Lowry, Worden,
Martin & Elliott!

We have winners in our very first BNFT contest!

John and Nellie Lowry of Chatsworth, California
have won a pair of volumes of The Historical Hand-
book to Scotland written by Duncan MacPhail! Nellie
is the longtime genealogist for The Clan Graham Soci-
ety and John is President of the Clan Gordon.

From Paducah, Kentucky, Robert Worden of
Clan Donald, USA - also Clan Uisdean USA, Clan
Smith and the Scottish-American Military Society -
has won another set of two copies of The Historical
Handbook to Scotland by Duncan MacPhail.

The original idea was for the winners to keep a
copy and share a copy of this useful and interesting
book with their clan - but, of course, winners may do
as they wish.

The lovely Rosslyn Chapel Shekinah Angel sil-
ver pin, designed and made Mr. MacPhail’s sister who
is an accomplished jeweler, goes to Jeri Daniel Martin
of Lebanon, Tennessee. Jeri is a member of Clan
Donald, USA, Clan MacKay and Clan MacTavish.

The silver Rosslyn Chapel Shekinah Angel de-
signed to be worn as a necklace, was won by Sylvia
Elliott of Winterville, Georgia. Ms. Elliot is the Geor-
gia Commissioner for Clan Elliot USA.

By the time you read this, all of the prizes should
have been delivered to the winners!

We appreciate each and every entry!

Our new contest!

Win a copy
of “Clan”
signed by

the author!

Scotsman, David P.Elliot is sending two signed
copies of his new book, Clan, for our January con-
test! You may see areview of the book and an adver-
tisement on pages 15, 16 & 17 of this section...but it
sounds like a book that once you start reading, you
won’t be able to put down! Two winners will each
win a copy.

And, the wonderful designer and creator of the
Clan MacBubba t-shirts, Tom Freeman, has agreed
to do three signed prints of three different Clan
MacBubba shirt designs for our contest! Three win-
ners will receive one print each. Tom, of course, is the
designer of our BNFT masthead...and is a well-known
heraldic artist. The prints will be suitable for framing.

It’s free, no strings. All you have to dois send an
email to bethscribble @aol.com with January Con-
test Entry on the subject line. It would be funif you’d
include your Scottish affiliations, but be sure to include
your USPS mailing address. Winners will have their
prizes before the first of February.

Many thanks to Mr. Elliot and Tom Freeman for
their kindess and generosity.



Congratulations to William Hamilton,
J.D., PhD! Named to ROTC Wall of Fame

Ski-Hi Daily News columnist and Clan Hamilton
Society member, William Hamilton of Granby, Colo-
rado, was named into the University of Oklahoma
ROTC Wall of Fame at a banquet held in the Sam
Noble Museum of Natural History in Norman, Okla-
homa.

In 1957, Hamilton was commissioned as a sec-
ond lieutenant of infantry. He entered active duty in
1968 and served for 20 years as a Regular Army Of-
ficer, two of those years in Vietnam. During his mili-
tary service he was awarded many medals of honor
including four Bronze Stars, the Silver Star and the
Distinguished Flying Cross.

Dr. Hamilton is a former Distinguished Fellow at
the US Army Military History Institute of the US Army
War College and a 1992 winner of the Valley Forge
Freedom Foundation Medal for his writings on na-
tional affairs. He is also the former chairman of the
Nebraska Aeronautics Commission and former chair-

man of the Nebraska State Airline Commission.

With his wife, Penny, Dr. Hamilton is the coau-
thor of The Grand Conspiracy and The Panama
Conspiracy with William Penn.

Michael W. Davidson,
President

235 Fairmont Drive
North Wilkesboro, NC 28659

Phone: 336-838-3850
Email: MDavid8928 @aol.com

Black Watch
Buchanan
Cameron
Camphell
Doulgas

e

WEAR YOUR TARTAN EVERYDAY

We custom design your choice of shirts with your tartan so you
can show your colors everyday. We can even add your spouse's
fartan on your shirt to display next to yours.

A Sample of Tartans Available

Men's and Women's Dress Shirts
Men's, Women's and Children's Knit Sport Shirts

4-6 weeks delivery

Check our web site for available Tartans, sizes and prices.

wiww okelleyapparel com
email: tartani@okelleyapparel.com

Dress Stewart MacGregor
Frazer Mackenzie
Gordon Menzies
Lindsey Rose

Mac Donald Royal Stewart
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Clan Baird
Sociery

(Uorldunde

1078 Meader La,
Mi, Pleasand, SC 20464

lLarry C, Burns ™ (H43) B56-2208
Frevident rax (B43) BE6-T4LT
EMAIL: clamhsird@romonsinet

HHstie de Lina

603-973-1555 603-473-B7F95

Read Pat Long’s column
most every month
in Beth’s
Newfangled Family Tree

Seeitall..

