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DUKE OF BUCCLEUCH,

My Lorp,

IN introducing to the world the First Volume of*
a Work intended to illustrate the present state of
Scotland, it is with the highest satisfaction ad-
dressed to a popular and patriotic Nobleman,
whose virtues have done honour to the highest
rank ; whose ample possessions in this country.
have only afforded an opportunity for the exer-
tion of extensive beneficence ; and who has never
failed to give countenance and support to every
liberal and valuable art.

I have the honour to be,
My Lorbp,
- Your Gracg’s most obedient,

-And most humble Servant,

RO. FORSYTH.
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BEAUTIES

SCOTLAND.

MIDLOTHIAN, or EDINBURGHSHIRE.
A\

R THIS County is of an irregular form, approaching
however to a four-sided figure. It has been said to re-
semble a triangle, one of whose anglesis cut off*. Its

. notthern boundary, which forms its shortest side, is a deep Boundarica.
bay ofthe sed, or estuary of a river, called in Scotland,
like others of a similar nature,a Frith., ~Being the estuary
of ‘the River Forth (the ancient Bodotria), it is denomi-
5 mnated the Frith of Forth.’ The county extends about

 twelve miles in a direct line along this Frith.. It is

N bounided on the west by Linlithgowshire, ‘to 'the extent

of nearly 19 miles; to the eastward of Midlothian are

the shires of Haddington, Berwick, and Roxburgh, to the
extent of ‘22 tniles; on the south, are the countiés of Sel-
kirk, Peebles, and 'Lanark. The southern-boundary of
the county is very long and irregular, stretching from
the south-east, in the  parish of Stow, towards the north«

1080

* MFarlanc’s Collection, MS. Advocates Library,
Vor, I. A



2

MIDLOTHIAN,

Ediaburgh. west, in the parish-of West Calder, a distance of*little less

Topogra=
phy of

Ldmburgh.

than 36 miles.

As the Scottish capital is by, far:.the most important
pbject which this' county contains, we shall begin our
Work with an account of it. ,

THE CITY OF EDINBURGH

Has of late years been so frequently rendered the sub~
ject of description, that little novelty can reasonably be,
expected to occur in the account to be here given of it.
We shall, therefore, render our details concerning it as
,conciscz as may seem consistent with the object of our un-
dertaking, ‘which must necessarily be, to, give'a complete
account of whatever is most important in the northern di-
vision: of the island. ,

-Edinburgh s, situated in, 55 degrecs 57 minutes. of
northlatitude, and in 3 degrees 14 minutes of longitude
west from London. It stands neat,the ¢entre of the north-
ern boundary of the county,” and within two miles of-the
town and harbour of Leith; -towards which, hy the exten-
sion of its buildings, it is rapidly approaching ; and which
for this ‘and othcr reasons may. be considered as one of its
subuarbs. )4 I gul

It ois) qxtrcmely’ difficult-ito give, by descnptlpn, a
correct idea, of. the City of ;Edinburgh, on account of the
strangerirrggularity of thie territory upon which ji-is situ-
ated, and ‘of .the great diversity, of the form and aspect of
the buildings of which it now, consists.

The Friza of ForTH, adjoining ita .Edinburgh on the
north; is'from 5 to 77 miles, in breaglth Lastward from
Edinburgh and Lexth is the bay of Musselburgh which
is the largest bay in this estuary or Frith, and advances
several mijesisouthward to the-town or village'from whicl

j.



MIDLOTHIAN. s

it derives its hame. ' The harbour of Leith is situated in Edinborgh:
an angle, or a soft of peninsula, formed by the ordinary
line of the Frith of Forth on the north, and by Mussel-
burgh bay on the east. Edinburgh looks downwards upon
the sea on two sides, and stands at nearly an equal dis-
tance from Musselburgh bay on the east, and from the
general line of the Frith of Forth on the north. From
Leith, and the whole shore of the bay of -Musselburgh,
the country ascends gradually and regularly :westward
towards the centre and northern part of Edinburgh, which
is at the distance of from two to three miles. Between the
southern quarter of the city and Musselburgh bay, the
mountainous tract, called Arthur Seat, is interposed.
At the harbour of Leith, the small river, called the Water
of Leith, falls into the sea. To the north-west of Leith,
along the shore, the country is regular and beautiful; its
form is triangular, having the Frith of Forth on the
north; on the south, the Water of Leith, diverging from
the Frith, and running, like most Scottish rivers and even
rivulets, in a deep bed with elevated banks. To the west-
ward, this territory very gradually and ‘slowly continues
to widen, and, at the same time, to ascend for some miles,
till the southern part of it is crossed by 'a narrow and lofty:
ridge in the form of a cock’s comb, called CGorstorphine
Hills; and the rest of it begins to slope downwards. to the
river Amon, on the north-west.,

- From the Water of Leith, two miles westward from the Northern
harbour; the country t_o the south rapidly ascendstoa verygi‘ig‘.’f.:;‘_
considerable height. The ascent terminates in-a horizon-
tal ridge, which runs from east to west, and is about 300
feet above the level of the sea. Along the summit of this
ridge is sitnated what is usually called the New Town of
Edinburgh ; which, from its elevated situation, is enabled
to overlook, towards the. north, the Frith of Forth, with

A2



4 MIDLOTHIAN,

Edinburgh. the opposite bold coast of 'Fife; and on this side, the
beautiful intervening territory, which is well cultivated
and adorned with numerous villas.

Central To the south of the ridge on which the New Town

ﬁ;ggrf-‘o;;. stands is 2 deep valley ; southward from which suddenly
ascends another ridge or long hill, upon which is placed
the Old Town, or the most important part of the ancient
city of Edinburgh. This ridge, whose highest point is on
the west, terminates in that quarter in @ precipitous and

» lofty rock, en which the ¢astle is placed; the hill gradu-
ally ‘descends towards the east. On the fidge, formed
by its summit, the High Street is built, which termi-
nates, on the east, at the valley on which the Palace of
Holyroodhouse stands. From the High Street, along its
whole length from the Castle to the Palace, 2 succession
of narrow lanes descend down the ‘steep sides of the hill;
those on the north terminate in the valley which divides
the New from the Old Town, and which, from its an-
ciently ‘having been covered with water, is termed the
North Loch; on the south; the lanes from the High street
descend into a deep and natrow valley, in which is 3
street called the Cowgate; which, to a cansiderable dis-
tance, runs paiallel to the High Street.” The remainder of
this low ground, towards the west, is occupied by a broad
and ancient street, called the Grass Market. Towards the
east it has never been built upon. :

Third | From the Cowgate a new set of lanes ascend towards

gggﬁfgrz’ the south, where a third long ridge, covered with build-

District.  ings, runs parallel to the High Street ; but which is not,
like it, formed into a precipitate hill, excepting towards

' the east, where it approaches Salisbury Craigs.” On the
south it descends gradually into an extensive valley,
" where was anciently the South Loch, or Burough Loch;
but which being drained, is now called Hope Park, or
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the Meddaw. The notion that has been frequently enter- Edinburgh.
tained that the Cowgate was once tovered with Water,vish-v_.‘
satisfactorily shewn by Maitland in his history to be er-
reneous, as_the declivity of the ground is so rapid, that

water could not even artificially be made to stagnate

there, without the zid of very great and exp'ensiwe works,

which evidently never existed.

The City of Edinburgh thus stdnds upon three parallel |
ridges; twe of which are of considerable breadth at the
simmit; and run in nearly a horizontal direction from
east ta west. The central ridge; however, is so narrow ;
in its summit; as in most places barely to leave room for {
the breadth. of the High Street. This ridge also differs !
from the other two in this respect, that instead of running
horizontally Lke them from east to west; its western
point is a lofty fortified rock, seen by travellers at a great
distance; while it gradually descends eastward, till at the
distance of a full mile it sinks into a plain.

To the southward the country from Edinburgh gradu- Adjoining
ally rises with a great variety of surface, and the view R
terminated by lofty mountains; which, at one point, are
scarcely five miles distant.. On the west the territory is
mare level; so that from Edinburgh Castle a fine plain is
seent richly cultivated, and stretching to the distance of
14 miles, where! the country gradually ascends, till it
forms the elevated tract which looks down upon the
course of the river Clyde and the city of Glasgow.

On the east the vicinity of Edinburgh is so irregularHills near
and rugged, as irresistibly to suggest the idea that this DA
has once been the scene of some great natural convulsion.

Three hills are chiefly worthy of notice; they consist, like
that on which the High Street stands, of rugged precipices,
with an elevated summit towards the west, from which
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‘Edisburgh.they descend or trail along in 2'gradual manner eastward,
. The lowest of these is the Calton-hill.

The horizontal ridge of the New Town terminates sud-
denly on the east, opposite to the middle of the High Street.
The territory on the north-east of the New Town consists
of a gradual descent towards Leith ; and thaton the south-
east, after passing a sudden chasm, is occupied by the Cal-
‘ton-hill, which abruptly rises aloft, and exhibits in that
quarter a front of precipitous and broken rocks, which in-
croach upon the North Loch, and press towards the Old
Town or centre of the city. . On their summit is an obser-
vatory ; on one side is the Bridewell ; and on the brow of
the hill is a public walk, which commands an extensive
view of a group of the most interesting objects which this
world can exhibit—a fertile country, a great city, a for-
tified castle,” a crowded sea-port, a royal palace, and a
great extent of ocean ; the whole diversified by rugged
rocks and precipices close at hand, and' by the lofty
mountains which border upon the Western Highlands,
which form the distant horizon.

The ridge to the southward of the High-street, or Old
Town of Edinburgh, terminates, like that on the nox'.'th,in
a sudden chasm on the east, beyond which a lofty preci-
pice ascends. Here, however, every thing is on a gran-
der scale; the rocks are more lofty, and are succeeded by
others, which form a singular tract of mountainous ter-
ritory in the vicinity of the Palace. The chief divisions
of these hills are called Salisbury Craigs and Arthur Seat.
The former is the most westerly, and is supposed to derive
its name from an Earl of Salisbury who accompanied
Edward III. of England in an expedition against the
Scots.  Salisbury Craigs form a semicircular precipice of
great height and-extent. At the summit of a hill, whose
shelving sides are covered with fragments of broken
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MIDLOTHIAN. - 7

rocks, the precipice itself. is seen from all quarters of - thémmb“fgh
ity which it overlooks.. il

ARTHUR SEAT, Whlch is to the eastward of SALISBURY
Craics, consists of two exténsive hills ;' one of which ri-
ses into a lbfty ‘peaki, which overldoks ‘the surrounding
country, and is 819 fcct in height’ above the low water-

‘mark at Leith. - hm r

The three ndgcs on whlch the- Cxty of' Edmburgh
is built are connected by Bridges built across. the low
grounds which divide the, Old Town, or central ridge;
from the New Town on the north, and frém the Southern
District on the oppésite sidei :

In consequence of its being. divided in the Way now Edmburgh
mentioned, into a sort of -three distinct cities, built uponfhsr‘;:tzfms
separate parallel eminences, divided from each other by
intervenirig valleys, there is no city of its extent which'is
less perplexing to a stranger, or where he is less likely to
lose his way,-than Edinburgh. After the slightest in-
spection, he cannot. possibly mistake one division for ano-
ther ; because the Old Town, the New Town; and the
Southern District, are each of moderate extent, and have
no more resemblance to one another, than if they had
been built hy different nations, or in distant quarters of the
globe. : ‘

The western part of the Cerntral Division of Edinburgh The Castle.
rises aloft, and overlooks the wholecity. At the summit
.or precipitous extremity the CasTLEis situated. It con-
sists of an area of about six English acres. Its situation
is naturally so strong; that if the supposition were not ¢on-
tradicted by history, we should have regarded it 2s im-
pregnable  before the invention of artilléry. It stands
-upon the summit-of a rock, which, on the north, the west,
and the south, appears inaccessible, and which is at many
places absolutely perpendicular, and is about 300 feet
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Rdinburgh. from its'base. One of our plates will afford a correct idea
of its aspect. On the east, the only quarter from which
the Castle is accessible, it is separated from the buildings
of the City by a kind of glacis or space of about 350 feet
in length and 300 in breadth, called the CAsTLEHILL,
which also commands a prospect of the City, and its
whole environs, with the sea and the opposite coast of
Fife. At the western termination of the Castlehill is the
outer barrier of the Castle, beyond which is a dry ditch,
with a draw-bridge and gate; the whole commanded by 2
half-moon -mounted with twelve and eighteen - pounders.
Within the gate is a guard-room; beyond which, on a
road winding upwards towards the north, are twe gate-
ways ; the first of which is very strong, and has two port-
cullises. . Beyond the inner gateway is a battery, mount-
ed with brass guns ; near which are store-houses for gun-
carriages and other implements of artillery. On the
north is a grand store-room and arsenal, which, together
with the other magazines in the fort, are capable of con-
taining ' thirty thousand stand of arms. In addition to
those already mentioned, there are some other batteries at
different points of the circamference of the rampart or
wall by which the brow of the rock is encircled ; but the
fortifications correspond with none of the rules of art, be-
ing built according to the irregular form of the precipice
on which they stand. So that to this day the chief
strength of the Castle may be considered as consisting in
its height and inaccessible situation. :

The highest part of the Castle, which is towards the
south-east, consists of a number of houses in the form of
a square, affording 2 parade;for exercise. The. buildings
are chiefly laid out in barracks for the officers. The dif-
ferent old barracks in the garrison can accommodate a thou-
sand men ;. and in addition to these, during the late or ra-
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\ther present war, a very lofty and extensive range of build- Edinburgh,
< e ey ——
ings was erected on the western brow of the rock. These
being finished in the modern style, are here a deformity,
and have totally destroyed, when viewed from the neigh«
bourhood, the antigue and: majestic “aspect .of this part
of the fortress. The orders for such works come from
England ; where we must suppose, either that the gea
neral aspect “of this ancient fortress is unknown, or that
good taste is' not considered as requisite in works of
this nature.  The east side of the square already mention-
ed, at the summit of the Castle, was anciently used as royal
apartments ; and some of them appear to have been rehuilt
in 1556." In these turbulent times, when it was not al
ways safe for the sovereign toreside in an unfortified place;.
the celcbrated but unfortunate Queen Mary took up her
dwelling in the Castle, after her pregnancy was far ad-
vanced. Here, in a small room, on the ground floor in the
south-east corner of this edifice, she was, on the 1gth of
June 1566, delivered of a prince ; in.whose person the
crowns. of both kingdoms, of which the British Island
consisted, were afterwards united—A political event of a .
most important natpre, which the policy or the ambition
of the ablést of the English monarchs had long, by force
or fraud, unsuceessfully struggled to accomplish.

In an apartment also, in this quarter of the Castle, the Scottish re«
crown, the sceptre, and the rest of the ancient regalia %
Scotland, were with great solemnity deposited on the 26th
of March 1707 ; but they, have long since taken their de-
parture therice; though it is said that nobody can tell how
or when. They were probably removed by a secret order
from government during one or other of the rebellions of
1715 or 1745 ; and a British minister, during war, would
always find occasion for the gold or jewels which they
¢ontaingd. Imdeed, if it was ever seriously thought that
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Edinbargh. tfie preservation of these relicts of ancient royalty, in &
place now become a province of a great empire, could
have served any valuable purpose; our.ancestors adopted
a very unskilful mode of accomplishing the object they
had- in view. To preserve an o‘hject“ of great value, it
oughtnot to be lotked up for evér from the eyes of the pub-
lic, but to be produced occasionally at stated periods; if not
to the whole world, at least to a considérable number of
magistrates or other officers as representing thé public:

Str.cngth of  Considered as a place of strength, the Castle of Edin-

et burgh has great defects. Its elevation, and the distance
from which it would be necessary to assail it by means of
batteries of cannon; give it considerable strength against
this mode of attack : but the same elevation holds it up
as a conspicuous mark for a well:directed bombard-
ment ; very few apartments in it are bomb-proof ; and
the area of the castle is almost entirely rock; whose splin-
ters would double the destruction occasioned I;y an ene=
my’s bomb-shells. Another defect resulfs from its want
of water, of which the natural supply is scanty. It is
obtained from a draw-well upwards 6f an hundred feet
deep ; and the concussion of the rock; occasioned by a
Iong-continued discharge of artillery, causes the water to
subside. This is probably owing to the position of the
rock, the layers of which appear to be placed perpendi-
cular to the horizon; so that the whole mass must have
only a slight coherence. For the sake of ordiniry con-
veniency the garrison is now supplied with water from
the pipes which convey water to the city of Edinburgh.
Upon the whoale, Edinburgh Castle can only be consi-
dered as a place of strength in favour of government
against an intestine commotion. Against a foreign ene-
my, supplied with proper artillery, it would afford no pro-
tection, and might even prove highly pernicious, as en~
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wbling him, with a trifling force, to retain thc command Edinbargh,
of a great city and of a fertile territory. ' :

At the eastern extremity of the glacis of the Castle the Ol Town,
High Street of Edinburgh begins, 4nd continues without
interruption downwards along the ridge of the hill to the
Palace of Holyroodhouse. ' The upper part of this' street
is about 140 feet above the level of the North Loch, and
almost 180 feet above Holyroodhouse. - The street from
the castle-gate to the palace-gate is 5570 feet. ~ The dex
scent is regular, and it runs all the way nearly in a right
line; at the same time the bendings are sufficient to in-
terrupt the view from one end to the other ; and the view
is farther broken by some buildings which are still suf-
fered to encroach upon the street.

" In consequence of the great beauty and elegance of the
streets and buildings which have been recently reared, the
High Street of Edinburgh no longer produnces that admi.
ration which its spaciousness and the loftiness and magni-
ficence of its buildings once excited. A writer of the six-
teenth century speaks thus of it: < In this city there are
“ two spacious streets; of which the principal one, leading
“ from the" palace to the Castle, & paved with square
<« stones. The city itself is not built of bricks, but of

- 4 square free stones ; and sostately is their appearance, that
“ single houses may be compared to palaces.” From the Ab-
“bey to the Castle (continues our author) there is a conti-
“¢ nued street, which on both sides contains a range of ex-
¢ cellent houses, and the better sort are:built of bzwn stone.”

Magy. specimens of buildings of considerable antiquity
remain in the High Street of Edinburgh and adjoining to
it. In 1698 a statute of the Scottish Parliament prohi~
bited any honsé to-be built higher than five stories from
the gronund, - All ‘those houses, therefore, which exceed
that height, must bave been built’ previous to the) sias
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Bdinburgh. tute. - The law only applies to such parts of a2 house a¢

Names of
the High
Street.

front a2 public street or lane. = Hence it frequently hap-
péns, in consequence of the singular inequality of the
ground, that while the front.of 2 house rises to no more
than the statutory height, its back part is eight or ten, or
‘even twelve stories high. All these stories are inhabited by
separate families ; and in the course 6f timie it sometimes
happens that the back of one of these houses comes to
front a newly opened street: In which case; however;
if it fall into decay, it is generally understood that it can-
not be rebuilt of the same height. The habit which the
inhabitants of Edinburgh have acquired of living above
each other in separate stories; with & common stair from
which they all enter, together with the high price which
a very small' extent of ground brings when sold, induces
proprietors, when rebuilding their. houses, still to rear
them as high as the law will permit; that they may de-
rive the highest possible profit from their property.

The High Street of Edinburgh receives from the inha-
bitants different appellations to distinguish different parts
ofit. Near the Castle it is termed the Castle-hill: some-
-what lower down, it is called the Lawz-market; from
a branch of trade formerly carried on there i at the lower
end of the Lawn-market; where stands the ancient Epis«
copal ‘Cathedral; of Church of St Giles, the street for &
considerable distance is called; by way of distinction, the
High Street ; this being the most frequented and public
part of it. Farther down the hill, at a place where the
city wall anciently crossed it, the High Street takes the
appellation of the Canongate, which continues downwards
to the Palace.

From the upper end of the Lawn-market a street de-
scends down the hill southward, in 2 winding direction, to
the Grass-market and Cowgate. In ancient times, one of



A

MIDLOTHIAN: 13

the gates of the city was in thé middle of this street, Edinbirgh,
The gate was covered by a stone arch, termed in the
Scottish dialect a bow ; and hence the street receives the
appellation to this day of the West Bow,

-From thé middle of the Lawn-market towards ‘the
north, 2 commurication with the New Town has of laté
years been opened, by means of a great mound of earth,
to be afterwards noticed, which crosses the North Lach,
At the lower end of the Lawn-market, the street is em-
barrassed by an old prison, and some houses called Luckens
booths, which occupy the middle of it : But the latter are
beginning to be removed. Adjoining to them is a small
square, called the Parliament-close,t6 the south of the street. Parliament
The sides of the square ate formed by the Gathedral of St Close:
Giles on the north ; on thé south and west, partly by the
house where the Séottish . parliament anciently sat, and
which is now occupied by the courtsof law. The remain-
der of the square, which is not extensive, is completed by
private buildings of hewn stone, which, being ancient, rise
to a great height; and the centre is adorned by 2 beautis
fill equestrian statue of Charles the Second, placed here af-
ter the restoration by the magistrates, instead of one which
they had been previously making preparations to erect in
honour of ‘the usurper Oliver Cromwell. A little below The Cross
the Cathedral of St Giles, the Gross oF EDINBURGH an-gffg‘g"‘
ciently stood ; and the spot, which.is marked by a sort
of radiated pavement, still receives the appellation of the
Cross. Here the Scottish statutes were anciently proclaim-
ed; and hereroyal and other public proclamations are still
made. Here also the principal citizens in former times
were accustomed to assemble every day betwixt the hours
of one and two afternoon ; and for their entertainment ‘a
set of bells are placed in the steeple of the adjoining Ca-
thedral, upon which, at that hour, a person, who receives
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Edinburgh. 2 salary from the magistrates, daily plays, in the manner
-—v——

of a harpsichord, a variety of tunes. In consequence of
the great extension of the city, and the influx of strangers;
the inhabitants have, become less known: to each other
than formerly, and they have relinquished in a great mea-
sure ‘the -social custom -of assembling frequently at the
Cross. . The practice. is now confined to the Wednesday
of every week, which is 2 kind of market-day in Edin-
burgh ;:-and then the. Cross is chiefly frequented by the
Leith- merchants and the:wealthy farmers .from the ad-
joining .country, ‘There were:formerly three crosses in
that part of the High Street of Edinburgh called the Ca-
nongate. : One of them was at the head of St John Street,
called’ St Yobn’s Cross ; another adjoining to the Canon-
gate, Church ;. and the last was in the neighbourhood’ of
the Palace, styled the Girth Cross, so-called from its be-
ing at the limit or boundary of the sanctuary of Holyrood-
house. | Jt-was at this last cross that the celebrated Mar-
quis of Montrose was exeguted, by the party of the cove-
nanters, by suspension on a gibbet thigty feet in height.

. At no great distance below the proper Cross of Edin-
burgh, thecity is crossed by the twa great bridges of com-
munication which connect the Old Town with the north=
ern and the southern. districts. These bridges form a
most beautiful and elegant street. The central hill is
also crossed somewhat lower by another street, which on
the south  receives the appellation of Sz Mary’s Wynd ;
and on, the north, of ZLeith Wynd. Here' the city wall
had an arched gate, and tlie place still receives. the appel-
lation of the Nether Bow. 'All below thisis termed the Ca-
nongate ; which, from its vicinity to the Palace, was once
the court end of the town, and still contains many great
hotises built by the nobility in former times, but which are
now ocoupied by persons. of far inferior importance. .

)
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the CowGATE resembles the High Street: only in the Edinburgh,
loftiness of «its’bllildiﬁgs; being too narrow to admit.of aThe Cow-
side pavement for foot-passcngers, and being now rapidly 8¢
falling into decay, in consequence of the extension of the
city into more favourable situations, _ y

From the Castle-hill to. the Palace, the whole space isLancs in E-
occupied, - or. rather -most, inconceivably crowded, yvithdlnbu{gh'
buildings in rows down each sideof the hill. These
buildings are piled up to 2 great height; and as the lanes
(or, as they are cglléiji closes) -between: the -rows are scle
dom more than from six’ to ten feet ifi breadth, the lower
-stories are necessarily extremely dark, .. The access to the
separate lodgings: in these huge piles is evcrywﬁérc by a
co_mmor; stair, exposed to great inconvenience from digti-
ness_and’ danger from fire. .. This mode. of building is
rendered practicable by the immensé ‘quantities of the fi-
nest stane of 2 great variety of kinds found in the vicinity
of Edinburgh. The proprietors encotirage it, as already
mentioned, from views of making the most of their build-
ing ground ; and. private families of moderate incomes ac-
count. it/ convenient, from the opportunity.which- it af-
fords of obtaining houses of every. variety of dimensions,
.andon account of the’ compactuess which it gives to a
dwelling, by which fewer servants are rendered necessa-
1y.. The lanes, however, of this ancient city have some
variety.: . Those which admit a.carriage to pass through
them are usually termed wyzds, of which thereare seve-
ral ; and in some places small squares are formed, which
are usually termed cowrts, as Miln’s Court and James’s
«Court .in the Lawn-market, and Elphingston’s Court in
the Cowgate.. Butmnone of these are very ancient.

The communications bétween .the High Street of Edin-Bridgea.
burgh, or.the central ridge of that city, and the northern
-and southern disgricts, are themselves no small coriosities.
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‘Bdisburgh. The most rémarkable consists of the two bridges, which

North

Bridge.

form one continued- street, crossing the High Street, and
at right angles with it. In 1763 the North Loch ‘was
drained, and the mud removed, for the putpose of disco~
vering a proper foundation for building a bridge of comt
muihication’ across the valley to the high ground on the
north. The first stohe was laid by George Drummond,
Esq. Lord Provost of Edinburgh, on the 21st of October
1763 5 but the contract for building the bridge was not
signed till the 21st of August 1765. The parties to this
contrdct were the Town-Council of Edinburgh and Wil
liam Mylne architect, brother to the person who built
Blackfriars bridge. * By this agreement, Mr Mylné  be-
came bound to build a bridge of commimnication between
the High Strect and the fields on the north side of the
clty, for the mim of L. 10,140 Sterling. The work was to
be completed before Martinmas 1769, arid Mr Mylne ent
gaged to ‘uphold ‘it for ten years.: ‘A difficulty occurred
in the coyrse of the work, which has more than ofice oe-
casioned no small embarrassment when great b'uildin'g's
were to be erected in Edinburgh.  As'the north side of
the hill on which the High Strect stands is extremely
steep, it had been found in early times a convenient mode
of getting tid of the earth dug from 'the foundations of
houses to tumble it down this de¢livity towards the North
Loch. Hence the whole ground ‘on that side of - the hill
is formed, not of natural, but of what buildérs term #ra
velled earth. It would appeat that Mr Mylne and his
workmen had not suspected this ciréumstance, and in dig-
ging the foundation had stopt short ‘when there were still
eight feet of unsound soil between them and the natural
solid mass, which in that quarter is generally clay. He
appears {0 have committed another error in not raising the
piers ‘of ¥he bridge to a sufficient height; and to temedy
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this’ defect, he piled an immense mass of indigested Edinburgh.
_earth upen his vault and arches, in order to raise the
bridge to a. proper level.  The result was, that the great
mass of crude earth having swelled by the rains, on the
third of August 1769 burst the side-walls and abutments
on the south end of the 'briage. The vaults gave way ;
and five people, who happened to be upon the fatal spot,
were buried in the ruins; eleven others were considerably
burt. ~Had the accident happened a quarter of an hour
earlier, many more lives would have been lost; because
a great concourse of people at that time returned from
attending a methodist sermon, and passed in a body along
the bridge. ' ,
The bridge was relieved and repaired, by pulling down
the side-walls in some parts, and rebuilding them with
chain” bars ; by removing the vast load of earth laid
upon ‘the bridge, and supplying its place with hollow
arches thrown bstween the sides of the great arches; by
raising the walls that went across the bridge to an addi-
tional height, so that the vaults springing from them
might bring the road to a proper elevation, without much
covering of earth; by throwing an arch of relief over the
small south arch, which was shattered : And as there
‘were rents in the walls, or at least as they had departed from
the line at both ends of the bridge, the whole was sup-
ported by very strong buttresses and counter-forts at the
south end, upon each side of the bridge, and upon which
houses are erected ; but at the north there is a counter-
fort only upon the east side. The expence of the whole
amounted to about L.18,000. The bridge comsists of
three great arches with several small ones at each end, of
the following dimensions: Width of the three great
arches, 72 feet each ; breadth or thiclkness of the piers,
13% each ; width of the small arches, 20 feet each; total
Vor. L. B

-
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length of the piers and arches, 310 feet ; length of the
bridge from the High Street to Prince’s Street, 1125 feet;
height of the great arches from the top of the parapet to

‘the base, 68 ; breadth of the bridge within wall over the

arches, 40 ; breadth at each end, 50 feet.

The South Bridge, thrown over the Cowgate, is in the
same line with the North Bridge ; but as the Cowgate is
not so low as the North Loch, this bridge is a less eleva-
ted stracture than the former. To the eye of a stranger,
the existence- of this bridge is not readily obvious; no-
thing is seen upon it but a level street with very regular

and elegant buildings, of polished stone, on each side.

And were it not that an opening is left at the central arch,
over the street of the Cowgate, no trace ofa bridge would
appear. To form this work, which is now the regu-
lar communication across the city of Edinburgh from
south to north, the lanes called Niddry’s, Merlin’s, and
Peeble’'ss Wynds, were pulled down ; and, among others,
one of the oldest houses in Edinburgh was removed,
being that in which Queen Mary lodged in 15677, on the
night after parting for ever from her favourite Bothwell
at Carberry Hill. When the foundation of the central
pier of the South Bridge was dug, to no less than
twenty-two feet deep, many coins of Edward the First,
Second, and Third were found. The' foundation-stone
was laid on the 1st of August 1785. The bridge, con-
sisting of twenty-two arches, was built, the old houses
removed, the elegant new buildings on both sides finished, °
the shops occupied, and the street opened for carriages, in
March 1788~-an operation of wonderful celerity, which
proved a source, not of expence, but of profit to the pub-
lic. The old buildings were purchased at a trifling cost,
their value being fixed by verdicts of juries; while the
areas-on which they stood were sold, to erect the new
buildings on each side of the bridge, for L.30,000. In-
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deed it was remarked, that the building ground on this Edinburgh,
occasion sold higher than perhaps ever was known in any i iid
city, even in Rome during its most flourishing times;

being some of it at the rate of L.96,000 per statute acre,

and other areas at the rate of L.100,000 per acre, and

even as high as L. 150,000 per acre. It is recollected with

regret, however, that amidst the efforts of public spirit and

national good taste, which at this time were displayed in
improving and adorning the capital of Scotland, various acts

of unnecéssary injustice were committed against individu-

als. Jurieg were found, who, in their zeal to give aid to the

public projects, adjudged the old buildings at an extremely

trifling valuation. Thus persons who had expended all

they were worth in the purchase or improvement of

houses, a thing not uncommon with people of a small ca-

pital in Edinburgh, were nearly ruined : But the evil was

at length prevented from proceeding farther in this and

similar cases, chiefly, it is believed, by the spirited resis-

tance of the late Lord Henderland in behalf of certain

minors whose guardian he was.

Another communication between the centre of the city Earthen
and the New Town of Edinburgh has of late years been Mound.
opened, by means of 2 mound of earth laid from the Lawn-
market across the North Loch. This mound was made pas-
sable for carriages in three years. It isabove 800 feet in
length.  On'the north it is ‘58 feet in height, and on the
south"92. The quantity of earth above the surface is
290,167 cubic yards: and from the nature of the soil, it
is supposéd to have sunk to such a degree, that there is
now below ground half as much as appears above, or
that, in other words, one-third of the whole mass is cona
cealed from the view. Hence, as it stands at present, it
amounts to 435,250 cubical yards of travelled earth; and
if a cubical yard is held equal to three cart-loads, it will

) B2
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Edinburgh. be found that this mound contains 1,305,780 loads im alf.

Southern
District.

Had the work ‘been performed at the expence of four
penée per cart, digging, filling, and carrying, which is
very moderate, the amount is L.32,643, 15s. In fact,
however, it cost the community nearly nothing. It is
said to have originated in the following manner. George
Boyd, a shopkeeper in the Lawn-market, who sold tartan,
was extremely fond of visiting the New Town to observe
the progress of+the buildings, by which. the capital of his
native country was about to be so remarkably extended
and adorned. Finding it inconvenient t6 go round by the
‘North Bridge, he prevailed with his neighbours to join
‘with him in contributing a small sum of money to defray
the expence of laying stepping stones across the North
Loch, which, though drained, was still as at present a sort
of swamp or meorass. He next persuaded some of the
‘persons employed in erecting houses in the New Town to
convey to the same spot their rubbish, and the earth dug
out in laying the foundations of their buildings. A tole-
rable foot-path was thus made, which in the neighbourhood

. received the appellation of Geordie Boyd’s Brig. ~'The ad-

vantage derived from an undertaking of the same sort,
upon’a greater scale, was soon perceived. Permission
was granted to the builders in the New Townto deposit
in this spot the whole earth and rubbish whioh they had
occasion to remove. This was -accepted as a privilege,
because no place was found so convenient for that purpose.
The magistrates obtained the authority of parliament for
removing certain houses in the Lawn-market, to open acom-
munication with the Mound by a regular street; and before
he died, the original projector of the work had the morti-
fication to sec his own shop pulled down for this purpose.
The SoutHERN District of Edinburgh is a mixture
‘of ancient and of modern buildings, in which, upon the
« 4
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whole, the latter predominate. © From the Cowgate to Edinburgh.
the summit of the ridge, the buildings are in the most an-
cient style; and two streets, called the Potter-row and
Pleasance, are narrow and mean. Nicolson’s street, how-
ever, which is a continuation of the two bridges, is of 2
very different character, exhibiting, at least towards its
northern extremity, a considerable degree of the substan-
tial elegance which appears in the modern architecture of
the city of Edinbu.rgh. George’s square also, which is
very spacious and regnlar, consists of buildings rcared in
the best taste. As the ground declines towards the south-
ern side of this square, which is contiguous to the public
walk called the Meadow, it is one of the most chearful
residences in Edinburgh, on -account of its rural pros-
peets, and of its receiving a very large portion of the di-
rect rays of the sun—a circumstance not ‘unacceptable in
this climate during nine months of the'year. The two
lesser squares in this district, Argyle's square and Brown’s
square, being situated on the northern declivity, have not
the same advantages. In general, as no plan was adopt-
ed by the public in the original building of the southern
district, ‘it has been irregularly executed, according to the
accidental views and interests of individuals. Asa con-
siderable part of it was reared with a view towards the
accommodation of the students atiending the University,
which is here situated, the houses are in general raised to
a considerable height, intended to be possessed by sepa-
rate families in each story for the accommodation of lodging
houses. ;

The western part of the southern district 1s occupied
by warious hospitals ; and beyond these is 2 very mean
suburb called Portsburgh, from its vicinity to the west-
ern port or gate of the city.

The Northern District of Edinburgh, called the NEW \.p Towne
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Edinburgh. Town, may well be considered as the pride of Scotland.
It is equalled in regularity, elegance, and magnificence,
by no city in the world. ‘It may be regarded as con-
sisting of two parts : One of these is the New Town as
originally designed in 17677, which now wants only a few
houses to render it complete ; and the other part consists
of additional buildings erected or erccting to the east and
the north of the former.

The New Fown, as originally designed, is situated, as
already mentioned, upon the summit of a horizontal
ridge. It is laid out in the form of a parallelogram,
whose sides measure 3600 feet by.1090. Its principal
longitudinal streets are three: Gearge Street, Prince’s
Strect, and Queen Street. George Street, which runs from
cast to west along the summit of the ridge, and forms the
centre, is said to have no rival in Europe. It is 115 feet
broad : It terminates in a superb square at each end. The
whole houses arc of an uniform hcight, three stories
above the strcet independent of the roof, ail executed of
the finest hewn stone. In frent of the houses there is 2
sunk area, which gives light to a lower story, The sunk
areas are enclosed by an iron railing of an uniform height.
The street is furnished, like all the principal streets of
Edinburgh, with a broad :smooth pavement of hewn stone on
each side for foot passengers, and the centre with a strong
causeway of basaltic blue stone, here called whinstone. It
is obtained in abundance from the neighbouring rocks of
Arthur Seat, and is used for paving the whole city and
suburbs. Parallel to George St‘r'eet, forming the bound-
aries of the parallelogram of the New Town on the north
and the south, are the two streets or rows, of similar
L;eauty and magnificence, called Q ueen Street and Prince’s
Street. 'The former of these is a terrace overlooking the
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descending grounds to the north ; and the latter is a si- Edinburgh.
milar terrace looking down upon the North Loch upon ———
the south, beyond which ascend the rugged rocks and for-
tifications of the Castle, and the crowded and lofty build-

ings of the Old Town.

Parallel to George Street, and between it and Prince’s
Street, 2 meaner and narrower street, called Rose Street,
has been judiciously interposed for the convenience of-an.
inferior class of inhabitants. On the north, Thistle Street
occupies a similar situation between George Street and
the Terrace or Row called Quecn Street.

The New Town has seven streets,. hy which it is
crossed at right angles from Prince’s Street on the south
to Queen Street on the north. These cross strects are
not inferior in elegance to the principal or long streets;
they all stand higher in their centre, where they cross
George Street at the summit of the ridge, than where
they approach at each end to Prince’s Street and Queen
Street; but the descent is gradual, being totally unlike the
precipitous sides of the hill upon which the cross streets
and lanes of the Old Town are built, The New Town
was begun to be built at its eastern extremity adjoining
to the North Bridge; and excepting a few houses in that
quarter, it is entirely formed of the most beautiful hewn
stone, obtained from the quarries in the neighbourhood,
and sometimes from the foundations of the houses. It is
a general rule, however, that the newest buildings are the
most elegantly and correctly finished; and accordingly,
in proportion as it proceeds westward, the New Town
greatly improves in the beauty both of the workmanship
and the materials of the buildings. - Indeed, the front of
the northern side of Charlotte Square, which is at the west-
ern extremity, exhibits an example of magnificence, good
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Edinburgh. taste, delicate workmanship, and substantial materials,

which is, perhaps, without example in any city.

? Addition o In addition to the parallelogram which formed the ori-

f}’(‘;‘vﬁ"‘w gixial plan of the New Town, a project has more recently
been formed, 2nd is now carrying into execution, for extend-
ing it down the whole declivity to the northward towards
the small river called the Water of Leith, and eastward to-
wards the town and port of Leith. These new buildings
are executed in the same superb style with the western
Buildings of the New Town. They possess this disad-
vantage, however, that being sitaated upon a steep decli-
vity, or side of a hill, the cross strects of communication
are little less inconvenient than the precipitous closes and
wynds of the Old Town. - Besides these, however, as a
continuation of Queen Street eastward, a street of equal
or superior magnificence to the best part of George's
street has been reared, under the appellation of Yor# Pluce ;
and additional streets in that quarter are opening every
year, although the war, by increasing the price of timber,
has a tendency to impede their progfess,

St James To the eastward of the parallelogram, which formed

Sauare. g original area of the New Town, the ground has a
slight ascent, after which it declines rapidly towards
Leith on the east, towards the foot of the Calton-hill on
the south, and towards York Place on the north. On this
high ground James Square is situated;  but ag it was
built, not upon a public, but”in conscquence of a private
plan by the proprietor of the ground, the houses are more
lofty than those of the rest of the New Town; and be-
yond the square, the northern, eastern, and southern decli-
vities have been covered with buildings in successive rows,
which are seen towering aloft above each other like the seats
of atheatre. They possess many of the inconveniences
of the crowded buildings in the centre of the city; but
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they are attended with this advantage, that to a stranger Edinburgh.
ascending towards Edinburgh by the principal London .

road, which is now by Leith, they give to this entrance of

the city an aspect of wonderful, and perhaps unexampled
magnificence. b

The City of Edinburgh, which we have thus generally
described, is nearly seven miles in circumference. It is
undoubtedly, upon the whole, an object of no small curi-
osity. The durability of the materials of which its
buildings have been reared, together with the rapid im-
provements which have taken place within the last forty
years, enable it to exhibit at cnce the dwellings and the
accommodation required by the same people in very dif-
ferent states of society, and in remote periods of their
history. The houses may still be scen'in which the proud-
est and the wealthiest of the Scottish nobles and gentry for-
Ihcrly found adequate accommodation for a city residence,
but which are now occupied by ordinary mechanics and
the lowest tradesmen; while in their immediate vicinity,
and in full view, 2 city of palaces has been reared, which
marks strongly by contrast the altered state of this part of
the British empire.

In consequence of the extreme irregularity of the soil, Scenery as
the vicinity of the Frith of Forth, and the fertility of the Famsurgh.
adjoining country, it is perhaps impossible to find in the
world a situation presenting such a boundless variety as
occurs in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, of beautiful,
magnificent, and singular scenery. At every step that we
advance the prospect alters, and objects already seen ap-
pear in different points of view, or new objects ascend into
notice. In particular, the views from the western part of
Queen Street, from 'the Calton-hill, from the Castle-hill,
from Salisbury Craigs, froma variety of situations on thead-
joining hills, and more especially from the towering summit
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Edinburgh. of. Arthur Seat, are incoaceivably magnificent, on account
of the new points of view in which they exhibit this large
city and the adjoining sea, with its cultivated shores,
abounding on both sides in all the necessaries and luxuries
of life which a prosperous and skilful agriculture can
produce, and 2lso in a- great variety of the most valuable
mineral treasures. It would be an almost boundless task
to point out the picturesque scenes to be seen in the imme-
diate vicinity of Edinburgh. The course of the Water
of Leith exhibits a considerable number of them; and
from every qh_arter of the country the city itself, with its
towering castle, and its lofty and irregular buildings, forms
a conspiguous object, For the sake of strangers, however,
and even of many of the negligent and indolent natives,
one position ought not to pass unnoticed. It is within
view of Queen Street, upon the summit of the high

View from rxdge towards the west already mentioned, called Cor-

Slfg;”gm,_.rtorpbm_e Hills. At the summit of one of the eminences
of this ridge, Mr Keith of Ravelston has built two walls
crossing each other, and in each of the four aﬁg]es formed
by them a seat is placed. To the person seated in each
angle, a separate view exhibits itself of the City of Edin
burgh and its meuntainaus precincts; of the Frith of Forth
and its islands; of an irregular and beautifully wooded
eountry; and, lastly, of the rich cultivated valley which
siretches to the westward of Edinburgh Castle. It is
probable that there scarcely exists in the British - island
a spot from which an equal selection of rich, exten-
sive, and beautiful scenes, can be beheld to such advan-
tage. The good taste with which the spot has been
chosen, and  the .simplicity of the means adopted for the
advantageous display of the scenery, caanot be too much
praised.. It is to be remarked, however, that the most
magnificent of all the views of the city of Edinburgh and
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its vicinity, and that which seems most completely to defy Edinburgh.
imagination to conceive any thing more splendid, is that ‘
which is obtained from the most southern eminence of the

same ridge.

From its elevated and airy position, Edinburgh is, upan Climate of
the whole, placed in a healthy, though inconvenient situ- kb
ation. One remarkable inconvenience which attends a
considerable part of it, and which has, inall ages, aitracted
the notice of strangers, must not here he passed over. In
constructing the central part of the city, the important
convenience of common sewers was neglected. Hence
the practice conld not be avoided of casting out in the
evening into the streets all manner of filth. About mid-
night, therefore, a stranger passing along any part of the
Old Town, and of those parts of the southern district
which are built in imitation of it, nrever fails to be shock-
ingly disgusted.. All is removed by scavengers in the
morning; and such is the effect of the situation on which
Edinburgh stands, exposing it to every wind that blows,
that no inconvenience is produced during the day from
this practice of the preceding night, and the salubrity of
the atmosphere i3 in no way affected by it. In the New
Town, and in the better guarters of the southern district,
the existence of common sewers prevents the practice
alluded to.

If any inconvenience attend the climate of Edinburgh, Winds.
it is chiefly that which results from its exposure to high
winds. These chiefly blow from the west or the easi.

A north or 2 south wind is very rarely of long continu-
ance. The west winds are the most common aad the
most violent, sometimes raging in Edinburgh with incre-
dible fury. They sweep along an uninterrupted plain of
almost 14 miles in length, hemmed in by the Pentland
Hills on the south, and by high grounds on the north, tiil
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Edinburgh they reach Edinburgh Castle, which is'the first object by

which, for many miles, they are in any degree opposed.

- The stream of air divided by the lofty rocks of the Castle

hurries along the south and north sides of the city with

great violence ; houses blown down, large trees torn up by

the roots, carriages overturned, and people carried off

their feet, and beat down upon the pavement, are, in some

seasoms, not uncommon circumstances in Edinburgh. Mr

Arnot, in his history of this city, remarks, that on Satur-

day the "1th of January 1778, the Leith guard, consisting

of a serjeant and twelve men of the 70th regiment, were

all of them blown off the Castlé-hill, and some of them
severely hurt.

The east winds do not blow with equal violence, but
they are attended with the inconvenience of producing a
sense of intense cold. They prevail chiefly during the
spring months, or in the month of May. - The sky is on
such occasions usually of a brown hazy appearance, or a
damp fog is brought up the Frith by means of them,
which often covers the city and the adjoining country.
Cétarrhs, and other symptoms of cold, are, on these occa-
sions, extremely frequent. In the High Street of Edin-
burgh, a wind coming from the east, to which in its
whole length it lies exposed, is very severely felt; and if
the wind is in any other direction, it blows up evéry lane
or close as through a funnel, so that a person' passing
along the side pavement of the street encounters a se-
vere Dlast at every few yards distance. Thus the air of
this city being continually changed is at all times pure.
The inconvernience attending lofty and crowded buildings
is greatly diminished, and is even by some persons ac-
counted no evil; as in such a climate a due portion of
warmness is thought to be no less necessary to the welfar
of the human constitution, than to breathe a free and pure
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atmosphere. Certain- it is, that in the narrowest lancs Edinburgh.

and most confined situatious of the city, both young and
‘old persons are found who possess abundantly ruddy and
vigorous complexions.

The excellent water with which Edinburgh is supplied, Water,

is undoubtedly not a little conducive to the health of the
inhabitants. It'appears that, as far back as the year 1621,
a design had been entertained of conveying water to Edin-
burgh from a distance, and an act of the Scots parliament
authorised the measure; ~but it was not till 1674 that
any effectual 'steps were taken for that purpose. At that
time the Town Council of Edinburgh engaged to pay to
Peter Braschie, a German, L.2050 for bringing in a
leaden pipe of three inches diameter water from Comies-
ton, about four miles to the south-west of the city, to a
reservoir to be erected on the Castle-hill, from which it
was to be distributed to different public wells in the city.
A larger pipe of 4} inches diameter was laid at a future
period from the lands of Swanston. . Preceding 1787, the
reservoir at Comieston received four distinct streams of
water from the same number of pipes; and these, at the
fullest discharge into the cistern, are estimated from §00
to 000 Scots pints of water (near seven hogsheads) per
minute; but at other times, when the discharge into the
fountain-liead is less, or rather in the usual heat in sum-
mér, from 150 to 170. The reservoir at Comieston is
elevated 44 feet above the level of the reservoir on the
Castle-hill.  When- the fountain-head at Comieston is
full, the great pipe at the Castle-hill discharges 210 Scots
pints per minute (nearly equal to 840 English) into the
great reservoir in town, which contains 149,472 Scots
pints, or 201 tons 3 hogsheads and 6 gallons. This
supply of water being found insvflicient, in consequence
.of the increased number of buildings, in 1767 an additional
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Edisburgh.new pipe of five iriches diameter was laid, and in 1790
‘h—-—-v—-
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another of seven inches. In consequence of these, pri-
vate families in Edinburgh, for an annual payment of
10s. 6d. or L.1:1s. according to circumstances, are
enabled to obtain water, to be conveyed in all quarters
of the city into cisterns placed in their cellars or kitchens.
In many lofty buildings the water is in this ‘manner con-
veyed to the highest stories of the houses, to supply the
families that reside there. This is rendered practicable
by the elevated situation of the city’s reservoir on the
Gastle-hill. * After all, however, in unusually dry seasons,
the springs ‘semetimes fail to such a degree as to occasion
cousiderable inconvenience to. private families. As water
is an article of the first necessity, and requisite in a great
number of manufactures, it would probably be a wise
measure in the municipal government of every city to
adopt measures by aqueducts, great pipes, or other works,
for obtaining an abundant provision of that article for all
necessary uses; ‘so that distillers, brewers, dyers, and all
other manufacturers or artists, might be supplied upon
moderate terms.

A singular act of prodigality, with regard to the supply
of Edinburgh with water, ought not to pass unnoticed.

-Of late years the Magistré.tes and Town Council of Edin-

Jburghdugout of the earth the greater partof the leaden pipes
which their ancestors had’ 12id at an expence, it is said, of
nearly L.40,000, and substituted cast-iron pipes in their
stead. This was done to raise a sum of 6 or-L.7000 by
the sale of the old lead. Thus instead of pipesof an almost
perpetual endurance, a material is now employed, which
must speedily require to be renewed, in -consequence ‘cf
the chemical action of the water upon the iron.

There is abundance of fuel, consisting of pit-coal,in
the vicinity of Ediuburgh, as that mineral is found not
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only in the county, but to a great distance along both the Edinburgh.
shores of the Frith of Forth. The supply, however, is
sometimes irregular, from causes which shall be noticed
when we come to treat of the courty at large. The
smoke of the pit-coal has, in the course of time, given to

the ancient white free-stone buildings of the city that
dusky hue which distinguishes them, and whi¢h must al-
ways give to a city, the houses of which are built of
stone and covered with slates, 2 more sombre or dull as~
pect than where the more perishing materials of bricks

and tiles are employed. - .

The state of society in Edinburgh is such as naturally State of so-
results from the class of persons by whom it is inhabited g
or frequented. It is still regarded as the capital of a con-
siderable division of the island ; and all those- families of
the nobility and gentry, whose fortunes do not enable them
to encounter the expence of a residence in London, resort
to this city for the enjoyment of society, and for the edu-
cation of their children. Hence persons of title and rank
abound in Edinburgh. As Scotchmen are accustomed to
wander in quest of fortusie to all quarters of the globe,
considerable numbers of those who have returned with
success from the pursuit are led to resort to the capital of
‘their native country. Many English families have also
of late years come hither, whose fortunes, though not
adequate to the enormous expence reguisite to a splendid
establishment in the capital of the island, are yet sufficient
'to enable them here to gain admission into the society of
persons of rank. Of those engaged in business in Edin~
burgh, the members of the profession of the law take the
lead. Including all denominations or orders, they are
suppased to amount to’ between 2000 and’ 3000 persons,
who with their families form a considerable part of the
population of Edinburgh. When =along with these we
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consider the numbers connected with the university, a-

mounting to from 1200 to 1500, the character of society

in Edinburgh must be evident. It is generally polite and
intelligent ; and there is probably no city in the world, of
the same extent, in which so great a proportion of the in-
habitants consist of well-informed persons. The trading
part of the community consists chiefly of artists.or shop-
keepers, employed in supplying the wants and the luxu-
ries of the numerous classes of wealthy inhabitants that
have either a temporary or a permanent residence here.
The general politeness and intelligence which evidently
prevail among all ranks of persons seem to be produced,
partly by the  literature which is so universally diffused
through Scotland, and is more general at the seat of an
university ; and partly also by the facility with which
persons of different ranks intermingle with each other, on
account of the moderate extent of the circle of respectable .
society, which does not enable any class or rank to asso-
ciate exclusively with its own members.

The lower class of inhabitants in Edinburgh are upon
the whole of a very regular and decent character. In the
most populous streets of the southern district, where no
watch of any kind is ever kept, the utmost safety to pro-
perty in general prevails ; and after midnight there is the
deepest silence in the remote streets and lanes. The same
may be remarked concerning the rest of the city, with
the exception of the great public streets’; in which how-
ever it is extremely rare that any peaceable passenger en-
counters an injury. _

. At the 'same time, Edinburgh isin some respeets a
place of great luxury, in consequence of its being the resort
of so many idle persons in easy circumstances. Except-
ing by young men and strangers, however, taverns are not

_greatly frequented, unless when parties of both sexes are
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dssembled there for the sake of dancing, which in Scot. Edinburgh.
Iand is a favourite amusement. In private houses, the e
chief luxury is that of the table. It is cartied to a great
extent ; and in the middle arders of society, very consi-
derable incomés are expended in giving and receiving fre-
quent feasts, at ‘which no expence is spared. The excel-
lence and variety of the different articles of butcher’s
meat and fish and fowl, which the Edinburgh markets af-
ford, ptesent somie temptation to this mode' of living.
In daddition to these, however, few dinners are made by
private persons for their friends, in which a variety of
dishes aré not introduced from the shop of the pastry-
cook. This expensive mode of living, with the habits
attending it, results from that emulation which naturally
arises among #ll orders of persons in a city, and which
here takeés this turn frem the convivial temper of Scots-
men; added to"the numbers of idle people in affluent cir-
cumstances assembled at Edinburgh. It is injurious to
persons engaged in industry, as retarding the acquisition
of independence ; and it frequently introduces a taste for
pleasure into the minds of young Scotsmen, which, when
they go to other countries, too often delays the progress of
their fortunes.

The luxury of dress is also carried to a very consider- [Uxury of
able height by the middle orders of persons in this city.
The beautiful and spacious pavement of hewn stone
which adorns the sides of all the principal streets, toge-
ther with the public walks of the Calton-hill and Leith-
walk on the north; and of the Meadow on the south, af-
ford 4 powerful temptation to the amusement of walking ;
and accordingly these last, together with the principal
streets, especially of the New Town, form places of pub-
lic parade, where great numbers of well-dressed idle per-
sons are seen on fine weather enjoying the exercise of

Vor. 1. C
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Edinburgh. walking, or rather gratifying the vanity of displaying

.

Whisky.

themselves. It follows from this, that all persons are un-
der a sort of necessity of paying more attention to perso-
nal appearance than is elsewhere observed, before they
venture to appear on the public streets. Such a degree of
ceremony prevails, that gentlewomen are absurdly asha-
med to be seen with their own children in their arms.
But these evils ought probably to be regarded as trif-
ling when compared with those which result from an ar-
ticle of ldxury greatly indulged in by the common peo-
ple of this city, and more or less of every part of Scot-
land ; thatis to say, from their favourite liquor whiséy.
Towards the close of the late years of scarcity, when go-
vernment found it still necessary, by way of precau-
tion, to continue the restraint of the manufacture of
this commodity, and to enforce, as formerly, by severe
penalties, the prohibition against distillation, the health,
the morals, and the circumstances of the common people
of Edinburgh and Leith were visibly and rapidly amelio-
rated. Their families were better cloathed, great num-
bers of them purchased eight-day clocks and other costly
articles of furniture by their accumulations ; because their
industry was uninterrupted by intemperance, and no temp-
tation to idleness was thrown in their way. The perni-
cions manufacture of whisky was no sooner restored than
this happy train of affairs was altered ; and the scenes of
misery, too frequent among the common people of great
cities, again made their appearance, aggravated by dis-
graceful instances of intemperance, which appeared at
times even in the- public streets and highways about the
city. It is undoubtedly a misfortune to this country, that
the wants of the British treasury should induce govern-
ment at all to tolerate a pernicious manufacture; which,
when obtained at a cheap rate, proves so utterly ruinous
to the health and the morals of the lower classes of people,
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ind more particularly to women of that rank. So general, Edinburgh.
or rather so universal, is the évil, that a woman of low rank — ¥
is scarcely to be found, whatever her character in other re~

spects may be, who does not at forty years of age become

less 6r more addicted to the usé of spirituous liquors. ~ The
temptation is so irresistible, that to purchase this pernicious

liquor, great numbers of them reduce themselves and their

families to misery. The government of China, we are told,

strictly prohibits the manufacture and importation of opium,

a drug of a similar quality ; and why the British govern-

ment should account itself at liberty to have less regard for

the morals of the people is not obvious.

Edinburgh contains more objects worthy of attention Interesting
than most other cities; for this reason, that it not only %‘:1’,6,:151:2},,
possesses such public establishments as are common to all
great towns, but having been once a seat of government,
it contains many buildings and institutions peculiar to the
capital of a kingdom.—Having given the above general
survey of it, we shall arrange our remaining remarks npon
the objects deserving notice in it under the following
heads : We shall consider its establishments, 1s¢, For the
support of religion ; 2dly, For literature ; 3dly, The cha-
ritable institutions ; 4thly, The establishments for public
amusement ; 5tbly, The public banks and municipal in-
stitutions of this city ; and, 6¢bly, Its political establish-
ments. We shall next give an account of the harbour and
suburb of Leith, with the commerce, manufactures, and
population of the whole ; and shall conclude with a very
concise view of the history of Edinburgh and Leith.

RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS OF
EDINBURGH.

The whole of what is called the Ancient Royal Borough Ecclesias-

3 . 5 5 tical divi-
or-Royalty of the City of Edinburgh, is considered as onesion of the
C2 City.
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Edinburgh. parish, to which the New Town has been annexed ; and’

St Giles.

this is called the Parish of St Giles. Under this parish
the Canongate is not included, which forms a separate pa-
rish by itself ; nor is the greater.part of the southern dis-
trict included, nor the buildings in the New Town be-
yond the regular parallelogram or plan adopted by the
public for that part of the city. These belong to the pa-
rish of St Cuthbert’s, which includes a considerable part
of the adjoining country. The town of Leith has also a
distinct ecclesiastical establishment, and i1s divided into
two parishes, called the North and the Soxth. In Edin-
burgh and Leith, the regular established clergy of the
presbyterian church, who receive salaries from the public,
are twenty-four in number. Of these, three belong to
Leith, two to the Canongate, and two to St Cuthbert’s,
commonly called the West Kirk. The remainder are al-
lotted to the new and old divisions of the Royal Borough
of Edinbugh, the magistrates of which are their patrons.
Besides these, however, there are some other churches
connected with the establishment, called Chapels of Ease ;
the incumbents of which are supported chiefly, like dis-
senters, from the revenue collected from the rents of the
seats in their churches. Of these chapels of ease, there is
one in the parish of St Cuthbert’s, two in the Canongate,
one in the ancient part of the city of Edinburgh, and one
in Leith, besides a chapel in which the Gaelic or Erse lan-
guage is preached, for the accommodation of the lower
class of persons who resort to Edinburgh from the High-
lIands, and who act in great numbers in the capacity of
chajrmen, porters, and servants.

The CHurcH oF ST GILES, as the ancient Cathedral of
Edinburgh, naturally takes the lead in an account of the
religious establishments of the city. As already men-
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tioned, it is situated in the High Street, and forms theEdinburgh.
northern boundary of the Parliament Square or Close. It i
measures in length from east to west, over the walls, 206

feet; at the west end it is 110 feet-broad, and in the

middle 129, but at the east only 76. It is a beautiful

Gothic building, and is adorned with a lofty square tower,

the top of which is encircled with open figured stone-

work, resembling the ornaments that enrich the circle of

an imperial crown. From each side and each corner of

“the tower rises a slip of stone-weork, which, meeting in

the top with that which springs from the opposite side,

forms four arches, intersecting each other, and completing

the figure of an imperial crown, the top of which termi-

nates in a pointed spire. The church is built on a very
elevated situation, and the height of the spire is a hundred

and sixty-one feet.

St GILEs, abbot and confessor, and patren of thisHistory of
church, was the tatelar saint of Edinburgh. The ]egendSt (B
concerning him states, that he was born in Greece in the
sixth century, and descended of illustrious parentage.

Both his parents being dead, he gave all his wealth to the
poor, and left his native country. He travelled into
France; and retiring into the deep recesses of a wilderness
near the conflux of the Rhone with the sea, he cortinued
there for three years, living entirely upon the spontaneous
produce of the earth, and the milk of a deer. He was re-
puted a person of great virtue and sanctity, and, like other
popish saints, various miracles were attributed to him.
He founded a monastery in Languedoc, which was long
after known by the name of St Gi/es, and induced many
to embrace a life of retirement and devotion. In the
reign of James II. Preston of Gorton got passession of an
arm-bone of the holy man, which he bequeathed to the
church of St Giles in Edinburgh, and the relique was

"6 860
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kept among the treasures of the church till the reforma-
tion. At what time the present fabric yvas reared does
not appear, but it was long in great estimation as a reli-
gious establishment, and about 40 altars were founded in
it. In 1466 James III. erected it into a collegiate church;
of which the chapter consisted of a provost, curate, 16
prebendaries, a niini§ter of the choir, four choristers, a
sacristan, and beadle. At the xjeforfnation, the sacred
utensils belonging to this church were seized and sold by
the magistrates of Edinburgh. The money was applied,
after repairing the church, to augment the ordirary funds
of the incbrpora_tion. The church itself was divided by
partition walls; and its principal apartments are still used
as four separate churches, under the appellation of the
New Church, the 0ld Cburclz, the Tolbootsr Church, which

is adjoining to the prlson, and Haddow’s Hole Church, so
called from a gentleman of that name having been confined
init. Toeach of these churches twg clergymen are allotted,
The new church is formed out of the choir of St Giles.
1t is considered as the principal church of the city; it has
been fitted up in an elegant manner, with a gallery which
goes along the two sides and one of its ends. In this
gallery is a seat or ornamented throne for the king, which
is used by the Commissioner to the General Assembly of

“the church. In the same gallery there are seats for the

Magistrates of Edinburgh, and for the jtxdges of the two
Courts of Session and Exchequer, who attend divine ser-
vice here during the time of session, in their respective
vobes. The pulpit and the front of the gallery are covered
with crimson’velvet fringed with gold.

The lesser apartments of this church are allotted to
other purposes. - One of them accommodates the General
Assembly during its sittings, and others are made use of’
as public offices belonging to the incorporation of the
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city. In this church, on the 13th of October 1643, theEdinburgh.

solemn league and covenant was sworn to and subscribed.

by the Committee of Estates, Commissioners of the
Church, and the English Commissioners, Sir Willliam
Ermen, Sir Henry Vane, and Mr Marshall. In different
quarters of the building are to be found the monuments of
the celebrated Lord Napier of Mercheston, inventor of the
logarithms, of James Earl of Murray, natural son of King
James V. and regent of Scotland, and of the great Marquis
of Montrose, all of whom were here interred.

What is called the CoLLEGE CHURCH is the second in
point of antiquity in the city of Edinburgh. It is a fine
specimen of Gothic architecture, but the plan of the
building has never been completed. Only the choir, the
central tower, and the cross of the church, have been
erected. It was founded by Mary of Guelders, Queen of
James I in 1462. It wasa collegiate church, consisting
of a provost, eight prebendaries, and two choristers. The
body of the foundress is interred in the north aisle of the
church. The remaining churches of the city were built
since the reformation.

College
Church,

The OLp and NEw GREYFRIARS CHURCHES form one Greyfriars.

building,butcontainnothing remarkable,excepting thatthey
are built upon ground which formerly belonged to the monas-
tery of the Greyfriars, as they were called, and stand in the
midstof the most public cemetry of Edinburgh ; in whichare
to be found many monuments, which have little remarkable
in their sculpture, but which mark the spot where the ashes
are deposited of a considerable number of distingnished
Scottish characters. Here, in particular, is a monument
erected to the memory of the celebrated Sir George Mac-
kenzie, still vulgarly denominated in Scotland the dloody.
Mackenzie, first earl of Cromarty, who was public prose=
cutor, or Lord Advocate,during the turbulent, and, in Scot-
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Edinburgh.Jand, unhappy times between the restoration and the revo-
lution. There isalso a monument to the memory of the
unfortunate persons whom he prosecuted, of whom about
100 in number perished in Edinburgh by the hands of the
public executioner. They are here denominated by the
Presbyterian party martyrs.—The following epitaph, on
the south wall of this building, upon a stone placed there by
the late Hon. John M‘Laurin Lord Dreghorn, a Judge of
the Court of Session, to the memory of his father, who had
been appointed to the mathematical chair in the University
of Edinburgh by the advice of Sir Isaac Newton, is wor-
thy of attention on account of the elegance with which it
is expressed: 4

; Infra situs est
COLIN M‘LAURIN, °
Mathes. Olim in Acad. Edin. Prof.
Electus ipso Newtono suadente.

I3k v & ) O
Non ut nomini paterno consulat,
Nam tali anxilio nil eget;

Sed ut in hoc infelici campo,
Ubi luctus regnant et pavor,
Mortalibus prorsus non absit solatium,

: Hujus enim scripta evolve,
Mentemque tantarum rerum capacem
Corpori caduco superstitem crede.

It was long a complaint that this burying ground was
much too crowded, as the grave-diggers frequently
cannot avoid encroaching upon ground unfit to be
touched. The climate of Edinburgh, however, and the
high winds which prevail here, never suffered any bad
effects to result from this circunistance; and considerable
relief is now obtained by opening new burying-grounds in
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the southern district, and on the Calton-hill; in whieh last
the celebrated David Hume, the historian of England, is
interred, and his monument, an unornamented round
tower, is conspicuous from the North Bridge.

The Tron CHURCH, so called from its vicinity in former

times to the tron, or public beam for weighing merchan~,

dize, was opened for religious worship in the year 1647.
It is now a very conspicuous object, by its standing at the
point in the centre of the Old Town where the two brid-
ges communicate with each other. Three sides of it
have been recently rebuilt; which was done by carrying
up the new walls within, and when they were finished,
the old walls were pulled down, and the new parts appear-
ed as if they had been moulded within the old. Its old
northern front remains, which is very handsome,

Lapy Estaer’s CHurcn was a building of moderate
extent, situated in the southern district, near the Infirmary
and the High School. It owed its origin to a donation by
Dame Margaret Ker Lady Esther in 1674. It has lately
been pulled down on account of its having fallen into de-
cay, and is now rebuilding.

Anciently the Abbey Church of Holyroodhouse was
the parish church of the Canongate; but James VII, du-
ring his residence in Scotland, having ordered that church
to be set apart as a chapel-royal, the inhabitants of the
Canongate were under the necessity of building the present
church for themselves, which is constructed in the ancient
fashion, in the form of a cross. It is a large building,
and contains seats appropriated to several of the nobility,
who once resided in the Canongate.

The Church of St CUuTHBERT’s is chiefly remarkable
within, as a large building well adapted to contain a very
numerous congregation, and without as a coarse stone
yuilding, which has recently been ornamented with 2
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»'spire, but which, in other respects, resembles a great barn,

and is. totally unsuitable to the situation in which it is
placed, being on a detached spot rising from the west end
of the North Loch, where it is held up to the view of the
whole length of Prince’s Street, and forms a contrast to
the finished elegance of the private houses in the west end
of that street. - f

- The last founded church in Edinburgh is that called
St ANDREW’s. - It is a handsome oval building, situated
on the north side of George Street, in the New Town.
It has an elegant portico, supported” by four Corinthian
pillars towards the street, upon which it slightly encroaches.
"The tapering spire is g beautiful piece of architecture, and
has a chime of eight bells, which are rung upon Sundays
and on remarkable holidays. This entertainment is a
favourite. one in England, but gives little pleasure in
Scotland. Upon the bells being placed in this spire, the
rents of the houses in the neighbourhood sunk conside-
rably, as the noise made by them was disliked.

-.The CHaPELS of Eask in Edinburgh have nothing
peculiar in their structure, They are modern fabrics, coms
modiously executed.

.‘There are several EriscorAL CHAPELS In Edmburgh
The principal one. is situated in the Cowgate. The
foundation of it was laid by Gen. Sir Adolphus Oughton,
then commander-in-chief, and grand-master of the free-
masons, on the 3d of April 1771, It is a plain handsome
building, ©0 feet' long by 75 broad. . It is ornamented
with a spire, and has an excellent bell, which once be-
longed to the Chapel of Holyroodhouse, and which is
permitted to be’ rung for assembling the congregation.
The Chapel isattended chiefly by genteel people; or persons
of some rank, for the.common people of Scotland are almost.
universally very strict Presbyterians. = Their chief cause of
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guarrel with the established church is, that its clergy are Edinburgh.
sometimes suspected of not being sufficientlytenaciousof the
doctrines of Calvinism, or of not being sufliciently zealous

for the pure Presbyterian mode of church.government.

Hence the Dz}.r'emer.r,_ who are extremely numerous in Disscceers,
Edinburgh, consist in general of different sorts of Presby-

terians, chiefly distinguished from each other by the degrees

of strictness with which they adhere to the Presbyterian
opinions. A new sect has, indeed, of late sprung up, to

which many of the common people, and some others, have
attached thcmselﬂ'cs, which, in conjunction with the En-

glish Methodists, represents forms of church government,

as of little importance.

It is to be observed that the principal dissenting Presby- Deecent
terian clergymen of Edinburgh, are men of uncommon re-;:iifg;’:n‘
spectability, on account of their distinguished talents, and
the enlightened liberality of character which they display.

During these last twenty years a very conspicuous alte-
ration has taken place in the religious habits of the inha-
bitants of Edinburgh. Before that period, during the
time of divine service, nobody was to be secen on the
streets, and complete solitude prevailed over the public
walks in the neighbourhood. Individual exceptions to
this occurred, but they were rare; and it would have
been accounted a strange breach of deccrum to have seen
females seeking amusement, by walking abroad at these
hours. The state of manners is now greatly changed.

The streets are seen covered with people on Sunday during
divine service, and numbers of persons of all ranks and of
both sexes are to be met with wandering idly about the
environs of the city, or into public gardens during the
summer. It may be true, that among a people so well
gducated as the Scots nation generally are, attendance
wpon public worship, as the means of receiving instruction,
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Edinburgh-may not be very necessary : But even in Scotland, in a
- .
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propoga-
ting Chris-

great city, there are considerable numbers of persons so
illiterate, that this rule is not applicable to them. Tt is
likewise to be remarked, that, independent altogether of
the utility of public worship as a source of instruction, its
influence upon public morals is very great, by keeping up
sentiments of devotion, and a conviction of the presence
and of the superintendence of an over-ruling Providence.
On this account, though men of sense must regard withsatis-
factjon the extinction of that intolerant spirit which too fre-
quently formed a conspicuous feature of the religion of our
forefathers, yet they cannot fail to regard with some appre-
hension the present general decline of the influence of reli-
gilous sentiments, especially among persons of defective
education. It is usually observed in Edinburgh, that the
soberest and the best servants are those who attach them-
selves to some particular religious sect. By doing so,
they not only preserve in their own minds those motives
for good conduct which religion superadds to the laws of
the land, and to the rules of common prudence, but by
submitting to that sort of superintendence which the Pres-
byterian form of church government confers upon the
minister and his kirk-session, their conduct becomes, in
some measure, cxposed to public notice, and they escape
from that state of obscurity and want of personal impor-
tance which leads the common people in towns so readily
to disregard all rules of propriety.

As connected with this subject, we may here take
notice of an institution of great importance; which is the

tian Kuow- Society for Propogating Christian Knowledge. 1t was in-

Yedge.

debted for its institution, in 1701, to the zealous aversion -
to popery which prevailed among our ancestors; and its
object was to root out the remains of that ancient religious
and political system of superstition from the Highlands
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and islands of Scotland, by the best and the most unexcep. Edinburgh.
tionable of all means, that of establishing schools in these
remote and barbarous parts of the country, for instructing
children in_reading and writing, and in the principles of
the Protestant religion. The design was approved of by-
a royal proclamation in 1708; and on the 25th of May
1709, Queen Anne constituted the society into a body cer-
porate, for propagating Christian knowledge, and erecting
and maintaining schools. To aid the purpose of the in-
stitution, a sum of L.1000 is annually presented by his :
Majesty. The society, by a variety of donations, has be-
come very wealthy. It islong since its capital exceeded
L.100,000. The original plan has been enlarged to the
instruction of children in trades and manufactures; and for
that purpose a new charter was obtained from his late
Majesty. The Society has many schools ; which have, in
a considerable degree, accomplished the object of the per-
sons who originally instituted the society. Its affairs are
chiefly under the management of churchmen.

LITERARY INSTITUTIONS.

AMoNG the Literary Establishments of Edinburgh the University,
UNIVERSITY naturally takes the lead. Having been in-
stituted after the Reformation, among a frugal people that
had no love for ecclesiastical dignities, it differs greatly
from the wealthy foundations which receive the name
of universities and colleges in England, or in the catholic
countries of the continent of Europe, The University of
Edinburgh consists of a single college, which enjoys the
privilege of conferring degrees. It consists of a Princi-
pal, with a salary of Loxix:a: o}, whose office is in a
great measure nominal, and of a professor in each of the
following departments :
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$dinburgh, ., * Faculty of Theology: ,

g A Tetva 4 Salaries.
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GG ETISTORY- 1o o = ST BN 4700" 0 0
Orfental Languages : . . & . 1 {1190 12 8§

Faculty of Law
Law of Nature and Nations.—Salary va-
* riable, but always above . . . . 300
GRS AN S ED TS e Y 700

DGO SHGEWA T, A gerp e SR ST 1 100
Civil History and Antiquities . . . . 100

O S OF O
c O o o

3 ‘ Faculty of Medicine.

Anatomy and Surgery . . . . « . 50 0 0
PrdcticelolfMedicine % . o T . = .t — =
oo A O SRS S T TR i i T
Materia Medica . . . . . ¢ . , — —
"Chemistry . . . . . . . .« . . — =
Theory of Medicine . . . . . . . — —
Midwiferyzsaggssho s ce wna e gy | — =—
Natural History -~ + . . . . . . '— o=

Faculty of Arts.

Moral Philosophy . . . . . . 102 4 5}
Rhetoric and Belles Lettres . . .- . 70 0 0
Greek . . . . . . . . . . 52 4 5%
Tt s drar, 2 (ESSNICEPES R o e . 52870 0

Natural Philosophy . . . . . . 52 4 5%
MMathematics "o . s & G s .o .« 11368
Practical Astronomy . . . . . . 100 0 O
BOTHE" < . - Vit e e L TBR VR G
Agrictltuore . . «~ 7. . . . . 50 0 ©

Of these, the professors of church history and natural
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history, astronomy, law of nature and nations, and rhe. Edioburgh.
toric, are in the gift of the crown. The professor of a- Zahe B
griculture was nominated by Sir William Pultney, found-

er of the institution. The remaining chairs are in the

gift of the town-council of Edinburgh. Besides these

classes here enumerated, the medical professors alternately

give clinical lectures upon the cases of the patients in the

royal infirmary of Edinburgh; an institution to be after-

avards noticed.

All the professors, excepting the professor of divinity,
teceive fees from their students. The professors of the
Greek and Latin languages have each two classes of more
or less advanced students, and attend each class during two
hours each day. Each of the professors of the different
branches of science delivers to his students a daily lecture,
which occupies rather less than an hour, but the professor
of anatomy’s lecture lasts about an hour and a half. The
session of college endures annunally from the beginning of
November till the month of April; and each professor
dismisses his students separately for the session when his
course of lectures is finished ; so that one class is some-
times dismissed a few weeks before another. The pro-
fessors have no necessary intercourse with their students,
and usually have no personal knowledge of them. There
are here no public examinations or disputations; because
Scotchmen disregard degrees, excepting the degree of
Doctor in Medicine : And to obtain it, nothing more is
necessary than to be able to undergo a fair trial, the es-
sential part of which is privately gone about, and the pro-
fessors make no inquiry about the personal history or
connections of the student. The whole students, during
their attendance at the university, reside with their rela-
tions if they are nativc_:s of the city ; and if they come
from a distance, they procure for themselves such lodg-
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<Edinburgh ings as their circumstances afford. The professors in

Remarks
on the
mode of
education.

‘the university of Edinburgh, having only a small salary’,

-6r none at all, are under the necessity of attracting students

by their literary industry alone, or by the reputation of
their talents. The students, on the other hand, have no
other inducement to attend any particular class than the im-
provement which they are sensible they derive from it.
Long attendance is not expected ; and even the medical
degree, which is most valued, can be attained in three
years:

This ﬁegf{gent mode of education, in which no sort of
authority or discipline is exerted by the professors over
their students, and in which every student is allowed to
livé as he finds convenient while attending the university, -
witliout incurring farther expence than the professors’ fees,
which for the highest class is only three guineas, is well
suited to the character and situation of the Scottish na-
tion. In this way great numbers of young persons of a
spirited and active character, by employing their time
with industry, are enabled to attain such a portion of lite«
rature as is sufficient for enabling them to assume a res
spectable character in the busy departments of life.
Their pursuits of fortune are not delayed by a tedious
academical course of study ; while, at the same time, if at -
any future period of life they attain to afflucnee and lei-
sure, they find their original stock of letters sufficient to
enable them to prosecute any branch of science with
success. At all events, during life, they remain impress-
ed with a sense of the value of intellectual accomplish-
ments. They endeavour to give the best education to
their children; and in the possession of riches, they are
not likely to assume those self-sufficient and purse-proud
manners which form the most disgusting effect of sudden

and unexpected opulence.
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. In the meanwhile, it is evident that this kind of Edinburgh.
Sy et

education is only suited to young men of limited prospects,

who know that their success in life depends upon their,

industry. Accordingly, now that riches and luxury have
begun to abound in Scotland, the sons of men of fortune,
unless bred to the profession of the law, are sinking fast,
with regard to literature, below the character of their
forefathers, among whom learning was very general. To
acquire a respectable share of it, and to bestow upon it
due encouragement; were formerly considered as essential
duties of every man of rank.

Upon the whole, students at the University of' Edin- societies or

burgh may be said in a great degree to educate themselves
and each other. The celebrity of the medical professors,
and of the men of letters whom Edinburgh once produced
and still contains, has here excited among young persons a
powerful spirit of literary emulation or ambition, which
has not yet diminished. The students form them-
selves into clubs or societies for mutual improvement
in medicine, natural history, and general literature.
Some of these societies have existed for a considerable
time, have obtained royal charters, and number among
their members many of the most distinguished lite-
rary characters. The members write essays, which are’
publicly read, and the sentiments they contain discus-
sed at their weekly meetings. In some societies, in
which elocution is accounted of importance, particular
questions are discussed in those branclies of science
for the investigation of which the society has been institu-
ted ; and very eager, and sometimes eloquent, debates oc-
cur. As the science of medicine is that on account of
which this University is most celebrated, the societies of
students in this department are most numerous.

Some of the most eminent professors are said to have

Vor. 1. ~° D

clubs of
students.
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Edinburgh.disapproved of these societies, as having a tendency to
Socictics of withdraw the students from laborious and patient study,
_ students, if

proper? 1O generate a presumptuous disrespect for their teachers,

: and to render them -superficial reasoners,. attached to the

particular systems of Brown, Cullen, or whatever else is

in vogue, rather than able physicians and modest inqui-

rers after truth. There is perhaps some truth in this cen-

sure. At the same time, from the distinguished character

which men bred at the University of Edinburgh maintain,

in all quarters of the globe, it seems probable that the en-

ergy of spirit, and the freedom of investigation, to which

this mode of education gives rise, greatly overbalance the

inconveniences. attending it. In this world, good and

evil, like light and darkness, are apt to tread extremely

close upon the footsteps of each other ; and we must re-

main satisfied with what is good, or at least with what is
tolerable, without always requiring what is best. ~

History of  This University, which is now attended by from 1200
:;:;’U"iv"'to 1400 students, and consists of the classes already enu-
merated, arose slowly to its present importance. At first,
in 1593, only one professor was appointed, Mr Robert
Rollock ; but afterwards it was made to consist of a prin-
cipal, a professor of divinity, four teachers of philosophy,
and a professor of Latin, called Huwmanity. Originally
each professor continued to teach the same students till
they left the University ; but the improved plan was soon
adopted of confining each professor ‘to one particular
branch. By degrees the various other professorships were
instituted which have been already enumerated. The
medical school was instituted in the course of the late cen-
tury. Dr Monro Senior, having given lectures privately
with great success upon anatomy, was invited by the Ma-
glstratcs of the City to assume the character of a profes-
sor in the University. Other professorshipsin this branch
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of science were instituted in a similar manner, in conse- Edinburgh.
quence of the previous success of the first professors in

the character of private lecturers. It may be remarked

also, that in another department, the chair of rhetoric and

belles lettres was not instituted till the laté celebrated Dr

Hugh Blair had first been able to secure the attendance, in

his own house, of a considerable number of students upon

his course of lectures.

The LiBrARY of the COLLEGE was founded before the College
University by Mr Clement Little, advocate, one of the Tarog
commissaries of Edinburgh. It has been considerably
increased by donations, and every student pays 2s. 6d.
at least, for which he receives a ticket;, entitling him to
borrow books for a year on depositing their value. By
the statute establishing literary property, every author, to
secure the monopoly of his book, must give a copy to this
library. From the nature of the funds by which it is
supported, the library is thus rendered more numerous
than select; but it is, nevertheless, kept in good order,
and contains many valuable books, and some curicsities,
such as the Original Contract of Mary Queen of Scots
with the Dauphin of France; a Bohemian Protest against
the Council of Constance for burning John Huss in the
year 1417; with 105 seals of Bohemian and Moravian®
nobles annexed to it; some oriental manuscripts, &c.

As the original buildings of the College, or University, New Col-
were extremely mean, a resolution was adopted to ende- lege.
vour to build a NEw CoLLEGE by subscription. The foun-
dation of it was accordingly laid on the 16th of Novem-
ber 1789, and no less than L.32,000 was very speediy
contributed. But it soon appeared that 'a radical error
had been committed in the original project. A plan was
adopted, which had been formed by the celebrated archi-
tect, Mr Adams, to execute which would require at least

D2
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Edinburgh. .. 150,000 ; 2 sumnot to be collected gratuitously in such
L asEe

Botanic
garden,

a country as Scotland, more especially as it appeared in
the progress of the work that great sums were expended
upon a sunk story, and that buildings were meant to be
erected of an extent altogether superfluous in an univer-
sity, constituted like that of Edinburgh, to which nothing
more is necessary than a moderate structure, containing an
anatomical theatre, an apartment for each class of students,
and suitable accommodation for the library; all of which,
in a place where the materials for building are so abundant,
might easily have been accomplished, even in a superb style,
at the expence of less than L.40,000. The result of adop-
ting the extravagant plan chosen by the magistrates of Ediu-
burgh was, that the work soon came to a stand, and speedily
assumed the aspect of a cumbrous and mighty ruin, occu-

Ppying a most conspicuous situation in the city, one of the

sides of the southern extremity of the South Bridge. At

length, by the aid of royal munificence, the front has been

nearly completed; and thus it is rendered a very magni-
ficent ornament to the. street in which it is placed, though,
like other great buildings in a city, it has the misfortune

-of being seen to muchdisadvantage, in consequence of being

too closely pressed upon by the dwellings of the inhabitants.
After anexpenditure of upwards of L.50,000, it is believed
that not one third of the plan of the building is executed.
As an institution connected with the Unxversuy, the
Boranic GARDEN may be mentioned, which is main-
tained by an allowance from government. It consists of
five English acres, and is situated between Edinburgh and
Leith, on a very suitable soil, consisting of a light sandy
loam. In the centre of the garden a spring of water is
formed into a bason, which serves as a residence for the
aquatic plants. The garden contains a green-house and
_hot-houseé for exotics. A very great variety of species
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of plants is to be found in this garden, carefully arranged, Edinburgh,
named, and numbered according to the Linnazan system,
. and a course of lectures is given in it every summer.

The physicians of Edinburgh, who are an incorporated physicians
society, have a hall for their. meetings. It is in George ™!
Street, opposite to St Andrew’s church. These two
buildings, from the injudicious manner in which they
have been placed, form the principal deformity of that
regular and elegant street. On the one side the church
encroaches, while over against it the Physicians Hall is
injudiciously withdrawn from the street. In itself, how-
ever, this last is a handsome low building, 83 feet in
length by 63'in breadth. It has a portico in front, which
advances nine feet from the body of the building, and is
supported by four Corinthian pillars of twenty-four feet
in height. The plan was formed under the direction of
the late celebrated Dr Cullen, then president of the col-
lege, and is considered as a very chaste ifnitation of the
Greek architecture. .

On the summit of the Calton-hill an OBSERVATORY is Observa-
situated, to which the public have access at a moderate "
expence. It was built by Mr Short, the brother and exe-
cutor of Mr James Short, a celebrated optician in London.

Mr Short brought to Edinburgh his brother’s apparatus,
and particularly a large reflecting telescope. He received
some assistance from the contributions of individuals, but
the work has been left unfinished. Scotchmen hitherto
have in general been unable to devote much of their time
to those branches of speculative science which do not
directly lead to emolument; and accordingly this establish-
ment remains neglected, because the public feel themselves
little interested in its object.

