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Repair of recently discovered Hawick
twelfth-century music manuscript

A fragment of a manuscript used by mo-

nastic orders during Holy Week was recently

discovered by Archive Manager Rachel

Hosker and her staff

at the Scottish Bor-

ders Archive and

Local History Cen-

tre in the Heart of

Hawick centre. It

was contained in

papers relating to

the Rutherford fam-

ily of Knowesouth,

near Jedburgh.

Following re-

pair by Gloria

Conti, a member of

National Archives

of Scotland (NAS) conservation team, the

manuscript was presented in a hand-cut

mount to aid display. The document will

now go on public display and some excerpts

from the manuscript will be performed for

the first time since its discovery.

The manuscript is a fragment from a mis-

sal, the liturgical book that contains the texts

used by a priest for mass. It also includes the

items sung by the choir. The public will get a

chance to examine the

manuscript when it

goes on display for a

time at the Heart of

Hawick centre.

Rachel Hosker

said they were

pleased to have dis-

covered the docu-

ment which had ex-

perts “so excited

about what it can tell

us about medieval

life” and noted that

the “The team at the

Heritage Hub will be working further on

the Rutherford collection to see if more can

be found out about the mystery of how it

came to be there.”

For more details go to the Heart of

Hawick website:http://

www.heartofhawick.co.uk/heritagehub/.

It is better to deserve honors and not have them than to have them and not deserve them.
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Looking for your Scottish Family History?

www.scotpress.com
Information on hundreds of Scottish

families, as well as:

* Bagpipe music books
* Scottish history and culture
* Scottish and Celtic folklore
* The Scots and Scots-Irish in

orth America
* Antique estate & interesting

Scottish Jewelry
* Small Scottish Antiques

Visit our site to purchase instant download materials

Unicorn Limited, Inc.
Since 1979, your #1 Source

for information on all things Scottish!
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38± unrestricted acres on
Lake Keowee, SC FOR SALE

Great investment for family compound or development.

Borders deep water! Blue Ridge Mountain views!

This beautiful parcel of 38±  unrestricted acres is
one of the last privately owned large tracts of land on
Lake Keowee.  Beautiful building sites on the wooded
acres on deep water.  Blue Ridge Mountains in view!

It’s priced right, too.

Lee Realty

Call Dick Cawood
cell 770-300-8773/office  706-782-7011

CLAN WALLACE 2009 INTERNATIONAL GATHERING

   The Clan Wallace Society gathered last year at the Scottish Highland Games in Estes Park, Colo-

rado!
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Ramsay or Ramsey?
John Ramsay, President, Clan Ramsay Association

All my life I have had people ask me about

the spelling of my name.

Is it RamsAy or RamsEy?

Back in Rowan County, North Carolina,

where I grew up, my family was referred to by the

local newspaper as the “A-Y Ramsey”.

There were other Ramsey families in town,

but they all spelled their name with an”E.”

I learned at a young age that our limb of the

Ramsay Family Tree descended

from Robert Ramsay born in Scot-

land on March 29, 1716.  Robert

came to America around 1731.  He

was part of the large Scots-Irish

immigration underway during that

period of American History.  Rob-

ert settled for a number of years in

Chester County Pennsylvania.

It was common for immigrants

to arrive as indentured servants, if

for no other reason than to pay off

the debt associated with the ships

passage.

After seven years he would have been a free

man.

Robert married, and in 1766 after having 7

children, the family packed up and headed down

the Shenandoah Valley along the Wagon Road

through Western Virginia and into the Carolinas

where land grants of 100 acres were available.

Robert’s family arrived in the Piedmont part of

North Carolina that was then Rowan (now Davie)

County about 1766.

They built a log cabin and settled into the ag-

ricultural life adopted by most of the new arrivals.

As Presbyterian, Scots-Irish, they shared

strong faith convictions and a natural and tradi-

tional suspicion and distrust of English colonial

administration and tax policies.  When the Revo-

lutionary War broke out, Robert’s sons fought

alongside other Scots-Irish Patriots at places called

Kings Mountain and Cowpens.