. http://www.BuyOrkney.com

CLAN KEITH SOCIETY
USA, INC. Cordially invites mem-
bership inquiries from all descen-
dants of the Keiths and Clan
Septs: Austin, Dickson, Falconer,
Hackson, Harvey, Haxton, Hervey,
Hurry, Keith, Kite, Lumgair,
Mackeith, Marshall, Urie, Urry, etc.
(many spelling variations)

Sandra K. Glasscock
1809 N Sandal, Mesa, AZ
8 52 05 - 355 9
Secretaryclankeith@yahoo.com
www.clankeithusa.org
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Lean qu dluth ri lui
do shnnsear!

“Follow closely the fame
of your ancestors, but

Mineral, VA 23117 B e clanieatherwarks com not too closely.”
(540) §94-5142 cianlrthe rworks @ earthiing nri

With thanks to the
Clan Chisholm Journal

Would you like to see more of Scotland?

For video coverage of the World Pipe Band
Champicnships, Scotland’s largest Highland
Games at Cowal, and much more besides.

For free

f Just log on to
Clachnaben from the Cairn o' Mount Road i N !
“ Photograph by Duncan Peet - B ] WWW.SCthandontVstv

Scotland on TV is a web TV channel showing programmes about Scotland and all things Scottish over the Internet.
Broadcasting classic shows from the stv archive as well as made-for-web TV programmes,
Scotland on TV has something for everyone who loves Scotland and its heritage.

! Scenery Piping

classic Scottish

The World Pipe racipas

Band Championships

Loch An Eilian
by Aviemore

. ~ Scottish , | Classic stv
Dancing programmes
From the Tulloch from the archive, = Spey 2007

3 { Inverness Highland such as Weir's Way ; : | Orienteering
£ % Games ]

Keep in touch
with Scotland,
wherever you
are in the
world

www.scotlandontv.tv Bt . The 1sle of Mull, 2005
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'(Memorials that reflect your hericage

http://www.HighCrossMonument.com
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A favorite new

Caledonian Kitchen t-shirt

to go with your favorite CK haggis,
whisky cakes or stews!

wwnrcaledinionkile e eom

Brand new from Caberdancer Graphic Design, Inc., for Caledonian Kitchen.

Order today toll free: 877-474-6752

<www.caledoniankitchen.com>

Jim Walters, FSA Scot, Laird O’Tha Haggis
The Caledonian Kitchen <www.caledoniankitchen.com> Call 972-966-2040
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CEILMMIC IVITOONWIVIXESSY?

This article is used with permission from Rich Shader, 2593 Chapparal Drive, Melbourne, FL 32934. Mr. Shader and
his wife, Rita, publish Celtic Seasons seasonally. The publication is always filled with fascinating articles. You may
subscribe by sending any monetary donation to the address above and including your name and address. Please make

checks payable to “Rich Shader.”

The ancient Egyptians were not the only ones to
mummify their dead, according to arecent study in the
Antiquity Journal that clams prehistoric Celts cre-
ated mummies too. The researchers do not think the
Egyptian influenced them, but that mummification arose
independently in the two regions. Historic Scotland, a
government agency, funded the research.

Initial evidence for the mummies was announced
in 2005, when archaeologists unearthed three preserved
bodies - an adult female, an adult male and an infant -
buried underneath two
Bronze Age roundhouses
in South Uist, Hebrides, at
asite called Cladh Hallan.
The bodies date to be-
tween 1300 and 1500 BC.
The mummies were found
with their knees up to their
chests like South American
mummies. They were also
tied extremely tightly. The
researchers say the mum-
mies may have been placed
in a fetal position for reli-
gious reasons or to make
them easier to carry.

“Distinctive micro-
scopic and chemical changes in the bones showed that
the bodies had not been placed in the ground immedi-
ately after death, but had been subject to conditions
that may have enhanced their preservation,” said An-
drew Chamberlain, who worked on both the 2005
and the more recent investigations. Chamberlain, a
University of Sheffield archaeologist, said that the new
evidence relates to the female mummy’s knee. Analy-
sis of her remains shows her knee was broken off prior
to burial, but long after her death. The scientists found
the knee buried at another part of the site. The knee”
adds to the evidence for manipulation of the body parts
long after death,” Chamberlain said, adding that the

bones were dry before they were snapped apart.

Microscopic and chemical analysis also deter-
mined the bodies were subject to an acidic environ-
ment that enhanced preservation. That finding, and
the arrangement of the bones, suggests the dead indi-
viduals were first wrapped tightly and then immersed
in abeatbog. The scientists believe the bodies were
then removed and carefully buried under the round-
houses, where individuals resided.