It is to be observed that students attending the Univer-
si/ty of Edinburgh have an opportunity of obtaining assist-
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Edinburg'« ance in the prosecution of their education, not merely

Private

Lecturers
and Tua-

chers,

-

“from the regular professors, but. also from a considerable

number ‘of men of distinguished talents, who act as private
lecturers in the more favourite branches of study. Ana-
tomy and chemistry in particular are thus taught with a
degree of success which greatly tends to stimulate the ex-
ertions of the regular professors. These last, however,
possess always a great advantage in the competition for
the attendance of students, on account of the necessity of.
attending their prelections for the purpose of attalmng
the academical degree of doctor in medicine.

From the cheapness of education in Scotland at large,

" and from the facility of obtaining it in Edinburgh in par-

ticular, in consequence of its being the seat of the Univer-
sity, men of learning, possessing very moderate means of
subsistence, abound here; and accordingly students in easy
circumstances find no difficulty in obtaining, at a moderate
price, well-informed men who attend them in their apart-
ments, and assist them in their studies, and particularly
in preparing them to undergo the examination in the
Latin tongue, which i3 necessary to enable them to en-
counter the usual examinations previous to obtaining the
medical &cgree.' In the mathematics, and every other
branch of science and of literature, the ‘means of mstruc-
tion are found with, similar facility.

It is thus by the combination of a variety of circum-
stances that Edinburgh isrendered a distinguished place of
resort for the education of’ youth ‘by the example of great
literary success; by the united efforts of privileged and
unprivileged lecturers and of private teachers; and, last
of all, by the city at large containing an assemblage of
well-informed persons of all ranks, who respect those lite-
rary pursuits to which, at some period of life, most of

P * - ‘ ’
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them have devoted their attention and their time in a less Edinburgh.

or greater degree. : -—V——J
Adjoining to the University, in the southern district of Royal fnfic-

the city, is the Rovar INFirmaRY. This is an institation ™)

of a mixed nature, being partly charitable and partly sub-

servient to the purposes of medical education. It is pro-

bably in this last point of view that it is chiefly of impor-

tance. Its beneficial effects as an hospital, which are

very great, extend mierely to the individuals to whom it

imparts relief; but by the-instruction which it affords the

means of annually conveying to a succession of students,

who proceed from Edinburgh to exercise the medical pro-

fession in all quarters of the globe, this hospital is rendered

an object of importance, not merely to Edinburgh or to

Scotland, but to mankind. It was first opened for the re- Its history.

ception of the sick poor on the 6th of August 1729, upon

a capital of only L.2000. Its good effects having been

speedily felt, the contributors were, on the 27th of August

1736, erected into 2 body corporate, and its funds were

gradually augmented by public contributions, by the dona-

tions of individuals, and by the sum of L.8000 which in

1755 the Lords of the Treasury granted to it for the ex-

pence attending the reception of sick soldiers. It parti-

cularly deserves notice, as demounstrating the interest

which men of rank and influence in Scotland were formerly

accustomed to take in those public institations which have

a tendency to promote public education, that, during the

infancy of this institation, the Earl of Hopeton annually

bestowed upon it the sum of L.400; and he continued

this bounty no less than 25 ycars. But the institution

owed most to George Drummond, Esq. who was seven

times Lord Provost of Edinburgh. When the house was

building, he is said to have frequently gone to the Cross

of Edinburgh on a Saturday, and to have collected contri~

A
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butions from the principal citizens and gentlemen assem-
bled there, wherewith to pay the wages of the workmen

- employed during the preceding week, and thus to prevent

the building from standing still. The managers of the
Infirmary have testified their sense of the value of the
efforts which this magistrate made in a vgri,ety of forms
in favour of the institution, by erecting in their hall a bust
of him, with this. inscription:  George Dwrummond, to
“ whom this country is indebted for all the benefits which,
“ it derives fram the Royal Infirmary.”

The house eonsists of a2 body and two wings, all of

them three full stories in height, with an attick story and
garrets. The body of the house is 210 feet long; the
breadth at the middle is 36 feet, and at the ends 24 feet;
the wings are 70 in length by 24 in breadth. The whole is
l;lid out in a judicious and commodious manner. The aceess
to the different floors is by a large stair-case in the centre of

\ the builing, so spacious as to admit of sedan chairs being car-

ried upward by means of it,and a smaller stair-case at each
end. The apartments of the male and female patients are en- ,
tirely distinct. In them 228 sick people can be accommo-
da’ted, each ina distinet bed. Besides these, and the apart-
ments for the necessary officers and servants in the house;
there 'are the manager’s room, a consulting room for the
physicians or surgeons, a waiting-room for the students,
and a theatre, where upwards of 200 students may see
chirurgical operations. The medical and chirurgical pa-
tients are kept indistinct wards. There are wards for female
patients undergoing salivation, and eells for mad’ people.
There are also ‘cold and hot baths for the use of the

- patients, and other baths for the citizens at large; and to

these last the patients in the hospital are never admitted.
In the disposition of this whole bmldmg nothing has been
more anxiously stuchcd than venulatlon
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The Royal Infirmary is attended by two physicians, Edinburgh.
who visit their patients daily in presence of the students. Medical at-
The chirurgical wards are attended by members of the i pdprce:
corporation of Surgeons of Edinburgh, called the Royal
College of Surgeons. Attendance upon the hospital is
considered as a privilege, for which that body stipulated
at the first institution of the Infirmary, on account of the
experience which it affords an opportunity of acquiring in
the performance of difficult operations. = This privilege
has of late years given rise to violent disputes, and even
to very eager litigation. The members of the College of
Surgeons formerly attended in rotation; each member ta-
king a month of duty, which was afterwards altered to
three months; the whole body, or as many as thought fit,
attending at consultations. This arrangement was at
length disapproved of by the managers; who, after consi-
derable opposition, succeceded, with the assistance of the
courts of law, in establishing a more absolute patrorage in
themselves, and a more permanent attendance by such sur-
geons as they may think fit to select for this duty. The
managers appear to have been chiefly moved by the con-
sideration that some time and experience are necessary to
enable the most skilful surgeon to acquire that coolness
and self-command which are requisite in performing ope-
1ations in a.public hall in presence of a great multitude of
persons.

Two wards are set apart in the hospital for clinical Clinical
lectures, or discourses upon the cases of patients. ;o e
professor, who gives these lectures for the time, is allow-
¢d to select from the rest of the house, and to lodge in
the clinical wards, those patients whose cases he considers
as sufliciently curious and Instructive to afford matter for
useful lectures to the students. Journals of all the cases,

Poth in the clinical and cther wards, are kept, stating the
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Edinburgh. symptoms of the patients, the remedies employed, and the

High

School.

progress and termination of the disease; and every indus-
trious student keeps a journal for himself. About 2000
patients are annually admitted, of whom little more than
one in twenty-five die.

Near the Infirmary the Latin School, or what is cal-
led the HicH Scuoor of Edinburgh, is situated. The
first attempt towards its establishment was in 1519, when,
for its encouragement, the Magistrates prohibited the
books taught in the High School to be made use of in
private schools. Before the end of that century, it was
established in its present form, and consists of 2 rector and
four masters. Annually in the month of October boys are
xeceived into the first class, and remain with the master to
whom they first enter during four years; after which they
are removed into the rector’s class, where they remain one
or two years. In this way there are five classes of diffe-
rent years standing, and each master is occupied only with
his own class. Once a week the rector visits one of the
classes in rotation ; the master of whlch at the same time,
visits and examines the rector’s class. 'The masters have
trifling salaries; the stated fees are 5s. quarterly, though
10s. 6d. is the sum now generally given'; and the rector re-
ceives quarterly 1s. from ail the boys in the four junior
classes in addition to the fees of his own class. The school-
house consists of five apartments, besides a trreat hall
where the boys meet for prayers, and a room in which
a library is kept. It is a plain stone building, in the
middle of a considerable inclosed area. There is an an-
nual examination of the school in the month of August,
at which the Magistrates of the City, the Professors of the
University, the clergy, and such men of letters, and rela-
tions of the boys, or others as think fit, are allowed to at-
tend. ~ The pareats and tuters of the boys are at all times
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admitted, when they please, to observe their progress. Edinburgh.
Nwly 500 boys usually attend this school.

The Latin language is taught in the High School ofCh:;uw'
Edinburgh with great ‘success, 2nd usnal]y with a degree,chod,
of accuracy which is z2lmost unexampled elsewhere.
Young men educated in the great schools 2nd universities
of England, frequeatly acquire a command of this ancient
language, and 2n acquaintance with prosody, which has
an imposing effect, and gives them the appearance of supe-
rior scholars; but they rarely or never attain to that preci;
sion In the first principles of the language, and that accn-
racy in the art of translating it, which 1s acquired in this
school. Hence if they lose for a ime their literary habits,
the language is apt to be lost to them for ever; whereas per-
sonseducated 2t this seminary, afterthey appeartothemselves
and others to have entirely forgotten the Latin language,
are usually zble to recover it in a few months, to the effect
of enabling them to study, through that medium, the
treatises necessary to be perused in the pursuit of the
lézrned professions.

Besides this school, a considerable number of private
teachers in Edinburgh give instructions in Latin, English,
writing,arithmetic, and all other departments of education;
and in the Canongate there 1s a regular parish school for
ieaching Latin, which has often been under the super-
intendence of very emirent masters. %

" In the year 1772, the Board of Trustees for the encou- Acagemy
ragement of Manufactures, &c. in Scotland, appom.cdk’r Draw-
Mr Alexander Runciman, painter, to teach 20 boys or
girls drawing, allowing him a yearly salary of L.120.
He wzs sncceeded i this office by Mr Allan, to whom
followed Mr Graham. This institution being appropri-
ated for the use of manufactures, is not properly a Scheol
9f Painting. In this last art, however, very emineat
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teachers are to be found in Edinburgh, but no public
establishment exists for its encouragement.

Near the University there is also a Ripine Scuoor,
called the ROYAL ACADEMY FOR TEACHING EXERCISES.
The teacher of this Academy receives a salary of L. 200
a-year from the crown, and is accommodated with a Ri-
ding School of 120 feet in length by 40 in breadth, and
stables to a considerable extent.

In Edinburgh there is established, in imitation of that
in London, a Rovar SacreTy, which has published some
volumes of transactions. It contains a number of mem-

. bers of great respectability : but in Edinburgh men of

Advocates
Library.

letters are apt to be extremely jealous and unsociable with
regard to eachother. This illiberality of temper prevents
the Royal Society from being of much value. Great
numbers of the most accomplished and active men of let-
ters are unconnected with it, while it contains others who
have been introduced to it inerely by their rank in the
world, or the circumstance of having attained to distin-
guished literary situations by the patronage of men in
power, who of late years have, in this country, displayed
little of that anxicty to discriminate and bring into notice
men of literary talents, which once formed the most ho-
nourable characteristic of the nobles and statesmen of
Scotland. :

As a literary establishment, the ApvocATEs LiBRARY.
is highly worthy of notice. Sir George Mackenzie had
the merit of projecting this institution, which was founded
in 1682. In 1695 the collection was considerably en-
creased by a donation from William Duke of Queensberry;
and it was long usual for men of rank to make presents
to it of rare and curiofis books and other objects. As
every advocate at his admission pays a sum of money to

he faculty, which at varicus periods has been augmented,
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and néw amounts to L 150, a part of this money is appro- Ldinburgh.
priated to the preservation and increase of the library.

The statute of Queen Anne also, which establishes the

literary property of authors in their books, requires that 2

copy of each book shall be given gratuitously to this libra-

ry. The collection of books is, upon the whole, select,

and amouats to nearly 60,000 volumes in all sciences and

in several langnages. Very eminent men have been

keepers of this library, particularly Thomas Ruddiman,

Walter Goodall, and David Hume.

Besides'printed books, the Faculty are in possession of
a2 valuable collection of manuscripts, consisting of the re-
gisters of many of the Scottish monasteries, of illuminated
missals, and of many volumes of original papers relating
to the affairs of Scotland, as well as copies of others which
have been preserved by Sir Robert Cotton, or are extant
in the public offices in England. The Faculty are also
possessed of a collection of prints.

Among other curiosities, the Faculty possess an entire
mummy preserved in the original chest. This was pur-
chased by the late Earl of Morton, Lord Register of Scot-
land, at the expence of L.300, and was presented by him
o the Faculty. d

In 1705 the Faculty purchased and still possess a large
collection of coins and medals. They are chiefly Greek,
Roman, Saxon, Scottish, and English ; but no use is made
~ of them. The books in this library are lent out to the
members of the Faculty upon their receipts; and each
member may obtain as many books as he thinks fit, sub-
Ject to the obligation of restoring them 2t the end of 2
year.

In Edinburgh five different Newspapers are printed.
Of these, two are published twice every week, two others
three times, and one weekly. Besides these a Royal
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Edinburgh. Gazette is published twice each week. It contains the
bv—

articles of intelligence published in the London Gazette,

together with advertisements relative to bankrupts, whose

affairs arc under judicial sequestration for the benefit of

their creditors.—Circulating Libraries, chiefly filled with

novels and romances; abound in Edinburgh: And a con-

siderable trade is carried on by booksellers and printers.

The Encyclopadia Britannica, one of the greatest works

and most lucrative literary specnlations of the present age,
is carried on here. It was undertdken by. a printer and

an engraver; Messrs M-‘Farquhgn' and Bell; who employ-

ed to write the articles which 1t contained, such men of

letters as they found willing to undertake the task. The

third edition of this monstrous book is in 18 vols. 4to; -
12,500 copies were sold. A fourth edition, greatly alter=

ed and enlarged, is now in the press.

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.

OF the Charitable Establishments of Edinburgh, Hr-
R107’s HospiTAL is the most distingnished. This mag-
nificent fabric is the finest and most regular specimen of
Gothic architecture left by Inigo Jones, whom James the
Sixth brought over from Denmark. It is situated in the
southern district, on the summit of the ridge opposite to
the Castle-hill. The building consists of a square, whose

side measures 162 feet on the outside, lcaving an open court

94 feet each way in the middle. - The north and east sides
of this court are decorated with piazzas, and a walk 6ith
feet in bréadth. This court is paved with square stones,
and hds a well in the middle. On the north side of the
square, and second story, is an efligy of the founder,
George Heriot, cut in stone and painted, which the boys,
on the first Monday of juue, ornament with flewers, and
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keep the day as a festival in honour of their benefactor. Edinburgh. -
Over the gateway is a spire and clock ; and the upper '
corners of the building on the outside are ornamented with
turrets. The windows in number are 200, which are or-
namented in such a way that no one is to be found' similar
to another—a circumstance which to pérsons of taste con-
stitutes the chief deformity of the building ; but which the
celebrated architect is said to have been under the neces-
sity of introducing to gratify the whimsical fancy of one
of the executors of the founder, Walter Balcanqual, Doc-
tor of Divinity. The chapel, which is on the south 31dc
of the building, is extremely beautiful.

This hospxtal was founded by George Heriot, a g01d~
smith in Edinburgh. He received from his father, and
by his first marriage, L. 214 : 11 : 8 Sterling. In the year
1597 he was appointed goldsmith to Ann of Denmark,
the Queen of James Sixth; and thereafter he became
jeweller to the King. He afterwards followed King James
to London at his accession to the throne of England in
1608. Heriot appearé to have married 2 second wife,
with whom he got a dowry of about L.333. He died in
London on the 12th of February 1604, without lawful
children. In the infancy of commerce, the profits attend-
ing it are very great, and Heriot is supposed to have died
possessed of about L. 50,000 ; an immense sum at that
period. He left legacies to two natural daughters, aad to
friends and relations, to a gréat amount ; the residue ‘of
his estate, which amounted to L.23,625: 10: 35, he be-
stowed upon the Town Council and Ministers of Edin-
burgh, for building and endowing' an hospital for the
maintenance and education of indigent children, the sons
of burgesses of that city. As money bore a considerable
interest at that period, L.30,000 Sterling was expended
upon building the house, which was finished in the year
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Edinburgh. ) 650. The number of boys maintained in if has been
B R 1 {4

Watéon’s
Hospital.

various at different periods, according to the state of the
funds of the hospital, and the good management of them:
At one period they amounted to 140, and they are still
above 100. The boys are instructed in reading and wri-"
ting English, and in arithmetic and the Latin tongue. On
leaving the hospital, and becoming bound as apprentices,
each boy is allowed L.25 as an apprentice-fee, and re-
ceives a farther donation of L. 5 at the end of his appren-
ticeship. A kitchen has recently been fitted up in this
hospital under the superintendence of Sir Benjamin Thomp-
son, Count Rumford, with 2 stove for drying linen, and
cauldrons for supplying boiling water with the least pos-
sible waste of fuel. 5
Wartson’s HospiTar, which is instituted fot the edu-

cation of boys, the children or grandchildren of decayed
merchants in Edinburgh, is situated in the neighbourhood
of Heriot’s Hospital. It is a handsome bnilding, and
contains about 60 boys, who receive a very excelient
education, generally much supérior to what is obtained
by the children of gentlemen at a considerable cost in
boarding schools. They are taught, by the best masters,
English, Latin, Greek, and French, so as to be prepa-
réd for the university. They are also taught writing,
arithmetic, and book-keeping, 5o as to be qualified for the
counfing-house ; together with geography, with the use
of the globes and maps. Such of them as discover an
unusual capacity for literature are allowed L.10 per an-
num for five years aftér they leave the hospital, to assist
them in prosecuting their studies at the university. Others,
at-fifteen or sicteen years of age, are bound apprentices
to differént employments; and L.20 is allowed of ap-
prentice-fee. On producing certificates of their good be-
baviour, when twenty-five years of age, they receive a
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bouaty of L.50. Many of them become opulent citizens, Edinbirgh.
and fill respectable stations in every department of society.

The founder, George Watson, was the son of a2 merchant

in Edinburgh, who left his affairs in embarrassment. Af-

ter acting in various situations, young Waison was ap«

pointed accountant to the Bank of Scotland, and after-

wards treasurer to the Merchants Maiden Hospital, and to .
the Society for propagating Christian Knowledge. He

died in 1723, bequeathing his property, L. 12,000, to the
Merchant Company of Edicburgh to build this hospital.

The funds having been better managed, are scarcely infe«

rior to those of Heriot’s Hospital, being worth little less

than L. 2000 per annum.

The CrariTY WorkHOUSE of Edinburghisa municipalg arity

"or!

institution, intended for the support of the aged and in-hsuses.

firm poor. It stands in the neighbourhood of the two

former hospitals, and consists of a very plain building,

which was erected 1n 1743. The expence was defrayed

by voluntary subscription; and the ordinary mode of .

supporting the establishment is by a tax of 2 per cent. on

the valued rents of the city, by colleetions at the church=

doors, and other charitable donations, by the lab(‘)ur of the

persons tesiding in it, and by voluatary contributions of

the citizens, made in consequence of public intimation of

a deficiency of the funds. In the Canongate, and in the

parish of St Cuthbert’s, there are similar establishments,

which are supported in the same manner. Upon theRemarks

whole, however, this mode of supporting the poor by re-:;i]::!:icrn?

moving them from society, and collecting them in crowds

into a public workhouse, is rare in Scotland; and no man

of discernment or humanity would wish to see it generally

adopted. « It seems indeed the very worst form in which

a provision can be made for the poor. It is costly to the

public, while it is pernicious to the dbbjects of the charity.
Vor. I. E
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Edinburgh. The original establishment occasions a great waste of capi-
tal, and the management, being of public money, never
fails to'be attended with a certain degree of waste, which,
added to the expence of house-keepers and other officers
or servants, never fails to render the support of individuals
in that situation extremely burdensome to the community.
Indeed, a man supported in a workhouse usually receives
more from the public, or at least costs more, than he re-
ceived when in good health, and labouring industriously
for his bread, aad supporting a family by his wages. In
the meanwhile, as he has no inducement to industry, or to
exert his remaining strength, the value of his labour is
trifling, and what he could have done is so much lost to so-
ciety. It might afford some justification or compensation for
the expence, did it contribute to the comfort and happiness
of the poor; but thisis never the case. By these establish-
ments, they find themselves removed from their families,
and from all the connections and sympathies of social life,
and shut up amidst a crowd of strangers, who have no in-
terest in their welfare. Here, without hopes or prospects
either for themselves or their kindred, they speedily lose all
the affections that rendered life valuable, and with them all
sense of character or duty. Thus they become at once
worthless and unhappy. The proper and reasonable
mode of giving assistance to the poor is by moderate pen-
sions, paid not weekly, which produces improvidence on
their part, but monthly, or rather quarterly, always under
the condition that they shall not solicit charity. The in-
ducement to such exertions of indusiry as their health or
age permits is thus left entire. They remain objects of
compassion to their kindred, and none of the ties which
bind them to socicty are dissolved ; their sense of charac-
ter remains the same; because they are still in the midst of
their former friends and neighbours, and the least possible
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mjury is done to their pride, or their wish to retain the Edinburgh.
appearance of independence. Public workhouses have
sometimes, it is said, been instituted from a principle of -
frugality, upon the supposition that few persons would
cast themselves for assistance upon public charity at the
price of removing into such situations : but this policy is
as short-sighted as it is cruel and unjust. When a few
individuals of decent character have been compelled to
submit to this resource; it loses its terrors : the poor
lose entirely their spirit of independence ;-and they learn
to regard extravagance and idleness as no evils; as they
can always retire into a workhouse at last.

In the sime quarter of the city with the above hospi- Meichstse
tals is the MERCHANTS MAIDEN HosriTaL; erected to- H;‘;ﬁ;';l
wards the end of the seventeenth century by voluntary
contribution ; to which thé Company of Merchants gave
peculiar assistance; and Mrs Mary Erskine contributed
12,000 merks. Its annual revenues are now consider-
able, amounting to upwards of L. 1400 Stellmg Seventy
gitls are maintained in it, who receive the profits of their
own work, and a trifling sum on their leaving the house:
The building is of a very ordinary character.—Near to
this is situated the TrRapEs MaIDEN HospITAL, institu-
ted soon after the former, destined for the education and
support of the daughters of decayed tradesmen. Mrs
Mary Erskine contributed also liberally to this hospital,
Fifty girls are maintained and educated in it.

From the North Bridge is seen; closely adjoining onogfggfgl.
the north-east of it; the OrRPHAN HosriTarL. It is render-
ed conspicuous by a spire, clock, and other embellish-
ments. It was planned by Andrew Gardner, merchant
in Edinburgh, in 1732. It received countenance from
the Society for propogating Christian Knowledge, and
was assisted by a liberal subscription. Orphan children

195 4
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Edinburgh.are received into it, not under seven years of age, from any
e

Trinity
Hospital.

Dispensary.

quarter of the kingdom, and are not continued after four-
teen. Its revenues are inconsiderable, being supported
chiefly by small benefactions from charitable persons, and
by a part of the sums collected at the church doors. It
owed much to the care and activity of the late Thomas Tod,
merchant in Edinburgh, who was long its treasurer.

In the neighbourhood of the Trinity College Church
is the TriniTY CoLLEGE HospiTaL, endowed by the
same foundress, Mary of Gueldres. After some disas-
ters at the reformation, it survived the fate which most
other religious and charitable establishments underwent
at that period. It was destined for the support of decay-"
ed burgesses of Edinburgh, and their wives and unmar-
ried children, not below fifty years of age. Forty per-
sons are maintained in it, besides a considerable number
of out-pensioners. The persons residing in"the hospital
are very liberally supported” They are allowed decent
cloaths, separate apartments, and a small library.

The Pusric DisrENsary of Edinburgh is a valuable
institution, which was founded in 1776 by Dr Andrew
Duncan, physician. It is chiefly supported by contribu-
tions from humane persons. Its object is to afford me-
dical aid to the poor, whose cases do not require admis-
sion into the Royal Infirmary, or whom that institution
fnight not be sufficient to receive. Patients, who are ac-
counted proper objects for this charity, receive advice at the
Dispensary from the physicians of that charity, who give
regular attendance for that purpose, at.a certain hour,
four days in the week. A full account of the disease of
the patient, taken down in writing by the medical assist-
ant at the Dispensary, is inserted in a register kept for
that purpose ; and to the history of the case there are af-
terwards subjoined regular reports of the progress of the
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disease during the course of the patient’s attendance atEdinburgh.
the Dispensary, and of the effects resulting from the me-

dicines which are employed. The physicians attend gra-
tuitously ; and the principal expence of the institution Te-

sults from the cost of medicines. ‘

To the south-west of the Castle, near a suburb calledgﬂls;’ift’ﬁj’

the Wright’s Houses, on the site of a very ancient build-
ing, which was demolished to make way for it, GILLES-
PIE’s HospiTaL has lately been erected. “Its appella-
tion is derived from the founder, an eminent manufactu-
rer of snuff in Edinburgh. It is intended for the support
of aged persons ; and those bearing the name of the found-
er are preferred. It is a neat stone building, executed in
a style of moderate expence, with 2 small tower in the
centre and a parapet, and Gothic turrets at suitable dis-
tances around the roof.

Besides these there are to be found in Edinburgh seve-fzgsﬁzﬂ
ral charitable establishments, which, though not furnish-Blind.
ed with costly buildings, arc not of a less berevolent or
valuable nature. - Of these, one of the most distinguished
is the Hospital or Workhouse, or AsyLum as it is called,

For THE INpusTRIOUS BLIND ; which is supported by !
the contributions of charitable persons, arid by the price

of the articles manufactured in it. Here the blind are
taught such trades as may enable them to earn a subsist-

ence, or at least aid them in contributing to their own
support. They manufacture baskets, matts, &c.; and

some of them have been taught to act as weavers, for
which purpose they use the fly-shuttle.

The MAGDALENE AsYLUM also deserves notice ; inMagdalene
which a most laudable attempt has of late years been A7
made, by a benevolent society, to reclaim, from vice and -
‘misery, women who have degraded themselves by public
prostitution, but who think fit to retire thither with the
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Edinburgh. yview of abandoning their mode of life, and of supporting

Lying-in
Hospital.

themselves by industry.. This institution is managed
with a degree of care and delicacy which does the high-
est credit to its patrons. The objects of this charity are
kept concealed : they reap the fruits of their own labour ;
and every effort is made to procure employment for them.
In particular, needle-work of all sorts is executed in it in
the neatest manner ; and linen is washed, at moderate
prices, for such persons in the city as think fit to transmit
these articles to the society.

Besides all these charities, there is an Hospital in the
city for Lying-in Women, under the care of the profes-
sor of midwifery ; which is an institution analagous to
that of the Royal Infirmary.—There is a Society for the
Relief of the Destitute Sick, which has received consi-
derable public countenance, though it has no appropriate
building or local establishment.—An institution of a pe-
culiar nature, not unconnected with the present subject,

Repository. called the REPOSITORY, ought not to pass unnoticed. It

Theatre
Royal.

is a_shop or ware-room on South Bridge Street, to which
ladies in straitened circumstances have an opportunity of
sending for sale curious, beautiful, or useful articles of

_ needle-work, with the price affixed. When a purchaser

has been' found for the goods, the proceeds are transmit~
ted in such a manner gs to prevent its being known to the
public by whom the articles were prepared. This insti-
tution has been promoted by the Duchess of Buccleugh

-and many other persons of rank.

PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS.

Among the Public Amusements of Edinburgh, the
TueaTrRE Royar naturally takes the lead. It stands on
the east side of the northern extremity of the North
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Bridge. It has a mean external appearance. It was Edinburgh.
opened in 1779 at the rate of 3s. for the boxes and pit, b o
2s. for the gallery, and 1s. for the upper gallery. Itis
capable of containing about L.140. The amusement of
the theatre was with great difficulty introduced into Scot-
land. The presbyterian clergy at all times opposed it
with much eagerness ; and the magistrates of Edinburgh,
in 1727, joined them in endeavouring to expel a company
of players from the city ; but they were protected by the
courts of law. The opposition still continued, however, and
the theatre encountered great difficulties : but the tendency
of the age gradually prevailed ; and in the acts of Parlia-
ment for the extension of the royalty, a clause was in-
serted, enabling his Majesty to licence_a theatre at Edin-
burgh. We do not account it necessary to give a history
of this establishment. It is sufficient to remark, that under
various managers of much reputation in this department,
among whom were Foote, Diggs, and Stephen Kemble,
Edinburgh has been wvisited by every theatrical performer
of distinction from Garrick downwards. But it is worthy
of remark, that, upon the whole, the Scotch have no great
fondness for the entertainment of the theatre. The no-
wvelty of the appearance of any very distinguished per-
former excites their attention for a short time, and pro-
duces crowded houses ; but in general the theatre is litile
attended by genteel people in the middle ranks of society.
Tt is chiefly supported in Edinburgh by young men, tte
junior practitioners of the law, and students at the univer-
sity, and by the families of country gentlemen who re-
side in Edinburgh during the winter, who go thither oc-
casionally as to a place where they are to display them;
selves, and to see other persons of their own rank. Nei-
ther does this indifference to the theatre, among the Scot-
tish nation, any longer result from religious opinions or
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Edinburgh. prejudices.  Sober families find more pleasure in domes-

tic soclety, or.in the visits of their acquaintances; and
when money is to be expended, the social and more sub-
stantial pleasure of giving and receiving good dinners or
suppers is greatly preferred.

Musical So- A MuSICAL SoCIETY was first instituted at Edinburgh

ciety.

in the year 1728. It consisted of seventy members, who
united for the purpose of holding a weekly public concert.
The members of this society gradually increased to about
two hundred. A governor, deputy governor, treasurer,
and five directors, were annually chosen by the members
for regulating the affairs of the society. Their mectings
were held in the' hall of one of the city incorporations till
the year 1762, when they built a concert-room upon a
small scale, after the model of the great opera theatre at
Parma, of an aval form, with a concave dome, the orches-
tra being at the upper end. The room was capable of
containing 500 persons. Very eminent performers were
engaged, who received salaries from the society. Admis-
sion was obtained to the entertainments of the concert by
special tickets, which were not transferable, and served
for the night only for which they were granted. In the
admission, which was always gratis, except at the benefit
concerts given for the emolument of performers, a prefe-
rence, was constantly shewn -to strangers. The society
subsisted between sixty and seventy years, and was es-
teemed one of the most genteel entertainments, conducted
at the most moderate expence, of any in Britain. At
_length, however, its meetings were gradually deserted by
the public, and were at last under the necessity of being
dropt. This does not’ appear to have arisen from any
impropriety of management on the part of the directors of
this institution, but from a change which had gradually
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taken place in the state of general society in Edinburgh, Edinburgh.
to which this institution had ceased to be adapted. ;
When the Musical Society was first established, Edm-chE]rkson
burgh- was comparatively a small town. It consisted of cal So::lxs(.‘;y
little more than two principal streets, the inhabitants of
which were well known to each other. The genteel fa-
milies that inhabited it were few ; and most persons of
fashion or distinction that had any taste for the fine arts
were members of this society. In these circumstances,
it could be of little importance, whether the concert, con-
sidered as a public amusement, was supported by the sale
of tickets authorising admission, or by au annual subscrip-
tion of those gentlemen whose families ar relations were to
attend it ; the latter mode gave more respectability to the
institution, and even to the city. It prevented, what in
those times would have been accounted 2 great disorder,
the intrusion of persons of inferior rank ; while at the
same time, as strangers were sure to be gratuitously ad-
mitted, a public opportunity was thus afforded of display-
ing to foreigners the characteristic hosp:tality cf the Scot-
tish nation. 5
In this train affairs continued during a considerable
time ; and the Musical society produced mere considerable
effccts than perhaps ever resulted from any similar insti-
tution. A foreign music was not only in a considerable
degree substituted, or at lcast superinduced, to our native
and inimitable airs; but it was rendered to such a degree
a branch of fashionable education, that the daughters of
all gentlemen, and even of tradesmen, were regularly in-
structed in it. " By degrees, however, the state of society
in Scotland followed that of the mighty empire to which
we had been united. Commerce altered every thing.
It became not unfrequent for young men of low birth to
rise, by industry, to the possession of opulence, or to re-
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Edinburgh. turn, at the middle period of life, to their native country,

with fortunes accumulated in the distant provinces of the
British empire. Such persons in their early days could
have no opportunity of acquiring a taste for the refined
music practised”in the concert-room of Edinburgh ; they
could not purchase tickets for money; and they could
not obtain, or were too proud to solicit, them from
men of rank, in whose power alone they were lodged.
But when the pure blood of the ancient Scottish gentry
began to mingle itself with the tide which commercial
success, or the spoils of Asia, had exalted, it was disco-
vered that an accomplishment acquired by great expence
and labour was often under-valued, and might even, be
neglected with impunity, as contributing little towards
success in life, because it was no longer esteemed by the
favourites of fortune. In proportion as new men abound-
ed, who had little intercourse with those by whom the
concert was managed, that institution became neglected,
till at last nobody would undergo, on its account, the
trouble of dressing themselves as for a public entertain-
ment. )

Upon the whole, however, it is 4 singular circumstance,
that the Scottish nation, who have an ancient, interesting,
and beautiful music of their own, and who are at the same
time almost universally a literary people, should have so
little regard for theatrical and musical entertainments.
They have entirely banished instrumental music from
their churches; or, in the sarcastic langnage of Swift,
¢ Sister Peg faints at the sound of an organ :” they have
no pﬁblic establishments for the support of music: and
_the countenance they give to the theatre is abundantly
parsimonious. In ancient times the case was very diffe-
rent. Music, as connected with the animated recital upon
the stage of beautiful songs and poetical dialogues, that is
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to say, the acting of plays, was held by the polished Greeks Elf\l,m—rg'
in the most extravagant estimation. Their different states
were at immense expence in supporting magnificent theatres’
for playsand musical exhibitions, to which all the people
were invited : musicians were held in high esteem, and
obtained splendid rewards for their services. The Athe-
nian legislator Solon sung at times upon the stage. The ~
Spartans adhered with no less scrupulous exactness to the
music of their ancestors than they did to the laws of Ly-
curgus. They even punished an artist for attempting to
debauch the musical taste of their youth by adding a new
string to the lyre., The judicious historian Polybius
gravely speaks of a Grecian people, the Cynatheans, as a
vile and barbarous race of men, whom all Gregce detest-
ed, and whose destruction was justly beheld with satisfac-
tion ; because, forsooth, they had no taste for music,.and
no theatrical or musical entertainments. . Polybius as-
cribes their degeneracy and wickedness wholly to this cir-
cumstance. Aristotle speaks no less highly of the im-
portance of music; and Plato, in his plan of a republic,
allots no, less than three years of every young person’s
life to the study of music.

All this now seems very marvellous ; probably in con-
sequence of the great alteration which has been introdu-
ced into the moral world by two things: First, by the
weekly lessons of religion or morality which Christianity
has instituted ; and, secondly, by the diffusion of know-
ledge which has taken place in consequence of the art of
printing. . The people at large, in the times of Greece
and Rome, had no other opportunities of hearing maxims
or sublime sentiments of morality and interesting pieces
of history recited, than what was afforded by their theatres,
in which the performers appear to have sung the whole
of the beautiful poems which they rehearsed. In such a
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Edinburgh.state of things, for a nation to be destitute of public the-
"'_’V'_-'
atrical entertzinments, in which the best poems in their
language might be sung for the amusement and instruc-
tion of the people, was justly understood to impose upon
them the denomination of darbarians ; that 1s, of an 1lli-
terate race of men. As poetry is now separated from
music, and as written information can readily be obtain-
ed without going to listen to a public recital in a theatre,
every sort of musical, or even literary, exhibition has
greatly sunk from its original value. Intellectual im-
provement can be obtained by solitary study, with the aid
of books, which are cheaply purchased. To these, and
to their churches, the people of Scotland have recourse,
and neglect those theatrical exhibitions which may amuse
the fancy, but have little tendency to convey useful know-
ledge, or to produce an enlightened understanding.
Assembly * For dancing in Edinburgh, AssemBrLy Rooms have
Rooms. 3 een repeatedly built of increasing dimensions, in propor-
tion to the increase of the population of the city. The
first of which we have an account was in a lane, since
called the 0/d Assembly Close, on the south side of the
-High Street: another was thereafter fitted up in an ad-
joining lane, called Be/l’s Wynd, but was afterwards used
as a guard-room : the present principal Assembly Room
was finished in 1787 in George Street. Itis a clumsy
and awkward building, impressing a character of dullness
-and bad taste upon the part of that beautiful street in
which 1t is situated. Two assemblies are held weekly in
this assembly-house ‘during the winter ; the one called a
dancing, and the other a card assembly, though the former
is the principal amusement at both. The principal ball-
.room is 92 feet long, 42 wide, and 40 in height.  There
is a tea-room 52 feet long by 35 in breadth, which serves
for the dancing-room of the card-assemblies, There are
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likewise two card-rooms 33 feet by 18,and a grand sa- Edinburgh.
loon 24 feet square, as also other smaller rooms.

Besides this a very large room, formerly used as a cir-
cus, has been fitted up by an individual, at the eastern. part
of the New Town, to serve as a conceri-room, and occa-

-sionally as an assembly room.

A Circus, for exhibiting feats of horsemanship and
pantomimical entertainments, has of late years been usu-
ally maintained in Edinburgh.——A PaNorama has also
been established between Edinburgh and Leith for the
permanent exhibition of circular paintings, intended to re-

»present a full landscape in whatever direction the specta-
tor may turn, and thus to attempt in some measure to 1m-
pose upon the senses. This contrivance was invented by
Mr Barker in Edinburgh ; and the first panorama was a

_view of Edinburgh and its environs from the summit of
the Calton-hill.

A chartered society, styled the Rovar COMPANY OF Archers.
ARCHERS, still exercises an amusement in Edinburgh, the
use of the bow, which, before the invention of gun-pow-
der, was the principal implement of war.

There are several societies of archers in England, the
chief of which are the Woodmen of Arden and the Toxo-
philite ; but the Scottish Royal Company of Archers is
the most remarkable of the kind now existing. Itis to
England, .however, that we must chiefly look for the his-
tory and ancient description of this art; as the English
archers appear to have been superior to all others, and to
have exercised the bow with the greatest success: nor
have there been wanting experienced soldiers who have
preferred it to the musket. The bow of the Greeks and
Remans, as represented in their reliefs, was a mere toy
when compared to that employed in Britain ; and accord-
ingly this weapon was little used by the ancients. Hence -
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Edinburghi. Paris in Homer is spoken of cofitemptuously as an afcher §

, At and the bow was chiefly used by the Parthians and Arabs;
whose attacks were desultory. The English armies; on
the contrary, were remarkable for the advantage which
their superior skill in archery gave them over heavy arm-
ed cavalry, as at the battle of Cressy; and also over infan-
try drawn up in phalanx with the formidable weapon the
spear, as at the battle of Pinkey.

" With regard to the size of the bow, the Irish statute
of Edward IV. which directs that the bow shall not in
length exceed a man’s height, is allowed by archers to be
judicious. The arrow ought to be half the length of the
bow. Hence, although in the ballad of Chevy Chace we
read of arrows a yard long, this could only refer to those
used by men of six feet high.

Archers consider an arrow of from 20 to 24 drop weight
to be the best for flight, or for hitting a mark at a consi-
derable ‘distance. It is made of any hard wood. For
the feathers those of geese are preferred, and that the bird
should be two or three years old, and the feathers not
plucked but spontancously dropped. Two out of three fea-
thers in an arrow are commonly white, being from the
gander, while the third is brown or grey ; and this differ-
ence of colour informs the archer if the arrow is properly
placed. Arrows were anciently armed with flint or metal
heads. By the English statutes, men of perfect age were
prohibited to shoot at a mark placed at a shorter distance
than 220 yards. The bow was of yew, as the miost tough
wood ; but the Scottish gentlemen now use bows made of
cocoa wood, from the West Indies, as of superior quality’
to the yew. A

Arrows were kept in sheaves of twenty-fonr, and
were carried in a quiver or case. The archers carried
anciently long stakes sharpened at both ends, which they
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stuck into the earth, pointing obliquely towards the ene-Edinburgh.
my, so as to form a rampart on that side. To prevent the
bow-string from striking the left arm, the arm was cover-

ed with a piece of smooth leather fastened on‘the outside

of the arm, called a dracer ; and to guard the fingers gloves,

were worn. The Greeks and Romans do not appear to

have drawn the arrow to the ear, like the English, but to

the breast.

The English were compelled, by acts of parliament
even in time of peace, to erect butts in every parish, and
to shoot on every Sunday and heliday. The king and
parliaments having thus compelled the inhabitants of their
country to become expert archers, their armies had a si-
milar advantage over their enemies to what they would.
have derived from the exclusive use of fire-arms. In
Scotland a similar attention, though, in consequence of the
more defective police of the country, not with equal suc-
cess, was bestowed by the legislature upon this art. Mer-
chants were bound, along with their other goods, to im-
port a certain proportion of bows and arrows ; and other
sports were restrained lest they should interfere with the
practice of archery, which was regularly exercised at what
were called the weapon shawings. These were assem-
blages of the people in military array, and properly armed,
which were made by the sheriff of each county twice each
year or oftener. ‘

The ancient records of the Royal Company of Archers
having been destroyed by fire about the beginning of the
late century, no authentic traces of the institution of this
society now remain. It has been said, however, that it
owes its origin to the commissioners appointed in the reign
of James I. of Scotland for enforcing the exercise of ar-
chery in the different counties. ~These commissioners
having picked out some of the most dexterous archers
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Edinburgh. from among the better sort of people, formed them into 2
company ; and upon perilous occasions, the honourable
post was assigned to them of defending the king’s person
as body guards. - This rank of the king’s principal body
guards the Royal Company still claim within six miles of
the metropolis of Scotland.

It is certain that, in 1677, this company was recognised
by-an act of the Scottish privy council, under the title of
« His Majestie’s Company of Archers;” and by the same
act a piece of plate of the value of L. 20 Sterling was or-
dered to be given to be shot for by them at their annual
parades, called weapon shawings, and to be called the &ing’s
prize. Butin consequence of their avowed attachment to
the royal family of Stuart, the revolution under King Wil-
liam III. nearly put a period to their existence. The
royal prize was withheld, and their parades discontinued.
Upon the accession of Queen Ann, however, the leaders’
of the Scottish Jacobites restored the society, that, under
pretence of exercising the ancient artof archery, they mighi
have an opportunity of holding public meetings and pro-
cessions under authority of law. Accordingly, asa so-
ciety of archers, with the celebrated Sir George M‘Ken-
zie, then Lord Tarbat and secretary of state, and afterwards
Earl of CGromarty, as their captain-general, they obtained
from Queen Ann, in the year 1703, a charter under the
great seal, erecting them into a2 Royal Company, reviving
the laws in favour of archery, authorising them to admit
members and appoint their commanding officers, and to
meet and go forth under their officers conduct in military
form, in manner of weapon shawing, as often as they should
think convenient. The first time they displayed any, mi-
litary parade was in 1714, amidst-the critical state of
public affairs during Queen Ann’s last illness. On the
14th of June, the Earl of Cromarty, their captain-gene-
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tal, although then upwards of eighty years of age, and Edinburgh.
the Earl of Wemyss, as their lieutenant-general, marched
at the head of about fifty noblemen and gentlemen, clothed
in uniform, equipped in military array, and distinguished
by their proper standards, from the Parliament Square to
the Palace of Holyroodhouse, thence to Leith, where they
shot for the silver arrow given by the City of Edinburgh,
and returned in similar parade; having received from the
different guards which they passed the same military sa-
lutations or honours that are .paid to any body of the
King’s forces. But next year, the Earl of Cromarty be-
ing dead, the Earl of Wemyss headed a procession, in
which above an hundred of the nobility and gentry as-
sisted. .

After the rebellion in 1715, the archers discontinued
their public parade for some years, but afterwards resu-
med it. They were justly regarded with jealousy by go-
vernment, as attached to the unfortunate family of Stu-
art ; nobody being for many years admitted into their so-
ciety that was not supposed to entertain this sentiment.
The unhappy differences upon this subject having subsi-
ded, the Royal Company once more revived during the
present reign. His Majesty, as a mark of his royal pa-
tronage and approbation, renewed the royal prize, which
was first shot for upon the 28th of July 1788 by a nume-
réus and respectable meeting, and was won by James
Gray, Esq. writer in Edinburgh.

Thereafter the Woodmen of Arden and the Toxophilite
admitted thc members of the Royal Company to the free-
dom of their societies, and reciprocal diplomas were in re-
turn granted by the Royal Company ; so that these three
principal societies of archers in Britain are united into one.

The prizes belonging to the Royal Company, and which
are annually shot for, are, 1. A silyer arrotw, givea by the

Vor. L. k
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Edinburgh. town of Musselburgh, which appears to have been shot for

Ty early as the year 1603. The victor in this, as in the
-other prizes except the king’s prize, has the custody of it
for a year, then returns it with a medal appended, on
which are engraved any motto and device which the gain-
‘er’s fancy dictates. 2. A silver arrow given by the town
of Peebles A. D. 1626. 3. A silver arrow given by the
city of Edinburgh A. D. 1709. 4. A silver punch-bow!
-of about the value of L. 50, made of Scottish silver at the
expence of the company A. D. 1720. And, 5. The
king’s prize above mentioned, which becomes the absolute
property of the winner. All these prizes are shot for at
what is termed rovers, the marks being placed at the dls-
tance of 185 yards.

Besides these, there is another prize annually contended
for at butt or point-blank distance, called the Goose. The
ancient manner of shooting for this prize was, a living
goose was built in a turf batt, having the head only expo-
sed to view; and the archer who first hit the goose’s head
was entitled to the goose as his reward. But this custom,
on account of its barbarity, has been long ago laid asidci; and
m place of the goose-head, & mark of about an inch dia-
meter is affixed upon each butt ; and the archer who first
hits this mark is captain’of the butt-shootess for a year.

The affairs of the company are managed by a president
and six counsellors, who are chosen annually by the whole
members. The council are vested with the power of re-
‘eeiving or rejecting candidates for admission, and of ap-
pointing the company’s officers civil and military.

The Royal Company now consists of above 1000 mem-
bers, among whom are most of the Scottish nobility of
the first distinetion. A number of the company meet

" weekly during the summer season in Edinburgh, in the
Meadows, where they exercise themselves in shooting at
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butts or rovers: And in thc adjoining ground they have a Edinburgh.
handsome building, erected within these thirty-two years,

with suitable offices, whither they adjourn’ after their ex-

ercise, and where they hold their elections and other meet-

ings relative to the business of the society.

The uniform of the Royal Company of Archers is tar-
tan, lined with white, and trimmed with green and white
fringes; a white sash, with green tossels ; and a blue bon-
net, with a St Andrew’s cross and feathers. The company
have two standards. The first of these bears on one side
Mars and Cupid encircled in a wreath of thistles, with this
motto, “ In peace and war ;”” on the other, a yew tree,
with two men dressed and equipped as archers, encircled
as the former; motto, Dat gloria vires. The otlier stand-
ard displays, on one side, a lion rampant gules, on a field
or, encircled with -4 wreath; on the top, a thistle and
crown ; motto, Nemo me smpune lacesset. On the other,
St Andrew on the cross on a field argent; at the.top, a
crown ; motto, Dulce pro patria periculum. d

The GoLF is an amusement said to be peculiar to Scot- Golf,
land, Here it is very ancient. By a statute of James
the Second, in 1457, it is prohibited, that it may not in-
terfere with the weapon shawings ; that-is, with the mi-
litary exercise of archery. Itis commonly played on rug-
ged ground covered with bents, or short grass, upon the sea-
shore, called in Scotland Links. The game is usually play«
ed by parties of one or two on each side. Each person
provides himself with balls and a set of clubs. The ball
is extremely hard, and about the size of a tennis ball.
The club with which the ball is usually struck is slender
and elastic, crooked at the head, which is faced with horn,
and loaded with lead to render it heavy. A set of clubs
consists of five in number; a play club, a scraper, a spoon,
an iron-headed club, and a short club called a Eutur. The

Fe
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Edinburgh.second, third, and fourth of these are’adapted for removing

Caledonian
Hunt,

the ball from the various inconvenient situations into which
it may ceme in the course of the game.” The putter is
used where a short stroke is intended. The golf is play-
ed thus: Small holes are made in the ground at the dis-
tance of-about a quarter of a mile from each other, and in
such a direction as to encompass the whole field. = The
game is ‘won, by the party . that lodges his ball in the dif-
ferent holes in succession with the fewest strokes. The
art of the game consists, first, at the outset from each hole,
of striking the ball to a great distance, and in a proper di-
rection, so that.it may rest upon smooth ground ; and, se-
condly, which is of the greatest importance, when near the
hole; of so proportioning the force and direction of the
stroke, or putting as it is called, that the ball may with few
strokes be driven into the hole. The game is played at
Leith Links, and upon a piece of ground south from Edin-
burgh, which receives the appellation of Bruntsfield Links.
There is a Company of Golfers, whd play annually for a
silver club, originally given them by the Town-Council
of Edinburgh in 1744. This game affords an active,
but not a violent, exercise in the open air, and is there-
fore not unsuitable to the sedentary habits of the citizens
of a large town:

. Edinburgh isalso in some measure the head-quarters of
a Company of Hunters, called the CarepoNtan Hunt,
composed of the first nobility and gentry, who meet occa-
sionally in different parts of the country. Such a com-
pany has subsisted at times in Edinburgh ever since the
Restoration ; but it has repeatedly been broken up; in
consequence of the club indulging in habits of extrava-
gance and intemperance, which induced the members to
become weary of it.

Horse Races are held at Edinburgh during a week
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every summer. To this amusement his Majesty contri- Edinburgh.
butes a purse of 100 guineas. The remaining prizes, Leith
which amount to 50 guineas each, are contributed by the e
City of Edinburgh, and by subscriptions of the nobility
and gentry. The race-course is upon the shore at Leith;
on a place which the tide leaves at low water. The hour
of the race is therefore changed every day, as the tide be-
comes later so as to leave the sands dry. The ground,
however, 1s heavy and fatiguing for horses which do not
possess considerable strength. ’

We have alreac’ly mentioned walking as one of the amuse-
ments of this city ; for which it is well suited,in consequence,
of the beautiful side pavement of its streets. These, in
the New Town, are not crowded with passengers, on ac-
count of the size of the single houses occupied by genteel
families, which prevents that quarter of the city from be-
ing very populous, in proportion to the territory which it
covers. Around the city also there is d variety of ground
well adapted to this exercise. In particular, on the south
of the city, where was anciently the Borough Loch, a con-
siderable extent of ground is laid out, under the appella-
tion of the Meadow, and is surrounded by a walk shel-
tered with trees. The walk which surrounds the Mea-
dow is 2770 yards, or upwards of 2 mile and a half, in
length. The extensive territory occupied by Arthur’s
Seat, Salisbury Craigs, and the Calton-hill, from the free
air and the beautiful and extensive prospects which they
afford, also presents great inducements to this, which is
perhaps the best of all amusements, as farthest removed
from the pernicious habits of gaming, which many other

amusements are apt to produce ; and as being at once the
kind of exercise most corducive to health, and most ca-
pable of being conjoined with the pleasures or the im-
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provement to be derived either from solitary reflection
or from social intercourse.

As an inducement to the same exercise, rather than on
account of any medical virtues belonging to it, may be
mentioned the mineral spring called ST BERNARD’s WELL,
which is situated to the north-west of the New Town, in
the deep and beautiful glen or ravine in which the Water
of Leith runs. This spring has a slight resemblance in
flavour to the washings of a foul gun-barrel, and appears to
contain sulphurated hydrogen, which evaporates in boil-

- ing, so as to leave the water fit for every ordinary pur-

pose. It had fallen into neglect till about fifteen years
ago ; when one of the judges of the Court of Session,
Lord Gardenstone, who imagined he had derived benefit
from its waters, expended a considerable sum in erecting
over it a very massy building of free stone, surmounted
by a temple in the ancient taste, in which is placed a sta-
tue of Hygeia, the goddess of health. But as the statue
is colossal, and is too nearly approached by the foot-path
which passes the building, it has a clumsy appearance.
As it is erected, however, in a romantic situation, beside a
small river, whose precipitous and woody banks are in
some places finely ornamented, and everywhere beautiful,
the new building greatly excited the attention of the public
to the supposed virtues of the spring ; and it speedily became
a place of such general resort, that every morning, during
the summer season, the way towards it was seen crowded
with persons resorting thither, who certainly derived be-
nefit, if not from the water, at least from the fine air

which they breathed, and the exercise they enjoyed. This,

like other fashions, however, soon declined ; and its de-
cline was hastened not a little by an injudicious attempt
to render the use of this mineral spring still more general
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than it actually was. A pamphlet was published by a Edinburgh.
physician, in which the waters of St Bernard’s Well were
represented as a specific or universal remedy for almost
all the maladies incident to the human frame ; and an
anxious enumeration was given of the most loathsome dis-
eases for which these waters had provedla complete re-
medy. The result was, that the well was in a great mea-
sure dzserted ; because nobody wished a suspicion to be
entertained, that they were afflicted by any of the mise-
rable distempers for which it was represented as a cure.
The mischievous pamphlet, however, was gradually for-
gotten ; and St Bernard’s Well is frequented, in the sum-
mer months, by a considerable number of persons of both
sexes, who find it an agreeable termination to an early
walk.

The sands to the eastward of Leith, which when the
sea retires are of considerable extent, afford the best op-
portunity to the inhabitants of Edinburgh for exercise on
horseback.

In the New Town there 1s a TENNIS CoUurT: and we
are under the necessity of mentioning, that in the Grass- Cock-fights
market there is a cock-pit, which is at times made the %
scene of the cruel and contemptible amusement of cock-
fighting, and of the practice of gambling which accompa-

_nies it. Persons engaged in business, however, or of so-
ber manners, and a respectable character, are ashamed to
appear in it, and could not do so without reproach. TItis
chiefly supported by the gentlemen of the turf, and by 2
part of the strangers who at all times abound in Edin-
burgh. The*¥ennis Court, above mentioned, has of late
been used for this batrbarous entertainment.
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BANKING COMPANIES.

There are three Banking CGompanies in Edinburgh esta-
blished, by statute, or by royal charters. These are, the
Bank of Scotland, commanly called the Old Bank, the
Royal Bank of Scotland, and the British Linen Company.

“The Bank oF ScoTLAND, commonly called the Orp
BANK, was erected by Act of Parliament, A. D. 1695.
By the statute of erection, the company was empowered
to raise a joint stock of L.1,200,000 Scots, or L.100,000
Sterling, for the purpose of carrying on a public bank. The
smallest share which any person could hold in the bank
was declared to be L. 1000 Scots ; and the largest sum for
which any one was allowed to subscribe was L. 20,000
of the same money. L.80006 are declared to be the. qua-
lification necessary to entitle any one to be elected govern-
or; L.6000 deputy governor; and L.3000 for each di-
rector. The \managemeng of the affairs of the company,
was vested in a governor, deputy governor, and twenty-
four directors ; and in choosing these managers, each pro-
prietor was declared to have a vote for every L.1000 of
stock held by him. .

The capital or stock of the company being found not
large ‘enough to answer the purposes of a commercial
country, they, in 1774, obtained an act, enabling them to
enlarge their stock. By this act they were empowered
to double their original stock, or to raise it in whole to
L. 2,400,000 Scots, or L.200,000 Sterling, Each person
already holding shares was allowed to fill up the new ca-
pital to be subscribed for, in so far, and to the same ex-
tent, as he already held shares in the ofiginal stock. What
remained not filled up was tp be sold to the highest bid-
der amongst the proprietors of the old stock, provided no
one should possess in whole above L.40,000 Scots of stock ;
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and if any still remained unsubscribed for, any one might Edinburgh
subscribe that inclined. By the same act, too, the double

of the former sums was declared to be requisite as qualifi-

cations entltlmg the members to be governors or dlrectors

of the company, or to be their electors.

The office of this company has hitherto been held in aOﬁ’lccof the
house down 2 narrow lane at the south side of that part of Scodaud.
the High Street called the Lawn-market ; but, at a great
expence, they have erected for their accommodation 2
building which will speedily be ready to be occupied, and
which is situated to the northward of the High Street, in
full view of Prince’s Street. This is at once a magnifi-
cent and beautiful fabric. At the commencement of the
building, very serious difficulties were experienced, in
consequence of the same circumstance which formerly an-
noyed the architect of the North Bridge ; but which had
been forgotten or overlooked till the recollection of it
was on this occasion revived. When a foundation was
sought for this building, it was found that the whole earth
on that side of the ridge on Which the High Street stands
was not natural, but had been brought thither when the
ground in the neighbourhood was originally laid out for
building. * The consequence was, that after cutting down
the side of the hill in secarch of solid ground to an im<
mense depth, the hill above gave way, and overwhelmed
the foundation that had been cleared out. The rubbish
was no sooner removed than the side of the hill again
gave way repeatedly ; so that the task of digging the foun-
dation was several times renewed. In the'meanwhile, the
earth above, to some distance towards the High Street,
began to open, and to discover marks that the soil was all
unsound, and had been undermined. Some very lofty
buildings, deprived of the support which they had recei-
ved from the weight of earth adjoining .to their founda-
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Edinburgh. tions, next began to give way. The inhabitants removed,
and the houses were under the necessity of being taken
down. The great wealth of this company, however, en-
abled them to avoid the ridicule which would have attended
a desertion of their enterprise. A sufficiently firm founda-
'tion of natural clay having been at last obtained, the building

- wasrapidly urged. It was reared in the most solid manner.
Enormous quantities of mortar and massy stones were bu-
ried for ever, and a fabric carried upwards, capable of re-
sisting the incumbent weight of the mountain. The back
of the building is towards Prince’s Street ; and here, while
erecting, it had the disadvantage, from its vast height, of
having somewhat the aspect of a tower. This effect,
however, is now removed by restoring the earth for the
purpose of covering up the lower part of it, and by a wall
of considerable height in the nature of a curtain, which
has been added to augment its apparent breadth. It
forms, upon the whole, a beautiful and most superb fa-
bric. As a work of magnitude, it is seen to most advan-
tage from the mound of earth which connects the Old and
the New Town, at that part of the mound which is in the
direction of the north-west angle of the building. Here the
eye is filled by the full view of two sides of the fabric,
and by a display of its great height. The result of which
is, that as a magnificent and stupendous structure, it seems
to have no rival in this country. Its southern front, of
which the height is only three stories, is very elegant. If
any fault exist, it consists of a superfluity of ornament un-
suitable to a structure of such magnignde. The ornaments,
however, are chiefly seen on that side where the greatness
of the building is concealed ; but unfortunately there is
placed at the summit of the whole a globe or cupola,
which is seen frem Prince’s Street, and which, from its
trifling size and the vast height at which it is placed, has
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very much the diminutive appearance of a pin-cushion, Edinburgh.

This banking company has established branches in
every considerable town in Scotland, excepting Glasgow,
which; in consequence of an amicable adjustment to avoid
rivalship, is left to the Royal Bank. By agreement, the.
latter has a branch at Glasgow, and no branch in any other
town in Scotland. :

The Rovar BANk was established in the following Royal Bank
manner : By the articles of union, Scotland was declared
to be liable to the same duties which were levied by way
of customs or excise in England. As these duties had, in
the latter of these nations, been appropriated for the dis-
charge of debts contracted by England before the union,
it was found reasonable to give Scotland an equivalent
for this additional burthen. The sum, given by way of
equivalent, was ordained to be paid for certain purposes,
and to certain persons or bodies corporate, mentioned in
the articles of union and in posterior statutes. The pro-
prietors of these sums, to the extent of L.248,550 Ster-
ling, were erected into a body corporate, under the name
of the Equivalent Company ; and the said sum of L.248,550
was declared to be the joint stock of the company.  Upon
application by this company, they obtained a royal char-
ter, empowering such of them as inclined to subscribe
their shares in the joint stock for that purpose, to carry on
the business of banking. By this charter the subscribers
to this banking business were, in A. D. 1727, erected into
a body corporate, to be called, « The Royal Bank of Scot«
land.” They were vested with the requisite powers, and
the management of the company’s affairs declared to be in
a governor, deputy governor, nine ordinary and nine ex.
traordinary directors. The qualifications of these mana-
gers were declared to be, that of the governor to hold

«stock to the extent of L. 2000; of the deputy governor,
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Edinburgh. of 1. 1500 ; of the ordinary directors, of L.1000 ; and of
the extraordinary directors, of L.500. The sum origi-
nally subscribed was L.111,000 ; but by a charter passed
in favour of the Royal Bank, A. D. 1738, explaining.
the privileges formerly bestowed upon them, and enabling
them to increase their capital, they were empowered to
raise their stock to a sum not exceeding in whole, when
joined to their original funds, L.150,000. By the char-
ter of erection of this company, a share of L.300 entitles
a proprietor to one vote, one of L.600 to twe, of L.1200
to three, and of L. 2000 to four; and no proprietor can
have more than four votes. In consequence of the jea-
lous and narrow policy, which till of late years was so
common among commercial companies, when the Royal
Bank was first efected, that company purchased upall
the notes of the Bank of Scotland of which they could lay
hold, and made such a run upon this bank as reduced it to
considerable difficulties. To avoid such distresses for the
future, the Bank of Scotland, on the 9th November 1730,
began to issue L.5 notes, payable on demand, or L.5:2:6
six months after their being presenied for payment, in the
option of the bank. On the 12th of December 1732,
they began to issue notes with a similar clause. The
other banking companies in Scotland found it convenient
to follow the example. Bank-notes were universally fra-
med with these optional clauses. They were issued for
the most trifling sums, and were currently accepted in
payment, insomuch that notes for 5s. Sterling were per-
fectly common, and silver was in a manner banished out
of the comntry. To remedy those abuses which had crept
into the banking business, an act of Parliament was pass-
¢d, A. D. 1765, prohibiting all promissory notes payable
to the bearer under L.1 Sterling; and prohibiting and
declaring void all the optional clauses, : ’
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‘The Britis LiNen CompaNy, with a capital of Edinburgh.
L.100,000, was incorporated by royal charter. in 1746, British Liv
with a view to encourage the manufacture of linen in?% C‘m‘-
Scotland. By the constitution of this company, its affairs
are declared to be under the management of a governor,
deputy governor, and five directors. It is declared a ne-
cessary qualification in the governor to be possessed of a
share in the company’s stock to the amount of L.1000;
of the deputy governor, L.500 ; and of each director, of
L.300. A share of L.200 entitles a proprietor to vote in
the choice of these managers, of L.500 to two votes, and
of L.1000 to four votes; butitis declared that no pro~
prietor shall possess more than four votes.

This company carries on the business of banking, and
issues promissory notes like the two former companies ;
but the banking business is carried on separately from
the linen trade. The Linen Hall remains in the Canon-
gate ; but the apartments of the bank are removed to a
lane on the south side of the High Street, above what was
called the Nether-bow Port.

When the great political and imperial establishment,
the Bank of England, was authorised, first by the Privy
Council, and thereafter by the legislature, in 1797, to re-
fuse payment of their promissory notes in specie, the
Edinburgh public banking companies ventured to do the
same from necessity. INo bad consequence resulted from
the measure ; and nobody attempted by legal measures to
compel payment in terms of their obligations. )

Promissory notes, payable on demand, have also been Private
long issued in Edinburgh by a private banking house,bankm'
that of Sir William Forbes, Sit James Hunter, and Com-
pany ; and their notes have possessed a most extensive
circulation. When at the commencement of the war oc-
casioned by the French revolution in 1793, the common
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Edinburgh. people, who held great numbers of the notes of this house,
_took a sudden alarm, or rather prejudice, against pa-
per money, and made 4 run upon the house; the other
banking houses agreed, in case it should be necessary, to
support it with their whole credit. A proof was thus af-
forded of the enlightened spirit to which commercial men
had attained ; which.enabled them to perceive, that their
own success depends, not, as they formerly supposed,
upon the ruin, {but upon the increasing riches of each
other ; and that one part of a community cannot be inju-
red, without the misfortune extending itself in some mea-
sure to the whole.

Besides these there are several private banking houses
of great reputation in Edinburgh, which do not issue pro-
missoty notes for small sums payable on demand, but
which carry on the other branches of the banking trade, by
transmitting money, discounting bills, and accommodating
individuals with cash accounts. This last is a practice of
great mercantile utility, and is in some measure peculiar
to Scotland. It is of the following nature: A merchant,
a manufacturer, or other person engaged in business, grants
2 bond to a banking house, with two or more sufficient
sureties, obliging himself to repay whatever sum he shall
at any time, below a certain amount, borrow from that
house. ' In consideration of this obligation, the banking
house honours the draughts of the merchant occasionally
to the extent of the stipulated credit or cash account ; and
for these sums interest is paid to the banking house at the
rate of 5 per cent. On the other hand, the merchant
makes payments to the banker when it suits his con-
veniency, even of such small sums as L.20 or L.30;
and if at any time the balance is in his favour, he Te~
ceives no higher interest than 4 per cents' He does his™
whole business at that banking house; and if they is-
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sue notes, he assists, by his transactions, in putting them Edinburgh,
o nd

into circulation. The effect of the whole is, that the
banker is secure of ultimate payment by the surcties to
the original bond granted by the merchant; while the
merchant is enabled to lay out his whole capital in trade,
and, in case any sndden demands come upon him, to rely
upon the banker for accommodation to the extent of his
cash account. Thus established traders, who can find se-
curity, can at all times depend upon a reasonable accom-
modation from banking houses. They are not, as in
many cities on the centinent, under the necessity of re-
taining sums of money in a strong box, ready to encounter
sudden demands upon them, or to enable them to make
purchases that appear uncommonly advantageous: Nei-
are they exposed to the inconvenience by which mer-
chants, in times of mercantile distress, are apt to be em-
barrassed, in consequence of the timidity of bankers who
decline to discount their bills. A merchant who has a
cash account holds a bill that is perpetually good in the
estimation of the banker.

These cash accounts, which are granted to persons of
every profession who have frequent money transactions,
are extremely favourable to the credit and extension of
paper currency. By means of his cash account, every
man of business in Scotland is indebted to some of the
banking houses. The consequence of which is, that he
cannot hesitate to take their notes, because he can always
pay with them in full the debt that he himself owes at
the bank.—In Edinburgh the employment of a banker is
much respected ; because this city, being little subject to
the vicissitudes of commerce, bankers enjoy a certain pro-
fit, and encounter little risk. Excepting in one or two
instances, therefore, the bankruptcy of a banker has
scarcely occurred ; and they are usually, or rather always,
very prosperous mer,
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MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS OF EDVI‘.NBURGH.

By its municipal constitution, Edinburgh is divided into
several districts. Of these, the ancient Royal Borough,
or Royalty as it is called, is the head. It consists of the

- High Street to the head of the Canongate, of the Cowgate,

and Grass-market, with their adjoining lanes. The ma-
gistrates of this ancient district, in the character of Barons,
or Lords of all the rest, appoint inferior magistrates, who
govern the Canongate, the suburbs of Portsburgh and the
Potter-row, and the town of Leith, under the appellation

.of Baron Bailies. Edinburgh, strictly so called, that-is,

Town-
Council,

the ancient Royal Borough, has a municipal government,
consisting of what is called the Town-Council. This body
consists of thirty-three persons. Of these, twenty-five
constitute the ordinary council, which alone manages many
of the city’s affairs. The remaining eight are extraor-
dinary members.

The Town-CouNciL is composed of two bodies of
men, merchants and tradesmen. Originally no distinction
appears to have existed in royal boroughs between these
two bodies. The boroughs were in former times counte-
nanced and favoured by our kings, to afford a kind of ba-
lance against the overgrown power of the nobles. The
whole burgesses possessing property in a town were con-
sidered as the king’s immediate vassals. His protection

.was necessary to them against the power of the neigh-

bouring barons ; while at the same time, by their num-
bers, they brought an important accession of strength to
the royal cause in all political disputes. Persons living
in boroughs, all of whom were probably burgesses in early
times, appear to have been considered in the general cha-
racter of merchants, or persons gaining their bread by the
sale of commodities. Nor was any distinction made
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dmong the on account of the manner in which they thein- Edinburgh.

selves procured the commodities which they sold, whether

by their own skill and industry in originally manufacturing

or fashioning them, or by importing them from distant

countries into the borough. The boroughs were at first

governed by town-councils elected by the citizens or bur-

gesses; but factions having arisen in the boroughs, in

consequence of this practice, an act of the Scottish Parlia-

ment, under James the Third, 1469; cap. 30: authorised,

under some restrictions; the old council to elect the new.

This statute was probably little regarded ; and almost

every Scottish borough has a constitution peculiar to it-

self. As they have a general resemblance, however, an

account of that of Edinburgh will afford a tolerable idea

of the nature of these municipal constitutions:

In many respects the magistrates of boroughs are still Incorpora-

. considered as immediate dependents or servants of the "™
crown; particularly in the forms by which property in bo-
roughs is transferred. A burgess sclling his house deli-
vers ‘it to the magistrates, as the king’s commissioners or
bailies, and they deliver the possession to the purchaser.
It was probabiy under some notion of this sort of their -
immediately representing the king, that the town-councils

of Scottish boroughs assumed the privilege, which théy
still exercise; of granting charters, styled seals of cause,

to particular classes of tradesmen; called érafts, or com-
panies of arts, constituting them into separate incorpora-
tions. These incorporated trades gradually grew into
importance in the several boroughs; and at last a distine-

tion came to be made between them and the merchants,
properly so called, who merely buy and sell, but do not
exercise any branch of art or manufacture. The incor-
porations created by the town-councils appear at last to have
insisted upon being allowed to sit, by their representatives,

Vor. L. ) G
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Edinburgh. in the body which bestowed upon them a political exists
=Y,

Merchant
Company.

Fourteen
incorpora-
tions.

ence. The municipal constitution of Edinburgh, which
was “not ultimately fixed without many struggles, is so
contrived as to preserve a sort of balance between the
merchants or persons who sell commodities, and the incor-
porated tradesmen. '

“The merchants of Edinburgh were not erected into a
body corporate, distinct from the general incorporation of
the borough, till the 19th- October 1681 ; when they re-
ceived a royal charter, under the name of the Company
oF MEercHANTs IN THE City oF EDINBURGH. The
charter authorises them to elect a president, who is called
the Master of the Merchant Cosmpany, together with
twelve assistants, a treasurer, clerk, and officer. The
éompany were empowered to purchase lands, to make
bye-laws, to levy a tax upon apprentices and members,
chiefly for the support of their poor. This incorporation
hasno right to elect a representative to sit in the Town-
Council ; but the principal members of that body, to be-
come qualified for their oflices, must be merchants, and
consequently members of the Merchant Company.

The incorporated trades are fourteen in number ; and
each trade elects, under certain restrictions, a president,
called its Deacon, by whom it is represented in the Town-
Council. - They take precedency of each other in the or-
derin which they are here enumerated.—1s¢, The Rovar
CoLLEGE oF SurGEONs. The surgeons and barbers were
erected into a corporation by a charter, or seal of cause,
from the Town-Council of Edinburgh, dated 1st July
1505 . King James the Fifth, on 13th October 1506, ra-
tified the charter, or seal of cause, in favour of the sur-
geons. Queep Mary exempted them from serving upon
juries, and from mounting guard for the defence. of the
borough. On 25th February 1557, the surgeons and
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apothécaries were united by an act of the Town-Cobuncil Edinbargh.
—— e

into one community. After that period the members ap-
pear to have abandoned their business as barbers ;- though
they still possessed the exclusive privilege of exercising
1t.  This occasioned an act of council of the 26th July
1682, recommending to this corporation to supply the
town with a sufficient number of persons qnalified to sbave

and cu¢ hair; who should continue dependent npon the

surgeons: Butin the year 1722; the surgeons and bar-
bers were separated from each other in all respects, ex<
cept that the barbers are still obliged to enter their ap-
prentices in the register kept by the surgeons:

By a charter of his present Majestyy dated 14th March
1778, this incorporation was erected of new; under the name
of the Royal College of Surgeons of the City of Edinburgh.
This charter establishes a scheme of provision for the wi-
dows and children of the members. By this scheme, be-
sides certain sums belonging to the Royal College, which
are allotted to it; each member is obliged to pay L.5
a-ycar towards it during all the days of his life. If he
die before making four yearly payments; neither his wi-
dow nor children receive any supply from the fund ; but
if he survive that period, and leave a widow, she is en-
titled to L.25 yearly during her widowhood only. If he
die a widower; leaving children, they dre entitled in whole
to L.100. The meetings of this company are held in
their own hall in the High School yards. By one of their
ancient statutes ratified in parliament, and which is un=+
derstood to be still in force, no personis allowed to practise
pharmacy or surgery in certain- of thé south-eastern coun-
ties of Scotland, till he has undergone an examination and
been found qualified by this body.

2d, The GorDsMmITHS were originally incorporated with -

the hammermen. The period of their separationis uncers

G 2

vy
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Edinburgh. tain ; but it was previous to 1581, as in that year a charter
from the Town-Council prescribed to them minute and judi-
ciousregulationsconcerning the receiving of apprentices,and
working in gold and silver. The importance of this incorpo-
ration, considered as manufacturers, has lately declined, in
cousequence of the superior advantages possessed by the
English artists from their great eapital, and the division of
labour which is established in their manufactories. Hence
vast quantities of articles of jewellery goods are import-
ed from England, and sold in the shops here, to supply
the demand' produced in this city by the great resort of
wealthy people from all quarters. Two brothers, Messrs
Cunningham, at the head of the Earthen Mound, are un-
derstood to be at present the only manufacturers of plated
goods in Scotland.—34, The SKINNERs were erected into 2
corporation by the Town-Council of Edinburgh on or before
the year 1586.—And, 4¢3, The FurriErs were incorpo-
rated by the same body ; but at what time is unknown.

5thy The HAMMERMEN were erected into a corpora-
tion by. a charter, or seal of cause, from the Town-
Council of Edinburgh, of the 2d May 1483. This com-
munity ‘at that time comprehended the following crafts :
blacksmiths, goldsmiths, saddlers, cutlers, and armour-
ers. There are now comprehended in it the black-
smiths, cutlers, saddlers, locksmiths, armourers, pewterers,
sheersmiths, watchmakers, goldsmiths, hookmakers, pin-
makers, beltmakers, founders, braziers, coppersmiths, and
white iron smiths. This corporation meets in their hall
in the Cowgate, called the Magdalen Chapel. This cha-
pel is situated near the head of the Cowgate on the south
side of the street. It was founded by Michael Macquhan,
a citizen of Edinburgh, who, being greatly afflicted by dis-
ease aud oppressed by age, appropriated the sum of L. 700
Scots towards erecting a charitable foundation, to which
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various persons promised contributions which they ne- Edinburgh.
ver paid. Janet Rynd, relict and executrix to Mac-~
quhan, was induced to accomplish the design of her de-
ceased husband, by adding L. 2000 Scots to the sum which
he had granted. With this money she erected, on the
site of a ruinous hospital called Maison Dieu, an hospital
and chapel for the accommodation of a chaplain and se-
ven poor men ; and endowed it with a perpetual annuity
of 138 merks Scots, arising out of certain lands and tene-
ments. She dedicated her new foundation to Mary Mag-
dalen ; and by her deed of settlement, dated 12th Feb-
ruary 1547, she granted it in trust to the incorporation of
hammermen in Edinburgh, with whom it still remains.
They employ the chapel as their place of meeting ; and
the small fund appropriated to it they devote to the sup-
port of their own poor.

6th and 7T¢th, The WricHTs AND Masons form a
single incorporation ; but they have a double represen-
tation in the Town-Council. One deacon is annually
chosen to represent the wrights, and another to repre-
sent the masons. They were incorporated by a seal of
cause from the Town-Council, dated 15th Qctober 1475.
The privileges granted to this incorporation have been
repeatedly confirmed by royal charter. It is common-
ly known by the name of: the United Incorporation of
Mary’s Chapel. It consists of the following crafts :
wrights, masons, bowyers, glaziers, plumbers, uphol-
sterers, painters, slaters, sievewrights, and coopers. This
community formerly had in Niddry’s Wynd a hall,
which, having been built upon the ruins of a chapel an-
ciently dedicated to the blessed Virgin, was called Mary’s
Chapel, and gave its name to the incorporation. When
the South Bridge was built, the hall was necessarily pull-
ed down.. A new one was erected in a lane to the west-
ward of the Bridge, to which the name of Mary’s Chapel
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Edinburgh. has been transferred.—82b, The TArLORS possess several
" charters from the Town-Council ratified by the Scottish
kings ; but the time of their first incorporation is un-
known.—o9¢h, The BAKERS possess a charter from the
Town-Council in 3 522, which mentions their having
been in possession of previous charters, then lost.—10t5,
The FLESHERs are a very old incorporation; but the
time of their institution is unknown. It appears, how-
ever, that as early as 1488 regulations for them were es-
tablished by the magistrates. At that time they appear to
have been dealers in fish as well as flesh. They reject
the appellation of dutchers, which they account harsh and
murderons.—11zh, The CORDINERS or SHOEMAKERS are
one of the oldest incorporations in Edinburgh. Maitland
+  placestheir institution in 1449.— 12¢5, The WEAVERS were
incorporated by a charter from the Town-Counil, dated
31st January 1475. The petition for their charter states,
that they had framed certain articles ¢ for the henour and
“love of God, of his mother the virgin Mary, and of
¢ Saint Sovrane;” and prays a ratificaticn of these ar-
ticles. Among others care is taken to enact, ¢ that.the
¢ priest shall get his meat.” It appears that, in the times
of popery, each incorporation had an altar in the church
of St Giles, together with a priest or chaplain who attend-
ed it. The chaplain got his victuals by going about from
house to house among the members of the incorporation
alternately.—13¢5, The WAUKERs were originally cloth-
iers. Their employment has now descended down to the
milling and scowering of cloth. = They were incorpora-
ted by the Town-Council on the 20th of August 1500.
The HATTERS were united with them in 1672.—142h, The
BoNNET-MAKERS were incorporated by the Town-Coun-
¢il in 1530. By the fashion of wearing hats, their busi-
ness has been ruined. The DYERs were united with this
incorporation in the year 1640.—The CANDLE-MAKERS



MIDLOTHIAN. 103

“were incorporated by act of council, 5th September 1517 ; Edinburgh.
but they have no representation in the council.—It will
also be observed that several new trades remain necessa-
rily unrepresented in the council, as booksellers, printers,
engravers, grocers, vintners, and others.

The Town-Council is elected in the following manner : Election of
First the fourteen incorporations meet by themselves ; and ‘chiu,l:fﬁv"'
each incorporation makes outa list (or Jeet, as itis called)
of six persons, out of which the deacon of each incorpo-
ration must be chosen. These fourteen lists or Jeets are
laid before the ordinary council of twenty-four, who strike
off three names from the six, and return the lists so abrid-
ged to the different incorporations; and this is termed
shortening of the leets. Out of the leets thus shortened
the incorporations choose their respective deacons, who
are then presented to the ordinary council of twenty-four;
who out of the fourteen deacons choose six of them to ke
members of the ordinary council, upon which the six coun-
cil deacons of the former year walk off. The ncxt step
in the election is the choice of three merchants and two
trades counsellers. This is performed by the ordinary
council of twenty-four ; but the merchants and trades coun-
sellors of the former year do not, upon the choice of their
successors, immediately withdraw, but vote along with
thcm 1in the remaining steps of the clection. There are
then thirty members who proceed to the next step of the
election, which i$ to make up /eets, out of which the lord
provost, dean of guild, treasurer, and bailies, must be
chosen. For this purpose a list is made up of three per-
sons, one of whom must be elected provost. A similar
list is made up for the election of dean of guild; a third,
like the former, for the election of the treasurer; and a
list of twelve, out oi which the four bailies must be cho-
sen—all of which persons, in the Jects for provost and ma-
gistrates, must be merchants. The Jeets being made up,
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Edinburgh. these thirty, and joined to them the eight extraordinary
council deacons, making in all thirty-eight persons, pro-
ceed to the choice of the magistrates for the ensuing year.
As the new part of the council, ordinary and extraordi-
nary, is now filled up to this extent,
6 Council deacons
3 Merchant counsellors
2 Trades counsellors, and
8 Extraordinary council deacons

19 in all,

fourteen more members remain to be chosen to make up
the full council of thirty-three. Of these the following
eleven are chosen on the first Tuesday after Michaelmas
(29th September) : The lord provost, either a new per-
son elected into that oflice, or the present one continued ;
four bailies ; four old bailies, their offices borne by the
four bailies of the former year of course; the dean of
guild, either a new person elected, or the present one of
course,; the treasurer, either a new person elected, or the
present one of course. Hence, if the three offices of lord
provost, dean of guild, and treasurer, should all happen to
be supplied with new persons, instead of eleven vacancies
in the council being filled up on the day already mentioned
there would be fqurteen, which would render the coungci]
complete ; for the persons who were formerly provost,
dean of guild, and treasurer, would, for the ensuing year,
become old provost, old dean of guild, and old treasurer ;
but if no new persons are elected to be provost, &c. then
there are none to fill up the places of old provost, &c. of
course; which therefore is done, either at the next or some
subsequent mecting, by the ordinary council of twenty-
three or twenty-four. The number is thus various; be-
cause it so happens that a new provost, dean of guild, and
treasurer, do not come into council in the same year, but a
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new provost and dean of guild the one year, and new trea- Edinburgh.
surer the other, alternately. .

The office of Lord Provost of Edinburgh has at times
been held by men of very great respectability, whose ac-
tivity and public spirit have much contributed to the im-
provement of the city. At the same time it is to be re-
marked, that this city, from the account now given of its
municipal constitution, can scarcely be expected to be at
all times under the management of its most distinguished
inhabitants. The merchants and the trades hold the go-
vernment between them, and are in some measure balan-
ced against each other. As Edinburgh is not 2 manufac-
turing town, but is supported by the families of rank
which resort to it, by the practitioners of the law, by the
officers of the national government, and by the university
established in it, the tradesmen or manufacturers of Edin-
burgh nccessarily hold ‘a place of very inferior import-
ance in the community. With regard to the merchants,
they are seldom such properly so called, but merely shop-
keepers, such as grocers, booksellers, drapers, &c.; and
these hold the higher offices of the magistracy. . The per-
sons properly entitled to the designation of merchants be-
longing to Edinburgh usually have their residence at
Leith. It is true, the Leith merchants are members of
the Merchant Company, and cligible to the magistracy of
Edinburgh ; but in consequence, probably, of the distance
of their dwellings from the centre of the city, they have
pever been of any municipal importance, and attain to no
higher offices than those of magistrates or bailies of Leith,
acting by deputation from the Town-Council of Edin-
burgh.

In the meanwhile, as the members of the learned pro-
fessions, especially of the very wealthy and numerous pro-
fession of the law, together with the men of property who
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Edinburgh. reside in Edinburgh, without devoting themselves to any

~

Police,

Ciry
Guard.

particular profession, are all excluded from the rank of
magistrates of Edinburgh ; it sometimes happens that
these magistrates possess less weight in the community
than their situation might be expected to command. Their
conduct and measures are frequently exposed to unmerited
obloquy ; and they find a difficulty in carrying into effect
the most necessary measures. Their political importance,
as electors of a member of parliament, iseven perhaps
hurtful to their respectability ; because it operates as a
temptation to statesmen, or to men of rank, to interfere in
their elections, and to endeavour, if possible, to remove
men of independent fortunes or character from the magis-
tracy to make way for their own political or personal ad-
herents.

