thy power unto thy kingdom . Be very
gracious unto all whom we love. Be gracious unto all who are of
the household of faith. Let thy kingdom come, let thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven ; and hasten on the proinised peace and
blessedness of a better age. Hear these our supplications, and send

us an answer in peace , for Christ's sake. Amen .
- --

-

- - --

-

WEDNESDAY EVENING . — 1 TIMOTHY V .
O God, we would now approach thee in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord. In him , O Lord , we desire now to be found ; and we en

treat thee, for his sake, to receive us graciously, and love us freely, to
blot out the multitude of our transgressions, to enrich our souls with

hy sanctifying grace , to number us with thine adopted and chosen
ones, and to visit us with thy great salvation . Teach us more and
more our own lost and undone condition as sinners ; and under a
deep and active feeling of our personal need, may we be led to draw
near in faith to him upon whom thou hast laid the burden of our

infirmities and guilt, and who, once having died for our sins, hath
been exalted to bestow their forgiveness. May we maintain habit
ually upon our hearts the conviction , that without Christ we can do

nothing, and that as the branch cannot bear fruit except it abide in
the vine, so neither can we except we abide in Jesus. Do thon,
therefore, teach us every day to cultivate a nearer andmore intimate
fellowship with him , to abide in him continually by faith , and never
to cease our desires and endeavors to increase in an experimental

knowledge of him as our own Saviour and our own God . " Crucified
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we live in the flesh may be by the faith of the Son ofGod, who loved
us and gave himself for us. We desire to render thanks to thee for
all the means of grace and opportunities of spiritual improvement
with which we are favored . Unto us the lines have fallen in pleas

ant places, yea, we have got a goodly heritage. We bless thee for
the word of life, for the light of the gospel which has shone around
our dwellings, for our sabbaths and means of grace, for the church
of Christ and the ordinances that draw down of his presence and

blessing in the midst of us, for the promise of the Spirit to abide
with us forever . May we never forget that to whom much is given ,
from them much will be required ; and may we be stirred up to a
more adequate feeling of the value of the privileges we enjoy, and

to a greater anxiety for the right improvement of them . Forbid that

those means of grace, to which the promise of thy Spirit and bless
ing are annexed, should be neglected or undervalued by us. But

rather may we be found growing in grace, and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and living henceforward as the
children of so many mercies. May our souls be nourished and

watered from day to day, by the dew of thy grace, and outpouring

of thy Spirit; and O may the fruits of the Spirit, in faith and holi
ness, be mademanifest in our habitual walk and conversation . We

beseech thee, gracious Father, to be with us during the watches of
the night ; and may he, in whose eye the darkness and the light are
both the same, grant us his presence and protection during our slum

bers. Give us to lie down under a confiding sense of thy goodness,
and when we awake may our thoughts be still with thee. Bless all
who are united to us by the ties of kindred or affection. May they
too share in thy blessing. May they and we be safe under the

shadow of thy wings ; and all that we ask is for Christ our Redeem
er's sake. Amen.

THURSDAY MORNING . – LAMENTATIONS III.
UNTO whom , O Lord, can we go but unto thee, for it is thine ear
that is never heavy that it cannot hear, and it is thine arm that is
never shortened that it cannot save ?

When our souls are over

whelmed and in perplexity, we would flee unto the rock that is
higher than we. We rejoice in the assurance that thou afflictest not
willingly , nor grievest the children ofmen ; and we desire to rest in
the promise, that the Lord will not cast off forever ; that though he

cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to the multitude

of his mercies. The Lord is our portion, therefore will we hope in
him . O give us to abide under the shadow of the Almighty. “May
he cover us with his feathers, and under his wings may our trust be.

-are safe in thy me pleased to your trust be

Whatever be the trials with which thou art pleased to visit us, may
we still be sensible that we are safe in thy hand. In all thy dealings
40
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with us, teach us to trace the tokens of Fatherly wisdom and com .
passion . May•we remember that thou contendest with thy people
not in anger, but in love. And in the dispensations of thy hand,

may we learn to acknowledge that thou afflictest not for thine own
pleasure ,but for our good. Drawing closer to thee as our reconciled
God in Christ Jesus, may we lift up the hands that hang down, and
the feeble knees, and rejoice in the assurance that whom the Lord
loveth he chasteneth . We give thee thanks for the assurance, that
we have not an High Priest who cannot be touched with the feeling

of our infirmities ; but one who in all our afflictions is afflicted. O
may he who once was a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief,
visit us in the season of our sorrow . He knows our frame, he re

members that we are dust. May he be our help , our refuge, and
our stay . Teach us, amid all our trials, to look up to that once cru .
cified, but now exalted Saviour, who still well remembers in heaven

his own earthly distresses. And satisfied that to him belong infinite
power and infinite compassion, and both exercised for the good of
his church, may we learn neither to despise the chastenings of the
Lord, nor to faint when we are rebuked of him . Sanctify, we be

seech thee, to our spiritual good, all the discipline of thy providence
with us. May tribulation work patience, and patience experience,

and experience hope, even that hope which maketh not ashamed ,
but which, as an anchor of the soul, sure and steadfast, entereth in
within the veil. Teach us to know more experimentally the unsat

isfactory nature of all earthly good ; and let our souls be lifted up to
heaven to seek there for a better and more enduring portion . We
would now rest ourburden upon the Lord . Wewait and watch for
his salvation . We commit ourselves, and all our interests, into thy
faithful hands. Be this day our guide and shield through the wil.

derness . Save us from danger, save us from sin , and lead us at last
to the land of rest. Let all our days on earth be spent in thy fear,
and in the enjoyment of thy favor. Let our friends be thy friends ;

let them enjoy thy blessing. May they and we together be partak :
ers of thy goodness here, and the heirs of thy kingdom hereafter.
Our supplications are before thee. Do thou for us, and in us, more

than we can ask or think, for Christ's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . – 1 TIMOTHY VI.
Thou art the blessed ind the only Potentate, the King of kings,
and Lord of lords. Thcu only hast immortality , dwelling in the
light which no man can approach unto , whom no man hath seen or
can see. Wherewithal shall we come before the Lord , or bow our.
selves before the most high God ? Webless thee that thou thyself

hast shown us thatwhich is good ; and that when we had no offer
ing or sacrifice to present for ourselves, thou didst provide the Lamb
for the burnt-offering. Do thou be pleased to call to remembrance,
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on our behalf, the perfect sacrifice and all sufficient atonement of the
Lord our Redeemer ; and seeing that he shed his blood , and poured
out his life for our redemption , may we receive through faith all
those blessings of a spiritual kind which he died to purchase, and is

now exalted to bestow . Let not our sins separate betwixt us and
thee. Let not our iniquities turn away thy compassion from us.
For the sake of thy Beloved, do thou lift upon our souls the light of

thy reconciled countenance, and visit us with thy salvation. May
we find, in our happy experience, that in Jesus Christ there is plen
teous redemption ; that with him there is mercy for our souls, and
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of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord ; and the
more we come to know , with regard to ourselves, that we are poor,

and needy, and naked, may we seek the more earnestly to be clothed
upon with the righteousness of him who, although he knew no sin,
was yet made sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness

of God in him . And while seeking to be justified freely through
faith in Jesus Christ, we would entreat also that our natures may be

renewed and sanctified by his Spirit. May that Spirit work in us
both to will and to do of his good pleasure towards us. May our
hearts become the temples of the Holy Ghost, in which he delights
to dwell. And may every impure thought, every worldly passion,
every unholy desire, every unlawful feeling, be cast down and re

buked at his presence. As the ransomed people of the Lord, may
we continually feel that we are not our own, and thatwe are bound
to glorify him in our bodies and spirits, which are his. Forbid that at
any time sin should have the dominion over us.

But remembering

that holy name by which we are called , and that precious blood
which was given to redeem us, may it be our heart's desire and
effort to walk through the world as the disciples of Jesus, and to
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour by enlightened conversation
becoming the gospel. Let us not be conformed to this world in its
maxims, its manners , or its feelings ; butmay we be transformed by
the renewing of our minds. And as strangers and pilgrims, who

have neither their home nor their portion here, may we be waiting
and longing for that second coming of our Lord and Saviour, when

he shall appear without sin into salvation. We desire to unite in
thanksgiving to thee for thewercies of the past day ; and in the con .
fidence of the same mercy we would now commit our bodies, and

spirits, and all that concerns us, to thy keeping for the night. May
he who neither slumbers nor sleeps watch over us during its dark .
ness, and let not any plague come nigh our dwelling. Bless those

that are dear to us. Be very gracious to thine own heritage. May
thy church everywhere be built up, and thy people multiplied ; and
very soon may the ends of the earth see the salvation of our God .

IIear us, we beseech thee, gracious God, and accept of us, and an
swer us, for Christ our Saviour's sake. Amen .
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FRIDAY MORNING. – LAMENTATIONS IV .
Thou art, O Lord , a holy and a sin-hating God. Thine eyes are
purer than to look on sin , and thou abhorrest the workers of iniqui.
ty ; and though on him thou dost not always execute judgment
speedily , yet thou wilt at length make bare thy holy arm . Thou
wilt not be mocked forever; and before thy terrible wrath the tab .
ernacles of the wicked and the hope of the hypocrite shall perish.
Thy judgments have been known upon the earth . This drowned

and deluged world , Sodom in ashes, Jerusalem in ruins, thine an
cient people this day vagabonds on the earth, a hissing, a by.word,
and a proverb among the nations, — these proclaim thy justice, and
that it is indeed a terrible thing to fall into the hands of a living and
an angry God. And amid these monuments of ruin , here we stand ,
not monuments ofman 's merit, but of God 's mercy. Why has not

thy glittering sword been stretched out against us ? Why has not
destruction overthrown our cities, and the sword drunk our blood ,
and the famine devoured our strength , and the pestilence walked in

darkness through our habitations ? Lord, our sins and our short
comings bear witness that it is of thy mercy that we have not been
consumed, and because thy compassions fail not. Pastors and peo
ple, sovereign and subjects, parents and children , all, even all of us,
have sinned against thee, and sinned against thee times and ways
without number. Our first parents fell, and buried us in their fall ;

our glory departed ; thy image was destroyed ; and now , instead of
righteousness, clothed us over with iniquity, covered us over with
sin . How is the gold become dim ; the most fine gold , how is it

changed ! May we be warned by thy hast judgments on the earth
to flee from a more terrible judgment than them all. Hell is coming,
and we have deserved it ; but yet thou art waiting to be merciful
and gracious; and because thou art now restraining thy wrath ,

wicked men are saying,Where is the promise of his coming ? What
ever others say and do,may we listen to the voice from heaven , which
says, Escape for thy life, flee from the wrath to come. Blessed be
thy name, thou hast provided a refuge, a free refuge, a full refuge,
open to all, and large enough for all. Turn us, Lord, turn us by thy
mighty power ; turn us unto Christ ; drive us unto him by the ter
rors of a coming judgment; draw us unto him by the cords of love.
O send forth thy light and thy truth, that wemay be guided to this
city of refuge, for surely the avenger is behind us, and there may not
be an hour to lose . Like thy ancient people, we may be watching
for a nation that cannot save ins. Trusting to our own righteous
ness, to our own repentance, to our own characters, to our own
merits, wemay be thinking to swim the flood in an ark of our own
building. If so , open our eyes to this, that these are refuges of lies,
and that out of Christ there is no salvation. Wash us in his blood ,

sanctify us by his Spirit, and so prepare us for that day when thou
wilt come to judge the earth, and to take vengeance on all thine
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enemies. Then may his wing cover us, then in his pavilion may he
hide us ; and when the angel passes through the land, may theblood
of the Lamb of God be seen upon our door-posts. Keep us now
through faith unto salvation, and afterwards receive us into glory,
for Jesus Christ's sake.

Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . - 2 TIMOTHY I.
Our Father wbich art in heaven , thou art the fountain of all our

mercies, the God of allour comforts. We thank thee for the health ,
the bread, the protection , the earthly blessings thatwe have enjoyed
this day . If we have gone out and come in ; if we have sat down

and risen up in safety and peace ; if the outgoings of another morning
and another evening have rejoiced over us, this is the Lord 's doing ;

and, considering our many sins and shortcomings, it ismarvellous in
our eyes. And if there be any good thing in our souls, any grace,
any love, any faith, these are thy gifts, O God . By grace it is that
thy people are what they are. May we all be made partakers of the
grace of God. Give us, as thou gavest to Timothy, à faith unfeign
ed . If we have had godly parents as he had, we thank thee for it.
May the prayers of the parents be answered in the children ; and
may the young grow up from theirmother's knees in the knowledge
of the word of that gracious Saviour, who said , Suffer little children

to come unto me, for of such is the kingdom of heaven . May thy
sovereign grace, which leaveth one and taketh another, passeth one
generation and resteth upon a second, rest and abide on us ; and

whatever gifts have thereby been bestowed on us or ours, may they

be diligently stirred up. May we think much of our sins, that our
humility may be deepened. May we think much of our Saviour,

that as wemuse on the sufferings, and the kindness, and the love of
Jesus, the fire may burn within us, our love may grow warmer, and
our faith may grow stronger, and we may increase in devotedness to

him , who so graciously and generously devoted himself to us. And
by thy Holy Spirit, ever dwelling, abiding, and working in us, may
we be kept steadfast, amid all our trials and temptations, to the
truth and the cause of Christ. Let us not lapse into error, nor fall

back into sin . Give us courage to stand by Christ's cause and ser

thought give us auver us this or body and'ofelves

vants . Keep us, Lord , for we cannot keep ourselves. We commit
our way to the Lord , the keeping of body and of soul to him . May

thy providence watch over us this night. Thou that givest thy bě
loved sleep, give us quiet repose ; and ever may our last and our
first thoughts be of thee. In the blood of Jesus wash away all our

sins, thou very God of peace. Sanctify us wholly ; and all that we
ask is for Christ's sake.

Amen .
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(SATURDAY MORNING

SATURDAY MORNING . – LAMENTATIONS V .

O LORD, we draw near unto thee, who art a very present help in
every time of trouble ; remember, () Lord, what is come upon us,
consider and behold our reproach . Thou didst at first make man
upright, thou didst crown us with glory and honor, but alas ! the
crown has fallen from our heads ; woe unto us that we have sinned .

From our high and holy estate we have fallen , and fallen under the
power of a worse than Assyrian , of a heavier than Egyptian bondage ;

we are not only the servants of servants, but we are the bond-slaves
of satan , the servants of hellish passions; these, by nature, have do

minion over us, their bondage is grievous, their wages is death . O
that thou wouldst resume thine authority over us, that thou wouldst
deliver us from the captivity of sin, that thou wouldst break their
sinful fetters, not only proclaiming, but giving liberty to the cap
tives, and the opening of the prison doors to them that are bound.
Thanks be to God the proclamation has been made ; thanks be to
Jesus the ransom is paid ; and now when he says, I have set before
thee an open door, O give us grace to rise and embrace this offer of
salvation .

But, Lord, of ourselves we cannot accept of it ; we are

like a captive with an open door, but fettered and bound to the
floor ; the love of the world , the lust of sin , pride, unbelief, these
bind us, and we pray thee send thy Holy Spirit to break these fetters
and set us free. We are bound, and need to be delivered ; like Pe
ter, we are asleep in prison, and need to be awakened. He was

smitten by the cep in prisonund,and need pori

smitten by the angels, and so do thou smite us with convictions of
sin , so do thou rouse us to a sense of our langer, open thou our
eyes to such a sight, impress our hearts with such a sense of our

lost, ruined, and miserable condition, that we may earnestly seek ,
and gladly embrace the Saviour. Restore the crown to our heads,

restore thine image to our hearts, restore to our souls the joy of
thy salvation , and build us up anew from the ruins- and desola

tion of the fall. That we may not be utterly , awfully , eternally
rejected, preserve us from rejecting Christ ; may we remember
that though thou remainest forever, the day of grace remaineth
not forever, nor the throne of grace forever ; that these shall pass
away to usher in a day and a throne of judgment, where our state

will be fixed for eternity, and as the tree falleth it shall ever lie. If
we have never yet been converted , may we be converted now ; let
this be the day of our spiritual birth, for we know not but this may
be our dying day, the very last opportunity that we shall have of

embracing an offered Saviour. Saving, do thou sanctify us; sanc
tify thy people more and more. May the very God of peace sanc
tify us wholly . In thy fear do thou this day keep us, with thy mer

cies do thou this day crown us ; thou that hast preserved us in our
lying down, preserve us in our going out and coming in , preserve
our eyes from tears, our feet from falling, and our souls from death ;

and bring us all at last in peace to thy heavenly kingdom , througb
Jesus Christ

Amen.
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SATURDAY EVENING . — 2 TIMOTHY II.

O LORD, Almighty God,thou fountain oflight,and life, and purity,
inake the light of the glorious gospel of Christ to shine into our

hearts. Wethank thee for our Church, our ordinances, our minis
ters, and our teachers, and we pray that these fountains may ever be
preserved from pollution . With these means of grace, give us that
blessing from above without which a Paul might plant, an Apollos
might water, and yet there would be no increase. May we not be

satisfied with belonging to an orthodox church, with holding an or.
thodox creed , seeing that it will profit us nothing to know the truth

unless we believe it and obey it. With sound teachers give an ef
fectual blessing; with the teaching of men, give the application of

thy Spirit, so that wemay be taught savingly and to profit, so that
the gospel may not come to us in word only , but in power, in the
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance. May we be brought into a
state of grace, and be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus ;
may we not only be kept from error, but delivered from weak .

ness ; may we not only be found in Christ's ranks, but enduring
hardness and staying sin , and resisting satan, and overcoming the
love and the lust of the world , as good soldiers of Jesus Christ. As

those that have named the name of Christ, may we be enabled to
depart from all iniquity ; let no sin whatever have dominion over
us, let every Achan be cast forth, every root of bitterness removed ,
and in heart, as well as habit, may we be so purified, that we may
be vessels unto honor, sanctified, meet for the Master's use, and pre
pared for every good work . May the young flee from youthful lusts,
and seek the Saviour early ; bend thou the tree in the earliest stage
of its growth, giving the young heart a direction towards heaven ,
holiness, and Christ ; and whether old or young, may webe found fol.
lowing righteousness, faith, charity, and peace ; our feet ever tread

ing those ways of wisdom which are ways of pleasantness, and all
whose paths are peace. Crown our heads with the blessings of grace

here, crown them with glory hereafter. May the mercies of the day
be followed by rest and protection this night. Preserve us to the

light and the duties of another day, and when we lie down at last to

sleep in the grave, may the night ofdeath be followed by a glorious
morn. May we rise to a gracious and glorious acquittal; then may
we be found in Christ; and when our eyes open on a great white

throne of judgment, may they open also on a blood-purchased crown
of glory ; and beseeching thee to hear and answer our prayers for

the sake of Jesus Christ thy beloved Son, and our only Saviour, we

would ascribe all glory unto the Father, the Son , and the Holy
Ghost, world without end, forever and ever.

Amen .
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SABBATH MORNING.

Forty - Third Week.
SABBATH MORNING . — PSALM CXIX. 49-72 .
Most blessed Lord,we praise thee for all themanifestations of thy
character in thy works and thy ways; but especially on this day of
rest, sacred to the remembrance of a once crucified , but now risen
Saviour, we would extol thee for that covenant of grace, in the old

time the refuge and hope of believing men, and which is now sealed
by the blood of Christ. We praise thee for the full and free over

tures of mercy which are addressed to us through the divine Re
deemer ; for all the benefits that are treasured in him ; for the en
couragement that his doctrine affords us to perseverance in a holy

obedience, and to the cultivation of a close intercourse with thee our
Father in heaven , and for the comfort it yields us amidst every trial

of life , and the slanders and reproaches of the ungodly . Grant that

we may never be moved away from the hope that is in Christ; that
through the blood of the covenant alone we may ever look for par
don, and all needed spiritual blessings ; thatby faith in this wemay
learn from this day to eschew those ways that are evil, and to es
teem thy law as better than thousands of gold or silver : thus may
we become companions of all them that fear thee. And may the

holy book , that records the things that belong to our peace, ever be
prized by us as the charter of our privileges, the storehouse of our

treasures. May we learn to make it the man of our counsel, the fre
quent companion of our solitude, our guide in seasons of difficulty,

our refuge in danger , our comfort in affliction . Lord God of the
sabbath, vouchsafe to us thy presence and countenance on this day,
which thou hast specially made for thyself. Quicken our hearts, and
enliven our affections for all the devotional exercises, both public
and private, to which we are now invited. Let this prove truly a
season of rest and refreshment to each one of us. Be with us when
we enter thy house ; or if thy presence go not with us, carry us not

up thither. Remember thy word of promise unto thy servants, that
where two or three are met together in thy name, there thou wilt be
in the midst of them . Give testimony to the word of thy grace
whensoever and by whomsoever it may be proclaimed this day, so
that many who have hitherto been living at a distance from thee,
may now choose thee as their portion , and may, with deep repent
ance, entreat thy favor with the whole heart, and that thy people

may, with grateful hearts, anew take encouragement in thy service.

May the sick and sorrowful, who cannot enter thy house, know that
thou art with them , and in the issue learn thy statutes from their

afflictior.

All these things we beg for Christ's sake. Amen.
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SABBATH EVENING . – PSALM CXIX . 73 - 96 .
O God , our Creator, who hast made us fearfully and wonderfully,
and whose inspiration did at the first give us understanding, we have
much cause to bless thee that thou art still permitting us to worship
at thy footstool. Weconfessthat by sinning against thee we have un

made ourselves, and reduced our souls to shame, perplexity, and sor
row . Instead of being perplexed at thy judgments, we may well

wonder that thou hast not altogether disowned thine own dishonored
handiwork, by driving us forever from thy presence. Yet thou hast

spoken in thy word ofthy purpose ofmercy. Thou artmaking provi.
sion for again rearing thy temple in the hearts ofmen, and restoring

thine image to those souls which are darkened and defaced by trans

gression. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
who hath begotten us again to the lively hope. Blessed be he that
came to save us. Blessed be the Spirit who vouchsafes to accomplish
this good work in our hearts. O pardon our sins for thy mercies'
sake, even through the shed blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. Let thy

merciful kindness be for our comfort. Thou knowest how ready we

are to be fascinated by the things of this earth , to the neglect of our
souls, and how we often sink into self-righteousness, while we pro
fess to make salvation our chief concern . O Lord, do thou then by
thy Spirit fix our hearts on the things that belong to our peace.
Grant that we may never be moved away from the hope that is in
Christ, nor despair of thy mercy. Do thou who, at the first, didst
command the light to shine out of darkness, shine into our hearts

again , to give us the knowledge of thy glory. Restore to us thine
image which we have lost ; grant us understanding that wemay
learn thy commandments ; and renew us in knowledge, righteous
ness, and true holiness, after the likeness of him who created us.

We are surrounded by enemies, we are beset by dangers, and our
hearts are weak and treacherous.

O do thou uphold and strengthen

us, that wemay never make shipwreck of our profession, but that

by our steadfastness we may gladden the hearts of those that fear
thee. Blessed be thy name for the privileges of another sabbath ;
and grant that a blessing may follow all the religious services,
whether public or private, in which we have this day engaged .
Pity those who dwell in the lands of blood and cruelty, who have no

sabbaths, and who are in darkness because they have not received
thy word. Havemercy on those who are misimproving their privi

leges, and who hate the light. Let the cry of the afflicted, and the
sighing of the prisoner, come up before thee ; and prepare us also
for the days of darkness and sorr. w . Hear us in these our requests

for Christ's sake. Amen .
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MONDAY MORNING . – EZEKIEL !I. III.
O God, most holy and righteous, we acknowledge that we have

rebelled against thee. We have sinned with our fathers, and have
done wickedly, and have been froward and stiff-necked children.

From our childhood we have been taught thy word, we have been
permitted to wait on thee in thine ordinances, and we have enjoyed
many quiet sabbaths. Thou hast addressed us by theministers of

salvation. Our dwellings have been changed, yet thou hast still
continued to afford us the light of sacred truth ; and we have had
line upon line, and precept upon precept, here a little and there a little .
Yet, after all these warnings and instructions, we have been unprofit

able and unfruitful. Surely it is because thou art long-suffering that
thou hast not utterly cast us off, and that thou art still warning us

by thy providence , and by thy word , to flee from the wrath to
come. O grant,merciful Father, that none of us may be guilty of

neglecting the great salvation , or of stifling our own convictions,
that thou shouldest, in just displeasure, give us over to a reprobate
mind, and a seared conscience. May we know by thy grace what it
is to eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of man, daily to
participate in his blessings, and to be fed out of his fulness , that we
may enjoy the full benefits flowing from reconciliation with thee,
and may bring forth , under a constraining sense of thy love, the fruits
of righteousness to thy praise. And when we remember how un

profitable and unfruitful wehave been during our past lives,may we
be filled with ingenuous sorrow , and earnest desire, henceforward to

bring forth fruits meet for repentance. We bless thee for the ordi

nances of grace regularly dispensed among us, and that thou hast
made provision , by the ministry of reconciliation , for the warn

ing of sinners, and the edification of thine own people . May the
ministers of Christ feel and know the importance and preciousness

of the truths which they are called to proclaim to others, that they
may speak as becomes dying men to dying men , and with a heart

felt tenderness for the precious souls of their fellow - sinners . Give
them grace to be faithful in the execution of the sacred trust com
mitted to them , that they may be ever animated by zeal for the

honor of their great Master, and for the extension of his kingdom .
Thou knowest the temptations they may often feel to yield to a
worldly spirit, or to temporize amidst the reproach and obloquy of
wicked men. Give them , then, strength to live above the world
while they are in it, and to give good proof that reverence for thine
authority has served to banish every other fear. While they feed
others, may they themselves be fed abundantly, that they may be
the better prepared to endure hardships, and may prove in all things
faithful watchmen . And do thou keep us all mindful, that for the
use we make of our privileges we must give an account to thee at
the last day ; and that if the ministers of the gospel have been faith
ful, our blood must rest on our own heads, if we die in our sins. O

authorityWare in it, and"" then , strengthe reproach and 2%
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grant that many who have beert living at a distance from thee may
now take warning , and flee from the wrath to come. Let not the

wickedness and unbelief that still prevail in our land provoke thee
to turn away from us as a nation in holy displeasure. Let the wick
edness of the wicked come to an end ; but establish thou the way

of the just, for Christ's sake. Amen.

MONDAY EVENING . — 2 TIMOTHY III.
GLORIOUS Lord God, manifest thy greatness to our souls, that we
may worship reverently before thee, and convince us of our own

unworthiness, that we may rightly estimate thy kindness and con
descension in permitting and inviting us to ask blessings at thy hand .
Great, O Lord , is thy mercy towards us, and we are now experien

cing thy goodness in having another opportunity to pray. May we
experience thy goodness also in receiving an answer to our prayers.
O give us what we truly need. May we possess a competent por
tion of this world 's substance, such a portion as thou knowest to be

reasonable and right. But O, convince us that we need provision
for the immortal soul, and dispose us diligently and perseveringly to

use themeans by which it is to be obtained. May we daily read

hat word of thine which is profitable for doctrine and reproof, for
correction and instruction in righteousness . May we devoutly medi.
tate on the sacred truths which it contains. Sabbath by Sabbath
may we enter the house of prayer, and may the word preached be
mixed with faith in us who hear it. By earnest supplication , may

we ask thy blessing on our souls. May we habitually wait at wis
dom 's gates, and watch at the posts of her doors. And may we re
ceive instruction not only from the ordinances of thy worship and
the lessons of thy word , but also from the events that befall us in the
world . May the blessings we possess stir us up to heart-felt grati
tude, and may thy bereaving and other afflictive dispensations to
wards us wean our minds from the creature, and direct them in earn
est aspiration and filial confidence towards thee. O give us thy

Holy Spirit. May he instruct us in our ignorance , and guide us in
our folly. May he sanctify our souls, and shed abroad celestial con
solation on our hearts. Be thou thyself our reconciled Father, and
in Christ thy Son may we find a friend that loveth at all times, a
friend that sticketh closer than a brother . Watch over us for good
and not for evil, and take us in thine own time to the inheritance.
Whether we live or die , may we be the Lord 's, and may each one
of us have cause to say, I know in whom I have believed , and that

he is able to keep that which I have committed to him against that
day. Defend us this night. Spare us, if such be thy holy will, till

another day, and grant, that so long as thou continuest our lives, we
press ignorance, irreligion, and vice . Stay wicked men in their wild

may devote them to thy service. Promote thine own cause. Sup
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unbelief and crime. Send holy Scripture forth throughout the
world , and accompany it by the influence of that Spirit by whom it
was inspired. From childhood may immortal creatures be taught
the doctrines of thy gospel, and the precepts of thy law , and by the
holy Scriptures may they be wise unto salvation through faith which
is in Christ Jesus. Father of mercies, answer these our unworthy
petitions for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING .- - EZEKIEL VE
O LORD , the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and
inercy to them that love him , and to them that keep his command

ments, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us, confusion of
face, as at this day, to our kings, to our princes, to our fathers, to all
the people of the land, because we have sinned against thee. We

are a seed of evil-doers, and have sinned times and ways without
number, from our youth until now . Our sins have been committed
against the clearest light and the richest mercy, against the remon .
strances of our own consciences, and in the face of our solemn vows.

Thou hast written to us the great things of thy law , and given to us
the exceeding great and precious promises of thy gospel ; but we
have undervalued thy mercies and thy judgments , and despised the
riches of thy forbearance in Christ Jesus. Behold , O Lord, weare
vile, and what shall we answer unto thee, O thou preserver of men ?

Our own hearts condemn us, and thou art greater than our hearts,

and knowest all things. Justly mightest thou condemn us to reap
the fruit of our own doings by removing our privileges from us, and
pouring out thy wrath upon us as individuals and as a people , even

unto the uttermost. But thou art God and not man, therefore we
are not consumed . There is mercy with thee that thou mayest be
feared, and plenteous redemption that thou mayest be sought unto .
Thou hast no pleasure in the death of him that dieth ,but rather that

he should turn to thee and live ; and thou hast made thine own Son
to be sin for us, though he knew no sin , that wemight be made the
righteousness ofGod in him . Thanks be unto God for his unspeak

able gift. O Father of mercies, work in us now before thee all the
good pleasure of thy goodness , and the work of faith with power.

Wash us all in the blood of sprinkling, which speaketh better things

than the blood of Abel. Pardon our iniquities, for they are very
many, and heal our souls, which have greatly sinned against thec .
And O graciousGod, do thou rescue us from the dominion of sin .

May we hate it with a perfect hatred. May we shun those paths in
which destroyers go. May the Spirit of all grace persuade and ena

ble us not to live unto ourselves, but unto him who died for us and
rose again. And we beseech thee grant that, having our hearts es

tablished in thy fear and love, and our goings in the ways of thy
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commandments ,wemay go on from strength to strength, unwearied,

conquering and to conquer all our spiritual enemies. O Lord, fill
the hearts of the rulers of our land with thy fear ; and let all the

ends of the earth see thy salvation . Bring the wickedness of the
wicked to an end . Establish universally the way of the just. Be

the friend of our friends. Forgive our enemies, and teach us to for
give them . Supply the wants of the poor ; heal the diseases of the
afflicted ; save the souls of the dying ; may we learn to die. Accept

of our thanks for the kindness of last night. Thou hast permitted
us to take quiet rest, and hast caused us to dwell in safety. May
our souls, and all that is within us, be stirred up to magnify and

bless thy name. Give us this day our daily bread. And may the
Lord be our sun and shield , and bless our lying down and our rising
up, from henceforth even forever. Hear these our imperfect prayers,
forgive our many sins, save us with an everlasting salvation ; and
unto thee, Father, Son , and Holy Ghost, one God, shall we ascribe

glory, majesty , and dominion , world without end. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . — 2 TIMOTHY IV .

O king was there, and of nothing

We will extol thee, our God, o king. We will bless thy name,
forever and ever.

Every day will we bless thee, and praise thy

name, forever and ever . Thou didst at first create us out of nothing,
and thy merciful visitation upholds our souls in life, our bodies in
health ; keeps our eyes from tears, our feet from falling ; makes the

outgoings of the morning and evening to rejoice over us. How pre
cious have been thy thoughts towards us, and how great has been
the sum of them ; we cannot reckon them up in order before thee ;
if we would attempt to speak of them , they are more than can be
numbered . Othat our hearts were filled with thy love, and our

mouths were filled with thy praise , and that as every day brings
fresh proofs of thy loving-kindness, every day may see us devoto
ourselves anew to thy love and service. Eternal thanks be to thee,
O God of Abraham ; because when we had rebelled against thee,

and exposed ourselves to thy just and eternal indignation , thy
thoughts towards us were thoughts of love, and thou didst lay help

upon one mighty to save. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who
hath visited and redeemed his people , and hath raised up for them

an horn of salvation in the house of his servant David . And blessed
be he who came in the name of the Lord to save us, who though he
was rich , for our sakes became poor, that we through his poverty
might be made rich .

O let not the manifestation of thy mercy be in

vain with regard to any of us. If yet in vain , as thou hast been gra

ciously pleased to lay the chastisement of our peace on Christ, grant
that by his stripes we may all be healed. Adopt us into thy family.
Make us heirs of God , and joint heirs with Christ . Search us, o

God, and try is, and see what wicked ways are in us, and lead us in
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ing our treasure in heaven, and our hearts also there, and following

those things which are pure, and honest, and lovely , and of good re
port. And may the God of peace,who brought again from the dead
our Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shepherd of the sheep , make us
perfect to do his will, working in us that which is well pleasing in

his sight. May we not deceive ourselves with a name to live, whilst
we are dead . We earnestly pray for all mankind. Have respect
unto thy covenant, for the dark places of the earth are full of the
habitations of cruelty. Revive thy work in our own land in the
midst of the years ; in the midst of the years make known ; in de
served wrath remember mercy . Bless our friends with all temporal
blessings, but especially let their souls prosper before thee . May
they all be thine in that day when thou makest up thy jewels. Be
very gracious to the afflicted . As their day is, so may their strength
be. Jesus, the son of David , have mercy on them ; send them
strength out of Zion, and if they are appointed unto death , may they

be prepared for heaven, and at length fall asleep in Jesus. Teach
us so to number our days as to apply our hearts unto wisdom .
Watch over us for good this day. May all our wants be supplied ;
and may we be taught to praise thy goodness in the land of the liv .
ing. Uphold our goings in the ways of thy testimonies, that our

feet may not slide, and command thy blessing upon us, even life that
shall never end, and righteousness from the God of our salvation, for
all that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . - EZEKIEL XI.

O LORD, we adore thee as the high and holy One who inhabiteth
eternity, and the praises thereof. Thou art seated on a throne high

and lifted up ; thy train filleth the heavenly temple . Ten thousand
times ten thousand angels excelling in glory and strength, veil their
faces with their wings, whilst they cry day and night, Holy , holy ,

holy, Lord God of hosts,the whole earth is full of thy glory. Lord,
what is man , that thou art mindful of him , or the son of man, that
thou visitest him ? What are we, or what has our fathers ' house

been , that we are permitted to approach so great and holy a Lord
God . Lo ! the heavens are not clean in thy sight; thou chargedst
thine angels with folly ; how much more abominable is man, who
drinketh iniquity like water. Adored be thy name, that by the

death and ascension of Jesus, a new and living way is opened ;
whereby we may come with boldness to thy throne, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help us in every time of need . For

thou hast made him to be sin for us who knew no sin , that wemigh :
be made the righteousness of God in him . Heavenly Father ! we
draw near unto thee at this time, to thank thee for thine unspeak

able gift, Christ Jesus ; and for all the glorious hopes which through
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hirn we are permitted to cherish . We rejoice that he died for the
offences of his people, and rose again for their justification ; and that

through him pardon, and peace, and eternal life are freely offered ,
even to the chief of sinners. O may it be given to each of us, in the
behalf of Christ, to believe on his name; and believing on him ,may
we be united to him , as branches of the true vine, and receive par
don , peace, sanctification, and every blessing. Shine upon us with
the light of thy countenance ; and give us peace, even that peace

which passeth all understanding, to keep our hearts and minds

through Jesus Christ. May we put off the cid man with his deeds,
and put on the Lord Jesus, and walk in him , being rooted and
grounded in love. Keep us from every evil, and especially from sin .

Cleanse us from secret faults. Keep us back from all presumptuous
sins, that we may be upright, and free from the great transgression .

May we serve thee in holiness and righteousness all our days, that
in the ages to come, even through the ages of eternity , wemay show
forth the riches of thy grace, and thy kindness towards us, through

Christ Jesus. Save thy people everywhere, and bless thine inheri
tance ; feed them also, and lift them up forever. And may those

that love the Lord Jesus, be more of one heart and of one nind •
may there be no divisions among them . Satisfy our friends eari?
with thy loving-kindness, and uphold them with the right hand of
thy righteousness. May they all at last return, and come to Sior
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads. Be near to those
that mourn in every time of trouble ; and may affliction work the

peaceable fruits of righteousness in them that are exercised thereby.

Teach the living and the strong to remember, that although they
live many days, and see good in them all, the days of darkness are

coming, and that these daysmay be many. Be with us during this
day, and all our days, and never leave us nor forsake us,but lead us

in the paths of righteousness, for Christ's sake. Amen.

WEDNESDAY EVENING .– TITUS I.
O LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, who faintest not,
neither art weary ; there is no searching of thine understanding.

By thy word were the heavens made, and all the hosts of them by

the breathing of thy mouth . Thou didst speak, and it was done;
thou didst command, and all things stood fast. And this day they
stand as thou didst ordain them , for they are all thy creatures. All
thy works praise thee, and thy saints bless thee. Worthy art thou
to receive glory, and dominion, and power ; for thou hast created all
things ; and for thy pleasure they are, and were created . But in
the glorious work of redemption, thou hast especially abounded to
wards us in all wisdom and prudence. Mercy and truth have met

together, righteousness and peace have embraced each other. All
we like sheep had gone astray, we had turned every one to his own
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way, but thou hast laid upon Christ the iniquities of us all. O the
height and the depth , the breadth and the length, of the love of God ,
in Christ Jesus, it passeth knowledge. Do thou who didst at first

command the light to shine out of darkness, shine into our hearts,
giving us the light of the knowledge of thy glory in the face of Je
sus Christ, whom not having seen, do thou enable us greatly to love,
and in whom though now we see him not, yet believing, may we re
joice with joy unspeakable , and full of glory. And beholding as in
à glass , the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ,may we be

changed into the same image, from glory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord. We are insufficient for any good word or work ,
for it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. But do thou

sprinkle us with clean water, and we shall be clean ; work in us both
to will and to do of thy good pleasure ; and make us meet to become
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. Save our souls

with an everlasting salvation. Do good in thy good pleasure unto
Zion ; build up the walls of Jerusalem .

Let God arise, and let his

enemies be scattered, and let those that hate him flee before him .
Let thy way be made known in the earth, and thy saving health
among all nations. Let the people praise thee, O Lord ; let all the
people praise thee. Comfort and bless our friends. Keep them as

the apple of thine eye. Be their portion in the land of the living,
their refuge in the time of trouble, their shield and exceeding great
reward. Keep us in safety during this night, O thou Shepherd of
Israel, who slumberest not, nor sleepest, and to whom the darkness

and the light are both alike alway. And all the days and nights of
our appointed timemay we wait until our change comes ; and may
an abundant entrance be administered to each of us into thy heav

enly kingdom and glory, for Christ's sake. Amen.

THURSDAY MORNING. — EZEKIEL XVI.
O LORD our God,we, and the whole race to which we belong,
have been idolaters.

It is thine unalienable prerogative to claim

and to receive the homage of worship ; and thou wilt not give this
glory to another. Yet we have given this glory to our idols ; we
have been guilty of fearful idolatry, in giving to the creature our
trust, our supreme love, our worship , and our service, and we have

sought from the creature our happiness. Thou hast justly been of
fended with us, and hast pronounced on us a fearful curse . We
were, in the persons of our first parents, cast out from thy presence

to the wilderness of a state of rejection and misery. We have lost

thy favor, communion with thee, and all the blessings flowing from
thy gracious person ; and we have merited the fate of the Canaanites,

who were devoted to the curse which their iniquities deserved . As

sinners, we are polluted in our blood, guilty , and already experiencing
the infliction of many wounds. Weare destitute of righteousness,
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naked, defenceless, and exposed to shame and wretchedness ; and
there is no eye to pity, nor hand to help . O convince us thoroughly
of our sinful and miserable condition ; and lead us to cry to thee,

God, be merciful to us sinners. Adored be thy name, thou didst

pass by us in thy sovereign love and mercy, and thou saidst, Live;
yea, when wewere in our blood, thou saidst, Live. Thou didst form
and reveal the purpose of giving up thine only -begotten, thy beloved
Son to death . Thou didst lay on him the iniquity of us all, and
hast redeemed us from the curse, through his being made a curse

for us ; and we adore thee he has said , Because I live, ye shall live
also . Grant us to attain to the life of pardon and justification, to the
life of grace in our souls, that we may come eventually to the en
joyment of the life of glory in heaven . We are exposed to many
injuries and hardships, 0 do thou spread thy covering wings over
us. Fulfil thy promise , I will spread my skirt over thee ; say unto

us, Fear not, I am thy shield , and thine exceeding great reward .
Wash us with the washing of regeneration, and anoint us with fresh
oil. Pour down thy Spirit on our souls, as the Spirit of truth and
of holiness, of wisdom and of might, of supplication , adoption , and
consolation , that wemay have in us a savor of Christ, and be thor
oughly furnished to every good word and work . May our feet be
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace ; that wemay be
prepared for the hardships of the warfare, and of the enemy. We
give ourselves up to thee , to serve thee , and to be sanctified and
saved by thee ; and we take thee to be our God , Redeemer, and
Portion . Make with us an everlasting covenant, swear unto us, and

make us thine; and enable us to make with thee a covenantby sac
rifice, even the sacrifice offered on Calvary. Keep us from being
unfaithful in thy covenant; let thy hand be upon the man of thy

right hand , the Son ofman whom thou hast made strong for thyself,
so henceforth we will not go back from thee. Turn us again , O
Lord God of hosts, cause thy fear to shine, and we shall be saved .

Let thy way be known on the earth, and thy saving health to all
people . Make known thy salvation to the heathen ; let the people

praise thee, let all the people praise thee. Rend asunder the veil
from the hearts of the seed of Abraham ; and gather the dispersed
of Israel, in their conversion to God , into one. Prosper the efforts

the efforts
n
o
i
t
a
r
o
d
t
n
y
t
s
i
e
e
h
e
k rrestoration be like life
t their
L let
h and
their behalf,

which are made in
from the dead to theGentiles. Let thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is done in heaven . Let the whole earth be filled

with thy glory. Now unto the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be
honor, glory, blessing, and praise, world without end. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . – TITUS II.

We approach thy majestic throne, O thou who dwellest in the
heavens, who art the creator and the preserver of all things, the

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the God of our sal
41
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vation. Reveal thy glory in us, and let the apprehension of it pro
duce its proper effects on our spirit, temper, and whole character.
In the light of thy holiness may we see our deep depravity, and cry
out, Woe is me, for I am undone, for I am a man of unclean lips,

for I have seen the King, the Lurd of hosts. Let the glory of thy
justice promptly impress our souls with a sense of guilt and danger,
that we may, in saving awakenings of conscience, confess , against

thee, thee only, have wesinned, and in thy sight done evil. O may
the glory of thy majesty annihilate our pride, subdue our ambition ,
and cause us to lie in the dust before thee. Adored be thy name
for the humiliation of the Son of God, his substitution, obedience,
righteousness, triumphs, intercession, and salvation . Behold , O God,
our shield, and look on the face of thine Anointed . Unite us per
sonally to him who is the Lord our righteousness ; and let his Spirit

dwell in us as a well of living water, springing up to eternal life.
Form , and strengthen , and render active in us, all the graces of the
Holy Ghost. May faith be in us, directed to its proper object ; may
we look to him whom we have pierced , and mourn , and be in bit

terness for our sin. May faith be in us, working by love, purifying
the heart, and overcoming the world . Create in us a clean heart,
renew in us a right spirit ; inspire us with a spirit of wisdom , of
meekness, of holiness, and of zeal. Blessed be thy name for the dis
pensation of grace, in the ministry of reconciliation , under which
thou hast placed us. Make thy servants the honored instruments of

turning many sinners from darkness to light, from death to life, from
the bondage of Satan , to the liberty of the sons of God . Appoint
faithful shepherds over the flock of Christ ; ministers over thy people
who will rightly divide the word of truth ; watchmen in the towers

of Zion, who will faithfully blow the trumpet, and warn the people
as from thee. Clothe thy priests with righteousness and salvation ;

bless the provisions of Zion, and cause the saints to shout aloud for
joy. Bless each one of us, in our respective ages and relations.
May the youth remember their Creator ; may they love thee, and

thou wilt love them ; may they seek thee early, and they shall find
thee. May the aged not be found standing idle in the market-place
at the eleventh hour, but diligently working while it is day, faith
fully bearing the burden and the heat of the day, that when the
service is finished they may enter into the joys of their Lord . May
the servants in serving their earthly master, serve Christ. Let great
grace be vouchsafed to us all, that itmay bring to each one of us salva

tion , and effectually teach us what to deny, what to practise, and
what to hope for. May we indeed deny iniquity, live godly, and
look for the blessed hope of Christ's second coming without sin unto
galvation. Let the light of this salvation shine on them who sit in
vlarkness ; may the Lord God give them light, that they become true
worshippers, and bind their sacrifices with cords to the horns of that

altar which gives value and acceptance to any offering presented on
it. Exceed all our supplications in the Beloved . Amen .
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FRIDAY MORNING . — EZEKIEL XVI .
We come with the deepest self-abasement, and prostration of our
souls, into thy presence, O our God . We have sinned against thee
exceedingly, and done dishonor to thy holy name. All our sinful

ness in conduct has proceeded from our hearts. How deceitful and
desperately wicked are they ! And there is more wickedness in our
hearts than has ever appeared in action .

Thou hast kept us back

from much sin , into which our lusts, our pride, our selfishness, our
covetousness, our enmity , and our unbelief, would have plunged us.
Evils past numbering compass us about. Yet, blessed ever be thy
holy name, we are encouraged to pray. God be merciful to us sin
ners. Pardon our iniquity, for it is very great. Create in us a clean

heart, renew in us a right spirit. Weflee to thee to cover us. Clothe
us with the robe of righteousness, the garment of salvation . Recon
cile us to thee through the death of thy Son ; and enable us to say,
in faith and love, Surely in the Lord have I righteousness and
strength . O do thou form , and maintain , and increase in us all the
graces of the Holy Ghost, all the parts of the Christian temper.
Write thy law in our hearts, and put thy statutes into our inward

parts, and then our obedience to thy law will be natural, certain ,

and constant. The character of our inner man being moulded and
formed according to the principles of holiness, the conduct of our
outer man shall be framed in truth and in righteousness. Leave us

not to be, like Israel, unfaithful to our promises and our vows, and
to violate the oath of thee our God. Let us not transgress thy cov.
enant, or turn to Egypt for help . Adored be thy name, thou hast
not permitted our fierce enemy to rule over us. Thou hast not af
flicted us according to our sin . But delay of judgment is not par
don of sin ; the suspension of the curse is not peace with God. We
feel that there is in us an evil heart of unbelief, which departs from

thee the living God, and we have been perfidious in thy holy cove
nant. O let not our sin work thy wrath against us. We cannot
expect that thou wilt continue to cause the light of prosperity to
shine upon us if we continue to transgress thine oath, and turn to
Egypt, and forsake thee our God . Thou hast many means, ready

and powerful, by which thou canst turn our prosperous state into
mourning. In the day of thy east wind do thou stay thy rough

wind. · In the midst of deserved wrath , remember mercy. Behold ,
O God , our shield, and look on the face of thine Anointed. Bebold
us in Christ with a pleasant countenance. Uphold our goings, that
our footsteps may not slip . Keep us as the apple of thine eye, and

in the hollow if thine hand . Wilt not thou, who saved our souls
from death, keep our eyes from tears, and our feet from falling, and
enable us to walk before thee in the land of the living. Have mercy
on the afflicted ; know their souls in their adversity ; make their bed
in their sickness ; and purify them in the furnace as gold seven times
purified . Spare ysoful lives, and prepare the dying for entering into
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the world of spirits . Give Christ actually , according to the promise ,
to be the light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy

people Israel. Upon them who sit in darkness let light arise. Let
thy kingdom come, and thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven .
For thine is the kingdom , the power, and the glory, forever. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . – TITUS III.
Thou , O God, art the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only
wise God . We confess that we have been rebels against thee our
God , and injurious to our fellow -men . Woe is unto us, for we have
sinned . We have been foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers
lusts and passions, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one
another. The sanctions of the law are set to guard the precepts ; if
the precepts are violated , the sanctions must be borne. We have

times without number transgressed all the precepts of the law , and,
therefore, we are under its fearful curse ; as it is written , Cursed is

every one who continueth not in all the things which are written in
the book of the law to do them . This curse we cannot avert by any
deeds or sacrifices of our own. We cannot, by any works of right
eousness of ours, obey the precept, much less can we expiate our
guilt, and turn away the curse. Our case is helpless ; in our hands
it is desperate . Our destruction is, for all that we can accomplish ,
remediless . Wrath has gone out against us. Adored be thine ever

blessed name, thou hast made thy love and kindness appear in Christ,

and in thy word. According to thy mercy, which is rich , free, sov
ereign, mighty, immutable, eternal, thou hast provided salvation .

Infinite mercy has found for itself an infinite expression ; infinite
mercy in God has provided an infinite sacrifice in Christ. Through
the channel of his most blessed mediation, pour out the influences

ofthe Holy Ghost upon us, and impart the blessings of the new covo
enant to us. Wash us by the washing of regeneration, and justify
us truly by thy grace. Constitute us thy redeemed children, put us
into their state by adoption, and form in us their nature by regene
ration , and thusmake us the heirs of the hope of eternal life. Make

us faithful in all the relations of life , zealous for the advancement of
thy glory in the earth, living epistles of Christ, seen and read of all
men . Believing the testimony ofthy holy word, may we be careful
to maintain good works. Help us, through grace, to be faithful
unto death , that we may receive a crown of life. Causemen to press
into thy kingdom , to strive to enter in at the strait gate, and to walk
in the narrow way which leadeth unto life. Do thou add to the

church, day by day, such sinners as shall be saved ; and make them
a people which , in time past, have not been a people. On all the
glory of Zion do thou create a defence. Be a wall of fire around
Zion , and the glory in the midst of her. We commit ourselves to

the guardianship of thy gracious providence during the approaching
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hours of sleep . O thou who keepest Israel,who slumberest notnor
sleepest, grant us refreshing rest, even the sleep which thou givest
to thy beloved people . May we commune with our hearts on our

beds. May we lie down and take quiet rest, because thou causest
us to dwell in safety ; and whatever time we awake,may we still be
with thee. Do more for us than we are able to ask or think of, in
Christ, our strength and our Redeemer . Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . — EZEKIEL XVIII.
O LORD, we desire to appear in thy presence as humble suppliants,
confessing our sins, deprecating thy wrath, and imploring thine un
merited mercy . We acknowledge that we are less than the least of
thy mercies ; that as we were at first born in sin and conceived in
iniquity, so as thou hast been adding to the number of our days, we
have increased the multitude of our offences. But we rejoice, o

Lord , that though in ourselves we are sinful and polluted , though
we are unworthy to lift up our hands and eyes to heaven , thou hast

regarded our lost estate , laid our help on him who is mighty to save,
and sent down from heaven the Son of thy love, not, as our guilty
fears might have suspected, to condemn the world , but as a Messen
ger of peace and reconciliation , to assure us of the mercy of heaven ,

and to make way for the exercise of such distinguished mercy by
assuming our nature,by suffering in our stead, and by his obedience
unto death , purchasing for us eternal life. Open, O God, the eyes
of our understandings, that in the cross of Christ we may see the
wonders of redeeming love. May we esteem it a faithful saying,

highly credible in its nature, and on our part worthy of all accepta
tion , that Christ came into this world to save sinners. May we
count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of

Christ Jesus; and may it be our main concern how to win Christ,

that when we come to die, we may be found in him , clothed with
his righteousness, and heirs of his salvation . We pray for all our
brethren ofmankind. May all our fellow -men be fellow -Christians ;

and may they who are already Christians in name, be also Christians
in nature. Accept of our united thanks for thy goodness in sparing
us through the last night, and raising us up in health and comfort

to see the light of another day. Fit us for all its duties, and trials,
and events. And after doing and enduring thy will on earth, may
we at last enter into that rest which remains in heaven for the peo

ple of God. Gracious God, pardon all our sins, and hear in heaven
these our humble prayers, for Christ's sake. Amen .
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SATURDAY EVENING . - PHILEMON .

O LORD, we desire to close the day, and the week, with offering
up our humble tribute of thanksgiving for all that goodness and
mercy which thou hast made to pass before us. Thou art our great
Creator, our constant Preserver, and bountiful Benefactor.

To thee

we are indebted for the form and fashion of our bodies ; for the no
bler powers and faculties of our souls ; for every comfort that we

enjoy in a present life ; and for the better things that we look for
beyond death and the grave. For thou hast not limited our views
in this short and transitory scene ; but,by the death and resurrection

of thy beloved Son , hast brought life and immortality to light; and
hast assured us, that they who fall asleep in Jesus shall atdeath pass
into a state of blessedness, large as their wishes, and lasting as eter
nity. Help us all, O God , to live worthy of our Christian privileges,

and of our Christian hopes. May we labor less for the bread which
perisheth , and more for that which endureth to everlasting life.

May we regard the salvation of our souls not as a secondary, but as
a primary concern . May we seek first the kingdom of God and his

righteousness, that all other things may be added thereto . May we
lay up treasure in heaven, which moth and rust do not corrupt,
which thieves break not through to steal, that when this earthly
tabernacle is dissolved, wemay have a building of God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. With ourselves, O God ,
we pray for all mankind ; we pray for their spiritual and eternal
welfare . May the whole world know that God so loved it as to send

his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not
perish , but have everlasting life. Look down in mercy on the sick

and the distressed . Sanctify affliction wherever it is sent. Supply
the wants of the poor and needy. Spare young and useful lives for

farther usefulness. And, Lord, be with the dying, and fit and pre
pare them for death, and for its awful consequences, judgment and
eternity. Pour down thy Spirit and blessing on this house and
family. Bless the heads of it, and make them blessings to one
another. Bless the children ; may they be all children of the prom .
ise, and heirs of the grace of God. Bless the servants ; may they be

faithful and conscientious, not with eye-service, pleasing men , but
remembering that we have all a great Master in heaven, to whom we
must give account. We thankfully acknowledge thy goodness
through the past day and the past week . Pardon wherein we have

offended thee, or come short of our duty . Take us under thy care
and watchful providence during the night ; and if it be thy will to
spare us to see the light of another day, prepare us for the solemn
duties of the ensuing sabbath . We put our whole trust and confi
dence in thee our God . Never leave us, never forsake us. Be our

God and our guide, our guardian and our friend, in every step of
our pilgrimage on earth ; and when our course is finished , may we
at last all see the salvation ofGod . These our prayers we now pre
sent to thee, in the name of Jesus, thy Son, and our Saviour. Amen .
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Forty - Fourrh Week.
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALM CXIX . 97 - 120.

ALMIGHTY God, weadore thee as the parent of universal nature ;
as the Lord ofheaven and of earth ; as the Father of angels and of
men. We bless thee , that having made of one blood allthe nations
that dwell upon the face of the earth, thou hast so ordered the cir.
cumstances of our lot and life , as thatwe should be born in a Christian

land, that we should enjoy the advantages of a religious education,
and that, from our earliest years, we should have access to the scrip
tures of truth , which are able to make us wise unto salvation. We
bless thee, that we have been familiarly acquainted with the mys.
teries of redeeming love; that wonderfulwork ofGod , which many
prophets and patriarchs desired to see, and to hear, but were not
permitted . For all the powers and faculties of our reasonable na.
ture, and for all the expressions of thy kind paternal providence

which we have received in the course of our lives, we desire to offer
up our humble tribute of thanksgiving. But more especially would
we blessthee for that unmerited , unparalleled grace which thou hast
displayed in our redemption ; in sending down from heaven the Son

of thy love to suffer , the just for the unjust, that he might bring us
to God. May it never, o God, be our condemnation, that light has
come unto the world , and that the light of the gospel has shone in
our land ; and that we love darkness rather than light, because our
deeds are evil. Open the eyes of our understanding, that we may
understand the scriptures. Convince us of sin , by the effectual
operation of thy Holy Spirit. Convince us not only of our sinful

life , but of our sinful nature. Enlighten ourminds in the knowledge
of Christ, that we may appreciate his excellence, and appropriate
his blessings. And having received Christ Jesus the Lord, may we

walk in him ; may we be enabled to show our relationship to Christ,
and our interest in his atoning blood, by a growing resemblance to
his divine image, and a growing obedience to his holy will ; by

having our fruit more and more unto holiness, that our end may be
everlasting life. With ourselves, O God, we would pray for all
men ; and on this, themorning of thy sabbath , we would pray for
their spiritual welfare and prosperity ; that the interests of pure and

undefiled religion may flourish ; that wherever the gospel is this day
preached, it may be accompanied with power, and be the effectual

means of opening the eyes ofmankind ; of turning them from dark
ness to light, and from the power ofSatan to the service ofGod. We
thankfully acknowledge thy goodness, in sparing us through the last
night, and in permitting us to see the light and comforts of a new
morning, and of a new sabbath . Fit and prepare us for the various

duties of thy day. Go up with us to thy house of prayer. Help us
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to worship thee, who art a Spirit, in spirit and in truth. May we
receive the truth in the love of it. May we lay it up in our hearts,
practise it in our lives. Most gracious God, we commit ourselves,
and all our interests, int ) thy hand . Be thou our God through life,

our guide till death, and at last our portion for evermore. Father of
mercies, pardon all our sins, and do for us more abundantly than we
can ask or think , for Christ's sake. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING. — PSALM CXIX. 121-144.
Most graciousGod, we rejoice in it as our highest honor, and as
our noblest privilege, that we are permitted to approach in prayer
the supreme majesty of heaven and of earth. We rejoice that thou
art now in Christ Jesus reconciling a guilty world to thyself, and
not imputing to mankind their trespasses. We rejoice that now is

the accepted time, that now is the day of salvation . Lord, teach us
highly to value the advantages of grace and salvation which we now
enjoy . In this, the day of our merciful visitation , while we are

spared in the land of the living, and in the place of hope ; while we
have access to the means of grace, and to the offers of salvation ; in
this our day of mercy may we seek the things that belong to our
eternal peace, ere they be forever hid from our eyes. Awaken us
all to a serious concern for our welfare in eternity. Help us to mind
the one thing needful. Whatever else in this vain and perishing
world thou art pleased either to grant or to deny, deny us not thy
grace. Help us to gain an interest in Christ, and to find that better
part, that part which shall never be taken from us. May we neverbe

foolish enough to attempt establishing a righteousness of our own,
butmay we cheerfully and gratefully submit ourselves to the right

eousness of God . Under a deep sense of our unworthiness and

guilt, we would place all our hopes of mercy, and all our pleas for
salvation, upon the atoning blood of thy beloved Son. May we ex .
perience the blessedness of that man whose sin is covered , whose
transgression is forgiven , and to whom the Lord imputeth not ini.
quity.

And may we ever live as becomes them who are redeemed

by the blood of Jesus, and sanctified by the Spirit of the living God ,
and who are raised to the hope of glory, honor, and immortality be

yond death and the grave. With ourselves, O God, we pray for all
mankind . We pray especially for the cause and kingdom of Christ.

Extend the boundaries of the Mediator's kingdom . Give him the
heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for
his possession . Wepray for the success of the gospel in our native
land . May grace, mercy, and peace, be upon all who love the Lord
Jesus in sincerity. We pray especially for that worshipping society
with which we are connected, and beseech thee to follow with thy
blessing the religious exercises in which we have this day been en .

gaged . Bless the word spoken . May the entrance of thy word give
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light, and life, and joy ; and in our future pilgrimage, amid the
snares and dangers of an evil world , may we take thy word to be a
light to our feet, and a lamp to our paths. May we run with pa
tience the race set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and the
finisher of our faith , who for the joy that was set before him , en
dured the cross, despising the shame, and is now set down at the
righthand of the majesty on high. Acceptof our united thanks for
thy goodness through the day. Take us under thy watchful provi.
dence through the silent watches ofthe night. May we lie down in
thy fear. May we rise in thy favor. May we be at all times safe
under the protection of the Almighty. And all that we ask is in the

name, and as the disciples, of Jesus Christ. Amen.

MONDAY MORNING . -- EZEKIEL XIX.

ACCOMPANY with thy blessing, O Lord, the reading of thy word .
We believe that whatsoever things were written aforetime were

written for our learning. Teach us to read savingly and to profit.
From the dispensations of thy providence , as well as the precepts of
thy law , may we learn wisdom . May we remember that thou af

flictest not willingly,nor grievest the children ofmen ; but that thou
correctest for our profit, that we may be partakers of thy holiness.
Let us not then despise the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when
we are rebuked of him . When thy judgments are in the earth ,may

we learn righteousness. Nor let us despise the riches of thy good
ness, and long-suffering, and forbearance ; but may thy goodness,

which we so constantly and so largely experience, lead us to repent
ance. May thy mercies move us to present ourselves living sacri.
fices unto thee, which is our reasonable service, and thus may all
things work together for our good . We would bless thee, above all,

for thy love to the world , manifested in the incarnation , sufferings,
and death of thy Son . Let it not prove our condemnation that he
came to seek and save thatwhich was lost, and yet that we despised
and rejected him ; but may he be precious to us as he is to all that

believe, and may we so receive him as to become the children of
God. May all men become partakers of the like precious faith .
May the light of the glorious gospel shine into those dark corners of

the earth which are still full of the habitations of cruelty, and into
the darkened understandings and polluted hearts of all who are
alienated from thee by reason of the ignorance that is in them . May

the disobedient be turned to the wisdom of the just, and thine erring
and offending children to thee their Father in heaven . We pray
for all whom we ought to remember before thee. Be the friend of

our friends ; forgive our enemies ; relieve the distressed ; comfort

the mourner ; strengthen the weak ; encourage the timid ; satisfy
the doubting ; succor the tempted ; awaken the careless; turn the
sinner. We thank thee for thy preserving care, for the rest and re
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freshment of the night, and for the light of a new day. Keep us
ever mindful how deeply we are indebted to thee. May we ac
knowledge thee in all our ways, and then thou wilt direct our path .
Fit us for the duties of the day, keep us from evil, and preserve us
by thy power through faith unto salvation. Hear us for the sake of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, to whom , with thee and the

Holy Spirit, be the praise forever. Amen.

