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PREFACE.

Tue first year of the Cheapened Magazine has come to a close—not
lowered, we hope, in any other quality than that of price. With a circu-
lation double that of preceding years, its sphere of operation for
good has been greater than in any former period of its existence as an
Organ of the churches. In the enlarged measure of support which the
Periodical of the Denomination has secured, there is reason for congratula-
tion ; there are grounds of hope. In this age of cheap literature, the
Church of Christ should not be slack to employ the Press; and if
instead of employing the Press to disseminate scriptural principles and
truths, the followers of Christ be found inert in its use even to
instruct and fortify themselves, the failure and reproach of the cause
of truth is certain, and so far as their conduct is concerned, deserved.
Our people have not yet fully learned the true use and value of their own
press. Let them not slacken but increase their progress in this work of
patriotism and Christian beneficence. Various powerful agencies are in
full activity, impregnating the popular, and especially the youthful mind,
with “principles defective, sensual, and antichristian. A half-hearted,
indolent encounter with this pernicious array of worldly talent and
anti-spiritual zeal, which the prevailing literature of the day presents, will
only turn to our confusion. It is our earnest hope, therefore, that the
ensuing year will witness a much more general and intense conviction,
that trath expects every man to do his duty. With this volume our own
labours are concluded ; happily to be succeeded by the editorial superin-
tendence of one, whose place and reputation in the Denomination, and
in the religious world, are a guarantee of the ability with which he will
perform his task. His varied gifts, added to his former experience of
editorial work, supply encouraging prospects for the Magazine under his
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management. For ourselves, we part with the work with extreme satis-
faction, which is greatly owing to the sincere conviction, that whatever
the Magazine may gain, it loses nothing by the change. During our
brief career, we have expericnced no small pleasure in serving the
churches ;—not unmixed with pain, on account of the imperfections and
deficiencies of that service, of which none were more observant than our-
selves. For all our faults and failings we confidently look for the indulgent
forgiveness of our readers. With thanks to our many friendly helpers,
and a general ADIEU to all, we cheerfully quit command, and fall into the
ranks,
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“THIS YEAR THOU SHALT DIE.”—JER. xxviii. 16.

By the good providence of God we have been brought to the com-
mencement of another year. The events which it holds in store are
concealed by a veil of impenetrable darkness. This, however, we know,
that every day of it we shall be liable to the stroke of death; and before
its termination, some who read these pages will assuredly have gone to
the place whence they shall not return.

The average length of human life is estimated at about forty years,
consequently, out of every forty persons, one dies in the course of each

. Supposing four thousand persons to read these pages, (a very
moderate estimate,) it may be expected, according to this calculation,
that one hundred of these shall die ere this year has closed. But we
shall take a still lower estimate. We shall suppose only that one indi-
vidual who peruses these lines shall die during the present year, and to
thlat one individual, unknown to us, but known to God, we address our-
selves.

“ This year,” my friend, “thou shalt die;” and thou art either a con-
verted or an unconverted man. I shall take each side of the alternative.

First. You are a converted man—a child of God—an heir of glory.
“This year,” my brother, *“thou shalt die,” and think not that I am
about to cast dust upon my head and bemoan your fate. No; I con-
gratulate you on the cheering prospect which lies before you. Your
night is far spent; your day is at hand. Rejoice, my brother, rejoice.

“ This year thou shalt die” and be for cver beyond the reach of all suf-
Jering and sorrow. It may be that, like your Divine Master, you have
been “a man of sorrows,"—that many days and nights of pain and
heaviness have been appointed to you—that you have been subjected to
the reproach and persecution of ungodly men—that your friends have
foreaken you, and become your enemies—that you have followed to the
grave, one after another, those who shared your heart’s warmest affec-
tions; and once and again, when the hand of the Lord lay heavy upon
you, you have been forced to exclaim, “ O that thou wouldst hide me
in the grave, until thy wrath be past.” But be of good cheer, brother,
you are going home. “ Life’s fitful fever” will soon be over. This year
thou shalt bid an eternal farewell to all the ills of life, and enter on that
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blissful land where sorrow is unknown. There, there is no reproach of
the enemy, no separation of friends, no alienation of hearts, no anguish
of spirit, but all is perfect peace and unmingled joy.

¢ There pain and sickness never come, .
And grief no more complains ;
Health triumphs in immortal bloom,
And endless pleasure reigns.”

« This year thou shalt die,” and be for ever freed from sin. The con-
sciousness of sin within you has been the chief source of your grief
since you knew the Lord. You have been longing, and striving, and
praying for deliverance from it; and though you are gratefully conscious
that you are not now as once you were, still you feel that you have not
yet attained, neither are already perfect; you have daily to lament the
prevalence of indwelling corruption. Entire freedom from sin is beyond
all comparison, that of which you are most earnestly desirous,—that,
for the sake of which you would willingly sacrifice all your dearest
earthly enjoyments. Rejoice then, my brother, for this year thou shalt
enter on a sinless world.  There, no unholy thought shall ever harbour
in your breast ; there, no wayward affection shall ever draw you away
from the service of your God ; theie, no law in your members shall over
Iv:mix' against the law of your mind ; you will be holy, even as God is

oly.

4 “ The soul from sin for ever freed,

Shall mourn its power no more;
But clothed in spotf:ass purity,
Redecming love adore.”

% This year thou skalt die,” and be with the Saviour. The whole of
heaven’s bliss is summed up by the Apostle in these words, So shall
we be ever with the Lord.” And oh! what a soul-gladdening prospect
is this! To enjoy throughout eternity the society of Him, who, though
He was “the brightness of the Father's glory,” took part with us in all
the infirmities of our nature, and became obedient unto death, that he
might redeemn us from the curse of the law, and raise us to a participa-
tion in his own infinite blessedness. “For ever with the Lord!” There
is something overwhelming in the thought. It baffles all our calcula-
tions; it sets at nought all our earthly imaginings. “For ever with the
Lord!” Tt seems as if it were too good too be true; but it is his own
blessed promise :—* Father, I will, that they whom thou hast given me
be with me where I am, that they may behold my glory.” “For ever
with the Lord!” O Believer, is not this cnough to satisfy the most
ardent longings of your soul? Enough to enable you to meet even the
last enemy with a calm and cheerful spirit; to convert your last expir-
ing groan into a note of praise; and to cause you in the very embrace
of death, to exclaim, O Death, where is thy sting? O Grave, where
is thy victory?” Once more, then I say, rejoice, my brother, this year
thou shalt be in the palace of the great King—the dwelling-place of
Him whom thy soul loveth.

“There on a throne (how dazzling bright!)
The exalted Saviour shines;

And beams ineffable delight
On all the heavenly minds.”
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‘We tarn to the other side of the alternative. It may be that
who are to die this year, are an unconverted man, living without God in
the world. Oh! how different are your prospects, my friend, from those
of the child of God! You are totally unprepared for death ; for “except
a man be born again, he cannot see the iingdom of Gods” In address-
ing you, I proceed on the supposition that you will die in your present
state. God grant, however, that it may be otherwise !

¢ This year thou shalt die,” and have done for ever with the means of
grace. These you have long possessed, but you have possessed them in
vain. With the Bible, the Sabbath, the sanctuary, you have been
familiar from your earliest years ; but neither the Bible, nor the Sabbath,
nor the sanctuary, has profited your soul. Times witbout number has
the gospel trumpet sounded in your ears, but it has sounded in vain,
The threatenings and the promises—the commands and the invitations
—the warnings and the entreaties of the God of heaven, have been all
alike disregarded. The word of God has been neglected; the Spirit of
God has been resisted ; the blood of atonement has been trampled under
foot. And now, behold! the.axe is laid to the root of the tree. This
year you are to be cut down, and cast into the fire of hell. There, the
gracious invitation of the friend of sinners shall no more be heard,
¢ Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest.”  There, no sound of mercy shall ever salute your ear, no ra;
of hope ever cheer your heart. The day of your merciful visitation 18
past, the day of God’s righteous vengeance has commenced.

“ This year thou shalt die,” and give an account of thyself to God.
And oh! what an account it will be! An account of time mis-spent,
of talents misemployed, of privileges abused, of warnings unheeded, of
invitations rejected, of love despised, of a God insulted, of a Saviour
rejected, of a Spirit resisted. Oh! what an account! But it must be
rendered! Nothing can be concealed, nothing forgotten, nothing exten-
uated. Of every profane or idle word you have spoken, of every sin-
ful action you have performed, of every religious privilege you have mis-
improved; of every sermon, every warning, every admonition, you must
give account. Can you stand in the judgment before the holy, holy,
Lord God? Oh! you feel that you cannot. Out of your own mouth

ou will be condemned, and if God condemn, who is he that will justify?

ou may put away from you the thought of judgment now, but you can-

not put away the reality. Youn must meet with God; and as certainly
as you are to be judged, you will be found wanting.

¢ This year thou shalt die,” and be * cast into the lake of fire, to be tor-
mented day and night for ever.” Oh! the anguish of a lost soul! A soul
shut out for ever from God’s gracicus presence—shut up for ever in
the prison-house of despair! I dare not dwell upon it, even in thought.
Suffice it to say, that the inspired writers, in alluding to the subject,
seem at a loss for expressions strong enough to represent the torments of
the damned ; and all the epithets and figures they employ are of such a
nature, as to impress on the mind with an almost paralysing force, the
truth of the apostolic declaration, “ It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.”

* “What harp of boundless, deep, exhaustless wo,
Shall utter forth the groanings of the damned,
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Or sing the obsequies of ruined souls,

Or wail their plunge in the eternal fire ?—

Hold, angels! ho]geyonr hands, for God laments,
And draws a cloud of darkness round his throne ;
The organ of eternity is mute,

And there is silence in the heaven of heavens.”

Such, unconverted reader! is to be your portion this year, if you die
in your present state. But, blessed be God, there is still hope concern-
ing you. You have yet a littlo moment given you, that you may fleo
from the coming wrath. Oh! be persuaded to improve that fleeting
moment. Cast your guilty soul on Jesus. He died that sinners might
live. Come unto the Father through Him, and you will in no wise be

cast out. J. C.—D.

SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF WILLIAM E. PHILIP,
MISSIONARY AT HANKEY.

A rELIGIOUS periodical contains many instances of premature mortal-
ity. Little as men think of death, and brief as the impression which it
makes is, there is enough in a sudden removal to strike for a season,
and lead to serious thought. In looking over the pages of a magazine
for a series of years, we can discover not a few memoirs by the same
writer, and by and bye our eye lights upon one of himself. It is in-
structive to dwell on this. We are taught by it the unutterable import-
ance of having the heart right with God, and the preciousness of that
hope which maketh not ashamed. It not unfrequently happens that the
survivor anticipated the record of his own death before that of his friend,
and that he who is gone would have discharged that duty he is now
called on to perform. But Jesus has the keys of death. They could
not be in better hands than in His, who has deprived the enemy of his
sting. He may use them at a time and in a way, perplexingly myste-
rious to us. Still, he does uge them; and however baflling the employ-
ment of them in a particular case (such as the one we have now to
record) is, we may rest assured that it is our ignorance which makes us
doubt, and that when it shall be dispelled in the land of light, we shall

tefully acknowledge the kindness which we saw not on earth, and

w to the wisdom with which that kindness was blended.

William E. Philip was born in Aberdeen, on the 31st of July, 1814.
His father, Dr. Philip, was at that time pastor of the Congregational
church which meets in George-Street chapel, there. It is well known
that for many years he has occupied the highly respomsible situation of
superintendent of the London Missionary Society’s missions in Africa.
He has achieved much for the degraded Hottentots, and his memory
will be embalmed in their affections as their emancipator from a brutal
thraldom. Every reader of missionary intelligence is able to tell the
superiority of his mother’s mental powers, and the very efficient aid she
has lent her husband in his unwearied labours of benevolence. The
energies of his parents being consecrated to the cause of Christ, they
dedicated William to the same service, from his birth. His temper was
naturally impetuous, and his daring spirit occasioned them much anxiety.
But though often hurried by his rashness into mischief, he had a warm
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affectionate heart, and a remarkable tenderness of consocience, which
caused him bitter regret and many tears on account of his foolish con-
duct. Trusting in the promise, “I will be a God to thee, and to thy
seed,” his parents continued instant in prayer in his bebalf, and perse-
vered in their efforts to train him up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord.

‘When in his eighth year, he was sent to England, and remained there
at school for nearly six years. During a part of that time his parents
were in England, and he spent his holidays under their roof. On their
return to the Cape in 1829, he was sent to his native place to pursue his
studies at college, and qualify himself for the medical profession. While
there he was deprived of that influence which had hitherto controlled
him, and finding himself free, plunged into a career of youthful folly
and unsteadiness. Losing all relish for the quiet acquisition of know-
ledge, he abandoned his studies and embarked on a sea-faring life. It is
unnecessary to detail the sorrow of heart which the step occasioned to
his parents,—none could enter into but such as have been tried in the
same way,—and it is equally unnecessary to relate the anxiety—the
wretchedness—the bitter remorse which it entailed on himself. His own
expressions, in after years, when recounting the mercies of the Lord,
and mourning over his sins, will convey a sufficient idea of both. ¢ In
John Newton’s works I have found much comfort; I feel a kindred
sympathy with such a man, for I, too, am one of those astounding
instances of the long-suffering and mercy of God. In my rashness and
filial impiety I have exceeded him far.”

On his second voyage he touched at the Cape, and his parents con-
sidered it to be their duty to detain him at home, in order that he might
receive that education which would fit him for the calling he had entered
on. He accordingly studied navigation, and in a few months Providence
favoured him by an introduction to Captain Brown of ¢ The Duke of
Roxburgh,” who was in want of a third officer. Captain Brown was a
truly good man, who kindly watched over him, not only on the passage,
but during the whole time he was in London, and acted towards him the

of a Christian father to a beloved son. His attention and care were
blessed of God in leading him to the Saviour, so that by the time he
again embarked, his mind appeared to have come under the power of
religion, and to be resolved to serve the Lord, and follow him fully. He
always spoke of the captain with much gratitude, and his parents deeply
feel that they never can repay the debt of obligaticn they are under to
him, whom God made the instrument of turning their tears into joy.
They thought all things were against them when he went to sea, but
they were mercifully taught that an unerring hand was following His
own plans of love. Captain Brown did not return to sea, but found him
a place in a South Sea Whaler. During the voyage the captain died,
and William’s religious convictions making him desire to quit a sailor’s
life, he left the vessel at the Mauritius, and the first intelligence he heard
respecting it was, that it was wrecked six days after leaving that island.

A very striking change took place upon him at his conversion, and it
was easily seen that a total alteration bad been made upon all his views
and feelings. His wish now was to be employed in the mission; but
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although his parents praised God for the change effected upon him, they
could not immediately comply with his desire. They felt that time was
required to test the reality ofy his conversion, and prudently advised him
to turn his attention to some other profession. Land-surveying seemed
most congenial to his tastes and previous studies, and, after a few months’
application, he passed his examination with great credit to himself, and
was licensed as one of the government surveyors. Ho entered on the
discharge of his duties with all his constitutional ardour, and soon gained
the approbation of his superiors in office. It will be seen hereafter of
what essential use these acquirements were in his future career.

His father, after a sufficient time had elapsed, finding that he continued
steadfast in the faith, and unchanged in his resolution to devote himself to
missionary work, brought him to England in 1836. In that year he
began his studies at the University of Glasgow, and also at the Theolo-

ical Academy, under Dr. Wardlaw, and the late Mr. Ewing, and Mr.
Kenzie. Before coming to Glasgow he had made considerable ad-
vances in various branches of study. His acquaintance with history,
philosophy, and belles-lettres, was far beyond the average, and gave him
a position in the estimation of others which few in his circumstances
attain. He pursued the study of metaphysics with avidity, and was a
ionate admirer of such poetry as that of Wordsworth, Coleridge, and
helley. While he attended the University Classes he did not bend his
mind much on classical or scientific acquirements. His medical studies
were all in all with him, and he so elevated his study of, and desire for,
medical knowledge, as to cast every thing else into the shade. In 1840
he took out his diploma as surgeon. Although he thus completed his
studies, he had turned his attention to the principles of the Homeopathic
gystem, and spent much time in the investigation of them. The result
was that he embraced the system with enthusiastic ardour, and deter-
mined to practise it.

His mental powers were superior. His intellect was strong, but not
acute. He could see a principle, but could not trace all the subordinate
facts which bore upon it, and made it so. He could comprehend the
force of an argument as a whole, but, unless it as a whole was weak, he
could not meet it. The tendency of his mind was to get at a general
law, and if he could not find this, he was apt to throw away, as untrue,
what seemed to require to have some ultimate element to which it could
be traced. This he did not struggle against, and from it flowed many of
the defects which were visible to others. He could not bear to wait at
the gate of the temple of truth until she opened it, when he had become
quite prepared to receive her. He would knock, and, if she came not
out soon, he would turn away after some form which appeared to beckon
him on to what was real, away from the false position to which he was
looking. This disposition tempted him to leap to conclusions which he
abandoned in maturer years. It made him ambitious, made him run
down any opinion or any author without qualification, and made him less
condescending and sympathising with men of inferior mind than he ought
to bave been. This, too, made him apparently careless of what others
gaid regarding him. He did not labour hard to get a prize, because he
estimated at a low rato a prize itself. The only two which he gained
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were, the 4th prize in the first division of the logic class; and a prize
¢ for the best comparative remarks on the most distinguished English
poets of the 17th century.” Yet there was not a closer student in the
University at the time. He generally sat twelve hours a-day in his
study, most of which, when not occupied with medical pursuits, he spent
in perusing the best English writers, and, having uncommon facility in
assimilating what he read, he was constantly amassing knowledge, which
he thought would be of more service to him in future life than those ac-
quisitions which would have secured him many a prize, had he given his
energies to their attainment. Fully aware that the Hottentots, among
whom he was to pass his days, could derive but little benefit from his
being minutely versed in the nicer shades of a critical acquaintance with
the ancient languages, he deemed it to be his duty to keep them in re-
membrance, and get as extensive an amount of general information as
was within his reach. His heart was fixed, with firm purpose, on the
elevation of that people in religion and civilisation ; and this made him
sacrifice the study of certain branches of knowledge, on which, in other
circumstances, he would have felt it to be right to bestow the utmost
diligence and attention.

