Maybe this time?
Edinburgh Zoo's giant
panda Tian Tian

artificially
inseminated AGAIN
The zoo is open but the panda enclosure will remain closed to visitors until 5 May.
Panda reproduction is notoriously difficult, pattly
due to the very short breeding window with owlation
occurting only once ayean
Staffhad hoped Tian Tian would mate naturally
with the zoo's male giant panda Yang Guang but when
this did not happen, a decision was taken to artifi cially
inseminate her using Yang Guang's sperm.

Colleagues from the China Conservation and
Research Centre for the Giant Panda (CCRCGP), the
Leibnitz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research (IZW)
and Roslin Embryology assisted the zoo's staff during
the procedure.
Iain Valentine, director of giant pandas for The
Royal Zoological Society of Scotland, said it would
be some time before they knew if Tian Tian had con-

to full term, we have no doubt that she'll be an excellent mother and both our male and female's genetics

will bepreserved in funne giantpanda generations."
Thetwo giantpandas anivedin Scotland inDecember 201

1 and are being rented by Edinburgh Zoo
fromthe Chinese govemment for adecade for an annual fee ofabout f600,000.
TianTianhadpreviously given birthto twins in
China but all attempts to produce a cub at Edinburgh
Zoohavefailed.
Read more at http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/

news/scotti sh-news/maybe-time-edinburgh-zoo-giant7
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ceived.

Writing in his blog, he said: 'oWe continue to believe that it's important biologically for Tian Tian, a
female inherprime, to breed andreproduce and add
to avital ex-situpopulation outside of China.
o'If
we can successfullv assist Tian Tian to carrv
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More ideas on hotrr to
Keep your clan rnelT)-

bers being rnernbers...
Just being released from a stay oftoo many days

in

the hoqpital, with days and days to think...and long enough

to make me late for the first time ever with

BNFI I did

have timeto thinkabouthowwe can all keep our Clansmen and Clanswomen for a very long time..

The brand new ClanWallace Guardianhada
fine ideathis time. (see below) They have figured out

ways for existing members to be recognized and
awarded new status within their group!
I have been discussing this with a relatively new
Scottish friend ofmine...and we have come up with a
few things that DO sound sort of interesting.
There are many sites onthe Internetthese days
where you can send greeting cards to your members
for any occasion, you might choose, be it birthday,

wedding aruriversary or annivers*y 6ftbi"i"g your
clan. Clan Henderson even awards nice lapel pins for
5th, 10th, 1 5th, 20th and 25th clan annivsaries. These
greeting sites rate from free...to about $ 15 per year with unlimited use. (ZERO Postage, too )
I don't know anyone who does not enjoy getting
a nice card.
There is aprogram which makes it easyto be in
touch with your members called Constant Contact.
This is an inexpensive program whick will save you
LOTS oftime.
!

Anything you can think of to do that adds a personal touchwithyour members isjust great.
Has anyone thought about orgwizng"Outlander
Evenings" with their clans folks - where groups might
gather in your area - maybe bringing a covered dish and watching that weeks'installment together? You
could move the parfy every week! What fun.
Nothing is too much trouble to do when it makes
members enjoy their association with your Clan organtzatton
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2016 Games set for

Winners of the 3 (or more) Generations Award in red shirts top and bottom right. Most deservedly, Clan
MacNicolwon this award for bringing FIVE generations to our games. They are showing the numbers of years they
have attended Glasgow Highland Games. We hope their smiles mean they will be with us for many more years to
come. Bring your own Three Generations to the Glasgow Highland Games!

The Kentucky Transportation Gabinet has a service called the Safe
Patrol. lf you are on an interstate or parkway and need assistance with your
car, they can provide gas, oil, air for flat tires, jump batteries and other minor
repairs free of charge. The telephone number to call is 1-877-367-5982. This is
a good numberto put in your cell phone. Below is the website that details what
they

p

rovid e. Vis it: http

://unnnru.

tran s po rtatio

n . ky.

gov

Absolutely No Pets - No Refunds - No Provisions available for Pets

Tltele5al Sgstem in Scotlattd
STITANIGE SCOTNSIJ

IAWS

With thanks to the St. Andrew Cross, from the SAS of Tallahassee, Florida,
Written by St. Andrew Society Member Judge Bruce McKibben
Scots Law is one of the three recognizable
branches of law inthe United Kingdom, the others
being Nofihem heland law and English law. Scots Law
has, historically been very different from the others,
but is morphing into a more traditional branch. However, having saidthat, there are still some Scottish laws
that bear discussing, if only for their otnique" provisions. Here are a few:

in charge of a cow. And if
you've seenthose large wooly
beasts, you can understand
why.

