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“Pipes of Christmas” Concerts return for 
15th joyous Season! Features World Premier
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Clan Bell
North America

Visit our
website:

clanbell.org
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About “The Pipes of Christmas”

 About the Clan Currie Society

Now available in the USA!  

Clan Maps of Scotland!

The Pipes of Christmas,
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The Families of Clan MacTavish 
Welcome You to Discover Your 

Scottish Heritage!  
Family names associated with Clan MacTavish: 
Cash, Holmes, Kash, MacCamish, MacCash, 
MacCavish, MacComb, MacCombie, 
MacComich, MacComish, MaComie, Macomie, 
MacCosh, MacLaws, MacElhose, MacLehose, 
MacTavish, McTavish, Mactavish, Mactavis, 
M'Tavish,  MacThomas, Stephens, Stephenson, 
Stevens, Stevenson, Tavish, Tawesson, Thom, 
Thomas, Thomason, Thomasson, Thompson, 
Thomson, Tod, Todd, and all variant spellings. Chief Steven MacTavish 

We Are Clan MacTavish! 

For information email:  clanmactavishUSA@gmail.com 
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700th Anniversary of the Battle of Bannockburn 

 

Stirling Castle       Wallace Monument 
 

Gathering of the Clans Activities 
 

Dean Castle Country Park 
 

Dinner with our Acting Chief, Andrew Wallace 
as appointed by Ian Francis Wallace of that Ilk, 35th Chief of the Clan 

and Name of Wallace 
 

Our tour will take part in these events and much more.  Plans are to stay in Edinburgh and tour 
locations specifically designed and related to Sir. William Wallace. This tour will be a “one of a kind” 
experience that you won’t want to miss. 
 
We are currently in the process of securing hotel rooms and preparing a Gathering schedule and 
itinerary.  Format and pricing will be made available in the future.  Don’t forget to check your 
passports to make sure they won’t be expired or if you need to get one, go to www.travel.state.gov 
and click on appropriate first time applicant or renew passport link for process information. 
 
Please fill out and return this form to be one of the first to receive all of the 2014 Clan Wallace 
Society Worldwide International Gathering ~ Scotland information when it’s made available. 
 

Tour space is limited so don’t delay! 
 
 Name: ____________________________________________ 

 Address: ____________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________ 

 City: ___________________  State:  _____  ZIP:  _______ 

 Phone: ____________________________________________ 

 E-Mail: ____________________________________________ 
 

Please return completed form to: 
 

 Lois Wallace 
 316 California Ave., #507 
 Reno, NV  89509 
 

Address any questions you may have to Lois at (775) 671.0148 or loiswallacetravel@gmail.com 
 

 

Clan Wallace Society Worldwide 
International Gathering 
June 24 – July 1, 2014 
Edinburgh, Scotland 
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Tom Hodges writes about 
Gettysburg with Hugh Judson 
Kilpatrick, Andrew Cowan & 
William Kilpatrick
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Have you been awarded your own Arms?
If you have been awarded your own Arms by the Lyon Court in Edinburgh,

Scotland, we’d like to feature them in these pages.  Just send a note telling us about
how and why you were honored plus a rendering of your Arms in color (jpeg files,
please) and a copy of your Achievement in any Word format.

Just send to bethscribble@aol.com and we’ll honor you in the pages of BNFT.

The new American College of Heraldry address is:

David Robert Wooten
Executive Director, 

   The American College of Heraldry
1818 North Taylor Street #312

Little Rock, AR 72207
Web: www.americancollegeofheraldry.org
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 Battle of Gettysburg,
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A Highlander & His Books
Frank R. Shaw, FSA Scot

Culloden
and the last
Clansman
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The Clan Skene Asso-

ciation, Inc., invites mem-

bership from SKENE and

septs CARISON,

C A R N E Y / C A R N I E ,

CURREHILL, DYAS,

DYCE, DYER, HALL,

HALYARD/HALLYARD,

MacGAILLARD, RENNIE

& SKAINS.
Dorna Comp, president
103 Sumners Alley
Summerville, SC 29485
(dkc1027@yahoo.com)

Danus George Moncreiff Skene of Skene

Chief of the Name and Arms of Skene

ContactCeltic League

American Branch

PO Box 30153

Dag Hammarskjold Center

New York, New York 10017

Send $35 for individual or

        $40 for couple/family

        membership

        with your name,

        and address.