Bodies preserved in peat bogs have been found
throughout Britain. With oxy-
gen blocked, the bodies ba-
sically ferment in what has
been described as a “slow
cooking process” that causes
them to tan and then darken.

Arranged  stones
marked the graves, which sur-
prisingly were located right in-
side the entrance to the house.
This would be like
homeowners today having
small cemeteries in the entry
halls of their homes.

The floor above the buri-
als was kept clear of debris
from craft activities, cooking,
etc., so it seems that the occupants of the house were
aware of the presence of the bodies under the floor.

In Bronze Age Britain, a transition occurred from
previous collective burial rites to a new burial rite in
which individuals were placed under houses or within
their own burial mounds.

University of Reading archaeologist, Richard
Bradley, points out Cladh Hallan is important, since it
preserves all elements of prehistoric life, including death.
He said researchers in Britain usually encounter “frac-
tured pieces of the past” but the site tells a “whole
story” since it is a place where people lived and where
they buried their ancestors.
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Friends, Kitty and Peter Carroll, sent a Christmas card with this glorious photo enclosed. I called
Kitty and she kindly gave permission for me to share the picture with you. You’ll see Newton the
Barn Owl flying over the crowd back to Kitty at the Silverleaf Rennaisance Fair this past year in
Battle Creek, Michigan.

Kitty said that the photo was just “a happy accident” and that it was taken by someone in the
crowd! See below for contact information should you like to have Kitty and Petter and Friends at
your next event.

Educational Birds of Prey-

Birds of the Gauntlet™
“ Free-Flight Raptor Programs

International Falconry Academy™

Courses, Waorkshops, Outings, Field Trips

Pest Bird Control -- Organically

Kitty Tolson Garroll

Email: Hawkmom74@birdsofprey.net
P.0. Box 1300, Live Oak, Florida 32064
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Genealogy
& Hlstory

Douglas F Kelly
from

1739 Publications

500 East Cleveland Street,
Dillon, SC 29536
Tel: 704.779.0161

Email: carolinascot@earthlink.net &%
SC residents add 8% sales tax

» Completely revised and

updated www.carolinascots.com ° 54 Highiand Scottish
* Names, dates, stories, photos + History andgenealog
 Lists emigrants and theird SPECIAL PRICE . Roots in Eastern y
descendents from Argyll to WHEN YOU BUY Carolina? You will
North Carolina, New York, BOTH BOOKS: probably .fin d the story
& Qanada $ 1 05 of your ancestors in this
during the 1740s-1850s comprehensive volume
» 28,000 names, 1850 pages with free shipping « 8,000 names, 500 pages
$75.00 + $11.50 S&H

$35.00 + 5.00 s&H

Read more about Orkney’s connections with the USA at

www.BuyOrkney.com

On-line shopping, guide book, webcams and more...
_from The Orkney Islands!
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Alastiin Mc(wiy/w on Scotland

Alastair Mclntyre, electricscotland.com

Book of Scottish Story

Our thanks to John Henderson for sending this
in for us. This week have added...The Villagers of
Auchincraig. And here is how it starts...

In one of the eastern counties of Scotland, there
is a pleasant secluded valley, known by the name of
Strathkirtle. It is well cultivated, growing good grain
crops, abounding in rich pasture-land, and beautified
by the water of Kirtle, which winds smoothly along
between its fertile banks, and
oses itself at last in the German
Ocean. Strips and roundels of
woodland, snug farm steadings,
and the sheltering hills on either
side, impart an air of peace and
an aspect of comfort to this se-
cluded Scottish strath, such as
may rarely be witnessed in other
countries. Spring nurses there
her sweetest wild-flowers, on
the meadows, in the woods, and
by the water-courses; summer
comes early with choirs of sing-
ing-birds, and the voice of the
cuckoo ; autumn adorns the
fields with the mellowest beauty,
and touches the green leaves into
gold ; and winter ever spares
some gladsome relics of the sis-
ter seasons, to cheer the hearts
of the inhabitants at Strathkirtle.

In the centre of the valley, and close beside the
stream, there formerly stood the ancient village of
Auchincraig; but the progress of improvement has, I
am told, almost swept its last vestiges away.

It was, without exception, the oddest, old—fash-
ioned place in which I ever resided for any length of
time. The dwelling-houses were of all shapes and sizes,
and they had been built, whether solitary, in rows, or in
batches, in utter contempt of all order and regularity.

One might almost have imagined that they had

fallen down in dire confusion from the clouds, and been
allowed to stand peaceably where they fell. Some had
their gables to the street, some were planted back to
back, some frowned front to front. The roofs of not a
few rose in ridges like the back of a dromedary, while
the appearance of others betokened a perilous col-
lapse and sudden downfall.

Auchincraig could boast of styles of architecture
unknown to Grecian and Ro-
man fame.