In Scotland, the law
obliges every citizen to allow

whoever knocks on their
doorto use thetoilet. Now I

In Scotlan{ itis illegal wish we had known that befor a boy under the age of fore our last trip; would have
10 to see a naked manne- saved manyan anxious moquin. Can't help but wonder ment looking for aplace.
who would be charged with
A weird procedural law in Scotland can be found
the crime: the boy, his par- in criminal trials. Besides the verdicts of guilty or not
guilty, a jury can also return a verdict of "not provents orthe mannequin.
If a dead whale is found on the Scottish coast, en." I imagine that comes about when they wished the
the head immediately becomes the property ofthe King,
government had a better case against the defendant,
and the tail becomes the property ofthe Queen. (The but even ifthey couldn't find him/her guilty, at least
Queen can add this treasure to her ownership of any they could express their dislike ofthe person.
mute swans living in open water, another weird law.)
There you have
It is lesal inYork
it. Butbeforethinking
to kill aScotinsidethe
the Scots arejust cerancient city wall s if the
tiftably uazy when it
Scot is carrying a bow
comes to their laws,
and arrow. Be sure to
remember that there
check your luggage
are similarkinds oflegal precepts in the
carefully if visiting that
city, although I don't
States. For example,
thinkthelawappliesto
there is atowninKansas thathasmade it illegal to throw knives

AmericanooScots."

And in Carlisle.
any Scot found wandering aroundmaybe

at men wearing

whipped or jailed.
Maybe they just presume the Scot will have

been drinking too much and

needs a little punishment.

In Scotland, itis illegal to be drunkwhileyouare

Befh

striped suits or shirts.
Hmm. Makes you wonder what in the world was going on to incite that law.
So, there are a few things to keep in mind on
your next visit. Stay tuned for more fun cases from
Scots Law.
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For detailed itineraries, contact Martha Ha*zag, U.S, Representative
at m.hartzog@mail.utexas.edu
or Hope Vere Anderson at hopeanderson@btinternet.com

"ch€ ]oupnsy oF th€ scofs tptsh"
luly 12-23, 2016 .

12 days

.

$5,475 double occupancy (airfare not included)
single supplement $1250
(airfare not included)

"my hexpt's fi, che htqhla,nDs"
lSth c. Scotland & The Outlander Story
September 15-24,2016. l0 days
$4,695, double occupancy (airfare not included)
(Single supplement $1,250)

Hope Vere Heritage Tours: www.hopevereheritagetours.com

Clan Sutherland ooBest Clan Tent" at
the 2016 St. Augustine (FL)
Celtic Music and Herita e Festival

Clan Coordinatorfor the St. Augustine, Florida, Celtic Music and Heritage Festival,
Roger Smith presents Clan Sutherland with our trophy for Best Clan knt in St.
Augustine, Luft to right: Doris Pritchett,'Carolyn Tbpp, Howard Tbpp, Roger Smith,
and Alice Sutherland

2016 CSSNAAGM set for GMHG
This year marks the 40th anniversary of the
founding of Clan Sutherland Society ofNorthAmerica
In 197 6 a group of people gathered during the Grandfather Mountain Highland Games and discussed the
possi-bility offorming our society in order to promote
our Scottishheritage and family. We are looking forward to celebrating this achievement by conducting
ourAnnual General Meeting at Grandfatheronce again
and hope many ofyou can attend.

This year's Clan Sutherland Societv ofNorth

Beth

AmericaAnnual General Meeting will be held at 1 :00
pm inthe Chiefs tent dwingthe GrandfatherMountain
Highland Games on Saturday, July 9th. These games
will be held at MacRae Meadows on Grandfather
Mountain, located in Linville, North Carolina You can
visit the games website atwww.gmhg.org for more information such as ticket purchases, schedules, lodging and di-rections.
TheAGM host hotel will be the Best Western
Continued on page 9
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The quidon of the Chieftain

l--rlrr,

The Paisleys are a family of considerable antiquity, having been associated

with Lochwinnoch and Paisley (parts of what later became Renfrewshire),
with Cunningham and Kyle (North Ayrshire), Innerwick (East Lothian) and
Roxburghshire, since the time of William I King of Scots 1165 - 1214.

William I Paisley (died ante 28 September
1171) and William ll Paisley (killed in battle
ante 1218) were prominent in the following
of the first three hereditary stewards of
Scotland, while William ll Paisley is also
noticed attending the itinerant court of the
King of Scots during 1179 - 95.
Separate and quite distinct branches of the
family had already developed at Lochwinnoch
and Paisley and in the Roxburgshire barony
The Ghiefly Arms of Paisley
of Westerlea

of Hawick before the end of King

David
Bruce's reign in 1371 and the beginnings of
others are found in records for Edinburgh
and the three Lothians from 1389 onwards

and at Dunrod near

Borgue

(Kirkcudbrightshire) in still Gaelic speaking
Galloway from 1585.
WOW! NC's Triad Games, MD's Fairfield, Charleston, SC and Richmond, VA! The

Paisley Family Society was busy

in 2015.

