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Jeff Manning, Rev. Camden M. Simon
and Garrett Helmick winners in our
2012 Pipers Prize contest!
First prize in our Pipers Prize contest, thanks
to Sherbrook Music and Gordon Taylor of
Winnipeg, MB Canada, was won by Jeff Manning, one of two
pipers who represent the Glasgow
Fire Department at
ceremonial events.
One
of
Manning’s key appearances each year
is to present the colors at the Glasgow
HIghland Games,
held in Glasgow,
Kentucky.
He
writes that every year, he tries to seek out a tune for
the presentation, which covers an area about the size
of a football field. He wrote that he wished he might
receive a “presentation pf colors” tune which might
have character of all three flags presented, the United
States, Great Britain and Scotland.
First prize happens to be an original pipe tune
written by Gordon Taylor, member of The Real
Mackenzies, who is known far and wide for his

pipe compositions!
Second prize, sheet music for Canon in EFlat by Johann Pachelbel, has been won by Rev.
Camden M.
S i m o n ,
M a r yv ill e ,
Tennessee.
T h e
t hree- bo ok
set of Gordon Taylor’s
pipe music
has
been
won
by
young piper,
Garret t
Helmick, from Laurenceville, Georgia.
Remember, should you like a set of 30-pipe
music books for your own pipe band, you may contact Mr. Taylor and if you will pay the postage from
Canada (about $65), you will receive the set of
books
at
no
cost.
Email
gordtaylor@sherbrookmusic.com
Many thanks to Gordon Taylor and Sherbrook
Music Company for supplying these grand prizes.

Be our Valentine!
HappyFamily
Valentine’s
Day
2012
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Site Seeing.
Both of these will make you laugh and smile for days!

http://www.wimp.com/sheeplight
http://www.youtube.com/
watch_popup?v=vJRDpTUIrJI&vq=medium

The Clan Macfie
2012 Colonsay Calendars
were a great hit and due to the response we had to
make another small order and we have about 20
left, and we will not be placing a reorder, so if you
did not get a 2012 Colonsay Calendar,
send $17.00 for calendar and postage to:
Jim McAfee, 420 Ash Dr. , Baxter, TN 38544
Ginger McAfee, Macfie Clan Society of America

www.clanmacfieofamerica.com
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Life Jottings of an Old Edinburgh Citizen 1844-1846
Sir J. H. A. MacDonald P.C., K.C.B., Lord Justice-Clerk
When the child has become a boy his life
necessarily changes in many respects, and liberty must begin to be accorded to him in degree.
Control must be reasonable and not rigid, and
not applied as a chain. The boy who has a nature
calling on him for courageous outgoing must be
taught to take care of himself, which he will never
do if he is tied up too much and over watched.
The strings that held him to the apron,
whether of mother, or nurse, or
of governess, must be loosed.
If the attempt is made by excessive restrictions, under
which he is forbidden to do this
or to do that, because it may expose him to some danger and
to keep him out of danger, he
is too likely, as the spirit of adventure grows on him, to invent
dangers for himself. I feel sure
that if my parents, who covered
me with injunctions, and prevented my doing what other
boys did, to keep me out of
risks, had only known what real
dangers my companions and I
devised for ourselves, their
lives would have been made
miserable. To climb up the house-stair to the third
story by the outside of the banisters was a common amusement when the parents had gone out
to dine, an ingenious way of countering their
making it impossible to slide down the banisters
by coiling coloured rope round them. We went
out sailing in boats, when we were supposed to
be making sand castles on the shore. Our greatest feat—I shudder to think of it now—was to
creep along the two-inch skirting at the back of
the Academy, holding on by window-sills, and
to get into a corner where a stair went down some
fifteen steps to the cellars, standing on this slight

foothold with the back in the angle, the hard stone
steps below us, certain to break our limbs or crack
our skulls if we should fall. The slightest slip on
the narrow skirting, and death, or at least broken
bones, were well-nigh a certainty. Boys will take
risks, and all that can be done to warn them to be
careful. It is better to trust them to a Higher Power
than to try to keep them absolutely on the leading rein, by which process they will never be fitted to take good care of themselves.
A dear lady, a friend of
mine, once said to me when I
was lunching with her in London on a Sunday: “What am I
to do to-morrow with my little
fellow, who has come home on
exeat from the preparatory
school? I know I can’t amuse
him all day.” “I will tell you
what to do,” I said; “after
breakfast put a half-crown in
his hand, tell him to find his
way to the Zoo, and to enjoy
himself till a fixed hour, and
then come back.” Her eyes distended, and she exclaimed:
“Oh, Mr. Macdonald he’s the
very apple of my eye.”—”I quite believe that I
said, ‘’but you can’t keep him in your eye, be
trustful, and give him a chance to make a man of
himself, The sooner he learns to do it the better.”
I would give the same advice always, and be sure
I was doing the best for the little fellow and for
the mother alike. Any other course will produce
either a molly-coddle or a rebel—a prig or a
leader of a double life, both disastrous.
To make a man the boy must learn to face
risks, and parents must not be without faith. Having fallen into moralising, I will ask leave to add
Continued on page 4
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Life Jottings,
continued from page 3
that too often parents, teachers,
nurses, err in measuring a fault,
not by the importance of the
thing itself, but by the annoyance it causes at the moment.
Shakespere’s is a wise word:
“Chide him for faults, and do it reverently,
when you perceive his blood inclined to mirth.”
Punishment should always be measured out
in just scales, according to the quality of the thing
done, and not according to its effect on the person having the duty of inflicting the penalty. Penal action should never be an ebullition; it should
always be a thoughtful application of discipline.
Many readers may not need such advice. Let them
forgave me for the sake of others, to whom it
may be useful, and for the little ones, whom it
may tend to protect from unnecessary sorrow”.
The measuring of censure in true scales is a
duty. A child can appreciate the incongruity, when
today it is scolded and slapped for breaking a
cup worth twopence, and to-morrow when an old
tabby of a visitor knocks over a Sevres china vase
worth much, it hears mamma say: “Ob, never
mind, it’s of no consequence.”
There can be no greater mistake in the training of the young than to treat all youthful faults as
if there was no difference between them as regards
their heinousness: Let censure be proportionate
to the offence, not indiscriminately severe, In nothing is a sense of proportion more called for.
I ask to be pardoned for this digression from
narrative. Memory makes me feel strongly on
these matters. I have seen so much evil follow
from ill-judged repression of the spirit of adventure, and also from the want of judicious discriminate in between the great and the small in the
dealing out of censure and punishment, that I can
ask the reader to believe that here “out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh,” and
so I trust to be forgiven.
With many thanks to Alastair McIntyre,
http://www.electricsccotland.com.