Robert and two of his sons, David (1745) and

Andrew (1755) are buried at Centre Presbyterian

Church near Mooresville, NC.

As a teenager with a budding interest in fam-

ily history; I went to visit the

church cemetery.  Guess what:

On his gravestone, Robert’s last

name is spelled Ramsey. Even

more interesting; buried on

Robert’s left is Robert’s son

David, with his last name spelled

Ramsey.  Buried on Robert’s right

is Robert’s youngest son Andrew

with his last name spelled

Ramsay.

I, and my ancestors, are de-

scended from Andrew Ramsay.

Why the different spelling?  We

can’t be certain, but in those days, Clerks of Court,

Registers of Deeds, immigration officials, and cen-

sus takers would right down what they heard.

Robert Ramsey’s will is signed with an “X”, be-

cause he was infirmed and near death.

The will was drafted in 1783 by the local Jus-

tice of the Peace.  Andrew signed his will Andrew

Ramsay.  When and why Andrew adopted the tra-

ditional Scottish spelling we do not know.  Why

his brother David retained the Ramsey spelling is

unknown as well.

What is known for sure is that approximately

half of the decedents of Robert Ramsey spell their

Continued on page 4
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Clan Crawford Association
Incorporated to serve our members worldwide to preserve our legacy.

Our Associates can assist you with surname related activities including events,

DNA genealogy,

heraldry, surname history and more.

Ralf Smart, Director, SE
803-425-5316  or general_ly@yahoo.com or

www.clancrawford.org

If you’d like to be reminded
when a new issue of

Beth’s
Newfangled Family Tree

is “up” here,
all you have to do is visit

www.electricscotland.com/
maillist.htm

That’s Alastair’s ElectricScotland
newsletter

sent free each Friday..
but it is also where the new issues

of BNFT are announced!

efefefefefSpeaking of old wive’s tales
This one’s about quilting as collected and

contributed by Donna Benedict.

1. Unmarried boys and girls gathered around

a new bridal quilt and tossed a cat on it. The per-

son closest to where the cat landed would be the

next married.

2. If a girl has not made a quilt by the time

she is 21, no man will want to marry her.

3. Using the marriage symbols of hearts,

cupids, doves or love knots on a quilt before

the girl was officially engaged was to court

spinsterhood or a broken engagement.

4. A vine or cable appliqued or quilted along

the border of a bride’s quilt must not be broken,

because a break in the design foretold a marriage

marred by tragedy or a life cut short by disaster.

O u r  t h a n k s  t o  R o o t d i g g e r ,  a

p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  M a r i o n  C o u n t y

G e n e a l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  P O  B o x

1 2 0 6 ,  O c a l a ,  F L  3 4 4 7 8 - 1 2 0 6 .

efefefefef
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How to order

A Historical

Handbook to

Scotland
by Duncan MacPhail

You may order, if you’d like to use

a credit card, from

http://www.amazon.com

or a USPS Money Order or Check

$25.00 includes s/h
from Beth Gay-Freeman

102 Lakeside Drive,

Walhalla, SC 29691

vvvv

 Join the Celtic League
ContactCeltic League American Br.

PO Box 30153

Dag Hammarskjold Center

New York, New York 10017

Send $35 for individual or

        $40 for couple/family

        membership with your name,

     and address.

Scottish Wills service transfers to

ScotlandsPeople website
The contents of the Scottish Documents

website have now been integrated into the re-

designed ScotlandsPeople website - http://

www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/

- to provide a seamless

and enhanced service to

family historians.

Through this site you

will continue to be able to

search the index of Scot-

tish wills, 1500-1901,

view the wills of famous

Scots and use the re-

search tools free of

charge.

The benefits of the

new site are its improved availability and ease

of navigation, together with access to the

records of our project partners, General Regis-

ter Office for Scotland and the Court of the

Lord Lyon.