The Porice of Edinburgh has hitherto been defective ;
and the tranquillity of the city has in ordinary times dc-
pended more upon the good morals of the inhabitants than
upon any arrangement adopted for their protection. Of
old, the citizens performed a species of personal service
for defence of the town, called watching and warding.
By this the trading part of the inhabitants were bound to,
keep watch in person alternately during the night, to pre-
vent or suppress occasional disturbances. In the progress
of manners this personal attendance was found extremely
inconvenient 5 and the citizens were convinced that their
own ease would be promoted, and the city more effec-
tually protected, by a commutation of their services in-
to money, to be paid by them for maintaining a regular
guard. ‘

Conform to this idea, the Town-Courcil; in ‘A. D.
1648, appointed a body of sixty men to be raised, whereof
the captain was to have a monthly pay of L.11:2:3
Sterling, two lieutenants of L.2 each, two serjeants of
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L.1, 5. three corporals of L.1, and the private men of Fdinburgh.
15s. per month. No regular fund being provided to de-
fray the expence, the old method of watching and ward-
ing-was quickly resumed ; and those on whom .this ser-
vice was incumbent were become so relaxed in their dis-
cipline, that the privy council informed the magistrates, if
they did not provide a sufficient guard for preserving or-
der in the city, the king’s troops would be quartered in it.
Ugpon this forty men were again (1679) raised as a town-
guard. This body was, in the year 1682, augmented to
108 men at the instigation of the Duke of York. The
appointment of the officers was vested in the king, who
was also declared to have a power of marching this corps
~wherever he thought proper. To defray the expence of
this company, the: council imposed a tax upon the citi-
zens, and the imposition was ratified by the king. Upen
the revolution, the Town-Council represented to the estates
of parliament, that they had been imposed upon, or com-
pelled, to establish a town-guard, and complained of it as a
grievance which they wished to have removed. Their
request was granted; and the citizens had recourse once
wmorc to watching and warding. So speedily, however,
did they repent themselves of the change, that the very
next year they applied for the authority of parliament to
raise, for the defence of the city, a corps of no fewer than
126 men, and to assess the inhabitants for discharging the
expences. Since that period the number of this corps, which
is called the town-guard, kas been very fluctuating, and
of late amounts to only 75 private men. From the great ex-
tension of the city and suburbs within these last forty years,
the city-guard has become completely inadequate to the care
of its numerous streets and lanes during the night. In E.
dinburgh very few shop-keepers of any consequence inha-
bit the house in which their shops are sitvated. Thus pro-
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Edinburgh. perty of immense value is left under no other protection

Public
Fevenue.

than that which an ordinary locked deor affords; and
hence it has occasionally happened, from there being no
watch in the public streets, that very great depredations
have been committed, by shops being entered into with
false keys. This is the more likely to occur in the most
public streets; because, after the shops are shut, Edin-

‘burgh is often extremely ill lighted during the night—a

circumstance to be ascribed to two causes: the deficiency
or mismanagement of the revenue allotted to that object ;
and the exemption from city taxation which in Edin-
burgh is enjoyed by almost the whole members of the
profession of the law—a privilege established in their fa-
vour in former times when lawyers were few, and when
the courts of justice, being ambulatory, required to be
tempted by such an inducement t6 fix their residence per-
manently in one city. It has been proposed of late, and
the community at large have assented to the necessity of
the measure, that a general system of police should be
adopted for protecting, lighting, and cleaning the streets.
As the magistrates of the ancient royalty are aware, that a
reluctance might exist to entrust to them the funds or the
power requisite to carry into effect such an institution, it
has been agreed, that the heads of some other public bo-
dies, together with a representation of the more wealthy
inhabitants, shall undertake this trust.

The REVENUES of the Incorporation or Town-Council
of Edinburgh form a very intricate subject, upon which
much has been said and even written. The affairs of zll

_ public bodies are- usually conducted in a profuse and ne-

gligent manner ; and as the magistrates of royal boroughs
in Scotland are not accountable in any legal process to
their fellow-citizens for the management of the revenues
with which they are entrusted, it naturally follows, that
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the revenues of the city of Edinburgh should in gene- Edinburgh.
ral have undergone the fate of similar public establish-

ments. At the same time, as this borough has frequently

been divid:d by faction, the conduct of its magistrates has

often been scrutinized with an unjust asperity, which,
however, hasin general produced the beneficial effect of
preserving it more tolerably correct than is said to have
occurred in more obscure boroughs.

The proper revenue of the city of Edinburgh consists
partly of certain duties or taxations; such as the impost
on wines, the shore-dues at Leith, the duties collected at
the flesh, poultry, fish, meal, and other markets ; the an-~
nuity, -or ministers stipend ; partly of their landed pro-
perty, such as Leith and Bruntsfield Links, Calton-hill, 2nd
Meadows, with some hounses and shops in Edinburgh and
Leith ; partly of their feu-duties, as those of the mills on
the Water of Leith, of the houses in the New Town, &ec.;
partly of what is paid for private water pipes. Besides
these, there is a statutory revenue arising from a tax of
two-pence Scots on every Scots pint of ale or beer brewed
within the city or imported into it.—~The debts of the city
are very great; and disputes have of late occurred between
different parties in the Town-Council about their amount,
in the same way as in Parliament about the amount of the
national debt.

The city-treasurer of Edinburgh, who is, in virtue of Treasurer
his office, 2 member of the Town-Council, is no maore ?,‘;f;f.’;f’m’
than town’s cash-keeper. To collect the revenues, and
keep a state of them, is the duty of a different officer. ~As
the branches of the city’s revenues are various, and many
of ‘them “consist of very numerous but trifling articles,
it was found. impossible for the treasurer, during his con-
tinuance in office, to acquire a thorough knowledge of the
town’s affairs. Besides, had he understood them fully,
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still their multiplicity required a labour. and attention in+
compatible with the management of a separate business.
For these reasons the Town-Council, in A. D. 1766, ap-
pointed an officer with an adequate salary, whose sole bu-

_siness it.should be to collect and keep an-accurate state of

the city’s revenues. This officer is called the City Cuam-
BERLAIN .

The Magistrates of Edinburgh still possess very ample
powers in the administration of justice. By some of their
old charters; particularly by one from James the Third,
whom they rescued from imprisonment in the Castle; the
most exteénsive authority; legislative, judicative, and exe-
cutive, is bestowed upon them; and in consequence- of
grants from successive sovereigns, which in barbarous
times they contrived to interpret very extensively, they
issued edicts, tried offences committed against these edicts,
and, as executive officers, they saw their own sentences
put into execution. They granted monopolies of all sorts ;
such as the exclusive privilege of kecping stage-coaches
to run between Edinburgh and Leith; of japanning, of
printing burial letters; of printing newspapeis on cértain
days of the week, and many others. By an edict in
March 1695, they prohibited women from selling ale or
other liquors, and ordained that no vintner should em-
ploy a female servant, They repeatedly prohibited wo-
men from wearing plaids under heavy penalties, and from
tucking up any part of their cloaths over their heads.
They ordained (19th July 1593), that young women,
who, as daughters of burgesses, were entitled to the free-
dom of the city, if they did not enjoy an unspotted fame
at the time of their marriage, should forfeit the freedom
of the city, both for themselves and their husbands ; and
by another edict they declared, that such young men as,
baving finished their apprenticeship, should marry the
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daughter of a freeman, should be admitted members of the Edinburgh,
guild ; but if they married the daughter of any other per-

son, or did not marry at all, they should not be received

into that frateraity till they had undergone an additional
servitude of eight years. During the first rage of the re-
formation from popery, also, they made various violent

and even sanguinary statutes against the adherents of the

ancient faith.

The Lord Provost cf Edinburgi] is styled Rzght Honour-Rack, &c. '

able, and is high sheriff, coroner, and admiral, within the ‘;,frg",zi"ora'
city and liberties, and the town, harbour, and road of
Leith. He has a jurisdiction in matters of life and deathr.
He was an officer of the Scottish parliament, is president
of the convention of royal boroughs, colonel of the trained
bands, commander of the city-guard and of Edinburgh
jail. Within the city he has the preccdency of all the
nobility and great officers of state upon all occasions, walk=
ing on the right hand of the King, or of his Majesty’s
commissioner, and has the privilege of having a sword
and mace borne before him. The magistrates are justices
of the peacé and sheriffs depute ; and the Town-Council
are patrons of the university, and electors of the city’s re-
presentatives in Parliament. They have the right of pre-
senting to all offices of trust, honour, or emolument, de-
pending upon the city.

Ths Lord Provost and Magistrates have one or other of
them an extensive civil, and a still more ample criminal
jurisdiction.  The courts held by them arc, the criminal
court, the bailie court, the ten merk court, and the dean
of guild court.

The powers of the Lord Provost of Edinburgh and of Criminal
the Bailies, who are considered as his deputies as judgcs]umdlmm
of crimes, are extremely extensive, though of late they
have been less frequently exerted. Instances exist on re-
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Edinburgh.cord of  trials before them for murder, and all inferior

Bailie
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Ten Merk

Court,

Dean of
Guild
Court,

crimes, such as house-breaking, theft, forgery, using of
false keys, lifting dead bodies from the grave, celebrating
irregular marriages, publishing defamatory libels, &c.

What is called the BarrLie Gourt is held by one
of the four bailies, who sit for three months alternately.
In this court actions for debt are competent to any amount
against a party who is an inhabitant of Edinburgh. This
court tries frauds against the city’s revenue, and has a power
of valuing and selling ruinous houses within the borough;
that they may be rebuilt in case the proprietors shall re-
fuse’to rebuild them.

What' is called the TEN MErk CoURT is held by one
of the bailies. Its name expresses the extent of its juris-
diction ; the sum of 11s. 13d. being the highest amount
for which any action can be brought before it, éxcepting
actions for servants wages. This court meets weekly. A
party condemned to make payment must do so imme-
diately, or go to prison.

The DEaN oF GuiLp Gourr regulates buildings with-
in borough, and is very necessary in Edinburgh ; where
the height of the houses, and the manner in which they
are crowded together, occasions many disputes. The bu-
siness of the Lord Dean of Guild, as he is called, is to
take care that the buildings within the city be erected ac-
cording' to law ; that encroachments be not made upon
the public streets; also, to judge between adjoining pro-
prietors concerning the limits of their respective proper-
ties; to consider the state of buildings, whether they be
in such condition as to threaten damage to those dwelling
in them, or to the neighbourhood; and to grant warrant
for repairing, pulling down, or rebuilding them, according
to the circnmstances of the case. ;

The dean of guild has a council of five appointed to
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him, whose opinions he consults ; but if it be a matter of Edinburgh.
miuch importance, as the ordering a house to be pulled  °
down as ruinous, he does not proceed but upon the verdict

of a jury of fifteen men, half merchants halfitradesmen, l

who are specially called for the purpose. :

As the bailies and dean of guild of Edinburgh, who act Town's as
as judges in those courts, cannot be supposed qualified, =™
from their etducation or habits, to decide upon the elabo«
ratc written pleadings which are frequently laid before
them in questions of importance, the Town-Council als
lows a salary to four ordinary assessors, who are mems-
bers of the faculty of advocates ; -and these gentlemen de«
termine all such causes. . The magistrate only annexes his
subscription, to give authority to the decision. . His Ma-
jesty’s advocate and solicitor are at times consulted as exa
traordinary assessors. A

As the Town-Council of Edinburgh are superiors of Baron bais
the Canongate, Portsburgh, and Leith, they appoint ccr-hc'
tain of their own number bailies of these Zoroughs of ba-
rony. They are called the Baron Bailie of the Canon-
gate, Portsburgh, £5c. The one appointed for Leith is
called the Admiral of Leith ; because within that district
he has a jurisdiction in maritime affairs. The baron bai-
lies appoint one or two inabitants of the respective baronies
their substitutes. These are called resident bailies. They
hold courts in absence of the baron bailies for discussing
civil causes of small moment, and deciding in petty ofs
fences. . -

Edinburgh has a Prisox adjacent . to the church of St Prisoth
Giles, which was built by the citizens in 1561, and desti-
ned for the accommodation of the parliament and courts
of justice, and for the confinement of debtors and of crimi-
nals. By the change of manners, it has long, been unfit
even for the last of these purposes. Since 1640 this build«

Vor. I. H ‘
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Edinburgh. ing has been used solely for a jail. The apartments in it
g o

Bridewell,

are narrow and miserable ; but of late years the magis-
trates have put them within into a state of cleanness,
which in former times was unknown. Without, it is
one of the greatest deformities of the city. It stands
in the middle of the High Street, and exhibits an ob-
ject which, both from its destination and its architec-
ture, is equally displeasing. An intention has long ex-
isted to erect a new prison upon a’better plan, adjoining
to the courts of justice ; but the want of money, which in
this world obstructs many good and many evil designs,
has hitherto impeded the accomplishment of this object.

In the middle of the Canongate’ is a court-room for the
magistrates of that district and a Prison. These were
built in the reign of James the Sixth. This prison is well
aired, and has some decent apartments. Debtors of the
better sort are usually taken to it. ;

On the Calton-hill, to be seen from the North Bridge,
is a correction-house or BRIDEWELL, built within these
few years. It is astrong stone fabric. The principal
part of the building is in the form of the letter D, with a
house for the governor at some 'distance opposite to the
northern or rectilineal part of it. The whoele is surround-
ed by lofty walls, betwixt which and the house is an area
Iaid out as a garden.

This is said to be one of the most complete buildings of

‘the kind in Britain. It consists of five stories; the upper-

most of which is used as an hospital for sick prisoners and
for store-rooms, &c. The other four stories are laid but
in the following manner: A passage goes along the middle
of the semicircular part of the building with apﬁrtments
on each hand. The apartments on the outward side of
the ‘curvature are smaller than those on the inner side.
They are double the number, and are used as separate
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bed-chambers for each of the persons confined.  The a- Edinbusgh.
partments on the inner side of the semicircle, of which
there are thirteen in each ‘story, are allotted for labour.
They have a grate in front, and look into the inner
court. Opposne to them, in the flat side of the build-
ing, is a dark apartment with narrow windows, from
which, without bveingA seen, the governor can see how the
prisoners in the apartments for work are employed.” The
court, or space in the middle between the flat and semi-
circular part of the building, is toofed in at the top'; and
a great part of it is covered with glass, so as to light the
whole. On the floor of the area is a stove, which during
winter heats the wholc apartments allotted to labour.
There is also a pulpit, from which a chaplain preaches on
Sundays; and the prisoners come into the flont apart-
ments to attend the service.

The bed-chambers, looking outwards to the country,
are lighted by a long narrow window in each. The win-
dow is glazed. The frame in which the glass i3 fixed is
of iron. It turnson pivots fixed at the top and bottom,
so as to be opened and shut at pleasure. Each bed-cham-
ber, which is about eight feet long by seven broad, is fur-
nished with a bed and a bible. The frame of the bed is
of iron, and the bed consists ‘of a straw mattress of the best
quality. The whole floors and partitions of the building
are of stone. No wood is used excepting for the doors
of the apartments. There dre cells, however, for soli-
tary confinement for male criminals, in which the frames
of the beds are of wood, lest, by breaking them, tools or
weapons of 2 dangerous nature should be obtained. Large
cisterns, supplied with water from the city’s reservoir, are
placed at the top of the house, from which the water iIs
distributed to the different stories, and to a kitchen, wash-
ing house, and baths, on the ground floor.

e
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Edinburghs  The, institution is managed with great care. Besides

being superintended by the magistrates of Edinburgh, the
sheriff of the county once each month visits every corner
of it. It is kept in a state of the most perfect cleanness.

- The prisoners, when first received, are clothed in a uni-

Royal Ex-
change.

form belonging to the place ; and their own clothes, after
being cleaned, are preserved for them till their dismission.
They remain during the day in the apartments allotted to
labour, from which they are always dismissed as soon as
it becomes dark to their bed-chambers. The women
spin, and fhe_ men picl; oakum. Their food consists of
oatmeal porridge with small beer for breakfast and sup-
per ; and for dinner, of broth made of fat and vegetables,
resembling what in Scotland is called shearer’s 2ail (reap-
er’s broth.)  Those that exert any tolerable industry are
allowed bread to their broth, and also a larger portion of
porridge., Only one death has occurred in the house du-
ring the last four years ; and in that case the individual
who died had comne into Bridewell under a complication
of diseases. In truth, the food, clothing, good air, and
comfortable lodging, which are enjoyed in this place, are
far superior to what the greater .number of its inhabitants
can expect to obtain on their return to the world at large.
To reside here, therefore, is 2 punishment from moral and
not . from physiéal causes ; that is to say, because it is
attended with the loss of freedom and of society, and be-
cause it is a place of infamy.

For public business the city of Edinburgh is furmshed
with an EXCHANGE, on the north side of the High Street,
adjoining to the spot where the cross formerly stood. It
was begun to be built in 1754, and finished in 1761, at an

_expence of L. 31,500, including the price of some ruinous

houses, which were pulled down to make way for it.
The ExcHANGE is an elegant building of a square fi~
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gure, with a court in the centre. 'The principal part of Edinburgh.
the building forms the north side of the square, and ex-

tends from east to west 111 feet over wall, by 51 feet

broad. Pillars and arches, supporting a platform, run

along the south front, which faces the square, and forms a

piazza. In the centre, four Corinthian pillars, whose

bases rest upon the platform, support a pediment, on

which the arms of the city of Edinburgh are engraved.

This building is to the south, or main front, 60 feet ; but,

by reason of the extreme inequality of the surface, is to the

gorthern 100 feet high. The extreme dimensions of the

whole building amount to 182 feet south and north by

111 feet east and west upon the north front, but upon the

south front 1477 feet. This fine building has never an-

swered the purpose for which it was intended. Instead of
assembling here for business, the merchants and. others

still continue to meet upon the open street, where the cross
formerly was, and where they remain exposed to all the

severity of the weather, as their ancestors did before the -
means of obtaining better accommodation were prepared.
In the view which we have given of the High Street, the
front of it is seen on the left. The station of the spectator
is nearly in front of it.

Adjoining to the North Bridge, on the steep declivity Markets.
of the hill, are the MARKETs of the city for the sale of
butcher’s meat and fish. They ascend by flights of steps
one above another. The fish market is lowest ; ‘and far-
ther up the hill, but communicating with it by an open
stair, is one division of a butcher’s market, which com-
municates in like manner with another division higher up;
and that with a still higher area, in which veal and poul-
try are sold. Above this last is the market for vege-
tables. The wholeis thus laid out in a manner and situ-
ation as convenient as .lhe territory on which the city of
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Edinburgh. Edinburgh stands will perm1t. The markets are kept in
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Palace of
Holyrood-

house,

a ]

good order.

For butcher’s meat there are three market-days each
week, Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday; and on these
days the greatest proportion of business is done. The in-
stitution of market-days is of ‘great importance in a bo-
rough, On ordinary days, the members of the different
1ncorporatmns possess the exclusive privilege of supply-
ing the market with all sorts of commodities; and were
this privilege strictly adhered to, the natural effects of
monopoly would convert every borough iuto a desart.
On market-days strangers are allowed to expose their com-
modities to sale, and thus to enter inta competition with
the privileged burgesses; a circumstance which obliges
the latter to deal reasonably with their fellow-citizens.
And as the magistrates derive a revenuc from strangers
bringing goods to market, they are led to protect and en-
courage the institution: accordingly there are market-
days established in Edinburgh for all sorts of commodi-
ties ; Tuésday for oat-meal, in a market-place in the Cow-
gate ; the same day for woollen yarn in the part of the

_ High Strect called the Lawn-market ; Wednesday is ap-

pointed for horses and cattle, and also for ‘grain, shoes, &c.
in the Grass-market, and wooden utensils on the High
Street below the Tron Church, &c.

POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS.

WrrH regard to its Political Establishments, it may be.
remarked, that Edinburgh to this day exhibits the whole
institutions and arrangements peculiar to the capital of an
independent kingdom ; the person of the sovereign and of
a legislature being all that is wanting. In particular, the
royal palace.of Holyroodhouse, a residence of our ancient
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kings, still remains a monument of the good tasie and of Edinburgh,
the magnificence of our forefathers. ‘ o

This building has undergone various changes. -The
north-west towers were built for a royal residence by
James the Fifth. It was afterwards burnt by the English
in the minority of Mary Queen of Scots, but was speedily
repaired, and was rendered a more extensive building than
the present. It consisted of five courts; great part of
these, however, were burnt by Cromwell’s soldiers. It
was ordered to be repaired at the restoration ; accordingly
the principal part of the present fabric was designed by
Sir William Bruce, a celebrated architect in the reign of
King Charles the Second, and the work was executed by
Robert Mylne, who was interred and has a monument in
the park adjoining to it, or rather in the burying ground
of the ancient monastery.

The Palace is 2 magniﬁceht stone fabric, consisting of 2 Description
square, on all sides decorated with piazzas, and a spacioysﬁfcg’e pas
walk; We have given a view of the interior of the
square. The-western part or front consists of two lofty
double towers, joined by a beautiful low building or gal.
lery,adorned with a double ballustrade above, in the middle
whereof is a magnificent portico decorated with high stone
columns, which snpport a cupola in form of an imperial
crown, underneath which is a clock. Above the porch
or principal entry are the royal Scots arms, as borne be-
fore the union. The other three sides of the square are
lofty and noble, of three stories in height. The great
stair-case is equal in grandeur to the rest of the building.

The gallery on the north side is 150 feet long ; but the
breadth is only 273, and the height 18. This apartment
is hung with pictures of a race of an hundred and cleven
monarchs through an imaginary series of two thousand
years. They are of no value, and many of them are
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Edinburgh. much defaced. This is said to have been owing to Ge«
neral Hawley’s having thought fit, after the defeat of the
royal army which he commanded at Falkirk, to quar-
ter his beaten troops in the gallery of this palace; and
they who had fled before undisciplined and ill-armed
highlanders here manifested their loyéltjr by defacing and
“cutting in picces what was supposed to be the representa-
tions of the Scottish monarchs. The same well-discipli-
ned troops, about a foftnight thereafter, burnt down the
royal palace of Linlithgow, after enjoying in it a night’s
lodging. Here also is the room in which the elections of
the Scottish peerage are at present held. It was anciently
the royal dining room ; adjoining to it is a drawing room
and state bed-chamber. The rooms are wainscotted with
oak ; and the festoons of flowers and foliage over the
doors and mantle-pieces are well executed. Near to the
long gallery, in what are called Lord Dunmore’s lodgings,
is a celebrated painting of Charles the First, and his queen
in a sort of Vandyke riding habit ; a horse for his Ma-
jesty and a palfry for the Queen are also introduced ; the
whole in a very masterly manner. Here are also full

- length pictures of their present Majesties by Ramsay.

This magnificent palace, after having long been applied
to no useful purpose, and threatening to fall into decay
from' being no longer possessed and kept in repair, was
recently rendered interesting and conspicuous by beco-
ming the retreat of a part of the first royal family in Ey-
rope, whom the terrible career of the French revolution
had compelled to retire to this sanctuary for insolvent debt-
ors. « The east part, together with the south wing, con-
tains the suit of chambers which the Count d’Artois
(Monsienr), and the nobility and clergy who attended
him, inhabited. These have been fitted up with consi-
derable elegance. Excepting these, the only apartmepts
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which are worth viewing are those belonging to the Duke Edinburgh.

of Hamilton, hereditary keeper of the palace. Stran-
gers are usually led into'Queen Mary’s apartments, in
the second floor of which her own bed stiil remains,, It
is of crimson damask, bordered with green silk tassels
and fringes, and is now almost in tatters.” The cornice of
the bed is of open figured-work, but of a light execution.
Close to the floor of this zoom, a piece of wainscott, about
a yard square, hangs upon hinges, and opens a passage to 2
trap-stair, which communicates with the apartments be<
neath.  Through this passage Lord Darnly and the cther
conspirators rushed to murder Rizzio. The Queen was
then suppmg, with the Countess of Argyle and Rizzio in
attendance, in a closet off her bed-chamber about twelve
feet square, the present porth-west tower of the palace.
Rizzio -was forced out of the closet, dragged through the
bed-chamber into the chamber of presence, where, being
picrced with redoubled wounds, he expired.

Adjoining to the Palace are to be seen the beantiful Go- Chapel of

thic ruins of the Chapel or Church of Hol yroodhouse,
which is all-that 'now remains’ of the wealthy Abbey of
Holyroochouse (domus sancte crucis). We have given a
view- of the chapel, and have represented entire the inner
stone work of the great window, though it was broken
down within these few years by a violent gust of wind.

Holyrood-
house.

/%‘{o‘

P9

The abbey of Helyroodhouse was founded by King David ‘&nafnt ab-

the First, A. D. 1128, and was richly endowed. He e

bestowed on the canons’regular of St Augustice, to which
order it belonged, the church of Edinburgh castle, and
those of St Cuthbert’s, Corstorphine, Duddingston, and
Liberton in the county of Midlothian, and of Aerth in
Stirlingshire. *The priories of St Mary’s Isle in Gallo-

way, of Blantyre in Clydesdale, of Rowadill in Ross, and -

of Crusay, Oronsay, and Colunsay in the Western Isles,
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Edinburgh. gls0 belengod to them. King David granted to the ca-

ey e - ol ¥
nons the privilcge of erecting a borough between the town
of Edinburgh and church of Holyroodhouse, which still
retains the name of the Canongate, with a right to hold
martets in it. He also gave them portions of land in dif-
ferent parts, with a most extensive jurisdiction, and 2 right
of trial by duel, and the fire and water ordeal. He allot-
ted to them certain revenues, payable out of the Exche-
guer, and out of other funds, with the fishings, and the pri-
vilege of erecting mills on the Water of Leith, which, from
the name of the body in which the privilege was vested,
are still termed the Canon mills.
- Besides the grants already mentioned, various privileges
were bestowed on this abbey by succeeding sovereigns ;

~ so that it was deemed the most opulent religious founda-
tion in Scotland. Its annual revenues at the reformation
were 442 .bolls of wheat, 640 bolls of beer, 560 bolls of
oats, 500 capons, 2 dozen of hens, 2 dozen of salmon, 12
loads of salt, besides a number of swine, and about L. 250
Sterling of money.

At the reformation the superiority of the Canongate,
North Leith, and a part of the suburb of Pleasance, and
barony of Broughton, were vested in the Earl of Rox-
burgh., The Town-Council of Edinburgh purchased
these superiorities from the earl, A. D. 1636, and obtain-
ed a charter of confirmation of the same from King Charles
the First, A. D. 1639.

The church of Holyroodhouse suﬁ'ered considerably
when the English burned down the palace upon their in-
vasion by sea, A. D. 1544. However, both church and
palace were speedily repaired. At the restoration, King
Chatles, or rather his brother the Duke of York, after-
wards James VII. having resolved to rebuild the palace,
and at the same tim¢to give the church a complete re-
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gair, ordered that it should be set apart as a chapel royal in Edinburgh.
all time coming, discharging it from being used as the pa- g oand
rish ¢hurch of the Canongate, which it had hitherto beeh.

It was ac;ordingly fitted up in a very elegant manner : A

throne was erccted for the sovereign, and twelve stalls for

the knights of the order of the thistle ; but as it was ac«
commodated with an organ, and as mass had been cele~

brated in it in the reign of James the Seventh, the popu-

lace, giving way to their fury at the revolution, destroyed

the ornaments of the inside of the church, leaving nothing

but the naked wails. They even broke into the vault

which had been used as the toyal sepul¢hre, in which lay

the bodies of King James the Fifth, of Magdalene of

France his first queen, of the Earl of Darnley, and others

of the monarghs and royal family of Scotland. They also

broke open the leaden coflins, and carried off the covers,

but left the rest. Those walls which could withstand or

were spared by the fury of a mob, have since been brought

to the ground through the extreme unskilfulness of an ar-

chitect. :

As the roof of the church was becoming ruinous, the
Duke of Hamilton, beritable keeper of the palace, repre-
sented its condition to the barons of Exchequer, and craved
that it might be repaired. To this effect an architect and
mason were censulted. The walls of the church were
already six hundred years old, and were in a frail condi-
tion ; yet these persons sagely proposed, instead of putting
a light slate roof on it, to cover it with flag stones; to sup-
port which, no small quantity of stone-work would be nc-
cessary about the roof. They accordingly gavein a plan
and estimate of the work, amounting to L.1003, which
was approved of by the barons of Exchequer, 1th August
1758. The new roof soon injured the fabric. A report
was made to the barons by another architect in A. D.
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Edmbm‘ghw 1766, that the church would speedily become rumous if

King’s
park.

St Antho-
ny’s chapel.

.

the new roof was not taken off, as the walls had never been
intended for so vast a load. Nothing was done in conse-
quence of this report ; and the roof fell in on the °d De-
cember 1768.

- The environs of the abbey of Holyroodhouse were for-
merly considered as a sanctuary to crirfxinal's; and they
still ‘afford an asylum for insolvent debtors. Adjoining
to the palace there is an extensive park, first enclosed by
James'the! Fifth, all of which is a sanctuary. Thisis a
very singular piece of ground'to be in the near neighbour-
hood of a populous city. It is little else than an assem-
blage of rude and lofty hills, rocks, precipices, morasses,
and bogs, crowded together into a narrow compass. In
the memory of people not long since dead, the level stripé
at the foot of the hill, which, from'the Duke of York’s
having delighted to walk in it, bears the name of the
Duke’s walk, and was covered with tall ozks; but now
there is not a single tree in its whole boundaries. Indeed
it is extremely doubtful, if, except at the bottom, there
were ever any trees on these hills; the height of the
ground and barrenness of the soil being very unfavourable
for their growth.

At no great distance from the palace, at the foot of the
"greater hills, are still seen, on the ‘'summit of a small and
rugged hill, the ruins of the Chapel and Hermitage of St
AxTrony. The hermitage was a beautiful Gothic build-
ing, well suited to the rugged sublimity ofthe sequestered
spot on which it stands. It was 43 feet long, 18 broad,
and 18 high. At its west end was a tower, 10 feet square,
and about 40 feet high. The whole, however, is passing
rapidly into complete deccay, though it has still the aspect
of a’venerable and romantic ruin.

These hills, over which not only the insolvent debtors
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residing in the sanctuary, but the public in general pos- Edinburgh.
sess the privilege of rambling at large, form an object of
some curiosity. Some sequestered spots are to be found
among them which exhibit a portion of the rudeness_and
solitude of a wild and uncultivated territory, while at the
same time they are actually sitnated not only in the midst
of a populous country, but within a mile of 80,000 people.
We have already noticed the varicd and extensive proé—
pects which they afford from different peints, too numerous
to be mentioned in written dessription. One circumstance,
however, ought not to pass unnoticed : This park or col-
lection of hills ‘has of late years been subdivided by stone
walls of masonry into inclosures of a moderate size. In
forming the inclosures, steps or styles have indeed been
left for passengers ; bat these have been formed in such a
manner as to render it ay all times difficult, and in windy
weather not a little dangerous, to pass from one fleld into
another. Thus tlie benefit of the park, as a place of ex-
ercise, is in a great measure lost to valetudinarians. -In-
deed a considerable effort and some courage are nccessary
to pass the lofty and slippery styles which have been
formed over the stone walls most recently erccted.

These hills possess considerable treasures worthy of the
investigation of the mineralogist and the botanist. Basaltic
columns are to be seen at one spot overhanging a foot-path
that leads from Edinburgh to the village of Duddingston.
The rocks chiefly consist of the kind of stone here called
whin-stone, which is used for paviug the streetsy rand which
was at one time sent by sea to London for that purpose. Va-
rious mineral strata are found below this rock, with speci-
mens of jasper and other stones. Asa considerable varicty
of climate exists within this park, which includes some fer-
tile valleys, together with a mountain of 700 feet in height,
the utmost variety of plants have been discovered in it,
both aquatic and alpine, and all intermediate sorts, to the
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Edinburgh. amount of above 400 species. On the south it is bound-
Dudding- ed and adorned by a lake, called Duddingston loch, which

ston loch.

in winter is resorted to by young men from Edinburgh for
the amusement of skating. This lake produces a very exten-
sive variety of indigenous plants. The chiefuses, however,
of these botanic treasures has hitherto been, that by decay
and resolution, they form at the bottom of the loch or lake
a rich black mud, which constitutes an excellent manure.
Strong reeds grow at the west end of the lake in great
abundance and luxuriance, and cover above four acres of
ground. These have been employed by weavers to sup-
ply their looms, and form besides a2 most valuable thatch
for any species of houses; which, by the strength and
hardness of the fibres, resists the attacks of sparrows, mice,
and the common vermin which infest and deface straw

. roofs. This lake is in summer covered with flocks of

Mint.

coots, which when young form a tolerable variety for the
table. They remain till the closing of the ice totally ex-
clndes them from the water, when they emigrate to the
sea, and return with the first thaw. Wild duck, teal, and
water hens, also frequent the lake. Swans, originally im-
ported tame, breed in it prolifically, and form one of its
picturesque ornaments. The fish which are found in the
lake are, pike, perch, and a profusion of cels; twenty do-
zen of 'which have been killed in an evening by the aid of
a barbed spear, trident, or rather sexdent. _

In Edinburgh, as the capital of Scotland, besides a.'royal
palace and park, the whole other remnants or memorials
of departed royalty are still found. In the Cowgate the
Scottish MiNT still exists; and although money is no
longer coined there, the succession of officers of the Mint,
who have apartments in it, is still kept up ; but they are
now nothing more than sinecure places. A bell is, how-
ever, rung by the proper officer at the hours at which the

servants of the Mint in former times repaired to their em-
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ployment., Within these few years the gates were shutEdisburgh.
carefully every evening as in former times, till this prac-

tice was complained of as inconvenient by the modern in~
habitants. ? "

There is also a commander in chief, with a suitable staff, Mlitary.
usually appointed over the army in Scotland ; and he na<
turally resides at Edinbargh. There is entrusted to him
the command of the whole military force stationed in Scot-
land.—It";iJay also be remarked, that, ih addition to the
king’s troops stationed in the castle, and in barracks to the
eastward of the city, there are volunteer corps of inhabi- Volunteers-
tants, who have taken up arms for the national defence, )
and are reguiarly clothed and disciplined, to the amount of
betwixt three and four thousand effective men. One regi-
ment of 1100 consists of gentlemen furnishing their own
uniform, and receiving o pay, who are all dressed on
field days in the finest scarlet. There are also several
companies of sharp-shooters elegantly dressed, besides 2
body of volunteer cavalry. The remainder of the volun-
teer corps receive an allowance from government in pro-
portion to their attendance ; but the officers in all the corps
are gentlemen who serve gratuitously.

There have been bodies of armed volunteers in Edin-
burgh at different periods ;-at the revolution, during the
rebellion in 1745, and during the American war. On this
last occasion they assumed the appellation of the Edin-
burgh Defensive Band. In the end of the year 1704, in |
consequence of the war of the French revolution, the sys-
tem was taken up on a more extensive scale. A regiment
of gentlemen was formed, and afterwards in 1797 some
other regiments of an inferior class of ‘persons were en-
rolled and disciplined. During the short interval of tran-
quillity nnder Mr Addington’s administration, they were
all dismissed, but were again resumed upcn the com-
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Edinburgh. mencement, of ‘the present war with Bonaparte. - The aps
by—.)

Court of
Session.

pearance of the regiments under arms is accounted not in-
ferior to_that of the troops of the.line ; and there is little
doubt that, in case of invasion, providing they were not
injudiciously employed in distant firing, which might pro-
duce disorder, but brought to the charge aux armes blanches,
without burning gun-powder, their individual sense of cha-~
racter, together, with their personal strength, aided by the
coolness and intrepidity natural to northern nations, would
render them at least a match for any equal number of men
that could be brought against them. .y
There exists in Edinburgh, as in former times, a com-
plete establishment for the administration of justice. The
principal courts of law are three in number: A civil, a cris
minal, and a revenue or exchequer court. The supreme ci-
vil court is stylea the CourT oF SEssioN. This courtwas
established in its present form in 1532. In former times, as
Scotland was always in danger of losing its independence
by an English invasion, the Scots were accustomed to look
for protection and assistance to France; and the institutions
of that country were therefore favourite objects of imita«
tion. Hence the Court of Session appears to have been
instituted, in some measure, after the model of the ancient
French parliaments. This court was appointed to consist
of fifteen ordinary judges, seven churchmen, seven lay-
men, and a president, whom it behoved to be a church-
man. Besides these, the lord chancellor had a right to
preside and vote in that court when he thought proper ;
and the king might also appoint three or four peers of the
realm extraordinary lords, as they were called, with 2
power to take their seats on the bench, and vote when they
thought proper ; a privilege which he never failed to
exercise. This part of its constitution was a great nui-
sance. Men, ignorant of the laws in general, and unac-
quainted with the particular cases in which they interfe-
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red, who had no salary for their trouble, and who on these Edinburgh.

accounts could not be expected to attend the court but
when instigated by personal interests or political views,
were not ashamed to take their places amidst experienced
judges, and to thwart the ordinary course of justice. ~ This
pernicious part of the mstm'tlon was abrogated since the
accession of the House of Hanover. The judges of this
court are now appointed by the crown from among the
body of advocates or barristers of at least five, or writers
to the signet of ten years standing ; but, in practice, in-
stances of the latter being raised to the bench are extremely
rare. ‘The court at present consists of a president and
fourteen other judges. Each of the fourteen sits for a
weck alternately in the outer bouse. The judge so sitting
is called the Jord ordinary ; and except certain causes sup-
posed to be of peculiar interest and importance, or to which
the law allows unusual dispatch, which can at once be
brought before the whole\ lords, he discusses all the new
causes that are put in to the roll during the week that he sits.
in judgment. These causes are seldom determined upon
a single hearing ; and the judge has a2 power of altering his
own sentence as often as he inclides. Each of the lords
comes once or oftener in the week to the oufer house, to
hear pleadings, or give judgment upon those causes which
came first before him when he sat as lord ordinary ; and
upon which many written cases, or representations 2s they
are called, may have already been laid before him. If the
parties do not zcqui¢sce in the lord ordinary’s judgment,
which in matters of any importance is often the case, ap-
plication is made for altering the sertence by a printed pe-
tition, which is presented to the whole lords. Besides pe-
titions, various printed papers are produced, under the titles
of states, cases, proofs, informations, answers, replies, and
duplies : yet not notwithstanding these voluminous pa-
Vor. I. . I
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Edinburgh. pers, the lords will often hear pleadings in the same cause,
\——v—~

‘and these so diffuse as to occupy the court durmg a whole
week, sometimes three weeks. Indeed it is a misfortune
attending the mode of conducting business before this court,
that its multiplicity is so great as to maké it impossible
for the judges to do their duty without subjecting them-
selves to very slavish drudgery.

Jurisdiction . The Court of Session, or, as they are called ‘the Lords
ofthe Court
of Scssion. Of Council and Session, possess 2 supreme civil jurisdic-

tion, liable, however, since the union, to the review of the
House of Lords. This mark of subjection before that pe~
riod was not imposed upon them ; for, by the law of Scot-
land, no appeal lay from the Court of Session to the Par-
liament. They do not judge maritime nor consistorial
causes, nor those which are proper to a court of freehold-.
ers, or the Lord Lyon in the first instance; but the decrees
of these different courts are subject to their review. They
possess a criminal jurisdiction, not only in those matters
which may arise incidentally. in civil causes, such as per-
jury and forgery, but also in the crimes of usury, deforce-
ment, or resistance to the officers of the law, wrongous im- -

~ prisonment, fraudulent bankruptcy, and others; and al-

though they cannot indeed punish capitally, yet whipping,
imprisonment, pillory, and perpetual banishment, are clas-
sed among the number of the pumshments which they
once inflicted.

Their power is chiefly important upon this account, that
they act both as judges and jury; and that they act at
once as a court of law and as a court of equity, not bound
by strict forms when they appear inconsistent with justice.
In virtue also of a statute, empowering the Court of Ses-
sion to make rules for regulating the procedure which oc-
curs before them, and for the speedy execution of justice,
they exert a kind of legislative authority. By edicts, call-

N
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ed acts of sederunt, they not only regulate the forms of Edinburgh.

procedure before the court, but, like the Roman pretors, o

they declare the principles upon which, in certdin cases,

they intend to administer justice. Thus, by one of these

acts of sederunt, they superseded an express act of parlia~

ment, which regulated the mode of removing farmers:

from their possessions, and established a new mode. By’

other acts of sederunt, they ordained that all bankrupts

should continually wear an upper coat, of which the .one’

half should be of yellow cloth, and the other of brown,

aad upon thexr heads a party-coloured cap of the same

sort. They understand themselves tobe in some measure

successors of the Scots privy council, and as entitled to

provide a remedy for every evil or irregularity that may

occur in society, against which no other provision is made.

Accordingly they have fr cquently fixed the prices of pro-

visions, and have given authority to magistrates to compel

all inn-keepers and dcalers in poultry to declare upon oath

at what prices they had sold poultry, dressed or undres- )

sed ; so that it might be discovered whether the standard

prices were conformed to. Upon the death of commissa-

ries in the ecclesiastical courts, and of sheriff-deputes, they

have been in use to grant commissions to persons to exercise

these offices till they were of new filled up by the crown.
In ancient times, the great defect in the constitution of-

this court was that, obtaining their places from the crown,

and consequently by means:of political influence, and

amounting at the same time to a considerzble number of

persons not under the inspection or controul of a jury, the

judges were extremely apt to sacrifice the interests of justice

to those of their patrons and kindred. Accordingly Bishop

Burnet mentions in his time an instance of a nobleman of

high rank, who was : ccused of anxiously endeavouring to

influence the nomination of the judges of the Court of Ses-

Ie2
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Edinburgh.sion, because he had many important law-suits in depen~
: deace. Nor does it appear that justice was administered

; in. this court with a complete purity, excepting by the

’ English commissioners during the usurpation, till the le-
English ju--gislative union-between Scotland and England.—Here we
2:,’:::- cannot avoid taking notice of that truly honourable cir-
. cumstance, which is the highest glory of the English na-

tion, and gives them a moral superiqrity over eyery, other
people ; that is, the correct administration of justice which
at least in civil causes they at a very early period of their
history established in their country. Hence arises their
habitual respect for their magisirates, aud their fair and
equitable conduct in commercial dealings, which ensures
at once their prosperity and the tranquillity of their coun-
trye Every man acquires an independence, and at the same
time a moderation, of character ; the natural result of the
persuasion, that he has no other master than law and rea-
son, and that every other upright and industrious man en-
joys similar security with respect to him. This first and
most complete of all political blessings the English nation
Have gained, not merely for themselves, but they Lave dif-
fused it wherever their influence has extended. And thus
they have given rise to a train of prosperity, not founded
upon the character of individual rulers, bu,t‘fupon public
aud general virtue. It could only be from the circum-
stance of their possessing the law of England as their rule
for administering justice, that the American states, with
scarcely a shadow of political government to contrb_ul op;
influence their. conduct, were enabled, by the mere habit
of giving obedience to law and to reason, to pass ‘throngh’
the late tempestuous period of revolutionary - politics free
from war abroad or a convulsion at home. It is from the
same cause that English colonies almost uniformly énd
vapidly prosper. - No sooner did-Scotland ¢ome into com-
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plete contact with the English nation by the treaty of Edinburgh:
union, and obtain a right of appeal from Scottish courts to
a court in which an English judge presided, and in ‘which
English lawyers could along with our own appear as pracs
titioners, than the spirit of clanship was banished from the
Scottish courts : they immediately assumed the character
of impartiality which they found to prevail in the supreme
court of review. Accordingly, the defects which now ext
ist in the supreme civil court of. Scotland seem to be
chiefly these, that the office of a judge in it is intolerably
Iaborious, and that the process is somewhat tedious.

In England, where 2 jury, called from among the mass of
the people, acts as a constant spy or check upon the judges,
and where, in proportion to the extent, the riches, and the
population of the country, they are extremely few in num-
ber, the judges avoid as far as possible incurring any sort

“of responsibility, and shelter themselves, either by lea-
ving cases to the conscience of the jury, or by taking care,
in the opinions which they deliver, to repose upon the

- authority of their predecessors. When a previous deci-
sion can be pointed out, fixing the rule of judgment in any
particular question- at issue, the eloquence of couusel is
from that instant disregarded: and, in the words of Sir
George M‘Kenzie, the cause is dispatched in an instant,
like a hare seized in her den ; because the judge contents
himself with getting quit of the matter by stating that to be
law which had formerly been called Jaw. If the public are
dissatisfied with their law as thus established, they are at
liberty to have recourse to the legislature for an alteration.

"In the supreme civil court in Scotland, the judges, who
hold their places for life, not being attended by a jury,
upon whom to throw the decision, are anxious to prevent
their own determinations from becoming suddenly final.
They review them with anxiety, and endeavour to render

-

3
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Edinburgh. them acceptable to the public, from' the intelligence and

" fuimness  with which they are pronounced. Hence it is
probable, that in this court causes are  far more carefully
investigated, and an ultimate decision pronounced with
more correctness and deliberation, than in the southern
part of the island ; but this very circumstance prolongs
the discussion, rendering it tedious to the parties and la~
borious to the judges. As almost all the cases of any con-
sequence, also, are finally decided in a court consisting of
fifteen men, who are compelled by statute to deliberate in
public, such a number of persons cannot fail to entertain,
and frequently to express, contradictory opinions. Hence
some people have been disposed to regard the court as too
:much resembling a popular assembly, in which precedents
are in danger of being rashly undervalued.

At the same time, as the judges of this court must by
its constitution consist of professional men, precedents ‘are
respected,. though not in that implicit manner that is done
by the English judges under the inspection of a jury, and
without the countenance of a numerous court. The deci-
sions, therefore, of the Court of Session are quoted in the:
pleadings of lawyers, and possess considerable authority
with the judges; but they are seldom understood so very
completely to decide a case asin England, or to render
the efforts of eloquence or of reason utterly unavailing.

Something similar may be discovered in the judicial
establishments of Greece and Rome. In Athens, the judi-
cial authority appears to have been lodged in very nume-
rous assemblies of the people ; the consequence of which
was, that they had eloquent pleaders, but that their law
néver grew .up, bj a train of precedents, into an establish-
ed system of jurisprudence. In a new assembly, under
the influence of a new orator or pleader, the principle
which had been settled was completely revérsed, and

5 -
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laid open for future discussion. In Rome, on the con- Edisburgh.
trary, the judicial authority was vested in 2 single judge,
the pretor; or at most in'a few preetors. He decided, like
_-the English judges; upon the law, ard remitted the fact to
the cognisance of arbitraters; of whom g list was annually
made up, and who consisted, like the persons liable to serve
on English juries, of nearly the whole citizens of unexcep-
tionable character. Asthe prator, like the English judges;
did not always venture to encounter public criticism by
deciding questions from his own judgment, but sheltered
himself under the opinions of his predecessors in office;
the Roman law grew up, like the law of England, into
a system of great magnitude and of venerable authority.
This had never occurred among the Greeks, for the reason
already mentioned, that their crowded tribunals daily
overturned what their predecessors had established:

The supreme civil court in Scotland possesses a mixt
character between tlie Greek and the Roman systems of
jurisprudence. The tribunal consists of professional meny
who are sufficiently few in number to establish by their
decisions a system of law possessing considerable influ-
ence ; at the same time the judges are sufliciently nume-
rous to leave room for the effects of future cloquence, and
to prevent the law, upon many points, from becoming 2b-
solutely fixed and certain. |

The salaries of the judges of this court are not high in
proportion to their trouble and their rank.. That of the
president is at present L.3000, and of the other judges
L.1280. Such of them as are judges of the criminal
court have a further salary on that account.

The practitioners before this court are, as in England, Practition:
barristers, called advocates; and attorneys; who receivef;‘s‘,,f’f o
the appellation of agents or men of business. The advo-
cates are persons of liberal education, who undergo exa«
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Edinburgh. minations upon the Scottish and Roman laws : they ‘dlse
pay upon their admission a sum of money, which has been
increased at different periods, and at present, including
perquisites to inferior officers, amounts to nearly L.170.
The agents, who' conduct the causes, but are not pleaders,
are of different orders. The first class are styled writers

Writers to_or clerks to his Majesty’s signet. They possess the ex-

ts}c]e 8 Clusive privilege of writing summonses and. other writs
which pass in the king’s name. They serve an appren-
ticeship of five years, paying an apprentice fee of L.100,
and sums to the society of writers to the signet amounting
to an' additional sum of L.110. They also undergo an
examination at their admission. There is likewise an in-
corporated soc1ety of solicitors before the supreme courts,
who serve an appreuticeship of three years, and pay
a moderate sum at their admission. In addition to these,
every advocate is entitled to nominate a first clerk, who
‘possesses the privilege of acting as an agent before the
court. ’ mrixy

Character It has probably arisen fiom the competition for respec-

‘t’ifdﬁfcf:ac'tability to which this division into classes or orders has

“given rise, that Scotland has been the first country in mo-
dern Europe that has produced a class of practitioners in
the secondary department of the law, who are generally
considered as possessing uncommon respectability, and are
extremely jealous of their personal reputation. The writers

: to the signet, as a body, precede the othersin rank ; but the
emulation of personal respectability produces a conside-
rable degree of equality in the different orders of practition-

-ers before this court. The same character also communi-
cates itself in a very great degree to the inferior. officers of
the law, to whom the execution of the decrees of the coitrt
are entrusted, called messengers at arms. We hear much in
Lngland of the inhumanity of bailiffs, and of the habitual



MIDLOTHIAN. 137

cruelty of their characters. In Scotland nothing similar is Edinburgh

known. Unless on suspicion of a design to fly from the

kingdom, no man’s person is arrested for a civil debt till af-

ter a full discussion in a court of law. The attorney or agent

who obtains the decree against him is a man of character,

jealous of his own reputation, and who will not rashly be-

come accessory to any act of severity. The messenger at’

arms whom he employs naturally participates in the same

sentiments, and considers the laws of humanity as para-

mount to every other obligation. If an insolvent debtor

is imprisoned, he can compel his creditors, on a surrender

of his property, to afford him subsistence in prison ; and,

by a formal action, in which he brings proof that the

events which occasioned his bankruptcy have not been

fraudulent or criminal, and that he has made a fair surren-

der of his effects, he may obtain a decree of the Lords of

Council and Session, protecting his person, though not his

property, against the effect of any prior debts. Thus no

practitioner of the law in Scotland, and no judge when

compelling fulfilment of civil obligations, is under the ne-

cessity of hardening his mind against the feelings of hu-

manity ; because he knows that he is not delivering up 2

human being to the misery of hopeless imprisonment, as

is often done under the law of England in similar cases. Court of
The supreme criminal court of Scotland is called the! T

Court oF JusticiarY. It has a power of reviewing the

decisions of all inferior courts ; but it is understood that

no appeal lies against its decrees to the House of Lords.

Anciently the Fustice dyre, or Court of Justiciary, was

the supreme court, civil as well as'criminal; and causes

of both kinds were tried in it by juries. It retained its

civil jurisdiction some time after the institution of the

Court of Session ; but it is now abolished. The judges

in it formerly were, the Lord Justice General, Justice
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Edinburgh. Clerk, and ‘certain assessors added to them by the privy
D e

council, who were chosen from among persons not versant
in the laws, and whose commissions only lasted during
the particular trials upon which they were appointed to
preside. A constitution so highly improper was altered
by Charles II. and the court modelled into its present

" form. It now consists of the Lord Justice General, who

Form of
procedure.

is always a peer of the most distinguished rank or influ-
enre, the Lord Justice Clerk, and four Commissioners of
Justiciary, who are also Lords of Session. The ‘office of
Lord Justice General bears a similar relation, in the Court

-of Justiciary, to that of one of the extraordinary lords for-

merly in'the Court of Session, and, like these too, ought
to be abolished, were it not on account of the trial by jury
used in this court, which renders the office harmless.

The judges of this court go on circuit to the principal
districts of the country, where they hold courts twice
a-year. Upon these circuits they possess a civil juris-
diction, by way of appeal, in causes below L. 12 Sterling;
and in these they proceed without a jury.

In criminal trials before this court the peremptory chal-

, lenge, that is, the power of setting aside jurymen withont

assigning a reason, is not allowed to the accused party ;
but in every other respect the form of procedure is more
favourable to him than in England. He must be served a
fortnight before his trial with a full copy of the indictment;
with a list of the witnesses against him, and of the names
of forty-five men, out of whom the jury of fifteen are to
be appointed. Hec is also in every case, contrary to the
English law, allowed the assistance of counsel, who, be-
sides examining and cross examining the witnesses, have
the privilege of addressing the jury after the counsel for
the crown has ended. This last privilege, in cases where
men little accustomed to ‘judicial procedure are to be ad-
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dressed upon points of law, and questions relative to the Edinburgh.

import and validity of testimony, is evidently of such im-
“portance, that an able pleader by means of it might some-
times find it no difficult matter to render it almost imprac-
ticable to  obtain a conviction of the party accused, were
it not that-its effect is in some measure done awa;y by the
liberty allowed to the presiding judge of addressing the
jury after the pleadings are closed, and of pointing out
-any fallacy or sophistry in the train of argument that has
been employed. The necessity of deing so, however, is

apt to give to strangers an unfavcurable impression of the

character of the judges when compared with that of their
brethren in England, where the judge is under the neces-
sity of acting as a kind of counsel fer the person accused,
on account of his having the assistance of no other counsel.
The Scottish practice, however, is incomparably the most
favourable for the person standing on his defence; be-
cause the judge, if convinced of his innceence, will not op-
pose him; ard there is always a chance that the pleadings
of the counsel for the accused party may prevail in the
mind of the jury over the opinion of the judge when gi-
ven on the side of condemnation.

Court of

In the CourT oF EXCHEQUER revenue causes z2lone aret*chequer

tried. It was established in its prcsent form in conse-
quence of the treaty of union, and trials proceed in the
English manner. The judges of this court are, the High
Treasurer of Great Britain, with a Chief Baron and other
four Barons, who must be either serjeants at law or Eng-
Yish barristers, or Scottish advocates of five years standing.
All may plead before this court who can practise in the
Courts of Westminster Hall or in the Court of Session.
The whole members of these three courts, with the
-practitioners before them, constitute an incorporation eall-
ed the College of Yustice, which was instituted by James
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Edinburgh.the Fifth. The jaodges of the Court of Session are styie?i

_senators-of this college or incorporation. It includes ad-
vocates, writers to the signet, agents, the first clerks of
advocates, the clerks of the courts, and the attorneys in ex-
chequer. The whole members: of this incorporation,
forming the most wealthy and not the least numerous class
of persons in Edinburgh, possess the privilege, as already
noticed, of paying no taxes to the city of Edinburgh for the
support of the clergy; the city guard, lighting the streets,
or any other purpose ; and it will readily be believed that
this privilege has greatly contributed to render the police
of Edinburgh defective.

Parlizment  The three supreme courts were long aécustomed 6

house.

meet in the house formerly'appropriated to the Scottish
parliameht, and which was built by the city of Edinburgh.
The court of exchequer is now removed to certain apart-
ments in the Royal Exchange. The present parliamert
house, where the courts of session and justiciary sit, was
begun A. D. 1631, and completed A. D. 1640 at the ex-
pence of L.11,600 Sterling. The parliament house is
built.in the shape of the letter L. It is 133 feet long by
98 broad in the widest end, and 60 in the narrowest; and,
from the singularity of the area on which it is reared, al-
though the buildings be 60 feet high, yet upon the north
and east sides, which are the main fronts, it is but about
40 fect above ground. The great hall is 122 feet long by
49 broad. Over one of its entrances facing the east are
the arms of Scotland well cut on stone, with Mercy and
Truth on each side for supporters; and this inscription,
Stant bis felicia regna, importing that these virtues make
kingdoms happy ; and under the arms this motto, Unio uni-
cnum, relating not only to the union of the two crowns, but
signifying that their influence was necessary to the main-
tenance of it. The room for the mecting of parliament



Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®



Trawn By A farve

=
L
<
&=
o
-
2
“
-3
A5
=
2
i

milcrs Radibihad B Tomor &,

REGISTER OFFICE



MIDLOTHIAN. 141

had on that occasion an high throne for the sovereign or Edinburgh.

ey
royal commissioner, with,benches on each side for the
nobility and bishops, and forms conveniently placed in
the middle for the commoners. Without the area there
was a pulpit for sermons to the parliament on particular
occasions, and behind the pulpita large partition for others.
besides the members to hear the sermons and debates of
the house, when they thought fit to allow it. It must be
observed, that the parliament of Scotland consisted but of
one house, composed of the three estates, anciently the lords ~
spiritual, the lords temporal, and barons and commission- .
ers from the boroughs, but after the revolution, of the-
lords temporzl, the barons or knights of the shire and the
boroughs, who sat and voted together. In the east wall
of this room is a marble statue of the Lord President For-
bes in his robes, erected by the faculty of advocates,
The practitioners aud others attending the court assemble"
here ; and it forms for the city of Edinburgh a kind of .
public exchange during the session of tlie courts, at which
men of business of all kinds meet. One or more judges
sit in different parts of it to decide the causes that come
before themselves. Adjoining to this apartment are the
rooms for accommodating the whole court of sessién or
inner house, and the court of justiciary. The lowest floor
of the parliament house is entirely under ground. Itis
laid out in six apartments, in which the advocate’s library
is accommodated.

The records of the courts of session and justiciary are Register of-
preserved in a splendid building called the RecrsTer
OfFice. The public recerds of Scotland have suffered
many disasters. When Edward the First alinost subdued
the kingdom, he carried off or destroyed its ancient re-"
cords, that no proof or marks of its independence might
;pmaiq. At a futyre peried, Oliver Cromwell conveyed



142 y MIDLOTHIAN.

Edinburgh. the greater part of the records then existing to London.

* Upen the restoration, a vessel carrying back to Scotland a
great part of these papers was shipwrecked; but some
that came in other vessels arrived safe. The public ar-
chives being in general preserved in apartments under
ground, or in wooden buildings, the Earl of Morton, then
lord register of Scotland, to avoid the danger of this mode
of preservation, obtained by a grant from his Majesty
L.12,000 Sterling out of the money arising from the for-
feited estates, to be applied towards erecting, upon a plan
that should render it indestructible by fire, a building
in which the national records might be safely preserved.
The sum granted having lain at interest for nine years,
a plan of 2 building was made out by Robert Adam, Esq.
architect ; and the foundation-stone was laid on the 27th
of June 1774 by Lord Frederick Campbell, lord register.
This ceremony was performed under a discharge of can-
non, in presence of the lord provest and magistrates, the
judges of the courts of session and exchequer, and a vast
crowd of spectators. ' :

This is acconnted by far the most beautiful of Mr
Adam’s designs. It has been correctly executed, and fi-_
nished with beautiful hewn stone. Itis situated at the
east end of Prince’s - Street, 40 feet back from the line of
the street, and looks along the North Bridge. The front
is in length from east to west 200 feet, and the breadth of
the building is 120 feet, including the diameter of the:
dome. What is built is only one half of the plan intend-
ed. In the centre is a large dome 50 feet in diameter, and
80 in height. At each corner of the froat is a liitle pro-
jection with a Venetian window ; and on the top a beau-
tiful stone ballustrade, with a small cupola. In the mid-
dle is another projection, three windows in breadth, and
four Cerinthian pilasters, supporting a pediment, within
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which there is a representation, in a composition, of ' the Edinburgh,
arms of Great Britain. The front is ornamented with a ’
fine entablature of the Corinthian order. The dome is
lighted from the top by a window 15 feet diameter, the
frame of which is of copper. The roof is divided into com-
partments richly ornamented with plaster of Paris work.
In the walls within are numerous arched divisions, dispo-
sed into presses, for holding the records ; the access to which
is by a gallery that encircles the whole building. Under .
the dome there has lately been erccted an elegant marble
statue of his present Majesty by the Hon. Mrs Damer.

- There are two elegant stair-cases leading to the various
chambers, where the records are kept and the apartments
for the clerks. The number of these divisions, when the
plan is completed, exclusive of passages, stair-cases, and
water-closets, is ninety-seven, which are all arched be-
low and accommodated with fire-places.

There is also established at Edinburgh an ADMIRALTY Admiralty
CouRrT ; the judge of which has the power of appointingwurt'
deputies. His decrees are subject to the review of the
court of session in civil; and to that of the court of justi-
ciary in criminal cases. He has a jurisdiction in all ma-
ritime causes ; and by prescription he has acquired a ju-
risdiction in mercantile causes not maritime. He is decla-
red by statute to be his Majesty’s justice-general upon
the seas, and in all crecks, harbours, and navigable rlvers,
beneath the first bridge.

The Commissary Court of Edinburgh was instituted Commis-
by Queen Mary, and is the general consistorial court for 7 %%
Scotland. It consists of four judges, nominated by the
crown from among the faculty of advocates. It has an
universal jurisdiction in questions of marriage and divorce,
and reviews the decrees of local commissary courts. * Be-
sides its universal, it has a local jurisdiction over Edin-
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Edinburgh. burgh and the four adjacent counties on the south side of
the Forth. Its nature is to sanction the appointment of
executors, and to ascertain debts contracted relating to the
last illness and funeral charges of persons deceased, or ob-

' ligations afising from testaments, or claims df persons re-
quiring aliment out of the effects of a person deceased. Tt
decides in actions of scandal, and upon all debts whlch do
not exceed L. 40. :

Lyoncourt, ~ The Lyon CourT was anciently of much 1mportance.

i The Lord Lyon, king at arms, was an officer of high rank
and antiquity. His oflice and station in Scotland are si-
milar to that of garter king at arms, in England. At the
coronation of his present Majesty, the lord lyon and gar-
ter king at arms walked abreast immediately preceding
the lord great chamberlain of England. Of old the lord
Iyon was employed in carrying public messages to foreign
states; and it is still his province to assist at declaring
war, proclaiming peace, &c. He derives his name from
the lion rampant, the armorial bearing of the Scottish
kings, which he bears on his variegated robes. He was
anciently installed into his office with the ceremony of a
coronation. The officers serving under the lord lyon are,
heralds, pursuivants, and messengers at arms. It is the
business of the last of these to execute all summonses be-
fore the court of session, to apprehend the persons of
debtors, and, in general, to perform the executive parts of
the law. It is the province of the lord lyon to adjust
matters of precedency, to marshal persons walking in pub-
lic procession, to inspect the coats of arms of the nobility
and gentry, to punish those who assume armsnot their due,
to bestow coats of arms upon persons deserving, to grant
supporters to peers, or other persons of distinguished rank,

_and t6 take cognisance of offences committed by messen-
gers at arms in the course of their office.
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“Thé office of lotd lyoni s fiow held ds & siheciire, and EAmbigh
g

the business is committed fo deputies, who exércise a ju<
risdiction over messéngers £t drms, fo the effect of depri=
ving them gf their office ; but the business of herzldry ha-
ving now fallen into disrepute, genealogiés afe said to have
been somntefimes enrolled in the books of the Iyon codrt,
and coats 6f arms granted, in a very neégligént mdnner.

Edinburgh being the chief towr of thé cotinty is theSheriff
seat of a Suerir¥ C€6urt. The Shefiff wag anciently ™™

the king’s lieutenant, and énjoyed ah exténsive jurisdiétion
both ¢ivil and criminal ; but of late yedrs a separate lotd
lieutenant is appointed, who with his députies takes thé
miandgenient of military affairs. In formef times, the sheriff
reviewed the decrees of the baron courts within hi¢ tefri-
tories. He mustered those milifary companies; of bodies
of militia, whose exercises were known by thé mame of
weapon shawings. He teeeived, and still confindés to
recéive, from the colléctors within his distfict, thé old
royal revenues, which he pays into the exchequér. He
sumnions 4 jury of forty-five persons, out of whom the
coutt of justiciary selects fiftéen t6 sit upon trials held bé-
fore them. He returns, as member of parliament for the
county, the person having a majority of suffrages iipon the
foll of freeholders. He establisties, by the assistaricé of
4 jury, the fiars, or rates which iust be paid for grain
that cught to be delivered when no precisé price is stipus
Fited. He fids a eivil jurisdietion, which, however, doés
fiot extend to contésts for the property of landed éstates’;
and a criminal one in cases of theft and othér ¢rimes of
lessér moment. The office is now exercised by a judge call-
ed the sberif-depute dnd by his substitutes. The sheriff
depute is appointed by the crown. He miust be a’ mémber
of the faculty of advocates of at léast thre¢ years standing.

Besides these cotrts there is annually held at Edinbirgh

Vor. L. K
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a: representative assembly called. the CONVENTION OF
Rovar Borougns. In ancient times the judgments of
the magistrates of boroughs were liable to the review:of

- the chambexlain of Scotland and his court of the four bo-

roughs. - This was an officer of great dignity and exten-
sive jurisdiction. He kept the accounts of the royal re-
venues and expences ; and he held circuits, or chamberlain
ayres (as they were called),' in the different boroughs, for
the purpose of reviewing the decrees of the magistrates,
of hearing complaints against them for mismanagement of
the public revenue, and for regulating the police ; but the
decrees of the chamberlain were themselves liable to be.
reviewed by the court of the four baroughs. This court,
in which the chamberlain presided,. was composed of cer-
tain burgesses of the towns of Edinburgh, Stirling, Ber-
wick, and Roxburgh, who were appointed to meet annu-~
ally at Haddington, to decide, as a court of the last re-
sort, npon appeals taken from the chamberlain ayres, and
to dcliberate and determine upon all matters respecting
the common welfare of any of the royal boroughs. When
the office of chamberlain was suppressed, the power of
reviewing the decrees of magistf_ates of boroughs was left
to the ordinary courts of law. The mauagemént of the
funds, or property of the borougﬁs, was left without con-
troul ; acircumstance which has given rise to many dis-
putes in Scotland ; but the power which the chamberlain
and his court exercised-of regulating matters respecting the
welfare of the boroughs',was transferred to the convention
of royal boroughs. :
This. court was instituted in the reign. of King ]ames
the Third, and appointed to be held yearly at Inverkei-
thing. It does not. :ippear, however, from the records of
the convention, that it met earlier than the year 1552. By
% statute of James the Sxxth this convention was appoint-
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&d to micet four times in the year in any borough they Edinburgh.

thought proper; and; to avoid confusion, it was ordained
that only one commissioner should appear for every bo-=

rough except Edinburgh, which should have two. By a.

subsequent statute, a majority of the boroughs, or' the city
of Edinburgh with any other six, were empowered to call
a convention as oft as they thought proper; and all the
other boroughs were obliged to attend it under a penalty.

The powers of the convention relate chiefly to the estas
blishment of regilations conceming trade and manufac-
tures ; and, in particular, they have repeatedly renewed 4
kind of commercial treaty with the town of Campvere in
the Dutch province of Zealand. As the royal boroughs
pay a sixth part of the Scottish land-tax, the convention
is empowered to consider the state of trade in the indivi-
dual boroughs, and to proportion their share of the land-tax
accordingly. Like all other politicai bodies, this conven-
tion hds 4t times attempted to extend its powers. They have
attempted to assume the important power of regulating
and altering the political constitutions of the boroughs, of
judging in all questions between boroughs, and between
burgesses among themselves, or concerning the election of
the magistrates, or their management of the public reves
nues or other concerns. But upon the most important of
these points their authority has been restrained by the
courts of law.

In Edinburgh; as the capital of Scotland, are held the g pera1as

meetings of the supreme ecclesiastical court, called the
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH. It consists of re-
presentatives from all the ecclesiastical bodies in Scotland,
and also from the royal boroughs ; a considerable majority
of which members are clergymen in orders : the rest
are laymen, who have been created in some parish what
is called ruling elders ; aterm expressive of their being
K'g

sembly of
c church,
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Edmb“fgh laymen or lay elders, and not clergymen, who are teaching

Leith.

" elders. This representative body, to which the king an.

nually sends a nobleman as his representative, under the

* appellation, of high commissionér, was once of great politi~

cal impogtance ; but in co,nsequ.ence‘ of a variety of cir~
cumstanges, it has of late become very manageable, and is
of li,t;‘le weight, At the close of this work we shall give
an account, of the singular republican constitution of which
it is the head.

LE1THis the port of Edmburgh. It stands at the mouth
of a small river of that name, and appearsto have been an-
ciently called * Inverleith. This word Inyer, prefixed to
the name of a river, is a frequent appellation in Scotland
of a town near the mouth of the river, or its confluence
with another, river. It is said to, be of Gaelic derivation,
The field of etymology, however, is,very wide, and al-
ways leaves room for conjecture. In the present in-
stance, for example, it is just as preobable that the word
Inver is of French as of Gaelic derivation. It may im-
ply that the town is. adjacent. (envers) to the river. The
Harbour is formed by the conflux of the Water of Leith
with the sea. The depth of the water at the mouth
of the harbour is at neap tides about nine, but in, high
spring tides about sixteen feet. It is entirely a tide hag-
bour ;,‘the‘ water in the river being. too, trifling to give
any important aid towards the navigation. About.the he-
ginning of the late century, the magistrates of Edinburgh
improved. the harbour at a great expence, by extending a
stong pier. to, 2 considerable distance into the sea. In the
yean 17717 they farther improved. it:by erecting an. addi~
tional, stong quay towards its, west side. It is accommo-
dated, with wet and dry. docks, and. other, convenienges for
ship, huilding, which is there, carried. on, to-some- extent ;
and, vessels come hither to. he repaired. from, vazious
quarters of the East coast of Scotland.

’
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‘Leith consists of two ‘parishes, called Sowzh and Noxth Edipbugh
Leith, from their situation upon different sides of the rie; .
ver. In/South Leith, the greatest part of the town is.in- {Z‘{g:“i"
cluded ; and also a considerable country district extending;
southwards towards Arthur Seat, and including the ‘an-
cient parish of ‘Restalrig.  South Leith contains’ m 1ts South
suburbs many fine houses belonging to wealthy merchants, i
and one or two streets, of this description ; but ‘in general
the town is -laid out in an irregular form with narrow
streets and lanes, which are usually extremely dirty. As
Leith has at all times been dependent upon Edinburgh, its
police ‘and other public affairs have been ill conducted-

The only market for butcher’s meat is a spot: which an
individual has appropriated to that purpose with a view to
derive profit from letting the stalls in it. -Leith is also
extremely ill accommodated with regard to fresh water.
The water in the wells is neither good nor abundant ; and
the inhabitants have never adopted any rational plan ' for
supplying themselves from a distance. 'Maitland mens
tions, that in his time, about the year 1750, they levied
money by a voluntary contribution, and brought water in
aleaden pipe of an inch and a half Were from a lake in the
parish, called Lochend. This lakeis about 500 yards in Lochend.
length, and half as muchin breadth. Tt is 'of considerable
depth, and is said.to abound in perches, pikes, and eels.
The water of it, hawever, was never good, for a reason
remarked by Maitland, thatitseems to'be supplied, ot
by springs, but mersly by the rain and snow which' fall
upon the neighbouring - fields; the watér from which 2
merely stagnates in this piece of-low ground. 'When the
great improvements, by means of the bridges, ‘were ¢ars
rying on in Edinburgh; the people’ of Leith ‘Contributed
to the ‘expence of these works, on ¢ondition 'that they
should receive a share of the new supply of water that
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Edinburgh. was about to be brought into Edinburgh ; but, as they

Restalrig.

were to receive no water till Edinburgh was fully sup-
'plied,' when they were to obtain the superfluity, they
were necessarily disappointed ; as it could scarcely hap-~
pen that a large city like Edinburgh, which was rapidly
increasing, should evér be found to have ‘too much water.
Maitland had' suggested to the people of Leith the pro--
priety of bringing their water in pipes from a plentiful
spring at the foot of the rocks of Arthur Seat and Salis-
bury Craigs ; but they had disregarded this judicious pro-
posal. The same advice was renewed to them at’the
time the South Bridge of Edinburgh was building, by the
late Earl of Haddington, to whom the right of pasturage
of these mountains hereditarily belongs; and his Lord-
ship offered to consent, gratuitously, te their using the
springs and cutting the ground for this purpose. But the
town-council of Edinburgh had sufficient influence to
prevail with the people of Leith to'trust to the hope of
obtaining & supply of water from Edinburgh. The con-
sequence was, that after laying pipes to Edinburgh, they
got no water, and were under the necessity of remaining

~ contented with the bad water of Lochend. . This water is

growing daily worse, and must probably soon be altogcther
pernicious and unfit for use. Much bad water from the
suburb called Quarry Holes already passes into it ; and if
the city should extend in that direction, it will be impos-
sible to prevent the natural declivity of the soil from cons
veying towards it much rain water from the streets.

South Leith has a parish church, in which the cure is
served by two clergymen.  As Leith once formed -a part
of the estate of Logan of Restalrig, it was situated in that
parish. . The ruins of the church of Restalrig are still to

“be seen about a mile to the eastward of Edinburgh. This
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church was founded by James the Third in honour of the Edinburgh.
Trinity and the Virgin Mary, and was endowed b'y;t‘he-__f"-—J
three succeeding monarchs. It was furnished with a dean,
rine prebendaries, and two singing boys. The bu‘ildiné was
highly ornamented with statuary and sculpture, represent=
ing the objects of religious worship. . When the General "
Assembly of the <hurch, in 1650, -zéaldust ordered all
churches to be purified of the relicts of popery, a report
was made to them by a cominittee, that it would be im-
possible. to accomplish the object with' regard’ to’ this
church without injuring the fabric ; upon which the Ge-
neral Assembly ordered it to bé‘pulled ‘down, and eritirely
demolished, as a -monument of idolatry !’ Some fragmients

of the walls, however, still' remain. ~The churcheyard is
still sometimes used .asa burying place.  In the middle

of it ‘there isa spaciousvault of a <<':irmlzir-ﬁgﬁré,‘«'with
yew ftrées on its- top, which was originally the':family -
vault of Logan of Restalrig, and row belongs to the Earl

of Murray. In consequence of the zealous mandate of
the General Assembly, the inhabitants of South Leith
resorted for worship to the chapel of ‘St Mary, which
was afterwards declared by authority of parliament: to
be the parish church of the district. It is a spacious-
handsome building, and is kept in good order. - As it was
found insufficient for the inhabitants, they erected,in 1712,

a chapel of ease for a clergyman upon the establishment
of the church of Scotland. The officiating clergyman is
nominated by his audience, and his salary is paid by means

of the rents of the seats in the chapel.~ The dimensions of”
this building within the walls are 72 feet by 52.

There is also an episcopal chapel at Leith ; and, as in
all towns of any conseqhence in Scotland, there are some
meetings of presbyterian dissenters.

Leith, being a dependency of Edinburgh, has no other
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¥dinhurgh public buildings of any importance excepting 2 prison, a}

Y7 which a guard is usually stationed from the regiment upon
duty for the time in the castle of Edinburgh; and a cus,
tom-house for the sake of the trade at the port: neither
of which buildings are gt all remarkable.

Incorpora-  Mary of Lorrain, queen dowager and regent of Scot-

23?31?f land, divided the inhabitants of Leith into four classes,
and erected them into incorparations. These were the
mariners, maltmen, trades, and traffickers, The first of
these consisted of ship-masters and sailors ; the second, of
malt-makers and brewers; the third, of coopers, smiths,
bakers, wrights, &¢. ; and the fourth, of merchants and
shop-keepers, Of these incorporations, that of the ma.
riners now makes the principal figure, in consequence of
their possessing considerable funds, and of their occa-
sional interference in the regulation of affairs relative to
navigation, Opposite to South Leith church there is 2
large house belonging to them, called the Trinity House,
from Its having anciently been an hospital dedicated to the
Holy Trinity, Some of their poor were formerly kept
here; but they have adopted the mare judicious mode of

" supporting them as out-pensioners.

Leithpank  Of late years the principal merchants of this town have
established a banking house, called the Leith Ranking Com-
pany, for the accommodation of each other, and of persons
engaged in trade. The company issues notes for small sums
payable to the bearer, and does business to a considerable
extent. This company is at present erecting a stately and
elegant building to be used asa banking house. ~ The Briq
tish Linen Company has also a branch established here.

South Leith is joined to North Leith by a draw-bridge
thrown across the harbour. Formerly the connection wag
formed somewhat higher up the river by a stone bridge

of three arches, which appears to have been founded by
Robert Ballantyne, abbot of the monastery of Holyrgods
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house, abont the year 1403. Ng:th Leith originally be. Edinborgh.
longed to the parish of Holyroodhouse ; but in the year
1630 g part of the parish of St Cuthbert’s was annexed to
it, and it was made a separate parish. This parish con- North
sists of about 170 acres, and includes the villages of North "™
Leith and Newhgven. It isin the parish of North Leith
that it has been thought practicable or advantageous to ex-
tend the harbdur of Leith ; and accordingly very extensive
works for that purpose are pow garrying on, though with
what success time only can determine. Inthe meanwhile,
however, they threaten to produce the dangerous effect of
augmenting the bar at the mouth of the old harbour, by
means of a depositation of sand, which within these two
years has been made there by the action of the tides. This
agcumulation of sand has already considerably narrowed the
entrance to the harbour. At Newhaven, which is about half
a mile to the westward, and is 2 small fishing village, the
water ypon the coast is deeper than at Leith. Hitherto the
passage- boats from Midlothian to Fife, and which belong
to Kinghorn in Fife, have sailed from Leith across the
Frith to the harbour of Pitcur near Kinghorn. This pas<
sage has always heen found extremely inconvenicnt; on
accouttt of its being interrupted many hours every day in -
consequence of the tide retiring from Leith, It has there-
fore been resolved to remove the passage to Newhaven on
the side of Midlothian, where no such inconvenience can
exist ; and to Burntisland on the opposite ¢oast, which is
an excellent harbour. With this view a high road has
been opened from Edinburgh directly to Newhaven, iny .
stead of the circuitous road by Leith; and a bridge has
been thrown over the Water of Leith at the point where
this road crosses it.

Noxth Leith has 2 parish church; an old building now
about'to be pulled down. A part of it was anciently calls
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Edinburgh. eq the Chapel of St Ninians, and was, like a part of the pa:
rish, a dependency ofithe abbey of Holyroodhouse.  The

Citadel most remarkable object, however, in North Leith is the ci-
tadel, or remains of-a fortification erected there by Oliver
Cromwell.  The traces are to be seen of some of the bas-
tions, together with a strong gate, which still forms the en-
try to the buildings called the Citadel.  After the restora-
tion, the fortifications were in a great’ measure demolished ;
and the site of them granted to the Duke of Lauderdale,
then prime minister for Scotland to Charles IT. - To'gra-
tify the rapacity of this unprincipled minister or favourite,
the Town-Council of Edinburgh, in the ‘year 1663, were
under the necessity of' purchasing the area of the fortifica-
tions at the price of L.6000 Sterling; at that period in
Scotland an enormous sum of money, ‘and sufficient to
have purchased a very large 1u d- estate.

Battery.  Towards the close of the American war, in conse-
quence of an -alarm occasioned by the appearance of Paul
Jones in the’ Frith.with'three armed vessels, a battery of
nine guns was erécted to the westward of the citadel for
the purpose -of defending the harbour of Leith. A party
of artillery constantly reside at this battery, which is kept
in excellent order ; and of late a con51derable park of ar-
tillery has been stationed here.

Newhaven, - +In consequence. of the superior depth of water at New-
haven, it might probably have proved a successful rival to
the harbour of Leith, !ad not such an event béen prevent-
ed’in early times by the influence of the city of Edin-
burgh, and more lately in consequence of the difficulty
of removing the great establishments or houses and ware-
houses of merchants which have been fixed at Leith.
James the Fourth erected at Newhaven a yard or dock
for ship-building, and a harbour for the reception of ves-
sels ; and it then received its present appellation. « A cha-
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pel was also erected and dedicated to the Virgin Mary Edinburgh,
and St James. The people of Edinburgh, having be- '-w--‘
come apprehensive that this port might prove prejudicial

to their harbour; of Leith, purchased it from King James

the Fifth, which necessarily prevented its further improve-

ment. The chapel fell into ruin after the reformation ;

but its area is still used as a burying ground by the inha-

bitants. i

On the side of North Leith the sea, or Frith of Forth, Encroach-

has a great tendency to encroach upon the land ; and to::clae.nt oLithy
resist its farther progress, it has of late been found neces-
sary to erect very powerful bulwarks of -stone. - In.the
year 1595, the Links, or level ground adjoining to New-
haven, and betwixt that village and Leith, were let ata
yearly rent of six merks Scottish money, and in the same
year the Links of South Leith were let at thirty merks.
The Links of Newhaven must therefore have been one
fifth of the dimensions of those of Leith, which form a
very extensive territory ; whereas at present the Links
between North Leith and Newhaven have- totally disap-
peared. A road has only been preserved at. a great ex-
pence ; and what must formerly have been a plain of con-
siderable magnitude is nothing more than a waste, which
is. twice daily flooded by the tide, and is thickly strewed
with fragments of stone, from around which the mould or
soil lias been completely washed away,

Edinburgh can in no respect be considered as a manu- Manufac-
facturing town ; a circumstance which greatly limits the """
commerce of thé port of Leith; because no cargoes can
here be procured to carry abroad to those countries from
which goods are imported. Notwithstanding that this is
true in general, several commodities are prepared in this
city and its neighbourhood to a considerable extent in parti.
cular branches. The most remarkable of these is the distil.
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Edinburgh. Iztion of ardent spirits from grain ; a most pernicions art,
hinbricg P grain ; P y

Whisky.:

" which has been carried to higher perfection in Scotland

than anywhere else in the world. The Earl of Lauder-
dale, in his Inquiry into the Nature and Origin of Public
Wealth, observes,  That the progress made of late years
in Scotland in the art of distilling spirits, affords 2 strong
illustration and example of the vast resources of humen
mgennity in abridging labour by mechanical contrivances.
-4 In the year 1785, a proposal was made to collect the
duty on the manufacture of spirits in Scotland by way of
licence, to be paid annually for'every still acéording toits
size, at a fixed rate per gallon,in lieu of all other duties.
¢ The London distillers, men the most experienced in
their profession, who agreed to the rate of the licence on
the gallon, supposed to be equivalent to the former duties,
declared themselves from experience satisfied, that the
time for working stills with benefit was limited to an ex-
tent perfectly well known, and that whoever exceeded
these limits would infallibly lose upon his materials and
the quality of the goods what he gained in point of time ;
and in conformity to their opinion, the duty was, in the
year 1786, settled upon the supposition that stills could
be discharged about seven times a-week.

“ Two years after this, in a2 memorial presented to the
lords commissioners of the treasury, the same men alleged,
that the Scottish distillers had, by the ingenuity of their
contrivances, found means to discharge their stills upwards
of forty times a-week :-And we since know, from a re-
port made to the lords commissioners of the treasury in
the year 1799, that 2 forty-three gallon still was brought
to such a degree of perfection as to be discharged at the
rate of once in two minutes and three quarters, which is
almost twenty-two times in an hour. It appears from
‘this report,‘ that the operation of distillation was capable
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of being performed in a still shorter time, and that the Edinburgh,
quality of the spirit was nowise injured by the rapidity of
the operation.” !
It is indeed a singular circumstance to see in the vici. g:nilizmng.

nity of Edinburgh, in different places, vast piles of build-
ing, consisting of immense granaries, with great works
for carrying on the different operations of malting, mash.
ing, and fermenting enormous quantities of grain ; and all
this in subserviency to a single pot of a moderate size,
which is used as a still. The whale art of distilling with
that prodigious rapidity to which the Scottish distillers
have attained depends upon this simple principle, that wa-
ter or any other liquid is heated or brought te the boiling
peint and evaporated with a.rapidity proportioned: to the
shallowness of the liquor. This consideration, as an im-
portant practical truth, appears to have been: first. effectus
ally and completely understood by the Scottish distillers;
and in proportion as government increased the duty upen
stills, they made their stills broader;.and the liquor 1a
them shallower : So that, by running off or forming: the
spirits with. prodigious rapidity, they paid no more: duty
upon the liquor which they produced wlien government
imposed L..108 upon every gallon that a still could con-
tain, than they had formerly done when a tax of L.3 per
gallon was imposed, or even than they did: when: the duty
was only 30s. The still now resembles a. large frying
pan of three or four inchesin depth; with:the cover so ad~
apted. as.to allow the exhaling spirits very freely to ascend.
A fire of prodigious intensity is kept constantly helow the
still.. That the: fermented: ale: in- the-still may not. borm,
and thereby give a had: taste: to the: spirits, it: is: constantly
stirred by an: apparatus;, whereby metal chains ave: dragged
along and around: the-whole bottom of the-still. Thereis
also.a somewhat. similar: appasatus. for boeaking-the: froth
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Distillation .

by stcam,

point.” These two sorts of stirring apparatus or tools work
within the still, but are moved by means of handles which
communicate with the open air by very tight apertures.
Thesstill must not be allowed to become dry for a moment ;
as in this case, not only would the spirits bé tainted with a
burnt flavour, but from the intensity of the fire under it, the
copper bottom would instantly be brought into fusion and
destroyed. Hence the most correct atteridance is necessary;
that before the still is completely emptied; new liquor
may be admitted. -No rectifying still is used ; but the
spirits, after being formed by a first distillation, are again
‘thrown into the still, and are understood to' come off suffi-
ciently pure. = They comeover in a full and rapid stream.