A North Carolina student created his
“Flat Stanley” and mailed him to another
school in London, England. The “Flat
Stanley’ visited many people in London,
including this nice lady.
If you don’t know, “Flat Stanley’s” appear
regularly all over the place. Your BNFT editor
has taken a “Flat Stanley” to California.

The percentage
of Africa that is
wilderness: 28%
The percentage
of North America
that is wilderness:
38%
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Painted Hands
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Clan
Elliot
Society,
USA
Any person of Scottish ancestry
bearing the name Elliot in any of its various
spellings, including the spouse or descendant of such person, or any person who
would like to be a friend of the Elliot Clan is
welcome to join the group.
Please contact the treasurer for
a membership form or visit http://
www.elliotclanusa.com/ for a form.
The Clan Elliot Society, USA
Treasurer is: Patricia Tennyson Bell,
2288 Casa Grande Street, Pasadena,
CA 91104.

Clan Gregor Society
Sir Malcolm
MacGregor of MacGregor
7th Baronet of Lanrick
and Balquidder,
24th Chief of Clan Gregor
Great Lakes, New England,
Pacific North West, Western U.S.
and Southeast Chapters

www.clangregor.org
For membership contact:
PO Box 393,
Stone Mountain, GA 30083
Ms. Ishbel McGregor,
Secretary,
Mo Dhachaidh,
2 Breachead Alloa,
Clackmannanshire,
FW102EW, Scotland

Clan Macfie FaceBook page is up!
Glen Cathey has recently put up
The Official Clan Macfie FaceBook page
and it is ready for you to join and participate.
You can see some Youtube of the Clan Parliament at
Nethybridge. This is the link: http://www.facebook.com/pages/
The-Official-Clan-Macfie-Page/177565770680

Clan Crawford Association
Incorporated to serve our members worldwide to preserve our legacy. Our
Associates can assist you with surname related activities including events, DNA
genealogy, heraldry, surname history and more.

Ralf Smart, Director, SE
803-425-5316 or general_ly@yahoo.com or
www.clancrawford.org
Page 6 Beth’s Newfangled Family Tree Section B February 2012

Flowers of the Forest
Aug. 23, 1933 - Jan. 5, 2012 Mary Frances
McBride, 78, of Huntsville, Alabama, passed away
Thursday. Laughlin Service Funeral Home is assisting the family and will announce arrangements.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to
your favorite charity. Mrs. McBride is survived
by her husband, Jim McBride, former High Commissioner to Clan Donald,
USA.

He joined the RCMP in 1933 and three years
later was part of the Musical Ride and a member
of the cast of the movie Rose Marie. His very first
assignment was removing hobos from the railway.
Over the years, his postings were across western
Canada.
Mr. Henderson led a full and very varied
life. Upon his retirement from
the RCMP he moved to
Saskatchewan and worked
with the Canadian Shorthorn
Patrick Wright, 1921 Association. Soon after he
2011. On September 3rd,
became interested in judging
2011,
Patrick
horse and cattle shows and
Wrightjourneyed upward to
raising show dogs. Years later,
reunite with his lovingwife of
he discovered a love of grow54 years, the late Bet ty
ing flowers and competing in
Wright. Pat was not a man for
flower shows.
saying “goodbye” and was alAt age 100, he bought
ways ready to meet a new
a car and drove until he was
friend and look for the next
103 when he changed to a
advent ure. A native of
scooter to get around.
Clydebank, Scotland, his life
He was a very strong
was full of travel and stories. Pat survived the
man
in
many
ways,
including
doing all of his fiClydebank Blitz, and WWII as a 42nd Royal Marine Commando. Pat was a singer, poet, bagpiper, nances and organizing his own 100th birthday celentertainer, salesman; father, grandfather, and ebration.
great-grandfather to a large family; a mentor and
friend to all he met.
Clan Henderson Society Great Lakes ComAfter immigrating to Canada, then the US in missioner, Doug Henderson writes that Greg
the mid-1950s, he spent the last 35 years in Albu- Schwartz was very supportive of events in the
querque, NM, where he founded Argyle Welding Great Lakes Region.
Supply. The CWS was very fortunate to have been
Mr. Schwartz would drive many hours to
present for a benefit show and dinner for the High meet at Edinboro, Pennsylvania and even further
Desert Pipes and Drums (HDP&D), our official to join us in Lorain County, Ohio for the Ohio Scotpipe band.
tish Games.
Pat will be missed by many, but our lives have
He was a joy to be around and had a great
been enriched because of his presence.
sense of humor.
For someone without a drop of Henderson
blood in him, all of Clan Henderson became his
Ernest Henderson, the oldest living Royal
adopted family. He even kept records of all of us.
Canadian Mounted Police officer, died 9 November 2011 in western Canada..
Continued on page 25
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Toast sandwich is UK’s
‘cheapest meal’ From an article on the BBC web site
Toast a thin slice of bread. Butter two slices
of bread and sprinkle with salt and pepper to taste.
Place the toast between the two slices of breadand-butter to form a sandwich.
Britain’s ‘cheapest’ lunchtime meal was unveiled by scientists on Wednesday - the toast sandwich. The Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) is
reviving t he mid-Vict orian dish, which,
unsurprisingly, consists of two slices of bread
around a slice of toast.
The society is so confident in the repast, it
will offer £200 to anyone who can create a cheaper
alternative. The meal, costing 7.5 pence, was first
promoted by Victorian food writer Mrs Beeton. It
is taken from Mrs Beeton’s Book of Household
Management which became a best-seller after its
appearance 150 years ago next month.
To celebrate that anniversary, the RSC decided
to focus on meals that reflected “stern days” to
come in Britain, rather than one of the book’s many
“table-groaning creations”. The meal was recreated by a chef at the RSC on Wednesday and offered to people outside their London offices.