The primitive builders
had not been particular re-
garding the situation of the
doors, and evidently consid-
ered windows as useless
breaks in the walls.

Houses two storeys
high, with weather-worn and
weather-stained slate roofs,
stood beside humbler dwell-
ings, low and long, and cov-
ered with thatch.

The parish church was
situated in the burial ground
at the east end of the village.
It was an old edifice, with
ivy-mantled a spire, which
seemed ready to sink down
and mingle with the dust of the
many generations who slept around. Jackdaws con-
gregated on its summit, and swallows, unmolested, built
their nests in all the windows of the hoary pile.

The parish manse, which appeared scarcely less
ancient than the church, stood about a stone’s cast
from the place of graves.

Primeval trees hung their foliage over it in sum-
mer, shading its roof and windows from the sunrays,
and groaned mournfully throughout all their bare bulk

when the bitter blast of winter swept over the exposed
Continued on page 15
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Work With Us to Extend Your Toolbox

DNA has led to many discoveries, and it could lead to many more.

THE SIZE OF THE DATABASE MATTERS
- A genetic genealogy database s only as valuable
as its size. The smaller the database the more
limited the results, but the larger the database the
richer the experiance. Family Tree DNA has the
largest comparative database in the world, with
over 150,000 records and counting.

FamilyTrec DN A

www.FamilyTreeDNA.com

The shortest distance between two points is usually under
repair! Unknown
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Roland Lee Brown, born January 14, 1944 in
Spartanburg, South Carolina and died this Septem-
ber past. He grew up in Spartanburg with his deaf
parents, Max and Virginia Brown. Ronnie graduated
from Clemson University and retired from Duke
Power. He obtained his pilots license and built an
experimental airplane called a Velocity. He was very
active with the EEA-309 Charter.

Eleven years
ago, Ronnie was
diagnosed with
CLL/Leukemia.

He is sur-
vived by his loving
wife of 44 years,
Martha (Mott);
daughter, Daphne
Little and her hus-
band Jerry Little
and his grandchil-
dren, Brittany,
Cody and Garrett;
daughter, Misty
Lee Brown and
her fiance Eric
Ferguson and his
children Kimberly
and Krystal; two
special Godchil-
dren survive, Martha Ramirez Wittek and Trey Dorn,
as well as his brothers, Daniel of Beaufort, SC and his
children Blythe and Phoebe; and brother Cleve and
his wife Beverly of Hartwell, Georgia and their chil-
dren Danielle and Josh.

Ronnie asked that in place of flowers, please
make donations to the American Red Cross, PO Box
4002018, Des Moines, 1A 50340-2018.

Robert Bryere Grant, USA (ret.) of Augusta,
Georgia died this May 20 past at the age of 66. He
was survived by his wife, Judith M. Becker; his sons,
Robert B. (Chip) Grant, I1I of Nashville, Tennessee;

Geoffrey R. Grant (Peggy) of Grovetown, GA; Jody
G. Grant (Mendy) of Augusta; mother, Mary Sterling
Kramer of New Hartford, New York; stepdaughters,
Lesley Bowman of Atlanta, Wynn B. Sowersby
(James) of Atlanta; Ginger B. Wisser (John) of Atlanta
and grandchildren, Kelsey Grant of Grovetown, Garrett
Grant of Augusta and 7 Step-grandchildren.

Born in upper New York, he was of Native
American
heritage.
He had
neverreally
paid much
attention to
h 1 s
“Grantness”
until he met
Judy and
she intro-
duced him
to the
“wearin’ 0’
the kilt.”
She gave
him a used
kiltin Grant
tartan,
which he
bravely
donned, and a Highland Games roadie was born.

His military stories were legend and very, very
funny. He had a wonderful sense of humor and was
never afraid to laugh at himself. He was a man who
was steady, reliable and willing to stand up for his prin-
ciples and for the country he loved.

Janetta Thomas has passed away at the age of
86. Two pipers played at her funeral. Her husband,
Charles, died in 1994. Janetta joined Clan Grant USA
in June of 1980 and continued as an enthusiastic Life
Member. Janetta left behind daughter, Sherry (Frank)
Springer and her grandson, Loyal.
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Clan Home Society |
(International)
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Wouldn’t you like for
YOUR clan to be
represented here?

It s inexpensive and it 5 easy.
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David Elliot’s Clan

December 6, 2008 was the launch of ‘CLAN’, anew novel
set in the Borders of Scotland which spans 700 years from the
13th century right up to the present day. But this is not simply a
work of history, it is a tale of supernatural plots and intrigue that
encompasses both historical and current themes as Good and Evil
vie for power in the modern World.

David Elliot, an executive in the IT industry took a year out
to write the book. Three years later, his first novel ‘CLAN’ is
published and is now on sale. The story is told from the perspec-
tive of the author, who at fifty seven years of age, frustrated, out of
work and with three failed marriages behind him embarks on a trip
to the borders of Scotland to try through his ancestry to find some

validation of his life.