Check our webpage

2016, Contact Martha
Brown at: mbrown220@aol.com, Paisley DNA prolect <dlangsto '.@yahoo.com>

<vrnrvw.paisleyfamilysociety.org,uk>

Duncan W. Paisley of Westerlea,
Chieftain of the Paisley Family

to see whatwe're up to in

CSSNA' continuedfrompage 7
plus Mountain Lodge at | 61 5 Tlmecastle Hwy, Banner Elk. NC 28604. We have a block of rooms reserved from July 7- 1 0 with a group rate of $8 1-$ 1 52
per night depending on weeknight or weekend stay.
Rooms can be reserved by calling the hotel directly at
828-898-457I andspecifiithe group rate for "Clan

-

Sutherland".

THE DEADLINE FOR THE GROUP

Clan Sutherland Chief, Lady Elizabeth, The
Countess of Sutherland, front row and center. Attending Grandfather Mountain Highland Games,
Linville, North Carolina I979

The Isle of Skve featured in
new John Pendleton novel
Are you interested in the beautiful Scottish
Isle of Skye? And do you like a good read? Then
a new novel by author John Pendleton, entrtled lll
Wnds,may be just what you are looking for.

Ill

Wnds rs atale

oflus andinfidelity, withmost

ofthe actiontakingplace on Skye.Althouglrtlre characters and some ofthe locations are fictionalthe novel
captures the essential character ofthe island.

The story is

a

contemporary one, with

a

bitter

wind farm development suggesting parallels with barbaric clan battles ofthe past. It also
takes alookat second siglrt, thatmysterious andunwelcome gift claimedto afflict some Higlrlanders.
The tale revolves around a happily mar:ried
and creative English couple, who move to Skye
feud over

a

Continued on page

Beth

lI

RATE IS JUNB 7, AFTER THAT FULL RATES
APPLY
The CSSNAAGM dinner will be held Saturday
night July 9that the Best Westem banquet facility
"Beech Room". We will start the evening with a meet
and greet at 6:3Opm followed by dinner service at
7:00pm.
The Dinner Buffet includes:

Mixed Green Salad withAssorted Dressings
Roast Top Sirloin of Beef, Carved to Order
Horseradish Sauce, Natural au Jus
Roast Chicken with Drambuie Sauce
Colcannon
Dundee Marmalade Glazed Carrots
Soda Bread with Whipped Butter
YeastRolls
Dessert: Gingerbread with Lemon Curd
Beverages: Iced Tea and Coffee
Cost for dinner will be Adults $3 2, Children ages
7-10$2},ages 6 andunder $14.00 all inclusive oftax
and service charge.
Please make checks payable to "Clan Sutherland

Bill Sutherland,
12507 Kane Alexander Drive, Huntersville, NC

Society" and send before June, 1 Oth to

28078. For questions or more information please call
7 04-957 -3609 or email <mrbil1m5@carolina.rr.com>.
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Genealogical Research in the South

Geneal,ogica[ Rese arch Ln the Southern States:

Research, Resour ces artd Repositories

Bry*

L. Mu[caW,

frrence LtbrarLan,
Fort Myers Regional Ltbrary.
Sahnday, Tvlay 7, zo'r1 fto 9:3o AM unti[ rzr5 PM,
South Butldtng, 165r Lee Street., Meettng Rooms A & H.
Speaher,

Thts semLnar

wtLL cover

the states of ALabarna,

R

FLorLda,, Georgi,a, Louisiana, MississLppL,

North and South. CaroLlna., Tertnessee, Texas ntd,\ltrgmia,.
TLrc tdenttttes

of the east coast ports of

the trnp ortartt mi.gr atLon tr arls

1n addtttonto Ldentfymg

on utLLizmg

tL'te

'wytmLgration,

us e d.

as we[[ as

by the s ettlers.

onLtne resources, discussion

willfocus

mryor research repositories in this regton.

Prograwts are FREE and. open to tLrc pubLic. Advutce Registration 's requtred.

CalL zgg-4zg-+6Si Callt Bryan TvhuLcahy at zg9-599-4626 Email, brrnilrcahygl.eegov.com

.'Etiiil

House of Bovd
Greenville,SC 2015
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John Pendleton, continuedfrom page 9
to fulfiI their pipe dream of a better life.
They become enmeshed inthe dispute overthe

wind farm and met a rich assoftment of local characters - a mixture of the furury, the devoutly Christian
and the dangerously violent. And their world is soon
tumedupside down....
Ill Wnds by John Pendleton is available in paperback from Amazon Books, price f7.99, or on
Amazon Kindle, price f,1.99.

Beth
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SCOTTISH HERITAGE USA, INC.
ACCEPTI NG APPLICATI ONS

FoR Dnruce AND PIpING ScHoLARSHIPS
Applications are currently being considered for one week scholarships to lhe Schoo/ of Scoffrsh Arfs (for
dance) in Minneapolis, North Carolina and the North American Academv of Pipino and Drumminq in Valle
Crucis, North Carolina.