The RSC’s Dr John Emsley said: “You simply put a piece of dry toast between two slices of
bread and butter, with salt and pepper to taste. I’ve
tried it and it’s surprisingly nice to eat and quite
filling.
“I would emphasise that toast sandwiches are
also good at saving you calories as well as money,
provided you only have one toast sandwich for
lunch and nothing else.”
The toast sandwich provides about 330 caloContinued on page 9
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Toast Sandwich, continued from page 8
ries, and consumers could opt for the healthier alternative of margarine instead of butter - an ingredient not available to Mrs Beeton because she was
writing her book before it was invented. “Of course,
when we finally emerge from these dark days we
will seek something more celebratory from Mrs
Beeton’s pantheon of rich recipes to welcome back
the good times,” Dr Emsley added.
RSC employee Jon Edwards said: “In my student days I thought a meal of ‘9p noodles’ from
Tesco was the epitome of thrift - but a toast sandwich is tastier, quicker, has more calories and
comes in at just 7.5p.”
British Dietetic Association spokeswoman
Melissa Little said there were ways to make the
toast sandwich much better for not that much more
money.
Ms Little said: “You can add an egg for 8p,
it’s not much and it would give you some protein
and keep you fuller for longer - and it would make
it taste much better.
Editors Note:
I thought I’d give this a try but did decide to
include the egg and have to say it was very tasty.
The toast added an interesting texture to the sandwich.

Clan Blair Society
Membership cordially invited from Blair
descendants
and other interested parties.
www.clanblair.org
President: Helen L. Blair
7516 E. Hermosa Vista Dr.
Mesa, AZ 85207-1110
President@clanblair.org

Membership Chairman: Charles Diman
3413 Sunnybrook Drive, Charlotte, NC 28210-4715
ClanMembership@clanblair.org

Beth’s Newfangled Family Tree Section B February 2012 Page 9

Clan Sinclair Association, Inc., (USA)

7 ft. x 9 ft. tent panel created by Heraldic Artist, Tom Freeman, for the 2009 Gathering in Edinburgh.

Clan Sinclair Association, Inc. (U.S.A.)
Do you know who came to North America
almost 100 years before Columbus’ famous voyage?

Prince Henry Sinclair in 1398!
Come join (and enjoy) your Sinclair family
President
Melvin Sinclair
224 Bransfield Road
Greenville, SC 296715
864-268-3550
Mel@ClanSinclairSC.org

*

Membership Contact
Alta Jean Ginn
12147 Holly Knoll Circle
Great Falls, VA 22066
703-430-6745
aginn@cox.net
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A Highlander And His Books....
The Scottish Invention of
America, Democracy and
Human Rights
Alexander Leslie Klieforth and
Robert John Munro
This is a book about the birth and history of liberty and freedom
from a Scottish viewpoint. Without blowing bagpipes or waving their
tartans, the authors set out to prove that democracy and human rights
had their roots in Scotland. The case is well made.
The authors Klieforth and Munro exhaustively review the impact of the Scots in
these two areas.
The book begins
in 1300 BC and brings
us up to 2004 AD. The
authors present strong
and compelling proof that the roots of liberty and the struggles for
freedom, for individuals and nations, date back to ancient Celts, followed by the Scottish struggle for independence.
This radical political thought had only been hinted at until the
Scots were willing to walk the talk. Less talk, more
walk is what you get in The Scottish Invention of
America.
Most notably, you will learn there was a lot
more to John Duns Scotus than theological papers.
In my opinion, he is the backbone for this book,
and it would benefit all interested Scots to re-read
Scotus or, for the majority of us, to read him for the first time. He was, as the authors so ably point out,
“one of the two foremost moral philosophers of the European Middle Ages”.
The other? Thomas Aquinas. John Duns Scotus championed human rights, individual freedom
and basically a government that exists only with the consent of the people, or as we know it today in
America, “of the people, by the people, for the people”.
In Latin, Scotus means “the Scot”. Born near Stirling Castle in Duns, Berwickshire, he was known
as the Subtle Doctor. Scotus “left behind a monumental work in the field of metaphysics…” at Oxford.
Sent to Paris to continue his studies, he was expelled from France in 1303 for siding with the Pope
in a dispute with Philip the Fair. Allowed to return to Paris in 1305, Scotus went on to earn his Doctorate in Theology and began his professorship.
His “academic and scholarly career led to his international reputation as one of the foremost medieval scholastics”.He found himself involved in another brouhaha about his then radical view of the
Continued on pge 13
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jurascot@earthlink.net