MONDAY EVENING . — HEBREWS I.
We desire to bless thee, O Lord, for the various discoveries of thy
being, perfections, and government, made to the world ; but above
all, that thou who, in times past, spakest to the fathers by the
prophets, hast in these latter ages spoken unto us by thy Son . We
would thank thee that he appeared as the only begotten of the Fa

ther, full alike of grace and truth ; that in him were hid all the
treasures of wisdom and of knowledge ; and that out of his fulness
he so freely communicated to the world , having spoken as never

man spake, and given an example of having fulfilled all righteous
ness. Webless thee that he came not only as the light of the world,
but also by himself to purge our sins, and by one offering of himself,
to perfect forever them that are sanctified. Wewould rejoice that,
having suffered for the offences ofhis people , he rose again for their
justification , and is now set down at the right hand of God , exalted
to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and forgiveness of
sins; that he is Head over all things to the church ; that his throne

is forever ; and that he is ever the same, without variableness or
shadow of change. We have reason to acknowledge that we have
not received his instructions with that reverence, nor observed his

example with that care, nor embraced his atonement with that thank
fulness , nor bowed to his authority with that submission , which are
so justly due. Pity, O God, our blindness to our own best interests .

Pardon our perverseness in thus despising our own mercies, and re
jecting the counsel of God against our own souls. Save us from
slighting so great a Teacher, so perfect an example , so costly a sac

rifice, so righteous a King ; but may we humbly, thankfully , joy
fully , receive him in all his offices, lest he be angry, and we perish
from the way. Extend the blessings of the gospel to all lands.
May that kingdom which is not meat and drink , but righteousness,
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, be universally and everlastingly

established. May more understandings be enlightened , and their

hearts purified, by the knowledge of thee the only true God, and of
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent, whom to know is eternal life .
Bemerciful to this place with which we are more immediately con
nected .

Pity those who are far from thee, who desire not the knowl.

edge of thy ways, or who, professing to know thee, in works deny
thee. May thy truth and love pierce and soften their hearts, so as
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to make them willing and obedient. Strengthen, establish, settle, all
who love thy name. May they adorn the doctrine they profess, and

shine as lights in the world . Preserve the young from being enticed
by the error of the wicked . Prepare the aged and the dying for

their change. Keep us all mindful that it is appointed for all men
once to die, and that after death there is the judgment. We thank
thee that thou hast added another day to our lives, and for what of
thy goodness we have experienced . With all thine other givings,
give us, we pray thee, grateful and affectionate hearts . Who can
understand his errors ?

Cleanse us, O God , from secret faults, and

let no sin have dominion over us. Wewould now commit ourselves,
and all for whom we ought to pray, to thy care, through the silence

of the night. Wewould lay us down in peace, humbly trusting that

thou wilt make us to dwell in safety. Be our guide and guardian
until death , in death our support, and after death our portion for
ever.

Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . - EZEKIEL XXII.
WE bless thee, O Lord, for the instructions and warnings, for the
counsel and reproof of thy word. May that portion of it which has
now been read prove life and spirit to our souls. Give us to behold

ourselves in this glass, and let us not be of those forgetful readers or
hearers who go away and straightway forget what manner of persons

they are ; but looking steadfastly unto this perfect law of liberty,
may we continue in it, and so be blessed in our deed. May thy
word and Spirit convince us of sin . When we read or hear of the

offences of others, may we be led to think of our own. May each
feel the plague of his own heart, and the errors of his own life, princes
and rulers, prophets and priests, magistrates and subjects, parents and

children , masters and servants. May we feel the evil and danger
of sin , so as to confess it notmerely with our mouths, but with that
real contrition and sorrow which will work repentance not to be re
pented of. Werejoice to hear that with thee there is mercy that
thou mayest be feared , that with our God there is plenteous re

demption . Pardon , O God, all our sins, and let them not rise in
judgment against us. Turn us, that wherein we have done wrong
in time past, wemay do so no more. We adore thee that, in order
to give the penitent full assurance of faith , and that the heirs of

promise might have strong consolation and good hope, thou hast
found One to stand before thee in the breach, that thou shouldst not
destroy them . May we be found in him as our covert from the

storm , and hiding -place from the tempest. May his blood cleanse

qur souls from the guilt, and our hearts from the love of sin . We
thank thee for sparing mercy. It is because we have obtained help
of thee that we continue to this day . May each returning day find

us wiser and better, more pure, more heavenly-minded , more kindly
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affectioned, more humble,meek, and patient, more watchful against
temptation, and more fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. May we
this day walk with thee, ever remembering that thou, God , seest us.
May we behave as seeing thee who art invisible , and walk wisely in

a perfect way. May thy truth have free course and be glorified.
May ignorance and error, superstition and sin , in all their forms, be
destroyed by the breath of thy mouth and the brightness of thy

coming, and may thy reasonable creatures everywhere offer thee a
reasonable service . Be merciful to all according to their need.
Bind up the broken hearted ; give liberty to the captives, the open

ing of the prison -door to them that are bound ; enlighten the igno
rant ; reclaim the erring ; confirm the wavering ; and say to the

faint-hearted, Be strong. Hear us in these our prayers, for Christ's
sake.

Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . — HEBREWS II.

DISPOSE us, O God, to give earnest heed to thy word, as to a light
that shineth in a dark place. May we receive it into a good and

honest heart, reverencing it not as the word of man, but as it is in
truth the word of God , which worketh effectually in them that be
lieve. May it dwell richly in us in all wisdom and spiritual under

standing, enlightening our minds, rejoicing our hearts, converting
our souls, and making us wise unto salvation. May the authority of
Christ awe us, and his love constrain us, to listen reverently , obey
unreservedly, and rely implicitly. Weadore thee that he who was

in the form of God humbled himself, and was found in fashion as a

man ; that by his death he has destroyed him that had the power of
death , and given the victory to as many as receive him ; that having
conquered, he has ascended most gloriously far above all heavens,

that he might fulfil all things, and can still be touched with the feel.
ing of our infirmities. Having such a High Priest over the house

ofGod, we would draw near thee with humble confidence to obtain
mercy, and find grace to help us in time of need. May we love thee
who first so loved us. May we love him who gave himself for us,
to wash us from our sins, and redeem us to God by his own blood.

May our love abound in is nowledge and in all judgment, that being
rooted and grounded in it, we may walk in love, and be followers

of thee as dear children . May that gospel which breathes not the

spirit of bondage unto fear, but the spirit of power, love, and of a
sound mind , reach every land, and gladden every heart. Hasten the

time when, in this sense, the wilderness and the solitary place shall
be glad, when the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose, when
man shall be blessed in Christ, and call him blessed . Remember us

of this place with that favor which thou bearest to thine own. Visit

us with thy salvation, that we may see the good of thy chosen, and
rejoice in the gladness of thy nation. May ali of every rank and age
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fear thee and thy goodness, and remember that blessed is that people
whose God is the Lord . Enrich us with the wisdom that is from

above. We thank thee for the mercies of this day. Thou givest
liberally and upbraidest not. May we ever feel that we are thine.
Pardon, O God , our errors and imperfections. What we know not

in this respect, do thou teach us ; and when we have done wrong in
timepast, enable us to do so no more. Be with us, and with all in
whom we are interested, in our lying down and our rising up, in our
going out and our coming in . Show us thy way, teach us thy path ,

and keep us, soul, body, and spirit, unto the coming of Christ.
Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . - EZEKIEL XXXIII.

ALMIGHTY God, before whom our fathers walked, and in whom
they trusted , and who art ever the shield and great reward of such
as serve thee with a perfect heart ; we now present ourselves at thy
footstool, to bless thy name, and give thee honor and thanks for thy

past bounty and present goodness to us as individuals, a household ,
and a people. We bless thee, that thou hast been as a wall of fire

around our country, our city, and our home ; that we have neither
been debarred from rest, nor risen to sorrow , by hearing that either
has been smitten with the sword , or with the pestilence. Justly

mightest thou have judged us, every one after his ways ; made our
land most desolate, and the pomp of our strength to cease, because
of all our abominations. But we are living witnesses of thy grace,
forbearance, and want of pleasure in the death of the wicked. Bless

the watchmen whom thou hast counted faithful, to be set on the
walls of the city of our solemnities. May they be as signs by which

our Zion shall be called, sought out, a city not forsaken. May they
be circumspect against sin ; and feel that they are themselves as a
city set upon a hill, and that many wait for their halting, talking of

them by the walls and in the doors of the houses. Make them jeal
ous for thy honor, zealous in thy truth ; men who seek the things of
Christ; his commendation and reward ; and free alike of fearfulness
in reproving slothfulness in labor, and of shame on account of the
testimony of the Lord in the afflictions of the gospel. Save them

from being misled by the apparent docility of multitudes who sit as
thy people sit, and hear thy words, but do them not. Far be it from

us this day, to sin wilfully , and to make shipwreck of faith. Wean
us from whatever exercises an undue ascendency over our hearts.

May we be found all our days walking in the statutes of life without
committing iniquity. May we receive grace daily now , and be re

ceived to glory hereafter through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

654

FORTY-FOURTH WEEK .

WEDNESDAY EVENING .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . — HEBREWS III.
ALMIGHTY and most gracious God, who art the builder and Crea .
tor of all things ; and who of thy great mercy hast had compassion

on thy sinful and erring creatures, and hast condescended to make
some, in all ages, partakers of thy heavenly calling, and to dwell
among them as thy household ; we bless thee, that thou hast visited

us from on high with that light of life which bringeth salvation to
all who receive it with lowly and thankful hearts. Teach and ena
ble us, we implore thee , to fix our ardent and reverent contempla

tion on Him who is the brightness of thy glory, and the Captain of
our salvation, and who by one sacrifice of himself has purged our

sin . As thou hast highly exalted himn in honor above every name,
and put all things under him , may his name and honor be precious
to us above every interest, and may we make every wish and pur

pose subordinate to his holy will and glory. May thy love and
mercy manifested in Christ, be the only ground of our confidence,
and our chiefest joy . United to Christ as our Head , may we be one

in thee, O Father, and in thy Son , that wemay be witnesses to the
world that Christ has come from thee, and that we are of the many
sons that he is bringing unto glory. Make us daily partakers of

Christ, of his excellent knowledge, of his holy mind, of his spiritual
gifts ; and by thy power through faith ,may we be kept, holding the
beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end. Keep us from
secret faults, save us from presumptuous sins. Let us not grieve

thee, as did those who saw thy work, but did always err in heart.

From the deceitfulness of sin and of our evil hearts, forever preserve
us by thy good Spirit. Qualify us, by the graces of holy love and
zeal, to exhort others, lest they be hardened from thy way ; and in
this our household may we mutually suffer the word of exhortation .

Raise up in thy church faithful stewards of thy mysteries, and stir
their hearts to hallowed jealousy for thy glory . We would , by

prayer, constrain thee, saying, Abide with us this and every night.
May the length and strength of our days be consecrated to thee ; and

may we be enabled at the close of life, with a hope full of immortal

ity , to commend our spirits into thy hand. May we then sleep in
Jesus, and be satisfied with thy likeness when we awake. Hear us

in thy grace, we beseech thee, for Christ's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . EZEKIEL XXXVI.
Holy Father, Lord of heaven and of earth , we thank thee that
albeit thou dwellest enthroned in light, to which we cannot ap

proach, yet thou hast condescended to reveal thyself to us, thy re
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bellious children , by the inspiration of thy good Spirit, in prophets
and apostles, and, above all, in thy only-begotten Son, who is the
brightness of thy glory, and the express image of thy person . We
rejoice that in and by him we can see thee, O Father , and learn all
that thou art, and all the purposes of thy love toward our wretched
and guilty race. We rejoice to know that thou willest not that any
of us should perish ; that even now thou afflictest us not willingly ,
and that the chastisement of our sins is with the view of making us

partakers of thy holiness. We acknowledge that thou hast been
ever righteous in all thy proceedings towards us, and that it is of
thy infinite grace that we have not been consumed . Thou hast ap

pointed us the bounds of our habitation , and the circumstances of our
lot, with a view to our good and the glory of thy great name. If
we have wisdom to guide our steps ; if we have, day by day, the
meat that perisheth ; if we have power to get wealth ; if we ever re

membered our doings that were not good, and loathed ourselves for
them ; if we have yet trusted in Christ, or, as candidates for glory,
honor, and immortality, exercise, however feebly, watchfulness, pa

tience, and self-denial, and desire to follow Christ in the regenera
tion , we owe it all to thy grace, and would say, Not unto us, not
unto us, be the praise. Be pleased to begin , and if begun , to fulfil

in us the good pleasure of thy goodness, and the work of faith with
power. Save us from self-delusion, from trusting in ourselves that
we are righteous, from

resting in any fancied attainment, from mak .

ing shipwreck of faith and a good conscience, and from becoming
the reproach of the foolish . May our minds bemoulded after that
of thy Son , may we be all taught of God, and may we feel, in our
daily transformation into thine image, the verification of those prom
ises of a new heart, and of the indwelling of thy blessed Spirit, of

which we have at this time read in thy holy word. May thy prom
ises excite in us ardent desires and unceasing prayer to becomeheirs
of their fulfilment, and more and more partakers of that divine na

ture which is the evidence of our having been born from above. Be
surety for thy servants for good during this and every other day.
May we use the world as not abusing it ; and although in the world ,

may we never become identified with those who are of it. As they
who are in thy house are still praising thee , may we, possessed of
that peace which Christ giveth to his own , and with the testimony

of our conscience to our godly sincerity,be glad in thee all our days.
Spirit to the land of uprightness. Be pleased to grant us these bless

May we see on earth the good of thy chosen , and be guided by thy
ings, for Christ's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING .— HEBREWS IV.
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ation ofthe world . Wewith sorrow acknowledge our grievous sins,
by which we have forfeited thy gracious favor, and that divine rest
of blessedness and joy, passing all understanding, which was origi
nally possessed in the enjoyment of thy fatherly love, and of filial
confidence in thy holy presence. How can we worthily admire that
manner of love which did triumph over the indignation and wrath

which our transgressions had so justly deserved , and which has
opened to us a door of return, to become thy children again by faith

in Jesus Christ thy Son ? When we seriously consider our past folly
and sin , and think of those to whom the gospel was preached , as
well as unto us, and who perished with the land of promise in their
view , we would fear, though a promise is left us of entering thy rest,
lest any of us should come short of it through unbelief. As thou

art saying to us, To-day, if you will hear my voice, harden not your
hearts ; may we strive to enter in , and labor to make our calling
and election sure. May we, by the indwelling of thy Spirit in our

hearts, grow daily in enlarged understanding of the unsearchable
riches of thy grace ; in the mortification of every sinful affection ; in

hatred of all envious and uncharitable thoughts ; in freedom from
all disturbing passions ; in a more unfeigned and lively faith in
things unseen and eternal; in submissive acquiescence in the ap .
pointments of thy holy will ; in weaned humility ofmind ; and in a
visible transformation into the image of thy Son . Ever defend us

by thy grace from the snares which beset our path ; and give us not
up to the misleading influence of a world lying in iniquity , nor of
those inclinations which darken our minds so that we venture on

presumptuous sins. Pardon , good Lord , what thy holy eye has seen
impure in our motives, or sinful in our thoughts, words, and acts,
this day. When we look back on the events of this day, we have
reason to fear that we have been more earnestly laboring for the
things which perish in the using, than in laying up durable riches

at thy right hand ; and that it has been more with fleshly wisdom
than under the guidance of that which is from above, that we have
had our conversation in the world . Yet we would look to thee to

whom all things are naked and open, and would , though with jeal
ousy of ourselves, presume to say, in the spirit of thy servant of old ,

Lord, thou knowest that it is our desire to love thee and to keep thy
commandments. Good Shepherd of Israel, and God of Bethel,

spread thy covering wing over us, and over those whom we bear on
our spirits, and over our common interests this night. Guide us

through life ; be with us in the valley and shadow of death ; and
receive us afterwards to thy glory , for Christ's sake. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . - EZEKIEL XXXVIII.
GRACIOUS God , we approach thee at this time with deepest rev.
erence, and in the name of Christ. For his sake vouchsafe the unc

tion of the Holy Spirit, that we may learn practically and singly
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those lessons of heavenly wisdom which every portion of thy word
is fitted to convey. We bless thee, that although wewere conceived
in sin, and have been transgressors from the womb, and deserve

nothing but to be left to perish under our deeply aggravated guilt,
art still manifesting, by thy forbearance with us,that thou hast no
thou art still making overtures of peace to us in the gospel ; thou

pleasure in our death. May we be made willing, in a day of thy
power, to lay down the weapons of our rebellion , to renounce the
service of sin , to take thee in Christ as our covenant God, and to

surrender ourselves to thee as thy covenant people. Form us for
thyself by thy grace and Spirit, that we may show forth thy praise,
and thus give glory to thy name, before our feet stumble on the

dark mountains. Sanctify to us thy dealings in providence, whether

apparently favorable, or adverse, and grant that they may work to
gether for thy glory in our good. Blessed be thy name, thatwhile
thou hast forewarned thy people that in this world they shall have
tribulation , yet thou assurest them that thou wilt chasten them only

for their profit, that they may be partakers of thy holiness, and that
their light afflictions shall work out for them a far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory. Enable us, in every hour of peril and
distress, to rejoice in believing that thou sittest King on every flood ;
that thou wilt lay no burden upon thy people, beyond what thou
wilt enable them to bear ; that thou wilt glorify thyself in delivering
them in the best time, and in the best way, even in thine own time,
and in thine own way . We thank thee for the circumstances in
which we are now permitted to compass the family altar. May our
spared lives be devoted to thee, and may we know sensibly the pre

ciousness of thy grace, which helpeth in the time of need . Be very
gracious to all who are dear to us ; be propitious to every interest
and concern in which we should feel interested and concerned .
Sanctify afflictions to the afflicted, and bereavements to the be
reaved ; and may we be more and more fitted by every dispensation
of thy providence and grace for leaving this world of sin and sorrow ,

and entering into the joy of our Lord, for Christ's sake. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . — HEBREWS V .

O LORD our God, cause our souls to live, that we may praise thee
for all the mercy, and goodness, and truth , which thou art day by
day making to pass before us. We would now set up another stone
of remembrance, and call it by the name of Ebenezer, and say, Hith

erto hast thou helped us. Atthe same time wewould acknowledge,
with shame and sorrow , how greatly we have forgotten thee the
God who made us, and how lightly we have esteemed the Rock of
our salvation . O deliver us from the fool's heart, which saith thou
art not, and enable us to endure as seeing thee who art invisible .
Enter not into judgment with us, but look upon us in the face of
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thine Anointed , and deal with us in him as thou seest our needs to
require, and not as our sinsdeserve. Webless thee that he has been

appointed by thee to the high office of Mediator, and that by his vol

untary obedience unto death he magnified thy law , and satisfied thy
justice, and thus wrought out a righteousness so perfect and meri.
torious, as to be the infallible ground of pardon , and acceptance, and
eternal life, to all who rely on it by faith . May we confide implicitly .
in him as our great High Priest; submit cheerfully to his instructions

as our Prophet, and receive him cordially as our King. Blessed be
thy name, that there is milk provided by thee for those who are
only babes in religion, as well as strong meat for such as are more

advanced. Send forth thy Holy Spirit's light with thy truth , that
we may grow in grace, and in theknowledge of Christ, in proportion
to the means which are afforded us. May we yield an implicit faith
to all that thou revealest, and a willing obedience to all that thou
commandest. And with respect to those mysteries of thy word ,
which though not contrary to our reason, are yet above it, may we

with profoundest adoration say, O the depth of the riches both of
the wisdom and knowledge ofGod ! how unsearchable are his judg.
ments, and his ways past finding out ! We commit ourselves and
all whom we ought to bear upon our spirits, to thy care this night.
May thy sleepless eye be upon us, and shine for good . Let our rest
be refreshing, that we may be strengthened in body, and invigorated

in mind , for the duties and trials of a new day, if it be thy will that
we should see it ; but whatever be thy will respecting us, Lord , pre

pare us for it, and make us resigned to it, for Christ's sake. Amen.

SATURDAY MORNING . – EZEKIEL XXXIX .

WE bless thee, O Lord, that thou art still seated on a throne of
mercy and grace with respect to us, and that this fact is of itself suf
ficient to convince us, not only that thou hast mercy and grace in

store for sinners, but art ready to bestow them in a kingly way upon
us. Grant us a felt nearness to thee at this time, and may thy Holy
Spirit make intercession in us, that we may have the comfortable
assurance of Christ's making intercession for us. We unite in offer .
ing our morning sacrifice of thanksgiving for thy watchful care of
us during another night. We lay down and slept, and rose to see
the light and enjoy the comforts of a new day. In the exercise of

genuine faith and unfeigned repentance, we desire to approach the
fountain of redeeming blood , that our consciences may be purged

from guilt, and that we may be put into a capacity of serving theu

better, and loving thcemore than ever we did . Remembering that
none have hardened themselves against thee and prospered, we pray

that thou wouldst pour out thy Holy Spirit upon us, to subdue our
naturally proud and rebellious hearts, and to mould us into confor

mity to thy will ; and may we know the great peace which they
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have who love thy law ; may we know thy name in Christ, that we
may fear thee and hope in thy mercy ; and may we know our cove

nant-relation to thee in him , that we may be encouraged, by our ex
perience of thy past care, to trust thee more for future need . We
rejoice to believe that thou restest in thy love to thy people, and
that when thou permittest troubles to befall them , it is for the pur

pose of correcting and sanctifying them , and of bringing the graces
of thy Spirit more fully into exercise in them ; and we rejoice in be
lieving, also, that when thou seest it to be more for thy glory and

their good, to allow the waters of affliction to deepen , thou wilt make
the sources of their consolation to open, and enable them to go for.
ward , resigned and undisturbed , though they should see no cessation

to the tempest but in the tranquillity of the tomb. Grant us grace
to fall in with thy gracious designs in all thy dealings towards us ;
and may we be cheered during the days of our sojourn here below ,
by the good hope, that when time to us shall be no more, an abun
dant entrance shall be administered to us into that world where no
tears shall bedim our eyes, nor pangs of anguish gnaw our hearts,
but where our happiness shall be inconceivably great, without alloy,
without interruption , and without end. We adore thee in the judg
ments which thou executest on the enemies of thy church and peo

ple . Deliver not the souls of thy people to the multitude of the
wicked . Have respect unto thy covenant, and visit the dark places
of the earth, and of sinners' hearts, with saving light; and may our
adorable Redeemer sway his sceptre of grace and authority over
those who have hitherto been rebellious. Enable us this day to
walk circumspectly , not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time,
which is so short, and uncertain , and precious. Keep us watchful
unto prayer, lest we fall into temptation. Teach us more clearly
our duty, and give us the needful grace to perform it. Vouchsafe
to us the light of thy countenance, and preserve us from everything
that might occasion the withdrawal of it, that we may be harmless

and blameless, the sons of God without rebuke, and that others, see

ing our good works, may glorify thee our heavenly Father. All
that we ask is for Christ's sake.

Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . - HEBREWS VI.
GRACIOUS and ever-blessed God, with deepest reverence we desire
to prostrate ourselves before thee.

By the new and living way

which has been opened up in the gospel we would approach unto
thee ; the helpful influences of thy Holy Spirit we implore from thee

We thark thee for this renewed opportunity of singing thy most
worthy praise , of reading thymost blessed word , and of calling upon
thy name by prayer. It is but a small portion of our race on whom
thou hast conferred such invaluable advantages for eternity as we

enjoy. But wherefore is it, o our God,wherefore is it that, when
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thou didst most reasonably look that we should bring forth corres .
ponding fruit, our grapes have been the grapes of Sodom , and our
clusters the clusters ofGomorrah ? Justly might the dread mandate
go forth against us, Cut them down, why cumber they the ground ?

But spare us, O Lord, spare us yet a little longer, till we acquaint
ourselves with thee, and be at peace. Bemerciful to us, o our God,

be merciful to us, and heal our souls, for we have sinned against
thee. Let thy hand be upon the Man of thy right hand in our be
half, and may he be made unto us, as he is unto every one that be

lieveth , wisdom , and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp
tion. May thy Spirit descend to purify our hearts from the deep

moral deprand affectious operation the

moral depravity which naturally pervades them , to implant in us the

principles, and affections, and desires of a new nature, and by bis
continued and powerful operation, to support, and cherish , and ma
ture them , until we bring forth all the fruits of righteousness. We

rejoice to believe that wherever thou hast begun a good work, thou

wilt perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. Hold up our goings
in thy paths, that our footsteps may not slip ; and when at any time,

through the remaining corruption of our nature, and the violence of

temptation, we may fall, let us not be utterly cast down, but do thou
graciously restore our souls, renew us to repentance, and keep us by

thy mighty power through faith unto salvation. O grant unto us
the consolation and support which arise from the good hope through
grace, that when time to us shall be no more, we shall enter into the
joy of our Lord . Prepare us, on this preparation evening, for the

duties of the ensuing sabbath . Send help out of Zion to thy faith
ful servants ; and may thy people take no rest to themselves, nor
give rest to thee, until thou makest Jerusalem a praise in the midst
of the earth . Be gracious to all whom we ought to remember before

thy throne, according as their several and varied cases may require.

Be unto them , and unto us, a sin -pardoning, a heart-sanctifying, a
soul-refreshing, a covenant-providing, a faith -strengthening, a hope

inspiring, a prayer-answering God, for Christ's sake. Amen.

Forty - Fifth Werk .
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALM CXIX. 145 - 160 .

O LORD, enable us now to approach thee in prayer, with spiritual
reverence and living faith . We desire to be enabled to adore thee
with spiritual understanding, as the God in whom we live,and move,
and have our being.

And we desire to be enabled to adore thee in

spiritual faith , as the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus

SABBATH EVENING.]

FORTY -FIFTH WEEK .

661

Christ, who hast begotten thy people again unto a lively hope by
his resurrection from the dead. On this morning of thy holy sab
bath , we desire to be enabled to look by faith at the place where the
Lord lay ; and whilst we endeavor thus to see the empty sepulchre
of our redeeming Lord , may our hearts look upward to him as now

exalted as a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance to sinners like
us, and the remission of sins.

O Lord, we can neither of ourselves

spiritually know , nor spiritually repent of our sin. Grant to us, we
pray thee, a spiritual view of our condition . May we discern our
sin , and all our sin , and feel the exceeding sinfulness of sin .

O how

our hearts are naturally alienated from the life of God ; how we
worship the creature, and live to ourselves ! And, O Lord, who can
bring a clean thing out of an unclean ?

No man , and no one but

that Spirit who, we rejoice to know , is free to the chief of sinners.

O may he apply to us the washing of regeneration. May he sanctify
and restore us to thee. May he purge our consciences from dead

works, and make us truly alive to thee, and enable us to walk by
faith , and to walk in the way of all that holiness, without which no

man shall see thee in glory . Bless to us and to all, for conviction
of sin , for sanctification of heart, and for revival in holiness, the

means of grace to be used on this holy day. May the Spirit of the
Lord speak to souls this day by his servants, with convincing, con
verting, and edifying power. May the word read and preached this
day, be quick and powerful, and prove a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart. And may many humbled souls this day

find Jesus to be precious, and be quickened and qualified, through
his imparted grace , henceforth to follow him , in new obedience,
and in all duty , through good and through bad report. O take us
into covenant with thee ; save us from our own spirit, and from the
power of the world , and from the power of Satan . May Satan 's

power in human souls be overcome through the word and the Spirit
of him who is stronger than he; and Jews and Gentiles throughout
the earth become regenerated and obedient subjects of Jesus. O
may our fellowship be every hour with thee, and our hearts in every .

thing devoted to thy glory. Gracious and Almighty Father , hear

our prayer, and bless usabundantly , for the Lord Jesus' sake. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALM CXIX. 161–176 .
O LORD, we are indeed unworthy to take thy holy name into our

lips. Do thou grant us the Spirit of grace and supplication, and
quicken us to call upon thy name.

Weknow not our own hearts,

but thou, O Lord,knowest them ; they are deceitful above all things,
and thy word assures us that the imaginations of their thoughts are

by nature evil continually . Give us grace to know ourselves. Pre
vent us from saying peace, peace, to our souls whilst we may be liv
ing without holiness and without thee. Incline and fit us for the
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work of self-examination. Whatwe have read or heard of thy word
this day, enable us to apply faithfully to ourselves. May we know
and remember well, whatever of this searching and sanctifying word

is specially applicable and suitable to our case. O may thy Spirit
take of the things of Christ, and show them unto us ; may he search
our hearts by his searching word. May it be indeed spirit and life
to our souls. And then , O Lord, may it be as a lamp to our feet,

and a light to our path. May we ever apply to it as our guide, and
read and meditate on it daily , our minds ever inquiring, Lord , what

wilt thou have us to do ? And, alike in health, and in sickness, in

prosperity, and in adversity ,may its precious promises, and precepts,
and spiritual views, be sweet to our taste ; yea , sweeter than honey

to our mouth. And may he whose word it is,he who is the life and
the light of men, be ever regarded by us as the chief among ten
thousand and altogether lovely.

O may we have grace steadily to

realize our life hid with Christ in God. May we really be,and have
the blessedness of, steadily realizing ourselves as being members of
the Redeemer's body, of his flesh , and of his bones. And may we

live by that faith without which it is impossible in one thought, or
word, or deed, to please thee. May we truly live as not of this
world , and as truly feeling that we are not our own. And , in soli
tude, and in society, in leisure, and in business, may thy Spirit ever
maintain in us that love to thee, and to all, which is the fulfilling of
the law . As instruments of righteousness in the hand of the Spirit,

may we faithfully discharge every duty, temporal and spiritual,
which we owe to every one, in their several places and relations.

And do thou guide us every day, and guard us every night, and to
us fulfil thy promise, I will never leave thee, and I will never for
sake thee. When we would wander from thee, do thou graciously

arrest and restore us again ; and with enlargement of heart, enable
us, to the end , to run in the way of thy commandments. Hear,
Lord, our prayer, and grant us all we need , to fit us fully to serve

and glorify thee, for the sake of him who is all our righteousness,
and our all-prevailing Intercessor. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING .— EZEKIEL XLIII.
Most gracious and mostmerciful Father, be pleased to regard ug
with compassion, as we now around our family altar offer up our
morning supplications. Let thine ear be open to the cry of thine

erring and feeble children, as now conscious, in some degree, of our
great sin . We prostrate ourselves before thy throne, and confess
that we have sinned against heaven , and in thy sight, and are not
worthy of thy favor. The Lord be merciful to us, and bless us, and

cause the light of his countenance to shine upon us. Thy Lord

pardon our iniquities, for they are very great. Look upon us in
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Christ ; see us in the face of thine Anointed ; and for his sake blot
all our sins out of the book of thy remembrance. Blessed be thy
name, O Father of mercies, for that great love wherewith thou hast
loved us. Herein indeed was love, not that we loved God, but that

God loved us, and gave his only Son to be our propitiation .
Kindle within our souls a flame of affection to him who suffered and

died for us.

Touch these hearts, which are naturally cold and dead ,

as with a live coal from off thine altar, and give us to say of Jesus,
He is precious to our souls ; he is to us the chief among ten thousand ,
and altogether lovely. And O grant us an interest in his sacrifice,
and give us the testimony of thy Spirit with our spirit that we are

members of the household of faith, heirs of God , and joint heirs

with Christ. In thy great mercy, O Lord, thou hast highly favored
us. Ours is a land of bibles, and sabbaths, and sanctuaries. The
Sun of righteousness has risen above us with healing beneath his
wings, revealing to us the path that leads to everlasting light. O let

t leads
osponthisbethaprofitable
Mtheay preaching
it to be the ofmotthehe ggospel
to our souls; may we all
feel it to be the power of God , and the wisdom of God to salvation .
May the word which was yesterday spoken to us not soon be for
gotten, but, may its beneficial effects be visible in our conduct,
causing us to abstain from all ungodliness, and to live soberly ,

righteously , and godly, in the present evil world . Forbid that it
ever should be said of us that light has come into the world , and that
we love the darkness rather than the light, our deeds being evil.

But may we walk as the children of the light and not of the dark .
ness, remembering that we are not our own, but boughtwith a price,

even the preciousblood of Christ ; and therefore are bound to glorify

God Wasting rest up those who are

God with our bodies and spirits which are his. Let thy presence
and blessing rest upon us this day . May all the members of this family

walk as becometh those who are called by the name of Christ.
Counting the days past more than sufficient to have been working
the will of the flesh , and that henceforth we shall live not to our
selves, but to the God that redeems us. And may our humble
morning prayer rise with acceptance before thee, for the sake of him

in whom

our trust is placed, even Jesus Christ the Saviour.

Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . - HEBREWS VII.
To whom else, O Lord, can we go but unto thee, thou only hast
the words of eternal life. Thanks be to thee for that freedom of
access which we have to thy throne through Jesus Christ our great
Iligh Priest. We bless thee that thou didst think upon us in our
lost condition , and didst send thy Son to seek and save us. We
thank thee that he became bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh ,

that in the very form in which the sin had been committed, in the
same form should the atonement be made. Let our souls be washed
in that fountain which was opened in Israel for sin and uncleanness.
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Let us all have an interest in that atoning sacrifice which Jesus
offered when he expired on Calvary. We bless thee for the
guidance and protection which thou hast extended towards us during
the day now drawing to a close. In the house, and by the way,
thou hast been our guardian ; and in the midst of a multitude of
dangers which our eye could not see, nor our arm arrest, we have
walked in safety, thou the Lord sustaining us. O what shall we ren
der to the Lord for all his goodness, and for his works of wonder
done to the children of men ! Our souls and all that is within us

would be stirred up to praise and magnify the Lord , for he forgiveth
our iniquities, he healeth our diseases, he crowneth us continually
with loving-kindness and tender mercies. This night, O Lord, ere
we close our eyes in slumber, we would make acknowledgment of
the many sins and shortcomings which have this day marked and
characterized us. Our conduct has often been inconstant as it was
inconsistent. Our light has not always been shining, our principles

have not always been practised, our aim has not always been to
promote thy glory, our very imaginations have been evil in thy
sight. O deal not with us according to our merits, but according to
thy mercy ; for if thou wert to reward us according to our deeds,
thou wouldst assuredly cut us down as cumberers of the ground.

For the sake of our dear Redeemer, blot our transgressions out of

the book of thy remembrance. And be pleased, O Lord , to grant
unto us an enlarged measure of grace, that henceforth we may live
not to ourselves, but to the God that redeems us ; that the light of
our Christian profession may so shine, that others seeing our good
works may be led to glorify thee our Father in heaven. O give us
to feel the constraining influence of the love of Christ, conforming

us more and more to that blessed example he has set us, and causing
us to be followers of those who through faith and patience are now
inheriting the promises. Most holy Father, thou who rulest and
upholdest all things, in whom we live, and move, and have our being,
take us this night under thy peculiar care. Let thine arm be around
us as a protecting shield. Let no harm come near our dwelling
place. We go to our repose confident in this, that he who keeps
Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps. May wemeet together in peace

and health on a new morning, with hearts filled with gratitude for
all thy tender mercies. Graciously hear our evening supplications,
for Christ 's sake. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . – EZEKIEL XLVII.

O THOU eternal and ever-blessed Jehovah ! look down at this time
from thy heavenly throne, and accept the imperfect services of us
who are now assembled before thee. O Lord , we acknowledge that

we cannot plead any merits or services of our own to entitle us to
the high privilege of coming into thy presence ; and we confess our
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inability to seek thy face in an acceptable manner . Our righteous.
ness is as filthy rags. Our best services are tainted with sin , and
every day has added to the weight and number of those iniquities
which attach to our character. Were it not that thou hast graciously
promised to forgive our sins, and to hear our prayers, we should not

dare to hope for acceptance when we cry to thee. But pleading the
merits of Him whom thou hearest alway, we venture to approach
thee ; and we earnestly beseech thee, O Lord, to be very merciful to

us sinners. Show us the value of a Saviour's love. Enable us to
accept of Christ Jesus in all his offices, as our Mediator and inter
cessor. Help us to rely simply on his blood, and to repose all our

confidence in his gracious advocacy. May we no longer regard thee
as an enemy, but may we rejoice in thee as our best and most pow .

erful friend"; feeling that being justified by faith we have peace with
God . Strengthen our weak faith . O Lord, give us grace to resist

our temptations and to withstand our spiritual foes. Vouchsafe to
us a perpetual sense of thy presence, that we may at once fear to
offend thee, and love to serve thee, and enable us ever to live near
to thee. Shed abroad in our hearts the sacred influences of the Holy

Spirit, that so the good seed of thy word and gospel may grow up
unto perfection in our experience and history . And may we never
be content with inferior attainments , but be still led to press for

ce of the though at pniversalholineering intimni of God in

ward unto the mark , for the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus. We thank thee for the cheering intimations of thy
holy word, that a period of universal holiness, and peace, and joy, is
approaching , and though at present men are too generally sunk in
ignorance of thee, and in a state of sin , that we are permitted to look
forward to an era in which the bright glory and happy dominion of

our exalted Saviour shall be hailed by all tribes and tongues

throughout the habitable globe. We bless thee for the progress

the gospel ensthetimewhen theGod,shall spread of the sea ;

which the gospel has
rs and is now making ; and we be
e made,
e already

r thewastream
l shwhen
seech theebltue thasten
ll spreaofd agospel
alle the
npe llight
ight
eoptime
hems ,pthe
covesmall
and liberty issuing from the temple of God, shall spread and deepen
till it covers the earth as the waters cover the channels of the sea ;
when thine ancient people shall see their guilt and apostasy, and

shall humble themselves, and return unto thee from whom they have

deeply revolted , and when it shall be said to thy ransomed church,
Arise, shine, for thy light is come; the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee. O stir up among all thy professed servants an ardent
desire to advance the cause of the gospel. Increase the number and

the zeal of thy ministers, for the harvest is plenteous butthe laborers

are few ; and bless whatever means are employed consistently with
thy. holy will, for advancing the enlargement of thy Son 's kingdom .
Pour out upon all thy people a Spirit of grace and of supplication ,
and may they not cease to cry unto thee until thou hast established,
and till thou hast made Jerusalem a praise in the earth . And now ,
O Lord,we beseech thee, to take us,and all who are dear to us, under

thy peculiar care and protection during this day. Keep us in thy
fear,defend us from our temptations. Enable us to redeem the time,

and to advance with diligence in the narrow way that leadeth unto
life, and may this day be thus rendered a means of preparing us for

FORTY -FIFTH WEEK.

666

[ TUESDAY EVENING.

meeting thee at death , and at the bar of judgment. And do thou

graciously hear and accept of us, for the sake of Christ Jesus our
Lord . Amen.

TUESDAY EVENING . — HEBREWS VIII.
OTHOU eternal and ever-blessed Jehovah, the God of all the

families of the earth , behold us thy servants prostrating ourselves
before thee, this evening, as humble suppliants of thy mercy.

Wherewithal shall we come before the Lord , or bow ourselves before

the Most High God. Behold we have no merits to plead, no rights
to demand . We must cast ourselves, as we now do, on thy unde
served mercy vouchsafed unto us through the mediation of thy

blessed Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ ; who hath given himself a
ransom for us, and through whose intercession thou seest neither
iniquity in Jacob, nor perverseness in Israel. We thank thee, O

Lord, that thou hast so graciously visited the lost and ruined race of
Adam , by the mission of thy Son into the world , and hast through
him bestowed upon us so many privileges, and so many promises.

Without thy mercy thus manifested in him , how sad must have been

our condition, how miserable our prospects! And when we medi
tate upon thy love, we desire to feel the warmest sentiments of grati

tude to thee the Father ofmercies, and to him the Fountain of every
blessing. Forbid , we beseech thee, that we should continue to live
in forgetfulness of thee, or that the love we owe thee should fail to
be manifested in our lives. Let us not be hardened through the de
ceitfulness of sin . O grant us true repentance, and so impressus
with the danger of our natural state, and with thy hatred of iniquity,

as to induce us henceforward to live in the exercise of the principles
of our holy faith , and under the powerful impression of our obliga
tion to devote ourselves to thy service. Behold whatmanner of love
thou our Father in heaven hast bestowed upon us, thatwe should
be called the children of God ! Grant us grace, we entreat thee, to

be followers of thee, as dear children , and to honor thee in our
thoughts, words, and actions. We commit ourselves to thy care

during this night. May we lay us down in thy fear, and arise in
thy favor ; and may we be fitted by the repose of the night for a
diligent and faithful discharge of duty on the morrow . Look in
kindness upon all who are dear to us. May we all be united under
Christ Jesus as our common head , our elder brother, our best and

truest friend . Bless all who belong to the household of faith, es
pecially those of the same parish and congregation with ourselves.
Grant that the holy religion of the crossmay produce its happy fruits

in rich abundance among us. May vice in all its degraded forms
give place to the holiness, and peace, and joy of the faith of Jesus ;
and may old and young, rich and poor among us, learn to be faith
ful to the cause of our blessed Master. Extend the influence of our
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holy faith among all nations, and may all the unds of the earth re
member and turn unto the Lord . Gather thy people Israel into thy

fold . Stir up a spirit of prayer on their behalf among all who know
thy name, and send forth many faithful and devoted ministers to
proclaim in every quarter of the globe the unsearchable riches of
Christ. These our humble prayers, O Lord , are before thee. Hear

us, we beseech thee, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WEDNESDAY MORNING . - DANIEL I.
We desire to unite this morning, 0 Almighty Father , in adoring
thy perfections, and in thanking thee for our continued preservation ,
and for all our mercies. But, O Lord , we confess we have been too
long ungrateful and disobedient. In vain had thy perfections been
manifested in thy works of creation and providence ; in vain had the

gracious invitations of the gospel been proclaimed to us. We too
long and too frequently continued to follow after the devices and
desires of our own hearts. Werejected thy counsel, and would none
of thy reproof. But thou wouldst not cast us off forever. Thou

didst graciously continue to invite us to theknowledge and reception
of thy truth , and we are now permitted to approach thy throne

through the mediation of that adorable Redeemer whom thou hearest
always. O may our gratitude to thee be permanent and practical !
May the goodness of God lead us to that repentance which needeth

not to be repented of. May the grace of God, which bringeth sal
vation , teach us to deny ungodliness and worldly lust, and to live

soberly , righteously, and godly, in this present world. Teach us the

on to make the
comparative value of time and of eternity. Enable
tatius

n, howep for lieaven,
ay wwee
neinsiseeking
in , mmay
only wise choice between them ; and
not forget that thou requirest of us to resist temptation in whatever

ing

ulas toto oour
st beenplesin,of however
ur
thy youthfpleasing
havetojurenounce
form it may assail tuus,i and

natural propensities. May the example of thy youthful servants, of

whose faithfulness we have just been reading in thy holy word , en
courage us to maintain our devotedness to thee in the midst of a
crooked and perverse world ; and may we be ready, at all times, to
make whatever sacrifices thou mayest see meet to demand, in order
that we may bear our faithful testimony to the purity and holiness

of thy law , and to the justice and supremacy of thy demands.
Watch over us this day for good ; defend us from all our enemies ;
encourage us in resisting temptation ; and enable us to walk as in

thy presence, and to live continually to thy glory. Give us the same
mind which was also in Christ, that we may be humble , forgiving,
and patient. Lord , bless, we beseech thee, all whom we love. Bless

our friends and relations everywhere. May they be thy friends,
united with thee by a living faith , and with us by stronger ties than
nature or earthly affection can supply ; and when at last the purposes
of thy providence are finished with us, one by one, upon earth , may
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wemeet to part no more in the glorious abodes which are prepared
for thy servants in the land of heavenly promise. Bless the parish
and congregation to which, in thy providence , we belong. May re
ligion, pure and undefiled, flourish among us. In every heart and

in every family do thou preside. Discourage the works of darkness
and of vice. Strengthen the better principles of thy people, and

shed abroad thy holy Spirit upon them . Visit with the supports and
encouragements of thy grace thy servant who ministers among us in
holy things, and may he experience the true happiness of a workman
who needeth not to be ashamed , rightly dividing the word of truth .
Bless and prosper thy universal church . Spread her boundaries
from sea to sea , and from the river to the ends of the earth . Bless

especially our beloved Zion. Stir up in her ministers and people a
more ardent zeal for thy honor and glory, and render her an instru

ment of extensive usefulness both at home and abroad . Give pros
perity to all the measures adopted by her courts for advancing the
interests of the gospel, and cheer the hearts of thy servants by estab
lishing the work of their hands in thy cause. We beseech thee to
hear these our humble prayers for the sake of Christ Jesus, who'n

thou hearest always. Amen.

WEDNESDAY EVENING . — HEBREWS Ix. .
O ALMIGHTY God , the Creator and Governor of the universe,

who, though infinitely exalted above the conception of men or of
angels, condescendest to invite us into thy presence, and to accept
our humble prayers, regard , we beseech thee, with kindness and

grace, us, thy unworthy creatures, who now approach thy footstool
that wemay adore thy infinite perfections, and claim thy favorable
regards. We plead no merits nor services of ours in thy holy pres.
ence. We know that we are all as an unclean thing, and that our
very righteousnesses, are as filthy rags. But we plead the merits of
that divine Redeemer, who was made under the law , that for us

that soressors he te from sinnplead thy acassuranc

transgressors he might fulfil it, and who was holy, harmless, unde

filed, and separate from sinners, who did no sin , neither was guile
found in his mouth. We plead thy acceptance of his vicarious
righteousness, and we joyfully rest in the assurance that his finished

work has amply satisfied thy justice, and opened a way to heaven
for all believers . Teach us, O Lord, to come to Jesus for pardon

and peace, for strength and holiness. Justify us by his blood , and
sanctify us by his Spirit. Draw us and we will run after thee.
Work thou in us to will and to do of thy good pleasure. Grant us
repentance unto life , and the various graces of thy Holy Spirit.
May he dwell in our hearts by faith , that so we may be rooted and

grounded in love, and be enabled to comprehend, with all saints,

what is the height and the depth, the length and the breadth , of the
love of God in Christ Jesus. Subdue the numerous enemies who on
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every hand are waiting for our halting. Fortify us against our
temptations, which are too strong for our unaided power to resist

with success. Keep us humble, watchful, and prayerful. May we

never think we have attained, either are already perfect, but still
press forward towards the mark for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord . We desire to thank thee for thy
kindness to us during the course of this day, and for the comforta
ble circumstances in which we are permitted this evening to assem
ble before thee. We would lay us down this night with the most
perfect confidence in thy protection . Thou never slumberest nor

sleepest, neither wilt thou suffer thy servants to fall into any real
evil. May we be refreshed by the repose of the night, that wemay
the better pursue our Christian course on another day. Protect, we
beseech thee, all our dear relatives and friends. Bestow upon them
in this world the knowledge of the truth, and in the world to come

life everlasting. May they and we be brought in safety through all
the dangers and temptations of this mortal existence, till at last we
arrive at the blessed kingdom above, to dwell together in thy
glorious presence forever and ever. Prosper thy cause in the world .
Send the glad tidings of salvation through all the nations of the

earth . Let the offers of thy gospel speedily reach both Jew and
Gentile , both bond and free ; and may the time soon come when
there shall be one fold and one Shepherd , and when in all the holy
mountain of the Lord there shall no longer be anything to hurt or
to offend. Bless all thy faithful ministers. Give them true knowl.
cdge of thy word, and enable them to adorn the doctrine of our God
and Saviour, and to be an example to all the flock. Make them
wise to win souls to Christ. May thy servant who ministers to us

in holy things be abundantly honored by thee in all his duties, and
may the fruits of his exertions, accompanied by thy Spirit, be abun
dantly manifested in our community. Accept these our humble and

united prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THURSDAY MORNING .— DANIEL II.
O God, our God, thou art very great. Thou art clothed with hon
or and with majesty . Thou coverest thyself with light as with a
garment ; thou makest the clouds thy chariot ; thou walkest on the
wings of the wind . Who would not fear thee,and glorify thy name,

for thou only art holy. May our souls be filled with sacred awe,
while in prayer we draw nigh the footstool of thy mercy . Be
pleased, O Lord, to give us vivid and exalted conceptions of thy
matchless glory, that we may feel the solemnity with which it be
comes us to approach thy throne, and to present to thee the tribute
of our adoration and praise. May we now beprivileged to enter into
thy presence-chamber, and to hold direct converse with the King of

kings and Lord of lords. And while engaged in holy worship, may
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all our thoughts and desires be supremely fixed on thee, so that un
der the elevating and sustaining influence of the Spirit of grace and

supplication, we may be enabled to enjoy close communion with
thee, and to feel assured that thou art the hearer of prayer. O thou
who art the preserver ofmen, what shall we render to thee for hav

ing watched over us so graciously during the silence of the bygone
night, and for having brought us in safety, in peace, and in comfort,
to the light of another day ? Hadst thou dealt with us as our ini
quities deserve, thou mightest have turned the season of our re.
pose into a time of misery ; have scared us with dreams, and terri
fied us with night visions. Weare reminded, in the portion of thy
word which we have now perused , that thou hast access to the spirit
of men , and that thou observest all its impressions and thoughts by

night as well as by day. Thou art thus bearing testimony to thine
own presence and omniscience , as the invisible Jehovah ; and by the
terror awakened in the guilty soul, art rebuking the atheism and

idolatry of our fallen nature, and bidding the unbeliever to consider
and know that thou , and thou only , art God . May we ever bear in

remembrance that it is in thee we live, and move, and have our
being. We desire , O God, to rejoice in thy special providence
Thou takest knowledge of allthe secretmotions of our mind, as weli
as of our words and actions. Nothing escapes thine omniscient eye.
Thou takest specialnotice of whatever relates to the welfare of thy
people , or that bears on thy kingdom and glory. The evil designs
of the wicked are known to thee. And we bless thee who markest
the schemes formed by the ungodly for the destruction of thy church ,
and in due time dost signally defeat them . Verily thou art our

refuge and our strength, our very present help in trouble . O God ,
in these times of danger do thou in mercy interpose in behalf of
thine own cause. With thee nothing is impossible. Thou cansı
make the wrath of man to praise thee, and restrain the remainder
thereof. We rejoice, therefore, that under the protection of the
great Head of our church, all its interests are safe. Hasten , O Lord ,
the time when the stone cut out without bands shall smite every
idolatrous image, and become a great mountain, and fill the whole
earth . May we live to behold the dawn of the latter day glory .

May our souls be completely delivered from atheism and idolatry,
and be made temples of the Holy Ghost, that this day, and hence
forth, we may live wholly to thy praise. Wash us from all our
iniquities. Clothe us with Christ's righteousness, and beautify us

with his salvation. And all we ask is for the Redeemer's sake.
Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . - HEBREWS X.

Holy, holy, holy , Lord God of hosts ; the whole earth is full of
thy glory.

Thou art of purer eyes thar to behold iniquity . The

heavens are not clean in thy sight ; thou chargest thine angels with
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mortal man
Shall mortal
man, who drinketh in iniquity like water, be
folly. Shall
thou impress
do thou
ht ofsouls with this
in the ligour
therefore just with God ? Oo do
awakening consideration . May we, in the light of thy holiness,

clearly see own guilt and depravity. Behold we are vile, and what
shall we answer thee ? Our hearts condemn us, and thou art
greater than our hearts, and knowest all things. Wert thou to

mark iniquity against us, who, O Lord, could stand ? The angels
who surround thy throne veil their faces with their wings while con
templating the glory of thy eternal holiness. Lord , teach us how

deep ought our self-abasement and our penitence to be. We feel
that we are all sinfulness together, and utterly unworthy to take thy
holy name into our polluted lips, or to lift up our eyes to the place
where thine honor dwells. Under an overpowering sense of our guilt

and corruption , we desire to make a full and unfeigned acknowl.
edgment of our transgressions, and smiting upon our breasts, to say ,

God be merciful to us sinners. We bless thee, O God, that thou

hast not left us to perish in our iniquities. We rejoice in the tidings
of mercy which the gospel has brought to our ears. O do thou sa
vingiy reveal to each of us the adorable Redeemer who came in the

name of the Lord to save us. May we now , and ever, honor him as
the High Priest of our profession, in whose name alone we can have
access to thy throne, and through whose merits alone we can hope

for pardon and eternal life. Help us to cast the heavy burden of
our sins upon him , and trusting in his blood and righteousness, to
enter into a state of peace and reconciliation . May we experience

the constraining influences of his redeeming love, while we contem
plate his willingness to undertake our cause, and to suffer and die ,

to atone for our guilt. Believing that he has finished the work of
our redemption , may we joyfully embrace his righteousness, and
know assuredly that his blood cleanseth from all sin . O do thou,
for his sake, seal pardon on the conscience of each of us. Say to

the trembling soul, Be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee.
And having washed our robes, and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb, may we be enabled to live as the redeemed of the

Lord. Having boldness to enter into the holiestby the blood of Jesus,
by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us through
the veil ; and having an High Priest over the house of God, may
we draw near with a true heart, in the full assurance of faith , having
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed

with pure water. May the Holy Spirit perform his own blessed
work in our souls. May he make us living temples of the holy God .

May he sanctify our whole nature, and fit us for thy kingdom and
glory. And now that another day is gone, never to return, and that
this night may be our last, may we experience the blessedness of a
personal interest in the atoning sacrifice, the righteousness, and in
tercession of Christ, so that, living or dying, we may as individuals,
and as a family, be the Lord 's. Extend to others the blessings we

have implored for ourselves. May all men take refuge in the only
namethrough which we can be saved. And now to thee the Father,

the Son , and Holy Spirit, wewould ascribe all blessing and glory.
Amen .
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FRIDAY MORNING .— DANIEL III.
WE adore thee, O Lord, as the King eternal, immortal, and invis .
ible, the only living and true God. To whom shall we go but unto
thee ; thou only hast the words of eternal life. We desire therefore

ever to view thee in Christ Jesus as our refuge and our strength , a
very present help in trouble. Our lot is cast in perilous times. We
live in an age, and in a country, in which multitudes are combined
to resist thy authority, and to overthrow thy righteous cause. Our
hearts tremble for the safety of the ark of the covenant. Thy church ,
O blessed Saviour, that church which thou hast loved with an ever

lasting love, and purchased with thy blood, is cast into the fiery fur.
nace of persecution. The hand of power is lifted up against her to
inflict a fatal blow . Her adversaries mock at her sabbaths ; and

treacherous friends forsake her in the hour of peril. But we rejoice
that thou who hast all power in heaven and on earth, reignest, and
that thou art faithful to thy promises. O be graciously present with
thy church amidst all her tribulations. Say to her, When thou
passest through the waters, I will be with thee, and through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee ; when thou walkest through

the fire thou shalt not be burned , neither shall the flames kindle
upon thee ; for I am the Lord thy God , the holy One of Israel.
Grant that when the enemy cometh in like a flood, the Spirit of the
Lord may lift up a standard against him . Be thou a wall of fire
around our Zion , and the glory in the midst of her. Suffer no
weapon formed against her to prosper. And may she be, in due
time, brought out of the furnace, as silver that is purified seven
times. We pray that we, individually , may have grace to be faith
ful even unto death. Amidst the afflictions and bereavements of

life, help us to look up to thee for strength and consolation. May
we experience the tenderness of thy care and sympathy. Thou art
a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. Thou hast graciously

said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. Adored be thy name
for this endearing promise. And using it aright, may we lean on
that arm which is never weary, and on that bosom which is never

cold . And may the Comforter, the Spirit of truth, of holiness, and
love, dwell in us, and guide us safely into heaven . Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . - HEBREWS XI.
We desire, O God , to approach thy throne ofmercy, this evening,

in the belief that as a father pitieth his children , so doth the Lord

pity them that fear him . Thɔu hast given us innumerable proofs
of thy fatherly compassion. With thee is the fountain of life
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From thee cometh down every good and perfect gift. What heart
can conceive, or what tongue can express, the extent of thy benig .
nity, or the tenderness of thy love ? From thy redeeming mercy
has originated that wondrous scheme of salvation , which in the ful.
ness of the time Christ Jesus, thine only -begotten Son, died to ac
complish . From thee also, proceedeth the grace which is necessary
to bring in to the possession and enjoyment of this great salvation .
We lament, O God, that whilst thou hast amply provided for the
welfare of our never-dying souls, that we have been hitherto so blind

to the glory of thy grace, and so indifferent to thy claims on our
faith , and gratitude, and holy obedience. Unbelief has exerted a
blighting influence on our souls. How prone are we to question

the tidings of great joy which have reached our fallen world , and in

the reception ofwhich alone we can obtain spiritual life and healing.
How slow to believe the testimony concerning thy Son. How un .
willing to renounce our own righteousness, and to submit wholly

snesef.of WGod.
orld ,
thee a walone
and unreservedly to the righteousness
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e ea WThy
can subdue our evil hearts of unbelief. We earnestly plead that

that power may be put forth for our salvation . With thee nothing
is impossible. Do thou , who with a word, hast created the world ,
create a clean heart and renew a right spirit within us. Do thou , O
compassionate Redeemer, who didst give sight to the blind, open
our understandings to understand the scriptures.

And 0 thou Holy

Spirit, whose office it is to glorify Christ, and to apply the benefits

of his redemption, be pleased savingly to enlighten our souls, and to
sanctify our hearts, and so to work in us effectually the work of faith
with power, that like the saints of old , we may set our seal to God 's
testimony that he is true. O do thou increase our faith . May we

daily live by faith on the Son of God. While contemplating his
matchless excellencies, may we be changed from glory to glory, and
obtain such cheering evidences of a personal interest in his salvation ,
as will enable us now , and at the hour of death , to say, I know in
whom I believe, and am persuaded that he will keep that which I

have committed to him unto that day. May this be the happy at
tainment of all. May the servants of Christ, our pastors, be enriched

with this grace, that from personal experience they may be able to
recommend the all-glorious Saviour to their flocks. May our friends
and relations be blessed with the hope of glory. May all the world

see the salvation of God. And now , O Lord , pardon all our sins,
and grant us thy grace. All we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen.

SATURDAY MORNING . - DANIEL IV .

ALMIGHTY God,we approach the footstool of thy throne with the
deepest reverence ; for thou art the Creator, the Preserver, and the

Governor of all things. Thou knowest the proud afar off, but hast
respect unto the lowly. O teach us to know ourselves, and the du
43
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ties which become us as dependent and responsible creatures. In
all thy dealings with us, may we delight to trace the operation of

thy providence , and may we never presume to question thy wisdom ,
or thy goodness. May we shrink with horror from the thought of
contemning the warnings of theMost High, and of lifting ourselves
up against the Lord of heaven. When thou triest us in the furnace

of tribulation, may we come forth purified and refined, so that our
light affliction, which is but for a moment, may work for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. O God of mercy, if we
yield to the corrupt propensities of our nature, and rebel against thy

law , may our imaginations be speedily cast down, and every high
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God ; and may

every thought be brought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.
For this purpose, we earnestly pray that we may be enabled to ex

amine ourselves with scrupulous candor, and to see the plague of
our own hearts. Give us deep contrition , and sincere repentance,

together with a growing love to thee, and firm confidence in the suf
ficiency of the atonement and intercession of thy holy Son . Being
thoroughly cleansed in the laver of regeneration , and strengthened
with might from above, may we lay aside every weight, and the sin
that doth so easily beset us, and run with patience the race that is

set before us, looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our
faith . And now , O Holy Father, before we go forth to our several
occupations, we humbly implore thee to bless us as a family, and as
individuals. May we all be knit together in the bands of mutualaf

fection. May the heads of this house, feeling their great responsi
bility, endeavor, both by precept and example , to promote the
growth of godliness in the hearts of those whom thy providence has
committed to their charge. May the children be trained in the nur

ture and admonition of the Lord, walking in that good way from
which they may not depart when they are old . May they learn obe
dience to their parents and superiors ; and under wise and pious in

structors, may they diligently improve their time and their talents.
May the servants be honest and faithful, that they may adorn the
doctrine ofGod and our Saviour in all things. Seeing thee who art

invisible, may we this day undertake nothing on which we should
be ashamed to ask thy blessing, and may all the duties in which we
are severally to be engaged, be discharged under the solemn convic

tion that thou , God, seest us, and that we must answer to thee for
all that we do or say. These our humble supplications, O our God,
we present to thee in the name, and trusting in themerits of thy
Son Jesus Christ our Redeemer, and our Advocate and Intercessor.
Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . — HEBREWS XII.

Our Father which art in heaven, before we retire to repose for

( the night, we kneel to thee for thy blessing. We gratefully ac
knowledge the providential care by which thou hast preserved us
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amidst all the dangers, seen or unseen, to which we have been ex
posed since last we presented ourselves before thee as a family. We
know that we are not worthy to receive the least of all thy mercies,

and therefore, in imploring thy grace, we can plead only themerits
of thy beloved Son , the Mediator of the new covenant. who in his

infinite love, has undertaken to be our Advocate and Intercessor,
May we be his disciples, not in name only,but in deed and in truth ,

hearing his voice with reverence, and cheerfully conforining to his
will as revealed to us in the gospel. Of that gospel'may we never
be ashamed . As Christ loved us unto death, may we gratefully love

him in return. As we are bought with a price, even with his pre
cious blood ,may we act as becometh the Lord 's freemen , and glorify
him in our body and in our spirit. As we hope that he will confess
us before thee, his Father, may we never shrink from confessing
him before men . O do thou enable us with the heart to believe unto
righteousness, and with the mouth to make confession unto salva
tion , trusting in the declaration of thy servant that, if we confess
with the mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in our heart that thou

raised him from the dead, we shall be saved. May thy Holy Spirit

th thedo thoniritual en
i
w
When we faint do thou lift up the hands that hang down,

sanctify our hearts wholly , and strengthen us inwardly , that wemay
strive with success against our spiritual enemies, resisting even unto
blood .

and when weary with the struggles of our Christian course, do thou,
O Lord , nerve the feeble knees, and make straight paths for our feet.
Should it be our lot to suffer oppression ,may we consider him who
endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, and who said,

Blessed are ye when men shall revile you , and persecute you, and
shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Re
joice and be exceeding glad , for great is your reward in heaven .
May we this night commune with our hearts upon our beds, and
stand in awe that we sin not. May our meditations of thee be sweet,

thy comforts refreshing our souls. Prepare us for the duties of the
approaching sabbath . May we be in thy Spirit on the Lord's day,
and withdrawing our thoughts and affections from the world, and
the things of the world , may we fix them on the great Lord of the
sabbath, and those things which are above. May we gratefully med
itate on that glorious resurrection from the dead, of which the first
day of the week is a lasting memorial in the Christian church , and
may we, being dead unto sin , be alive unto righteousness, and unto
thee. May the close of every succeeding week find us further and
further advanced towards the happy termination of our Christian

race, until each of us shall be enabled to adopt the words of thy ser
vant, and say, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith,
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness which
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at the great day. Heav

cnly Father, hear us, and acknowledge us as thy children , for the

sake of Jesus Christ, our only hope of glory. Amen .
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· SABBATH MORNING . — PSALMS cxx. CXXI. CXXII.
ALMIGHTY God, in Christ our reconciled Father, we, thine un

worthy creatures, would approach thee, on this the morning ofthine
own holy day, with humility as sinners, but with confidence as be
lievers in Jesus. We would come before thee in the spirit of adop

tion, crying, Abba, Father. See, O God, our shield , look on the
face of thine Anointed, and for his sake do thou accept our petitions,
and vouchsafe unto us an answer in peace. We thank thee for all
the temporal favors wherewith thou hast blessed us. More especial
ly would we acknowledge thy mercy, O thou Shepherd of Israel, in
that thou hast watched over and preserved us in safety during the

silence, darkness, and helplessness of the night which is gone, and
hast oncemore brought us together as a family, in peace and comfort,

to join in prayer around the domestic altar. On this thy day, O
Lord,may we be in the Spirit, and may we be enabled to worship
thee in spirit and in truth. We confess that we are sinners before
thee exceedingly ; we have no merit of our own to present unto
thee ; and by nature we have neither the will to love,nor the power
to serve thee. But with thee all things are possible. God be mer
ciful to us, sinners. Wewould lift up our eyes unto the hills, from

whence cometh our help ; our help cometh from the Lord , which
made heaven and earth . Enable us to keep thy sabbath. May we
regard it as the holy of the Lord, and honorable. Enable us to rev
erence thy sanctuary. May we consider a day in thy courts to be

yeke house of money we be a day in

better than a thousand ; and may we be glad when it is said unto

us, Let us go into the house of the Lord. May all thy ministering
servants this day experience the special presence and assistance of

thy Holy Spirit, that they may be duly qualified rightly to divide
the word of truth. More particularly would we pray for him who

statedly ministers unto us in holy things. May he come to us this
day in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ, and may

we wait on his ministrations in an humble, teachable, prayerful,
faithful spirit. Enable us, whether as masters, or parents, or chil
dren , or servants, to spend this day together in the public and pri
vate exercises of thy worship . May we find it to be a time of re
freshing from thy presence, a foretaste of the happiness of heaven .
We pray for our relatives, and for all who are dear to our hearts.