Applicants for the Scottish Heritage one week scholarships
must submit a letter of application by May 20,2016 to:

Scottish Heritage USA, Inc., PO Box457, Pinehurst, North Carolina 28370.
The letter of application must include the following:
. EUSPBA # for piping and drumming (tf you have one)
. FUSTA # for dance (tf you have one)
. Applicant's name, address, contact phone number, email address (f avaitabte) and age
. Please indicate student's level of training and (forpiping/drumm,n9) instrument
. Brief essay explaining why applicant is applying for this scholarship (no more than one printed page and

.
.

must be written

by applicant)

lf the applicant is under 18, the application letter must be co-signed by parent or guardian
Applicant's letter must be accompanied by a letter of recommendation from an accredited

instructor

APPLICATION DEADLINE lS MAY 15,2016 -(AroExcEpzows)
The School of Scottish Arts is held at the Candlestick Retreat and Enrichment Center in Minneapolis, NC
on Hwy 19E which is 8 miles from Newland, and 15 miles from MacRae Meadows, site of the Grandfather
Mountain Highland Games.
Built in 1932, the Minneapolis schoolbuilding has been transformed into the Candlestick Retreat &
Enrichment Center, a72-bed facility. The center has added new conveniences but kept the flavor of the
original hardwood floors and old school feel. Available are a full commercial kitchen and dining area, dorm
rooms, updated bathrooms, exercise room and a full size gymnasium which is perfect for dance classes.
There is also a large common living room with a cozy atmosphere provided by the fireplace and comfy
furniture. The center is located at the intersection of the Big Horse Creek and the Toe River which
meanders around the boundary of the facility.

The purposes of Schoo/ of Scoffrsh Arfs (SSA.) are:
. to encourage the preservation of the folk arts, heritage and traditions of Scotland
. to extend the knowledge and practice of Scottish Arts by providing a center for learning and
offering instruction conforming to traditional standards, and;
r to stimulate public interest in Scottish arts and traditions.
SSA accomplishes this mission by offering quality dance instruction from top teachers of Highland Dancing
and by introducing and reinforcing knowledge of Scottish culture and history. For more information on the Schoot
of Scofflsh Arfs, please contact Patricia Johnston at ppllSleIJ@eo!,pom. The school does not presently have a website.

Nofth American Academv of Pipins and DrumminsThe piping and drumming school, started by the late
John McFayden, of Glasgow, Scotland, and Sandy Jones, has been operating in Valle Crucis, North
Carolina for over 40 years. The school's professional instructors conduct one-week classroom instruction
on piping and drumming. Room, board and tuition are included at a very reasonable price. visnne Academy's
website at www.naapd.orq

YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE A SCOTflSH HERITAGE MEMBERTO APPLY FOR IHESE SCHOTARSH/PS
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Royal is my Race!
Fdilte! The Clan Gregor Society is a growing organisation with membership
throughout the world. lt's most active objectives are to extend the links of kinship
and friendship between MacGregors, wherever they may be, and to provide a
focal point for all members of the Clan and interested visitors who wish to learn
more of our noble past.

Sir Malcolm MacGregor of Maccregor
7th Baronet of Lanrick and Balquidder

24th Chief of Clan Gregor
Clan Gregor
has
Great Lakes,
New England,
Pacific
Northwest,
" Western
United States
and
Southeast
Chapters

r*'l
JT

L3S

For membership,
contact:
120 Wicksford Glen
Sandy Springs,
GA 30350
Ms. lshbel McGregot,

Secretary
5 Alloa Road
CAMBUS by Alloa

Clackmannanshire
FK1 O 2NT
Scotland

The Scotland Adventure Continues
Dr. Pete Hylton, Ed.D., Fellow of the Institution of Engineering and Technology, Fellow of the
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, Fulbright Scholar. 317-274-7192 and phvlton@iupui.edu
headquarters. The John O' Groats Lodge in
Castletown meets twice a month in a renovated

Caithness Flag

Scottish Flag

church. The third local lodge meets down in
Latheron Wheel, about 30 minutes away. Their
Tyler carries a sword that was used at the Battle of
Waterloo. All three have welcomed me with open
arms.

Life at the Edge of the World
One of our friends in England, upon hearing

that we were considering moving to Thurso in
Caithness, said "That's the edge of the world."

Well, we are a long way from the big cities and the
highly traveled byways. But Thurso is not the edge
of the world. However, on a good day,Ithink you
may be able to see it from here.
So, you might ask, just what is there to do at
the edge of the world? Well, let me tell you......
for entertainment in the evenings, there are monthly
Accordion & Fiddle Club meetings in both Thurso
and neighboring Wick. Now, before you scoff,
these are great fun. The music is lively and
entertaining and the people are friendly and
welcoming. It is a good time and an evening well

There is a local commirnity theater that
performs at The Mill, and they have aplay they are
performing this month. I have already been
solicited by the group of men who build props and
scenery.
't'

spent.