 Join the Celtic League
How to order

A Historical

Handbook to

Scotland
by Duncan MacPhail

You may order, if you’d like to use

a credit card, from

http://www.amazon.com

or a USPS Money Order or Check

$25.00 includes s/h
from Beth Gay-Freeman

102 Lakeside Drive,

Walhalla, SC 29691688 Camp Yonah Road
Clarkesville, GA 30523
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Do you love new household 
hints & ideas for better aids 
for cat behaviors?  
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Contact: Ben Forrester,
Membership Chairman

1034 Blue Heron Drive - Commerce, GA 30529
Phone:  706-335-7688

Email: benbf@windstream.net

Clan Forrester
Society

Come - Join the Forresters!Come - Join the Forresters!Come - Join the Forresters!Come - Join the Forresters!Come - Join the Forresters!
Membership is available for all spelling varia-Membership is available for all spelling varia-Membership is available for all spelling varia-Membership is available for all spelling varia-Membership is available for all spelling varia-

tions of Forrester:  Forrester, Forester, Forrister,tions of Forrester:  Forrester, Forester, Forrister,tions of Forrester:  Forrester, Forester, Forrister,tions of Forrester:  Forrester, Forester, Forrister,tions of Forrester:  Forrester, Forester, Forrister,
Forister, Forest, Forrest, Foster, Carstarphen,Forister, Forest, Forrest, Foster, Carstarphen,Forister, Forest, Forrest, Foster, Carstarphen,Forister, Forest, Forrest, Foster, Carstarphen,Forister, Forest, Forrest, Foster, Carstarphen,
etc.etc.etc.etc.etc.
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caledonianimports
@yahoo.com

Call: 770-823-1313

Scotland of Old

CLAN 
MAPS

Available now 
in the USA
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Who was 
Robert 
Todd 
Lincoln?
    Robert Todd Lincoln  was the only child of Abe and 
Mary Lincoln to survive into adulthood -  with his three 
brothers having died from illnesses at young ages.  Be-
lieve  it or not, Robert lived until 1926, dying at the age 
of 83. But along the  way, he lived a remarkable life.
    For starters, he begged his father for a commission to 
serve in the Civil  War, with President Lincoln refusing, 
saying the loss of two sons (to that  point) made risking 
the loss of a third out of the question.  But  Robert  in-
sisted, saying that if his father didn't help him, he would  
join on his  own and fight with the front line troops; a 
threat that drove Abe to give in. 
      But you know how clever Abe was. He gave Rob-
ert what he wanted, but wired  General Grant to as-
sign "Captain Lincoln" to his staff, and to keep him well    
away from danger.  The assignment did, however, result 
in Robert being present at Appomattox Court House, 
during the historic moment of Lee's surrender.
   Then, the following week, while Robert was at the 
White House, he was  awakened at midnight to be told 
of his father being shot, and was present at The Peterson 
House when his father died.  
   Robert's three brothers - Eddie, Willie, and Tad, all of 
whom died.  
   Little Eddie died at age 4 in 1850 - probably from thy-
roid cancer. 
   Willie  was the most beloved of all the boys.  He died in 
the White House at age 11 in 1862, from what was most 
likely Typhoid Fever.
   Abe grieved the hardest over Willie's death. It took 
him four days to pull himself together enough to func-