Reviewed By
Frank R. Shaw, FSA Scot,
Dawsonville, GA

Email: clanmactavishUSA@gmail.com
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A Highlander and His Books, continued from page 11
Immaculate Conception. Ironically, the Roman reared me) Gallia me docuit, (France taught me)
Catholic Church universally accepts his view today. Colonia me tenet. (Cologne holds me)
Forced to leave France again, he found his way
And I would add, the freedom loving counto Cologne, Germany where he continued to lecture tries of this world thank you.The book does not
until his premature death at the age of 43. Buried in end with John Duns Scotus.
Cologne, there is this inscription I borrowed from
There is much more that deals with new inDuncan Bruce’s The Scottish 100: Scotia me genuit, sights regarding The Scottish Invention of America
(Scotland begot me) Anglia me suscepit, (England (Part Two) and The Age of Rights of Mankind (Part
Three). Space, unfortunately,
does not permit further discussion, but any lover of
Scottish books will want a
copy of this unique book for
their library.
Any lover of freedom
w ill find t his a “mu st
have” book. It is refreshing writing that offers new
ins ig ht s r e g ar d ing o u r
freedom - as individuals
and as a nation. Any serious Scottish student will have a wonderful
time with this book. The authors have done
all of us a favor by writing it, so do yourself
one and purchase it!
Klieforth and Munro have included a masterful fifty-page chronology of Celtic, Scottish, and
American events. That in itself is worth the price
of a good book, and this one fits that description.
You will spend many enjoyable hours with
this publication. Please note: ISBN 0-7618-27919; published by the University Press of America.

MacDuffee Clan Society of America, Inc.
Of Clan MacFie
Organized July 1962

Registrar:
Marty Rosser
336-275-8619
martyrosser50@aol.com

Annual General Meeting each year in July
at the Grandfather Mountain Highland Games

Genealogy Chairman: Richard Ledyard
865-671-2555 rledyard@tds.net

Treasurer: David Nathan McDuffie
678-557-9215 dnmcduffie@hotmail.com

Beth’s Newfangled Family Tree Section B February 2012 Page 13

Clan Bell
International
This
old West Marche Clan,
one of Border clans since
the early 1100s, were retainers of the Great House of
Douglas and also allied with
the best border families
through blood and friendship. Their land holdings
were extensive, and to survive, they engaged in the
“rieving” of the period and
participated in many battles
against the English.

Declared “unruly” by the Scottish
Parliament, many of the Clan emigrated to the Ulster Plantation after 1610.
After William Bell, called Redcloak and Chief of the Clan died in 1628, the chiefship
became dormant, and without leadership, the Bells ceased to exist as a viable clan.
Clan Bell International (CBI) in the United States represents Clan Bell world-wide witha coordinated
network of 20 International Representatives, each representing the Clan in their own country.
CBI is a charitable organization of Scottish descendants and friends of Family/Clan Bell dedicated to the study of Bell genealogy and Scottish history and the perpetuation of family tradition.
CBI cordially invites membership inquires from persons Named Bell (all spellings), their
descendants and friends. Quarterly newsletter published. Tents hosted at major Scottish
festivals from coast to coast.
President:
William H. Bell
2322 Shadow Hill Drive
Riverside, CA 92506
clanbellusa@sbcglobal.net

Visit our Web site:

clanbell.org
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Membership Secretary:
Alta Jean Ginn
12147 Holly Knoll Circle
Great Falls, VA 22066
aginn@cox.net

If you were to spell out numbers,
how far would you have to go until you would
find the letter ‘A”?
It would take awhile to find an “A.”
You’d have to go til the next number after nine
hundred ninety-nine...or, one thousand!

Pioneer News
is a free genealogy newsletter which attempts to keep the
researcher up to date on GA, NC, SC, VA, KY and TN
family histories. Included: 1. American Pioneer Series.
Sketches of pioneer settlers generally not published elsewhere.
2. Tips on how to find Lost Generations by Jeannette
Holland Austin, author of over 100 genealogy books.
3. Free advertising and notices of events.

Clan Colquhoun Society Of NA
2984 Mike Drive
Marietta, GA 30064
sijepuis@bellsouth.net
Colquhoun/Calhoun, Cowan, MacClintock,
MacManus. Applications available online at http://
www.geocities.com/clancolquhoun_na/home.html
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Clan Sutherland
Society of
North America
Septs and Associated Families:

Cheyne, Clyne, Duffus, Federith,
Gray, Keith, Mowat, Murray, Oliphant.
For membership information, please visit our website at

www.clansutherland.org
You may contact
the president:

George Sutherland
9613 Highstream Court
Charlotte, NC 28269
Clan Chief,

Lady Elizabeth,

Elizabeth Sutherland, Countess of Sutherland

Countess of Sutherland

Chief of Clan Sutherland
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Taking your camera
to a Highland Games?
Why not send your pictures to
bethscribble@aol.com and have them published in this magazine with your own photo
credit? Just send about 30-40 or more photos on a disc to: Beth Gay-Freeman, 102
Lakeside Dr., Walhalla, SC 29691. Your photos will be featured in the next BNFT - along
with your very own photo credit!