I have connected with a very active Church
of Scotland (closely related to the American
Presbyterian church) congregation and there is also
a Sunday evening Evensong service at the
Episcopal Church (essentially an Anglican
congregation, but you can't call yourselfthe Church
ofEngland and expect anyone in Scotland to
attend).

There are also frequent small concerls by

visiting performerso mostly playing wonderful
traditional Scottish music on fiddle, guitar, pipes
and accordion.
St. Peter's Operative Masonic Lodge in
Thurso meets twice a month in what appears to be
an old castle but is actuallv an old resimental

Our new book for the week actually first was published in 1 906 ! It is the most important record of the actual
design of the birlinns which plied the seas on the west coast of Scotland and throughout the Hebrides from
about 1000 to 1600. This new reprint has been completely reset, with the original drawings remaining true to
the original. It comes to you on lovely, extra-hear,y paper. It is much more than a "picture book," for each
galley is described in detail, giving specifics on rigging, oars, sails, and more. Ifyour clan originates in the
Western Isles or on the west coast of the mainland, this is for youlAs usual, the postage is $3.99 to any US
address; for our over-the-border customers, we will charge actual First Class Mail lntemational rates. Contact
Vicki ifyou have questions or to place your order. Happy readinglRenny and Vicki Mcleod
P.S. For those of you who are really serious about this sort

ofthing, are from one ofthe Viking clans,

or

just

er{oy ajolly good adventure, be sure to check out this website: http://$'lvw.drakenexpeditionamerica.com/
. OnApril 26th, a group ofhardy sailors set sail from Norway in the largest dragon ship ofmodem times. They
are headed over the fabled route from Norway to Iceland, Greenland, Canada,and finally the USA. Keep up
with their voyage, as they once again prove that We should be celebrating Lief Erickson Day rather than

ColumbusDay!

Argyllshire Galleys: Historical Examples from Scotlandos West Coast By LordArchibald Campbell.
80 pages. paperback. spiral binding.$24.95Overacenturyago, LordArchibald Campbell, anotedArgyllshire
and military historian, determinedly set out to preserve the last remaining illustrations ofthe Scottish birlinns, the

Viking-inspired ships which so characterized the history of the Western Isles from 1 000- 1 600. No ships, no
plans, no written descriptions remained which would provide the detail for these sturdy ships which Campbell
so avidly sought. The only remaining evidence was in the carved tombstones of Highland chiefs or knights, on
Iona and in other gravesites ofthe west of Scotland. He copied the detailing at the last moment before weather
and time completely destroyed evidence of the rigging, the masts, the oars, the spars and yardarms of these
iconic masterpieces of sailing technology. Whether MacLeanor MacDonald, Campbell or MacDougall,
Macleod or Maclan, Mackinnon or MacNaughton, the great chiefs of the West demanded the very best
transport available, and in these luxury ships they traveled the great water highways from Orkney to Argyll and
beyond. Lord Archibald ( 1 846- I 9 1 3) was an avid "gentleman-histo rian," who devoted many years to his
thorough researches. Aside fromArgyllshire Galleys, his other works include Highland Dress, Arms, and
Ornament; Records of Argyll; and Scottish Swords from the Battlefield at Culloden.

Copyright @ 2016. Unicorn Limited, Inc. All rights reserved.Our mailing address is:Unicom Limited,
Inc.P. O. Box 1 25 Loachapoka, AL 3 6 8 65 USA3 3 4. 5 0 | .0202mcleod@scotpress.com

Beth
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There is always a warm fire going at the
Comm Bar just a block away.. And at the YNot Pub
just 4 blocks away there is good atmosphere, good
food, good taps, and good internet. The pavilion is
a small, 8 table establishment with good food and a

if you don't want to sit
home in the evenings and watch the interesting stuff
great view of the harbor. So

to a red card, and tied the game against their arch
rivals, and the l'eague leaders, the Brora Rangers
from just to our south in Sutherland.
Or, you can watch the local rugby team. I
never understood rugby in the states, and I still
don't. Thank goodness the Scots don't play
Cricket. I would NEVER fisure it out.

on BBC (much more interesting and intellectual

than US television in my humble opinion), there is
always someplace to go.

Well, that covers the evenings. But what
does one do on a pretty day? And mind you, a
pretty day in Caithness is nothing shorl of
incredible.
You could go watch football (soccer to you
colonials) as the boys from Caithness, who play for
Wick, take on their opponents in the North
Highland League. The team's nickname is the
Scorries. Scoruie is a Scot name for a seagull.
Trust me, if you live in Caithness, you see a lot of
scorries. Note the team mascot in the ohoto below.