He was not communicative to strangers ; he did not open his heart at
once ; and only thorough acquaintance ever got his backwardness over-
come. This produced a bad impression of him in the minds of many ;
yet he was free and hearty with those who knew him, and indulged
sometimes in an exuberant buoyancy of spirit.

Truth compels the writer to mention these things, which seem to give
an unfavourable view of the deceased. But he does so, in order to
farnish a warning to students. His early college days were better than
his last—there was more humility, more earnestness, more simple-mind-
edness. He latterly disrelished books of practical divinity, this bad an
unfavourable effect upon his piety, as it had no means of nourishment
so much needed at college. Eminent piety would have made all his
powers and qualities produce a holy influence. A life at college is a
time of danger. With the light which subsequent experience sheds
upon spiritual things, many ministers shudder at it, and wonder that
they were kept from falling away. In looking back on the thoughtless-
nees, the prayerlessness, the self-seeking, the only relief they have is in
the prayer, ‘ Remember not the sins of my youth nor my transgres-
sions.” The writer would with all affectionate earnestness ﬂeseech stu-
dents to practise prayer, to secure time for devotional reading, and to
maintain right views of the solemn work that is before them. The
deadening influence of their pursuits is a real evil, and sure he is, that
no one could speak more emphatically on this point than his departed
friend would do now.

‘With all these short-comings, he had a heart gushing with benevo-
lence towards man, and longed for the time when he would be on the
mission field, saying, « Let us work hard on the mission field, and no
matter though we ge all the sooner for that, we shall have accomplished
something.” Even when away for a brief space of time from study and
its influence, this feeling gained strength. When in Arran, it delighted
him on a Sabbath morning to go from house to house before service, to
talk with the people and urge them to come and hear the gospel. During
his attendance at the hospital, he rescued a poor unfortunate girl from a
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life of infamy, interested himself in her behalf, got her sent to the coun-
try, fre?nent visited her, and manifested a strong desire for her eter-
nal welfare. These circumstances gave promise of what he would be and
do on the missionary field. The beautiful and the good in man he often
expatiated on, and he lingered with rapture on the themes of man’s
immortality and the Almightiness of God. When engaged in prayer,
there were the profoundest awe and the richest pathos—his soul seeming
to be absorbed in the glories of the character of the Eternal. His tone
of general conversation was elevated, and he entertained the mest pro-
found contempt for any thing approaching to slander.

In the spring of 1840, he became united in marriage to Miss Alice Bell,
eldest daughter of the late Mr. Walter Bell, jun., Merchant, Glasgow,
a union which was the source of great happiness to both, and eminent
assistance to him in his labours. Shortly after, he sailed for the Cape,
where he remained about six months. During his stay there he delivered
a sermon on the oocasion of a Missionary Anniversary, which the con-
gregation solicited him to publish. It is fraught with sound thought, and
presents a brief epitome of God’s dealings with the Church. The state
of mind in which he entered on his work may be learned from a brief
extract ; ““ If there is one thing to be feared more than another in the
present prosperous state of Christ's Church, it is depending too exclu-
sively upon its own power, and forgetting the arm on which it leans and
by which it is shielded ; nothing but prayer, constant prayer, will gain
us the victory.” In a letter to a friend he said, « I have adopted the
most simple kind of reflection and expression, as I am quite convinced
simplicity alone is suited to the character of gospel truth.”

( To be continued )

i PASTORAL RECOLLECTIONS.—NEW SERIES, No. L.*

It was the grateful acknowledgment of a saved sinner, I have ob-
tained mercy.” That inestimable boon he had been taught to prize by a
discovery of previous transgression, which was brought to remembrance,
and exhlbite«f in its enormity, by a startling dispensation. Thus, in the
experience of many whom God was preparing for glory, has the recol-
lection of past delinquencies been revived by their alarming results; and
the depressed and agitated mind been mercifully constrained to bave re-
course to the gospel for relief and consolation. Yet, with the well-founded
hope of forgiveness from a pardoning God, and that iniquity shall not
prove the cause of eternal perdition, there have sometimes been associated
painful regret and harassing remorse, ever kept alive by the present disas-
trous consequences of previous misconduct. An affecting illustration of
this came under my observation many years ago, the description of which
may convey salutary instruction and admonition to various classes.

the bounty of a benevolent gentleman there had been established, in
a village within a few miles of this, a charity-school, for the instruction of
fatherless and destitute female children in the common branches of educa-
tion. To the office of teacher an individual was appointed, whom I shall

* We congratulate our readers on our having successfully pincked the memory of
an old favourite into activity again.—Ep. )
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designate Mrs. F. 'When she came to reside in this neighbourhood she
appeared about 30 years of age, of highly polished manners, but wan,
wasted, and broken-hearted. She entered on the duties of her station
with ardour, performed them with indefatigable industry, and soon won
the affections of the scholars. When the weather was favourable she
frequently came to our place of worship on the Lord’s day, and seemed
an attentive and deeply interested hearer. Especially, it was observed,
when salvation throngg the perfect and accepted atonement of Immanuel
was exhibited in its attractive freeness and suitableness, presented to all
just as they are, without exception or qualification—or when allusion
was made to the tranquillizing hope of the better land, as the compensat-
ing rest of the desolate and depressed mourner—her eye shone with an
almost nnearthly lustre, and at times, unable to repress the powerful
emotions excited, she burst into tears. But when the service was over
she hurried home, sedulously shunning all intercourse with those who
travelled in the same direction, and shut herself up in her solitary dwell-
ing, but whether to sigh, or rejoice, none could tell ; for she evinced a
repulsive reserve, a shrinking reluctance from being addressed, as if
afraid to be questioned respecting the cause of the unbroken gloom that
cast a dark shadow over her existence, or apprehensive lest she might by
any hint divalge what she was terrified she might reveal. Seldom was
the seen abroad, unless walking with slow and faltering steps in some
sequestered unfrequented spots, never gazing around, and upward, on the
auimating beauties the surrounding landscapes unfolded, but ever looking
on the ground, as if bowed down by some oppressive load. The reports
of her general deportment brought forcibly to my recollection the remarks
of the wise man,—The heart knoweth its own bitterness”— A wounded
spirit who can bear.” I thought of the wounded deer that seeks the
shade to die alone. It struck me that the interesting stranger, who seemed
rewlved to remain a stranger, was probably crushed and tortured by
overwhelming despair, produced by deep and absorbing conviction of per-
tonal guilt and danger, and dark confused misapprehensions of the method
of a ginner’s acceptance with God. I therefore found means to be intro-
duu?d to her. We entered on a free conversation concerning her religious
Sentiments and spiritual hopes. She evinced an enlightened acquaint-
8nce with the gospel, a firm persuasion of the matchless character
aud the finished work of the Lord Jesus, and an entire and joyful reli-
ance on Christ, as her chosen Saviour, for full forgiveness and a blissful
Immortality. On these subjects she spake with animation, and evident
eart-thrilling delight ; but when there was a pause in the conversation,

@ dark cloud visibly returned, and the wo-worn countenance, the
sunken eye, the deep-drawn irrepressible sigh, betokened a mental
abguigh tgat would not be soothed. What occasioned that unconquer-
able despondency? It was obvious it was not tormenting anxiety and
UNCertainty respecting her eternal interests, for she avowed a good hope
througl, grace. Nor could it be some heart-rending bereavement, sent
by 8 wige and good God, for that her love and knowledgo of the supreme
D”Poser would have enabled to bear with placid resignation : but some
!"lg recollection of the past, some deed that could not be recalled,
Which brought in its train painful remembrances. What was the cause

of the mental sorrow, that shrunk from discovery, it was not my duty to
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pry into, and our ignorance of her previous history left it enveloped in
mystery. ‘We only knew that the patron of the school, who employed

rs. F., had received ample and satisfactory testimonials not only of her
ability, but of her unblemished reputation. By these it was proved she
had received a very superior education, far above the sphere she then
occupied. She manifested a desire to be useful, taught in her school-
room a Sabbath school, and circulated religious tracts among the chil-
dren, and, by them, in the neighbourhood. Still she looked and spake as
one that had resolved to go down to the grave mourning. It seemed to us,
who knew her sentiments and conduct, passing strange that a person so
well acquainted with the truth as it is in Jesus, so explicit and unhesi-
tating in avowed dependence on Christ as her trustworthy Redeemer, so
amiable, and so useful, should be the miserable victim of a habitual
melancholy that preyed on the heart's core.

Time passed on, and Mrs. F. was obviously, though gradually, wast-
ing away by the internal, undivulged grief that was destroying the vitals
of existence. She attended to her laborious duties after she was very
unable to perform them, but at length was confined to bed by universal
debility. The physician avowed he could give no aid, for she was
apparently dying of a broken heart. Yet she was happy, very happy!
She anticipated the approach of death as the visit of a d’;simble friend.
The prospect of heaven, as the rest that remaineth for the people of God,
elicited expressions of rapturous delight. - Not that she looked for heaven,
as I have seen some, who, weary of this world, thought of a future world
merely as a release from care and privation, a state of indolent repose.
Our enlightened friend knew well, a want of occupation is not rest. To
her the grand attractions of that land of pure delights were, that there
she would be for ever near and like her God and Saviour, see him as he
is, love and praise and serve him as she ought and would. Yet she
repeatedly said, the prospect of rest is sweet to the weary, toil-worn
Pi Erim, who has found this world a dreary wilderness. When expiring,
and the attendants around the bed imagined all was over, she opened
her eyes, looked upwards, and exerting her remaining strength, exult-
ingly gave utterance to her confidence and peace and joy in these lines:

“The hour of my departure ’s come,
I hear the voice that calls me home;

At last, O Lord, let troubles cease,
And let thy servant die in peace.

Not in mine innocence I trust,

I bow before thee in the dust;

And through my Saviour’s blood alone,
I hope for mercy at thy throne.”

She then heaved her last sigh. The secret sorrow, whatever it was, had
. rendered the wasted body uninhabitable, and the ransomed, liberated
spirit, we humbly hope, was translated to that habitation of unmingled
felicity from whence sorrow and sighing for ever flee away, for there
God shall wipe away all tears from the eyes. There was present at the
funeral a distant connexion of the deceased, in whom I recognised an
old school-fellow. Thus the following explanation was obtained of that
overwhelming melancholy which had appeared so astonishing to her
acquaintance in this neighbourhood.
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* Our late friend was the orphan daughter of a younger branch of a
rich and ancient family. She was brought up with the children of her
uncle, and received the same education as his daughters. But her pros-
pects were widely different from theirs, and she soon found herself
placed in the anomalous situation of companion and servant to near
relations, who made her frequently feel she was a needy dependant.
Before she was seventeen she was seduced by the heir of the estate, was
driven from the castle in disgrace; and when the child was born, it
was taken from her, and she was cast on the wide world penniless and
disowned. Some, who had known the poor friendless girl ir her brighter
days, compassionated the destitute condition of the outcast, and procured
for her the sitnation of a governess. She filled that office for about
eight years, in some very respectable families, with great credit and
unimpeachable rectitude. Her fall was unknown or forgotten. She had
become a beautiful and accomplished young woman. A respectable
merchant in the city where the family resided during winter, became
acquainted with her, avowed his attachment, and with the cordial appro-
bation of her employers and his relatives, they were married. The day
after the marriage, when the father of the husband was on the way to
visit them, he was accosted in the street by one of those firebrands whom
the scriptures hold up to reprobation as talebearers, who reveal secrets
aud separate chief friends:— Is it true,” he asked, “ that your son has
married such a person? for if so, I am sorry to inform you, you are the
father-in-law of a woman with a bad character.” When the father
expressed his unbelief, “Come with me,” said the incarnate demon, “I
ill bring you to the house where her illegitimate child was born, and
nursed, a.ni concealed for some time.” The father went, was satisfied
the report was true, and then rashly hurried to the house of his son, and
told him all. The irritated husband summoned the accused party into
their presence, and called upon her to confess, or disprove the disgrace-
ful charge. The young wife, struck dumb by conscience, and confounded
%the unexpected discovery, stood speechless, and then fainted away.
e husband immediately left his house in a state of mind bordering on
frenzy. The father was not much surprised at the violent anger expressed
by his son, on the discovery of what he deemed a fraudulent concealment,
aud he expected to find him at his own house. But that night the newly
married husband returned not to his deserted bride, nor repaired to the
Paternal abode. Next day came, and he did not appear. The father
then became seriously alarmed, and upon making inquiries after the
Tunaway, he ascertained that, on the afternoon when the young merchant
fled from the late home of conjugal confidence and affection, as if fleeing
from the plague, he was seen on the outside of a coach on the way to
G—. "He hurried after him thither, and then to a seaport, where he
learned his son had sailed on the previous day for the United States.
be now deeply distressed father returned, and visited the deserted wife,
whom he foum{ in a state of deplorable wretchedness. The sudden and
udeniable charge, the flight oP the man she dearly loved, had thrown
T Into a nervous fever, which shattered both body and mind. When
E:':'luy recovered she expressed some faint hope that the injured hus-
d would relent and return, or that a letter would soon come from
America, inviting her to go after him. But the packets arrived, and
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there was no letter;—months passed away, and there was no informa-
tion. The husband never returned—was never heard of more by his
connexions in this country. The uncertainty that hung over his fate,
whether he were alive or dead, the hope deferred making the heart sick,
the bitter self-condemnation, the heart-gnawing remorse, combined to
})rodnce that unconquerable sadness which enveloped in gloom all her
uture days, and poisoned all the streams of temporal happiness. The
now relenting father-in-law endeavoured to console her disquieted spirit.
He was a believer in Jesus, and an intelligent Bible Christian. He pre-
sented the glorious gospel of Christ to the disconsolate mouraner, as the
only all-sufficient compensation for blighted earthly hopes, and the only
infallible balm for a bleeding heart. She believed through grace, and
could say, “I have obtained mercy.” Yet, while cherishing the sweet
hope that God for Christ’s sake had freely pardoned all her iniquities,
she could never forgive herself for having been the cause of so much
wretchedness to so dearly beloved connexions. The thought of haying
driven the man to whom she was fondly attached an exile from the land
of his birth, from a flourishing business to become a penniless wanderer,
the suspicion of what he might be suffering as the unhapp‘y result of their
ill-starred union ; the apprehension of being the object of disgust, if not
of hatred, (and conscience whispered, deservedly so,) to him round whom
her affections clung, haunted her dreams by night, and seldom were
absent from her waking reflections. The father-in-law, when all expec-
tation of his son’s return was abandoned, disposed of his business, and
soon afterwards died. She was thus roused from the paralysing lethargy
of despondency, by the necessity of doing something to procure suste-
nance for herself and her infant child. By some kind friends she was
recommended to the patron of the charity school, who was only informed
that she bad been deserted by her husband soon after marriage, and it
was not known whether he was alive or dead. Thus, in the providence
of God, she was brought to reside in this neighbourhood; and though
her settled melancholy, associated with a profession of religion, might
prove repulsive to some who were glad of an excuse for their ungodliness,
her triumphant death exhibited the supporting power of faith in death’s
Conqueror, which can brighten the closing scenes of a troubled life, and
fill with holy, heavenly joy, when the solemn realities of eternity are
about to burst on the disembodied spirit. So may we die! checred by
the hope of going home,—to a good home—our Father's house, where
our derarted fricnds and brethren dwell, where God our Saviour reigns.
This affecting narrative impressively recommends religion to the young
in thé days of their youth. Many have proved bylexperience,—many
are the living monuments of the truth expressed in these simple lines of
Dr. Watts :—
“*Twill save you from a thousand snares,
To mind religion young;
Grace will preserve your growing years,
And make your virtues strong.”

Those who are gay, giddy, and thoughtless in the beginning of their
days, may, when past their prime, or on a death-bed, be brought to
repentance, and drawn into the refuge from the wrath to come ; and it is
a glorious truth, that whenever applied by faith, the blood of Jesus
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Christ cleanseth from all sin. Yet, what a dreadful risk do they run

every day the great salvation is regzcbed, of dying unsaved! But sup-
posing they are converted to the 's Christ after years of reckless
impenitence, they, while destitute of religious principles and preserving
grace, and passing through a world full of temptations on every hand,
may have formed connections which shall prove a source of continual
annoyance ; they may have helped to ruin companions that have gone
along with them in the road to ruin, but will not turn with them into
the way of life ; they may have done deeds which never car be undone,
the bitter fruits of which they shall reap before they go hence ; and com-
mitted crimes, the recollection of which shall awaken self-condemnation
and remorse while memory lasts. Let the young be persuaded, the
sooner they give their confidence and affection to Jesus, the better both
for this life, and that which is to come.

The experience I have attempted to describe, forcibly warns all to
shun temptation, and prompted even by a regard to our present interests,
to beware of yielding to the seductive allurements of vice; we know
not the disastrous consequences of one false step. In one unguarded
hour we may do what shall injure the labours of a life, and send us sor-
rowing to t{e grave! Whoever dares do what the benevolent Law-
giver forbids, and hopes for impunity, will find himself most miserabl
disappointed. Thus saith the universal Ruler, “Be sure thy sins shall
find you out.” And by some righteous retributive dispensation, the evil
long forgotten may be brought to remembrance by its legitimate pun-
ishment. Let none be seduced to sin by the hope of concealment, for
there may be unexpected ear-witnesses and eye-witnesses, conscience is
there, and God is there, and events frequently bring it back to the
startled recollection. Here, or hereafter, transgression will prove bit-
terness in the end. Even when the soul is saved in the Lord with an
everlasting salvation, the flagrant failures of the professed Christian
through life may awaken painful feclings at life’s close. Thus, Moses
on the day he died and went to heaven, was painfully reminded of an
offence committed by him long before, and for which he was excluded
from the promised land. What need then bave we all to watch and
pray, lest we enter into temptation; and carefully avoid all that ma
plant thorns in our death-bed pillow. But where sin hath aboundet{
grace hath much more abounded. For that grace of the divine Re-
deemer,—grace to pardon, and renew, and restrain, and strengthen, let
us daily apply,—and on it habitually rely, that when we come to die an
abundant entrance may be administered into the everlasting kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour, where the weary are at rest, and the days of

their mourning are ended. ABIJAH.