tion as President again. Lincoln had a  temporary tomb 
built for Willie, until they could return home with his    
body to Springfield, and he often spent long periods of 
time at the tomb.
   I guess Tad was a real hellion. None of his tutors could 
control him, which  is why he grew up unable to com-
petently read or write. He was a momma's boy;   he had 
a lisp, and was probably mildly retarded.
   He died at age 18 in 1871, most likely from the same 
thyroid cancer Eddie had died from, suggesting a ge-
netic flaw.
   But, back to Robert following his father's  assassina-
tion, he moved to Chicago with his mentally ill mother, 
and brother Tad, who was 12 at the time. Robert fin-
ished law school and practiced the craft for a time, while 
constantly struggling to keep his mother in check.
  As she had done as First Lady, Mary went on shopping 
binges that far exceeded common sense, driving what 
was left of the family fortune into bankruptcy, and lead-
ing to violent disputes between Robert and her. 
   Robert also had torrid battles with Mary to keep her 
from destroying Lincoln's private papers, not just for 
their financial worth, but for their historic value also, 
with Mary forever trying to tear them apart and burn 
them in fireplaces.
    In fact, her irrational behavior (she was probably 
schizophrenic) grew so destructive that Robert had to 
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Dora,
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Attend “The Friendly Games.”
Meet your fellow clansmen and celebrate the 41st Anniversary 

games along with our Honored guests and many old friends who 
will gather in this picturesque setting so rich in heritage.

Scottish Festival & Highland Games
Atlanta, Georgia and Stone Mountain Park Meadow

October 19th & 20th, 2013  |  9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Presented by
Stone Mountain Highland Games, Inc.

Box 14023, Atlanta, GA 30324-1023
(770) 521-0228 • www.sMHG.org

©All rights reserved stone Mountain Highland Games, Inc. 2013

Highland Games
Children’s Games

Gathering of Clans
exhibits

Demonstrations
scottish shops & Foods

Pipe Bands
scottish Dancing

scottish Harping & Fiddling
scottish Musical entertainment

October 19th & 20th, 2013

Adult (Sat.) $19, (Sun.) $17  |  Child (4-12) $6
Park vehicle entrance fee required in addition to event tickets.

No pets allowed.
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If you do not find your clan ad in this
publication, please contact Beth at

bethscribble@aol.com
Ads are only $55 per year...

and are made the size you need to hold 
your information at absolutely no extra charge.

If you would like to see
The Clan Home Society

newsletter, 
The Home Works
latest issue, visit

http://www.electricscotland.
org/forumdisplay.php/

114-Home-Clan

AGM 2013- SEE YOU 
THERE! The Turnbull Clan 

Association is coming
 Don’t miss this year’s Turnbull Clan Associa-
tion’s Annual General Meeting to be held at the 
Central Virginia Celtic Festival and Highland 
Games in Richmond, Virginia, USA.
   Veteran tent hosts, Bill and Claudia Trimble 
will be on hand to welcome us all.
   Mark your calendars now for October 19-20.  
This is a wonderful opportunity to get to know 
fellow clansmen.
   Details about the 2014 AGM to be held in 
Scotland will be presented. 
   There are a limited number of hotel rooms in 
Richmond with a special priced being reserved 
for Clan Turnbull.  Reserve your rooms now.
   Ask for one by asking for “a Clan Turnbull 
room” so that you will get our special room rate.
   The AGM banquet will be at 6:00 PM on Oc-
tober 19 at Olive Garden at 4467 S. Laburnum 
Avenue.  Both hotels provide shuttle service to 
and from the airport and to the banquet.
   Hilton Garden Airport is 804-222-3338 at $99 
per night.  There is a restaurant on their site.
   Hampton Inn Airport is 804-226-1888 and 
that rate is $80 per night which does include 
breakfast.
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Elliot Clan Society, USA
Membership Information 2012

(Fortiter Et Recte)
Boldly and Rightly

      The Elliot Clan Society is a worldwide organization, with active
branches in Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the United States.  In
accordance with Scottish Clan Law, Clan membership includes all
Elliots, Elliots, Elliotts, those of whose mother or grandmother was so
named and their spouses.  This also applies to Elliots of known Scottish
descent.

If you are a person of Scottish ancestry bearing the name Elliot,
Elliott or Eliott (Including the spouse or descendant of such person) and
wish to join the Elliot Clan Society, please fill out the membership form.
Those forms may be found on the “Official ECS Website” at:

www.elliotclan.com
For US residents, please make sure that you send your completed

ECS USA membership forms to the Membership/Treasurer.  Once you
join the Society,  you will receive periodic newsletters from the ECS
USA and our Parent Society in Scotland.  The newsletters will inform
you of Scottish festivals in your area and other announcements of im-
portance to our Clan.  Membership allows you to meet other Elliots with
similar interests who share our Scottish heritage.