Now shinty - there is a sport that I can get
into. Ice hockey is descended from this uniquely
Highland sport. Note how similar the sticks are.
Except shinty is played on grass and without pads
and with a rock-hard ball instead of a puck.

Also note that the field (that's "pitch" in
Scot's dialect) slopes uphill to the far corner of the
second photo. So half the game you are running
uphill to score. Could that be a home field
advantage? Well it was on the day that I went to
watch Wick take on their nearest rivals, as when the
home team got to run uphill toward the goal, they
came from two goals behind, while a man short due

The story goes, that during the clearances,
many Scots relocated to Nova Scotia (Latin for New
Scotland) in Canada. But the island was too rough
and rocky to provide a flat and smooth place large
enough to play shinty. That is, until the lakes froze

over.......and hockey came into being.
Or you can join everyone in the UK in the
pub on the day of the Grand National, a huge
steeplechase event held at Aintree. Interestingly, I

lliotClan Society, USA
lVlem bers h i p

I
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The Elliot Clan Society is a worldwide organization, with active
branches inAustralia, Canada, New Zealand and the United States. ln
accordance with Scottish Clan Law, Clan membership includes all
Elliots, Elliots, Elliotts, those of whose mother or grandmother was so
named and their spouses. This also applies to Elliots of known Scottish
descent.
lf you are a person of Scottish ancestry bearing the name Elliot,
Elliott or Eliott (lncluding the spouse or descendant of such person) and
wish to join the Elliot Clan Society, please fill out the membership form.
Those forms may be found on the "Official ECS Website" at:

welliotd an.com
For US residents, please make sure that you send your completed
ECS USA membership forms to the Membership/Treasurer. Once you
join the Society, you will receive periodic newsletters from the ECS
USA and our Parent Society in Scotland. The newsletters will inform
you of Scottish festivals in your area and other announcements of
importance to our Clan. Membership allows you to meet other Elliots with
similar interests who share our Scottish heritage.

Contact Patricia Tennyson Bell
Email: dublincollen@sbcglobal.net or write
2984 Siskiyou Boulevard
Medford, OR 97504
( ga'ditu(€r

tlpdp)

gJawqndglig@

visited Aintree last year, but for the time trials held
on the remains of the old track on which the original
British Grand Prix was held. Note the cars racins
by the white fences for the horse circuit.
'1... ,i

Or you can walk the beach in Thurso, with a
great view of the cliffs of lJunnet Head in the near
elistance and the islands

of Orkney in the far

distance.
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Or you could go explore the ruins of a
castle, like the Castle of Old Wick, below. This is
one of the still-standing (sort of) oldest castles in
Britain. It was built in the 1160s by Harold, Earl of
Cathness. Like many of the early rulers of the
nofth, he was half Norse and half Scots. Caithness,
Orkney and Shetland are closer to Scandinavia than
they are to London. Thurso and Wick were settled
by the Vikings. You see history around every

Pref'er water sport ?

Try surfing.

corner.
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You can spend lime gardening in your wee
yard. In Scotland you never need to worry about
lraving to water your flowers.
Or you oan go bird watching....espeeially
seabirds on the cliffs.
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You can walk one of the rnany eostal walks
past the geos (long narrow steep sided clefts in the

i '{*.ilt ' ltr

MftmenirnrSnc,
This old West Marche Riding
Clan, one of the Border Clans
from the earlynoos, were retainers of Clan Douglas and also allied with the best Border families through blood and friendship. Their land holdings were
extensive. To survive on the often invaded Borders, they engaged in the "rieving" of the period and participated in many
battles against the English.
Declared "unruly" by the Scottish Parliament, many of the Clan were "encouraged" to emigrate to the Ulster Plantation in Northern lreland after 16ro.
AfterWilliam Bell, called "Redcloak" and Chief of the Clan died in 1627, the chiefship
became dormant. Without leadership, the Bells ceased to exist as aviable clan.
Clan Bell NorthAmerica is a charitable organization of Scottish descendants and
friends of Family/Clan Bell dedicated to the study of Bell Genealogy and Scottish
history and the perpetuation of family tradition.
CBNA cordially invites membership inquiries from persons named Bell (all spellings), their descendants and friends. A quarterly newsletter is published. Tents are
hosted at major Scottish festivals from coast to coast in the USA.

President & Membership:

David E. Bell
1513 Anterra Drive
Wake Forest, NC 27587
debelli n nc@reagan. com

Airrb aun We&'site:

clanbell.org

If you have genealogical ties to the surname Keith (including alternate spellings such
as Keeth) or any of Clan Keith's Sept family names, you were born into the Clan Keith!
Septsand spellings include: Achindachy-Astine-Aston -Austen -Austin - Cate(s) - Dick- Dickson

-Dicson-Dixon-Dixson-Falconer-Faulkner-Harvey-Haruie-Hackston-Haxton-Heruie-Hervey-Hurrie-Hurry-Keath-Keech-Keeth-Keith-Keyth-Kite-Lum-Lumgair-MacAustin-MacDick-MacDicken-MacDickie-MacDeetch-MacKeeth-MacKeitch-MacKeith-Marshall -Urie-Urry

The Clan Keith Society would be delighted for you to join us as a memben For more
information, please email membershipclankeith@mindspring.com or call 404-539-5222.