May they be reconciled unto thee by the death of thy Son, and there

fore, with us, be adopted into thy family, and have a right to all the
privileges of thy children ,both in time and throughout eternity. If
we have enemies, do thou forgive them ; may we be enabled to for
give them also ; and may they and we be at length united in the

unity of the Spirit, and in the bond of peace, having one Lord, one
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faith , one baptism . We beseech thee in behalf of our heathen breth
ren.

O have respect unto the covenant, because the dark places of

the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty. Bless the means
which are used, in dependenee on thy grace, for advancing the honor
of thy name, and extending the limits of thy kingdom . May thine

ancient people of Israel be brought to regard thee, not merely as the
God of Abraham , Isaac and Jacob , but as the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ ; and thus may all thy people be saved , and

may thewhole earth be filled with thy glory. We commit ourselves

to thee. Be with us during this day, and at all times, to protect us
fort, enlighten, and sanctify us by thy Spirit. And throughout eter

by thy providence, to guard us in the hour of temptation, to com

nity, o God, be thou our all-satisfying portion. Hear our prayers,
and forgive our sins, and bless us, for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord . Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . - PSALMS CXXIII. CXXIV . CXXV.
Unto thee we lift up our eyes, O thou that dwellest in the heav
ens. Whom have we in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon

the earth that we ought to desire besides thee. We thank thee for
that holy rest which it has this day been our privilege to enjoy. We
bless thee that, as a family and as individuals, we have been pre
served from outward evil ; that we have been permitted and com
manded to turn away from the things that are seen and temporal, and

to direct our believing regards to those things which are unseen and
eternal. We gratefully acknowledge thy mercy in having called us
this day into thy sacred courts, that we might worship thee accord
ing to thine own appointment. O Lord, grant an answer in peace
to the prayers which we then presented at thy mercy- seat ; and
may the word which was preached unto us profit our souls, hav
ing been mixed with faith in us who heard it. But, alas, O Lord,
we would confess that we have violated the sanctity of thy sabbath
in thought, if not in word or deed . Pardon, we implore thee, the
sins of our holy things. Grant us the spirit of true repentance. O
send forth thy light and thy truth ; let them lead us, let them guide
us. And if any good impression has been made upon our hearts, or
if any good resolution has been formed by us in thy strength , may
it be confirmed and rendered permanent, and may its fruit be unto
holiness . Grant that the hallowed effect of our sabbath exercises,
in public or in private, may be manifested in all we think , and say,

and do, throughout the week on which we have entered, so that the
world may take knowledge of us that we are advancing in our Chris .
tian course. We pray thee to bless thy church throughout the

world . May her ministers be disinterested , devoted, and zealous in
the cause of the Captain of our salvation . May her members be

more consistent in their profession and in their practice , and more
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united to one another, growing up into him in all things, who is the
Head, even Christ. May the glad tidings of salvation be proclaimed
throughout every land. May sabbath privileges and gospel ordi.
nances be observed and appreciated more and more in our own
country. May the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing on bis
wings, so that, both among ourselves and in the dark and distant
lands of heathenism , the wilderness and the solitary place may be
made glad , and the desert may rejoice and blossom as the rose . We

beseech thee to bless us as a family. May we, and allwho are dear to
our hearts, whether present or absent, be more and more closely
united together on earth by the bonds of holy Christian love ; and
when all our sabbaths here below are ended , may we meet to part
no more, and enjoy that eternal and unbroken rest which remaineth
for thy people in heaven . Watch over us, we implore thee, through
out this night. Grant us that sleep which thou givest unto thy be
loved. May thy arm ofmercy and ofmight protect us from all tem
poral and spiritual evil. If thou art pleased to spare us till the light

of morning, may we feel that we are still with thee ; and in thy
strength, and under thy blessing, may we go forth to the discharge
of our week -day duties, not slothful in business, yet fervent in spirit,

thus serving thee the Lord. Hear these, O God, our evening sup
plications, and when thou hearest, forgive, and accept of us, and
bless us, through Christ our Lord. ' Amen.

MONDAY MORNING .- DANIEL V.
ALMIGHTY God ! it is good for us at all times to wait upon thee,

to show forth thy praise, and to declare thy loving-kindness. Thou

art a great God, and a great King, above all gods ; and we are thy
feeble and dependent creatures. Werejoice, however, to know that,
in the plenitude of thy bliss, and the sufficiency of thy nature, thou

art not unmindful of the wants and the weaknesses of those beings
whom thou hast made; for we, the children of men , have been the
objects of a salvation into which even the angels desire to look . We

had destroyed ourselves, but in thee was our help found. Thou
wast pleased to send thy Son from heaven, that whosoever believeth

in him may not perish , but have everlasting life. And we pray, O
Lord , that the great end for which Christ came may be fully
answered in us. May we all believe on him to the saving of our

souls. May wehave that faith which purifieth the heart, and work

eth by love, which is without partiality, and without hypocrisy, full
ofmercy, and of good fruits. May we be enabled to walk worthy
of the high and holy vocation wherewith thou hast called us, and to

adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, by a life and conversation
becoming the gospel. We pray for all whom we ought to remember
before thee. Give repentance and resignation to the sick , help and

deliverance to the persecuted and the needy, support and comfort to
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the aged and the dying. Speak peace to those who are troubled in
mind. Give them a true knowledge of thee, and of their duty , and
deliver them from all groundless fears and causeless scruples. Bless
our friends, reward our benefactors, forgive our enemies, and grant,
we beseech thee, that the timemay soon come when , by the univer
sal diffusion and influence of the gospel of peace, all discord and
dissension shall cease, when men shall walk together as brethren ,

and celebrate, by lives of unity and forbearance, the praises of thee,
who art a God forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin . We thank
thee for all that goodness and mercy which thou art continually
making to pass before us. We beseech thee to continue to us the
many blessings which we already enjoy, and to turn away from us the

many evils which our negligence and provocation may deserve. As
thou art adding to our days, and multiplying upon us thy mercies,
be pleased to grant us increase of grace and perseverance in holiness,
that, as we are drawing nearer to our end , we may be growing more

meei for the inheritance of thy heavenly kingdom . And unto thee,

who alone art able to keep us from falling, and to present us fault
less before the throne of thy glory, with exceeding joy, we would

ascribe dominion and praise, through Jesus Christ.

MONDAY EVENING . — HEBREWS XIII.
ALMIGHTY God , who hast set thy glory above the heavens, we

thy feeble and dependent creatures bow before thee. Weknow that
we cannot be profitable to our Maker, and that our goodness can
never extend itself unto thee, the Lord . But thou, in great kindness,
hast invited us to approach thee with the voice of supplication and

thanksgiving. Moved by our necessities, and encouraged by thy
mercy, we seek , this evening, to shelter ourselves under the shadow
of thy wings. Thou art rich in mercy to all who call upon thee in
sincerity and truth, and savest such as are of a contrite heart. Day
by day we have reason to magnify and bless thy worthy name. Thy
mercies are new to us every morning, they are repeated to us every

evening; great is thy faithfulness. Wecannot praise thee according
to the riches of thy grace ; and thy favors towards us have risen up

into a sum of blessing which we are unable to compute. Imprint,
we beseech thee, and preserve upon our minds, a deep and lasting
sense of thy mercies, that so we may yield ourselves up to thy ser

vice, and walk before thee in holiness and righteousness all the days
of our lives. Kindle the flame of thy love within us. Break every
tie which may detain us from thee, our chief good , and melt our
whole souls into a compliance with thy will. Give us such views
of thy kindness and love to us, as may lead us more and more to
honor and to obey thee. Instruct us in the knowledge of our duty
to thee, our God , to our neighbor, and to our own souls. Preserve
us from the temptations of the 'yorld , and from the deceitfulness of
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Excite in us a constant watchfulness against sin ,

bolicach us. Guidor in our condus to reform

and an eager desire after holiness. Help each of us to reform
whatever may be amiss in our temper, or in our conduct, and what

we know not, do thou teach us. Guide us, by thy good Spirit, in
the way of faith and holiness, and give us grace to order our conver

sation as becometh the gospel. Endue us with that wisdom which
cometh from above, which is pure and peaceable , gentle and easy to

be entreated, so that all of us may be inoffensive in our deportment,
faithful and diligent in the discharge of our several duties, and
adorned with those virtues and graces which thou delightest in . As
thou hast given to us thy Son to be both a sacrifice for our sins, and
an example of godly living, give us grace truly to receive this ines
timable benefit, and faithfully to follow the blessed steps of his most

holy life. And do thou strengthen and uphold us, that we may not

only be kept from falling, but may go on from one degree of grace
and of improvement to another, till at length we come to be pre

sented fauſtless, before the throne of thy glory, with exceeding joy.

Extend thy mercy to all mankind, and be pleased to bring them to
the knowledge and obedience of thy will. Look with compassion
upon all who are in affliction. Give them patience and comfort un

der it, and in thy good time a joyful deliverance. We bless thee for
thy patience towards us, notwithstanding our many provocations.

Accept of our united expressions of gratitude for this day holding

our souls in life, and turning away from us the many evils to which
we are liable. Into thy hands we commend our spirits during the

silent watches of the night. Lighten our darkness, that wemay not
sleep the sleep of death . Refresh our bodies with quiet rest, and our
souls with the consolations of thy Spirit ; and when we awake in

the morning, may we still find ourselves with thee. And now , Al
mighty God, who art always more ready to hear than we are to pray,
and who givest us more than we deserve or ask , deal not with us

according to our imperfect supplications ; but pardon our offences,
pity our infirmities, consider our necessities, and pour down upon
us the abundance of thy mercy, through Jesus Christ.

TUESDAY MORNING . - DANIEL VI.

ALMIGHTY God, who formest the light and createst the darkness,
the day is thine, and the night also is thine. All thy works praise
thee, and thy saints do magnify thy name. We desire this morning
to join our voices unto theirs in ascribing unto thee all glory and
honor, and in acknowledging that we are thy dependent creatures.

By thee we were made, and by thee we have been preserved . It is
owing entirely to thy goodness and mercy that we have been fur
nished with the comforts and advantages of this life, and with the
hopes and expectations of a better through Jesus Christ. Everything

we enjoy, and everything to which we can aspire, flows to us from
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thine unmerited bounty . Accept, we beseech thee, of our unfeigned
thanks for all the benefits which thou hast been pleased to bestow
upon us, and pardon our great unworthiness ofwhat thou hast done

for us. Impress us with a deep sense of thy love to us, and lead us
more and more to honor and to obey thee . Making it our daily
care to do the things which thou hast commanded, may we preserve
a settled peace of conscience , a sure trust in thy providence, and a
joyful hope of everlasting life. With this hopemay we purify our.
selves, even as thou art pure. May we put away from us all envy,
and malice, and evil-speaking, with every dishonest view and every
wicked intention, and be careful to cultivate the virtues and graces

which thou hast enjoined . May we see and feel the reasonableness
and propriety of the commandment to be holy , even as thou who
hast called us art holy. May we consider the exceeding riches of
that grace which thou hast promised to all who ask it in sincerity
and truth . May we remember that, although in ourselves we are
weak , yet that in thee, the Lord, there is both righteousness and

strength . May we, therefore, take to ourselves the whole armor of
God, fight the good fight of faith , and study to be strong in the Lord,
and in the power of thy might. May thy word be our rule, thy

Spirit our guide and helper, thy goodness our pattern and example ,
thy promises our encouragement, and thy joys our everlasting rec
ompense and reward . And do thou, O God of peace, who brought
est again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd

of the flock, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make us
perfect in every good work, working in us thatwhich is well-pleasing
in thy sight. The blessings which we seek for ourselves, we would
also supplicate for others. Turn the wicked and the careless from
the evil and security of their ways, that they may live and not die .

Make them to see and feel that the wages of sin is death , and stir

them up to seek the gift of eternal life which is through Jesus Christ.
May the sick , and the sorrowful, and the dying, find thee to be their
stay and trust. Make us allmore sensible of the frailty of our na
ture and the precariousness of our condition , and enable us more
fully to fix and stay ourselves on thee and on thy laws. Accept of

our united expressions of gratitude for thy good providence over us
during the past night, and for everything comfortable in our present
condition . As thou hast been pleased to bring us to the light of
another day, let it prove to us a day of grace and favor. Keep us

continually in thy fear and service, and preserve us to thy heavenly

kingdom , through Jesus Christ. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . — JAMES I.
ALMIGHTY God , who art the hope and confidence of all ends of

the earth, we desire this evening to approach thee with the voice of

supplication and tharksgiving. We bless and magnify thy worthy
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name for all that goodness and mercy which thou hast been making
to pass before us ever since we had a being . We thank thee for the

rank which thou hast assigned to us among thine intelligent crea
tures. We thank thee that thou hast endowed us with the powers
of reason and understanding, and hast made us capable of knowing,

of loving, and of serving thee, who art the source of all happiness,
and the centre of all perfection . We lament that even our best ser.
vices should be inferior to thy purity and excellence; and still more
deeply do we lament that, instead of serving thee with a perfect
heart and a willing mind, we should so often have wandered from

that path of peace and of duty which thou hast prescribed unto us.
We have sinned against heaven and in thy sight, and are not wor

thy to be called thy children . We rejoice, however, that there is
forgiveness with thee that thou mayest be feared, and plenteous re
demption that thou mayest be sought after.

This is thy name and

thy memorial unto all generations, the Lord merciful and gracious,

long-suffering, and slow to wrath, keeping covenant and mercy with
them that love thee. Werejoice in the gracious assurance that thou

wast in Christ reconciling the world unto thyself, not imputing unto
men their trespasses. In his name, and for his sake, we implore
from thee the pardon of our past offences, and grace to help us in
our future life. Teach us carefully to redeem the time which we
have lost, and diligently to improve thosemeans of grace with wbich
thou art still pleased to favor us. As pilgrims and strangers, may
we pass the time of our sojourning here in fear, looking for a house
eternal in the heavens. While we are in the world, may we keep

ourselves from the evil which is in the world , and study to perfect
holiness in thy fear. May we remember that this life is the prepa .
ration for immortality , the timewhich thou hast appointed for work
ing out our salvation ; and that, if we here neglect to exercise that

faith, and to follow afier that holiness which thou requirest, we can
not hereafter obtain that happiness which thou hast promised , foi

there is no work, nor device, nor wisdom , nor knowledge, in the
grave, whither we are hastening. Today, therefore , while it is yet
called to -day , may we hearken to thy voice, as the night cometh
wherein no man can work . May we give all diligence to make our
calling and election sure. May we seek thee the Lord while thou
art to be found ; may we call upon thee while thou art near, before

our feet stumble upon the dark mountains, and the things which
belong to our eternal peace be forever hid from our eyes. We pray
not for ourselves only, but beseech thee to be merciful to all men,

and to give them grace truly to repent of their sins, that they may
receive forgiveness and an inheritance among them that are sancti.
Gied. Bountifully reward all from whom wehave received any good,
and graciously forgive those who have done or wished us any harm .
We pray for those who are related to us by the ties of friendship

and of blood . Give them the fear of thy name and a sense of thy
mercy. Keep them contented with their condition , and steadfast in
their obedience. Hear their prayers for us, and our prayers for
tliem ; and grant that, although here we may be separated by dis

tance, and must at last be separated by death , we may meet in thy
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heavenly kingdom to celebrate the praises of thee, who hast been

ere en tough the presentada el punten

known as a refuge throughout all generations. We thank thee for

thy providential goodness towards us through the past day, and for
everything comfortable in our present condition . Defend us through

the darkness of the night and the unconsciousness of sleep. Keep
thy fatherly hand ever about us ; let thy Holy Spirit ever be with
us ; and do thou so guide and govern us in the knowledge and obe
dience of thy will, that finally we may attain to the inheritance of

thy heavenly kingdom , through Jesus Christ. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . - DANIEL VII.

Our Father who art in heaven , hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth , as it is done in heaven .
Werejoice to know that thou reignest, and that the great Messiah
reigns, that the government of the world and of the church is upon
his shoulder, and that he must reign until he hath made all his ene
mies his footstool. We are naturally thine enemies, O God , and his ;
our hearts are rebellious, our wills are perverse, there is none of us
that doeth good . We deserve to be dealt with as thine enemies, to
be denounced and punished for our rebellion ; thou wouldst be just
in judging, clear in condemning us. But there is forgiveness with

thee, that thou mayest be feared ; judgment is thy strange work ,
thou delightest in mercy . Webless thee for Jesus, our Peacemaker,

and for the assurance of thy love through him . O Lord , we will
praise thee ; though thou wast angry with us, thine anger is turned
away, and thou comfortest us. May we enjoy more and more largely
the peace of believing. May we know our election ofGod . May
we have the inward witness testifying our adoption . Say unto our
souls, I am your salvation . And, Lord, we would desire to have

the spirit as well as the privileges of thy children . Wewould seek
to be made dutiful, submissive, humble, anxious to know , and wil.
ling to do all that thou requirest of us. There is much rebellious

ness still lurking in our souls, much pride, self-will, self-seeking, self
glorying. O for deliverance from these accursed things; 0 to be
thoroughly subdued by thy grace ; to have our every thought

brought into captivity. Draw us, Lord, and we will run after thee.

we shall bed turned ; for thou art the Lord our
a O coLord
entemultiply,
cand
mpl.oyus,eAnd
ndodes,thou
oTurn
urewordthee,
or covere wesbeseech
nd mmore
y ,
cGod
p
all more aand
every day the number of the faithful. We hail the blessed pros

pects thou hast opened up in the sure word of prophecy for the
world in which we live, covered as it now is with darkness, and

groaning beneath the bondage of corruption . Hasten thou their
fulfilment, condescend to own and prosper every scriptural means

employed with a view to this high end ; let Jew and Gentile be
made one in Christ; let antichrist be overthrown, and may every

plant be rooted up which our heavenly Father hath not planted.
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Be favorable to our land ; return and visit us, as in days of old ; re
vive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years
make known ; in wrath remember mercy.

Accept our morning

tribute of praise for all thy bountiful kindness . To thy care we
would commend ourselves; during this day preserve us from evil,
preserve us, especially, from sin . Help us to realize thy presence
continually , to maintain the remembrance of thee in our minds, to

walk before thee in the land of the living. And do thou so replen
ish our souls with a sense of thy love to us in Christ Jesus, that we

shall be raised above the influence of every meaneraffection ,and shall
be constrained to run in the way of thy commandments, rejoicing in
thy name all the day. Lead us in thy way, and teach us, for thou
art the God of our salvation, on whom we desire continually to wait.
We ask all for Jesus' sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . — DANIEL VIII

O God, do thou deliver us from self-deceit and hypocrisy , from
every secret sin . May we be sincere and upright before thee ; may
we be pure in heart within . Thou knowest how prone we are to
flatter ourselves in our own eyes ; to be satisfied with a name to live;
to say, Peace, when there is no peace . And we confess, most
gracious God, that we have been chargeable with much insincerity,
and manifold inconsistencies, both in our conduct towards thee, and
towards our fellow -men. We have said that we have faith , yet our
faith has not wroughtby love, nor has it purified our hearts, nor has
it enabled us to overcome the world . It has been at the best feeble
and fluctuating, and often , alas ! has given place to the evil heart of

unbelief, leading us to depart from thee, the living God . Yet, Lord ,
we would believe, we would desire above all things, to have the
precious faith of thine elect, that faith which unites the soul to
Christ, and which by uniting, assimilates, conforms it to his image.

Do thou by thy Holy Spirit increase our faith . May Christ dwell
in our hearts by faith, and be formed in us the hope of glory. May
the same mind be in us that was also in Christ Jesus, who though
he was rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that we, through his
poverty , might become rich ; who came, not to be ministered unto,
but to minister ; who pleased not himself. Like him , may we be

humble, condescending, forgiving, enduring, loving one another out
of a pure heart, fervently ; yea, walking in love, as Christ also hath
loved us, and given himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God

for a sweet-smelling savor. May we be living epistles of Christ,
seen and read of all. Be pleased, gracious Father, to forgive where

in this day we have sinned against thee, in the intercourse with each
other, or with the world . Alas ! the sins even of a day are too
many for us to bear ; wert thou to mark iniquity, we could not stand.
But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared . We
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would have recourse, anew , to the blood of Jesus, which cleanseth
from all sin . May we be washed, and justified, and sanctified , in the

name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. To thy
fatherly protection we commit ourselves during the ensuing night,
giving thee thanks for themercies which this day thou hast bestowed
upon us, and trusting in the continuance of thy favor. May the
eternal God be our' refuge, and underneath us the everlasting arms.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, & c.

THURSDAY MORNING .— JAMES II.
EVERLASTING and omniscient God , unto thee would we lift up our
souls, and in his name, with whom thou art ever well-pleased, we

would supplicate thy favor. Solemnize our minds by the recollec
tion that thou ,who knowest the end from the beginning,and from an
cient times the things that shall be,art also the searcher of all hearts,
the ever-present witness,the infallible judge. Thou art greater than
our hearts, and thou knowest all things. And thou art holy, O thou
that inhabitest the praises of Israel, so holy that thou canst not look

upon sin , so holy that no sinner can stand in thy presence. Our God
is a consuming fire. Yet to whom can we flee for succor, under the
consciousness of guilt, or the dread of vengeance, but only to thee,

O God ? Blessed be thyname, that we are permitted to address thee
as our God , our God in covenant, our God in Christ, who art recon
ciling the world unto thyself,not imputing unto men their trespasses,
who art as gracious to forgive as thou art holy to hate and just to
punish , who art just even in justifying the ungodly who believe in
Jesus, at once the sinner's friend and sin 's eternal foe. And we re

joice to believe, that thine is an omniscientmercy ; that though the
number of our sins be incalculable, save only by thyself, thou art
willing, for Christ 's sake, abundantly to pardon them all ; that in him

we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of thy grace, wherein thou hast abounded
towards us in all wisdom and prudence. O do thou grant us the
blessed consciousness that this redemption is ours, that Christ him

self is ours, and we are his. Increase our faith in the Lord Jesus;
increase it in its simplicity, in its vitality, in its comforting and quick
ening energy. May we know whom we have believed ; may we

count all but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ

Jesus our Lord, whom having not seen, may we love, and believing
in him may we rejoice, even with a joy unspeakable , and full of

glory . And do thou impart to us, in larger and yet largermeasure,
the influence of thy free Spirit to renew and sanctify us. Cleanse

the sanctuary of our hearts, dethrone every idol, take full possession
for thyself ; may the Lord alone be exalted . Thou knowest our in

dividual necessities, be pleased to supply them ; may each of us re
ceive grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ, and may
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that grace be sufficient for us. Dwell in this family, and as thou
hast been our fathers' God, the God of Bethel, do thou vouchsafe to
us also thy choicest blessing. As for us, and our house, we will
serve the Lord. May each of us be a living member of thine own

holy and happy family ; letnone of us be wanting in that day when
thou makest up thy jewels. Be gracious to our friends, forgive our
enemies, reward our benefactors; be the husband of the widow , the

father of the fatherless, the helper of those who have no help in man .

Prosper thine owr cause, gather in thine elect, and hasten thy king .
dom . Let thy way be known upon earth , thy saving health among

all nations. Let the King reign and prosper ; and from the utter
most corners of the earth may there be heard songs, even glory to
the righteous One. We implore thy protection and guidance during

this day. May the Lord preserve us from all evil,may the Lord
preserve our souls. Henceforth , in going out and in , do thou keep
us forever . And all we now ask is for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake.
Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . JAMES III.
O God, our heavenly Father, do thou inspire us with the grace
of true humility, especially when, as now , we present ourselves be
fore thy holy Majesty, and take thy name into our mouths. Give us
to feel, as did thy servant of old , when , beholding the vision of thy

glory, he exclaimed, Woe is me, for I am undone, because I am a
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean

lips, for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts. Behold ,
we are vile , and what shall we answer thee ? We have destroyed

ourselves, O God, but in thee is our help . And there is hope in Is
rael concerning this thing, for there is a fountain opened for sin and
for uncleanness. Though the tongue can no man tame, yet thou
canst, and thou hast often done it, and thou hast promised to do it

again ; with thee is the residue of the Spirit ; from thee cometh down
the wisdom that is pure, peaccable , and gentle , and it hath pleased

thee, the Father, that in Christ Jesus, thy dear Son, all fulness of
grace and blessing should dwell. ( then , do thou grant us a living
faith in Jesus, and a vital union to him , that so our guilt and pollu

tion may be cleansed at once, that being joined to the Lord, wemay
be of one spirit with him , that Christmay be formed in us the hope
of glory, and that, animated by a continual and constraining sense

of his love, we may grow in conformity to his example , who did no

sin , and in whose mouth no guile was found, who was meek and
lowly in heart, on whose tongue was the law of kindness and love.

Forgive, we beseech thee, wherein this day, we have offended, or
come short. Alas ! wert thou to enter into judgment with us, even

for the sins of a day, we could not stand, nor answer thee for one of
a thousand ; even the thought of foolishness is sin before thee. But

how precious the assurance, that the blood of Christ thy Son clean.
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seth from all sin , and that if any man sin , we have an advocate with

the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. May every day's experience
serve to shut us up more entirely to the faith of this blessed truth,
taide on

that so the love of Christ filling our hearts, our mouths may be
eloquent with his praise , and our lives devoted to his service. Be
the God of this family
each member
ofds our household
belong
f tearheart
eed; may
temple for thee to
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us oeach
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Thereof; ffaith
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dwell in . And may those of our dear friends, who are absent from
us, be fellow -partakers with us of thy grace. Bless all thy chosen

people everywhere ; feed ,and lead, and lift up. Heal their divisions,
bring to a perpetual end their envyings one of another, and let the
blessed period soon arrive, when the shepherds shall see eye to eye,

and when all that now distracts and weakens thy holy church uni.
versal shall be buried and forgotten in the love of one another.
Bless our own land , and our own church , and this portion of thy

vineyard in which thou hast cast our lot. May thy work flourish
among us; may it revive and prosper, as in the days of old . Turn
us again , O Lord God of hosts, and make thy countenance to shine,

and so we shall be safe. To thy care and keeping we commend our

selves during the ensuing night, giving thee thanks also for the
mercies of the day which is now drawing to a close. Wewill lay
ourselves down in peace, and take quiet rest, because thou, Lord
our Father who art in heaven , makest us to dwell in safety. Hear

our supplications, forgive, answer, and accept of us, for Jesus our
Redeemer's sake. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . - DANIEL IX.
Thou, O Lord, art our God , and we will praise thee. Thou wast
our fathers' God , and we will exalt thee. But above all, thou art
the God and the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and
anew would we thank thee for thine unspeakable gift. We adore
thee that thou hast laid our help upon Onemighty and able to save.

Glory be to the Father, who when there was no eye to pity, and no
arm to work deliverance, was pleased , in the fulness of his compas
sion , to provide the Lamb without blemish and without spot, for a
burnt-offering ! Glory be to the Son , who for the joy that was set
before him , endured the cross, and despised the shame ! Glory be to
-

the Holy Ghost, the Comforter and the Sanctifier of the church,who
applieth to the souls of thy people the blessings of the Saviour's pur.
chase ! O forbid that any of us, like the unbelieving Jews of old,

should do despite to redeeming love. May we be washed, justified,
and sanctified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of
have us to do, to make us what thou wouldest have us to be, to lead
us into all the truth , to adorn us with all the graces of the Christian

lite, to crown our faith with the peaceable and the enduring fruits
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of righteousness . By nature we are dead in trespasses, may thy
Spirit revive and quicken us. By nature we are far from thee ;

ess. Blichen uns. By

mes one by fait

may thy Spirit bring us near, and make us one by faith with thy
dear Son. By nature we are averse to thy holy law ; may thy Spirit
slay this enmity ; enlarging and purifying our hearts, may he lead
us to run with delight in the path of all thy commandments. And
may thy Spirit seal us unto the day of complete and everlasting re
demption, enabling us to persevere in well-doing to the end, pre
serving us faithful unto death . Webless thee that by the recorded

example of thy people, as well as by the precepts and the promises
of thy word, thou hast invited and encouraged us to pray for others

as well as for ourselves. We rejoice to think that in our Father's
house there is bread enough, and to spare. Giving does not impov.
erish thee, with holding does not enrich thee. Be pleased then to
listen to our prayers in behalf of the church of Christ, the church
universal on earth ; our hearts' desire is that thou wouldst heal her
divisions, that thou wouldst remove her corruptions, and that thou

wouldst extend her boundaries. Build up the waste places of Zion ,
satisfy her poor with bread , clothe her priests with salvation , cause

her saints to shout for joy. Revive thy work in the midst of our

own country, of our own neighborhood, of our own family . Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven . We
bless thee for the comfort of the past night, and for the circumstances
of tranquillity and comfort in which thou hast permitted us to assem .

ble together around thine altar. Be with us, and with all who are
near and dear to us, throughout this day . And whether we eat or

drink , or whatsoever we do, may we do all to thy glory,may wedo
all in the name of Jesus,may we do all in dependence upon thy
blessing, may we do all as with a view to the account which wemust
give in at the judgment. seat. Hear these our prayers. We present

them in the name of him whom thou lovest and hearest always.
Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING. JAMES IV.
Thou, O Lord, art great, and greatly to be praised ; thou art holy,
and therefore to be had in profoundest reverence ; thou art good to
all, and supremely to be adored, both on earth below and in heaven

above. Bless the Lord , ye his angels that excel in strength , that do
his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word . Bless
the Lord, all ye hosts, ye ministers of his that do his pleasure. Bless
the Lord, all his works, in all places of his dominion ; bless the
Lord, O our souls.

Towards us how manifold and how wonderful

have been the expressions of thy favor !

Thou madest us at first,

not we ourselves ; and we gratefully acknowledge that it is only be

cause thou hast never left nor forsaken us that we have been so long
preserved in the land of the living, and the place of hope. Graciously
hast thou dealt with us in every stage of our existence. Liberally
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hast thou supplied our returning wants. Thou hast guided us
through many difficulties,thou hast protected us from many dangers,

thou hast disappointed many of our fears, thou hast exceeded many
of our hopes, thou hast been a very present help in our times of
trouble. Herein especially, and above all, was love, not that we

loved thee, but that thou lovedst us, and didst send thy Son into our
world to impart unto thy people pardon of sin , peace of conscience,

joy in the Holy Ghost, purity of heart and life, and the hope of
glory. It is only in his name that we are emboldened to come into

thy presence, and to bow before thy throne. We believe in him ,
help thou our unbelief ; rebuke every suspicion of his faithfulness
and supremacy away from us. Give us grace to confide in his love,
to lay hold of his righteousness, and to surrender ourselves to his

disposal. May he be formed in us our sole hope of glory. May he
be made unto us wisdom , and righteousness, and sanctification , and
redemption . Thus reconciled to thee through the blood of his cross,
may we be enabled to live as becometh the children of thine adop .
tion , hating that which thou hatest, and following after that in
which thou takest pleasure. And do thou whohast all hearts in thy

hands, and who turnest them as the rivers of water whithersoever
thou pleasest, so dispose our hearts, by the grace of thy Spi: t, as
that sin may become our aversion , and the paths of holiness may be

regarded by us as paths of pleasantness and peace. Living in the
world, and discharging the duties which we owe to the world , but
renouncing its spirit, and keeping aloof from its defilements, may we
be enabled to show that our home is on the other side of death, that
our treasure is within the veil.

O amidst all the trials and turmoils

of time, may this glorious hope, the hope of immortality , be as the
anchor of the soul, sure and steadfast. May it fortify us against
temptation , quicken to the discharge of duty,minister comfort under
sorrow , and counteract the fear of death . Be very gracious to all
who are connected with us by whatever tie. The Lord bless them ,
the Lord cause the light of his countenance to shine upon them , and

give them peace. Be very favorable to us as a family. May good
ness and mercy follow us ; may the everlasting armsbe ever under
neath and around us ; and may we at length appear before thee, no

wanderer lost, a family in heaven. These our prayers we present in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, thine eternal Son, and our adora
ble Redeemer. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . - DANIEL X .

With profound huinility, butat the same time, with holy , reve
rential, child -like confidence, we desire to lift up our hearts unto thee,
O Lord, our Father which art in heaven . Having boldness to enter
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way
which he bath consecrated for us through the veil of his flesh ; and
44
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having an High Priest over the house of God,we desire to draw
near in full assurance of faith , having our hearts sprinkled from an
evil conscience ,and our bodies washed with pure water. Pour down

upon us the Spirit of grace and of supplications. We adore thee for
the freedom of access which we have to thy mercy -seat. We adore
thee that, by prayer and supplication , with thanksgiving, we are
commanded to make known our requests unto thee. Weadore thee

for the assurance that we have a gracious and all-prevalent Interces

sor at thy right hand, one who is able to save to the uttermost all
who come to thee through him , seeing that he ever liveth to make
intercession in their behalf. We appear before thee in his name,
beseeching thee that thou, for his sake, wouldst open up the treasu
ries of thy grace, and impart to each of us the blessings of which
thou knowest us to stand in need. We stand , all of us, in need of
justifying mercy ; we have all of us reason to say , God bemerciful
to us sinners. Which of thy commandments have we not broken ,

which of thy precepts have we not despised ? But be pleased, for
thine own name's sake, to lift upon us the light of thy countenance,
and to cause us to experience the blessedness of those whose trans

gressions are forgiven, whose persons are accepted, whose peace is

made. We stand, also, all of us, in need of purifying and strength
ening grace ; for our hearts are deceitful, our wills are perverse, and
in us, that is, in our flesh , there dwelleth no good thing.

Therefore

it is that we beseech thee to create the clean heart, and to renew the
right spirit within us. Take away the hard and stony hearts, and
give us hearts of flesh, hearts softened by thy grace, moulded to thy

will, devoted to thy service. Enable us to glorify thee on earth ;
and deliver us from the evil with which the world abounds. Save
us from the great adversary of souls, save us from the contagion of
ungodly example, save us from the fear ofman that bringeth a snare,
save us from the deceitfulness of our own corrupt nature. Fit us for
whatever thou hast in store for us, and forbid that the summons of
death should find any of us unprepared. Draw near to the sick , to

sanctify to them their sufferings; draw near to the dying, to make
them ready for their great change. Bless the interests of godliness
at home and abroad, and enable us to show our love to Christ by
our love to his people , and our desire to promote his cause. Holy
Father , into thy hands we commend ourselves, and all in whom we
are interested. Do to them , and do to us, beyond what we can ask
or think ; and the praise shall be thine, through Jesus Christ. Amen ..

SATURDAY EVENING . - JAMES V .
HEAVENLY Father, adored be thy name, that to the most disobe.

dient of us all the unsearchable riches of Christ are offered without
money and without price ! O that we may all have grace given to

us to close with the merciful proclamation

Hearing the joyful

SATURDAY EVENING.]

FORTY -SIXTH WEEK.

691

sound, may none of us harden ourselves against it. May we be cap.
tivated , may we be overcome by the grace and condescension which

appeared in the incarnation , the obedience, the sufferings, and the
death of the Lord Jesus Christ. May our eyes be brought to see,
our minds to understand, our hearts to adore the wonders of his re
deeming love. For this cause we bow our knees unto the Father of

our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and
earth is named, that he would grant us, according to the riches of

his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner
man ; that Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith ; that we being
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all
saints, what is the breadth , and length , and depth , and height; and

to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge. May we
esteem him to be precious ; may we lean upon him as the beloved
of our souls ; may we rejoice in him as all our salvation and all our

desire. We lament that hitherto we have known so little of the ex .
cellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord . Wemourn
over the feebleness of our desires, the coldness of our hearts, the

deadness of our affections towardshim . Wehave reason to be full
of heaviness when we think how sad a requital we have made for

his kindness to usward ; how little anxiety we have evermanifested,
or ever felt, to adorn his gospel, and to do him honor. But O grant
that henceforth wemay be enabled to live as becometh those whom

he came to redeem from iniquity, and to purify to himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works. Calling ourselves by his name, may
we seek to walk in his steps ; professing to love him , may wemani.
fest our love by keeping his commandments ; calling him our Master
and our Lord,may we be enabled to render him a willing obedience.
We pray that his kingdom may be established within us, that king

dom which consists of righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost. We pray that all the kingdoms of this earth may become
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ. May he take to him .
self his great power and reign ; may he go forth on the morrow in
the chariots of the gospel, conquering and to conquer. We bless
thee for the weekly return of the Christian sabbath ; we hail the

near approach of the day of rest. Grant that to many it may be the
date of their conversion ; that to many it may be a stage on their
path of progressive holiness ; that to many it may be a foretaste and

a pledge of that sinless and endless sabbath which remains for thy

people in the sanctuary above. At the close of another week, we
bless thee for the many mercies which during the course of it we

have enjoyed ; and we commend ourselves anew to thee at its close .
If spared to see the dawn, O may we be in the Spirit on the Lord 's
day ; may it prove a season of much refreshing to our souls. Our
prayers are before thee, be pleased to send us the answer of peace,
for our Redeemer's sake. Amen .
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Thou,even thou alone, O Lord ,art he that should be feared ; and
who may stand before thee if once thou be angry ? Who would not
fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name, for thou only art holy ?
Thy hand is for good upon all them that seek thee ; but thy power

and thy wrath are against all them that forsake thee. The Lord
will not forsake his people for his great name's sake, because it hath
pleased the Lord to make them his people. The mountains may de
part, and the earth be removed , but thy loving-kindness shall not

depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of thy peace be re
moved , saith the Lord , that hath mercy upon thee. Do not thine
eyes run to and fro throughout the whole earth , to show thyself

strong in behalf of him whose heart is perfect towards thee. Let us

sanctify thee in our hearts, and make thee our fear and our dread ,
that thou mayest be for a sanctuary to us, to preserve us from the
evils and dangers to which we are exposed. Let us not fear men ,
who can merely kill our body, but afterwards have no more that
they can do ; but may we fear thee, who, after thou hast killed our

body, hast power to cast both soul and body into hell. Let not our
heart envy sinners ; but let us be in the fear of the Lord all the day

long, for surely there shall be an end both of the triumphing of the
wicked, and of the sorrows and sufferings of thy people , and the ex
pectation of those who fear thee shall not be cut off. We thank

thee, Lord, for our sabbath liberty , and our sabbath opportunities.
May we enter into the spirit of this day's service. May we call the
sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord , and honorable , and honor

thee upon it by not doing our own ways, nor finding our own pleas.
ure, nor speaking our own words. May we have such a relish for

the holy exercises of the sabbath as shall be a satisfactory evidence
that we shall spend an eternal sabbath in thy blissful presence. Let
those who profare thy sabbaths consider their guilt and folly ere it
be too late, lest the time come when they shall intensely desire to
see one of the days of the Son of Man, but shall not be so favored .
Go forth this day with the preaching of thy Son 's gospel. May it

have free course and be glorified . Pour out thy Spirit this day as
rain upon the mown grass, and as showers that water the earth.

Make the places round about thy hill a blessing. Cause the rain to
come down in his season. Let there be showers of blessings. When
the poor and the needy seek water, and there is none, and their

tongue faileth for thirst, do thou, the Lord , hear, do thou, the God
of Israel, not forsake them . Revive thy work in the midst of the

years ; in the midst of the years make known, in wrath remember
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mercy. Prepare us for rendering thee that public homage which is
justly due unto thee. And to thy name, in Christ, be glory and
praise, now and forever. Amen.

SABBATH EVENING . — PSALMS CXXIX. CXXX. CXXXI.

WHO, O Lord , is a God like unto thee,who pardonest the iniquity ,
and passest by the transgression of the remnant of thy heritage, be
cause thou delightest in mercy ? There is forgiveness with thee, be
cause there is a propitiation with thee that thou mayest be feared .

If the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thought,
and return unto thee in the way thou hast appointed , thou wilt have

mercy upon him , thou wilt abundantly pardon his sins. Thou gra

ciously proclaimest, I was, I am he that blotteth out thine iniquity
formine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. Come now , and
let us reason together, saith the Lord ; though your sins be as scar
let, they shall be as snow ; though they be red like crimson , they

shall be as wool. We bless thee that in Christ thou art reconciling
a guilty world unto thyself, not imputing their trespasses unto them ,
and that thou hast sent to us, in this distant land of the Gentiles, the
word of reconciliation . We adore thee for the gift and sacrifice of
him on whom thou hast laid our help. In this was manifested thy
love to us, because that thou gavest thine only -begotten Son that we

might live through him . Herein is love, not that we loved God,but
that God loved us, and gave his Son to be a propitiation for our sins.
We bless thee for the perfection of that sacrifice which he presented
to thee when he offered up himself. It was impossible that the

blood of bulls and of goats could take away sin . It was necessary
that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified by
these ; but the heavenly things themselves by better sacrifices than

these. The legal sacrifices, though in themselves worthless,might,
by thine appointment, make a typical atonement ; but it was only
the sacrifice of Emmanuel that could make a real atonement for sin .
It was only by setting forth thy Son , as a propitiation through faith

in his blood, that thou couldest be seen to be just, and holy, and
true, in justifying the ungodly. We thank thee that through Christ
there is preached to us the forgiveness of sins, and that by him all
that believe are justified from all things from which they could not

be justified by the law of Moses. May we be justified by his blood,
and saved from wrath through him . As he has reigned in us unto

death, so may grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life, by
Jesus Christ our Lord . And may his grace, bringing us salvation ,
teach us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly,

and righteously , and godly, in the present world , thereby looking
for the blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God
and our Saviour Jesus Christ. For all that we ask or hope for is in
the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen .
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MONDAY MORNING . — DANIEL XI.
O Lord, thou knowest the end from the beginning. Thy counsel
shall stand, and thou wilt do all thy pleasure. Thou art of one
mind , and who shall turn thee. Thou art not a man that thou

shouldst lie, nor the son of man that thou shouldst repent ! Hast
thou said it, and wilt thou not do it ; or hast thou spoken it, and

wilt thou not make it good ? Thy mighty hand can easily accom
plish whatever thy mind and counsel determine before should be
done. There is no difficulty or restraint laid upon thee. Who hath
resisted thy will ? Who would set the briers and the thorns before
thee in battle ? Wouldest thou not go through them , and burn

them up together ? Thou, even thou alone, art he that should be
feared, and who may stand before thee if once thou be angry ? Thou
makest the wrath of man to praise thee, and the remainder of his

wrath thou dost restrain . What man meaneth for evil, thou often

meanest for good , to bring to pass the purposes of thy grace to those
who love thee, and are the called according to thy purpose. We
bless thee for the special care thou exercisest over thy church . We

adore thee for the promises of protection and favor which thou hast
afforded her. We thank thee for thy counsel to walk about Zion,

and go round about her, to tell the towers thereof, to mark well her
bulwarks, to consider her palaces, that we may tell it to the genera
tion following, and may say , This God is our God forever and ever,

he will be our guardian unto death . Bless thy church universal.
May she lengthen her cords and strengthen her stakes. Hasten the
latter day glory. Overrule all the events that are taking place for
the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom . May the time soon arrive
when voices shall be heard in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this

world have become the kingdoms of our God, and of his Christ, and
he shall reign forever and ever. May we belong to Christ's king
dom . May we be bis disciples, not in name, and by profession
merely, but in deed and in truth. May he be formed in our hearts
the hope of glory. May his love constrain us to live not unto our
selves, but unto him who died for us and rose again . May we seek
his glory above our chief joy. Whether we live,may we live to the
Lord ; or whether we die, may we die to the Lord, that living or
dying we may be his. May we be crucified with Christ, that Christ
may live in us, that the life which we live in the flesh may be by

the faith of the Son of God, who loved us, and gave himself for us.
May we habitually act faith in him , that we may receive supplies of
grace and strength out of his fulness. And do thou guide us with

thy counsel while we live, and afterwards bring us to glory, for all
that we ask is for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.
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MONDAY EVENING. — 1 PETER I.
WORTHY art thou, O Lord , to receive glory, and honor, and
power ; for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they
are and were created .

Thou hast made all things for thyself, that

they might show forth all thy praise. Thy works praise thee, thy
saints bless thee.

Thousands of angels minister unto thee , and ten

thousand times ten thousand stand before thee. Weadore thee for
thy kindness to us, the sinful children of men . We thank thee es.
pecially for the work of our redemption , by Jesus Christ the Son of
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thou gavest thine only-begotten Son , that we might live through
him . We bless thee that while he sojourned in this world
Med, thou

iator,

didst repeatedly testify thy complacency in him as our Mediator,

that when he had finished the work which thou gavest him to do,by

humbling himself,and becoming obedient unto death ,even the death
of the cross, thou didst raise him from the dead , and give him glory

at thy right hand, that our faith and hope might be in thee; that we
might know that thou art fully satisfied with his undertaking,
and art ready to justify those who believe in him from all things
from which they could not be justified by the law of Moses. May

we obtain redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, ac
cording to the richness of thy grace.

Bless us with a right to an

inheritance among them that are sanctified , through faith that is
in him ; to that inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and
that fadeth not away . And graciously prepare us, by thy dealings

and dispensations, for the enjoyment of this pure and blissful inheri
tance. Sanctify the afflictions wherewith thou seest meet to visit us,
that the trial of our faith, being much more precious than gold that

perisheth, though it be held in the fire ,may be found unto praise ,
and honor, and glory , at the appearing of Jesus Christ. May we
reckon the sufferings of this present time not worthy to be compared

with the glory which shall then be revealed in us, if we belong to
Christ. May we possess the faith , love, and joy of his disciples.
May we recognize his glory as the glory of the only-begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth , and rejoice in him as our beloved,

and our friend, and the rock of our salvation. Enable us to realize
a growing conformity to thy holy image. Beholding, as in a glass,
the glory of the Lord, may we be transformed into the same image,

from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. Since we
call thee Father, that without respect of persons, judgest according
to every man 's work , may we pass the time of our sojourning here
in thy fear, forasmuch as we know that we have not been redeemed
with any corruptibie things, such as silver or gold, but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without

spot. Now to God, only wise, be glory, through Jesus Christ, for
ever. Amen .
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TUESDAY MORNING . — DANIEL XII.
Most gracious God, we draw near to thee this morning to thank

thee for thy goodness to us, and through our great High Priest to
present to thee our morning sacrifice.

Thou knowest our hearts ,

thou art acquainted with our state before thee, all things are naked

and open to the eye of theGod with whom we have to do. Gracious
Father, may all of us who now kneel before thee, and all in whom
we feel an interest, be thine when thou makest up thy jewels. We
put our bodies and souls into thy hand ; Lord, fit us for the appear
ing of the Lord Jesus Christ, that wemay awake to everlasting life.
May we walk under the power of the world to come. May we live
as it were under the sound of the trump of the archangel. If we

are but prepared for enjoying thee, if our robes are made white in
the blood of the Lamb, we shall be satisfied . Let the way be thine,

for thy way is right, but lead us to the city of habitation. O our
God, there was one who wrestled with thee of old , and thou didst
hear him , hear us for Jesus ' sake. Weare poor short- sighted crea
tures. Wecannot know the time which thou hast kept in thine own
hand, and we would not seek to know them . Reveal only thy Son in

us,and we shall be satisfied . Thyword tells us that the wicked shall
do wickedly, and that the wise shall understand . Alas ! we have
done wickedly , we have not understood, we have not sought after

God . But the same word says that now is the accepted time. We
would desire to flee from ourwickedness, and to turn to thee with full
purpose of heart. Our sins, O God, have caused thee to hide thy.
face from us, but now we come back to thee. May thy. Holy Spirit
draw each of us, and all our friends, from the path in which de
stroyers go, and lead us into the way of truth and holiness. May
our lot be with Christ. We feel that there can be no blessedness
without him , and we know that our souls will be satisfied if they
have him as their portion . O gracious God, may we, and all who

are dear to us, have our place on the right hand of the throne, when
he comes to judge the world in righteousness. Again we bless thee
for the mercies of the past night, and of this morning. We would
seek to go forth to the duties of the day under the guidance of thy
Holy Spirit. And now we commend to thee the work that is thine

own. Send forth laborers into thy harvest, thou who art the Lord
of the harvest. May many run to and fro, that the knowledge of

thee may be increased . May thy way be known upon earth , and
hy saving health among all the nations. And may a specialbless
ing rest upon the efforts which are made for the diffusion of the
truth among thine ancient people; they have forgotten thee ,but thou
art found of them that seek thee not. O Lord, cause thy face to

shine upon them that they may be saved . And now , O God, may
thy mercy be upon us, as we hope in thee.

This day make thy

grace sufficient for us, and perfect thy strength in our weakness.

And may he who stands up for the children of thy people be with
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us this day to guard us against the assaults of thewicked one. Lord,
hear our prayers, and answer us according to our imperfect asking,

for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . – 1 PETER II.

O RIGHTEOUS and eternalGod, we desire to draw near to thee
this evening, and to render unto thee our grateful acknowledgments
for thy kindness to us throughout the day. Adored be thy name

for the privileges which are promised to thy people, and conferred
on them through Jesus Christ. O may we be the temples of the
living God, by the Spirit dwelling in us. Our hearts, O Lord, are
unfit for the residence of thy Holy Spirit. Impure thoughts, unholy

desires, evil tendencies, vain imaginations, have their seat there.
Alas ! there is no place for the King of glory. Yet, O God , cast us
not from thy sight. Visit us with thy salvation . Mould our hearts

according to thy will. Come and dwell in us ; for until thou comest
and preparest for thyself a place, sin will continue to have the do
minion over us. O make us kings and priests to thee. As kings,

and brethren of him who is the King of Sion, may we have power
over our own hearts, and over the evil one and his emissaries, who
would seek to lead us captive. As thy priests , O Lord , may we be
holy , and by the Spirit's grace may we ever be enabled to present
to thee the sacrifices of believing prayer, and praise, and uniform
obedience to thy law . Heavenly Father, we pray that we may ever

feel the reality of our condition as pilgrims and sojourners upon
earth. Our hearts would lead us to seek our rest here, and many
things conspire to make us forgetful of the great eternity.

Blessed

God, we beseech thee to keep us in mind of our immortal destiny ;
and may all the lessons and warnings of thy providence, as well as
the teaching of thy word and Spirit, confirm us in the pursuit of

those things which are unseen and eternal. May our conversation
on earth always be such as to cause those who are opposed to thee

to perceive that the doctrine of Christ is according to godliness. O
that each of us could be made instrumental in turning from the path
of destruction were it but one soul. The feeblest instruments are
powerful in thy might. Lord, let us ever speak and act so as to
diffuse the sweet savor of the Redeemer's name wherever we go, and
whatever pursuit we engage in . Once more, O God,webeseech thee
to give us grace to keep Christ ever before us. We do take him
as the only ground of hope toward thee. We do rely upon his per
fect righteousness ; , 0 lead us to follow his example . Let thatmind
which was in him be also in us. May he reign over our hearts,may
he by his Spirit make us like himself, that in our varied situations
we may all adorn his blessed doctrine, and stop the mouth of the
enemy and the blasphemer. And now , O God , bless all who are
dear to us, and remember them with the love thou bearest to thine
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own. Bless all who have ever sought an interest in our prayers,

and visit them in mercy.

Send the knowledge of the glorious gos

pel to them that are afar off. And may all who already know the

joyful sound, walk in the light of thy countenance. Keep us, O God
of Israel, this night ; may we be refreshed by sleep, and fitted for
the labors of another day, if it is thy will to spare us.

Thou keepest

Israel. Keep us, O Lord, and O forgive all our trespasses ; wash us
in the blood of Jesus, and sanctify us wholly to do thy will ; that
whether we sleep or wake, we may live with Christ. And to God

the Father,Son, and HolyGhost,we would ascribe everlasting praise.
Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . — HOSEA V. VI.
O Thou righteous and sovereign God, we would draw near to thee
this morning in deepest self-abasement, confessing our sins, and im .
ploring thy pardoning mercy. Thou hast favored us with privileges,
and we have misimproved them ; thou hast placed us among our

fellow -creatures as thy witnesses, and we have been witnesses for
sin ; thou hast arranged all thy providential dispensations for our
good , and we have abused and trampled upon thymercies. Behold ,

we are vile, and what shall we answer thee ! O Lord,we would de
sire to return unto thee. We have found no enjoyment in the paths
of sin . Our own consciences testify, what thy word also testifies,
that the wages of sin is death . We have sought happiness apart

from thee, but we have not found it ; and now would we seek to
be brought back to thee the Fountain of all enjoyment. Blessed be
thy name for revealing to us the way in which lost creatures like
us may return to God .

Thanks be to our heavenly Father for Je

sus Christ, his unspeakable gift. O Lord , we bless thee that thou
hast been pleased to set him forth as the propitiation for sin , that who
soever believeth in him should not perish . We feel that without
him we must perish ; but we rejoice to know that through him , and
in him , there is life eternal, even for such as we are . Gracious God,
we have tried in vain to be saved without him . Wewould not con

ceal it from thee, O thou that searchest the heart, that we have en

deavored to heal the wounds of our consciences by many false reme
dies. We have said , Peace, peace, when there was no peace. But
now , O God , we would take him as our peace with whom thou art

pleased. What pleases thee, we feel should satisfy us. With his
righteousness thou art pleased , and in the merit of that righteous

ness we would place our confidence. Jesus delivereth his people
from the wrath to come ; we pray that we may be delivered from

wrath through him . O cast us not from thy sight, Because of our
past sinfulness, and ingratitude, and unprofitableness , as thy profess
ing people. Lord, we desire to be thine ; save thou us. Draw us

to thyself by thy Holy Spirit. May he lead us to return to thee.
So wayward and blinded are our hearts, that we would never choose
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thec as our portion. May the Spirit lead us to make the choice.
O give us to experience some of the privileges and enjoyments of
those who have truly turned to thee. The choicest gifts, O Lord,
we dare scarcely implore, but there is all fulness treasured up in
Christ; give us what thou knowest to be most needful. Open our
hearts to desire more , and to contain more, and then, o God of

grace, fill us abundantly with the goodness of thy house . We have
been too long satisfied with earthly good , but now we would seek to
taste of the blessedness with which thou refreshest the souls of thy

chosen people. Heavenly Father, thou hast been pleased to protect
us during the night, and to bring us to the light of another day.

Accept, for Christ's sake, of our thanksgiving for thy goodness, and
be near to us this day to guide us, and to guard us from all evil. O

Lord , may we be preserved this day from doing anything that would
dishonor our Christian profession ; may we be strengthened for

doing what will glorify it. May our footsteps be kept in the way
of thy coinmandments ; and in the midst of our worldly duties may
we remember that there is a life beyond the present, and that we
are here but for a very short time, that wemay prepare for the end
less eternity . Lord , prepare us thyself for all the duties of time,
and for the great realities that lie before us. Into thy hands we
put ourselves, O Jehovah ,God of truth . May thy rod and thy staff

support us during our pilgrimage on earth , and at last may we be
advanced to dwell in the house of the Lord forever. IIear our
prayer, O God ; and accept of us, and of our morning sacrifice, for
the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . — 1 PETER III.
O Thou high and holy One who inhabitest eternity, wewould now ,

before retiring to rest this night, approach the footstool of thy throne
of grace, in the all-prevailing name of our great High Priest, who
hath gone into the heavens, and is at thy right hand . We would
be deeply humbled before thee when we think of our own vileness
and unworthiness. O Lord , we have been more attentive to the in .
terests of the perishable body than to the concern of our immortal
souls ; more disposed to be anxious about what we should eat, and

what we should drink , than to seek the kingdom of God and his
righteousness. Lord , pity us and pardon us for Christ's sake. O
God of all grace, make us all monuments of thy grace and mercy
in Christ Jesus. Wewould all seek to take shelter from the wrath
to come in the ark of Christ's righteousness. His we desire to be.

Among his saved people let our names be written . In our hearts

may his Spirit dwell ; and while the outgoings of the morning and
of the evening rejoice over us in providence, our prayer is, that
every morning and every evening may find us drawn more ara

more closely to him who is our Lord , our life, our all. O gracious
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God, fit us by thy Spirit for the discharge of all the duties which

are incumbent upon us. May we discharge them as thy people ,
with a single eye to thy glory. Webless thee for pointing out to

us so clearly the path of duty. Wewould esteem it a high privilege
that we know what duty is, upon thine own authority. Our short
comings have been fearful, they have been aggravated, they might
have justly provoked thee to visit us with thy judgments. But, O
Lord, thou delightest in mercy, and in this is our hope. Help us,
good Lord, to fulfil all the duties of this life , so as to adorn our
Christian profession. We would seek to find pleasure in duty. We
would esteem it an honor to live as thine, and to live for thee in
the world . Lord, make this not a passing thought, but a firm pur
pose of our hearts. ( give us grace to set Christ ever before us.
We desire to take him as our only Saviour, and to follow him as
our great example ! But what are we, O God , that we should pre
sume to present these petitions at thy footstool ! Thy holy law shuts

us up under wrath . We are as prisoners, for whom is reserved un
ending punishment. Adored be thy grace, that we are prisoners of
hope. Our trust is in him who died , and who rose again , and who
is at thy right hand . We bring our prayers with confidence to thee,

because we have in him an all-prevailing advocate. O blessed Jesus,
grant unto us that repentance and remission of sin which thou art
enabled to bestow . O divine Spirit, take up thy residence in our
hearts, and make us in all things what thou wouldst have us to be.

Cleanse us from all our sins. Give us fortitude to withstand the at
tacks of the wicked one. Impart to us a mind conformed to the

mind of Christ. Before we leave thy footstool, O thou great parent
of the universe, we would beseech thee to send the knowledge of
thy truth to those who are in heathen darkness, and to open up a
way for its more full diffusion among thine ancient people. The
whole earth, () Lord, except a few favored spots, is full of ignorance
and of the habitations of cruelty. Arise , O Lord God , and assert
thy saving and converting power among the miserable victims of

spiritual death. Send forth laborers into thy harvest, and bless their
labors. May thy choicest blessings rest upon all who are dear to us.

May the beauty of the Lord ourGod be upon them as well as upon
us. May we all meet together at the right hand of thy throne, and
see him whom we love with joy in the place where there is no night,

and no sorrow , and no sin . Unto God the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, the eternalGod, we would ascribe, praise everlasting. And
through Christ we would expect an answer to our imperfect prayers,
because worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive glory, and

honor, and blessing.

THURSDAY MORNING.- HOSEA VII. VIII.
O LORD, to whom alone belongeth all power in heaven and earth ;

thou mighty God who rulest over all, look down in mercy on us,
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thine erring and feeble children, as we now at the footstool of thy
throne present our humble prayers. Look on us in Christ ; see us
in the face of thine Anointed ; and whilst thou seest us to be poor,
and wretched , and miserable, and blind, and naked, and altogether
vile , remember that worthy is the Lamb that was slain , and for his

sake hear us graciously . Wehave nothing to offer thee but the sac
rifice of sinful hearts ; but we implore that by thy grace thou wouldst

Thou hastmercies with which praises and rilice, holy and acelp us to

make them holy altars on which to do thee homage. Help us to

present ourselves before thee a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable
to the Lord. We offer up our praises and thanksgivings to thee for
the many mercies with which thou hast been pleased to bless us.

Thou hast cast our lot in a happy and a highly favored land . Thou
hast given us thy word in our own tongue. Thou hast offered for
our reception a salvation finished and free. Thou hast filled our
cup, and spread our table.

Thy hand has led us through the slip

pery paths of youth. Thine arm has been around us as a shield .
From
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O Lord ,what return have
we made for all thy goodness ? We have forgotten thee the God
that made us ; we have lightly esteemed thee the rock of our salva

tion. We have sinned and come short of the glory of God ; we
have departed from the paths of integrity ; we have loved the dark .

ness rather than the light. The Lord pardon our iniquities. The
Lord hear us when we cry for forgiveness, and mercifully blot our
transgressions out of the book of thy remembrance. Help us, O
Lord, to recognize thy hand in all the cvents continually occurring
around us ; and to read thy will in the book of providence, as well
as in the book of revelation . Blessed be thy name, that thou art

fencing in our way, even as with a hedge, and permitting us not to
sin without showing us that thou art angry with sinners every day .
Sanctify thy ways of dealing with us. And when thou chastenest

us, either as individuals, or families, or communities, O turn us at
thy rebuke, and give us, in our happy experience, to confess that .
even afflictions from thy fatherly hand are blessings in disguise.
Take the members of this family, O Father , under thy gracious care.
Through this day guide, and uphold , and bless us. Render our ef
forts all successful, making us to sing for joy and gladness. Give us
strength and grace to rise above every temptation we encounter, and
enable us to walk as the children of the light. And may the God

of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that
great Shepherd of the sheep , through the blood of the everlasting
covenant, make us perfect in every way, working in us that which is

well-pleasing in thy sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom , with thee

the Father, and the ever-blessed Spirit, be glory forever and ever.
Amen .
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THURSDAY EVENING . — 1 PETER IV .
BLESSED be thy great name, O Lord, that we, thine unworthy
servants, have been protected in safety and peace through the course
of another day, and once more permitted to gather ourselves around
our family altar. Let our evening prayers ascend into thy presence
as the savor of a sweet-smelling sacrifice, and let an answer to our
humble supplications be graciously vouchsafed. We thank thee
that thou hast thought upon us in our lost condition, and hast not
left us to perish for lack of spiritual knowledge. Webless thee that

thou hast given us thy word, making known to us the principles we
are to believe, and the precepts we are to obey. O may we be ena
bled to take it as the rule of our faith , and the guide of our practice .
May we have our conversation as becometh the gospel, giving all
diligence to add to our faith, virtue ; and to virtue, knowledge ; and
to knowledge, temperance; and to temperance, patience ; and to
patience, godliness ; and to godliness, brotherly -kindness ; and to
brotherly -kindness, charity ; so that these things being in us, and

abounding, we may neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowl.
edge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Pardon , we beseech thee, the sins
which we have this day committed . Our sins of thought, and word,

and deed, Lord, who can reckon ?

They are more in number than

the very stars of heaven. But we bless thee that with thee there is
plenteous redemption that thou mayest be sought unto. And there
fore we would cry to thee for mercy to pardon us. O let not our
sins be remembered against us. And let enlarged supplies of grace
be imparted to us, that we may be enabled hereafter to walk in the
ways of thy commandments, having the light of our profession so
shining, that others seeing our good works may be led to glorify

thee our Father in heaven. We offer up our thanksgivings for the
goodness which through the course of another day we have been
privileged to receive. Thou hast fed us with food convenient for
hast kept our bodies in health , and our spirits in peace . And what

shall we render to the Lord for his goodness ?

