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As you can imagine there has been a lot of thought
and discussion as to the next gathering, and it will be a
while before any final decisions are made. However, it
does seem as if the first real opportunity would be in
2012, the year of the Olympics, which are being held
in London. It would be an ideal opportunity to host an
event in Scotland either before or just after they have
taken place.

In planning the next gathering, it is important to
remember that 2009 is the year of The Homecoming
and that a lot of government support has gone towards
marketing this initiative. It also begs the question of
what really was the major draw card for all those who
came from overseas. As some have rightly
commentated a “once in a lifetime” occasion should
be just that. However, there are various aspects of
The Gathering which could easily be replicated and
would have an equally strong appeal. There is also the
whole issue of venue and availability of accomodation
etc. On reviewing the costs, it becomes quite appar-
ent that future events of this scale will need a far greater
level of public and private funding, especially if the
event is to emulate The Gathering. It is this financial
requirement which will probably have the final say in
when and where the next gathering takes place!
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On a more personal note it is very sad to see the
departure of all the staff who did so much to make the
occasion so successful. For the last year it has been a
rollercoaster of a ride, and we could’nt have done it
without them. As it is ...on Monday,  Jenny, Lucy-
Rose and I will face an empty office, and the challenge
of planning the next .

With thanks to the PanAlba Newsletter.  Visit
http://www.panalba.com/ to join.

L o r d  J a m i e
Semple on �The
next Gathering�

Lord Jamie Semple

During his entire lifetime, Herman Melville’s timeless classic of the sea, Moby Dick, only sold 50 copies.
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Identifying  The Correct AIdentifying  The Correct AIdentifying  The Correct AIdentifying  The Correct AIdentifying  The Correct Ancestncestncestncestncestororororor

Encountering people with the same name is a
given in genealogical research.  Dealing with this
issue in multiple records (or at every turn) can drive
even the most dedicated person up the wall.  The
key to ultimate success is pulling together facts
to separate the correct candidate from the others.

Determining this answer means more than
knowing simple names and dates.

Researchers should focus on learning as
much about specific details of the daily activi-
ties and lives as possible.  Examples of this level
of detail would include: Names: This sounds
obvious but in reality, people are given names at
birth and baptism, but choose to go by their
middle names or nicknames later in life.  Re-
searchers may encounter multiple names and
spelling in various records. Dates of Birth and
Age:  Our ancestors lived in an era where sur-
vivability, not precise accuracy in record keep-
ing, was the most relevant issue. Places of Birth,
Marriage, Death, and Residence:  Knowing the
locations of these events and localities are criti-
cal since most genealogical relevant records are
arranged by state and county. Occupation, Eco-
nomic, and Educational Status:  This informa-
tion may provide clues to other relevant records.
Some brief examples would include:

a.      Land/Property Records
b.      Court Records
c.       School Records
d.      Probate Packets
Religious Affiliation: Historically,

churches were the central influence in many of
our ancestor’s lives.  Many churches were in-
volved in immigration matters.

Identifying neighbors, friends, and rela-
tives:  If anyone in the family or a neighbor kept
a diary which has survived, this can be an invalu-

Bryan L. Mulcahy, Reference Librarian, Lee-Fort Myers, FL Library
E-Mail: bmulcahy@leegov.com

able tool for information.  Neighbors, friends,
and relatives often knew more details about the
families and events in their history than you
imagine!  This can be especially true when deal-
ing with “black sheep”.

They can be especially helpful in migrations
since people often moved in groups with others
whom they were familiar with or related to.

Military Service: If your ancestor served
in any branch of the military, there may be in-
formation in bounty land grants, pensions, ser-
vice records, or veteran’s organizations.

BLM 9/3/2009  Bryan L. Mulcahy Refer-
ence Librarian Fort Myers-Lee County Library
2050 Central Avenue Fort Myers, FL  33901-
3917 Tel: (239) 533-4626 Fax: (239) 485-1160
E-Mail: bmulcahy@leegov.com
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Patricia Tennyson Bell, of Pasadena, Califor-
nia, sent this photo of the Stars & Stripes of America
flying over Balgonie Castle in the Kingdom of Fife,
Scotland.  Patricia reports that an American lady
was being married at the castle and wished for her
flag to be flown that day.

Maps are
important tools in
genealogy!