Dunnottar Castle, stronghold of the Keiths (near Stonehaven)

to attend your local Highland Games and, if you see our tent, please come
by for a visit. The tent convener will have information about Clan Keith's fascinating
history as well as membership information. Membership in the Clan is not expensiv-e
but one of the finest investments that you will every make. Hope to see you soon!
Please plan

The Clan Colquhoun Society in North America
rs now...

The Clan Colquhoun International Society

http :llwww. cla nco I q u h o u n . com
Contact Tom Hodges:
sijepu is@bel lsouth. net
Allied Families and Septs of

Clan Colquhoun are:
Colquhoun, Calhoun, Cowan,
MacClintock & MacManus

Clan Blair Society
Memberships are cordially invited for Blair
descendants and other interested parties.

wwvv.clanblair.org
President Clan Blair Society: Jim Blair
7200 S. Prince Street
Liftleton, CO 80120
Email : president@clanblair.org
Membership Chairman: Gharles Diman
3413 Sunnybrook Drive, Charlotte, NC 282104715
Email: GlanMembership@clanblair.org

costal cliffs) and stacks (free standing rock
outcroppings)

You can explore a loch (Scottish for lake).
And maybe explore one of the old fishing
harbors, examining its abandoned engineering
works and old buildinss.

Or you can go hill walking. Hill walking is
a great pastime on sunny days. And walking is easy
in Scotland, as the paths have the right-of-way, and
landowners cannot close down or block off
footpaths.

Send any kind

of monetary donotion to subscribe to

0dtic Seusons
...ffon

the sfueom o{ Celtic

Consciousness

Moke checks poyoble to Rich Shoder

Emoif Celtich rghlander@msn.com
or wrne Rich & Rito Shod ?? , editors

I73 Greystone Drive

Hend ersonvi lle, NC 28792
lf you would'like to advertise your business or activity,
please contact us for particulars.

Both types of gates let you cross fences that
keep the livestock in the right place. Of course, as
you hike, you share the terrain with the natives.

When on designated paths, you are allowed
to cross property lines and fenceso often with either
a

turnstile gate,.........

It is spring,

so the golden gorse is in bloom

on the hillsides.

or a'okissing gate," so named because the sons and

You pass old steadings and crofters cottages
from only a few hundred years ago.

daughters of adjoining property owners could meet
at the property line fence and climb to the top of the

gate for "social interaction."

Sometimes you find things you don't

recognize.....like this next photo. Any guesses? It
is the first floor of a windmill. The upper story and
the blades were wood, so are long gone. Use of
wind power has been important in Caithness for a
long time. But then we get LOTS of wind up here.
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LOVE rARrAN...?
The Scottish Tartans Authority is a registered charity
based in Scotland and we are the only organisation
dedicated to the preservation, promotion and
protection of tartan. We would love you to join us as a
member and support our worthy cause,..

Membership directly contributes to ensuring that
Scotland's iconic cloth is maintained for future
generations of Scots, both home and abroad.
Exclusive benefits include a regular newsletter, access
to our Tartan and Clan experts as well as lots more.

JOIN NOW FOR $30
For more information & to become a member
please visit

www.ta rtansa uth oritv. com
Or contact us at
adm in@tartansauthoritv. com

The stones that once made up the roof were taken in
the 1700s to build this dam, which still holds back
the water today. Note the stone sluice gate.
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You might find an ancient burial caim from
Neolithic times, which are 3000-5000 years old.
This one, the Cairn O' Get, has been partially
excavated and you can see how the opening corridor
led to the inner chamber.

And you never know when you might
encounter a standing stone, either alone, like the one
shown here, or in a circle.

.

Archeology can be a pastime here, and there
are Heritage Centers in Thruso, Wick, Castletown
and Dunbeath that are centers for those with this
type of interest. One night I attended a presentation

at one of the heritage centers, entitled "sun, Moon
and Ancient Stones." A gentleman who has spent
years examining close to a hundred burial cairns in
the Highlands and Islands explained the cairns

using a combination of archeology, astronomy and
folklore. Most cairns have a circular burial
chamber at the center in which were buried bones or
entire skeletons. Sometimes they were also stored