Most Scottish

Documents customers

have agreed to transfer

their accounts to the

S c o t l a n d s P e o p l e

website.  Instructions for

downloading remaining

images can be found on

the Scottish Documents

site. The Scottish Docu-

ments site, along with

the National Archives of

Scotland and SCAN

websites will be redeveloped to offer new ser-

vices over the next couple of years.
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Does anyone have unwanted copies of

 the old Family Tree or BSBL publication?
I did not end up with any copies of The Family Tree that I produced from 1990 until 2005.  I did

not end up with any copies of Clan Donald’s publication, By Sea By Land, that I produced for almost

ten years.

If anyone has any unwanted copies of either of these, I surely would appreciate it if they would

mail them to me.  I’ll be happy to reimburse the postage.

Thanks thanks.  Just mail to Beth Gay-Freeman, 102 Lakeside Drive, Walhalla, SC 29691.

There are new

ways to publish

your book
Sellf-publishing used to mean paying thou-

sands of dollars and committing to hundreds of

copies the book “up front”.

Today’s companies use print on-demand

(POD) technology to print books as they’re ordered.

The publisher does not print books in advance (for

which the author must also pay in advance). In-

stead, books are printed one-at-a-time as orders are

received.

Print-on-demand publishers who take orders

through the Web include: 1st Book Library at

<www.1stbook.com/>, Xlibris at

<www1.xlibris.com/>, IUniverse.com, at: <http://

w w w . i u n i v e r s e . c o m > .
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Scottish Clans & Organizations...
If you would like for your group to be represented here, just con-

tact BNFT at bethscribble@aol.com

These ads are NOT expensive and are a great way to reach poten-

tial new members.  $5.00 per issue or $60 per year - pay for a year and

get 12 issues for $55.00.

Please send name and billing address and your ad copy.  If you

wish to send a business card and a check, just mail to:  Beth Gay-

Freeman, 347 Rocky KNoll Rd., Walhalla, SC 29691.  Make checks to

Beth Gay, please.

Clan Skene Association, Inc.
Clan Skene Assocation, Inc., invites membership from

Skene and septs Carison, Carney/Carnie, Currehill, Dyas, Dyce,

Dyer, Hall, Halyard/Hallyard, MacGalliard, Rennie  &  Skains.

Jessie Beacher Skeens, Jr., President

5116 Ridgeway - Orlando, FL 32819-7429

(407) 351-3667  jskeens@cfl.rr.com
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?? ? ?
Clan Colquhoun Society Of NA
2984 Mike Drive

Marietta, GA 30064

sijepuis@bellsouth.net

Colquhoun/Calhoun, Cowan, MacClintock,

MacManus. Applications available online at

http://www.geocities.com/clancolquhoun_na/

home.html

The king is Scottish!!! Elvis!
Elvis Presley’s roots can be traced back to a village in

Aberdeenshire, according to a Scottish author.

Allan Morrison, from Greenock, said he has discovered that

the musical icon’s ancestors lived in Lonmay in the 1700s. Scot-

land was the location for The King’s only visit to the UK, a

brief landing at Prestwick Airport, outside Glasgow in 1960.

Mr. Morrison said the first Presley in America was a man

called Andrew Presley who arrived in North Carolina in 1745.

Records show that his father, also Andrew, married Elspeth Leg

in Lonmay in 1713.

The Presley roots in America could be traced right up to

1933, when Elvis’s parents married. The singer was born two

years later.

Most of the Presleys living in Scotland during the

18 th  and  19 th  cen tu r i e s  cou ld  be  found  in

Aberdeenshire. They were based in Lonmay and the

nearby villages of New Deer, Old Deer, and Tarves.

It’s mind-boggling to

realize that Elvis would

have celebrated his 75th

birthday this year!

Our paternal ancestors left Glasgow and migrated to Australia in the 1840s and 1850s. My own interest lays in
trying to find out if the McTAGGART priests were originally of Celtic Druids or maybe Viking-Norse Anglo-Saxon

priests? (Macan T’ Sagairt = sacerdos in Latin) Possibly Celtic Christianity or heathen high priests? Apparently,

the name is also of Irish Gaelic as well. There is a place seemingly named Ballymacantaggart in Vullenderry,

located in Northern Ireland. The Macant’sagairt (McTAGGART) appeared in 1214 and somehow originates from

the lay Abbotts of Applecross in which connects somehow to the name of ANRIAS in which the MACANT’
SAGAIRTS came from the O’BEOLAN bloodline of priests. I wish to ask you if you could purely provide me of

any contact addresses in Scotland or even Ireland that would have relevant history on the priesthoods and which

inherited priests would the McTAGGART have come from. (Would I have to look for Celts, Norse, Anglo, Chris-

tian origins?) I seem to be not making any relevant progress in my enquiry into my inherited genealogical name.