Hispanic Genealogical Society of
Southern California
PO Box 2472
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670-0472

http://www.scgsgenealogy.com/GSHA.htm
Subscribe now, for wonderful Celtic reading

Celtic Seasons
...from the
Stream of Celtic Consciousness
Just send your name and address and
some kind of monetary donation to:

Rich Shader
2593 Chapparal Drive
Melbourne, FL 32934
Beth’s Newfangled Family Tree Section B February 2012 Page 17

Clan Macneil
Association
of America
If you are a Macneil or any of the
following “Sept” names, then you
have found the clan
that you are looking for.
·

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Macneil
MacNeil
Macniel
MacNiel
Macneill
MacNeill
MacNeillie
Macneal
MacNeal
Macneale
MacNeale
MacNeilage
Macneilage
MacNelly
Macnelly
MacNeally
Macneally
Mcneil
McNeil
Mcniel
McNiel
Mcneill

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

McNeill
Mcneal
McNeal
Mcneale
McNeale
McNeilage
Mcneilage
McNelly
Mcnelly
McNeally
Mcneally
Neil
Neal
Neall
Neale
Neill
Niel
Niell
O’Neal
O’Neil
O’Niel
O’Neill

o’n D’thainig thu.”
- Remember the men from
whom you have come.

President C. McNeill Baker, Jr.
6959 Almours Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32117-2628
clanmacneilua.us
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Oneil
Oneill
Nelson
Neilson
Nielson
MacGougan
Macgougan
MacGrail
Macgrail
MacGugan
Macgugan
MacGuigan
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·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Macguigan
McGougan
Mcgougan
McGrail
McGraill
Mcgrail
Mcgraill
McGugan
Macgugan
McGuigan
...and
· Mcguigan

2011 was 400th Anniversary of the King James Bible
If you have a copy of the King James Version their lives to see a Bible made available for the
of the Bible, you’ll notice the date of 1611 written common person, and 75 years after Tyndale’s death,
somewhere in it. Last year marked the 400th anni- King James authorized an English version of the
versary of this English version
Bible. The article points out that
of the Bible!
about 80% of the Old TestaI didn’t even realize this
ment and 90% of the New Tesuntil I got my newest edition of
tament in the 1611 KJV were
Preaching Magazine today.
taken from Tyndale’s work.
There was a great article writThe art icle not es t he
ten about the influence of the
KJV’s contribution to literature,
KJV in our world today even,
and it especially notes that the
often for more than we give it
“Elder Statesman of English
credit.
Translations” should be reIn our country, we often
spected for its accuracy and
hear fighting over which Enaccessibility. Fifty-four translaglish translation of the Bible to
tors worked to create the most
use. And then there are counaccurate English Bible they
tries who don’t even have a
could from the Hebrew, Greek,
copy of the entire Bible in their
and Latin texts they had. They
own language.
were not persuaded by the meShame on us Englishdia of their day, making the
speaking people for taking this
message fit its hearers. As far
for granted and making it an
as accessibility, the “thee’s” and
issue when it shouldn’t be.
“thou’s” were actually culturSome today don’t respect the
ally relevant of their time, not
KJV, saying it’s outdated and
ground-breaking. That type of
confusing. Others claim it was
English language was already
the original Bible, written down by
in use and the translators knew it
Paul and Peter and Moses! It’s not
would be easily understood by
worth fighting over a translation, but
readers.
to take advantage of being able to
I wonder if those 54 translastudy multiple ones and learn best
tors knew that their work would
what God intended for us to know.
be the only English Biblical work
The article in Preaching Magafor about 300 years. I’m also
zine points out the contributions of
thankful though for the many
John Wycliffe (who was determined
other English translations that
to be a heretic by the Church after
have developed in the last 100
his death, having his remains exyears. With new knowledge of
humed and burned) and William
languages and historical cultures,
Tyndale (who was strangled and
we are able to fine-tune our transburned at the stake). These men gave
lating even more.
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Would you like for your clan to be
represented in these pages?
These ads for Scottish Clans and genealogical groups are $5.00 each issue, never mind the size. (My
way of saying “Thank You” for all the kindnesses given to me by the Scottish community over the last 20
plus years.)
Just send me in jpeg format your crest or other symbols you’d like in your ad...and the copy
(words) you wish...your billing address...and that’s it. Send to bethscribble@aol.com.

Clan Buchanan Society,
International, Inc.
Bohanan
Buchanan
Colman
Maccolwan
Cormack
Maccormac(k)
Cousland
Maccommon
Dewar
Maccoubrey
Donleavy
Maccubbin
Dove, Dow
Maccubbing
Gibb(s)(y)
Maccubin
Gibbon
Macdonleavy
Gibson
Macgeorge
Gilbert
Macgibbon
Gilbertson
Macgilbert
Harper
Macgreusich
Harperson
Macgubbin
Leavy
Macinally
Lennie
Macindeo(r)
Lenny
Mackibb
Macaldonich
Mackibbon
Macalman
Mackinlay
Macandeior
Mackinley
Macaslan
Macmaster
Macaslin
Macmaurice
Macauselan
Macmorris
Macauslan(in) Macmurchie
Macausland
Macmurphy
Macauslane
Macneur
Macalman
Macnuir
Macalmon(t)
Macquat
Macammond
Macquattie
Macasland
Macquattiey
Macchruiter
Macquyer
Maccolman
Macquinten

Macwattie
Macwhirter
Macwhorter
Masters
Masterson
Morrice
Morris
Morrison
(of Perthshire only)

Murchie
Murchison
Richardson
Risk
Rusk(ie)
Ruskin
Spittal
Spittle
Walter
Walters
Wason
Wasson
Waters
Watson
Watt
Watters
Weir
Wuill
Wool
Wule
Yuille
Yool
Yule
Zuill