Afterall, itis believed that this art has scarcely yet reach-
ed its ultimate degree of perfection. On the 2d of August
1802, Mr Charles Wyatt of London appears to have ob=
tained a patent for conducting the process of distillation by
foreing the steam of boiling water through the liquor inz
tended to be distilled. - From the description given of
his process, the patentee does not appear to have exercis
sed it practically, or to have carried it to any perfection ;
but there is no doubt that it is capable of being imiproved
in such a way as in all probability to supersede ‘the or:
dinary mode of distillation. In autumn 1801, that is,
about eleven months previous to the date of the patent,
the editor of this Work applied this mode of distillation
to the formation of volatile alkali, and found it to succeed
admirably. Its advantages, when applied to the distilla-
tion of ardent spirits; would be these, that it would super=
sede the necessity of that dexterous management, which in
the present process is necessary to avoid -burning the lis
quor, and to prevent the foulness of the still.  With a
moderate expence of fuel, it allows the process to be con-
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ducted with the utmost possible rapidity. No pernicious Ediaburgh.
aceident can ever occur from the negligence of servantss
The still may even be formed of a wooden vessel ; and all
the operations of stirring . the liquor and breaking the
froth are avoided. Lastofall, the quality of the spirits is
secured, so as to be at all times the best possible, on ac-
count of the moderate heat employed in their formation.

The distilleries belonging to Edinburgh are three : One
belongs to Mr Stein at Canon Mills ; and two are con=
ducted by two brothers, Messrs Haig, the one at Lochrin
near the Meadow, and the other upon the Water of Leith
below Canon Mills.

From this pernicious though ingenious manufactory we Breweriex
willingly tu‘m, to one of a more advantageous nature,
which for the welfare of the community, it were much to
be wished could supersede the former ; that is to say, the
trade of brewing ale, which has of late years been carried
to great perfection in Edinburgh.. Formerly a brewer,
who had established his works in the southern district at
the Pleasance, Mr Bell, was more celebrated than any }
other in Scotland for the preparation of malt liquor ; but
his ale had the fault of being extremely intoxicating. Mr
Giles of Leith afterwards acquired great reputation for
preparing ale of uncommon beauty, capable of being pre-
served for a long period. Itis understood, however, to
be chiefly acceptable to persons of a peculiar taste, on ac-
count of its bitterness, arising it is supposed from the large
quantity and strong boiling of the hops used in its prepa-
ration, ~But the ale which has acquired the highest repu-
tation, and is now bought up with great avidity in Lon-
don and other distant markets, is that prepared by two
brothers who carry on business separately, Messrs Y oung-
er. When properly managed, this ale is as transparent as
Sherry, without froth or sediment, and of such a moderate
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‘acceptable. It were well that, in consequence of its grow
ing celebrity and popularity, it could find its way into ge-
neral use among the lower ¢lass of people to the exclusion
of ardent spirifs. A most gross and even imtioral error int
legislation was unfortunately committed in the budget of the
year1803 ; by which heavy dafies were imposed wpon malt
and ale, while at the same time ardent spirits were taxed
propottionally with great mildness. An error of this sort
¥ truly a misfortune to the community ; as it discourages
@ growing manufacture of a miost valuable sort, and gives
encouragement to one which an enlightened and virtuous
government would labowr to destroy.

Candles and seap are manufactured in Edinbargh and
Leith to 2 considerable extent. It would seem, however,
that in those parts of the country in which the ingenaity
of men: is chiefly dirécted towards the acquisition of
wealth by means of manufactures, greater skill is attain-
ed.in arranging’ the different branches; or conducting the
detail of business. It is certain 4t least, that although
the soap ‘manufictarérs of Paisley must come to Leith
10 putchase their matérials ; yet they for many years
have: been able to supply the public with soap of a su-
perice quality, of at ledst of 4 superior appearance, fo
that prepared 4t Leith, and to sell'it in Edinburgh at the
same' prices. . :

Tt is‘now about half a‘ century since 4 house' for' baking
sugar was establislied at Edinburgh, and another at Leith.
A manufactory hds also Tog beeti carried on in Leith,
whtich' consists of the preparation of different sorts of glass.
Tn the middle of the century before last, chopin’ Bottles
weré sold at' 4. 6d. per dozen, and’ other bottles i pro-
portion. Seon' afterwards: this article was' begun' to be
marniufactured in North: Leith; where chopirt' bottles were
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sold, A. D. 1707, at 2s. 6d. per dozen, andiso pfopor. Edinburgh,
tionably. The present old-Bottle House Company was
established A. D. 1746.: They began to work in tlie
bottle-house at North Leith ; but it beng bumt down du-
ring the first year of the partnersh]p, the company, in the
year 1747, built 2 new brick-house on the sands of South
Leifh; and the demand for bottles increasing, they built.
an additional one A.D. 1764. This. busmess gradually
came to be accounted so prosperous, that about: the year
1790 a new company was instituted. Both companics
preparc crystal as well as green glass, and have a conside-
rable number of furnaces. It is upon the whole ‘under
stood, however, that a general rule obtains in Scotland
with regard to, this and to every other braach of trade or
manufacture, that it is seldom attended with great profit
when it is requisite that it be conducted by a large compa-
ny of subscribers, who are under.the necessity of entrusting
the care of the business to managers ard other servants:.

Linen was for some time accounted the staple. manufac- 1 inen ma-
ture of Scotland ; and, as a branch of domestic industry, tufacture.
considerable quantities of it are still prepared by private fa-
milies for their own use, though by no means in the.same
proportion as was done by the more active and thrifty
housewives of former times. The market is now cliiefly sup-
plied from Ireland : at the same time the manufacture is
still advantageously carried on by a few persons in Edin-
burgh. = There is no woollen manufacture in Edinburgh,
excepting that of stockings, which, however, are not pre-
pared in sufficient quantities to supply the consumption,

The manufacture of carpets and of broad cloth has at dif-
ferent times béen ‘carried on, .but has been ultimately a-
bandoned. - Leather is prepared in different parts of the I cacher,
suburbs and in Leith to a considerable extent; and seve-
ral citizens have risen to no small degree of opulence by

Vor. I. 5 L
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this beanch of business. A trade has also of late years:
‘been carried on to a considerable extent, which consists of
the manufacture and exportation of shoes:

We are almost eatirely supplied with cutlery and jewel-
lery goods from England. Messis Cuningham near the
Earthen Mound aré the only persons, as already mention«
ed, who continue to carty on the business of plating goods.
Two or three' cutlérs prepare surgeons instruments, ra-
zors, and other dehcate ‘tdols, with considerable reputa-
tion. ‘Watch-makers, brass-founders, tin-plate workers,
and others;, carry on busmcss with success ; but by no
means to such extent as to supply the whole consump-
tion.  Between Edmburgh and Leith two considerable
iron founderies are established, in which ' cast iron goods
are prepared. A ‘button manufactory has also been esta-
blished of late years; and a pin manufactory has existed
during a considerable period.

In Edinburgh a manufactory has long been successfully
carried on'of sal -ammoniac and Glauber’s salts, and mu-
riatic acid or spirit of sea salt. ' The sal ammoniac is well
known to consist of two ingredients, volatile alkali and
‘muriatic acid. The volatile alkali; vulgarly called spirit of
hartshorn, i is obtained by the lixiviation of soot and distil-
lation of the hquor with quicklime. The muriatic acid or
spirit of salt is obtained from the residuary liquor -which
is left in the salt pans in the process of the manufacture
of salt from sea water which is carried on upon the neigh-
bouring coast. This residuary liquor, called &ittern, is of
a very mixt nature. It contains large quantities of sul-
phat of magnesia, together with muriat of magnesia and
common salt. Sulphuric acid or oil of vitriol being
mmgled with it, the muriatic acxd comes over in distilla-
tion, and leaves a residue, consisting of sulphuric acxd uni-
tsd with magnesia and with soda.  This residue is crys-
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Yallized, and sold under the nime Glauber’s salts. They Edinburgh.
are more bittér and purgative than the true Glauber’s salts.
Vast quantities of them are exported to London. The
muriatic acid being united with the volatile alkah and
evaporated and sublimed, forms the commion sal ammo-
niac. : ’
Magnesia alba is also mianitfactured in the neighbout= Magnesia
hood of Edinburgh. It is obtained from the bittérh or
residuary liquot of the salt works already méntioneds
Different processes are employed in this manufactiire by
different chemists. The mdgnesia is precipitated from
the bittern, either by 2 solution. of the purest -American
peéarl ‘ashes or by volatile alkali. In the fofmer mode of
proceeding; the solutions are mingled at a heat of about 120
degrees of Fahrenheit’s thermometer ; to which they aré
brought partly by héating the bittetn, and partly by ming-
ling it with boiling water. A large quantity of magnesis
is madé at once ; and it is washed by being placed in &
wooden frame, or large square vat or chest; with 4 false bot<
tom ; the upper bottom of which consists of a wooded grate
covered with a cloth of fine linen. A stream of water is al=
lowed to-run slowly-through the magnesia during ten o#
twelve hours, greatcare being taken all the while to prevent
the mass from breaking or falling into holesi ~If it is al-
lowed to stand till it'is cold before the stream'of water is
turned on it; the whole mass crystallizes; or acquires a gritty
texture;and is incépable of being washed. When thoroughly
washed, that is, wher thé water has continued to flow for
some time tasteless fromi it; it is cut into large pieces; and
these ‘are dried upon wooden frames in a stove. After
the lumps are dried; the crust which forms upon their outs
side is'scfaped off, and they aré packed in boxes for sale.
The part which is scraped off is grated down -to powder
by passing it through wire-cloth. -The powder is sold at
Lz '
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Edinburghs g clieaper rate than .that which is, in lumps, because it is
not so easily preserved in that state. Itis apt to attract
moisture from the atmosphere, and to acquire an unplea-
sant smell; but this may be removed by drying‘it.in a
heated apartment. = The properties of good magnesia are,
that it be extremely white, light, and tasteless. The two
former of these properties are easily attained ; because it
is, always abundantly white and light when precipita~
ted by means of a solution of pearl ashes of a due degree
of strength, and when not disturbed unnecessarily, or bro-
ken down after the precipitation.. The mest difficult part
of the process consists of the lixiviation, or of washing out
the salts from the magnesia ; and in this part of the pro-

\ cess it is said that some London manufacturers still greatly’
excel the Scotch. ; ! :

When/ the magnesia is, prec1p1tated from bittern by
means of volatile alkali, the process differs chiefly in con
sequence of the additional labour of preparing. the alkali.
It is obtained from the urine-of cattle, which is prgservéd
in casks or, cisterns till it becomie putrid. ,It is then dis-
tilled with the addition of quicklime, and volatile alkali is
produced ; which, however, ought to be rectified or puri-
fied by a new distillation before it 1s used. The volatile
alkali thus produced. does not precipitate magnesia from
bittern till it is aerated or united with earbonic acid or fix-
ed air.  This is performed by putting about -a third of
the quantity meant to be used into 'a. shallow vessel of
lead, and by passing along the surface of it a'stream of
smoke from.a charcoal fire ; ‘an operation which must be

- performed very gently to avoid evaporation. -When. this
quantity is sufficiently aerated, it is mingied with the re-
mainder of the alkali, and the whole is-fit for use. = The
operation then proceeds in the same manner as with pearl
ashes; but care is taken net to allow the washings of the
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‘miagnesia to. run to waste or to be lost. ~They are care. Edinburgh.
fully received into casks sunk in the ground, or pits lined e
with stone well cemented. The liquor washed “off from
the magnesia consists, in’ this- operation, of a-sulphat and
muriat of ammonia. - When distilled with the addition of
quicklime, it yields volatile alkali of a purer sort than
can be prepared directly from the urine of cattle, even af-
ter a great variety of distillations ;' because in all these
distillations a portion of volatile “oil comes over with the
alkali, and is never fully got rid of till the alkali has -
been combined with an acid. “The volatile alkali obtain-
ed from ‘the washings of the magnesia is in this process
treated as before ; that is, about a third of it is acrated,
or impregnated with fixed air by means of the smoke of
burning charcoal or coke of pit-coal. The quantity thus
aerated or imptegnated, when mingled with the rest of
the alkali, renders ‘the whole fit for precipitating magne-
sia or forming it from bittern: As there is a considerable
waste of alkali every time that the operation’ is repeated,
on account of its volatile nature, it is always necessary to
keep up the stock by a fresh supply of alkali prepared
from urine, which is mingled with the rest at every 6pe-
ration.

The magnesia prepared in this last mode by means of
volatile alkali, is never so light or spongy as that prepa-
red by means of pearl ashes, or by means of soda, which
answers equally well, and is sometimes used.. The infe-
rior quality of the magnesia, prepared by the second of
the above processes, seems chiefly to arise from two cir-
cumstances ; the first of which is, that the volatile alkali
formed in ‘the way now mentioned never is united to a
sufficient quantity of fixed air, whose presence always
grcat_iy aug'xnenfs the volume or bulk of any quantity of
magnesta, to which it attaches itsgf in the act of precipi-‘
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impurity of the atkali, which is never entirely freed from

foreign matter, consisting of 2 volatile oil. = This magne-
sia, however, is bought up in London, and supplies the
‘West India market, and that of the continent.of Europe.

" During 2 considerable number of years a manufacture

-of oil of vitriol, or sulphuric acid, has been carried on in

the neighbourhood of Edinburgh. Crude sulphur,’ beat
to powder (not sublimed sulphur), is mingled with unre-

{fined saltpetre, and is burned in chambers formed of sheet

lead. Thechambers are large, and a small quantity of wa-
teris inlaced in the Bottom of them, in such a way as to re-
main there broad and shallow. The chambers have several
openings; and into each aperture a porcelain sawecer, filled
with a mixture of saltpetre and sulphur, is placed. The
mixture is set on fire, and the opening instantly closed. The
saltpetre maintains the combustion of the sulphur without
the aid of the external air, and the smoke: gradually unites
with the water in the bottom of the chamber. When it
is found, by slightly opening the chamber, that the smoke
has subsided, the process is again renéwed, or new por-
tions of saltpetre and sulphur a.r’e put into the chamber and
set on fire. A large capital is requisite for this business ;
hecause a great number of chambers must be used to con-
duct it with activity, When the constant burning of por-
tions of sulphur and saltpetre in any chamber has been
tarried on during five or six weeks, the water or liquor
on the floar of the chambers is accounted sufficiently im-
pregnated with_the acid, It is then drawn off, and pour-
ed into stout leaden boilers, where it 1s brought to a state

. of ebullition; at which it is continued till a drop of water,

falling npon the liquor, hisses in the same ‘manner as when
watcr is dropt upon heated iron. The liquor is at this
#ime extremely high-coloured. It i3 next removed inta
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glass retorts, which are placed in a sand-bath upon a long Edinbargh.

furnace formed of bricks. In these retorts, which are
formed of stout bottle or green glass, the liquor is boiled
till it become perfectly transparent, which happens. in
about thirty-six honrs. Itis then nearly twice the weight
of an equal bulk. of water. It is poured into very large
bottles, which for safety are enclosed in wicker baskets ;

and in these it is sold under the.appellation of concentra-
ted o1l of vitriol. '

An article of modern luxury, which has gradually be- Coaches,

. . . &,
come extensive, has, during a considerable number of

years, formed a considerable branch of menufacture in
Edinbusgh 5 that is, the construction of coaches or car-
riages to be drawn by horses, Coaches are said to have
been first introduced into Britain A. D. 1580. A coach
8s mentioned: as coming to Scotland in the suite of the
English ambassador A. D. 1598 ; but the first intro-
duction of these carriages for the use of the people wasin
1610. At that-time Henry Anderson, an inhabitant of
Trail Sound or Stralsund in Pomerania, offered to brin}g
from that country coaches and waggens, with borses to
draw, and servants to attend them, provided an exclusive
privilege of keeping these carriages was secured to him.
To this effect a royal patent was granted him, conferring
an e¢xclugive privilege for 15 years of keeping coaches to
run between Edinburgh and Leith; for it was only for
these towns that this vehicle seems then to have been in-
tended ; and it was made unlawful te take more than twe
pence Sterling for the fare! of each passenger. Coaches
gradually abounded so much in Scoiland, that upon the
approach of the king’s commissioner to Edinburgh in
1700, he was met eight miles from the city by a train of
forty. coaches, the greater part of which were drawn by
six horses. At that time, however, the art of coach-ma-
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Edinburgh. king consisted only in repairing coaches that had been .
" made at London ; and afterwards a few clumsy 'carriages
were begun to be built. © But in the year 1738, Mr John
.Home, coach-maker, who hadcarried on the business for
- some time, went to London, where he completely instruct-
ed himself in that art. He returned to Edinburgh provi-
ded with suitable working tools, which till then were not
so much as known in this city, and he altered his mode of
couducting the business ; so that instead of one man being
employed as formerly to execute the different branches of
the worlk, he allotted distinct hands to the constructing of
cach part of the carriage ; by which means the tradesmen
soon became expert in their respective departments.
Ia this manner the art’of coach-making was brought to
a degree of perfection, that not only enabled the coach-ma-
Izers of Edinburgh to supply the nobility and gentry of
Scotland with carriages, but also encouraged their expor-
tation, chiefly to the West Indies and the north of Europe.
Household * It is scarcely necessary to remark, with regard to such
furiture. 5 city as Ediuburgh, that cabinet and wpholstery work
must necessarily be made to a considerable extent. . It is
_ an observation, however, of some importance, that some
tradesmen-in this department in Edinburgh are said to
carry on -business to a greater extent than those ‘in the
same rank of employment in London.  This is ascribed to
the degree of equal luxury which prevails in the greater
part of the socicty in Edinburgh ; in consequence of
which, though very splendid equipages do not so greatly
abound, yet genieel families enter into a more general ri-
valship in those articles of expence which' consist of or-
dinary dress, household furniture, and-the luxuries of the
table. : e, i ;
Cordage In consequence . of the demand produced by the’ ship-

and ship- ¢ g 3 3
Vudding, PG at Leith, ropes or cordage are manufactured there
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with considerable success ; dnd the business of shipsbuild- Edioburgh
ing, as. already mentioned, is carried on.with some ac-
tivity. ;

With regard to the foreign trade of Leith, it is necessa- Forciga
rily laid under great difliculties, and much limited, in con= g
sequence of the want of manufactures to supply cargoes
to vessels outward bound. It isin consequence of this
circumstance that it has been found impracticable to esta~
blish any greatintercourse with North America; although
this trade is highly advantageous to Britain in general, as
affording a market for articles of ordinary cloathing and
consumption, which ‘it is of importance for a country to
prepare skilfully and in abundance, on account of the ten~
dency which their cheapness has to facilitate the progress
of population, and the increase of the useful arts. An
American vessel in want of & cargo never puts into Leith,
where it is in.vain to expect one : she proceeds with great-
er probability of success to the Clyde, which, being at
the great seat of the Scottish manufactures, affords a bet- -
ter prospect of 2 demand for'an opportunity of exporta-
tion ; and still more readily she: proceeds to Liverpool,
where she can always be certain of obtaining a cargo of
salt. j

The trade of Leith chiefly consists in the importation of Imports.
_ warious articles intended to be consumed in 2 luxurious
country and capital. Immense quantitiés of timber are Tinber.
for every purpose imported from the shores of the Baltic.

It is certain that in former times Scotland greatly abound-
ed in forests in all parts of the country ; and even on very
high' mountains mosses are found containing large trees,
which have been preserved unconsumed for ages by being
soaked or macerated in the astringent liquor given‘_.forth'by
the moss plants by which they are surrounded. Some of
these forests appear to have been suddenly cut down as far
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others existed till within a century and a half of the pre.
sent date ; and it is evident, that in the remotest isles tim=

© ber trees grew to the sea beach. But our ancestors, partly

perhaps to clear the country of what they accounted an

impediment to agriculture and to pasturage, and partly

with a view to the extermination of the multitudes of ban-
ditti by whom it was infested, so totally destroyed the fo-
tests, that till within these last fifty years the greater part of

‘Scotland was destitute of valuable plantations ; and it has

been found extremely difficult to restore timber in the dis-
tant islands, and upon exposed situations on the sea shore,
and on mountain tops. At present, in consequence-of the
attention of men of property having been directed to that
object, Scotland has become, upon the whole, a well
wooded country. Still, however, the plantations are so
recent, that in the whole New Town of Edinburgh, upon
the erecting of which between three and four millions
Sterling have been expended,” it -is believed that not a
single ‘house has been fitted up with Scottish timber ;
the whole having been brought from the territories of
Russia or Denmark. '

From the Baltic also large quantities of tallow, flax, and
hemp, are imported.  Flax and flax-seed are likewise im-
ported largely from Holland. : Tar also continnes to be
imported from the Baltic, notwithstanding the invention
by Lord Dundonsld. of 3 mineral substitute for this in-
gredient, which we shall have occasion afterwards to no-
tice.  Itis often the destiny of ingenions men to labour
more successfully for the future generation than for them-

selves, or for the age. in which they live, . This substi-

tute for vegetable tar, which is now neglected, will pro-
bably hereafter, be regarded as a valuable invention, as it .

(1
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has a powerful tendency to prevent ship-timber from de-Edinburgh.
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cay in all climates, and even between the tropics.

Notwithstanding the large quantities of iron produced
by the different furnaces throughout Scotland, considerable
quantities of this most valuable of all metals still continue
to be imported from Russia and Sweden. In particular, the
malleable or soft iron produced in Sweden, where metal-
lurgy has long been well understood, and charcoal of wood
is used, cannot yet be dispensed with in this country for the
preparétion of steel, or of ordinary tools by blacksmiths.

From the south of Europe, particularly from Portugal, Wines
wine is directly imported into Leith. Ip former times,
claret of the "best quality, and other French wines, were
impotted in abundance ; and for ﬁfty years after the treaty
of union, government, in consideration of the habits of
the people, and of the paverty of the country, avoid-
ed enforcing here the payment of the duties upon French
wines. They' were consequently in very géherzﬁ use,
and were attended with the happy effect of prevent-
ing the consumption of spirituous liquors. These last
gradually came into vogue after port wine. had been for-
ced by the revenue laws upon the public. It would seem,
that in the northern climates the taste for strong liquors
is very powerful ; and that if the people are not permit-
ted, or rather encouraged, to use fermented liquors of a
generous quality, they will infallibly betake themselves
to those of a more ardent and destructive nature, which
are the more dangerous as containing the power of intoxi»
cation in a very concentrated state.

Orahges, lemons, and dried fruits, are imported to Leith Fruim
in vast quantities from the Portuguese territories and the
Mediterranean. . Apples also are imported from England ;
because upon this eastern coast little fruit is cultivated.

A few vessels make voyages to the West Indies, and bring
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islands. . But-the trade to that quarter still labours under

Populatien.

great disadvantages, as already mentioned, in consequence
of the want of manufactures in this part of the country.
The population of Edinburgh and Leith has been enu-
merated  at. different periods; and its progressive state is
worthy of notice. By a paper in the possession of the
session clerk of Edinburgh, entitled, ¢ A list of the hail

-possessors (of houses) in the different parishes,”” the num-

ber of families, in the year 1678, appears to have been as

follows :

In the north-west parish] [ Tolbooth . . . . , 513
north ditto . . . . High Church . . 389
.north-east ditto College . . . . . . 470
south-west ditto Old Grey Friars 672
south ditto. . , . Old Church .. . 625
south-east ditto  J LLron ;. i dieher ¢ G6L

\'2
Now called
A

Total % 03333

L

The Old Town of. Edmburgh at that time consmted of
the above six parishes only ; consequently the preceding
Yist contained every family then living in what Yvas pro-

-perly to be called the city of Edinburgh; that is, the

ancient royalty. +On the supposition” that"there were at
that“time *even' six individuals in each family, the total
number of souls would amount to 19,098, which gives but

@ poor idea of the situation and importance of Edinburgh

at that period. If we reckon the Canongate to have con-
1ainéd 2500 inhabitants, the parish:of St Cuthbert’s 7000,
and 'those of ‘South and North Leith 6000 souls, the total
number. of inhabitants in Edinburgh and. its neighbour-
hood was 85,500 in 1678.

.‘"The Rev. Dr Blair communicated 2 paper, containing
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an enumeration;of families and examinabl¢ persons in the Edmb“fxi«

city of Ldmburgh apparently tnken in 1722, in which the

rumbers in each parish of that city were thus stated ;.

Families.

Tolbooth parish . ... ... PRSP (1}
New Church ditto . . +' . .+ . . . 381
Coilege Church ditto , . ., . e 405
Tron Chyrch. ditto .o is wqe s o o +- 718
Lady Yester’s ditto s« - « » « . . . 683
Old Church ditto « + « + v o0 « « .. 557
Haddo’s Hole or Little Church ditto 554
East Grey Fnars MBS o . s, oy BHR
New Grey Friars ditto . . . . . .o 474

Total .- . 5975

Adding the usual proportion of one-fourth of the exa-
minable persons for children, the number of the inhabi-
tants in the city of Edinburgh, in 1722, appears to have
amounted to 25,420, or somewhat less than 4} to each
famlly ;. and if -we allow 15,000 ‘for the suburbs and the

environs, the total would be 40,420 souls.

In 1755, at the desire of the late Dr Webster, an actual
enumeration of the inhabitants of Edinburgh was made,

when the numbers stood thus -

Ezaminable
Persons
2418
244%F
2851
3007
1853
1024
1018
2245
1668

20336

In the Old Town of Edinburgh w5 '371 122

In the Canongate . . « o v o o vs o0 4500

In St. Cuthbert’s or West Kirk parish 12168
ImSoptiabeith s 1ar, oty sad. svpmie +17200
In North Leith . . . ... . ... .. 2205

Total . . . 57195

Soon after the Statistical Account of Scotland was set
on foot, the ministers and elders of six parishes of the
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Kdisburghcity of Edinburght (the High Church, Old Chutch, Litde
Church, Lady Yester’s, Old Grey Friars, and St Andrew’s)
and the parishes of St Cuthbert’s, South and North Leith,
with the view of promoting this work, made an enumera-
tion of the inhabitants within their rc‘spe’c’tﬁre bounds:
The nun‘ﬁ)er in stk of the ten parlshes in Edinburgh being
in this imannei actually dscertained; sufficient data were
from. thénce supposed tc be aff‘orded for estitnating thé
pumber of familiés and of individuals in the remaining
four parishes ; and the result of this enumeration and cal<
culation is exhibited in the following table of the popula=
tion of If.dmburgh and its environs m 1791:

Farhilies, Males. Females. Total:
ngh Church pansh. ... 476 951 1204 2245
Old Church ditto . . . ... . 496 920 1251 2171
Little Church ditto « . . . . 1498 882 1254 2136
Lady Yester’sditto . . . . . 583 061 1128 2089
Old Grey Fridrs ditto . . . . 878 1534 1802 3426
St Andrew’s; NewTown, ditto 1243 2005 4301 17206
“Tolbooth Chiirth ditte « . . 500 033 1318 - 2311
Tron Church dittd . . + . + 467 875 1283 2158
College Church' ditto . < s . 662, 1340 1710 3059
New Grey Friars ditto .. . 651 1351 1566 2911

“Total in the city ofEdmburgh 6434 12661 17057 20718
In Canongate parish + . . . 1552 2700 3500 6200
in St Cuthbert’s ditto .". & . 7133 15571 17376 32047
In South Leith ditto . . . . 28093 5404 5038 11432
In North Leith ditto. . . .. 642 * 1059 1350 = 2409
Total .. . 18654 37485 45221 82706
In Edinburgh castle v ¢ o7¢ o = 624 223 847
In the hospitals, charity work-
house, infirmary, and pri-
son of Edinburgh .. . . . — -— — 1333
“Total. . v ., — — - 84556

.
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In consequence of the act of the 41st Geo. ITI. 1800,Edinburghi

entitled, * An Act for taking an Account of the Popula-
tion of Great Britain, and the Increase or Diminution
thereof,” an enumeration took place of the inhabitants of
Edinburgh ; of which the following was the result:

: Families, Males. Females. Total
St Andrew’s parish- . . . . 1932 4294 ' 66179 10973
Canongateditto. . « « « . . '1391 ‘2361 3316 5677
College Church ditto .. . . . 780 ‘1431 1833 3264
St Cuthbert’s ditto . .. . . 7007-13313 16323 29636
Charity Workhouse . .« . . — - - - 28 + 46 4
Grey Friars, New .. . .+« . 764 1201 1340 2541
Ditto,Old . . . . .+ .. .. 53 966 1264 2230
High Church . .'v .. . .. . 440 779 1152 < 1931
Tron Church.. .+ .. ...567 ' 809 13I1 2120
Lady Yester’s . . .. . . . . 573 898 1227 2125
Leith, South .~ .. . . . . 2873 5270 6%65 12044
Ditto, North ... ¢ . . . . . 804" 1355 1873 3228
‘Magdalene Asylum'', . ... . — 1 27 28
New North Church . . .. . 463/ 758 1130 1888
Old Church . .. . .. ... 526 790" 1130 1920

Royal Infirmary .4 o o 0 o0 — B 190
Tolbooth parish . « .. . .. 328 806 1783 2679
Tolbooth, Canongate , . . . . — 12 = 12

Total . . . 18993 35361 47199 52560

On this last occasion, it was ascertained that the number
of inhabited houses, in the city and town of Edinburgh,
consisted of 9002 ; those uninhabited, amounted to 383 ;
the number of persons chiefly employed in agriculture,
amounted to 1540 ; a circumstance which arises from in-
cluding in the enumerations the inhabitants of the parishes
of South Leith and St Cuthberts, and the gardeners of these
districts. The nomber of persons chiefly employed in

¢
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Edinburgh.trade; manufactures, or handicraft; amounted to. 13,9z0.
All other persons, not comprised in the two preceding
classes, amounted to _66,@),10.,

.The ‘summary of these enumecrations or calculations
of the:population of Edinburgh and. suburbs is, thatit
amopnted in A. D.

BOTSL e 5 ¢ k0 1avd s 2o 353500
RT22etd. ARt 7o s o o AOSG
BU55 fod teisOB T 5 e 1 b TR
BUIS0) ol it s o lol s » TOISO
FAOLae & 11 o b ik SHRAS S
BROLEAUT MEBTS wie oo oo o2 1RELEGO

It is to be remarked upon this last enumeration, that it
represents the population as inferior to what it had been
when the numbers of the people were investigated with a
view to the compilation of the Statistical Accgunt of Scot-
land under the patronage of Sir John Sinclair. = At the
same time it may be observed, that during these ten years
a very considerable number of additional buildings had
been erected in Edinburgh, and noBody .doubts that the
population.has encreased. To account for the discrepan-
cy in the two enumerations, it is necessary to remark, that
when the Statistical Account was compiled, the families in
St Cuthbert’s parish were not enumerated, but calculated
from the proportions between the families and individuals
in the city of Edinburgh ; a circumstance which appears to
have occasioned an -error to the amount of between 2 and
3000. . In the nextplace, the population of the castle,
amounting to nearly 900, is not included in the enumera-
tion under the statute. -Lastly, it is to be remarked, that
there is no doubt the enumeration made by act of Patlia-
ment was defective to the amount of some thousands; for
this reason, that very great industry was used to defeatdts
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object., - Séveral new laws had been enacted very recently, Edinburgh .
by which individuals found themselves subjecied to taxa- -
tion, or to serious personal inconveniences ; such as the
hair-powder tax, the income-tax, and the militialaws:
To carry into effect the statutes relative to these objects, '
various enquiries had been made by public officers con-
cerning the individuals resident in every district. The
result was, that when the enumeration came to be taken
under the statute, every body feared that some new tax
wasimpending, and, as far as possible, carefully concealed
their numbers and names. This was more particularly
done with regard to young men, for whom apprehensions
weré entertained that they might be called upon for ser- /
vice in the militia. Such concealment is extremely easy,
and must even occur to a ‘certain degree, unintentionally, in
every enumeration of the inhabitants of Edinburgh, on
account of the great numbers of individuals who reside as
lodgers in different houses.  As the residence of these per-
sons is'temporary, they are frequently not considered or re-
ported as belonging to the family.

HISTORY.

EDINBURGH is one of the most ancient cities in the north
of Euroge. Its origin is not correctly ascertained by his-
torians or antxqu’mes, or rather it appears tq have grown
up into ‘some degree of xmportauce in those turbulent and
barbarous ‘ages of the European Hxstory, of which few re-
cords remain, and little is worthy of being remembered.
Some circumstances, however, tend to involve in pecuhar
obscurity ‘the history of this city. It is sitnated in the’
Roman Province called Valentia ; which included the ter-
ritory between the two celebrated Roman walls of Hadrian
on the south, which crossed the island from Newcastle to
Cgrlislé, and the wall of Antoninus on the north, from

Vor. L. : M '
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Edinburgh Carriden on the Forth to Dunglags on tle river Clydes

Otigin and
name of

This territory also, at a future period, belonged to the Picts;

'and was conquered from them by the Scots under Kenneth

the Second. As Edinburgh is situated within 54 miles of the
English border, its neighbourhood was the scene of many
sanguinary conflicts, during several centuries, between the
two hostile nations that possesséd the northern and the
southern divisions of the island. Thus; during 10 or 12
centuries; this part of the country was wasted by perpetual
hostile incursions, devastations, and bloodshed, of which
no record could be kept ; or if any trace of written history
remained, it was oblitcrated by the policy of Edward I. of
England, who endeavoured to complete the conquest of this
country by the removal or destruction ofevery publicrecord.

It is probable, that the singular rudeness of the territory

Edinbuigh on which Edinburgh is situated, with its precipices and

-abrupt declivities, which render it extremely inconvenient

for an extensive capital, were the very circumstances which
originally led to its establishment, as, by rendering it of easy
defence, they contributed to its preservation in very barba~
rous times ; at least there is little doubt that the most rug-
ged part of it, that is to say the castle, is the most ancient.
The oldest appellation given to this fortress, is ¢ The Cas-
tle of Agnes’s hill.’ It was likewise distinguished by the
appellation of Castrum puellarum, or ¢ The Maidens Cas«
tle,” from its being the residence of the daughters of the
Kings of the Picts till the time, of their marriage. The
name of the city has generally been ascribed to Edwin, 2
Saxon prince of Northumberland, who began his reign in
the year 617,and conquered much territory from the Picts.

Queen Margaret, the widow of Maleolm Canmore, is
said to havetaken refuge in the castle along. with her chils
dren, and died there a few days afier her. busf)énd was
slain. Donald Bain, tne uncle of Malcolm’s children,
having seized the government, besieged the castle, in which
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the heir to the crown resided. The usurper . presumirg, Blinburgh.
from the steepness of the rock, that Malcolm’s children

could escape only by the gates, ordered these alone to be
guarded : but those in the garrisbn knowing: this, . con-

veyed the body of the Queen through-a postern gate on -=
the west side of the castle to the church of Dunfermline,

where it lies interred ; and the children escaped to Eng-

land, where they were protected and educated by their

uncle Edgar Atheling. '

 In an old charter of David the First in 1128, this city Origin of
is denominated Edwinesburg; and appears to have been atg};ic_cm"“‘
borough: That prince granted to the canons of the ab-

bey of Holyroodhouse 40 s. yearly out of the King’s re-
venties, payable by the borough of Edwinesburg, and also -

one half of the tallow, lard, and hides of the beasts killed

in Edinburgh.. He also bestowed upon these canons.the.
privilege of erecting a borough between the . abbey - of
Holyroodhouse and the town of Edinburgh, with power

to try crimes there by duel, and by fire and water, ordeal.

This part of Edinburgh: remains, as already mentioned, to

this day a separate jurisdiction from the more ancient part

of the city, and from its original lords retains the name

of the Canongate.

In the reign of William the First, styled William the
Lion, Edinburgh castle was surrendered to the English in
consequence of the excessive attachment of the Scots to
the person of their monarch. That prince, in an attempt
to recover from Henry the Second of England a part of
Northumberland, was taken prisoner at the battle of Aln~
wick. The Scots, impatient of the captivity of their King,
purchased his freedom by surrendering the independence
of the nation. Many hostages, and some of the chief gar-
risons in Scotland, and among these the castle of Edin-
burgh, were delivered as pledges for the . performance of

M2
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Edinburgh this dishonourable treaty. Butupon William’s marriage
with Ermengarde, cousin to King Henry, ‘the treaty was
annulled, and Edinburgh castle was restored and given in,
dower to the Queen. i3 b

A Parli- © In the reign of Alexander the Sccond, a Parliament was

held here. for the first time held in Edinburgh in'1215 ; and in 1230,
a legate from Pope Gregory the Ninth presided at a pro-
vincial synod held at Edinburgh. In 1255, ‘the éastle of
Edinburgh was selected as a residence for the daughter of
Henry the Third of England, who was betrothed to the
young Scottish King Alexarder the Third. She complain-
ed of her dwelling, howe ver, as 2 sad and solitary - place
without verdure.

g;r’g';;haz Upon the death of the Maid of Norway, grandchild to
Alexander the Third, ‘the célebrated contest for’ the suc=
cession to the crown comienced between Bruce and Baliol ;
which was the ‘source of a train of the most dreadful cala-
mities to Scotland, in consequence ‘of the enterprising am-
bition of their English neighbounrs, who seized this ‘op-
‘portunity of attempting ¢o establish a permanent “ascen-
dancy over Scotland. ' Edward the First supported Baliol
as the competitor most willihg to surrender ‘the indepens
dence of his country. Edward succeeded in ‘the tems
pordry subjngation of Scotland.” In 1206 Edinburgh
‘castle was besieged, and fell into his hands; and was re-
tained by the English 20 years.” Tt was recovered by Sir
Thomas Randolph, Earl of Murray, in the following man~
ner: The castle of Edinburgh had for governor Piers
Leland, a knight of Gascony.'' Randolph blockaded it so
closely, that all communication with the adjacent country
was cut off ; the garrison; suspecting the fidelity of Leland,
thrust him-into a dungeon, and chose anothér commander
in. his stead i

Recapture,  Matters were in this state when one William Frank pre-
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sented himse!f to Randolph, and offered to show him how Edinburgh.
the walls of the castle might be scaled. This man, while
young, had resided in the castle, aad having an amorous
intrigue in the neighbourhood, had been wont ‘to descend
the wall during the night by means of a ladder of ropes,
and through a steep and intricate path to arrive at the foot
of the rock.  The road, though amidst perilous precipices,
had become familiar to him, and he still retained a perfect
remembrance of it. Randolph, with thirty ‘'men, utder-
took the enterprize of scaling the castle at midnight.
Frank wastheir guide, and the first who ascended the sca-
ling ladder. Before the whole party could reach the sum-
mit of the wall, an alarm was given ; the garriéon ran to
arms, and 2 desperate combat ensued ; but their'governor
having been slain, the English yielded.

. Leland, tae former governor, being reledsed from his im- The Castle
prisonment, entered into the service of the Scottish nation ;demOLSM'
and King Robert ordered the castle to be demolished.

The same prince demolished all the other fortresses which

he recovered from the English, that they might not for

the future serve, when taken, to enzble aninvading enemy

to retain the country in a state of subjection. ~ This policy
demonstrated great sagacity as well as’ intrepidity on the

part of that prince. Fortresses on the frontier of a coun-

try may be useful for its defence, but history demonstrates,

that in the interior they have always proved dangerous to

its independence. - When an invading enemy has no for-

tified place to which to retire, what he gains in cne battle

may be lost by another ; which is rot the case when he is

cnabled in the centre of the country to wait quietly for re-
inforcements : and accordingly the Scottish kings found it

safest to rest their independence upon the military spirit

and the patriotism of their peoplé, which they endeavoured

in every form to encourage.
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Edinburgh. - In 1335, Edward the Third, to support Baliol’s claim

to the crown, and his own pretensions to the superiority of
Scotland, invaded the country with a powerful fleet and
army. ° The fleet entered the Forth, and the towns on both
sides of the Frith were plundered and burned. The Scots
were unable to oppose the English army, and retired with
their cattle and such goods as they could transport to the
mountains and forests in the interior of the country. The
result was, that the Ehglish monarch no sooner departed,}
than the garrisons he had left were assailed by continued

insurrections. Edward returned the following year with a

Battleofthe great army, and procerded the length of Perth. - While he

Borough

muir.

lay in camp there, Guy, Count of Namure, came with a
large body of foreigners to the assistance of Edward. He
proposed passing through Edinburgh in his intended route
to Perth ; but the Earl of Murray the governor encoun-
tered his forces on the borough muir in the neighbourhood
of that city.  The conflict was sharp, and the Scottish ar-
my werewell nigh overpowered, when a reinforcement, col-
lected by William de Donglas, cameto their assistance. The
Count of Namure’s forces gave way. They retreated to
Edinburgh in order of battle, fighting gallantly, and hotly
pressed by the Farl of Moray. Part of them were driven
through the spot where Bristo-port now stands, and flying
down the street, at present known by the name of the Can-
dlemakers-row, made the best of their way to the rock
where the castle then lay in ruins. The rest fled through
Bt Mary’s Wynd. They were encountered in that narrow
lane by Sir David de Anand, a gallant Scottish knight,
and suffered great slaughter. Those who escaped joined
their-companions on the rocks of the castle. ~They killed
their horses, and with their carcasses piled up a sort of
vampart to defend them from the attack of the Scots 4rmy,
who there as it were besieged them ; but, being destitute
of provisions and lodging, as well as exhausted by the
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fatigues of battle, on the next'morning they surrendered,
requiring no other stipulation than that they should not be
put to the sword. The Earl of Murray allowed them to
depart, exacting their promise that they should never more
bear weapons against David Bruce; and with a gallant
courtesy, not unusual in these times, he accompanied the
Count of Namure, to whom he restored his effects, to the
borders of Scotland, that he might be placed out of danger.

183

Edinburgh.
e s

On his way back to England, Edward the Third rebuilt Castle re.

the eastle of Edinburgh ; but, in the Yyear 1341, it was re-
covered by a stratagem by four gentlemen, one of whom
was William de Douglas, who had contributed to the vic-
tory in the borough muir. One of the gentlemen, pre-
tending to be an English merchant, went to the governor
of the castle, and informed him, that he had got a cargo of
wine, strong beer, and biscuit, exquisitely spiced, in his
vessel just arrived in the Forth; which provisions he re-
quested the ygovernor to purchase. He produced as a
specimen a bottle of wine and another of the beer. The
governor relished the liquors, and agreed about the price.
The pretended merchant was to deliver the provisionsnext
morning early, that he might not be intercepted by the
Scots. He came accordingly at the time appointed, at-
tended by a dozen of armed followers under the disguise
of sailors, and the gates were opened for their reception.
Upon entering the castle, they contrived to overturn the.
carriage upon which the provisions were supposed to be
heaped, and instantly killed the porter and sentinels. Upon
the sound of a horn, the appointed signal, Douglas, with
a band of armed men, sprung from an ambush in the
neighbourhood, and rushed into the castle, where, having
joined their companions, the garrison, after a sharp con-
flict, were mostly put to'the sword, ar{d the fortress re
eovered by the Scots,

built, &e¢.
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Edinburgh. These wars with England forced the Scots into an ala

Ancient
State of
Scotland,

liance with France, to which they remained long very
faithful, and of which they wére frequently the dupes;
because, in all the quarrels between these rival states,
the Scots were induced to take a part. Scotland was re-
duced extremely'low by the repeated invasions of the
English; and the manners of its inhabitants in general
became” very barbarous. ‘A French historian describes
the state in which, in the reign of David the Second, Scot-
land was found by the ambassadors from France, who came;
accompanied with a train of nobility and a body of sol-
diers, to endeavour to prevail witl; the King of Scots to
invade England. In Scotland, the historian remarks, that
the natives resemble wild and savage people, shunning ac-
quaintance with strangers, envious of the honour or profit
of any one beside themselves, and perpetually jealous of
losing the mean things they have. He says, that hardly
any of the nobility kept intercourse with the French, ex-
cept the Earls of Douglas and Murray : That Edinburgh,
although by this time the first city in Scotland, could not
accommodate the attendants on the French embassy, many
of whom were obliged to seek lodgings at Dunfermline,
and other towns at still greater distances : That the French
knights complained grievously of their wretched accom-
modation ; no comfortable houses, no soft beds, no walls

“hung with tapestry ; and that it required all the prudence

of the French commander to restrain their impatience for
leaving so miserable a country: That when they wanied
to purchase horses from the Scots, they were charged six, . ~
nay even ten times the price for which these horses would
have been sold to their own countrymen : That when the
French sent forth their servants a-foraging, the Scots would
lie in wait for them, plunder them of what they had ga-
thered ; beat, nay even murder them : That they could not
find saddles nor bridles, leather to make harness, nor iron
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to shoe their horses ; for that the Scots got all such articles Edinburgh.:
r;aady made from Flanders : That in their military excnr~
sions they carried along with them no provision of bread -
nor wine, nor pots nor pans; for they boiled the ecat-
tle in their hides: That upon their precipitately quitting
their camp on the borders, the English found in it the car-
cases of 400 beasts, mostly deer, and 300 cauldrons made
of their skins, with the hair still on them, stretched on
stakes, filled with water, and the flesh put in them ready to
be boiled : That they found also 1000 spits with flesh for
roasting, and 5000 pair of shoes, made of raw leather, with
the hair still on them.

In proportion, however, as the independence of Scotland Edinburgh
became established, and the hostile incursions of the Eng- ﬁ;‘;‘i‘;ﬂa
lish were suspended, Edinburgh gradually rose:into con=
sideration. Its situation in.the south of Scotland, at. a
sufficient distance from the English border to secure it from
surprise, while it was near enough to be accounted a pro-
per position for superinterding the defence of the king-
dom, probably contributed to render ita royal residence,
and laid a foundation for its becoming the ordinary seat of
government. The Kings of Scotland dwelt in it; par-
liaments were frequently held here ; and in every respect it
grew, towafds. the close of the 14th century, to be consider-
ed as the capital of the ‘kingdom. Hence the Scottish
princes endeavoured to render themselves popular with the -
citizens of Edinburgh, and bestowed upon them many pri-
vileges. ' Robert the Third conferred upon the whole bur-
gesses of 'Edinburgh the singular privilege of building
houses to themselves within the castle, probably asa place
of retreat and safety against hostile invasion. As early
as the year 1329, ‘Robert the First granted to the citizens
of Edinburgh the ‘harbour and mills of Leith. But it
would appear that his Majesty was not considered as pro=
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Edinburgh. prietor of the banks of the river, or of the shore adjoining

.

Leith ac-
quired

to.the harbour ; on which account the inhabitants of Fdin-
burgh were under the necessity of purchasing from Sir
Robert Logan of Restalrig the banks or waste piece of
ground extending from the walls of the houses to the river,
to be converted into wharfs or quays for the convenience of
shipping and landing of goods and merchandise; with a
right to make ways or roads through the lands of Restal-
rig, for the carrying of goods and merchandise to and from
the port of Leith, together with a power of keeping shops
for the sale of bread, wine, wax, silk, and other mercan-
tile commodities ; and a liberty to erect granaries for the
.preservation of eorn within the town of Leit.

::él oppres- . As the situation of Leith upon the banks of the Forth is

more convenient for trade than that of Edinburgh, at two
miles distance from the river, the narrow spirit of mer-
cantile jealousy anciently induced the citizens of Edin-
burgh to devise various expedients to prevent the inhabi-
tants of Leith from carrying on trade. ' Not satisfied with
the above grant from Logan, by which they were empow-
ered to keep shops and sell goods in Leith, the citizens of
Edinburgh purchased from Logan, says Maitland, an:ex-
clusive and very inslaving grant ; whereby the inhabitants,
of Leith were not only restrained from carrying on any;
sort of commerce, but even from keeping of warchouses 3
nay, such was their bondage, that they were not allowed
“1o keep inns or houses for the entertainment of strangers.
And that nothing might be wanting to depress the in-
habitants of Leith, the town-council of Edinburgh, in the
year 1485, ordained, that no merchant of Edinburgh pre-
sume to take into partnership an inhabitant of Leith, un-
der the pcnalfy of 40s. to the church, and to be deprived
of his freedom of the city for the space of one year; and,
as if all these efforts of oppression were insufliciert, it was
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by the said council enacted, that “ none of the revenues Edinburgh,
o e

of Edinburgh be let to an inhabitant of Leith, nor any of
the farmers of the said revenues' presume to takea Leither
as a partner in any contract relating to the same ; nay, not
to take any person of Le#th into his service in that re
spect, under the penalties aforesaid.” From that time the
inhabitants of Leith must have long remainedin a state of
depression, from which they did not emerge till the tur-
bulent times of the Reformation, when Leith came-to be
accounted important, as a convenient harbour for land-
ing the French or English troops that were sent to the as-
sistance of the popish or the reforming party.

But though sufficiently powerful to oppress Leith, Edin- Edinburgh

burgh itself was still an insignificant city. James the
Second was crowned at Edinburgh during his minority,
and was for some time a prisoner in the castle. This
prince afterwards, in 1450, first bestowed on the commu-
nity the privilege of fortifying the city by surrounding it
with a wall ; he at the same time authorised the magis-
trates to defray the expence of this work by a tax upon
the inhabitants. The original wall of the city of Edin-
burgh began at the foot of the north-east rock of the cas-
tle, where the ruins of a small fortress are still to be seen ;
from thence the wall proceeded eastward along the footof
the hill adjoining to the North Loch, till it came nearly
opposite to the head of the High Street. © From this place
to the present North Bridge, the city was defended by the
North Loch ; but from thence to the head-of the Canon-
gate, the kind of defence is unknown. From the North
Loch, opposite to the upper end of the High Street, the
wall advanced sonthward to the summit of the hill, where
it was intersected by a gate of communication between the

town and the castle. From this gate the wall proceeded.

along the southern brow of the hill, pointing to the south«

fortified.
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Edinburgh. east to the middle of what is now calledsthe West Botw,

Rescue of
James 11,

from the arched gate anciently placed there ; from thence
it proceeded still eastward along the face of the hill, till it
reached whatis now called Grap’s close ; from which it
crossed the High Street obliquely to'Leith Wynd. Here 2
continued range of houses, and afterwards a wall, formed
the defence of the city. 7

James the Third having prematurely attempted to go-
vern the kingdom, independently of the great and turbalent
barons, by the aid of ministers, who were persons.of mean
birth, gave offence to his nobles, and was ultimately con-
fined by themin the castle of Edinburghduring nine months.
His-brother Alexander, Duke of Albany, had at first join-
ed the party of the nobles; but finding himself of little
consequence in the regency which they had appointed, he
repaired secretly to Edicburgh with a few friends; and
having called upon the citizens to join him in rescuing their
captive Prince, they rose in arms, and by an unexpected
assault made themselves masters of the castle. James
the Third was not ungrateful for a service which was at-
tended with the immediate restoration of his authority.
He granted two charters in favour of the provost, council,
and community of Edinburgh, stating the services they had
done him ; and therefore granting to the provest the office
of hereditary sheriff within the city, with ample jurisdic-
tion, and all the fines and escheats arising from the office.
He also granted to the council powers to make statutes and
bye-laws for the good government of the borough, an ex-
emptxon from certain dutles, and a rwht to exact custom
npon several species of merchandise in the port of Leith.

-The only reddendum or rent prestable by the council for

these ample privileges, was the annual celebration of a
funeral mass in St Giles’s church for the King’s soul, and

‘those of his progenitors and successors,
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A tual ial of the loyal d bravery of Edinburgh.
s a perpetual memorial of the loyalty and bravery o

the citizens of Edinburgh upon' this occasion, the king
bestowed upon them a banner or standard, with a power
to display the same in the defence of their king, their coun-
try, and their own rights. This flag was long known by
the humble appellation of the Blue Blanket. "It is still
preserved, and is‘exhibited in the Magdalen Chapel as a
curiosity.

In the year 1497, the venereal disease, imported mtoLucs Vene

Europe by the Spaniards, had not only reached Edinburgh,
but become so formidable, that on the 22d of Scptember
an edict was published by the town-council, undertheking’s
authority, banishing all the infected to Inchkeith ; it being
at that time imagined that this distemper, like the plague
or small-pox, might be communicated by being’ merely n
company with an infected person.

It will probably be accounted not unworthy of notice,
that in 1500, the wages of a master mason in Edinburgh
were tenpence Sterling, and of a journeyman, ninepence
weekly.  One penay was the price of 12 1b. of the finest,
or of 20 1b. of a coarser sort of wheaten bread.

The citizens of ‘Edinburgh suffered their share in the
calamity in which the unfortunate expedition against - the
English, undertaken by James the Fourth, involved all
Scotland. They laboured at once under the two great

TCA.

scourges of mankind, war and pestilence.  The king, from Battle of

2 romantic notion of honour, resolved to make an hostile
mvasion upon England ; nor could the tears and entreaties
of his queen and his people prevent him from rushing to
destruction. - “He 'assembled his army in the borough

muir, ~ The Earl of Angus, provost, and all the magis-,

trates, ‘with'a number of the citizens, joined the army.
Delegates were 'appointed to discharge the office of pro-
voét and bailies during the absence of these magistrates.
On'the 10th of September 1513, being the day after the

Flouden.
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Edinbugh. fata] battle of Flouden, the news of that event, and of the

Seeond
Wall.

fall of the king, and the principal nobility, arrived at
Edinburgh: The citizens were filled with consternation;
and expected the country to be immediately overrun by a
victorious enemy. The persons exercising the magistracy
appear to have acted with considerable vigour on this
trying occasion. While the pestilénce appears to have been
raging in the city, while at the same time the nation was
filled with confusion and alarm; the town<council issued a
proclamation; commaénding all the inhabitants, capable of
bearing arms; instantly to assemble in théir best military
accoutrements;y and to march and join their provost; under
the penalty of forfeiture of their lives and goods; What
number was sent to the army on the frontiers in conse-
quence of this order; does not appear : That they did not
all march is evident; because; to prevent the town
from being insulted by advanced parties of thé enemy,
anotlier order by the town-council was issued, requiring
all citizens, at the tolling of the common bell,to repair in
their military dress tothe house of the president, to- be
ready to act in defence of the town. At the same time it
was commanded, that women should ahstain from clamour-
ing in the streets, and that they should either attend to their
business at home, or repair to the church at the stated
hours, to pray for success to the army. The council also
ordained, that 24 men should be raised and maintained as
a constant guard for the city, and that the sum of L. 500
Scots should be levied to fortify the town, and to purchase
artillery to resist the enemy. v

In consequence of this last resolution, the city of Edin~
burgh was surrounded by a new wall, which has remained
to our own times, and a great part of which still exists.
After the town had been fortified in the reign of James the
Second, the citizens, either in consequence of encreasing

-numbers, or of a passion which sceins still to adhere te
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them for having houses without the borough, very speedily Edinburzh.
erected the Cowgate, which in these times was accounted a
"magnificent street, and was inhabited by persons of the
first distinction. ~ After the battle of Flouden, the Cows
gate, with the lanes adjoining to it, and the broad street at
its western extremity, called the Grassmarket, were inclu-
ded within the city by the new wall. This new wall is to
be seen, commencing upen the south-east side of the rock
of the castle ; thence it descénds obliquely across the valley
to the south, where the gate left in it reccived the appeHa-
tion of the West Port ; from thence it.ascends to the brow
of the southern ridge, and, turning eastward, it proceeded
along the north side of the gardens of Heriot’s Hospital
and the Grayfriars church-yard to Bristo port; and from .
Bristo port, advancing in the same direction, it still encloses
the buildings of Argyle square. It has been pulled down
‘to make way for the buildings of the new College ; but it
still remains to the south of the Royal Infirmary and the
High School. -At the Pleasance, that isto say, at the foot
of the Cowgate, it turns northward towards the eastern
extremity of the most ancient wall. Thusit appears, that.
the wall reared after the battle of Flouden was chiefly, or
rather solely, constructed for the purpose of defending the
Grassmarket, together with the Cowgate and its adjoining
lanes. At a future period, in the year 1620, the magis-

. trates purchased about ten acres of ground on the south-
west of the city, on the summit of the southern ridge
where Heriot’s Hospital and the Charity work-house
now stand : an additional wall was built to include this
newly-purchased territory within the limits of the city’s
fortifications. ) :

In the year 1532, the town-council agreed with two Qauseway-
Frenchmen to make a causeway at the rate of 30s. Scot-
tish money the rood. ¢ Were it not,’”” says Maitiand, ¢ a
prevailing tradition, that the first causeway in Ldinburgh



192

- MIDLQTHIANG

Rdinburgh was made by one Merlin a Frenchman, I would declare
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tion from

Popery.

Origin and

Natore of
Popery.

for this being the first time the High Street of Edinburgh
was paved.”” Soon after this. period, the town-council
agreed to furnish 300 citizens completely armed, to be
ready at all times to join the king’s army agamst his an-
cient enemies the English.

But shortly thereafter, one.of those great convulsmns
occurred in the moral world, by which the local pre-
judices of particular states are swallowed up and forgotten”
amidst the agitation produced in the human mind by more
important ‘interests. « The unsuccessful attempts of the
English monarchs to subjugate Scotland, had produced in
the two nations a most vehement hereditary animosity ; in
consequence of which they regarded each: other as natural
enemies, in whose faith little confidence was to be placed ;
and the Scots, as the weaker party, were led on every-oc-
casionto seek the protection, and to adhere to the policy
of France. But new sentiments and views now suddenly
rose in the minds of men, and rapidly undermined the
prejudices created by ages of hostility.

During the decline of the Roman empire, and -amidst
the calamities which mankind endured from the irruptions
of the barbarians of the east and of the north, a singular
fabric of superstition had been reared in Europe. ' Devo-

_tion, like every other sentiment of the human mind, is apt

to be carried to excess; and this. most readily occursin
calamitous times, when it is regarded as the. means of pro-
pitiating the protection of invisible powers, to which their
sense of weakness induces men-on such.occasions, witlt un-
usuial earnestness, to resort. In'what have justly been sty-
1éd the dar# ages, mankind endeavoured to foster and aug-
mehnt this passion in themselves and in each other. With
this view they erccted magnificent temples. They fur
nished these temples with whatever could impose upon
the senses. or the imagination. Images, paintings, mn-

-
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si¢, and the attendance of persons who have devoted their Edinburgh.
ey

lives to devotional austerity; dre all brought together
to excite, as highly as possible, the reverence of men for
the objects of their worship. All this was done by our
ancestors during the most unfortunate period of the his-
tory of Europe ; that is to say, amidst the irruptions
of the barbarians, and the feudal anarchy which succeed-
ed these irruptions. The more their miseries increased,
the more anxious were they to build churches, monaste-
ries, and other establishments, which, by imposing upon
their imaginations, might increase the influence of an irra-
tional devotion. - A natural consequence followed from
this: ‘The ministers of religion, who were ‘set apart for
the care of such establishments, and who were of course
led to assume a character of umisual purity of manners and
unbounded devotion, acquired extreme power over the
minds of men. By uniting themselves into a sort of con-
federacy under the chief priest of the city of Rome, which
had obtained a sort of prescriptive claim to be the seat of
sovereignty in Europe, they were enabled to adopt joint
measures for increasing the devotion of mankind, and along
with it their own power and riches. In the first steps of this
progress, the clergy were undoubtedly filled by the same
sentiments of piety which’ they wished to inspire into
others ; but their character in this respect appears to have
ultimately undergone a great alteration. It is often difficult,
by means of reason alone, to banish a strong passion from
the human mind, although this is readily accomplished
by means of another passion. Accordingly the passion of
ambition speedily supplanted in the minds of the leading
ecclesiastics of Europe every sentiment of devotion ; and
hence the history of several ages amounts to little else
than a detail of the contest for superiority in temporal
power which occurred between princes and priests. Du-

Vor. L. sreael.
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Edisburgh. ting these ¢ ontests, the latter never forgot entirely the prin«
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the fall of

ppey

ciple which gave rise to their power. They endeavoured
éarnestly to increase the magnificence of the temples, and tor
adorn them with the most. costly efforts of human art. Ar-
chitects, painters, and sculptors, were eagerly encouraged
on account of the effect or tendecy of their labours to im-
pose upon the imaginations of mankind. Music also was
assiduously eultivated. The finest instruments and the
best performers were sought out, and placed in the temples,
to give solemnity to religious worship. At the same
time, marvellous tales were propagated of deliverances ob-
tained from every calamity by the prayers of priests, ox
by touching their relics, and by devotional austerities: In
every dispute about matters of opinion, that side of the
question was adopted which partook most of the marvel~
Tous, and thereby had the greatest tendency to promote
habits of devout credulity and unthinking amazement
among men. By the united force of all these engines, a
system of superstition was reared of wonderful duration
and influence : and the confederated priesthood who con-
ducted it obtained the chief management in all affairs, and
eontrived to acquire for their own order, in all countries, a
large proportion, and in Scotland little less than one-third,
of the territory of the state, ;

This was certdinly the worst possible condition of hu-
man affairs; because society was ruled by a great body
of men, whose interest it was to preserve the human
mind in a state of perpetusl imbecility and pious cre-
dulity. “But extreme evils are apt to produce their own
remedy. The clergy established to a certain degree the
dominion of law for the purpose of repressing the mi-
litary power, which was chiéfly, though not exclusive~
ly, in'the hands of their lay rivals. But this very cir-
eumstance, by giving security to,property and encou-
raging industry, gave cxercise to the talents of men,
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and tended to substitute the pursuit of wealth, or the pas-Edinburgh.
sion of avarice, to that devotion which had once almost
exclusively possessed the human mind. The encourage- -
ment given to the fine arts of architecture, painting, mu-
sic, and along with the latter the encouragement of poetry,
called forth wonderful efforts of ingenuity, and thus pla-
ced the human mind in a state of progressive improve-
ment. Thus the very arts which were employed to per-
petuate superstition contributed to its ruin, because they
produced ingenious men capable of detecting its absurdi-
ties. After all, however, the clergy were their own worst
énemies. - The safe possession of power and riches in 2
state of idleness had gradually produced their usual effects,
that of an entire licentiousness, and even open profligacy
of manners. All reverence for the persons of the priests
being lost, their functions could not long remain the ob-
ject of veneration. Hence mankind seemed, about thé
period of which we are now treating, as it were, to awa-
ken from = dream of superstition in which they had slum-
bered for dges. Men of penetrating minds, of whom there
are at all times a sufficient proportion in the world, found
it easy, at this critical season, to expose a part of the gross
delusions into which mankind had fallen ; and to prove to
their cotemporaries, that instead of paying due homage to
the power that presides over nature, they had actually been
dishonouring him, by comparing him to images, and sup-
posing him to inhabit the temples which they had built.
The priests in the meantime, by long habits of security,
had lost not merely that austerity of manners which origi-
nally rendered them venerable, but also those arts of dis-
putation by which they had formerly been able to im-
pose upon the weak understandings of their hearers. The
consequence was, that they were driven off the field with
wonderful facility.  The very passion of devotion, which
N2
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Edinburgh. had formerly cteated and supported their power, now turfi=
ed against them ;. and the greater its vehemence, the more
violent was. the persecution to which they were exposed.
In Scotland in particular, where the manners of the people
were rendered unusually turbulent by a weak government,
by frequent foreign wars, and by domestic convulsions,
the ministers of the ancient faith were treated with exces-
sive severity. The altars, images, musical instruments,
and magnificent churches, were involved in general ruin
by the fury of the multitude, whose devotion had now ta-
ken a'new turn ; and the priests were driven away as im-
postors, who had erected engines of idolatry unworthy of
the divinity, and degrading to the human mind. Still,
however, by having the government of the state in some
measure in their hands, by the possession of immense
riches, and by retaining their influence over the minds of
a part of the community, the catholic priesthood were
enabled to make a formidable stand ; and we are not to
suppose, because the reformation of religion was violent,
that it either occurred without gradual preparation, or
without that mustering of parties, and those symptoms of
discontent and projects of change, which usually precede
and give warning of the approach of great convulsions..

e ing By the death of James the Fifth, his infant daughter, the

:’;d";hfm‘ celebrated Mary Queen of Scots, succeeded to the throne.
This event suggested to Henry the Eighth of England the
plan of annexing Scotland to his dominions, which had so
often been tried without success in former times by the Eng-
lish monarchs. He proposed a marriage between his son Ed-
ward and the young Queen .of Scots ; bat he accompanied
the proposal with impolitic conditions of submission to his
government on the part of Scotland, which were calcula-
ted more to kindle than to socthe and conciliate the jea-.
lousy of a fierce and irritable people, who had long
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struggled for independence.  Still, however, his proposals Edinburgh.
were by no means regarded with that universal indigna-
tion which they would once have excited. A small, but
growing, party foresaw in his government the downfal of
the popish clergy, whose luxury, pride, and profligacy,
had rendered them extremely unpopular; and the nobles
alrcady devoured in imagination the spoils of the church,
which they naturally expected would be divided among
them, as had been done among the nobles of England,
The treaty was accordingly concluded : but:the clergy,
on the other hand, were equally aware of the consequences
of the proposed alliance ; and Cardinal Beaton, archbi-
shop of St Andrews, the primate of Scotland, contrived to
prevent its accomplishment. The furious spirit of Henry
the Eighth could ill brook a disappointment which at-once
mortified his ambition ard insulted his pride. A fleet of
two hundred sail, with a powerful army on board, eutered
the Forth to take vengeance on his enemies. The Eng.
lish army landed near Royston, and in their way to Leith
were opposed by a small hody of Scots, whom they spee-
dily put to flight; after which they took possession of
Leith. On the second day thereafter they marched for
Edinburgh. On their approach to the city they were met
by the provost, who offered, in the name of the citizens,
to evacuate the town, and to deliver the keys to the com-
mander of the English forces, provided they might have
liberty to carry their effects along with them, and that the
city shauld be saved from fire. The English general re~
jected the terms ; and required from the citizens an abso-
lute and unconditional submission of their lives and pro-
perties. The provost replying, ¢ It were better the city
should stand oun its defence,” was commanded to retire.
The Nether Bow gate was assaulted and beat open; a
faumber of the inhabitants were killed ; the English pro-

]
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Edinburgh ceeded with their heavy attillery against the eastle, which
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Invasion
under Ed-
watd VI

returned a fire so well directed and vigorous as obliged
them to desist from the attack. Being bafiled in their at-
tempts upon the castle, they took vengeance upon the city
with double fury, and a devastation almost incredible com-
menced. * They set it on fice in so many places, that the
smoke obliged them to leave the town. They returned,
however ; and; for three successive days, exerted their ut-
most efforts towards its total destruction. For seven miles
round Edinburgh the country was laid waste. The pa-
lace of Holyroodhouse, the castles of Craig Millar and
Roslin, and the pier of Leith, which was then entirely of
wood, were burnt. Hardly a house or village within that
space escaped the flames. While the army proceeded with
this barbarity by land, the fleet was not idle ; but, scour-
ing the Forth; almost every village from Fifeness to Stir-
ling wus plundered and burnt. At last, satiated with
cruelty and rapine, they retired, carrying with them not
only the spoil which they got by land, but also all the
ships and vessels in the Frith.

Not satisfied with this effort, the English government,
after Henry’s death, persisted in what was in these times
justly styled a rough sort of courtship. - With a view to
intimidate the Scots into a compliance, the Duke of So-
merset, three years thereafter, in 1547, entered Scotland
avith a powerful army. He gained a victory over’the

~Scots at Pinkie on the borders of East Lothian, and from

thence marched against Leith and Edinburgh ; which had
‘so rapidly recovered, that they were again become objects

of plunder. These ill-judged efforts, however, only tend-
ed for a time to aid the Popish cause, and to throw the
kingdom into the arms of France, along with the young
queen, who was married to the dauphin. '
So large a portion of the territory of Scotland was the
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property of ecclesiastics, and their’ power and influence Edinburgh,
were so firmly fixed, that the réformed opinions at first

spread very slowly, becdtise they could in no quarter be

opeuly avowed. The celebrated reformeér, John Knox, at john Krox
" fength returned in 1555 from Geneva, where he had been
cducated. He preached in private to the friends of the
reformation, and expatidted with vehemence against thé
impiety of those temporizing measures which the power

of the clergy had hitherto induced men to adopt. He
himself, however, was speedily under the necessity of fly-

ing from the kingdom ; but this did not prevent the pro-

gress of the new opinions. The dangerous weapons of }’op!sh!ritcs
wit and ridicule, for which the pageantry of the Y
mish church, and the licentious lives of its clergy during

that age, afforded ample scope, were employed with’ suc-

cess against it; so that the populace were inspired with

such contenipt for what they had formerly accounted most
sacred, that they wantonly defaced the images of the Vir-

gin Mary, the Trinity, and St Francis, in St Giles’s
church. On this account, in 1556, Mary of Lorrain,
queen dowager and regent of the kingdom, wrote from
Aberdeen a violent letter, requiring the provost, bailies,

and council of Edinburgh, to discover the authors of cer-

tain odious ballads and rhymes lately published, together

with the destroyers of the sacred images. Affairs, how-

ever, were now in such a state, that the current of popu-

lar opinion could not be resisted. In 1558, the clergy

made great preparations, as usual, for celebrating, on the

1st of September, the anniversary of St Giles, the patron

saint of Edinburgh. As they were not without appre-
hensions that the new converts miglt disturb the proces-

sion, they intreated the queen-regent to honour the solem-

nity with her presence, which they imagined would over-

awe the populace. This was agreed to. When the day
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Edinburgh.came, 'and every thing was in readiness for the procession,
the clergy, both secular and regular, repaired in great
state to the shrine of St Giles, to bring forth his statue ta
be carried in triumph. . It was now discovered that some
of the reformers, during the preceding night, had stolen -
the image ; and it was even said that they had cast it into,
the North Loch. This occasioned considerable confu-
sion ; but that St Giles might not lose a_triumph, or the
clergy submit to the ridicule of having their .procession
defeated, a small image was borrowed from the Grey Fri-
ars, which the reformers among the mob called in deri~
sion Young St Giles. The procession being attended by
the queen-regent and a multitude of priests and monks,
with music, was conducted peaceably till towards the
close ; when the queen having withdrawn, the mob dis-
mounted the image, and attacked the attendants. Then,
according to John Knox, ¢ Dagon was left without head
or hands; down’goes the cross ; off go the surplices, round
caps, and cornets, with the crowns; the grey friars ga-
ped ; the black friars blew ; the priests panted and fled
and happy. was he that got first to the house ; for such a

- sudden fray came never amaong the generation of antichrist
within this realm before.”

Proceed- Affairs were now approaching fast to a crisis, . The re-
ings of the

reformers, {OFmIng preachers appear to have understood well the na+

ture of the Roman Catholic religion, and the source of its
influence over the human mind ; they attacked, therefore,
all those sensible objects, and-all that apparatus of magni~

cent tetnples, statues, relics, music, robes, processions,
and splendid ceremonies, by which it imllnosed upon the
imaginations of men.. Persons of little discernment have
censured the reformers as barbarous, because they encou-
raged the multitnde to deface the finest monuments of hu-
man art, But.howevqr valuable these might be in them-
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sdves, they were here rendered absolutely pernicious, on Edinburgh

account of the use to which they were applied, that of en-
slaving the human mind to a degrading superstition. In
assallmg a religion which addressed itself to the passions

"and imaginations of men, and imposed upon their senses by
means of a magnificent apparatus, there existed no other
mode of carrying on the attack with success, than that of
demolishing the instruments by which it was' supported.
Accordingly no bad consequences resulted to Scotland
from the destruction of the fabrics, or of the institutions
which had been reared by the Roman Catholic supersti«
tion. The establishment of the liberty of the press, which
the first reformers supported, proved of more value to
markind, by diffusing the best means of intellectual ex-
ertion, than all the efforts of ingenuity which had for-
merly been exerted’in the improvement of the fine arts—
which gratify the imagination, but convey little instruc-
tion to the understanding.

The proselytes of the religious reformers having en
creased in number, they assumed the name of the Congre-
gation, and entered into an agreement for their mutual sup-~
port in propagating their tenets, in demolishing the build-
ings, and interrupting the solemnities, by which the catho-

lic priesthood had hitherto supported their power. Their gords of

chiefs were styled the Lords of the Congregation ; and be-
coming confident in their own strength, they advanced m
arms towards Edinburgh in the month of July 1559.
‘The queen-regent found it necessary to come to an agree-
ment with them ; by which each party consented, that the
separate religions should be exercised unmolested till the
10th of the following month of January. At the same
time, the magistrates of Edinburgh prevailed with the
Jords of the congregation to spare their churches to be
employed in the protestant worship ; and, in order to pre-

'mn

the congres
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Edinburgh. vent the populace of the country from tumultuously en-
tering the city, the gates were shut, excepting the Nether
Bow and the West port, which were strongly guarded.

French In the meanwhile, both parties endeavoured to strength-
Loopsin  en themselves. * The queen-regent perceived the impor-

tance of which the town of Leith might  become as an
inlet to forces from France, where the young queen re-
sided with her husband. Some troops of that nation were
stationed there, and had already thrown up some works
around it ; but the queen-regent now began to fortify it
in a regular and expensive manner, ‘and endeavoured
to rerider herself popular with the inhabitants. She grant-
ed them letters patent, empowering them to choose ma-
gistrates for the government of the ‘town, and divided
the inhabitants, as already mentioned, into’four .incor-
porations. She likewise purchased from Logan of Res-
talrig the superiority of the town and links, with the
view of erccting Leith into.a rayal borough, to render it
altogether independent of Edinburgh. These measures
greatly excited the jealousy of the lords of the congre-
gation, who assembled in October of the same year to en-
deavour to crush the preparations making against them.
Having assembled at Edinburgh, they ventured formal-
ly to declare the queen-regent suspended from her office
for mal-administration, by introducing foreign forces to
Bicge of €nslave the nation. They next summoned the garrison
Leith.  of Leith to evacuate the town. No regard was paid to
their summons, and they resolved to attack the fortifi-
cationns.  The town-council of Edinburgli, which bad at
all times been extremely jealous of the prdsperity or in-
dependence of Leith, contributed 2,000 merks towards the
enterprize. The attack was meant to be made chiefly by
means of scaling ladders, which were prepared in St Giles’s
church, which was now used for the reformed worship.
¥t would appear, that notwithstanding their hostility te
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the Roman catholic hietarchy, the first reforming elergy Edinburgh.
did not at once lay aside all the superstitions which it had
introduced. They weakly and impoliticly prognosticated
an uhfavourable termination to the expedition, on account
of the impiety which had been committed in preparing
the scaling ladders in a church.  Their party, however,
advanced to the attack under the cover of their artillery ;
but when they came to apply their scaling ladders to the
walls, they were found to be too short.  Their antagonists;
the French garrison, who possessed superior military disci-
pline, sallied forth upon them, and a rout of the reforming
party ensued. They were driven towards Edinburgh, and
over the country. To prevent the entrance of the cnemy
into Edinburgh, the gates of the city were shut against
the fugitives, which greatly augmented the confusion.
.“The lords of the congregation next applied to England A;qobtain.
for assistance; and the counsellors of Queen Elizabeth ‘E]uéf:;“‘.
readily discerned the importance of the existing crists, by
which she might be enabled to overturn in an instant the
alliance between France and Scotland, which had subsist-
ed for some centuries, and which had proved cxtremely
embarrassing to the English monarchs in all their conti-
nental wars, by forcing them to eccupy a large proportion
of their treops in the defence of their own frontier against
the incursions of their turbulent-northern neighbours,
Accordingly Elizabeth sent a body of English troops to
the aid of the lords of the congregation: and the new pas-
sions which had arisen in the mirds of men, now induced
Scots and English troops, who for ages had only met in
hostility, to co-operate cordially in a common object. The
town-council of Edinburgh contributed, in April 1560,
L. 1600 Scots as a month’s pay for 400 men to be em-
ployed in the reduction of Leith. After various assaults
and skirmishes, the French troops receiving no assistance
from their own country, were under the necessity of sur-
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Edinburgh. rendering the fortifications of Leith, and of departing from

Arrival of

zy.

the” kingdom. .

‘By the death of the queen-regent, which happened at
this time, and the expulsion of the French troops, the lords
-of the congregation were left masters of the kingdom ; for
Quecen Elizabeth, not to excite jealousy, or to injure the
value of the service which she had performed, immediate-
ly withdrew the English forces. A parliament was as-
sembled at Edinburgh ; and the reformers now established
by law their confession of faith, and instantly proceeded
to authorise in their own favonr a portion of that religious
intolerance and persecution of which they had so loudly
complained when exercised against them. The town-
council of Idinburgh resolved not to be behind the par-
liament, and issued an act or edict, ordering all papistsand
whoremongers to be banished from the town ; the former,
after being exposed at the market-cross for six hours, and
the latter, after being carried in 2 cart asa spectacle along
the principal streets, for the first offence; to be burned
on the cheek for the second ; and to suffer death for the
third offence. Thedeacon of the fleshers was actually, in
obedience to this act, soon thereafter carted for adultery.

During the times of popery in Scotland, the Sunday
‘had been employed, not merely as a day of amusement,
but all fairs and markets were regularly held upon it. Aa
act of the council of Edinburgh cofrected this abuse with-
in their jurisdiction, by ordering that no gooeds should be
isold, nor shops or taverns opened, during divine service.

In 1561, the unfortunate Mary Queen of Scots arrived

Queen'Ma-iy her turbulent kingdom ; in which she found the religion

.which she had been taught in France become an object of
abhorrence. On the Sunday after her arrival, the mob of
‘Edinburgh raised a tumult at the palace, and could scarce-
1y be restrained from interrupting divine service, or even
from hanging the priest ; and the magistrates of Edinburgh
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tenéwed their edict, and commanded all papists and whore- Edinburghi
mongers to leave the city in 48 hours. The.queen sent
a letter to the town-council, complaining of an edict so in4
jurious to those of her religion ; upon which they again
renewed the proclamation, with this difference, that instead
of 48 hours, the same persons were now required to leave
the city and liberties, under the penalty of being carted,
burned on the cheek, and banished the city for ever.
This so much provoked the queen, that she sent an ordery
directing the town-council instantly to deprive the provost
and bailies of their offices, and to elect others in their stead:
The council, who appear to have been at once petulant
and pusillanimous, immediately obeyed the order. The
queen at the same time issued a proclamation, granting li=
berty to all good and faithful subjects to repair to or re-
main in Edinburgh at their pleasure ; which gave occasion
to Knox to make this pleasant observation: ¢ And so
murderers, adulterers, thieves, whores, drunkards, idola-
ters, and all malefactors, géts protection under the queen’s
wings, under colour that they were of her religion,—and
so got the devil freedom again ; whereas before, he durst
not have been seen in day-light upon the common streets.”
The severity of manners, which in Scotland resulted
from the peculiar character which the reformation of re=
ligion had assumed, in consequence of its being carried
through by the populace under the direction of a set of
clergy for whom no liberal pecuniary emoluments were
provided, and who aspired to distinction by austerity and
enthusiasm, gave rise on the following year to an edict of
the town-council ; by which it was ordered, that all adul-
terers and fornicators, without distinction, should be ap-
prehended and committed to the iron-house, there to be
fed with bread and water for the space of one month ; the
former to be banishéd the town for ever, and the latter to
be whipt at the cart’s tail, and banished the town, till the
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Edinburgh. magistrates and church were thoroughly satisfied with their

reformation. = The crime of adultery was soon afier made
capital by parliament.

The zeal against popery also continued, notwithstand-
ing the efforts of the court.  The archbishop of St An-
drews was imprisoned for saying and hearing mass ; and
Sir James Carvet, a popish priest, being apprehended for
celebrating mass in the Cowgate, was twice pilloried at the
market-cross of Edinburgh, arrayed in his sacerdotal robes,
and with a chalieein his hand. He was attended by the
common héangman, and severcly treated by the mob.

In these tempestyous times, it appears that the govern-
ment agted with no regard tawards law or the rights of
communities, and thereby gave to the populace an ex-
ample of disorder. Queen Mary repeatedly interfered
without disguise in the election of the magistrates of
Edinburgh, directing who were to be chosen, and even
ordering the deposition of individual magistrates. This
was done without assigning any special reason.—It be-
longs rather to general history than to such a work as the
present, to take notice of all the disorders of these times. It
appears, however, that notwithstanding their religious zeal,
the citizens of Edinburgh were not upan the whole dis-
affected to this unfortunate queen, even after’ the mys-
terious death of her husband Darsley had excited in- -
vincible suspicions against her character. And after an
association to avenge his death had been formed under the
appellation of the Solemn League and Covenant, at the head
of which were the earls of Morton and Athole, we find

_that Edinburgh was considered as a place in which it

would not be safe long to treat her person with disre-
spect.  Accordingly, after the battle, or rather surrender,
at Carberry hill, and the flight of Bothwell, when she had
delivered herself to the disaffected party, they did not
venture to confine ber in Edinburgh more than ore night,
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On this occasion, however, she was grievously insulted by Edinburgh.
the populace, who accused her of having a share in the

murder of her hus. and, and reproached her with having
married his murderc . Others exposed a flag, wherein Queen Mas
was painted the corpse of the late king lying under atrec,;’;i“}“‘
with the prince his son on his knees before him, with the

motto, Fudge and revenge my cause, O Lord ! At thissight

Mary was struek with great terror, and intreated the peo-

ple to consider that she was their native princess, and that

they would respect her as such, and not abuse her. But

she was hurried away from the city before her misfortunes

had leisure to produce a.chaage in the sentiments of the
multitude. Her infant son, James the Sixth, was proclaim-

ed king; and the earl of Morton, who had been at the head

of the insurgents, was appointed regent. His first object

was to obtain possession of the castle ; which was sold to

him by the governor, and Sir William Kirkaldy was ap-

pointed in his stead.

The queen’s party, however, gradually gained strength, Civil war,
and was joined by Kirkaldy, the governor of Edinburgh ’
castle. The two parties, under the appellation of Zing’s
men and queen’s men, alternately obtained possession of
the city, which became the scene of frequent battles, or
rather skirmishes. The king’s party was even under the
necessity of having recourse to the dangerous aid of queen
Elizabeth ; who gladly seized the opportunity of holding
Scotland, and the next heir of her crown, in a state of per~
petual dependence and alarm. An English general was
sent down to the assistance of the regent. ;

In 1571, the queen’s forces, under the earl of Huntly
and others, were in possession of Edinburgh, while the
Earl of Morton occupied Leith. Various encounters
occurred between the opposite parties, and much slaugh-
ter took place in the suburbs of the city. Each- party
put to death as traitors the prisoners-that fell into their
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Bdinburgh. hands ; but being at length weary of this unprofitable
e J
slaughter, a truce took place ; atthe end of which, the Earl
of Morton having got possession of the ‘city, a constant
warfare was made from it against the castle ; which was at
last besieged in form by Scots and English troops, with a
train of English artillery.’ The castle was attacked by
means of five batteries;, placed at considerablé distances
from each other on the highest grounds to the south, the
west, and the north, from Heriot’s hospital to where the
new town is situated. After a siege of 33 days, when
the fortifications were in a great measare demolished, and
the water had failed, the governor surrendered to the
English general by capitulation : But, contrary to the
articles of the capitulation, the governor was treacherously
delivered up by queen Elizabeth to the. Scottish regent,
by whom he was tried and put to death as a traitor,
Morton speedily rendered himself unpopular by aéts of
rapacity, and by the jealousy with which he attempted to
establish his power at the expence of the lives of those
; whom he accounted his enemies. He was at last (A. D.
1577) under the necessity of resigning the government
into the hands of the young king. His brother, who was
governor of Edinburgh castle, resolved to hold out, and
attempted to provide provisions against-a siege ; but the
citizens of Edinburgh having opposed his design, and at-
tacked his soldiers, he surrendered the castle upon recei-
ving a pardon ; which, according to the barbarous policy
of the times, did not ultimately afford him protection.
State ofthe  The situation of James the Sixth, like that of every
kingdom.  Geottish king, was extremely perplexing. The country
was filled' with numerons ‘powerful barons, who set the
law at defiance. So far from being in condition to admi-
nister justice, and to endeavour to éiyilize a restless and
semi-barbarous people, the kings found great difficulty in
protecting themselves. Various attempts, during the carly
i
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pirt of his reign, were. thade to deptive James the Sixth Edinburgh.
of his freedom ; for the purpose of using what authotity

he possessed as an engine in the hands of a faction, or
some powerful chiefi Thé Earl of Morton, in litile more -
than a year after he resigned the regency, went to Stirling
castle, where the king resided. Having contrived to ob-

tain the command of the garrison, he seized and céonfined

the king’s person there; and resumed his former authotity:
The king having written ‘to Edinburgh, complaining of

his confinement, great commotions were instantly excited.
The citizens threatened to march to his relief, and Morton
found it necessary to bring the king to Edinburgh. ' He
was received with much pageantry ; which, while it de-
monstrated the loyalty of the citizens, is Worthy of béing
recorded on account of | its tendency to give a correct idea

of the pedantry and fantastic taste of the times.