Worse still, I haven’t a computer. I must communicate in the old fashioned manner of letter and written commu-

nication, I’m afraid. Furthermore, if you are able to give me some written contacts in Scotland so I can communi-

cate with, I’d be extremely pleased. Contact Mr. Ian Robert McTaggart, PO Box 6017, Karingal 3199, Victoria,

AUSTRALIA
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The Other 70%
Judi Lloyd, president Scottish District Families Assoc., starshipraleigh@aol.com

When the Renaissance movement infiltrated

Scotland in the mid-15th century, Scotland was

ruling itself with its own king, James III - the grand-

son of Robert the Bruce - and had its own parlia-

ment, which had instituted regular taxation, an

army and navy, and increased emphasis on law

rather than kinship in the settlement of disputes.

At the time an uneasy truce existed between Scot-

land and England.

The Renaissance, which means rebirth, was

a rebirth of the classics of Rome and Greece dur-

ing the 15th through the 17th centuries. During this

time the printing press was invented and these clas-

sics could be reproduced and translated much more

quickly than by the previous method of hand print-

ing copies of manuscripts. After 1460 ideas rap-

idly spread throughout Europe. It became the

golden age of art (including literature) and inven-

tion.

James III was a Stuart who had one of the

longer lines of royalty, able to trace their line back

to the first Gaelic king of Scotland. His was in fact

one of the oldest pedigrees in Europe, much older

than that of the reigning Tudors in England. This

‘pedigree’ was an important asset in Renaissance

Europe. Royal courts were the primary forces be-

hind the Renaissance movement in Britain. Sort

of like keeping up with the Joneses.

Earlier, during the reign of James I (from 1424

to 1437) universities such as the ones at Aberdeen

and Glasgow, as well as St. Andrews were founded,

but most references to the Renaissance in Scot-

land refer to the reign of James IV who became

king in 1488 at the age of 15. If you were to see the

Scots of that era they would appear no different

from their English, Spanish, and French peers.

True, the Highlander was uneducated, poor, con-

sidered barbaric, but the Lowlanders and city dwell-

ers were on a par with any of their European neigh-

bors in dress and in education.

Scotland’s royalty had always married foreign

royalty to forge or keep alliances, so much of

Europe’s culture was introduced through these for-

eigners. Trading with France, Burgundy, and

Flanders also brought continental ideas to Scot-

Continued on page 13
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A Highlander And His BooksA Highlander And His BooksA Highlander And His BooksA Highlander And His BooksA Highlander And His Books
Scotland Remembers the Alamo

by Carl Peterson
Reviewed by

Frank R. Shaw, FSA Scot

Carl Peterson is a multi-talented man. He

sings. He writes music. He plays the guitar. He

tours. He is one of Scotland’s top recording artists

(I have more CDs by Carl Peterson than any other

Scottish artist). He has his own recording studio.

He flies his own plane. And, now, he is an author.

I knew he could sing. I did not know he could write,

but he does, and quite well!

Carl has written an unusual book about the

Alamo and the influence of the Scotch-Irish, or

Ulster Scots, as they were known in Britain. Scotch-

Irish, you ask? Yes, 70% of the 200 or so men de-

fending the Alamo were of Scotch-Irish ancestry.

John MacGregor played the pipes at the Alamo

before losing his life there, and it’s said there was

a fiddler who played Scottish tunes at the Alamo.

Some say his name was Davy Crockett.

Sam Houston, of Scottish ancestry, read both

Scottish history and the works of Robert Burns to

inspire himself and his army to victory against

Mexico. It was Houston who scattered a plea for

volunteers throughout the countryside by declaring:

“Freemen of Texas

          To Arms! To Arms!