Maps help us understand geographical and
physical features which might have influenced
an ancestor’s migration.  An older map might
show towns that no longer exist.

The Internet is a very good place to search
for maps that might aid in your genealogical re-
search.

1 Historical Maps Online:  <http://
www.images.library.uiuc.edu/projects/maps/
index.html>  This collection is part of a col-
laborative effort between the University of Illi-
nois Library and the University of Illinois Press.
The online material includes hundreds of digi-
tized maps which may be examined in minute
detail with an effective zoom feature.

2 University of Tennessee Map Library:

<http://www.lib.utk.edu/cic/>  You can take a
virtual tour of the map library.  This site includes
map sources and links to resources.

3 Perry-Castaeda Library Map Collection:
<http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/> includes a
maps FAQ and many other map sites.

4 Byegone Towns (also lists other sites on
the Internet which are providing a service to as-
sist in genealogy research):  http://

www.freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/
~mahud/bg/byg.html>

5 Many researchers make their own fam-
ily migration maps and there are Internet resources
for these as well:  RootsWorks migration maps:  <http:/
/www.rootsworks.com/migrationmaps>; Census Bu-
reau Tiger maps (public domain): <http://
www.census.gov/geo/www/tigermap.html>; Migration
maps.  Routes <http://www.rootsandroutes.net/
migmaps.htm>

Thanks to Collin County Genealogical Soci-
ety Newsletter, PO Box 865052, Plano, TX 75806-
5052.
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Scottish BakerScottish BakerScottish BakerScottish BakerScottish Baker - Scottish Scones,
Shortbreads and other Scottish Pastries

fresh and homemade in the
Smoky Mountains of Tennessee, USA

Scottish Scones,
Shortbreads &
Bread pudding

Scottish
Empire Biscuits &
Irish Soda Bread

Cookies: Oatmeal,
Chocolate Chip &

Oatmeal Raisin

Scottish Meat Pies
& Pasties

(beef or chicken)
Let us Customize a Scottish Gift Basket just for your special occasion.  Or, let us help you

plan a picnic in the Smoky Mountains filled with our fresh, made-from-scratch delicious goodies.
We are located in Cosby, TN near Gatlinburg, in the Smoky Mountains near the

Great Smoky Mountain National Park’s East Entrance.

Order online at <http://www.houseofdouglasbakery.com>
or email <scottishbaker@aol.com>

Phone

423-487-4434
3323 Cosby Hwy.

Cosby, TN 37722

Scottish Stollen,
Fruit Cakes &
Eccles Cakes

Scottish Stuan,
Dundee Cakes &
Selkirk Bannock
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3323 Cosby Hwy.

Cosby, TN 37722
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Beth Gay-Freeman will be giving FREE genealogical talks
on Friday at 11 AM and 1 PM at the Host Hotel.

You’re most welcome to come!  It’s more fun than you think!
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McIntyre CottageMcIntyre CottageMcIntyre CottageMcIntyre CottageMcIntyre Cottage

for RENT
Lamoine Beach, Acadia, Maine

2 Bedroom with Queen beds
1 Bath

Sleeps four or five

Minutes away from
Acadia National Park, Bar Harbor,

Trenton Airport yet is private.

1000 feet of water frontage.
See seals, deer, bald eagles

and wild turkeys.

Complete information
http://vrbo.com/124379

Who was
born on the
day you
were born?

It’s fun to think about birthdays.  My sweet friend,
Judy Eaton from Orlando, Florida and I share the same
month and day, but not the year...June 18.  My all-
time favorite country singer and really nice person, Don
Williams, and I share all three - month, day and year
(And, I ain�t tellin’ the year!).

Charles Darwin and Abraham Lincoln were both
born on 12 February 1809.

Michael Caine and Quincy Jones were both born
14 March 1933 and Francis Coppola and David Frost
came into this world on 7 April  1939.

John Denver and Ben Kingsley were both born
on 31 December 1943.

Sylvester Stallone and President George W.
Bush were both born 6 July 1946.
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Welcome back to The Whisky Column. It’s
always fun to discover what’s on peoples’ minds
when it comes to questions about whisky.