O that our souls and

all that is within uswere stirred up to praise and magnify thy name;
thou forgivest our iniquities, thou healest our diseases, thou coverest
us with loving-kindness and tender mercies. And now , Lord , that
the shades of another night have gathered round us, and that we are
to close our eyes in slumber, 0 do thou watch over us, and spare all
the members of this family to meet together on another morning.
And when we see the light of another day, may our hearts glow
with grateful affection to that God who watches over his people as
the apple of his eye. Our prayers, O Lord, are before thee. Hear

in mercy, and gracious y answer for the Redeemer's sake. Amen.
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FRIDAY MORNING . — HOSEA XI. XII.
Whom have we in the heavens but thee, O God ? and there is
none upon the earth whom our souls desire besides thee. When

our flesh and ourhearts are fainting and failing, thou artthe strength
of our heart, and our portion forever. Surely , O Lord , we are un
worthy of the great privilege of standing in thy presence, and make
ing our requests known to thee by prayer. Pour out upon us the

influences of thy Spirit, as a spirit of prayer and supplication, that
we may be enabled to come before thee and find acceptance. Lord,
teach us how to pray. And do thou, for the sake of Christ Jesus,

listen graciously to our humble petitions. Wethank thee, O Father,
for all the mercies which thou art daily causing to pass before us.

As a family, and as individuals, we have experienced much of thy
goodness. From our earliest years thou hast cared for us, and led
us in safety through the slippery paths of youth . In the midst of
our unworthiness , thou hast graciously supplied all our wants, grant

ing us health , and strength , and peace, and all the worldly comforts
which our circumstances required . And if in the ways of thy wise
yet unsearchable providence, thou hast been pleased to visit us with

personal or family afflictions ; if thou hast laid thy chastening hand
upon us, or called away those that were dear to us, still we rejoice in
the hope that thou makest all things work together for good to them

who believe, and who are called according to the purpose of God.
And therefore, O Lord, upon the review of thy past goodness, we
would now call upon our souls, and all that is within us, to be stirred

up to bless thy holy name, who forgiveth our iniquities, who healeth
all our diseases, who redeemeth our life from destruction , who crown

eth us with loving-kindness and tender mercies, who satisfieth our
mouth with good things, so that our youth is renewed as the eagles.
But, O Lord, we have to lament our ingratitude, and our unprofita
bleness. Though thou hast given us, in addition to our temporal

blessings, the unspeakable gift of thy Son ; though thou hast sent
him to seek and save us, and hast given to us the blessed gospel,
making known to us the things that belong to our peace, yet have
we to confess that we are ungrateful as the recipients of thy bounty,
and unprofitable as professing believers in Christ. Like thy people

of old we have compassed thee about with lies and with deceit ; for
while we have professed to love and serve thee, like them we have

gone after strange gods, and served the desires of our corrupted
hearts. Lord , hear us when we cry for pardon . Forgive, we entreat
thee, all our iniquities. Blot our sins out of the book of thy remem
brance, and draw us with the cords of a man, with bands of love, and
cause us to turn to thee, to keep mercy and judgment, and wait on
our God continually. In the multitude of thymercies we have been
permitted to see the light of another day. Thanks be to thee for the
comfortable circumstances in which we are this morning gathered to
gether. Blessed be thy name for the repose we have enjoyed and
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the peace thou continuest with us. And now that our avocations
cause us to go forth once more to the world , Lord, do thou go with
us where we go, and abide with us where we abide, so that we may
act ever under the impression that thou, Lord , seest us. Fit us for

b
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our duties ; enable us to be diligent in business, and fervent in spirit,

serving the Lord. God be merciful to us, and bless us, and cause
thy face to shine upon us. Save now , we beseech thee, O Lord ; we

beseech thee, send now prosperity. Let thy blessing rest upon us,
let thy presence go with us, let thy Spirit guide us, let thine arm
uphold us, let our iniquities be forgiven us, that we may have that
peace which the world cannot give us, nor take away.

And to the

Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, one God, be glory and
praise, now and ever. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . — 1 PETER V.
We bless thee, O Lord, that after the labors and cares of another
day we are permitted in peace to meet around our household altar,
and present before thee our evening sacrifice.

For all the goodness

which personally, or as a family , we have experienced, we would
desire to give thee thanks. For all the sins we have committed , our
sins of thought, and word , and deed, we would ask forgiveness.
And now , as we kneel in thy presence, we implore that thou wouldst

graciously hear us, and grant our requests. We bless thee that thou
didst think upon us in our lost condition ; that thou didst devise the
plan of redemption, and in due time accomplish it by the sacrifice
of thy Son. We thank thee for the everlasting gospel, wherein are

revealed the glorious doctrines of salvation. We thank thee for the
establishment of thy church on earth, and for the various privileges
which within it we enjoy. Oh ! that all its members were members
of the body of Christ, washed in his blood, sanctified by thy grace,
and fitted for duty in this life, and for glory in the life that is to
come. Oh ! that its office-bearers were all clothed with salvation,
that the people may shout for joy, and that the gospel may have
free course and be greatly glorified among the people . And Oh !

that all professing Christians were enabled to walk as becometh their
high vocation, living soberly , righteously , and godly, redeeming the
time, because the days are evil. May all of us, O Lord, benefit by

the various
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tivity in the service of Christ. May our souls be watered by the
preaching of the word, and the administration of ordinances within
the sanctuary . May we remember that they that are Christ 's, have
crucified the flesh with its affections and lusts : and that we having

professed ourselves to be his, it is incumbent on us to live in accord
ance with the precepts of the gospel. Blessed be the Lord , who

daily loadeth us with his benefits, even the God of our salvation.
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It is God that guideth us with strength , and maketh our way per
fect, that hath blessed the work of our hands. Our houses have
been safe from fear, and there hath been no rod of God upon us, so

that the voice of rejoicing and salvation hath been heard in our tab
ernacle from day to day. But especially do we thank thee, that
thou hast blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly things
in Christ. Thou hast rlaid
help
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thee, have a saving interest in the sacrifice he has offered, and let
the word of Christ dwell in us richly , in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding. The very God of peace sanctify us wholly , and we

pray God our whole spirit, and soul, and body, may be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let the grace
of God,which hath appeared unto all men, bringing salvation, teach

us to deny all ungodliness and worldly lusts, that we may be ren
dered unto Christ a peculiar people, zealous of good works. And
while we thus thank thee for our own privileges, and implore thy
blessing upon them , we would remember at thy throne the case of
those who are not so highly favored Hear us, O Lord, when we
cry to thee on behalf of the benighted heathen , who are yet lying in
darkness and the shadow of death. Let the people who sit in dark

remember at ileges,and

ry to thee are not so highly

ness, see a greatlight; and to them who sit in the region and shadow
of death, let light spring up. Bring thy seed from the east, and
gather them from the west ; say to the north, Give up, and to the
south , Keep not back : bring thy sons from afar, and thy daughters

from the ends of the earth. From the rising of the sun to the going

down of the same, let thy name be great among the Gentiles. And
now , O God , thou who makest the outgoings of the evening, as well
as of the morning, to rejoice over us, to thee do we commit all that
belongs to us. Let our souls return to thee and repose in thee as
our rest, because thou hast dealt bountifully with us, so shall our
sleep be sweet to us. Let the angels of the Lord encamp round us

to deliver us, that wemay lie down and none make us afraid . And
let these, our humble prayers, be heard and answered , for Jesus
Christ's sake.

Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . HOSEA XIII. XIV .
ALMIGHTY and eternalGod, we would desire on every occasion
of drawing near unto thee, to adore thee as the greatest, and the

wisest, and the bestofbeings, who art infinitely good in thyself,and
who delightest in the communication of good to all thy creatures .
womb, thou hast made us continually the objects of thy fatherly
care, it is in thee alone that we live and move and have our being ;

yet we have forgotten thee the God that made us, and lightly es.
45
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have we said in our hearts, Let us go on to sin because grace
abounds. We have exposed ourselves to thy just and righteous in
dignation ; most justly mightest thou have consumed us in the fierce

ness of thine anger, and most justly, in leaving us to reap the bitter
fruits of our impenitence and obduracy ,mightest thou have glorified
the perfections of thy character and the purity of thy government.
Times and ways without number have we turned a deaf ear to the
calls of thy grace, and steeled our hearts in utter insensibility against

the good motions of thy blessed Spirit. It is indeed because thou
art God and not man , that we have not long ere now been cut down
in our sins ; it is because thy compassion flows without failing, that
we are still in the land of the living and in the place of hope. But
blessed, forever blessed be thy holy name, there is mercy with thee
that thou mayest be feared , and thy tender mercies are over all thy
works. This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, even the chief.
Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. O Lord , it is in the
name of the Saviour alone, and in humble dependence on the infi.
nite merits of his sufferings and death in behalf of sinful men, that
we now present ourselves at the footstool of thy throne of mercy,
humbly imploring of thee the forgiveness of our sins, and the reviv
ing influences of thy Spirit of grace. See, God, our shield ; look ,
we beseech thee, on the face of thine Anointed , and for his sake say

unto us, as thou didst unto Ephraim of old , I will heal their back

sliding, I will love them freely . And , O God, enable us with thy
servant Ephraim to put away every one the idol of his heart, and to
bring into the light of distinct consciousness , and to crucify with an

unsparing hand, our most cherished sins. Turn us, O God, from the
evil of our ways, and we shall be turned ; give us wisdom to under
stand the deep things of thy holy law , and make us willing, in the
power of thy grace, to walk in thy statutes with perfect hearts.
Enable us, O God , to set thee the Lord continually before us, and in
the exercise of that faith which worketh by love, to acknowledge
thee in all our paths, that we may thus go forward from strength to
strength , until at last we become meet, through the merits of the
Redeemer, to appear before thee in the heavenly Zion . Make us

thankful for the refreshing slumbers which we have enjoyed through
the past night, and for the mercies which have preceded the dawn
of the morning. May we go forth to the labors of the day in thy
fear ; may we be fitted by thy graw for all its trials, and may its

path of duty be made plain to us by the light of thy truth . Bless

us, O God, and all in whose welfare we ought to be interested , with
the blessings which thou bestowest upon thy chosen ones, for the

sake of Him whom thou hearest always ; to whom with thee and
the Holy Spirit, one God , be everlasting praises, now and henceforth.
Amen .
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SATURDAY EVENING . — 2 PETER I.
ALMIGHTY and ever-blessed God , thou art the giver of every good

and perfect gift ; thou hast bestowed upon us, in Christ Jesus the
Saviour, all things that pertain unto life and godliness, and thou hast
given us the exceeding great and precious promises of the aids of thy

Spirit, to deliver us from the bondage of corruption, and to reinstate
us in the liberty of thy dear children . Grant, we humbly beseech
thee, most gracious God , that making our escape through thy grace
from the corruption that is in the world through lust, we may be
come partakers of the divine nature, and have our consciences purged
from dead works, to serve thee the living God . May thy Holy Spirit
dwelling within us enable us day by day to be adding to our faith ,

virtue ; and to virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance ;
and to temperance, patience ; and to patience , godliness; and to god

liness,brotherly-kindness ; and to brotherly-kindness, charity . May
we abound in those fruits of the Spirit, being deeply impressed with
the feeling that it is thus only that we can have the Spirit of God
bearing witness with our spirits that we have passed from death

unto life, and that it is thus only that we can make our calling and
election sure ; that we can know in our own joyful experience what
is the good , and acceptable , and perfect will ofGod, and that we can

be contirmed and established in the mind of Christ. Forgive, we
earnestly beseech thee, our past abuse of the inestimable privileges
which have been so plentifully bestowed upon us. Cut us not down

according to our just deserts as cumberers of the ground , but dig
about us and dress us, and enable us yet, through the re-animating
power of thy grace, to bring forth fruit unto life eternal. Wash us,
and make us clean from sin , in that fountain which thou hast opened

up for the house of Israel for sin and for uncleanness ; renew us in
the spirit of our minds ; sanctify us wholly by thy truth , and enable

us in what may still remain to us of life to redeem the time with re
doubled diligence. Fit and prepare us, O most gracious God, for

discharging every duty required of us in a manner becoming thy
redeemed people, and such as may best promote the advancement
and establishment of thy kingdom among men. O make us fellow
workers with thine own Spirit, in reaping the travail of the Redeem

n, heto Godge,and " own hearedeem .

er's soul, in promoting the growth of holiness in our own hearts, and
in winning our fellow -men to the knowledge, and love, and obedi
ence of the truth . We bless thee, O God, that thou hast established
our faith on a sure foundation , that thou hast adapted it to the many
wants and weaknesses of our fallen nature, and that thou hast con

firmed the mission and doctrine of Jesus as the Messiah, by the man .
ifest fulfilment, in all the circumstances of his life and death, of the
word of prophecy, as well as by signs, and wonders, and divers mira
cles, and especially by his glorious triumph over death and the

grave. Enable us, we beseech thee, to give good heed to the pre
cious truths of thy most blessed word, and to wait upon thee in the
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appointed ordinances of thy grace, with humble and believing hearts.
Prepare usmore especially, if thou shalt be pleased to spare us to .
see the light of a new morning, for the solemn duties of the coming

sabbath ; may we read and hear the lively oracles of divine truth
with deep reverence and attention ; may these oracles be applied in
season to our souls ; and grant, we humbly beseech thee, that while

weare yet reading and hearing thy holy word ,the quickening Spirit
may descend from on high , and cause the day to dawn and the day .
star to arise in our hearts. Accept now ,most gracious God , the fee

ble expression of our thanksgiving for all themercies of the past
day and this evening ; forgive, we again entreat thee, our many sins

and shortcomings, and be with us, with all who are near and dear to

us, and with all whom we ought to bear upon our minds at a throne
of grace, throughout the watches of the ensuing night, to bless us

and to do us good, for Christ's sake. Amen

Forty -Eighth Werk .
SABBATH MORNING . — PSALMS CXXXII. CXXXIII.
ETERNAL God, thou art the fountain of light, and life, thou art the
Father of our spirits, thou art the Creator and preserver of univer
sal nature. On the morning of thy day we desire to draw near unto
thee in the name of Christ, and through the aids of his Spirit to wor

ship thee who art a Spirit, in spirit and in truth. Accept us, O God,

in the face of thine Anointed ; blot out our iniquities from the book
of thy remembrance, and bestow upon us in double measure the
blessings of thy grace. Prepare our hearts, O God, as places of rest
for the ark of the covenant, as living temples of holiness, in which

may be celebrated continually the praises of thy glorious and un
searchable mercy. We desire to bless thee with our whole hearts,

that while thou didst in former times speak unto our fathers by the
prophets, giving them the promise of good things to come; thou
hast in these last days spoken unto us, their children , by the mouth

of thine only -begotten and well-beloved Son, whom thou hast now
revealed in all the fulness of grace and truth , and in whom thou hast
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. Webless
thee for all that he did , and taught, and suffered on our account,
and for all that he is still doing, now that he has ascended up on
high to perfect his work in the hearts of his people , and to prepare

for them a place of everlasting rest. We bless thee that we have in
our hands the precious volume of revealed truth, that we enjoy the

privilege of worshipping thee according to the dictates of conscience,
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no man making us afraid, thatthe solemnities ofthe weekly recurring
sabbath have it for their object to call off ourattention from the things
of the world , and to fix it on the enduring realities of eternity ; and
especially that from our earliest years wehave been instructed in the

knowledge of ourGod and Saviour, whom to know in the powerof
his gospel, is life everlasting. Well doth it becomeus to exclaim , un
der emotions of the deepest and most fervent gratitude, Surely the
Lord hath done great and wonderfulthings for us, and things where
of it becometh us to be glad ; he hath not dealt so with any peo .

ple. But alas, Lord , the distinguished privileges which weenjoy can
tend only to deepen our condemnation, unless we are enabled,

through the aids of the living Spirit of grace, to improve them to thy
glory, and to our own good . Forgive, we humbly entreat thee, our

past unfruitfulness under the ministry of thy grace, and quicken us
henceforth by the power of thy Spirit, that wemay yield fruit abun
dantly unto eternal life. Fill, we beseech thee, the mouths of thy
ministering servants among us with the praises of thine everlasting

righteousness, and enable them to show it forth, in all its beauty and

fulness, to those among whom thou hast appointed them to labor in
holy things ; and, O God,make thy people willing in the day of thy
power, clothe them with the garment of praise, and cause them to

shout aloud for joy. Make the horn of David to bud in Zion, and
ordain there thy blessed word as illumined by the light of thine

eternalSpirit, to be to thy people for a light to their feet and a lamp
unto their paths. Pour forth upon us this day, we beseech thee,

the Spirit of prayer and supplication , of love towards thee, our God ,
and of brotherly-kindness and charity towards our fellow -men.

May the prayers of a united people, animated by one common Spirit,
and feeling themselves to be members of that spiritual body ofwhich
Jesus himself is the living head, and thus also members one of
another, united in the bonds of a more than brotherly affection, rise

up before thee this day in gratefulmemorial from the courts of thy
sanctuary, and bring down upon us the blessing which thou hast
commanded , even life for evermore. Be this day in all the worship

ping assemblies of thy people, and carry forth, we beseech thee, to
the ends of the earth the preaching of the everlasting gospel. Has
ten, for thine own name's sake, and for the glory of thy grace, the
happy period when the wilderness and the solitary place shall be

glad, and when the whole earth shall be filled with the knowledge

of the Lord, when the universal church shall be established in love
and peace, and when thy will shall be done on earth as it is in
heaven . Hear us, O God, in heaven thy dwelling-place, and when
thou hearest forgive, and send us an answer ofmercy and peace, for
Christ's sake. Amen .
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SABBATH EVENING . – Psalms cxxxiv. CXXXV.

Holy, holy, holy , Lord God Almighty, who wast, who art, and
who art to come. Thou art glorious in holiness, fearful in praises,
the only proper object of all religious homage and veneration . We
rejoice to know that thou didst so love the world as to send into it

thine only -begotten and well-beloved Son, that whosoever should
believe on him might not perish, but have everlasting life. We

bless thee, that thou hast planted in the midst of us the ministry of
the everlasting gospel ; that thou hast given us free access to the or
dinances of salvation, and that thou hast displayed before our eyes
Jesus Christ, and him

crucified ; that we may obtain redemption

through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches
of his grace. O let it not be our condemnation , that light is come
into the world, and that we have yet preferred the darkness to the
light, through our love of that which is evil. But open our eyes,
we beseech thee, that we may see our lost and perishing state by
nature, and our unspeakable need of Christ to be our Saviour ; that

we may see the folly of every ground of trust which has not for its
foundation the righteousness of God in Christ, and that we may be

led, while the day of grace is yet lengthened out to us, to flee for ref.
uge to lay hold on the hope set before us in the gospel. Impress
effectually on our hearts and consciences what we have this day

read and heard from thy blessed word , and give us that living faith
in its saving truths which worketh by love, which purifieth the
heart, and which overcometh the world . Enlighten us by the teach

ing of thy Spirit from on high, and give us, through him also, the
contrite and believing heart, and the submissive and willing mind ,
that we may be conformed in all things to the pure and spotless ex
ample of our divine Redeemer, having the Lord himself formed
within us, and being fully established in the mind of Christ. Heav
enly Father,make thy grace sufficient for us, perfect thy strength in

our weakness, and work in us in all things both to will and to do of
thy good pleasure. Forgive, we beseech thee, the sins of our holy
things, and more especially the many short-comings and infirmities
that have marked the discharge of our religious duties during the
past day.

Suffer us not to rest satisfied with any attainment wemay

have already made, but teach us to press forward day by day with
increasing eagerness towards the mark , for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus. O God, make it ever the most ear
nest desire of our hearts, to glorify thee in our bodies and in our
spirits which are thine, and to count all things but loss for the ex

cellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord, that we may

win him , and be found in him , not having our own righteousness,
but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which
is of God through faith . Gracious God, follow with thy effectual

blessings the whole religious services in which thy people have been

engaged during the past day. Enable all that have named the name
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of Christ to depart from iniquity, and hasten in its appointed time
the joyful period when the whole earth shall become one vast tem
ple of its Maker 's praise, and when all thy rational creatures shall
be ministering servants at thy holy altar. Wewould thank thee,
now , for all the goodness which thou hast made to pass before us.

Wewould again entreat of thee, the forgiveness of our sins and
short-comings, and we would implore for ourselves,and for all whom
we ought to have upon our minds at a throne of grace, the watchful
care of thy providence throughout the ensuing night. And all that
we ask, and hope to receive, we ask in the name, and through the
mediation of our great Intercessor, to whom ,with thee and the Holy

Spirit, one God, be everlasting praise. Amen.

MONDAY MORNING . JOEL I.
DRAW near now , O Lord , unto us, while we humbly seek to draw
near unto thee; give unto us the spirit of grace and of supplication ,
and that sense of unworthiness and self-abasement, which becomes
creatures laden with sin as we are, in making approach to a thrice
holy God. We bless and praise thee that amid all our unworthiness,
thou hast revealed unto us a way of access, and given us a name to
plead which is above every name. We come before thee in the
name of the Saviour, humble , penitent, anxious believers ; we trust
in his name, and beseech thee to look graciously upon us for his

sake. Weadore thee as the God of our life, and the author of all
our mercies ; we give thee thanks for all thy goodness which thou
hast made to pass before us. Hitherto , we would say, hath the
Lord helped us. Before we knew the hand from which our com

forts flowed, or could raise our souls in gratitude to the Author of
our mercies, thou didst watch over and sustain the interests of our
being. Yet thou art a God of judgment as well as of mercy ; thy

judgments have been abroad in the earth , thou hast madebare thine
arm and smitten the nations ; and truly if thou hadst dealt with us

according to our deservings, if thou hadst laid justice to the line and
equity to the plummet, we had not been here in comfort before thee.
We desire to remember, O Lord, that we are monuments each one

of us of thy great long-suffering, that it is because thy thoughts are
not as ours, nor thy ways as ours, that we are still in the place of
hope. O give us a sanctified use of the dealings of thy providence,
as they are declared in thy word. May they come homewith power
to our souls ; may thy long -suffering in our own case lead us to re
pentance, to a devoted and faithful living unto thee, lest this threat
ening of thy word be at last fulfilled on us, ' he that being often re
proved hardeneth his neck , shall suddenly be destroyed, and that

without remedy.' Help us, Lord, to feel our dependence upon thee

for life,and breath , and all things; that with all our superiority over
the other creatures of this lower world, we are yet as dependent as
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the meanest of them , and have nothing that we have not received ;
that in spiritual things also, as well as in temporal, the blessings
cometh from above ; while Paul may plant, and Apollosmay water,
that the increase is from the Lord . O may the good seed of the
word be implanted and take deep root in our souls ; may it be water
ed with the dew of thy blessing, and be manifested abroad in fruits
of righteousness to thy glory. In all circumstances, O God , we will
look unto thee ; what time our hearts are overwhelmed and in per
plexity, do thou lead us unto the Rock of ages. Give unto us to
experience protection under its shade, and refreshing and comfort
from the stream of blessing that flows from it. Grant that this

spiritual rock may follow us through the burden and heat of this
day ; enable us to realize through the course of it a sense of thy
presence, and to experience the direction and aid of thy Spirit, and

in all that we put our hand unto , have a regard to thy glory. Hear

us in Christ, and accept of us for his sake. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING .— 2 PETER II.
We desire, O Lord, at the close of another day, to draw near unto
thee, and to present our united tribute of thanksgiving and praise
for thy gracious providence which hath watched over us through

out it. We desire to humble ourselves before thee, on account of
our sins of the past day, of thought, of word, and of deed ; we be
seech thee to look in mercy upon us, cause thy countenance yet to

shine upon us, and we shall be saved. We bless thy name for
thy word , which thou hast given us for a light unto our feet, and
a lamp unto our path . O incline our hearts ever so to adopt it ;
and when at any time dubious paths may perplex the mind,
may we turn to this guide, and in its faithful counsels trace the

path of duty ; may we see written , even as with a sunbeam , This
is the way, walk ye in it. O Lord, are not thine eyes upon the
truth ? In the blindness of their hearts inen have sought to pervert
it, even to wrest the scripture to the ruin of souls ; do thou dispel
the mists of human prejudice and error by which it may ever be at
tempted to darken it, and through thy grace may we enabled to
contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. May
thy law be our delight. Like thy servants of old,may we be able to

say of thy testimonies, More to be desired are they than gold ; yea ,
than much fine gold ; sweeter also than honey and the honey .comb.
Our times are in thy hand, thou numberest the days of our genera
tions here ; by the more awful dispensations of thy providence, or in
the silent course of ordinary nature, we are speedily removed from
this earthly scene, and the place that knoweth us now , knows us no
more. Impress our minds, O Lord, with a becoming sense of the
shortness and uncertainty of the period of our present being, that
wemay not crowd its little span with those things that are displeas

ing in thy sight, and which will be recorded in awful' characters
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against us in heaven. May thy judgments which have been abroad
in the earth , touch our hearts, and lead us, in this our day, to seek
for the things which belong to our peace, before they be forever hid
from our eyes. Leave us not, O God , unto ourselves ; we have to

intocaptic to the 6,the golve us thesiemi

mourn over the power of depravity within us, a law in our members
which warreth against the law of our mind. O give us the victory
through Jesus Christ our Lord ; dethrone the god of this world in

our souls, and reign thyself there, to the bringing of every thought,
and feeling , and desire into captivity to the love of Christ. In the
service of sin , which thou hatest, may we never seek for our happi
ness ; save us from the fatal influence of those who would persuade
us to seek it in such a source ; and if we have been favored ever to
taste, even in smallest measure, the comfort of thy service and the
joys of the Spirit, o suffer us not again to be entangied in the yoke

of bondage ; to be found in the dark scenes of earthly pollution .
Butmay our path be as that of the sun when he goeth forth in his
strength , shining more and more unto the perfect day ; may our ev .
idences become clearer both unto ourselves and to others, that thy

glory is our object, and that heaven is our end. Watch over us
during the silence of the coming night ; spare us to see the light of
a new day, and to enter upon its duties. May we rise to engage in

them in the fear of the Lord, to maintain a witness for thee. Hear

us in the Son of thy love, and accept of us for his sake.

TUESDAY MORNING. — JOEL II.
On this morning of a new day we desire, O Lord , to present our
selves before thee ; with prayer and thanksgiving, to draw near unto
the footstool of thy throne. Who shall not fear thee, and glorify thy
name, for thou only art holy ? We have heard with our ears ; the
writings of the fathers have told us, what wonderful works thou didst

in their days. Truly thou hast an arm that is fullof power, strong is
thy hand , and high is thy right hand ; thou art clothed with honor
and with majesty ; clouds and darkness are round about thee, right

eousness and judgment are the habitation of thy throne. We are un
worthy to comeinto thy presence . O that wemay feel our unworthi.'
ness, and be enabled in drawing near to rend ourhearts in true contri.
tion before thee, with godly sorrow thatworketh repentance unto sal
vation , not to be repented of ; to mourn over our own backslidings.

Times and ways withoutnumber, O Lord ,wehave forgotten thee ; we
have wandered upon the mountains of sin and vanity, and theGod
in whose hand our breath is, have we not glorified . We have to la
ment sin committed , and duties omitted , opportunities- lost in which
we might have witnessed more faithfully for thee, and more reso

lutely maintained thy cause . Obe merciful unto us, and pardon

our iniquity, for it is great; far as we have wandered, and grievous
ly as we have sinned, do thou yet remember us with favor ; visit us
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with thy salvation, that wemay see the good of thy chosen, and re
joice in the gladness of thy nation , that we may glory with thine
inheritance. We rejoice to know that when thou afflictest, thou af
flictest not willingly, but for profit, and that behind the gloom of a
present frowning providence there is distinguishable , by the eye of

faith, the smile of a heavenly Father's love ; great are thy promises

of returning favor to thy people when they truly humble themselves
under thy chastening hand. O give us a sanctified use of all thy
dispensations; make them instrumental in bringing us nearer to
thyself, in subduing the enmity of our hearts, and leading us to set
our affections upon those things which are above, whence we look for
thy coming. Help us to maintain upon our souls an expectation of
thy coming, and to cultivate a preparedness and meetness for it.

May we remember that we have no continuing city here, but we
are pilgrims and strangers on the earth, as were all our fathers ;may
we seek ever to possess the feeling of pilgrims; and by the whole
tone of our life and conversation declare plainly that we seek a
country, even an heavenly. We bless thy name that we are able,
in full assurance of faith , to look forward unto a time of great spir .
itual refreshing from thy presence . We humbly pray thee for a
measure of this blessing now , and that our souls may be thus visited
individually . Quicken us, Lord, yet more to thy love ; may our de
sire be yet more toward thy service and our aim yet more for thy

glory. Revive thy work in our neighborhood, and in this family ,
and throughout the earth may thy kingdom come. Direct and be
with us this day ; may we be faithful in all things to thy cause , re
membering the vows which we have left at thine altar. Accept of

us, and vouchsafe unto us an answer in peace, for the Lord Jesus
sake.

Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . — 2 PETER III.
ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, we desire this evening to
bow ourselves before thee ; with the humble confidence of children
to draw near in the service of adoration and praise . We adore
thee as the self-existent Jehovah who art from everlasting to ever
lasting, who sittest upon the throne of the universe, and rulest the
affairs of all worlds. One day is with thee as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day ; when thou hast proposed, none can dis
annul it ; when thou hast stretched forth thine arm ,none can turn it
back . We are of few days; as a flower we come forth and are cut

down, our life flieth as a shadow , and there is none abiding. Every,
thing connected with our existence here is transient and perishing ;
thy word assures us that even the heavens which we behold shall

vanish away as the cloud that covers them , and that the earth on
which we tread shall dissolve like a morning-dream ; that they who
dwell therein shall die in like manner. We believe these solemn
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revelations. O may they possess over us a constraining influence ;
may they lead us to moderate our anxieties after the treasures of
earth ; to strive to sit lightly to all mere worldly joys or sorrows,
and with increasing desire to seek for an inheritance and portion in

heaven. Thou hast vailed in solemn mystery, from all created be
ings, the time of thy second coming ; and hast concealed in mercy

from us the period when our frail bodies shall return to the dust
whence they were taken , and our souls .pass upward to judgment.

Through weakness of our flesh we could not bear the disclosures, yet,
O may the uncertainty which hangs over an issue so momentous, lead
us to watch and be sober, so as this day may not comeupon us un
awares. In whatsoever our hand findeth to do may we be diligent,
that when the Lord cometh we may be found of him in peace, with :
out spot and blameless. Help us to keep our eyes steadily fixed on
the promised glories of immortality, amid the troubles of life to re

member that there remaineth a rest for the people of God , and
under the discouragements in thy service to take comfort from the
assurance that in due season we shall reap if we faint not. Regard
us individually as worshippers before thee ; enlighten what is dark
within us, quicken what is dead to thy love, confirm what is wa

vering, and enable us to follow on yet more to know the Lord, to
grow in grace , and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. We pray for those with whom we are more immediately

connected, kindred and friends, may their souls prosper . We pray
for all our brethren of the world ; may thy word have free course,
and be glorified ; may the Redeemer see largely of the travail of his

soul. Take us this night under thy divine protection ; grant us in
thy great mercy to rest in peace, and to rise in comfort, with our
bodies invigorated, and our souls refreshed from on high ; may we
be permitted to enter upon the duties and trials of a new day. Hear
us in the Beloved, and accept of us for his sake. Amen.

WEDNESDAY MORNING . — JOEL III.
O THOU supreme Creator,and most righteous Governor of the uni.
verse, who doest according to thy will in the army of heaven, and
among the inhabitants of the earth, we adore thy majesty, we stand

in awe before thy mighty power. Thou seest and declarest the end
from the beginning, and orderest all events for the furtherance of thy
glory, and for the good of thine Israel. Wewould trust in thy provi.
dence ; we would rest in thy promises ; we would wait and pray for
the coming of thy kingdom , and for the establishment and consola .
tion of thy redeemed people . We beseech thee, O Lord, to look in

mercy on thine ancient and outcast people. Rebuke and turn the
hearts of their persecutors ; especially deliver them from the bondage
of a hardened and unbelieving mind, and set them again in their own

land, that they may declare the name of the Lord in Zion, and his
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praise in Jerusalem ; thatthe heathen may fear the nameof the Lord,
and all the kings of the earth hls glory. O thou who hast purchased
thy church with thine own blood, do thou protect, and guide, and sus
tain , and abundantly bless thy believing people of every name. Keep
them from the evil that is in the world . Enable them to glorify thee
by their faithful testimony for thy truth , and their holy and unblama
ble conversation .

Prepare them for the trials that are to come upon

the earth. Shorten the times of tribulation , and hasten the univer

sal prevalence of righteousness, and truth , and peace . Be pleased
speedily to remove every obstacle to the progress of thy work . Let
Zion's watchmen see eye to eye. Grant a spirit of love, and of
power, and of a sound mind , to thy weak and distracted church .

Let not Ephraim envy Judah , or Judah vex Ephraim , but let them
join in withstanding thine enemies and their own. Bruise Satan
under thy people 's feet. Defeat his rage. Turn his craft into fool.
ishness. Expose the delusions of Antichrist. Consume that Man
of sin by the breath of thy mouth, and the brightness of thy

coming, and let there be no enemy to hurt or to offend in all thy
holy mountain . We give thee united thanks for the rest of the
night, and for the renewed tokens of thy bountiful kindness with the
opening of a new day. Enable us to glorify thee in thine unde
served gifts. O let thy good hand be upon us for good this day.
Suffer us not to bemoved from our fidelity to thee. Keep us from
ail outward, and from all spiritual ill, and preserve us even to thy

heavenly kingdom , for Christ Jesus' sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . — 1 JOHN I.
O THOU Almighty and most glorious Father, thou eternal Life,
who givest life to thy creatures, and thyself derivest it from none ;
thou uncreated light, in whom is no darkness at all, we, the un.
worthy creatures of thy hand , would bow before thy footstool in deep

est reverence and humility. How shall we find acceptance in thy
sight ? We are but of yesterday, feeble, ignorant, and wholly de
pendent on thee, and yet we have sinned ; we have wandered far
from the most pure light of thy presence ; we have walked in dark.
AUSS, and by our unfruitful works of darkness we have ofttimes pro
voked thy righteous wrath . Oh ! we thank thee that thou hast pitied
us in our guilty and miserable estate ; that thou hast sent thy dear

Son to deliver us, and to restore us to light and life with thyself.

Blessed be thy name for the privilege of confessing our sins, and re
turning to thee as a Father, compassionate and reconciled through
the blood of Jesus Christ. Do thou now pity us ; accept and heal

us, ( our Father in heaven. For Jesus' sake, forgive us our sins,
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Othou eternal and most

blessed Word , thou only light and life of a fallen world , we bless
thee for thy designs of love, conceived while in the bosom of the Fa
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ther, towards the sinful children of men. We praise thee, that in
the fulness of time thou didst become manifest in the flesh, submit
ting to be born of a woman, and to carry our griefs, and to bear our
infirmities ; especially that thou didst endure an accursed death , that
thus becoming sin for us, wemight be made the righteousness of God

in thee. Let us gladly receive the testimony of them who saw and
believed , that we may obtain the blessedness of those who have not

seen and yet have believed . For this end send thy Holy Spirit of
promise into our hearts. O vouchsafe more and more of the gift of
thy good Spirit, thatwemay know thee not only by the hearing of
the ear, but in the daily and blessed experience of our souls ; that in

holy fellowship with thee and with all saints, our joy may be full,
and that wemay abound in the fruits of righteousness which are to

thy praise. We thank thee, O Lord, for thy continued and unmerited
goodness ; that the outgoings of the morning and the evening are
still made to rejoice over us. We commit ourselves, and all who

are dear to us, to thy keeping this night. Under a sense of thy

blessing let us lie down and not be afraid , and so our sleep shall be
sweet. On a new day may we rise to praise thee, and let goodness
and mercy follow us all the days of our life . Look in mercy on all

who are in distress . Give them a speedy issue out of their afflic.
tions ; meantime be pleased to sustain
er of deand
e of, ttohowcomfort,
ij
ate ttohemsanctify
statgreat
aatvic
them . Prepare the dying for their
change.
Give them
tory over death , and him who has the power of death , by faith in
Jesus. We pray for the good estate of thy church . Do thou puri
h. Ple ,, aand
he and
nd protect
tfy,
eartextend
hotect it.
it. God be merciful unto us as a pro
fessing people, and bless us, and so his way shall be known upon
the earth, and his saying health unto all nations. Hear, and an
swer, and accept us, for the Redeemer's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . - AMOS 1.
O THOU everlasting and unchangeable Sovereign, who rulest in
the heavens, and on the earth, and doest whatsoever seemeth thee

good ; thou art to be adored, and loved, and served, for thou art
supremely excellent in thyself, and thy governments is directed by
unerring wisdom , and perfect rectitude, and boundless goodness.
Thou dwellest in Zion , and art there seated on a throne of grace,

dispensing blessings to thy humble and believing people. We
would desire, as a family , on this morning of a new day, to come
to thee with the voice of praise and prayer.

O let us partake

of the satisfying provision of Zion, and as Zion 's children make us
joyful in thee our gracious King. Thou hast made reconciliation
for iniquity by the death and obedience of thy Son. Thou art very

good and merciful to all who come unto thee by Christ. Let us
taste of thy grace. O save us by the almighty power of thy Spirit.
Thou art terrible, O righteous Father, in thy vengeance against the
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workers of iniquity. Even out of Zion wilt thou roar against thine
enemies. Preserve us from turning the grace of our Lord into
lasciviousness, and bringing upon ourselves swift destruction . Let
us delight to obey thy holy precepts, with fear and trembling may
we work out our salvation from the power of sin. We are now
about to mingle anew in an evil world . We go forth trusting in

thee. O Lord, enable us faithfully te perform its duties, and stead
fastly to resist its wickedness . Let us not love the world, nor any
evil thing that is in the world . Save us especially from the power
of covetousness. Grant us in all our dealings with our fellow -men ,

a spirit of equity , and meekness , and forbearance , and love, that not

by our lips only, but in our lives, we may adorn Christ's doctrine,
and show forth his praise . We praise thee for thy distinguished

kindness to us as a nation, that in so great a degree we have been
exempted from the outward messengers of thy wrath , from the ills

of famine, and pestilence, and the sword, especially that thou hast
established thy testimony and thy law in the midst of us, and that
from the fathers to the children , the message of thy grace is made

known. We acknowledge our unfaithfulness, and our many back
slidings. Weconfess that we have even deserved to perish with the
nations and kingdoms that have opposed Christ. O grant us, uni
versally , the spirit of repentance and fidelity to thee. Let our earth .
ly sovereign rule in thy fear. Let all who are in authority over us
be subject unto the Lord Jesus Christ, that we, under them , may

lead quiet, and peaceable, and godly lives, and that glory may dwell
in our land. Wepray that the kingdom of Christ may speedily ex
tend to all lands. Let all the kings fall down before Messiah , and

let all nations serve him ; and to thee , O Father, and to the Son, and

to the Holy Ghost, be ascribed the glory, the dominion, and the
power, now and forever. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . - 1 JOHN II.
WE desire again , O Almighty Father, to come into thy most holy
presence, and to spread before thee our returning wants. Let our
prayer be set forth before thee as incense, and the lifting up of our
hands as the evening sacrifice . Wehave, anew , to profess our short.
comings and our offences. Our own hearts condemn us, and thou
art greater than our hearts. How much more then are we con
demned in thy pure sight ? We feel our constant need to have re
course to that fountain which thou hast opened for sin and for un .

cleanness. Forgive, for Jesus' sake, whatever thou hast seen amiss
in our temper and conduct during the past day. Speak peace to our
souls by the blood of Jesus. Wash us from all our filthiness, and

let us lie down in such a frame of mind that should we never wake
again in this world , wemay be meet for waking in thy presence, and

beholding thy face in righteousness. If thou shalt be pleased to
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spare us to a new day, suffer us not to turn again unto folly. En .
able us to value the lengthening out of our days only that wemay
grow in grace, and finish thy work . Cause us, O Lord, to grow in
holy love. Deliver us from the power of all selfish passions, and let
us walk towards all men after the example of Christ's unspeakable
love to us. Save us from the love of this presentevil world . Teach

Holy lovetowards alls from the worldly ja and the

us the insufficiency of every worldly joy, and the ungodliness of
every worldly lust, that when the world and the lust thereof shall

have passed away, we may find an abiding portion in thy favor. O
save us from the wiles of antichristian deceivers. Grant us an unc
tion from the Holy One, that wemay know the truth , and cleave to

it, and that, abiding in thy holy truth , we may abide in the Son and
* in the Father. We would bear the necessities of our brethren on

our spirits at thy footstool. Be the friend of our friends. Reward
our benefactors. Forgive our enemies if we have any, and grant
us hearts also to forgive them , as we seek forgiveness from thee.
Do good unto them that are good. Pity and reclaim all who are out
of the way. Have compassion on the multitudes who are sitting in
darkness and the shadow of death. Let all nations be blessed in
Jesus, and let all nations call him blessed . Pour out thy Spirit
abundantly on the parish and congregation to which we belong.
Give increasing wisdom , and fidelity, and strength to thy servant
who is over us in the Lord, and to all who are called to labor in thy
work . Prosper them greatly in their faithful labors, and let the souls

of thine elect be speedily gathered in, and the praise and the glory
shall be thine own, through Jesus Christ. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING . - AMOS IV .
O LORD God of hosts , we adore thee as almighty, all-wise, and
most holy, the maker and preserver of all. Give us grace to wor

ship thee with sincerity and truth, for thou knowest and declarest
to man what is his thought. May we be humbled under the affect
ing record which thy word contains of the deceit and depravity of
our hearts.

Thy grace alone restrains us from the excesses which

provoked thine anger against thine ancient people . Our presump
tuous sins and secret faults might justly have moved thee to visit us
with thy judgments, and cast us utterly away . Even in our offer
ings, and sacrifices, and solemn assemblies, we multiply transgression .
Yet, O Lord, in the midst of deserved judgments, thou still remem

berest mercy.

Thou hast passed by before us, and proclaimed

thy name, The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suf
fering, and abundant in goodness and truth . For thy name's sake
pardon our iniquities, for they are very great. We plead the un
changing promise of the new covenant, I will be merciful to their
unrighteousness, and their sins and iniquities will I remember no

more . Create also within us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right
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Cast us not away from thy presence, and take not

thy Holy Spirit from us. May the fruits of that Spirit, love, joy,
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith , meekness, tempor
ance, be matured in our hearts, and exhibited in our lives. As thou

hast appointed a day in which thou wilt judge the world in right
eousness by that Man whom thou hast ordained , may we give all
diligence to prepare to meet our God .

Increase our faith , and bring

us more powerfully and habitually under the influence of things un .
seen and eternal.

The life which we now live in the flesh , may we

live by the faith of the Son ofGod , who loved us and gave himself
for us. Impress us deeply with the shortness and uncertainty of
life ; and seeing that all earthly things must soon be dissolved, may
we, in all holy conversation and godliness, be looking and preparing
for the coming of the day ofGod. We thank thee for the gifts and
mercies of thy providence. How great is the sum of them ! if we
would count them , they are more than the sand ; when we awake
we are still with thee. Wehave laid us down and slept ; we have

awaked ; for the Lord sustained us. Thy mercies and compassions
are new every morning; great is thy faithfulness. May goodness
and mercy follow us during this day, spreading a table for us in the

wilderness, delivering us from dangers and temptations, and strength
ening us for all duties. Be the portion of our kindred, and adopt

them into that family whose members Christ will own for his breth
ren . Be the refuge of the afflicted , and may tribulation yield to

them the peaceable fruits of righteousness. Bless the church of
Christ with peace and prosperity ; upon all its members may the

Lord command the blessing, even life for evermore . May the dis
persed of Israel soon be gathered in ; for thou hast promised to bring

thy seed from the east, and to gather them from the west ; to say to
the north, Give up ; and to the south, Keep not back : bringmy sons
from afar, and my daughters from the ends of the earth. Let thy
kingdom come, when all the kingdoms of this world shall become

the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ, and he shall reign for
ever and ever. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING.— 1 John III.
O RIGHTEOUS and eternal God ! in thy free and sovereign grace
receive us as thy children , and impart to us a filial spirit, that with

all liberty we may have access to thee as our Father in heaven.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
predestinated us unto the adoption of children , according to the good
pleasure of thy will. Everlasting praise be unto thee, O Saviour,
who givest power to such as believe on thy name to become the sons
ofGod . And we magnify thee, O divine and most gracious Spirit,

who by thine inhabitation beaiest witness with our spirit that we

are the children of God . Adored be thy name that we, who were
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the children of disobedience and wrath , have been translated into

thy family and become heirs of glory. Make us sensible that we
were by nature even as others, guilty and polluted, and that all our
privileges and prospects redound to the praise of the glory of thy

grace, wherein thou hast made us accepted in the Beloved. May
the hope set before us exert a hallowed and purifying influence upon
our souls, transforming usmore and more into the holy and beauti.

ful image of Jesus. Enable us to abide in him , and then shall we
glorify thee our Father , by bringing forth much fruit unto right
eousness.

The Lord make us to increase and abound in love one

toward another, and toward allmen . Of the abundance with which
thou blessest us, make us willing to communicate to the wants of

others ; imbue us deeply with that love which moved the Redeemer

to lay down his life for us. Seal us with that Holy Spirit of promise ,
which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession. Preserve us, o God , from temptations, cor
ruption , and grievous sins which wound the conscience, lest we

grieve thy Holy Spirit. We thy children are weak , dependent, and
ignorant ; O our Father instruct, protect, and provide for us.
Chasten us for our profit, that we may be partakers of thy holiness ;
and let us not despise thy chastenings, nor faintwhen we are rebuked
of thee. We pray that the heathen and all families of the earth may

soon know and call upon thy name, and that all kindreds of the
nations may worship before thee as a reconciled Father. May the
country to which we belong be a land wherein dwelleth righteous.
ness . Unite our relatives to thyself as thy children by adoption .

May the afflicted know that thou chastenest because thou lovest them ,
and thus possess their souls in patience. In thy pity , O Father, for:
give the sins of this day, and make us grateful for its mercies.
Keep us this night, for thou neither slumberest nor sleepest ; and

let our sleep be sweet and refreshing. If the Lord will, may we
awake in health and peace, Lo devote our preserved lives to his ser

vice. Let our prayer be set forth before thee as incense , and the
lifting up of our hands as the evening sacrifice, for Christ 's sake.
Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . - AMOS v.
Holy, holy, holy, Lord of hosts ! the whole earth is full of thy
glory. Wherewith shall we come before the Lord, and bow our.

selves before the high God ? If thou, Lord , shouldest mark ini.
quities, O Lord, who shall stand ? Thou knowest our manifold
iniquities and grievous sins ; they are more than the hairs of our
head ; they have been done against clear light, against many mer

cies, and against the motions and strivings of thy Holy Spirit. We
have sinfully given that glory to the creature which was due to thee,
the ever-blessed Creator. We have not done justly , nor loved

mercy, nor walked humbly with our God. If thou hadst laid judg
46
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ment to the line, and righteousness to the plummet, we had been
found altogether perverse . O mostmerciful God , no sacrifices which
we can offer, can atone for sin ; enable us to look with faith and

penitence to the great sacrifice once offered upon the cross, even
Jesus. Webless thee that when thou hadst no pleasure in burnt

offerings and sacrifices, he said , Lo, I come to do thy will, O God.
May he be made of thee unto us wisdom , and righteousness, and

sanctification, and redemption. Encouraged by thy gracious invita
tions, we desire to seek thee in the way appointed in thy word .
While we seek thee in prayer, be thou found of us. Fulfil unto us

thy promise, Ye shall live. Begin in each of us thy good work, and
carry it forward unto perfection. Let our minds be filled with spir
itual light, and our whole souls with zeal for thy glory. Fulfil in

us all the good pleasure of thy goodness, and the work of faith with
power. Animated by promises, may we give all diligence to adorn
the doctrine of our God and Saviour, by adding to our faith virtue,

knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly -kindness, and
we shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our

Lord Jesus Christ. We pray for the spread and enlargement of the
Redeemer's kingdom . May every valley soon be exalted , and every

mountain and hill made low , and the crooked made straight, and the

rough places made plain . Let thy glory , O Lord, be revealed, and
all flesh see it together. We would bear on our spirits before thee,

the interests of those to whom we are united by any of the ties of

thy providence ; enrich them with thy favor, which is life, and with
thy loving-kindness, which is better than life ; let none of them be
wanting when thou makest up thy jewels. Visit, in compassion , the
sons and daughters of affliction. According as their day is, such
may their strength be. Impart consolation to those who are mourn
ing over the bereavements which death occasions, and enable them
to bow before thy holy will. Accept our thanksgiving for the mer.
cies of the past night and this morning. During this day we com

mend us to thee, and to the word of thy grace, which is able to build
us up, and to give us an inheritance with them that are sanctified .
And all that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . — 1 JOHN IV .
WE bless thee, O thou high and holy One who inhabitest eternity ,
whose name is Holy, that though thou dwellest in the high and holy

place , thou dwellest with him also that is of a contrite and humble
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble , and the heart of the con
trite ones. For this spirit of humility and contrition we earnestly

pray. Open our eyes that we may discern the spirituality of thy
law , that we may die to self-righteousness. Pour out upon us a

spirit of grace and of supplication, that looking upor him whom we
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have pierced, we may mourn as one mourneth for an only son, and
be in bitterness as one that is in bitterness for his first-born . Give
us that godly sorrow for sin which worketh repentance unto salva

tion, not to be repented of. While wemourn over our ingratitude
and sinfulness, may thy Spirit enable us to apprehend thy mercy in
Christ Jesus. We rejoice to know that in him thou art å just God ,

and yet a Saviour, and that it is consistent with thy holiness, and
conducive to thy glory, freely to dispense that mercy which we need .

Adored be thy name, that mercy and truth have met together, that
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. Wemagnify and
praise thee for the amazing manifestation of thy love in the gift of

thine only-begotten Son . Herein is love, not that we loved thee,
but that thou lovedst us, and sentest thy Son to be the propitiation
for our sins. May we love thee, because thou first lovedst us. And
as thou hast so loved us, may we, O Lord , love one another with a

pure heart fervently . Blot out, as a thick cloud, our transgressions,
and as a cloud, our sins. May thy grace, that bringeth salvation ,

teach us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world ; looking for that bles
sed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Sa

viour, Jesus Christ ; who gave himself for us, that he might redeem
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zeal

ous of good works. We pray for the interests of the Redeemer's
kingdom throughout the world . May the time, even the set time,
to favor Zion, soon arrive. In this neighborhood , in all parts of our

native land, and throughout the habitable earth , may the joyful
sound of the gospel be heard ; and let it come not in word only, but
in demonstration of the Spirit, and with power. We acknowledge

with gratitude the goodness and mercy which have attended us dur
ing the past day and week. We commend our bodies and spirits to
thy guardian care, during the hours of silence and of darkness. Pre

pare us,and all the household of faith , for the services and privileges
of the approaching sabbath. In every tabernacle may there be the

voice of joy and health ; and on every dwelling-place ofmount Zion ,
and on all her assemblies, may the Lord create a cloud and smoke
by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night ; and upon all the
glory let there be a defence. Now unto him that is able to keep us

from falling, and to present us faultless before the presence of his

glory with exceeding jc7 ; to the only wise God, our Saviour, be
glory and majesty, dominion and power,both now and ever. Amen .
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Forty -Plinth Week.
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALM CXXXVI.

On this, another sabbath morning, would we desire, with feelings
becoming our situation, to approach thy throne, O thou who art the
God of heaven, and whose mercy endureth forever, earnestly implor
ing thy gracious presence, and the answer of our petitions, through

him whom thou hearest always, and in whom thou art ever well
pleased . We adore thee as that eternal, self-existent, and omnipo .

tent Being who didst create the heavens and the earth ,who didst set
a tabernacle for the sun , and hast ordained the moon and the stars.
Thou art continually doing wonders, and thy tender mercies are over
all thy works. Thou didst remember thy covenant with Abraham

thy servant, and in thy faithfulness didst bring his seed, when thou
sawest their affliction , and heardest their cry because of their task .

masters, from the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. In
the greatness of thy excellency thou didst overthrow them that rose
up against thee and thy chosen. In thymercy thou didst lead forth
the people which thou hadst redeemed . Thou didst guide them in
thy strength unto thy holy habitation . Thou didst bring them in
and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance ; in the place,
O Lord, which thou hadst made for thee to dwell in ; in the sanctu

ary, O Lord, which thy hands had established . And when in utter
forgetfulness of the marvellous things which thou hadst done for
them , their posterity sinned with their fathers, and committed ini
quity , and did wickedly ; and thou in thy righteous displeasure hadst
delivered them over to their enemies, who carried them away cap

tives to Babylon , thou didst think on them in their low estate, and
turn again their captivity as streams in the south .

In thy dealings

with thy people of old , would we desire to behold thy dealings with
us, who also have forsaken the Lord, and lightly esteemed the Rock
of our salvation . Thou hast rescued us from a far more wretched

and galling than Egyptian slavery ; from the thraldom of sin , from

the tyranny of Satan, from the power of the grave, and from the sec
ond death . All these wonders thou hast performed for us by the

voluntary humiliation, sufferings, and crucifixion of thy only -begot
ten Son, the brightness of thy glory, and the express image of thy
person ; and through the effectual application to our souls, of the re
demption purchased by the Lord our righteousness, by the Spirit of

holiness, one with thee, and the eternalWord , God over all, blessed

forever. May we then , O Lord , be filled this morning with that
peace which passeth understanding,when we think on thy preserv
ing goodness ; and especially when we dwell on the love in Jesus
wherewith thou hast loved us, and in the exercise of our lost affec

tions, purified by the Sanctifier, and set on things above, may we go

SABBATH EVENING.)

FORTY -NINTH WEEK .

720

he solemnities of the sanctuary,
etime iinn tthe
to thy house of prayer, Lengage
and hear for eternity
.
Let
thy
presence
thy servant who is
at" ddevotions,
evotion and to instruct usbeinwith
so thour
Gtoris lead
what thou requirest of
us ; so that he who soweth,and they who reap,may rejoice together .
Graciously hear us, O Lord, in these our humble supplications, and
when thou hearest, forgive and answer, for the Redeemer's sake.
Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . — PSALMS CXXXVII. CXXXVIII.
LORD, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations. We
give thee thanks for all the blessings of the past day, and that thou
hast in abundant mercy allowed another sabbath to close around us

in peace. We bless thee, O thou God of ordinances, that we have
been permitted to appear in thy courts, to join with the congrega
tion of saints in the songs of praise , and to hear instruction from

that word, which is one of the chief instruments thy Spirit employs
for making sinners wise unto salvation. We confess, O Lord, the
wanderings of our hearts, and the coldness of our affections, even
when engaged in the solemn duties of the sanctuary . Wewould
feel, O thou who art of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, that our
sins are too often increased and aggravated by the very means which

we use to obtain the forgiveness of them . Revive thy work, O God,
in the midst of the years, and in the midst of us ; in the midst of the

years, and in the midst of us,make known thy grace and thy truth ;
in deserved wrath , remember and exercise utterly undeserved mercy .
But while we are in the undisturbed possession of the freely be
stowed and precious privileges of the gospel, we would bear on our

minds the state of thy visible church in the days of old ; when the
enemy entered the city of thy people's solemnities ; when the hea
then came into thine inheritance ; when they defiled thy holy tem

ple , and laid Jerusalem on heaps. And wewould fear, O Lord, lest
we by our lukewarmness, our indifference, and our sins, should pro
voke thee, though judgment is thy strange work , to remove our can

dlestick out of its place, and leave us in the deepest spiritual dark .

ness. Wewould tremble, O Lord , lest thou shouldest withdraw for .
ever the light of thy countenance from us, because we have dealt de
ceitfully in thy covenant, and have not known the day of our merci.
ful visitation . O in thy loving-kindnesses, which have been of old
forever, forbid that we should be compelled to hang our harps on
the willows, and weep when we remember Zion . And whatever may

be the trials by which thou art to prove the faith and patience of the
saints, may we rest with assured confidence on thy promise , that
thou wilt bring thy church in safety through all her difficulties and
dangers, and compass her, and all who pray for her prosperity and
peace, with songs of deliverance. To encourage us in our exertions
for the good of Jerusalem , lead us, O Lord , with thy servant the

sweet singer of Israel, to meditate on thy former doings in our be
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half ; to look forward in faith to the period when the interests of the
Redeemer shall be the interests of every one whom the Redeemer
has exalted in the earth ; and when in the well-grounded belief that
we and our land are once more married to the Lord , the work of

righteousness shall be peace, and the effect of peace, quietness and
assurance forever. Influenced by these desires, and animated by
such hopes, we would commit ourselves to rest this night, praying
that we may be satisfied early on another morning with thy mercy ,

and that all our days we may rejoice and be glad in thee. May the
words of our mouths, and themeditations of our hearts, be accepta ble in thy sight, through Jesus our strength and our Redeemer.
Amen .

MONDAY MORNING . — AMOS IX.
Wewill both lay us down in peace and sleep, for thou, Lord, only
makest me dwell in safety . Ever blessed be thy name, O thou who
keepest Israel, that we have in our experience again realized the
humble expectations thus expressed in thy ever-watchful providence.
Thou hast made the out-goings of the evening, as well as of the morn

ing,to rejoice over us, and we are still before thee living monuments
of thy preserving mercy. Not unto us, O God,not unto us,but unto

thy name give glory, for thy mercy and for thy truth 's sake. We
adore thee for the high privilege of having thy holy word still in
our hands ! May thy Spirit write it on the table of our hearts ! We

would particularly at this time, desire to profit by the contemplation
of thy dispensations to the people whom thou didst choose for thine
own, that to them thou mightest reveal thy will, and manifest thy
glory. We would trace thy sovereign goodness in their unspeak
able blessings, and thy as sovereign justice in their dreadful punish

ment. Their sins separated between them and their God, and con
strained thee, the Lord of hosts, weary with repenting, to touch their
land and it melted , and all that dwelt therein mourned , and it rose

up wholly like a flood, and was drowned as by the flood of Egypt.
Thine eyes were upon the sinful kingdom ; but thou didst not make
a full end of the house of Jacob ; for thou hadst reserved unto thy
self a remnant, according to the election of grace. Weknow , O God,
that it wasbecause of unbelief that they fell, and that we can stand
only by faith . Let us not then be high -minded, but fear. Enable

us, O Lord , to behold thy goodness and thy severity ; on them who
fell, severity ; but towards us goodness, if we continue in thy good.
ness, otherwise we also shall be cut off. Our hearts ' desire and

prayer to God for Israel is, that they may be saved ; and we praise
thee, with whom all things are possible, that thou hast ordained that

they shall not abide in unbelief, and that thou wilt graft them into
the good olive-tree again ; for this is thy covenant unto them when
thou shalt take away their sins. In their behalf, O Lord, we plead

thy own promise, that thou wilt arise and have mercy upon Zion ,
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and that the time to favor her,yea, the set time, will assuredly come.
He that testifieth these things, saith, Surely I come quickly ; even
so come, Lord Jesus. And while we thus pray for the conversion
and restoration of thine ancient people, we would earnestly suppli.
cate restraining, strengthening, and confirming grace for ourselves.
Fulfil in us all the good pleasure of thy goodness, and the work of
faith with power, that we may enter on the duties of a new day in

the sustaining belief that we are under thy gracious protection , and
that as thou hast delivered our souls from death , thou wilt also pre.
serve our eyes from tears, and our feet from falling. May thy Spirit
inspire the resolution , and enable us individually to keep it, I will
walk before the Lord in the land of the living. Let thy mercy, O

Lord, in Christ, be upon us, according as we desire to hope in thee.
Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . – 1 JOHN V.
OTHOU God , whose we are, and whom we desire to serve, we
adore thee that thou hast once more blessed us with an opportunity

of assembling, as a family, in thy presence, for the purpose of singing
thy praise, of reading thy word, and pouring out our souls before
thee. Sanctify to our spiritual improvement and growth in grace,
that portion of holy scripture which has now been brought under

our consideration, and from it may we learn wisdom . May we see

more clearly the nature , apprehend more distinctly the excellence,
and partake more rejoicingly of the triumphs of that saving princi
ple which overcometh the world , and will enable us to pass through
it as strangers and pilgrims who look for a city which hath founda
tions, whose builder and maker is God . It is to thee, O thou triune
Jehovah , that we would render our thanksgivings for devising, exe

cuting, and completing the scheme of our redemption, and most ear
nestly do we pray that we may have the witness in ourselves that
thou hast given unto us eternal life, and that none shall be able to
pluck us out of thy hand . And being placed by thy grace in this
blessed state, we would support our hearts with the belief that thou
wilt hear us at all times from thy sanctuary, and strengthen us out
of Zion. Weknow , O Lord, that all unrighteousness is sin ; we feel
our own exceeding sinfulness, and that we can entertain no hopes of
pardon but through the sufferings and intercession of him who came

by water and blood , even Jesus Christ, and on him therefore would

we rely exclusively for wisdom and righteousness, sanctification and
redemption . Perfect in us, we beseech thee, O God of our salvation ,
the gracious work which thou hast begun, so that through the in
dwelling influences of thy Spirit, we may not wilfully and delibe
rately transgress that law which is holy, and just, and good. O may
we have indeed been begotten of thee, and in thy might may we

keep ourselves from evil, so that the wicked one may be effectually

restrained from touching, tempting, and leading us to forget that we
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are the Lord's. And as we are persuaded that the whole world lieth
in wickedness, wewould offer up our supplications for all whom thou
hast notas yet visited with the day-spring from on high. Show them ,
O Lord, that thy Son has come to pay the penalty due by the guilty,
and to make peace by the blood of his cross.

O give them an un

derstanding of their real state and prospects, that through the com
munications of thy grace they may know experimentally as the only
Saviour, him that is true, in whom thou seest no iniquity in Jacob ,
» and no perverseness in Israel. May they be satisfied of his all-suffi
ciency to redeem , from the conviction which thy Spirit alone can
produce in them , that he is the true God, the Prince of life, and the
Author of eternal salvation to all them that obey him . May the

arms of thy protection be around us this night, and thus guarded
we will fear no evil ; and if we shall be permitted to open our eyes
on the light of another morning, may our first thoughts be of thee,
and of what thou hast done for us ; and may it be the firm purpose
of our souls to devote ourselves henceforth and forever to the ser
vice of him who is the health of our countenance, and our God .

Hear us, O Lord, and answer us, for the Redeemer's sake.

TUESDAY MORNING . – OBADIAH.