Now’s The Day, And Now’s The Hour”

Maybe the next time you read Scots Wha

Ha’e, you will have a better appreciation of these

words that come from the pen of Robert Burns. It

would not be the last time Houston quoted Burns.

Other Scottish writers influenced the men at the

Alamo. Sir Walter Scott would figure prominently

in songs and stories. Lord Byron, not given enough

credit for his Scottishness, also played a part. Byron

was brought up in Aberdeen by his Scottish mother

and once said of himself that he was “half a Scot

and bred a whole one”. These Scotch-Irish knew of

the battles of Wallace and Bruce and their defeats

and victories over the massive armies of the father

and son team of Edward I and Edward II. Those

brave lads took this knowledge with them to their

graves at the Alamo.

William Barrett Travis, a South Carolina na-

tive, and eventually the Alamo commander, had in

his possession Sir Walter Scott’s Ivanhoe, Waverly,

and The Black Dwarf, as well as Jane Porter’s The

Scottish Chiefs. Travis also read Lord Byron, and

he emulated the heroic characters found in these

books. Ironically, the son of Travis was named

Charles Edward, two of the names of Bonnie Prince

Charlie. Both Travis and Houston read Burns,

Scott, and Byron widely. Scott was the favorite

author of Travis who was 26 years old when he

died at the Alamo.

There are many unusual characters in the

book. None more so than Moses Rose, who fought

in Naples, Portugal, Spain and Russia. He is the

man who told of Travis drawing the “line in the

sand”. True or not, it sure sounds good! This friend
Continued on page 15
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of James Bowie was the only one not to cross the
line. He was a mercenary of sorts, and when asked
later why he did not stay for the last few days of
the siege of the Alamo, he replied, “By God, I was
not ready to die”.

Peterson tells us “the primary reason for this
book is to demon-
strate through the
music how impor-
tant the Scottish
spirit was in Texas
and at the Alamo”.
Peterson goes on to
point out “when
you understand the
history then you
understand the mu-
sic, for the music
connects the
people to their cul-
ture, present and
past, and especially
to their history…”

In addition to
Now’s The Day, Now’s The Hour, you will want
to purchase Scotland Remembers the Alamo, a CD
released by Carl in 2001, which is a natural com-
panion to the music section of this book. I’m lis-
tening to it now as I type these words, and I can
feel in my bones what Carl Peterson is singing and
writing about.

I enjoy a good read as much as the next fel-
low, and Now’s The Day, Now’s The Hour is just
that – a good read. I love history, and I love music.
I read a lot of the former and listen to a lot of the
latter. I picked this manuscript up with a question
in my mind and put it down with an exclamation
in my heart! Make that a song. Many of you, like
me, will find this to be a quick read. It is a fasci-
nating book about a subject many of us have not
thought or read about. The first part is history. The
second part is music. Both are like two sides of the
same coin, you can’t have one without the other.
To the author, I simply say that I look forward to
your next CD and maybe, one day, you will gift us
with another book. Both will be winners! Or, to

use the coin analogy again, both will be sterling!
(4/29/04)

Dream Catcher Publishing, Inc., owned and
run by Dwan Guthrie Hightower of Clan Guthrie
is proud to announce the release of Carl Peterson’s
book: Now’s the Day and Now’s the Hour. It is a

brief history of how
Scotland remembers
the Alamo. With po-
ems, verses, songs,
lyrics and musical
scores of the music
popular at that time
and played at the
Alamo.

This intriguing
Scottish insight into
the battle at the Alamo
gives a completely
and historically accu-
rate look at the men
who fought and died
at the Alamo.

This book can be
purchased from Dream Catcher Publishing 888-
771-2800 or 850-647-3637 or
www.DreamCatcherPublishing.net or
Amazon.com or at all fine book stores.

Couldn’t resist this photo of my “twin brother”
Jim Walters and my dear friend, Carl Peterson!

Scotland Remembers the Alamo , continued from page 14




