Itis based primarily around Hermitage Castle, allegedly one
of the most haunted sites in Britain and features many of the heroes
of Scottish history including William Wallace (‘Braveheart’), Rob-
ert the Bruce and some lesser known, but equally real and interest-

ing characters of border legend.

According to Elliot, “My research into my fam-
ily name revealed a fascinating history which encom-
passed the greats of Scottish history. But when I dis-
covered other real people like William de Soulis who
e rest of this at http://  congpired to kill Robert the Bruce, and the fact that he
bm/books/story/story67.htm  pacticed wizardry, allegedly sacrificed children and is
an be read at http:// <pparently’ boiled to death in lead from his own castle
m/books/story/index.htm roof - then even a man in his late 50’s working in the

to subscribe to Alastair’s | industry can be driven to give it all up to write a
halso tells you whenthenew ok 1»

eady) just visit http://
cotland.com/htm

Alastair Mclntyre, continued from page 11

churchyard. A beechen hedge encircled the manse and
anthagardan attached TThe residence of the minister was
bde in Auchincraig.

Accompanied by his daughter, son-in-law and
Continued on page 16

oun Society Of NA

et

-4 for all spellings of
n, Cowan, MacClintock,

ions available online at %ﬂ[ﬁﬂﬂn

You're invited to visit The Clan Colquhoun “Blogspot” at:
http://clancolquhoun.blogspot.com/
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David Elliot, continued from page 15

his beloved grandson, Thomas, Elliot finds that far from
bringing answers via his bloodline his very name has
led his family into unbelievable danger.

700 years of history threaten everything he holds
dearest in life and the family encounter horrors and
threats as myth and the real history of the “The Bloodiest
Valley in Britain” combine.

Border Reivers, mythical creatures and heroes
of Scottish history enter the story as the evil Lord Wil-
liam de Soulis embarks on his vile plot to assume
power of an unsuspecting world. Only one thing stands
against him — a family desperately trying to protect a
child.

Their only weapon is their love of family... the
power of their ‘Clan’.

Reviews “It’s a great read. In his youth my father
and some friends tried to stay the night in Hermitage,
but they were driven out by 10 pm.”

Madam Margaret Eliott of Redheugh, Clan Chief
of the Elliots.

“J.R. Tolkien meets Andy NcNab!” Matthew
Warner

MacTavish’s plan
2008 Gathering
Trip! Plan to come!

The Clan MacTavish is planning a gala trip asso-
ciated with the 2009 Gathering in Edinburgh, touring
through the MacTavish ancestral lands.

If you have never stood on the peak of Cruach
or Dunadd, walked through the gravestones of
Kilmartin Glen or wandered the fields of Culloden and
felt the presence of your ancestors, this will be a trip
you don’t want to miss.

The heather should be in full bloom and Ben Nevis
will be welcoming us....to say nothing of the festivities
in Edinburgh...and there are still some surprises in store.

The MacTavish trip is being organized by
McLean Scotland and the complete itinerary and pric-
ing can be seen at http://www.mcleansscotland.com/
mactavishtour.asp Details of the Edinburgh festivities
are posted at http://www.thegathering2009.com

The MacTavish trip is all the more special be-
cause the clan Chief will be traveling with the group.

Currently we have deposits for a few travelers,
but the tour company is holding it open for anyone
who would like to go.

You may call 603-778-7136 for full information.
There are a few singles who are looking to room-share,
so ask about that as well if you are interested.

From the MacTavish newsletter, Non Oblitus.
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‘CLAN’

A novel by David P Elliot

ol

“It’s a great read.
In his youth, my
father (Sir Arthur
Eliott 11th Baronet
of Stobs) and some
friends tried to
stay the night in
Hermitage, but
they were driven
out by 10 pm.”

Madam Margaret
Eliott of Redheugh.
Clan Chief of the
Elliots

This novel is a must for all Elliots whichever way
you spell it! And for anyone else interested in Border
History.

‘CLAN’ is the first novel by David P Elliot and was
launched on the 6th December 2008.

The theme draws heavily on the Clan system in
Scotland in a particularly turbulent period in “The Bor-
ders” —and includes both contemporary and historical
information which will be of interest not only to those
who enjoy supernatural or historical genre, but thriller
aficionados as well . But it is not set entirely in the past as
the rich and the powerful today are drawn into the evolving
plots and conspiracies.

The story is told through David Elliot who is 57,
frustrated, out of work and has three failed marriages
behind him. When he finds himself out of work in 2007
he goes to the borders of Scotland hoping that his an-
cestry will help him find some validation of his life.