BLESSED be the Lord God who hath guarded us during the un
conscious hours of sleep, and raised us in health and safety to be
hold the cheering light of a new day ! O grant that our sins may
be scattered with the morning cloud ; and that, like the risen sun,

wemay be prepared to run the race of piety and duty this day. We
are not worthy, o our God, fo render thee praise for thy goodness,
far less to impiore the protection and help which are needful to keep
us safe , and good , and happy ; but we come before thee, not in our
own name; we come in the name, and plead the merits of him who
died, the just for the unjust, and who ever liveth to make interces
sion for us. Webelieve that for his sake thou art willing, notmerely
to accept our persons and services, but to bestow upon us all the

blessings we need , and greater blessings than we can ask . Vouch.
safe us then , O God , we beseech thee, grace to lay now to heart, and

to reduce this day to practice, the solemn lessons of thy holy word .
Help us to act on the conviction , that thou art faithful in visiting for
sin , not less than in rewarding righteousness; and that though the
wicked exalt themselves as the eagle , and set their nest among the
stars, yet thence wilt thou bring them down. O let us not hope,
thatbecause sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily,

therefore our sins shall not at last find us out. Instead of deceiving

ourselves through the pride of our hearts, and supposing that our
mountain standeth strong, may we cease from every refuge of lies,
and from every arm of created might, and put our trust in thee, the
only Rock of salvation . Instead of ranging ourselves with the ene
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mies of thy church and people, and rejoicing over them , and speak
ing proudly in the day of their distress,may we seek the peace of
Jerusalem , and cast in our lot with those upon whom thou hast de
clared that there shall be deliverance and holiness. From every.
thing that is hateful in thy sight, and injurious to our own or our
brother's well-being, do thou defend us, o God ; and whatsoever is
honorable to thee , and good for us, do thou be pleased, even though
we have asked it not, to bestow upon us. Prosper thine own cause,
O Lord , throughout the world . Let them be confounded and turned

back who hate Zion ; let them be as the grass which withereth be
fore it grow up ! Thou didst remember Edom , the enemy of thy
people Israel, and didst reward her as she had se :ved them ; cover
ing her with shame, and cutting her off forever : so let all thine ene
mies perish, O Lord ! But let them that love thee be as the sun
when he goeth forth in his strength . Favorably regard that branch

of the church of Christ to which we belong ; the parish in which we

dwell ; and thy servants who minister in the same. And graciously
remember and reward all among us who bring forth good fruit and

are rich in faith and in charity ; for their earthly things, giving them
heavenly ; for their temporal, eternal; for their corruptible, those

which do not decay. All we ask is in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Lord and Saviour. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . — 2 JOHN.
By thy goodness, O Lord, we find ourselves before the throne of
thy grace, at the close of another day. To some of our fellow -crea
tures, the day has been a season of bodily anguish ; to some a time
of mental distress ; to others a passage through affliction to death .

But to us it has been a day of health ; of soundness of mind ; of
personal comfort; of means of improvement ; of unnumbered mer.
cies. Bless the Lord, o our souls, and forget not all his benefits,

who keepeth our feet from falling, our eyes from tears, and our souls
from death. Alas ! that our conduct has been so little accordant

with thy mercies, O our God. Furnished by thy fatherly goodness
with so many new reasons for loving and serving thee, we ought to
have this day conquered some sin , and added to our acts of virtue ;
we ought to have grown in love to Christ, and in love to one anoth
er ; in knowledge of thy truth, and in zeal for thy commandments :

instead of which, we have been content, to live in great forgetful
ness of the God of our mercies, and in grievous unconcern about
thy cause and glory ; and have only added to the load of guilt which
days, and months, and years have been accumulating. O God, have
mercy upon us, and take away our sins. Have respect, we pray
thee, to the merits and advocacy of him who became incarnate , and

suffered, and died for our redemption. For his sake, forgive our
sins, and restore us to thy favor ; a rew heart do thou also give us ;
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and from all our idols do thou cleanse us. As thou condescendest
to give us the name of thy children, be pleased also to ccnfer the
spirit of sons, even love to thee our Father, confidence in thy good
ness, and jealousy of thine honor. As thou permittest us to call
ourselves after Christ, be pleased also to shed upon our souls a spirit

of devotedness to his cause, a holy zeal for his glory, and a double
portion of his mind and temper. As thou commandest us to love .
each other, and all our Christian brethren in the truth , be pleased

also to enable us to exercise towards all men that charity which re

joiceth not in iniquity , but rejoiceth in the truth ; and which re
gardeth nothing as good for a brother, which is not good for his soul.
And these great and precious blessings, do thou mercifully grant
us now , even now , ( our God ; so that though we deserve never

more to rise from the beds whither we now go, wemay yet both lay
us down in peace, and awake in safety, thy hand sustaining us. For

all who are dear to us, as for ourselves, we entreat thy blessings.
Let thy covering wings be over us all ; thy protecting armsaround
us all. And grant, that at the last, when the shadows of the long
night shall have fallen on our path , wemay dwell together in that

blessed land where there is no darkness, and no sin , neither any
more death . And now may grace be with us, mercy, and peace ,
from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of

the Father, in truth and love. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING .— JONAH I. II.
WE worship and praise thee, O Lord God, as the author of all our
mercies. Though we are altogether unworthy of thy regard , thou
hast ever displayed, thou still displayest, the most benevolent con
cern for our well-being. From unbeginning eternity thy delights

were with the sons of men ; and in the fulness of time thou didst
send forth thy well-beloved Son to die for usmen, and for our sal
vation . Thou hast built a fair world for us to dwell in . Thou

hast bestowed upon us bodies curiously made, and souls wondrously
endowed . Thou hast caused our cup to run over with temporal
mercies. And so good and gracious art thou , that even the adversi
ties which mingle in our lot, are all ordered, regulated , and over
ruled through thy mercy, so as to advance our welfare, to make

us sit loose to a sinfulworld , and to shut us up to thyself, the only
rest and portion of the immortal soul. We desire to esteem it a
new token of thy goodness, O God , that we have been all spared to
begin another day in peace. Our sleep might have been death ;
our bed might have been in hell ; fire might have consumed our

dwelling ; wicked men might have spoiled our goods.

But thou

hast been our shade on our right hand , and the voice of health and

rejoicing is still heard under our roof. O grant that our conduct
before thee this day, may be in some good degree answerable to

WEDNESDAY EVENING.]

FORTY-NINTH WEEK .

731

thine invariable conduct towards us. Let not a day begin in pro
fessions of gratitude, and end in acts of heartless forgetfulness and

rebellion. May the Holy Spirit dwell in each of our hearts to defend
us against such an issue. May he strengthen us to watch against
evil ; to be diligent and conscientious in our several callings ; care
ful of our time ; thankful for our mercies; gentle and considerate in
our mutual intercourse ; patient under our crosses and vexaticps.
Should bad example allure us, may he enable us to resist its influ
ence. Should scenes of temptation invite us, may he enable us to
turn from them and pass away. Should the black shadows of ad .
versity fall on our path , may he enable us to pierce the cloud with
the eye of faith, and to bear the rod, and him who sends it. Through
out the day, may we have grace to secure, at whatever sacrifice of
personal feeling, and at whatever risk of ridicule , the sweet testi
mony of a good conscience ; and being thus upheld , and guided,
may we find ourselves, at its close , a stage nearer to the heavenly
rest, as well as to the end of this transitory life . Dwell with us as a

household , making our habitation a Bethel where thou art ; a Beth
any , where the peace of Christ abides, as well in the day of affliction
as in the season of joy. Bless all who are dear to us ; whether near
or at a distance ; whether in this or in other lands ; whether on the
land or on the sea ; graciously answer our prayers for their well

being, and their prayers for ours, O God of our fathers ! Bless and
protect our rulers. Bless all thy faithful ministers, and multiply
their number . Be the guide of inexperienced youth ; the staff of
declining age ; heal the sick ; convert the unconverted ; build up
thy saints in their most holy faith ; and let the ends of the earth soon
see thy salvation . Hear, O God, in heaven thy dwelling place, these
our petitions ; and when thou hearest, forgive, accept, sanctify , and
save us through Jesus Christ our Lord . Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . – 3 JOHN.
BLESSED be thy name, O Lord God, for encouraging us to pray to
thee, and to expect to be heard . Thou hast revealed thyself as seat
ed on a throne of grace. Thou hast appointed a Mediator who, by

his obedience and sufferings in the room of sinners, has made it
possible for thee, the just and holy God , to receive and bless the sin
ner. Thou hast set him at thy right hand to present our prayers,

and intercede for us. Thou hast sent down many a precious prom

ise, that we may send it up again in prayer. And for our farther
encouragement, thou hast recorded the experience of a cloud of wit
nesses who have found in prayer a key to unlock the treasury of thy

grace. Emboldened by these considerations, we, thine unworthy
servants, again fall down before thee, and prefer our prayers and

praises at thy throne. Another day of our appointed time on earth
has passed away, and in passing has left us greater debtors than be.
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fore to thy mercy, greater offenders than before against thy holy
laws. We acknowledge thy continued goodness, O God ; we con
fess and lament the continuance of our ingratitude ; we beseech thee,
for the sake of our Redeemer, to take away our sins, and impress
upon our hearts a sense of thy mercy. While we grieve over our
sins and shortcomings, may we discover their origin in that root of

bitterness, an evil and apostate heart ; and may a growing sense of
our natural sinfulness, and of the consequent impurity of our best

acts, lead us to discard all self-dependence ; to rest our hope of ac

ceptance solely on the righteousness of Jesus Christ; and to look up
constantly for thy help amid the duties and temptations of this mor.
tal life. Follow with thy blessing, O God, the reading of thy holy

word at this time; and enable usto shun the temper which it con
demns, as well as to exemplify the graces which it stamps with thine
approval. Deliver thy church from all such as love to have the pre
eminence, and seek their own, not the things that are Christ's ; and
multiply among us and everywhere, those who walk in the truth ,
who love Christ and his ministers, and who have no greater joy than

in promoting, according to their ability, the advancement of the Re.
deemer's kingdom .

Peace be on all such , and on the whole house

hold ofGod ! And help us, now before thee, to follow and imitate ,
not them that do evil, but them that do good , so that we too may
have a good report of all men , and of the truth itself, and, above all,

enjoy thine approbation , o our God ! And now we desire again ,
to commend to thee all who are dear to us. Vouchsafe to them the
same blessings which we ask for ourselves; and grant that, however
far and long separated on earth , we may all be ever tending to the
same blessed point, and meet at last in the same happy and eternal
home. Preserve us through the dark watches of the night. And
on the morning of a new day, may we arise with renewed strength ,
and quickened piety, to love and serve thee better than we have

hitherto done. And all that we ask is for the sake of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Saviour. Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . — JONAH III, IV .
O MOST holy and niost merciful Lord God ! we would come to thee
this morning, to offer up to thee our united prayer in the name of

Jesus Christ, thy well-beloved Son , through whom alone thou wilt
hear and answer us. O let thy Spirit help our infirmity in prayer.
Humble us under a deep sense of our sinfulness in thy sight.

Alas!

wedo not know sifficiently the plagues of our own hearts ; what
amount of corruption, unbelief, pride, and unthankfuiness, there is
in every one of us. Lord, reveal us to ourselves, that wemay loathe
ourselves in our sight, and come to thee for pardon , and purification,
and increase of all grace. How wonderful, O God , are thy compas.
sions to guilty men !

Tho : warnest sinners to flee from the wrath
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to come; and when they repent and turn to thee, thou receivest
them graciously, and lovest them freely, and savest them from ever
lasting destruction, through the death and mediation of thy dear
Son . O come and save us for thy mercies' sake. O how much
dost thou magnify thy forbearance and thy grace towards thy un
worthy servants. Thou chastenest them for their sins, but thon
dost not utterly cast them off. May we, D most gracious God , be

kept from offending thee. Do thou thyself keep us ; forwe dare not
trust in our own wisdom , or strength , or goodness . Make thy grace
sufficient for us, and perfect thy strength in our weakness. And as
wemust stand indebted to thy mercy every day, 0 enable us readi

ly to extend mercy to others who offend us, and to be glad when
we see others sharers in thy mercy with us. Let thy precious word

of salvation , O Lord, speedily be sent to all the heathen people of the
world ; and let thy Almighty Spirit make it as a fire, and as a harn

mer, to break their rocky hearts in pieces, bringing thus the people
under thee, and making them believe and repent unto salvation , to

the glory of thy name, and to the praise of our Lord Jesus Christ.
And do thou grant unto all thy servants whom thou hast called into

the ministry of thy word, whether at home or abroad , that with all
boldness, faithfulness, and patience, they may declare thy truth ; and
open thou the hearts of sinners, to receive with meekness the ingraft.
ed word of life , which is able to save their souls : so that all the

kingdoms of the world may soon become the kingdomsofour Lord ,
and of his Christ. We would now thank thee, O Lord, for having
spared us through the darkness of the night, and for having called

us, as at this moment, to look again towards thy holy temple in
heaven. Fill us with a holy fearof thee. Help us this day to live to
thy glory, amidst all the temptations and trials which may await us.
Be thou surety to us for good ; blessing each one of us according to
our need , and according to thy manifold mercies, for Christ's sake.
Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . JUDE.

O God, we would now lay ourselves down at thy footstool, and,
through the great Mediator that sits at thy right hand, would adore
thee.

Thou art great, and thy greatness is unsearchable to all but

thyself, and thy Son , and Holy Spirit. O teach us to think of, and

feel aright thy holiness, justice, goodness, and truth . Make us sen
sible of the glory and majesty of thy kingdomn ; and of the amazing
love which thou hast shown to guilty men, in sending thine own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh, to redeem them from the dreadful
curse of thy law , and to raise them to the favor, the likeness, and
the enjoyment of thee through all eternity .

O may it please thee by

thy Holy Spirit to open our eyes, and to turn us from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan unto thee. () may he create in

us the faith of thine elect, that we with our whole hearts may em
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brace thy Son as our Saviour, and be by him delivered from all the
most grievous evils of our sad apostasy from thee. May he lead us
forth more and more from a world that lieth in wickedness, and
from our own deceitful carnal hearts.

Let his love constrain us to

live no longer unto ourselves, but unto him who died for us, and who
rose again . Let us not be left to turn thy grace into licentiousness,
nor to indulge in that sin from which Christ came to save his peo
ple . Fill us with a perpetual sense of thy holy indignation against
all sin ; and O let those who name the name of Christ, be by thee led

to depart from all iniquity. Teach us in our very hearts, and by
our tongues and lives, to reverence all thine ordinances: so that in .
stead of speaking evil of dignities, we may bless thee for them , pray
ing for kings and for all that are in authority, that we may lead

quiet and peaceable lives in all .godliness and honesty. Pardon ,
gracious God, the sins of which any of us have been guilty this day.
We confess we have offended in many things, and in all have come

short of thy glory. Accept of our thanks for thy manifold mercies ;
and keep us safely through the night, that whether wewake or sleep
wemay be ever with thee.

These our prayers we present to thee in

the name of thy beloved Son. For his sake, accept, and answer us,
O God ; and to thee be all glory, now and forever. Amen .

FRIDAY MORNING .— MICAH I. II.
Our Father which art in heaven, God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, bend thine ear, this morning, to hear our prayers. O
let this word of thine, which we have been reading, sink deep into
all of our hearts. Inspire us with a holy fear of thy righteous judg.

let this wo hearts. Tombi'commits

ments, that wemay not commit sin against thee.

O let us not for

get that thy holy eye is continually upon us, that thou seest the
thoughts of our hearts, and ponderest the paths of our feet. Deliver

us, O Lord, from an unbelieving and ungodly heart, ever inclining
us to those sins which have drowned others in destruction and per
dition . O never suffer us to trust in ourselves, or in an arm of flesh.
Never let us listen with distrust to any word of thine, for we need
all thy words; they are all given by inspiration of thee, and are pro
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction , and for instruction in
righteousness. And, gracious God, may we never be left by thee to
think or act in such a manner as should prevail with our deceitful
hearts to make them rise up against the messages of thy servants to

us, and provoke thy good Spirit to depart. O may we rather seek
sire of the flesh and of the mind. " We beseech thee to cause thy
word to dwell in us richly , by making us partakers of the abundant

salvation and thy glory than to be pleased and gratified after the de.

grace of thy Spirit, and by inclining to meditate on thy statutes day
and night. May Christ dwell in our hearts by faith, and may we be
rooted and grounded in love to thee who hast first loved us ; and if
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any of us are still strangers to thy saving grace in the heart, O be
pleased to come in thy rich grace to quicken and enlighten us, that

we all may be to the praise of the glory of thy grace , accepted in the
Beloved, and may walk in newness of life. O Lord, have mercy on
us all, and bless us all, that so we having thee dwelling in the midst
of us, may be safe from fear of evil, and may serve thee in love and
holy fear all the days of our lives. Wash us in the blood of thy

Son ; put on us the garment of his salvation, animate us with his
Spirit, lead us on after his example, enable us to be faithful to him ;
and when our service on earth is over, O may we find ourselves wel
comed by him into that blessed world where all thy people are ever
with thee, freed from all corruptions, and temptations, and sufferings,
and where they serve thee with unspeakable joy, day and night, in
thy temple. Grant this, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
whom with thee and the Holy Spirit be all glory, and dominion,
world without end. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING . - REVELATION I.

How shall we, O Lord, who are sinful dust and ashes, appear be.
fore thee, who art so glorious in holiness, that if we could but sec
thee we should abhor ourselves. What blindness is this that sin
has brought upon the eyes of our minds? What amazing ease and
indifference of spirit is this which we feel when we kneel before thee,

and take upon us to speak to thee. O God , do thou , in thy wonder
ful grace and power, remove our guilt, by leading us in repentance
and faith to wash in Christ's blood . Does it not cleanse from all
sin ? O send thy quickening Spirit into our hearts, that we may
live before thee. May he bring Christ the life into our souls. May

he open the eyes of our minds to see the matchless glory of thy only
begotten Son , incarnate for our sakes, so that the power of that sight
may humble us to the very dust, and we be made to feel the sweet

ness of his reviving word as it enters our ears and our hearts. O ,
for the glory of thine own name, let us be brought out of the death
in trespasses and sins, to walk with Christ in newness of life. May
we never be left anymore
e to doubt his power and willingness to save

is that We
oul cleave to him who is
us from sin, and death
we wwould
shi, tandthhell.

the resurrection and the life , that we may never die, and that we

may find , when we leave this world , that he forsakes us not, but

walkswith us through the dark valley, and guides us past the shut
gates ofhell to his mansions of glory. And while he keeps us in
this world, O may we be enabled rightly to understand and improve

by his ministers, and ordinances, and word . Let us ever seek and
ever find him in all these. May we never be absent from them .
May we never find him absent, nor be guilty of provoking him

to

hide himself from our view . Clothe thy priests, O Lord, with salva

tion, that all thr saints may shout aloud for joy. Purify, defend,
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and bless thy church, ind let the kingdom of thy dear Son be es.
tablished in all the nations of the world . Let antichrist be speedily
consumed by the breath of Christ's own mouth ; by the knowledge

and power of that divine word which he speaks, but which his enc
own cause , and let thy Spirit and thy providence teach thy servants
to read, understand , and keep the sayings that are written in this
book . Let the heathen people fear thy name, and let all kings see
thy glory. To thee, O most blessed Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ,

and to him thy well-beloved Son our Saviour, and to the Holy Ghost
our enlightener, sanctifier, and comforter, be glory, dominion, and
praise in earth among men , as in heaven among angels and spirits

of the just made perfect. Amen.

SATURDAY MORNING .— MICAH V. VI.

WEadore thee, O Lord , as the great source of all light and holy
influence. We bless thee that thou hast in thy holy word shown us

what is good, truly good for our fallen condition . We thank thee
that thou hast there made known to us a Saviour who has paid the

debt incurred by all who shall believe in his name, who has satisfied
thy justice, and through whom thou dost now manifest thyself to us

as a reconciled God. Apply by thy Holy Spirit thine own most
precious gift. In vain it is held forth to us, unless thou dost give

the disposition to receive it. Make us willing to submit ourselves
to the proposals of thy mercy and grace. Let us know Christ, not

only as a Saviour, but as our Saviour. Let us not only be persuaded
by the authority of thy word , that he is able and willing to save unto

the uttermost ; but let us be assured, that he is able and willing to

save us. And being justified freely by thy grace, may we be sanc

tified fully by thy Spirit. Having been shown the good way of ad .
mission to thy favor, () grant, that what brings peace,may bring
purity to our souls. Let a sense of our unspeakable obligation be
expressed by doing what thou the Lord ourGod dost require of us.

Whilst we bring all our doings, as well as all our sins, to the foot
of the cross , and look for acceptance only through his accepted sac
rifice, who was there wounded for our transgressions and bruised for

our iniquities,may we take thy law as a rule of life, and may we be
humbled and quickened by the knowledge that it is exceeding
broad. May all our intercourse and transactions with others this

day, be regulated by the scripture maxims of justice, integrity , and
truth. Let a spirit of forbearance and forgiveness manifest itself,
under whatever provocation wemay suffer ; even asGod, for Christ's
sake, hath forgiven us. Teach us to bear each other's burdens, and

so to fulfil the law of Christ. And thus by thy grace let us seek to
prove, by an evidence which none can gainsay nor resist, that by

faith we do not make void but establish the law . Especially, do
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thou dispose and enable us, we beseech thee, to walk humbly with
our God. May a sense of sin ; a feeling of dependence ; and the

weight of those obligations of gratitude under which thou hast placed
us, press us down, and keep us lowly ; so that we may know in our
experience, that he who walketh humbly, walketh surely. And,

when we remember that thou art with us ; that it is our honor and

our privilege to walk with thee, O let the solemn but animating
thought, stimulate us to duty, sustain us under temptation , and be
a sweet solace in the hour of tribulation and sorrow . May the

knowledge of thy revealed will, with which we are favored ana
comforted, be extended to the whole family of man . Let all whom
we should bear upon our spirits before thee, receive the blessings we
desire and supplicate for ourselves; and all that we would ask , is for this

sake of Christ Jesus, our Strength and our Redeemer. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . – REVELATION II.
Thou God and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we
rejoice to know , that it hath pleased thee, that in him should all
fulness dwell. Webless thee, that while he is raised to universal

idrwietluaialnykspecial
dominion
control over
icnhgudoomn .ssuperintendence
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bthe
r spiritual
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. TThou
Saviour, who art
head over all things to thy church, having all the gifts and graces
of the Holy Spirit dwelling in thee, and power to dispense them in
their utmost perfection and variety, unto thee would we desire to
lift up our souls. Give us, we pray thee, the spirit of repentance.
Enable us to review with deep humility, the sins and defections with

which we stand chargeable before thee ; and realizing thy presence,
whose eyes are as a flame of fire, let us be humbled when we reflect,
that if our own hearts condemn us, thou art greater than our hearts

and knowest all things. Let the love of God, we beseech thee, be
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto us, and
let the existence of that divine principle be manifested by its increas

ing prevalence and power. Keep us from yielding to the causes of

fainting and weariness in the Christian life to which we are liable ;
nor ever suffer us to subject ourselves to the rebuke incurred, by
departing from our first love.

Bless us with the purity of heart

which shall fit us to see God ; and from the fountain thus made pure,
may there ever flow the streams of a new and holy obedience. Im
plant and perfect within us all the graces of the spiritual life, and

then wilt thou look with divine complacency upon thine own work
in our souls. May we be distinguished for our labor and patience ;
for that poverty of spirit which maketh truly rich ; for a firm adho

rence to our Christian profession , whatever dangers or persecutions
may arise ; for our charity, and service, and faith. Amid the strug
gles and the warfare in which we are engaged , when the flesh lusteth

against the Spirit, when Satan tempts, when the world allures, God
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of our salvation , give us to look unto Jesus with a simple faith , who
for our sakes hath overcome, and beckons us to follow his footsteps,
and calls us to share the fruits of his victory . Thou God of our
lives, we give thee thanks for thy sustaining providence, exercised
towards us during the past day, and the week that is now brought
to a close. We would betake ourselves, with all the sins which
memory records and conscience condemns, with the sins of ignorance
and those which we have forgotten ; we would bring them all to the
purifying fountain which thou hast opened, and to which thou in

vitest usto apply. O cleanse us from all our pollutions. Let ours
be the peace that arises, not from sins being forgotten, but from its
being forgiven and washed away. Watch over us during the help
less hours of repose ; and should we arise to another sabbath of the
Son of man , fit us, and all thy servants and people , for its solemn

duties, that its services may promote in us and in them the qualities

that are pleasing in thy sight, and that prepare for the rest ofheaven,
through Christ Jesus our Lord . Amen.

Fiftieth Werk.
SABBATH MORNING . – PSALM CXXXIX.
INSPIRE us, O Lord, with reverence and godly fear when wewould
presume to approach themajesty of heaven . If at all times thou God
seest us, and if our inmost thoughts are at all times open to the in
spection of thine eye, let us remember that it becometh us more

especially to realize thy spiritual presence, when we come before
thee as worshippers, and solicit thy notice in the language of prayer.
Let the impressive contemplation of thy character, as the all-seeing

and all-presentGod , brought before our minds in the portion of thy
word which we have been reading together, be blessed by thee for
our conviction and comfort. Till thou dost thyself, by thy Holy
Spirit, enable us justly to appreciate and rightly to feel this solemn
truth , it will produce no salutary effect ; wewill still seek to hide our.
selves from thy presence ; the truth concerning thee will fill with

sullen dislike, not with holy fear ; it will inspire terror, but will not
awaken confidence. Give us, therefore, we pray thee, to know thee
as our reconciled Father in Christ Jesus the Son of thy love. May
ours be the feelings towards thee of the children of thine own re
deemed and adopted family. May we rejoice in the continual and
conscious presence of our Father in heaven . Remembering that

thou understandest our thoughts afar off, let us be watchful over the

spirit of our minds. Knowing that thou possessest our reins,may
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we be on our guard against all dissimulation, and have grace to
serve thee in sincerity and truth ; and may we be filled with deep

self-abasement when we think that thou settest our iniquity before
thee, our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. When tempta
tion assails, when corruption struggles for the mastery, let us main
tain the conflict as seeing thee who art invisible . To the voice of
sinful allurement may our reply ever be, Shall we do this great evil

and sin againstGod ? May we walk with thee, receiving the fulfil
ment of the promise, that we shall know , if we follow on to know
the Lord . And as we advance in our pilgrimage, may we find in
the presence of a covenant God a support under every trial, and a
consolation in the season of bereavement and affliction . And espe.
cially, in the duties of this thine own day, the light of which thou
hast made to cheer our dwelling, may we realize thy presence in the
sanctuary. May the blessed Saviour preside by the power of his
Spirit over the ordinances he has appointed. May he lead his peo
ple , by the ministry of his commissioned servants , among the green

pastures and the still waters, by which their spiritual nature shall be
refreshed and matured . May we and all our fellow -worshippers be

impressed with the solemn thought, that thou dost mark the frame
of mind , as well as the outward deportment, of every one who ap

proaches thy courts . And whether in the exercises of devotion , or

in listening to the truths of thy word, give us grace to worship thee
in spirit and in truth , and thus to worship thee with acceptance

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Our Father who art in

heaven , & c.

SABBATH EVENING . – Psalms CXL. CXLI. CXLII.
GREAT and marvellous are all thy works, Lord God Almighty,
just and true are all thy ways, thou King of saints. Who would
not fear thee, O Lord , and glorify thy name, for thou only art holy ?

O thou who desirest truth in the inward parts, do thou purify our

souls from every pollution . Keep us not only from an open viola
tion of thy righteous commands, but incline not our hearts to any
evil thing. Let all old things be made to pass away, and all things
as to the views, aims, desires, and actings of our minds, to become

new ; and from the fountain of a heart, purified by thy grace , may
there flow forth the streams of a holy obedience. Inspire us with
that hope which is an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast ;

and through whatever course of discipline thou mayest be pleased
to conduct us, however painful to the flesh, or how great soever the
exercise of self-denial it may involve, we would desire to submit
ourselves in a humble and child-like spirit, in the blessed expecta
tion that thou wilt make it the means of fitting us for the inheritance

of the saints in light. Encourage us to maintain the conflict with
sin , whether within or aro' ind us. Let us remember that although
the warfare may be sharp the victory is sure ; and as thou art the
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source of our strength in fighting the good fight of faith , let us be
disposed to ascribe to thee the glory of our success. Thanks be unto
God, who giveth us the victory, through Jesus Christ our Lord .
For the purpose of moulding our souls into an entire conformity to
thy blessed will, O thou who alone canst render the ordinances of
thine appointment subservient to the great purposes of spiritual edi
fication , give efficacy to the word of thy grace spoken to us this day,

May thy word be mighty and powerful in our case and in that of
our fellow -worshippers , in promoting all the gracious designs for
which it has been proclaimed from heaven . Let not our sins and

manifold provocations ; let not the pollution which taints our holy
duties, obstruct the blessed influence which, by the power of thy
Spirit, it is fitted to exert. May its impression be rendered abiding

and practical; nor suffer us to be like the man who, beholding his
natural face in a glass, goeth away, and straightway forgetteth what

manner of man he was. But grant that the truth as it is in Jesus

may be so continually present to the eye of our faith , that it may
transform us into his image, from one degree of glory to another,
even as by the Spirit of the Lord . Exercise thy guardian care over

en as both the silen life and b May ti

us through the silent watches of the night. If it is thy will that we
should arise to the life and blessings of a new day, when we awake

may we be still with thee. May the duties of the sabbath exert a
salutary and sanctifying influence upon our minds during all the
intercourse of the week ; and enable us to prove the difference that
there is between those who live unto God, and those who live unto

themselves. And unto the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God,
be all the glory, now and for evermore. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING .— MICAH VII.

O God,we desire to approach the footstool of thy throne with the
deepest humility, because we know that in thy sightweare naturally
polluted and vile. We are all as an unclean thing, and all our right

eousnesses are as filthy rags; we all do fade as a leaf, and our iniqui
ties, like the wind, have carried us away. Like a deceitful bow we
have all turned aside, so that there is none righteous, no not one;

we have become all unprofitable. We desire, o our God , to con
sider attentively the great degeneracy of our nature, that we may
see what abundant cause shere is for our being humbled in thy sight.
Thou hast shown us, in what thou hast recorded of the history of

thy church , how desperately wicked men may become amidst the

greatest outward advantages. In thedeeds of the ungodly, by whom
we are surrounded , we fully recognize the corruption of our common
nature, and we are satisfied from our own experience that the heart

is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked . We are all
ready to despise the kindest warnings ; to reject the most salutary
counsels ; to spurn from us the richest offers of mercy . O Lord , dr

Monday EVENING.)
16:

FIFTIETH WEEK .

741

thou in thy goodness enable us to deplore this our falien and help.
less state. Lead us to perceive its misery and wretchedness, and
leave us not to despair of relief, but guide us to him who is mighty

to save, even to him who is both able and willing to deliver. We
rejoice that thy hand has been upon the man of thy right hand, upon
the Son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself. Look upon

us, therefore, in the face of thine Anointed, and for his sake, do thou
blot out all our iniquities. Wash us in his blood ; and though our

Et

sins be red like scarlet, and like crimson, they shall be white as the
snow , and white as wool. Cleanse us from all our sins, and thus
prepare us for that blessed place into which nothing can enter that
defileth, or worketh abomination, ormaketh a lie. These things we
take all encouragement to ask , for verily there is no God like unto

thee, who pardoneth iniquity, and who passeth by the transgression
of the remnant of thine heritage. Hear the voice of our entreaty,

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, to whom with thee the
Father, and the Holy Spirit, be everlasting praise . Amen.

Cris

MONDAY EVENING . – REVELATION IJI.

O Lord our God, we draw near unto thee in the name of thy Son
Jesus Christ, through whom we have access by one Spirit unto thee
the Father. We rejoice to contemplate him in the ever-blessed
characters in which he has revealed himself in that portion of thine
own word we have now read, wherein he is made known to us as the

Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the beginning of the creation
ofGod. We have the assurance that in all respects he bore witness
to the truth, while on earth , by which he earned the testimony that
he was faithful to him who appointed him even as Moses was faith

ful in all his house. He kept no part of God 's counsel back , for he
delighted ever to make known his will ; he always rejoiced to make

known the message with which he was fraught for the salvation of
perishing sinners. O Lord, enable us, attentively, to consider the
heavenly message with which we have thus been favored . May the
word of Christ dwell in us richly in all wisdom , so that it may ever

be a light unto our feet, and a lamp unto our path . Werejoice, O
our Saviour, to look to thee as still continuing to give direction by

thy word , and thy Spirit, in the church which thou hast planted and
watered with thine own blood. Thou art still a witness , thou art
still a leader, and a commander to the people; for thou hast the keys

of David , and shuttest, and no man openeth , and openest, and no
man shutteth .

O Lord , do thou in thine abundantmercy, exercise

thy prerogative in our behalf, and open the door of our hearts, that
thy word may have free entrance, so that we may glorify thee in our
walk and conversation. May it be rendered effectual through the

Spirit in casting down every imagination ; every high thing that ex.
alteth itself against the knowledge of God, and in bringing into cap
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tivity every thought to the obedience of thee our Lord and Saviour.
O that we were brought into this state of conformity to the divine
will, for then would Christ come in and sup with us ; then would

our fellowship be with the Father, and with the Son, and with the
Holy Ghost. O that we had more of longing desire after such com

munion ; but,alas, our affections are too much set on earthly things !
We have too much regard for the world and its polluting pleasures ;

and thus, like the church of Laodicea, we are lukewarm , being
neither cold nor hot. May we instantly take warning respecting the
danger of continuing in such a state, and forth with seek to love thee
with all our soul, and with all our heart, and with all our might.

Constrain us, by thy great power, to give ourselves wholly to thy
service ; and may we always be ready to declare , even in the most
trying circumstances in which we may be placed , that we are for
thee, and not for another. Hear, ( our God, these our humble pe
titions. Return to them an answer in peace, and all that we ask is

in the name of our once crucified, but now highly exalted Redeemer ,
Jesus Christ. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . — HABAKKUK I.

WE adore thee, O God, for what thou art in thyself, and for what
thou art to the children of men. Thou art glorious in
thou art fearful in praises ; thou art ever doing wonders.
ness of thine acts in providence and grace, illustrate the
of thy wisdom , and thy power, and thy goodness. They

holiness ;
The great
excellence
show that

thou art unsearchable in thy ways, and that thy judgments are past

finding out. As King over all,thou doest whatsoever seemeth good
unto thee in the army of heaven , and among the inhabitants of the

earth . Thou alone art Governor among the nations, and in the ex

ercise of thy sovereignty thou buildest up and thou pullest down ;
thou carriest away as with an overwhelming flood , and again thou

bringest back, so as to cause the voice of joy and gladness to be
heard in the land . All things are in thine hand, and thou doest
with them according to thy pleasure ; for asmay best serve the great

purposes of thy government, thou killest, and thou makest alive ;
thou bringest down to the grave, and thou bringest up again ; thou
makest poor, and thou makest rich ; thou raisest up the poor out of

the dust, and liftest up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them
among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory. We
pillars of the earth are thine, and thou hast set the world upon them .
O Lord, do thou help us to recognize continually thy sovereignty,
that we may pay more attention to the evidences that are afforded

in the distresses thou bringest on the kingdoms of the earth , of thy
displeasure at sin . Incline us fully to obey the invitation which bids

us come and behold what desolations the Lord hath brought upon
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the earth . Of old thou didst in thy wrath destroy the world with a
flood, and the cities of the plain with a deluge of fire. Thou hast
swept from the face of the earth many of its once mightiest monar
chies ; for when the cup of their iniquity was full, thou didst make

them drink , in punishment of their desperate wickedness, the wine
of astonishment. Verily thou art a jealous God, and wilt assuredly
take vengeance on all thine adversaries. Who can stand before the

indignation of the Lord ? who can abide the fierceness of his anger ?
Heavenly Father, enable us to seek freedom from all sin ; for sin is
the cause of all the calamities to which as individuals, or as a nation,
we are exposed . Help us to take refuge in the Son of thy love, who ,

through his atoning sacrifice , has become to allwho have faith in his
righteousness, as an hiding-place from the wind , and a covert from
the tempest ; as rivers of water in a dry place, and as the shadow of
a great rock in a weary land . Thither may thy Holy Spirit induce
us to flee, for it is only in the blood of the Redeemer that safety is to

be found. O God, listen to these our supplications. And now unto
thee the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be everlasting praise, world
without end.

Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . – REVELATION IV . V.

WHEN we appear before thee, O God, at the footstool of thy
throne, and thus place ourselves more immediately in thy holy pres
ence, may we remember that we are but dust and ashes ; may we re

member that we are of unclean lips ; thatwe dweil in the midst of a
people of unclean lips, and are altogether unworthy of the privilege

of addressing ourselves to thee in prayer and supplications. O that
we were impressed by a large portion of that reverence and humility
with which the seraphim , who minister in the upper sanctuary, ap

proach thy throne, when they cover their faces with their wings,and
cry one to another, saying, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts ;
the whole earth is full of his glory . Blessed be thy great name, that

we are permitted with them to draw near, and to ascribe blessing,
and honor, and glory , and power, unto him that sitteth upon the
throne, and to the Lamb forever and ever. It is because thou hast
sent redemption to thy folk ; it is because thou hast taken them out
of the deep pit and the miry clay ; it is because thou hast put a new
song into their mouth, even the song of salvation, that they enjoy
the unspeakable privilege of celebrating thy praises, and the praises
of him who gave himself a ransom for their souls . Blessed be the

Lord God of Israel that he hath visited and redeemed his people ;
that he hath raised up an horn of salvation for them in the house of

his servant David . Lord, help us by the power of thy Holy Spirit
to make this wonderful deliverance the unfailing theme of our ad .
miring gratitude and praise, so that we may resemble those blessed
spirits in the heavenly world , whose constant employment it is to ac:
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knowledge thee and thy Son for the accomplished redemption. All
thy works praise thee, but thou hastmagnified thy name above all

thy works, in the wonderful means thou hast devised for delivering
thy chosen ones from going down to the pit, and for restoring them
to the enjoyments of Immanuel's land. In the great scheme of sal

vation , all thy perfections are glorified, for mercy and truth have
met together, and righteousness and peace have kissed each other,
The demands of thy holy law have all been answered in the perfect

obedience and atoning death of thy dear Son , so that thou art just
whilst justifying him who believeth in Jesus. O God , may we all
be among those who thus believe to the saving of the soul. In seek

ing for pardon and acceptance, may we plead nothing except the
merits of the Saviour's all-prevailing sacrifice. His blood cleanseth
from all sin , and his blood alone can accomplish this. We, there.

fore, desire to have our sole dependence on it for justification in thy
sight. Forbid that any of us should be found trusting to his own
righteousness, for by the deeds of the law no flesh can be justified .

And may we, in receiving Christ, walk worthy of him , and give no
occasion to any one to speak evil of our profession. O Lord, guide
us by thy Spirit, for it is not in man that walketh to direct his own
steps. Be our God and our Guide even unto death , and then our
exceeding great reward ; and all that we ask is in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING. — HABAKKUK II.
Most gracious and mostmercifulGod,we,who are but dust and
ashes before thee, would this morning draw near to thy throne of
grace, and would bless and magnify thy name for all the goodness
which thou makest to pass before us. Wehave laid ourselves down
and slept, we have awaked, for thou the Lord hast sustained us.
Wewould be thankful that, during the past night, while we were
unconscious of what was passing around us, no evil has befallen us,
and no plague has come near our dwelling. And now that we have
opened our eyes to the light of another day, may we be enabled to

begin the duties of this day with God, and be pleased to lift on us
the light of thy countenance. ( thou who art the refuge and dwell

ing-place of thy people in all generations ; 0 thou who art not un
mindful of the dwellings of Jacob, be the God of this family ; and
whatever others do,may we be enabled to serve thee the Lord. We
acknowledge the power which the things of this world maintain over

us ; we confess the proneness of our hearts to evil ; the vain thoughts
that pass through our minds, and the tendency that we feel to per
mit the cares and perplexities of life to choke the seed of the word
that may be sown in our hearts ; and we now earnestly pray that

our sinsmay be washed away in the blood of Christ, and pour out
upon us thy Spirit, that we may obtain strength to overcome the
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corruptions of our hearts, and our tendency to all that is sinful.
Help us to discharge all our relative duties as they are laid down in
thy holy word ; and may we have the grace that we need to enable
us to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour. As we go forth this
day to our ordinary occupations, may we carry along with us the
principles of the gospel, and may our conduct be regulated by that
wisdom which cometh down from above.

Preserve us through all

our duties from violating any of thy holy commandments, and from
committing any gross sin. May we be sober and temperate , just and

honest. May we be desirous to cultivate truth and sincerity, so that
we may not be found to change, even though we must speak to our
own disadvantage. O that thy blessing may accompany the portion
of thy word which has now been read, and may our souls profit by
those lessons which the bible teaches. May we be convinced that
the ways of sin lead to destruction, and that everlasting misery and
riin are the certain portion of the wicked, and of them that know
200 God. Teach us to live separate from the world, while we take
vart in its business and pursuits ; and inay we be enabled to watch

over ourselves with a godly jealousy. Sanctify to us any crosses,

disappointinents, and afflictions, with which we may be visited, and
preserve us from falling into the sin of murmuring and repining at

thy holy providence. We pray for the sick and the distressed , the
sorrowful and the dying. Comfort their souls, be a present help in
their trouble, and prepare the dying for their awful change. Build
up thy church in the midst of us, and accompany the preaching of
the gospel with an abundant blessing. Pardon the sins of this ap

proach unto thee; and all that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING. – REVELATION VI.
WE, O God, fall down before thee, who art the former of our bod.
ies, the preserver of our lives, and our constant and unwearied bene

factor. " To thee we offer the tribute of our thanksgiving and praise
for the mercy and loving-kindness which we have this day expe
rienced, and for all the proofs of thy goodness which we have re
ceived . Thou hast bestowed the health and strength which were

necessary for going through our daily occupations. Thou hast fed
us with the food which was convenient for us. Thou hast preserved
us from dangers which were ready to overwhelm us. Thou hast en

abled us to resist temptations which the corruptions of our hearts
rendered powerful ; and now would we rejoice in thee the Lord, and
unite together in blessing thy name for all our benefits. We appear

before thee with shame and confusion of face when we remember the
sins of which we have this day been guilty before thee, who art in
finitely holy. How many sinful thoughts have passed through our

minds since the morning light ! How frequently have we spoken
unadvisedly with our lips ! and we have now to lament in thy pres.
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ence that our conversation this day has not been with grace seasoned
with salt. IIow many sinful actions have we this day committed ,
and how many duties have we neglected to perform ! We have
been transgressing thy holy law , while we were unconscious of the
transgression ; and many of our sins have passed away without a

moment's observation. O enter not into judgmentwith us ; visit us
not with the punishment which we deserve. We pray that thou
mayest now lead us to that fountain which is opened in the house of

David for sin and for uncleanness. Say to each one of us, Thy sins
be forgiven thee. Wewould look to Christ, and with the eye of our
faith ; and may we practically understand that he is the only way
of access to thee our God ; that he is the only channel of communi

cation between heaven and earth , and that through him alone all
temporal and spiritual blessings flow to the children of men . Lead
us, holy Father, to the Lord Jesus Christ, and may we find that in

him is our peace. Wewould desire at this time to express our grat
itude and thankfulness to thee, that thou , O God, hast called us from
our various employments to enjoy a period of rest. O that wemay
be made duly sensible of the wise arrangements of thy gracious prov
idence, which has appointed a time of rest to succeed that of labor,
and to afford us an opportunity for refreshing and invigorating our

bodies. Give us this night the rest and refreshmentwhich thou hast
promised to thy chosen . Enable us to repose on Christ as our only
rest ; and when we lay down our heads on our pillows, may our

sleep be sweet. We look to thee for the protection that we need
through the silent watches of this night ; and may we rise in the

morning in thy fear. Let those who are dear to us, wherever they
are, be the objects of thy special protection . Bring them into thy

sheepfold , and make them thine own. We pray for the church of
Christ, strengthen her stakes, and lengthen her cords. May the

preaching of the gospel receive the blessing from on high , and do
thou prosper thy work in the midst of us. May thy blessing rest
upon this house. Be our God, our guide, and our exceeding great
reward . Forgive our sins ; and all that we ask is for the Redeemer's
sake.

Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING . - HABAKKUK III.

Holy and ever -blessed God, we humble ourselves, this morning,
at the footstool of thy throne, and acknowledge thy great conde
scension in permitting us to approach thy holy presence. Wewould
desire, at this time, to think of all thy mighty works, and of all the
wonders which thou hast wrought for thy people's deliverance .

Thou causedst thy name to be feared ; thou broughtest terror upon
the nations, and madest thy people to tremble . Even in the exhi.

bition of thy mercy and love in the gospel of Christ, thou hast fully
evinced thy glory and majesty : and in contemplating thy dealings
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with the nations, well may we hide our faces, and say that we are
afraid . How can we, who are sinful and degraded creatures, lift our

eyes to the place where thine honor dwelleth, or take thy holy name
into our guilty and polluted lips ? We lament over the coldness
and indifference of our own hearts and our lukewarmness in the

things of religion ; we mourn over the decay of vital godliness
around us, and the worldly and carnal spirit with which so many of

our fellow -men are actuated ; and we would now earnestly pray that
thou mayest revive religion in the midst of the years. O Lord , in
wrath remember mercy . We have, like prodigal children , gone far
from our Father 's house ; we have despised the wise regulations of
our Father's family ; we have neglected our advantages ; we have
abused all our privileges ; we have been satisfying ourselves with

husks,and have not been seeking to partake of the gospel feastwhich
thou hast prepared for us. We are, indeed, unworthy to be called
thy children , and were we to receive our deserts, thy wrath would

be our portion, and hell would be our inheritance. Merciful God ,
deal not with us as we have deserved ; look not on us as we have
sinned ; see, God , our Shield ; look on the face of thine Anointed.
Wewould be thankful that there is forgiveness with thee, that thou

mayest be feared ; with thee there is mercy and plenteous redemp
tion. Lord, we believe, help our unbelief. Dispose our hearts to
listen to thy word, and to receive, in all meekness and humility, thy
truth . May it become the rule of our faith , hope, and practice.

Pour out on each one of us, now kneeling before thee, thy Holy
Spirit in rich abundance, and as we read thy word, may our souls be
watered as with the rains and dews of heaven , so that wemay bring
forth the fruits of righteousness to the praise and the glory of thy

name. May thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
done in heaven . May thy way be known upon the earth, and thy
saving health among all the people. Let the people praise thee, O
Lord , let all the people praise thee. O that thou, who of old didst

show thy wonderful work in the deliverance of thy people, mayest
be pleased still to manifest thy power in the conviction and conver
sion of sinners. We bless thy name for themercies of the past night,

make us truly thankful for all thy benefits. Be with us throughout
this day. In our goings out, and in our comings in , in the house,
and by the way, enable us to set thee the Lord always before us.
Forgive the sins of our holy services, and hear us from thy holy

habitation, and all that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . – REVELATION VII.

To thee, O Lord , will we go, for thou hast the words and the gift
of everlasting life. Thou hastmade us, and not we ourselves, there.
fore to thee we lift up our souls ; we seek our happiness in thee

alone, and we pray that thou mayest visit us with thy salvation.
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Not only hast thou preserved and supported us, but we have re
ceived the accumulated proofs of thy goodness and benevolence ,
when we were in actual and open rebellion against thee. Wewould

acknowledge in deep humility, that we are the monuments of thy
mercy, and have not become, as we deserved, the memorials of thy
righteous indignation . It is only of thy long-suffering and forbear.
ance in Jesus Christ, that we have not been cut off in the midst of

our sin. We desire to celebrate thy praise,and to magnify thy name,
for thou art holy . Day unto day uttereth speech , night unto night
teacheth knowledge concerning thee. By thy protecting care we
have been brought in peace and safety to the close of another day,

and in health and comfort we have been again permitted to meet
together, as a family, before thee. O Lord, wewould be thankful,
that thou hast been with us through the various employments, occu
pations, and duties, in which we have this day been engaged , and
wewould now make mention of the loving-kindness of the Lord ,
who is good , and whosemercy endureth forever. We bless thy name

for the comfort that we have in our relations, and for the domestic
peace and happiness that we enjoy ; enable us to be faithful and
conscientious in the discharge of all our relative duties. We bless
thee for the home in which we dwell, and for the provision which
thou hastmade for the supply of all our wants ; in the midst of all

our comforts, help us to remember the wants of the poor and needy,
of the homeless and the wanderer ; give us grace to bestow of our
abundance upon them , and may we be enabled to exercise our

charity in the true spirit of the gospel. May our house be a Bethel ;
a place where thy worship is regularly practised , and where thou,
the Lord , mayest delight to dwell. We bless thee, O Lord , for the

service of the inferior animals which thou hast placed at our dis
posal ; enable us to use them as thy gift, and not treat them with
cruelty, nor make them the instruments of sin . We bless thee, O

Lord , for the exercise of our reason which thou continuest to us un .
impaired , and we pray that thou mayest help us to devote it to the

service of the Lord Jesus Christ, and to the extension of his kingdom

in the world . We bless thy name, above all, for the gift of thy Son
to the children ofmen , through whose sufferings and death we ob

tain peace of conscience ; and for the great and precious promises
which are in him yea and Amen ; and for the throne of grace to
which, through Christ, we have free and ready access . May thy

Holy Spirit dwell in our hearts ; may our bodies become the temples
of the Holy Ghost ; may he enable us to avail ourselves of all our

privileges, and to make a right use of all our advantages. Thy good .
ness has been displayed to us in casting our lot in a land where the
gospel is preached . Give us an ear to hear it, an understanding to
comprehend it, a heart to relish its truths, and strength of mind to
carry them into practice. May our rest, this night, be free from all

disquieting fears and all perplexing cares ; and may we be preserved
from every danger during its silent watches. In thee we put our
trust, and all that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen.

FRIDAY MORNING.]
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FRIDAY MORNING . — ZEPHANIAH I.
O LORD, thou art the greatGod and Governor among the nations,
ruling in Jacob , and unto the ends of the earth .

Thou displayest

thy glory in the works of thy visible creation, in the procedure of
thy providence, and especially in the work of our redemption by
Jesus Christ. Thou exercisest a supreme, righteous, and merciful
government over all the works which thou hast made ; and we re

joice that we live under thy moral administration , and that all

things work together for good to them that love thee, and are the
called according to thy purpose. Weacknowledge our constant de:
pendence upon thee , and our increasing obligations to love and serve
thee. We desire to thank thee for all the privileges we enjoy, and
for all the goodness and mercy thou hast caused to follow us. We
acknowledge we have not been duly grateful to thee for thy benefits;
that we have been disobedient children unto thee our heavenly Fa

ther, and rebellious subjects unto thee our righteous Sovereign.
Our sins are numerous, heinous, and highly aggravated, and it is of
thy mercies we have not been consumed . O may we be humbled

under a deep sense of our sins and sinfulness ; may we confess and
forsake them , that wemay obtain mercy. May we be enlightened ,

purified , and comforted, and be enabled henceforth to depart from
all iniquity, to walk in the way of thy commandments, and to abound
in all the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the

praise and glory of God. Lord, fulfil in us all the good pleasure of
thy goodness, and the work of faith with power, that the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in us, and we in him , accord

ing to the grace of our God, and the Lord Jesus Christ. May our
faith work by love, and our love be manifested by a cheerful and
constant obedience to all God's holy commandments .

Thusmay we

consecrate ourselves to the service of God by presenting our bodies
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is our reason .
able service. We thank thee for thy kind care over us during the
past night, and for the mercies of this morning ; and webeseech thee
to be with us, and to bless us with thy gracious presence through

the day, and to preserve us from all evil. May we be in thy fear all
the day, remembering that we are ever under thine inspection , and
that thine eye is continually upon us. Assist us in the discharge of
the several duties that are incumbent upon us ; may we be univer.
sally conscientious, and whatever we do, may we do all in obedience

to thine authority, in dependence upon thy promised grace, and with
a view to thy glory. Hear, O Lord, these our supplications, pardon
our offences, and accept of us, and bless us, for Christ's sake. Amen.
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FRIDAY EVENING . – REVELATION VIII.

O LORD, thou art the high and lofty One who inhabiteth eternity,
and the praises of Israel, and whose name is holy ; the Creator and
Preserver, the Proprietor andGovernor of all things. We bless thee

for creating goodness and providential care ; but especially for the
wonders of thy redeeming love, for so loving the world as to send
thine only begotten and well-beloved Son, that whosoever believeth
in him might not perish , but have everlasting life. We acknowl.
edge that we are less than the least of all thy mercies, and that as
sinners we deserve to sufler all the effects of thy righteous displeasure.
We bless thee for thy sparing mercy, and pray that it may be ac

companied with thy saving mercy to each of us now before thee,
that we may be made vessels of mercy, meet for the Master's use,

and prepared unto every good work . May thy goodness soften our
hard hearts, and lead us to repentance ; and, like returning prodi

gals to our heavenly Father, to say, Father, we have sinned against
heaven , and in thy sight, and are no more worthy to be called thy
children . Grant that we may be reconciled unto thee by receiving

the atonement, and that being found in Christ, he may be made unto
us wisdom , and righteousness , and sanctification , and redemption ,

that glorying wemay glory only in the Lord. Thus may we all be
saints, holy beings conformed to God in his moral perfections, and
constantly employed in his holy and honorable service. O may we
receive the spirit of grace and supplication , praying always with all

prayer and supplications in the Spirit, and having Christ as our
New Testament altar. May we through him

offer unto God all our

spiritual sacrifices for acceptance. May we remember that if we are
not saints , we must be impenitent sinners under the curse of the law ,
and having thy wrath abiding on us ; and that when Christ comes
again to be glorified in his saints , and admired in all them that be

lieve, we must be punished with everlasting destruction from the

presence of the Lord , and the glory of his power. Wethank thee,
O Lord, for our personal and domestic comforts ; and now we com
mit ourselves to thy care and keeping during thesilence and slumbers

of the night. May webe safe, being under thy protection , and if
spared to see the dawn of another day, may webe raised up in health
and comfort, and receive those supplies of grace which are necessary
to fit us for its duties. Forgive, we beseech thee, ourmanifold trans

gressions, and may these, our imperfect prayers, be heard and an .
sivered, for Christ's sake. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . - ZEPHANIAH II.
O LOR ), thou art holy, and just, and good , of purer eyes than to

behold iniquity. Evil cannot dwell with: thee, nor can sinners in
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themselves stand before thee with acceptance. Weare all as an un
clean thing, and our iniquities as the wind have carried us away

from thee. We have transgressed thy holy law , forfeited all claim
to thy favor, and become obnoxious to the effects of thy righteous
displeasure. Thou mightest have banished us forever from thy pres.
ence, and deprived us of the hope of mercy, and of the privilege of
prayer. But we bless thee for opening to us a new and living way,
by which we, sinful as we are, may draw near unto thee with the
hope of acceptance . Wethank thee for setting Christ before us as
the way, the truth , and the life ; through him we would now come
unto thee and present our supplications. Whilst thou art command
ing us, in thy word , to turn unto thee that wemay live, we beseech
thee to give us the grace of true repentance . Turn us and we shall
be turned, for thou art the Lord our God ; and whilst thou art say .

ing unto us, Seek yemy face, dispose our hearts to reply, Thy face
and favor, O Lord, will we seek , for thy favor is life, and thy loving

kindness is better than life and all its enjoyments. Grant, O Lord,
that we may be poor in spirit, that ours may be the kingdom of
hcaven . May we mourn over our sins, that we may be comforted .

May we be meek, that we may inherit the earth . May we hunger
and thirst after righteousness, that we may be filled. May we be
merciful, that we may obtain mercy. May we be peace-makers,
that wemay be called the children of God ; and pure in heart, that
wemay see God . May it be our constant study to be growing in
grace , and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ;
and may we trust in the name of the Lord, that we may be hid in
the day of the Lord's anger, and saved from the wrath to come.
May we be safe under the protection of the Almighty, and suitably

exercised under the dispensations of divine providence. In the day
of health and prosperity may we not be proud , and in the day of
sickness and adversity may we not despond ; but trusting in the
Lord , may we be kept in perfect peace, and enabled to say in every
situation , Good is the will of the Lord . Deliver us from the slavery

of sin and satan ; bring us into the glorious liberty of the children
ofGod. May idolatry and wickedness, cruelty and crimes, be ban
ished from the face of the earth ; and may incense and a pure offer
ing be presented unto the Lord from the rising to the setting sun .

May men be blessed in Christ, and all nations call him blessed. We
thank thee, O Lord, for protecting us during the past night, and for
any rest we have enjoyed , and for the mercies of this morning. Be

with us through the day, assist us in discharging the duties that are
incumbent on us and our several stations and relations, and thus
may we promote our own personal happiness and the comfort of all
the members of our household . Pardon all our offences, accept of
our thanks for all thy mercies, and let goodness and mercy follow us

all our days, for Chrisi's sake. Amen.
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O LORD our God, thou art exceeding great, being clothed with
honor and with majesty. Thou art glorious in holiness, fearful ir

praises, ever doing wonders. Thy power is Almighty, thy wisdom
is unsearchable, thy goodness unbounded, thy holiness unspotted ,

thy justice inflexible, and thy tender mercies are over all thy works.
We bless thee for proclaiming .thy name to be the Lord , the Lord

God, mercifuland gracious, slow to anger, and ready to forgive ini
quity, transgression , and sin , and yet will by no means clear the

guilty without satisfaction to thy justice. We thank thee for ap
pointing, under the ancient dispensation , typical atoning sacrifices,
as prefiguratives of the great atonement which Christ in the end of
the world was to make for sin , when he gave himself for us a sacri
fice and an offering for a sweet-smelling savor ; and we thank thee
fer setting him forth under the gospel dispensation as a propitiation

through faith in his blood, to declare thy righteousness in the re
mission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God, that
thou mightest be just, and the justifier of them who believe in Jesus.
We desire, therefore, to approach the footstool of the throne of
grace, to confess our sins with humility and contrition, in the hope
of obtaining mercy and grace to help in time of need. We ac
knowledge we have not loved thee with all our hearts, nor worship
ped thee in spirit and in truth . We have not hallowed thy name,
nor sanctified thy sabbaths. We have failed in the duties we owe

unto thee, to our fellow -creatures, and fellow -Christians, and to our.
selves. We are exceedingly guilty ; our sins are great and highly
aggravated . We have been careful about many things, and neg.
lectful of the one thing needful. We have preferred the safety of
our bodies to the salvation of our souls, and the shadows of time to
the realities of eternity. Deaf to the voice of wisdom , we have walk .
ed in the ways of folly ; and because sentence against our evil deeds
has not been speedily executed , our hearts have been set in us to do

evil. Lord, be merciful to us sinners. Justify us freely by thy

grace, sanctify us by thy Spirit, strengthen us by thy grace for the

our minds a judgments past sin utements the four lo

various duties we may be called to discharge. Put thy laws into

our minds, write them upon our hearts, and cause us to keep thy

statutes, and judgments, and all thy holy commandments. Enable
us to repent of all our past sins, and to bring forth the fruits meet
for repentance ; and when thy judgments are abroad in the earth ,
may we learn righteousness. We thank thee for the mercies of the
day that has now closed upon us, and for all themercies of theweek

now about to terminate . Wecommit ourselves to thy gracious pro
tection through the night. If we are spared to see the light of
another Lord's day, may we be raised ia a spiritual frame of mind,
and be enabled to sanctify thy sabbath , and reverence thy sanctuary,

and derive much spiritual benefit from thy word and ordinances.
And when we shall have finished our course,may we die in faith , and
receive the end of our faith, the salvation of our souls. Graciously

hear, pardon,and accept ofus,and bless us, for Christ's sake. Amen
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SABBATH MORNING . — PSALMS CXLIII. CXLIV.
GRACIOUS Lord, we desire to come before thee, on this the morn .
ing of thine own day, with the voice of gratitude and praise . This
is the day the Lord hath made, in it would we rejoice. We bless

thee, O Lord, for thy unspeakable gift, Christ Jesus ; and that who
soever believeth in him shall not perish , but have everlasting life .
Enable us to believe on his name, and rely on his finished work .

May we be graciously redeemed from all iniquity, and so purified as
to be made a peculiar people, zealous of good works. May we be
so strengthened by thy grace, as ever to testify that we have been
with Jesus. We mourn, O Lord , that hitherto this has been so

much forgotten by us. We mourn that our zeal for good has been
so cold ; that our faith has been so weak , and our love so transient.

We mourn that, notwithstanding all our privileges, we come so
lamentably short, that notwithstanding all our light, we still walk in
so much darkness. Wemourn that we have often allowed the cares
and pleasures of this world to wean our hearts from thee, and that

through the deceitfulness of sin , we have so often disobeyed thy
voice, and despised thy corre tion . We confess with shame that of
ten through the wilful blindness of our minds, we behold no beauty
in Emmanuel, that he should be desired ; and no glory in his work ,

that he should be confided in . O Lord, we beseech thee this day so
to fill us with thy Spirit, that the word read and to be spoken may
be abundantly blessed to our souls . Wherever Christ is preached

this day, there may he be glorified in the conversion of sinners.
May thy word be attended everywhere with demonstration of the
Spirit, and with power, and may multitudes be led to forsake the
service of sin and satan .

O Lord, hasten the time when all shall

know thee ; when the wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad ,
and when the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. Hasten
the time when the eyes of the spiritually blind shall be opened, the
ears of the deaf be unstopped, and the lame leap as an hart, and the
tongue of the dumb sing . Hasten the time when all the divisions
in thy church shall be healed ; when Judah shall no more vex

Ephraim , nor Ephraim envy Judah, but when all thy people shall
be of one mind, and one heart. May brotherly love more and more
abound, till those that are without are again constrained to say , Be
hold how these Christians love one another. O Lord, remember the

young and rising generation. Bless all the efforts now making for
their conversion .

Bless every sabbath -school in our land .

May

teachers and taught be alike taught of thee, and possess not only
knowledge in their understanding, but grace in their hearts. Keep

us hy thy Holy Spirit throughout48this day. May we not think our
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own thoughts , nor speak our own words, nor do our own actions, on
thy holy day. Graciously remember all our friends and relations.

May all of them be related to thee by the blood of thy Son, and be
come friends of Jesus. Give them a new heart, and put a right

spirit within them . Cause them to hear thy loving-kindness in the
inorning, and ti know the way in which they should walk . Teach

them all to do thy will, and quicken them for thy name's sake.

Graciously remember, too, we beseech thee, allthe children ofafflic
tion . Suit the communications of thy grace to their respective
wants. Give them beauty for ashes, the oilof joy for mourning, and

the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. May they feel that
all things whatsoever work together for good to them that love God.

Forgive, O Lord, the sins of our holy things, and now graciously hear
and answer these our prayers, for Christ's sake. Amen

SABBATH EVENING .– PSALM CXLV.

O LORD, thou art great, and greatly to be praised ; thy greatness
is unsearchable. All thy works shall praise thee , and thy saints
shall bless thee, for thou art good to all, and thy tender mercies are
over all thy works. Webless thee for all our privileges, for all the
means of grace , and for the joyful sound of the gospel. May we not
misimprove them , but do thou send a plenteous rain to refresh thine
inheritance when it is weary , and make all the places about thy hill

a blessing. Our time and our thoughts we have wasted upon the
vanities of theworld , and have been forgetful and careless of the re
alities of eternity . We have much need to say, forgive even in our
very holiest services, and to plead that thou wouldst not enter into
judgment with us, for in thy sight can no flesh be justified .