The citizens were ordered to appear in rich dresses, and g:;éi?::ry
the streets to be decorated with tapestry and rich “arras
work. The king, arriving in ‘the neighbourhood of the
city, dismounted without the West Port, where the magis- -
trates, uncovered, received and conducted him into the
town under a2 magnificent canopy of purple velvet. At
the West Port he was saluted by a person represeriting
King' Solomon, attended by a numerous train in Yewisd
habits, with the two women striving for the child; thence .
proceeding to the West Bow, thére was seen suspended
therein a large polished brazen globe; from which, in a
machine, descended a Cupid; who presented him with the
keys of the city gates, made of silver, in a silver bason,
accompanied with an excellent concert of music. Arri-
ving at the Tolbooth, he was harangued by peisons re-
presenting Peace, Plenty, and Justice, in the Greek, La-
tin, and Scottish languages; and at his entering St GILES’s
church, his Majesty was addressed by Religion in the He- -

Vor. L. O
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‘brew tongue ; ard after sermon, he repaired to the mar-

ket cross, where Bacchus, on a gilt hogshead,, was distri-
buting wine in -bumpers amongst the people, under the
sound of trumpets and loud acclamations of the citizens..

" At the Nether Bow was erected the nativity, and over it.

Edinburgh
the support
of the
Crown.

the genealogies,.of the Stofzish kings from Fergus I. Du-
ring the procession the streets were bestrewed: with flowers,
while- the. ordnance in the castle loudly proclaimed the-
king’s-welcome. :

It appears,. that at this time the Scottish monarch could:
scarcely,. for ordinary service,  command any other force
than that which the city of Edinburgh occasionally pro-
vided. In the beginning of the year 1580 he obtained.
from the Town-Council of Edinburgh a guard of 100
men. ;| Thinking himself still insecure, he obtained from.-
the same body,. speedily thereafter, this guard to be
doubled.. Having seized the Earl of Morton as a prison-
er, the king was afraid to detain that pewerful nobleman
so near to his own person as the castle of Edinburgh, and.
wished . him conveyed to Dumbarton ; but he had no
other mode of accomplishing this object than by applying,

~ once more to the Town-~Council of Edinburgh fer 100 men

to convey the deposed regent to his place of imprisonment:
in the west..

The good terms that subsisted between this monarch
and the people of his capital did not long continue with-~
out interruption. The clergy appear to have been the:
chief causes of dissension. They attempted to establish.
over the people an influence superior to that of the mo-
narch; and he found them on all occasions the chief ob-
stacles to his measures. A mutual jealousy was speedily
excited, and displayed itself on every occasion. The Earl
of Gowrie having seized the person of the king, kept him.
in confinement, and directed affairs at his pleasure. The
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elergy joir.xed their influence to that of the faction twhich Edinburgh.
had obtained possession of the king’s person. When gy
Henry the Third of France sent an ambassador to Edin-
burgh, to endeavour to obtain the restoration of the king
to his independence, the clergy insulted the ambassador
in their sermons ; and when the king desired the magis-
trates of Edinburgh to entertain the gentlemen of the em-
bassy, the clergy ordained a fast to be observed on the day
fixed for the entertainment, and endeavoured to keep the
people all day in church by the length of their sermons.
When the kirig had escaped from the power of Gowrie
and his associates, the clergy still persisted in approving
the conduct of that party, and openly accused the king of
perverting the laws both of God and man. Still, how=
ever, the city of Edinburgh appears to have been the
king’s principal resource in every respect. The Town-
Gouncil was in such good credit, that they borrowed mo-
ney at 5 per cent. when the ordinary rate of interest a-
mounted to double that sum: When the Duke of Len-
nox’s two sisters arrived from France, the king quartered
them for fifteen or twenty days npon the Town-Council,
who agreed with certain persons to maintain the ladies du-
ring the time required. When the celebrated Spanish ar«
mada approached the coast of Scotland, the Town-Coun-
cil, besides ordering the citizens to arm themselves, im-
mediately ‘raised 300 men, and provided funds for their
subsistence as a military body. They also entertained an
embassy from Navarre at a considerable expence. On a
treaty of marriage being concluded between King James
and the Princess Ann of Denmark, the Town-Council
were at the expence of sending a vessel, properly fitted
out, to convey her home.. The king had commanded
them to entertain the royal bride and her retinue till the
palace of Holyroodhouse could be fitted up for her re-
Oz
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Edinburgh. ception. ~ This burden was avoided by presenting to his
. Majesty the sum of 5000 merks. When the marriage
was solemnized in the church of St Giles, the Town-
Council presented to the bride a jewel of considerable va-
lue, which the king had deposited with them in security
for'a large sum of money which he had borrowed from
them. The king farther commanded them to entertain
the Danish ambassadors who attended the queen.

It is not wonderful that a prince, thus accustomed to le-
vy money from his subjects arbitrarily whenever he found
occasion for it, was ill pleased with the constitution of
England wlen he became monarch of that kingdom, and
was offended with the obstinate adherence of the parlia-
ment there to their ancient privilege of holding the pub-
lic purse, and of giving no money to the prince unless in
consequence of public discussion.

- When the king’s eldest son, Prince Henry was born,
who died without coming to the throne, the Town-Coun-
cil of Edinburgh, in 1504, presented to the king ten tons
of wine to celebrate the prince’s baptism, and sent 100 of
the inhabitants richly accoutred to Stirling to attend as a
guard at the ceremony. When, in 1596, the Princess Eliza-
beth Wwas born, who was afterwards wife to the unfortunate
clector palatise, king of Bohemia (and from whom our pre-
sent royal family is descended), the king invited the ma-
gistrates of Edinburgh to the christening ; 2ad the Town-
Council, in return, granted an obligation upon the com-
munity to pay to the princess the sum of L.10,000 Scet-
tish money at her marriage ; which was accordingly paid,
seventeen yedrs thereafter, in 1513.

Selition of | In'the meanwhile the disputes between the king and
the Clergy: the clergy were still going on. The popish nobility of
Scotland had entered into a conspiracy to assist the Spa-
nish invasion of England ; and their leaders were banish-
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ed fora short time. On their being suffered to return, Edinburgh.
the clergy throughout the kingdom sounded the alarm of

the danger from popery. In particular, oune Black, a mi-

nister at St Andrew’s, in a sermon, declared that the king,

by permitting the return of the popish lords, had demon-

strated the treachery of his own heart: he said that all

kings were the devil’s children; that Satan ruled the Scot-

tish court ; that Queen Elizabeth was an atheist ; thatthe

nobility were enemies to the church, and the lords of ses-

sion a set of miscreants and bribers,

Black was summoned to answer for his sermon before the
privy council ; but he insisted, that the conduct or language
of a clergyman in the pulpit could only be tried before the
ecclesiastical courts. The king found himself too weak to
inflict any punishment upon Black ; and his brethren the
clergy, instead of censuring his conduct, ordained a solemn
fast to be kept to avert impending judgments on account
of the ill treatment of the faithful pastors of the church.
The ministers of Edinburgh were not behiad their bre-
thren in zeal; and their fears were wrought upon by a
fictitious letter, which intimated that the king had some
dangerous scheme on foot against them. The result was,
that on the ensuing Sundzy, Walter Balcanqnall, whose
turn it was to preach, inveighed against the treachery of
the king’s ministers ; and, addressing himself to the no-
bility then present, called upon them to imitate the con-
duct of their ancestors in supporting zealously their reli-
gion ; and requested the principal persons present to meet
at the end of the service, ‘to assist himself and his col-
leagues with their advice. At this meeting a petition was
prepared, and ordered to be presented to the king by two
noblemen, two gentlemen; and two ministers. The per-
sons who presented the petition treated his Majesty with
little ceremony ; and a multitude of people crowding inte
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ndlﬂ‘f“’gh -the apartment, the king was under the necessity of very

The King
flies from

Edmburgh.

suddenly withdrawing into another, of which he ordered
the doors to be shut. When the populace learned tha

their petition was likely to be disregarded, their rage be-
came very great ; and if they had not been restrained by
their deacon convener, there was great danger that they
would have forced open the deors, and destroyed the king
and.all that were with him. Sir-Alexander Hume, the
provost, wha had been confined to his house, ‘hearing of
the king’s danger, came forth, and with much difficulty
prevailed with the multitude to disperse.

The king took care to avoid a second petition by re-
moving from Edinburgh to Linlithgow. Here he issued
a proclamation, stating, ¢ That the king, cousidering the
late treasonable uproar, moved by factious persons of the
ministry of Edinburgh, who, after they had uttered the
most seditious speeches in the pulpit, did convene a
number of noblemen, barons, and others, in the Little
Church, and sent some of the number to his Majesty,
being then in the upper session house, using him in a most
irreverent manner, and with speeches ill becoming any sub-

- ject; and that a multitude of the townsmen, by persuasion

of the' said ministry, had treasonably put themselves in
arms, intending to bereave his Majesty and his council of
their lives—did think the said town an unsafe place for
the ministration of justice; and therefore ordained the
lords of session, the sheriff, and commissioners of justice,
with their several members and deputies, to remove them-
selves forth of the town of Edinburgh, and be ready to re-
pair to such places as should be appointed ; commanding,
in like sort, all noblemen and barons to dispatch them to
their houses, and not presume to convene, either in that or
any other place, without his Majesty’s licence, under the
pain of his Higness’s displcasure,” =N
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As'the desertion of the city by the Court, and the officers Edinburgh.
«of the law, threatened to affect very seriously the interests o AT X
of the inhabitants, it greatly cooled their religious zeal. The
ministers in vain attempted to -procure an association of
the nobility and gentry in their defence, and were under
the necessity of lying to England.. A meeting of parlia-
ment was called at Ediriburgh ; and the tumult having been

declared high treason, a resolution was adopted to com-
mence a.criminal process againstthe incorporation. Thir-

‘teen members of the town-council, as representing the
whole, were ordered :to surrender themselves for. frial at
‘Perth. :One of them having failed to appear, the town
“was declared guilty of rebellion, and the city revenues
were sequestrated for the king’s use. The whole affair Reconcilia-
ended inan-agreement, that the city should pay to the king }2?2g°f,;’;°

20,000 merks, and that the houses of the ministers-ofthe City.
J.dinburgh, which stood together, and- were a rallying point
for the mch, should be surrendered to the king ; and that
the clergy ehould be compelled for the future to reside in
separate quarters of the city.

- From that period till the accession of James to the ‘throne Unjon of
of England, inconsequence of the death of Queen Eliza- theCrowns.
beth, nothing of importance relative to the city seems to
* have occurred. On the Sunday previous to his departure,
the.king went to the church of St Giles, as if to take a
solemn farewel -of the subjects -of -his native kingdom.
“The minister preached-an appropriate discourse ;' and the
people seeming to be much moved, the king addressed
them at the end of the service ; and in a speech express-
ed his great attachment to them ; requested them not to be
dejected on account of his departure ; and promised, that
as his power of serving them was now increased, they
should derive a proportionable advantage from his li-
berality.
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Edinburgh.  The removal of the Court is an event of singular im-
Removal of portaice in the history of Edinburgh and of Scotland,
the court,  The two kingdoms.of Scotland and England had existed
during several ages in a state of animosity, which was never
entirely free from some . sort of active hostility, at least
upon the borders of the two kingdoms. The English
monarchs had in vain attempted to subjugate Scotland ;
but, by the circumstance of the Scottish king becoming
heir to the English crown, the Scots considered themselves
as having, in the person of their monarch, made an acqui-
sition of England ; whereas, in truth, England acquired
them as a dependant state. For a short time, indeed, the
Scots, who followed the court of their monarch, derived
no small profit from the countenance of g prince who was
their countryman, and had become the sovereign of a
wealthy people. But the family of this prince speedily
became Englishmen, and knew Scotland only as a pro-
vince of their dominions, of which England was the cen-
ter and the capital. Had the French in former times, in+
stead of contending obstinately in defence of their salique
law, that is, of the exclusive succession of males to their-

- crown, admitted the right of succession through females,
and even conceded the right of the Royal Family of Eng-
land to succeed to the throne of France, England must have
experienced precisely the same humiliation that ultimate-
ly occurred to Scotland. The Royal Family, residing
in the greatest and most populous and wealthy part of
their dominions, would have speedily become Frenchmen,
and England would have sunk into a province of France.
The celebrated battles of Cressy and Agincourt, of which
the English boast to this day, were stupidly fought by
them for the purpose of accomplishing their own subjugas
tion ; and the chief misfortune which the French sustained,
oonsisted of their not being sufficiently beaten,.or thay



MIDLOTHIAN, 217

these battles did not enable the English monarchs to seat Edinburgh.
e et
themselves firmly on the French throne.

From the time of the departure of the monarch, Scot= State of
land remained, till the legislative union under Queen Anne, afu:.h:l“de
in a most unhappy state. The Scottish language became ‘é’"“" ;’:‘hﬁ '
a provincial dialect; Edinburgh became little better than a
mere provincial capital ; or, if it ever emerged intq notice,
it was by its misfortunes, that is, by becoming the seat of *
anarchy, or of some form of civil discord. In the mean- .
while, the Scottish nobles, no longer able to contend with
effect against their prince, now become the monarch of a
powerful people, lost their ancient spirit of independence, .
and became converted into greedy landlords, who collect-
ed with eagerness their revenues to expend them in a dis-
tant capital. Literature and arts.fell into decay ; all the
evils of the ancient political institations of the country were
aggravated. The nobles were slaves to the prince, while
at the same time the people, subjectedto the territorial juris~
diction of the nobles, enjoyed none of that protection and
security which a great monarchy is calculated to give to
the inferior orders of men. These evils might havebeen
almost entirely prevented or compensated, by extending
the benefit of the English constitution to Scotland, that is,
by uniting the legislatures of the two countries. The
king is said to have proposed this measure ; but the pride
of Englishmen revolted against the idea of recciving
Scotchmen into their parliament, or allowing to their an-
cient enemies to share the name of Englishmen. They
were ultimately brought to think rationally upon this sub-
ject only by their usual bugbear, the terror of a French
invasion ; the fear of which has at all times been found
sufficient to induce the English nation to} submit to any
sacrifice.

In the year-1604, we fiad that the pestilence raged in
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- Edinburgh, f:‘.dinburgh ‘to a great degree ; so that it was necessary te

James VI,
Fevisits

compel, by the highest peualties of the law, the persons
elected into the magistracy to accept of their offices. No-
thing farther worthy of notice appears to have occurred
during many years ; and by the removal of the court, and
of the factions by which the country was divided, Edin-
burgh enjoyed a degree of tranquillity formerly unknown
to this turbulent people. In 1618, King James returned
to visit his native country, and to enjoy the pleasure of ex-

- Edinburgh. hibiting to the Scots the splendour of an English monarch.

He was received at the West Port by the town-council in
their robes, and by the principal citizens dressed in black
welvet. The deputy town-clerk, Johu Hay, addressed the
king in a long speech ; in which his Majesty was compared
to David and Solomon, ard to the Roman Czsars; and
was told, that his gevernment was the quintessence of
skill in roling ; that the hills and groves were refreshed
by the dew of his presence ; and that the senate-house of
the planets had been convened at his birth, to bestow
upon him all possible perfections. At the same time,
what was perhaps still more acceptable than this speech,
the sum of 10,000 merks was presented to the king in a
silver bason, to render his heart propitious to this ancient
city. The king appears to have spent at this visit a part
of his time at Stirling in his favourite amusement of scho-
lastic disputation, with persons sent thither from the uni-
versity of Edinburgh; and distinguished himself great.
1y by his skill in punning ; which appears in that age to
have been a very fashionable accomplishment.

CharlesT. , The next royal visit with which Edinburgh was honour-
;';ﬁb gk ed was from Charles the First in 1633. He was received

with the most absurd pageantry ; a person in female attire,
representifig Caledonia, addressed him under a triumphal
arch, in along thyming speech, at the West Bow. Atthe



MIDLOTHIAN. 219

>

west end of the tolbooth was a second triumphal arch, on Edinburgh.
which were painted 109 kings of Scotland. Mercury was
represented conducting Fergus the first king of Scotland ;
who, in a grave speech, gave many good advices to Charles
as his successor. At the Cross a mount was raised, repre-
senting Parnassus adorned with rocks and trees; a stream of
water, representing Helicon, issued from a fountainbetween
the two tops of the mount ; two bands of music, with an or-
gan, were placed on the south side, and on the north side
sat Apollo 2nd the nine muses. Apollo prononnced a
panegyric upon the king, and theh presented him with a
whole volume of panegyrics, composed for the'occasion by
the members of the university ; after which the muses
sung a song in his praise.

At the Nether Bow, under a third triumphal arch, the
king was addressed in congratulatory speeches by persons
represcuting the seven plancts. The expence of the king’s
entry, tegether with a present made to him, cost the city
L.41,489, 1s. Scots, We may remark once for all, that
L..12 of Scots money is equal to L.1 Sterling.

The troubles which agitated the reign of Charles the
First began in Edinburgh. At the reformation from po-
pery, the property of the church was seized by the nobles,
who obtained at various periods their possession, tobe con-
firmed by grants negligently bestowed by the different kings.
The consequence was, that the Scottish presbyterian clergy,
having no proper provision from the state, were under the
necessity of securing a scanty subsistence by ingratiating
themselves with the people ; which they did, by practising
austere manners, and by representing, in an odious light,
the luxury and vanity of kings and nobles, of whom they
endeavonred to render themselves independent. Charles
wished, as a politician, to subdue their turbulent spirit.
The most obvious mode of accomplishing this object evi-
dently consisted of holding out to them objects of personal



220 MIDLOTHIAN.

Edinburg_h'-' avarice or ambition, by establishing wealthy benefices,
such as he fourd in Englanid. He was also himsclf a
conscientions sectary, ‘rigicﬂy attached to the govern-
ment of the christian church, by bishops. Influenced by
both of these views, he made considerable efforts to res-
cue a part of the ancient property of the church from the
hands into which it had fallen, and to establish in Scot-
land the forms of the church of England. © To the first of
these views the clergy could have no objection ; buta large
body of them, together with the people at large, had ac-
quired an invincible antipathy against all church digni-
ties and ecclesiastical ceremonies, which they considered
as allied to popery. The king established a regular and
complete arrangement of ecclesiastical dignities ; and the
23d of July 1637 was appointed for introducing the new
service into the church of St Giles. On this extraordinary
occasion, the lord chancellor, the two archbisheps of St
Andrews and Glasgow, the privy counsellors, the bishops,
the lords of session, and a vast concourse of people attend-
ed. No sooner had the dean of Edinburgh, James Hannah,
appeared in his surplice, than a great tumult was excited
in the church. chiefly by the women present, who' inter-

Jenny Ged-Tupted the service by their noise.  The bishop of Edin- '

gf:;;org‘f‘“" burgh went into the pulpit, and reminded the people of the
sanctity of the place; but an old woman, named Janet
Geddes, casting at his head the stool upon which she sat,
cxclaimed, ¢ Out, thou false thief, wouldst thou say mass
at my lug (ear).” The magistrates at length succeeded
in turning the turbulent part of the multitude out of the
church, and the service proceeded ; but with great inter-
ruptions, in consequence of the noise which was kepf up
by throwing stones against the doors and windows, and by
incessant cries to pull down the pope and antichrist. When
the congregation was dismissed, the bishop was with diffi-

LA
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culty rescued from the popular fury. This transaction isEdinburgh.
known in Scotland to this day by the name of ¢ Jenriy_—v_-‘
Geddes’s reformation.” It was the commencement of a
sanguinary civil war, which terminated in the destruction
of the monarch and the suspension of the monarchy ; and
ought undoubtedly to remain as a warning to princes and
magistrates to remain satisfied with the dominion they
possess in this world, without attempting, in any case, to
quarrel with their people on account of the speculative
notions which the latter may entertain concerning futurity.

During the autumn which succeeded the event above-
mentioned, the liturgy was used for some time quietly in
the churchesof Edinburgh ; but about the middle of October,
when the city began to be more crowded with inhabitants,
the opposition to the new service was resumed.” To repress
this opposition, and particularly to prevent any concourse of
persons to Edinburgh on account of religious matters, the
privy-council of Scotland issued, on the 17th of October,
no less than three proclamations. By the first, they ordered
all persons, who had come to Edinburgh on account of
ecclesiastical affairs, to. return home under the penalty of
being denounced rebels ; the second, appointed the court
of session to be removed to Linlitigow ; and the third, or-
dered an obnoxious pamphlet to be called in and burned.

These proclamations, especially that for removing the
court of session from Edinburgh to Linlithgow, served
only to exasperate without intimidating the people. OnTumults
the following day, the bishop of Galloway was insulted;}i’gx‘:.t g
by the multitude on his way to a meeting of the privys
council. Having with great difficulty reached the council-
chamber, he and the other privy-counsellors were be
sieged there by the mob. The lords of the privy-council
sent secretly to request assistance from the magistrates and
town-council ; but it was soon found that the magistrates
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Edinburgh. themselves stood in no less need of assistance. Theif
council-chamber had been broken into' by the multitude ;
and they were threatened with immediate destruction, if
they did not instantly subscribe a petition against the ser-
vice-book ; a’demand with which they were at last under
the necessity of complying. In the meanwhile, the earl
of Traquair, lord treasurer, with the earl of Wigton, left
the privy-council'to go to join the magistrates of the city ;
though for what good purpose does not appear. They
found, that the magistrates had obtained their liberty ; but
they themselves, in attempting toreturn, were insulted by the
furious multitude; who shouted from 2all sides, “ God de~
fend all those who will defend God’s cause, and God con-
found the service-book 2nd 2ll maintainers of it.”

z'ii;n{:l‘::g The lords, in imminent danger, assured the populace,
that they would represent their grievances to his majesty :
but when they perceived that the people treated with con-
tempt an order to disperse, on pain of the royal displea-
sure, they felt the necessity of having recourse to entrea-
ties and supplications. Before this measure was' adopt-
ed, the fury of the multitude had encreased to such a
height, that the lord treasurer was assaulted and thrown
down ; his hat, cloak, and white staff taken from him ;
and, had he not been soon taken up by certain of his
friends, he must have been trod to death. In this woeful
state, Traquair, without hat, cloak, or staff, was conduct-
ed to the council-chamber, where the bishop of Orénej,
and other privy-counsellors were attending their fate.
The privy-council were under the necessity of at last send-
ing to solicit the protection of some of the popular nobility
and gentry, who were most violent in opposition to the
measures of the Court. This they were fortunate enough
to obtain ; and the multitude, who respected the chiefs of
their own party, quietly suffered the privy-counsellors to
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Be conducted to their own houses. The privy-council Edinburgh.
met on the same afternoon at the palace of Holyroodhouse,
and issued a proclamation, prohibiting public convocations
of people within the city : but this was disregarded, and.
the privy-council, having no troops under their command,
were under the necessity of seeking safety, by retiring to
Stirling.~ A royal proclamation was next issued, pardon~
ing past offences, and commanding peaceable behaviour
but wherever it was published, it was solemnly protested-
against.. Edinburgh was now crowded with people ; and,
in imitation of the measure which had been adopted upon
the murder of the Earl of Darnley, a “ Solemn LeagueThe Cove-
and Covenant” was entered into. This was a bond or™™
instrument subscribed and sworn to by all ranks of per-
sons ; whereby they renounced popery, engaged to resist
all religious innovations, and to stand by each other against
all opposition. At the same time, a declaration was in-
serted, disclaiming all hostility to the king, and expressing
a resolution to defend his person and authority ; though
it was equivocally added, that this was to be done in the
preservation and defence of the true religion. All ranks
of perspns hastened with the utmost eagerness to subscribe
and swear to the performance of this covenant. They at
the same time arranged themselves into different clubs at
Edinburgh, according to their different ranks; and these
clubs were denominated tables, the representatives of
which governed the whole kingdom.

The king found it necessary, from his weakness, ari-
sing from want of troops and money, and the disaffection
of his English subjects, to temporise with the Scottish co-
venanters. He sent down the Marquis of Hamilton to
hold a parliament and the general assembly of the clergy.
He was met some miles from Edinburgh by 2n immense
multitade of covenanters, who' wished to display theix
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Edinburgh. sirength, and of whom about 60,000 were now assembled
b—r—-——

at Edinburgh. They refused to abandon their covenant,
invited the coinmissioner himself to subscribe it, and re=
fused to permit the English. service to be read before him
in the chapel of Holyroodhousc ~The commissioner re-

turned to London without accomplishing any division

Civil War.

among the covenanters; and the King found it necessary;
by royal proclamation, tc discharge the use of the’ ob=
noxious service-book.

In November 1638, a general assembly of tlie churcli,
which was attefided by the most powerful laymen in the
kingdom; was held at Glasgow. Here the whole bishops
were deprived, episcopacy abolished, and all persons or-
dered to sign the covenant under thé penalty of excoms=
munication ; and, in the beginning of the following year,
4 mecting at Edinburgh of tlie different estates of parlia-
ment unanimously resolved upon war against the royal
authority: Troops were levied ; the castle of Edinburgh,
being destitute of provisions, surrendered, and Leith was
fortified. The king made a feeble attempt to reduce them
by means of English forces ;- but the disaffection of his
English parliament, who gave every countenance to the
Scottish covenanters, enabled the latter successfully to
set him. at defiance. ~When the civil wars began in
England; the covenanters sent an army of 20,000 men
into England to assist the parliament. It is not the pro=
vince, however, of a work of this sort; to enter into a
detail of the transactions which occurred in this part of
the island duting the momentuous period now under con=
sideration. . For this reason; we shall not here take notice
of those altetnate reverses; in consequence of which, some
of the most distinguished leaders of both parties, such as
Montrose and the two Argyles; were brought to the scaf-
feld. It is suflicient here to observe, that after the fall of
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Charles the First, his son was immediately. ‘proclaimed Edinburgh.
at Edinburgh 4 and having cdme over from Holland, he
was teazed by the fanaticism of the clergy till the time
when he was driven out of Scotland by Oliver Cromwell.
In consequence of the defeat of the Scottish army at Dun-
bar, in 1650, Edinburgh’ once more sunk into 2 state of
tranquillity and insignificance till the restoration in 1660+
Charles the Second’s government was extremely tyranni-C harles the
cal in Scotland. - He restored episcopacy, which was: still sf,f;::.
odious to the people ; and nearly one half of the clergy mm“"‘
Scotland were suddenly dismissed from their benefices for
refusing to conform toit:  The priv y-counc1l assumed the
power - of ‘banishment to the foreign settlements’; enor-
mous fines were imposed on account of non-attendance
upon public worship ; and arbitrary imprisonment was
carried by them to a'great length. Some trifling rebel-
lions were excited, which were followed by endless san-
guinary executions.” As the quarrel was of a religions na-
ture; the sufferers were considered by themselves and their
party as earning a crown of martyrdom. The effect of
the whole was; that the royal family of Stuart becamé
ntterly odious to the Scottish presbyterians;.and to thig
day, among theé religious and well-informed part of the
commion people in the south of Scotland, their memory is
regarded with the utmost abhorrence.

The news of the landing of the Prince of Orange in Revolution,
England was received in Scotland by ‘the presbyterians,
who formed the great body of the people; with unbounded
joy. Thelr leaders flocked to Edinburgh from all T
ters. Great severities were exercised upon papists, epis<
topals; and upon all friends to the unhappy and exiled
toyal family of whatever denomination. The Earl of.
Perth, chancellor; fled from Edinburgh ; and the govern«
ment fell entirely into ‘the hands of the revolution party.

Vor. Lk P
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Edinburghe A: mob rose ; drums were beat through the city ; the in-«
habitants assembled in great multitudes ; they proceeded
to demolish the chapel of Holyroodhouse, but were oppo-
sed by a party of about 100.men stationed. in the abbey,
and who adhered to the interest of James.. The mob
pressing forward were fired. upen. by this party ;. about a.
dozen were killed, and.thrice as. many wounded :. upon.

" which they fled for the present, but quickly returned with:
2 warrant from some lords.of the priwy-council.. They
were headed by the magistrates, town guard, trained bands,
and heralds at arms, who required Wallace, the captain of
the party, to surrender ; and' upon his refusal, another
skirmish ensued, in which Wallace’s party was defeated,
some- being killed, and. the rest made prisoners. Then
there was.nothing, to resist the fury .of the multitude. The;
abbey church and. private chapel were robbed. and. de-
spoiled of their ornaments,. the college of the Jesuits al-
most pulled in pieces, and the houses of the Roma.n ca~
tholics. plundered..
The government of the nation as well as of the city was
~ at this.time in some measure dissolved. =The magistrates.
of Edinburgh possessed little of the public confidence ; be-
cause, although they very eagerly offered their services to
the Prince of Orange, yet they had been elected under the
influence of the opposite party, and had recently deelared
their resolution to stand by the sacred person. of King

James, It was.therefore found necessary,. for the: preser-

vation of public tranquillity, that. some of the most re~

spectable inhabitants should come forward, and endeavour
to preserve the tranquillity of the city. Accordingly the
members of the. profession of the law,, called the college of

Justice, took up arms ; and, having organized themselves

as a military body, preserved tranquillity in Edinburgh.

But the Duke of Hamilton, who zealously supported the
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revolution, was jealous of this body on account of the at- Edinburgh.
tachment of its most distinguished members to the banish-

ed monarch. He therefore procured from the new go-
vernment an order for disbanding them.

Edinburgh was at this time the capital of an indepenz New go-
dent kingdom ; and accordingly political intrigues occur- :;’:L'ﬂ:}:’:d
red here similar to those which took place in England re-
lative to the establishment of the crown. The Duke of
Hamilton, at the head of the revolution party, publicly
introduced several companies of foot into the city. The
castle was in the meanwhile preserved for some time for
the exiled monarch byuits governor, the Duke of Gor-
don ; but being ill supplied with provisions, it speedily
surrendered. A convention of estates was, in March 1689,
held in Edinburgh ; -which declared, that King James ha-
ving altered the constitution of the kingdom, by the exer-
tion of arbitrary power, had forfeited his right to the crown;
which they settled upon William and Mary. They also
abolished the episcopal form of church government ; they
ordained a new election of the magistrates and council of
Edinburgh to be made in St Giles’s church by poll of the
burgesses who were liable for public burdens; and they
dismissed several ministers of Edinburgh from their
churches, because they refused to pray for the newly ap-
pointed sovereigns. As is usual amidst the reaction of
political- parties, freedom suffered no less from its zealous
and avowed friends than it had done fron: its declared ene-
mies. Many of the adherents of the exiled family were
exposed to severe persecution, and some of them were
long detained in prison.  The liberty of the press'was no
less trampled upon by the new party than it had been by |
their predecessors. Still, however, this might justly be
styled a bloodless revolution, if that could with propriety
be called a revolution which altered nothing in the ordi-

: P2
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Edinburgh. nary arrangements of society, or in the established laws of
A e A

African

company.

“the kingdom, excepting merely with regard to the person

of the prince, who was driven from the throne on account
of the violation of these laws.

Edinburgh appears to have continued in a state of to-
lerable quietness till towards the close of King William’s
reign and the commencement of that of his successor,
when the failure of the attempt to establish a Scottish co-
lony at the Isthmus of Darien in America, and afterwards
the ‘accomplishment of a legislative union with England,
excited considerable disturbances. '

In 1695, a company had been established for trading to.
Africa and the Indies. In 1696, L.400,000 Sterling was
subscribed as the funds of this company by persons resi-
ding in Scotland ; and six ships of considerable force sail-
ed from the Frith of Forth. The news of their having
effected a settlement on the Isthmus of Darien arrived on
the 25th of March 1699; and as the whole kingdom ap-
pears to have entered with singular enthusiasm into the.
project, this event was celebrated with the most extrava-
gant rejoicings. The new company, however, soon met

~ with the most violent opposition. King William was ex-

tremely hostile to it; and the English, Dutch, and Spa-.
niards, were uncommonly active in their efforts to prevent
the establishment of arival in their colonial enterprises. The
petitions to the king by the company and by the Scottish
parliament were totally disregarded. But upon the news.
being received of the defeat of the Spaniards, who attack-
ed our settlement, 2 mob rose, obliged the inhabitants of
Edinburgh to illuminate their windows, committed out-
rages upon the houses of those who did not humour them
by compliance, secured the avenues to the city, and pro-.
ceeded to the Tolbooth ; the doors of which they burnt,
and set at liberty two printers, who had been confined for.
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printing pamphlets reflecting on the government. When Edinburgh.
it was afterwards understood that the company were dri- -
ven from their settlement, their capital lost, and theit
hopes utterly extinguished, the Scots were seized with a
transport of fury ; violent addresses were presented to the
king ; and the mob were so outrageous, that .the royal
commissioner to parliament and officers of state found it
prudent to retire for a few days, lest they should have
fallen a sacrifice to popular fury.

The African company still continued their trade to dif-
ferent quarters ; but found themselves, after the accession
of Queen Anne, still exposed to ill treatment abroad. A
ship belonging to them was seized in the Thames. Ha-
ving in vain solicited restitution from the English ministry,
the company obtained authority from the government in
Scotland to seize, by way of reprisal, a vessel (Captain
Green commander) belonging to the English East India
company, which put into the Forth, The unguarded
speeches of the crew, in their cups or their quarrels, made
them be suspected and accused ; and, after a full and legal March16th
trial, they were convicted of piracy, aggravated by mur. /%%
der, and that committed upon the master and crew of a
Scottish vessel in the East Indies. Still, however, the evi-
dence upon which they were condemned was by many
thought slight, and intercessions for royal mercy were used
in their behalf. But the populace were enraged that the
blood of a Scotchman should be spilt unrevenged. On
the day appointed for the execution, a vast mob sur-
rounded the prison. ‘The lord chancellor was attacked,
the privy-council were intimidated, together with tlie ma=
gistrates of Edinburgh ;' and it was found absolutely he-
cessary to appease the enraged multitude by the execuz
tion of the criminals.

The misfortuncs of the Africah company, together with
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other causes of offence, all of which the jealousy of the
Scots, as the weaker. state, led them to interpret in the
worst point of view against the English government, seem
at this time to have been rapidly hastening to rekindle the
ancient animosities between the two kingdoms, and might
probably have produced an attempt towards a separation
in the order of succession to the two crowms. Queen
Anne’s ministry saw the necessity of endeavouring to unite
more closely than formerly, by a political union, the whole
of the British island, and to take from the Scots their ral-
lying point of a separate legislature, =~

It has hitherto been one of the defects attending <very
free political institution, that it has not admitted of an ex-
tension of empire without endangering a loss of liberty.
The English nation, who have always been jealous of in-
novation, were unwilling to receive strangers into their
legislature ; and were chiefly induced to do so at this pe-
riod from the reasonable apprehension that the Scots
might return to their ancient alliance with France. In
other respects, the empire of England was at thistime en-
gaged in a progress towards a great but gradual enlarge-

- ment.. In North America, colonies had been established,

which,twenty years before the close of the existing century,
were to assume a name and a rank among powerful and
prosperous nations. 'Settlements had also been begunin the
‘West India islands, and an East India company had been
established ; which undoubtedly enjoyed the hope of being
able, at a future period, after the example of the Portu-
guese and the Dutch, to acquire for themselves a territo-
rial Asiatic sovereignty. In Europe also, Ireland was
grovéing to be a great kingdom ; and Scotland, the ancient
enemy and rival of England, was subject to the same mo-
narch. Still, however, no attempt had yet been made to-
reduce into one mass the scattered fragments of this great
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2nd growing body. Thé English politicians satisfied them- Edinburgh.
selves with seeing separate constitutions, in imitation of
their own, everywhere established. ‘There was a Scottish
parliament and an Irish parliament; and every Ameri-
can colony and ‘West India island had its separate house
of representatives, and a council established after the mo-
del of the House of Commons -and of Peers in England,
superintended by a governoror commissioner, who repre~
sented ‘the king. Thus the empire :consisted of a set of
fragments or patches, legally bound ‘together only by a
very limited executive power, and in reality preserved in
a state of union merely by the weaknessof'each of the parts
considered-separately, and the necessity of looking towards
England for ' protection. Later events have now demon-
strated, that to enable the race of Englishmen, or rather
of Britons, to-remain permanently united, it would have
been necessary to medel the English legislature in such'a
way, as, that when any distant settlement attained to a cer-
tain degree of strength, its separate legislature should be
dissolved, and representatives from it received into the
general legislature of the empire. This measure, with re~
gard to Scotland, appears only, however, to have been ad-
opted as a matter of present expediency atthe commence-
ment of the eighteenth century, and has never been re-
ceived as a general rule or measure of imperial policy.
The consequence of which has been a political disjunction
of the British race on the two sides of the Atlantic. Nor
was the measure adopted with regard to Ireland till it was
forced upon England by the fear of French encroachment.
In general, the union was in Scotland favoured by the Tumuits

whig or presbyterian party, on account of the nomidation :;::‘:
of the hounse of Hanover to the succession of the throne
of England, which Lad already taken place there. Still,
however, the proposal of removing from the kingdom all
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Ednbirghs semblance of its ancient independence, excited gemeral re-

Rebellion
in 1715.

‘luctance to the project, and gave rise in Edinburgh to very

violent com;notions. No sooner were the articles of the

Areaty printed 'than. universal uproar ensued. The Duke

of Queensherry, who presided in the parliament of Scot-

land as royal cemmissioner, with every partisan of the

union, was insulted and exposed to the utmost personal
danger ; while those who headed the opposition were fol-

‘lowed with the loudest acclamations. = The mob attacked
the house of Sir Patrick Johnston, one of the representa-

tives of the city of Edinburgh ; and he himself escaped

~ with great difficulty from falling a victim to their fury.

It was found necessary to draw together a considerable ar-
my ;- and even with this assistance, together with the so-
vereign expedient of modern politicians, that of money, the
proposed union was with great difficulty effected, some of
the votes being carried only by the narrowest posslble ma-
Jorlty

Edinburgh remained: quiet till the accession of the pre-
sent royal family, when the violation of the ancient law
of hereditary succession to the crown excited a slight re-

- bellion in Scotland. On this occasion, the. town-council

Sept. 3d.

of Edinburgh provided for the securify of the town and
the support of government, by ordering the city walls and
gates to be’ repaired and fortified ; the sluice upon the
North Loch to be dammed up, and trenches to be made ;
the town guard to be augmented ; the trained bands to be
armed ; 400 men to be raised and maintained at the city’s
expence ; and armed vessels to be fitted out, to assist the -
king’s ships in preventing the rebel army from crossmg
the Horth.

The enterprise began on the part of the rebels with an
unsuccessful attempt to seize Edinburgh castle by sur-
prise.  The run upon the bank of Scotland was.so great,
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that they stopt payment on the 19th September, andor- Edinburgh.
dered their notes to bear interest from that date. About
1500 men, under the command of Brigadier M¢Intosh,
were conducted over the Forth in open boats, with so
much art and address as to land in East Lothian safely,
and without interruption from the armed vessels which
cruized along the coastto obstructtheir passage. M¢Intosh,
with his troops, took possession of Seaton house in East
Lothian. They marched towards Edinburgh; but found
it so well guarded and fortified as to make- it imprudent
to risk an assault : upon which they repaired to Leith, and
fortified the citadel. The Duke of Argyle marched with
his forces, intending to dislodge them ; but being unpro-
vided with cannon, he was obliged to desist from his at-
tempt. ' He threatened to return reinforced with artillery ;
and the rebels thought proper to evacuate the citadel. Six
thousand troops, which had been demanded from the states
of Scotland, soon arrived at Edinburgh to support govern-
ment. After some trlﬂmg rencounters at different parts of
the country, this rebellion languished and expired.

The next remarkable occurrence in Edinburgh was the The Por-
celebrated mob, or rather conspiracy, which put to death'™ .
John Porteous, captain of the city guard, in 1736. The
discontents occasioned by the union, and by the violation
of the hereditary succession to the crown, were not yet en-
tirely extinguished ; and these were chiefly kept up by the
extension to Scotland of the English revenue laws. Some
smuggled goods had been seized and lodged in the king’s
warchouses : two of the smugglers afterwards, during the
night, broke into the warehouse, and carried off their own
goods, but without touching any other article. Being ap-
prehended, they were tried and convicted, and sentence of ° .
death was pronounced agzinst them for this offence ; which
appeared to the populace of a véry venial nature. At that
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Edinburgh. time, it was customary on 'Sundays to convey prisoners

_ aunder sentence of death to an-adjoining church, to attend

divine service. While there, with a guard soldier on each
side of them, one of the smugglers suddenly started up
and sprung from the guard. His companion, whose name
was Wilson, instantly seized the two guard soldiers, and
held them fast till his associate, who was favoured by
the congregation, made his escape. ~Wilson was convey-
ed back to prison; and, on the day appointed, was execuw
ted in the Grass-market.. On that occasion, some boys pelt-
ed the executioner with stones ; a thing at that time very '
usual on these occasions. Captain Porteous hastily and
intemperately ordered the city guard to fire upon the spec-

tators : but the soldiers, unwilling to do mischief, fired

over the heads of the populace. Their enraged officer,
however, obliged them to level their pieces; and to fire
right among the crowd; of whom six were killed and '
eleven dangerously wounded. In consequence of thisact,
‘Captain Porteous was tried for murder and condemned.
Queen Caroline, who was at tha.t time regent during the
king’s absence in Hanover, granted to the criminal a re-
prieve for six weeks. It was now recollected, that on a
variety of similar occa§ions, those who had committed the
greatest crimes, ostensibly in the service of government,
had been accustomed in Scotland to receive the royal coun-
tenance and protection, while at all times the criminal re-
cords had been swelled with prosecutions of rioters, carried
on at the expence of the crown. It was generally belie-
ved, that when the day appointed for the execution of Cap-
tain Portcous should arrive, a new reprieve, or rather a
pardon, would make its appearance. It was evenrumour-
ed, that on the morning of that day he was to be conduct-
&d for. gi‘eater safety to the castle under a guard.

A sort of conspiracy appears, on this occasion, to have
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‘been entered into among the lower orders of the people to Edinburgh,
prevent the escape of Porteous.  One of the persons pre~
sent, and who assisted in putting Porteous to death, gave
the following account of the transaction many years after-
wards. He resided in the upper part of Lanarkshire, and
had a relation killed by the fire of the town guard. On
the day preceding that of Porteous’s death, a whisper went
through the country, upon what information or authority
this person knew not, that on the succeeding evening an
attempt was to be imade at Edinburgh to put Captain
Porteous to death. To avenge the blood of his relation, he
accounted himself bound in duty to share the risk of the at-
tempt, because he understood that the power of govern-
ment was to be exerted to prevent justice from being done.
On the following day, therefore, he proceeded on foot to
Edinburgh, and stopt till towards the evening in the sub-
urb called the West Port, which ke found crowded with
country people ; all of whom, however, appeared to keep
aloof from each other, so that there was no conversation
about the cause of their assembling. At a later hour, he
found the.inferior sort of inns in the Grass-market full of
people, and saw many persons, apparently strangers, lurk-
ing in the different lanes. About eleven at night, which
at that period was a very late hour, the streets became
crowded with men ; parties of whom silently run to and
fro, and, as he understood, seized upon the city guard, and
secured the gates, to prevent the entrance of the military
quartered in the suburbs. Thereafter the greater part of
the crowd proceeded to the prison ; the door of which they
burnt open by setting fire to a barrel of tar’which they
rolled close to it. Having entered the prison, they dis-
.missed the whole prisoners excepting Porteous, whom they
threatened with death. In the meanwhile an attempt was
made by some gentlemen (the magistrates and the mem-
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. Edinburgh. ber of parliament for the city, Mr Lindsay) to prevail with
* the mob to desist from their undertaking ; but the gentle-

Efforts to
avenge the
death of
Porteous.

men were driven off, Porteous wasdragged out of the prison,
and led along\ to the ordinary place of execution in the
Grass-market. As the multitude descended along with him
down the West Bow, some of the mob knocked at the door
of a shop and demanded ropes. A woman, apparently a
maid-servant, thrust a coil of ropes out of the window
without opening the door of the shop. A person wearing
a white apron, which seemed to be used for disguise, gave
in return a piece of gold as the price of the ropes. Ha-
ving arrived at the Grass-market, they cast the rope over a

‘dyer’s post near the place of execution. Here some dispute

occurred among the mob, whether any time should be al-
lowed to the prisoner to address himself in prayer to God
as a preparation for eternity. Some of the populace con-
tended that he was entitled to no such indulgence, on ac-
count of the sudden manner in which he himself had sent
others out of the'world, to make their appearance before
the great judge of the quick and the dead. A short pe-
riod was at last allowed to this unhappy man to spend in
devotion, within a ¢ircle formed by the surrounding mul-
titude. He was also permitted to deliver to'a person known
to him some money and other articles, which he wished
to send to his relations. After which he was immediate-
1y hung up on the dyer’s post; and after waiting a few mi-
nutes, till his life appeared gone, the multitude sudden]y,
and with the utmost quietness, dispersed.

Information of this outrage was received at court with
hé utmost ;ndignation. It was there represented as a pre-
meditated insult on government. Several expresses were
dispatched to his Majesty, then at Hanover. A pardon
was promised to offenders if they would discoverjtheir ac-
complices, and also a reward of L. 200 for each person so

\
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apprehended and convicted ; and it was resolved to make Edinburgh.
the city feel the weight of ministerial vengeance.

The lord provost of Edinburgh was taken into custody,
and was not admitted to bail till after nearly three weeks
of confinement. He was commanded to, attend the House
of Lords, along with the four bailies of Edinburgh. Three
of the lords of justiciary were likewise commanded to at-
tend. A bill was brought in for disabling Alexander
Wilson, Esq. lord provost of Edinburgh, from holding
any magistracy, for confining him to close ‘custody for s -
year, for abolishing the city guard,.and taking down the
city gates. This bill passed the House of Lords, notwith=
standing the vigorous opposition of the Duke of Argyle
and others. In the House of Commons, however, it was
differently treated. The clauses against the lord provost,
for abolishing the city guard, and taking down the gates,
were left out; and instead of them, a fine of L. 2000, to
be granted to Porteous’s widow, was imposed upon the.
city. Even as thus amended, it was only carried by the
casting vote of the chairman of the committee of the whole
house.

It is a remarkable circumstance, and gives a singular
view of the character of the Scottish nation, and of that.
respect for public opinion and for personal reputation for
which they are distinguished, that no discovery was ever
made of any individual engaged in ‘.this conspiracy, not=
withstanding the high reward offered to informers, and the
multitude of persons engaged in the transaction. It is ob-
vious, that the parties concerned must have considered
themselves as acting justly, and the country at large must
have been of the same opinion.

The next event of public importance that occurred in Rebellion
the city was in the year 1745, when the unfortunate Prince™ 74
Charles Edward attempted, by the assistance of a handful
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Edinburgh. of Highlanders, to take possession of the throne of his an-
— —

cestors. -The town-council having beeninformed, in'a-
letter from  one of the secretaries of state, that a scheme
existed to invade these kingdoms by the eldest son of the
pretender, they assured his Majesty of their fidelity in a
loyal address ; and upon information of his being landed
in the'north, they prepared for a vigorous defence of the
city.  The city guard was augmented to-one hundred and
twenty-six men ; the trained bands were ordered to be in
readiness at the shortest warning ; application was made
to his Majesty, and leave granted, to raise and maintain
by subscription 1000 men, who were to be under the di-
rection of the lord provostand council ; a part of the king’s
forces were brought into the neighbourhood of the city ;
its walls were ordered to be repaired, ditches to be thrown
up; and inn-keepers and others who let lodgings were re-
quired to give exact lists of the strangers residing in their
houses. 2 a0y -

On the 13th of September, the young pretender, with
his small Highland army of less than 2000 men, crossed
the Forth a few miles to the westward of Stirling. - Ad-
vice of this event being received at Edinburgh, all was in
a state of hurry and confusion ; the cash of the two banks,
the books of the public offices; and the most valuable ef-
fects of many private citizens, were removed to the castle
of Edinburgh for security ; the city guard, together with
those enlisted in the city’s regiment, were ordered to re-
pair at the first notice to a particular place of rendezvous.
Nine companies of volunteers had also been formed ; and
these,*with about 200 men from the county of Midlothian,
were appointed to be in readiness. On the 15th of Sep-
tember, news arrived that the advanced guard of the re-
bel army had ‘arrived at Linlithgow, and ‘that Gardiner’s
regiment of dragoons was. retreating before them. Gar-
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diner’s regiment, together with another regiment of dra- Edinburgh.
goons, both Irish, having taken post at Coltbridge, 2 mile
to the westward of Edinburgh, the city’s regiment, with
the town guard, was sent out to join them, in the hepe of
arresting the progress of the Highlanders ; but on the ap-
proach of the latter, the two regiments of dragoons were
seen in full retreat passing along the north side of the city,
where the New Town now stands. This spectacle, to-
gether with the flight of the most considerable inhabitants,
spread a panic throughout the city. The volunteers, af-
ter some intriguing, agreed to disperse themselves ; and &
meeting of the inhabitants was ealled in an aisle of St
Giles’s church, to deliberate about the measures to be ad-
opted. A message from the pretender was received, re-
quiring a surrender of the town. A deputation was sent
to the rebel camp to negotiate for the safety of the city.
Nothing was agreed upon ; and the deputation was seat
back from the city, to endeavour to obtain more favour<
able terms. = The deputation returned ; and while they
were reporting the answer they had received to the as-
sembled  inhabitants, by which an immediate surrender
was required, the hackney coach in which they had tra-
velled was returning about four o’clock in the morning of
the 17th of September to the dwelling of its owner in the -
Canongate. The Nether Bow Port was opened to allow the
carriage to pass ; and at that instant, withous noise or tu-
mult, 800 Highlanders, under Cameron of Lochiel, rushed 1, city
in, marched along the street, dismissed.and discharged the ke
city guard, and took peaceable possession of the whole ci-

ty. Onthe same day the rebel army arrived at the king’s
park ; and ‘Prince Charles took. possession of the palace of
Holyroodhouse.  The rebel army observed tolerable dis-
cipline ; but some contributions were levied upon the

city, though to no great amount. The regular camp of
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Bdisburgh. the Highlanders was established at Duddingston ; from

*The castle

on the

whence they marched, on the 20th of September, to at-
tack.a regular army, superior to themselves in number, at
Prestonpans.  Though totally undisciplined and half arm-
ed, they gained a complete victory, which they did not
abuse. No hostilities occurred between them and the
castle of Edinburgh till the 25th of the same month of
September; when the garrison having been alarmed by
some noise among the rocks, probably from goats scramb<
ling there, the castle guns were fired upon the Highs
land guard at the West Port. This induced Prince Charles
to cut off the intercourse between the city and castle.
The latter had been so scantily stored with provisions, in
consequence of the negligence of government, that the
governor of the castle feared that he might speedily be re-
duced to surrender by famine. This produced some ne-
gotiation, in which the governor of the castle threatened
to fire upon the city, if his communication with it ‘should:
be suspended. = This threat was executed. A severe can-
nonading against the city was commenced, which filled all
quarters with terror and tumult. After a number of per-
sons had been killed and wounded, and some houses set
on fire, and others damaged, Prince Charles had the hu-
manity to remove the prohibition of holding intercourse
with the castle, for the sake of saving the city and its in=
habitants. He leftlEdinburgh on the 31st of October, and
marched for England. In his retreat he did not return by
Edinburgh ; so that this city suffered no farther inconve=
nience from the rebellion.

As the election of the magistrates of Edinburgh had not
taken place at the usual period, the royal permission was
granted, upon a petition from the citizens, for a poll elec-
tion by the burgesses; which took place accordingly:
Archibald Stuart, Esq. who had been lord provost of the
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city of Edinburgh when the rebels entered it, was brought Edinburgh.
to trial before the court of justiciary for malversation in s
office ; but, after a long trial of six days, he was acquitted

by the jury. A stattite was passetl, abolishing the whole
hereditary or feudal jurisdictions which formerly belong-

ed to the great nobility and landholders of Scotland; and
transferring them to the royal courts; 2 circumstance of

most Essential importance to the great source of national
prosperity, the fair administ ation of justice. At the same

time, government betrayed its terror of the Highlanders;

by prohibiting the use of the dress or garb whith had been

worn by the Caledonians from the earliest ages, and whick

alone they knew how to manufacture.

From this period, the history of Edinburgh fortunately
amounts to nothing more than a history of the various ima
provements which have taken place, and of the edifices
which have been reared in this city 5 of which we have al~
ready given a concise description. The city gates; or ports
as théy were called, which wei¢ proposed to be demolished
as a punishment inflicted on the city for the death of Cap=
tain Porteous, have all been long since removed by thé
magistrates'as an inconvenient bbstruction to the inter-
course of one part of the city with the rest. Within the
last forty years, the city has encreased to more than double
its former extent ; and it is annually augmenting in its di-
tnensions, as well asimproving in the quality of its build-
mngs: i '

~ Vor. 1L o 8
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COUNTY.

WEe next proceed to give an account of the SHIRE or-
COUNTY of EDINBURGH,, as distinguished from the cITY.

THE county of Edinburgh, or' Midlothian, which con-
tains 360 square miles, or 230,400: English acres, may in
" general Be considered as consisting of an inclined plane or
hanging level, descending towards the Frith of Forth. on
the north, or rather onthenorth-east. Its waters flow in a
direction chiefly from' south-west to north-east, excepting:
at the south-eastern part of it, where Gala water, which
rises in this county, descends southward towardsthe Tweed..
The north-western part of the county is-in general an ara-
ble and fertile territory. The southern partof Midlothian
is in general bounded by a high, cold, or mountainous tract.
On the eastern part of this boundary are thehills of Lam-
mermuir and Muirfoot. On the south-western: part is
Carnwath muir, and a part of the Tentland hills. The
- latter, at their eastern extremity, advance into the very
center of the county, where they terminate abruptly with~:
in less than five miles of {idinburgh, which they may be
said to overlook. The hill of Caerketan-craig, the most
northerly and the nearest.to Edinburgh of the Pentland
hflls, is 1450 feet above the level of the sea ; and the hill
of Capelaw,situated to the westward of it, may be about
100 feet higher. The Logan house hill, lying still fur-
ther west in the range, and the highest of the Pentland hills,.
was found, by .geometrigal mensuration, and by repeated
barometical observations, to be 1700 feet above the level
of the sea at Leith, which is only 60 feet less than one-
third of a measured mile. The southern hills, at the boun-.
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daty of this county, are some of them still more lofty. It Waters.

contains likewise scattered over it several hills of mode-
rate size, particularly those of Arthur seat and Corstorphine
hills, alrcady mentioned. In general, however, Midlo-
thian is considered in Scotland as & plain or flat country,
though it is by no means, properly speakiug, level. The
only part of it which can at all deserve that appellation is
that to the westward of Edinburgh castle, proceeding into
Linlithgowshire. But, even in’this direction, the level
country is at no place of great breadth from north to south,
without being interrupted by ridges or eminences.. To
the eastward of Edinburgh, the inland territory is agreea-
bly variegated, by being formed at the distance of every
two or three miles into ridges, in a direction from south to
north, the whole of which are well cultivated. Each ridge,
proceeding to the east, is more lofty than the former, till
they terminate in the hills of Lammermuir. Towards the
north, that is, upon the coast, the face of the country is
rich and beautiful; .but on receding from the sea, it gra-
dually loses that aspect, and the mountains are bleak, na-
ked, and barren on the south and south-west.

The waters belonging to this county are of no impors=yyapes,

tance from their magnitude, but they are rendered interest-
ing by the beautiful scenery exhibited almost every where

upon their steep woody banks. The most westerly of Amond.

them is that denominated the water of Amond ; which in
a great part of its course forms in that direction the boun-
dary of the county. It rises in the high grounds on the
borders of Lanarkshire ; and being fed by a great number
of small streams or torrents, it falls into the sea,, after a
north-casterly course, at the village of Cramond, where, at
high water, it is navigable by boats and sloops for about a
quarter of a mile. In the greater part of its length, it
runs through a country that is rich and beautiful, and in

Q2
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genetal level, affording much interesting scenéty. O
both sides of the river Almond, but especially on the
southérn banks from Livingston to ifs confluence with the
séa below Kirkliston, which is a space of at least 14 or
15 miles, theré have been found mé'ny skeletons of thé
human body remaining in stone coffins. It appears that
the Almond was consideréd as an important pass; and, on
$ome éxtraordinary occasion, was obstinately defended by
two contending armies. It i$ believed, however, that no
authénfic documents éxist, from which the date of thé
¢ontest allided to can be ascertained. It may have haps
pénéd when the Saxons drové the natives to the north side
of the Forth ; or when the Picts and Scots were at war ; or
When Malcolm, the general heir of thé Scottish érown;
was attacked by the Emperor Constantine the Fourth, It
mdy also be remarked, that the banKs of this river are af
one place described as the scene in former times of the pu-
nishment of the witches of Calder. Heré the unhappy per«
sons, accused of this imaginary érime, are said to have beernt
burned by our barbarous ancestors.

The next stream of any fiote i§ called the Water of

- Leith. It is to be observed; that the term water is in

Scotland usually applied to evety $tredm that is considers
ably above the size of a rivulet; the term durn is in 6uf
dialect applied fo streams of a lesser magnitude. Theé
distinction between a burn and a water is not correctly
marked ; a burn is sometimes ldrge enough to bé used for
moving corn mills, whil¢, on the other hand, the term wa<
ter is applied, as in the case of the Water of Leith, to tor-
fents, which, during the summér months at least, are little
more than sufficient fot that purpose: The Watér of Leith
takes its rise in the western, extremify' of the parish of
Currie, on the north side of the Pentland hills, at & place
called Leith Head, from three large springs; which receive
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various additions in thejr progress: after a course of Waters.
progre & y

nearly sixteen miles, it runs into the sea at Leith. As
already mentioned, -there is upon its banks much of that
romantic scenery for which the small riversin Scotland are
remarkable. They usually run at one time in deep nar-
row glens, amidst rocks and hanging woods; and, at an-
other, through small level fields called baughs, fertileia
com and grass. This small stream probably does more
work than any other of its size in Scotland. There are
upon it forty-six mills for grinding oat-meal, barley, and
flour ; and, in addition to these, there are lint mills, wauk
mills, snuff mills, saw mills, and other machines moved by
water, to the amount of between seventy and eighty.
After two small intervening streams, which fall into the
sea at Figgat and Maitland Bridge, and which receive on-
ly the appellation of durzs, the next water of any im-

portance is that denominated the Es#, which enters the gk,
Frith of Forth near Musselburgh The term Esk is not an’

uncommon name for rivers in Scotland, and is said to SIgmfy
a water in the Gaelic tongue. There are here two streams
that receive this appellation ; thenorth and south Esk, which
unite their waters within the duke of Bunccleugh’s park,
and flow into the sea two miles below in the parish of In-
weresk. Both of them have beautiful wooded banks,adorn-
ed with splendid villas of the nobility or gentry. But
the north Esk is the most celebrated. It rises on the
southern side of Pent]and hills above Newhall, about four-
teen miles' from Edinburgh, and passes by Pennycuik,
Roslin castle, Hauthorndean, and Melville castle, to Dal-
keith house. Its banks are not only uncommonly roman-
sic andbeautiful, but they area sort of classic ground. About

the middle of its course, it receives a stream called Glen-

gross burp, which rises like itselfin the Pentland hills ; and
proceeding southwvard falls into the south Esk, which, like
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Waters. the rest of the waters of this'courity, has a north-east di~
rection. '
Scencofthe  There is a dlspute among our Scottish amateurs, whe-
g}f:;hcrd, ther the upper part of Glencross burn, or the .upper part
of the south Esk, near Newhall, forms the scene of the
celebrated Scottish pastoral, Ramsay’s Gentle Shepherd.
The late Lord Justice Clerk, Rae, was 2 most strenuous
advocate for the opinion, that the neighbourhood of New-
hall'is the proper scene of the Gentlé Shepherd. He found-
ed his opinion in a great degree upon the circumstance of
Ramsay’s residence there, and upon the following re-
mark of Mr Tytler, in his edition of King James’s poems:
« While I passed my infancy,” says Mr Tytler, ¢ at
Newhéll near Pentland hills, where the scenes of this pas-
toral _pocm were laid, the seat of Mr Forbes, and the resort
of many of the literati ; at that time I well remember to
have heard Ramsay recite, as his own production, d)ﬁ'e-
rent scenes of the Gentle Sheyherd particularly the two
jzr.rt, before it was printed. I believe my honourable
‘friend, Sir James Clerk of Pennycuik, where Ramsay fre-
quently resided, and Who, I know, is possessed of several
original poems composed by him, can give the same testi-
mony. P.S. The above note was shown to Sir James
Clerk, and had his approbatlon " Accordingly, adjoining
to Newhall, scenery is found which is thought to resem-
ble Habbie’s How, and whatever else is described in the
Gentle Shepherd. '

On the other hand, it is certain, that the public opinion
places the scene of the Gentle Shepherd in 2 much more
retired situation, in the very center of the Pentland hills,
upon'Glgncross Bum ; to which,on this account, visits are
very frequently paid. The following remarks ‘upon the
subject are made in the Statistical Account of the parish
of 'Gl,encross:‘ “ There is certainly a very strict coinci-
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-Bence between the actual scenery of this part of the coun- Waters.

try and the local circumstances mentioned in the poem.
The general description of the scene, as given at the be-
ginning of the pastoral, is, A shepherd’s village and fields,
some few miles from ‘Edinburgh. The 'West Port, men-
tioned in the first scene as the road from the villagetomar-
‘ket, fixes the bearing of the country to the-vicinity of the
Pentland hills. The first scene is,

¢ Beneath the south side of a craigy bield,
“ Where chrystal springs the halesome waters yield ;

And the second is,

‘A flowry howm, between twa verdant ‘braes,
“ A trotting burnie wimpling thro’ the ground.”

“ No description.could more exactly characterisethe sce-
nery in the neighbourhood of Woodhouselee and Boghall
burns. A romantic fall at the head of Glencross water
is termed at this .day Habbse’s How. The ancient tow-
er of Fulford, or Woodhouselee, repaired immediately
after the civil wars, and formerly the mansion-house of a
knight, may well countenance the suppesition of Ramsay’s
having here fixed the imaginary residence of Sir William
'Worthy. After all, however, this a propriation must be
allowed to be entirely conjectural, and to rest more upon
fancy, pleasing itself in clothing its own pictures in the
garb of reality, than upon any basis of evidence. Thisat
least may certainly be affirmed, that if.the poetintended at
all to appropriate the scenery of his pastoral farther than
to the general aspect of the country in the neighbourhood
of the Pentland hills, there are no actual scenes which so
perfectly correspond to his description as those inthe neigh-
"bourhood of Woodhouselee.” 3

It appears to as very probable, that the spot here allu-
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Waters.  ded {o owes, ina considerable degree, its reputation of being

the scene of the Gentle Shepherd, to this circumstance,
that towards the upper part of the glen a small stream of
water descends into if from the west, from a precipice or
rock of about twenty feet.in helght. At .the summit of
the rock, which is inaccessible on.each side of the water-

‘fall .or Jin as it is called in the Scottish dialect, are two

stunted birch trees; and beneath, the water spreads into 2
small bason or pool. This arrangement correqunds with
the descr!ptlon in .the poem,

‘Between twa birks, out o’er a little lin,

The water fa’s, and maks a singan din;

A pool breast-deep, beneath ‘as clear as glass,
- Kisses, with easy whirles, the bord’ring grass.

At the same time, when the Editor of this Work, a few
years ago, with some frlends, visited the spot, he made en~
quiry at some country pcople whom he fouud cutting grass
at no great distance beneath the water-fall, whether Hab-
bie’s How was in that neighbourhood? But, to the no small
moruﬁcar]on of the whole party, who bad gone thither
upon a pedestrian poetical pilgrimage, it was found that

“these rustics had never heard of any such place. There

is no doubt therefore, that the term Habbie’s How in the
Gentle Shepherd is altogether 1magmary ; and it is ex-
tremely probable that the- general scenery is 50 too ;3 with
this exceptlon, that it seems to refer to the tract of the
Pentland hills. The i importance of the Gentle Shepherd,
as cont?.mmg a correct description of the manners and sen-
timents, and a fair spec1men of the language of the com-
mon people of the south of Scotland, will afford a suflicient
apology for these remarks. Thé glen 1tself, along which

_Glentrnss burn or water flows, is no small curiosity, and

is not unworthy of being visited by travellers. It is se-

\
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veral miles in Jength, and crossesthe whole range of the Agriultuze
Pentland hills. It is within about eight miles of the Scot-
tish capital, and can be conveniently passed on horseback.
The traveller proceedsalong a narrow winding valley, con-
taining a stream of water, and hemmed in by mountains,
which rise on each hand to a prodigious height. At the
Jower part, it contains a stratum of barytes, the heaviest
of all the mineral productions, the metals only excepted.

The south Esk is scarcely less beautiful than the north
Esk ; and has.upon its banks, Arnistan, Dalhousie, and
Newbattle, all belonging to very eminent Scottish fa.
ailies.

To the south-east of the .county, the territory becomes
very elevated, and the waters from the same neighbour-
hood flow parily northward towards the Frith of Forth,
and partly southward to the Tweed.

The soil of the county is extremely various. Upon the Agricul.
mountains it is only fit to be used as pasture for sheep.™ ™
Some of the mountains are covered with heath, and others
of very considerable height are green to the summit. JtSod.
is a general rule here with regard to the arable land .ad-
joining to the base of any tract .of hills, ;that the soil on
_the .northern declivity is greatly superior to that upon the
south. - Thus the lands on -the north side of the Pent-
Jand hills are far more valuable than thase upon the south
si(l_i_e»‘; and thusalso the.whole of the Lothians, which have
a northern.exposure, are more.-valuable ‘zthan the lands of
the opposite coast of Fife, which are favoured with the
more direct rays of the sun. . The soil of the arable ‘ter-
ritory. of such an extensive district as Midlothian, must
necessarily be very various. Excepting, however, upon
the sea-shore, from the eastern -eitremity of the county to
Leith, where it is light and sandy, it seems to be a general
rule, that 2 clay soilor stiff bottom predomuuates. To-
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Agricularewards the hills, there is a considerable proportion of muir
"——V—-"

Flat soil
near Cor-

sterphine.

or mossy soil. Some peculiarities also occur in certain
districts, which are'not unworthy of being noticed. In
the parish of Corstorphine, to the westward of Edin-
burgh, there is a considerable tract of very flat land,
which is subject to the inconvenience of suffering great-
1y from falls of rain occurring early in harvest. To
drain those grounds, and thus to subject them complete-
1y to culture by the plough, has at different periods
been a considerable object of attention to the proprie-
tors. So great and inconvenient was the accumulation
of waters on these grounds in former times, that in the
century before the last, it was made an object of par-
liamentary inquiry; and in 1661, an act of parliament
was passed, enjoining a strict attention to the clearing,
every two years, what was called the great drain, and em-
powering every one interested in it to compel the others,
through whose lands it passed, to clear their part. The
inconvenience from the superabundance of stagnated wa-
ters has in fact been removed ; for so considerable was it,
that the Lords Forrester of Corstorphine were accustomed
to bring their provisions from Edinburgh by water car-
riage in a beat from Coltbridge to their house at Corstor-

" phine, where there are the remains of a very considerable

moat or ditch for holding water. But while this evil has
been removed, the chief object, viz. to bring the lands
into a state of perfect-culture, has not been altogether ac-
complished.” By being brought only into a sort of middle
state, a material loss has been sustained. . These grounds
formerly produced very heavy crops of grass and aquatic
plants ; and, before the introduction of broad clover, were
the chief supply of the Edinburgh markets for green food
for cattle ; whereas, . after they were imperfectly drained,

' they lost this advantage, without becoming excellent arable

Jands.
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In the parish of i)uddingston, in the immediate neigﬁ-Agﬁcukufe

bourhood of the metropolis, the lands of Prestonfield are preston-
said to have been the first that were improved in thcf::‘::“d""
county. The proprietor of that estate was lord provost
of Edinburgh about the time of the revolution in 1688.
At that period the fulzie, or sweepings, and manure from
the streets of the city, were so little valued, or rather the
proper use of it was so little understood, that instead of
drawing a revenue fromit, a considerable sum was paid to
some of the farmers in the neighbourhood for removing it.
The then proprietor of Prestonfield, Sir John Dick, avail-
ed himself of the opportunity to enrich his estate. He
undertook to empty or to scour the streets; and he ap-
plied the manure thus obtained to improve the lands of
Prestonfield. These he laid down in the most favourable
conditions, enclosed, and subdivided. ~And as it is belie-
ved that these were the first inclosed lands in the vicinity
of Edinburgh, so it is certain they were the first impro-
ved. As they are besides the oldest, so they are still
esteemed the best grass pastures about the city, or per-
haps any where in Scotland.

The agriculture of this county may be considered as
of three sorts: that of the territory within 2 few miles of
the capital ; that of the rich lands at a distance from the
capital ; and that of the cold and muir land districts ad-
joining to the hills. _

In the ncighbourhood of the capital a2 peculiar sort of Culture
culture prevails, not applicable to the rest of the coﬁntry.ff;: .
In modern and improved agriculture, one of the principal
sources of expence, and to which a large capital is requi-
site, is the preparation of manure for restoring the ex-
hausted fertility of the soil.  Hence it becomes necessary
to devote a large portion of every farm to the production
of food, not for man but for cattle; and to purchase at 2
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Agricvlture high price, at the commencement of the winter, a great
7" pumber of cattle to consume that food ; which they repay
in two ways: first, by their own increased yalue ; and,
gecondly, by the maﬁuré which they produce for enriching-
the farm. But jn the neighbourhood of a great city the
whole of this expensive and laborious process is avoided.
Manure is procured from the stables of horses, which are
there kept as objects of luxury, and also from the streets
and other repositories of these unsightly sources of ferti-
lity. In sych a neighbourhood, accordingly, large por-
tions of land ave not devoted to the production of turnips,
cabbages, or other crops, intended to be consumed by cattle
upon the farm. In proportion as the agrienlture of the
county has improved, the value of manure obtained from
the city has augmented, In the year 1730, the manure of
the streets of Edinburgh sold at twopence per cart ; but it
has since risen to ten or twelve times that price, though in
most cases it is let by extensive contracts, so that the price
is pot ascertained. It is to be observed, that the use of
town manure, though apparently very convenient, is ne.
vertheless attended with some disadvantages. It is a source
of much labour and expence, an account of the carriage,
and the tear and wear or waste necessarily produced upon
the carts and harness of horses, and of the horses thema
selves, which are continually upon the road in all wea-
thers. By producing a temptation to increase the quan-
.tity of white, and to diminish that of green crops, a sort
of forcing system of agriculture is introduced, and the land
is apt to be brought into 2 foul state. This is perhaps in-
creased by the quantity of seeds of different sorts gathered
pp in the streets of a town, and restored to the land with
the manure. It is certain at least, that the fields in the
neighbourhood of Edinburgh exhibit a prodigious abun-
daace of the annual plants called séeldrics, in all their va.
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fiéties of wild mustard, wild raddish, &d¢. which givqu!ﬂw’wﬁ
them in summer an aspect of the brightést yellow ; and

when 4 field is left in fallow; it i$ speedily covered with 4

fich and flourishing crop of thése sort of weeds; which -

must often be cut down with the stythe, on account of the
Impossibility of completely covering them under forrow

By means of the plough. In such a case, however, the

farmer enj'oys some consolation from reflecting, that, in-thé

Wway now mentionéd, a green crop to ‘be ploughed in is

very eusily obtained.

The prevailing crops are, hay, wheat, barley, éats, Crops.
beans, peas, potatoes; summer tares; clover, and rye grass:
The sowing of bear is entirely abandoned. There is very
little flax cultivated, and no tye: Turnips are chiefly
faised with a view to their being sold to the cow-feeders;
who supply the city with milk. Cabbages or coleworts
aré only raised in the most sparing quantities. The rootd
baga, or Swedish turnip, gradually gains ground: There
is but liftle white clover sown; there being but little
ground laid down for pasture. :

Hay is a favourite crop with the farmers; because it Hay.
fiéver fails to find a ready market in Edinburgh, and bé=
éaute it is éasily reaped. It is formed of rye grass mixed
chiefly with red clover seed, and sown with the préceding
éfop, whether it consist of wheat, barley, or oats: The -
rye grass has of late years greatly degenerated. It was
formerly pefennial ; but it is now never trusted; and would
be trusted in vain, during 2 second year. If is usually als
lowed to fipen ifs seed before it is cut down ; so that the
second crop during the same year consists almost entirely
6f clover. Notwithstanding the partiality entértzined here
for a hay ctop; it seldom entirely succeeds. In the month
of May, cold easterly winds very frequently set in for somé
teeks, and blast its growth; or ax unsteady elimdte is dpt
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Agricultureto preveént its being properly reaped. - But such ccidénts
are not extremely injurious to the practical farmer. This
bulky commodity cannot easily be conveyed from a dis-
tance, so as to produce that cheapness which results from
great competition in the market. The effect of a bad sea-
son, therefore, is to augment the price very greatly in pro-
portion. to the scarcity of the commodity. Hence the

‘farmer, as he has always some crop, is amply indemni-
fied for any deficiency of quantity by the increased value
of what he actually possesses.

Wheat, &. . Wheat is accousited the most profitable produce ; and
much land, naturally very unfit for wheat, is, by the aid of
the Edinburgh dung, employed successfully in raising
that grain, The dung is usnally appropriatéd to the wheat
crop, or. to potatoes when they are used as a preparation
for it. The wheat is used also after summer fallow, ox
beans and pease, or after a crop of hay. Beans and peas
Singly, or mixt together, are raised in eonsiderable quans
tities.  On the light land the beans are sown in drills, and
regularly horse-hoed; which is considered as a most -ad-
vantageous preparation for wheat. Oats and barley are
also reared in large quantities ; but the heavy duties upon
malt threaten to render this last grain very unprofitable, as
it has_ been found by experience, that Seottish barley ne<
ver can be made to rival in quality that which is produced
in England, so far as concerns the conversion of it to malt.
To ascertain this point with precision; government have
lately directed experiments to be made upon a large scale,
at the public expence, by two chemists and the professor
of agriculture at Edinburgh.

Potatocs. ~ Potatoes form an important and valuable ¢rop; both
profitable on account of the facility of disposing. of them
in Edinburgh, and as an_excellent preparation’for wheat.
The fields of them are very extensive. As they are an
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impoverishing or scour ing crop, they are forced by means Agriculture
of the city dung ; but thé quantity of dung nsed must be
sufficient for enabling the soil to give forth two crops,.one
of potatoes and another of wheat. This dung the potato
crop. alone is expected amply to pav, and over and above
to afford a considerable profit. Ifit did not do_so, the
farmer would prefer on all occasions the use of summer’
fallow. Potatoesare here entirely cultivated by the plough,
and are regularly horse-hoed. They are also taken ous
of the ground by means of the plough; a great multitude
of women and children being collected for the purpose of
gathering the crop. _Thus in-a short time the produce of
extensive fields is brounght home. They are usually pre-
served: during the winter by being baried, either in pits,
where the soil is very dry, or by being covered with a
mound of earth, over which a corn stack is sometimes
built. In any of these ways, they are found to be suffi-
ciently secure from the frost. The amount of this crop is
very various in different situations. In very favourable sea~
sons and soils, the Scottish acre someiimes produces from
50 to. 70.bolls, and even upwards. It must be observed,
however, that 787 Scottish acres are equal to 1000 Eng~
lish; and the boll of potatoes cousists of sixtecn pecks,
each peck weighing 28 pounds avoirdupois. The kiduey
potato, of a long shape, with a red spot at one end, and
bearing a white flower, was for some time a favourite
with the farmers, on account of the abundant crops which,
it produced ; and it still is much relished by consumers on
account of its dry or meally quality : But the farmers
now refuse to cultivate it, notwithstanding. its prolific cha-
racter and good quality ; because it produces very little
haulm or few leaves ; iu coasequence of whic’n, during the
summer, the seil where it grows is left exposed to the ac-
tion of the sun and air, which is accouated injurious to its
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Agriculture fertility, If would seem in some cases to be a law of nd<
fure, that when plants produce a large root, they do not at
the same time augment proportionably at the summit of
the stem: If the piné apple is planted in a large pot; it has
& large root and a small stém: Hénce the gardeners place
tlie young plants in small pétiny pots; to' augment the size
of the fruit.

No absolutely’ ﬁxcd rofcatton of crops prevalle in this dis<

Rotation, {ri¢t. The following is not unfrequent: 1s#; Fallow withs
out dung, of potatoes with dung; where the ground is
iigl’if or dry; 24, Whéat 3d; Beans dunged; drilled om
light land; broad cast on the héavy ; 4th; Wheat; 5¢b;
Barley ; 6¢h; Clover and rye grass ; "ith, Oats; 8tb, Fal=
low or potatoes with dung. It must be remarked, that
thé practice daily gains ground of sowing wheat upon clos
ver ley.

Imple: Of the implemients of husbandry, it may be remarkedy

meuts.  ¢hat the small chain plough is chiefly used with two
horses, and withont a driver. The horses used both for
the plough and cart are chiefly of the Lanark and Linlith<
‘gowshire breed, which are valued for their moderate sizé
and quick step.  One horsé carts are much used. If i¢
understood that one horse dfaws twelve hundred weight int
a cart with greater eas¢ than two horses, the one yoked
before the other, can draw a load of sixteen hundred
weights; so that this last mode of using hotses is accounts
¢d extremely thrifiless, The heavy wagons, with several
horses a-head of each other, which of late have appeared
hete in the milifary service of governiment, are considered
in Scotland as very clumsy contrivances. Oxen are fig
where employed: They are unfit for the draught upow .
our hard roads ; and on well cultivated lands; where the
goil is pulveriséd like a garden, and where the draught of
the plough réquires only a very moderate -force, their
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sluggish pace would seem altogether intolerable to pet- Agriculture
sons accustomed to the quick and active movements of
horses. Indeed, as t7me is the most valuable of all objects
to persons engaged in any active employment, it would
be a most unprofitable project to substitute the tedious ef-
forts of the ox to the activity and dispatch obtained by.the
use of the horse.—In reaping grain, the sickle is the only
instrument employed ; and great numbers of men and wo-
men come annually to engage in that sort of employment
from remote corners:of the Highlands. It may be re-
‘marked, that every farmer has a threshing machine, and
also a wind instrument, denominated fanuners, for cleaning
his grain from chaff.

In the fertile lands, at some distance from the capital, Culture fars
dairy farms, supported by the beneficial mixture of pas-gﬁgfgm
ture and ploughed lands, are not uncommon. In this case,
the'whole dung of the farm is generally lzid out upon the
wheat crop or division ; and summer-fallows are still in -
use as a preparation for wheat. The succeeding crop is
usually beans and peas, followed by a crop of baﬂey or
oats. 'With these grass-seeds are .sown ; after which the
land is kept some years in pasture, when it is afterwards
broken up with oats, when abundance of dung can be pro-
cured. Potatoes are considerably valued on account of
the ready market which the great population here affords.
Turnips dre also everywhere used, particularly as the dis-
tance from Edinburgh augments. Drilled beans and clo-
ver ley gain ground as preparations for wheat.

Towards the hills the climate becomes cold, and the Near the
soil proportionably ungrateful. In this country, the A 1
fect of a high and exposed situation upon the climate is
extremely remarkable. A few: miles of ascent produces
in many places almost as many weeks of difference in
the essential point of an early or ‘of a late harvest. Inthe

Vor. I. R
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Agriculture muir-land. parishes, however, by the force of inclosing,
h—w-.

Waood, &e.

and by means of manure, cultivation is rapidly ascending
the high grounds, particularly towards the south-westerr
extremity of the county. In these more exposed situa«
tions, the following rotation upon cattle farms is success-
ful: 1s¢, Turnips, eaten by, cattle and sheep in a close for
making dung; 2d, Barley or oats; 34, Clover, fed down
early with sheep and lambs, afterwards cut for hay in the
end of summer ; 4¢h, Oats ; 5¢th, Turnips, &c. This ro-
tation supposes a high and exposed gravelly soil unfit for
the production of wheat; for wherever that valuable grain
can possibly be reared, there exists a great eagerness to
obtain it. In all places where the soil is tolerably light, it is
becoming common to plough down clover ley in a pretty
rough state as a most advantageous preparation for wheat.

On the high grounds or muir-land parishes, it is thought
that the farmers are still too much attached to the use of
the plongh. In such districts, in the climate of Scotland,
all crops of grain are precarious; and the most advanta-
geous mode of using such lands undoubtedly consists of
wsing the plough, for no other purpose than that of laying
them down to grass in the most advantageous state, by
means of the manure which the turnip husbandry affords.
Periodically, indeed, recourse must be had to the plough,
on account of the tendency to run into fog or moss, which
occurs in pastures upon exposed situations, where even
the spreading of lime upon the surface, though the most
approved remedy, does not entirgly destroy that weed.

In ancient times, Scotland has evidently been every
where covered with wood, as is demonstrated from the re~
mains of native timber found still preserved in mosses in
lofty situations, where the land has been found sufliciently
level to enable water to stagnate, and the moss plants to
growp. It would seem that the tops of those hills whick
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aire of moderate height had been first cleared ; and accord- Agriculture
ingly, upon these, the marks of ridges dre to this’day per-
fectly visible. In such situations, at'presenit, it would be 2
vain attempt to vear any sort of artificial crops ; ‘and their
growth, in former ages, can only be explained by the sup-
position; that at a time when ‘the sarrounding low country
was covered with timber, and even the peaks of the high<
est mountains were not altogether naked, such ‘places
might enjoy sufficient shelier to enable them to produce
a crop of oats, which are an extremely hardy grain. At
the first clearing of the country, also; the flat tops of thé
hills being enriched by the mould produced by the fall-
ing of the leaves of the trees of the forests during a suc-
cession of ages, the soil might exhibit a very different as-
pect from what it now does, after having remained for
centuries unsheltered; and washed to a state of utter ste-
rility by the peiting of the winds and the rains of our
northern climate. The forests were considered as an evil
in former ages; in two points of view : Firs#, as impeding
the use of the plough, and injuring the pasture ; and, se-
condly; as affording, in these barbarous times, a retreat for
great bands of outlaws and robbers. Tt was therefore
thought that we could never have too little of them. The
consequence was, that the bleak winds, sweeping furiously
from the sides of the mountains, now rendered naked,
made the country cold and sterile, nipt the food of the
cattle and the fruits of the labour of the husbandman.
Accordingly, in the present times, great efforts are making
to repair the mischief by inclosures and plantations. The
expence of these operations is the chief obstacle, and this
obstacle is increased by the strict nature of the Scottish
entails ; in conséquence of which a great proportion of the
territory of the country is held, not in property, but by a
sort of liferent tenure; which' greatly discourages expen=-
: Re
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capital, *cannot be introduced ; and partly because the-
possessor of an estate can usually hand it down to his own
children only in the event of his leaving, male i issue, and
“has no power of disposal. -

Plantations.  The lower part of the county of Midlothian abounds

* perhaps fully as much in timber and plantations of every
sort as any district devoted chiefly to the plough onght to
do. In the eastern parts of the county, the banks, both
of the North and South Esk, abound in extensive and
beantiful plantations around the seats of the nobility and
gentry upon the banks of these waters. In the western
fart of the county, also, there are large tracts of valuable
plantations, comprehending the extensive pleasure grounds
of Addiston, Ratho, Dalmahoy, Hatton, and Bonington.
To the south-west of these, Calder wood, which was an-
ciently a large forest, is still of considerable extent, con-
sisting chiefly of oaks, birches, Scots firs, and larches.

Altogether, it is probable that about 5000 acres are
planted with forest trees in this county. The quantity of
natural wood is trifling, consisting chiefly of some stripes

Great treesoalong the banks of the different waters. In favourable
situations, the forest trees increase in this county to a very
considerable size; of which the following examples are
noticed in the Statistical Account of Scotland. Between
Calder house, the seat of Lord Torphichen, and the vil-
lage of Midcalder, at the top of the passage which leads
by the side of the church-yard, there is a single plain tree.
The trunk of it is 14 feet high; the circumfesence of the
thickest part, 18 feet; and the branches spread them-
selves out at least 30 feet on either side. On' the whole,
it has a grand as well as ancient appearance.

. At Upper Cranston stands a venerable green holly, with
too evident marks of old age and decay. It measures
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7L feet in circumference, or 2 feet 4.64 inches in diame- Agriculture
ter'; and where it divides into branches, the trunk is no D 37
more than 7 feet high. At Caick muir there is a thriving
beech, 16 feet round, or 5 feet 1.11 inches in diameter ;
and at Prestonhall, another 15 feet round, or 4 feet 9.29
inchesin diameter. These trees, from their near sitnation to
the mansion-houses, seem to have been planted at first in
the garden grou?d; to which circumstance we must in
some measure ascribe the great size they now exhibit.