THE ORIGINAL SABBATH.
¢ The Sabbath was made for man.”—MARK ii. 27.

WeE wish to set before our readers, in few and simple words, what seems
to us to be Bible truth relative to the “Original Sabbath,” * the Jewish
Babbath,” and “the Christian Sabbath.” The subject is of paramount im-
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portance. It is second only to those gospel doctrines on which the salva-
tion of the soul depends ; and every discussion of it which finds its way
into newspapers, and even religious periodicals, elicits the existence of a
great deal of crude and mistaken conception regarding it. It is now
more than ever necessary that the christian community should be well
established in their faith in the authority of the Sabbath, that by an en-
lightened faith they may be strengthened to resist the increasing tempta-
tions to its neglect, and the growing scorn of latitudinarians, who reckon
all but themselves narrow-minded bigots.

The proposition which we propose to maintain in this article is, TaaT
THE SABBATH WAS INSTITUTED ORIGINALLY NOT FOR A PARTICULAR
PEOPLE OR NATION, BUT FOR THE HUMAN RACE. In proof of this propo-
sition we appeal—

In the first place—to the words of our Lord Jesus Christ,  The
Sabbath was made for man.” We allow that our Saviour’s immediate
design was to assert the benevolence of the institution. The Sabbath
was not first instituted, and man created to observe it; but man was
first created, and the Sabbath instituted for his benefit. But, in the form
in which he thus declared its benevolence, he declared its universality.
The Sabbath was not made for the patriarchs—it was not made for the
Jews—it was made for man, and would have been observed even had
man not fallen from his original state.

In the second place—We appeal to the fact, that the Sabbath was in-
stituted at the creation. It is admitted, even by Paley, that if it was,
its law ¢ was addressed to the whole human species alike.” Now, let
us look at the evidence. Gen. ii. 1—3,—* Thus the heavens and the
earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh da
God ended his work which he had made ; and he rested on the sevent
day from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh
day, and sanctified it ; because that in it he had rested from all his work
which God created and made.” These words occur in the midst of
a gimple though majestic narration ; and it is to us a mystery how any
believer in their correctness, to say nothiug of their inspiration, can doubt
whether they make the sanctification of the seventh day co-temporaneous
with God’s resting from his work on that day.

Those who think the Sabbath was not instituted at the creation, find
the first institution of it in Exodus xvi. 22—26,— It came to pass that
on the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, two omers for one
man : And all the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses. And
he said unto them, This is that which the Lord hath said, To-morrow is
the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the Lord.* * * * Six days shall ye
gather it ; but on the seventh day, which is the Sabbath, 1n it there
shall be none.” Will the reader examine this passage carefully, and say
whether it does not look very unlike a first and formal enunciation of a
law hitherto unknown. It refers to the first Sabbath the Israelites spent
in the wilderness. A double quantity of manna descended on the sixth
day, and Moses explained that the reason was, ¢ To-morrow is the rest
of the holy Sabbath.” The entire narrative would indicate that the
Sabbath was already known. But if a doubt on this point be possible,
will the reader compare the second chapter of Genesis with this passage,
and he will conclude that that chapter cannot be explained, on the sup-
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position that this passage contains the first institution of the Sabbath,
and that this passage not only can be explained, but can best be ex-
plained on the supposition that that chapter contains the first institution
of the Sabbath.

If God’s resting from his works on the seventh day, was the reason
why the seventh day was sanctified, can we conceive it possible that that
sanctification should be postponed for two thousand five hundred years ;
and that, for all that period, the creative power and wisdom of the Al-
mighty should not have its day of celebration ? That at such a distance
of time, and not earlier, God should appoint a day to commemorate the
completion of his works, seems very strange. But that it was not so, is
evident from the fourth commandment, as well as from the narrative in
Genesis :—* In six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea and
all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord
blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it.”

In the third place—We appeal to the place assigned to the Sabbath
in the moral law. The force of this argument will depend of course on
our comviction, that the ten commandments do constitute a law of
universal obligation. We cannot do justice to the evidence on which
this conviction rests within our (fresent limits, and can only indicate the
arguments we should adduce did our limits permit.* (1.) The way in
which the ten commandments were given, separates them from all the
other laws of Moses, and confers on them pre-eminent honour. They
were written by God's finger on tables of stone, yea, written a second
time when the first tables were broken. (2.) The position assigned to
them afterwards in the most holy place, distinguishes them from all
other laws, and identifies them with the law which the human race has
broken, and Jesus Christ has magnified and made honourable. The
tables of stone were put into the ark ; and the lid of that ark was the
mercy-seat. Thus wassymbolised the combination and harmony of jus-
tice and mercy, of law and grace, through the propitiation of Jesus Christ.

3.) The ten commandments are manifestly moral in their nature. The

aties which they prescribe are not “(Yositive," arising from the mere
appointment of the Lawgiver, like tho duty of the Jew to avoid certain
meats as unclean. They are moral, arising from the very relations in
which we stand to God and to our race. It may seem at first sight,
that the fourth commandment itself is an exception to this remark. But
it is passing strange, that a merely positive iustitute should be mixed up
with manifestly moral requirements, and have equal honour done to it
in the form of its promulgation, and in the symbolical use made of it in
the ark. But the law of the Sabbath is essentially moral. - The duty of
worshipping God as manifested in his works is a moral duty; yea, the
principle of social worship is moral, inasmuch as it is founded on a law of
our nature. The right use of time is a moral duty, and it might be shown
that the devotion of some special portion of time to the contemplation and
worship of (Fod is a religious necessity of our nature. If there is any
thing * positive” in the institution of the Sabbath, it is the prescription
of the particular portion of time which is to beappropriated to its purposes.
Baut this surely cannot convert a law which is essentially moral, into &

* The reader will find this subject most ably discussed in Dr. Wardlaw’s discourses
on the Sabbath. But we regret that that work should be out of print.



16 " The Fellowship of Churches. Jan.

merely positive institute. (4.) The New Testament decides that the
ten commandments form a law of universal obligation. Will the reader
consult Matt. xix. 17—19 ; Rom. xiii. 8,9 ; and Jamesii.8—11. These
are not full quotations of the ten; but the quotation of a part sanctions

. the code to which that part belongs. It is the second table of the law
that is quoted ; and no one will maintain, that the first is abrogated
while the second is perpetuated. In calling the ten commandments the
moral law, the law of universal obligation, the law which man has
violated, we do not mean, bf course, that its substance was unknown
before its promulgation on Sinai. Its substance was known from the
beginning, both by revelation and by the teachiug of conscience. And now
that God was separating a peculiar people from the nations, to be the
depository of his truth and worship, it was fit that a formal announce-
ment of the great law to which they were subject as creatures, should
form the basis of their peculiar institutions as a separate people.

In the fourth place—We appeal to its own nature to prove that the
Sabbath was designed for the race—not for the Jews. It was instituted
to commemorate the creation—not to commemorate an event peculiar to
the nation of Israel. It was instituted for the comtemplation of the
Creator’s character as manifested in his works, and for his worship.
Now, this was a matter of universal interest. There is nothing local,
nothing peculiar in it. The obligation and the privilege of worship
belong to man; and we joyfully recognise the original Sabbath as his
likewise. The importance of this doctrine in its bearing both on the
Jewish and the Christian Sabbath will soon appear. Let the reader be
fully established in it before he proceeds farther.

THE FELLOWSHIP OF CHURCHES.

“I have known, and according to my mecasure, have co-operated with great
men; and I have never yet seen any plan which has not been mended by the
observations of those who were much inferior in understanding to the persons who
took the lead in the business.”

THESE were the words of Edmund Burke ; and we would shelter our-
selves under them while attempting to offer some remarks on a subject
of considerable present interest to the churches—their relation to each
other, and the rights and dutics that arise out of that relationship.

A question has arisen out of existing differences of sentiment on points
of doctrine: “Ought such differences to occasion @& breach of Christian
Sellowship among brethren? or ought they to maintain their fellowship
unbroken, notwithstanding such differences 2

This evidently is a question not admitting of a gencral solution. It
cannot be satisfactorily answered without considering the nature and
extent of the matters in controversy in the particular case. It is
admitted on all hands, that there may be cases of doctrinal error on
’i‘oints of vital importance, concerning which there can be no hesitation.

hey who hold them must be excluded from the fellowship of those who
are jealous of the homour of God, and of the sacredness of his truth.
In regard to life and conversation also, if any should indulge in prac-
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tices concerning which the sentence of scripture is— they that do such
things cannot inherit the kingdom of God,” all fellowship with them
must be denonnced, under the penalty of becoming partakers of their
sins, and incurring the just judgment of God. It is equally clear that
there may be differences of sentiment so trivial, and modes of action
somewhat peculiar, yet involving no breach of the rules of morality, and
perfectly compatible with a good conscience, so that no one would ever
think of such things occasioning the forfeiture of the confidence and fel-
lowship of Christian brethren.

Between the two extremes, however, of manifestly serious and fatal
error, and confessedly slight and unimportant matters of sentiment and
conduct, thereis a middle region of debatable ground ; and there we may
expect to find some men disposed to class certain errors and mal-practices
among the trivial, that are to be foreborne with, which others may be
disposed to rank with the graver differences to be protested against
and frowned upon.

An error of such magnitnde as the denial of the special influence of
the Spirit of God in the couversion of a sinner, we view as a serious one.
It cannot be ranked among the non-essentials of Christianity. That
this is THE error of the separated churches some of the members of those
churches may deny, and many of them may be guiltless of the heresy.
But that cannot relieve us from the duty of protesting against the system.
The admission on the part of its advocates, that no sioner is saved with-
out the exertion of Divine influence, is found, when thoroughly sifted, to
mean nothing more (at least, according to the views of some,) than that
preaching, conversation, providential arrangements, and other mcans are
the Spirit’s means, and therefore the influence they exert may be termed
the Spirit'sinfluence. If some go farther than this—for there are dark and
darker shades of error,—no explanation we have heard as made by any
of the “new view” party removes the main objection, or amounts to any
thing like a fair admission that there is a direct and proper inflaence of
th;ngpirit of God, rendering the truth effectual to the conversion of each
individeal sinner, to whom the gospel proves the power of God unto
salvation.

We believe that many simple minded disciples, little versed in the
technicalities of theology, belong to the churches over which teachers
of the “new views” preside, and remain untinctured with the real error
of the system : toward such we can exercise charity, admit them indi-
vidually to our fellowship, and esteem them as christian brethren,
beloved for the truth’s sake.

There is no inconsistency in our “receiving such,” and at the same
time separating ourselves from the party with which they stand identified.
We believe they are cajoled or blinded by the use of plausible phraseology.
They take words ingheir common meaning, and believe that when they
hear their teachers speak of the Spirit’s influenco and of Divine power,
they mean what these terms import, and not merely the instrumentality
of man and the employment of means.

In dealing with error, we have to distinguish, then, between the indi-
viduals holding it, and the system to which it belongs. In the one case
we may indulge in favourable hopes as to the christian character of the
errorist, ascribing the favour he avows for it rather to the fault of his

New Senies.—Vor VI B
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bhead than of his heart. It is a different affair when we have to deal
with error as embodied in a system. Here we must show it no quarter,
but denounce it, and take (fecided ground in opposing it. Now, we
take it that this is precisely the case when a church professes a scheme
of doctrine we hold to be erroneous. Whatever charity we may be
able to exercise towards individuals belonging to it, we must testify
against their commen error; and it will depend upon the enormity of
that error whether we can still hold fellowship with them as a church,
or renounce that fellowship as the only way of escaping a participation
of their sin.

These reflections are suggested by certain pamphlets which have
recently appeared, and of which the titles are given below.*

WitZout presuming to act as umpires between the parties at variance,
and without attempting a review of the arguments on either side, wo
would at present merely offer the following remarks : —

(1.) Supposing the differcnces between the churches in the west to
resolve themselves simply into the points in controversy between Ar-
minians and Calvinists, (a supposition made merely for the sake of argu-
ment) then to separate as churches from the fellowship—say of Arminian
churches, is but to do what is virtually done, and has been done by us
as a body from the beginning of our existence as a denomination. We
have no communion as churches with the Wesleyan methodists, nor have
our Congregational brethren in England. Nor have we fellowship as
churches with our Calvinistic brethren of the various Presbyterian bodies
around us, although their doctrinal views and ours are substantially the
same. But this does not imply that we deny them the name and cha-
racter of Christians ; nor is it Incompatible with holding fellowship with
individual members of those bodies; nor with the most confiding and
affectionate intercourse with such Christians of those communions as we
may happen to know.t+ Our brother, Mr. Grant, reaches his conclusion
by annihilating this distinction. He forgets that, by ceasing to hold
fellowship with churches as churches, we neither deny the christiauity
of individual mewbers of those churches, nor denounce them as unworthy
of fellowship altogether. Let them seek and find communion with other
Christians, agreeing with them on the points respecting which we differ
from them. We do not unchristianize our Antipado-Baptist brethren—
for instance—because they and woe are formed into separate churches.
But they and we alike feel and acknowledge that it is more for our edi-
fication and comfort that we should worship with brethren of congenial
sentiments. To seek a closer alliance would mar rather than promote
our real brotherly affection, confidence, and usefulness.

* The Correspondence between the three Congregational Churches in Aberdeen,
and the Congregational Churches at Blackhills and Printfie]d, relative to their views
of the work of the Holy Spirit.—Aberdeen, 1845.

Letter from the Congregational Church in Cumnock to the Congregational
Churches of Scotland.— Glasgow, 1845,

Counsel submitted to the Members of the Congregational Church, meeting in
Argyle Square Chapel, Edinburgh, by W. L. Alexander, M.A.— Edinburgh, 1845.

t There is an obvious distinction between the character of a church, and the
character of an individual belonging to it. The one may be condemned for the
error it embodies and supports. The other may be worthy of all confidence for his
personal piety.
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(2.) We readily admit it as an axiom, that we are to receive all whom
Christ receives, but we suspect that Mr. G. himself would demur to the
application of it, as some might insist upon his doing. Our enlightered
Presbyterian friends avow the sentiment—they will admit him to their
fellowship. Will he admit them by whole congregations to his? No:
he is not satisfied that their scrutiny of character, previous to admission,
is such as to inspire him with confidence in the christianity of all the
members. Well, this may be the case in churches where other doctrines
are taught, and other preachers introduced than those we approve, and
other tests of personal Christianity received than those we judge sufficient.

In a word, Mr. G.’s argument is not pointed so much at the particular
case on which he would make it exclusively bear, as against the entire
existing framework of Christianity as exhibited in the churches of the
Reformation. All sects and parties should return to the primitive unity
and catholicity. But they are not yet agreed ; and, till they are so, they
cannot walk by the same rule. It is in vain to think of forcing fellow-
ship upon churches ; just as vain as to force them to uniformity of creed,
formulary, and order. When Christians are not of one mind upon
important points, it is better they should matually concede to each other
the privilege of following the dictates of their own judgment and con-
science, than to hanker after a visible oneness, which 1is, after all, not
the unity of the Spirit.

3. If, moreover, the points of difference between the churches of
Glasgow and Aberdeen and those from which they have respectively
separated be so serious as they consider them to be, it is hard to imagine
how there could possibly be cordial and counfiding fellowship between
them; and it is surprising to us that the separated churches should have
professed to the very last to desire the continuance of that fellowship.
There could be no intercommunion between them without compromising
principles and wounding conscience, and endangering the best interests
of all concerned.

It is of consequence also to observe, that while the doctrinal views
maintained by the separated churches were considered as involving errors
so important as to justify the steps that were taken to bring the brethren
who had adopted the views objected to, to acknowledge and renounce
their error, these bretlren were practically assuming the position of
another and a different ecclesiastical body,—setting up preaching stations
and forming churches where there were already churches of our order,
without consulting or recognising them, and seeking fellowship not with
their pastors, but with ministers of another communion, in ordination
and other services; so that they were at one and the same time profes-
sedly seeking to maintain their fellowship with our churches, and prac-
ticagy disclaiming it! Professing reluctance to be separated from:-the
churches in Glasgow, they were of their own accord renouncing the fel-
lowship of sister churches in other parts of the country, wherever they
chose to form a church, or could succeed in forming one, composed, of
course, of persons friendly to their distinctive views.

4. With regard to the concern of other churches in the western contro-
versy, we are humbly of opinion that our brethren in Glasgow might
very safely have left it to the churches throughout the country to form
their own opinion, and act upon it, as occasion might offer. We are per-
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suaded they would in general have practically homologated the proceed-
ings of the Glasgow churches, whenever the opportunity should arise for
their doing so. The churches throughout Scotland kad been in fellowship
with the Glasgow churches. The fact of the five churches in that
neighbourhood, after certain steps of procedure, (now published, and
before the churches,) having been separated from the fellowship of the
former, did not affect the relationship that had subsisted between the
Glasgow churches and other sister churches, and it ought never to have
been thought necessary to declare formally that the connexion remained
unbroken. It was natural enough for the five separated churches to try
and find sympathy and countenance by circulating a letter with the view
of ascertaining if they might get some church to declare itself favourable
to them and their views; or at least to show them pity as having been,
in their own opinion, at least, severely dealt with. %ut the Glasgow
churches needed no attestation nor expression of adherence from sister
churches to assure them that they still held the place they had always
ol:ctllpied in the affection and confidence of their brethren throughout tge
nd.

The same remarks apply in all their force to the churches in Aberdeen.
Their * Correspondence ” with the churches at Blackhills and Printfield,
and the result of it—the separation of the latter from the fellowship of
the former, cannot affect the standing of our Aberdeen brethren with the
other churches of the body, except in the way of raising them in the
esteem of all who, by the publication of the correspondence referred to,
have thereby become acquainted with the stand they have so nobly made
for the faitz once delivered to the saints. We heartily join them in
¢« praying that what the churches have done in faithfulness and love
may prove salutary to those from whom they now part in deep sorrow.”