For membership information, contact:
102 Lakeside Drive
Walhalla, SC 29691 or bethscribble@aol.com
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The Festival of Imbolc an ancient Druid tradition
Please enjoy this guest blog post by Ellen
Evert Hopman, author of Priestess of the Forest, The Druid Isle, and the forthcoming Priestess of the Fire Temple.
As a Celtic Reconstructionist Druid I am always interested in the practices of the ancient Celts.
I read about them, write about them and then put
them into practice, as best I can. It’s my own small
effort to keep the traditions alive and to pass them
along for future generations.
The Festival of Imbolc is the next great Fire
Festival in the cycle of the Celtic year. It is essentially a milk festival in honor of the lactation of
the ewes who under natural conditions don’t give
milk until just before they give birth. It is generally celebrated around February 1, but I have discovered that here in New England the sheep lactate about
February 15.
For the ancient Celts
Imbolc, or Oimelc, was a time
to celebrate. They did not have
supermarkets to go to for milk
and there were months when
no milk was available. The reappearance of milk was a
cause for rejoicing and to celebrate with a milk feast.
Imbolc was a festival of
girls, something our culture
has completely forgotten. The
girls of the village would make a “Bride doll” out
of straw, symbolizing the Goddess Brighid (Irish)
or Bride (Scottish), out of the last sheaf of the previous year’s grain harvest, which they would carry
from house to house. In this way they brought the
blessings of Bride and of the fertility of the last
year’s harvest, to every home. The girls collected
cakes, bread, and butter as they went.
When they were done they would put the doll
into a bed of rushes by a hearth. A stick of birch

called a “slachdan” was
placed in the bride
doll’s hands. Brighid or
Bride was the summer
face of the Winter Hag
or Cailleach, She who
controls the weather.
The wand symbolized her magical ability to influence storms and climate.
The girls would dance and sing until dawn
and in the morning the ashes of the hearth were
examined to see if Bride had left her footprint. If
no foot print was found, an offering had to be made
at a place where three streams met, for luck.
The men folk celebrated by preparing for the
first plowing; the plow and other agricultural tools
were blessed with a sprinkling of
whisky and fields were “sained,”
or purified, by carrying a lit torch
around the boundaries.
Weather omens were taken;
good weather at Imbolc meant
winter would continue, but if a
snake or hedgehog was seen to
emerge from its hole that meant
that winter was on the wane (this
is the origin of Groundhog Day).
Rain at Imbolc meant a good summer growing season was ahead.
Special crosses were woven
out of reeds on Imbolc Eve. These
crosses were equal armed (not the Latin cross with
the longer base) and symbolized the sun. They were
sacred to the Goddess Brighid, a Fire Goddess.
Once finished, the crosses were hung in house and
barn. In the Highlands these crosses were also made
before weddings and placed under the mattress to
ensure fertility.
A “Bride’s Girdle” was made of straw rope,
nine feet long. The rope was tied at the ends to
Continued on page 23
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The Armstrong Clan Society
Dedicated to the Armstrongs, Crosiers, Fairbairns, Grosiers, Nixons and those interested in these
surnames

The Armstrong Clan Society was organized on October 8, 1981 and is incorporated in the state
of Georgia, USA. The Society is recognized as a Section 501 (c) (3) not for profit organization and
exempt from U.S. federal income tax.
On September 24, 1984, the Lord Lyon King of Arms in Scotland granted warrant to the Lyon
Clerk to matriculate in the Public Register of All Arms and Bearings in Scotland in the name of
the Armstrong Clan Society, Inc., the Coat of Arms in the upper left on this page. Our motto
“SEMPER INV1CTUS” can be translated as “Always Unconquered”.

Objectives of the Armstrong Clan Society:
1. To seek friendship and unity among all Armstrongs, its septs and associated families.

2. To provide for the preservation of Armstrong artifacts unique to the family.
3. To serve as a genealogical and historical resource for the membership and the general public.
4. To provide news, Armstrong history, items of general interest, and genealogy via our
newsletter The Armstrong Chronicles.
5. To establish worldwide geographic membership representation.

Membership
All Armstrongs, Croziers, Fairbairns, Groziers and Nixons (regardless of the spelling) and their
descendants, are eligible for full membership in The Armstrong Clan Society. In the United States
and Canada, dues are $25 per year or $45 for 2 years. All memberships are family memberships
which includes two adults and all minor children. In all other countries, dues are $35 per year. All
dues are payable in US funds.
For a membership application email Peter Armstrong at peter.armstrong1.3@gmail.com or
download from http://www.armstrong.org/membership.htm. Note: “spouse” on the
application includes: spouse; domestic partner; or any other adult living at the same address.
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Festival of Imbolc, continued from page 21
make a circle through which each family member
would step (women sometimes pulled it over their
head). Three solar crosses were
tied to the rope.
A Brat Bhríde or Brighid’s
mantle was placed outside on the
eve of Imbolc, to receive the
Goddess’s blessings. The cloak
would be placed over sick
people or animals throughout the
year. A bit of butter and an oat
cake or a sheaf of grain were left
on the doorstep to feed Brighid’s
donkey as she passed by.
The Monday after the festival offerings were left for the
Fairies, because by tradition they
move house on the first Monday after every Fire
Festival and are in need of refreshment. Appropri-

ate offerings included mashed potatoes with butter, oatmeal with butter or cream, bread and honey,
and possibly a wee dram of whiskey or milk with whiskey added.
You can learn more about this
festival and all the Fire Festivals
through my books: Priestess of the
Forest: A Druid Journey, The
Druid Isle, and Priestess of the Fire
Temple: A Druid’s Tale. These are
a trilogy of novels that incorporate
traditional Celtic beliefs and practices.
Our thanks to Ellen for her
guest post! For more from Ellen
Evert Hopman, read her articles
“10 Foods and Spices You Can Use for Healing”
and “5 Herbs for Healing.”