In the park around Newbattle abbey, the seat of the
Marquis of Lothian, npon the South Esk, are many single ¢
trees which make a venerable and majestic appearance. |
One of them, a beech, at a yard above the ground meas=
sures 10 feet in circumference ; the distance between the
tips of its extreme branches is 108 feet ; its trunk, before
it begins to spread, rises to the height of 22 feet ; and it
‘contains, including its principal limbs, 710 cubic feet of
wood: and yetthis tree does not exceed the dimensions of
many others in the parks. All of them, in their proper
season, put forth a close and vigorous foliage ; nor can any’
thing but a climate and soil the most favourable account
for their rising and spreading to such a size.

A silver fir at Woodhouselee, in the parish of Glencross,
perhaps the oldest of its species in the county, was long
admired for its beauty as well as size. It was planted in
a dry soil ina garden about the first of the last century.
In March 1759, at 4 feet above the ground, it measured
7 feet 43 inches in circumference. In March 1793, at
the same height, it measured 11 feet 1# inches. During
these 33 years it therefore increased in circumfeirence 45
inches. Its greatest growth was in the vear 1760, when
it increased precisely 2 inches. During all the other
years its increase in circumference was from 1 inch to 1%
inch annually. This fine tree, however, is now upon the
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age of the silver fir is limited in this country io withim a
century. It isin its greatest perfection when about §0
years old ; and if placed in a proper situation, it is ca-
pable, during all that period, of increasing upon an ave-
rage above a cubic foot of wood annually. From some
full grown trees of this kind, lately felled in the south of
Scotland, it appeared that timber is more valuable and use-
ful than has generally been supposed.

About the year 1700, there had also been planted at
Woodhouselee, and at Greenlaw in the same parish, 2
considerable number of laburnums. Some of them were
cut in the year 1762, and afforded a plank from 10 to 14
inches in breadth of very beautiful timber. At both places
these trees grew in a high part of the country, in a meagre
soil, and in'an exposed situation. When they came to be
worked into furniture, a rcmiarkable difference appeared’
in the quality of their woed, compared ‘to that of labur-
nums of the same age which grew at Panmure in Forfar-
shire, in a rich soil, and in a low and sheltered situation.
Carved work in the Panmure laburnum was executed by
the cabinet-maker with the ordinary tools; but in the
Woodhouselee and Greenlaw labarnum, it required the
assistance of steel files, from the greater closeness and
hardness of the wood.

Upon the whole, it may be remarked, with regard to
the soil of this county and its management, thata very ac-

tive spirit of improvement everywhere prevails. The

farmers form a most respectable and well-educated body
of men. They hold the rank of gentlemen, and are ge-
nerally in affluent circumstances. In former times, in
Scotland, when the soil was ill cultivated, and in miserable
order, and the farmers a needy cluss of persons, one or
two ill crops in succession reduced them to absclute beg-
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gary, and brought to ruin the agriculture of the country,Agriculture
such as it was. Little benefit was derived from the next-

good season ; because the frosted or half-rotten grain of

the former year was used for seed, as the poverty of the
farmers disabled them from sending to a distance for seed

of a better quality. Thus while the population of the
country at large was much inferior to what it now is, a

train of bad seasons was productive of more severe scar-

city, and far more cruel distress. Times are now much

altered ; the soil being kept in heart, or rich, and in good

order, by superior agriculture, resists powerfully the ef-

fect of an unfavourable season, and produces at least a

half crop or more. What is now accounted a half crop,

would anciently in bad, and even in tolerably good sea-

sons, have been thought unexampled fertility: For this

half, or rather two-thirds of a crop, the farmer draws in

a bad season three prices; and thus becoming rich by

the very means which reduced his predecessors to ruin,

he is enabled at all times to preserve his lands in the -
best order, and to sow them with the best seed. By

his augmented capital, he is also enabled to offer to
neighbouring gentlemen a high rent, on condition of re-
ceiving permission to break up for a time the whole or

a part of the old pastures near their mansion-houses, in

which a treasure of fertility has been gradually accumu-

lated. The temptation is usnally effectual ; and thus the

evils attending bad seasons are greatly diminished. The
remaining relief is supplied hy an extended commerce.

It may be observed in passing, that too much care cannot Wealthy
be exerted in any coun‘ry, to make provision that the cul-{_i:;'(':;: o
tivators of the soil shall be well-educated men, in affluent? country-
circumstances, It is well known that no trade or manu-

facture can be successfully conducted by men destitute of

credit or of capital. The same rule holds true with regard

to this most important of all employments. At a distance
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S e |

\

ing in and feeding a great stock of cattle, is alone suflicient
to occupy 2 very large capital ; and it is now well under-
stood, that in proportion to the quantity of cattle thus kept
on a certain extent of soil, for the purpose of renovating its
fertility, may the perfection to which the art of agriculture
has attained in a district be fairly estimated. This de-
monstrates the absolute necessity of an unpopular practice,
that of uniting several small into one large farm, which,
during the last half-century, has been greatly practised in
this and other counties in Scotland. The remarks of Ar-
thur Young, Esq. in justification of the practice, are wor-
thy of attention. ¢ Let me demand,” says that enlighten-
ed agriculturist, ¢ of the advocates for small farms, where
the little farmer is to be found, who will cover his whole
farm with marl at the rate of 100 or 150 tons per acre 3
who will drain all his lands at the expence of L,2 or L. 3
per acre; who will pay a heavy price for the manure of
towns, and convey it thirty miles by land carriage ; who
will float his meadows at the expence of L.5 per acre ;

« who, to improve the breed of his sheep, will give 1000 gui-

_neas for the use of a single #am for a single season ; who

will give 25 guineas per cow for being covered by a fine
bull; who will send across the kingdom to distant provinces
for new implements, and for men to use them; who employ
and pay men for residing in provinces where pragtices are

found which they want to introduce on their farms ? At the

very mention of such exertions, common in England, what
mind can be so perversely framed as to imagine for a
sm&le moment, that such things are to be effected by little
farmers? Deduct from agriculture all the practices thay
have made it flourishing in this island, and you have pre,
cisely the management of small farms* K

¥

* Travcls into France, Vol. L.
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All farms here, as in the rest of Scotland, are let at rack- Agriculture
rent, or the highest possible annuity that can be obtained ; MO‘;:;E“
though, when every thing else is equal, a preference is given i.:;::’g
to the preceding tenant or his family. This atleast is done
by those proprietors who reside during a part of the year,
upon their estates, and who almost uniformly enjoy a good
understanding with their tenants, The usual endurance of
leases is ninetecen years, though they are sometimes ex-
tended for a valuable consideration to alonger period. On
estates that -are very strictly entailed, leases are not per-
miited beyond thirty-two years. Many Scottish gentle-
men adopt 2 mode of letting their farms, which.commer-
cial men, in disposing of their commedities, would account
Scarce]yconsistent with fair or honourabledealing, and which
is rarely, thoyugh sometimes, adopted in Midlothian. They
advertise in the newspapers, that a particular farm is tobe -
let, and they desire that offers of rent may be transmitted
to them, engaging to conceal the amouat of these offers..
Thus the landlord avoids putting any valne upon his farm,
as a merchant would be thought bound to do upon his
goods ; and at the same time a roup is constituted, in
which none of the bidders know the amount of each other’s
offer, and are therefore led to hazard as high offers as po;-
sible, that they may not lose the object of competition. A
case is said to have occurred, thoughmnot in this county,
in which a man, who had formed a great predilection for a
property of which his ancestors had been tenants for some
centuries, offered so high for a lease, that he exceeded all
his competitors to the extent of L. 200 per annum. Still,
however, it must not be supposed that the high rent of farms
is ultimately an evil; on the contrary, it has contributed
greatly tothe improvement of agriculture, and has even ex-
alted the rank, the personal independence, and the respecta-
bility of farmers. It was a maxim of the celebrated Dutch
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Peculiar
processes.

gradually compelled to pay additional taxes. They are
thus stimulated to higher exertions of skill and industry.
These enable them not merely to pay their additional bur-
dens, but to accumulate a large surplus profit. Nothing
is more common in Scotland, than to see one farmer almost
starving upon a property for which he pays a very trifling
rent ; while, at the end of his lease, another shall give more
than twice the rent for the same farm, and shall rapidly
become wealthy upon it. The high rents paid for farms
bring matters to such a state, that none but men possesséd
at once of activity, intelligence, and considerable capital,
can possibly conduct the employment of agriculture. At
the same time, as such men know their own value, that
they owe every thing to their own industry, and nothing
to the favour of their landlords, (who prefer the man that
pays them best), they are led to assume an independence of
character, which, beforehand, could not have been expected
in men living on the property of another.

No peculiar agricultural processes exist here that ‘are
worthy of notice. Flooding land with water has been tried
on one or two spots with success; but the few waters of
Midlothian cannot be spared from the use of machinery ;
and-their situation, amidst steep declivities, would in no cir-
cumstances render them valuable for watering land arti«
ficially. A stream that carries down towards the bay of
Musselburgh much of the rain water that washes the

. streets of Edinburgh, has within these few years heen very

successfully employed for irrigation, and has converted
a tracf of waste blowing sand upon the sea-shore into va-

_ lnable meadow. - The same stream between this spot and

the city is in various places conducted into spacious pools
or basons ; through which, by flowing slowly, it deposits
large quantitiés of sediment, which is found to be a valu-

~
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able manure, and is annually removed at the end of sum- Agriculture
mer, after the current of the stream has for some time been
turned aside to permit the sediment to become dry.

Much land in the vicinity of Edinburgh is devoted 'to Gardens

gardening, to supply the city with vegetables for the table,
In former times these were produced almost exclusively’
upon the sharp sandy soil in the neighbourhood of Mus-
selburgh. Near Edinburgh, also, there are extensive nur-
series for rearing fruit and forest trees, to supply a part of
the numerous plantations, especially of the latter,” which
are now carrying on upon the high grounds in Scotland.

The larger fruits, such as apples, pears, &c. are not con-
sidered upon the east coast of Scotland as a kind of produce
which can at all be relied on; the cold easterly winds,
and the spring frosts, very frequently destroying all the
hope of a crop. At the same time, these fruits are very
juicy, and are better suited for the pastry cook, that is, for
baking, than English apples, which are accounted too dry
and meally. The small fruits, such as gooseberries, straw-
berries, currants, .&ec. are here cultivated in vast abun- -
dance, and are accounted of excellent quality and flavour,
far superior to what is found in climates that enjoy 2 lar-
ger portion of the sun’s rays. The extensive culture of
strawberries is said to have been first introduced upon the
sandy banks of the North Esk from Roslin downwards. It
is understood that the gardener has not a surer or more
profitable crop. They are less injured by our unsteady
and wet seasons than other fruits ; they never indeed fail '
altogether, as is sometimes the case with regard to the lar-
ger fruits.

The western parts of this county te the northward Minerals,
of the Pentland- hills are deficient in coal. In different
places, however, abundance of lime-stone, iron-stone, and
sand-stonc, usually termed fiee stome, are found, The
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Pentlands, and ‘other large mountains, consist of different
sorts of basaltic stone or whin-stone, granite, and other
strata, which are usually termed primitive rocks, whereas
the other fossils occupy the valley. The eastern division
of this county contains one ‘of the most extensive and rich
fields of coal that is any where to be found. It extends
from the sea-shore at Musselburgh, on both sides of the
north Esk, about 15 miles inland to the head of that stream
at the Carlips on the confines of Tweedale. The secon-
dary strata, consisting of coal, lime-stone, iron-stone, free-
stone, and clays of great varicty, entirely occupy this ex-
tensive tract of country to the mountains on each side; and
the secondary strata are said to remain uninterrupted or
broken by any great mass of granite or basaltic stone, that
i*, whin.stone. On approaching the mountains, the se-
condary strata, as it were, overlap the whin-stone, and in
some places ascend the mountain a little way before they
are entirely cut off. The seams of coal that have been dis-
covered are very numerous, amounting in some places to

Position of tWenty-six in ‘number‘ ‘below each other.. It is worthy of

the coal.

notice, that the great beds or strata of coal, which here exist
in the bowels of the earth, resemble in their position or in-
clination, in some degree, the upper surface of the soil.
From thie two rivers called the Esk, the country ascends on
both sides for some miles. The valley, which near their
junction forms the bed of these streams, and thereafter the
valley of the North Esk, appears to be in general the centre
of the coal-field ; and here the beds or seams, or strata of
coal, repose ina level or horizgntal position : but on each
side of this valley, they ascend below ground in -the same
manner as the country does at the surface; and it is only
by this ascent of the country that they are prevented from
spe'edily, terminating at the open day. The strata near
the Esk are termed flat seams of coal ; and those at a dis-
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tanee receive the appellation of edge seams, from their des< Minerala.
PP 24 5 AT 2 ;

cending, or almost upright position in the earth. As the
surface of the soil is frequently unequal, and no where
descends with so much rapidity and regularity asthe stra«
ta of coal beneath, the edge seams are wrought with consis
derable difficulty, on account of their speedily running to
a great depth. Many of the strata however are extremely
valuable, the seams being some of them seven, nine, and
fifteen feet in thickness. They are usually cleared of
water by powerful steam engines erected at a great ex-
pence. One of these, belonging to the Duke of Bucclengh,
with all its appurtenances and adjoining buildings, is said
to have cost nearly L.5000. Itis upon the old plan, (not
Watt’s) with a cylinder of about five feet in diameter, and
furnished with boilers, consisting of vast metallic cham-
bers of an oblong form, with roofs concave like the cover
of atrunk. The boilers have double fires, with flues un-
derneath.

The coal, however, is variously wrought in different si- 2 Vlodeso'f
tuations. In the parishof Lasswade, on the north-west side ¢t the coal,

of the North Esk, the metal, that is, the coal, stands so much
on edge as to form in some places an angle of sixty-five

degrees with the horizon. In other quarters of the coal-,

field, the metals are said te be nearly perpendicular. At
Loanhead, a cross mine from theriver renderedit possible
to work them to the depth of ninety yards from the grass.
In this quarter, an impregnation of the waters of the mines
with alum has lately proved a source of no small incon-
venience, by corroding the metallic pumps, and even at-
tacking the stcam-engine.

In the lower part of this great field of minerals, near the Disputes of

sea, the different proprietors have sometimes had serious
law-suits on account of an interference of interests. On
ene occasion, a proprietor having opened a work upon the

proprietors.

.
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Migcrals. lower part ofa bed of coal; found, that in draining his owit

work, he was under the necessity of draining also the
works of an adjoining proprietor, who was the owner of
the upper part of the same stratum or bed of coal ; because;
from the porous nature of this mineral; water finds its way
to a great distance throtigh it; or along the metals adjoin<
ing to it. Thdt he might not labour or employ his steam<
engine in his neighbour’s service; the inferior proprietor
put down pits at the march or upper boundary of his pro-
perty, and proceeded to remove the coal, and fill up its
place with a bed of stiff clay; artificially placed there,
through whiich water could not penetrate. The upper pro-
prietor contended against this measure, that as, by the law
of Seotland upon the surface of the soil; an inferior pro-
prietot is bound to suffer rain or river water to flow in its
accustomed manner from the land of his neighbout who
possesses the upper property ; so the same rule cught to
hold in the bowels of the earth; and the water ought to be
left to itself, or allowed to descend downward without any
artificial impediment. The courts of law were puzzled ;
and at first were of opinion, that the analogy between wa-
ter flowing above and below ground ought to be adhered
to; but it was afterwards adjudged, that the cases were
different, and that the inferior proprietor had a right to
plug up or obstruct the current of water below ground for
his own protection, if he was able to do so,” because thé
upper proprietor would be left in no worse situation than
if no coal-pit had ever been opened or wrought upon 'the .
lower part of the seam or stratum.

It is to be observed, that in this quarter a drain of un-
common extent, for clearing of water a part of the ficld of
coal-field, was at one time accomplisked by an enterpriz
sing individual, nearly forty years ago, Mr Biggar of
Woolmet. This gentlernan epened a level or mine from
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the sea, and carried it through the estates of Duddingston, Mincrali.
Niddry, and part of Edmonstone, up to Woolmet bank, a
distance of about three miles; it drained the upper coal-

works, but ultimately almost drowned the inferior ones.

It is certain that some part of the extensive field of coal Coal, whea
upon the Esk has been wrought for two centuries back, Sy
and how much longer is not known. Of the original dis-
covery and use of mineral coal we have little: knowledge.

There is said to be abundance of mineral coal in the
neighbourhood of Constantinople ; but we have no reason g’{km“
to suppose that the Greeks or Romans made any use of Greeks and
this material. As they have left no description of it, there s
seems every reason to believe that it was unknown .to

them. Their poets and other writers constantly speak of

wood as used for fuel, but say nothing of mineral coal.
Indeed, it does not appear possible, that if a substance of

such value was once known and used, it could ever have

sunk into oblivion. The writers, however, of the middle

ages, speak of it as a substauce of a singuldr and strange
nature. It would seem to have been discovered in this
country at a more early period than in thesrest of Europe.
Zneas Sylvius, who afterwards assumed the purple under

the name of Pius the Second, visited this island about the
middle of the fifteenth century. He relates, that he saw

in Scotland “ the poor people, who in rags begged at the
churches, receive for alms pieces of sione, with which they

went away contented. This species of stone (says he),
whether with sulphur, or whatever inflammable substance

it may be impregnated, they burn in place of wood, of
which their country is destitute.,” And Boetius, in his
description of Scotland, his native country, written in the
beginning of the 15th century, says, ¢ There are black

stones also digged outofthe ground, which are very good for

firing ; and such is their intolerable heat, that they resolve
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Coal early
used in
China,

‘When used

in. Britain,

and such artificers as deal with other metals ; neither are
they found any where else (that I know of) than between
the Tay and Tyme, within the whole island.”

In China, where almost every art hitherto cultivated
in the western'world appears to have existed in some form
or other during a long succession of ages, it is probable,

that the discovery and use of mineral coal is of conside-

rable antiquity. The great populatiop of that empire, to-
gether with ‘the ‘very valuable porcelain vessels which

N

they produce, demonstrate uncommon superiority, or at -

least great experience, in the two valuable arts of agricul-
ture and mineralogy. The well-known Venetian travels
ler, Marco Polo; who, in the:thirteenth century, travelled
to China through the vast desarts of High Tartary, ob-
serves, in his. description of China, “ That through ‘the
whole province-of Cathay; certain black stones are dug out
of the mouintains, which, being put in.the fire; burn Ziée
wood, and when Kindled they continue burning a long
time ; insomuch, that if they arelighted in the evening,
the fire will kee:p alive “during the whole night. Many
use these stonmes although they have plenty of wood, the
consumption of fuel in stoves being very great.”—No-=
thing 'can more cléarly demonstrate the ignorance of the
Europeans concerning the use of coal at -the distance of a
few centuries than the similarity of the langnage employed
upon the subject- by Marco Polo, Ziieas Sylvius, and Bos
etius. Théy have no name whereby to' denominate this
tnineral, and evidently describe it as a substance to whxch
they are strangers.

"Coal does not appear to have been discovered, or at
least to have been'uscd, in Scotland in: the middle of the
twelfth century. ' In the ancient. laws -of the boroughs;
(leges burgorum), enacted ‘abont the year 1140, privie
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Ieges are granted to those who bring fuel into boroughs ; Minerals,

but no mention is made of coal, although wood, turf, and
peats are particularly noticed. In the year 1234, Heary
the Third of England rencws a charter which his father
had givea to the inhabitants of Newcastle ; and in this
renovated charter he grants, upon their supplication, to
the persons in whose favour the charter was conceived,
licence to dig coals upon payment of L.100 a-year ; which
is the earliest mention made of coal in the island. By the
end of the thirteenth century, the use of coal was so much
advanced, that it was frequently brought by sea-carriage
from one port to' another : But the first mention that is
made of coal, in any charter in Scotland, is in a grant exe-
cuted A. D. 12091, in favotir of the abbot and convent of
Dunfermline, of the privilege of digging ¢oal in the lands
of Pittencrieff, in the connty of Fife. Even when wood
became very scarce, at the distance of several centuries after
the discovery of codl, the manner of working it was ex-
tremely rude, the progress of the use of it slow, and its
extent limited. - The statutes enacted by the Scottish par«
liament, and the patents granted by our kings, display their
ignorance in working coal ; they set foith strongly its de:
eay, and guard anxiously its preservation. In the begin-
ning of the sixteentl century, coal smoke was deemed very
pernicious ; and even in the end of it, the use of coal in
making of iron was hardly known in Scotland. Notwith-
standing the vicinity of the great field of coal already de-
scribed upon the waters of Esk, coal was so far from be-
ing .the sort of fuel universally employed in Edinburgh,
that in the year 1584 great stacks or piles' of heather,
broom, whins, and other fuel, were erected in the different
closes and wynds, or lanes, for the use of the inhabitants,
in the'same manner that in the remote villages in which
peats are used, a great stack of them is still scen standing
Vor. 1. Part 11, S
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opposite to the door of every house. One of these piles of
fuel in Edinburgh was set on fire in the night ; .whether
intentionally or casually, is unknown, but it greatly alarm-
ed the whole citizens, and served to demonstrate to them
the dangerous nature of the practice. The town=council
immediately issued an order for removing those piles. of
fuel to the side' of the North Loch, and other waste grounds
around the city. ..

After all the: other inhabitants of Scotland had attained
to the possession of personal liberty, that is, after the abo-
lition of the barbarous law of villanage, by which the pro-
prietors of the soil were accounted proprietors ofthe persons
wholaboured upon it,a remnant of this law still remained in
the case of ecolliers, and of manufacturers of salt from sea-
water, from their connection with coal-works. The cha-
racter of 1ndolence. and ignorance, which a state of personal
slavery never fails to stamp upen the minds of those placed
in it, served in all probability ‘o retard the progress of the
art of working mineral coal. It was not till the present reign
that the legislature interfered to abolish this remnant of

ancient barbarism. A circumstance, however, which proves

“‘how difficult it is, by the mere force of power or of legis-

lative authority, toaccomplish even the most rationalchanges
in the ordinary practice of human affairs, is this: That
hitherto theacquisition of freedom has tended only ina very
small degree to ameliorate the character or condition of
this class of men. When the proprietors of coal mines
could no longer, by dint of jurisdiction, compel their work-

“men to remain in their serviee upon the footing of a right

of property‘in their persons, they set about devising new
modes of subjugating them, or of fixing them to the spot
where they had previously laboured. The devices which
were adopted have unhappily been such as ruined the
morals of this body of labourers ; while at the same time
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they have on different occasions greatly intérrupted the Minerals.
—d

public supply of that which has now become an article
of the first necessity. From the time when the colliers
were emancipated by the interposition of the legislature
from the state of villanage, by which, like the adseriptitii
glebae of feudal tyranny, they had been chained for life to
the soil upon which they had been born, some conductors
of coal-works, for a long period, discovered no better me-
thods of binding them to . their service than by enticing
them to plunge themselves irrecoverably into debt. They
were in° many cases attempted to be seduced from their
former masters by more enterprizing or less scrupulous
employers. . The debts contracted in the work which they
were-to leave were paid, and a premium superadded,
which they were tempted, like the infatuated raw recruit,
to spend in immediate intemperance. More money was
often injudiciously lent them, in the vain hope that the
deeper they were involved in debt to their new masters,
the more closely would they be incited to labour, and the
longer they should be constrained to remain at their new
task. But instead of this, the men, as a policy alittle less
shallow might easily have foreseen in such cases, became
dispirited at the view of the debts in which they had been
so hastily, and often on their own part so unintentionally,
plunged ; and at last, despairing ever to discharge them,
they sunk iato obstinate indolence, despondence, or profli-~
gacy ; or they fairly run off from the work, and repaired,
by stealth, to some new contractor, who, though aware of
their obnoxious condition, winked at the trick ; and when
discovered, perhaps paid the fatal debt, and ensured the re-
petition of the same fraudulent retribution against himself.
Hence it has frequently happened, either from the stub-
bornness of despair, the relish for bribes and indulgences,
and the habitual taste for extravagance, so imprudently fos-
Se2 i
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Lime.

fuse to work without some new bribe, or perhaps unless
their wages be permanently raised in proportion te the in-
crease of price to which their masters may have chosen to
raise the coal itself. “After all, the improving state of the
country is the great source of the mischief: the demand
for coal is increasing faster than workmen can be found to
supply that demand ; a circumstance which tempts adven-
turers, in this branch of business, to make very imprudent
exertions for the purpose of obtaining workmen.

As an appendage to some of the coal-works adjoining
to Musselburgh bay, salt is manufactured by the evapora-
tion of sea~water. Salt thus prepared is always inferior in
quality for curing fish, or any salted provisions, to that
which is brought from the Eunglish salt mines near Liver-
pool, probably on -account of the leisurely evaporation
which there takes place ; in consequence of which the salt
is allowed to form itself into wvery large crystals. The
operation of making salt from sea-water, notwithstanding
the vicinity of the coal pits, and the cheapness of the small
coal or dross consumed in the salt furnaces, is so expensive,
that should government either remove altogether the tax
upon salt, or even equalize it throughout Scotland and Eng-
land, and allow a free transference of this necessary of life
from ‘the one country to the other, no more Scottish salt
would be prepared from sea-water ; and as no salt mines
or springs have hitherto been discovered in this' country,

. Eniglish salt' would alone be made use of.

‘We have said, that lime-stone is found in abundance in
various quarters of the county, both in the eastern and
western parts of it. In the neighbourhood of Edinburgh,
lime is chiefly used for architecture, the town dung being
generally supposed to supersede the necessity of employing
it in agriculture.  The great lime quarry or’ mine which-

0
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is wrought at Gilmerton," in the parish of Libberton, be- Minerals.
tween three and four miles from Edinburgh, is-a singular Giimerton
object well worthy of being visited. The mine or:quarry s

is nearly a mile in length, and every where open to the
light of day. The bed or stratum of limestone descends
rapidly into the bowels of the earth, or rests in an inclined
position like the coal and other mineral strata'in‘thatneigh-
bourhood. On descending into this mine, ‘we find> our-
selves on a shelving declivity, with abundance “of beaten
paths among the fragments of limestone rock’ which' have
been left upon the floor.  Over head is a roof, consisting
of a bed of solid rock, which is every where supported
by pillars of limestone which have been left for that
purpose. As the roof is of considerable height, and the
openings which form the entranceito the mine are large,
there is abundance of light ; which however gradualiy di-
minishes in proportion to the descent towards the bottom
of the mine, at which there is a pool of water. . The light
does not entirely fail in any greater degree than to give a
dull and sublime obscurity to the aspect of the place.  In-
stead of proceeding to any great depth, it has been found
more profitable to dig out the limestone lengthwise, keép-
ing always near the surface, and thereby producing a long
cut or chasm, which advances obliquely up the side of a
long ridge or hill. Hence the inquisitive spectator has an
opportunity of making a long excursion under greund,
without losing she light of daj. To those who wish to
obtain a general idea’ of the nature of the operations
carried on in mines, and of the way in which the beds
of mineral strata rest between each other, and are re-
moved by human art; no better plan-can be adopted
than to visit the excavations now alluded to. It can be
done witlf little trouble, and without the unpleasant seati-
maents which, to an unexperienced person, usually attend
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the descent by a bucket into a coal-pit, together with the
dirtiness and obscurlty which necessarily prevail there.
To the lovers of curions, or even perhaps of picturesque

-objects, these works will appear worthy of attention, from
‘the feelings excited on entering into their vast caverns, and

from the novelty ahd pecullarny of their nature.
Even the stone quarries in the vicinity of Edinburgh

.are objects of some curiosity. That of Craigleith is with.

in less than a mile and a half of the New Town of Edin-
burgh. It is a vast open excavation or bason cut out of
the end of a hill,” the whole of which to the top consists of
excellent white free-stone, the blocks or beds of which are
of great depth without any fissure or natural rent. The

effort of vast power and perseverance, obviously necessary

to tear up and remove the immense quantities of solid rock
which in its natural state must have filled this great exca
wation, renders it a very sublime object when first seen by
a stranger. .~ Another very great free-stone quarry, but of
a different appearance, is that of Hailes, about three miles
to the westward of Edinburgh castle. It is in-a level
country, and consists of a long narrow chasm, or artificial’
«cut, ‘of considerable |depth into the earth. On one side is
seen a perpendicular face or wall of free stone, and on the
opposite side of the chasm are the fragments or waste,
which in this: quarry are so great, that being negligently
cast backwards, they fill up the cavity out of which the
stone meant for use hiad been taken.  The stone of this
quarry is of a different sort from that of Craigleith, . It is
easily wrought, being in thin natural plates or layers, with
beds of softer stone or rubbish between the plates.- . The
hard stone is used for laying the extensive side-pavement
of the streets of Edinburgh, and also for the stairs of hou-
ses. The quarry is cleared of rain water by a very sim-
ple machine, moved by a rill or extremely trifling rivulet
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that passes’it. The water of this rill is made to flow into
buckets placed around the extremity of a large wheel:
" while a bucket is filling, the wheel stands still ; when the
bucket is full, the wheel makes between a quarter and 2
half turn, so asto empty the bucket. In making this turn,
it gives a stroke to 2 pump communicating with the quarry,
and thus brings up a guantity of water, which, to aid the
effect of the rivulet, is made to flow into it. In the mean-
while another bucket upon the wheel isfilled and emptied,
and another stroke of the pump is given. Inheavy rains,
which tend to fill the quarry with water, the rivulet is. at
the same time swelled, and turns the wheel and works the
pump rapidly and incessantly ; and thus the work per-
formed 1is at all times proportioned to the necessity that
exists for it. At Craigleith, the quarry is kept clear of
avater by a pump, moved by 2 horse going in a gin.

This county is not absolutely destitute of the more pre-
«lous minerals. At the head of the North Esk, on the
south side of the Pentland hills at Carlips, on the borders
of Tweedale, lead was in former times found, from which
silver was extracted. The different spots where the mines
were formerly put down, are to this day distinguished by
appellations descriptive of the mineral obtained there. One
place is called the Lead Flats, another iscalled Leadlawhill ;
and the excavations in general are still called by the inha-
bitants the siller (silver) boles. In the parish of Currie
also a vein of copper has been found. Attempts were made
to work it, but it was found nof’to be - sufficiently rich to
repay the cost.

\

£79
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Lead, Sil-
ver, &c.

As connected with the mineralogy of the district, an in- Meving

. H M
stance may be mentioned, which occurred at the south east-

ern extremity of the county in the. parish of Stow, of a
movement of a spot of ground on the 30th July 1735.
The former part o: the season being exceedingly warm and

088,
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Minerals. dry, there was a great storm of thunder, with hail and
\.——Y—

Ruutmg
Well, °

rainn. At Wedderlaw, a hill in Over-shiels ground, three
miles up Lugate water, the shepherd, sitting ata small dis-
tance, observed the face of the hill begin to move. The

~whole flock of sheep being gathered on that spot in conse-

quence of the thunder, he immediately sent his ddg to
drive thein off.” By'this means the greater part were saved,
though some went with the break or piece of land, which
was carried down to Gala, and a great quantity of the
moss as far as Galashiels, which is reported to have ser-
ved the poor people in that village for pe:lts the following
‘winter. .3

In the parish of Inveresk isa curlosxty, which 7is thus
mentioned by Maitland in his History of Edinburgh :—
¢ About three miles south-eastward from Edinburgh is
situated l\rTonktown (vulcrarly IMountain), so denominated
from a priory of monks anciently there. At this place is
a very great curiosity, denominated the routing well, which
is a draw well in the yard of the mansion-house, the area
whereof, from the mouth to the water, is about 35 feet;
and is so called from certain noises it makes preceding &

~_storm, sometimes rescmbling the beating of a coppersmith’s
Jargest hammers, then a noise like a shower of hail falling

info water ; and at other times, by a violent bubbling, raises

:the water above a foot higher than its natural level.”

The reverend Dr Carlyle, in his account of the parish
of Inveresk, endeavours to explain this phenomenon, by

saying, ¢ that this well being dug many fathoms deep

through a rock, in order to get below the strata of coal
that - abound in the field, it communicates through the
coal-rooms that are wrought with other shafts, which oc-
casions a rumbling noise, that does not precea’é, but accom-
panies a high wind.” Maitland endeavours to account for
: : :

N
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it, by supposing the noise to be occasioned by the united Minerals.
action of air and water, e

In consequence of the abundance of free-stone, anid the Mineral
sulphur usually accompanymg it, in all parts of the coun- - aerd
ty, there are frequent'instauces of springs attended with 2
mineral impregnation.  We have already mentioned that
of St Bernard’s Well near Edinburgh; and in other places
to the westward, similar instances occur, but weaker. “In |
the parlsh of M: dcalder, on the estate of Letham, there is
a spring of sulphureous water.” It does not appear fo be
different from other fountains of that kind. Like the
waters of Hafrowga’t‘e, and other sulphkureous springs, it
has been found to. be beneficial in various diseases, but
more especially in cases of scrophula and gravel. ‘

In the parish of Cramond, on tbe lands of Marchfield, is
a spring of mineral water, called the we// of spaw, rec-
koned beneficial in scorbutic cases, and highly purgative -
when taken in quantities. At Corstorphine, the waters
of 2 mineral spring were once in kigh repute, on account
of their supposed medicinal virtues ; but for many years
they have been totally neglected It is szud that in at-
tempting to cut-a drain in the nelghbourhood, the ‘source
of the water was tapped, and the impregnated stream ’
dried up. ‘ » ' :

In the southern part of the county there are several
chalybeate springs. On the south side of the North Esk,
among the woods opposite to the Spittal hill, is a clear
well of a bitterish taste,'supposed to have both an emetic
and cathartic quality. It is resorted to by the common
people for bowel complaints, faintings, disorders in the
blood, cancers, &c. ; and of course 1s said to have per-
formed many wonderful cures. On the slope of a hill on
the south side of the same river, opposite to the west end
of the Spittal hill, isanother spring of a strong petrefying
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Migerals. quality.. Where it oozes out. of the ground, it has

white appearance, and is seen at a considerable distance
on the Lintonroad.

At St Catharine’s, in the parish of Liberton, is a spring,
the water of which is covered with a film of petroleum or
mineral oil. However frequently this film is removed,
it still returns. The spring is called the dalm well of St
Catharine. 1t was much frequented in ancient times, and
considered as a sovereign remedy for several cutaneous
distempers. It owes its origin, it is said, to the following
miracle. St Catharine had a commission from St Mar-
garet, consort of Malcolm Canmore, to bring a quantity
of oil from mount Sinai. In this very place she happen-
ed, by some accident or other, to lose a few drops of it ;
and on her earnest supplication the well appeared as just
now described. When King James the Sixth was in

Scotland in 1617, he went to visit it, and ordered that it

should be fenced in with stones from bottom to top ; and
that a door and staircase should be made for it, that people
might have the more easy access to the oily substances,
which float always above, and which were deemed of
so much importance. The royal command being imme-
diately obeyed, the well was greatly adorned, and conti~
nued so until the year 1650, when Gromwell’s soldiers
not only defaced it, but almost totally destroyed it. Itwas
repaired, indeed, after the restoration; but it did not ap-
pear to such advantage as before. Adjoining to the well
a chapel was erected, and dedicated to St Margaret. St
Catharine was buried in the chapel, which was pulled
down during the late century. It is said by the country
people, that the person who pulled it down was ever after-
wards unprosperous in all his affairs and undertakings.
On the sea-shore, about half a mile above Newhaven,
between the high and low water marks, a considerable
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stream or very strong spring of salt water is seen con- Minerals.

stantly issuing from the earth, or from a crevice in the
rocks, during the time of low water, or in the absence of
the tide. Very sanguine hopes were lately entertained
by some persons that this might prove a natural salt
spring, from which salt might be profitably manufactured,
as the want of manufactures, or objects of exportation, sub-
jects the trade of Leith to gi‘cat incoveniences ; and as salt
is an important object of American trade, it was hoped
that this spring, either in itself, or as leading to a vein of
natural salt, might prove extensively useful. Unfortu-
nately, however, there is every reason to believe that these
expectations will not be realized. ‘The water of the
- spring does no doubt seem to be somewhat purer than that
of the adjoining Frith ; but it does not appear to be more
strongly impregnated with salt. The whole seems to be the
result of the same sort of operations which have produced
the routing well above mentioned. Adjoining to this spot,
coal was anciently found and wrought; and the coal rooms,
or space emptied by bringing up that mineral, undoubt-
edly still remain. The probability is, that the waters of
the sea find their way, when the tide is at flood, into the

coal rooms, through the chink or aperture which forms '

the salt spring ; and that they continue to rush out again
during the absence of the tide. As the sea at high water
rises at least six or seven feet above the level of the spring,
this explanation will appeaf sufficiently probable, though
the old coal workings should not be supposed of any un-
usual extent.

This county has nothing peculiar with regard to its wild Animals.

animals, which are not different from those found in the
rest of the island. They consist of foxes, hares, a few
rabbits, ermines, weasles, moles, rats, common and shrew
mice, adders, scaly lizards, the common lizard, toads,
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Animals. frogs, &c. Bats are scen fluttering giddily about in the

evenings. At times are seen, ascending the country,
gulls from' the Frith'; also, overhead, wild swans and
geese.  On the small lakes is the wallard, teal, colymbus
auritus, one of the dobechicks ; on the streams, the heron,
water tail, water ouzel, landpeper, and wagtails; on the
‘marshes, the snipe, the woodcock in winter, thie red spar
row, the marsh tit-mouse ; on the rocks, the ring ouzel,
which has a few shrill plaintive notes, and very much the
appearance and manner of a blackbird, and the stone-chat-
ter; on the moors are grouse (one of these being almost
shot to pieces, its stomach was found entirely filled with
white moths, which are very common among long heath),
curlews, lapwings, and grey plovers; on the fields, the
hen-harrier, partridges, landrails, sky larks, corn bunt-
ings, snow buntings, ficld fares, mountain finches, and the
goat-sucker or night swallow; in the hedges, common
and hedge sparrows ; in the woods, the buzzard, sparrow
hawk, jay, magpie, crow, ringdove, and the cukow, the
crossbill (attracted by the cones of the spruce, the plates.
of which, to get at the seed, are found in numbers folded
back with great dcitcrity), the bullﬁnch,. sterling, thrush,
blackbird, redbreast, linnet, all the finches and titmice, in—
cluding the blue and the long tailed one, also a very small
and beautiful bird, the creeper, like a little meuse running-
up the tress for insects, the yellow, common, 2nd golden-
crested wrens ; the swallows about the houses in summer and
in the woods ; at nights, the owl, horned and smooth. The
red squirrel (scivrus vulgaris rufus of Linnazeus) has be-
come extremely common of late years upon the banks of
the Esk, and the woods everywhere abound with them.
Though a beautiful animal, they are ‘destructive of the
small birds by devouring their eggs, and are certamly in-
jurious to young plantmg by cropping and barking the
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4ender shoots. The larch tree suffers particularly from Animals
this animal.

In the year 1749, when the coal was worked at New-
hall, in the parish of Pennycuick, it was remarked that
the colliers liouses, and other cottages in. which nothing
was burnt but coal, abounded with bugs. In the neigh-Bugs
bourhood of that coal there was plenty of peat moss ; and
there, as it happens in other. parts of Scotland, many of
the cottagers chose rather to use peat than coal for their
fuel. In those houses in which peat only was burnt, the
bug never appeared, though they were immediately ad«
jacent to- houses where coal was burnt, and in which the
insect prevailed. :

In the year 1759, when the coal was worked in Glen~
cross moor, and at Goukly moss in that parish, the same
thing was observed. The houses of the lower people
who only used coal were infested with bugs, while those
in which peat and turf served as the ouly fuel were ene
tirely free.

The burning of peat in Edinburgh came to be a sort of
receipt against bugs, though it does not appear to be of
much avail. If peat smoke is at all a remedy against
them, it appears-only to be so where no other fuel is used
but peat, and where the smoke is at liberty, as is usually
the case where peat is burnt, to pervade the whole house.

It is indeed remarkable, that the bug prevails only in
those towns and parts of Scotland where coal is burnt ;
and that'it is unknown in the towns and districts where
peat and turf are the only fuel. - Some towns and villages
of this kind, though they have always had much commu-
nication with Edinburgh and Glasgow, by means of goods,
furniture, and apparel, still remain uninfested with bugs.
This would insinuate that they possess some antidote
against these vermin. This antidote probably consists
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of 4 penetrating volatile oil contzined in the smoke of
peat, and which gives an impregnation to malt dried with
peat that is not lost by the process of fermeéntation, but
on the contrary comes over in distillation, and communi-
cates its peculiar flavour to the Highlind whisky. \
In the north-western part of the county, which is en-
tirely agricultural, the villages are few and trifling ; con-
sisting, in general, only of a small hamlet, with one or two
hundred inhabitants'in each parish. The most remarka-
ble of them are, Midcalder, Gorstorphine, and Cramond.
The former of theseis pleasantly situated near the Amond,
in a countty adorned with much wood, and almost en-
tirely* enclosed, or divided into fields of moderate extent
with stone walls, or by hedges and ditches. Corstorphine
is supposed t¢ have derived its name from the circum-
stance of a golden cross having been presented to ‘the
church by some French nobleman. Croix d’or fin ;y and -
hence Corstorphine.  Others derive it from Gaelic words
signifying steps through a wet place ; al‘circumstanc':e ex-
pressive of its situation, as it stands at the extremity of a
morass, and in low wet ground. It is chiefly worthy of
notice on account of a peculiar preparation of milk which
has from time immemorial been brought from thence to
the Edinburgh market under the appellation of Corstor-
phine cream. This preparation of milk is very ancient,
and probably originated among the Tartars, by whom it
was made of mare’s milk, and denominated Aowmzss:
What is called Corstorphine cream around Edinburgh, is
in the rest of Scotland termed batted kit.- It is prepared
in several ways; but the simplest is the following: A
quantity of churned or butter milk, of good quality;
is ‘set aside in a wooden barrel or other vessel. After
some time an' extrication of air or a process of fermenta-
tion commences. The thick part of the milk rises to the
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t0p, and is separated from the whey, which remains at the V'“‘E“-
bottom. The thick part is skimmed off, and is of a plea< t.-v—_a
sant acid taste. Itis light and wholesome and cooling ;
and when eaten with sugar, is agreeable to almost every
palate. The process for making it never fails, providing
the weather be warm and the butter’milk rich. If the
milk is poor, the thick part of the milk, instead of swim-
ming at the top of the whey, is apt to sink to the bottom,
and is never equal to the former sort. To avoid this ac<
cident, and also to improve the quality of the Corstor-
phine credm, it is proper to mix with the butter milk,
when originally set aside, a quantity of new milk.. If the
weather is chilly, it is necessary to place the barrel or ves-
sel containing the butter milk within another vessel con-
taining hot water.

A variety of the same substance, of a richer and more
substantial quality, may be prepared instantaneously in
the following manner: Take a quantity of extremely
sour butter milk, and place it in a punch bowl or other
vessel ; then bring'to a boiling heat in a tea-kettle a quan-
tity of sweet milk. Pour the sweet milk from the spout
of the tea-kettle among the butter milk, taking care to
hold the tea-kettle at a considerable height. The whole
thick part of both sorts of milk will instantly swim to the
top, and is to be skimmed off and eaten when cold. It
will be richer in propertion as a larger quantity of sweet
milk is employed. A very elegant dish may be prepa-
red by using cream, sweetened with sugar and seasoned
with spices, instead of sweet milk.

The village of Cramond, situated on the east side of the Cramond,
Almond at its junction with the Forth, contains about 300
inhabitants. Only a few sloops belong to its harbour,
‘which is described in the records of exchequer as a creek
connected with the port of Leith. The village is chiefly
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Vlla}:gu* rcmaxLable on account of the iron manufacture which has
it for many years been carried on here by Messrs Caddell
and Edington, who employ in it a capital of above
L.30,000. ' The work consists of three forges, two slit-
ting mills, and two steel furnaces; at which bar iron is
manufactured into blistered, square or, faggot, and Ger-
man_steel, hoops, and rolled iron, rod iron, boiler and
tin plates for steam-engines or salt works, locks, moulds,
anchors, palms, bolts for ship-building, and other articles,
There are. also here spade and nail manufactures belong-
ing to the same company. The iron used at the Cramond
. works comes -chiefly from Russia and Sweden: - The
works are supplied with coal from the estate. of ‘Grange
near Borrowstounness; belonging to Mr William Caddell.
The coal is brought down the Frith in the sloops belonging
to this port, ‘to-.the-amount of about 1600 tons annually.
The forge hammers weigh from four to six hundred weight
cach ;.and they are wrought by water; and make from

120 to 160 strokesin a minute.
But the chief scat of the population of the country part
of the shire of Midlothian is in ‘the ncighbourhood of the
Esk, upon or adjoining to the great-coal field already de-
scribed. . Here there dare numerouns villages of different
degrees of magnitude.. The uppermost village upon the
I’cnnycuxck South Esk is that of Peauycuick, said to signify, in Gae-
lic, goud’s (or cuckoo’s) hill, probably from the number
of these birds that haunt the surrounding woods in spring.,
Tt was the opinion of the late Sir James Clerk, that a for-
mer proprietor, principal heritor of the parish, gave it this
name after his own; but that the original one was St
Mungo’s (in Norwegian dear friend), the name given to
St Kentigern by Sordanus, bishop of Orkney, by whom
he was educated about the middle of the sixth century.
“The chief support of the village is a -cottor mill, which

[
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gcncrally employs about 500 persons of different ages. It Vg:azcs,
was the first that was erected in Scotland, and is the only ——
work of the kind within the county.

The manufacture of paper.is carried on to a ccn nsiderable Paper,
extent in mills established npon this river as well as upon
the water of Leith; and considerable quantities of it are
constantly exported to London. On the South Esk, aGun-pow-

der Millm
gun-powder manufactory has becn established. during ten
‘or twelve years past. It is the first of the kind that has
been tried in Scotland. It has suffered considerably at
different times from explosions ; by one of which a part.
ner in the concern lost his life. .

Descending down the country, there are several villages
trowded with colliers; but the chief villages, or rather
country towns; belonging to this county, are those of Dal-
keith and Musselburgh. The name of Dalkeith is said Dalkeith,
to be derived from the Gaelic.language, and signifies a
plain situated between two rivers. If this be so, 1t is per-
fectly descriptive of the situation of the village, which
stands on a narrow stripe of land peninsulated between
the two rivers already mentioned, known by the name of
Esk. The banks of these streams are here beautifully
wooded, and embellished with the seats of several families
of the first distinction. The village of Dalkeith contains
upwards of 4000 inhabitants. Its principal street is broad
and well paved; and the bulldmgs, as usual in Scotland,
are built of stone, and substantial. It contains a grammar
school, which has long possessed distinguished reputation ;
and to which, on this account, as well as on account of the
healthy and agreeable situation of the. place, the sons of
gentlemen are sent from different quarters of the country. -
"Fhis village is not at present remarkable for any sort of
manufactures ; and it is chiefly distinguished on account
of its well known and much frequented market. One of

Vor. I. T
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the most considerable, perhaps the greatest market for grai

t—— of any in Scotland,.is held in Dalkelth every Thursday ;

Gilmerton
Cave.

to which are brought large qu:mtltles of all sorts‘of grain,
and more especially of oats, not only from the neighbour-
hood, but also from the southern counties.. It is remark-
able that all the grain sold here brings ready money ; z
circimstance of much importance to the farmers and those
belonging to the neighbourhood, who generally purchase
at Dalkeith such articles as they find necessary for them-
selves and their families before they leave the village. A
great proportion of the grain and meal sold at Dalkeith
is sent to supply the west country, about Carron, Glas~
gow, and Paisley. From Martinmas til about Whit-
sunday, there is likewise a market for meal every Mon-
day, and one for cattle every Tuesday. There is also an
annual fair held on the third Tuesday of October for horses
and black. eattle, &c. The fair, it is said, was formerly
of much more consequence, and better attended,. than it is
at present:

There are several lesser villages in this nexfrhbourhood
such-as Lasswade, Loanhead, and Gilmerton, which con-
tain nothing worthy of notice, excepting that the last, i
which there are about 700 inhabitants, has long been ce~
lebrated on account of a cave adjoining to it. It was dug
out of a rock by one George Paterson a blacksmith. It
was finished in 1724, after five years hatd labour, as ap-
pears from the inscription on the chimney-heads. In
this cave are several apartments, several beds, a spacious.
table, with a large punch-bowl, all cut out of the rock in
the nicest manner. Here there was a forge, with a well
and washing house. There are in the cave several win-
dows, which communicate light from above. The. au-
thor of this extraordinary piece of workmanship, after he
had finished it, lived in it for a.long time with his family,,
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and prosecuted his business as' a smith.. He died in it Vm"cl, '
about the year ¥735. He was a feuar or small proprie- ‘.—V_..a
tor; . and consequently the cave he formed and embellish--

ed so much, and the garden above it, were his own pro-

perty, and his posterity enjoyed it for some time after his

decease. His cave for many years was decmed a great
curiosity, and visited by all the people of fashion. Pen-

nycuick, in his works, has left us the following inscrip~

tion on the cave ¢

Upon the earth thrives villany and woe ;

But happiness and I do dwell below.

My hand hewed out pl}is rock into a cell,
Wherein from din of life I safely dwell.

On Jacob’s pillow, nightly, lies my head ;

My house when living, and my grave when dead.
Inscribe upon it when I’'m dead and gone,

I lived and died within my mother’s womb.

Before proceeding to take notice of the large village at
the foot of the Esk, it may not be improper to remark,
that to the eastward of Dalkeith, as the country ascends,
the field of coal ascends along with it towards the borders
of the county. In this quarter, in the parish of Cranston, Lord Dune
it is believed that one of the first attempts was made upon, R e
a large scale to extract tar and other substances from coal
burnt with access of air after Lord Dundonald’s manner.
The manufacture. was afterwards removed to the west of
Scotland, and has lanvmshed and proved of little value to
the inventor. As it is of much importance however in it-
self, there is reason to belicve, that when the patent shall
have expired, it will become in the hands of practical men
an object of no small importance. We shall here there-
fore describe the result of the operations as an object of -

curiosity in a literary as well as in an eco'xommal point of
T2
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view. “ The coals are put into ovens, and, after being
kindled, are slowly decomposed, while the volatile parts
fly off into separate reservoirs, where they are condensed.
Each condenser has two ovens appropriated to it; and
between the ovens and condensers is placed a long leaden
cistern filled with water, in order to hasten the process.
The condensed fluid is then conveyed from the condensers
by a cock into wooden pipes, which lead it into a pit, from
whence it is pumped into the still. By the act of distilla-
tion or boiling, the steam flies off into another large wood-
en vessel, where it is condensed into an 0i/ and wvolatile
spirit.  The distillation continues for the space of four
days and a half, when the residuum in the still makes ex-
cellent tar. The oil and spirit are then drawn off into a
smaller vesstl ; and as the oil swims on the top, a ‘sepa-
ration is easily made by drawing off the spirit. If the tar
is boiled in the still for five days and a half, the stuff re-
maining in the still is then called balf-pitch; and should
the process be continued a day longer, it will become as
brittle as glass. The volatile spirit is distilled a second
time before it is exposed to sale, and afterwards made into
bartshorn by the chemist. A bright varnish is produced
by mixing one gallon of the foresaid oil with six pounds of
i‘osin, and then boiling them together ; and a &lack varnish,
by mixing and boiling together four pounds of rosin, one
gallon of the above oil, and one Scotch pint of the half
pitch.. 'The British tar is of a blacker colour, and has a
finer .skin than common tar. It containsno water like the
latter ; and its quality is injured by any mixture of lamp
black, red and white lead, oil or-tallow. Vegetable tar,
containing an acid that corrodes iron, does not answ@r as a
preservative from rust ; but this tar, possessing no such
corrosive quality, is found to be an effectual covering for
guns, shot, bells, and all iron work. Its principalrecom-
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mendation however is, that it is excellently adapted for pay~ V l“agcs-
mg the bottoms of ships, and preserving wooden work that —-—v—-'

is exposed to the weather, or liable to be worm—eaten. 1f
the half-pitch cannot be readily procured when required,
the tar may be brought to that consistence by boiling'it ‘a

sufficient time, to be ascertained by dipping into it a chip.

of wood, which on cooling will show when the tar has ac-
quired the proper strength. The tar and pitch must always
be heated before they are applied. On wooden work, first
lay on the tar quite hot, and then a coat of warm pitch.
Piles that are to be driven into the ground should be well
heated before they are dipped into the half-pitch. Nails
are lackered by heating them ina wire basket over a stove,
and hastily dipping them while hot into the tar. Asthey
oo, the tar dries on them ; and when thus prepared, they
are not apt to rust, or render the wood what is called iron
sick. Worms do not penetrate into wood tlat has been
properly impregnated with the tar. 1f the bottom of a
vessel therefore be of fir, all that is necessary is to fire
her well ; and while the plank is hot, to lay on a coat of
the tar heated in a pot. When the seams are chalked,
finish the whole with a coat of half-pitch prepared in the
same manner. But as oak, from its close texture, willnot
imbibe a sufficient quantity of tar to preserve it against the
worms for any length of time, it is necessary.to sheath oak
bottomed vessels with white fir wood' impregnated with
the tar, to lacker the sheathing nails, and lay over all a
coat of half-pitch to finish it off. British varnish is pre-
ferable to turpentine varnish, because the oil of which it
is made is of a more penetrating nature than that of tur-
pentine.  The effect it has when laid on wood, is to close
its pores by filling them with the rosin it contains; and
thus to render white or sap-wood equal in quality to red.
The bright or clear varnish is used in the same manner as
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Viaﬂ;gés, turpentine varnish, and answers as a substitute for lint-
V—y— seed oil in painting all colours, except with red and white
lead when dry ; but if these be ground with oil, it is then
equal to turpentine varnish, and comes much cheaper. The
black varnish is designed for all parts of a' vessel exposed
to the weather where paint or pitch is not used. It dries
fast, and gives a fine gloss to the wood. The tar before it
is boiled may be used for greasing carts. The residuum of
the coals in the ovens, being no farther burnt than is suffi-
cient to'deprive them of their volatile matter , may be used
as charcoal by brewers in drying malt, and in the manu-
factuye of iron from the ore.”

At a future period of our work, we shall have occasion
to take notice of the obligations under which the manufac-
tures of this country lye to Lord Dundonald, in conse-
quence of his ingenious discoveries. It seems to be suffi-
ciently ascettained, that the tar extracted from coal is great=
1y superior, for the preservation of the bottoms of ships in
a tropical climate, to the vegétable tar at present in use.
The only objection to the former is said to be its unplea-
sant smell, in consequence of which it is disliked by the
workmen, Butas it is not unwholesome, it is evidents
‘that although an objection of this sort may prevent its
coming i_ntd use, when it belongs to a patentee uncon-
nected with the business of ship-building, hereafter it will
easily be surmounted by a trifling additional hire, or by
the influence of master builders and merchants, when the
privilege shall have terminated. In the meanwhile, it is
nndoubtedly to be regretted, that the ingenious nobleman,
to whom the world owes so many valuable discoveries,
should hitherto have reaped so little emolument from his
Jabours. The qualifications by which money is frequently
gained, seem to have so little resemblance to that superio-
zi;_y of intellget by which the secrets of nature are successs
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Fully investigated, that we are almost tempted to suppose Vlél::gﬂ,
it to have been one of the original arrangements of Divine w— v
Providence in the constitution of human society, that great

riches and distinguished ability should not readily or very
usually come together, and remain steadily united in the

same person. How else should it happen, that a noble-

man of uncommeon ingenuity, of-a sober character, and of
‘boundless activity, should, during so many years, have un-
successfully directed his efforts into a tract naturally lead-

ing to the acquisition of money; while so many stupid
fellows have in the meantime, in this commercial and pros-

perous country, amassed immense fortunes? In this, as jn

-every other case, however, the plan of Providence is un-
doubtedly wise, if we could understand its tendency. The

anion of uncommoningenuity with prodigious wealthwould
evidently. confer upoy their owners a degree of power

which would be: senously dangerous to the virtue of their
possessors, and would certainly prove at once ruinous te

the stability -of the arrangements of society, 2nd oppressive

o the ordinary race of men.

Mussclburgh has -derived its name from an extensive pp. 1
muscle-bank which lies in the sea below the town, andburgh.
was probably the cause of its early population ; as, even
at this day, it affords a great relief to the poor. inhabi-
tants in times of scarcity, and at all times supplies the ta-
bles of the rich with a delicate variety. Mussclburgh con-
sists in some measure of thbree villages: On the east side
of the Esk, adjoining to the sea-shore, stands Musselburgh,
properly so called, consisting of a broad well-paved prin-
cipal street, with some adjoining lanes. The houses are
in general two or three stories in height, built of stone,
and covered with slate or tile, and some of them with
thatch. Abowve Musselburgh, to the south or more inland,

3 the village and church of Inveresk, which givesits name
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to the parish. On the western side of the Esk, along the

v__.v.__. sea-shore, Fisherrow is situated. It isa very long village ; 5
“and here the harbour belonging to the whole is placed.

Country

sclburgh,

The buildings are more uuiform but meaner than those of

Musselburgh. ,
Musselburgh, including the villages of Fisherrow and

TInveresk, ' contains upwards of 4000 inhabitants. Its si-
near Miug.. ¢ f

tuation or appearance, together with the adjoining terri-

“tory, is uncommonly beautiful. Thelow part-of the ter-

ritory is only a few feet above the level of the sea ; between
which and the towns of Musselburgh and Fisherrow lye
very spacious and pleasant links. These beautiful downs

on the sea-shore, almost peculiar to Scotland, furnish a

field for'that favourite exercise of the inhabitants, the golf;
and they also furnish dry walks at all seasons of the year.
Behind this flat or piain, through which the river runs into
the sea, arid which is about half 2 mile in breadth, there is
a fine rising ground, which begins at the eastern extremity
of the parish, and extends in a swelling  curve to the hillof
Inveresk, where stands the village of that name, and the
church of St Michael’s. The south side of this hill takes
also the form of a crescent ; so that 21l the houses on that
side have a full view of the woods of Dalkeith park, and
the extensive country to the south, aswell as of the haughs
or flat banks of the river and their own sloping'gardens.
This sitnation renders the village not only agrecable
but healthy, and obtained for it of old the name of the

* Montpelier of Scotland.© The soil of the plain, especially

about Musselburgh, being remarkable dry, and a constant
brilliancy and freshness flowing from the river and the ad-
jacent sea, there is a softness and amenity in the air
through the whole season, that is seldom to be met with
in any other situation in this northern climate. ‘Beyond
the village of Inveresk, to the sonth-east, the extensive std
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well cultivated fields, bounded at the distance of two miles Vﬂl?-gﬂ,
by the hills of Falside and Carbcrry, which terminate -—v-—‘
a long fertile ridge, that begins to rise five or six miles to

the eastward; and the latter of which (Carberry) is the
highest ground in the vicinity, being 540 feet above the

level of the sea. To the south and west of the river are
fertile fields, equally well cultivated, terminated by the exy
tensive park and domain of Dalkeith. y

Though this town and neighbourhood are uncomnionly pyz, ...

well situated for manufactures, having the command oftures
water and abundance of coal, yet none have bee: establish-

ed unless upon a very small scale. Some szap and starch

are here manufactured, however; and thece is a great dis-
tillery at St Clement’s Wells, on the boundary between

this parish and East Lothian. All sorts of ordinarj trades-

men are to be found here, as in ¢very other village in this

part of the country. Mussciburgh is what is called a bo--y,, p,.
rough of regahty, that is, an incorporated borough, whereroush.
the supenor is not the king, as in royal boroughs, but a
subject, who pessessed in former times that extensive juris-
diction and taose high privileges denominated regal, and
which exalted their possessor to a sort of independence upon

the head of the state, as the German princes at this day are
independent of the emperor. Musselburgh, before the re-
Zormation, had for its lord of regality the abbot of Dun-
fermline. It was disjoined by King James the Sixth from

the abbey of Dunfermline, and given indonation to one of

the family of Lauderdale. When the whole abbey was
-given to Queen Annof Denmark, she reclaimed the rega-

lity of Musselburgh as comprehended under the gift ; but

the proprietor contended that it had previously been gift-

ed to him; which defence was sustained. This regality

was held by the family of Lauderdale till the year 1709,

when it was purchased by the Duchess of Monmouth and
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V‘}lf:“a Buccleugh. Accordmgly the borough now holds of the
we—— Duke of Buccleugh as lord superior of the regality, and .

Govern-
meng

pays to that nobleman certain sums annually as quit-rent
or feu-duty. The most ancient charter of this borough now
extant is dated December 11th, 1562, and is granted by
Robert Commendator of Dunfermline, with consent of the
whole members of the convent, It narrates, “ That the
title-deeds belongmg to the borough were burnt by their

_-enemies the English, after the fatal battle of Pinkie ; there-

fore they of new grant, dispone, and confirm ‘to the pre-
sent bailies, community, and inhabitants of Musselburgh,
and their successors,” &c. This charter is confirmed by
many subsequent charters and acts of parliament, particu-
larly by a charter from the Earl, afterwards Duke of Lau-
derdale, dated azzo 3670 5 in which all their ancient rights
and privileges are recited and confirmed. ¢
The government of the tawn is vested in a council of
cighteen members, ten of whom belong to Musselburgh,
and eight to Fisherrow. They elect their own successors,
and have the management of a revenue amounting to about

'L.1200 per annum. The magistrates, by tkeir title-deeds,
are empowered to hold a court of record, and issue pre-

cepts for the execution of their decrees, and of contracts
recorded in their .books; but infeftments of proverty
(instruments of possession) must be recorded in the cova-
ty register. Upon the whole, however, this borough has
all the privileges of any royal borough in Scotland, except
those of voting for a member of parliament, and sending a
delegate to the convention of boroughs.

There has long existed in Musselburgh a sort of rever-
sal of the character of the sexes among the common people,
from the women engaging in more laborious employ- -
ments than the men ; that is to say, the wives of weavers,
shoe-makers, tailors, &c. were long accustomed to carry
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to Edinburgh vast quantities of salt, sand for washing Vig:f“’
floors, garden stuffs, and other articles, which they 50ld ‘et
there, and often brought back heavy burdens of other

goods. The universal use of carts has now limited this
employment to the carriage of salt; and even that is con-
siderably diminished from the same cause. The fisbwives, Fishwived,
however, still retain their ancient character and manners,
which, on account of the singularly laborious lives they

lead, have of late excited considerable curiosity. They

are the wives and daughters of fishermen, who generally

marry in their own cast or tribe. A great part of their
business, to which they must have heen bred, is to gather

baits for their husbands, and to bait their lines. Four days

in the weék, however, the fisherwomen or fishwives carry

fish in creels (osier baskets) to Edinburgh ; and when the

boats come in late to the harbour in the forenoon, so as to

leave them no more than time to reach Edinburgh before
dinper, it is not vnusual for them to perform their jonrney

of five miles by relays, and shifting their burden from one

to another every hundred yards; by which means they

have been known to arrive at the fish market in less than

three quarters of an hour, a distance of five miles and 2

half, It is even a well-attested fact, that three of them

some years ago went from Dunbar to Edinburgh, which

is twenty-seven miles, with each of them a load of her-

rings en her back ¢f 2001b. in five hours. They some-

times carry loads of 2501Ib.

The boats and boatmen from Fisherrow do not always Fishery.
catch the fish which are sent to Edinburgh from this |
place. - For eight or nine years, the haddocks, which are
one of the most abundant and favourite sorts, disappeared
altogether from the Frith. During that time the Fisher-
row boatmen were accustomed to meet the boats from the
cast end of Fife half-way down the Frith, and to purchase
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i Vi‘gages, their fish ; but the haddocks have now returned, as well
h.-—:-_. as the herrings, which had long been absent from this

Made of
dealing,

coast. In the summer season, hbwever, ihe boats from
the coast of Fife frequently run over, and :sell their car-
goes of fish to the fishwomen either here or at Newhaven;
where there is also a similar class of women who carry
fish to the Edinburgh market. From the.kind of life
these women lead, it may naturally be concluded, that
their manners and character are peculiar, as they certainly.
are. Having so great a share in the maintenance of the
family, they have no small sway in it, as may be inferred
from a sajing not unusual among them. When speak-
ing of a young woman reported to be on the point of mar-
riage, “"Hout !”” say they, “ how can she keep a man,
who can hardly maintain herself ?”” As they do the work
of men, their manners are masculine ; and their strength

- and activity arc equal to their work. . Their amusements

are of the masculine kind. On holidays they frequently
play at golf ; and on Shrove Tuesday there is a standing

_match at foot-Zall between the married and unmarried

women, in which the former are always victors.

Their manner of life, and the business of making their-
markets, whet their faculties, and make them very dex-
terous in bargain-making. They have likewise a species
of rude eloquence, an extreme facility in expressing their
feelings by words or gestures, which is very imposing, and
enables them often to carry their point even against the
most wary ; and they do not suffer themselves to be ab-
ashed when they are detected in attempting to obtain from
an unexperienced purchaser thrice the value of their goods:
In their dealings with the public, they retain with perti-.
nacity the ancient practice of small traders, but which has
been now abandoned by all shop-keepers, of demanding
for their commodities twice or three times the sum they



Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®



Z.Mitche

IE’W-%J el

I{/:u;a.'

PORTOBELLO TOW

ER.

Lo Bblhad by Pemer oo Fudre FLIR0S



MIDLOTHIAN. - 501

are willing to accept. “This, however, they do not consi- Vlgagcs,
der as any impeachment of their integrity, but merely as ‘==
a branch of professional dexterity. When the master or
mistress of a family adheres to an individual fishwife,
forms a sort of acquaintance, and expresses a reliance upon
her honesty, and an expectation of receiving articles as
cheap as they can be procured in the market, she’ seldom
or never fails in such a case to act honourably ;-and in
their transactions with the shop-keepers of Edinburgh,
whom they sometimes supp]y with herrings, their fair
dealing and honesty are altogether unimpeached. ;
It is remarkable, that though a considerable degrec of
licentiousness appears in their freedom of speech, ii dqg:s
not seem to have tainted their morals in a point in which
it might have chiefly been expected ; there being no class
of women, it is believed, who offend less against the se-
venth commandment, excepting in words, than they do.
There seems to be no employment that conduces more to
health and good spirits than theirs. Some of them have
been delivered of a child, and have gone to Edinburgh
on foot with their baskets within a week. It is also said
to be ascertained, that one who was delivered on Wednes-
day mornmg went to town with her creel on the Saturday
forenoon following. It has been remarked by Dr Bed-
does, that the violent exercise which they sometimes take,
and the excessive heat into which they bring themselves,
has no tendency to produce consumptions; and that the
complaints, in other respects, to which they are liable, are
chiefly of an inflammatory nature.
Without noticing the inferior villages upon the great
coal-field already mentioned, which contain nothing remark-
able, we may observe, that at an equal distance between
Edinburgh, Leith, and Musselburgh, has arisen a beauti-
ful village called Portobello ; a view of a Tower at Portobeilo,
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Vlﬂages» which is given in this Work. The grounds called Fig-
L__.,,_ gat, consisting of about seventy acres, on which this vil-
lage is ‘built, are upon the sea-shore. The beach has a2
gentle descent to the sea, the waters of which are pure and
clear. When the tide retires, a level tract appears of
about two miles of firm and dry, but very soft sand, which
is much frequented for “riding, walking, and sea-bathing.
The Figgat lands were, in the memory of many of our
readers, a mere waste, covered for the most part with furze
or whins; in which state they were about forty years ago let
to one of the Duddingston tenants for 200 merks Scots;
orL.11: 2: 2.2, Sterling. In the year 1762 or 1763, they
were sold by Lord Milton to Baron Muir for about L.1500,
and by Baron Muir feued out to Mr William Jamieson at
the rate of L. 3 an acre. Incredible as it may seem, some of
the lands have been lately subfeued at anyearly feu-duty ot
perpetual rent, of L. 40 per annum for each acre. = This in-
crease of valuehas partly arisen fromthe improvement of the
soil itself, but chiefly from its situation, marking it out as the
best calculated of any spot in Scotland for a bathing station.
Accordingly, for several years past, Portobello has been
much resorted to in the summer season by the citizens of
Edinburgh and others for sea-bathing ; and 2 number of
elegant houses have been there lately erected, and gardens
laid out, on the grounds feued from Mr Jamicson ; some
of which are occupied by the proprietors themselves, and
others are let out to hire. As a sea-bathing place, Porto-
bello possesses many advantages, which have suggested 4
plan of erecting warm and cold salt-water baths in the vil-
lage by subscription. ' The work was begun in Octéber
last’; and already L.1600, in sixty-four shares of L.25
each, have been subscribed for. The plan, as announced
to the public, is upon a large and elegant scale, consisting
of eight warm and two cold baths; the experice of erecting
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which is calculated -at L.4000; and as each subscriber of Vl“a"%
a share is entitled to use the baths at half-price, besides ‘......,,.__a
sharing the profits arising therefrom, there is little doubt
that the whole L.4000 will be soon obtained; and in
a short time the citizens of Edinburgh, like these of
other large cities in England, will have in their near vici-
nity an elegant bathing place, at which they can proeure
all the varions benefits which warm salt-water, applied as
2 stimulus to the human body, are known to produce.
Chalybeate springs have also been found here, containing
a powerful impregnation of sulphur and iron; and itis
well known that the use of chalybeate waters in the cure
of diseases is a subject of the first importance, acting as 2
powerful and universal tonic, increasing by its oxidation
both the complexion and the general heat and animationt
of the body. Portobello tower and the adjoining build-
ings command a most extensive view of the Frith of Ferth,
as far as the isle of May, the coast of Fife, and the nu-
merous small towns which skirt the coast on that side.
From it every vessel passing to and from Leith harbour .
are distinctly seen ; and on the other side the view extends
over the rich improved country lying on the south and
west, in the centre of which are situated Duddingston
house, the seat of the Marquis of Abercorn, and the ves
nerable ruins of the castle of Craigmillar. With the many
attractions produced by sea-bathing, hot baths, mineral
waters, and its vicinity to the Scottish capital, Portobello
will probably in a short time become a place of very fa-
shionable resort. There have long been established here
a brick manufactory, and a manufactory of brown ware.
White lead is also prepared here. ;

It is perhaps a subject worthy of inquiry, how it has Why ma-
come to pass that so few important and extensive manu- Hﬁiﬁf&"ﬁ;
factures have been established in the county of Midlo- ees 3
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Villages, thian, or at least in the eastern division of it. This countf
h-—y-—us situated in the neighbourhood of the sca-coast, in the
midst of a fertile and well=cultivated terntory ; and above
all it enjoys an abundance of what is in this northern cli-
mate one of the first necessaries of life, and a requisite of
most manufactures; a supply of the best fuel. The field
of coal here is at ledst as extensive as that which has gi-
rven to the neighbourhood of Glasgow a sort of monopoly
of the Scottish manufactures, or has rendered it by far the
principal and most flourishing seat of them. The strata or
seams of coal are here incomparably more thick or rich
than in the west coumtry; and iron-sione abounds in every
quarter ; yet nobody thinks fit in this district to ex_lgagc'.

in the manufacture of iron; notwithstanding the immense
profits which have been derived from that employment
since the commencement of the French revolunonary war.
Neitlier has the manufacture of cotton or other fabrics
been estdblished here to any extent worth noticing, not-
withstanding. the abundance of working people of every
age and sex, which the populous villages in- this quarter
might afford. The coal in this county, from a large pro-

- portion of it being placed in such an oblique manner as
to descend with unusual rapidity to a great depth, is no
doubt wrought in some situations under considerable diss
advantages ; but its’ great abundance compensates these :
and, at all events, they would yield in almost SHELY. Sans

‘to an augmented power of machinery.

The only obvious cause which has prevented this from
being converted into.a manufacturing and an enterprising
commercial district seems to be the state in which the pro-
pe;'ty of the soil now is, and has long remained. Estates
are not indeed very large, few of them amounting to more
than L.5000 or L.6000 per annum ; but the land is al-
most entirely ocoupied by families of high rank, many of
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whom have property elsewhere. These cannot of them- Antiquities.
selves be expected to engagé n tta'de,“while at the same

time, in consequence of the stability which, by means of
settlemerits or entails, the law of Scotland bestows upon

great families; they are enabled, and sometimes compelled,

to retain extensive portions of territory entirely locked up,

or out of the market. Enterprising men, therefore, can

not establish themselves in this district, because they can

in few places purchase almost any part of the soil, or ac=

quire an extensive or permanent interest in it.

In COnsequence of the high value of land, and of the Antiquitie,
many improvements by building and mclosmg which have
taken place in this county, the remains of antiquity 4re in
most places rapidly disappearing. It is an observation of
Dr Samuel Johnson; that antiquities most rapidly disap-
pear in inhabited and cultivated countties ; because an old
building is always the cheapest and most accessible stone-
quarry that can be found. We may add, that the removal
of it gives a portion of new territory to the community,
that is, to agriculture, and augments the value of the estate
which it formerly encumbered. Antiquarians may repine,
and in particular instances men of taste may join with them,
in regretting the destruction of the remdins or vestiges of
ancient magnificence ; but society at large will always be
ready to regard with satisfaction the 1nd1cat1ons of its own
prosperity.

In the western part of the county; to the northward of Elord.
the Pentland hills; the remains of antiquity are not nu- wi.
nierous. Towards the southern extremity of the parish
of West Calder, there'is an old castle; which 'is reported
to have beeen fortified by Cromwell to repress the depre-
dations of the Moss troopers: On the west' part of Hay-
field estate, there was a few years ago the remains of an
old camp, 'known by the name of Cromwell-wit, & This

Vor. I. U
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Antiquities.js now converted into :a corn field ; and it remains altoge-

Roman
camp.

Lennox
tower.,

ther nncertain, whether the name was given as.a mark of
Cromwell’s undérstanding in the choice of the situation,,
or as 2 proof of his folly ; althongh the last.appears most,
probable.  About two miles due. south, there is on the
top of a rising ground, called Castle Craig, the remains of
asmall-Roman camp in a pretty entire state. . Within these
few years, several Roman coins were dug up from the
environs of this encampment, on which the Roman eagle
was sufficiently apparent; but the circumstances which
could:lead to the: period at which they were coined were
completely effaced.

In the parish of Currie, which stilf seems to retain its
Latin name (Coria), on the estate of Captain Scott of Mala
leny, there are the remains of an old castle, commonly call-
ed: Lennox Tower, said to have been & habitation of the fa=
mily of Lennox ; and which had formed, according to tra-
dition, the occasional residence of Mary Queen of Scotsy:

“ When love was young, and Darnley kind.”

It became afterwards, according to the same tradition, a
seat of the regent Morton, It stands on a very elevated.
situation above the bank of the river ; commands a beau-
tiful prospect of the Frith of Forth; and in these times.
must have been a place of considerable strength, being in-
accessible on all sides. It had a subterraneous passage to.
the river'y so that no enemy could deprive the inhabitants
of water... Tlhe passage was shut up only within these
few years, from the castle being apt to go down into it.
The extent. of the rampart, or outer wall which goes round.
the brow of the hill, is about 1212 feet. ; In the same pa-.
rish, on the top of Ravelrig hill, the preperty of Mr Da-
vidson, there are. to be scen the remains of a' Roman sta-
tion, or exploratory ¢amp ; which afford a farther confire
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mation ‘of the'name of this parxsh having originally been Antiquities.
derived from‘the’ Latin,” Tt'i is smmted on the summit of a
high bank, inaccessible on three sxdes, defended by two
ditches,’ and fenced ‘with stone, with openings for a gate.
It is named by the country people Castlebank. Furf})e;
east are the appearances of another station or post, ;&’hich
commands 2n extensive view of the strath or valley towards
Edinburgh, and is styled the General’s Watch, They are
both very distinctly marked in an old plan of the Ravelrig
estate in"the possession of Mr Dayidson ; but they are now
much defaced, 2 former proprietor havmg carried off the
greater part of the stones to build fences.

In Calder house, belonging to Lord Torphichen, there  Knox's pigy
is'in the gallery a portrait of the stern reformer John Knox ‘ture.
with the following inscription on the back of the plcture
#'Mr John Knox, the first sacrament of the supper given
in Scotland after the reformation was dispensed by hlm in
this hall.”

In the parish of Ratho are the remains of twao encamp-
ments, both prohably Danish ; the ore on Kaimes hill, in
the south-west corner of the parish, the other on the south
Platt hill, immediately above the manse or clergyman’s .
house: but the last, within thesc few years, has been
in a great measure destroyed, by hlowi ing .and carrymg
off the stones for building dikes and other purposes,

The church of Corstorphine may with propriety be con- Corstors
sidered as one of the remains of antiquity not pnworthy of E}}::;ih.
attention. It is of Gothic architecture, and built in the
form of the Jerusalem cross. . The present church was,
founded near the parish cliurch of this place by Sir John
Forrester of Corstorphine, Lord High Chancellor of Scot-
land, and ancestor to the Lord Forrester, in the year 1429 3
and dedicated to St John the Baptist, for a provost, five pre-
bgndaries, and two singing boys, It was a collegiate

Ue
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Aatiquities.cliutch 5.to which belonged those of Corstorphine, Dalma-

Cramond.

Poray-
cuick.

hoy, Hatton, Cramond, Collington, &c. The teinds or tithes
of Ratho, half of the teinds of Addiston, and of Upper
Gogar, were appropriated among the revenues of this col-
lege The first provost was Nicholas Bannatyne, who died

in 1470, and was buried in the church, where his epitaph

still remams The coat of arms of the family of Forrester
is every where dispersed over the building, . Within the
churcly; in niches, are several: monumental remains of this
family: The figures, cut out in stone, are as large as life.
Arttidst that decay which- they appear to have suffered
from time and violence, they exhibit proofs of having been
executed with dexterity and skill. The male figures are
covered with complete armour ; and the female appear rich~
Iy ornamented according to the fashion and dress of the
times. ‘The roof is supported by strong arches, and is
formed by large stone flags, the whole building seeming to-
have suffered little by the waste of time. The inside, a few
years ago, was fitted up in a modern and commodious man-
ner at a considerable expence by the heritors ; that is, the
proprietors of lands within the parish,

Although Cramond was 2 Roman station, yet as the
Jands adjacent to it are rich and arable, the remains of an-
tiquity in its neighbourhood appear to have been in a great
measure obliterated. The Roman read leading towards it
through this county by Straiton, and the west end of Braid’s
hills, is almost completely obliterated ; but a remnant of
it still appears along the foot of Corstorphine hills to-
wards the east.

On the south side of Pentland hills there are consider-
able remains of antiquity,not unworthy of notice, in the pa«
rish of Pennycuik. On one side of a recess on the south
of Pentland hills to the westward, and at the edge of an
old tract leading over to the north side of these hills, on
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an eminence called the Cross'Sword, is a stone of an ob-
fong square figure, two feet ten inches by three feet, and
about one foot thick, sunk into the ground, with a hole cut
in the middle of it thirteen inches by ten, and nine inches
deep, supposed to have been the pedestal of a cross. * On
the ather, or west side of the recess, on a height near a mile
distant, is a stone somewhat resembling the former, but
larger, with an oval bason twenty inches by teu, scooped
out of the middle, and two inches on one side, apparently
for a person’s knees. It is called by the country people the
font stone. 'The name of the hill on which it is placed is
called Monk’s ridge. It is also, at the side of an old path
leading over in the same direction as the former, called
Moen#’s road, The original seat of the old proprietor of
St Mungo’s is still to be traced in an eminence above the
Esk, and about half way betwixt the village and the pre-
sent house of Pennycuik. It is now called the Tower ;
but the old name was Terregles, Terra Ecclesiz, (Terre

@ Eglise) no doubt from the domains on which it stood.
In the same parish, on the north side of the Linton
road, on an eminence between it and the hills, about the
tenth mile stone from Edinburgh, are the remains of an
oval’ camp, eighty-four by sixty-seven yards within, in-
closing a number of tumuli, eleven yards each in diameter.
{t has three entries ; one to the west, and one on each side
to the northand south, but none at the end to the east. The
north entrance is six and the other two four yards each in
width. Tt is encompassed by two ditches, each four yards
wide; with a mound of six yardsin breadth between them ;
and the name it usually gets among the country people is
the Castle, wihich, if that name were attended to, might
seem to denote 2 Roman origin, (Castel/la.) There is a
similar encarnpment at the side of the Harkin bur:, with-
ia the woods of Pennycuik. From their figure they are

309
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Antiquities probably of British origin, constructed either for the pro=

Newhall

tection of cattle, or for defence in war. In Tweedale, such

“entrenchments, of which there are.several of various diz

mensions, are known. by the appellation of rings.

On the south side of the North Esk, and beyond a con-
siderable glen opposite t6 Pennycuik house, are -the re-
mains of Old Pennycuik; once the property of Oliver Sin-
clair, brother to the laird of Roslin ; who being appointed
commander in chief by King James the Fifth, was de:
feated and taken prisoner 4t the battle of Solway-moss in
November 1542. About 2 mile further up, on'the north
side of the river; but high above it, are the remains of a
large irregular building; (which appears to have been in=
tended for defencey and is surrounded with a ditch), called
Bruntstone Castle, said to have been inhabited by the pre-
decessors of the Earls of Dumfries. It is certain, that in
the sixteenth century it was in the possession of a family of
thé name of Crichton ; and accordingly, on one place, is
the date 1568, with corresponding®initials ; but on the old-
est part of the building are still to be seen the Douglas
arms.

Newhall, about three miles above Pennycuik, on the
same side of the river, was in 1529 in possession of a fa-
mily of the name of 'Crichton. In 1646, it belonged to
Dr Pennycuik, who was also proprietor of Romanno, and
it is noticed in his works. In 1702, it passed from him to
Mr Oliphant, by whom it was the year following trans-
ferred to Sir David Forbes; from whom it went to Mt
John Forbes, brother to Duncan Forbes of Culloden. An
apartment usually occupied by this gentleman, when lord
advocate, is still known by the nameé of the advocate’s
room. While inhabited by the Crichtons, it was an ir=
regular castle, and with its appendages covered the whole
breadth of the point on which it stands, forned by a deep
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Fecess on either side, running up towards the hills from the Antiquities.
glen behind. The ground floor in the front of the present
building made a part of its towers. It is arched above with
slits for defence on every side; and its walls are so'strong,
as in one place to have a closet cut out of the-thickness.
On the north, overhanging the eastern recess, through which
descends a rivulet, some vaults are left under the remains
of a small round tower ; and over ‘the western, which is
dry, was the chapel and prison ; which last is still remem-
‘bered to have been used for refractory colliers. In the
time of Dr Pennycuik, some parties from General Monk’s
-army are reported to have been detached to this neigh-
bourhood, and distinguished a stream, which enters the glen
in several considerable falls about a mile to the east. TtMonk's
is known by the name of Monk’s burn. The hill from ™™ &
which it descends, by this traditicn, was from hence called
Monk’s rigg; and the glade through which the Esk
winds at its mouth, Monk’s haugh. A little below this,
surrounded with little knolls, and on three of its sides, by
the wooded ‘banks of the river, sweeping round far be-
neath, is a clcar and deep lake, without any visible supply
‘or outlet. At the meeting of two glens, farther up, and to
the south of Monk’s burn, isa singular rock, resembling a
tower, called the barbour craig, on which are rudely car-
‘ved a number of names and dates, corresponding to the time
‘of the commonwealth. They are said to have been the
work of some of the covenanters, who took shelter about
it. The building seems to have remained unaltered till
the time of Mr Forbes, when most of the old castle was
pulled down, and the present house erected in its stead, in
imitation of the house of Culloden. The grounds beyond,
to the westward, called Carlips, 2 contraction for Carline’s
Toups, now a part of the same estate, were supposed once
to have been the residence of a carline or witch, who lived
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Antiquities. in 2 dell at the foot of Carlip’s hill, where a village is nos

Spittal or
huspital.

Rullion
green,

begun near a pass between two conic rocks. From the op-
posite points of these rocks she was often observed, at
nights, by the frightened and disordered eye of superstition
and ignorance, leaping and friskiﬁg across the entrance.