During the last month, the spelling of
“whisky” has created some interest. “Whisky”
is a generic term describing liquor distilled
from the fermented mash of grain, such as wheat,
barley, rye, or corn. Originally whisky had one
name, uisge beatha (pronounced ooski bah),
meaning “water of life” in Gaelic. Over time,
“ooskie” evolved into “whisky”. In the 1800s,
Irish and American distillers added the extra “e”
to distinguish their products from the offerings
of Scottish distillers.

In last month’s column some specialized
words appeared, which need explaining, so here
is our October segment:

Alcohol by Volume, Cask Strength, and
Chill Filtration

Alcohol by Volume (or ABV as it is popu-
larly known), is a worldwide standard measure
of the alcohol content in an alcoholic beverage.
It is expressed as a percentage of the total vol-
ume. For instance, a 750ml bottle of Glenfiddich
12 year old is labeled “40% ABV”, and a bottle
of Glenfiddich 18 year old is labeled  “43%
ABV”. This brings up an interesting point: if a
bottle of whisky is 40 or 43 percent ABV, what’s
the rest? The answer is water. There is actually
more water in a bottle of single malt than there
is alcohol! In the U.S., another measure of al-
coholic strength is “proof”. “Proof” is ABV
doubled (40% ABV = 80 proof).

Cask Strength refers to the strength of the
whisky in one specific cask. The liquid comes
from the still in the high 60% to mid-70s% ABV.
Water is sometimes added to reduce the ABV
to a lower level to encourage the spirit to “open

up” and to help it age in the cask.
Chill Filtration is a process used by most

distillers to remove tiny particles of protein and
other particulates that have dropped out of sus-
pension. These “congeners” tend to make the
whisky cloudy or slightly opaque when chilled
by refrigeration, or the addition of ice or cold
water. Non-chill filtered whiskies are usually
bottled at higher strengths than their filtered
counterparts are. Some independent bottlers
specialize in offering a wide range of non-chill
filtered whiskies. Glenfiddich has released, in
very limited quantities, “The Distillery Edition”.
This 15 year old single malt is bottled at 51%
ABV, or 102 proof. It is non-chill filtered. Ac-
cording to Brian Kinsman, Glenfiddich Malt
Master Designate, “The higher proof of The Dis-

T h e  W h i s k y  C o l u m n
Ray Pearson, Glenfiddich Ambassador

Ray Pearson

ray.pearson@wgrantusa.com

Continued on page 9
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Ray Pearson

tillery Edition gives this expression the charac-
teristics of a whisky that has come straight from
the cask. This simple and straightforward insight
into Glenfiddich gives people a chance to expe-
rience the whisky in a more essential state,
much like how it would be at our distillery it-
self.”

Water has been mentioned several times
within this article. The supreme importance of
water in the world of Glenfiddich will be the
subject of next month’s article.  See you then.Continued on page 9

The Whisky Column,  continued from page 8

Have you found any Welsh ancestors?
It’s likely that anyone who has Scottish ancestry

has Welsh ancestry as well.  Nowadays, there are many
good Internet resources and books to give you won-
derful help with your re-
search.  (BTW, Cymru, the
Welsh name for Wales is
pronounced exactly like the
popular automobile,
“Camry.”)

The National Library
of Wales  (Llyfrgell
Genedlaethol Cymru) can be
found at <http://
www.llgc.org.uk>  The Na-
tional Library is one of the
great libraries of the world.
Its home is in the seaside
town of Aberystwyth in

Ceredigion.  Since 1911, it has enjoyed the right to
collect, free of charge, a copy of every printed work
published in Britain and Ireland.  In addition, there is a

huge collection of
works about
Wales and the
other Celtic coun-
tries: books and
pamphlets, maga-
zines and newspa-
pers, microfilm,
ephemera and a
wealth of elec-
tronic material.
The library pub-
lishes books,
magazines, post-
ers and cards.
The National Li-

brary of Wales website offers the user direct access
to several catalogue and online resources enabling the
collections of various materials to be searched.

Information Re-
lated to All of Wales
< h t t p : / /
www.genuki.org.uk/big/
wal>  This site offers
links to information such
as archives and libraries,
cemeteries, census
records, church records,
genealogy, etc.

Books:  Welsh
Family History edited by
John and Sheila Rowlands
and Surnames of Wales
by John and Sheila
Rowlands plus Welsh
Family History, a Guide
to Research edited by John Rowlands and others.












