The Elliot Clan
Gathering takes place
22nd July 2008...and
there will be a book
signing with Mr.
David P. Elliot there
at the invitation of the
Elliot Clan Chief
Margaret Elliot!

Afterwards, Mr.
Elliot will travel to
Edinburgh for The
Gathering on the 25th
and 26th.

Accompanied by his daughter, son-in-law and
his beloved grandson Thomas, he finds that his
bloodline leads his family into terrifying danger. 700
years of history threaten those he holds dearest as
myth and reality of ““The Bloodiest Valley in Britain™
combine.

The corruption of the rich and powerful meets
legend as Good and Evil clash over the lust for the
ancient Throne of Scotland and power in the mod-
ern world.

William Wallace, Robert the Bruce, Border
Reivers, creatures of supernatural horror and past
heroes of the Elliot ‘Clan’ are all involved as the evil
Lord William de Soulis actions his plan to assume
power over an unsuspecting world. All that stands
against him is a family fighting desperately to pro-
tect achild. Their only weapon is their love of fam-
ily.... The power of their ‘Clan’.

Visit & purchase this book at:

WWW.DAVIDPELLIOT.CO.UK
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Military Research will help you find
your folks! Here’s an overview...

Bryan L. Mulcahy

important role in the lives of many ances

tors. This is especially true for male chil-
dren of immigrant ancestors, males, other than the first
born, who were raised on farms.

Wars and military conflicts have been part of
American history from the Colonial Period to the
present.

Many male
ancestors will be
found in records
created as aresult
of military service
or by application
for veterans’ ben-
efits. Proof of mili-
tary service was
mandatory for the
ancestor or his
widow to qualify
for benefits or bounty land grants. This process was
cumbersome and generated paperwork which can be
valuable for researchers today.

Before beginning your research, there are some
basic factors that can help you limit your search.

First, did any military conflicts occur during the pe-
riod when your male ancestor was between the ages of
16 and 60? Focus your search on any military service
and benefit records that cover this period in their lives.

Many veterans served in several conflicts, so
check ALL records for these years. There were many
veterans who served in both the Civil War and the
Mexican War, in spite of the large gap in time between
the conflicts.

S erving in the military has always played an

Secondly, did your ancestor serve at the State,
Federal, or both during a particular conflict? If the
unit or militia in which he served was never called into
federal service, his military records will likely be at the
state archives rather than at the National Archives.

Finally, you must also determine whose side your
ancestor fought on.

For instance, your Revolutionary War ancestor
may have actu-
ally fought for
the British
(Loyalists).
None of these
records are
held by the
National Ar-
chives.

If he
fought for the
Confederate
forces, most of these records are only available at the
state archives where the unit was located. There are
some confederate records at the National Archives
but in a separate series, and they are not complete.
Clues to your ancestor’s service, the conflict he fought
in, which side he was on, and the name of the military
unit in which he fought may be found in a variety of
places, such as old family records, letters, souvenirs,
obituaries, tombstone inscriptions, and local histories.

Bryan L. Mulcahy Reference Librarian Fort
Myers-Lee County Library 2050 Central Avenue Fort
Myers, FL. 33901-3917 Tel: (239) 533-4626 Fax:
(239) 485-1160 E-Mail: bmulcahy @leegov.com
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SCOTTISH

Highland Games
January 17 & 18, 2009

Saturday: 8 to 5 * Sunday: 9 to 5
Central wWinds Park - Winter Springs,

Seminole County, FL
Rain or Shine - No Pets Allowed in Park

Piping and Drumming Competition ‘

Athletics (Men & Women) & Highland Dancing
Archery * Scottish Clan Tents * Border Collies
Vendors * Medieval Knights *& Authentic Scottish Food
Highland Hashing (Run for Beer) * Parade of Tartans
Kids’ Games * Free Winter Springs Town Centre Ceilidh

Y

Tickets and information:

O7-1- AM-SCOT
FILASCOT. COM

Adult: 1-day $12 Adv/$15 at gate * 2-days $20 Adv/$25 at gate
Sunday only: $12 gate - Child (6-11): $5

The celebration continues Saturday night at

inter Springs Town Center for a fee outdoor Ceilidh

Entertainment includes:

The Wyndbreakers, Albannach, The Hooligans

Saturday only: For the first time in the US, the EAST VS WEST Amateur Scottish Athletics
challenge featuring 2 teams, 10 of the very best men of might and muscle, hailing from sea to
shining sea, throwing heavy objects. Sunday: Regular men’s A & B & women will compete
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Charleston Pipers 2008 Revisited!
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riverside ??
museum appeal

Ik Elmyrass Traeg

Winter 2008

INTRODUCTION FROM OUR CHAIRMAN

CDKE TG

WELL

QLR first R

In this issue:
= [ntroduction Trom our Chasmman
* Progress o site

= The Project Director reflects on
progress 1o date

= A word from the Praject Curator
= Schiond hoarding progect
* BAE systems makes landmark gift