It jsto be obseryed, that one of the Pentland hills, on the
south side of the range, takes the name of the Spztzal bill ;
and there are two buildings, the one called the Old, and the
other the New Spittal. This name is extremely common in
Scotland ; and in all quarters of the country, there are farm-
houses, or other sequestered buildings, which receive that
appellation. These would seem to have been, in ancient
times, either hospitals, to which the sick, or those coming
from suspected places; were sent for a time during the un-
happy ages in which Europe was wasted, first by the le-
prosy, and afterwards by the plague ; or they were bos~
pitia, places of hospitality, in which tra?el}ers were receil-
ved by churchmen. In confirmation of this last interpre-
tation, it may be remarked, that the benighted traveller
upon the Linton or Biggar road, is still considered here as
hdving a right to shelter and protection at the Old Spittal
and pne of the out-houses, with some straw, is generally
allotted for that purpose. Upon the supposition that this
was church property, it will follow, that the na‘me's of
Monk’s rigg and Monk’s burn, already mentioned, are
much, older than the times of General Monk and the com-
monwealth. :

In the parish of Glencross there are some vestiges of
camps at Castlelaw, from which the place has probably
taken its name. At Rulliou green was fought the battlg
of Pentland hills on November 28th 1666. The people in
the west of Scotland having been driven to despair by op-
pression, on acecount of their dislike to the episcopal form
gf church-government, unadvisedly took up arms, and ad-
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wanced to Edinburgh.: Finding it impracticable to seize Antiquitics.
the city, they were pursued by a party ofthe king’s troops \
under General Dalzigl, and overtaken on 2 small plain

called Rullion green. They twice repulsed the king’s

troops, and Duke Hamilton narrowly escaped with his life;

but upon a third attack they were routed, and upwards of

fifty of them slain. The dead were buried upon the spot;

and after the revolution, a stone was erected to their me-

mory with an inscription,

0ld Woodhouselee, in the same parish, was formerly the 014 Wood-
property and residence of Hamilton of Bothwellhaugh. Ithouscle.
was from this house that his lady was turned out by the
regent Murray, to perish amidst the inclemency of a stormy
night. Her husband Hamilton avenged her death by as-
sassinating Murray ; after which he fled to France. About
140 years ago, the tower of Fulford, which was likewise a
place of great antiquity, was repaired from the stones of
this house, and received the name of Woodhkouselee.

Below Pennycuik, on the North Esk, are the celebrated Resl'n
ruins of Roslin castle. It is situated upona mount whichmd:'
is peninsulated by the river, and it is separated from the
country on the land side by a deep ravine, over which the
only access is by a stone bridge, which remains entire. Its
situation is uncommonly romantic, on a steep rock, risingin
some measure out of the bed of a river, which runs along
a rocky channel, with banks which are extremely precipi-
tous, though covered with natural wood. A small part of
the castle is still inhabited ; but upon the wholeit is almost
entirely ruinous. It is uncertain when this castle was built,
most probably it was in the beginning of the twelfth cen-
tury, when William de Sancto Clere, son to Waldernusde
St. Clere, who came over with William the Conqueror,
obtained from Malcolm Canmore 2 grant of the barony of
Roslin.  No.mention is made of it in history till the reign

s
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Antiquities. of James the Second, when we read of Sir William Hamils

Chipel of
Roslin,

ton being confined therein for engaging in the rebellion
which Earl Douglas had raised against that monarch. - In

v 1554 it was burned by the army of Henry the Eighth, along

with Leith and Craigmillar. This castle was the ancient
seat of the St Clares ; a'family of great note in this country.
They had very extensive possessions and many titles, being
Earls of Caithness and Orkney, Dukes of Oldenburgh,
&c. and they were for many generations patrons and grand
masters of masonry in Scotland. This honour was con-
ferred upon them by James the Second, and continued in
their family till lately.

On the hill, immediately above the castle, is the chapel
of Roslin, founded by William Earl of Caithness and Ork-
ney, for a provost, six prebendaries, ard two singing boys.
"This chapel is a beautiful piece of Gothic architecture ;
and notwithstanding some damage it sustained by a mob at
the revolution in 1688, is still very entire.

Tradition relates, that the desigh for this chapel was
drawn at Rome; and in order that it might be properly ex-
ecuted, the founder caused dwellings'to be built near it for
the workmen, the ancient village being half-a-mile dis-
tant. Here he gave to them houses and lands in propor-
tion to their abilities, with ten pounds a-year to each ma-
son, and forty to the master-mason ; also proportionable
rewards to the other artificers. By these bounties he at-
tracted all the best workmen in this and the neighbouring
kingdoms. :

The founder dying about the year 1484, before the
building was finished, it was carried on and completed by
Sir Qliver Sinclair of Roslin, his eldest. son of the second
marriage, whose mother was Lady Margaret Sutherland,
descended from the blood royal, her great-grandmother
Jean being the younger daughter of King Robert Bruce.

The following tale is related respectipg part of this
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’bu'ilding. The master-mason of this chapel, meeting with Aritiquitics,
some difficulties in the execution of the design, found it
necessary to go to Rome for ‘inforihation ; during which Apprcn-
time his apprentice carried oh the work, and even executed ¢ Pl
some parts concerning which his' master had been most
doubtful; particularly a fine fluted column or pillar near
the high altar, ornamented with wreaths of foliage and
flowers in alto relievo twisting spirally round it  The
master on his réturn, stung with envy at this proof of the
superior abilities of his apprentice; slew hirh by a blow on
his head with a mascn’s hammer. In support of this-story,
an old woman, who shows the place, points out.not only
the column called the apprentice’s pillar, but several other
Lieads supporting brackets in the wall; said to be the heads
of the -parties. One is called the master’s, another that of
the appreutice, whose wound is marked with red ochre ;
and the head of a weeping mother is said to represent the
mother. . -Grose; in his Adutiquitiés, justly observes, that
‘most certainly this is all fiction. .The head pointed out
for that of the apprentice exhibits a bearded old man. Si-
milar storics are told of different buildings; one in parti-
cular of the famous rose window at Rouen in' Normandy,
said to have been built by an'apprentice, whose master;
out of jealousy, knocked out his brains with a hammer.

This ¢hapel is surrounded at a little distance by a stone
wall, with the entrance on the north side. 'The entry into
the chapel is by two doors; one in the north, the other in
the south side. The height of the chapel within, from the
floor to the top of the high arched roof] is forty feet eight
inches ; breadth, thirty-four feet eight inches; the length;
sixty-eight fect.

At the south-east corner there is a descent, by a flight
of twenty steps, into a cript or chapel, partly subterra-
neous, which likewise is supposed to have served for a
sacristy and vestry. The east end of this building is above
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. Antiquities. ground, occasioned by the sudden declivity of the hill,
The height is fifteen feet, breadth fourteen feet, length
thirty-six feet. It 'is lighted by a single window.

) * This whole chapel is profusely decorated with ﬁulp,
ture, both within and without. On the outside are a num-
ber of niches for statues ; but whether any were ever pla-
ced there is doubtful. The inside is divided into a middle

\ and two side aisles by seven columns on ‘each side, sup-
4 porting pointed arches; and over them, in the middle
aisle, which is higher than those on each side, is a row of
windows. The roof, the capitals, key-stones, ‘and archi-
traves, are all covered with sculptures, representing flowers,
foliage, passages of sacred history, texts of scripture, -and
grotesque figures ; all executed with an astonishing neat-
ness. < The apprentice’s pillar, before mentioned, by some
called the prince’s pillar, probably from its superiority to
the others, has on its base a number of dragons and other
monsters, whose interwoven tails are quite clear of or de-
tached from its surface. ‘The author of a pamphlet, con-
taining a minute description of this chapel, speaks thus of
this pillar: It has on the base of it several dragons in

- the strongest or first kind of dasso relevo, as one can ea-
sily thrust a finger or two between some parts of the dra-
gon and the base. The dragons are chained by the heads,
and twisted into one another. This beautiful pillar has
round it, from base to capital, waving in the spiral way,
four wreaths of the most curious sculpture of flower work,
and foliage; the workmansh‘ip of each being diﬁ'erent,_.
and the centre of each wreath distant from that of the
neighbouring one a'foot and a half.  So exquisitely fine

" are these wreathings, that I can resemble them to nothing
else but Brussel’s lace. The ornaments upon the capital
of this pillar are the story of Abraham offering up Isaac;

a man blowing on a Highland bagpipe, with another man
iying by him; ‘and on the architravejoining it to the
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smaller one on the south wall with your face to the east, Antiquitics.
\-——W

and to the entry of the sacristy, you read the following
inscription in old Gothic characters, thus :  Forte est vinum,
Jfortior est rex, fortiores sunt mulieres, .mpcr omnia vincet
veritas.”’—Esdras, ch. iil. 4.

Here were formerly several monuments, two of whxch
are remarkable ; that of George Earl of Caithness; who'
died A. D. 1582, and another engraved on stone, suppo-
sed to be for Alexanider Earl of Sutherland, grandson to
King Robert Bruce. He is represented in armour, in &
cumbent posture, his hands on his breast, as in the act of

prayer ; on each side his head a lion rampant, at his feet

a grehound. At the front of the third and fourth pillars,
between them and the north wall, there is a large flag-
stone covering the opening to the family vault; wherein
ten barons of Roslin are now buried.  This vault is so
dry, that their bodies have been found entire after eighty
years, and as fresh as when first buried. ¢ These ba-
rons,” says Mr Hay, in his MS. in the Advocate’s Li-
brary, ¢ were buried of old in their armour, without any
coffin ;. and were successively, by charter, the patrons and
protectors of masonry in Scotland. And,” continues he,
¢ the late Roslin, my goodfather (grandfather to the pre-
sent Roslin), was the first that was buried in a coffin,
against the sentiments of King James the Seventh, who
was then in Scotland, and several other persons well versed
in antiquity ; to whom my mother (Jean Spottiswoed,
grandniece of Archbishop Spottiswood) would not heark-
en, thinking it beggarly to be buried in that manner.”” The
great expence she-was at in burying her husband occasion-
ed the sumptuary acts which were made in the following
parliaments. .

It appears that William St Clare, the founder of Roslin
chapel, lived in great state at his castle here. The auther
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Antiquities.of the description of the chapel before quoted, says, from

Battle near

Roslin,

Hay, ¢ About that time (4. ¢. building ofi the chapel, A.
D. 1440), the town of Roslin, being next to Edinburgh and
Haddington in East Lothian, became very populous by the
great concourse of all ranks and d‘egrees of visitors that re<
sorted to this prince at his palace of the castle'of Roslin ;
for he kept a great court, and was royally served at his own
table in .vessels of gold and silver ; Lord-Dirleton being
his master-household, Lord ‘Borthwick his cup-bearer, and
Lord Fleeming his carver ; ‘in whose absence they had de-
puties to attend, viz, Stewart, Laird of Drumlanrig, Twee-
die; Laird of Drumerline, and Sandilands, Laird of Calder.
He had his halls and other apartments richly adorned with
embroidered hangings.  He flourished in the reigns of
James' the First and Second. His princess, Elizabeth
Douglas, already mentioned, was served by sevehty-five
geniléwomen,-whereof fifty-three were danghters of noble~
men, all clothed in velvets and silks; with-théir chains of.
gold and. other ornaments ; and was attended by two hun-
dred riding gentlemen in'all her journeys: and if it hap-
pened to be dark when she went to Edinburgh, where her
lodgings were at the foot of Blackfriars Wynd, eighty
lighted torches were carried before her.”

Near to Roslin is the scene of a battle, or rather of
three battles, which were fought on one day betwixt the
English and the Scots on’ 14th February 1303. The Eng-
lish and Scottish writers differ much in their accounts of
this action. We have from" our own historians the fol-
lowing particulars ; During a truce, Ralf Confrey,: trea-
suter to Edward the First, invaded Scotland atthe head of
30,000 men, well armed, and mostly mounted on horse-
back. With a view to plunder, he divided his forces inta
three bodies; and, having reached the neighbourhood of
Roslin, encamped them in as many different stations. On
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hearing of this invasion, Sir Simon Fraser and Sir John Astiquitiks.
Cuming, the Scottish -gcncrals,'dgew together such an army, B TS
as they could muster in' haste, amounting to 8000 or at

most-to 10,000 men,  With these they marched from

Biggar, and fell unexpectedly on the first division of the

enemy, whom they totally routed, and drove those who

escaped back to the second camp. Here, on the alarm

being given, the English took to their arms, and sallied

forth on the Scots while they were dividing the spoil.

The conflict was again renewed, and the Scots.were a se=

cond time victorious. Scarce had they begun to refresh
themselves after this bloody engagement, when a third

army appearedtin view. The fate of battles, especially

in barbarous times, before the art of war is greatly impro-

ved, or men have learned to resign: themselves to a com-
mander’s will, and to act steadily in every situation, de-

pends more upon the temporary feelings or state of mind

of the combatants than upon their physical strength. As

ancient battles were fought man to man, and was a labo-

rious and toilsome struggle, the Scots must on this occa-

sion have been greatly fatigued; but the human form,

when filled with the animatirig passions of courage and of "
hope, is capable of renewing its efforts for an uncommon
length of time. Accordingly it is no way marvellous,
that on this eccasion, after gaining two. battles on one day,
the Scots should also have gained the third. They
would by this time have become a sort of veteran troops,
enured to blood and peril, and accustomed to expect con-
quest from perseverance in their efforts.. The English
general had committed the unpardonable error of dividing
his forces in the ccuntry of an enemy whom he had not
previously vanquished ia the field : and the whole of that
fatal day’s fighting was evidently a suecession of blunders
on the part of the invaders; because, after the first divig
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Antiquities.sion  had been vanquished, the two remaining divisions
ought obviously to have united their strength before they
encountered an _enemy alrezdy elated with victory, and
consequently possessing miote than uisual intrepidity and

_ discipline. :

?;wthom- About half a mile below Roslm castle Hawthornden'
is sitnated. From the one to the other; the scenery is
extremely beautiful and fomantic.  The banks of the ri-
ver consist in all parts of broken' and abrupt precipices ;
almost every spot of which, where a tree can stand, is co-
vered with wood. The river, which is nearIy maccessxble,
is séen winding among thé precipices over a bed of bro-
ken rocks ; and at intervdls the massy cormers or summits
of the rocks, by which it is enclosed, are seen projecting
beyond the foliage of the trees. The nelghbourmg high
grounds; also, on éach side of the river; abound with'
wood ; so that on viewing this beautiful spot, we are re-
minded, or almost persuaded, of the truth of Peter Pin<
dar’s remark concerning Dr Samuel Johnson, who, in the
opinion of his humorous satyrist,

Went to Hawthornden’s fair scene i)y nfgl;t,
Lest e’er a Scottislk tree should wound his sight-

Caves, . The path from Roslin castle and chapel down to Haw-
thornden is on the opposite or southern bank of the river,
through alternate woods and opening lawns. Upon the
precipice which overlangs the south side of the Esk, is
situated the house of Hawthornden, with the caves adjoin-
ing to it or under it. There are various conjectures as to
the original intention of these subterraneous caverns. Dr
Stukely has given credit to 2 fabulous tradition, that they
were a stronghold of the Pictish kings; and accordingly
one cave is called the 4ing’s gallery, another the 4ing’s bed-
‘chamber, and a third the guard-room. Setting aside this
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groundless tradition, the most probable opinion is, thatm
they were intended as places of refuge during the destruc-
tive wars that subsisted long bctween the = Scots .and
Picts, or English and Scots. _ Detached from the” prmcx

pal caves, there is 2 small one called the c_;?re.u grctﬁ,
where Drummond is s2id to have composed many of his
poems. It was in these caverns that the famous Sir A~
lexander Ramsay, one of the ancestors of the Dalhousie
family, and who performed many memorable exploits du-
ring the contest for the succession to the crown between
Bruce and Balicl, used to conceal himself. Here he was A
resorted to by the young warriors of his day, who consx
dered it as a necessary piece of military education to have
been of his band ; and from thence he sallied forth as oc-
casion prescnted itself, and attacked the Enghsh then in
possession of Edinburgh.

The caves are hewn out of a free-stone rock. Adjoin-
ing to them, on the summit of the precipice, a seat is form-
ed, from which a comm:.ndiﬂg view is obtained of the ri-
ver and its banks. Hawthornden is remarkable for having
been the property of William Drummond, a celebrated poet
and historian. It was to this beautiful retreat that Ben
Johnson came from London on foot to pass some weeks
with him. He was zealously attached to the ‘cause of
Charles the First ; and it is said that the fate of that mo-
narch hastened the death of Drummend, wlnch took place
on the 4th of December 1649.

In the same parish of Lasswade, near the house Ofgoman s=-
Mavisbank, built by the late Sir John Clerk, is a mountte=
of earth of considerable height, which is supposed to have
been a Roman post. It is circular in its form, and be-
girt with ramparts, now cut into terraces. Here several
articles of brass, and of ancient form, bave been found ;
such as weapons, bridle-bits, chlrurglca.l instruments, stili,

Vor. I. X .
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Borthwick
astice

(<

been considered as such’ also. They are still to bé seer
at Pennycmck In anelghbounng farm is a mount where
several urns, ﬁlled W1th burnt bones, have been dug up.
These crrcumstances Iecl Sir ohn Clerk, who' was well
acquamted w1th the anthultles of tlus country, to suppose
that thns must have been a Roman station and accord-
mgly the late General Roy has poxnted it out in his maps
as the place where the Romans passed the North Esk in
tlleu'l vyay‘ from the south to Cramond.

fn the pansh of Borthwrck, which is srtuated upon one
of the streams that run into the South Esk are the vast
ruins of Bbrthwrck‘ castle, which belongcd toa noble Scot-
tish famlly of that name. Thelr ancesfor is said to have
accompamed Q_ueen Margaret fromh Hungary to Scotland
in 1057. They had immense posSessmns in this part of
the country clurmg the s1xteenth and seventeenth ¢ centu-
xies ; 5 buf therr peerage is now extinct. 'fhere is on tlle
Jands of Harvreston, beautrfully situated by the side of the
Water, a ru.m, whrch 1s said to haye been the residence of
the famrly of Borthwrck before they were created peers,
or had risen to such eminence in this country About the
end of the fourteenth and begmnmg of the ﬁfteenth cen-
tury, llved a Su‘ Wlllram Borthwick who, bemg a man of
dlstmglushed talents, was employed as an ambassador in
several important negocratlons, and concerned in most of the
gubhc transactions of his time. This William appears to
have been created Lord Borthwrck before the year 1430;
for m Oetober that year, at the baptrsm of the kmg s two
sons,_several kmghts are said to have been created, and
among the rest \’V:lham, son and hetr of Lord Borthmck
He obtamed from Km¢r James the First of Scotland a li-
cence to bmld a castle. A stately and most rnagmﬁcent
fabric was accordmgly reared and afterwards became the

(4
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chief seat of the family.: This largé mass of building i§Antiguitics:
yet, upon the whole, very entire,and of astonishing strength.- ‘
There is indeed in the middle of the east:wall  conside~
rable breach ; but whether this has been occasioned by 4
flash of lightning; or by the influenceof the weather, or
by somie original defect in the' building, cannot dow with
certainty” be determined: = The form of this venerable
structure is nearly square, being sevénty-four by sixty-
eight feet without the walls, but hdving on the west side2
large opening, which seems'to-have been inténded to give
light to' the principal apartmerts. The walls themselves,
whicli are’ of hewn stone without and within, and mos¢
firmly cemented, aré near the bottom thirteen’ feet thick,
and towdrds the top are gradually contracted to about six
feet. ' Besides the sunk story, they are; from the adjacent
ares to the battlement, ninety feet high ; and if we include
the roof, which is arched and covered with flag-stones; the
whole height is about one hundred and ten feet. In one
of the low apartments is an excéllent $pring well, which,
however, is fiow filled up with rubbish. On the first
story are state rooms, which were once accessible by a
draw-bridge. The great hall is forty feet long, and had
its music gallery. Its roof is lofty, and has once been
adoriied with lustres, painting, and tapestry. The chim-
néy, which is very large, has been nicely carved and gild+
edy and in every corner may be traced the remains of
fallen greatness. The castle is surrounded on every side
but one by steep ground and water ; and at equal dis~
tanées from the base are square and round towers. This
sﬁ‘o‘ﬁglidl(f, therefore, before' the use of artillery, must
have been -acéounted impregnable by force; so that all
who were under ifs protéction would be perfectly secure.
Its owners appear to have beed at all times attached to the
uioaechiy, ' The unfortunate’ Queen Mary retired hither
X2
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Antiquitlet. for some time with the Earl of Bothwell before her final.
h—y——-

Cairns,

separation’ from him at Carberry, in consequence of the
insurrection’ of her subjects. - During the civil wars, Lord
Borthwick remained ‘attached to the royal cause. :On the
18th of November:>1650, he tvas summoned by ‘Oliver:
Cromwell, in"a-letter ‘which is still extant, to surrender
his castle: -He made a stand, however ; it on' seeirig no.
appearance of relief; he capitiilated, and received -permis=

-sion to'march'out with his family unmolested ; and fifteen.

days wete ‘allowed to remove/his effects:

In the:same: parish of. Borthwick, on. the property of
M Bfown. of Currie, there were many of those heaps of
stones whiclrin every part of Scotland are well known by
thie name of éairns. ~Theée are evidently sepulchral mo-~
numerts j:and as a multitude- could rear them in haste,

~ this'artless method of ‘perpetuating the memory of chiefs

slain‘in battle, seems to have been universally adopted by
the different tribes of the uncivilized northern nations.” Be-
low, and all around, the heaps of stones now mentioned,
there have been discovered, and dug up, numbers of earth-
en pots full of half-burnt human bones, and each of them
covered by aflat stone. These have generally been found
about a foot or a foot and a half in the earth, and some-
times so near the surface that they have been uncovered
by the plough.. Some of these' pots, with their contents,
are very entire, and others considerably wasted.. Most
of them may contain about two Scottish pints. Specimens
of them have been preserved, and are still in possession of
the proprietor of the ground. They are of coarse work-
manship, ornamented with various figures, and probably
lave been of British manufacture. They tend to confirm
the opinion of those who think, that the Britons in ancient
times burned the bodies of the dead.

In the mountainous parish of Heriot, ar¢ several circles
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or' rings of differcnt  sorts, which' form~a‘kind: of enelo- Antiquitict.
sures. - Theré is on Heriot-town hill-head a'circle of high Rings or
stones “seventy or elghty feet in‘diameter ; and on Borth: “cleures
wickhall ‘midhill-head, there are three Iarge rings, ior

deep ditches, ‘about a hundred - paces diameter. " There!is

also a circle on the side of the Gala road ‘near the bridge

over the water of Hetiot, to  which it was orice customary

to drive horses, cattle; ‘and sheep, taken mn execuuon at

the instance of creditors: ‘

Such' eircular- enclosures; we have already’ mentioned Use of an.

as existing at the head of the North Esk, in the parish of "t #ivs*
Pennycuick:’ 'They are not unfrequent in the mountain.
ous districts'of the 'sonth of Scotland. As the Roman en-
campments weré-of a square form, there is little reason to
consider them as the ‘work of that people ;- and they have
given rise'to much speculation. ' They must evidently
have been works ‘of ‘considerable labour, and intended for
some permanent purpose. ' The question chiefly is, whe-
ther they were meant to be subservient to war or religion 2
the.passions of mutual’ hostility . and of devotion being
the most powerful over:the.minds of barbarians, and the
most !likely to. unite ‘them. in . social- or ‘united ‘labours,
From 'the mountainous ‘situation in which most of these
circles are found, it scems probable that they were not de-
voted to religion ;. for in all-ages the clergy had the good
sense to. sclect the most fruitful and best sheltered spots’
for the place of their residence... Even the Druids resided
in stately groves; and.trces are mever very stately on a
barren soil.. " To this day, in.a'mountainous or barren diss
téict, if a snug and fertile corfier;occur; it will generally
be found: that it has been judiciously seclected as:the site
of the parish church, with its appendages, the house and
gardcn and piece of ground denommated the g/ ’bc, which
" are’allotted to the minister..o
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Antiquitis. . §t may’ redsonably be supposed, therefore, that the

circles or -enclosures, now -alluded to, were .prepared for
the purposes of war. Among our ancestors, 2 war gene-
rally consisted of a smecession of predatory incursions.
The invading party pressed eagerly forward, burned the
honses of their:enemies, and carried off their cattle with all
possiblespeed.. As soon as the country was fully alarmed,
it became necessary for them to make a hasty retreaf, that
they might not be cut off by an armed and vindictive
people, collecting around them on all sides. - To resist an
invading enemy, who possessed no.other offensive weapons
than the sword, the bow, and the - lance, it was only ne-
cessary to possess an enclosnre that was proof against a
sudden assault. Irruptions by the English border chief.
tains or barans were extremely common in the south of
Scotland ; -and- under the-anarchy of the feudal govern-
ment, hostile barons, at the head of their vassals, were ac-

customed to Wwage war agaiqst each other. Accordingly

it became necessary to make some permanent provision
for -defence against sudden hostility, . With this view,
every baron or chieftain built for himself a tower or
castle’; to which he and his family and vassals retired in
times of alarm, and in which they waited in safety till the
storm was past, or they issued forth, as occasion offered,
to assail the enemy, who found himself in the midst of 2
country filled with hostile fortresses, which: rendered it
dangerous for him to divide his force into small plunder-
ing parties. But although the towers or fortresses of the
barons might protect their own persons, and those of their
principal vassals, with perhaps a few domestic animals,
they could not afford safety to herds of cattle ; and for
the protection of these, there seems every reason to be-
lieve that the circular fortifications, already mentioned,
were devised. Thither the country people could repair
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with their flocks of cattle on the first alarm ; and as theAﬂtfqmuﬂ-
works appear to have been elevated and substantial, and '
such as if furnished with cannon, and used as redoubts,

might retard or embarrass the movements even of a, power-

ful modern army, they wquld be defended with ease.

It is well known that this island, like the neighbouring Wolves,
continent, was at on¢ time infested by, wolves ; and seve-
ral spots still bear the name of that animal: as wolf-clyde,
wolf.cleugh, &c. :In the same: parish of Heriot, tradi ¢
tion reports, that the glen er clengh called the wolf~cleugh
was aonee inhabited by a great wolf which laid waste the,
country, and attacked and destroyed every passenger. An
offer_was at last made, that whoever would destroy this
terrible animal should have as his reward 3 conmderable
portion: of the territory mfested by it. A man named
Dewar at length atchieved this enterprise, and called the
lands hy his own name.

Near the high road which passes through this parish
from Edinburgh towards Selkrig, is a great stone called
Mary Gibb’s, from an old woman whom tradition reports
to have been burned upon it as 2 witch. On the boundary.
of the parish, towards Tweedale, is a spot called the Piper’spipers
grave, from a tradition, that the piper of Peebles fell downgve, &c.
and died here, and was buried. He was engaged at the time.
in an attempt to blow his bag-pipe from Peebles to Lau~
der, a distance of about eighteen miles, at a certain num-
ber of blasts.

At the eastern extremity of the county upon Soutra hill,g vy hos-
in the parish of Fala, are the remains of an ancient hospi-pital
tal. It was founded in the year 1164 by Malcolm Fourth,
king of Scotland, for the relief of pilgrims, and for poor
and sickly people. To this: charitable institution the royal
founder annexed some lands near to St Leonard’s in
the neighbourhood of Edinburgh. It had alsc the privie
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Anthﬂltws lege of a sanctuary, as appears from the name of the road
‘ Ieadmg to'it from the abbéy of Melrose. From Bridgend,
aboiit half 4 mile above Dornock to the west, on the south
s1de of the “T'weed, there has been a plain’ road or cause-
_ way through the muirs to Soutra hlll called the Girthgate, o
“fom’ the word Gzrtl; whlch in ‘the Gaelic, sxgmﬁes an
asyluﬂz or mnctuary The traces of this road are still vi-
sible in man places of the muir. Another circumstance,
1llustratlve of Soutra’s! having formierly  been a' place of
refuge, 1§ that‘ about half a mile to the south of the hospi-
tal there'i§'a’ stall eminence or rlsmg ground still called
Grofs'-clmm bill. - Tt would appear, that along this hill, and
4cross the Glrthgate, there hiad been a chain, suspended for
a considerable way, in the direction of east' and west, to
mark the boundaries of the privileged ground. Criminals,
who had 'the happiness to pass or cross this chain, how-
ever closely pursued, were safe from every harm, and ex-
empted from prosecution.
Old monas. 111 the parish of Cranston are the ruins of some build-
Eery: ings and enclosures, supposed to be ecclesiastical antiqui-
ties; that is, the ruins of a monastcry The enclosures
wwere. undoubtedly orchards ; as'cherry trees and the re-
mains of gooseberry bushes continued there till within
these few )eirs a bell also hung in one ‘of the build-
ings, till some tinkers, apprehending ‘they could apply it
to some use, carried it off.  The whole was probably de-
dicated to St Bartholomew, as some lands in the neigh-
bourhood receive the appellation of Bartholomew’s firlot,
In'the pansh of 'Crichton are two ob_]ects of antiquity
well deserving notice. These are a'Roman camp and the
castle” of ‘Crichton. The ecamp 'is situated upon rising
ground, commandmg an extensive prospect. Theintrench-
ments in many parts may be easily traced. It is proba-
ble, that a corsiderable battlé Tiad been fought in this pa.
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rish from the great number of bones which have been dug Antiquities
up. In the lower ground, several chevaux de frise have
been found, which were used for wounding horses féej.
They are in the form of rings, six inchés in diameter, and
armed all round with sharp pikes, turned up in a circular
manner. The castle of Crichton'isa very ancient an&'mag-
nificent building. ¢ This castle,” s'ays Pennant, ¢ was once
the habitation of the Chancellor Crichton, joint-guardian
with the Earl of Callander of James the Second; a power~
ful and shrewd statesman in that turbulent age; and the ad-
viser of the bold but bloody deeds againét the too potent
Douglas. During the life of Crichton, it was besieged,
taken, and levelled with the groun&, by William Farl
Douglas. It was afterwards rebuilt, and part of the new
work is uncommonly elegant.”? : ‘

In the parish of Newton, to the southward of the North The kaim
Esk, and adJOIIIlng to the high road from Edinburgh to { =" o
Dalkeith, is a very hxgh ridge of a circular form, and of
very considerable extent in a level territory. It is ‘evi-
dently altogether artificial. The people of the country have
always called it the £aim, supposed by some to be a cor-
ruption of the word camp, but which in the Scottish dia-
lect is of the same import with the English word comb.
‘Whatis here called the kaim, has no resemblance to 2 Ro-
man camp, or to the rings already described, as existing in
mountainous districts. It must have been a work of great
labour, and resembles more the r'tmpart of acity than any
inferior object. It is'of such breadth and strength, that
the top of it 1s used for a considerable distance as a car-
riage road. Tt is more likely to have been the permanent
rampart of 2 Roman town, than any other work that can
readily be conjectured. It may be'remarked, that through-
out all Scotland, small ridges, though evidently, or at least
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Antiquiics. apparently, formed by nature, receive the appellation of

éaﬂm .

Craigmillar  In the parish of Liberton, the most remarkable remnant

castle,

of antiquity is Craigmillar castle, a magnificent cbateax,

" which must have in former times possessed considerable

strength. It is situated on the summit of a circular hill,
and commands on all sides an extensive prospect ; of the
city of Edinburgh with its precincts, and the distant moun-
tains bordering upon the Highlands ; of the Frith of Forth,
and of the fertile valleys of the North and South Esk.
Craigmillar castle is itself also a conspieuous object in a ~
great part of the county ; a part of it was lately inhabited.
The front of the building is towards the north ; and over
one of the doors is carved on stone, a presS and a barrel or
ton, in allusion to the name of Preston: A thick rampart
wall, thirty feet high, with parapets and turrets, or watch
houses, encompass it. The inner court is of considerable
extent : on the west end of which is a very large building,
consisting of several very stately apartments, which was
built in 1661 by Sir John Gilmour, lord. president of the
court of session, and for some time was the mansion-house
of the family. The outer court is large and spacious; the
entry to it is from the east. On the west side of this court
was erccted a protestant presbyterian meeting-house, upon
the indulgence granted by James the Seventh ; on the east
was the chapel.

There is no evidence for ascertaining when this very
miagnificent castle was built; but the rampart wall, as ap-
pears from the inscription on the gate, was built in 1427,

Here John Earl of Marr, a younger brother of James
the Third, was confined in 1477. For some time it was
the residence of James the Fifth during his minority,
when- he left Edinburgh castle on account of the plague ;

\
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and in this castle the queen-dowager: his mother had, hy fa- Antiquitics.
Your of Lord Erskine, his constant attefidant and guardian,
frequent interviews with him, when the Duke of Albany
the governot was in Francé. - It was taken, was much de=
molished, and a great deal of it burned, accordmg to Pis-
cottie, by the English in 1543. ‘

Here Queen Mary chose to reside as much as she pos-
sibly could, after her réturn from France in 1561. On
that account, her French servants:-took up their residence
in the neighbouring village, which, from that circumstance,
had the appellation of Little France ; and the name is still iee
retained. There is a room in the castle which goes under Fr2¢e-
the name of Queer Mary’s, for it is said she slept in it; and
it is always shown to strangers. Itis situated immediately
* under the southléast turret, and has a fire place, but is hot
much above seven seet long and five broad.

The orchard is on thé south side, and immediately ad..
joihing to.the castle; -it consists of two acres. There dre
at present only a few old fruit trees in it.

Craigmillar anciently belonged to a family of that name.
In 1374, it was purcliased by Sir Simon de Preston, which
family were sometimes styled Prestons of Craigmillar,
sometimes Prestons of Gorton, 4s well as of Prestons of
Preston, or, in the Scottish dialect, Preston of thac ilk.
We hdve already mentioned, that one of them in the reign
of James the Second bestowed the arm-bone of St Giles
upon the community of Edinburgh.. The Prestons con-
tinued in the possession of Craigmillar almost three hun-
dred years; and during that period they maintained an
emirent character here, distinguished by many public
marks of respect, and had great influence in the neighbour-
ng city-.

August 24th, 1565, Sir Simon Preston of Preston and’
Craigmillar was recommended by Queen Mary, and her
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Antiquities. husband - Darnley, as'a proper person to be elected provost

of Edinburgh. The recommendation was successful; and
the preferment immediately took place.’ - He appears ta
have joined the party against the Queen and Bothwell that

_associated to revenge the death.of Darnley. | He was pro=

Morton.

vost of Edinburgh in 1567, and the'queen lodged in :his
house in town the fatal night after -she left:the army’ at
Carberry hill. About the time of the restoration, Craigs
millar came to the family of Gilmour, to which it still be-
longs. This family, after residing some. time at. Craig-
millar, came afterwards to reside at a building at the foot
of the hill, which is now in ruins, and is termed the Znck,
which signifies an island. It was_anciently encompassed
with water, and the entry to it was by a draw-bridge.

In the same parish, near the house of Morton, may still
be discovered a part 'of the remains of a rampart of a cirs
cular, or rather of an oval form, intersected by the turn-
pike-road leading from® Edinburgh to Biggar. . Within
these few yearsit was entire on the eastern side, but near-
1y the whole stones have now been carried off torepair the
high road, it is supposed.. ‘It could not be one of the
Roman ‘camps; as they were of a'square form, but is
supposed to have been a Roman town. - The Roman mi«
litaryr way from Burnswork hill to the north issued into
two branches at the town of. Biggar. The left hand branch
went by Carstairs and Cambus-Netban, to the celebrated
wall between the two -Friths of Forth and Clyde, and at
length was carried as far as the Roman arms penctrated.
‘The other branch proceeded by Linton to.the Roman town,
just now mentioned, and from thence was directed t0.Cra-
mond, where the Romans had dn important; station, 'and
where certain of their ships always atiended for furnishing
them with provisions. | Another military road came from
Teviotdale; ‘ot perhaps from  the .celebrated wall which
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thie émpetor Hadrian erected between Carlisle and New- Anthmﬂc’-
castle upon Tyne, and led to this town. . In, the Celtic or

Gaelic language, more signifies great or large. . Hence the
appellation Morton has been supposed.to signify the great:

or large city. . The road here for nearly a mile is formed
precisely upon the line of the old Roman :military way.,

This was intentionally done by the direction of the learned
antiquarian, already. mentioned, the late Sir John Clerk of.
Pennycuik, one of the barons of exchequer for Scotland.

On the north-east boundary of the .i)a_rish of Dudding- pishwives
ston, is a: causeway of some antiquity, which at present re~ causewar:
ceives the appellation of the _/irb-wz'ws‘ causeway.. It-once.
formed a part of the great post road to London; and the
fishwives, after. that road was turned into a different, di-
rection, long refused to alter their well-known path. - As
it had been made in such a substantial manner, as to render
it'impracticable to reduce it easily under the- plough, and
as it afforded a convenient access to the adjoining fields, it
was not shut up. - It is said to be a remnant of those re-
gular roads which the unfortunate queen Mary was anxzous
to form for the improvement of her barbarous kmg-—
dom., To the northward of : this, in the-parish of South
Leith; in a direct line from the foot of the Canongate of
Edinburgh to the sea, another road remains, which tradi-
tion aseribes. to the same prineess; but it does not appear
to have beeh at any time substantially formed.

In dragging marl out of Duddingston loch some years
ago, were found some coins, -the inscription of which
were effaced ; the blade of a sword, and the heads of some
spears and javelins. All of these, from their structure
and materials -behoved to be Roman. Some of them
were sent to the museum of the king, and some were pre-
sented to .the. antiquarian society.; In the adjacent mea-
dow, in the opening of diains aad ditches, vncer the first
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Antiquities: sesit of io$s and gravely have been found wreeks of oak

Inveresk.

trees, hazel bushes andiuts; and the almost ¢cénsumedizon
of Horse-shoes of differenit dimensions. At the mowth of
Duddingfgfbﬁ, of the Figgat bufn, have also been observed,
immersed' i 2 deep stratum of elayy the trunks of large
oak trees, which, when cut or broken; have been fourid
black as‘ebony to the heart. They may perhaps be rem-
niants'of thie king’s forests to tle east of Edinburgh, im
which it appears; by the original charter of ereetion of thd
monastery of the Roly cross; the monks ¢btained- 4 privi-

"lege to send their Hogs to feed. According to tradition

thig forest afforded shelter anda place of rendezvous to the
éhief of all the Scoftish heroes; Sir William Waldce and
his friends, whilé they Were preparing fo attick Berwick.
The parish of Tnverésk, or the neighbourhood of Mus-
selburgh, was the scene of many aticiént transactions. = I
is observed by the réspectable clergyman of that parish;
Dr Aléxander Cdrlyle, that the Romans did rot fail to obs
servé the fortunate sitdation of the hilf of Inverésk, whick,
though not more than fifty feet above the levél of the séa;
commands an extensive view, mot only of the adjacefit
country, but of the spacicus bason of the Fortli, which'is
theré about eighteen miiles broad; and of the coast of Fife,
from Brunfisland to the motth of the Forth. History as-
sures us that they had # stdtion here; and repeated disco-
veries pomt out the spot where the pretorium was built.
Tt was undotibtédly on the summit of the hill where the
church now stands. A building of high antiquity was si-
tuated af the edst end of Musselburgh, which belonged t6
the 4bbey of Danfermline. It was called ‘the Chape/ of
Lorétto. Thete are nio remains of it now but a small cell
about twelve feét By ten, covered by a mount in the gat-
den of the villa called Loretfo. Soon after the réforma-
tion, about the* year 1590, the tolbooth of: MuSSélb'urgh

v
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was built out' of the ruins of this chapel, which must have Antiquitics.
Been of considerable’ dimensions. The old steps of the

tolbooth stair, which was repaired not long since, were the .

bases: of the pillars of the chapel, according to the report of

masons still living. ~“This is said to have been the first re-

ligious house in Scotland whose ruins were applied to an
unhallowed use ; for which the good people of Mussel-

burgh are said to have been annually excommanicated, till

very lately, at Rome. -

The bridge of Musselburgh over the Esk, between the nuscel. -
two villages of Musselburgh and Fisherrow, is of unknown g;‘;lgglz :
antiquity. It has' been supposed to be 2 Roman work, as
that people not only had many houses in Fisherrow, but
also their harbour ; and it would undoubtedly have proved
¢xtremely inconvenient to suffer their colony to be divided
into two parts, ‘ot their harbour to be separated from their
fort by z river, which frequently for many days cannotbé
forded. The arches are fifty feet wide, their spring only
fen feet: The coomb of the most westerly arch appears
to have supk before the arch was thrown over, as it is on~
one side much flattened.. Tt must have been the intention
of those who erected this bridge; to place the road leading
to it out of the teach of the tide: this circumstance, to-
gether with the situation of the harbour, demonstrates,
that the sea, although it has been encroaching on the land
above Leith, has at the bottont of _this bay neither gained
on the land nor retired from it.

At different times Roman coins have been found upon
the territory adjacentto Inveresk. An altar was also found,
with thisinscription, Apollini Granio. Some years 2go Roman
also 2 Roman bath of two rooms was discovered by some Pt
workmen when employed'in removing a few feet of earth
from the surface of the'soil around a gentleman’s villa.

It is well known, that wherever this people went, they
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Aantiquities. made provision for the enjoyment of the most favourite of
all their luxuries, the warm bath. . At this placc,:, only the
floors and foundations of the baths were discovered, the
superstructure having been cast down and removed, and
the whole covered with earth in some former age. The
floor }emained entire, and about six inches high of the wall
of thesmallest room, which was nine feet long and four
and a half wide. There was a communication through the
partition wall for water by an earthen pipe. The other
room was fifteen feet by nine. The floors of these and of the

.+ other rooms were covered with tarras, uniformly laid on,
about two inches thick. Below this coat there was a coar-
ser sort of lime and gravel five inches deep, laid upon un-
shapely and unjointed flags. This floor stood on. pillars
two feet high, some of stone, and some of circular bricks.
The earth had been removed to come to a solid foulldatign
on which to erect the pillars. Under the tarras of the
smallest room there was a -coarser tarras, fully ten inches
thick, which seemed intended to sustain or bear a more
considerable fire under it, than the bypacaustum or floor
above the fire of the largest room. ‘There appeared to have
been larger fires under it, as the pillars were injured by
them ; and there was found a quantity of charcoal in per-
fect preservation.

The bypocaustum of the larger room, or space nunder the
tarras floor, was filled with earth, and with slices made of
clay, which were laid every where between the rows of
pillars, and were a little discoloured: with sthoke ; a small-
er degree of heat having been conveyed through them
than throngh these under the other room. - But those con-
trivances under the floers seem only to have been intended
to preserve heat in the water, which had been carried
warm from a kettle built up or Iumg on brick-work on
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eite side of the largest room. This brick-work was much Anthmm-
injured by strong fires, and was four feet square. :

The cement or” tarras sufficiently proves the origin of
the work, as the Roman composition used for cement is .
superior to any of later ages. The cement of the' grand

®

Shwcey under the city of Rome is said to be of the same
kmd and it is'also said that in Hindostan, in the very
ancient bmldmgs, the same preparation appears to have
been used. Tradition reports, thatin digging foundations
for houses in Fisherrow, on the western-side of the river,
there have been found similar ruins of baths; a circum-
stance which appears to demonstrate that this was not
merely a military station, but a colony ; that the Romans
must have had many houses and buildings near the sea, as
well as their praetoriumat Inveresk. From the place where
Fisherrow harbour now is there was once 4 Roman cause-
way, the traces of which, though now obliterated by cul-
tivation, are not entirely forgotten. ‘This causeway led
towards Borthwick.

As a branch of later antiquities, it is to be remarked
that Randolph Earl of Murray died at Musselburgh of
the stone in July 1332 ; and tradition points out the house
where he died near the east end of the town, on the south
side. Itis a vaulted house of two rooms on the ground
floor ; the rooms are about fourteei feet square, and the
arch eight feet high, with a passage between them six
feet high.

In this parish is the field of the battle of Pinkie, which Battle of
we have already mentioned, and which ‘was fought in the Pinkic.
year 1547, during the infancy of our celebrated and un-
fortunate Queen Mary; whose name occupies so large a
space in the later hxstory of Scotland, and of whom we
have already had occasion to notice several particulars.
The baitle of Pinkie was fought on the ficld that lies be~

Vor. L. Y
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Antiquitics. twixt the village of Inveresk and Walliford and Car-

Origin of
the war,

berry, and was brought on by the usual rashness and
impetyosity of the Scots. The Duke of Somerset, as
protector of England dliring the, minority of Edward.
the Sixth, attempted to enforce the project of Henry the
Eighth to accomplish an union between Scotland and.
England. With this view,. he raised an army of 18,000
men, and equipped a fleet consisting of thirty sail of ships
of war, and thirty transports laden with ammunition and
provisions. The war was attempted'to be justified by the-
pretext of revenging some ineursions of the borderers ; at
the same time,, the ancient pretension was revived of the
supremacy of the English crown over Scotland. A ma-
nifesto- was issued, stating these reasons, and declaring a.
resolution to negociate upon no other terms than the union
of the kingdoms by the marriage of the young English
king to the infant Scottish- Queen Mary. It was urged,
that nature obviously intended the whole island: for one
empire, by surrounding it by a barrier which cuts it off
from all communication with foreign states : That the
language and customs of the people concurred with na-
ture, and invited: them to anunion : That under one royal
family, and one government, their ancient hostility. would.
speedily give way to sentiments of amity, resulting from
the prosperity which would arise to both nations from the
more successful cultivation of the arts of peace, which
would take place as soon as they should be relieved from-
the necessity of -maintaining a-warlike posture towards
each other.. These arguments did not convince the Scots,.
who were moreover influenced by the attachment of their
Queen Dowager Mary of Guise to the interests of France
ahd the catholic religion.

On advancing into Scotland, and encampingin this parish,
the Duke of Somerset found the Scots so strongly posted that:

~
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no prospect existed of attacking them with success. He Antiquitics,
therefore offered to retreat, on condition that the Scots would

agree not to contract their queen to any foreign prince till

she should arrive at a proper age for choosmg a husband for Proposal of
herself : ‘but the Scots, rashly presuming upon the weak-" s

ness of the English, from the moderation of the tone which

their leader had now assumed, and being moreover urged

on by their Roman catholic priests, who represented the
English as detestable heretics, whom God had devoted to
destruction, abandoned the advantage resulting from their

strong position, and resolved to come to battle. They

were divided into three bodies, commanded by the Earls

of Angus, Arran, and Huntly, with some light horse and

a body of Irish archers, whom the Earl of Argyle had
brought over into Scotland.

The Scottisharmy were encamped on that large field west March of.
of the Esk which went by the name of Edmonston Edge ,thc sy
the English lay at the places now called Drummoreand Wal-

Iiford. As the Scots passed the bridge of Musselburgh,
and marched to the field up the hill of Inveresk on the
west side of the church, there being then no village, and
only two shepherds houses on that hill, they were annoyed
by cannon-shot from the English galleys in the bay, in-
somuch that the Lord Graham, eldest son of the first
Earl of Montrose, was killed on the bridge, with many of
his followers. To have crossed the river at any other
place would have been still more dangerous,, as there was
then a thick wood on the banks of it all the way to Dal-
keith. After passing the church of Inveresk they must
have been covered from the shot, as the ground slopes
from thence down to the How Mire (in those days a mo-
rass, though now drained and cultivated), from whence it
rises gently to the bottom of the hills of Carberry and
Falside. On this gentle rising lay the field of action.

Y 2
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Antiquities.  The Seots, while crossing the bridge, having been piit
into some disorder by the fire of the English ships, Lord
Grey, who commanded the English heavy armed horse;
left his ground and attacked them, contrary to orders,
in the hope of gaining to himself the whole glory of a
victory. - On advancing, however; he met with bad
ground, beyond which the Scots were posted on a plough-
. ed field, in a deep phalanx, with their spears pointed. The
English horse could make no impression, and were in-
stantly discomfited, and their leader dangerously wound-
ed ; but the Scots, having no good cavalry, could take no
advantage of their success. Somerset rallied his cavalry,
and in the mean while assailed the Scottish compact body
of infantry with his artillery, with the fire of some Italian
and Spanish Arquebusiers, and with a shower of arrows
Defeat of - from his English archers. The van of the Scots, dis-
. B mayed by these attacks, and by the approach of the
English infantry, began to stagger, and the Irish archers
fled. The panic rapidly communicated itself to ‘the
whole army, and a total route commenced. The Eng-
lish infantry began, not a battle but a pursuit, with shouts,
and continued to commit bloody execution all the way to
Edinburgh. They did not lose two hundred men, ‘while
of the Scots 10,000 were killed and 1560 made prisoners:
The English gave no quarter to the priests that fell into
their way. Somerset might have imposed almost any
terms upon the Scots; but learning that dangerous in-
trigues were going on against him in England, he hastened
home, and thus lost the opportunity of accomplishing the

object of which he had come.in pursuit.
Hill(j‘fcar- Just over the field of battle there is a hill,-which was
bery. . still more fatal to Queen Mary, and has been known ever
* since by the name of the Queen’s Seat. It is the top of
she hill of Carberry, where this unfortunate princess sat on-
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@ stone, and held a conference with Kirkaldy of Grange, Astiguitics.
who had been commissioned for that purpose by the con-
federate lords. During this parley, Bothwell, who had
taken leave of the queen for the last time, rode off the
field to Dunbar. As soon as he was out of danger, Mary
suffered herself to be led by Kirkaldy to Morton and the
Jords, who received her with due marks of respect, and
ample promises of future loyalty and obedience. The se-
quel is well known. From that hour she was deprived
of liberty for life, except for the few days that intervened
between her escape from Lochlevin castle and her sur-
render to Elisabeth, after the fatal battle of Langside. The
bloody field of Pinkie, under her eye, might have put this
ill-fated queen on her guard ; bat, unfit for the rugged
times in which she lived, she had the misfortune to be at
once facile and obstinate. The late proprietor of Carber,
ry, John Fullarton, Esq. has marked this spot to poste-
rity by planting a copse of wood on it, } <
Before concluding the subject of the antiquities of thisInchkeith.
county, we may shortly take notice of the island of Inch-
keith, situated in the middle of the Forth off Leith. A
few sheep and rabbits live upon it. On the highest point
are the remains of an ancient fortress, which was, about
the time of the Reformation, accounted of considerable
importance, but has long been demolished. The island
itself, along with the barony of Keith in East Lothian, and
other lands, were granted, along with the office of heredi-
tary grand marshal of Scotland, by King Malcolm, to one
Robert, as a reward for killing Camus, the king aud
champion of the Danes, at the battle of Barry, in the year
1010. From the lands Robert took the name of Keith,
and they belonged for many ages to his family. The
celebrated Marshal Keith, in the Russian and Prussian ser,
vices, wasa younger son of this family ; butits fortunes in
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:::!sntrY- this country were all forfeited to the crown, and the pro-
v..—-;—_'lperty sold, in consequence of the head of it joining in the
rebellion in 1715. A lighthouse was established on Inch-
keith during the last winter.

. In the western part of this county, near the Pentland
Hills, there are a considerable number of proprietors
whose estates are of moderate extent. Such estates are
frequently changing their owners ;" a circumstance which
is extremely advantageous to the improvement of the
country. The new proprietors are usually active and
wealthy men, who eagerly engage in ameliorating and
adorning the territory which they have acquired.” Hence,
in this quarter, plantations and inclosures are daily spring-
ing up; and the moors and mosses which border upon
the Pentland hills are subdued, and rendered fernle by hu-
man industry,

Brotherton.  In almost every part of Scotland, in consequence of the

4 deep glens in which the waters run, it is extremely easy,
by planting their banks, to beautify, in an uncommon de-
gree, 2 variety of sequestrate spots.’ As an example of
this, we cannot avoid taking notice of the successful ef-
forts of the lately deceased Mr Davie of Edinburgh upon
the estate of Brotherton, in the parish of West Galder, on
one of the small streams which fall into the Almond. He
not only reduced the lands in general under the most
perfect agriculture, from a state of extreme rudeness and
sterility, by planting, in 2 judicious manner, the lofty and
rugged banks of the stream adjoining to his house, but he
contrived to produce an extent of pleasing and interesting
scenery which is surpassed in few situations. At a trifling
eost winding walks have been cut out along the shelving
or precipitous banks of the stream. These walks are eve-
rywhere overhung with wood, through which openings
Rave been judiciously formed to afford views of the sur-
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ounding scenery. Rustic seats are placed in proper situa- Sc:?:tgc-.
‘tions ; and in a retired corner a rude cave hasbeen formed
in the solid rock. At one point, where the lofty banks of
the river recede from each other, a small valley is form-
ed, in which a rustic grotto has been built. As the spot
is sheltered from every blast, so as to produce as great a
stagnation of air as the current-of fa flowing stream will
permit, the sun’s rays have great power here ; and an un-
common luxuriance of vegetation prevails during the sum-~
mer months, which gives to the flowering shrubs and trees
whiclh skirt the valley a richness of aspect, which is highly
pleasing, beécause almost unexampled in this climate.
. We have already remarked that the parish of Mid Cal- il
«der is much adorned with plantations ; and Calder house, house, Hat-.
the seat of Lord Torphichen, already mentioned, is a very o
stately fabric. In the parish of Ratho we have also men-
ttioned a variety of pleasure grounds. Hatton, in particu-
lar, which formerly belonged to the ‘Earl ‘of Lauderdale,
is a venerable ancient house, with extensive gardens, and
is surrounded with plantations and inclosures of at least
800 acres of ground. Eastward from this is Dalmahoy,
thie principal seat of the Earl of Morton. Dalmahoy house
1s beautifully situated in the midst of a park which con-
tains between 400 and 500 acres. The Park is inclo-
sed by a well-built wall, and is subdivided into lesser com-
modious inclosures by a sunk fence and belts of planting.

In the parish of Collinton, Sir William Forbes, bank
er in Edinburgh, has lately erected, upon the banks of the
Water of Leith, a beautiful dwelling, which, on account
of its-conspicuous situation, is no small ornament to the
neighbourhood. Nearer to the Pentland hills a house is
now building, upon the Iands of Dreghorn, by Mr Trot-
ter, secretary to the navy, which, when completed, must
be a work of vast magnitude. - But it is in vain to at
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Copntry~ tempt to specxfy the clggant villas which abound in the

scats, &c
(SRR

'v1c1mty of Edinburgh. One of them, however, to the

Braid, &, southward of the city, that of Braid, deserves notice, on

Pennycuick

house.

account ‘of its singularity, being a handsome and costly
house, placed in the bottom of a ravine, or narrow glen,
planted with wood through which runs a stream of wa-
ter. The house is so completely concealed that a stran-
ger may almost look down the chimaeys from the ad-
joining height before he discovers its existence. On the
north side of the city, in the parishes of St Cuthberts and
Cramond, are a great varicty of beautiful buildings. That
of Ravelstone, at the eastern foot of the Corstorphine
hills, is remarkable, on account of the ancient woods

“around 1it, and 1rregular grounds, affording a vast variety

of interesting prospects. The ancient house of Royston,
upon the sea—sﬁqre, is one of the largest buildings in this
part of the country. 3 i

To the south of the Pentland hills, the house of Penny-
cuick is the ﬁrst that ‘deserves notice. This edifice was
blll].t, about 1761, by a former -proprietor, Sir James
Clark Bart. - It stands upon a flat above the Esk, and by
taking advantagé of a turn in the river, the back front looks
up the glen, formed by its banks, to the ruins of Brunston
castle and the western extremity of the Pentland hills.
in a flat immediétely Below the house, in the same direc~
tion, is an artificial piece of water, and the garden, with
cxteusive green and hot houses.  Both sides of the river
are dwersxﬁed with eminences and glens; and the ascents
behind thc garden, and on tbﬁe opposite s1de of the river,

“are entirely covered with wood The front of the house is

ornamented with a handsome portico, suppmted by eight
columns, having a flight of steps on each side defended by
ballustrades. The materials were brought from the Mair-
ficld quarry, near the upper end of the parish. The roof
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is covered with lead, and a row of vases are placed on the Country-
top. In the house are a considerable number of Roman:ais,;-g;:
antiquities, cut in stone; part of which were brought
from a Roman camp at Netherby, and some from Gra-
ham’s dyke. The front of the offices lies nearly diago-~
nally to the house, at the distance of 280 feet. They form
a large square, with a rustic portico and elegant spire,
with a clock in front; and behind them, to answer the
purposes of a pigeon-house, is an exact representation of
the celebrated Roman temple called Arthur’s Oven. Ta
the westward, and above the level of the house, is another.
large piece of water, well stocked with various kinds of
fish. A round tower, placed on a conic eminence in
front, is seen at a great distance. On the opposite side of
the river, facing the south, an obelisk is raised, at the end
of an avenue, on the top of the bank, to the memory of
Allan Ramsay, the famous Scottish poet. The approach
towards the village from the tower, anciently called Ter-
regles, along the northern declivity to the river, exhibits
one of the most luxuriant and striking scenes any where
to be seen. About one-cighth of a mile above the gar-
den, a timber-bridge formerly crossed the river, at the
south end of which isan entry into a subterraneous passage
called Hurly Cur, forty-nine yards long, seven feet high,
and six feet broad ; in the middle of which, on the west
side, is a dark cell, with seats cut round capable of con-
taining six or eight people ; the whole being cut out of
the solid rock in 1742. At the south end are the re-
mains of a small summer-house, where was a little kit-
chen and dining-room ; and in the front is a pond well
stored with fish and trout. The large plantations of trees -
of various kinds, in summer, form a most beautiful am-
pitheatre. These appendages to Pennycuick house ren-
der it unusually interesting, although in itself it is by no
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means magnificent or conspicuous, when compared with
multitude of other buildings in this county. The most
remarkable part of the interior of it is an apartment styled
the Hall of Ossian, which strangers frequently visit. Here
the most smgular and strlkmg scenes described in these in-
terestmg poems are represented by the pencil of Runci-
man, a painter whose representations are -of a bold and
strlkmg character, though seldom corresponding with the
simplicity of nature.

On the same river, the North Esk, are 2 variety of

beautiful countiy seats, which aré surronnded with consi-
derable plantations.- - Among these, in particular, may be
mentioned, Dryden, Polton, Mavisbank, and Melville
Castle. "This last is 2 splendid building, erected not ma-
ny years ago hy Henry Dundas, Esq. now Lord Mel.
ville. It was built on the site of an old house of the
same name, which, with the estate attached to it, Queen
Mary anxiously but unsuccessfully endeavoured to pro-
cure for her favourite David Rizzio, '
* On the South Esk, the most remarkable buildings are
Armston Dalhousie Castle, and Newbattle Abbey. The
first of these is chiefly of importance, as it has long been -
the residence of the elder branch of that family of Dun-
das, which, during the greatef part of the late century,
afforded so many conspicuous members to the department
of the Scottish bar; and which, in the person of Lord
Melville, has attained, for a long series of years, to such
permanent political importance in the councxls of ‘the em-
PHCT

The Castle of Dalhousie, in the parish of Cockpen, is

a building of great antiquity, constructed in the old Scot-

tish taste. It is pleasantly situated on the northern bank
of the river, which runs at a few yards distance from the-
foot of the walls. This castle was modernized by the
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.

late Earl of Dalhousie, and has thereby lost much of itsg:&ntgc:
former venerable aspect. The grounds.around it are by e
nature peculiarly adapted for extensive and romantic plea-
sure grounds. A little lower, on the opposite bank of the
same river, stood the mansion-house of Cockpen, lately
purchased by the Earl of Dalhousie from Mr Baron
Cockburn, by whom the adjacent lands had been inclosed
and greatly improved. Along the steep and woody banks

of the river he had also formed various walks, at a great
expence, and in the best taste ; but a few naked walls are

all now that remain of this mansion ; serving, however,

to increase the wild and romantic beauty of the surround-.
ing scenery. :

Newbattle abbey, the seat of the Marquis of Lothian, Newbattle
isa large modern building ; and the plan of it, especiallyabbcy‘
within, discovers good taste and judgment in the architect.

In the library are several manuscripts in folio, written
upon vellum, in the Saxon character ; and every page of
them is adorned with pictures emblematic of the respec-
tive subjects of which they treat. Of these books the
most highly finished are, Jean Boccace des cas des Nobles
Hommes et Femmes, 1409 ; Fobn Tikyt hymni ; Titus Li-
wvius, per P. Berceun ; Augustin de la Cit? de Diew. And
in all of them the figures are coloured and gilded with so
much delicacy and richness, as to afford a very interesting
specimen of the labour and elegance with which they have
been executed. These manuscripts had in former times
belonged to the abbey, the monks of which were of the
Cistertian order. It was founded and endowed by David
the First. A wall surrounded it, which is almost entire,
and retains the name of the Monkland wall. The modern
house is raised upon the spot which was formerly occu,
pied by the monastery.
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~ Comtry- At Newbattle abbey are many valuable portraits and
scats, &c. E
. paintings. Among others are-to be found,
Portraits st MARK KER, prior of Newbattle, who at the reforma-
g,i:;amc tion comphed with the times, and got the estate of the ab-
bey

The heads of MaRk Earl of Lothian and his lady, by
Slr Antonio More.

A remarkable fine plece of our three first circumnavi-

. gators, DrAKE, HAwKi1Ns, and CaNDiIsy, half-length.
" Three Boys and Girls in low life by Morillio.

The DocE oF VENICE by Titian.
~ Earl MogrTox, regent, half-length, a yellow beard

Lady TurToN ; a fine half-length.

A fulllength of JamEes the First by Jameson. Another
of CHARLES the First when young, in rich armour, black
and gold.

Head of RoBERT CAR, created Earl of Somerset by
James Sixth of Scotland and First of England. The
countenance is effeminate, with small features, light flax-
en or yellowish hair, and 2 very small beard, Is an ori«
ginal of that favourite.

.His father Sir RozERT CAR.

A head of an Earl of Somerset, with long, light, yel-
lowish hair.

The Wife of Pririp the Bold, inscribed, Marga Mala
Lodo Mala.

His danghter the Duchess of Orleans.

A beautlful half-lcngth of Hennetta Queen of Charles
the First.

His daughter the Duchess of Orleans.

Some small portraits, studies of Vandyke. Among
which is one of WiLLiam Earl of Pembroke, of whom
]"..ord Clarendon gives so advantageous a character.

Prince Rur£RT and Prince MAURICE in one piece.
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A head of Madame MONTPENSIER, and of several other
illustrious persons belonging to the court of Louis XIII.

A large half-length of HENRY DARNLEY, the husband
of Queen Mary.

349

Cwntq-
seats, &c.

A beautiful head of Mary oF GuisE, thé mother of -

the same queen.

The modern house is surrounded by a level lawn con-
taining about thirty acres of ground. It is watered on the
one side by the river South Esk, which, after rolhng
through the rocks of Cockpen, flows along the park%n 2
quiet stream, and is overhung with flourishing plantations.
On the other side it is skirted by a waving- line of woods,
which, complying with the ascents and swelling of the
banks, are seen rising above one anothér, and exhibits a
beautiful variety of shades. At the east end it is termi-
nated by an aged bridge, rudely built, and overspread
with ivy. Rows of trees, in the opposite dlrectlon,
close at a proper distance into vistas ; while the eye, in
wandering over the beauties of the scene, is caught by the
simple spire of the parish church, and by the smoke,
which, mounting from the adjacent village, hngers among
the tops of the trees.

Farther down the river stands Dalkeith house, the prin-p ;...
cipal seat in Scotland of the Duke of Buccleugh. In an-hous.

cient times, this appears to have been a place of conside-
rable strength, and to have stood some sieges. It was si-
tuated on a perpendicular rock of great height, and in-
accessible on all sides except on the east, where it was
defended by a fosse, through which the river is said to
have formerly run. It was for some centuries the prin-
cipal residence of the noble family of Morton. And histo-
ry records, that James the Ninth, and last Earl of Douglas,
exasperated ‘against John Douglas, lord of Dalkeith, for
espousing the cause of King James Second, who had basely

’
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S:g:tsrcyc-‘ murdered William, eighth earl of the illustrious house of

‘——~— Douglas, at Stirling, laid siege to the castle of Dalkeith,
binding himself, by a solemn oath, not te desist till he
had made himself master of it. It was, however, so
gallantly defended by Patrick Cockburn of Clerkington,
that the Earl of Douglas and his followers, after under-
going much toil, and receiving many wounds, found them-
selves unable to reduce it, and were obliged to raise the
siege. On the defeat of the Scottish army at Pinkie, A.
D. 1547, many fled to the castle of Dalkeith for refuge ;
among whom were James Earl of Morton, afterwards re-
gent of Scotland, and Sir David Hume of Wedderburn.
It was besieged by the English, and defended for some
time ; but as it contained not a sufficient store of provi-
sions for such a number of men as had fled to it, and as the
Besi__eged had no hopes of succour against the victorious
army, it wasobliged to surrender ; in consequence of which
the earl and Sir David were made prisoners.

In the year 1642, the estate of Dalkeith came into
the possession of the family of ‘Scot of Buccleugh by pur-
chase from the Earl of Morton.

About the beginning of the late century, the present
very magnificent house was built, on the site of the old
castle, by Ann Dauchess of Buccleugh and Monmouth.
The fosse, already mentioned, which guarded the castle
on the east, was filled up, and a large mound of forced
carth raised around the rock. It is now a pleasant bank,
and adorned with a variety of delightful shrubs. The
beauty of the situation, which is. deservedly admired, is
greatly heightened by the windings of the river, and the
abundance of thriving wood with which it is surrounded.
The Duke has lately built an elegant bridge of beautiful
white stone over the North Esk, which is a great orna-
ment to the surrounding scenery, and forms a fine object

{
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‘when seen, as it is in great perfection, from the windows gg?:tg;
of the house. It consists of one large arch seventy feet e
wide and forty-five in height, By means of this bridge,
a new approach will be opened to the house, and one of the
most delightful that can be imagined. The park in which
Dalkeith house is situated is of great extent, comtaining
about eight hundred Scotch acres. Itis completely sur~
rounded by 2 wall built with stone and lime, and about
eight or nine feet high. There is a great variety of ex-
cellent wood in it, particularly a number of fine venerable
oaks of great antiquity ; but several of them begin to
experience the effects of time, and are seeming to de-
cay. The North and South Esk run through the park,
and unite their winding streams about half 2 mile below
Dalkeith house. :

The portraits at Dalkeith house are numerous, and Portraits ss

Dalkeith

some of them very valuable. Among others are, 7

The first Duke of RicuMoxnD and his duchess.

The Duchess of CLEVELAND.

Countess of BUuCCLEUGH, mother to the Duchess of
Monmouth, and Lady EGLINTON her sister.

The Duchess and her two sons: the Duchess of York,
her hand remarkably fine : the Duchess of LENox.

Mrs Susanya WATERs, mother of the Duke of Mon-
mouth, with his picture in her hand.

Duchess of CLEVELAND and her son, aninfant; she
in the character of 2 Maddona.

The Duke of MoNMoUTH in the character of a young
St John.

Lord STraFForD and his Secretary ; a small study of
Vandyke.

Hexry the Eighth, and Queen CATHARINE with the
divorce in her hand ; two small pieces by Felbein.

Aunna BULLEIN, by the same, dressed in a black.
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Countty- ‘gown, large yellow netted sleeves, in a black cap peaked
seats, &c. Behind.
————

Prcstonha\l

Lady Jave GRAY, with long hair, black and very
thick, -not handsome.

The Duke of MonMouTH on horseback ; also in ar-
mour.

The Duchess of R_ICHMOND, by Sir Peter Lely. A
head of the late Duke of ORMOND, much admired. A
beautifal head of our unfortunate Queen MARY, with ma<
ny others. 4

In this ducal palace is an apartment which was entirely
furnished by Charles the Second on occasion of the mar-
riage of the Duke of Monmouth with the heiress of-the
house.

To the eastward of the vale of the Esk the country as’

?“d Ozen- ¢ends, as already mentioned, and, after some interval,

Drum.

again descends, forming another valley, in'a higher level
in which is the river Tyne, which flows in a north-easterly
direction into East Lothian. 'In the parish of Cran-
ston, oh opposite banks of the Tyne, are the two mag-
nificent structures of Prestonhall and Oxenford castle,
around which is a 'richly cultivated territory, chequered
with trees and corn fields. To the westward of. the
valley of the Esk, and betwixt that valley and Edin-
burgh, are a great variety of seats and pleasure-grounds.
Of these¢ may be noticéd that called the Drum, a large
building, which belonged to Lord Somervile ; and in. the
park adjoining to which, the most remarkable part of the
ancient cross of Edinburgh is still preserved. Itis wor-
thy of notice, that the family of Somervile, and that of
Wauchope of Niddry, were for some time the most an<
cient in the county of Midlothian, The estate of the fa-
mily of Somervile has been lately sold, and the noble-
man who bears that title resides in England.” The prio-
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rity, therefore, of antiquity among the families of this ?e‘il’,”fi{
county now remains with the Wauchopes of Niddry. '«

In the same parish of Liberton, in which these are si- Morton-
tuated, is Mortonhall, which in the reign of James the i
Third formed a part of the property of the St Glairs (Sin-
clairs) of Roslin. It came by purchase into the posses-
sion of the present family of Trotter in 1641.  The pre-
sent house was erected in 1699. It is a massy fabric of
hewn stone, in the modern'taste, and is probably the most
substantial and best furnished great house in Midlothian. °
Evegy part of it is elegant, though, at the same time, ac-
commodation is not sacrificed, as is too frequently done in
modern buildings, to the ostentatious display of one or
two great apartments. It contains a library of upwards
of 3000 volumes, in which is a very complete collection
of the Greek and Roman classics, and of the principal of
the French, English, and Italian writers. The house is
situated on the south side of a rising ground, which con-
ceals it from Edinburgh. . It is surrounded by abundance
of forest trees ; and the present proprietor is now forming
the environs into a beautiful park.

Last of all, we shall mention the house of Dudding- Dudding-
ston. About the year 1767 the late Earl of Abercorn®™" gt
began to subdivide his estate into commodions farms, to
build convenient farm-houses and offices upon each, and
to inclose them with ditches and hedges. The estate was
thus reduced into a regular and progressive state of culti-
vation, and the conntry beautifully adorned with hedge-
rows, clumps, and plantations of various forms and ex-
tent. The house and offices were finished, and exhibit g
beautiful specimen of Grecian architecture, but with no
great extent of accommodation. This villa, with the
pleasure grounds or park which have been annexed to it,

exhibits an example of all that money or art can do to
Vor. 1. Z :
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adorn 2 merely flat surface, through which a small stream
of water naturally runs : Clumps, groves, canals, lakes,

isles, cascades, temples, shrubbery, serpentine walks, and

Sit James

Sandilands.

Spettise
woods,

spreading lawns. In every corner Art and expence have
been ostentatiously displayed ; and Nature is evidently
employed merely as her handmaid. * Such a place as this,
however, has considerable beauty, and excites much in-
terest, in a country like Scotland, where bold natural sce-
nery so much abounds, by the striking contrast which
it exhibits to the general aspect of the surrounding terri-
tory.

In the parish of Midcalder, about the time of the re-
formation, Sir James Sandilands appears to have been 2
man of considerable distinction. Being a knight of Mal-
ta, he was raised to the preceptory of Torphichen, in the
county of Linlithgow, where the order to which he be-
longed had their principal residence in Scotland, and where
the ruins of their house and chapel are still to be seen. He
was engaged in several important negotiations during the
reformation of religion in Scotland ; and when popery was
overturned, the preceptory of Torphichen was converted
into a temporal barony ; and it, together with the title and
dignity of a lord of parliament, was conferred on Sir
James, for which he immediatcly paid 10,000 crowns,
and became bound that 509 merks should be paid annu-
ally to the sovereign by him, and those who should suc-
ceed him. The title has remained in the family ever
since.

In the same parish, two clergymen of the name of
Spottiswood, the father and son, were distinguished men
in former times. Mr John Spottiswood, the father, was
parson here during the tempestuous period of the refor-
mation ; he was afterwards appointed superintendant of
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the churches in Lothlan, Merse, and Teviotdale. These mem:‘
superintendants were a sort of dignitaries in the Scottish «w——y—
church, who were established after the bishops had lost
their power, but before the presbyterian form of govern- :
ment had been brought to its perfection so as to equalize
the whole clergy. The son of this superintendaat suc-
ceeded him as parson of Calder, but was afterwards, on
the temporary restoration of the hierarchy, made archbis
shop of Glasgow. He was one of the privy-counsellors of
James the Sixth; he crowned Charles the First in! the
chapel of Holyroodhouse ; and died archbishop of St An-
drew’s. He wrote a history of the church of Scotland.
A house, and part of the furniture belonging to. hlm, rea
mained at Midcalder within these few years.

In the parish of Kirknewton, the celebrated Dr William Dr Cullen,
Cullen, physician in Edinburgh, was proprictor of the
estate of Ormiston hill, and he lies interred in the churchs
yard of Kirknewton. This gentleman’s great talents as
a teacher of medicine, as a practical physician, and as a2
philosopher, are universally known and acknowleged.
He taught in succession different classes in the university
of Edinburgh ; and in all of them he at once démonstrated
the superiority of his own powers, and gave greater in~
terest than it had formerly possessed to whatever subject
he endeavoured to illustrate. He held the chair of che-
mistry before that science had received those wonderful
improvements which in modern times have rendered it so
engaging as well as useful. Even then, however, his sa-
gacity not only rendered it interesting, but pointed to-
wards some of those discoveries which have since become
of so much practical utility, and have thrown so much
light upon the operations of nature. This was particularly
the case with regard to a part of the doctrine of heat. He
pointed out the singular and important fact of cold being

Z2
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generated by evaporation, or that this is the mode in
which heat, in'many bodies, equalizes or distributes itself..
Thus, water never rises above. 212 degrees of heat, be-
cause at that point a rapid evaporation commences, which
carries off whatever additional heat can be thrown into it.
This, no doubt, every body knows:; but it ought to be
remembered, that for ages the fact had not been under-
stood, and that the acuteness of the man who first disco-
vered it must have been superior to that of former labour-
ers in the same department. It is, indeed, the fate of the
labours of men’ of true science, that,unless in the judge-
ment. of the wise, thley do ‘not lead to very lasting re-
nown. Time, and the patient observation of successive
minds, are necessary to the investigation of nature ; each
individual can only add a moderate portion to the great
fabric: of science ; and future times, raised to a more ele-
vated station by the efforts.of successive investigators of
truth, dre apt to look back with neglect upon the industry
of those who-laid the foundation of the structure. 'Boyle
is scarcely now remembered as a chemist, though his in-
genuity was great, and his labours most valuable and ex-
tensive ; and, in the progress of science, the time will no
doubt arrive, and its arrival is to be regarded as a consum-
mation devoutly to be wished, when the labours of La-
voisier in chemistry, of Cullen in'medical science, and of
other philosophers in those branches of knowledge which
of late-have been most successfully improved, will be ne-
glected, in consequence of the superior progress and more
extensive attainments of future times. This, however,
will not diminish the just estimation due to those active
and penetrating minds who accelerate the’ progress of
science, and thereby produce that very superiority of in-
telligence which ultimately causes themselves to be for-

a

gotten. - ! ¢
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© Dr Cullen extended  his tesearches much beyond the Eminent
haracters.

merc labours of his profession. He was an ardent specti v v

lator in agriculture. In the year 1758,-he delivered to a
number of his friends and favourite pupils nine lectures on
the subject of agriculture. In these he endeavoured to ex-
plain the principles of that art; and is said to have pointed
out the chief practical improvements which have since
been adopted in it in this country, and have augmented, in
& most remarkable degree, the preductive powers of the
soil. . The justness of his principles he demonstrated by
his practice on the lands of Ormiston hill, which; though
naturally of an ungrateful soil, rendered worse by im-
memorial bad management, and situated in an unfavour-
able climate, he raised, in a few years, to a surprising
degree of culture and fertility. Early in life he was
proficient in botany, and was the first person in Scotland
who understood the Linnzan system, and recommended
the study .of it to his pupils at a time when it met with
much opposition from cthers. In his gardens and plea-
sure grounds of Ormiston hill he forined an extensive col-
lection of rare trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants. The
cultivation of these, and the accurate determination of their
species, afforded him always an agreeable relaxation from
the more serious studies and labours of his profession. But,
however much he may have been distinguished as a philo-
sopher, and as a teacher of science, Dr Cullen was perhaps
still more remarkable for his urbanity of manners, and the
humanity of his character. In Edinburgh his students had
at all times easy access to him. He paid particular atten-
tion to great numbers of them, and introduced the prac-
tice, which still"exists, that when any student of medicine
attending the university falls into sickness, he receives gra-
tuitously the atiendance of any one or more of the medi-
cal professors whose assistance he may think fit to re-

~
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quest. While he resided in the country, Dr Cullen testified

gratis on every occasion of distress, and attended them as
anxiously as those of the first rank in the realm, for whom
he daily prescribed. In this he seemed to be of the opi-
nion of his famous predecessor Dr Boerha_\ave, who used
to say, that the poor were the best patients, for God is
their paymaster.

A great part of the property of the county of Midlothian
appéars to have been at some period or other possessed by
men connected with the profession of the law. Fromnd the vi-
cinity of the capital, when such men acquired wealth, they
would naturally endeavour to lay it out in the purchase of
lands here, as not withdrawing them far from the scene of
their employment. At the'same time, the v1cm1ty of a ca-~
pital, by the habits of expence which it introduces, is unfa-
vourable to the preservation of riches. Accordingly, before,
families were protected by strict entails, many changes of:
property here occurred. Still, however, a considerable
portion of territory remains possessed by persons whose
ancestors acquired it in the profession of the law. In the

Sir Thomas parish of Currie, Sir Thomas Craig of Riccarton was lord

Craig,

advocate, and the defender, in a learned treatise, of the in-
dependence of his country, and the expounder of the feu-
dal system. Being a man of singular modesty, he refu-
sed the honour of knighthood, nor would he ever give the
king an opportunity of conferring it upon him. He en-
joyed it, however, during his life without any creation,
which was still a higher honour, by the express order of
the sovereign. The Scots of Maleny, father and son,
were likewise eminent lawyers at the same period, and
the latter had a seat upon the bench. Sir John Skene of
Curriehill, lord register in the reign of James the Sixth,

was of a family nearly related to the blood royal. Su‘



Univ Calif - Digitized by Microsoft ®



LAWRISTON ,LINLITHGOWSHIRE



MIDLOTHIAN. 859

James Skene, his son, was president of the court of ses. Eminent
Characters.

e et

sion.

The late Dr William Wilkie was minister of Ratho, Dr Wilkic.

till, in 1760, he was appointed professor of natural phi-
losophy in the ‘university of St Andrews. This gentle-
man, along with some peculiarities of character, such as
that of encumbering his person with an e¢normous quan:
tity of clothes to keep himself warm, possessed very dis-
tinguished talents and extensive knowledge. In particu-
lar, he wrote an epic poem, which he entitled the Epigo-
niad, and which possesses great poetical merit, He was,
however, undoubtedly unfortunate in the choice of his sub-
ject. ‘It is evident that a piece of Grecian history could
not well furnish materials for an epic poem which would
prove highly interesting in Britain. Homer and Virgil
judiciously selected, as objects of description, the early he-
roes of their own country, whom tradition had reported to
be founders of states, or ancestors of the people: who were
to peruse their works. Voltdire did the same; and the
great English epic poet, Milton, not finding a suitable
subject in English history, adopted one which conld nos
fail to prove interesting to mankind, or at least to the
Christian world at large.  But the Epigoniad of Wilkie,
containing the siege of a Grecian town, necessarily con-
tains nothing which could interest his own countrymen in
the fortunes of his heroes ; and from its resemblance to:
Pope’s Homer, it appears to our feelings nothing more
thaii a mere imitation or continuation of that book.

In the parish of Cramond is an ancient mansion, which, [ .y of
with the lands adjacent, was the property of the celcbra- Lauriston,

ted John Law of Lauriston, and still bélongs to his fami-
ly. He was a bold speculator in the slippery science of
political economy, while that science was still in its infan-
<y. - Having published upon that subject previous to the
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CE;’:::;i treaty of union, when Scotland still possessed an indepen-
w—— dent legislature, he attracted the notice, and obtained the
implicit confidence, of many persons of high rank:. At the
time when the Scots were extremely dispirited, and their
commeree severely injured by the failure of the Darien
expedition, and the lasses sustained by the African com-
pany, Law brought forward a project, which-was instan-
taneously to exalt Scotland to the highest pitch of riches
and prosperity. It appears to have been. founded upon the
erroneous notion, which was long prevalent among specu-
lative men, that as current money is the representative of
lands and goods, there may be at any time circulating mo-
ney in a country equal to the whole price of all the lands
and goods belonging to the nation ; the money and the
property being regarded as the representatives and coun-
terparts of each other. It was likewise supposed that this
money might safely be made to consist of paper or pro-
missory notes ; and thus it was thought, that, by issuing
abundance of notes on the security of lands and goods,
money might be made to abound in such an enormous de-
gree, that the Scots would be enabled to equal, in their
activity and commercial enterprises, the wealthy states of
England and Holland. Now that farther experience has
instructed mankind better upon this subject, it seems
strange that so obvious a fact should have been overlook-
ed, as that money only represents goods or lands which
are brought to market ; and that 1 in the course of one day
a guinea may pass through ten different hands, or may
become the means of buying and selling ten times its own
value in goods. Thus in the course of a year, a guinea
may represent property to the amount of two or three
thousand times its own worth. Law’s project for the ex-
altation of Scotland consisted of constituting a council of
trade, under the controul of parliament, with power to 1ss
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sue notes, which were to be circulated in three ways: Cl}"-l:nri:l::s._
1s¢, By purchasing lands, and paying the price in these ‘e
notes; 2d/y, By purchasing lands at a full price, to be paid

in these notes ; but with a power of redemption for a cer-

tain time in favour of the seller ; and, Jastly, By lending

mobhey to proprietors of land at’ ordinary interest, to the °

extent of two-thirds of thie value of their land. It was al-

ledged that the security of the notes-would be undoubted,

being thus uniformly fixed upon’land; and that they

would be - preferred to gold and silver. And it was pro-

posed to declare them a legal tender of payment, or to

compel the acceptance of them in all transactions.

The Scottish nation have usually been extremely fond
of novelties, and ready to run eagerly into them. On this °
occasion, however, a majority of the parliament resolved
that it was improper to oblige.the public to recelve paper
money-of any sort. The scheme is said to have been
considered as extremely practicablé ; but an apprehension
was entertained, that, by means of Law’s scheme, govern-
ment would become the-creditor, and thereby the master-
of every‘ proprietor of land in the nation.

Law, thus unsuccessful in procuring the acceptance of
his scheme in his own country, next visited the principal
cities on the continent of Europe. His personal address, and
his uncommon skill and success as a gamester, procured
him countenance and support in all countries, He settled at
last in Paris,” and was there during the regency of the
Duke of Orleans as guardian of Louis XV. The expen-
sive wars by which the ambition of Louis XIV. had ex-
hausted France, had brought the national finances into such
a state of embarrassment, that a bankruptcy on the part of
government seemed inevitable. Law stood forward at this
critical juncture with projects for creating paper money ;
in which he alledged that no nation could sufficiently
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abotind, - With 2 people much more volatile, and enthu~
siastically fond of novelties, than the Scots, his projects
were received with boundless avidity ; and he speedily
rose to the office of comptroller-general of the finances of
France—an office equivalent to that of prime minister.
He created, what ‘had not been permitted in Scotland, a
royal bank, and united with it the plan of a company for
colonizing the great territory of Louisiana ; the access to
which territory being by the river Mississippi, gave to his
project the name of the Mississippi system. His project pro-
duced its natural effect. As no provision was made for pre-
serving the credit of the paper money, either by giving spe~
cie in exchange for it on demand, or by making the quan-
tity so small, that its credit might be supported by its being
received in payment of the usual taxes, it soon sunk in
value ; and-along with it the shares of the company for
colonizing Louisiana sunk almost to nothing. The royal
bank and the company became at once insolvent, and along
with them the government itself. Law was under the ne-
cessity of flying from the kingdom to escape the fury of a
people who had recently looked up to him with a sort of
adoration, and expected to attain to boundless riches by
his ingenuity. He ultimately retired to Venice; where,
in the year 1729,in the fifty-eighth yeat of his age, he
died in obscurity and indigence. His property, however,
in thé parish of Cramond (Lauriston) still belongs to his
family, who from his time have been settled in France.
It is in the memory of every one, that the ratification of
the short-lived treaty of peace, concluded during the ad-
ministration of Mr Addington, was brought to London by
an aid-de-camp of Bonaparte, citizen Lauriston, the own-
er of the'mansion of that name.