Clan Graham Society
If you are a Graham or Sept of Graham, you are
cordially invited to share in a proud and noble heritage.
For application, write: Clan Graham Society
Norris Graham
PO Box 70
Yucca, AZ 06438-0070

www.clan-graham-society.org
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The cost of raising a medium-size dog
to the age of eleven? $16, 400
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Flowers of the Forest
Flowers of the Forest, continued from page 7

We enjoyed a game or two of cribbage at the diner
in Edinboro as we awaited the ceilidh. Now, the
diner is gone and so is Greg; but the fond memories will remain forever.
Clan Henderson Society
DNA administrator reports that
his son, Bradley Dale
Henderson, age 39, departed
life 1 December 2011 in
Leesburg, Virginia. Beloved
husband, father, brother and
son, he lived a life of kindness,
humor and love. He was a
promising young information
technology professional with
the US Army Reserve Component Automation Systems
(RCAS).
He is survived by his
wife, Windy, and three childreen, Connor, Kay and
Brittany; his sister, Carrie Linebaugh of Warrenton,
Virginia and his parents, James and Laura
Henderson of Rocky Mount, North Carolina.
He was born 28 June 1972 in Lubbock, Texas,
spending his formative years in Fairfax County
where he graduated James W. Robinson High School
in 1990. He was a US Army veteran serving with
thre 82nd Airborne Division in 1995-96 during
NATO’s Operation Joint Endeavor in Bosnia andn
Herzegovina. He graduated Texas Tech University
in 1999. In his work with US Army RCAS, he recently returned from deployment to Kuwait.
Memorial services were hald on 6 December
2011 at McLean Baptist Church in McLean, Virginia. Online condolences and fond memories may
be
offered
to
the
family
at
www.moneyandking.com.

Horace Loftin reported that Dr. James Leroy
Henderson, Jr., 79, of Emerald Isle, passed away
Wednesday, 19 October 2011 at home. He notes
that this is “Cousin LEroy” who was kin to Claude,
Douglas, David and other doweast North Carolina
Henderspms including Horace
himself. Leroy and the rest of us
descend from James Henderson
- from Scotland to the Eastern
Shore of Maryland ca 1660. His
grandson, Barnabas, moved to
Onslow County, North Carolina
ca 1740 and have been there ever
since.
Dr. Henderson’s service was
held at St. Peter’s by-the-Sea
Episcopal Church in Swansboro
with the Rev. Bert Eaton officiating Burial followed at Queen’s
Creek United Methodist Church
Cemetery in Hubert.
Dr. Henderson was the
founding president of Coastal Carolina Community College, where he served from 1963 to 1988
and was a recipient of the I.E. Ready Award. He
was past president of the North Carolina Retired
Government Employees Association and was also
a veteran of the US Army, a member of Seaside
Masonic Lodge 429 AF&AM, a Shriner and a
member of the Scottish Rite. He also was a founding member of the St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church, a member of First Citizens Bank Board
of Directors, member of the Jacksonville Kiwanis
Club and a member of the Swansboro Rotary Club
where he ws also a Paul Harris Fellow. He was
also a member of the Clan Henderson Society, Inc.
He is survived by his wife, Christine
Henderson of Emerald Isle; daughter, Susan
Henderson of Emerald Isle; two sons, Jim
Continued on page 29
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The Whisky Corner
Ray Pearson,Anaheim, CA

The Whiskymeister

Amhuinnsuidhe Castle
–
Remote Luxury in the Outer Hebrides, Scotland
Across the slate gray, meringue-tipped waters of West Loch Tarbert, the island of Taransay
glowed in the shimmering light of the setting sun.
Today was a study in grays and blues, as we explored local seascapes, inland lochs (lakes), and
the billions of years old rock that is the backbone of the Isle of
Lewis and Harris. Our
sanctuary on this largest of the Outer
Hebrides islands off
Scotland’s Northwest
coast
is
Amhuinnsuidhe
Castle.
Amhuinnsuidhe
(“aven-suey”) was
built in 1865 in the
Scottish Baronial style,
for Charles Murray, the 7th Earl of Dunmore.
Throughout its history, the castle has been owned
by a convoluted list of Earls, Viscounts, Ladies,
Lords, and Sirs. Today, the castle is owned by
Mr. Ian Scarr-Hall and operated as a luxury sporting lodge and business retreat, offering superb
hunting, fishing, and hiking in a luxurious and
remote setting. The castle’s usual season runs
from mid-May through October.
Accommodations in the castle include a
dozen individually designed, spacious rooms and
suites. The décor is regal, with original period
antiques, fine art and sculpture, elegant marble
appointments in bathrooms, and, always, the todie-for views. Beautifully appointed public rooms