Contact Patricia Tennyson Bell
Email: dublincollen@sbcglobal.net or write
Patricia Tennyson Bell, Treasurer/Membership Chair
2288 Casa Grande Street
Pasadena, CA 91104



     Beth’s Newfangled Family Tree Section  B October  2013    Page 25

have her put away, with his signature signing  her into 
a psychiatric hospital, where she stayed locked up for 
three months.
    Mary never forgave him for it and they remained 
estranged from then on - until Mary died at age 63 in 
1882.
  Worth noting, as a deceased President's wife, Mary had 
petitioned Congress for a pension, and she got one! She 
received $3,000 a year, a sizable sum back then.
   Of  profound interest, as an adult Robert wrote there 
was a lot of distance between his father and he - caused 
mainly by Abe's being absent so much of the time dur-
ing Robert's formative years.  Abe was forever gone on 
state wide judicial circuits, or campaigning for office - 
or serving in the state legislature.
   Robert writes that his most vivid memories of his 
father were seeing him pack his saddle bags to be off 
again.  Nonetheless, Robert respected his father - and he 
wept obsessively the night he was  killed.
   In 1868, Robert married a senator's daughter and 
they had three children -- two girls and a boy, Abra-
ham Lincoln's only  grandchildren. Their son, whom 
they named Abraham Lincoln II (but whom they called 
"Jack") would die in 1890 from an infection arising from 
having a boil pierced under his arm.
   He  was 15 at the time. 
  The two daughters, however, lived fairly long lives -- 
one living until 1938 to die at age 69, and the other until 
1948, dying at age 72.
   The  last direct descendent of Abraham Lincoln would 
be the child of one  of Robert's daughters - Abe Lin-
coln's great grandson - named Bud Beckwith, who died 
married, but childless, in  1985.
      In his own right, Robert made quite a life for himself. 
He got into politics and was highly regarded in those 
circles. In fact - he served as Secretary of War under 
President Garfield - and, incredibly, was with him when 
Garfield was shot at the Washington train station! And 
then, some years  later, Robert would also be present 
when President McKinley was gunned    down in Buf-
falo! 
   In later years, Robert would grow a beard. He would     
serve in other political appointments and ambassador-
ships, and later became president of the Pullman train 
car company, a booming enterprise back then, and a 
position he would hold for the rest of his life.
   Worth noting, Robert was an avid amateur astrono-

mer, and even had an observatory built into his Ver-
mont home (which is better described as a mansion), 
but the telescope was so well built and powerful that it's 
still used today by a local astronomy club!
   A footnote: Abe Lincoln once said he doubted Robert 
would do very well in life.  Beyond the fact that Robert 
was able to live in a mansion, he was several times of-
fered the chance to run as President or Vice-President,  
with his every time refusing the offer.  So, Old Abe's as-
sessment of his son was way off the mark, wasn't  it?    
   Of course, who knows how much being Abe's  son  
influenced Robert's success in life?
     Anyhow and now for the most incredible thing  there 
is to know about Robert Lincoln's story.
   In his 20s, Robert was standing on a train platform 
in Jersey City,  buried among a crowd of passengers at-
tempting to buy sleeping births from a haggard conduc-
tor, when the train suddenly moved.  Robert was stand-
ing so close to  the train that it spun him around and 
sent him dropping into the space between the train and 
the platform -- a perilously tight place to be  against a 
moving train threatening to crush him!
    Suddenly - a hand grabbed Robert by the neck of his 
coat and pulled him up onto the platform, a quick ac-
tion by a solidly strong man who saved Robert's life.
    And do you know who that man was?