{5.) Conceiving, as we do, that the Glasgow churches did not need a
formal expression of approval from sister churches; nevertheless, since
they, out of deference to the opinion of their brethren, have solicited
some expressiou of it, this might have been given, we conceive, without
infringing the rights of the churches so addressed, or compromising any

rinciple of our polity. It was not necessary for every church to enter
into the whole controversy, and, after cautiously and carefully mastering
it, pronounce a judgment upon the merits. The churches might decline
the task, they might object to pronounce on an involved and lengthened
controversy ; but without doing so at all, it was surely competent to
them courteously to answer the Glasgow circular, and at least assure the
brethren there of their sympathy and confidence. We regret therefore,
exeeedinglg, that Mr. Alexander in the letter before us addressed to his
own church, has taken up the subject as if the circular in question were a
gratuitous and unjustifiable interference with the churches—making them
parties in questions with which they have no concern, and involving
them in foreign disputes they have nothing to do with, and may not be
competent to decide. We are the more concerned on this head, because
some passages in our esteemed friend’s * Counsel” seem to have a bear-
ing in favour of views which we know he regards as very remote from
sound doctrine. The question, too, of the independency of the churches,
is advocated as if a friendly epistle, soliciting an expression of sympathy
and a frank declaration of ecclesiastical position, were an infringement
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of the liberty of the churches. It is needless to enter into a formal proof
of the acknowledged principle, that the independency of the churches is
not their isolation. May not one independent church recognise another ¢
Is Independency incompatible with union? Does it forbid co-operation ?
Does it exclude from sympathy? Must christian affection, confidence,

will and good offices, never stray beyond the walls of our own
chapel, or the roll of our own membership ? or, if we extend our christian
sympathies beyond our own circle, are we to embrace all alike in the arme
of our fellowship, be their creed or their conduct, their faith or their
works, what they may ?

Theorise as we will, and make allowance as we can, for the erroneous
opinions—as we deem them—some have embraced, and reduce them if
possible to mere metaphysical questions,—still we do make, and must
make a practical distinction between truth and error, and between the
votaries of the one and of the other. 'We do so in the case of individuals,
we must do so also, a fortiori, in the case of churches. And when we
have confidence in the soundness of doctrine and purity of life of brethren,
may we not express it? May not christian churches give utterance to
their sympathy of joy or grief with other churches? Is there not a
fellowship of churches, as well as fellowship in a church? Is not all this
implied and distinctly expressed in every ordination service, when the

tors and members of neighbouring churches give their countenance
and aid? Is not their appearance upon such occasions a tacit and
intelligible approval of the faith and order of the church so recognised
‘Would not such recognition be denied to a society of heretics? Would
a Socinian minister and congregation be countenanced by us? If not,
why, but because the countenance given would be equivalent to an
expression of approval ? It would be an act of fellowship and a token of
union. Our churches, therefore, though independent, have a uniting
bond ; and their fellowship in the gospel warrants and demands, upon all
fitting occasions, the expression of their love, confidence, and sympathy.
Interchange of sentiment by letters or by messengers is an appropriate
token of their sacred relationship. We see it exemplified in the churches
founded by the apostles, and it was part of their approved practice.

There may occur a difference of opinion among brethren as to the
propriety or necessity of some particular question forming the subject
of correspondence between churches, but when such difference of opinion-
does occur, courtesy, forbearance, kind words, and charity, will soften the
pain of not being able to see every thing in the same light. If good
will to the brethren dictate our addresses to them, and love sweeten our
intercourse, such communications can scarcely be too frequent, nor will
we be disposed to quarrel with the occasion which invites us to give our
brethren a proof of our love and of our desire to promote their welfare.

“ There is no word or action (says one) but may be taken with two
bands ; either with the right hand of charitable constraction, or the sin-
ister interpretation of ill will and suspicion.” The circular of the Glas-
gow charches may be thus treated. We deemed it unnecessary and
wish it had never been issued ; but we see in it no invasion of our
liberties, and can detect in it no principle subversive of our church
polity. The churches could treat it as they pleased. Some have taken
1t with “ the right hand of charitable construction,” and as it came with
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no airs of authority they have returned to the senders a courteous
answer. If the spectre of presbyterianism is to be pointed at to frighten
them in one direction, they will beware lest, in fleeing from it, they
encounter an evil of equally appalling aspect—the spirit of disunion—
scowling upon the intercommunion of the faithful, and disowning the
tie which binds together the sisterhood of churches of the same faith and
order. This is the ultraism of Independency, professing to recognise
true Christians as individuals wherever they are to be found, but refus-
ing to own any society of them as entitled to our confidence and worthy
to share our fellowship.

We have already exceeded our prescribed limits, and though we have
left many topics untouched, must close our remarks. If in any point
we have mistaken the sentiments of friends on which we have animad-
verted, we shall be sorry for it, but even this may be turned to good
account, if it lead to such explanations as may remove all cause for mis-
apprehension.

CONTINENTAL COLLECTIONS AND RECOLLECTIONS.
No. I.—GErTING INTO BELGIUM.

I LanpED at Ostend on the 24th of July, about 11 o'clock, a.m.,
after a passage of less than six hours from Dover. As we were too
early for the tide, we had to land in small boats—always a disagreeable
process, and in our case rendered more so, by the great numbers who
were on board the steamer, and who were impatient to get to the shore ;
for after the anchor was dropped in the roads, the pitching of the vessel
became insufferable. No accident, however, occurred; and I believe
we all paid the two shillings which the boatmen charged for landing us
(albeit an exorbitant charge) very cheerfully; for, let people descant as
they please of the pleasures of the sea, I never yet saw a company, how-
ever lll)ne the day and prosperous the voyage, who did not manifest the
utmost alacrity in placing themselves on terra firma as soon as they had
the power.

aving seen my luggage conveyed to the custom-house, (and I was not
allowed to retain even a small dressing-case which I carried in my haund,)
and having yielded up my passport to a very fierce looking officer,
“bearded like a pard,” who stood upon the steps by which we ascended
from the boat, I followed a guide to the Hotel de Flandre. I found
this a very comfortable establishment. I was received by the landlady
with a curtsy which would have done honour to a Duchess, and was
very speedily supplied with an excellent breakfast, of which, as may be
supposed, I was by this time very particularly in need. This over, I set
out to enjoy a stroll through the town ; for as the custom-house officers
would not examine the luggage before 2 o’clock, I had at least an hour and
8 half to dispose of in that way before having to abide their summons.
1 was agreeably disappointed with the appearance ‘of Ostend. From
the sea its look is miserable ; but it, nevertheless, contains some very
de streets and some handsome houses. It is a favourite bathing place
or the Belgians, and consequently in summer great numbers resort to it
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from all parts of Belgium, and even from France and Germany. There
is an elevated promenade near the beach, which, as the day was fine, I
found crowded with persons of all ranks and both sexes enjoying their
walk with all that vivacious gaiety which is so characteristic of the
French and the Frenchified Belgians. The bathing place is close by the
E:omenade (all the bathers being dressed for their ablutions in light

thing gowns), and one principal occupation of the promenaders seemed
to be to criticise the performances of the bathers. Whilst I remained,
nothing seemed to amuse the assembled groups so heartily as four great
shaven fellows of priests, who were getting bathed, and who roared like
children at every wave which approa.cheg them ; nor ever ventured on
a dip without being held by a stout seaman, whom they had hired for
the purpose.

On going to the custom-house, I found a crowd of my fellow-voyagers
displaying the usual virtues of true Britons under the trying visitations
of the Douaniers. The latter were tough fellows, who stuck to their
work, and seemed to have left their ears or their hearts at home; for
upon no other hypothesis can I account for the unfeeling coolness with
which they ransacked the various packages, unmoved by the pathetic
appeals or the pithy censures which were incessantly poured upon them.
For my own part, I submitted in silence ; though it did rather touch
me to see articles, which kind hands at home had so carefully and neatly
packed, first turned topsy turvy, aud then recklessly tossed in again to
sort themselves as they best might ; but as I saw remonstrance was in
vain, I did not offer any, and I really believe I got off, in consequence,
somewhat more easily than some of my more eloquent neighbours.
Whatever differences of opinion on politics there might be amongst us,
I believe for the time being there never was a company more disposed
to vote unanimously for free trade and no turiff than we were.

But the worst was to come. After being exposed to this trial, we
were no sooner free than a clerk came up with a book in his hand, and
politely demanded payment for the trouble they had had in examining
our luggage! I could not help telling him that, for my part, I should
not only have been exceedingly happz to have saved him and his
companions .all the trouble they had had on my account, but would
cheerfully have paid double what he demanded for them not to have
taken it at all. ¢ C'est possible, Monsieur,” was his reply, as it is the
reply of all French clerks when you make any remark affecting the
interests of their business, which they cannot rebut and don’t like to
admit. Though I felt it to be a gross imposition, I found there was no
use in reasoning with so imperturbable a fellow ; so I paid his demand
and walked out of the place.

At the door I found an altercation going on between another commis
and a sturdy farmer from Derbyshire or Devonshire, I forget which,
who had, as ‘Yxe himself expressed it, * come to take a bit of a run thro’
Belgiam for the sake of an ont.” He was of course far too much of a

nuine Englishman to know a single word of French ; indeed I believe
ﬁz would almost have thought it an act of degeneracy had he so much
as attempted to acquire that or any other foreign tongue. There he
stood witt his hat inclining to one side of his head, his left hand stuck .
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in his ample waistcoat pocket, his right arm fully stretched out, with the
hand resting on the top of a stout oaken staff, his huge limbs cased in
drab shorts and top-boots, and his round ruddy face swelling with patriotic
scorn and private wrath. Before him stood the little Belgian with his
shoulders shrugged up to his ears, holding his book in one hand, and with
the forefinger of the other pointing to something written upon the page ;
whilst as I approached I heard him with strenuous effort ejaculate the
words, “ Believe me sare, I can assure you, it is absolument necessaire to
pay for de cherching of your bagage.” As I had got into talk with my
countryman whilst crossing, I no sooner made my appearance than he
hailed me, adding, “ I say Maester, canst-to tell me what this ‘ere
jackanapes be saying wi his outlandish lingo?” ¢ Oh yes,” I replied,
“he wants you to pay a franc for searching your luggage.” A wrath-
ful look instantly descended upon the little clerk, which gradually
passed into & comical expression of contempt as he exclaimed, “I'm a
deal liker to gi'e him a cudgelling; howsomever, I made the dog
speak a bit o’ English any how, tho' it wor rare stuff, and cam
woundy stiff off his tongue ;” and inwardly chuckling over the triumph
which he had thus exacted in honour of his vernacular, the worthy
farmer paid his franc with the air of a man who bas extorted from a
fraudulent dealer the worth of his money. I was greatly amused with
this genuine specimen of an unadulterated John Bull, and meant to have
kept by him to enjoy a few more of his adventures. But, unfortunately,
we got separated, and I did not again discover him. The last remark
with which he favoured me was, < Ha ! the rogues they can all speak a
bit o’ English, only they want to make-believe they can’t, to get
summut out on you.”

I left Ostend for Ghent by the Brussels train, which started at 4
o'clock. There is a very spacious station house for the railway at
Ostend ; it is quite new, very commodious, and even elegant. The
Belgian railways command, I believe, universal admiration for the
admirable way in which they are managed. The carriages are very
comfortable—those of the second class being immensely superior to the
carriages of the same class on the British railways, and those of the
first class little short of sumptuous. One never hears of any accident
happening on them, nor, I believe, has any loss of luggage occurred.
This I attribute in no small degree to the excellent management under
which every thing is placed. As all the Belgian railways are under the
direct control of the government, all the officers and servants are govern-
ment men, and go about their duties with military precision. And as
all the luggage is registered, paid for, and marked with a ticket of
which the proprietor receives a duplicate, which he must produce when
he arrives at his destination, one has no trouble with luggage during the
transit, and no confusion in claiming it on arrival. How vastly superior
this arrangement is to that adopted on our British railways, where no
note is taken of luggage, where at every station there is a risk of pas-
sengers’ goods being left behind or carried off, and where at the terminus
there is always a scene of horrible confusion, scrambling, and strife, I
need uot stop to point out. The fares also in Belgium are exceedingly
moderate. Including what I paid for my luggage, I was only charged
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for a place in the second class carriage to Ghent, 4 fr. 40 cent., which is
equal to 3 shillings and eightpence sterling, the distance being about
50 miles.

The route between Ostend and Ghent lies through a very flat, but
well cultivated conntry; so flat, indeed, that I think there is not a
single cutting for the railway beyond the depth of two feet, nor a single
embankment above a yard high the whole way to Ghent. The soil did
not appear rich, nor the crops which covered it heavy. As far as I
oonld judge, the soil seemed to be of a thin, loose, and sandy texture,
and in many places was covered with bent and brushwood. Flemish
industry, however, is proverbial, and from this unpropitious soil the
inhabitants had forced crops which had a healthy appearance, and were on
the whole good. I was struck with the minute subdivisions of the
fields ; here a patch of corn, there a patch of potatoes, and so on in por-
tions s0 minute that at a distance the whole resembled nothing so much
as one of those ancicnt coverlids which our grand-dames used to con-
trive by ingeniously piecing patch to patch of varicoloured stuffs. I
could not but notice also a contrivance which I wish our farmers here
would adopt. Who that has had occasion on a wet day to follow a
footpath through a field of corn has not experienced the annoyance of
being continually struck with the pendant and moisture-laden heads of
grain on either side ? To prevent this, the Flemings have a simple but
effectual contrivance. They merely gather the adjoining heads of corn,
and tie them together, so that they no longer overhang the path ; and
thus peither annoy the passengers, nor are exposed to the risk of being
trodden under foot by him. This of course costs some labour; but

ur is an article of which a true Fleming never grudges the expendi-
ture, if any gain is to be made, or any comfort secured by it. Besides the

nary produce of the field, the Belgian farmers raise great quantities
of chicory, which is used sometimes with sometimes for coffee.’

Had my time allowed, I should have liked to visit Bruges, a fine old
town, full of architectural attractions, and surrounded with historical
amociations. As it was, however, I was constrained to content myself
vith a passing glance at it during the few minutes the train rested there.
We reached Ghent about half-past 6 o'clock, and at the station I found
30 omnibus waiting, which conveyed me to the Hotel de Flandre. This
bouse I found fully to answer the character given of it in Murray’s

book—¢“ clean and quiet.” After tea I strolled out to have a look
atthetown. I managed thereby to get a sort of general notion of it, and
thus the better to lay my plans for the morrow ; for I make it a point
Dever to go trolloping about with a great fellow of a commissionaire by
1y side, but to be my own guide and my own showman. Asit became

before I returned, I bad very nearly missed my way ; but happily
I made the right turn and reached my hotel in safety. Weary and
footsore (for, gentle reader, if thou hast never been on the Continent, no
'“Nge can oconvey to thee any adequate idea of the sufferings of a
gemuine British sole, when, for the first time, doomed to tread Conti-
Deatal streets on * pavements fanged with murderous stones,” as Cole-
Tidge sings in his address to Cologne)—weary and footsore, I gladl{
Sought repose ; and in the quiet chamber which I occupied, I soon sun
M0 ag sound s sleep as ever descended to refresh the frame of mortal.
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CHURCH PSALMODY AND SACRED MUSIC.
To the Editor of the Scottish Congregational Magazine.

DEeAR 81r,—You may not, perhaps, be disposed to begin your Fotr-
PENNY with strife, and especially with strife about harmony. Yet even
a strife abont harmony may be a harmonious strife. At any rate, I can
assure my antagonist, that he will find me, in regard to the only point
at issue in the following remarks, in the position of one desirous of being
convinced that he is wrong; and holding out to him, therefore, an en-
couraging hope of success, seeing inclination gives such proverbial force
to arguments, and what we like we are so prone to approve. The re-
marks are extracted, substantially, from an exposition of the last of the
Psalms.

I am, dear Sir,

Yours cordially,
R. W.

IN the psalm, ¢ every thing that hath breath” is summoned to praise
Jehovah,—to ¢ praise Him for his mighty acts,”—to * praise him
according to his excellent greatness.” It is specially to the manner in
which the summons is to be complied with, the manner in which the
praise is to be offered, that I now request attention :—* Praise him with
the sound of the trumpet : praise him with the psaltery and harp: praise
him with the timbrel, and dance : praise him with stringed instruments
and organs: praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the
high-sounding cymbals.”

We have in these verses an enumeration of musical instruments, most
of which are mentioned in other parts of scripture, but some hero only.
About more than one of them different opinions have been enter-
tained, into the discussion of which I should reckon it little better than
a waste of time to enter with critical minuteness. Of the TRuMPET
nothing requires to be said, save that then, it may be presamed, as now,
there were varieties of this wind instrument, differing in tone and in the
compass of notes in the scale embraced by them. The psaALTERY and
HARP were both stringed instruments, of which the cords of the one
were struck with the plectrum or quill, while those of the other were
twanged with the fingers. The TIMBREL was a hoop with a cover of
parchment tightly stretched upon it, and beat with the fingers to the
time of the tune; very much the same with what is well known to you
all by the name of the tambourine. The word rendered dance properly
signifies & PIPE; (the idea of the dance being associated or inferred rather
than expressed :)—and the timbrel and pipe are commonly connected —
the former being beaten to the tune played on the latter. The orGaN!
alack-a-day! how different the instrument so designated by our tran-
slators and by those of the Septuagint, from the grand, compf‘i,cated, and
powerful one now known by the same name! The latter instrument was
then, and for many a century afterwards—even far down in the Christian
era—altogether unknown. The only point of correspondence between
it and the bumble instrument here called by the same name, lay in both
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being conz)oaed of a series of pipes or tubes of various lengths. The
organ of the scriptures appeats to have been little if at all different from
what goes by the name of Pan’s pipe; consisting of seven reeds, of regu-
larly adjusted lengths from the longest to the shortest, placed nnder the
nether lip, and played upon by blowing into them with the mouth. The
cYMBALS were what you are all familiar with,—hollow plates or hemi-
spheres of brass, which were struck against each other, with a ringing
sound, in time to the instruments of music.