in cavities or niches built into the walls of the center
chamber. The passageway from the outside was
usually built about 3 feet tall, such that it could only
be entered on one's knees.
These passageways were almost always
aligned such that on a special daylnight, the light of
the setting sun aligned perfectly with the
passageway such that the light would stream
directly down the passageway, illuminating the
center chamber. His photos showed some
astonishing effects as the red-orange glow of the
setting sun literally made the inner chamber glow in
an eerie orange-ish light.
The most frequent day for this alignment to
occur was midwinter sunset (21 December, the
winter solstice). However, other special dates,
known from Gaelic folklore, were also chosen as
the date to align with the sun, such as Beltain
(spring fertility festival, in May, halfway between
the spring equinox and the summer solstice),
Samhain (the end of harvest festival, in October,
halfivay between the autumn equinox and the winter
solstice), and Lughnasa (the beginning of harvest
festival, in August, halfivay between the summer
solstice and autumn equinox).
Perhaps the most amazing is the huge cairn
at Maeshowes, on one of the nearby Orkney islands
(we can see the southern-most island on a clear
day). We have visited Maeshowes before, and the
center chamber can hold over two dozen people and
the passageway (which aligns at winter solstice) is
tall enough to walk down it, merely bent over a wee
bit. There are other small channels built through the
walls which align to the sunset on the other three
special days. This structure was built over 5000
years ago. If you ever come to visit us.....plan to

take the time to go to Orkney and see this structure

well as some of the rings of standing stones.
Speaking of rings of stones, Caithness has a
lot of those, also. Our speaker explained that these
are usually constructed such that ifyou stand in the
center, there is a stone aligned with the axis of the
setting or rising sun on each of those important
dates. A few sites, such as the Cairns of Clava,
have a ring of standing stones encircling a cairn, so
the alignments of all the stones took quite a bit of
planning and work.
There are a few standing stone sites in
Caithness which are arranged in an array rather than
a circle. The most notable of these is not far from
us. It has 192 stones arranged in 22 rows and is
inventively known as the Hill O' Many Stones. I
visited it one recent sunny day. No one has yet
figured out the purpose for these sites or the
explanation of the anangement of these types of
as

arrays.

The Scottish Tartans Museum & Heritage Center is located in downtown Franklin, North Carolina.
This tartans museum is a non profit organization operated by a Board of Directors and the only
tartan museum in the United States.
Ourmuseum is located downstairswhich shows
the evolution of the kilt and the history of tartan.
Our gift shop, which supports the operation of
our museum, is located upstairs and our volunteers are trained to look up surnames and provide
customers with a bit of history and what tartan their family should wear.
We offer our gift shop online and brick and mortar. Here you can order custom made kilts,
ladies kilted skirts, sashes, scarves, neckties, fabric by the swatch or by the yard, kilt hose and all
quality accessories to accent your highland wear.
Admission is $2.00 per adult and $1.00 for Children 6-12.
We are open Monday through Saturday 10-5 pm (Winter hours are 11AM until4 PM) lt is
always a good idea to callfirst if you are planning a trip to ourquaintwee mountain town because
we might have snow and ice.

)

Visit our website and learn some history as well
www. scottis hta fta n s. o rq
Te I e p h o n e 82 8-

524-7 47 2 or em

a i I u s ta rta n s@scotti s hta rta n s.

org

Then there is a hilarious story of a friend of
mine, who when a lady visited from the states,
asked her if she would like to have him knock on
her bedroom door to wake her up in the morning.

In a typical British tum of phrase, he asked "Would
you like me to knock you up in the morning?" He
was a wee bit embarrassed when she explained what
So, as you can see, there is plenty to do out

world. If you are a moogie
(British slang for kitty - and no one seems to know
why), then you spend your day moving from
window to window, watching Scotland walk by.
Floyd, Annie and Othello have arrived and adjusted
to their new home rather quickly. My lap is often
full to overflowins in the eveninss.
here at the edge of the

that would mean in America.

Ahhhh......the joys of learning a new
language and a new country.

I watched a silent film made in the fifties
here in Caithness which had been lost in some
archive for all these years. lt had recently been
rediscovered and set to music with modem
musicians and traditional tunes. I have visited
castles from centuries ago and Neolithic
cairns......50 years, 500 years, or 5000
years,. . ..Caithness is timeless. Caithness is
Caithness.

A man who spoke up after the film said that
many people would pay to find the peace,
hanquillity, and pace of Caithness. But you can't
buy it. You have to find it. And the A.9 is a long
road north, and most people run out of patience
before they get here.
We have found that here are many
differences in Scots English and American English.
And often phrases take on completely different

meanings. Among the nearby towns are
Skarfskeny, Wick, Mey, Latheron Wheel,
Broubster, Lybster, Nibster, Scrabster, Reay,
Dounreay and Tongue. A resident of Tongue shows
his support for hometown with the following
bumper sticker. In America, this might be
interpreted differently.

Cheers from the edee of the world..!

"Did not strong connections draw me
elsewhere, I believe Scotland would be the
country I would choose to end my days
in." ..
......BenjaminFranklin
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