include the Drawing and Billiard Rooms, and
the Grand Hall. The heart of Amhuinnsuidhe is
the Dining Room, with grand windows, high ceilings, huge fireplace, tapestries and a room-dominating “banqueting-size table”, where guests take
dinner, all seated at one time. As is often the case,
one
can
catch
glimpses of loch-leaping salmon while enjoying a delectable
meal.
Local cuisine
captures the essence of
what this exclusive
sporting lodge is
about. Starters usually
include Lewis sea
trout and West Loch
Tarbert scallops and
crab cakes. Chef David Taylor regularly features
entrees of Aberdeen Angus beef, Amhuinnsuidhe
Estate venison, guinea fowl with organic
Dukeshill ham stuffing, and Hebridean lamb.
Desserts featuring Scottish farmhouse cheeses,
shortbread and peach, lemon, pear and pineapple
delicacies wrap guests in a warm, fuzzy finale to
extraordinary meals. The single malt Scotch selection does not disappoint. Among the selections, Highland Park and Jura represent islandstyle malts, along with several expressions of The
Glenlivet and Glenfiddich, from Speyside. The
castle’s eponymous label of single malt is also
aged and bottled in the Speyside region.
Continued on page 26
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Ray Pearson, continued from page 26
Amhuinnsuidhe Castle is strategically located to maximize enjoyment of hiking the adjacent hills of the Forest of Harris, fishing in the
ten fresh water lochs available to castle guests,
and observing firsthand the abundant variety of
wildlife on water, land, and above. From whales
to butterflies, and dozens of species in-between,
the area teems with a never-ending display of
nature’s bounty.
Road tripping on the Isle of Lewis and Harris is a must. With the top down, my well-worn,
decades old Harris Tweed jacket was a comfortable buffer against the nippy Hebridean weather.
It was, quite literally, “at home” here on Harris.
The bespoke tweed is still made by crofters all
around this part of the island. The distinct
clickety-clack of looms emanating from garages
and small outbuildings became a familiar sound
as I headed for a few of the areas’ most wellknown highlights.
The Standing Stones at Callanish date to
around 3000 BC, and, unlike Stonehenge, are
void of busloads of tourists and protective barricades. 13 stones are arranged in a rough circle,
with others forming “avenues” leading to the
circle, and are thought to have been used as an
early tool for astronomy.
Further up the A858 coast road in the village of Arnol, the Arnol Blackhouse Museum
portrays the rugged lifestyle of early Scots in a
restored, thatched roof cottage. The necessary and
synergistic relationship for survival between man
and farm animals under one roof is a fascinating
study. Black houses were so named as the result
of seasons of heating and cooking over an open
peat fire in the center of the human living space.
Desolate and wind whipped beaches are frequently designated by the roadmap’s “scenic
view” icon and pop up all along my single-track
route. Many of these are acknowledged as some
of the most beautiful in Europe. My favorites are
near Finsbay and Luskentyre.
Ferry travel to the Isle of Lewis and Harris
from the mainland is between Ullapool and
Stornoway. There are other options if one is island-hopping in the Outer Hebrides. Air travel
is to Stornoway.

Photos by Amhuinnsuidhe Castle Estate and Ray Pearson

Yellow Beach, Harris and Lewis

The maagical Callinish Standing Stones.

Desolate Beach on Harris and Lewis.

Beauty is
everywhere on
Harris and Lewis
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Flowers of the Forest, continued from page 25
Henderson and wife, Jane of Morehead City and
Steven Henderson and wife, Monica of Cape
Carteret; two grandchildren, Hunter and Samantha
Henderson of Moorehead City; and sister, Nancy
Lilley of Swansboro.
He was preceded in death by his first wife,
Maxine Henderson.
Donations may be sent to the Dr. James Leroy
Henderson, Jr., Scholarship Fund, Coastal Carolina Community College, 444 Western Blvd., Jacksonville, North Carolina 28546 or to the charity of
your choice.
Electronic condolences may be left for the
family at www.jonesfh.org

Clan Donald North Pacific
Region invites you to the 2012
Glencoe Memorial and
Gathering February 11

Join us in the remembrance of the
38 men killed in the 1692 Glencoe massacre and the 40 women and ehildren
subsequently from cold and starvation.
We will also remember all in our clan
and family members who have passed
on.
The date is February 11 from 1 PM
until 3 PM at the Old Scotch Church,
30685 Northwest Scotch Church Rd.,
Hillsboro, OR 97214.
You are asked to please line up for
Gloria Bridge Walker, past North Pacific Regional Commissioner to Clan Donald USA died the procession to the Cairn by 12:30 PM.
this past September 21 at home with her beloved
Refreshments will follow directly affamily.
ter the ceremony in the church basement.
Gloria was a Life Member of CDUSA for over
25 years. Until recently, she was a very active
member. Her claim to the blood of Clan Donald
came to her via her 2-great grandmothe, Elizabeth
Cunningham, who was from the hills of Glengarry.
Over the years, Gloria served as the CDUSA
North Pacific Regional Treasurer and then Washington State Convener before being appointed to
Regional Commissioer in May 1995 by then High
Commissioner, Col. Jack McDonald. Gloria
boosted the membership and putting North Pacific
Regional in the spotlight once again as host of the
1999 AGM in Seattle - having already hosted an
AGM there in 1986.

R. Elaine Maples reports the passing of her
mother, Ruth Mary Conrad Maples, a long-time
member of Clan Henderson.
She was a legacy member from her husband,
Glenn, and now her daughter, R. Elaine Maples ,
has asked to continue the Clan Henderson Society
membership in her mother’s name.
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Looking for your Scottish Family History?

Visit our newly
redesigned website:

www.unicornlimited.com
Information on hundreds of
Scottish families, as well as:
* Bagpipe music books
* Scottish history and culture
* Scottish and Celtic folklore
* The Scots and Scots-Irish in
North America
Visit our site to purchase
instant download materials

Unicorn Limited, Inc.
Since 1979, your #1 source
for information on all things Scottish!

Renny and Vicki McLeod
P. O. Box 125, Loachapoka, AL 36865
334.501.0202 mcleod@scotpress.com
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