Project Milestones

* Nov 2007-Sep 2010
Building of the Riverside Musaum

« Apr 2010
Decant of collections and staff
Closure of Muteum of Transpont

* Apr 2010-Dec 2010
Exhibition and facility firout

= Spring 2011
Opening of new museumn:

Riverside Development Office  Phane: (141 278 5515
Emall: riversidemuseumappeahiiglasgow o Websie: v riverdeappest org
Mdress. Kelvingrawe Art-Gallery and Miseum, Angyie Straat, Glasgow G2 88G

e e el L SO e A
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A WORD FROM KIRSTY DEVINE — PROJECT CURATOR
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Our sponsors:

Firstp
'BAE SYSTEMS

BANK OF
‘><‘ SCOTLAND

DIAGEO

Forthcoming events:

Carols Christmas Cracker
Jain Carol Smallie at Kelvngrove
Art Gallery and Musewm o
Sunday 14 December at 2.00pm.
Caral will be hosting an aftemoon

of festive fun for all the family.

News

Congratulations Lord Smith
of Kelvin

We are delighted o announce
that 5ir Rebert Smith was

. gleyated 1o Lord Smith of Kelvin

in the spring 2008 and that he
was recently vated Leader of the
Year at the Business mskher

Elite Awards

Visit the Glasgow
Museums website
and donate online

Next newsletter -
Spring 2009
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This article is reproduced here
with the permission of SCOTS
magazine. For subscription
information, please see page 30

Tom Freeman: Raising the Standard
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CABERDANCER

The Heraldic Art of Tom Freeman

Walhalla, a sleepy little town nestling in the foothills of the beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains of South
Carolina, is about as remote from ancient Edinburgh and the hidebound traditions of Scottish Arms
as it’s possible to be. It is, however home to one of the world’s most talented heraldic artists, the

graphic designer Tom Freeman, whose meticulous clan banners and armigers’ standards now fly at

Highland gatherings throughout the world. Mr Freeman spoke with Bruce MacWilliam.

om Freeman’s Scottish forebears were

I Stuarts and Frasers uprooted in the tur

moil of the Highland Clearances of the

early nineteenth century and obliged, like so many

Scots, to make new lives for themselves on the far

side of the Atlantic. Atthe end of their voyage, both

his maternal and paternal ancestors continued their

journey overland, all the way down to the safe haven

of South Carolina. There, in the wooded foothills of

the Blue Ridge Mountains, they settled and farmed
and generally prospered.

The emigrant Scots of South Carolina are par-
ticularly proud of their cultural heritage and they’ve
held fast to their traditions, particularly their music.
Over time their distinctive, toe-tapping fiddle tunes
morphed into the unmistakable rhythms of Bluegrass,
the distinctive folk music of Kentucky and the Caroli-
nas. Alove of music in general and Bluegrass in par-
ticular are among the many strands woven into the
fabric of Tom Freeman’s life.

As aboy he taught himself to play the bagpipes.
Whereas his tone-deaf brother heard only “the squeal-
ing of a stuck pig” Tom was mesmerized by the beauty
of the musical chords that seemed to be floating down
to him from his ancestral past. “It was,” he says, “the
kind of music I’d been pining for.”

Tom wanted nothing more than to be a profes-
sional musician or perhaps a teacher of music. How-
ever, “‘a chain of happy accidents” as he puts it, was to
send him in an altogether different direction. When he
was a student at the University of South Carolina he
enrolled, almost as an afterthought, in an advertising
layout and design course. It was a decision which
was to have a profound bearing on his life. He quickly
discovered that he had a natural flair for commercial

art, so much so, that he was kept busy with profes-
sional commissions long before his graduation. In the
years in which he worked as a graphic designer with
one of Atlanta’s leading publishing houses, he earned
areputation for his artwork and for his business acu-
men.

Then, in 1988, his world literally came crashing
down around him. Apart from music and art, Tom’s
other great passion was motorcycles. He and a friend
had ridden up into the mountains to listen to a Blue-
grass session at a local pub. On the way home Tom
came off his bike. To this day he does not know why.
“I ended up in a ditch,” he said. “I remember lying
there, looking up at the bright stars in the night sky. I
could feel my arm resting on my leg, but my leg couldn’t
feel my arm.” In that instant, he knew he had a spinal
cord injury and that his whole life had changed. Pa-
ralysed from his chest down, he realised that as a
paraplegic he would spend the rest of his life in a wheel-
chair.