It is deserving of special notice, that neither heart nor voice is here at
all mentioned. Are we to conclude from this that neither was required ?
Assuredly not. 'We are rather to consider both as pre-supposed, or taken
for granted. There would be no praise without them. Praise implies
the utterance of sentiment and feeling. There is no praise otherwise.
The instruments enumerated, and as wany more as you may imagine
added to the list, can produce nothing more than sound. But mere sound
is not praise. The mind and heart are the true seat and source of praise.
The voice gives it expression. The various instruments are, and can be,
no more than mere accompaniments. They express nothing. DBut praise
is the expression or utterance of thought and emotion. The mind con-
ceives the sentiment ; the heart feels it; the voice utters it. That is
the praise. Combine all the possible powers of instrumental music :—it
is properly no part of the praise :—it 1s designed only, as an accompani-
ment, to give the praise impression and effect.

The question respecting the use of instrumental music in the worship
of the New Testament Church, is one which has not a little divided the
opinions of good men. The OrcaN has now become so much appropri-
ated to the purpose, as to have almost contracted a kind of sacredness ;
80 that in many minds the argument is hardly ever associated with any
other instrument. With such it is simply an argument whether an organ
may or may not be used in worship. And there can be no doubt thas
that wonderful instrument, above all that have preceded and accom-
%anied, or are likely to follow it, is admirably adapted for sacred music.

here is in it so exquisite a combination of power and sweetness, of ma~-
Jjesty and melody, of thunders and whispers, of the softest breathings of
plaintiveness and the most thrilling and overwhelming grandeur, as ren-
ders it incomparably the best adapted at once for the simplicity and sub-
limity of sacred music. And one of its peculiar excellencies is, that of
all instruments its tones bear the closest resemblance to those of the
human voice. It breathes ;—it all but speaks. Still, however, the ar-
gument must needs be a general one. It must respect, without the
selection of one instrument more than another, the use of instrumental
music in general. I shall briefly state my view of the question,—which,
I frankly confess, is somewhat different from what it once was,—in a
series of observations.

1. AU music, as already hinted, is worthless without the heart. It
matters not whether it be vocal, or instrumental, or both, If the affec-
tions of the heart be not engaged, the most perfect modulation of sounds
is not praise. What Paunl says of spiritual gifts without love may, with
equal truth, be said of it ;—it is but ““a sounding brass, and a tinkling
cymbal,”—that is, a cymbal sounding by itsclf its monotonous and irk-
some clang. This observation requires ncither illustration nor proof. In
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the principle of it, it will be at once and universally granted. There
wants nothing but a deeper, more abiding, and more influential impres-
sion of it. It is to be feared, that when we are singing, we too often
forget it. 'We see the words in the book ; and from the book they pass
to the eye, and from the eye to the lip, with hardly a conscious impres-
sion on the mind, or emotion in the heart. And this we call our song of
praise. Yet, when it is thus, there is no praise in it. Do not we, in
this way, too frequently stand chargeable with ¢ mocking God with a
solemn sound upon a thoughtless tongue?” Let us beware of it ; and
remember that our song is a song of acceptable praise, only in as far as
the mind and heart are engaged in it.

2. The giving utterance or expression fo the sentiments of the mind,
and the accompanying emotions of the heart, in musical sounds,—sounds
adapted to the state of the feelings,—lively or plaintive, solemn or
sprightly, elevated and strong or low and feeble, as one state of feeling
or another prevails,—appears to be the dictate of nature. Its universal-
ity is sufficient proof of this. And there is, moreover, in musical sounds,
an amazing range of influence over the mind; in exciting cheerfulness or
melancholy ; in lighting up the countenance with the smile of pleasure,
or drawing from the eye the trembling tear or the bursting gush of ten-
derness ; in rousing the ardours of martial courage, or melting the hardi-
est spirit to the softness of pity; in changing and controlling the moods
of the mind in the most sudden and extraordinary manner, in a degree
beyond belief, were it not so amply verified by experience and testimony.
The experience, of course, is very various in {ind and measure, accord-
ing to—not only the skilfulness of the musician—but the kind and
measure of susceptibility in the listener. Some, who have little or no
mausical ear, and consequently little or no sensibility to the influence of
which I speak, marvel greatly, and smile incredulously, when they wit-
ness or hear of the effects upon others. They pronounce it affectation.
But this does not disprove it ; any more than the insensibility of a blind
man, or of a man devoid of taste for the sublimities and beauties of
nature, disproves the reality and force of their influence.

On all such subjects it behoves us to speak generally. I need not
say that music is not devotion ; nor are all the feelings which music alone
can inspire, devotion :—and it is one of the dangers arising from the influ-
" ence of music on the susceptible ear and heart, that it is apt to pass
itself upon the deceived miud for piety, while it is nothing more than the
result of a more than ordinary sensibility to the charms of sound,—a
fine ear, and a fine taste. Yet this much is not to be questioned, that
good music tends to bring the mind into a state that is, if I may so
express it, congenial to devotional feeling and impression ;—allaying,
for example, its little fretting and disturbing passions, and soothing it
into tranquillity. Was there no acknowledgment of its power in
this way, when the prophet Elisha, moved with indignation by the
presence aud known character of the king of Israel, said—* Bring me
a minstrel 2”

3. Instrumental music, it is freely admitted, cannot in itself be wrong
as an accompaniment and assistant in devotional exercises:—for we
know that of old it existed by divine appointment. The music, indeed,
if such it might be called, originally instituted in Israel, was of a very
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limited and simple kind. It was confined to the blowing of trumpets
and cornets in connexion with some of their sacrifices and festivals. It
has been conceived, however, that the reason of this was simply the
adaptation of the institution to the existing state of the art. For, in a
later period of their history, we find music introduced in all the variety
and excellence to which it had then attained. This was under the ad-
ministration of David, the sweet singer of Israel. We might have been
tempted to think, from his own proficiency in the art and fondness for
it, that this was done by David according to his own suggestion and his
own taste and fancy. But it was not so. The inspired record expressly
tells us, that it was all done by divine order and direction; as, on
reflection, indeed, we might previously have concluded to be probable.
In 2 Chron. xxix. 25, it is said of Hezekiah — *“ And he set the
Levites in the house of the Lord, with cymbals, with psalteries, and
with harps, according to the commandment of David, and of Gad the
king’s seer, and of Nathan the prophet : for so was the commandment of
the Lord by his prophets.” David, then, did not presume to introduce
any innovation into the temple worship, of his own mind : what he did
was done by divine prescription.

4. In the New Testament, not a single hint is to be found of the use
of instramental music in the public worship of God, under the gospel
dispensation :—Nor (we may add for the sake of any whom it may
concern) are there any traces of it to be found in the history of the
church for at least seven or eight centuries,—and, according to some,
for a considerably longer period. Now, for my own part, my present
conviction is, that this ought to decide the question with regard to our
practice. Even David did not venture to introduce into the Jewish
worship what had not the direct sanction and injunction of Jehovah.
Are we warranted to do so now? The use of instrumental music ap-
pears to have been abolished, or to have fallen into desuetude, along
with the other external rites of the former ceremonial,—the system of

ly elements.” It is against my will that I have come to this
conclusion :—but I am unable to resist or evade it. It is not enough to
remind us that the practice in question existed before the Mosaic law;
ad therefore, not forming a part of \it, was not necessarily abolished
with it :—for so did sacrifices, and so did circumcision. Neither will it
do to refer us to the harps of the Book of revelation. It is true that
these are introduced there in the descriptions of the highest and purest
ad most gpiritual of all worship, the worship of heaven :—but that

k is constructed on the principle of symbolical imagery, and is full

allusions to the abrogated rites of the ancient dispensation,—the

vitical system. We have the sea of glass, the ark of the covenant,
the candlestick, the altar of incense, and the temple of God itself.
Singing is, in the Apostolic writings, repeatedly mentioned as a part of
New Testament worship—but nowhere is any hint given of more :—
aud the true and proper description of the praises of the Christian
Cllureh is that given by the Apostle Paul,—¢ In psalms and hymns and
®piritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto the Lord.”
.9 This, after a.fll, does appear to accord best with two great dis-
tinguishin principles, or characteristics, of the whole New Testament
']Mm,—f mean, simplicity and spirituality. These pervade and
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characterise it throughout. Not that we bave nothing external,—
no outward observances. We have. But still they are distinguished
by simplicity and spirituality. Nor is this all. For such as do exist,
we have direct divine authority. We can appeal in behalf of them,
against Quakers and others, to our statute-book. But as to instru-
mental music, every thing that is anywhere said of this department of
worship teaches us, not the use but the absence of it. The argument, I
admit, is more of a negative than a positive character. But there is a
harmony between this absence and the nature of that dispensation, of
which its divine author himself said—* The hour cometh, and now is,
when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in
truth : for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a spirit ;
and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” I
have nothing to do with the practices and enactments of our fore-
fathers,—with the decisions of councils, and assemblies, and civil judi-
catories. Some of them we may respect ; but to none of them can we
concede an atom of authority. I leave them to those churches which
fancy they have a right to legislate for themsclves, and which own the
power of the civil magistrato in matters of religion. We profess to look
simply to our New Testaments, and to own no other authority what-
ever as binding but that of Christ and his Apostles, as we find it there.
To this the appeal must come at last. Many plausible things, I am
well aware, may be eaid in behalf of instrumental music, on general
principles:—but they are things which may be balanced by considera-
tions of a similar description, not perhaps less plausible, against it.
But, when we have compared, and discussed, and tried to determine the
preponderance, we have done little to the purpose ; sceing, after all, we
must turn to the statute book for the final settlement of the question.
When we have stated and defended our respective plausibilities, and
put the best face upon them all, the matter must come in the end to
this simple appeal,—He who ¢ knows what is in man,” and who knows
too what is most suitable to the nature and ends of the different sys-
tems of religious observances he is placed to institute,—must himself
decide the point. And on the present subject, the very lowest ground
wo can possibly take is, that, where he in his inspired record of New
Testament facts, and truths, and duties, gives us no command, and no
example, we are at least safest to abstain. If any one will prove that
mere negation,—mere silence,—is no sufficient ground on which to rest
our conclusion, I shall be glad, as I have already said, in the present
instance, to be convinced. But I dread precedents. I dread, that is,
admitting, or seeming to admit, a general principle which appears so
rilous in the lengths to which it might lead, as—that we are at
iberty to do, according to our own judgment or fancy, whatever is not
Forbidden.

6. We siNa. We have clear authority for this. A question, then,
arises, and consequences of practical importance depend upon it—Why
have we music a¢ all? I answer, for three reasons, all very obvious.
1. Music is one of the natural modes of uttering mental feeling. 2.
Music is a means, according to the constitution of our nature, of exciting
and heightening such feeling. And 3. Without music there could not
well be any such thing as public, social, congregational praise. There
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oould be nothing but confusion and dissonance, at once grating to the
ear and disturbing to the mind.

If singing, then, is the appointment of God, and certainly designed
for a beneficial purpose ; and if it be the only music that has the direct
warrant of the New Testament, as authorized by Him in the churches of
Christ,—it surely is no far-fetched and impotent conclusion, that we
ought to make the most of it: not, indeed, for the mere gratification of
the ear and the taste, but for the proper ends of worship. If we are to
sing, we should sing well. If we are to have vocal music, it should be
the best of its kind. And mark what I mean by the best : not difficult,
intricate, complicated measures, which none but refined amateurs and
practised performers can be expected to follow, and even they with not
a little of previous preparation and rehearsal. These, for sacred worship
—the simple worship of the New Testament, and for a public congrega-
tion, would be, not the best, but the very worst.

At the same time it should not be forgotten, how very much here
depends upon custom. Not a few tunes, which, to a Scottish congrega-
tion, would seem complicated and unmanageable, and would silence a
large majority of the audience, are sung amongst our Southern neigh-

urs with perfect case, familiarity, and harmony. While the general
character of the music should be that of grave and dignified simplicity,
at an equal distance from lilting and drawling, there should be studied,

at the same time, an adaptation of the tunes to the subjects of tho
]{raise ; solemn to solemn, cheerful to cheerful ; yet the cheerful without
ightness, and the solemn without dulness.

To “bands,” as they are termed, “ of singing men and singing women,”
selected for their voices alone, without regard to their characters, and set
W to lead the most spiritual, devotional, and delightful part of the
worship of God, it were but a feeble expression of my repugnance to sa{,
that Ishould regard an organ or any instrumental music, as incomparably
less objectionable. They are an utter abomination. But when voico
and character are united ; when 2 number of the members of a church
and congregation, of godly reputation, by sitting together in one pew,
or even in knots of smaller numbers in different parts of a place of
worship, can give combined aid to the principal conductor of the music,
and impart its full effect to the singing, by at once leading and animat-
10g the assembly, marking time and infusing spirit ; so far from such
alamangement being objectionable, it is, on every ground, most desirable,
aud the very next thing at least to an incumbent duty. While it is
trie, and ought mever for a moment to be absent from our remem-

rance, that the main concern is the spirit of devotion, and that with
that spirit the very worst music is better than the best without it ; yet
1 cannot be questioned, that in our northern part of the island, a great
deal too Jittle attention is bestowed on this part of public worship. Some
of the old psalm tunes, like some of the old Scottish airs, are exquisite
Specimens of ¢ grave sweet melody.” But, oh, what murder is often
Perpetrated in the singing of them ! It would be well if some one of the
“chief musicians” of our Israel would sketch out a plan for the general
Improvernent of our congregational singing. I am sure, Mr. Editor, you
would give such a plan, were it ono that promised at all to be effectual,
th room and recommendation.



Poetry.

THE SONG OF PRAISE.

Is there a sound so heavenly sweet,
A strain devotion loves so well,
As when harmonious voices meet
The sacred song of praise to swell ?
Thoughts of divine emotion dwell
In the cnraptured burst of praise ;
And feelings—more than words can tell—
Blend sweetly in the holy lays,
By love, and hope, and gladness given,
To fill the listening ear of Heaven.

Oh! when the mounting soul aspires
To waft its music to the throne,
And earthly hopes, and vain desires,
With all their feverish dreams are gone,
And sentiments of nobler tone
Displace the sordid cares of time ;
Then communing with God alone,
The spirit breathes a purer clime,
And Faith surveys with raptured eye
The face of living Deity.

When evening shuts the dewy flower,
And shadows veil the mountain side,
How sweet, from some sequestcred bower,

To hear the strains of Zion glide
On the calm ear of eventide,
Diffusing holier peace around ;
Till fancy, with an angel guide,
ms placed on consecrated ground,
And hearkens from the star-lit sky,
Sweet chords of heaven’s own minstrelsy.

But sweeter far when Sabbath morn

Its hallowing influence spreads abroad,
To hear the vocal incense borne

Serenely in the house of God.
The seraph, from the land untrod

By mortal foot, might linger near,
‘While, touched by inspiration’s rod,

The tide of praise flows rich and clear,
And deem the music soft and slow,
Like that where living waters flow.

The voice of praise! All nature weaves,
With myriad tongues, a glorious strain,—
It whispers in the forest leaves,
And peals high music from the main!
The sounding floods —the starry train,
Unite in minstrelsy divine.
And shall immortal man restrain
His gift of song from nature’s shrine,
Nor sweetly blend with nature’s lays
His harmonising notes of praise ?

Amidst the radiant hosts above
Supreme devotion ever glows;

And round the throne of perfect Love
The mingling tide of music flows.

Ju
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And when the tale of human woes
In shade and storm has passed away,
The heavenly harps that God bestows
Shall sound his praise through endless day,
In anthems that shall never die—
In songs that fill eternity. T
HappxgToN.

REVIEW.

The Literary History of the New Testament. London: Seeleys. 184J.
pp. 608.

Tae author of this invaluable work has issued it anonymously, which
we sincerely regret, as it is fit he should have the public repute of a pro-
duction in the highest degree honourable to his learning, ability, industry,
a2d judgment. To every competent reader the merits of this volume
Must have speedily commended themselves, without the prestige of a name.

But even this apparent disadvantage—the absence of a preliminary

Security for the capability and principle of the author—is supplied by the

Introductory recommendations ” of the Rev. Edward Bickersteth, and
the Rev. Dr. Pye Smith.

. Now that critical science applied to the sacred books is so highly cul-
tvated, and obnoxious to the errors and excesses which, in every depart-
ment of knowledge, a sanguine fervour is sure to create, the educated

bristian must have a competent acquaintance with *the literary his-
tory of the New Testament,” as a means of reasonable protection from
theories of scripture interpretation which may otherwise perplex and over-

his understanding. This is the more needful, because the taste for
8acred criticism which is now happily extending, and much of the discipline
by wehich that taste is cultivated, have come from a quarter in which the
uses to which sacred criticism has been applied, and the results to which
it led, cannot receive our approbation equally with the industry and
l‘?&rning which have been expended on it. There are many, too, who
either from imperfoct early training, or the want of means, cannot come
3t the voluminous and expensive works out of which a “ literary history”
OX  their own compilation might be drawn. The man therefore who con-
deniges the substance of many volumes into one of moderate compass, and
COngoquently of moderate price, and so condenses as to bring his reader
Dearly, if not altogether, to the certainty and accuracy of knowledge to
be atiained by a perusal of the works themselves, does a mighty service
YO the cause oty trug This author has done this good service well. A com-~
E:nt witnees, Dr. Pye Smith, says, I feel it a duty and a pleasure to
\r my glad testimony to the learning, in particular sacred and ecclesi-
8tical, the indefatigable diligence, the wide research, the candour and

"‘Esuﬁnlity, and the sound judgment, which characterize this welcome

ition to our national literature.” It is no mere compilation. The

uthor is a man who has the ability and materials to judge for himself.

_“No man,” says the author in his preface, “is truly religious who does not love

bis religion, and love, as well as reverence, the sacred books in which that religion.
New Series.—Vor. VI. C
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is comprised. Yet, the New Testament is recognized as the rule of faith by multi-
tudes who never have given the divine volume an intelligent perusal, much less have
learned to appreciate 5lle internal evidence of its inspiration in the matchless narra-
tives of the Evangelists, or in the profound wisdom and sublime eloquence of the
gpistlcs. There have been critics, it is true, who have admired the books of the

ew Testament as compositions, and yet have not received the apostolic doctrine,
But that believer is the more inexcusable, who, while deferring to the authority of
the scriptures, can be satisfied without making himself familiar with all the treasures
of wisdom which they contain, and with all the sources of interest which, on a de-
vout perusal, they disclose.”