Lead us

now to the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world .
May we be washed in his blood, and purified by his Spirit ; and give

us, O Lord, unwavering trust in thy unehangeable love and grace,
and unshaken contidence in the atoning death and glorious interces .

sion ofour Redeemer. Do thou so unite us by faith to our great
Head , that neither life, nor death , nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth , nor any other creature, may be able to separate us from

the

love of God which is in Christ Jesus the Lord. Hear, also, O Lord ,
our prayers in behalf of all thy people throughout the world .
Graciously bless all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and
truth . Awaken all careless sinners who yet care for none of these

things. By thy Spirit convince them of sin , and lead them to in .
quire what they must do to be saved . Instruct them in the saving

knowledge of the Redeemer, and give them grace to believe unto
salvation . Let thy word, O Lord , have free course, and be glorified .
Remember, we bescech thee, all thy outcast people, who are still
Joved for their fathers' sake. Bless all the ministers of the gospel,
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make them wise, faithful, and diligent in their Master's service,
Bless all our friends and relations with the precious blessings of the

gospel. Remember also , in thy greatmercy, all the children of af.
Hiction . In the night of their trouble, do thou encourage them by
the stars of thy promises, and may they get grace fully to rely on

thy faithfulness, knowing that all thy promises are yea and Amen
in Christ Jesus. And now , O Lord , be very near to us. Be our
God and our guide, even unto death, and our never- failing portion .
During our pilgrimage on earth do thou never leave us, and in our

temptations do thou never forget us. Evermake thy grace sufficient
for us, and perfect that strength in our weakness. Hitherto , O Lord,
thou hast mercifully blessed us, and hast never left thyself without a

witness to thy love and goodness , for thou hast crowned us with
loving -kindness, and hast satisfied our mouths with good things.
Accept of our thanksgiving for all these mercies, and make usmore

and more grateful. Watch over us during the silent watches of the
night, and continue to bless us. Our waiting eyes are now towards

thee . Do thou hear and answer us for the Lord Jesus' sake. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING. — ZEPHANIAH III.
O LORD, we bless thy holy name, that through Jesus Christ we
now enjoy freedom of access to a throne of grace. O Lord, gracious
ly draw near to us at this time, and fill us with thy love. So deal

with us, that our souls may bless thy holy name for all thy benefits.
May weknow thee to be gracious in forgiving our sins, healing ou
diseases, redeeming our lives from destruction , and in crowning us
with loving -kindness and tender mercy. We rejoice to know , O

Lord, that we cannot ask too much , if we ask in the name of Christ.
For his sake thou art ready to fulfil all our petitions, and to supply
all our wants. O Lord, we need life , light, and love ; and we rejoice
that in Christ there is a fulness of these blessings, to which we are
all welcome. We beseech thee, O Lord, not to leave us to ourselves.
Allow us not to be satisfied with a mere name to live, while dead ;

or to rest in the form , without the power of godliness. Help us to
say in all sincerity of soul, Search us, O God, and know our hearts,
and see if there be any wicked way in us. By thy good Spirit, O

Lord, do thou teach us, and lead us into the land of uprightness.

Wedeserve not these blessings at thy hands, for in thy sight shall
no man living be justified. We claim them , not for any merit of
ours, but only through the infinite merits and glorious intercession
of Jesus Christ, in whom and by whom alone, we can approach with

humble boldness the footstool of thy throne. Accept, O Lord , of
our thanksgivings for all thy kindness to us since we had a being.

We thank thee for what peace and repose wemay have last night
enjoyed , for the light of another day, and, above all, for the precious
truih we have now been permitted to read. Wethank thee for all
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our'unnumbered mercies ; but especially for a preached gospel, and
an all-sufficient, all-willing Saviour, through whom we may find

eternal life. From a sweet experience in our hearts of the truth of

thy word ,may we truly feel that the gospel is a joyful sound, and
may we be enabled to testify by our whole life and conversation its
glorious and divine efficacy on the soul. Attend us all, O Lord,
throughout this day . Be thou our gracious Keeper ; preserve us from
all evil, and enable us at all times to let our light so shine before

men, that they, seeing our good works, may be led to glorify thee
our Father in heaven. May the instructions received by us on thy
holy Sabbath be ever brought to our remembrance, and be applied
in all the duties and trials of life . Let us never be ashamed of thee
nor of thy cause, but so faithfully confess thy name, that all may take
knowledge of us that we have been with Jesus. O Lord, graciously
remember those that are over us in the Lord . Make them pastors

after thine own heart, men of God and men of prayer, faithfully de
voted to thy service. Remember, too, all that are in authority over

us, that they may at all times be under thy holy guidance, and that
we under them may live in peace and godliness. Remember in mer
cy all the efforts now making to spread the gospel both among Jews

and Gentiles. Abundantly bless every exertion, and pour out thy

Spirit to refresh thy heritage, for it is weary. Now , what wait we
for but thy blessing. Lord , hear us in mercy , forgive, and answer
us, for the Lord Jesus' sake. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING. — REVELATION X .
O LORD , enable us now to draw near to the footstool of thy throne,

remembering that thou art a Spirit, and must be worshipped in spirit
and in truth . Enable us, O Lord, to confide at once in thy wisdom
and love, and in our sweet experience may we feel, that through

Christ thou canst be a just God and yet a Saviour. We confess, 0
Lord , that our faith is weak , and that we are ready to give way to
the suggestions of unbelief, to walk more by sight than by faith ,
and thus sinfully to question thy truth and faithfulness. But, O
Lord, do thou graciously forgive, and mercifully subdue our unbe
lief; and sooner may we believe that heaven and earth would pass
away, than one promise of thine be unfulfilled, or one pledge unre .
deemed . May we have a sure and abiding interest in Christ, and
serve him with a warm and unchanging love. May we so walk that
those who are over us in the Lord may be enabled to give thanks,

hearing of our faith and love toward the Lord Jesus and toward all
saints. O Lord, be graciously pleased to strengthen the hands and
encourage the hearts of all those whom thou hast made pastors in
thy church. Remember also , O Lord , the dark places of the earth .
Have mercy on those who are still worshipping stocks and stones,
and bowing before gods which have eyes but see not, and ears but
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hear not. Make them willing in the day of thy power, and speedily
bring them to bow the knee to Jesus. And, O Lord, we earnestly
entreat thee to remember the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Send

forth faithful and devoted men to seek their welfare . Yea , greatly
bless all missionaries in their labors-of love, whether preaching to
Jews or Gentiles. Be especially gracious to all the members of this
household. In rich mercy, do thou grant that all of us may belong
to the household of faith, and the family of Christ. May our eyes
be so opened , and our hearts so touched , that each of us may be
able to say, My beloved is mine, and I am his. Accept, O Lord , of
our thanksgiving for all thy goodness to us during the past day, for

delivering us from evil, for protecting us from danger, and for all
our temporal and spiritual comforts. Continue, O Lord, thy good
ness to us ; and with all thy blessings give us, we beseech thee, the

blessing of a gratefulheart for all ourmercies. Remember all that
are in affliction, and suit thy grace to their wants, and bring to their
remembrance all thy precious promises. Be thou the Father of the
fatherless, the Husband of the widow , the orphan 's stay, and the
stranger's shield . Remember all thy gracious promises to them , and

in their own experience may they know the Lord 's unchangeable
love and grace. May all their afflictions prove blessings, and by
them all may they be led to a closer walk with God . Our waiting

eyes, O Lord, are now towards thee, and our hope is in thy word.
We plead no merit of ours, but place our entire reliance on the per
fect merit of our Lord and Saviour. It is in his name we now ap
proach , and now present these our petitions. O Lord, do thou

graciously hear, answer, and forgive, for the Lord Jesus' sake.
Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING .— ZECHARIAH I.
HOLY and heavenly Father, in whom the families of the earth are
blessed, we bow with one accord before thy throne. We lament, O
God , our sins and our shortcomings before thee. Wert thou to
mark iniquity, we could not answer thee for one, even the least, of
the countless thousands of our transgressions. Enter not into judg.
ment with us, we humbly beseech thee, for in thy sight can no man

living be justified . May we be justified freely through the redemp
tion that is in Jesus Christ. Create within us clean hearts and right
spirits, sanctify us wholly , and let no idol of this world withdraw
our hearts from thee, who alone art worthy of our highest adoration
and supreme affection . Enable us to love thee supremely , and to
walk in love to one another, as thou hast loved us, and hast given
thy Son as a propitiation for our sins. Blessed be now the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for in him thou hast blessed us
with all spiritual mercies ; and blessed be he who came in the name

of the Lord to save us. Blessed be the Lord our God , the God of
Israel, who hath visited and redeemed his people. Our souls mag
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nify the Lord ,and our spirits rejoice in God our Saviour, for he who
is mighty hath done for us great things, holy, and excellent, and
venerable is his name. When we consider the glory and majesty

with which thou art invested , the spirituality and extent of thy law ,
the exceeding purity and breadth of the commandment, and, at the
same time, reflect upon our own guilt and unworthiness, we have
much reason to be covered with shame and confusion in thy holy
presence, for our sins are many and aggravated. We have sinned
with our fathers, and after the manner of their transgression .

O

mark not against us our sins, dealnot with us according to our ways
and our doings, but according to the multitude of thy tender mercies

in Christ, even the sure mercies of David , and accept us in the Be
loved. Make us more and more sensible of our danger, that we may

flee to the stronghold which thou hast provided for the prisoners of
hope ; and also of our disease, that we may apply to the sovereign
Physician of souls for a remedy. Convince us more and more of
our wants and our weaknesses, that we may come to thee in whom

all fulness dwells, and with whom is everlasting strength . Make us
deeply acquainted with our coldness and deadness in spiritual and
heavenly things. Quicken us, and we shall be a family rightly call

ing upon thy name, and worshipping thee in spirit and in truth.
We rejoice to know that thou, the Lord God omnipotent, reignest,
that all things are under thy sovereign control, that nothing can be
fall to us without thy permission , and that thou makest all things to

work together for good to those who love thee, and are the called
according to thy purpose. We pray for the peace and prosperity
of our Jerusalem . Build up her walls, repair the breaches of them ,
and let the ark of thy covenant and of thy strength remain in her
temple. May the Holy One of Israel be great in the midst of her,

may her suburbs be extended , and may her children multiply and
replenish the land. Visit the vine which thou hast planted ; let not
the beasts ofathe
a it ; water it with
venforestayor of the
tendfield trample
s anabupon

dew from cheaven ;; m
may it
it ex
extend itits br
branches. .to the ends of the
earth : and may generations yet unborn sit under its shade, and be

refreshed with its fruit. Let thy watchful eye be upon us for good,
guide us this day by thy counsel, prepare us for every duty and for
every trial, and enable us to grow daily in grace and in meekness

for thy heavenly kingdom and glory. Hear these our humble and
united prayers, and give an answer of comfort and of peace, for the
sake of Christ our Redeemer, whom thou always hearest, and to

whom , with thee and the Holy Spirit, be the glory forever. Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . - REVELATION XI.

INFINITELY great and gracious God, of whom , through whom , and
to whom , are all things, and who alone art the worthy object of all

religious worship, we would lift un nur hearts with our hands to
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thee in the heavens, and offer unto thee our united homage, by

pray call upon ook not on and our prayet intercessind love

prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving. Quicken us, and we
will call upon thy name. Open our lips, and we will show forth
thy praise. Look not on us as weare in ourselves ; but look on the

face of thy beloved Son, and our prayers shall come up before thee
as a memorial, through his all-prevalent intercession . For his sake
pardon all our sins, and receive us graciously, and love us freely.

May he be made unto us wisdom , and righteousness, and sanctifica
tion , and redemption ; and may we receive him in all his offices and
characters, and rest upon him alone, as he is offered to us in the
gospel. Enable us to glorify thee our Father in heaven , and to
adorn the doctrine ofGod our Saviour. Enlarge our hearts, and we
shall run the ways of thy commandments, which are all holy, and
just , and good . Give us the knowledge of thee and of thy truth,

which maketh wise unto salvation ; the faith which worketh by love,
and the love which casteth out every fear but that of offending thee.
Give us the fear of the Lord, which is the beginning of wisdom , and
the wisdom which cometh from above, and which is first pure, then

gentle and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and of all good fruits.
Give us what is good, whether we ask it or ask it not; and withhold
from us what is evil, though in our ignorance we should ask it ; and

be ever gracious and bountiful to give us what is truly good for us

in time and through eternity. We pray for the advancement of
pure and undefiled religion in the world . May thy word have free

course everywhere, and be glorified. Give thy Son the heathen for
an inheritance. Have mercy on thy once chosen people, the chil.
dren of Abraham , and bring in the Jews with the fulness of the

Gentiles. Pour out thy Spirit on the house of David , and the in
habitants of Jerusalem , and open , on the high mountains of Israel, a
Told for thy flock . We pray for our country, for the sovereign on
the throne, and all subordinate magistrates, for the Christian church ,

and all the ministers of thy word. Pour oil into the lamps of thy
sanctuary, that they may give light to all in the house. * Put the
Spirit of life into thy servants who minister in holy things. May
they stand firmly on their feet, and deliver thy word with freedom
and faithfulness, and may their report be received with meekness ;
and may thy arm be manifestly revealed by the number of those
who have been turned unto righteousness. May the ark of thy cov
enant be seen in thy sanctuary on earth ; and may we all be pre

pared to see it more perfectly in the holy place of the heavenly tem

ple. Prepare us for joining in the triumphant song of the saints and
angels above, who give blessing, and honor, and glory, to the Ma

jesty of heaven forever and ever. Amen .

WEDNESDAY MORNING . — ZECHARIAH II. III. ,

O LORD, we bend the knee at thy footstool, and lift up our voice
unto thee. Thou art the living and true God, the Creator of heaven
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and earth , the Father of angels, and ofmen ; the first and last ; the
wisest and best, the holiest and greatest of beings. Every perfection
is thine ; all nature is subject to thy control; man alone is rebellious.
Yet, O Lord , thou pitiest him , and hast sent forth thy Son to save

him from eternal ruin, by calling him to repentance, faith , and prayer,
in virtue of the great sacrifice of the cross. Our voice, therefore, O
Lord, shalt thou hear in the morning ; in the morning willwe direct

our prayer to thee, and will look up. We approach thee, O Lord ,
this morning, in the name of Jesus Christ thy Son, and our adorable
Saviour. We approach thee with the language of thanksgiving and
praise. We bless, we magnify thy holy name together, for the mer.

cies of the past night, for the lightof another day, for life, health of

body, soundness of mind, food, raiinent, society, friends, relatives,
and every worldly comfort; but moin especially for spiritual mer.
cies, for Jesus Christ thine unspeakable gift, and for casting our lot

in a Christian land. We bless thee, O Lord , with grateful hearts,
for pitying man in his low and lost estate ; for sending the Son of
thy love to suffer and die for his sins ; and for planting a church in

this rebellious world , redeemed by the precious blood of Christ,
which may be afflicted, but shall never be forsaken of thee ; which
may be persecuted, but shall never be destroyed ; which though

small in its beginning, shall be great in its increase , and glorious in
its triumphs, subduing and filling the whole earth , of which thou

hast spoken, saying, I will be a wall of fire around thee , and the
glory in the midst of thee. We pray , O Lord, that we may be
brought into thy church, and kept in it by the mighty power of thy
grace. Father, we have sinned, and perverted our way before thee.

We grieve, we mourn for our sins, which are many and great ; and
we desire to hate and forsake them , and to turn unto thee, unfeign

edly , with our hearts. O Lord , we beseech thee to havemercy upon
us. Blot out our sins, O divine Saviour, in thy most preciousblood.
Sanctify us, O thou Holy and Eternal Spirit ; and purge our con

sciences, by the blood of Christ, from dead works, that we may
henceforth serve thee in righteousness and fear all our days. Grant
us thy mercy, O God ; and show to us thy salvation ; then shall we

praise thee with joyful lips. Extend, O Lord , we beseech thee, the
borders of the Redeemer's kingdom . Bless the church which thou
hast planted and watered with precious blood , and which thou hast

sworn to defend against all her enemies. O give unto thy Son , the
heathen for an inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for
a possession . Fulfil all thy promises made to Christ, and to his

believing people ; and let the whole earth be filled with his glory .
Pity , O God, we beseech thee,the perishing heathen ; and O remem .
ber in mercy thine ancient people the Jews, and may it be given
unto them , as here promised, to dwell in their own land, and wor :

ship under their own vine and fig tree. Lord , bemerciful to us this
day, and I keep us in thy holy fear , and deliver us from all evil ;
for all we ask is in the name and through the merits of Jesus Christ,

to whom , with thee, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, be praise and
glory, forever and ever. Amen .
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WEDNESDAY EVENING .– REVELATION XII.
The heavens declare thy glory, O Lord, and the firmament pro
claims thy handy work . Day unto day uttereth speech , and night
unto night teaches us new knowledge of thee. Thou , O Lord,
makest the mornings and the evenings to rejoice over us. There

fore, O Lord, do we humbly and reverently, in Christ Jesus our

Lord , draw near to pay our evening tribute of adoration, gratitude,
and praise ; also to bewail our transgressions, and humble ourselves

before thee ; and fervently to implore pardoning mercy, sanctifying,
consoling, and quickening grace, and eternal glory beyond death and
the grave ; as a free gift through the precious blood of thy dear Son .

Accept now , O Lord, we beseech thee, our heartfelt thanksgivings
for all thy mercies, temporal and spiritual,manifested to us ever since
we had a being. See our deep and unfeigned humiliation for sin .
And O pity and forgive, for the sake of Christ's righteousness, for

the sake of his incarnation, obedience, sufferings, death , resurrection ,
ascension , and constant intercession at thy right hand. We admire
and praise thee, O Lord , for all thy works, which are truly wonder
ful, but more especially for the stupendous work of human redemp
tion . Herein is love ; not that we loved God, but that he loved us,
and gave his Son to die for us, and to set up a kingdom of right

eousness, peace, and joy, which shall terminate only with the world
itself. Translate us, o God , most merciful, by thy Spirit, into this
holy and happy kingdom . Clothe our souls with the bright robes
of Christ's righteousness. Infuse also thy healthful grace into our

hearts. Make us sons and daughters by adoption. Strengthen us
to endure afflictions and temptations. Dispose and enable us to
abound in good works. And O preserve us safe to thy heavenly
kingdom , so that when we awake on the resurrection morn wemay
behold thy face in mercy, and be satisfied with thy likeness. Sen .

sible, O Lord, of the great value of gospel blessings,we pray that
thy Son 's kingdom may be universally extended. Ogive thy Son
the heathen for an inheritance. And let all his obdurate enemies
and opposers speedily perish. We rejoice, O Lord , to know , that
thy church is not always to abide in the wilderness ; but is soon to

come forth as the sun, fair as the moon, and terrible as an army with
banners. 0 ! hasten the time, and let the song be sung again by
multitudes in every land, -- Now is come salvation, and strength , and
the kingdom of our God , and the power of his Christ, for the accuser

of the brethren is cast down, who accused them before God day and
night. Bless, O God ,most merciful, all our brethren of mankind .
Bless the President, and all in authority. Bless our relatives, bene
factors, and acquaintances. Visit the sick and afflicted with great

compassion . Prepare the dying for death , and teach the living to
be ever mindful of death and eternity. Dwell in this family by thy
covenant-presence. May the Lord bless us, and keep us evermore ;

for all we now beg, is for Christ's sake. Amen .
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THURSDAY MORNING . — ZECHARIAH IV. V.

Lord, iinntthethinmorning
WE rejoice ,'O
ed thafornkstruly the light is
,O Lord,
g for heignlight;
sweet, and it is a pleasant thing for the eyes to behold the sun ; and

we desire to give thee hearty and unfeigned thanks for the mercies
of the past night, for the light of a new day, for every worldly com
fort, for every social blessing, for food and raiment, and all things

which thou hast given us richly to enjoy. Much more, O Lord,
would we rejoice in the light of the Sun of Righteousness, for truly

his light is sweet, and it is a pleasant thing to behold his face in
mercy ; and we desire to praise, to magnify thy name, that he has
risen upon us and our country with healing in his rays. O may he
nhteour
sline iinto
Maydayhebyconthe
from oand
ur prSpirit,
ay his
bd word
eir dar .this
ice
rn awof
shine
e tulight
n thhearts
to enlighten their darkness , to expel their fears, and to assuage their

tumultuous sorrows. May he comfort our afflicted souls with the
joys of his salvation ; and may he turn away the flying roll laden
with the curses of Jehovah from our doors, and from our persons
and families. May our sun never go down , and may we rejoice in
the salvation of the Lord evermore, saying, The Lord is my light
and my salvation, whom shall I fear ? The Lord is the strength of

my life, of whom shall I be afraid ? Lord, we have sinned and
perverted our way before thee. Wehumble ourselves in thy holy

sight, and greatly afflict our souls for sin , that abominable thing
which thou hatest, for which Christ suffered, bled , and died ; and

for which he descended into the grave, that we might live eternally.
Be merciful to us, O Lord, thine unworthy servants. Christ, bemer .
ciful to us, we beseech thee ; and ( plead our cause with the Father,

making mention of thy righteousness, and of thine only. Holy
Spirit, bemerciful to us, andmake intercession within uswith groan
ings which cannot be uttered. Father, Son , and Holy Ghost, one
God, be merciful to us sinners who trust in thee by virtue of the
everlasting covenant ; and 0 heal our backslidings, and love us
freely ; putting thy grace into our hearts, that we may no more wil.
fully offend against thee, no more handle the ephah of wickedness.
Lord, remember, we beseech thee, thy Zion . Build up her walls,

beautify her palaces, and strengthen her towers. May she speedily
become the joy and refuge of all nations. We rejoice in what is

written concerning her, Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms
ofmy hands ; thy walls are continually beforeme. She was brought
low by the sins of her people in the time of her captivity ; but thou
didst build her up again by thy servants Zerubbabel and Joshua ;
and thou art still feeding her with oil poured forth from the two
olive-branches, the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the
whole earth ; and wilt feed her, we believe and trust, till the right
cousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof
as a lamp that burneth . Lord, hear this our cry, and let thine ear
be attentive to the voice of our supplications. Lord, bless us and

keep us. Lord , make thy face to shine upon us, and be gracious to
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us. Lord , lift up thy countenance upon us,and give uspeace. And

now unto God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be glory, honor,
and praise ascribed forever and ever, through Jesus Christ." Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . – REVELATION XIII.

LORD God Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, we worship
thee. We adore thee as the true God, as the Father of our spirits,
and the framer of our bodies. Early were we cast on thy divine
care, and hitherto hast thou sustained us. How manifold , O Lord,

are thy loving-kindnesses ! They are new to us every morning,and
thy faithfulness every evening; yea, every moment of our existence.
We thank thee, O Lord, through Jesus Christ, for every one ofthem ,

and particularly for Jesus Christ himself, thine unspeakable gift to a
lost and perishing world . O may we be saved by him from the
wrath to come; and crown, we beseech thee, O Lord ,the various acts
of thy tender mercies, by bestowing upon us, though his infinite
merits, everlasting life and unfading honors. Then shall we praise

thee with hearts glowing with admiration, love, and gratitude, not
only through the transient scenes of our earthly pilgrimage, but
also through the ever-enduring ages of eternity , saying, Now , unto
him that loved us, and washed us in his blood, and made us kings
and priests unto God , be glory, honor, and dominion, forever. Of

the least of thy mercies, O Lord, we are utterly unworthy. Father,
we have sinned against heaven , and in thy sight. Our sins are a
burden too heavy for us to bear. We confess them . Wemourn
over them . We cry for help . We look , O God, to thy mercy in
Christ. We look to Jesus as crucified for us. We look to the Holy
Spirit, as the Spirit of Christ for sanctification . We look to the

blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than the blood of
Abel, for justification . Thus looking, o suffer us not to perish .
Let us be as brands plucked from the fire. Let us be washed, let us

be justified, let us be sanctified, by the blood of our Lord Jesus, and
by the Spirit of the living God . Lord , grant that all men may be
brought along with us, our friends, relatives, acquaintances, and bene
factors into the kingdom of Christ, set up from the beginning in this
evil and rebellious world . And let no weapon formed against it
ever prosper. Bring down the man of sin , the two-horned beast
that maketh war against the saints of the Most High. And with
him , O Lord, bring down all those antichristian kingdoms that fight

to uphold his spiritual despotism . We rejoice, O Lord, that thou
reignest, that thou art able, and art pledged to bring down every
power that exalts itself against thee and thine Anointed .

O hasten

the time. Fill the earth speedily with thy glory. Bless our country .
Bless our rulers with grace to reign for Christ. Dwell in this family .
Watch over us this night. May goodness infinite and covenanted ,
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be our portion in time and throughout eternity , for the sake of the
merits of Jesus Christ, to whom , with thee the Father, and the ever

blessed Spirit, be glory forever and ever. Amen.

FRIDAY MORNING.— ZECHARIAH VI. VII.
BLESSED be thy great name, O Lord, for the privilege we enjoy
of drawing near to thee in the exercise of prayer, and making our
requests known to thee. O that thy Spirit were poured out upon us

as a Spirit of supplication, that we might be enabled thereby to ap
proach thy throne in genuine devotion , and through Christ Jesus our
Lord, to find acceptance in thy sight. We are not worthy, O God ,
of the least of all thy benefits. Weare the sinful children of apos

tate fathers; and if thou wert to reward us according to our merits,
thou wouldest banish us forever to the place where thy mercy is un
known. Thanks be to thee for all thy great compassion, and for all
thy tender mercies toward the children of men . Especially do we
praise thee for all the goodness which thou hast caused to pass be
fore us who now worship around thy throne. We rejoice that thou
art the Lord God omnipotent that reigneth ; that thy decrees stand

like the mountains ; and that thou hast ordered all things wisely and
well. And though our experience in this world be varied ; though
we are in afflictions sometimes, and sorrow , and again are made joy.

ful by the reception of thy bounty , we would learn, in whatsoever
situation we are, therewith to be content ; and we would pray that
thou wouldest overrule all things for our good, even for the good of

our immortal souls. We praise thee for the unspeakable gift of thy
Son, and for all the hopes and prospects which are opened up to us
through him . We thank thee that thou hast opened up a way, by
the shedding of the blood of the Lamb of God, whereby thou mayest
justify the ungodly, and yet be the just God who hates sin and pun
ishes transgressors. O that we were all enabled to receive him as he
is offered to us in the gospel, as our prophet, our priest, and our
king . Othat we had an experimental acquaintance with him , and
that we were enabled in truth to say of him , He is all our salvation

and all our desire. Forgive, we beseech thee, the hardness of our
hearts, and the rebelliousness of our lives ; and pour out the influ
ences of the Holy Spirit upon us to conform us to the image of
Christ, and to receive him as all and in all to us. We bless thee, O

Lord , for the high privileges with which we have been favored . We
thank thee that thou hast established thy church in the midst ofus ;
and that Jesus the Head of the church, is daily building up the tem .
ple of the Lord . We earnestly entreat that thou wouldst hasten the

triumphs of the Redeemer's cause ; that thou wouldest hasten the
timewhen wickedness shall hide its face as if ashamed , and when

all shall know the truth , and by it be made free. Break down what
ever opposes the progress of the gospel, whether it be heathenish
idolatry, Mahometan delusion, or popish superstition . Send forth
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thy light and thy truth, to scatter the darkness which broods viver
the hearts of the children of men . Let all the people praise thee, O
Lord, let all the people praise thee. And may we, who profess to
be thy servants, have grace imparted to us, to enable us to walk
worthy of our vocation . May we avoid ungodliness, and live so
berly , righteously, and godly, in the present evil world , redeeming
the time, because the days are evil. Do thou take us, and all who

are dear to us, under thy care through the course of the day which
we now begin . May thy word be a light to our feet, and a lamp to
our path , guiding us in the ways in which we should walk . May
we be diligent in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. Pros.
per, we pray thee, the works of our hands, that we may have where.
with to supply our own wants, and to minister to the necessity of
the poor around us. The Lord be our portion, and the portion of

our friends, for Christ's sake. Amen .

FRIDAY EVENING .– REVELATION XIV .
O LORD, thou who art the Father of the spirits of all flesh, unto
thee would we lift up our souls in prayer. Who would not fear

thee, O God, and glorify thee, for thou only art the holy One. Yet
blessed be thy name, that whilst thou art great beyond all concep
tion , and whilst we are wicked and unworthy creatures, it is yet our

high privilege to approach thy throne as humble suppliants. Mer
cifully hearken to the voice of our evening prayers, and graciously
pardon our numerous trespasses, dealing with us not according to
our merits, but according to thy great compassion . O our God, we
are ashamed , and blush to lift up our faces before thee, for our ini

quities are increased over our heads, and our trespass is grown up
into the heavens.

Our understandings are darkened, our mind is

carnal, our thoughts are evil, our affections are earthly ; we have

spoken frowardness ; we have done wickedly ; we have forgotten
the God who made us ; we have lightly esteemed the Rock of our
salvation . Even during the day, now drawing to a close, we have

sinned against thee, times without number . The good we would ,
that we have not done ; the evil we would not, that we have done.

Did we not say we would not transgress, we would not offend any
more ? Yet wehave not performed the words of the covenant which
we made before thee, but as treacherous dealers we have dealt treach
erously . For thy name's sake, O Lord, pardon our iniquity. O let
us have the blessedness of those whose transgression is forgiven ,

and whose sin is covered, to whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity ,
and in whose spirit there is no guile . O let us have redemption
through Christ's blood , even the forgiveness of sins, according to the

riches of thy grace. Show us thy mercy, O Lord , and grant us sal.
vation . Blessed be the Lord , who daily loadeth us with his benefits.

The candle of the Lord hath shined upon our head, and by his light
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we have walked through darkness, and the secret of the Lord has
been in our tabernacle. Wewill extol thee, our God, O King, and

will bless thy name forever and ever. Every day will we bless thee,
we will abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and
sing of thy righteousness. Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ,who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly things in Christ. We receive it as a faithful saying, and
worthy of all acceptation , that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners. Glory be to God in the highest, there is on earth
peace, and good -will toward men . ( that we all may be savingly

interested in that glorious work which Christ accomplished on Cal
vary with his agony and blood . Grant us an increase of faith , that

more firmly and fondly than ever we may be able to lay hold on Je
sus as our only refuge. And give us to be crucified with Christ, so
that the life we now live in the flesh , we may live by the faith of the

Son of God, who loved us, and gave himself for us. May the privi.
leges we so richly enjoy, be likewise extended to others. Lord ,
teach transgressors thy ways,and let sinners be converted unto thee.
Let the word of God prevail to the pulling down of strongholds, and

the casting down of imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge ofGod , and let every thought be brought
into obedience to Christ. Let the people which sit in darkness see

a great light, and to them which sit in the region and shadow of
death , let light spring up . And now , Lord , we commend us to thee.

Thou art our refuge, and our strength . The Lord watch over us,
even he that keeps Israel, and neither slumbers nor sleeps. The
Lord be our shade on our right hand, that the sun may not smite us

by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord preserve us from all
evil, the Lord preserve our souls. The Lord preserve our going ou

and coming in, from this time forth , even forever more, for Christ
Jesus' sake. Amen .

SATURDAY MORNING . - ZECHARIAH VIII.

Most merciful Father, we praise and magnify thy name for the
rich provision thou hast made for the well-being of thy church , even
in dark and troublous times ; for the exceeding great and precious

promises of thy word ; for the sweet and refreshing consolations of
thy Spirit ; for the bright prospects of the coming glory ; and for all
the lessons of instruction enibodied in thy procedure in the days of
old with the seed of Abraham thy servant. May thy Spirit enable

us to form right conceptions of the wisdom and rectitude of all thy
dealings ; and seeing that blindness hath now happened in part, even
to the very people to whom pertained the adoption, and the glory,
and the covenants, and the giving of the law , and the service ofGod ,
and the promises, whose were the fathers, and of whom , as concern .

ing the flesh, Christ came,who is over all, God blessed forever; and
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that by reason of their fall salvation hath come unto the Gentiles ;
O preserve us from the guilt and devices of an unbelieving spirit,

lest our provocations also should, in likemanner, bring down upon
us the vengeance of thy righteous judgments. But grant rather ,that

impressed with a sense of our solemn responsibility , and alive to the
value of our religious privileges, we may be enabled diligently to
improve them in this the day of our merciful visitation, that so the
gospel, which has been unto the Jews a stumbling -block , and unto
the Greeks foolishness, may become unto us the wisdom ofGod , and
the power ofGod unto our salvation . Nor let the influence of these
high privileges be confined altogether to ourselves. Let ours be the

honor of co-operating with thyself in the building up of the walls of
Zion , that so the enlargement of thy church may not only diffuse
the blessings of external prosperity over the land, but be rendered

instrumental in the bringing out of all nations of many sons and
daughters unto glory. Have mercy especially on thine ancient peo
ple . O grant that the veil may be removed from their eyes, that

they may look upon him whom they have pierced, and may mourn ,
and be in bitterness for him as one mourneth and is in bitterness for
an only son ; that so thou mayest conduct them to the fountain
opened to the house of David , and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem ,

for sin , and for uncleanness, whilst in that day thou puttest the song
of the prophet into their lips. O Lord, I will praise thee ; though
thou wast angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou com
fortest me. Behold God is my salvation ; I will trust, and not be
afraid ; for the Lord Jehovah is my strength , and my song ; he also
is become my salvation . Therefore with joy shall we draw water

out of the wells of salvation . Accept of our thanks for thy good
ness to us through the night. Be with us during the course of this

day. Assist us in the faithful discharge of every duty, in the vigo
rous resistance of every temptation , in the patient endurance of every
trial. And hear us, and accept of us, and bless us, not because of

any merit that belongs to ourselves, for in ourselves we deserve not
the least of all thy mercies, but only for the sake of Jesus Christ thy

Son, with whom thou art always well-pleased, and whom thou hear
est always. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING .– REVELATION XV. XVI.
O LORD,most holy and true,we desire this evening, in presenting

ourselves before thy throne, to have our minds so imbued with the
sentiments of thy holy word, that we may stand greatly in awe of
thy Majesty , and of thy terrible judgments. Thou art indeed to be
fcüred, and to be had in reverence of all that are round about thee,
for thou art a most holy Lord God, who takest vengeance of men 's
inventions, and who wilt by no means give thy glory unto another.

O forbid that we should ever be found in the position of stout-heart
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ed and impenitent sinners, who are either far from righteousness, or
wandering in paths of darkness or delusion , refusing to come to the
light lest our deeds should be reproved , and seeking shelter to our.
selves in refuges of lies. In thy great mercy do thou deliver us from
all blindness of understanding, and from all callousness of heart, and
from all searedness of conscience, and from all waywardness of af.

fection, and from all systems of falsehood or corruption, that would

keep us at a distance from the great Redeemer, whom thou hast re.
vealed to guilty and miserable sinners as the way, and the truth ,

and the life. And so vouchsafe to us of the grace of thy Holy
Spirit, that sitting at his feet with the docility of little children, we
may be brought to the knowledge of the truth , and made wise unto
salvation . And grant, that counting all things but less for the ex
cellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord, we may win
him , and be found in him , not having our own righteousness, which
is of the law , but that which is through the faith of Christ ; the
righteousness which is of God by faith, that so we may know hin ,
and the power of his resurrection , and the fellowship of his suffer
ings, and be made conformable unto his death , and attain unto the
resurrection of the dead , and be finally admitted into the kingdom

of heaven . Nor suffer us at any time to be indifferent to the purity
of eternal truth, or regardless of the glory of the Redeemer's cause .

Looking frequently within the veil, and beholding the ministering
spirits that are pouring out on the earth below , vials that are impreg.

nated with wrath for the destruction of sinners, as well as laying on
the altar above, censers that are filled with the prayers of saints ;
may it be given to us to embody in our own characters somewhatof
their fervent charity towards all that is holy, and just, and true,
blended with their righteous zeal against all that is base , and abomi
nable, and false . And O grant thy people everywhere being stirred

up , not only to pray , but to contend earnestly for the faith once de
livered to the saints, that all obstacles to the progress of the truth
may be removed ; that the word of the Lord may have free course,
and be glorified amongst all nations, that so 'the blessed era may
come speedily, when the power of antichrist shall be utterly destroy.

ed , and the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the whole earth.

Father of mercies, for the blessings of the week now drawing to a
close, we render unto thee, as is most due, the devoutest gratitude
of our hearts. Take us, and ours, under thy protection , during the
silent watches of the night. And grant ihat, being refreshed with
the sleep which thou promisest to thy beloved, wemay arise in the
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morning impressed with a sense of thy great mercies, and prepared

for joining without distraction of spirit, and with all our hearts, in
the solemn and delightful services of another day ofthe Son of man.

And all that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen.
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SABBATH MORNING .— PSALMS CXLVI. CXLVII.

HEAVENLY Father, who art ever to be sought after in the way of
thine appointment, we come unto thee on this the morning of thy
holy day, specially imploring that thou wouldest send down upon us
a large portion of thy Spirit, to sanctify us for the solemn services in

which thou invitest us to engage. O forbid that we should ever be
tempted, either by the force of our own corruptions, or by the allure

ments of a world lying in wickedness, to cast contempt on any of
the ordinances which thou hast established, or be led to engage in
them with a spirit of carelessness or formality, lest they should be
come the savor of death unto death, instead of the savor of life unto
life . But entering into the courts of thy house with true hearts, and

in the full assurance of faith, may we be enabled to worship thee,
who art a Spirit, in spirit and in truth, offering to thee the sacrifices
of righteousness , and rendering the glory that is due to thy great

name. This day especially may we attain to some elevated concep
tions of the power, and tenderness, and eternalGodhead of that great

Redeemer, who reigneth over Zion throughout all generations.
Whatsoever be the number, the variety, or the urgency of our wants,
we rejoice that we have access to the very Being who regulates the
movements of all worlds, whilst he attends to the interests of the

humblest of his people. May he be the propitiation for all our sins,
and the foundation for all our hopes, and the fountain of all our con
solation ; and coming to him , in his ordinances, with simplicity of
faith , and with enlarged desires, may we be so relieved from the

pressure of our burdens, so cleansed from the pollution of our sins,
and so replenished with the fatness of his house, that we may go
forward on our way rejoicing, adorning the doctrine of Jesus Christ
our Saviour in all things, and bringing forth the fruits of righteous

ness which are to the praise and glory ofGod . Father of mercies,
and God of all grace, who lovest the gates of Zion, yet despisest not
the dwellings of Jacob, look thou with an eye of tenderness on all

afflicted and sorrowful spirits shut out this day from the precious
ordinances of thy house, and lying upon beds of languishing, or of
death . Amid the multitude of their anxious and disquieting
thoughts, let thy sweet comforts replenish and delight their souls.
Grant, especially, that the angel of the everlasting covenant may be

with thein , even he upon whom thy Spirit hath descended, because
thou hast anointed him to preach good tidings unto the meek, to

bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, to
comfort all thatmourn , to give unto them thatmourn in Zion beauty
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for

the spirit of heaviness. Even amid their silent and their solitary
49
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sabbaths, may they hear his blessed voice saying to them , Behold, I
stand at the door, and knock ; if any man hear my voice , and open
the door, I will come in to him , and will sup with him , and he with
me. And grant that, entering freely into spiritual fellowship with
him , they may be so comforted amid all their tribulations, and so

animated with the hopes of the future glory that, forgetful of their

miseries, they may be joyful upon their beds, singing aloud the high
praises of God , and feeling in their very hearts that their light af
fiction, which is but for a momenis, is not worthy to be compared
with the glory that is yet to be revealed .

The angel that walketh

amid the golden candlesticks be present this day in all the churches

throughout the Christian world, that so the voice of rejoicing and
salvation may be heard in all the tabernacles of the righteous. And

let the words of our mouths, and the mediation of our hearts, find
acceptance in thy sight, through Jesus Christ, our strength , and op
Redeemer. Amen .

SABBATH EVENING . – PSALMS CXLVIII, CXLIX . CL.
O Lord of hosts,who dwellest in the high and holy place, seated
on the throne of the universe, and inhabiting eternity with all its
glories, condescend, in thy great mercy, to touch our hearts, this
evening, as with a live coal from off thine altar, that so they may be
stirred up with all that is within them to the celebration of the
praise. It is a privilege altogether inestimable, that thou invitest us
to come, even in the character of needy and miserable suppliants, to
the very throne on which thou art seated , because if we ask in faith
thou hast promised to give to us the blessings that we need , both
for the world thatnow is, and for the world that is to come. But

wherewithal shall we extol the riches and liberality of thy grace, in
calling us to aspire also to the spirit of adoration , and thus permit.

ting us to take a part in the highest of all the exercises in which it is
possible even for unfallen intelligences to engage ! Yet we lament
that our hearts are so indifferent to the value of this high privilege,
and that even on the day specially set apart for thy worship there is

so little in common between usand the glorified hosts, who are serving

thee day and night in thy ternple , singing forever, without distrac
tion , and without weariness, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,
which was, and is, and is to come! O that our hearts were so en.
larged in the range of their desires, and so expanded with all the
fulness ofGod, that we might be able to comprehend with all saints

what is the breadth , and length, and depth , and height, of that love
of Christ which passcth knowledge, that ours, even now , may be the
spirit of heaven ,making us joyful in the house of our pilgrimage,
and furnishing the prelude and preparation for the new song which
shall be sung forever before the throne above, unto him that hath

loved us, and given himself for us. Follow with thy rich blessing
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all the religious exercises in which we and thy people throughout
the Christian world have this day been engaged . Whatever salu

tary impressions have been produced, do thou strengthen and con .
firm more and more ; and give us grace to carry the influence of our
religious exercises wherever we go, that in all the business of life ,

and in every relationship , and in all thatwedo, wemay let our light
so shine before men that they may take knowledge of us that we
have been with Jesus ; and grant also, that by means of the services
of every successive sabbath that we spend on earth , our souls may
approximate to a greater meetness for the enjoyments of that sab .

bath above, which shall be without weariness, without sadness, and
without end. And now , O Lord, let thy blessing be upon us, and
upon all in whom we are interested . Let thy blessing be upon our

rulers ; let thy blessing be upon our senators, that they may be guided
by the wisdom that cometh from above ; on our magistrates, that
they may be a terror to evil-doers, and in all things a praise and

protection to those that do well ; on our ministers, that the pleasure
of the Lord may prosper greatly in their hands ; on the great body
of the people, that they may lead quiet and peaceable lives in all
godliness and honesty , on the poor, the comfortless, the bereaved,

the tempted, and the dying, that the joys of the Lord may be their
strength and their song ; let thy blessing be upon ourselves, in soul,
and in body, and in spirit, that we may be thine amid the watches
of the night, thine amid the light of the morning, thine during the
future course of our pilgrimage, thine in the day of our prosperity,
thine amid the swellings of Jordan , thine in the morning of the res
urrection , thine in the day of judgment, and thine forever. And

unto him who is able to keep us from falling, and to present us

faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, be all
the praise, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen .

MONDAY MORNING .— ZECHARIAH IX. X.

O LORD, who art the confidence of thy people, and the confusion
of thine enemies, we come this morning to seek the hiding-place of

thy grace. We confess before thee our sins, and our manifold prov
ocations, walking contrary to thee, as we have done, and rebelling
against thee, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy
judgments. And we have to lament that every day brings us fresh
occasion for shame and confusion of face in thy presence, adding, as
it does, to the catalogue of our offences. Deal not with us, we en
treat thee, according to our iniquities; for if thou rise up against us
to execute judgment, we cannot answer thee for one of a thousand.
We cast ourselves on thy free pardoning mercy in Christ Jesus the

Lord . O may his blood be the cleansing of all our sins. We come
to thee also to ask the renewal of our hearts. We have occasion to
te:siify and make complaint against ourselves, that while God is en .
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titled to all our heart, and soul, and mind, other objects and other
influences steal in upon our affections and estrange them from thee.
O let us not thus continue to be a reproach to ourselves, and a liv
ing offence against the claims which thy transcendent, thine infinite

mercy, has established upon our gratitude. Bestow upon us, we be
seech thee, that effectual teaching and operation of thy Holy Spirit,

which shall ensure all our affections to God , and enlist all our ener
gies to thy service. We take the more encouragement to prefer this
petition, for that thou hast invited us to ask rain in the time of the lat
ter rain . Comethou down, then , with such copious spiritual effusions
as shall be to us like rain upon the mown grass, as showers that
water the earth. So that our Christian graces and virtues shall re

vive, and grow , and expand, and yield much fragrance . We pray

for thy blessing this day upon this family. Be their God. Vouch .
safe to them thy counsel. Uphold them by thy grace. Direct them
in the active duties of life. Protect them from its temptations and
dangers, and may they, from stage to stage of their sojournings, have

occasion to adopt the memorial, Hitherto the Lord ňath helped us.
All we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

MONDAY EVENING . – REVELATION XVII.

O LORD, who art a Spirit, enable us this evening to approach thee
in spirit and in truth . Enable us to treat the singleness of thy gra
cious purpose with the singleness of contrite and fervent hearts.

We thank thee for the gospel, the pure, the benignant, the peace.
inspiring gospel. We thank thee for the ordinances, the simple or

dinances of Christianity , fraught with such gracious earnests of heav

en's mercies to the soul. We thank thee for the bible, and for the
freedom of its perusal. We thank thee for sabbaths, and for their
spiritual sanctity . O may we be taught to cultivate these privileges,
in the spirit of the admonition, that to whom much is given , of them

much shall be required. We pray that thou wilt endow us with the
native, lovely , and lowly graces of Christ's own gospel. Suppress
in us every lofty imagination , every high thought, every aspiring

temper, every vain -gloriousmotive, every ostentatious feeling, every
self-exalting impulse, every self-righteous pretension . Beget in us,
we entreat thee, a love for whatever partakes of the simplicity , the
lowliness, the meekness, the gentleness that is in Christ. May we
be taught the apostolic precept, To be clothed with humility. May

our adorning be that of a meek and quiet spirit. May our ruling
principle be unfeigned faith wrought by God in us. May our frame
of heart be love, as Christ also loved us. May our trophies of
Christian calling be the beauties of holiness. May our proficiency
be in that wisdom which is from above, which is pure, peaceable,

gentle, easy to be entreated , full of mercy, and of good fruits, with.

out partiality, and without hypocrisy . And may our glorying, if
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we glory at all,be in the cross of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
May our dependence be on thy Holy Spirit. We thank thee, O
Lord, for thy goodness during the past day. We commend us to
thy gracious care this evening.

Amid the silent hours of darkness

be thou our defence, spreading over us the guardianship of thy
wakeful providence, and making a covenant with the night that no
evil shall come near us. May our sleep be sweet, our safeguard

being the Lord. Hear thou us in thy mercy, and answer us, for
Christ's sake. Amen .

TUESDAY MORNING . — ZECHARIAH XI.
O LORD, the all-seeing Jehovah, whose eyes behold , and whose
eyelids try the children of men , look down upon us at this time to
prove our hearts, and whilst thou provest in thy mercy, to amend

them . We often know not what manner of spirit we are of, and if
left to our own dimness of discernment will be betrayed into the
most fatalmistakes as to our character and state . But thou, O God ,
do thou search us and know our hearts, try us and know our

thoughts, and see if there be any wicked way in us, and lead us in

the way everlasting. More especially do we entreat thee, heavenly
Father, to preserve us from a spurious profession of thy blessed gos

pel. O may it not be ours to incur the guilt of crucifying afresh
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itself to his undivided empire over our hearts.a Let not sin be the

darling object of our affection while we profess Christ. Let not the
world occupy the supreme place in our affections while we profess

Christ. Let not self-righteousness exert a secret sway over our
minds while we profess Christ. Let not unhailowed tempers, and
inclinations, and appetites hold ascendency in our bosomswhile we
profess Christ. Omay Christ himself be enthroned, where alone he
is entitled to reign, in our heart, and soul, and mind. Cast thou

down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against
his knowledge, and bring into captivity our every thought to the
obedience of Christ. May we be enabled, in unfeigned sincerity , to

testify he is the chiefest among ten thousand, and altogether lovely.
And may our life, our daily life, be a practical comment on the lan

guage, We count everything but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ.

O Lord, who bringest the light out of his

chambers, we thank thee for the dawn of another day, and for the
many blessings with which it finds us surrounded. Teach us to sac.
rifice unto thee the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and to declare thy

works with rejoicing. Surely it belongs to us to show forth thy
loving-kindness in the morning, and thy faithfulness every night.
For thou, Lord, presentest us with the blessings of thy goodness ;

thou makest the outgoings of the morning, and of the evening to re

joice over us. We pray that thou wilt enable us to dedicate this
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day to thy glory. May no wilful offence against thee be indulged
by us. May no service which we can render in thy name be indif.
ferent to us. May what is well-pleasing in thy sight be what is
most grateful to ourminds. Give us this day our daily bread. En .
able us to discharge every personal, domestic, and social duty aright.
Dispose us for all thy will, whether that will be to crown us with
blessing, or to visit us with trial. In either case may God be our

rock , for there is no unrighteousness in him . Hear us in heaven

thy dwelling-place, and forgive, and accept, and do, for Christ's sake.
Amen .

TUESDAY EVENING . – REVELATION XVIII.
O LORD, the great and dreadfulGod , whose eye of purity cannot
behold iniquity, and the fire ofwhose holy indignation shall utterly
devour thine enemies, we come, this morning, to abase ourselves at

the footstool of thine infinite Majesty. Let not the fervor of thy
righteous jealousy burn against us, while we seek to produce our

cause , to bring with us reasons, to take with us words, why God
should avert his anger ; while even we venture to prefer the language,

take away all iniquity. We have, indeed, heinously sinned, and
wherewith shall we answer thee.

And if thou wert to lay judg.

ment to the line, and righteousness to the plummet, we must entail
the extrememeasure of thy wrath ; must be consigned to the black .

ness of darkness forever . But thou, O God , have mercy upon us,
miserable offenders. We plead that there is a fountain opened for
sin and for uncleapness; that there is peace in the blood of the cross;
that there is a propitiation of thine own gracious approval for sin ;
that there is a way opened into the holiest of all by the blood of Jesus.
And our prayer is, that thou wilt see God our shield ; that thou wilt

behold us in the face of thine Anointed ; that thou wilt admit us to
the exercise of thy free grace, through the redemption that is in Jesus
Christ ; that thou wilt let thine eye be upon the Man of thy right

hand, upon the Son of man, whom thou madest strong for thyself ;
that thou wilt regard all our transgressions as blotted out in that pre
cious blood of Christ which cleanseth from all sin ; thatthou wilt ac
cept us in the Beloved. O God , we come to entreat that thou wilt

grant us true repentance, and thy Holy Spirit. We have occasion
to be jealous of ourselves lest any amount of the abominable thing
which thou hatest should still adhere to us. But we would seek our
resource in thy great and precious promises and assurances. Is not
Christ exalted a Prince and a Saviour, to grant repentance as well
as remission of sins? Is the Lord 's arm shortened that it cannot
save ? Is thy Spirit straitened that it cannot deliver ? Is not thy
promise, If ye being evil know how to give good gifts unto your
children , how much more shall your Father in heaven give the Holy
Spirit to them who ask him ? O vouchsafe unto us, then , those ef

fective influences of thy grace which shall lay prostrate thewhole of
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our moralman to God. Pour in upon our souls that godly sorrow
for sin which worketh repentance unto salvation . May the moun.
tains of our remaining corruptions melt down at thy presence. - May
the hard and stony fabric of our hearts be softened into sympathy

!

with thine overflowing mercies. May the sensibilities of a tender
LI

and broken spirit abide with us as a perpetual source of holy expe
rience, and diffuse themselves in every direction in our lives in per
petual issue of holy actions. O thou who keepest Israel, we consign

us, this night, to thy care. May we lay us down and sleep , the
Lord protecting us. May weawake to the light and duties of a new
day, the Lord sustaining us. May thy goodness, and thy mercy, fol.
low us from day to day, and may we dwell in the house of the Lord
forever. We present our thanksgivings and prayers in his name,
whom thou acceptest always. And now , glory be to the Father, and
IVE

to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is now ,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen .

e femei
WEDNESDAY MORNING . — ZECHARIAH XII. XIII.

() THOU that hearest prayer, pour out upon us, according to thy
promise , the Spirit of grace and of supplication. May he enable us

to worship thee with reverence and holy fear. We would mourn
before thee because of our great and manifold transgressions. . We
have offended thee, O our God . We have sinned against heaven
ent
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and in thy sight, and are no more worthy to be called thy children.
But we bless thee with all our heart, that as we have been great

transgressors, we have a great Saviour, whose blood cleanseth from
all sin , and who is able to save to the very uttermost. We come to

thee this day through him . The sword of justice has smitten him .
The great and good Shepherd has given his life for the sheep. O .
for his sake, turn thy hand ofmercy upon us. Pardon our iniqui
ties, for they are very great ; and let us know the blessedness of the

man whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sin is covered . O Holy

Spirit, condescend to take up thy gracious dwelling in each of our
hearts. Alas, they are polluted, the seat ofmany idols. But thou art

the Spirit of grace. Takeaway their pollutions,expel their idols, give
us the new heart, that we may walk in the ways, and keep the
statutes of the Lord , and do them . And now , when we are to go
forth into the world , and be conversant with its duties, its tempta
tions, and its trials, we consecrate ourselves, O our God, unto thee.
May thy light and thy truth guide us ;may thy strength support us ;

may we endure, as seeing thee who art invisible, and count it our
meat and our drink to do the will of our heavenly Father. Our own
interests we leave with thee. Our afflicted friends and brethren we
commend to thy compassion . Zion , the city of our solemnities, we

makemention of before thee. May her purity and her peace be pro
moted ; may her boundaries be enlarged ; may her hallowed privi.
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leges soon be extended to the people of every language and every
clime. Gather to thyself thy long outcast people of Israel, and
bring in the fulness of the Gentiles. Enable us, o gracious God,

highly to prize, and suitably to improve all the invaluable blessings

and privileges which we ourselves enjoy. May we bring forth fruit
under them all to thy praise and glory. And now , O Hearer of
prayer, may our unworthy persons, and our imperfect worship , be

accepted in thy sight, for the sake of him who is our Strength and
our Redeemer.

Amen .

WEDNESDAY EVENING . - REVELATION XIX .

O God,we adore thee, and desire to rejoice in thee as the God of
Zion , the church 's God. Thou hast said of Zion , This is my rest
forever, here will I dwell, for I have desired it. Thou hast been

with her throughout all generations, and hast never forsaken her.
Thou hast moved toward her, in thy providence, many times in a
dark and mysterious way, clouds and darkness have been round

about thee. But thou hast been Zion's God still. By her afflictions
thou hast tried the faith and patience of her members, thou hastpuri
fied her in the furnace. And we believe and rejoice that thou wilt

be with her even to the end . O blessed God , may we be numbered
among the true members of thy spiritual Zion. Let us not be satis
fied with a mere form of godliness, a name to live,while weare dead.
Let us be brought, in thy great mercy, into a pardoned , accepted, and
holy state . From all our innumerable transgressions may we be
purified by faith in the fountain of the Saviour's blood . May it be
granted to us to be arrayed in the fine linen which is the righteous

ness of saints, even in thy righteousness, O blessed Jesus. Wewould
count all things but loss, thatwemay win thee, and be found in thee.
The crown of our salvation we would place on thy head , O thou

King of kings, and Lord of lords, for thou art worthy. Subdue us
unto thyself. Make us thy willing people in the day of thy power.

And enable us, by thy Holy Spirit, to follow thee fully in all the paths
ofholy obedience, in the observance of thy sacred institutions, and in
all the leadings and disposals of thy sovereign and wise providence .
Let us be faithful unto death, and at last receive a crown of life. We

put thee in remembrance, O thou Faithful and True, of these blessed
promises respecting thine ancient people, and thy Gentile church , on
which we have been permitted to meditate at this time. And we

plead their fulfilment. Gather into one the outcasts of Israel; and
let the united church of Jews and Gentiles soon lift up her joyful
voice, and say, Alleluia, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth .
And now , Father of mercies, when brought to the close of another
day, we raise our souls in gratitude to thee, because of all the kind .
ness that has brought us hitherto. May the everlasting arms be un.

derneath us, and all who are near and dear to us, during the slum .
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bers of the night. And if we shall be spared, in thy goodness, to be
hold the light of another day, when we awake, may we be still with
thee. Hear us, O Lord, our God, for thy beloved Son's sake.
Amen .

THURSDAY MORNING .— ZECHARIAH XIV.
WE adore thee, O Lord , as the God of providence. Thou rulest
over all. Great andmarvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty ;
just and true are all thy ways, I thou King of saints.

Thou wilt

fulfil thy threatenings against thine adversaries, as surely as thy
promises to them that fear and love thee. We would , for our part,
take refuge under the shadow of thy wings. Webless thee for him ,
our glorious Emmanuel, who is a hiding-place from the storm , and
a covert from the tempest. Wewould , in the humble confidence of

faith , enter into that hiding-place. There we are safe from guilt and
from wrath , both here and hereafter.

There we are accepted in the

Beloved. And there we can , and there we desire to hold blessed
converse with thee as our Father and our God . Weadore and bless

thee, O Lord, as the God of salvation. Our souls magnify thee for
its wondrous scheme, for its glorious Executor, for his finished work ,
for his exaltation to give repentance and the remission of sins, for
the free offer ofmercy through his blood , and because we, the dwel.
lers in the isles afar off in the sea, have heard the joyful sound . But,

O our God, we would fear lest a promise having been given us of en
tering into thy rest, we should come short of it through unbelief.
Save us, we beseech thee, from this great sin . O may it be given to
us, on behalf of Christ, to believe on his name. And all-guilty and

hell-deserving as we are , receiving him and resting upon him , may
we have peace with thee, and access into the grace wherein thy peo
ple stand ,and be enabled to rejoice in hope of the glory ofGod . We
rejoice, blessed Jesus, in the promise that thou shalt be King over
all the earth . O let thy kingdom come. Erect it in these poor, re

bellious, polluted hearts of ours. Subdue them to thyself. Renew
them by thy IIoly Spirit to delight in obedience to thine ordinances
and thy laws. And , through him that loved us, may we be made
more than conquerors over ail the enemies of our salvation. We
bless thee for all thy holy institutions. Make them indeed themeans
of grace to our souls. As we go forward in the observance of them ,
may we grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. May wemake it our persevering study, and be enabled
y the Spirit of holiness to die to all sin , and to live unto righteous.
ness. We unite this morning in thanksgiving to our Preserver.
Wehave slept and awaked , because thou hast made us to dwell in

safety. And now , O our covenant God, we lift up our eyes to thee
for thy mercy to conduct us in thy fear through the duties, tempta
tions, and trials of this day . Enable us to set the Lord before us,

and he will direct our steps Remember, in thy grea: mercy, our
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afflicted and sorrowing friends and brethren everywhere. May their
troubles be alleviated, and their consolations, through Jesus Christ,
greatly abound. Do good in thy good pleasure to Zion, build up
the walls of thy Jerusalem . Let no weapon formed against Zion
prosper, and every tongue that riseth in judgment againsther do
thou condemn. Ó have respect unto thy covenant, for the dark
places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty. Let thy
way be known upon earth , thy saving health among all nations.
Letmen be blessed in Christ, and all nations call him blessed. Our
humble prayer, o our God, is before thee ; hear us, for thy name's
sake.

Amen .

THURSDAY EVENING . – REVELATION XX.

EVER-BLESSED and adorable God, we, thine unworthy and sinful
creatures, would this evening approach the footstool of thy throne.

Wewould humble ourselves before thy holy majesty, and confess
that we are not worthy to take thy name into our lips. O let not
the Lord be angry when we take upon us to speak unto the Lord .

Behold in us thy beloved Son, Christ Jesus, in whom thou art well
pleased . And for his sake, because he is worthy,may we find grace
in thy sight. We praise thee, O most gracious God, for all thy
manifold providential gifts, and for all the saving mercies which any
of us have been privileged to enjoy .

O if the Spirit of grace has

revealed to us the excellency and glory of Jesus, the Saviour ; if he
has enabled us to receive him into our hearts by faith, and shed
abroad his love into our hearts, and brought us to dedicate ourselves
to be his people and servants forever, may we be filled with holy,

humble gratitude, and spend our redeemed lives to thy praise and
glory. If there be amongst us any who are without Cbrist, dead in
trespasses and sins, unpardoned, unholy, 0 , we beseech thee, Lord,
have mercy. Take such from the fearful pit and the miry clay.

Lead them to the blood of sprinkling. May they lay hold of the
hope set before them , and experience, through the grace of thy Holy
Spirit, that blessed change ofheart, that spiritual resurrection, with
out which no man shall see the Lord. Then shall we be a happy
family indeed ; having thee as our covenant God , enjoying the good.
will of him who dwelt in the bush , and conducted onward by thy

free Spirit to the land of everlasting uprightness. O our gracious
God , we plead thy fatherly pardon for all the transgressions of heart
and life wherewith this day we have transgressed against thee,
Alas ! that we should so often offend thee ; so often grieve thy Holy
Spirit ; so often wound him who redeemed us by his own blood.
Subdue our iniquities. Cast our sins into the depths of the sea
Heal our mournful diseases ; there is balm in Gilead, and a physician
there. When, in thy good providence, we are permitted to retire

to the repose of another night, O Shepherd of Israel, be thou ou
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protector. May we dwell in the secret place of the Most High, and
abide under the shadow of the Almighty. We pray on behalf of
all our brethren of mankind. Have mercy on those who know thee
not, who, in the midst of external light, are sitting in darkness and
in the shadow of death. And may the light of everlasting life soon

Tatlises Othonatmen mayfever

be made to shine into all lands, that men may know thee, from the

least even to the greatest. O thou Comforter of them who are cast
down,may thy consolations be ministered to all the sonsand daughters

of affliction and sorrow . And may we, and all who are near and
dear to us, be taught of thy Holy Spirit to live as those who are
strangers in the earth . May our portion be on high , and may our

hearts be there ; and in the day when Jesus shall come to be glo
rified in his saints, and admired in them that believe, may we form
part of that happy company who shall be found in him , and shall
enter in with him into the everlasting kingdom of their Father and

their God. Now , unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we are able to ask or think, be glory in the church,by

Jesus Christ, throughout all ages. Amen.

FRIDAY MORNING . - MALACHI I. II.
O Thou holy Lord God Almighty, wewould approach unto thy
presence and learn to speak thy praise . Webow before the Lord our

Maker. In conscious unworthiness we would bow down our souls
while we reverently adore our Creator, our Preserver, our Judge.
Wehave fallen by our iniquity. We have sunk into a fearful pit.

We have destroyed ourselves. Out of the depths, O Lord, we cry
unto thee. Hear us, God of our salvation . Look on him who bare

iniquity in his own body on the tree, and for his sake have mercy
on us. Now , seeking to hold communion with God, we would place
our confidence in the appointed Mediator. We seek to approach
the Holy One. Unclean , we draw nigh to him who is of purer

eyes than to behold iniquity. We come through the veil now rent,
into the holy place ; we turn our eyes toward the mercy-seat, that
we may see there the glory of the Lord . O Lord , show us thy glory,
thy glory as it is seen in the face of Jesus. Admit us now into thy
presence, in Christ accepted worshippers before thy throne. Ad
mitted , through him who loved us, to hold converse with thee our
God, we would frame our lips to speak thy praise. We will remem
her thy works, thy works of wonder done unto the sons of men,
and we will learn to praise the Lord for his goodness. Bless the
Lord , O our souls, and all that is within us be stirred up to bless his

name. Thy thoughts, O Lord, have not been as our thoughts, nor

bared,anuld not ljunder the

thy ways as our ways. Thou hast not dealt with us as we have sin
ned. We were lost. By nature we were all under the curse, the
curse ofGod . Under that curse we could not lie , it would weigh us
down into hell.