He was gripped not by fear and despair as most
of us no doubt would be, but by an incredible calm. A
disembodied voice - his own - told him it was “time to
go to Plan B” - a plan that did not involve self-pity.
“Both my parents had led very tough lives,” he said.
“They had lived through the First World War, the Great
Depression and the Second World War. They knew
all about hardship, but not once did I ever hear them
complain about anything. I'm sure that had alot to do
with their Scottish stoicism. My parents were always
cheerful in the face of adversity and I very much ad-
mired them for that. I figured thatif I allowed myself
to feel even the smallest degree of self-pity I'd be
dishonouring all that they stood for. I told myself

Continued on page 28
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The Flying Heraldry of Tom Freeman, continued from page 27

‘something good will come out of this’ and sure enough
itdid, eventually.”

In the meantime, though, Tom lost his job and
quickly discovered that even with his talents and ex-
perience, finding employment was far from easy for a
man with disabilities.

“I was extremely lucky,” Tom said. “I had my
arms, my hands, my head, everything I needed for my
work. Trouble was, no one wanted to hire me, so I
figured I'd better hire myself.” And that’s exactly what
he did. Together with a couple of friends, he formed
Caberdancer Graphic Design, acompany which would
tap into the rich vein of Scottish sentiment that sur-
rounds Highland Games in the United States.

He started by creating a tee-shirt designed as
a souvenir of the year 2000 Charleston Highland
Games. “Lo and behold,” he said, we sold a whole
bunch of them. We were in business.” It was a
success that he and his partners were to repeat at
many other Highland Games. In 2004 he received
his first commission to display what he calls “flying
heraldry.” - a metre square banner displaying the
Achievement of Arms of the Baron of
Cowdenknowes. “Ireally didn’t know much about
Scottish heraldry at that stage,” he said, “but once |
started to delve into the research, I was hooked. It
kinda snowballed from there.” Indeed it did.

Mr. Freeman subsequently met Romilly Squire,
the world renowned heraldic artist, and through his
assistance and generosity he has been able to ensure
the all-important accuracy of the heraldic artwork. “It
took us awhile to locate all the craftspeople we needed
to take the artwork and turn it into banners and stan-
dards,” he said, “bur now that we’ve figured all that
out, we’ve carved out a neat little niche market and
business has snowballed. Our clients are Scottish
Clans, Saint Andrew’s Societies and Armigers (indi-
viduals who have matriculated Arms) who display their
regalia at Highland Games. These are people who
take a particular pride in their cultural heritage and in
their Scottish identity in particular.”

Tom Freeman is at pains to point out that heral-
dic banners are not simply decorative items. Flying
proudly at Clan Gatherings, he says, they act as bea-
cons that signify rallying points for clanfolk and kins-

men, just as they did in ancient times.

“All the symbols that we see in heraldry have
their roots in traditions that go back over many, many
centuries,” he said. “They’ve been into battle and cher-
ished in family homes and castles throughout Scot-
land. They’re at the heart of the cultural identity that
we all share.”

In July 2009, when the great parade of Clans
and Armigers marches from Holyrood Palace up the
Royal Mile for The Gathering on the Edinburgh Castle
Esplanade, look closely at the banners and standards
being held aloft. Chances are that man of them will
have come from the creative genius of Tom Freeman
who will be there in the wheelchair that is the symbol
of his own indomitable Scottish spirit.

For further details on Tom Freeman’s flying
heraldry visit www.caberdancer.com and see the
advertisement below.

SCOTS subscription information, page 30.

509 W Main 51, Walhalla, SC 20651 USA
(864 718-8102 Fax: (864 718-8105

Web Site- www.caberdancer.com
E mail: salescecaberdancer.com

Order now for The Gathering 2009
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Just a few examples
of Flying Heraldry
by Tom Freeman.
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Begin or renew

your membership
of

SCOTS

The Journal of the Scots Heritage Society

at
wWww.usscots.com

S u bSC ri pt i O n Rates (Valid to February 1, 2009)

*US & Canadian subscriptions are processed in pounds sterling at the UK prices shown below.
The US$ and C$ equivalent rates are correct at the time of printing.

UK & Europe 4issues £19.75 9issues £39.50
Australia 4issues A$45.00 9issues A$89.,00
New Zealand 4 issues NZ$50.00 9issues NZ$100.00
Canada 4 issues C$42.00* 9issues C$84.00*
United States 4 issues US$40.00* 9issues US$80.00*

Over the past 102 years The Scots Heritage Society has published 42 issues of SCOTS and
limited stock of all back issues is still available except for Numbers 8, 16, 33 and 36. (The
articles from these issues are now available on-line.)

Over 700 articles provide you with a wealth of information and ideas for planning your next trip to
Scotland.

Our website, www.usscots.com details the content of all back issues and allows you to purchase
those which interest you.

The website also provides a search facility which allows you to locate articles by topic as well as
search our extensive Links Section and Scottish Clans & Societies Directories.

WWW.USSCOIS.com
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