Robert Todd Lincoln

    It was Edwin Booth - the brother of John Wilkes 
Booth who had murdered Robert's father.  (Definitely 
sounds like an “urban legend” but it is true.)
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Clan MacCord Society

McFettridge and Kane.
Contact

Ronald John
McCord
President/Chief
1805 Mews Drive
Wilmington, NC 28405
Ph. 919-256-3798 or
rmnccord@ec.rr.com

Invites for membership all spelling variations and
descendants of McCord (a)(e)(y).
Also McCourt, McChord, McCoard, Cord(e), McCart,
McCort, Cort(e)(s) and Flynn,

Clan Home SocietyClan Home SocietyClan Home SocietyClan Home SocietyClan Home Society
(International)(International)(International)(International)(International)
Cordially invites membership inquiries
worldwide from all HOME, HUME & SEPTS

Information about
The Clan Home Air Force,
contact  aeaton@cfl.rr.com For information and application, write to:

Camille Simmons, President
1205 Avery Way

Kernersville, NC 27284
cbsimmons@earthlink.net

rjmccord@ec.rr.
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Pipes of Christmas
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Thirteen
CDUSA Regions

cover the
United States

With membership
you will receive your
regional newsletter

several times each year,
plus the CDUSA

national publication
By Sea By Land
two times a year.

Clan Donald USA
“There is no joy without Clan Donald”

High Commissioner
Forrest Lee Piver
405 Pettigrew Drive
Wilmington, NC 28412
910-399-2455
highcommissioner@clan-donald-usa-org

Membership Secretary
                            Marion Schmitz

                      1685 Casitas Avenue
                   Pasadena, CA 91103

                        626-398-6343
zb4ms@juno.com

To see the many names on the Clan Donald sept/allied family list, please visit:

http://www.clan-donald-usa.org
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CLAN KEITH SOCIETY USA, INC.
Cordially invites membership inquiries
from all descendants of the Keiths and
Clan Septs: Austin, Dickson, Falconer,

Alice M. Hattenbrun, Secretary
The Clan Keith Society, USA, Inc.

119 South RD., Kensington, NH 03833

www.clankeithusa.org

If you see the Clan Keith Society
USA, Inc. tent at a Highland Games
nywhere...be sure and come by to visit.

Hackson, Harvey, Haxton, Hervey,
Hurry, Keith, Kite, Lumgair, Mackeith,
Marshall, Urie, Urry,etc. (many spelling
variations)

The Clan Keith Society USA, Inc., is a proud
Border Clan with a fascinating history.

The best way to learn of the Borderers in
general and the Clan Keith Society in particular
is to join this group.

Membership is by “name/s carried” and it is
not expensive - but one of the finest invest-
ments you will ever make!  Contact Clan Keith
USA today.
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Clan Blair Society

Membership cordially invited from Blair
descendants

and other interested parties.
www.clanblair.org

Membership Chairman: Charles Diman
3413 Sunnybrook Drive, Charlotte, NC 28210-4715

ClanMembership@clanblair.org

President: Helen L. Blair
7516 E. Hermosa Vista Dr.

Mesa, AZ 85207-1110
President@clanblair.org

Society and are looking forward to collaborating
with the Society to bring knowledge of this great
dynasty before the people of Scotland and our cous-
ins and descendants overseas.”

Clan Currie became hereditary poets to the
powerful MacDonald Lords of the Isles who
reigned over a semi-autonomous Gaelic kingdom
which at its height covered a large swathe of
Scotland’s western seaboard. The MacMhuirich
poets were among the preeminent tradition bear-
ers of Scotland’s Gaelic culture during this time,
and produced many famed works in the bardic tra-
dition. Despite the demise of the Lordship, the
MacMhuirichs continued in their poetic tradition,
and Niall MacMhuirich in the 15th Century was
the first of several notable bards to Clan Ranald.

Clan Currie will be hosting their 2nd
Annual MacMhuirich Symposium this
summer on the beautiful and historic island
of South Uist from August 24-26. Please
visitwww.clancurriegathering.com for pro-
gram updates and confirmed speakers

Clan Currie, continued from page 10
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2013 Charleston  ( SC ) Scottish Games
& Highland Festival photos by Scott Swann
                                                                                of Lawrenceville, Georgia
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2013 Charleston  ( SC ) Scottish Games
& Highland Festival photos by Scott Swann
                                                                                of Lawrenceville, Georgia
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