Yet we are spared, and are here praying in hope.
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There is no help in man, but thou, Lord, hast laid our help on One
that is mighty. God said , Save from going down to the pit. God

gave his own Son to save the lost ; thanks be to God for his un
speakable gift. And now , Lord , unable to save ourselves, we wait
for thy salvation. We pray for grace according to our need . Lord ,
increase our faith . Enable us to place our confidence where thou
hast laid our help ; enable us to build our hopes on the foundation

thou hast laid. Lord Jesus, thou art mighty to save, stretch out
thine hand to help us. Lord, save us or we perish . Cleanse us in
thy blood . Clothe us in thy righteousness. Deny not thy grace.
Withhold not thy enlightening and convincing Spirit. Redeemer

exalted, redeem our souls from sin , and death, and hell. And now ,
O God of providence and grace, we cast ourselves on thee. Sustain
us in the duties, and trials, and temptations of this day. Make thy
grace sufficient for us. Send thy light forth to lead and guide us.
Open thy hand wide and satisfy us with good , the good that we need
for the life that now is, and the better blessings of the life to come.
Forgive our sin ; accept our thanksgiving; and send an answer to
our prayer, for our Redeemer's sake. Amen.

FRIDAY EVENING . – REVELATION XXI.
O TIIOU that dwellest in the heavens, we liſt our eyes to thee. At
thy gracious command would we arise from the dust of earth , and
send upward the affections of our souls to thy throne. Wewould

awakę at thy bidding from the sleep of worldliness, and seek even
now to hold communion with the Father of our spirits. We have

been cleaving to the dust. TheGod of this world hath blinded our
minds, so that we have not seen thy glory. We have not known

ourselves, nor thee. This day we have been living as if we were of
the world . We have been seeking here our reward. We have
sinned in this thing. We have broken our Lord's command . We
have forgotten the one thing, and been cumbered by the many. O
our Father, this is so our portion , it fadeth away.

This is not our

rest, it is polluted. Blessed be thy name that there is a better por.
tion. Blessed be God for the hope he has given us of a rest that re.
maineth. Thanks be to God for all the high hopes he has held out
to us in his word ; thanks for the precious revelations contained in
the word now read. In the light of thy word , O Lord , we would
look up to the mansions which our Saviour has prepared for his own.
We would learn to wean our affections from earth , and set them on
those glorious things that are at thy right hand. But into thy pres
ence nothing entereth that defileth, and we are unclean, - altogether
vile ; we are born in sin . Our iniquities have gone over our heads.
Bemerciful to us, o God . Create a clean heart. O thou who sit.

test on the throne,make all things in us new . By the mighty work .
ing of thy Spirit, make our souls meet for thy presence. We con .
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fess ourselves impure ; we would learn to lament our impurity. We
would mourn and be in bitterness, because of felt uncleanness.

We

would look to the Lamb of God . Wewould trust in his atonement.
Wewould be clothed in his righteousness. Cast us not away, O
God , from

thy presence.

Look on us now in love.

The souls thou

seest here still unbelieving, and in thy sight abominable , bring to
the fountain opened, and purge away their sin . Look on those
whom thou seest already in Jesus, and perfect that which concerneth

them . Sanctify us wholly . Give us the hope, the hope well-found
ed , of a portion in the inheritance of thy saints. Bring us to Christ .
Being brought to him , may we abide in him , and his word abide in
us. Believing , may we be enabled also to rejoice in the Lord, and
to show ourselves his by a conversation becoming his gospel. Our
prayer, Lord, is before thee ; thou knowest our wants ; supply them
out of thy fulness ; see us in the face of Jesus ; accept us in the Be

loved, and to thy name we ascribe eternal praise. Amen.

SATURDAY MORNING . — MALACHI III. IV .
Our Father in heaven , weworship thee ; preserved by thy power
during the darkness ofthe night,wehave assembled this morning to
give thee the praise . In the enjoymentof life and all life's bless

ings, we desire to acknowledge with gratitude that all is the gift of
thy hand. From thee, Father of lights, every good gift cometh
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whole nature,that we may live to thy glory. We praise thee, Lord,
for thy word given, a light in the darkness. We praise thee for
him whom the word reveals, Christ the Lord . Open our eyes to be.
hold the wonders contained in thy word . May we see there the face
of Jesus. Reveal thy Son to us, reveal thy Son in us. May the
Spirit enlighten the eyes of our understanding to behold, in the glass

of the word, the beauty of thine own Beloved ; may our affection be
so sanctified that he shall be in our eyes the chief among ten thou
sand, and altogether lovely . ( that this Jesus whom thou hast set
up King in Sion , may be acknowledged King in our heart 's affec
tions. Thou, O Lord, hast exhibited thy love in Christ crucified .

Let that love constrain us ; let thy love in the gospel overpower the
opposition of our carnalminds, and melt our hard hearts . Lord, wo
have gone astray, let thy loving-kindness draw us ; draw us unto

thyself. Holy Spirit, cease not thy striving until the enmity be sub
dued .

Holy One, depart not from these hearts until thou hast made

all things new ; until thou hast driven out the buyers and sellers
that defile the temple, and set Jesus, our Lord, in the midst of the
throne. Our Father in heaven , hallowed be thy name. Thy king

dom come. Let thy way be known on the earth . Let the people
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praise thee, Lord , let all the people praise thee. O let the light
which has arisen on uspenetrate the thick darkness that covers many

lands. Make the kingdoms of the world become the kingdoms of
our God and of his Christ. Give to thy Son the earth for his pos

session. Have mercy, Lord, on Israel, scattered and peeled. How
long, O Lord, wilt thou cast off thy people whom thou hast re
deemed ? Will thy wrath burn forever more ? Arise, O Lord, and
have mercy on Zion . At last, O Lord , take away the blindness

which hath happened unto Israel. Show them thy glory .
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them to seek and to find thy glory in the face of Jesus.

thereof. Save thy people , C God ; bless thine inheritance. In the
same Saviour let the Gentiles trust. Of Jew and Gentile make one

adopted, redeemed family ; make thy people willing in the day of
thy power ; let thy sons come from får, numerous as the dew of the
morning. Let the people praise thee, O Lord , let all the people
praise thee. And now , our Father, give us this day our daily bread ;
protect us from danger ; guard us from temptation ; help our infirmn
ities. As we are preserved by thy power, enable us to live to thy

glory. Forgive the sin of our holy things. Let our persons and
services be accepted, and our prayer heard and answered , for the
sake of Christ our strength and our Redeemer. Amen .

SATURDAY EVENING . – REVELATION XXII.

God Almighty, our Creator and Preserver, we again unite our
hearts and tongues to give thee praise. We have been preserved

another day ; all our wants have been supplied . Wewould learn to
receive all the common blessings of life as the good gift of a Father's

hand . Hitherto hath the Lord helped us, and now we will stir up
our souls to praise the Lord. Thou , God of our life , and length of
our days, accept the tribute of our thanks. We have been cumber.
ers of the ground, yet up to this moment we are not cut off. We
recognize here the power of the Intercessor's prayer. Blessed Jesus,

we owe our all to thee. Subdue our rebellious hearts that wemay
be wholly thine. King of Zion , reign over us. We desire now to
open our mouths unto the Lord ; weavouch the Lord to be our God.
Lord , what wilt thou have us to do ? Lord , teach us thy will, and

enable us to do it. Our days and years are passing; passing into
eternity , and alas, they bear engraven on them a testimony against
us ; we have not spent them aright ; we have not been waiting for

and hastening to the coming of our Lord. God and Father of our
Lord Jesus, give us the spirit of adoption ,make us thy children.
Let it not be with any of us a name to live ; renew and sanctify our
souls. Make them meet for the inheritance. We give thee praise
for the prospect of another sabbath of rest. We pray that thou

wouldst preserve us this night, and spare us to the light of that
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blessed day. Then raise our affections to thyself. O that we may

know what it is to long for God, the living God , and desire to come
and appear before him . Bring us to thy holy hill, and to thy taber
nacle ; bring us in faith to thine altar ; give us a dependence on the
one efficacious sacrifice thereon laid , to come unto God , and to find

God gracious, and to account him our exceeding joy. We unite
now , O Lord, to pray for all our brethren around ; prepare a wor
shipping people for thy day of rest, and prepare a good word for a
waiting people. Let those who minister in holy things be strong in
the Lord, and speak boldly the whole of thy counsel. Knowing

themselves the terror of the Lord, may they be faithful and urgent
in persuading men. And O may many be persuaded . Holy Spirit,
administering the covenant now on earth , persuademen to turn from
the world to God. Thou who didst give the word , put forth thy

power with the preaching of it in this land. Let it mightily prevail.
Let thy work appear before us ; revive us yet again .

Add to the

church souls saved. Let glory arise to God in the highest from

Gebrough thing here. I pardon. eccommit the

many saints edified, and many sinners saved , through the preaching
of the everlasting gospel. Again , O God of mercy, we commit the

keeping of our souls to thee ; we pray for pardon. Let not thy
wrath lie on any soulworshipping here . Take away sin . O God,
be reconciled to us through the death of thy Son . One thing we
seek for, peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Our wait
ing eyes are toward thee, O Lord ; our hope is in Jehovah. O give
the blessedness of the man whose trust is in the Lord . Bless us,

even us, 0 our Father, with all spiritual blessings in Christ; and to
God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be honor, and glory, and
power, forever and ever . Amen .

.

Prayers far Particular Orcasions.

SACRAMENTAL FAST-DAY _ MORNING.

ALMIGHTY God, by whose care and mercy wehave been preserved
throughout another night, and brought in peace and safety to the
beginning of this day, inspire our hearts with deep -felt gratitude to
thee. Show us the value of salvation , that,while we cordially praise
thee for the common bounties of thy providence , we may specially
celebrate the riches of thy saving grace. Convince us of our un
worthiness and sin, that we may unfeignedly acknowledge ourselves

to be less than the least of all thy benefits. Alas, O God, how nu
merous and how great have our transgressions been ! We were
shapen in iniquity , and are by nature the corrupt descendants of a
fallen father. But wc especiaily confess our actual violations of thy
law . That law is holy , just, and good ; and as our Creator, Gov.
ernor, and Benefactor, thou art entitled to our absolute and un

swerving obedience. But in ten thousand times ten thousand in

stances we have disobeyed thee. Thou knowest whether some of
us are not even yet entirely alienated from thy service, and practi

cally opposed to thine authority . And if any of thy professing wor.
shippers here present have become new creatures in Christ Jesus,we
acknowledge that by thy grace they are in this respect what they are ,
and that still they are miserably short of what they ought to be, of
what they by this time might have been. Alas ! that those who
have tasted and seen that the Lord is gracious, should be so cold and

lifeless in his service, and should do so little to promote his cause.
And, alas ! that any to whom thy law and gospel have been brought,
should perversely violate the precepts and sanctions of the one, and

resist the invitations and promises of the other. O God , regenerate
unrenewed souls , sanctify thy believing people, and pardon all of
us. We are called this day to confess our sins and implore forgive
ness in the house of prayer. Grant that we may do so with true
hearts. Render the approaching services eminently useful in show
ing us our own sinfulness, and in stirring us up to avail ourselves
of that glorious provision which thou hast made, by Jesus Christ,
for the pardon and salvation of the sinner. May thy ministers be

enabled clearly and affectionately to exhibit alike the heinousness

and danger of sin , and the value and all-sufficiency of the Saviour ;
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andmay many impenitent and unpardoned sinners be led to flee from
the one and to embrace the other. Bless the sacred exercises of this
day to all who are about to sit down at the sacramental table . Do

thou thyself prepare them , and grant that at the approaching solem
nity this day's believing penitents may be thankful and happy guests .

Hear us, God of mercy, in these our prayers, for Jesus Christ's sake.
Amen .

SACRAMENTAL FAST-DAY - EVENING .

O God, the day is thine, the night also is thine ; and it becometh
usmorning by morning, and evening by evening, to celebrate thy
praises and to ask thy blessing. We give thee thanks for all the
benefits, whether personal or social, which we have this day received

at thy hand , more especially for the continuance of those great reli
gious privileges which , alas ! we have often neglected and abused .
Blessed be thy name for the special opportunities we have this day
had of holding conference with thee, and of receiving instruction
and consolation from thy word. O God, in the greatness of thy
mercy wemay trace the greatness of our own unworthiness and sin ;
and while we thank thee for the means of grace which this day has

brought along with it, we implore thee to forgive our remissness in
using them for the high and holy purposes which they are fitted to

promote. With pardon give us penitence. Sanctify us also in the
whole man, body, soul, and spirit. For the future may we avoid

whatever thou hatest, and do whatever thou commandest. Cordially

believing the doctrines of thy gospel, may we faithfully obey the
precepts of thy law . May we adorn the doctrine of Jesus Christ by
walking in all his commandments and ordinances blameless. Pro

mote, we pray thee, the sanctification of our souls by the discipline
of thy providence, the instructions of thy word, and the ordinances
of thy worship . Follow with thy blessing our attendance this day
in the house of prayer. Accept of the confessions, the praises, and

the prayers which we professed to offer before thy throne; and grant

that wemay be led by what we have this day heard and done to
cleave to Christ, to avoid sin , to practise holiness, and to love thy
law .

Bless our fellow -worshippers.

May the sacred exercises in

which they have been engaged prove to many of them a useful
preparation for the solemn and delightful service of communion .
Throughout the whole extent of our father-land cause knowledge,
good order, and true religion to prevail. Guide and prosper thy
servants in the holy ministry. May they rejoice to spend and to
be spent for the best of Masters, and in the best of causes ; and may

they be encouraged to serve thee by seeing that their ministrations
are eminently useful to immortal souls. May thy servants in the
magistracy prove honored instruments of promoting social order and
personal religion in the midst of us. O regenerate the earth . Make

the world to believe on Jesus, and
to worship thee. And now , Fa
50
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ther of mercies,wecommit ourselves to thy guidance and protection .
May we retire to rest, penitent for our sins, and thankful for thy great
and continued kindness towards us. And if we are spared to en
gage in the business of another day, O may we spend it like true

hearted disciples of Christ, and children of God . Hear and answer

us in peace and mercy, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.

COMMUNION SABBATH . — MORNING .
Most gracious God, thou God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and our reconciled God and Father in him , help us on this the morn
ing of a communion -sabbath to present ourselves before thee with
hearts in the right frame, and in the lovely exercise of every Chris
tian grace. Wecome in the name of Jesus to adore thee, that in
thy special goodness toward us we have been spared to see the light
of another sabbath , and that a sabbath set apart to show forth the
love of Jesus in giving himself an atonement for ourmanifold trans
gressions. What thanks, what praise do we not owe thee, that in

the midst of such deep unworthiness we have thus been dealt with ;

that when, in strict justice, we should this day in the place of woe
have been drinking the cup of wrath , we are invited to thy table,
there to drink the cup of salvation . O Lord , thou hast indeed dealt
bountifully with us ; 0 that our hearts were filled with an overpow

ering sense of thy love, and, while we would feel it in its depth and
power, we would humble ourselves deeply before thee. Wewould
acknowledge that a sense of thy love in Christ can alone break our
hard hearts, and humble their proud spirit of self-sufficiency . Let

the private prayers we have this morning offered in our closets, and
those we now present before thee, be answered according to thine
own gracious promises, and let the abundant love of Christ be shed
abroad upon us through the grace of the Spirit, and thus let our
hearts be drawn out in lowly confession of our great sinfulness and
multiplied sins. In view of the solemn service before us, we would
confess and deplore the original corruption of our nature . Thy holy
law demands a holy heart, and we are guilty, we are defiled before
thee, because we have brought into the world with us an evil heart, a

heart alienated from thee, filled with the love of sin. Wewould confess

and deplore the multitude of sins which have sprung from our cher:
ishing this evil disposition. We have obeyed its impulses, and re
belled against thee, and have trampled ten thousand times on thy '
commandments, drowning the voice of conscience, resisting the
strivings of thy Spirit, and putting away the solemn admonitions of
thy holy word. Our sins are multiplied beyond number, and ag,

gravated immeasurably beyond our imagination. Wewould lament
that we have so multiplied our transgressions; and aswe are to con :
fess this day at thy table that thou wert righteous in demanding from
our Surety full satisfaction for all our violations of thy law , we would
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confess that it is righteous,and just,and good,that we are righteously
condemned by it, and that we can see no reason why its dread sen
tence of condemnation should not now be executed, save that Jesus

died, the just for the unjust, to bear our guilt, to satisfy thy justice ,
and reconcile thy law to us, and us to thy law . Nor would we less,

in view of the solemn service of this day, confess and deplore our
neglect of Jesus, our indifference to the precious offers of pardon
and forgiveness in his blood . Wewould seek and implore grace

to assist us in bewailing the littleness of spiritual desire which we
have permitted the love of Jesus to awaken within us, and the cold
indifference of heart with which we have so often met the boundless

affection and compassionate tears of a crucified Redeemer . Gracious
God , we know not what to say ; our guilt in trampling on thy law

is an evil of infinite offence, and deserving of dread vengeance. O
what then must our guilt be in having so long rejected Christ, and

shut our hearts against the offers of thy grace. We confess this
guilt, we deplore it before thee, and implore forgiveness. We see

no reason why we should not be shut out from an interest in Jesus ;
we can use no plea against thy sovereign justice making us a curse

both now and when our Lord cometh , save the all-prevailing plea
that sovereign grace hath put in our power, that Jesus died , the just
for the unjust, to bring us sinners to God.

Blessed be thy name,

that we are assured this is a plea which thou wilt never refuse to

own as prevailing and precious before thee. And while we regard
the coming services of the day as a gracious means of edifying our
souls in the faith , that thou art well pleased with us for Jesus' sake, and

in him pacified towards us for all that we have done, we would con
fess and deplore our manifold provocations of thy gracious Spirit.

O thou most gracious Spirit, we have met thy advances of love with
rebellious opposition, and spurned thee by indifference and sin , and
driven thee away by backsliding ; and what can we say ? Wehave
no excuse ; we feel that we love sin , and justly mightest thou leave
us under its power, justly forsake us this day, and leave us to feel
all the misery of a communion - sabbath that brings not with it thy

refreshing and enlivening presence. But we beseech thee to ac
knowledge us in this our confession . We can use no plea save that
which thou stirrest us up to employ, that Jesus died for us ; pardon
us for his sake, and be graciously present with us this day.

O depart

not from us, but accompany all the means of grace this day with
thy blessing, that we may be refreshed . O most gracious God , we
adore thee for this day . We praise thee for the blood of Jesus which

cleanseth from all sin. We glorify thee for his finished work of
atonement and righteousness , and for his ceaseless work of all-pre
vailing intercession . What love to put in our power so prevailing
a plea ! Wewould feel that we need none other. We would dis

charge every other plea whatsoever, save that which springs from
the blood of Jesus and his spotless righteousness. We would feel

that in having this, we have all that we need , and on the ground
of this all-sufficient plea would we plead that this day, thy word ,
thy ordinances, and thy providence may work together for our spir

itual advancement, our cverlasting welfare, and thy glory. Gracious
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Father, we implore thy holy keeping and guidance while in the hoase
of prayer. If thy presence go not with us, carry us not up. But

do thou carry us up, sustained by thy presence, and purified by thy
Spirit, according to the purification of the sanctuary. Carry us up,

relying by a living faith on the blood of Jesus, humbled to the dust
under the united sense of thy love and our unworthiness ; prepared
to testify heartily before thee, before angels, before thy people , and
before the world , that we have embraced Jesus, that we are resting
steadfastly on him , and that we find him indeed precious to our souls.
For this purpose strengthen , we pray thee, all our graces. Pour
out upon us the grace ofrepentance. Let our hearts be broken and
made contrite by beholding thy love in sparing not thine own Son ;
work in us all the good pleasure of thy goodness, and the work of
faith with power ; elevate our love, draw it out into lively exercise ,
and do thou , the God of hope, fill us with hope and eager expec
tation , that we shall assuredly find thy table and its exercises sweet

to our souls. Wewould unite our hearts to pray for thy servant
our pastor, whom thou hast set to preside this day over the service,
and for all whom thou mayest send to help him in the work . O

Lord , enlarge the heart of thy ministering servant; give him to feel
the unutterable preciousness of Christ, and to be concerned for the
salvation of precious souls . Bring him up fully fraught with the

spirit of the gospel, and rejoicing that he is commissioned to offer
before empty sinners, and helped to plead with them from the heart

that they will accept of his salvation . In prayer be his mouth.
Bring his petitions, his confessions, his thanksgivings from a full
heart ; and give us, thy servants, grace indeed from the heart to join
in the public prayer. We pray for like mercy to those who are
brought this day to assist thy servant, our pastor, in the work of dis
pensing the word and bread of life. May the Holy Spirit be shed
abroad abundantly on them , and by them speak to us, and give us

hearts to receive their message. Bless thy servants in the eldership ;
give them much of thy countenance, may thy Spirit hold them up,
and may they find it sweet to deal forth the bread of life to thy

people . Remember in mercy our fellow -worshippers. Strengthen
such as are rejoicing to maintain their confidence in Christ, and may

they indeed find Jesus all their salvation. Be gracious to any that
are suffering from the oppression of spiritual darkness. Gracious
God , dissipate the clouds of their sorrow , and reveal Christ to them ,

and convince them that thou art ready and waiting to be gracious
to them for his sake. Be gracious to thy aged people, and to the
young of the flock. May we all this day, severally and together,
enjoy Christ. Be in the midst of all the worshipping congregations
of thy people. Preside in them by the presence of thy Spirit. May
many souls this day be brought to embrace Jesus ; may many this
day be edified by him . May thy name be hallowed, thy kingdom
come, and thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven .

O go forth

with the preached gospel, and give the missionaries of the cross &
mouth and wisdom to preach Christ crucified , so as to extend the
boundaries of the Redeemer's kingdom , and multiply the number of
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his redeemed. O God, we again implore the grace of thy Spirit to
keep our heart and mind this day in thy fear, and to enable us in

all our exercises and services to glorify thee ; and the glory shall

be to thee the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God, through Jesus
Christ, now and forever.

Amen .

COMMUNION SABBATH . — EVENING .

O LORD,we would again approach unto thy throne of grace, in
the name of Jesus, to glorify thee for all the loving -kindness which

thou hast vouchsafed to us this day. We have been in thy house,
and there have we seen thy goings in thy sanctuary. We have been

at thy table, and there have tasted the gladness wherewith thou
makest glad the hearts of thy chosen . Ő most gracious God, we
would acknowledge the greatness of the honor conferred upon us ;

that we, so unworthy, so guilty , so polluted , should be permitted to
engage in a service so holy and exalted as that of showing forth the

death of Jesus Christ. Glory be to thy holy name that thou hast
spared us this day in peace, and crowned uswith manifold blessings.
Surely thou mightest have testified against us, and caused thine hot
anger to burn against us because of our manifold sins. But thou

hast been gracious for Jesus' sake. Weare spared because he was

not spared. We have enjoyed mercy and blessing because he has
pleaded for us on the ground of his own righteousness. O most
holy and mostmerciful Father, draw forth our hearts in thanksgiv

ings, and while we feel thy love awakening our gratitude, help us to
feel it binding on our hearts the obligations of duty . Help us from
this day and forward to obey as thy children , not from a slavish fear
of thy wrath as manifested against all disobedience and unrighteous

ness ofmen , but from the confiding love of reconciled children, who

tremble indeed at thy judgments, but love thy commandments.
Help us to count thy commandments not grievous, but righteousand

holy . May we feel the yoke of Christ easy , his burden light, and
feel that his love constraineth us to live no longer as they do who
are dead in sin , but as those who are alive from the dead . Blessed

Lord , permit us not to forget that we have this day at thy table re
newed our obligations to be thine. May the memory of these be

deeply engraven on our heart ; may the weight of them be on the
conscience, and while we feel constrained by the love of Jesus to
yield to them , do thou supply ever-renewed strength to aid us in our
obedience. Having tasted this day how sweet are the joys that

Christ vouchsafes to the soulwhich seeketh him , and how pure are
the pleasures that are administered by the Spirit of all grace, may
we henceforth regard the loftiest joys of the world as insipid, and
turn from its pleasures as below thenotice ofGod's children . Again ,
we have set to our seal that thou art true, that Christ is precious,

that we are bound to holiness. Graciously forbid that we should
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backslide. Confirm us in the possession of Christ's constraining
love, that love which moveth in our hearts, the love which fulfilleth
the law . We lament that we have often vowed, and been found un
faithful. Our past backslidings testify against us, and wert thou to

deal with us as we deserve, thou wouldst shut us out from Christ,
and deny us the grace of thy Spirit. But do thou heal our back

slidings. Put away all iniquity from us, receive us graciously , and
love us freely , and put us in thy good and holy way, and keep us
in it.

O gracious God , we trust we have this day felt the precious

ness of the broken and ine contrite heart. It is thy gift and thy
workmanship, and we pray thee to bestow it on us yet more and
more. Humbly would we entreat thee to take away from us the

hard and stony heart that is in our flesh , and give us an heart of
flesh. O fulfil thy gracious promise to us. We would earnestly
beseech thee to do as thou hast said , and put thy Spirit within us,
and teach us to walk in thy statutes and do them . O that we may
henceforth carry along with us the influence of this communion

sabbath. May we long retain thememory of its sweetness, and seek
by increasing holiness to fit ourselves the more for the eternal sab

bath of communion with thee in glory. Gracious Lord, we would
implore thee to accept of our thanksgivings for all the grace we have
this day enjoyed. All our enjoyment, our rest in thy faithful prom

ises, our satisfaction in thy ordinances, our views of Jesus and his
cross, our exercise of faith , all, all, have come from thee, and to thee
do we owe the acknowledgment. Let us not spend our gratitude
in mere expression of words. Let it abide with us, and constrain us

to live so as to manifest our thankfulness. We regret that our high

est privileges here below so soon terminate , that our sweetest enjoy.
ment is clogged by much carnality of feeling, and speedily closed by
weariness of the flesh . Stir up our desires more actively, and lead
us by deeper experience ofthe short-lived seasons of spiritual enjoy.
ment here, to long the more ardently for that kingdom of glory
where communion comes not to a close, where the weariness of the
flesh is not felt. We bless thee for the aid vouchsafed to thy ser:
vants in the ministry who this day dispensed the ordinance of the

Lord's Supper amongst us. In their services and in ours thou hast
seen many sins, and much that thy pure eye cannot regard without
being offended. Deal mercifully with us in respect of these sins.

Remember them no more. Do thou, the good Lord, pardon us,
and wash us from our filth and guilt in atoning blood and by sanc
tifying grace. May thy servants who have this day dealt forth to us
the bread of life be themselves nourished. We thank thee in their
behalf that they were strengthened for the work , and we thank thee
in our own behalf that our eyes this day beheld our teachers. We
bless thee for all the grace manifested to our fellow -worshippers.

Thou hast been gracious to them . If any have been enlightened ,
thou hast opened their eyes to see Jesus, and turned their hearts to
him . If any have rejoiced , thou hast awakened their joy . If any
have found peace in resting on the blood of Jesus, thou of thy mer.
cy hast made them to acknowledge and embrace its sufficiency. Be

pleased, Lord, to accept our thanksgivings in their behalf. Visit
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in thy mercy such as have come to thy table mourning, and have
departed with a heavy heart. Convince them that the cause of

their wretchedness is in themselves ; that they are looking to their
own sinful emptiness, and putting away Jesus from them . Bring
them to him , and make them willing to embrace him as all-sufficient

for them . And pardon , of thy mercy, such as have profaned the
ordinance of the Supper . O lead us all to self-examination , thatwe
may know how we have attended on it. Lay us not to rest, till we
come to the blood of Jesus. Wash us from all the guilt of this day

in that fountain , and clothe us in the robe of his righteousness, that
we may lie down with confidence of thy forgiving grace. Follow
with thy blessing the preaching of the gospel. O speed on the happy
time when the pleasure and enjoyment of a communion sabbath
shall be open not to one congregration here and there, but when all

the earth shall enjoy the sabbath, even as all shall see the salvation
of our God. Let Christ triumph this day among Jews and Gentiles .
May the truth of his gospel have free course and be glorified. Hasten

the triumph of the latter-day glory . And for this purpose pour out
more largely of the spirit of revival at home, and grant a missionary
spirit to us all, that wemay give thee no rest till both among Jews
and Gentiles the name of Jesus be known and published to the ends
of the earth. Keep us graciously in thy fear, blot out our manifold

sins, and answer these, our supplications, in peace, for Jesus' sake.
Amen .

TO BE USED BY A FAMILY WHEN VISITED WITH
- SICKNESS.

O LORD,our God, we desire to unite in blessing thee for the free
dom of approach which we enjoy at all times to the throne of grace,
through the atoning sacrifice of our merciful Redeemer ; and we
bless thee not only for the throne of grace,but also for the many en
couragements we have through thy goodness to draw near in making
known our requests. We give thee thanks, O God, that whilst thou
dost permit us to call on thy name at all times, and in all circum
stances, thou givest us special invitation to draw nigh in the season
of distress , in saying, Call upon me in the day of trouble. And
this, O most merciful God, is with us of this household a day of
trouble , seeing thou art visiting us by the disease thou hast brought
on one of our number. O God , we would say thy hand is upon us,
thy hand is upon us, for we know that affliction cometh not forth
of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the ground, and that

it is the Lord who maketh sore, and bindeth up ; who woundeth ,
and whose hands.again make whole. It is thy prerogative alone, O
God, to say, See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no God with
me; I kill and I make alive, I wound and I heal, neither is theru
any that can deliver out of my hand .

O Lord, seeing we are so

powerfully reminded by the testimony of thine own oracles that
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making sore and binding up, that the sending of disease and the re
moving it again , pertain unto thee and to no other ,may weever be pre
pared by thy grace to submit with all readiness to every chastisement
by which thou mayest see fit to visit us. We especially entreat, in
the present instance, that thy willas expressed in the visitation under
which we are suffering at this time, may be affectionately accepted
by usall as the rule of our duty. Whatever may be the issue of this
trouble to our dear friend, as it respects life or death , may it issue in
bringing us all nearer to the cross of him who died to save the per
ishing, and in preparing us to meet him with joy when he appears

in the glory of his Father at the judgment-day. O Lord, have mer .
cy upon us all in the trying circumstances in which we are placed ,
and as our several needs require. We rejoice to place ourselves in

thy hands, for thou art acquainted with all our wants, and it is by
thee alone they can be supplied. According to thy riches in grace
do thou supply all that is lacking in us out of the abundant and

inexhaustible fulness that is treasured up in our ever -blessed Re
deemer. Visit especially, in the greatness of thy compassion, this
afflicted one, and if consistent with thy heavenly will restore him

[her ] to health and strength, and other days of usefulness in the

world . Rebuke the distemper which confines him (her) to the bed

of languishing. Say unto him [her ], 0 our Saviour,as thou didst of
old to many who were diseased, Arise, thy sins are forgiven thee,
take up thy bed and walk . If such mercy is yet in store for him [her ]

may he [sħe] never forget thy kindness and love ; may he [she] never
forget to praise thee for thine abundant goodness . May the language
of all his [her ] acting manifestly be, What shall I render unto the
Lord for all his benefits toward me ? But, O God , if death be in

the cup ; if indeed this sickness be unto death , prepare him [her ] for
going hence. Reveal thyself in mercy to his [her ] soul, and give
him [her] to enjoy the comfort of knowing that he [she] possesses an
interest in thy love which is better than life. Quicken his [her] ap
prehensions with regard to all that pertains to salvation, so that
every doubt and all distracting fear may be removed from

his [her]

mind , and thus in the pure light of Jehovah he (she] shall see light.
O thou Shepherd of Israel, compass him [her ] meanwhile as with a

shield , and when he ( she] walks through the valley of the shadow of
death , be thou with him [her ] to comfort him [her ] by thy rod and
thy staff, and to conduct him [her] safely to the mansions of ever

lasting bliss in the kingdom of heaven . Impart to him [her] every
consolation of which he [she] stands in need , and say in mercy to
his [her] soul, Fear not, for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee
by thy name, thou art mine : when thou passest through the waters,
I will be with thee ; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow
thee ; when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned ;
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee ; for I am the Lord thy
God , the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour.

Heavenly Father, do

thou listen to the voice of our supplications in behalf of our afflicted
friend , and listen when we supplicate thee in our own behalf. We
cannot tell how soon we may be laid prostrate on the bed of disease
and of death . We know that our fountain is in the dust, and that
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we are crushed before the moth. O that this important truth were
habitually remembered by us, and that we were also habitually to

remember how it is that we have become so frail ; how it is that we
are so much exposed to disease, and so certainly exposed to the
stroke of death . Lord , thou hast taught us in thy holy word to look
for this root of bitterness in sin , for by sin death hath entered into
the world. We all do fade as a leaf, because our iniquities like the

wind have taken us away. Enable us therefore to look constantly
to him who can take away sin itself ; who can cleanse us from all
our pollutions, and clothe us in those robes which have been made
white in the blood of the eternal covenant. O may we put on Christ

as we are entreated to do,and then we shall not be hurt of the second
death . Under the shadow of his wings we shall find protection from
every enemy, and at last we shall enter in safety that happy place
where there shall be no more death, neither sorrow , nor crying, nei
ther shall there be anymore pain. Lord , help us by the guiding in

fluences of thy Holy Spirit to take comfort, amid all our troubles
and afflictions, from these happy prospects. And to thee the Father,

to thee the Son, to thee the Holy Ghost,be everlasting praise, world
without end. Amen .

AFTER RECOVERY FROM SICKNESS.
O Lord,how excellent is thy name in all the earth ; thou hast set
thy glory above the heavens. When we contemplate the works of
thy hands, and consider the magnificence of all that thou hast crea
ted , well may we say, What is man that thou art mindful of him , or

the son of man that thou visitest him ? Yet thou condescendest to
notice our guilty and fallen race, and nothing can occur to them
without thy permission and appointment. The hairs of our heads

are all numbered, and not even a sparrow can fall to the ground
without our heavenly Father. Health, the greatest of temporal bless.

ings, is thy gift ; and sickness proceeds from thee, who art a gra
cious and merciful Father. Thou hast appointed to the children of
men their lot here below , and thou hast said to them , Thus far shall

ye go and no farther. None can go from thy Spirit, or flee from thy
presence ; none can escape thine observation , or avoid the wounds

of those arrows which thou aimest. Blessed God, we this day ap
pear before thee to take a review of our past life , and to pour out
the feelings of grateful hearts in thy presence. The blessing ofhealth
was long enjoyed by us, but how little did we value it, and how sin
fully and uselessly was it employed . It only led to the pleasures of
the world ; it was thoughtlessly wasted in securing this world 's good
things, which perish in the using ; and in those gratifications and
amusements which as they fly away leave their sting behind them .

This precious blessing has been made subject to vanity, and has be

come the instrument of sin , instead of being the means of holy liv
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ing and of promoting thy glory . In consequence of the enjcyment
of health , we were living in false security, unmindful of thee our
God, and of the awful eternity that is before us : but thou hast been
pleased to visit us with sickness, and to show us the value of the

blessing which we had so grossly abused. The sorrows of death

compassed us, and the pains ofhell got hold on us,we found trouble
and sorrow . It was then we said , In the cutting off of our days we

shall go to the gates of the grave : we are deprived of the residue of
our years. We said , we shall not see the Lord, even the Lord, in
the land of the living ; we shall behold man no more with the in
habitants of the world . But in the day of our trouble and calamity
we called upon thee the Lord, and thou heardest our cry, and hast
sent to us deliverance. Thou hast rebuked our distemper, so that it
has fled from us, and by thy gracious dealings with us we still walk

before thee in the land of the living. Now would we offer the trib
ute of thanksgiving and praise for all thy mercy and goodness, which
we have experienced in these last days. Thou art the Physician of

soul and of body, and it is thou who hast directed the physician's
skill to those means by which the power of the disease raging in our

body was subdued, and thou hast given thy blessing to the medi

cines which were employed, so that the sickness under which we la
bored was prevented from drinking up the springs of life. We
would desire to praise the Lord, to give thanks to his name, to exalt

him before the people , and to celebrate his loving-kindness in the
congregation of his saints. The Lord bringeth down to the grave,
and bringeth up. Wewill sing to the Lord, and talk of all his won
drous works. We are not worthy of the least of all thy mercies.
Make us, O Lord, to see our former vileness in thy sight, and teach
us how we may best devote our preserved lives to thy service . We
would desire to live to thy praise, we would make known to others
thy truth . In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ would we give

thanks to thee our heavenly Father ; and every blessing that we
need would we desire to receive through him who is the only chan
nel of communication between heaven and earth . May we never

forget thy loving-kindness, or any of the benefits which thou hast so
graciously conferred ; for thou hast healed our diseases, and re
deemed our lives from destruction . The vows which we have made

on a sick -bed, help us faithfully to pay. On former occasions we
have vowed, but have not paid ; we have made good resolutions,
and have failed to carry them into effect ; we have made professions
of amendment, but they have passed away unheeded as the morning
cloud or the early dew . But now , in thy strength , we earnestly de
sire to pay our vows, and to keep our resolutions, and to practise
what we have professed . May we now be enabled to produce in our
conduct and conversation the peaceable fruits of righteousness, and

may we be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. Save us from
the deceitfulness and desperate wickedness of our hearts , and may

we never again be found in the paths of folly and of sin . We rec
ommend to thy pity and compassion all who are in sickness and
distress. Draw near to them in the hour of trouble, and visit them

with thy salvation. May those who are appointed to live be speed .
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ily restored to wonted health and strength ; and for this purpose
bless all the means which may be used for accomplishing that end,
and prepare the dying for their great and awfulchange. May the
living lay to heart this solemn truth, that death awaits them , and no
one can tell how soon this summons may be put into their hands.
( that this thought may bring men to sober reflection , and may it
lead them to seek their refuge in the gospel. May Christ be discov
ered as an all-sufficient Saviour. May the period soon come when
Jew and Gentile shall know Christ, and be found in him , and ( that

true religion may more and more prevail. Bless the families of our
land, and may family religion greatly abound. May the head of the
house be also its priest. These, our thanksgivings and prayers, we
now present ; may the sins of our holy services be forgiven , and all

that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

APPROPRIATE TO THE DEATH OF A RELATIVE
OR FRIEND .

O God, in this, the time of our bereavement and distress, we be.
take ourselves to thee. Receive us graciously, and hearken to our
feeble but imploring cry. For wise and holy reasonsthou hast taken
from us the desire of our eyes with a stroke. Dispose us to say with
meek and thankful submission to thy will, The Lord gave, and the
Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord. We ac
knowledge that this dispensation is righteous and merciful on thy
part ; O may it be rightly understood , and practically applied on
ours. May it show us the evil of sin , with which sickness, and suf

fering, and death , are all so intimately connected. May it show us
the insufficiency of the creature, and the need we have of a better

than an earthly portion. May it show us the value of the Saviour,
and the infinite importance of having a personal and vital interest in

him . O God, be thou thyself our reconciled Father. Protect us by
thy power, and guide us by thy counsel. Like as a father pitieth
his children, so do thou pity us. Amidst all the losses and aftlic
tions of our lives may we have good reason to believe that thou art

treating us with paternal care, that thou art training us by paternal
discipline ; and in the issue of all, may each one of us have cause to
say, It is good for me that I was afflicted . Meanwhile , O God, we
feel, may we also bear, the rod . By this bereaving stroke may we

it. O give and admonished .FolderBy this bere

be warned and admonished. Yet, Abba, Father, console us under
it. O give us the comfort of thine exceeding great and precious
promises. Many of thy servants hast thou cheered in circumstances
similar to ours, and even on the gloomy grave thy gospel has shed

celestial light. We thank thee for that blessed gospel. We thank
thee for the Saviour it sets forth. We thank thee for the blessings

it offers and reveals. Christ has abolished death , and brought life

and immortality to light ; and them that sleep in Jesus wilt thou, O
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God, bring with thee. Meekly and thankfully , therefore, God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, may we leave in thine everlasting
arms our pious friends departed, rejoicing to believe that their souls
are at rest in paradise, and that hereafter, in their case , that which is
sown in weakness, shall be raised in power ; that which is sown in
corruption, shall be raised in glory ; that which is sown a natural
body, shall be raised a spiritual body : and so shall be brought to

pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory .
O death , where is thy sting ! O grave, where is thy victory ! The

sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law . But thanks
be to God, who giveth to his saints the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.

O may we all be prepared to die . May each of us

have good cause to say, For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain .
And may the departure of relatives and friends powerfully and prac
tically remind us that time is passing away, that eternity is rushing
on , and that, when a few years are come, we shall all have left the

world in which, amidst the ravages of death , our lives have hereto.
fore been lengthened out. God of comfort, console our hearts ; God

of holiness sanctify our souls ; Father of mercies, hear our prayers :
and all through the merits of thy Son Jesus Christ, who died for sin

ners and rose again , and to whom be ascribed blessing and honor
forever and ever. Amen .

ON THE FUNERAL-DAY OF A FRIEND OR A MEMBER
OF THE FAMILY.
O ALMIGHTY Parent of the universe, God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, we, thy frail, guilty, erring creatures would prostrate
ourselves before thee with the most profound humility and holy
awe. We feel our unworthiness to approach the Divine Majesty, but
thou in mercy encouragest us to draw near, and through the gracious
Mediator to come to thy throne of grace with the confidence of chil.
dren to a father. There we are privileged to unbosom and unbur
then our souls ; there wemay implore of thee mercy to pardon and
grace to help us. On this day of heaviness to this household , we

would recognize and bow before thee as the righteous Sovereign of
the universe, as the uncontrolled Disposer of all events. Thou dost
according to thy will in the armies of heaven , and among the in .
habitants of the earth. Thou pullest down one, and thou raisest up
another ; thou woundest and healest ; thou killest, and makest alive.

With thee are the issues of life and of death , none can stay thy hand,
nor may any say to thee, What doest thou ? While we acknowledge
thy absolute right to do with us and to us as thou, Lord , seest fit,

weknow and are persuaded that thou reignest in righteousness, that
thou dost all things wisely and well, and that however trying thy

dispensations, and however inscrutable thy dealings may be, yet jus
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tice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne,mercy and truth
go before thy face.

Thou, O righteous Father, hast been pleased in thine adorable
sovereignty to take away from us the desire of our eyes with a stroke,
to rob us of one who was dear to our souls ; yet, Lord, let us not re
fuse to be comforted, prevent us from murmuring and repining under
thy chastening rod. Teach us to acquiesce in thy righteous dealings,
help us in the sincerity of our hearts to say, The will of the Lord be
done ; the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the
name of the Lord . This lesson , O Lord, we feel is very hard to
learn . We cling to what is created , we cleave to the dust, we feel
reluctant to part with the objects of our affection even at thy call.

Do thou , graciousGod, thyself teach us ; teach us heartfelt submis
sion, teach us holy resignation , teach us in patience to possess our
souls. Lord, prevent us from fainting when we are rebuked of thee.
But, O Lord , while we lament our present bereavement, let us never
lose sight of the cause of all our woes. Wewould ever bear in mind
that it is sin that has robbed us of thy favor, robbed us of thine
image, and robbed us of those friendships that sweeten the cup of
life ; and , therefore, when thou dost thus contend with us, and af

image and,thereto justify tlus. And guilt and feel the sorrow, though our
flict us, we will justify thee in thy dealings, and clear thee when
thou judgest
us. And, O Lord,
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own sins. Take away, webeseech thee, the guilt of sin through the
blood of atonement, deliver from the love and the power of sin by
the effectual working of thy Holy Spirit.
What cause have we, O Lord, to rejoice and be thankful, that
while we mourn for sin , and mourn on account of personal distress
and domestic bereavements, we are not left to mourn like those who

have no hope , left to mourn in despair. This might have been our
portion , and must, O holy Father, have been our portion ,hadst thou
dealt with us after our sins, or rewarded us according to our ini.

quities. Wemight have been justly allowed to eat the fruit of our
doings without deliverance, without hope, to live in misery, and to
die in misery. Wemight have been permitted to regard death as

the extinction of our being, or the harbinger of woe unutterable;
to look to the grave as man 's eternal resting-place, or the threshold
to the abode of misery.

But blessed, forever blessed be thy name,

we are not left to die in our sins, to perish without a remedy. Thou
hast looked upon us and pitied us. Thou hast sent the Son of thy
love to seek and save that which was lost, to redeem our souls from

death, our eyes from tears, and our feet from falling ; and by his
precious blood , by his all-perfect righteousness, by his life and by
his death, to bring salvation and consolation near to us, to restore

our lost privileges and our forfeited hopes. Thanks be to God for
his unspeakable gift ! What is man that thou takest knowledge of
him ! And we would adore and bless thee, O gracious God, for the

revelation of mercy, the gospel of salvation, the words of eternal life
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O what precious promises, what soothing consolations, what glo.
rious prospects,what ennobling hopes are ours through themediation
of thine own Son , as made known to us in the gospel of peace !

Now we know that there is no condemnation to them who are in
Christ Jesus ; now we know that nothing, neither earth nor hell,
neither life nor death , can separate us from the love of God in

Christ Jesus ; now we know that the sting of death is taken away ,
that the dominion of the grave is overthrown ; now life and immor
tality are brought to light ; now we are begotten to the lively hope
of an inheritance that is incorruptible , and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away. O thou Spirit of all grace and consolation, thou divine
Comforter, do thou in this day of tribulation , when our spirits are
disquieted and cast down, draw near thyself to comfort us, bring the
promises of thy word to bear on our circumstances, give us by faith

to lay hold on them , to meditate, to feed upon them ; give us to
feel their soothing influence, their consoling power, their sustaining
efficacy. We do find that man 's help is vain in those dark and try

ing hours of life, do thou thyself uphold us ; we do find that the
consolations of the world reach not the wounded spirit with effect,
do thou thyself refresh and comfort us with thine own consolations ;
Lord, withdraw us from the stream , carry us up to the fountain !
When we are ready to faint in our minds, help us to consider him
who endured the contradiction of sinners against himself.

We give thee thanks, O Lord, for that support thou wast gra
ciously pleased to youchsafe to the departed during his [her ] season
of affliction, for the patience that possessed his Cher soulwhen thy

chastening hand was laid upon him [her], for the views that were
opened up to him [her ] of Christ and his salvation, for the firm hold
he (she] was enabled to take of the covenant of peace, and for the

calmness, and tranquillity, and good hope with which he [she] was
enabled to commend his [her ] spirit into the Redeemer's hands.

And , Lord , we bless thee for the support and consolation that has
been administered to surviving relatives under the blow of thy hand .

Though lover and friend thou hast put far from us, and our acquain .
tance into darkness, yet thou hast enabled us, and thou art now en
abling us to sing of mercy in the midst of judgment; to feel that
the same hand that lays us low , does indeed hold us up ; that while

tribulation abounds, the consolations ofGod do much more abound ;
and bowing to the sovereignty of Jehovah, yet adoring the wisdom ,
the rectitude, the mercy, and the love of him that rules on high,

thou art enabling us in faith to say, Though the Lord should slay
meand mine, yet will I trust in him .

And now , Lord, continue to be gracious to us. Hold us up and
support us when we leave the house of mourning, and go forth to
perform the last melancholy duty, and commit the mortal remains

of our beloved friend to the cold mansion of the dead, the house ap
pointed for all living. Even at the grave's mouth may we be cheered
by the gracious declaration of the Redeemer : I am the resurrection

and the life. He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live. Because I live ye shall live also. And , O Lord,

though we do feel the pang of separation, do thou cheer us by the
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assured hope that that separation is not forever ; and though the
grave has received and conceals from our view the ashes of one whom
we loved so tenderly , yet let us be comforted by the thought that
-

such as fall asleep in Jesus, die only to live, and live to die no more ;
that death's reign and the grave's triumph shall be of short endur
ance ; that this corruptible must put on incorruption , and this mor
tal must put on immortality, and that the ransomed of the Lord shall
return to the Sion above, and shall be forever with the Lord . And ,
Lord, help us to improve this trying dispensation of thy providence. O
let us who remain remember that there is nothing but a step betwixt .
us and death ; that we too soon shall be numbered with the dead,
and that the voice thus addresses us this day, Be ye also ready.
Help us then, O gracious God, to be living near to thee, to be living
much in heaven . Raise our views and our affections above all the

emptiness of time, and enable us to live by faith in the unseen
realities of eternity. O give us to feel that we are nothing but pil
grims and strangers in this world . May we be ever rising above it,

and living above it, and may we be habitually looking forward to,
and ripening for the rest that remaineth for the people ofGod. Ail
our appointed time wewould be waiting till our change come. And,

O Lord, grant that when that solemn period shall arrive, we may
have nothing to do but to commit our spirits into the hand of him
who gave them , and to fall asleep in Jesus. And now , Lord, we
give ourselves wholly up to thee, fit us for every duty, and prepare
us for every trial, guide us by thy counsel while here,and afterwards
receive us to glory. And to thee the Father, the Son , and the Holy

Spirit, one God, we would ascribe everlasting praise. Amen.

ON THE MORNING OF THE MARRIAGE OF A FEMALE
MEMBER OF THE FAMILY.

Our Father in heaven , we would together approach thy throne of
grace this morning gratefully to acknowledge the multitude of thy
mercies, and to implore the continuance of thy loving-kindness.
Blessed be thy great name, that in the riches of thy grace thou hast
made the amplest provision for our immortal souls. As being guilty
and defiled, they do indeed deserve to perish ; but thou hast given

thy beloved Son to be our Saviour, and hast addressed to us in thy
word , the overtures of reconciliation . In great condescension hast
thou invited us to enter into the nearest and tenderest relation to

thyself, and plied us with every consideration most fitted to win our
confidence and love. ( that thou wouldst effectually persuade us
all to make an unreserved surrender of ourselves, and to join our.
selves unto thee in a perpetual covenantnot to be forgotten . Do
thou betroth us unto thee in righteousness, and in loving-kindness,
and in mercies ; and let us enjoy the safety , and blessedness , and
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honor of those to whom it is said , Thy Maker is thy husband, tha
Lord of hosts is his name.
Wewould unite, O God, in praising thee for the arrangements
which thou hast made for the peace and good order of society, and

for the innumerable mercies which thy providence is daily pouring

down on the path of our pilgrimage. Do thou help us in all our
ways to acknowledge thee, that our steps may be directed aright ;

and shed abroad thy love in our hearts, that all the events which be
eased to ain maour
iast cautogether
and all
ing thwork
see para for our
his dthe
fall us,
rf oulotr inmay
ay lchanges
18,and
good . On this day would we in a special manner implore thy bless

ing. Thou wast pleased to institute in paradise the conjugal rela
tion ; and the celebration of a marriage was graced by the presence,
and honored by the firstmiracle of our incarnate Lord. Now , there .

fore, that we have the prospect of having this ordinance observed
amongst ourselves, we entreat that thou wouldst cause thy blessing
to rest upon the head of her who is this day to be separated from
her brethren , and enrich her with all precious things. Be very
gracious to both the parties who are about to be united in wedlock .

Let them be helpers of one another's joy, and live together as heirs
of the grace of life. Grant that, like Zacharias and Elizabeth, they
may be both righteous before the Lord, walking in all the command
ments and ordinances of the Lord blameless ; and that they may so
spend the time of their sojourning here below , as to be prepared for
spending a blessed eternity together in that more perfect state of be

ing, where they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are all
as the angels of God .
Do thou fit us, Lord, for all the duties and trials to which we are

respectively called. To the Saviour may we be united by a living
faith . To him may we abide faithfuleven unto death . And so may
we live at all times, that when the cry is made, Behold the bride

groom cometh , go ye out to meet him , we may be found with our
lamps filled and trimmed , and may be honored to go in ere the door

is shut, and to sit down at themarriage-supper of the Lamb.

_ Heavenly Father, be our guide and guardian during the day.
Take charge of all that concerns us. And 0 do thou grant that
whatever changes come over us, we may enjoy thine unchanging

friendship ; and that to whatever separations we may be subjected,
we may still be united in the bonds of the everlasting covenant.

And all that we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .

UN THE BIRTH OF A CHILD .
LET us have grace imparted to us, most holy and most merciful

God, that on this occasion wemay be enabled to encompass the foot
stool of thy throne with the sentiments which become thy faithful
and grateful worshippers. Bless the Lord , O our souls, and all that
is within us bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O our souls, and
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forget not all his benefits ; who forgiveth all our iniquities; who
healeth all our diseases ; who redeemeth our life from destruction ;

who crowneth us with loving-kindness and tender mercies. We lift

up to thee, O God, our humble tribute of praise for all thy goodness
manifested to us on this occasion . Our hearts give thanks to thee
for the member thou hast added to our family, and for the life thou
hast spared to us. In the midst of dangers which no knowledge of
man could detect, and no power of man avert, thou hast watched
over us, and brought us through the hour of trial in safety, and

permitted us in the land of the living once more to offer up our grat
itude to thee. Thou hast delivered our eyes from tears, and our feet
from falling. Blessed and holy Father , may the impressions which
we now feel be permanent, and the thanksgiving we now render be
evidenced in our conduct ; that we may devote our lives to the ser

vice of that God in whom we live, and move, and have our being .
May the same kind providence which watched over this family still
continue to bless us. And as thou hast heard our prayers, and

brought us thus far in peace, hear us again when we implore that
she whom thou hast thus mercifully dealt with may continue to ex
perience much of thy favor, till in due time she is raised in strength,

more resolutely determined than ever to live not to herself but to
the God who redeems her. Take the child, with which thou hast
been pleased to bless us, under thine especial care and favor. From
this very hour sanctify him [her ] to thyself. Amidst all the dangers
of youth , amidst all the evils of this world , amidst all the snares and
temptations which beset the human path, do thou guide and protect

numan patirto,the perhiber of the Godite
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idence being accomplished , he (she] may be a member of the house

hold of faith, and meet at last with the whole family of God in
heaven. Thou knowest, O God, all that lies between the cradle

and the grave ; and therefore to thee would we dedicate our off

spring, imploring thy favor, which is life ; and thy loving-kindness,
which is better than life. If thou shalt be pleased in thy wise yet
dark providence to take him [her ] away ere the years of maturity

shall have been reached ; if he (she] shall fall a victim to some of the
diseases to which the young are exposed, 0 give us grace to part
with those thou hast given in the spirit of Christian resignation .

May we hold lightly by all the things of this earth , so that at thy
command wemay easily let them go, saying in faith , It is the Lord

that gives, and the Lord that takes away, and blessed be his holy
name. May we who are placed in the important situation of parents,
hear thy voice at this hour saying, Take this child and nurse it for
me, and I will give thee thy reward. Grant us grace, O Father, to
act as becometh us, so that having trained up our children in the
path of Christ, at the great day of accounts we may be enabled to
say, Lord, here are we and the children whom thou hast given us.

Hear us graciously, thou hearer of prayer, and grant us an answer

in peace , for Christ's sake. Amen.
5
1
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FOR THE USE OF PARENTS ABOUT TO DEDICATE A

CHILD TO GOD IN BAPTISM .
HELP us, Almighty Father, to approach thee on this occasion
with those feelings of mind with which thy worshippers should be
filled. To thee, O God , do we lift up our souls, imploring that
thou wouldst graciously listen to our requests, and for the sake of
thy Son grant us an answer in peace.

Blessed be thy great name for the institution of the ordinance
of the gospel, whereby thou art instructing the people in the things
which concern eternity. We praise thee for the appointment of
the sacraments, which thou hast constituted as seals to the cove

nant thou hast made with us through Jesus Christ. We praise
thee for thy goodness in permitting us to engage in these ordinan
ces and to enjoy these sacraments ; and we implore that thou wouldst
make them to us the power of God and the wisdom of God for
the salvation of our souls.
In a very especial manner would we bless thee that thou art af

fording to us the privilege of the ordinance of baptism , therein to
dedicate our offspring to thee. Help us, O Lord, to entertain those
sentiments, and 0 form those resolutions and cherish those feelings
which become Christian parents on an occasion so solemn and inter

esting. Give us proper and spiritual views of the nature of the or.
dinance, and through the symbols and signs employed, help us trs
discern the blood of Christ shed for the remission of sins, and the in

fluences of the IIoly Spirit, which alone can cleanse is from all our
iniquities. And when we witness the water sprinkled ,may we think
of the fountain opened for sin and uncleanness, and seek with our
whole heart and soul that inward purification which washing therein
can alone give.

We are now about to dedicate our child to thee. It was from the
Lord we received him [her], and in thus blessing us with offspring

we would desire to hear thy voice as if speaking to us in this act of
thy providence, and saying, Take this child and nurse it for me, and
I will give thee thy reward .

Thou art the God of all.

The souls

of the parents and the souls of the children are thine ; we therefore
present our child to thee a living sacrifice, and we pray that it may
be holy and acceptable. May he ishe] bé sanctified to thyself, and
made one of thine own, even from this very hour. Deeply impressed
with a sense of the solemn duty we are about to perform , and of the
solemn engagements under which we are about to come, we would

seek to be spiritually exercised while thus employed. And as thou
hast encouraged us to bring our little children to thee, we would im

plore, O blessed Saviour, that thou wouldest take up this child in
the arms of thy power and grace: put thy hands upon him [her ] and
bless him [her ]. May this child be one of the lambs of thy flock,
whom thou wilt bear in thine arms, and carry in thy bosom , watch

ing over his [her ] welfare through time, protecting from trouble,
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guarding from temptation, guiding by thy grace and counsel in the
ways of truth and holiness, till at last thou bringest him [her ] to that
place where thou leadest thy people unto fountains of living vaters.
Oh, let us now be in the Spirit ; with humble yet grateful hearts
may we engage in this solemn service ; and may the prayer we now
offer, and the prayer of the church to be offered for us and our off

spring, rise up before thee as the incense of a sweet-smelling savor:

And may our persons and our services be accepted, for Christ's sake
Amen .

FOR THE USE OF PARENTS AFTER HAVING DEDI

CATED A CHILD TO GOD IN BAPTISM .

ive pgoodness
ld pprovidence,
resent ourofchithy
roviden O Lord, we have been per.
o INrecethe
tmitted
to present our child to thee in the sacrament of baptism , and
to receive for him [her], the sign of his [her ] admission among the
members of the visible church . The promise is to us and to our
children , and therefore we entreat thee to make good thine ancient
covenant, and be the God of believers and of their seed forever.
Oh , hear the prayers which the assembled church offered up on this

solemn occasion ; and deny not thy grace and blessing to us or our
child . Wehave now solemnly pledged that we will bring him [her ]

up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, doing all that in us
lies to teach him [her] to remember his [her ] Creator in the days of

his [her ] youth. But Oh, thou knowest how feeble and fleeting are
the best of human resolutions ; how soon the remembrance of vows
and promises is forgotten , amidst the business or temptations of life :

and therefore our prayer is, that thou wouldst deepen the impressions
we presently feel, and strengthen the resolutions we presently form ,
and help us by thy grace to act in accordance with our solemn engage

ments. And while we thus endeavor to use the means, do thou, O
God , grant thy enriching blessing ; pour out thy Spirit upon our
seed, and thy blessing upon our offspring, that they may spring up
as willows by the water courses, and grow in grace and religious
knowledge as they increase in stature and strength .

We would renew our supplications on behalf of the child we have
now dedicated to thee in baptism . Known to thee, O God , are all
things from the beginning to the end. While we are ignorant of

the various events which may befall him [her], between this and the

grave, we would desire, in faithful confidence,to commend him [her ]
to thee and the word of thy grace. Ob, permit not any evil to befall
him [her ] by the way. Amidst all the troubles incidental to youth ,
do thou be with him [her] ; when he [she] walks through thewaters,

may they not overwhelm him [her ], and through the tires may the
flame not kindle against him [her]. Spare him [her] Oh Lord, if it

be thy holy will, till in the days of our old age our eyes be glad
dened by seeing him [her ] walking in the ways of thy command
ments. When temptations assail, those temptations to which youth
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are so peculiarly exposed, be thou his [her ] upholder, strengthening
against every enemy, raising above every difficulty, and guiding
amidst every snare, supporting under every trial, and causing all

these to work for good ; till having completed all the purposes of
thy providence here he ( she] may be taken home at last to the man
sions of glory . Or, if thou hast determined that his [her] existence

here is to be short and fleeting, and that he fshe) should be called
away in infancy or youth , Oh, may we in that trying hour remem
ber the deep solemnities of this ; and then , in the spirit of Christian

resignation give him [her ] up to thee, the God to whom we have
this day devoted him [her ]. " Hear us, O God, in heaven, thy dwell

ing-place; and when thou hearest, graciously answer and forgive,
for the Redeemer's sake. Amen .

ON PARTING WITH RELATIONS GOING TO A FOREIGN
COUNTRY.
ALMIGHTY Father, we give thee thanks and praise that we are
pern :itted to kneel together once more around the family altar, to

ming'e our voices in praising thee, to listen to thy holy word , and to
pour out our hearts before thee. Lord , we pray that wemay carry
all our griefs and all our joys to thee. In everything enable us by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving to make our requests
known unto thee. Help us to look so directly to Jesus, to wash so
thoroughly in his blood, to put on so fully the white raiment of his
righteousness, that we shall have access with confidence by the faith
ofhim . May there be no distance between us and thee, no cloud be

tween our soul and thy pardoning smile. May we feelthat our sins,
which are many, are forgiven us. May we feel thine eye resting
upon us in love. Help us to spread out all our sorrows, all our anx.
ieties, all our wants before thee in this time ofneed .
We praise thy holy name for all the mercies thou hast poured

down upon us from the first day until now . Blessed be the Lord
who daily loadeth us with his benefits, even the God of our salva

tion. O that our souls might bless thee, and not forget any of thy
benefits. The young lions do lack and suffer hunger, but thou hast
never suffered us to want any good thing ; thou hast given us daily

bread ; thou hast provided raiment ; thou hast made our cup to run
over ; thou hast made the outgoings of the morning and evening to
rejoice. We thank thee for every domestic blessing we have en
joyed together ; for every smile of thy providence upon our dwell

ing ; for all the joys of home and of kindred, thy holy namewe
praise. How wonderfully thou hast dealt with us ! How many
families thou hast afflicted from morning to evening, stroke upon

stroke, and wave upon wave ; but thou hast been very pitiful toward
us, as a father pitieth his children .

We thank thee for all the afflictions we have passed through to
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gether. It has been good for us that we were afflicted. Before we
were afflicted we went astray, but now we have kept thy word . O
that we were wise, and would observe these things, that we might
understand the loving-kindness of the Lord. But most of all we bless
thee, O God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that thou hast
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ ;
that thou hast chosen us in Christ before the foundation of the
world , that we should be holy and without blame before thee in
love. Ah Lord ! it would be a painful parting this day if wewere
to separate for eternity ; but we do bless thee for as many of us as
thou hastmade one in Christ Jesus, and for the sweet assurance that
we shall never be separated in the world to come.
Weconfess the sinswe have committed together ; we have been most

unfaithful to thee and to one another. Ah Lord ! we remember this day
how little we have cared for one another's souls; how much of our time
together we havemisspent ; how many precious opportunities wehave

neglected ; how little we have warned , entreated , comforted, and ex
horted oneanother; how little wehave been like Andrew ,whobrought
his own brother to Jesus; how little we have lived together,aswe shall
wish we had done when we stand before the great white throne. It
would be a righteous thing in thee to make this day of our parting a
cloudy and dark day, a day of trouble, and rebuke, and desperate
sorrow . But thou hast not dealt with us as we have sinned, neither

rewarded usaccording to our iniquities. Asthe heaven is high above
earth, so greathas been thy mercy toward us. Asfar as east is from
from the west, so far hast thou removed our transgressions from us.
Almighty Father, we now commit ourselves and one another into
thine everlasting arms, for time and for eternity. As the mountains
are round about Jerusalem , so be thou round about our souls from
henceforth and forever. In an especial manner we now commit to
thee those dear ones who are now with us,but soon to be parted from
us.