Any thing like an analysis of a work which enters minutely and
specifically into the literary history of each of the books of the New
Testament is impossible. A specimen or two of the manner of the
author will certify all that has been said in its favour, and much more
that might have been said.

Thaus of the spirit proper to the inquiry:—

¢ Christianity—and the same may be said of the book of God—never reveals
itself fully except to our love. Sympathy is the only key that will put us in ag::
session of the true beauties and full import of the sacred writings. To an
tionate study of the scriptures, a thousand minute indications of the divine Spirit
are intelligible, which criticism overlooks, and scepticism could not understand.
The wise and the learned stumble over difficultics which the simplicity of a child
can easily surmount. There is something absolutely revolting in the spirit of
insolent cross-examination which has characterized the treatment of the sacred
volume by some christian critics and commentators; as if the veracity and authority
of the inspired writers, rather than the faith, or intellectual satisfaction, or piety of
the inquirer, were staked on the investigation. Let us remember, we are not to
judge the scripture: the scripture is to judge us. Wo to him who comes to the

ew Testament in the spirit of an accuser, instead of a penitent; not to learn, but
to impugn.”

Of the specific design and character of John’s gospel :—

“The Gospel of John Knnakes 8o obviously of a supplemental character—filling
up in an exact manner the hiatus left in various parts of the account given by the
other Evangelists of our Lord’s public ministry, that there can be no reasonable
doubt of its having been written after Matthew's, if not after those of Mark and
Luke. Clement of Alexandria, speaking of the order of the gospels according to
what he had learned from presbyters of more ancient times, says: ‘Last of all,
John, observing that in the other gospels those things were related which concern
the humanity of Christ, and being persuaded by his friends, and also moved by the
Spirit of God, wrote a spiritual gospel” This implies, not only that John wrote
last of the four, but also that he had seen the other three gospels. Eusebius gives
a similar statement of his having written to complete the accounts given by the
preceding Evangelists,. But these traditions, which have no historical evidence as
their basis, can claim only to be regarded as ancient opinions or conjecturcs. The
distinction which Clement draws between John's gospel and the other three, is by
no means accurate or judicious. No Evangelist has portrayed the softer lineaments
of our Lord’s humanity with so much vividness, delicacy, and beauty as the beloved
disciple. No other gospel possesses, if we might be allowed the expression, 80
strong a biographical interest. While Matthew is the apologist, and Luke the his-
torian, John may be regarded as the biographer of his divine master. The others
record his actions, his discourses, his sufferings, in common with John; but it is in
h.u gospel only that we meet with such disclosures of the inmost feelings and affec-
tions of the Saviour, and such touches of deep pathos, as, to instance two passages:
‘ When Jesus knew that his hour was come, that he should depart out of this world
unto the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them unto
the end’ ‘When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple standing by whom he
loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son: then saith he to the dis-
ciple, Behold thy mother.” These surely are incidents which concern and illustrate
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‘the humanity of Christ.” It is true, nevertheless, that the design with which John
composed his was, as declared by himself, to confirm believers in the faith,
that Jesus is, in the highest sense, the Son of God.”

Most judiciously has he executed his task with reference to the Apo-

7 ” where so many have groped

ealmao,—“ guiding his bhands wittingy
blindly. In the tenor of these concluding remarks on this part of the

inspired record, we entirely concur.

“In the precedin%l rapid review of the apocalyptic visions, the writer's aim has
been, to throw out the grand outlines of the prophetic narrative by the light which
history casts upon the mystic scroll, in order that the full evidence of its divine
inspiration and authority may be at once perceived. Many persons who have been
Erplexed by the erroneous and conflicting theories of commentators, will doubtless

surpnsecf' at finding how large a proportion of the Apocalypse is plainly legible
by means of the historic key to the prophetic cipher. More especially will they
be struck with the very subordinate importance of those questions which have
occupied the principal attention of expositors, and given rise to interminable specu-
lation and controversy, and, above all, with the slender foundation afforded by the
sacred text for the visionary schemes of ancient and modern millenarians. Those
who adopt the hypothesis, that the millennium, whether understood of a period of
earthly happiness or of calamity to the church, is past, are bound to show by his-
toriu{ evidence when it commenced and terminated. But, if it be still future, it
is not within the legitimate province of the biblical expositor to supply the inter-
pretation. It is, indeed, strange, that it should not be at once perceived, that the
interpretation of unfulfilled prophecy is prophecy; nay, that to interpret what is
mysteriously indicated, requires a preternatural knowledge of the future, on the
part of the exfpositor, even superior to that of the prophet himself, who may be
unconscious of the precise import of his own predictions. Thus, we find the pro-
phet Daniel unable to understand the visions which were presented to him, till he
was ‘made to know the interpretation of the things.’ There would seem to be no
difference, in this respect, between a vision or dream, and a recorded prediction.
Respecting both the question put by Joseph to Pharaoh's officers seems equall
pertinent, ‘Do not interpretations belong to God?* In those cases, then, in whic
the interpretation has not been given, it surely ought to be presumed, that it is re-
served to be unfolded by the event, and that all attempts at a prior? explanation are
alike unauthorized and &llacious. Experience tends to establish the same conclusion.
There cannot, perhaps, be adduced a single instance in which a prediction relating
to a fature event has been correctly interpreted before its fulfilment. Were all
the volumes that have been put forth upon unfulfilled prophecy, and every word
that has been written upon the subject of the millennium, committed to the flames,
not a scintilla of scriptural light would be extinguished, not a particle of real infor-
mation lost. The design for which the Apocalypse was given, does not require
that its undeveloped mysteries should be expounded by predictive speculations;
nor can the evidence of its divine authority be strengthened by anticipating what
time alone can interpret.”

The contents and marginal headings, combined with an ample index,
make it of easy reference. It is an able, useful, invaluable book.

CRITICAL REGISTER.

The Cross of Christ: The Call of God: Saving Faith. An Inquiry into the Complete-
ness and Extent of the Atonement, with especial reference to the Universal OZa- gtlw
Gospel, and the Universal Obligation to Believe. By Robert 8. Can .D.
Edinburgh: Johnstone. 1845. pp. 157.

Taz recent discussion of the “ Extent of the Atonement” has been accompanied with
circumstances which, considering the fundamental importance of the subject, are
greatly to be tted,—circamstances which kept the disputants hovering about
the accideats of the question, so that the point of the question, the only point of
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any consequence which divides the parties, has been greatly obscured. We exceed-
ingly regretted, therefore, that in the midst of the painful discussion in the Seces-
sion Church, a jealous and morbid Calvinism (for in sooth the views of Dr. Candlish
on the occasion of the Bicentenary, which were objected to, could not have awak-
ened the alarm of any thing but a morbid Calvinism,) should have been suffered to

this gentleman into a kind of incidental diseussion, such as that which appeared
in the Free Church ine, of which the present volume is a reprint, witﬁ a pre-
liminary dissertation. We regret this, because there seems to us, in Dr.C.’s manner of
treating this question—in that kind of see-saw, wriggling motion betwixt the opposite
views of it, a very great resemblance to the same manifest blemish in the first volume
published by Dr. Marshall, on the same side of the controversy.

Even if Dr. Candlish had, after maturer examination of this u?uestion, retained
substantially the same views as we conceive him to hold, he would have probably
expressed them in such a manner as more effectually to protect him from the charge
of holding sentiments incongruous with, and contradictory to, each other. The
universal offer of the gospel may be made, and is made sincerely, but not consistently
or logically, by those who hold Dr. Candlish’s views of the extent of the atonement.
“The universal obligation to believe” is urgently and zealously g)ressed upon sinners,
but we cannot comprehend the argument by which those who hold a limited atone-
ment prove that obligation. That we do not greatly wron%l the respected writer in
this statement, will be plain from these words, p. 4, “ The third inqui:z‘;:ving
reference to the precise bearing of Christ's death upon the world at large, including the
unbelieving portion of it, is the very question which we declined, and must decline to
answer, or at least to answer categorically, or so as to exhaust the inquiry; rr
BEING OUR OPINION THAT HOLY SCRIPTURE HAS NOT GIVEN MATERIALS FOR ANY
VERY EXPLICIT DELIVERANCE UPON THAT POINT!”

‘While we take these necessary exceptions to Dr. Candlish’s theology on this grand
doctrine, we joi'fully testify to the versatility and vigour of mind which, in the
midst of manifold engniements unfavourable to the labours of the student, could
produce a work in which so many correct principles of scriptural interpretation are
stated ; and a doctrinal discussion is maintained with so remarkable acuteness, and
general knowledge of the divine word. This volume is valuable as exhibiting in
what manner this class of opinions is held by those who mingle much with men,
who have attained to what are, in our judgment, clearer and more scriptural, and,
without controversy, different views on the extent of the atonement.

Select Remains of the late Rev. Alexander Campbell, Pastor of the C tional
Church, Greenock : with the Sermon preached on the occasion of his deaﬁ By the
Rev. Ralph Warldlaw, D.D. And a Memoir. By the Rev. John Kennedy.
Glasgow : James MacLehose. 1845. pp. 859.

Havixa already given the opportunity to our readers of judging by specimen of
the quality of this volume; ancro having given the commendation that was due to
the very finely executed Memoir by Mr. Kennedy, we have only now to direct the
attention of our readers to the various “ Remains” of our beloved friend.

1."Lectures on the Duhnguwll:‘g Principles of Evangelical Protestantism :—Well
adapted for the times. A difficult topic discussed with great nicety and vigour of

ysis ; in which Mr. C. a power which was more than any other
characteristic of his gifted mind.

2. Zion's Claims upon her Children :—A plea for lay agency, which should secure
a erusal by the members of those churches who long rejoiced in the name of

onary.”

8. Discourses :—In number, four. From one on the Marriage of Christians, we
have® given large extracts. And the one on Intemperance and its Remedy, is
worthy of deep consideration, as a calm and temperate discussion of a cause which
has been more damaged by its injudicious friends, than its secret or avowed foes.

4. Poetical Remains :—Not in the highest style of poetry, yet indicative of the
versatility of Mr. C.’s mind.

Dr. Wardlaw’s Sermon is characterised by all the pathetic power of his produc-
tions on such mournful occasions.

Philosophy of the Plan of Salvation. A Book for the Times. By an American Citizen.
Edinburgh: Ogle, a.nfd Oliver & Boyd. 1{45. PP- 215.

Qurte a book by itself. Somewhat novel, but most wise in method: clear and
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forcible in argument ; ve in spirit; and most convincing and satisfactory in
its conclusions. Its title is faulty, and likely to suggest a false impression of
its nature. Its characteristic excellence is, that by & consecutive process, at every
step of which the conviction of the reader is secured as by a moral demonstration,
the great truth is trinmphantly established, that “ CHRISTIANITY I8 THE TRUE RE~
LIGION, AND THE ONLY RELIGION POSSIBLE FOR HUMAN NATURE.” Christians should
read it for confirmation : the undecided, to know the reasonable grounds of imme-
diate and cordial reception of the gospel: the scriptural, for the calm and logical
settlement of their difficulties and objections. Inspiration itself may be resisted.
The living evidence—the demonstrative power—of the WoRrD itself be perverted :
and so this and all such arguments may be ineffectual. But, while a profounder
hilosophy, and even more faultless ratiocination may be found in other works, we
ve met with none which is so well adapted for all varieties of mind as this ; which
unites 80 much of sound philosophy and logical argument with popular and perspi-
cuous illustration.

May the spirit of truth bless it to many souls!

The Works of the English Puritan Divines. Bunyan. London: Nelson. 1845.

pp- 310.

Ta= unrivalled pre-eminence of the * Pilgrim” has cast into shade many precious
works that could have shone alone, but had no brilliancy in such company and
competition : and it has done the same wondrous office to other works by the same
immortal pen. Yet those righteous readers, who will judge of things upon their
own merits, will find, in “the Jerusalem Sinner Saved: the Pharisee and the Pub-
lican:” and the two other practical works of Bunyan contained in this volume, much
that is worthy of his venerated name. The short life prefixed by the Rev. James
Hamilton, has all the genuine characteristics of that gentleman’s fine mind and
christian spirit, with not so large a sprinkling of those “quaint conceits” in thought
and language, from which our friend’s maturer taste will doubtlessly deliver him.
This volume is 8 most promising commencement of this cheap series.

Fri Hints to Female Servants on the best means for promoting their own and their
Happiness. By Mrs. J. Bakewell. London: Snow. 1845. pp. 87.

‘WE honour Mrs. Bakewell above most female authors, for her * Mother’s Prac-
tical Guide.” This little work is calculated to be even more useful. So much in
small compass. Every thing is said, and well said, for the use of this most important
and much neglected class, Let ever{Ichristian mistress hand this as a present to
her servant on entering the family. Nothing could be done more friendly to :X
young servant, than to induce her to peruse and follow these hints. “ A for
edition—fifth thousand.” We wish it a fiftieth edition, and 50,000 of each.

The Juvenile Missionary Offering. Edited by James Ballantyne. pp. 138.
The Juvenile Missionary Annual. Edited by James Ballantyne. Edinburgh: Gall.

1546. pp. 132.

CxrTAIN of a large sale as New-Year's gifts by christian parents and friends.
INluminated covers, gilt edges, attractive illustrations, are the mere outside symbol
of the genunine worth within. The articles are all original; and, in general, most
suitable for the young. Some of the pieces are perfect gems, and will be universal
favourites. The names of Huie, Montgomery, Edmiston, and of the other sex,
Sigom%(}ilben, and Luke, are sufficient to attest the excellence of these beau-
tifal boo)

As the editor contemplates a hi]g:‘er style of illustration next year, we hope he
will be encouraged to continue in his “ Annual and Offering.”

MONTHLY RETROSPECT AND REPOSITORY.

[The contents of this department are necessarily limited for this month, through
press of other matter.]
StaTE oF RELIGION.—The complaint is universal in all denominations that vital
religion is not making way. There is a want of aggressive power on the part of the
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Christian church. Christian societies may not be dissolving: their agegnte
number ma{be greater than in times past: the ample resources, the fraternal
sentiment, the spirit of liberality, and the public spirit of Christians, are distinct
and hopeful features of the time. But there is a want of spiritnnli?, vital earnest-
ness, prayerful energy in the church of Christ. What is to be done? Fellow-
Christians, LOOK TO YOURSELVES.

BEoIN THE YEAR WITH THE PURPOSE TO SPEND IT FOR Gop.—Form that purpose
deliberately, solemnly, in the presence of God. Seal that purpose with much
prayer. Preserve it alive by the same divine method.

nd may the Spirit of grace and holiness produce these fruits following, to the
praisc and glory of God :—More separation from the spirit of the world ; more inti-
mate fellowship with God ; more diligent and believing efforts to save souls from
death, and cover a multitude of sins.

Ovur DENoMINATION IN ENGLAND.—A week of special prayer has been appointed
and observed for the prosperity of true religion in our churches in England.
Many souls have humbled themselves before God, and his promises have not been
pled in vain. May the spirit of prayer thus evoked continue to quicken and fill
the hearts of our brethren. We would join our payers with theirs. We would ask
theirs for us, It is no matter of regret that the revival of true religion has been asso-
ciated with a desire for greater denominational efficiency. For as denominational
distinctions are just the divinely prescribed methods of Christian action, we do well
to have our “house” as well as our “soul” in order. But it is of supreme importance
that the subject of the increase of true religion be not mixed up or identified, as
certain parties in the newspaper press and otherwise are doing, with mere denomina-
tional statistics. The much esteemed and venerated mover in this solemn inquiry,
Mr. James, is himself, in some measure, the occasion of this unhappy confusion, by
the form of his observations in directing the attention of his brethren to the subject.
But it were infinitely to be regretted that this inquiry were to degenerate into a
mere return of chapels built, enlarged, multiplied, occupied, or deserted. All this is
well in its place. But the inquiry is more delicate nmr important than this. Itis:
‘What amount of reliiious principle and spiritual efficiency is there in those already

hered under the Christian standard? It were also greatly to be deprecated, that

rough imperfect reports of the candid observations of Mr. James, it were to be

inferred, that there is some morbid lethargy oppressing the Con, tional churches

in England, such a8 is not common to other denominations. ith the bitterest

t we assert the necessity of a quickening in every part of the Christian Church,

as well as in this. “Come from the four winds, O Spirit, and breathe upon these
slain, that they may live.”

THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE.—The cause of union has been advocated durin
the last month in different Earts of the country, before large and deeply interes
assemblies, principally by the gentlemen who were present at the conference in
LiverPool. The Provisional mmittce have issued a large and able address,

itory of the principles avowed at the Conference. Meanwhile the Euro
Continent and America answer to the general call for Evangelical Alliance. May
God pre-eminently direct the desires and counsels of his people, and sanctify ev
effort to make Christians what they ought to be toward himself, for in that dogru%
they be what they ought to be toward one another.

CaxToxN DE Vaup.—The collision betwixt the government of the Canton de Vaud
and the national clergy has reached a crisis. A large proportion of the clergy, who
refused to comply with the injunctions of the government with which they were
allied, and by which they were stipended, offered their resignation, which was to
take effect after the 15th December. Meanwhile the government reasserts its
assumed rights, and offers an opportunity of retractation to any of the resigning
ministers if they withdraw their resignation within the specified time. Already
forty who had resigned, for reasons assigned most solemn and weighty, and involving
important principles, have withdrawn their resignation!! In the present state of
partial development, therefore, it would be unsafe to characterise the movement.
All true Christians, and all haters of state-authority in religion, will watch the
movement with interest and prayer.
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AportTION OF THE CORN-LAws.—It is barely creditable to the statesman "of
different parties, that so long as mere injustice—oppression of the poor—detriment
to the prosperity of the trading classes—the general disquiet of the nation, and the

law of God, in his general providence, contend with party interest and the
influence of political connexions, such iniquitous laws as those which restrict the
supply, and raise the price of corn, will not be meddled with. It requires the
spectres of famine and misery—the deep murmurs which precede mercantile or
political convulsions, to open their eyes to the necessity of blotting out laws from the
statute-book, which, apart from all their consequences, are written down in avarice,
injustice, oppression, and falsehood. Let us be thankful to a kind Providence, that
by the token of some temporary calamity, however severe, it is proceeding to lift
from this suffering nation a curse and catastrophe that has rested upon all their
interests for thirty years.

DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE.

CHAPEL DEBT SCHEMBE.

ArPENDED to the present Number, will be found a condensed statement of the

made by the District Committees to the Central Board, at their General

Meeting, on the 29th October last. There is much to encourage the churches to
persevere and redouble their zeal in this most important undertaking.

It will be seen that, on the supposition that the churches continue to contribute
during 1846 and 1847 to the Free Fund, as they have done during 1845, the £9000
proposed to be raised as a Central Fund will be realized within a few hundred
pounds. But there must be no relaxation in our efforts. On the contrary, it is
confidently calculated that the general annual collection in January next will
greatly exceed the collection in anunr{ last ; and that those churches, of which
there are many, who have made no collection as yet, will not fail to do so on THE
LAST SABBATH OF JANUARY; and to make up for last year’s deficiency, their collection
should be double of its probable amount if made at the proper time. The churches,
too, which have subscribed nothing to the Free Fund, should do so ForTHWITH,
that the £9000 may not only be completed, but far exceeded; the necessity for
which must be apparent to every one who looks at the deficiency to be yet made

up.

This deficiency arises ﬁcigally from those churches which are burdened with
debt, not having subscri their due proportion to the Special Fund; . e. for
their own debt. The Board, in the prefixed report, have indicated what that
proportion in general is expected to be. Some churches, to their honour, have
exceeded it ; and a few have nobly determined to pay off their own debt, without
amistance from the Board; but at least twenty churches, which have subscribed to
pay off their own debt, have fallen far below the mark,—some one-third, others
one-half, and a few even more. And what is still more to be regretted, a consider-
able number, heavily burdened with debt, have subscribed nothing for its liquida-
tion. It ought to be remembered, that the fandamental principle of the Board is,
T0 HELP ONLY THOSE CHURCHES WHICH HELP THEMSELVES. Unless those churches
are determined to sit still under their heavy burden, they must exert themselves to do
teir duty, and that promptly. Were all the churches having debt to contribute
sny thing like the proportion referred to, for its liquidation, more than £3000 would
be added to the sum at present subscribed to the Special Fund ; and this, with the
Free Fund, would wipe off the debt from all the chapels.

The time is not far distant when the Board will be in a situation to commence
the distribution of the funds entrusted to them. Those churches, therefore, which
bave debt, and expect help, should IMMEDIATELY strain every nerve to be ready
with their proportion, that they may share in their distribution.

It is with deep regret and shame we learn, that nearly oNE-THIRD of the
churches in connexion with the Union have hitherto taken no part in the scheme.
This is discreditable and wrong. Have they no fraternal sympatlﬁv with the other
churches? What occasion more fit than the present to give it full manifestation ?

many of those churches have no debt of their own. But are they under
vo obligation to raise others to the same comfort and ease in which they themselves
rejoice? We trust they shall instantly escape from this stigma of churlishness.
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Others of them have no chapels, but are they not contemplating their erection
Do they not cxpect their brethren to lend them a helping hand? WaATsORVE
TE WOULD THAT OTHE:8 SHOULD DO TO YOU, DO YE ALSO 80 TO THEM.

The Board has again recommended, that the week preceding the last Sabbatl
in January be devoted to the collecting of additional subscriptions and donation
to both fands. This recommendation has hitherto becn very partially acted upon
Scarcely in any instance has there been a systematic canvass of every member of th
church and congregation, consequently many have given nothing, who would hav
subscribed, had they been called upon  Let this not be so in future. Let the poo
have full opportunity of doing their part in this noble work. Let the machinery b
prepared before hand, and effectually wrought during the collecting week, and th
sum wanting to complete the scheme shall be forthcoming.

Pastors and deacons, much depends on you! Only take the lead, and throw
yourselves e&:dmll 5' int?’ the movement u:zd lzhm is do:i the collec

25th of January, 1846, and the ing week, is ting weei
Jor the Chapel Debt l{ad. 9

RESIGNATION OF MR. MACLACHLAN, PASTOR OF THE CHURCH IN PAISLEY.

By the all-wise appointment of God, our cstcecmed brother’s health renders hin
unequal to the labours and anxieties of the office he has long and honourably
discharged, as pastor of the church in Paisley. The following letter from hi
people addressed to him on the occasion, must be the source of elevated satisfac:
tion and pleasure to him, as we are sure it will be gratifying to the many well
wishers of both the parties in this transaction.

PAsLEY, 6th Dec., 1845.
The Church Assembling in Gilmour Street Chapel, to their late
esteemed Pastor, Mr. M‘Lachlan. :

Honourep Sir,—Your letter addressed to the Deacons, resigning your charge
over us as a church, having been read to us, we deem it our duty to express to you
our deep feeling of regret at the severing of the tic that has so long bonudy us
together as pastor and people, and with so much advantage to us as a church.

And while we humbly submit to the all-wise appointments of divine Providence,
in thus depriving us of your valuable services, we would sympathise with you in

our affliction, and pray that God in his mercy may speedily re-establish your
‘Ymealth——that you may again be enabled to labour in Hi3 vineyard, and be useful, as

ou have hitherto been, in building up and comforting the souls of believers, and
gringing sinners into the fold of Christ. We bear testimony to your faithfulness
as a preacher of the gospel, and your steadfast adherence to the truth as believed
amongst us. We gratefully remember your disinterested and generous kindness
towards us in our pecuniary difficulties—that once and again you have given up of
your own accord your just claims upon us, that our temporal comfort as a church
might be promoted.

And now that we are as sheep without a shepherd, we have carnestly to solicit
an interest in your prayers, and desire that we may still be favoured with your
counsel and advice so far as health and circumstances may permit.

We avail ourselves of this opportunity of expressing our heartfelt sympathy with
your beloved partner in her severe and long continued affliction, nmfn our deep
sense of obligation for the kind interest she has ever manifested towards us. May
the Lord abundantly sanctify eve?" trial you have endured, and may He long
spare you together as helpers of each other's faith and joy; and when the purposes
of His Providence with you are finished here, may you have an abundant entrance
into His heavenly kingdom above.

Signed by the Deacons, in name and by appointment of
the Church.

ORDINATION AND MISSIONARY MEETING AT FRASERBURGH.

Ox Thursday, 13th November, Mr. A. G. Forbes, late of Campbelton, was
solemnly set apart to the gaston.l oversight of the church in Fraserburgh. Mr. Cook,
of Peterhead, preached the introductory sermon, from Psalm cx. 3,—* Thy people
shall be willing in the day of thy power.” The usual questions were proposed by
Mr. MKechnie, of Stuartfield, and answered in a clear and satisfactory manner by
Mr. Forbes, who stated at the same time his reasons for demitting his former charge,
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aud accepting the call of the church in Fraserburgh. His conviction was, that no
pastor could do justice to the field of usefulness T’[:resented to him in Campbelton,
without a knowledge of the Gaelic language. e ordination prayer was offered
up by Mr. MK ie, and accompanied with the laying on hands by the
assembled Presbyters. Mr. Kennea}) , of Aberdeen, gave the charge to the newly
ordained pastor, from 1 Cor. iv. 1,—* Let a man so account of us as the ministers
of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God;” and Mr. Murker, of Banff,
addressed the church from 2 Cor. viii. 5,—* This they did, not as we hoped, but first
gave themselves unto the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.” These services,
which occupied four hours, were characterised by appropriateness and solemnity.
In the evening the missionary anniversary of the church was held, Mr. Forbes
in the chair. The amount collected for various missionary and educational pur-
poses, exceeded £130, a sum larger than that reported on any previous occasion. In
addition to the brethren already named, the Rev. Messrs. Lind and Balfour, of the
Secession, and the Rev. Messrs. Donald and Murdoch, of the Free Church, (who
had likewise attended the ordination aervice,‘z addressed the meeting, which was of
amost animating and delightful character. A similar missionary meeting had been
beld the previous evening at Inveralochy, where many members of the church re-
side, and was a most exciting and interesting occasion.

The chapel in Fraserburgh was crowded both at the ordination service and at the
missionary meeting. The church received their pastor, not with unanimity merely,
but with the most devout thanksgiving to God for his mercy to them. e minis-
terial brethren who had the happiness of meeting with them, were more than grati-
fied by the continued evidence of their steadfastness in the faith, their love to one
another, and their undiminished zeal for the cause of Christ. Their trials have been
great, but they have redounded, we shall not say to their honour, but to the honour
of divine grace. Their prospects are most cheering, and the one sentiment which
pervaded their minds was, “ We thank God, and take courage.”

ORDINATION AT AYR.

Ox Wednesday, 3d December, Mr. John Hunter, who lately completed his studies
&t the Glasgow Theological Academy, was ordained to the pastoral charge of the
Cougregational Church at Ayr.

The commencing service, consisting of praise, prayer, and the reading of the
&Tiptures appropriate to the occasion, was conducted by Mr. Grant, of Cumnock.
An excellent and suitable “introductory” discourse, founded on Acts ix. 34, was

red by Mr. Swan, of Edinburgh; who also offered the ordination prayer,
the usual questions had been put to Mr. Hunter, and satisfactorily answered.
To the oung pastor thus ordained, by prayer and the laying on the hands of the
sembled pastors, Dr. Wardlaw addressed a solemn charge, founded on that of God
tJoshua.~ The address to the church was to have been delivered by Mr. Weir,
of Kilmarnock, but, owing to the length of the previous services, it was postponed
1o the forenoon of the following Sabbath, when it formed a very suitable introduc-
tion of Mr. Hunter to his sphere of pastoral labour.
In the evening there was a public meeting, the pastor of the church in the chair,
when interesting addresses were delivered by Messrs. Swan, Weir, and Grant. The
on the several services was highly encouraging. Mr. Hunter has en-
tered npon a large field of labour. It is our earnest prz:iyer that he may be greatl
of God in gathering souls unto Christ, and building up those who throug
8race have believeg.‘

DEATH OF MR. REID, OF LERWICK.

Ir is our melancholy duty to record the death of this veteran labourer in the
E:Eel. This esteemed and venerable minister of Christ entered into his joy on the
10th November. It is two years since he was able to preach. After repeated attacks
bis enfeebled frame gave way, and without a struggle he yielded up his soul unto

. Our correspondent describes his cnd as * gwce." Conscious of the approach

of death, he was not dismayed, but committed himself into the arms of a gracious
er. Joining in and soliciting the prayers of his christian friends around

him, he uttered his emphatic Amen in the memorable words, *Christ is
precious.” He had entered on his 74th year. “I do not think,” says our
informant, “that any man has ever lived in this country (I mean Shetland) so



42 Missionary Intelligence. . Jan.

generally, I may say, universally respected.” His mortal remains were followed to
their resting place by 8 numerous assembly of the most respectable inhabitants, and
by nearly all the male members of the church.

We hope to be able to present to our readers at no distant date, a more satis-
factory memorial of this venerable man.

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

THE FRENCH AT HUAHINE.

THE public have been already informed, through other channels, of the attempts
of the oppressors of Tahiti to extend the mockery of French protection to the Lee-
ward Islands. According to our latest direct intelligence, this dishonourable pro-
Jject has for the present been defeated by the vigorous determination of the people
to maintain their independence; and it might be hoped that no further efforts would
be made by a powerful enemy to usurp the rights and destroy the liberties of these
feeble but patriotic communities. Our uniform experience of French conduct in
Polynesia atfords, however, no substantial grounds for such an expectation, but leads
us rather to entertain the most kminful A{)prehcnsions of repeated and successfal

ions on these and other islands, unless prevented by the energetic and de-
uged interference of the governments of France and England. The following details
of the hostile visit of the French to Huahine, at the beginning of the present year,
with a view to the establishment of the Protectorate in that island, and of the failure
of this unrighteous undertaking, are related by the Rev. Charles Barff, a faithful
missionary on that island.

January 25, 1845.—A day big with fearful consequences to the island. Captain
Maison, of the French steamer Phaeton, hoisted the Protectorate-flag. It may be
numbered among the strange occurrences of the 19th century, that, unsolicited and
even protested against, the Protectorate of Philippe, is forced upon the Huahin-
eans. The circumstances are these:—Abont eight o'clock this morning, the
Captain of the French steamer landed at the Queen’s pier, having Haperoa, a
native chief, with him in the boat. At the command of the Captain, the men from
the steamer proceeded to erect a flag-staff, when Vahoe, one of the seven judges,
delivered the remonstrance of the Queen and Governors, and protested against the
ﬂngbemg hoisted ; but the Captain replied, that he must hoist the flag: he was

manded to do so by Governor Bruat, and he ordered the men to hoist it
accordingly, when the flag was instantly saluted by 21 guns from the steamer.

Nearly all the men were awa{ from the settlement at the time, cultivating their
lands. About noon, some of the Governors of districts arrived with their people,
and proposed under the impulse of the moment, pulling down the flag; but, on
second consideration, they sent for Captain Maison to come on shore to a public
meeting, when they repeated their protest against the flag being hoisted, and urged
the Captain to take it down, and take it away with him; but the Captain made
the same reply as before, namely, that he hoisted it at the command of Governor
Bruat, and could not pull it down again—they might do so if they thought proper,
bat he would have them first consider well. The flag was still flying ; and, in the
evening, when it was let down, 21 more guns were fired, either to honour the
taking down of the flag, or to salute Haperoa and Teraimano, as the heads of the
protectorate on Huahine, ander King Philippe !

The chiefs of the island happened to be all absent at Raiatea, except these two,
the rest having gone down to sympathise with Pomare and her family in their dif-
ficulties. Haperoa and Teraimano are first cousins: they have been two of the
most troublesome persons in the island, continually opposing the dae execution of
the laws, and bidding defiance to all law themselves—they are scarcely ever sober,
and it is well known that they have no real attachment to the French—the hope
of obtaining money, as the means of procuring what they so much like is their
only inducement.

‘an. 26.—Lord’s-day.—Fifty armed men landed from the steamer to remove the
flag-staff from the Queen’s pier to Haperoa’s house, where the flag now flies!
Spent the Sabbath at Mahabu, and preached twice to good and attentive congre-
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gations. I found the natives all round the island much depressed in spirits at the
new and formidable power forcing itself on them, though under the specious name
of protection: they fear it portends destruction to themselves and children!
Ha ve%drnnk all the day, perhaps in honour of his new dignity.

eb. 2.—The French steamer ton came in this morning, on her return from
the leeward. We learned that the Protectorate-flag had been hoisted both
on Raiatea and Borabora, but that it was pulled down by the natives im-
mediately after, and sent by the chiefs to Governor Bruat. The steamer left
almost immediately for Tahiti, threatening to return soon with one or two more
ships of war to blockade the Leeward Islands, and cut off the communication with
Pomare and her family on Raiatea.

Feb. 5.—Mauri, the Queen’s messenger, arrived from Raiatea, and called a
public meeting. He stated at the meeting that he was sent by Teriitaria, the
Queen of Hushine, to urge them to gull down the flag which they had allowed the
French to hoist. The governor and people expressed their readiness to comply
with his command, but Haperoa, and certain interested Frenchmen opposed it, and
threatened the people, if they should pull it down, with the indignation of France !
Haperoa, at the close of the meeting, sent the following impudent m e to
:ll:)e_Qneen :—“If she wished the flag pulled down, she must come herself and

“.

Feb. 12.—Early this morning, Teriitaria arrived from Raiatea to pull down the
flag herself. About four in the afternoon she assembled the people, and asked
them publicly whether they were for the French or for her ? when all answered
they were for her, and wanted no French. She immediately led them in a body to
Haperoa’s house ; at her command the people chopped down the flag-staff: after

demands the flag was delivered to her by Haperoa; and she has since
sent it back to Governor Bruat. The Queen talked very severely to Haperoa in
daring to seize what did not belong to him, and sell it to the French for a few

Feb. 13.—The rebels were brought to trial, and easily convicted : they were found
ﬂilty of rebellion, in seizing the sovereigmx of the island, sellinf it to the French,

the form of a Protectorate, for a few dollars, entirely supplanting the lawful
Queen Teriitaria, and putting themselves in her place under Philippe of France.
Teraimano and Haperoa acknowledged at the trial that they had received thirty
dollars each, and were promised a certain sum monthly if they continued the Pro-
tectorate. They were condemned to banishment from the island, with two accom-
plices, during the Queen’s pleasure.

Feb. 15.—The prisoners left for Raiatea. The day was tempestuous, but it
abated towards evening, and the Queen was anxious for their departure, lest the
French steamer should arrive and rescue them, and support them in their rebellion.
Their families were all permitted to retain their lands, houses, &c., and remain at
home. What has Christianity done for them ? Instant death would have been
the punishment in the days of heathenism, both to themselves and families.

'arch 2.—A French ship of war called off to-day, and the natives were alarned
lest they had come to hoist the Protectorate-flag by force. The religious part of the
natives attended the worship of God with devout attention; but numbers kept
sway ready to flee in case an attack was made. The Captain came into the
barbour with two large boats, and presented a letter from Governor Bruat to
Haperoa and the Governors under him; but, he having been transported for
rebellion, the letter was returned unopened, and the ship of war left without attempt-
ing to hoist the flag again.

TAHITL

Tas friend of missions will rejoice to learn that, although the liberties of Tihiti
still moarn under the hand of the oppressor, the word of God is not bound in that
decply-injnmd land. Amid the mountain fastnesses in which they have sought
secunity from a powerful and ungenerous invader, and where only they can breathe
the air of freedom, the suffering people cleave fast to their hol%tl;aith, and enjoy the
special presence of Him who is a present help in trouble. e missionary from
whose correspondence we derive this cheering intelligence, is permitted to make
Tegular visits to their place of refuge, and he bears testimony that God is with them
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in their deep affliction, sustaining their confidence, and manifesting his grace.
Though persecuted, they are not forsaken; though cast down, they are not de-

stroyed.