Thou didst give them to us at the first ; thou hast made them

sweet and pleasant to us. Wehave gone together to the house of
God , with the voice of joy and praise, with themultitude that kept

holy day. And now , in thine all-ruling providence, thou art calling
us to separate, help us to say, The will of the Lord be done ; the

Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of
the Lord. Watch over them , O Lord , bynight and by day . When
they go from one nation to another, suffer no man to do them wrong ;
yea, reprove kings for their sakes. Suffer not their foot to bemoved .
Thou that keepest them will not slumber. Thou keepest Israel,
thou dost neither slumber nor sleep. Be thou , O Lord, their keeper.
Be thou their shade upon their right hand . Let not the sun smite

them by day, nor themoon by night. O Lord, preserve them from
all evil. Preserve their souls. Preservetheir going out and coming
in , from this time forth and even for evermore. Holy Father, keep
through thine own name those whom thou hast given to Christ, that
they all may be one. We pray not that thou shouldest take them
out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.

Wepray for those that remain behind , that thou wouldest make
up for all thou takest away. Art thou not more to us than ten sons ?
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Thou only art the fountain of living waters. When thou takest away
the streams, may we come the more to thee. However far separated,
O our Father, grant that wemay all be branches of the true vine,
filled with the samespirit, bearing the same holy fruit. Far from
one another, may we be equally near to thee. May we lean on the

same beloved coming up out of this wilderness ; may we walk in the
same narrow way that leadeth unto life ; may wekneel together on the
samefootstool. Washed in the sameprecious blood,may we draw near

to the same heavenly Father, and obtain the same blessings for our
selves and for one another. Enable us to fill up the short time that
remains in the service of Jesus. Help us to confess Jesus before
men , that he may confess us before thee, his Father, in heaven. Keep
us from denying Christ before men, lest he deny us before thee, his
Father, in heaven . And may we all be found at the right hand of

Jesus, in that awful day when he shall separate the nations as a shep
herd divideth his sheep from the goats. And may we hear him say .

ing to all of us, Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation ofthe world . If we are never
to meet together on earth any more, grant, О our Father, that we
may meet in that day to cast our crowns together at the feet of Jesus,
and to sing, Worthy is the Lamb !

And now , we commend one

another to thee, and to the word of thy grace, which is able to build
us up, and to give us an inheritance among all them which are sanc
tified. May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with our spirits.
Amen .

FOR A FAMILY ABOUNDING IN WEALTH .

O LORD, thou art the giver of all good. From thee cometh down
every good and perfect gift. It is thine to endow with wealth , or
subject to poverty . And in all the allotments of thy providence
thou dost what is right. It has pleased thee, in thy great mercy, to
bestow upon us, thine undeserving and sinful creatures, a goodly

portion of the blessings of this life. May they never be a snare to
our souls, nor be suffered to estrange our hearts from thee. O Lord,
enable us ever to remember that a man 's life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which he possesseth . May we continually
feel that poverty, with the divine favor, is better than riches where

thy blessing is not. Help us to bear in mind how transitory is all
earthly good. May we never count it our treasure. May we be in

dependent of it, and ready to part with it at thy call, knowing that
riches make to themselves wings and fly away . And while we pos

sess them , enable us, O Lord, to consider through whom we have
obtained them , even through the worthiness and intercession of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Enlighten us to see that all blessings, temporal

as well as spiritual, are the purchase of his death , and secured by
the covenant of grace. May we thus not only enjoy them , butmay

we enjoy Christ in them . May they continually serve as memorials
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and vexcitements
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we have received all we possess out of his pure and undeserved
mercy, may we cheerfully contribute of our substance to such ends
is a talent for which we must render a strict account. Lord , forbid
that it should harden our hearts, but may we so employ it as to cher

ish the habits of generosity and benevolence. · May the mind that
was in Christ be in us, and may we delight in doing good . As we
have received freely, may we be enabled to give freely. We know
that the Lord loveth a cheerful giver, and we pray that we may be

such . Enable us to make to ourselves friends of the mammon of
unrighteousness. And bless all those with spiritual blessings in
Christ Jesus, whose temporal wants we seek to relieve. Sanctify

their poverty , and sanctify our wealth . And grant that both they
and we, when our earthly course is ended, may be admitted to the
enjoyment of an inheritance, incorruptible , undefiled , and that fadeth

not away. We ask all for Christ's sake. Amen .

IN

A TIME OF POVERTY.

WE will bless thee, O Lord, at all times . Thy praise shall be con .
tinually in our mouth . Our soul shall make her boast in thee ; the

humble shall hear thereof and be glad. Truly thou art good to
Israel, to such as are of a clean heart. Thou hast been our hope,
O Lord God ; thou hast been our trust from our youth up. We
are as a wonder unto many, but thou art our strong refuge. How

wonderful has been the way by which thou hast brought us ! Thy
way toward us has been in the sea, and thy path in the deep waters ;

and thy footsteps are not known, yet thou hast led us like a flock .
Thou hast done all things well. How amazing has been thy love

in visiting our souls, when so many have their good things in this
life, and are stumbling over their riches into eternal misery. How
shall we praise thee that though thou hast brought us low in the
things of this world, thou hastmade us rich in faith , and heirs of
the kingdom . O Lord, we feel it would be no profit if we had gained
the whole world and lost our own soul. Teach us to praise thee,
that in taking away from us earthly comforts, thou hast given us wine
and milk without money and without price, even the sure mercies

of David . Wethank thee thatwe feel the forgiveness of sins through
the blood of Jesus sweeter than all the world .

Thy smile is better

Who will show us any good ? Lord, lift thou up the light of thy

countenance upon us. Thou hast put gladness in our hearts, more
than in the time that their corn and their wine increased .

Weare less than the least of all thymercies. Weare notworthy
that thou shouldest come under our roof. We know that thy judg.
ments are right, and that in faithfulness thou hast afflicted us. We
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are like a beast before thee. We were shapen in iniquity, and in sin

did our mother conceive us. Every particle of matter obeys thy
holy will. Every created being, except ourselves and devils, serves
thee alone. We only live contrary to thee. Every power of our
body and mind is naturally at enmity to thee. Wehave no right to
anything but wrath , condemnation , and curse. Lord, humble us
under a sense of our vileness, and teach us to flee to the Lord Jesus

Christ. May we be found in him , and in him obtain the children 's
bread and daily mercies according to our need.
Lord, we remember the grace of the Lord Jesus, who, though he
was rich , yet for our sakes he became poor ; may this make us con
tented to be poor. We remember that he had not where to lay his
head ; may this make us thankful for our humble lodging. We

remember that others ministered to him of their substance ; may
this take its sting from our poverty. Make us feel it enough for

the disciple to be as his master, and enough for the servant to be as
his lord .

Wepray for near access to thee in this timeof need . When thou
takest away our broken cisterns, may we come near to the fountain .
When thou showest us the emptiness of the creatures, lead us to the
fulness of the Creator. When we have little of the bread of this

life , may we have much of the bread ofGod which came down from
heaven , and giveth life unto the world. May we feel so accepted in

the beloved, so completely thine, that we shall have no anxiety for
to -morrow . Thou art able to supply our need.
strengthen us to bear our want.

Thou art able to

Thou that didst not spare thine

only-begotten Son, wilt thou not with him also freely give us all
things ? Help us to behold the fowls of the air , for they sow not,
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns, yet thou , our heavenly
Father, feedest them . Make us feel that in Christ Jesus we are much
better than they. Help us to consider the lilies of the field, which toil

not, neither do they spin ; and yet, even Solomon in all his glory was
not arraved like one of these .

O thou who clothest the grass of the

field , which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven , make us
feel that thou wilt much rather clothe us though we are of little faith .
O our heavenly Father, who lovest us better than we love ourselves,
thou knowest that we have need of all these things. Make us seek

first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and let all these
things be added unto us. Keep us without carefulness. Make us
cast all our care upon thee, for thou carest for us.
O Lord Jesus, we remember in the days of thy flesh thou hadst

compassion on the multitudes because they had nothing to eat, and
thou wouldest not send them away fasting lest they should faint by
the way.

Thou didst take the seven loaves and give thanks, and

brakest them , and gavest to the disciples, and they to the multitude,
and all did eat, and all were filled. Lord Jesus, thou art the same
yesterday, and to -day, and forever. Have compassion upon us.

Give us this day our daily bread . O Lord, thou didst say by the
mouth of thy servant David , that the young lions may lack and suf
fer hunger, but that they that seek thee shall not want any good
thing. Do as thou hast said . Let this promise be yea and amen
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to us in Christ Jesus. Supply all our need according to thy riches
in glory. We look to thee. May we be lightened, and our faces
be not ashamed. For thine own honor we plead with thee to fulfil
thy word . Will not the world reproach thy great name if thou
help us not? Our tears have been our meat day and night, while

they say to us continually , Where is thy God ? O our Rock, why
hast thou forgotten us ? Why do we go mourning because of the
oppression of the enemy ? As with a sword in our bones our ene
mies reproach us, while they say daily unto us, Where is thy God ?
O let not our soul be cast down, let it not be disquieted in us; make

us hope in thee, for we shall yet praise thee, who art the health of
our countenance and our God.
O Lord, do not let us despise thy chastening, neither be weary of
thy correction . Help us to inquire into the cause of thy controversy
with us. Make us new creatures in Christ Jesus. May we no more

be haughty. May we learn of Christ, who is meek and lowly in
heart. May the IIoly Spirit fill every chamber of our heart. Čast

out every idol. If we be poor, make us Christ's poor. May Jesus
be known in our dwellings for a refuge. May we not be like Martha,
careful and troubled about many things. May we be like Mary,

who chose the good part that could not be taken away from her.
The law of thy mouth is better to us than thousands of gold and
silver. Keep us near to thee all the day. Satisfy us with thy love
at all times. Make us glory in nothing but in the cross of Christ.
By it may the world be crucified unto us, and we unto the world .
Be thou our Shepherd, and we shall not want. Make us to lie down
in green pastures, and lead us beside the still waters . Restore our

soul, and cause us to walk in the paths of righteousness, for the sake
of thy name. Yea, though we walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, make us fear no evil, for thou art with us.

Thy

rod and thy staff, let them comfort us. Prepare a table before us
in the presence of our enemies. Anoint our head with oil. Make
our cup to run over. Make goodness and mercy to follow us all the
days of our life. And may we dwell in thy house forever, through
Jesus Christ our Lord . Amen .

FOR A FAMILY SUFFERING FROM THE LOSS OF

WORLDLY SUBSTANCE.

The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away, blessed be the name
of the Lord. Once we were rich, but now are we poor ; and we
look to tnee, O Lord, in whose hand are all our ways. Teach us
submission to thy will. Help us to say with all our heart, Thy will
be done. May we be willing to bear the ills of poverty , if thy will

be so ; and may it be given us to say, I have learned in whatsoever
state I am therewith to be content. May we not only bear thy will,

O Lord , butmay we have grace to profit by it. May we be enabled
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to say, under the loss of worldly substance, When we are judged we
are chastened of the Lord, that wemay not be condemned with the
world . May we feel that this is not our rest. May we be careful
to have our treasure laid up in heaven. And may we be taught to
estimate more highly those durable riches that cannot be taken from
us. At the same time, Lord , enable us to trust in thee for such

things as are necessary for us. Our heavenly Father knoweth what
things we have need of. Thou hast said , Bread shall be given , and
water shall be sure. Help us to believe the promise, and wait for

its accomplishment. May we be contented with what thou art
pleased to bestow . Thou hast assured us that all things are ours.
Enable us to exercise faith in the promises of the covenant. May
we remember the promise , According to your faith so be it done
unto you . But, O Lord , deliver us from presumption and self-de
ception . Enable us to examine ourselves whether we be indeed in

the faith, whether we are truly united to Christ, and possess a cor
enant-right to receive out of his fulness. And may we never for
get that thou hast united the diligent use of the means with the

enjoyment of the end. Enable us to be diligent in business, fer
vent in spirit, serving the Lord. May a blessing be upon our bas
ket and our store. We would remember him who fed the thou

sands with the few loaves and fishes. May he feed us. Enable
us to lead a life of faith upon his providence and grace. May we

be willing to be dependent upon thee. May we be satisfied to have

reason to say, Give us this day our daily bread . And whatever
we receive may we have grace to look upon as thy gift for Christ's

sake, and be enabled to use it in thy service, and to thy glory .
However it may please thee to deal with us, may it ever be our
principle and rule to seek first the kingdom of God and his right

eousness, knowing all other things shall be added unto us. All we
ask is for the Redeemer's sake. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR AN ABUNDANT HARVEST.
LORD God Almighty, we desire to draw near to thee with that

humility which becomes us as creatures, and with that contrition
and self-abasement which becomes us as fallen and guilty creatures.
We feel and lament our backwardness to come to a throne of
grace. Help, we beseech thee, our infirmities ; pour out upon us

a spirit of grace and supplications ; draw us, and we shall run after
thee.

Weadore thee as our Creator and Preserver ; our constant Bene
factor and our Friend. Often , too often, have we been unmindful
of thee ; and yet, at no time hast thou been forgetful of us. Thy
forbearance is indeed wonderful ! By hardness and impenitency of

heart ; by neglect of duty ; by sins committed against knowledge,

and with an high hand, we have been offending against thee from
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day to day : and yet all this while thou hast been sparing us alive,
and upholding us with thine arm , and waiting to be gracious.

Yea,

thou hast not only borne with us, and been in no haste to remove
us out of our place as cumberers of the ground ; but thou hast given
us all things richly to enjoy ; thou hast led us and fed us all our
days ; and thy mercies have been new to us at every moment.

Never hast thou left thyself without witness, in that thou hast given
us rain from heaven , and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food
and gladness. Year by year thou visitest the earth and waterest it ;

thou makest it soft with showers, and blessest the springing there
of. Surely as the heavens are high above the earth , so are thy
thoughts and thy ways better than ours.

Thou, Lord,keepest covenant and promise , and thy faithfulness
hath again been manifested anew . The pastures have been clothed
with flocks ; the valleys also have been covered over with corn ; and

the little hills have rejoiced on every side. And now , thou hast
crowned the year with thy goodness, and hast poured us out a bless
ing so abundant, that there hath not been room enough to receive it.

Bless the Lord , then , ( our souls, and all that is within us bless his
holy name. Bless the Lord, O our souls, and forget not all his benefits ;
who crowneth us with loving-kindness and tender mercies ; who sat

isfieth our mouth with good things; and who prepareth of his good- ·
ness for the poor.

Amid all thy giving, O God, deny us not the blessings of thy sal
vation .

Thine ancient people did eat manna, even angels' food , in

the wilderness, and are dead ; and all thy temporal bounties not
withstanding, a day, we know , will comewhen we also will sicken
and die ; when our breath will depart, and the fashion of our coun
tenance will be changed ; and when we shall go the way whence we

shall not return. But we rejoice to be told of that bread which
cometh down from heaven, ofwhich , if any man eat, he shall live
forever. Lord, evermore give us this bread , even a saving interest
in him which cometh down from heaven , and giveth life unto the
world . And whilst we reiterate this our request unto thee for the
best of all blessings, even eternal redemption through the merits and

atonement of thine own Son , we would draw encouragement alike
from thy providence and from thy word. Thou hast no pleasure at
all in the death of him that dieth ; thy mercy endureth forever ; and
thou art far more willing to grant, than we are in sincerity to seek ,
the benefits of thy Son 's mediation . And in the blessed influences
of the summer's sun and the summer's dew ; in the clouds that drop

down fatness upon the pastures of the wilderness ; in the rich and
laden harvest which , year by year, is seen to move over all the land ;
and which tells of a beneficence that is never weary, and of a love
which is as the love of a parent; in all this we behold the tokens of
a good-will, which nothing but perverse carelessness on our part can
prevent from showering down upon us all that is necessary to make
us wise, and happy, and good for evermore ; in all this we perceive

the marks of the same bounty , in the exercise of which thou givest
grace and glory, and withholdest no good thing from them that love

thee . And from these, then, the intimations of thy word , and the
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ways of thy providence, we would draw encouragement whilst we
reiterate our earnest prayer for the blessings of thy salvation . O

grant us then the blessedness of the man whose transgression is for

given, and whose sin is covered ; give us of the quickening, and en
lightening, and purifying influences of thy Holy Spirit ; so shall thy
temporal mercies be blessed to us ; so shall we receive them with
thankful hearts ; and so shall the lives which are supported by thy

bounty be devoted to thy service. Hear us, O God, in these our pe
titions ; and accept of us also in our thanksgivings, for Jesus Christ's
sake.

Amen .

IN REFERENCE TO A SCANTY HARVEST.
Most gracious and ever-blessed Lord God, we desire at this time
to draw near unto the footstool of thy throne. We would render

unto thee that worship which is thy due ; and by prayer and suppli
quests. May we remember that angel and archangel stand in thy
presence with shaded visage ; and that it becometh us to worship
reverently towards thy holy place.

Thou, even thou, art God ; there is none else ; there is no God
besides thee. Thou sittest upon the throne of the universe, and
the inhabitants of this world ; none can stay thy hand from work

ing, or say unto thee, What doest thou ? Thou formest the light,
and createst darkness : thou makest peace, and createst evil : thou
the Lord doest all these things.

Wewould acknowledge and adore thee, at this time, as the boun.
teous Giver of all good. There is not a comfort we enjoy, not a sup
ply which we receive, not a hope that gilds our path and sustains

our heart, but comes from thy gracious hand. The plenteousness
brought by the appointed months of harvest is thy yearly gift, and
it is because thine hand is opened liberally that the wants of all crea

tures are supplied . And when,as now ,the blessing is less abundant,
it still becomes us to bow the head and adore ; to say, Shall we re
ceive good at the hand of the Lord , and shall we not receive the evil
also ?

O God , we believe that thou dost not willingly afflict nor grieve
the children ofmen ; we believe that amid much apparent confusion
thou doest all things wisely and well ; webelieve that thy chastenings
are, all of them , administered in a spirit of parental kindness and
love. And we confess that such discipline is not uncalled for. Often
have we received thy providential bounties, and rendered thee no

thanks ; often have we drunk at the stream for thy benefits, without
so much as looking up to thee the fountain whence they do all pro
ceed . And such, unhappily, is our tendency away from thee, that

wert thou sending us abundance by a law equally fixed with that
under which the seasons follow one another with undeviating regu.
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larity, it is to be feared that our gratitude would be less than ever,

and that thy hand would be less than ever recognized and adored in
the supplies which are daily sent us. Not only , therefore, would we
acknowledge thine unquestionable right to do what thou wilt with
thine own ; but we would bless thee also for all that discipline by
which thou art seeking to impress us with a sense of our entire de
pendence upon thee, of our helplessness without thee, and of the mis
erable condition of all those who live and die in a state of alienation
from thee.

O give effect, by the demonstration of thy Spirit, to that lesson
which , in the course of thy providence , thou art seeking to impress
upon our minds and hearts ; and grant unto us and unto all the
families of this land, that we may be humbled before thee ; that
we may understand that it is upon the account of our sins that thou

art contending with us; and that in all time coming we may con
stantly set thee before our face, and be habitually thankful for thy
mercies, and be found walking in the way of thy commandments.
Above all, grant unto us that we may not be involved in the guilt

and condemnation of those who are insensible to thy goodness in giv
ing us a Redeemer ; who think that they are rich and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing, and know not that they are
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked ; but as
befits those who in themselves are undone, and yet have been told

of thine unparalleled goodness in providing an all-sufficient Saviour,

even thy well-beloved Son, let the language of our hearts be, Thanks
unto God for his unspeakable gift.
We feel, O God , the force and conclusiveness of the inspired argu
ment: He that spared not his own Son , but delivered him up for us

all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things; and we
are encouraged to pray, Give us this day our daily bread. Also , in
a timeof scarcity and privation , be thou the friend of the poor. When
thy people were faint through hunger in the wilderness, thou didst
send them manna ; when thy servant, the prophet, fled from the face
of a wicked prince, and dwelt by the brook Cherith, thou didst send
him supplies by the ministry of the birds of the air ; and when the
people of Samaria were pressed by grievous famine, thou didst make
over to them the abundance of the Syrian camp ; and we rejoice to
believe that thine ear hath not become heavy, so that thou canst not
hear, nor hath thine arm been shortened so that it cannot still save.
Put it then , we beseech thee, into the hearts of those who are rich
and increased with goods, to devise liberal things towards the poor ;
and, in regard to these last, do thou impart unto the little that they
have the blessing of the widow of Sarepta, that the handful of meal

waste not, and that the cruse of oil do not fail.
These, our petitions, O God, are before thee ; incline thine ear and
hear ; for we do not present our supplications before thee for our

righteousness, but for thy great mercies. O Lord, hear ; O Lord , for
give ; O Lord , hearken and do : for all that we ask is in the name,

and for the sake of Jesus Christ, thy Son and our Saviour. Amen.
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FAMILY PRAYER FOR THE LAST DAY OF THE YEAR
Oh Lord ! the ancient of days, whose goings forth have been from
of old , even from everlasting, in the beginning hast thou laid the
foundations of the earth , and the heavens are thework of thy hands.
They shall perish , but thou shalt endure ; yea, all of them shall wax
old like a garment ; as a vesture shalt thou change them , and they
shall be changed , but thou art the sameand thy years shall have no

end . What are we, the children of a day, whose life on earth is as
a shadow that declineth ; whose emblem is the flower of the field ;
in the morning, it flourisheth and groweth up , but the wind passeth
over it, and it is gone, and the place thereof shall know it no more ;

what are we, that we should approach thine august presence, or lift
our suit to the ear of the Eternal ?

Thou inhabitest eternity ; it be

fits that creatures should approach thee with awe whose breath is in
their nostrils.

Oh thou who art the first and the last ! on the expiry of another
year we prostrate ourselves as a family at thy footstool. Our days
are verily as an hand-breadth , season after season passes, and we

scarcely note its march . Day succeeds day, night succeeds night, but
neither day nor night can assert one trace of stability. The visions
of life flit before us like so many dreams of the night; when the
morning breaks the illusions have gone, and the hours have gone
with them . Oh do thou break in upon our souls with that rousing

consciousness of the vanity of time, which shall ensure our hearts
for eternity . Do thou teach us, do thou effectively teach us, so to
number our days, as to apply our hearts unto wisdom ! May the

effect ofall our lessons of life 's insufficiency be to engage our aspira
tions to God ! — to God, the antidote to the vanities of time— to God,
the sum of blessedness — to God , the centre of a creature 's hopes and

felicity — to God , the fountain -head ofmercies whether for time or for
eternity - to God, the only adequate portion for an immortal nature
- to God, the covenantGod, whose memorial is pity and love to all
them that seek him .

Oh Lord ! on a review of the past season, we adore that kindness
and care which in thy merciful providence have encompassed our

path . Thy goodness has been like the morning sun ; it has smiled
upon us with returning day.

Thy faithfulness has been like the

gathering twilight, it has encircled us around with the canopy of
thy guardian vigilance . If we appeal to the day as our witness, it
testifies, God is kind. If we appeal to the night as our witness, it
testifies God is kind . If wemake our private experience the judge,
the testimony is,God is kind . If we make our family experience
the judge, the testimony is, God is kind. If we look to the sum of
our past life, the moral is, God is kind . Ifwe look to the accumula

tion of blessings,which crown our present experience,therecord, the
signal record is, God is kind.

And,heavenly Father, if we have to acknowledge thy temporal
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benefits, how much more those which are spiritual in their character !
Oh ! we would not forget that a past season has been rich to us in
the means of grace. Wewould fervently thank thee that during the

bygone year a Saviour has been proclaimed to us; that sabbaths

have come round to us, rich with the inscription of grace, mercy,
and peace ; that thy word, thy blessed word, has opened its page to
us, replete with hope to the guilty, and fraught with consolation to
the wretched ; that the good news of salvation have saluted our ear,

inviting us to the ascription , Glory to God in the highest, peace on
earth , good -will towards men . Oh grant, we entreat thee, that our

multiplied privileges and opportunities may be fraught with some
corresponding improvement. Allow us not to shake off the convic
tion, that to whom much is given of them shall much be required .

Let not an expiring year take its final flight a solemn witness against
us of inconsistencies or derelictions, of misimproved opportunities or
neglected seasons of grace, of ordinances outraged or gracious appeals

frustrated, of convictions stifled or religious advantages defied ! Oh
grant, that even the eleventh hour of a season 's circuit may realize
some more favorable experience. May this last day of the year not

pass away without such precious participation of gracious influences
as shall make it also the crowning day of the season . May thine
own blessed Spirit pour out his rich effusions like the latter rain , re

inforcing the final promise of the year. May gracious fruits yet be
reaped from all the graciousmeans we have enjoyed, and may a de.
parting season yet carry in its bosom treasures that shall enrich the
garner of eternity.

Heavenly Father, we would make confession before thee of all dur

ing the expiring yearwherein we have offended or done amiss. Sins
of omission have prevailed against us ; sins of commission , we fear,
have prevailed against us. And if we can condescend on many such

delinquencies, how much more can thine all-seeing eye detect our
many iniquities.

On do thou enter, not in judgment, but in mercy, into a scrutiny
of our character. Do thou lay bare theobliquities of our hearts, that
wemay learn to hate them ourselves. Do thou search us and try us,
and see what is the wicked way that is in us, and lead us in thy way
everlasting. Do thou grant us in thy mercy to see ourselves in that
light in which thine eye views us, and to see salvation in that light in
which its own native glories enshrine it.
Oh God ! we pray that when the closing day of life snall arrive,

wemay be found prepared for it. Oh may Christ at that solemn
season be our preparation and our hope. May we be encircled with

the embrace of his grace and his faithfulness. May our pillow be
the bosom of his promises, and when we resign ourselves to the in
exorable summons of death ,may our rapturous anthem be the in .

spiring testimony of a Saviour : I ain the resurrection and the life.

Heavenly Father, anew we consign us to thy keeping ; never
leave us, and never forsake us, but let thy goodness and thy mercy
follow us, seeing all we ask is for Christ's sake. Amen .
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FOR THE FIRST DAY OF THE YEAR.
O LORD, who art the great first cause, thy power gave birth to
creation, and thy word ordained the first march of time. On the
dawn of a new season we would prostrate ourselves at thy footstool
to bespeak the safeguards of thine everlasting arm , and to commend
to the riches of thy beneficence the short and uncertain compass of
our appointed time upon earth .

O may the contemplation of the

vanity of the things of life , written on the ceaseless lapse of the
seasons, dictate to our minds the attainment of a better and more
enduring portion . May God's transcendant excellencies, thine own
infinite fulness of good , so pre-eminently contrasting with the shadowy

and fallacious character of created joys, determine our aspirations to
Jehovah himself as our heritage. Abandoning all unsubstantialand
visionary formsof happiness, may we seek it in the supreme centre
of good himself; in the joys and consolations of his grace ; in the

light and love of his countenance ; in the unfailing enjoyment of

his bliss, in whose presence is fulness of joy, and atwhose right hand
are pleasures for evermore.

O God , do thou teach us on the recurrence of a season so solemn
to us, to dedicate our early vows to thyself. To thymatchless provi
dence we owe it that we are encompassed around with thy benefits.

Thou hast caused thy sun this day to shine upon us ; thou hast
spread the table for our returning wants ; thou hast imparted what
ever of comfort enters into our domestic lot. * O teach our souls to
bless thee for thy goodness, and all that is within us to magnify thy
name. May our hearts, as the altar on which we would spread our
family thank -offering, be taught to shed forth their grateful incense,
thine own Spirit supplying the celestial fire which shall kindle the
sacrifice. And, Lord, we would hail these immediate benefits as the
earnests of thy goodness to us during the season. Weimplore a con .
tinuance ofthe good gifts of thy providence. May each succeeding

day bring us the sunshine of thy beneficence. May thy hand supply
our returning wants ; give us each day our daily bread. May thy
foresight avert impending calamities ; deliver us from evil. May
thine eye tend our faltering steps ; thou who hast led our fathers

through their weary pilgrimage, be the guide of their succeeding
race. May thy paternal care recruit the current of our domestic
joys ; do thou who settest men in families, order our family allot
ments in love. May thy merciful providence encompass us during
the day ; let not the sun smite us by day. May thy guardian faith
fulness overspread us during the night; let not the moon smite us

by night. And 0 , with all thy benefits, bestow upon us the thrice
precious gift of hearts inspired to thy praise. Let thy beneficent
providence constantly stir up within us daily and fervent gratitude.

Let our home be thus the little sanctuary whence incense and a pure
offering shall ascend to thee ; ascend to thee on each returning day
with the constancy of the morning sacrifice ; ascend to thee on each
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returning night with the acceptance of the evening sacrifice ; ascend
to thee in every instance as the oblation of pure hearts fervently ;

and ascend to thee purer and purer till the measured blessings of

time give place to the ampler joys of eternity .
O Lord, it may be thy pleasure that, during the course of the year

on which we have entered, affliction shall becloud our path. We

pray, if consistent with thy will, that it may be otherwise . In the
spirit of the prayer of our Lord, we would plead that, if it be pos
sible , such a cup may pass from us. Let us, if it please thee, be
taught rather by the gentler methods which thou employest with
thy children ; let us be swayed by the sweet suasions of the gospel,

and by the benign and gracious admonitions of thine own blessed

Spirit. But, if thou hast otherwise determined ; if the cup may not
pass away from us except we drink it, prepare us to say, Thy will
be done. Give us grace to exercise patience in proportion to our

adversities ; to kiss the rod , even while we feel its smart ; to bless
the scourge even while we feel the stripe ; to glorify thee, even while
we endure the fires. And 0 do thou bestow upon us consolations
commensurate with every dark and trying hour. May thine own
blessed comforts revive our souls . May thine own sweet mercies

pour themselves like some softening balm over every aching sore .
May thy paternal endearments flow in upon us a more than antidote

to every distressful visitation . May the unspeakable soothings of
thy blessed Spirit breathe in upon our hearts, giving them even more
gladness than when our wine and our corn increased . And may

the fruit, О may the fruit of all be to bring us nearer to God . As
we are divorced from creature comforts, may we live closer to the
Creator. As the ties of earth are broken, may the ties of heaven

be strengthened . As affliction strips us of temporal joys,may we be
supplied out of Jehovah's fulness. As vanity overspreadsthe visions
of life , may our retreat more eagerly be to that bosom of divine light

and love in which an immortal spirit shall find unalloyed bliss
through eternity.
O Lord, we cannot look outon the prospects of a now revolving
year, without preferring our most earnest prayer that thou wouldest
grant us to make a more adequate improvement of our religious
advantages than in times past we have done. We have to confess,

with sorrow and shame, that too nearly , in many instances, have we
verified the reproach of the parable, Lo, yet this one yearmore have
I sought fruit on this fig -tree, and have found none. ( do thou ,
nevertheless, forbear to execute judgment upon us. Say not in thine

indignation , Cut it down ; why cumbereth it the ground ? Continue
to us rather, in thy great mercy continue to us, the ordinances and

opportunities of the gospel. But 0 , above all, grant that we may
more adequately profit by them ; may learn more of the grace and

excellency of Christ ; know more of the height, and depth , and
length, and breadth of his love ; acquire a more thorough conformity
to his will ; be more imbued with his Spirit ; be more entirely
moulded to his likeness ; wear more of the graces and virtues which
adorn his calling. May the close of the year, if we are spared to

reach it, witness us in advance of the Christian growth which marked
52
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its commencement ; witness usmore assimilated to the Saviour, and

more ripe for the felicities of heaven .
O merciful Father, we consign us unreservedly to thy keeping .
Thou hast been our help in times past. Be our portion evermore.

And now , let our prayer comebefore thee with acceptance ; let thine
ear be attentive to our cry. And do thou to us, and do thou for us,
above what we can ask or think , for Christ's sake. Amen .

FAMILY PRAYER FOR A BIRTH -DAY.
O LORD ! the Creator of the ends of the earth , the former of our
bodies and the Father of our spirits, we approach thy footstool
to bless thy name and to lift up our supplications to heaven, thy
dwelling-place.

Thou hast made us and not we ourselves ; we

are thy people and the sheep of thy pasture.

Thy fostering provi

dence sustained us amid the helplessness of infancy ; thy tender

guardianship watched our ripening years ; thy hand has showered
around us the blessings which from day to day have sweetened the

path of life, and thy matchless goodness has so crowned the portion
of our temporal bliss, that wemay fitly adopt the language, Our cup
has been made to run over. Wewould fervently lift the testimony

at thy footstool, What shall we render unto the Lord for all his

benefits ? Thy loving-kindness has been new to us every morning,
and thy faithfulness repeated to us every night.
But above all thy other works are the mercies of redemption .

When we bad forfeited every original hope, thou didst beget us to
a new hope. We thank thee, that when we were in our low and lost
estate, thine own eye beheld us with a look of pity, and thine own
arm grasped us with the embrace of salvation. We bless thee, we

unfeignedly bless thee,that the samehour which recorded a Saviour's
birth , recorded also the day -spring of our own hopes ; that the same
anthem which proclaimed , To you is born a Saviour, proclaimed also,

Peace on earth, good-will toward men . Oh may the rise of the Sun
of Righteousness be associated in our experience with the rise of the
day -star in our own hearts ; may the nativity of the Saviour be re

flected in the new birth of a soulbegotten to his image. May Christ
be formed in our hearts, the hope of glory , and enshrined in our sen
timents,
sympathies, andwaaffections
; may the Holy One of God's
nointinand
tribuof
athethe
irele sOne
te our
of souls.
r, cbeloved
g lbey Falso
anointing,

Heavenly Father, on an occasion interesting to us, for it is the
day when one of our circle was born into the world , we would ap

proach thee with our special tribute of praise. We bless thee in

respect of the individual whose nativity this day commemorates, for
all the goodness and mercy of which thy Providence has been the
vehicle . We thank thee in respect of us unitedly , for the loving
kindness which, as a family , we have received from stage to stage
of our history. Our birth has thus been only the first- fruits of a
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goodness and mercy which has tended us from day to day and from
night to night ; a goodness which hath extended itself to every pe
riod and every province of life ; a goodness which multiplying itself
as our days advanced, has shed blessings on our domestic sphere,

gladdened the bosom of our home, mitigated our sorrows, enhanced
our joys, chastened our trials, brightened our hopes, ministered to
our wants, refined our pleasures, spread a charm over the past, and
gilded with promise every vision of the future. Oh let us feel con

strained to set up our Ebenezer, our memorial, our most grateful
memorial, Hitherto the Lord hath helped us.

Heavenly Father, when recounting thy goodness in giving us be.
ing, wewould not forget that there is a second birth, to which, if we
are strangers, it had been better for us not to have received being at
all. We would recognize our Saviour's language, Except a man be
born again , he cannot see the kingdom of God . O may thine own

divine Spirit, who can alone re-fashion a soul in thine image,begel
us to that spiritual renovation which shall usher us to newness of

life . May his quickening power implant all those divine graces and
instincts, and principles and tastes, which mark the nativity of a
child of God. " May Christ be formed in our souls. May faith in
him , as the principle of a new life , quicken all the activities of the

inner man . May the love of God be shed abroad in our hearts.
May the simplicity of little children in Christ characterize our uni..

forin conduct. With the instincts of little children , may we desire
the sincere milk of the word. With the filial confidence of children
may we cry, Abba, Father. With the dutifulness of children , may
we grow up to him in all things, who is our Ilead, even Christ.

May we evince ourselves the children of the light and of the day,
the children of him who is light and in whom is no darkness at all.
May the title, Sons of God, be verified both in our tastes and expe
rience. - In our tastes, - may we be followers ofGod as dear children .
May our souls follow hard after him . May our aspirations lift them .

selves to that sublime tribute of filial devotedness, As the hart pant.
eth after the water-brooks, so pant our souls after thee, () God . — May
our experience, again , be that of thy children. Vouchsafe to regard
us with a parent's love. May thy Spirit bear witness in unison with
our spirits, of thy fatherly complacency. May the consolations of
God, like a parent's caress of tenderness, gladden our souls. May
the delights, the sweet mercies of God, gladden our hearts. May
ours be the record on earth, One is our Father, even God . May
ours be the patrimony in heaven, to join the general assembly and
church of the first-born , ofwhich God is the Father and Christ the
elder Brother.

Oh God ! prolong to us as a family thy kindness and thy care.
We have enjoyed them since we had our being, continue them to us
till the hour of death ; and may eternity be to all of us the ripe

birth -day of a still higher, and holier, and happier existence. — Hear
us in heaven, thy dwelling place , and when thou hearest, forgive,
and accept, and do, for Christ's sake. Amen .
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TO BE USED BY A SAILOR'S FAMILY IN REFERENCE
TO HIS ABSENCE.

ETERNAL God, we bow in reverence before thy throne, and bless
thee that we are privileged to have access unto thee ; we give thanks

unto thy name, 0 righteous Father, that thou hast not banished us
eternally from thy blissful presence, as our rebellion deserved , but

bast kindly invited us sinners to approach thee again ; welcoming
us back to thee through Jesus the one Mediator. Everlasting praise
be to God , unceasing thanksgiving to Jehovah, for his love to a
guilty world , and for the redemption of his elect people by Christ.
Grant, O blessed Lord, that the sound of the gospel salvation which
hath reached this earth , may also reach our hearts ; and give us a
personal and saving interest in the Lamb ofGod which taketh away
the sins of the world . O give us, with all earnestness and without

delay, to receive Christ, and with him all the fulness of his purchased
and covenant blessings. May each one of us now bending before
thee in prayer, and may all connected with us, wherever they be,
have the comfortable and well-grounded assurance that we are rec

onciled to God through Christ the Son of his love. May we know
and feel, in our happy experience, that our sins are pardoned , that

we are accepted in the Beloved, that we have cast in our lot and
portion with God 's people, and that we are now all on our journey

to Emmanuel's land. O may thy Spirit enlighten , strengthen, guide
us ; may we each one, day by day, be planting our footsteps more
firmly on the Rock of ages ; may we be taking refuge in Christ, the
only ark of safety, and then , though the waves of trial dash against
us, we shall not be moved . Give us, O blessed God , the faith that
unites to Jesus, that overcometh this evil world ; give us the love

that marks out thine own children. Give us the firm and assured
hope of eternal joy through him that loved us ; keep us in mind, O
Lord , that we are pilgrims and strangers here, and that our home,
our rest, is above.

Thou dost separate us at times from those who

are very dear to us ; but I may none of us be separated from Jesus
at any period of our earthly sojourn. Holy Father, keep from sin
those of our number that are absent in the midst of the dangers of
the ocean ; we cry unto thee to preserve him [them ] that is [are] dear
to us, that we may see him

[them ] again in peace and safety ; when

the storm rages, and he [they ] is (are] in fear, do thou calm his [ their ]
troubled mind ; and speak peace and say, Be of good cheer, it is I,
be not afraid . Thou art the God of Providence, the elements obey
thy command, and when the proud waves uplift themselves, thou
canst still them again ; we commit unto thy care and keeping those
whom we love, and who may be now tossed upon the raging billows.

Let thy mighty power defend him [them ). Be thou, the eternal
God , their refuge, and underneath and around them let thine ever

lasting arms be. Bring them , O Lord, to their appointed haven,
and let his (their ) soul rejoice in thee.

They see thy wonders in the
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deep, O let not them be careless and indifferent to thy voice and to
thy warnings ; may they remember whence deliverance cometh ; not
by their own might, or wisdom , or power, but from thee, the God

of Jacob ; and Oh ! may they be ready and willing to ascribe unto
thee all the glory and the praise. We give thee, O Lord, our most
cordial and hearty thanksgiving for thy mercies to us and to all con

nected with us. Oh give us to live closely to thee, and to testify
our gratitude by obedience to thy commands ; and we would not

forget all those that are on the sea. Preserve,amid the perils of the
deep, the father, that his children may rejoice together ; the husband,
that he may comfort and cherish her that is dear to him ; the son ,
that he may be the support and the stay of his parents. Be also
with the stranger, and undertake thou for him .
O Lord , hear us in behalf of all men ; especially would we pray
for thine own people, and for those of them that are under any trial.

Hasten the time when Christ shall reign spiritually with a sceptre of
peace over a ransomed and regenerated world.

Purify thy church ;

and now , Lord, what wait we for ? our hope is in thee. Hear, an

swer, and accept of us, for the Redeemer's sake. Amen.

FOR A FISHERMAN 'S FAMILY .

O LORD our God, thou art very great. Thou art the only Crea
tor and sovereign Ruler of all things. At first didst thou command
the waters under the heavens to be gathered together into one place,
that the dry land might appear. And still art thou mightier than
the noise of many waters ; yea, than the great waves of the sea, so
that thou canst say to it, Hitherto thou shalt come, and no further,
and here shall thy proud waves be stayed. Yet thou art as gracious,

thou art stene eartha any compposed

as thou art great : and worthy, therefore, to be the confidence of all

the ends of the earth , and of them that are afar off upon the sea.

Thou hast manifested thy compassion, especially, in providing for
us an ark of safety. We had exposed ourselves to the storm of thy

wrath ; and had it not been for thy mercy our souls should have
been utterly wrecked, and even swallowed up in the abyss of hell.
But thou hast sent thine own Son from heaven to rescue us from
ruin . And we pray thee that, as he is both able and willing to save
us, thou wouldst enable each of us to cast ourselves upon him , and
to cleave to him as our only and our all-sufficient Saviour. O may

we be in him , as Noah was in the ark , that wemay be preserved
from the dangers that surround us, and may live as the monuments
of thy distinguishing mercy, and may be prepared for the new beav
ens and new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.

We thank thee, Lord , for all the provision thou hast made for us
here below . Thou hast created whatsoever passeth through the
paths of the seas : and over the fishes of the sea hast thou given man

dominion that he may use them for his support. Be thou , then, the
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guardian of all who, in the exercise of their lawful calling, cast angle
or spread nets in the sea. May their lives be preserved, and their
labors prospered ; and may they ever gratefully trace their safety
and success to thee. Bestow thy special blessing on the members of
this family . May our industry be crowned with success, and our

wages be spent in thy fear. Do thou also graciously grant deliver .
ance when any of us are exposed to danger : and sanctify to us any
losses and bereavements we may sustain.

And O may he who chose

for his apostles the fishermen of Galilee, be our friend and Saviour.
May he dispose us to follow him as his disciples, and to devote our
selves to his service.

We pray for all that go down to the sea in ships, and do business
on the great waters, and see thy works and wonders in the deep.
Give them safe and prosperous voyages. And when by thy com

mand the stormy wind is raised, and the boisterous waves are lifted
up, so that themariners are at their wits' end, do thou hear them as

they cry to thee, and deliver them out of their distresses, making the
storm a calm , and bringing them to their desired haven . And O
that those who are delivered would praise the Lord for his goodness,

and for his wonderful works to the children of men. Be peculiarly
gracious to any connected with ourselves who may be on the face of
the deep . Let us have comfortable tidings of them

from time to

time. And let them , in due season, be restored to their homes and
their friends.
Weplead with thee in behalf of all our brethren. Let the net of
the gospel be more widely spread , and let it inclose great multitudes.
Make our own minister a successful fisher ofmen . May we individ .

ually be brought to the Saviour ; and having enjoyed his presence
and protection during all the troubled voyage of life , be brought at

length in safety to the promised land, through his merits and medi
ation .

Amen .

A FUNERAL PRAYER .
BY THOMAS CHALMERS, D .D . and LLD.

We desire, O Lord, to submit without a murmur to the whole of
Thy will concerning us — to bow in silence under all the exercises of
that sovereignty which belongs to Thee — to be enabled to say that
this is of the Lord , and He hath done what seemeth unto him good ;

and though Thy ways to us are full ofmystery, and we cannot com .
prehend them , yet weare sure that there is wisdom in all Thy doings,

and kindness in all Thy visitations.
Grant, () Lord, to each and to all of us, that wemake a right im .

provement of this dark and heavy dispensation ; and while ourhearts
are softened in all the tenderness of afflicted nature before Thee, do

Thou engrave upon them the permanent lessons of truth ,and justice ,
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and substantial piety. We have often in timepast had experience of
the exceeding frailty of all our purposes. We have cften felt how
momentary were all our impressions of the awfulness and the melan
choly of death - how speedily they were put to flight when weturned
us aside to business or to amusement, and that howevermuch we were

touched and solemnized by a moving occasion , like the present, it was
all forgotten when we again mingled in this world 's concerns and in

this world 's companies. Oh ! may thy Spirit come down upon us
now and fix every good impression that is to be gathered from our
visit to this house of mourning. May we learn from this time forward

no longer to build our tabernacle here — no longer to look for a rest
ing-place among the promises and the expectations of time— no longer
to put death at a distance from us — no longer to defer the urgent

work of a preparation for eternity — no longer to bury all the seri
ousness of our thoughts and of our feelings among the folly, or the
profligacy, or the impiety of careless and light-hearted acquaintances.

Oh ! may he who is dead yet speak to us. Do, through him , make
thy rebuking glance light with impressiveness and with power on
the hearts of the rebellious. Do thou arrest them in the midst of

their ungodly career. May the early departure of him who has gone
before us tell with all the energy of a warning upon their consciences ;
and save them , O Lord, from the delusion, that it is yet timeenough

to repent, and to be serious, and to bid adieu to their violations of
principle and of purity ere they die. Give us to understand that
every day spent in the service of sin makes us more helplessly and
more irrecoverably the slaves of it. Give us to understand that
every deed of wickedness we commit is just adding another chain to
the tyranny of habit. Give us to understand that every warning we
put away from us is sheathing our hearts in a more hardened and im .

penetrable obstinacy ; and with the whole weight of these considera
tions upon us, grant, grant, Almighty Father, that to -day, while it is
called to -day, wemay make haste to keep thy commandments, see

ing " that now only is our accepted time, and now is the day of our
salvation .”'

O come down with the whole power of thy rich and precious con
solations on the hearts of this family. We bless thee that though
thou hast filled them with sorrow , thou hast given them such rea
son as they have to sorrow not even as others which have no hope.

Webless thee, O Lord , at the remembrance of all thy grace in be
half of him whom thou hast thought fit to remove from us. We
bless thee for his obedience to the faith of thy gospei. We bless

thee for the rising virtues which adorned him . We bless thee for
the brightening progress of his example. We bless thee for the
whole work of thy Spirit upon his heart and upon his conscience.

We bless thee for his simple and entire dependence on a crucified
Saviour. Webless thee that while he was in the world thou didst
keep him by the power of thy divine grace from the evil of it, and

that in thy gracious dealings with his spirit thou didst pour all the

radiance of faith, and hope, and triumphant anticipation over his
Oh ! may we retire from this moving scene with hearts bettered,

death-bed.
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with minds resolved to forsake all for Christ, with affections weaned
from this world and all its lying vanities ; and grant that one and all
of us who are here before thee may so walk , and so live, and so

abound in those fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ to
thy praise and to thy glory, that when we come to die and to rise
again wemay be found side by side at the right hand of thine ever
lasting throne.

DURING THE VISITATION OF A PESTILENTIAL
EPIDEMIC .

O LORD, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations. To
whom can we go but unto thee, that hast the words of eternal life ?
Give us nearer access to thee than ever we enjoyed before. From
the end of the earth , will we cry unto thee. When our heart is

overwhelmed, lead us to the rock that is higher than we. We have
ran with the footmen, and they have wearied us, but now thou art

calling us to contend with horses. In the land of peace, wherein we

trusted , we have been wearied, but now thou bringest us to the
swellings of Jordan . Oh grant, that we may trust in thee, and feel
thee a present help in trouble .

O Lord, being alllicted , we pray ; we set our faces to seek thee in

this day of trouble, and rebuke, and blasphemy. We have sinned,
and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly ; and have

rebelled even by departing from thy precepts, and from thy judg
ments . O Lord , to us belongeth confusion of face, to our fathers, be

cause we have sinned against thee. To thee our God belong mer.
cies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against thee. . 0
Lord, thou hast watched upon the evil and brought it upon us.

Humble each of us now kneeling before thee, under a sense of our
own guilt and deformity in thy sight. In our own heart do thou re
veal to us the cause of thy judgments. Alas, we confess, that in

every one of us there is as much sin as may justly be the cause of
this great evil that has come upon us. How long we lived without
thee in the world , serving diverse lusts and pleasures ; living in mal
ice and envy, hated and hating one another. Our sins, as we are in
ourselves, appear like an infinite deluge, or mountains over our
heads. As a fountain casteth out her waters, so our heart casteth
out its wickedness. Everything in which our heart is concerned is

polluted. If thou wert to deal with us according to our sin , thou

wouldest send the breath of the pestilence into our dwellings, and
sweep us away with the besom of destruction. Our flesh trembleth
for fear of thee, and we are afraid of thy judgments. Thou turnest
man to destruction, and sayest, Return ye children of men. Thou
carriest them away as with a flood ; they are as asleep ; they are like

the grass which groweth up ; in the morning it flourisheth and grow .
eth up, in the evening it is cut down and withered. Forweare con
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sumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath are we troubled . Thou
hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy
countenance . Why hast thou spared us hitherto , O Lord ? Weare
no better than others . Lord, teach us so to number our days, that

wemay apply our hearts unto wisdom . We pray that this time of
darkness may lead us to cleave closer to the Lord Jesus Christ. O
thou that art the hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the
tempest, like rivers of waters in a dry place, and the shadow of a
great rock in a weary land, hide us deeper in thyself. Cause us to

hear thy loving-kindness in the morning, for in thee do we trust.
Deliver us, O Lord, from our enemies ; we flee to thee to hide us.
O grant, in this time of calamity, when so many are taken suddenly
to their great account, that we may be found in Christ. May the
Lord be all our righteousness. May Jesus be our present and eter
nal all.

May we be willing to be hell-deserving in ourselves, and heaven
deserving in Christ alone. Love us freely ; be like the dew upon

our souls. May we be kept in perfect peace, ourminds being stayed
on thee, because we trust in thee. Make us feel that the same hand
that wields the pestilence, was nailed to the accursed tree for us.
Cover us with thy feathers, and under thy wings make us trust.
Make thy truth our shield and buckler ; do not let us be afraid of
the terror by night, nor of the arrow that flieth by day, nor for the
pestilence that walketh in darkness, nor forthe destruction that wast
eth at noon -day. When a thousand fall at our side, and ten thou
sand at our right hand , may it not come nigh us. Be thou our ref
uge, then there shall no evil befall us, neither shall any plague come
near our dwelling.

We pray that we may improve by this solemn visitation . May
afflicting time be quickening time. Lord, increase our faith ; Lord,
teach us to pray. Lord , what change wouldest thou have wrought
in us ? Cleanse us from secret faults, keep us back from presump
tuous sins. Wean us from this world ; may our conversation be in
heaven. Make us willing to be sick and willing to be well ; willing
to live and willing to die ; willing to depart and be with Christ,
which is far better.
Most merciful Father, we pray for thine own children who are
sick , that thou wilt be their physician ; make all their bed to them
in their sickness. Give them peace and joy in believing ; give them
an anchor within the veil. Make them more than conquerors
through him that loved them . O God , who hast no pleasure in the

death of the wicked,but rather that they should turn and live, spare
unconverted souls who are now trembling on the brink of eternity.
Lord , turn their hard hearts, turn their dying eyes to Jesus lifted up

to save sinners. Give them to look as the dying thief looked to Je.
sus, and to cry, Lord, remember me. Have compassion on the be
reaved ; may they spread their sorrows before Jesus.
And now turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger
toward us to cease. Wilt thou be angry with us forever ; wilt thou
draw out thine anger to all generations ? Wilt thou not revive us

again , that thy people may rejoice in thee ? Give a double portion
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of thy Spirit to thy ministers at this solemn time, that they may be
instant in season and out of season . Quicken thy people in prayer

and supplication, and let this time of calamity be a time of blessing

from on high. May many souls be saved, and may glory dwell in
our land. Make us more compassionate to the sick and afflicted ;

make us more laudably alive to the interests of Zion ; make us more

humble, more holy , more watchful; make us take heed, watch, and
pray, seeing we know not when the time is, lest the master coming
suddenly should find us sleeping.

O Lord, hear ; O Lord , forgive ; O Lord, hearken and do ; defer
not, for thine own sake, ó our God. And may glory undivided ev
erlasting be to thee, the Father, Son , and Holy Spirit. Amen .

GRACES BEFORE MEAT.

O LORD, thou spreadest a table for us from day to day. The earth
is full of thy riches,and of these thou art constantly bestowing abun
dance upon us. Grant, О most gracious Father, a covenant-blessing

with this renewed manifestation of thy bounty and faithfulness, and
pardon our every sin , for Jesus' sake. Amen .
II.

O Lord, thou feedest and thou clothest us, and all that we have
is thine. Of thine own blessings hast thou now set before us. Grant

thy fatherly blessing with them , that we may enjoy them free from
the curse which sin has entailed on all our earthly enjoyments . May

they be to us the gifts of covenant-grace, and tokens of thy love.
Pardon, and accept us, for Jesus' sake.

Amen .

III.

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Lord of heaven and
earth, thou art ever mindful of our wants. Thy faithfulness never

fails, thy bounty is ever with us. Gracious Lord, vouchsafe us thy
forgiveness and blessing with these the gifts of thy providence. Let
these mercies come to us with Christ present in them all. May we
feel them doubly sweet because gifted to us for his sake. Blot out
our offences, and quicken us for thy service, for Jesus' sake. Amen.
IV .

In thee , O Lord, we live, and move, and have our being. Keep
us mindful of our dependence upon thee, and our obligations to thee.
Do thou graciously forgive our sins, and sanctify us by thy Spirit.
Grant us also, now , a Father's blessing with the bounty of thy provo

idence, for Christ's sake. Amen .
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V.

Most gracious God, we are entirely dependent on thee for all
things pertaining to life and godliness. Feed us with food conve
nient for us. Do thou also feed our souls with the bread of life ;

and strengthen us that we may do thy holy will, through Jesus
Christ.

Amen .

VI.

O God, we are utterly unworthy of the least of all thy mercies ;

and yet thou art continually doing us good. As thou spreadest a
table for us, let us receive thy blessing with our daily bread. Do
thou likewise dispose us to labor for the bread that endureth unto

everlasting life ; and while we hunger and thirst after righteousness,
may our souls be filled thereby, for the sake of our blessed Saviour.
Amen .

GRACES AFTER MEAT.
Most gracious Father, accept of our united thanksgiving for the
mercies thou hast now conferred upon us. May we ever feel the

constraining influence of thy love; and walk in love, obeying thy
commandments in all things. Let us not want for the bread of life .
Fill the cravings of our soul with the provisions of thy grace, and
pardon and accept of us for Jesus' sake. Amen.
II.

Wepraise thee, O God, for thy constant love. Thou art ever re
newing thy mercies towards us, and constantly renewing and en
hancing our obligations to love and serve thee. Help us, gracious

God, to discharge these obligations, and stir us up to glorify thee in

our lives as well as our lips. Forgive all our sins, and accept of us
for Jesus' sake. Amen .

III.

Praised be thy name, O God, for the token of thy abiding love which
we have now enjoyed. Surely thou art ever merciful. O make us
good stewards of thymanifold grace. Let not thy bounteous fulness

steal away our hearts from thee. Bind us by thy living grace to

thyself, and fill us with the Spirit of Christ, and the glory shall be
thine forever, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
IV .

Thou loadest us daily with thy benefits, O God of our salvation .
Let our souls live and praise thee. Make us, indeed, as the children
of so many mercies , devoted to thy fear ; and let us find acceptance

in thy sight, for our Redeemer's sake. Amen.
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Accept, O Lord, our grateful acknowledgments for the mercies we
have now received . Teach us thy statutes ; and enable us, as we

live by thybounty , to live to thy praise. Sanctify us for thy service,
and accept us in the Beloved. Amen.
VI.
We bless thee, heavenly Father, for what we have now received
of thy bounty, and pray thee to enable us to use it in thy service.

Give us grace to remember that man liveth not by bread alone, but
by every word that proceedeth out of thy mouth ; and by that word
do thou nourish us up unto life eternal, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord .

Amen .

SHORT PRAYERS TO BE USED BEFORE COMMENCING
FAMILY WORSHIP .

O God, do thou bless us with special favor in the situation in
which we are now placed , as thus surrounding the domestic altar ;
and do thou send help to us out of thy holy sanctuary. May thy
grace be found, in our happy experience, to be sufficient for us. May
thy strength be perfected in our weakness, and thus we shall read
with profit to our immortal souls a portion of the sacred oracles, and
thus we shall address ourselves to thee with acceptance at the throne
of grace.

O Lord , do us all the good we need, according to thine

abundantmercy, in the Son of thy love, and all weask is for his

sake. Amen.
II.

Most merciful God, as we well know that the preparations of the
heart in man and the answer of the tongue are from thee, we would
earnestly entreat that in thy kindness and love thou wouldest impart

all the preparations we require to enable us to worship thee at this
time in a becoming manner. May we realize the majesty of thy

presence, so that we may appear with the greatest reverence before
thee, and may webe deeply impressed with a sense of our own un .

worthiness, that wemay appear in the exercise of the utmost hu.
mility and contrition cf spirit. Help us withal to come before thee
in holy confidence, that we may with the freedom of children draw
ing near to a kind father , willingly confess our many transgressions,
and supplicate thy pardoning mercy. O Lord, deal with us very
bountifully , in accepting of our persons and services, and our praises

shall be of thee, through Jesus Christ, our all-prevailing Advocate.
Amen .
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III.

Heavenly Father, we desire to give thee thanks for the freedom
of access we at all times enjoy into thy holy presence, whether in
public or in private : and in drawing near at this time may we find

that in very deed thy presence is with us. Lord , make it known
unto us that thou art nigh by causing us to sing thy praises with
melody in our hearts. Enable us to sing with the spirit and with

the understanding also. Guide us likewise in the reading of a por.
tion of thy most blessed revelation . May the sound of it not only
reach our ears, butmay it touch our hearts, and may we be filled

with all joy and peace in believing . Wealso entreat thee, O Lord ,
to direct us in lifting up our voice to thee in prayer. Do thou thy .
self fill our mouths with arguments wherewith we may order our cause

before thee . O God, answer these our desires, and our approach at

this time will be as the offering of the morning and evening sacrifice.
Hear us in Christ .

Amen .

IV .
O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come. We
gladly recognize it as our duty to worship thee in the family , and
now that we are together in a family capacity , that we may unite in

thy service, be thou in the midst of us to bless us and to do us good .
Bestow on us the spirit of true devotion , that we may worship thee
who art a Spirit, in spirit and in truth .

Visit us with the joys of

thy salvation . Uphold us by thy Holy Spirit, and so we shall re
joice in calling on thy most holy name, and in learning what thy
will is in that part of the sacred records which we are about to con.

sult. O shine on thine own word , and shine in our hearts by the
enlightening influences of thy Spirit , that we may gladly take thy
word as a light to our feet and a lamp to our path . Direct us in

singing thy praises ; and bow thy heavens when we bow our knee
before thee in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ . Amen .
V.

O Lord ,we desire not only to regard it as an important duty , but
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name, and in supplicating thy favor at the throne of grace. Thou
requirest of us that in everything by prayer and supplication with

thanksgiving we should let our requests be made known unto thee.

Prepare us for doing so in this approach , and do thou return to our
prayers an answer in peace . Do thou also give testimony to the
word of thy grace in our experience , by causing those instructions
in it to which our attention may be directed at this time, to reach
our hearts. Thus teach us thy will and our duty , and may we be
accepted through the Saviour , on whose atoning sacrifice we alto

gether depend in looking for a blessing on our services. Amen .
VI.
O God, may all worldly and distracting thoughts be shut out from
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our minds whilst we are occupied in the solemn services on which

we are entering. O forbid that we should seem to show much love

with ourmouth ,whilst it is recorded in judgment against us that
our heart is going after its covetousness . O Lord, may it be far from

us to offer unto thee strange fire, and to mock thee with sacrifices
that are vain. Wherefore do thou mercifully undertake in our be.
half to bring us into thy holy presence with clean hands and a pure

heart. Spiritualize our sentiments and feelings, thatwemay find ac
ceptance in thy sight, and experience the comfort of bolding sweet
fellowship with thee, and with thy Son Jesus Christ, and with the

Holy Ghost. Deal thus bountifully with us, () Lord, according to
thy riches in grace through our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen .

PRAYERS SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN .
MORNING .

O God, thou art very great, but thou art also very kind. May I
fear thee because of thy greatness , and may I love thee because of
thy kindness. I have often sinned against thee, and I deserve to

die and go to hell. But thou hast preserved me in life throughout

another night, and thou art still giving me many comforts. Thou
art even offering to pardon me and make me happy forever. O may
I believe what thou hast told me about Jesus Christ, who took little
children in his arms and blessed them , and died upon the cross for
sinners such as I am . May I love Jesus, and do what he has com .
manded me. May I avoid falsehood, and quarreling, and all other
sins. May I remember that thou always seest me, and that it is very

wrong and dangerous to disobey so great and holy a king and so
kind and affectionate a Father. Bless my paients and all my rela
tions. May they serve and enjoy thee. Bless the whole world .
Keep me this day by thy power and mercy, and answer these my
prayers for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen .

EVENING .

GREAT God, whom the holy angels worship , and who art far more
glorious than they, look down in mercy on a little child , and hear

his [her ] prayers and praises. Thou hast been very kind in sparing
me so long, and in giving me so many comforts . And 0 how kind
hast thou been to me and others in sending Jesus Christ that sinners
might be saved ! For his sake pardon my sins, and enable me to
obey thee, and take me at last to heaven . O may I become wiser

and better the longer I live. Be very kind to my parents and to my
other relations and friends. May they be children of God and dis

ciples of Jesus Christ. Have pity on children who have lost their
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father or mother, and be thou thyself a kind parent to them . Cure
sick persons, and send food to the poor. And O may sinners re
member that they have souls as well as bodies, and be prepared not

only to live,but also to die. Keep me in safety throughout this night,
and bring me, if that be thy holy will, to the light of another day.
O God, have mercy on me, forgive my sins, and hear these my

prayers, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.

· CHILD'S MORNING PRAYER .
O LORD, thou art my God, and I praise thee that thou dost let a
child likeme kneel at thy throne. Look on me in Christ, and for his
sake love me, and blot all my sins out of thy book . I thank thee
that I have seen the light of this day. I thank thee for the rest of

the past night. Lord,keep me through this day. May thine arm
lead me, and guard me from all harm . May I walk and act as a child
of Christ ; may I hate all sin , and love all that is good , and live, as

thy word bidsme, to thy praise. Let my friends be thy friends, and
be thine in this world , and thine in the world to come. Make us all

pure in the blood of the Lamb of God that was slain , and good by

thy grace, for Christ's sake. Amen .

CHILD'S EVENING PRAYER.
This night, O Lord, I lift up my voice to thank thee for all the
love thou hast this day shown me. Thou hast kept me from harm ,
and hast given meall that I stood in need of. Make meto love thee
more and more, and to serve thee with all my heart. May my sins
be pardoned , and my soul saved for the sake of Christ. Watch over

me and all whom I love this night, and while we sleep be our shade
on our right hand, and spare us to meet on a new day, for Christ's
sake.

Amen .

THE END .