Tﬁe people (he observes) received me very kindly, and after service mentioned
several children of church-members, whose parents were anxious to have them
tized. As they were scattered many miles along the coast, I requested the church-
members in the camp to make known in the other districts that I would baptize
the children that day fortnight, if the parents would bring them to Papenoo. This
announcement considerably increased the number in the camp. I went, as arran
and after sermon baptized about fifty infants. Some adults applied for baptism, but
I did not think it advisable until I had seen the deacons of the districts from which
they came, and conversed with themselves upon the subject.

Iy made arrangements that day with the church in agenoo for administering
the Lord’s Squer upon my next visit. As Mr. Darling had not visited Papenoc
since the people assembled there, I invited him to accompany me. All previous
arrangements had been made by the people, the chapel enlarged, and a very nume-
rous congregation collected. Mr. D., as the senior, conducted the service.

In the afternoon about forty infants were bngtized, and some adults. The day
altogether was one which neither they nor we shall soon forget. It reminded me
of the days of other years, when, under their own vine and fig-tree, the people
assembled in peace, none daring to make them afraid. Among the infants were some
orphaas of the patriots who fell at Mahaena. The adults were all from my old dis-
trict. One family I knew formerly: at that time they were quite indifferent about
eternal things, and continued so up to my departure from the district. On this
occasion I was much surprised to sce them all present themselves as candidates fo1
baptism. During the most prosperous time of our mission, these parties remained
careless and unconcerned, and now that they have few religious privileges com.
p_:lred to what they once enjoyed, they have declared themselves upon the Lord’s
side.

Since the geople in the camp last enjoyed the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper,
they have suffered much. Then they assembled in their respective districts, each
church with its own pastor, and peace and comfort smiling over the scene. How
altered now! Many of their companions have fallen—fifty sleep together at Ma-
haena ; for twelve months they have endured the distress and anxiety attendant on
war; and their Queen is an exile on a foreign shore. The scenes ofy this day were
truly impressive.

e returned in the evening, leaving the natives very quiet—no wish or thought
of war—if they are not attacked, they will not attack. I never saw them more
peaceably di Upon such an oceasion you may be sure we thought but little
of the conduct of the French—we had higher subjects of contemplation. Not one
political word was uttered.

IRISH CHRONICLE.

ONE aim of our labours shall be to strengthen the bonds of union
betwixt the churches in this country and those in other parts. Alread
have we commenced a correspordence with some of our Welsh brethren,
that we may know more of them, and they of us. The fruits of this
correspondence shall appear in due time. With the churches of Ireland,
we have long maintained friendly and familiar relations, and have just
entered into arrangements for rendering that relation, in the way of
mutual knowledge and fellowship, more intimate and beneficial.

More than 100 copies of THE ScoTTIsSH CONGREGATIONAL MAGAZINE
are taken by the friends and supporters of the Congregational Union of
Ireland. They are therefore increasing their acquaintance with us.
‘We shall do all in our power, by a corner of our Magazine—* The Irish
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Chronicle”—to keep the claims of Ireland generally, and the operations
of that Society in particular, before the minds of our readers. Ep

The Rev. A. King, of Cork, thus writes, in answer to a communica-
tion of ours :—

My Dear Sm,—It is with peculiar pleasure and most pleasing anticipations I
comply with your suggestion, in thus introducing the ¢ Irish Chronicle” in connexion
with your monthly editorial labours. It is in every way proper and desirable that
the proceedings of the Irish Congregational Union should be known to the Inde-
pendent churches of Scotland. It is their daughter. 1t needs pre-eminently their
sympathy and support. It has hitherto received no regular and permanent aid from
them. They have not known, and therefore have not felt for the peculiar difficulties
of its position. [t has no organ of its own. Its case and claims require to be
chronicled for the information of the British churches. The official and accredited
records of British Non-conformity have been virtually, and some of them formally,
closed against it. It is now in a position that demands and deserves description
and representation in the literature of our body. The condition of the Irish people’
and the claims and labours of the Irish Congregational Union, must have their organ
in the Independent Press. Our Union has been constituted and conducted after
the model and upon the principles of your own, as ¢ Homs Missionary Society ;
aud many of its difficulties have arisen from its uncompromising and undeviating
adherence to those views of truth and duty, which you in Scotland regard as essen-
tial to the health and integrity of local Congregationalism.

It is therefore consistent, natural, gratifying, that the Irish Congregational
Union should seek and receive the countenance and aid of the intelligent, indus-
trious, and patriotic churches of Scotland ; and that in order to this, it should be
jl!nblicly and regularly represented in the pages of the Scottish Congregational

9gazine.

I'rejoice, therefore, that I have been permitted, in the kind providence of God,
to visit the Scottish churches, and to plead our Irish cause amongst them. And
while deeply gratefal for the kindness manifested by many dear friends in Scotland,
d greatly encouraged by their promises and proofs of sympathy, I can most truly
&Y, I regard as one of the most gratifying results of my visit, this plan, originated
by your own suggestion, for having a small department for Ireland, connected with
Your editorial labours in conducting the accredited organ of the Scottish churches.

As ] have undertaken that the wishes of our friends concerning this arrangement
shall be complied with, I may venture to promise, that, in addition to the reports
°f missionary work, extracts from the journals of agents, and incidents of pastoral
] evangelical labour, we will supply papers on religious and ecclesiastical subjects,
historical sketches, and characteristic notices, 50 as to present the state and claims
of Ireland, and of our body in Ireland, in a variety of aspects and relations before
Jour readers.

Prom this it may be confidently hoped, that your readers shall be made acquainted
itk % I'reland as she is;” and induced to put forth vigorous efforts to make her
“what she ought to be.”

To you and to our other friends who recently expressed a decp and intelligent
concern for the spiritual condition of Ireland, I beg to offer my best thanks. In the
ame of the Congregational Union of Ireland, I thank our Scottish friends for their
&ifts and promises to our work. And once more affectionately urging upon them
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the apostolic appeal,—* Brethren pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have
free course and be glorified, even as it is with you,”—I beg to subscribe myself, my
dear Sir, yours most faithfully, in the bonds of Christian love and esteeem,

A. Kiva.

DESCRIPTION OF A MISSIONARY DISTRICT.

Tre providence of God is forcing upon the attention of British Christians the
condition and wants of Ircland; and there is every reason to hope the time is not
far distant when she will receive the sympathy and help her case demands. We
are convinced much of the neglect she has hitherto met with is mainly to be attri-
buted to ourselves. We have not sufficiently made known her state,—we have
allowed our brethren in England and Scotland to remain in ignorance of her neces-
sities; and, thercfore, the thrice-told tale of heathen woes has wholly absorbed
their thoughts. But a better state of things is springing up. Those who have
visited the sister countries and laid before British churches our claims upon their
consideration, have met with a symg?thetic and liberal response. Information alone
is wanting to excite on behalf of Erin’s sons a portion of the christian zea} they
have shown towards other lands. It is pro; to farnish in the following paper,
lal:%w general statistics of the moral and religious condition of south-western

The district we are about to describe, including the counties of Cork and Kerry,
liea within the province of Munster; and in beauty of scenery, industrial reso
and extent of population, is not behind any district of Ireland. It is bound:
towards the north by the counties of Limerick, Tipperary, and Waterford; on the
east by the Irish Channel; and on the south and west by the long rolling waves of
the Atlantic. The population, at the last census, amounted in the ooung Cork to
854,118, and in Kerry to 293,880, making a total of 1,147,998. Of these, only
215,768 could read and write; 91,979 could read merely; and consequently 840,251
could do neither. And if such be the state of education, it can easily be imagined
what must be the moral and spiritual condition of the people.

The Protestants form but a very insignifieant minority. They are principally
confined to the towns, and in most places, for the last fifty years, have been, not
only proportionally, but actnally decreasing. We could name, for example, one
town where, fifty years since, they were the majority, but where now they number
only five families, whilst the population amounts to nearly three thousand.

e Roman Catholic Church alone has done her duty 1n caring for the religious
interests of this mass of immortal beings. She has in the county of Cork, 84 cha-
pels; supplied by 1 bishﬁp, 33 gﬂmh priests, 46 curates, and a well trained band of
the clergy. In Kerry there are 93 chapels, with 1 bishop, 43 parish priests,
44 curates, and the . They have in almost every town, and in many coun-

parishes, their religious societies, christian doctrine confraternities, and circulating
libraries; and the priests are active, vigilant, and self-denying in their exertions;
setting an example worthy of imitation by those engaged in a more enlightened
cause.

To evangelize this district, scarcely any thing worthy of a name has been done
by Protestants. By all sects and parties, with perhaps one cxception, it has been
left in its darkness, uninstructed, uncared for. And unless extraordinary exertions
are put forth, thousands must pass away without ever having the opportunity to
learn those spiritual truths which alone can free their minds from the abject and
d ing superstition by which they are enslaved.

e state of the Established Church is too well known to need detail. Its im-
potency and inefficiency have been published to the world; and the record will
ever remain a testimony against the evils of state churches. It is true that in the
extreme west of Kerry it ts of having within the neighbourhood of Dingle
eight hundred converts from Popery. But, without for one moment mshm& to
detract from the merit and reality of the work, we feel it only just to say that,
what real has been effected there, we are convinced from iersonal inquiry
has been effected by an agency eztraneous to the Establishment—that is to say, by
the agents of the Irish Sociit(f— tKerint.ended indeed by two pious cl en, and

tronised by the noble Lord of the Barony—who is a kalf dissenter. ould that

had more such clergymen and more such lords! But with this exception,
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if it be one, the Established Church has done nothing, or worse than nothing. It
has caused the name of Protestantism to be associated in the minds of the people
with all that is indolent, avaricious, and oppressive. And, notwithstanding its
princely revenues, instead of making aggression upon Roman Catholicism, it has
scarcely been able to retain its grou:i

The efforts of the Presbyterian body are of very recent date, and as yet have
been but contracted. It has a church in C—— in a somewhat respectable con-
dition; one recently revived in B——, but still very small ; a promising interest
at C——, quite in its infancy; and is making an attempt with some prospect of
success at F——. To these must be added the cause at M——, where there have
been several conversions from Popery, and much good done under the minist
of an active and zealous young man who preaches occasionally in the Inx
language. But we believe this is all the Presbyterian Church has effected for this
district.

The Wesleyans,—all praise and christian respect be to them,—are the only
body who have done any thing here towards the spread of evangelical religion that
deserves to be named. In most of the towns, and some of the villages, they have
meeﬁnﬁhoum; and whatever of spiritual life and of christian character and zeal
are to be found amongst the poorer Protestants of the south, must be mainl
attributed, under God, to their zealous and untiring efforts. In connexion wit
most of their chapels they have schools, and in two or three places day schools.
Bat still they have deemed their Mission to be principally if not solely to the
Protestants. The Roman Catholic mass of the people they have left almost un-
touched. In the face of bitter opposition they have laboured to give life to Pro-
testantism, and God has blessed their labours. But they have not as yet been able
to extend their exertions beyond it. And alas for those who dwell beyond !

The Con tionalists are the smallest and weakest of all the evangelical
bodies. They have an old Established Church at C——; a small one at M——,
recently taken under the care of the Irish Congregational Union; one at T—,
rudz to expire, under the shadow of another society, and a general agent engaged
zet e Congregational Union twelve months since, who extends his labours over

greater part of this district.

Such are the affecting aspects of Cork and Kerry—such is their spiritual destitn-
tion. There are indeed two or three minor sects, to which we have not alluded.
But they are so small, their number is not worth taking into the account. The
people—the thousands, are left, or have been left, in all their ignorance to the
almost undisputed control and dominion of the Romish Priesthood. A consider-
able number, who reside in the wilder and more mountainous districts, and upon
the sea coast and the islands which surround it, can speak only the Irish
and therefore require a peculiar agency. A pious and devoted cot'}l{mﬁ:f
Scripture readers seem the only instrumentality adapted to their case. e Irish
Society (connected with the Established Church? have attempted something in
this way; but their labours cover only a space, and would prove more
effective were their ts all pious men.

From these general statements we trust our readers will be able to form some

tion of the miserable condition of this district. But it must be seen in order
to an adequate impression. The wretched mud cabins must be entered, and
the inmates, clothed with rags and half-famishing, must be conversed with, in order
to realize their spiritual wants, The effects which a mind acquainted with the
history of Roman Catholicism, in its relation to the lower orders of society, would
suppose likely to be produced upon an unenlightened and susceptible people, are
here fully developed. And a race of men with fine capabilities, and an aspirin,
natural genius, “:l. prostrated and withered by the blighting saperstition by whi

are

> their enlightenment the Irish Congregational Union has directed its attention;
and bas, in the spirit of philanthropic Christianity, resolved that the present gener-
ation shall not pass away without an effort for its renovation. The details of the
plans it has adopted will be given elsewhere. It now only awaits the funds neces-
sary to carry them out. And where is the Christian, with the love of the Divine
Saviour shed abroad in his heart, who will not come forward to aid in so holy, so
benevolent a cause ? J. C.
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE SCOTTISH CONGREGATIONAL MAGAZINE.

My Dear Sir,— A couple of months ago I published a small pamphlet contain-
ing the substance of certain * Counsels,” which I tendered to the church under my
pastoral care, in reference to the course which I deemed it most expedient for
them to follow regarding the circular letter which had been addressed to them
amongst the rest, by the pastors of the four churches in Glasgow, and the represen-
tatives of the churches at Hamilton, Bellshill, Cambuslang, Ardrossan, and Bridge-
town. The reasons by which I was induced to publish that pamphlet are stated in
a note prefixed to it ; and they still appear to be of sufficient weight to justify the
step I so took. From various parts of the country, however, I have recently received
communications, from which I have learned with grief that uses have been made of
that pamphlet which I never contemplated, and which seem to me to render it
necessary for my own sake that I should offer some disclaimer of what I under-
stand has been attributed to me. Will you, then, favour me with a few lines for
this purpose. '

1. I am told it is said that since April last, I have changed my views in reference
to the doctrine of divine influence in the conversion of siuners. This I declare to
be untrue; and I defy any man to prove it. What I held in April last, I hold
now: viz., that the doctrine of divine influence as taught by what are called
Moderate Calvinists, is the doctrine of scripture, the doctrine of enlightened
philosophy, and the doctrine of the Congregational Churches of Scotland as such
from the first until now.

2. I am told it is said that I am now prepared to co-operate with Messrs. Kirk,
Ferguson, Mather, and their adherents as brother ministers. This is a grand
mistake. So far is this from being true, that had my opinion been followed, these
individuals had long ere this time been deprived by their brother ministers (the
only competent authorities in my opinion in such cases,) of that rank and office
which by the imposition of the hands of these ministers in ordination they receive.
The grand error from the beginning, in my humble opinion, has consisted in making
that a church question which ought only to have been a ministerial question. There
is surely a mighty difference between the conditions of church fellowship, and the
conditions of ministerial standing.

3. Iam told it is said that I regard the opinions taught by Mr. Kirk and his
colleagues as harmless. I am not prepared to say so. In one scmse, perhaps, they
may ; for if there be any truth in the old adage, “ de non apparentibus et non exis-
tentibus eadem est ratio,” one may truly say, that these are as harmless as if they
did not exist at all; for I would defy any man to find out from any thing these
gentlemen have written, what their peculiar opinions really are. Assuming, how-
ever, that their views incline to Arminianism ; i, e., that if they understood them-
selves they would be Arminians, I do not think such views harmless. But I cannot
think them so harmful, as that our churches must needs make the non-holding of
them a term of communion. I am sure had Richard Watson, or Arminius himself,
been alive now, and were they to seek fellowship with my church, the admission of
them would be a greater benefit to us than it would be to them. I remain, yours

ever truly, W. LINDEAY ALEXANDER.
EpIxnBuRGH, 13th Dec., 1845.

‘aLaBGOW:
BELL AND BAIN, PRINTERS, ST. ENOCH SQUARE.
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SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF W. E. PHILIP, MISSIONARY.
(Continued from page 8.)

Tae time having now come when Mr. Philip had to enter on the
proper work of a missionary, he left Cape Town, and spent a few months
I visiting the different missionary stations. When the long process of
preparation through which, in the Providence of God, he had to pass is
considered, it must be interesting to ascertain the impressions produced
o0 his mind in the course of his tour. 1In a letter to the writer he says,
“I cannot give you any adequate description of what the missiona:
work has effected in this colony. I have been surprised with all that
I'have seen ; and so entire a change upon the character of a people in
® short a time, has not, I think, been witnessed in the history of the
world  Most of the members of the church meet together in the chapel
every morning before day-light for prayer, and every evening a meeting
1 conducted by the missionary. Since I have seen the prosperity of the
Nusionary work, I can from my heart say, that I would not exchange
1 for the ‘best bishoprick in England or Scotland. But I cannot convey
v you my views and feclings with regard to the glorious work in a

r. I only wish you were out here to see for yourself, then would
Jou believe.”

Having completed his survey of several of the stations, he remained

a few months at Cambria, which was then the out station of Hankey,
Whero he was permanently located. Immediately on his arrival at

ria, the small-pox broke out among the people, and he had above
twenty patients continually on his hands. He treated them all homazo-
Medy;; and was so successful, that he only lost a sizth of his patients,
in other places, there was the fearful mortality of a third. The

Poor people suffered great distress, as during this sickness they had been
Wable to get work among the farmers, and three or four deaths ocourred
from the want of proper nourishment in their couvalescent state. He
hdlpplications fsr food every day, and, in many cases, so far as his
Means permitted, he had to feed the sick, which, of course, was attended
with difficulty. The drought which caused the famine continued for two
Years after his removal to Hankey, and entailed much misery on the

New Series.—Vor. V1. D
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ple, while it compelled many of them to leave the station, and there-
y took them beyond the reach of his missionary labours. These cir-

cumstances deeply affected his benevolent heart, and he set his mind to
devise some means of alleviating evils which told so sadly alike upon

iritual and temporal well-being. He could not bear the idea of con-
&ng his labours to two or three hundred poverty-stricken and de-
pressed people. Nothing can be done in that part of the colony without
irrigation, and this led him to consider the practicability of getting more
ground put under water. He accordingly formed a water-course which
was carried in many parts through the solid rock, and thus brought under
cultivation a very extensive a