In the same parish of Cramond, Barnton ‘was at one
time the property of the family of Balmerinoch. John
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Elphinston, second Lord Balmerinoch, a nobleman noted Cﬁ;ﬂrﬁgﬁ* \
for his spirited opposition to the tyrantical proceedings of wmmm e
Charles I. for which he narrowly escaped losing his head,

and for being the best friend that the covenanters ever

had, as he spent a great fortune in support of their causes

This family appears to have changed sides ; for-Arthur,

sixth Lord Balmerinoch, was beheaded on the Tower-hill

of London, on the 18th of August 1746, on account of his

having supported the Stuart family in the unfortunate res

bellion of the preceding year.

Sir Thomas Hope of Granton, advocate to Charles K sir Thoms
was one of the most distinguished lawyers at the Scottish FHoPe-
bar, and gave great assistance towards the establishment
of the presbyterian mode of worship. Royston, in the
same parish, was the residence of Sir George M‘Kenzie, Sir George
; . 3 . M¢‘Keuzie.
afterwards Earl of Cromarty. His voluminous and in-
genious writings upon theology and municipal law, and
his zeal for the advancement of literature, might have
gained to him an honourable fame, and the gratitude of
future times; but his memory has been rendered justly
odious by his having prostituted his talents in subseryien-
¢y to the unprincipled politics of the two last princes of
the Stuart family.

It ‘may be remarked, that in the parish of St Guth« Lord Na
bert’s, south-west from Edinburgh castle, stands on an'
eminence an ancient building, called Merchiston tower,
which was the residence of the celebrated Napier of Mer-
shiston, the inventor of the logarithms. In ancient times,
every baron, or proprietor of lands holding immediately
of the erown, was bound to dttend the king when sum-
moned to parliament. This was considered as a grievous
hardship by the petty barons; and accordingly, as a mate
ter of favour, theéy obtained permission to send delegates,
whose expences they defrayed in the same manner es had
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Cf::z:?:s been. previously done by the ‘boroughs.  Still, however,
t—~ such barons as thought fit, or could ‘afford the expence,
continued personally to attend in parliament. The family
of Napier are said t¢ have been of this number’; and upon
that footing, to this day, to retain their pr1v1leges as lords

of the Scottish parliament.
]udgc-Ad- In the parish of Glencross, the character of James Philp,
hilp g sq. of Greenlaw there, is worthy of notice. He was
educated as a lawyer under Heineccius, Vitriarius, and
other eminent *civilians in Germany and Holland. Socon
~after his return from abroad, he was appointed judge of
the high court of admiralty. His profound knowledge in
"maritime law enabled him to execute this office for many
years with much reputation. He was a man noted and
beloved for the mildness and urbanity of his mind and
manners ; but he appears also to have been a man of in-

flexible rectitude.

In the year 1754, the gentleman, who wa$ afterwards
admiral Sir Hugh Palliser, was commander of the Sea-
horse man of war lying in the roads of Leith. A man,
under indentures as an apprentice, had been enlisted as a

_ sailor on board this ship. On a petition from his master,
and on production of the indenture, judge Philp granted
a warrant to bring the man ashore to be examined. A
messenger went on board to apprehend him ; but wastold
by Captain Palliser, that he considered himself as subject
only to the lords of the admiralty, and that he would not
suffer the man to go ashore. Upon this the messenger,

* with his blazon on his breast, broke his rod of peace,

- and reported this illegal act of deforcement to the admiralty
court. The judge, Mr Philp, then graﬁted a warrant to
apprehend Captain Palliser himself, and to commit him

to prison. No attempt was made to execute this warrant

till Captain Palliser accidentally came on shore, when he
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was’ instantly scized and imprisoned. Nextday he Wascga‘;’ilc‘::r;
brought into court, and refused to submit to its Jurisdice oo
tion, asserting that he held his commission from the board
of admiralty, to which alone he was responsible for his -
conduct. He was therefore sent back to prison, where he
remained about six weeks, till the apprentice was deliver~
ed up to his master. When the case was reported by the
Earl of Findlater, then lord high admiral of Scotland, te
Lord Ghancellor Hardwick, the latter remarked, that “he
was a bold judge who had done this; but what he had
done was right.”” * This high-spirited conduct, from a
man of uncommonly mild manners like Mr Philp, met
with universal approbation. It reminded his countrymen
of the belaviour of the English Chief-Justice Hall, who,
in the court of king’s bench, ordered the speaker of the
house of commons, attended by a committee, to take him-
self away, assuring him, that if he did not instantly de-
part he would commit him to Newgate though the whole
house of commons were in his belly.

* It is said, however, to this day, by the Scottish dons
vivans, or lovers of good wine, whe are not few, that Sir
Hugh Palliser obtaired a severe revenge against the Scots
on account of the affront he sustained in the above affair.
Before the treaty of union French wines had been sub-
jected, on their importation to Scotland, to very triﬂirig,
or rather to no duties.” They were therefore imported in
great abundance ; and claret was universally used by all
persons in easy circumstances. After the treaty of union,
and after what is called the Metbven treaty with Portugal,
by which the Portuguese wines obtained a preference in
Britain, the French winesbeing thereby subjected to double
‘duties, the British ministry avoided enforcing the law in
Scotland. They had two reasons for this. In the firsz
place, Scotland was considered as a poor country, the re- '
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they did not wish to render the union unpopular; by vio-
lently attacking, or attempting to alter the ancient habits
of thé people. Accordingly; they connived at the im-
portation fo Scotland of French wines under the name of
Portuguese wines. - It is said, however, with what truth
we know not; that Sir Hugh Palliser; on his rettrn to
England, represented Scotland as now become 4 wealthy
and luxurious country s remonstrated with ddministration
against their past conduct; in allowing the revenue to be
defrauded annually of a large sum of money ; and threat-
ened; that unless the law should be enforced; he would en:
deavour to bring the subject before the public in England.
A British ministry has always sifficient oceasion for mo-
ney. Sir Hugh Palliser having thus pointed out 4 quar:
ter where it might be obtained without the troublesome
necessity of having recourse to a jealous house of com-
mons, his remonstrances were favourably listened to, and
the collectors of the revenue in Scotland were instructed
1o enforce the law telative to Frénch wines. This was for-
some time accomplished with difficulty. The deep bays or
friths, which run far into the couniry of Scotland, afforded
great opportunities for smuggling, at a time when the
British navy did not possess that abselute dominion over
the ocean which it has since acquired. When seizures
were made, the juries in’,exchequer, during a long period,
would never confess themselves able to distinguish the
taste of French from that of Portuguese wines.  -Their
verdicts were thevefore almost uniformly against the
crown. Nor was this spirit absolutely got quit of till the
early part of Mr Pitt’s administration, when the duties
upon wine were reduced under the management of the ex-
cise.’

The Jate William Tytler, Esq. of Woodhouselce, alse
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belonged to the same parish of Clencrass. * His Inguiry Eminent
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into the Evidence against Mary Queen of Scots Was the et

means of producing a very considerable alteration in the
opinion of the world concerning the conduct and charac=
ter of:that unfortunate princess.. Besides historical re-
searches, he was also remarkable. for his leamingy and
taste in the belles lettres. . He rescued from oblivion tha
curious fragment of antiquity, the King’s Quair; a poem
written by James the First of Scotland during his capti=
vity in England. This remarkable poem, written near
400 years 2go, is mentioned by some old writers; but was
supposed to be lost. Mr Tytler was so fortunate as to
discover it among the Seldenian manuscripts in the Bod«
leian library, and printed .it for the first time in the year
1783, accompanied with a very learned and judicious
.commentary. There are two fine Scots poems, formerly
of uncertain origin, The Eagle and Robin Redbreast, and
The Vision, which, from careful inguiry, he restored to
their genuine author, Allan Ramsay. From personal
knowledge he also ascribed to that poet the whale merit
of the Gentle Shepberd ; of which, by detraction, or by
mistake, he had been in part deprived.

Mr Tytler was also a master of the musical art. He
wrote an ingenious dissertation upon the Scottish mu-
sic.  He was a zealous promoter of the musical society at
Edinburgh, which we formerly mentioned; and in his
early ycars he sometimes performed upon the German
flute in the concerts given by that society.

The late Reverend Dr William Robertson, principal Dr Robert-
of the university of Edinburgh, was born in the parish of "

Borthwick, of which his father was the minister. The
works of this celebrated historian are too extensively
known to render it necessary here to make any.remarks
concerning them. He was extremely fortunate in the

\
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~choice of the subjects of which he treated ; adliat thie
same time, by his mode of discussion, he gave to them a
degree of interest, of which the public had not previously
supposed them capable. This was particularly the case
with regard to his history of Scotland, &nd of Charles the
Fifth. In both cases, nations are exhibited during a sort
of revolutionary period, in which they never fail ‘to pro-

.duce bold and striking characters. and’ singular events.

In both these cases, however, Dr Robertson was fortu-
nate in finding, in the person of Charles the Fifth, and in -
the unfortunate Queen Mary, individual figures, -capable
of being broyght forward insuch 2 striking light'as might

-powerfully seize and interest the attention of mankind;

and thus confer upon the writings of a general historian
much of that power to engage our feelings, which in other
cases is apt to belong exclusively to writers upon biogra-

The style of Dr Robertson’s writings was also calcula-
ted to gain considerable favour. All his periods are.swell-
ing, and polished with the utmost care, and are calculated
to please the ear without offending the taste by the intro-
duction of any foreign idiom, or of high-sounding and un-
usual ‘words and phrases. At the same time his style
is very far from being destitute of redundancy. It is

" more artful than that of Gibbon, because’ the art is less

apparent. . But it is evident that this historian was at least
as anxious about the structure of the sentences in which
his details are enunciated, as about the details themselves.
He never descends from liis dignity, like the historian of
England, Hume, or assumes the tone of easy and negligent
narrative.  In other respects, Dr Robertson never forgets
in his writings that he is a churchman, or ventures to ha-
zard a sentiment, of which he is not certain that all the

2
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world will readily approve: He was awriter of too much E::::f:;.
prudence to earn the praise of grcat orlgmahty of thought. w— —

Dr Robertson in his time was; in B certain department,Dr Roberts
an orator and a political leader. In former times, the :f;l' ,ll’;i"
General Assembly of the church of Scotland, or ecclesi-.
astical parliament; possessed a considérable degree of jnw
fluence, in consequence of the popularity of the clergy,
who form thé majority of members; and in tonsequence
(of the respectability and distinguished rank of the lay
members, it was always considered as an object of impor=
tance by govérnment to retain an influence over this body.
Queen Ann’s tory ministry repealed a statute, which vest-
ed the right of patronage of all churches in Scotland in
the proprietors of land; and the elders of the parish, and
festored the former law of patronage; which placed a great
proportion of the livings in the gift of the crown, and thé
remainder in the gift of great proprietors of land. This
law of patronage was considered as a great grievance by
the popular or most zealous presbyterian party ; and as
the church courts, with the General Assembly at their
bead, try the qualifications of the individuals whom the
patrons nominate to be ministers of parishes; an attempt
was madé through this medium to counteract the law of
patronage: The candidate nominated to a church by the
patron was attempted to be considered by the church courts
as unqualified for the office; if a considerable proportion
of the congregation did not consent to receive him as their
spiritual pastor. Thus under the mamm, Vox popuh vox
Dei, the populace were allowed a negative upon the pa-
tron’s nomination. Government always attempted, on
the other hand; to procure 4 majority in the Genéral As-
sembly to support the nomination of the patron to every
vacant church, without regard to the question, whether the
person nominated was acceptable to the congregation ot

Vor. L Aa
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nét? - Dr Robertson acted, during a great part of his life,.
as the leader of the party of government, or moderate

party as they were called ; whose object was to repress the

religious zeal of the people, and to restrain the church

courts from encouraging that zeal, by opposing the law

of patronage. In this character his conduct was tempe-

rate bat vigorous. Being not only supported by govern-

ment, but by the current of the age, his party was at last

completely successful. - The General Assembly ceased to

interfere in opposing the establishment in churches of any.
candidate nominated by the legal patron, providing his

character and talents were unexceptionable, and disregard-

ed entirely the opinion of the congregation. The result’
naturally was, that as this was the principal subject of
discussion that came before the ¢hurch courts, when it was.
at an end, they ceased to be interesting to the publie ; and

hence the theatre on which Dr Robertson acted may be

considered as in some measure destroyed by the success of

his exertions.

About the time of the civil wars in Britain, the name
of the parson of Duddingston was Monteith. Having
been so unmindful of his character and office as to engage
‘in an illicit amour with a lady of rank in the neighbour-
hood, he found himself under the necessity of flying from
the scene of his disgrace and degradation. He repaired
to France, and immediately applied for employment to the-
celebrated Richlien. He told him he was of the Mon-
teith family in Scotland. The cardinal remarked, that he
was well acquainted with the Monteiths, and desired to
know to what branch of the family he pertained. The
exiled parson, whose father had been a common fisherman
in the salmon trade of the Forth somewhere above Alloa,
was not put out of countenance, but readily answered that
‘he was of the Monteiths of- Salmon-net (de Salmon-net ).,
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klcf)heu acknowledged that he had mot heard of that Population,
branch ; but admitted; with becoming ¢andour; that not- 1_8-‘:-...4
withstanding his ignorance, it might be 2 very illustrious

~ family. He received Monteith 4inder his patronage, and

. soon advanced him to be his secretary ; in which situation

he wrote and publlshed some essays; which were admired

in that age as specimens of the remarkable purity of style

and facility of diction which a foreigner could attain J.n

the French language.

OF the population of this county; as of all the rest of
Scotland, three “different enumerations have been made.
One was obtained in 1755 by the late Reverend Dr Web-
ster of the city of Edmbnrgh from the clergymen of the
different parishes throughout Sootland A second was
obtained by Sir John Sinclair, Baronet from the clergy-
men also; with a view towards the compilation of the Sta=
tistical Account of Scotland; between the years 1790 and
1797. The third enumeration was made in 1801 under
the population act. The following is the result of these
enumerations.

Ais
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1155, 17190-7. 18014
bl it r”l:"cnsfx!s. '(l)c,cuﬁigions.'
A0 Total
Parishes..  |Personsll Persons 3 %,EE é g f
S 5 J285q2 nT Persons.
ol Bl ST
Borthwick o4« 4 yoﬂ 8s58] 409 435 148" 56] 668 842
Calder, Mid ... ...| 1369] 1251J 486] 5280 121] 104} 482 1014
Ditto, West ... .| r204] 12808 558 629 417] 291 477 1185
Carrington or ? y o g
Primroses: § |- 555 329 198 2mf 9o 19 8§ 409
Cockpen.o....| 640l 1123) 8oy 874] 296 647 738 1681
Collington .....| 792 13951 653] 744 161} 158] 334 1397
gorstorphiriaed. «oo] 993l 10371 356/ 484] x5l B8 637 40
N é ; : <o
“boégh dm,s;_;,n} vass) 1485] 687] 716 668 359 376 1403
Cranston ... ... 725  839) 421] 474] 84 45| 766 895
Crichton..coovod "6l gocd] 419l 5040 o4l 49} 78d 923
Cuarrie ..o o0 12298 1300 536 5760 244 a21| 7490 1112
Dalkeith... . } 3110 4366} 1666 2240 22{ 914 zg;p 3906
Duddmgston 980 orcfl 448 5551 54| 67] 880 1003f
Fala, dmburgh : g o . ;
division . v §| 317 372 toy 133 201 23 183 234
Glencross .. ..o .| 557l 385§ 193f 199 138] =13l 130 390
Heriot . .o .ov. .| 209 3oof 156] 164 50| 14] 256 32¢
Inveresk and 6 6. 8l 66
Musselburgh 4045 5392 3143] 3401 533 1743) 432 &l
Kirkliston .. o oo o | z14] 229 379  s¢l 21} 441}
Kirknewton ... .{ 11570 812 s24] 547 339 79 655 1071
Lasswade .. ....| 21908 3soocll 15990 1771] 724 459| 2165] 3348
Liberton oo oo | 2903l 3457|f 1629) 1936f 155] 683] 54| 3565
Newbattle, o oo .| 1430l 1295[. 625 %03] 302] 60 966] 1328
Newton ....... | 2190l 1135l 497 5631 107] 23| 93¢] 1060
| Pennycuick . . 8gcl 1721)f 7471 958} 497F 669| 539/ 1705}
'Ratho .svvvuue] 030 825 451] 55¢] woc] 90 Byl 987
Stow . ....eeu .| 1294 1400 0571 919] 259 105| 1492} 1876]
Temple .......| oosll 5931 409 446} 113}, 104] 638 85|
32616] 39397118863[21531| 6218] 7116[23346] 40394]
City of Edinburgh [57796] 8325835361/47190] 1 540|13920[66910] 82560
Total .. .. 904:2'(22655 54224/68730| 7758l21036l90256122954}
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Fragments of the parishes of Cramond and Kirkliston POPﬂatwﬂ.

are in Linlithgowshire or West Lothian; and a part of w._v__a
the parish of Fala is in Haddingtonshire or East Lothian.
The population of the parts of these parishes belonging to
this county has been discriminated in the repotis made out
under the population act; but it was not thought neces-
sary to do so in the previous reports, which were merely
parochial, and did not relate to counties. But although a
part of the parish of Stow is in Selkirkshire, the entireé
population of that parish is stated under this county in the
report made ouf under the population act. .

Many of the most important branches of moral sciénce Value of in
are still in their infancy ; and in particular the principles ;2;;?:{,‘:,‘:
are yet very defectively understood upon which the pros-
perity of nations depends. Even the circumstances which
give rise t0 an augmentation or diminution in the popula-
tion of a country are ill understood ; and much less has
the connection been yet sufficiently perceived between po-
pulation and national prosperity. It is possible for a
people to be numérous, and yet to be poor and ignorant,
as we understand to be the case with regard to a conside-
rable portion of Ireland, and of many parts of the conti-
nent of Europe. It is also possible for a nation to be nu-
merous, and yet, like the Chinese, to be extremely weak,
and unfit to defend their prosperity against a vigorous ag-
gresion. It is likewise possible for a state to send out’
annually a large proportion of its youth for the purpose
of extending its empire in unfriendly climates, from which
few of them indeed can be expected to return ta deposit
their ashes in their native land ; and yet the same state
may be all the while augmenting with considerable rapi-
dity its population at home. This has actually, in 2 con-
siderable degree, been the case with the British islands.

During the last half of the late century, independent of
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POPu&l:ﬁOﬂnthc destruction occasioned by sanguinary wars, and of the
‘—y— numbers lost by voluntary emigration to North America,
the population of Britain has suffered a severe and con-
stant drain for the purpose ‘of extending and maintaining
the cultivation of the West India islands, and to acquire
and maintain our empire over Hindostan ; yet during all
that time, instead of the population of the British islands
being diminished, or their strength injured, as was feared
by some politicians, the people have been becoming more
numerous at home ; -while, at the same time, the riches
which have been derived from our foreign possessions,
and which ultimately centre in this country, together with
the increasing skill which has been 'acquired in agricul-
ture, and in every other art, have enabled every class of
persons to live in a style of far superior comfort and lux-
ury to that which was known to their ancestors. It ap-
pears that, like every other commodity, men 2nd women
increase in a country in proportion to the demand that ex-
ists for them. The productive powers of nature in this
respect are almost unbounded ; and it is now evident, that
the way to obtain a numerous population in any country
is precisely the same with that which ought to be adopted
for producing abundance of corn, or of any other article
created by human industry. Procure a good market, or
facility of disposing to advantage of the commodity, and
it will not fail to abound. Permit a free cxportation, or,
in othier words, shew to parents that there is little difficul-
2y in providing for their children, and there is no doubt that
#he country will overflow with people. Here we cannot
avoid noticing the strange inconsistency, on alate occa-
sion, and short-sightedness of the British legislature upon
: this subject. It'encourages, and even gives a bounty, in
certain cases, for the exportation of grain, for the purpose
of encouragmg agriculture ; whileat the same time, w1tb?
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in these two years, it has passed an act, restraining very POPMatwn,
severely the number of passengers to be received on board ——v—-‘
ships, with the view -of rendering emigration extremely .
difficult. The effect of this last statute can only be to
discourage marriages, and thereby to injure the -sources

of population at home. Scotland has at all times been
accustomed to- pour forth myriads of its youth into fo-

reign countries ; yet the very frugal mode of subsistence

which long prevailed,fand in the remoter districts still
prevails, in this country, completely demonstrates, that

at least a sufficient sumber remain at home to consume all

that the country produces, or ever produced. -Indeed the

poverty of the common people, and the cheapness of their

wages, when compared with their good education, is a

proof that they were at all times’ sufficiently numerous.

As it appears, therefore, that this important subject is
not yet in all its parts completely understood, it seems pro-
per here to notice, as minutely-as possible, the causes of
the alteration which has occurred in the population of
particular districts or parishes. To avoid prolixity, how-
ever, we shall only do so in this and some particular dis-
tricts, which may serve as a sufficient example of the ge-
neral progress of the country.

In the parish of Borthwick, the population has declined gogyick.
during the last fifty years. 'The reason is sufficiently ‘
obvious: It is an agricultural district, into which no ma-
nufactures have been introduced. In such situations, how-
ever, the population has necessarily decreased. By the
improvement of the agriculture of the country, the soil is
more completely subducd, or better cleaned and pulveri-
sed than formerly. Less labour, therefore, both of men
and cattle, is necessary for the management of it. The
plough is now an instrument conducted by one man and
two horses ; whereas formerly four horses at least, toge,
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PQPU"U% ther with two men, were necessary for the same purpose,
‘-'v--' By the accumulation of capital, also, in the hands of farm-

Midcalder.

ers, one of tliem is now enabled to occupy three or four
times as much land as was done by his predecessors; and
thus there are fewer families of farmers left in the coun-
try.. The improvement of the roads, and the universal
use of wheel-carriages, is also a cause of depopulation to
the country ; because all the- fruits of the earth are now
carried to market by less expence of human labour than
formerly, :

: Thus we see that the 1mprovement of agriculture, and
of the mpde of conducting the different sorts of labour con-
nected with it, has a tendency to diminish the population
of the cquntrj, and to send the superfluous inhabitants to
towns in sca,rcli of employment. At the same time, after
all, the diminution of the population in this parish is not
great. The soil of Midlothian, by superior cultivation,
now produces, in the opinion of the most skilful persons,
nearly three times the quantity of food for men and cattle
that it did in the year 1740 ; and it appears, that where
there is abundance of food, men and women will contrive to -
exist and to get a share of it. Here the average number of
annual marriages, in the parish alluded to, is 8, of baptisms
20, and of burials 15; but the people here, as well as else-
where, are apt to neglect the registration of baptisms, and
the burials are not always of persons residing in the pa-
rish, because many persons endeavour to bury their kin.,
dred in the parish in which they were born.  As a simi.
lar interchange takes place in almost all parishes, this cir-
cumstance is noway hostile to calculation. The propor
tion of persons to each family is about 4 or 47.

In Midcalder, the population is represented as having
so much fncreaséd, that there seems reason to suspect thag
the enymeration was incorrect in 1755. It is said to have
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been _tpen the decline during the last 30 years, from the Poplgmoil
cause already mentioned; that of an improving agriculture, ‘e ——w
and the extension of farms, Previous to that period, the
population may have been upori the increase, in conse-

quence of this being upon the great Glasgow road, and of
considerable quantitfes of waste land being at that time re«

duced under the plough, which now require little labour,

In three years there were in this parish 23 marriages, and

97 baptisms,

In the parish of West Calder, where the average num- WCSt Ca’ﬂ
ber of individuals to a family is 4 or 4%, the populatxon
is upon the decline; becanse no manufactures are esta~
blished, and the improvement of agriculture has not tend«
ed to angment the populition. The same remark may be
made, and for the same reason, with regard to Carrington
or Primrose, Cramond, Glencross, Kirknewton, Newe
battle, Newton, Ratho, and Temple.” In general, how-
ever, the case has been- different, as will appear from in-
specting the table of population, In the parishes of Cur-
rie and of Collington, the Water of Leith, which runs
through them, may be considered as the cause of their
augmented population ; that is te say, the paper mills
established upon that strearn of water have given employ-
ment to a great multitude of persons, The augmented
population of the parish of Pennycuick is explained in a
similar manner, from the establishment of the cotton work
there, and also of a paper mill. In general; along the
coal field upon the valley of the Esk; the population has
considerabl).r increased ; at least in those parishes in which
goal pits have been opened, and are carried on ; such as
Cockpen, Lasswade, Liberton, and Inveresk.

In the parish of Carrington, the average of births re«
eorded from 1752 to 1762 was 16.5; from 1762 to 1772,
12.5; from 1772 to 1782, 11.5; from 1762 to 1792,

Carrington.
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Poptgztion,g.s. The number of families in 1792 was 5. There

‘ee—y—— were then in the parish nine farmers, one smith, one

f # wright, two weavers, three tailors, one shoe-maker, one
gardener, one small inn-keeper.  The bulk of the rest of
the people were farmers servants and labourers.

Cockpen.  In the parish of Cockpen, the population of 1123 form-
ed 288 families in 1790. The annual average of bap~
tisms for seven years after 1741 was 25. Fora like pe-

Collington. riod after 1784, it was 30. In the parish of Collington,
the register of baptisms runs back with uncommon regu-
larity for 140 years, or to the year 1655. The register
of marriages commences at the same date ; and that of bu-

Dr Walk- rials has been carefully kept from the year 1728. Upon

macks  these registers, the late Reverend Dr Walker, then mi~

' nister of the parish, and professor of natural history in the
university of Edinburgh, made the following remarks in
1797: Upon the register of baptisms he remarked, 152, That
during the above period of 140 years, there were 2447
male and 2268 female children baptized, which fixes the
number of males born, compared to that of females, at

12 to 11 yearly. ' 2d, That in some particular years, the

. births of one sex greatly exceeded the other in number ;
but in the following, or in afew subsequent years, both
sexes return to their ordinary proportion. Notwithstand-

ing many temporary irregularities, the balance at last is
preserved upon the par; yet this is but one among 2 thou-

" sand instances of an immediate, unremitting, superintend-
ing influence, directed by unlimited power and wisdom.
ad, That there are some years in which the inhabitants

are remarkably prolific, compared to what they are” in
others. The number . children born in one year is
sometimes nearly double that in the preceding or subse-
quent year, while the number of inhabitants must have.
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been nearly the same. 4¢3, That the average number of POPuhuOD,
births for 10 years past is 39, and the number of people\._-,,——.c
1395. This allows 37 persons for each birth. 525, That

the average number of births being 39, and the number of

houses or families 313, each annual birth corre'sponds to

cight families.

And he farther remarks, 1sz, That of 4715 children
baptized in this parish, 04 were twins ; therefore one twin
child for 51 children baptized. . 24, That during 17 years,
including the seven dear years, there was no twin birth.
In one particular year, there were three such births. 34,
That in the whole period, the male twin children were to
the female as 40 to 54. 4th, That the number of males
prevailed in those years in which male twins were born;
and that of the females in those years in which femals
twins were born.

With regard to marriages he remarks, There has been
-an exact register of marriages kept in this parish from the
year.1655 to the present time. 4

“From that register it appears, 1s¢, That during the pe-
riod mentioned, there are 1395 marriages recorded ; but
reckoning only one half of those marriages where only
one of the jparties was a parishioner, the number would
amount but to 1060. 2d, That from the year 1655 to
1794 inclusive, the baptisms were 4715, and the mar-
riages 1060." During the last 10 years, the baptisms were -
401, and the marriages 91. In both cases the marriages
were less than a fourth, but more than a fifth, compared
to the number of baptisms. 3d, That at present there is
only one marriage annually for 155 inhabitants.

Upon the register of burials for 49 years, he remarks,
152, That the burials were 004 ; during the last 10 years,
175. 'In the former period, the births had been 1696 ; in -
the latter, 394. In both eases the hirths, cempared te the
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?OP“thﬂ» deaths, approach to the proportlon of two to one ; forma
l,-—v- ing a very striking account of the increase of the people in

‘Cramond.

this part of the country. 2d, That the numbet of stran-
gers from other parishes buried here amount at an average
to six persbns annually, which is considerably more than
the number of parishioners buried in other places. 34,
That of the 944 persons buried, 452, or nearly one half,
were children under 14 years of age. 4¢b, That there aré
about 20 deaths annnally, and above 60, perhaps 69, in-
habitants for each annual death. 5t5, That in this, as
well as in all other registers of deaths, there are years
most remarkable for their health, and others for their
mortality. In some cases the causes of this great diffe-
rence are to be observed ; but in others they cannot be
discerned. 625, That near 70 years ago, and even about
50 and 40 years ago, the number of deaths was greater
than at present, though the number of people was cer-
tainly less. The lower ranks, which form the body of
the people, are now lodged, clothed, and fed, in a manner
more friendly to health than in these former times.

In the parish of Corstorphine, a population of 1037 is
divided into 250 families of 4} to each family. The
tradesmen, consisting of tailors, weavers, carpenters, ma-
sons, &c. amount to about 38, and their apprentices to
about seven in number ; but ne manufactures exist.

In the parish of Cramond, the following Table exhibits
the proportion of births and burials in a century,

Baptisms. Burials,
Males. Females, Total.

From 1680 to 1699 . .. 557 515 1072 680
1700 to 1719 ... 543 509 1052 586
1720 to 1739 . . . 513 520 1033 674
1740t0 1759 ... 511 451 962 480
1760 to 1779 . . . 386 373 759 451

Total in a century .. . 2510 2368 4878 2871
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In the parish of Cranston, thé following proportion of POP‘;;“?%
births has been stated. From 1715 to 1726, the males "y
that were born amounted to 112, and the females to 144 ; %™
total 256 ¢ from 1730 to 1750, the number of males was
106, and of males 111; total born 217: and from 1779
to 1790, the males were 90, and the females 95 ; total
185. The annual average of male births; therefore, for
the space of 30 years, is somewhat more than 10, of fe-
male more than 11, and of both nearly 22 yearly. This
statement suggests an important remark. In the parish of
Cranston, the population is increasing, yet we here find the
number of births diminishing. There is no reason to
* doubt, however, that the above statements are perfectly
correct. The actual state of the fact seems to be this, that
in the present times, in consequence of more expensive
modes of livirig, and of higher notions being now enter-
tained of what constitutes a competency, fewer persons en-
ter into the married state than formerly. On the other
hand, the persons who now enter into that state, being bet-
ter able to give proper care and nourishment to their chil-
dren, a greater proportion than formerly grow up to mna-
turity ; and thus the population continué$ to augment,
though the number of births decreases.

In the parish of Crichton, the 4nnual average of births cricheons
for 10 years preceding 1791 was 21, and that of marriages
was 10. The number of persons

Under 10 yearswas.. .. .. 211
Between 10and 20 . . .« . .. 148
20,200.3011s e dunmsbasld3
30:2nd 40 o 5 2 evp s «,10%
40and 50 . U U0 138
50and 60 . V. 0. T3
60and 70 . ¢« . uy . . 58
TR BB 5 5s rasibni s iy LE
gifand gf o oA N LT
90and 100 ... ... I
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P°P"1aﬁ°ﬂ, In Dalkeith, the annual .average of marriages, birthg

u.—,,_ and burials, is as follows: Marriages 32, births 134, bu-

Delkeith. . 1ials 124 ; but the register of births, or rather of baptisms,
is supposed to be mcomplete, as the dissenters are apt to
neglect registrations

Dudding- * In'Duddingston; in the year 1794, when the total po-

i . pulation was 910, the number of births was 45.

Glencross, - In the parish of Glencross; upon an average of eight
years previous to 1792, the births were 60, the marriages
22, and the burials 40 ; the number of- inhabitants being
385: 245 wére unmarried.. In Heriot the annual average
of marriages, births; and deaths, is said to be about four.

- In the parish of Inveresk, including the town of Mus-
selburgh, the following list is given of births, marnages/
and deaths, in seven years :

Baptigms. Marriages. Deaths;

1786 + . . . 203 49 118
178T.... 157 + 34 126
1788 ov ... 211 59 189
1789 . . . < 195 48 121
1790 .. . . 207 47T 149
1791 .. . . 144 31 209
1792 . ...161 47 205

Total 1278 321 1117
Average'182% 455 159%
Kitknew-  In'Kirknewton, the average of births is stated at 26, and
iﬁ;‘; ziclfer' of deaths at 19. - In the parish of Liberton, on an average
of 20 years preceding 1786, there were 130 baptized, 25
couples married, and 102 buried. For 20 years prece-
ding 1725, the annual average of baptisms was 117, of
marriages 20 couples, and of burials 106. = In the parish
of Newbattle, the births, at an average of 10 years, are
cunsidered as amounting annually to 28, the deaths to 32,
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and the marriages to 13 ; but the register of births is ac- POP‘&htwns
counted imperfect. In the parish of Newton, the annual «——w
average of baptisms, previous to 1793 for 10 years, w_as

43, and of marriages 10.

In Pennycuick, the annual average of baptlsms for 10 Penng
years previous to 1713 was 27, of marriages 11. The &
average previous to 1753 of baptisms was 27 annually, of
deaths 26, and of marriages 11. Previous to 1793, the
baptisms . amounted to 41, the marriages to 13, and the
deaths to 42. .In Ratho, the annual average from 1st Ja-
nuary 1782 to Lst January 1792 was of marriages 6%, and
of births 234%, or 65 in all of the former, and 237 of the
latter. In the parish of Temple, an average of baptisms,
marriages, and funerals. taken for 10 years immediately
preceding the year 1733, from the session record, the
average of baptisms in a year was 31%

Marnages TR TR o 4 ]
Funerals Vg o SRR
Preceding the year 1794, the average of 10 years of bap-
tisms in 2 year was « . . . . . . 151
Marriages cogef ook aorod « Homaalis: %
Fopseals o iy it qs: il

We have accounted it necessary to insert these state-
ments relative to the population of this county, on ac-
count of their importance towards the establishment 'of
correct principles in an important branch of political eco-
nomy, to which the notice of the public has of late been
peculiarly attracted by the celebrated essay on the prin-
ciple of population by Mr Malthus of the university of
Cambridge. The above details may not perhaps be ac-
counted sufficiently minute to form the basis of general
principles ; but, with the aid of other circumstances, they
will probably be regarded as of considerable importance, -



384

2l MIDLOTHIAN,

Pomglﬁoﬂ’ In thé upper parts of Midlothian, near. the hills, the
o —— frost frcquently sets in early in the winter, and continues

Discasess

Fongevity,

late in the spring, though in that variable and unsteady
manner to which the whole island is more or-less liable.
Still, however, upon the whole, this territory -appears to
be abundantly healthy, excepting in the case of the small
pox; and other diseases to which children are liable.” Any
fatal epidentic malady is extremely rare; and ‘seldom or
never spreads far. During the yedr which succeeded the
late scarcity, a féver destroyed a considerable number of
,persons of the lower ranks, but chiefly of those residing

- in'towns and villages ; but almost nobody in easy circum-'

stances suffered by it.  The chief diseases to be met with
here are those which result from colds; caught in conse-
quénce of the unsteadiness of the climate, and thé severity
of the easterly winds during the’ spring arid the month of
May. Coughs and other symptoms of ¢old; are apt to be-
come so universil as to give rise to a notion that what is
called the influenza prevails ; but they are only dangerous
to old and infirm people:

Instances of wonderful longevity have ‘occrred in als
most all parts of this county ; and with regard to persons
of a sound and vigorous constitution; and of sober man-
ners, human life is considered nupon' the whole as wonder-
fully secure till ‘an advanced period; that is; till threes
score and ten years, or from thence to 80 years of age:
In the parish of West Calder, in 1796, eight persons

- 4wete alive of from 80 to 90 years of age. In the parish

of Ratho, which is rich and cultivated; and rather a level
district, many instances are said to have lately existed of
ersons who lived to above 90 years of -age. William
itchie, in that parish, lived to above 105 years; and his
brother Adam, who resided in Fountainbridge, reached
196. The latter was twice married, and had 22 children;
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iwo of whom were born after he was 90 years of age; and Longevity.
his wife had a good character. - In the parish of. Currie,
which is in the vicinity; or rather contains a part, of the'
Pentland hills,- instances of very singular longevity have
occun'ed About the year 1 792, died William, Napler at
the advanced age of 113; and till within -five or six years
of his death he followed his usual employment: He remema
bered distinctly the accession of Queen Anne, and some facts
which occurred at the time of the. revolution in 1688.
William Ritchie; a farmer in that pansh, incurred  the
censure bf the ecclesiastical tribunals for his irregular con-
nections with the other sex after he had attained the nme-
tieth year of his age. He lived upwards: of 15 years
thereafter ; and in this. parish, a great part of which is
high and cold, several cotemporary 1nhab1tants have ex-
ceeded the age of 90. In the parish of Borthwnck to hve
upwards of 80 years, is said to be not accounted by .any
means unusual,.or beyond the ordinary endurance of hu-
man life; and the agé of 100 years has been reached by
different individuals. In the parish of Inveresk, which,
as already mentioned; is upon the sea-coast; it was obser-
ved by the clergyman in 11795, that there are always many.
aged people; and what i is of more importance, they pre-
serve their vigour and faculties to the last. There-are
and have been many fisherwomen past fourscore, who tra-
velled to Edinburgh with their creels, and returned by
mid-day. Men of the same age are many of them not past
labour ; and there were, at the period above-mentloned
a few persons living in this parish who, though approach-
ing to 90, were as stout and iively as some others at three-
score; Itis to be remarked, that the oldest person then
alive, a woman of 94; carried the creel in her youth, and
continued employed in spinning as her usnal employment.
To understand correctly the state or condition of a peo-
Vou: I. "B
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ple, few-objects are of more importance than to know the:
number of persons who atre under the necessity of depend-
ing upon public charity for sapport, and what are the mea-
sures ddopted fot procuring funds for the relief of those:
who labour under poverty. ;

In Scotland  theére- long ex15ted in’ practice, nothmg of
the nature of a ‘compulsory poors rate, The poor were
indeed supported by the public; but the funds from which.
their relief was derived were almost entirely the result of
voluntary charity. In every parish'a trifling tax is im-
posed upon tnarriages, and-another upon funerals by lend-
ing out a pall or mortcloth belonging to the parish; but

“the chief fund consists of 2. collection made at every chureh

door on Sunday ; ‘and the money thus obtained is admi-
nistered’ by the minister and elders. These last consist
of respectable persons,. selected without regard to rank or
wealth from:the community at large, and generally nomi-
nated by the clergyman of the parish, with the consent of
the former elders. From: many causes the collections at:
the church doors have declined of late years. - Formerly
the gentry resided more-in the country, and less in towans,.
than at present ;. and at the same time it'was customary
for the whole of them, without exception, regularly to &t-
tend public worship, and consequently to make a weekly
contribution for the poor. At the same time a large pro-
portion of the people had not asyet deserted the-establish-.
ed presbyterian’ churches, or attached themselves to dis~
senters. Hence it was usual for the contributions at the
church doors, not only to be sufficient for the relief of the
ardinary poor, but the money thus collected in many pa-
sishes afforded a surplus, which was accumulated into-z
capital, and laid out at interest for the same purpose. The
capital thus formed and augmented was preserved to enz
counter times of extraordinary scarcity, when the poar
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‘might have accasion for unusual supplies. It is to be ob- Poor.
served, however, that the funds thus collected were at all
times very moderate. ‘They were administercd with ex
treme frugality by the ministers and elders of the different
parishes; and the poor were merely preserved, by means of
them, from absolute want. The effect of this system, combi-
ned with other circumstances, was undoubtedly very highly
advantageous to the character of the people. Public charity
was never withheld from those to whom it was absolutely
necessary. At the same time nobody looked forward to
it as a resource to which' they could legally betake them-
selves..'As the acceptance of it implied a state of extreme
indigence, to which only the most scanty relief was given,
all persons of ordinary rank were led to provide anxiously
against the necessity of having recourse to it ; and thus a
spirit of  frugality, industry, and decent ptide, have been
-maintained among the Jowest class of the community.

There is much reason to fear, however, that something ﬁtfe)?zfzm.
in the nature of a poors rate is now gradually introducing ger of be-
itself into this country. From the less regular attendance 'cneim"odu.‘
of wealthy persons upon the parish churches, from the
‘non-residence in the country of great proprietors of land,
and from the number of dissenting meetings, the contribu-
tions at the church doors have diminished ; and it has
‘been found necessary to have recourse to compulsory as-
sessments, made by proprietors of land, called in Scotland
beritors. 'The money is payable, one half by the owners,
and the other half by the possessors of property. ‘These
assessments, in cases of necessity, the law of this country
requires to be made, and thus in fact authorises poors
rates ; but the law was long allowed to sleep. During
the late years of scarcity, vast numbers of persons, who
never formerly had recourse to such aid, were reduced to
the necessity of accepting relief from the public.. Extraor-

Bb2
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Poar.  dinary assessments for this purpose were made in almost

: every parish ; and the courts of law, under the authority

of the old Scottish statutes, have sustained these assess-

ments .as valid and binding. From the diminution of the

collections, therefore, at the churches, together with ‘the

necessity of aceepting public chatity in consequence of the

late dearth, there is great reason to fear, that unless much

precaution is-used, the Scots may gradually at once degrade

-the character of their common people, and encumber the

property of the country with .a poors rate, similar to that of

which somany complaints have been justly made in Eng-

land. At the same time it must be remarked, that the evil as

yet exists chiefly in speculation, and is only in its infancy.

As we have the example before our eyes of the inconve-

niences resulting from great compulsory contributions for

the. poor, which never uhimately diminish in a country

either poverty or misery, it is probable that we may de-

" rive benefit upon this subject from the experience of others.

The probability that this warning will have effect, is ren-

dered -stronger from the consideration that it is addressed

to the passion of avarice, which is usually abundantly

quick-sighted in its own favour, - In this case it has sound

policy omits side. ~ After a poors rate is once established,

it can scarcely be abolished without the production of

much misery, and perhaps injustice; but it is an evil
which 'in ordinary times at least is easily avoided.

Societiesfor . Of late years, in all parts of the country of Scotland, thc

{’i:}‘“"l ‘¢ comthon people have adopted the salutary plan of crea-

ting institatious for their own relief, in case of incapacity
for labour in consequence of sickncss or old age. These
consist of elubs or sccieties, the members of which con-
tribute weekly or monthly 2 certain sum, which is thrown
into a common fund, and laid out at interest by certain of-
fice-bearers appointed by the society. These societics are
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sanctioned by an act of parliament, on condition that their
regulations be submitted to the revisal of the' justices of
peace for the county in which the society is situated, and
receive their approbation at the quarter sessions. Of these
societies, which may be considered as incorporated bodies,
seeing they enjoy perpetual succession by law, and ‘hold
property, and can sue and be sued, a considerable num-
ber exist in different parts of the county of Midlothian.
Their rules or bye-laws usually fix the weekly subsist-
ence to be allowed to a sick or aged member. They
also fix the sum to be paid towards the expence of his fu-
neral, and an allowance to ‘his widow if he leave one,
These allowances are no doubt very moderate, suitable to
the rank of the parties, and the contributions the members
of such societies ean afford to mzke ; but they are usually
equal to what would have been received from parish cha-
rity : and relief thus obtained in no way diminishes -the
honest pride of the persons who receive it ; because they
consider themselves as only receiving back their own mo-
ney, which they fairly earned in their better days,and which
they had intentionally deposited as a fund to be restored |
to them when they shouldhave occasion for it. “These so-
cieties alsa are useful in promoting’ good: morals'in 2 dis
rect manner.  One of their articles usually is, that any
member who disgraces himself by a profligate life, or by
any gross offence against.the law of the country, shall for-
feit all future interest in the funds of the society.
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To give a correct idea of the cxtent of the relief which, Relief

. : : Pl - granted to
by the practice of Scatland, is afforded to the indigent§’ Bosti

poor, we shall here take notice of some of the statementsdiffercnt

given by the parochial cclergy upon the subject between
the years 1791 and 1797.—In the parish of Cramond, it
was stated, that the parochial funds amounted to abont
L.1220, yielding an annuajrent of above L.56. The coly

parishes,
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lection at the church doors came to abeut L. 39, and the
profits of the mortcloths to about: L, 7 annually, making =
total yearly income of above L.102, With this sum; 41
ordinary and 16 extraordinary poor were suppotted, and
relievedaccording to their several necessities ; after which
there ‘commonly remained a small surplus at the end of
each yéar to augment the capital fund. This is stated
from the average of the reccipts and disbursements for 10
years previous to 1791. When the sdcrament of the
Lord’s supper is administeréd, which in country parishes
is usually once each year in Scotlaid, a larger collec~
tion than on other Sundays is received. : The sum at
Cramorid is stated to amount at an average td L.6, 43,
annually ;. a trifiing sum compared with the produce
at the communion 1690, L.20, 5s.; and 1691, L.23,
15s. Such was the superiority of the pions charity of
our forefathers en such occasions to that'displayed in tlie
present times, Towards the end of the last, and begin
ning of the present century, the annual contributions were
much the same as at presént, while the average iumber of
ordinary -poor is now more than doubled,

In the year 1160, the parish of Ratho had no money at
interest ‘for about 30 yearss Thereafter, howeveér, L.70
amually was collected at the church door, chiefly. in con-
sequence of the attendance of the late Earl of Lauderdale,
who gave a guinea every week. The sum of L.70 per
annum was considered as a sufficient fund for pensions to
40 indigent persons. In addition to this there was a vo-
luntary contribution’ of mearly L.50 in the year 1782,
which was a year of scarcity. After the death of the Earl
of Lauderdale, it was necessary to have recourse to paro-
chial assessments; but the same moderation was conti-
nued in the relief afforded to the poor, who received 2
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‘monthly perision  of ftom 2s. Gd to 6s.in proportion to  Poor.
Y P pr P — .

their €xigencies. ; - A4

In the parish of West Calder, the numbcr receiving cha<
rity, at the period above ‘mentioned, is stated at . from 10
to 153 whose allowance at an average was about 3s. per
month each. =~ The parochial tax upon marriages is 2s. 6d.
and the colleétion at the e¢hurch doors about L..10 per an-
num. - Here the paris;h in former times was able to accu-
mulate L. 200. : :

In the parish of Kirknewton, the number of poor. re-
gularly receiving charity is- stated-at 12, and their' pron-
sion at from 2s. to 4s. per month.

In the perish of Currie; the poor are qtate& at 28 or
29 ; and a capital of L.500 Sterling had at a_former pe-
riod been accumulated for their support; in, consequence
of two incumbents in succession having been uncommonly
popular preachers, which enabled them to assemble great
audiences from the neighbouring parishes; by which means
the collections at the church doors were unusually increa-
sed.

In Duddingston, in the immediate vicinity of the capi-
tal, the poor, 27 in number, received an aid of from :2s.
to 4s. per month each; and this pension was forfeit-
ed by their becoming beggars. In the parish of Liber-
ton, which is immediately adjoining to the former, the
usual funds for the poor have amounted for many years
to the following sums: The collections. at the church
doors have amounted at a medium to L. 42 per aznum ; the
revenne from the mortcloths to L.22 ; some rents of seats
in the church, and of property purchased in former times,
with funds belonging to the poor, to L.21:7: 4 :—a-
mounting in all to L. 85 : 7: 4; the whole of which sum
was annually expended. Besides this, however, a sum
of Li40 is agnually distributed at Ghristmas to the poor

-
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_ 6f this parish. " Tt is the produceof a sum of money erx

trusted for that purpose to the magistrates of Edinburgh
by Commodore Alexander.Horn, a native of this parish.
An additional sum of L. 5, the produce of another legacy,
is also distributed-annnally,  Sir James Stewart of Good-
trees, formerly his' Majesty’s advocate” for Seotland, be-.
queathed’ in-1713 a legacy to the poor of this parish, It
was long suffered to accumulate ; ‘but at last, in the season
of scarc1ty of 1783, it was spent in the support of the
poor. '

In Pennycuxck the poor; amounting tg 28 or more in,
number, have been in ordinary years supported by funds
amounting to little more than L.28.  In Lasswade, about
50 poor persons have usually received an allowance of
from’2s: to 4s. per month’; bestdes, others receive occa-
sional' support, ~ This parish is connected with several of
the voluntary associations already mentioned. In New-
battle, 20 peérsons at 2 medium receive each from 2s. to
2s. 6d. mbnthly.

In the populous village of Dalkeith, there has long been
a charity workhouse, in which there have been at diffe
rent 'times from 24 to upwards of 40 persons; besides
whoin 16 of 18 have usually been out-pensioners in sum-
mier, and a greatér number in winter. . As usual, the sup-
port of the poor in' a workhouse is found more expensive
than when thiey only receive pensions in aid of their own
industry.  In thé populous parish of Inveresk, which, as
alrcady mentioned, includes Musselburgh and Fisherrow,
the number of ‘poor amounts to-about 110, who are sup-
ported by pensions at-the expence of about L.215. ' An’at-
tempt was made in this parish to support the poor by means
of 3 workhouse, which was erected at a considerable ex-
pence by the proprietors and principal inhabitants, and was
ready for the reception of the poor at Whitsunday 1752,
Pr Carlyle has giveg the following account of it; * The
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bestrules of management that could be devised or collect-  Poor.

ed were ordained ; and the house went on for many. years
to the comfort of the poor, and the satisfaction of all cona
cerned..  An 'additional expence, as was expected, be
sides the building, was incurred for the maintenance of
the poor ; and an assessment was laid on the heritors that
year for the first time.. The object then being, not the
most parsimonious plan of provision for the .poor, but their
comfortable subsistence, and the preservation of the young
among them from' idleness and profligacy, the arguments
arising from the denger, by means of such institutions, of
eraxing the sense \of 1 shame of dependence on the poors
funds from the minds of the indigent, or of dlunting the
Jeelings of compassign in- thehearts of their relations, did
not occur ; or.if they had, would have been considered as
the suggestions .of avarice, in no respect applicable to the
state of this parish. . The assessment was continued ; and
as the towns were populous, it was thought no more than
justice that they should contribute their 'share.. They were
accordingly assessed of a certain sum by the annual meet-
ing of heritors and: elders, which was proportioned among
them by a large committee of the inhabitants, appointed
by the ‘meeting. . By this means, those who frequented
any of the meeting-houses, or absconded altogetherfrom
public worship, were made ta contribute their share, as
well -as those who regularly attended the established
shurch, and paid both by their collections and by assess-
ment. ! -

“ At the end of 30 years, many difficulties having oe-
curred from ‘the backwardness of some to pay their as-
‘sessments, ‘and a constant intrigue among the inhabitants
about furnishing necessaries, or employing the poor, the
most disinterested among the managers became beartily
tired of the business. Add to this, that the house and fur-
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Poof. npiture came now to néed a thorough repair, which could

mot have cost less -than L.300 Sterling ;: all which, toge-~
ther with an opinion ' that the poor could be maintained
chieaper in their own houses than the poor-house, induced
the heritors and all concerned, after two years delibération,
to sell the house, and add the price to the poors funds;
which was accordingly done in the year 1781.” o

i-In Berthwick, about 18 pocr have been supported at
the expence of about Li.30 per annum, collected by the
usual means of mortcloths and contributions at the church
doors.  In Carrington, the poor usually amount to about
12 in number, receiving from 2s. to 4s. 6d. per month,
In the parish of Heriot, which is chiefly a rhoorland dis-
trict, there have seldom been any poor. In Stow, the
poor usually: amount to between 26 and 30.

What has been here stated will be sufficient to afferd te
the curious or enlightened reader sufficient principles upon
which to understand the relative proportion in this county
between the population and the number of poot, and even
concerning the propriety of relieving the latter by out-
pensions in preference to hospitals.  Itis to be observed,
that, with a single exception or two, it has been found ne-
eessary in all the parishes to have recourse, in a less or
greater degree, to assessments for the purpose of support-
ing the ordinary poor.. In the scarce years of 1800 and
1801, these assessments were rendered more heavy than
they would otherwise have been, in consequence of a re-
solution very generally adopted by men of property. to
prefer a temporary payment in this form to. allowing that
enormous rise of wages which must otherwise have taken
place, and which might not afterwards have been easily
got quit of.  Such assessments, as already mentioned, are
imposed by the proprietors of each parish; but the Scot
tish statutes authorise them to impose one half of the bur-
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den 1ipon the inhabitants who have no réal property ; they Poor.
themsélves paying -the other hdlf of the sum which: they
have fixed upon 2s necessary or réasonable.

There is one point which is intimately connected with Wages of
the condition of the: infefior otdets of men, and conses P00
quently with the welfite of the greater part of the human
race, about which we consider it as impracticablé to speak
with any tolerable degree of precision ; for which ‘reason
weé shall aveid making the attempt. The point to which
we allude relates to’ the price of Jabour. The great pro-
portion of mankind have ho’other fund of subsistence in
most countries than that which is derived from their per-
sonal exertions, under the formi .of hire for their services
to otliers. Accordingly, in proportion as this hire is li-
béral or otherwise, the situation of the great body of 2
peopie will be comfortable or 6therwise. . "In Scotland, it
may be remarked, that from time immemdrial, the gene-
ral opinion of the country has fixed upon a certain.rate of
wages which a labourer ought td receive, and without
which he eannot. prepetly support himself and a family:
It is understood that 4 Jabourer, while properly paid, ought
nat to receive less periday ‘than the price of a peck of oat-
meal, athounting in weight to 81 Ib. avoirdupois. Qatmeal
formed for ages the most important part of the food of the
Scottish peasantry ; dnd accordingly it was not unnatural
to estimate the rate of their subsistence according to the
price of fhat commodity. ~ The hire of ordinary labout
does not to this day greatly differ from this standard. At
the same time it cannot fail to happen, in the neighbour
hood ‘of a great city, and wherever manufactures are esta-
blished, that great deviations from the established stand-
ard- should occur. In Edinburgh, for example, in conse.
quence of numerous speculations in etecting buildings in
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the New Town, the demand for masons has at times been
uncommonly great, and ‘their wages proportionably rai-
sed. Thus during a late short interval of peace, when

" oatmeal was below 1s. 3d.'per peck, "the wages of ordi-

Elothing.

nary masons were as high as L.1, 1s. or rather L.1, 5s.
per week, In general, here as well as elsewhere, the la-
bour of those engaged in manufactures is better paid than
that of persons employed in agriculturel This Jast em-
ployment is not considered  as requiring any special edu-
cation or apprenticeship, like the business of a tradesman,
which is better paid through life, because originally ac-
quired with more difficulty, and at.a’greater expence.

A more correct idea ' will perhaps be given of the situa-
tion of the lowest class of people, by ‘taking notice of
the degree in which they enjoy the erdinary necessaries
and lukuries of life.  In the remotest and poorest pdrt of'
the country, the tartan or red plaid, ‘close “cuffs with or
without elbows, gowns, petticoats, and stockings, of
home manufacture, which thirty or forty years ago con-
stituted -the dress of women in the inferior conditions of
life, have gradually given way to clothes made of Eng-
lish “cloths, and other approaches to-an improved dress ;
and these, in their turn, are now yielding to the dress
cap, the silk bonnet, or'beaver hat, printed or other cot-
ton gowns, white petticoats, white thread or cotton stock-
ings, and fine shoes ‘or< slippers. Formerly, the best
handKerchiefs for the neck. were strong cambrics, but
now they are of fime muslin ; and sometimes there: is'an
addition' of a shawl of from five to seven shillings value..

“With respect to the male labourers and mechanics in
the remotest districts, thirty years ago they wore a wool:
len bonnet on: their heads; they had a coat,” waistcoat,
and breeches, ‘of cloth’ which ‘'was manufactured in pri-
vate families; their stockings were spun and knit at home,
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6r fiy some of their poorest meighbours; and ‘theéir shoes Sct?ettey 023?‘
were rather strong than neat. Now the whole of them wear ——\—
hats of different qualities, coats of English made cloth, stri-

ped or white waistcoats, corduroy or fustain breeches, fine

cotton or thread stockings, and slight neat shoes. In days

of labour, however, they are clothed in a way more suit-

able to their various engagements.

In some of the remoter: districts, oatmeal made intoFood
porridge, and thin hard cakes made of oatmeal, together
with milk; butter, and cheese, 'still constitute a consider-
able part of the food of the inferior classes of people, and
of such people in middling circumstancés as are fond of ad-
hering to the frugality and simplicity of the ancient times.
Everywhere butchers meat is gradually comirg very ge-
nerally into use ; and the practice of drinking tea is pro-
bably universal. In the neighbourhood of the capital
there is'scarcely a ploughman’s house, and no trades-
man’s, in which it is not used. Within these fifteen years,
bread ‘made of wheaten flour was rarely found in the
country, unless in the houses of gentlemen or wealthy
farmers ; but near Edinburgh it is now used by all ranks
of people; and it is gradually, in the remotest districts,
becoming a part of the ordinary food of the pepple. With
regard to persons in easy circumstances, their mode of li-
ving is everywhere precisely similar to that adopted ‘in
Edinburgh. = In every quarter of this county, all sorts of,
.dwelling-houses are improving greatly in their character p,,¢.c
and appearance. | The most ordinary cottages are built of
stone and lime ; they are usually covered with a'thatch of
straw or turf. - In the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, in
consequence of the vicinity of works for the manufacture
of bricks and tyles, the latter are sometimes employed for
covering the roofs of ordinary houses. A taste for neat-
Ress also prevails in proportion to the degree in which or-
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State.of So- dinary "houses have of late -years been improved. The

siety, &c

Sy farmers, upon almost every estate, have houses suitable to

[3

Manners.

their affluent circamstances, and the accommodation which
2 gentecl family. is in modern times understood to require.
dn general, it'may be remarked, that this class of people
dn the Lothians live more liberally than any other. - They
are not encumbered by costly equipages; nor are they

" embarrassed by ‘debts, like many small or even great

numbers of large proprietors of land in Scotland. They
have at the same time all the advantages which a country
residence prodnces, in being enabled to rear, at a cheap
rate, poultry, and other articles of subsistence or luxury.
Hence, from: these advantages, added to the profits result-
ing from their employment, many of them are enabled to
live in a style of very considerable elegance, and with less
atteation ‘to minute’ cconomy than is seen amidst greater
-ostentation in the families of many country gentlemen.
With regard to the state of manners among the inhabi-
tantsof this county, it is perhaps difficult to speak instrue-
tively,  or with precision. In every age, mankind have
differed widely in their estimate of what constitutes, ‘with
xegard to any particular class of persous, frugality or
dmprovidence, knowledge or ignorance,> piety or profane-
ness, 'vice and virtue. What has in one age appeared
an impious disregard of religion, is apt to be consider-
,'ed in another as the ordinary and natural conduct of man-
kind ; and, about'a century ago, our present modes of
“life would undoubtedly have appeared immoderately ex-
travagant. It would have appeared a strange thing, thata
plougman’s wife could not be clothed, or entertain hes
neighbour, without materials collected from the extre-
anities of the habitable globe, and brought together by
-the efforts of an improved navigation. The characters of
-wice and virtue, frugality and exiravagance, may be per-
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manent in their nature, but the external actions by which Sfate 0255“
they are' indicated alter in every age’; a circumstance S
which has brought a sort of ridicule upon the lectures of -
those moralists or politicians who have inveighed against
their countrymen as in 2 state of utter' depravity, or pre-
dicted the fall of empires on account of practices which, at
a futurc period, have seemed unimportant or innocent.

The ancient character of the' people of the south. of Characteg.
Scoiland is stillin some degree to be found in the remote;
and especially in the south-western parts of this county, on
both sides of the Pentland hills. The following were, .in
former times, the leading traits of their character : Every
man had learned to read and write tolerably our na-
tive tongne ; and every woman could read. -The books
which they chiefly perused consisted of history, but more
especially of polemical theology. The works of the Jew-
ish. historian Josephus has-always been a ‘favourite book
among them, together with the histories of the reigns of the
royal family of Stuart, written by Cruikshank and others
of the whig party, the zealous enemies of that family, and
the enemies of popery, and even of what is called prelacy,
er the episcopal form of church government as established
in England, on account of its resemblance to popery. A
few also perused the works of our countryman Burnet, bi-
shop of Salisbury, whose writings have been decried by
Hume and the later historians,.for noother purpose that cam,
well be discerned, unless that they might be enabled to-
eopy largely from him without their plagiarism being de-
tectéd.. In truth, he describesthe characters of the distin<
guished men of his time with an animation and interest
that has no equal, excepting perhaps in the writings of
Plutarch. But Burnet was always distrusted by the com-.
mon people of Scotland because he was a bishog, and be~
esuse he was not sufliciently zealous in favour of the an~
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Smate of Socient covenanters. In theology, the writings of Boston; 2

ciety, &e

) Scottish presbyterian clergyman; were mich respected ; to-

gether «with the sermons and writings of all zealons Cal-
vinistic divines: = The controversial publications, also;
which have occurred at different periods between the dis-
senters and the established clergy, of between the formet
among themselves; have been eagerly read: Religion has
at all times becn a favourite subject of conversation among
the Scottish peasantry, and gives rise to obstinate disputa
tions. Such, indeed; from the train of their feading; re-
flection, and education, is théir zeal upcn the subject, that
it-has been remarked, ‘that governmeént, or the constituted
authorities, never have any thing tofear from their dis-
eontent; provided they are left to the quiet possession of
the two 6bjects which' they regérd with gieat interest, viz.
their religion and theit oatmeal. For these, it has been
said, that Scofchmen will always rise in arms; though, in
other respects, sufficiently’ pa¢ific and submissive to autho-
rity. In consequencé of their great regard for religion,
and their considering ‘it as forming an imporéant part of
the business of life, besides attending regularly upon pub<
lic worship, every father of a family formerly considéred
himself as bound to act as a priest in his own house; and
to perform, at least once cach day; religious service, in
the form which' our Scottish poet Burns has so interests'
ingly described in the poem enfitled, “The Cottar’s Sa-
turday Night.”” * It was also customary, when any person
was sick, that any elderly neighbour or acquaintance who
happened to inquire for him, upon being desired to'do so
(which was considéred as a sort of compliment), said long
extemporary prayers at the bed-side in ‘behalf of the dis-
tressed person and his family. ‘These customs have been,
in a’considerable degree, abandoned in the neighbourhood
of the capital (unless among dissenters), but they continue
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to exist in the remoter districts of the county in their an- State of So-
clent purity ; and in every quarter a less or greater degree m
of them is to be found. In their stead, the vices of a great
city have spread themselves in a degree that is to be re-
gretted in the vicinity of Edinburgh. The poor are al-
ways apt to be corrupted when they come into contact
with considerable numbers-of rich persons; even when
the latter act in a manner that exposes them to no re-
proach. In the neighbourhood of the city, young persons -
are sometimes found who can neither read nor write, and
who imitate the vices of their superiors, without acqui-
ring any part of their intelligence. Their attachment to State of re-
religion is also less than it formerly was. Dissenters, in- gion:
deed, abound in all quarters ; and in several situations one-
half of the community have clergymen of different deno-
minations; elected by the majority of the hearers, and paid
by the congregation: But, evenin these cases; religion
is very different from what it formerly was. The dis-
senters, who, before the middle of the late century, sepa-
rated themselves from the established church, were acute,
obstinate, and ingenious Calvinists, who discussed with
astonishing subtilty the most difficult questions about fore-
knowledge, free-willy the efficacy of faith and good works,
and the consistency with Scripture of the different forms
of church government. Their zeal was, like that of po-
litical or philosophical disputants; apt to become intolera-
bly acrimonious ; because, to charge them with error, was
to wound their self-applause, or the pride in which they
indulged with regard to their own intellectual sagacity. In
later times, there is less religious intolerance to be found ;
partly, no doubt, because there is less religion, but partly
also because there is less spiritual pride, or fewer preten-
sions to superior wisdom or acuteness upon such sub-
jects. *Religion now consists, in a greater degree than

Vou. I. Ce
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State of S0 formerly, of pious sentiments, or devotional feelings of

ciety. &c

"hope and fear, veneration and gratitude, towards the Au-

" - hor of the universe. The subject is no longer studied by

the common people as a speculative science, in which
they are to distinguish themselves by acuteness of reflec-
tion or pertinacity of disputation. ‘Hence it happens that
they more easily change from one sect t6 another, because
-they have little attachment to peculiar notions, which ap-
peared matters of weighty importance to their ancestors.

If dissent- It has been considered as a misfortune, because expen-

ing meet-
ings an
eivl,

sive to the country, that there should be so many dissenting
clergymen' established .in it, and these too supported, in
many cases, by the poorest of the people : but upon this, as
well as upon many other points, it may well be doubted how
far the soundestmaxims of political economy are as yet suf-
ficiently understood, and how far.it may not be in some mea-
sure true, that ¢ whatever is, is right.”” It is said that, in Si-
.beria, men have no industry because they have no wants.
_They slightly scratch faertile spot,and reap a sufficient crop.
The grain, that is accidentally shaken by the winds, suffi-
ciently sows the land for a succeeding crop ; and this hap-
pens several years in succession ; after which they have
recourse to 2 new spot. In the mean while, they remain
contented with the most miserable habitations, and food,
and cloathing ; and the soil does not produce one-tenth
of the produce itiscapable of yielding. It is evident that,
were the Siberians to be instantaneously seized with an ar-
dent fondness for fine: houses, costly furniture, and a luxu-
rious mode of living, their country would suddenly change
its aspect ; they would labour hard to raise grain where-
with to hire artists to gratify their ruling passion ; and thus
their own intellectual faculties would be improved, toge-
.ther with all the arts to which man owes his dominion
.over the creation.  In like maaner, in all countries,. pro-
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Viding the energies of the human mind are €alled forth; it State of So-
seems of little importance, either in a moral or in a politi- f:z’.f:}
cal light, by what passion this important object is ac=
complished. If a Scottish peasant labour industriously,
and recommend himself to. the best employment, and to
high wages, the community is certainly not injured, though
his motive should bé merély that of procuring money
wherewith to contribute towards the support of a dissent-
ing minister, to preach to him in‘the manner that is most
agreeable to his fancy. Nor does it appear that the com-
munity would; in most cases of this sort, derive benefit .
from an alteration of the motives which render men active
and industrious, in as much as an individual is neither
less innocent, rior less useful, when he labours hard to -
procure money wherewith to purchase the luxury of hear-
ing sermons, than when he labours to gratify his personal
vanity by purchasing fine clothes. The same principle
obtains with regard to other luxuries. If tea is now con-
sumed by the common people; it is because they labour
more incessantly and more skilfully than in former times.
Half the number of men produce twice or three times
more grain from one hundred acres of land than was for- .
merly done: The superfluous hands dre employed in
manufactoring hardware and other goods; which are ex-
changed in South America for gold and silver, which are
carried to China, and there bartered for tea. In other
words, the men; formierly occupied in awkward 4nd use-
less labour, are now employed in the preparation of the
price of tea for the community: That they might be bet-
ter employed is perhaps possible ; but it is evident, at
least; that their change of employment can be no misfor-
tune to the community.

‘In this county, as over the wholé of Scotland, there are
two reoular establishments' in every parish for public

Ccz2
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Literature.-instruction.. These are, the parish schools and the cler~
(SR -

Parish
schools,

" gy. * The parish schools are established upon ‘the same

principle: with the university of Edinburgh; that is to
say, the schoolmaster receives a small salary from the
public, and, in. other-respects, depends for a subsistence
upon the fees paid to him by the parents of his scholars.
In all the parish schools the English language is taught,
together with writing and arithmetic ; and in most of
them the principles of the Latin language are also taught..

As the teacher isinot allowed to raise his fees above 2
fixed rate, which is very moderate, the poorest peasants.
have an opportunity of procuring education for their chil-
dren. So very moderate, indeed, has this rate of paymént
Been, that the editor of this Work was in his youth taught
the Latin langnage by a parish schoolmaser, who was 2.
inan of talents, and the brother-in-law of the celebrated
author of the Seasons, for the very moderate fee of 1s. 6d.
per quarter..

Taste forli- © The effects of the institution of parish'schools have

terature.

been extremely important. In‘consequence of the oppor-

_ tunity of giving education to their children which the law

afforded to all classes of society,. this opportunity was na-
turally seized with avidity by every well-disposed person.
Hence, during a very long period, a sort of fashion has
been established in Scotland of paying respect to litera~
ture; and a considerable degree of odium attaches itself,.
among the common people,.to the character of the mean-
est labourer or mecharnic, whose sons should not have been
taught to read or write, and whose daughters should not
lave been taught, at least, to read their own language..
Very frequently, where a parish sclioolmaster happens to
be somewhat more accomplished than usual,. or-more skil.-
ful in his profession; it becomes'a sort of ‘fashion to give:
the greater numberof boys in a neighbourhood the rudie
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mrents of a classical education ; one consequence of which Literature,
s, that if the quarter of the country is poor, the youngh-—v—-'
men, being thus qualified to pursue Fortune in a better si-
tuation, or a more wealthy country, an almost universal
-emigration never fails to take place ; and such -a district
becomes a kind of breeding territory for men, as poor dis-

iricts usually are for other animals also. It is worthy of
notice, that, in .the most barren districts of the south of
Scotland, the people are very frequently by far the most
anxious about the education of their children, and seem to

be most ambitious te push them forward in life by means

.of literature. In consequence of ‘the cheapness of educa-

tion, one of the easiest ways in which a Scoitish peasant

<an make his son a gentleman consists of breeding him to

the church. As the livings are not sufficiently great to
attract to that profession the younger sons of the gentry,

the chances of success to a young man of low rank are suf-
ficiently flattering. Accordingly, it happens usually in the
moorland parishes, providing the means of education be
tolerable, that a far greater number of young men are edu-

cated for the church than in the more fertile districts;

-and this sometimes in no less than a tenfold proportion.

It frequently happens, where the parish school is situa-

ted at a considerable distance from the residence of some

part of the inhabitants, that another school is set up and
supported by the inhabitants there who have children to
educate ; and sometimes a few farmers join together for

the purpose of procuring a teacher for their children.

When all this is considered, it will not appear surpri- schoolspre-

“sing that Scotchmen abound in so remarkable a degree in g;l::;::,".
every part of the British empire, and in so many foreign
countries. As the whole children of the common people
receive a tolerable education, sufficient to qualify them

for occupying situations of some trust, all of them that
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Litgrature. have any spirit or ambition are apt to forsake the place of

their nativity, and to fly to great towns at home, or to fo-
reign countries, in quest of fortune, leaving behind none

but the tamest spirits that are easxly satisfied with their
condition.

Advantages  An illiberal doabt has been sometimes entertained, how
from litera-

ture.

far a nation derives advantage from the general diffusion
of literatire among the common people ; but the example
of Scotland has demonstrated, that the highest purity of
morals uniformly accompanies the greatest degree of in.
telligence. There is no doubt that, to the establishment
of parish schoolmasters, it has been owing, that, at all
speriods, crimes have in Scotland been so extremely rare.
In periods of political effervescence, which occur in a
nation once perhaps in.a couple of centuries, the dif-
fusion of literature rapidly spreads an acquaintance with
whatever new notions are afloat in the world ; but it
also spreads, with equal rapidity, whatever can be stated
against their truth or practibility, and thereby prevents
their being rashly adopted. In all the ordinary occupa-
tions of life, also, an early education confers habits of
reflection. It shows that honesty is the best policy ; and
inspires a pride of spirit, which is the best guardian of
most mens integrity. It is true, that literature does not
always tame a disorderly spirit; but, to a very late pe-
riod of life, it renders reformation possible, and-its result
valuable ; and renders the first follies, or even the vices,

of youth not absolutely fatal. Hence it happens, that he
who in Scotland was a very foolish young man, after-
wards, in another country, is only distinguished by his
soberness and successful industry. The celebrated Mar-~
shal Keith, who was under the necessity of passing his
life in exile from Britain on account of the accession of
his family to the rebellion of 1715, and who was so highly
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distinguished as a skilful and gallant officer in the service Literature.
1ngu! g Sl Ly

of Russia and Prussia, is said to have related the following
anecdote, which, in a striking manner, illustrates the wan-
dering temper of the Scots He was at one time sent to ne-
gociate some important affairs with a Turkish provincial
officer of high rank, and was received in the usual style
of eastern solemnity and magnificence, by which business

is always greatly embarrassed and rendered tedious. To *

his no small surprise the Turk inquired what languages
he could speak ; and on learning that he understood the
French, which the Turk also understood, the latter pro-
posed to dismiss their interpreters and servants, as they
would in all probability more easily adjust their business
when undisturbed by the intervention of third parties.
The proposal was readily agreed to. The apartmerit was
no sooner cleared, than, to the utter astonishment of Mar-
-shal Keith, the Turk, walking familiarly up to him, ad-
dressed him in broad Scotch, and asked him when he was
last at Aberdeen. ¢ Weel, man, whan was ye last at A
berdeen ?°’Oa an explanation, it was found that this Asi-
atic chief was no other than the son of a Scottish peasant,
who had seen Marshal Keith in Aberdeenshire, and who,
after various wanderings in quest of fortune, had taken up
his residence in Turky,

And chang’d his gods for theirs, and so grew great.”*

By a statute lately passed, the salaries of the parish school- Salaries of

masters in Scotland have been augmented upon a very ju-

schoolmase
ters aug-

dicious principle of permanency, or of rendering them less™ented:

dependent than formerly upon the fluctuating value of mo-
ney. The salaries are fixed at from one chalder and a half
to two chalders of oatmeal. A chalder is sixteen bolls,
and a boll sixteen pecks. Four pecks contain 26883 cubic

inches ; an English bushel contains 215023 inches, ' The
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©Objections
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rate per chalder ; and the court of exchequer in Scotland
is directed to take measures periodically for estimating the
medium price of oatmeal; and according to that estimate
the schoolmasters are to be paid, One branch of the sta-
tute has met with some censure. The ecclesiastical church
courts, called presbyteries, of which schoolmasters are
not members, are authorised to take trial of all delinquen-
cies committed by schoolmasters in the execution of their
duty, with power to suspend or dismiss them from their
officcs. No appeal from the sentence of the presbytery is
allowed, - either to the civil courts, or to the superior ec-
clesiastical tribunals, the synod of the district, or the gene-
ral assermbly of the church.—Three complaints are made
agams_t this arrangement, Fxrst, that it tends to createa
depression or degradation of character in this valuable
body, the schoolmasters, by making them dependent upon
a different body, the clergy ; a class of men who, in all
ages and countries, have at times been ‘liable to become
restless and ambitious, or lovers of power. Secondly, it

. creates & multitude of territorial jurisdictions, which are

always an evil in a country, as being liable to adopt local

- passions and prejudices. The jurisprudence of England

Ecclesiasti-
cal state.

owes much of its value to this, that matters are so arran-
ged, that the judges of the supreme courts can decide all
causes, or at least review all decisions. Lastly, this sta-
tute is accused of violating that important principle to
which England owes so much, and towards which the
Scots ought to endeavour to approximate, that every man
ought to be tried by his peers.

Concerning the ecclesiastical establishment of this cour-
ty nothing need here be said,. as it is noway distinguished
from what occurs in other parts of the country. The po-
verty of the Scottish glergy has often been talked of as
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remarkable, though with no propriety or reason. Itis
true, that the emoluments of the best endowed parish
church in Scotland are very trifling, when compared with
the ample and princely revenues of the bishops of Dur-
ham, Winchester, or Canterbury. But this is only be-
cause the clergy of Scotland are upon a more equal foot-
ing among themselves than those of England. There is
little doubt that a thousand clergymen in Scotland, which
is about the whole amount of their number, divide among
themselves a larger sum annually than is enjoyed by an
equal number of clergy in holy orders in England, taken
promiscuously from the whole body of churchmen.
Here there are no curates who, for a miserable pittance,
perform the whole duty, while a wealthy non-resident
clergyman enjoys the benefice. Every Scottish clergy-
man is not only bound by law to reside, but actually
does reside, within his parish. The livings in this part of
the country are very various; but, in consequence of late
augmentations, they have been raised much above their
former amount. As a part of them in country parishes is
usually payable in grain, they vary according to the mar-
ket price of that commodity. They are worth from about

409

Church.

Livings of
the clergy.

L. so to L. 200, L. 300, or even L. 400 per annum, and,

in years of scarcity, some of them rise above this last
anount.

The duty of a Scottish clergyman consists of preaching
twice or three times every Sunday, of administering the
sacraments, of performing the marriage ceremony, of visit-
ing the sick who request his attendance, of once a year
at least making a visit at each family in his parish to ad-
minister religious counsel ; and, lastly, of annually cate-
chising such persons as choose to attend the diets appoint-
ed for that purpose. In great towns, the duties of visiting
and catechising are mow in a great measure dropt ; bu

Daties of
the clergy.
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they are still retained in the country. It is to be obser«
ved, that Scottish clergymen are considered as paid by the
public for every part of the duty which they perform, and
would account themselves degraded from the character of
gentlemen by receiving perquisites or/payments from in4
dividuals for the performance of particular branches of
their oﬁice, as is said to be dene by the inferior clergy of
Lngland .
Besuies the duties ah'cady mentlonea, it is accounted
a part of the business of each clergyman in his own pa-
rish‘ along with the elders who have been selected by
hlmself or his predecessor, and hold their places for life,
to inquire into the situation of the poor, and to distribute
properly for their relief the collections made at the church
'doors. The minister and elders‘also, holding @ court un-
der the‘appellkatiori of the Zirk-session, exercise a sort of ju~
risdiction in the case of certain offences against mora-
lity or decorum. The chief question that comes under
theiy cognizaﬁce relates to the illicit intercourse of the
sexes. They can inflict no ¢ivil penalties ; but they-re-
fuse to the parties admission to the sacraments of our reli-
gion, till they expiate the offence by submitting to be re-.
buked before the congregation in the church upon Sun-
day This is called sitting upon the stool of repentance.
The practice has long been relinquished in Edinburgh,

. Musselburgh, and other towns ; and in some of the coun-

try parishes a fine to the poor has been substituted in its
stead, but in others it is still practised. There is undoubt-,
;:d]y a wonderful degree of indelicacy attending it ; and,
unless from its connection with religion, it is inconceivable
how such a practice should have existed so long in a ci-
vilized couniry. There is no reason, however, for be-
lieving that there is any truth in what has often been
said, that it induced women of low rank in this country
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to be guilty of destroying the offspring of their unlawful

amours ; as it does not appear that this crime was at any
period more frequent in Scotland than elsewhere, nor has
it been diminished in proportion to the disuse of the stool
of repentance. Indeed it is probable that this ceremony,
by destroying all delicacy, had a tendency to render wo-
men of low rank very negligent in matters of this kind,
and thereby rather to augment the sin of incontinency,
which it was intended to restrain.

With regard to the character of the Scottish clergy, it iS Character
unnecessary here to make any remarks. Their literar , of the clets

qualifications are secured by a longer coux}se of study than
is necessary for any of the other learned professions, and
by strict examinations and trials, which take place before
different bodies of established clergymen. The purity of
their lives in general has certainly been equalled in few
countries, and ‘surpassed in none. - Though some of them
have attained to high celebrity as men of letters ; yet this
is a difficult task, and ought seldom to be expected from
them, whatever their talents or qualifications may be, on
account of the laborious nature of their duties, and pz;rti-,-
cularly on account of their being incessantly occupied in
the preparation of sermons for preaching weekly. Theix
hearers consist often of a sort of connoisseurs in sermons,
and resent much any attempt to impose upon them an ald
for a new dicourse,
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EAST LOTHIAN.

Bowndarics Tue county of East Lothian, or, as it:is often called,
:}'l‘fcf:ﬁ:;f,_Haddingtonshire, is situated on the east coast of Scotland
&~ at the mouth of the Frith of Forth. It may be consider-
' ed asin some degree peninsular, as it is baunded on two
sides by the sea. On the east, it has the German Ocean

as its boundary ; and on the north, the Frith of Forth se~

parates it from Fife. On the west, it has the ‘county of
Edinburgh or Midlothian, to the extent of about 14 miles.

On the south, it touches Berwickshire, in 2 line somewha
irregular, extending to about 26 miles; and in this direc-

tion, from east to west, it stretches to a greater extent than

in any other. Upon the German Ocean, from North Ber-

wick to the south-eastern border of the county, it scarcely

extends 15 miles, and it stretches to néarly an equal ex-

tent along the Frith of Forth.

 This county, which, from the statement of its dimen-

sions now given, is of moderate extent, contains, however,

within itself a very great diversity of soil and climate.

Lammer- The southern part of it consists of a range of lofty mount-
Mm% ains, of considerable breadth, in general covered with
heath, and fit only for the pasture of a small and hardy race

of sheep. These mountains formed in ancient times 2

barrier for the defence of the county, and of the Scottish

capital, against the hostile invasions of the English, whose

armies usually advanced along the coast from Berwick by

Dunbar towards Haddington and Edinburgh. Accord-

ingly this county and its vicinity was in ancient times the

scene of much warfare, At present it is the scene upon
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which agricultutal skill and industry have been display- Face of the

% v country,
ed in a degree that has perhaps been exceeded in N0 Part weeyemmt
of the British islands. The elevated tract or sheep-walk,
which constitutes the southern division of the county, over=
looks, towards the north and north-east, a fertile peninsula,
descending -gradually towards the sea on the north and west,
and which in every part exhibits marks of the most suc-
cessful industry. The elevated territory, which occupies
the southern border of the county, recceives the appella-
tion of the Lammermoor bills, and forms a part or branch
of a great range which erosses the whole island.

General Roy, in his Military Antiquities, observes, that,
“ advancing northward from the isthmus between Newcas-
tle and Carlisle, the ground rises gradnally, and at last forms
a lofty range of monntains, which, beginning at Cheviot on
the east, runs quite across the island to Loch Ryan on the
west.  The steep face of this range is from the nerth, par-
ticularly towards the east side of the island, where, for 2
long way together, it makes the boundary between South
and North Britain. The middle and western parts of it
are all comprehended in Scotland. It is highest in the
centre of the island near the sources of the Tweed, the
Annan, the Clyde, and the Nith, where it is known by
the general name of the Lothers.

¢ From the middle of this lofty range, a smaller and
much less remarkable chain of hills branch off, which,
running eastward by Soutra and Lammermoor, end at St
Abb’s head at the mouth of the Frith of Forth. - The le-
vel country, watered by the Tweed and .its branches, is
bounded by these hills on one. side, and by the Cheviot
range oh the other.

¢ Beyond or on the north of these united chains ofhills,
the principal part of the ‘Lowlands of Scctland are situa-
ted, extending quite across the island from sea to sea, and

%
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Face of the reaching as far as the Grampian mountains ; that stupefis

country.
—_——

Hills,

River
Tyne.

dous ‘and seemingly impenetrable barrier, which, like 2
mighty wall, stretches along the southern front of the
Highlands.

- “Into this extensive plain the Friths of Forth and Clyde
indent themselves from opposite seas, thereby forming
that remarkable isthmus which is by far the narrowest
part of Britain ; and along this neck of land the Romans
conducted their second wall.”’

As this county; from the foot of the Lammermoor hills
to the sea, is in general of a regular aspect, whatever hills
or rising grounds it contains are extremely conspicuous.
The most rmarkable of these is North Berwick Law;
which; in a level country near the sea; suddenly rises td
the height of nearly 800 feet, and forms a remarkable ob-
ject at Edinburgh, and along the whole coasts of the Forth
on both sides. Besides this, and not less remarkable, are
the rocks of ‘the Bass and Tamtallon, and Traprene or
Dumpenderlaw ; which will be afterwards mentioned as
the scene of singular events: '

The only river of any importance, or which can deserve
that appellation, in East Lothian is the Tyne. It has al-

‘ready been noticed as taking its rise in Midlothian, or the

shire of Ediﬁburgh,. among the hills which form the
southern boundary of a great part of that county, ,as well
as of Haddingtonshire. It enters the county from the
west near Ormiston, and, advancing in an easterly or
north-easterly direction, passes Haddington, and falls into
the German Ocean below the village of Linton. It re-
ceives in its course a considerable number of small tribu-
tary streams, which descend towards it from Lammermoor
heights on the south. To the north of the Tyne, west
from Haddington, is a long ridge, called Gladsmoor, which
overlooks the Tyne on the south, and the Frith of Forth
(5}
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on the north. From thisridge the country descends some. River.

what rapidly towards the sea-shore ; but from Hadding-

ton, eastward, the country is upon the whole level and.

beautiful. The Tyne is in general a-dull and slow-run-
ning river. Like the other Scottish streams, it produces
trout through its whole length. At the lower part of it,
near the village of Linton, it has a kind of rapid, or falls
over some broken rocks. Below these it proceeds along
a flat fertile territory to the sea ; and in this lowest part

of it salmon are taken. The Tyne, like all the streams -

which descend from the heights of Lammermoor, has at
different periods been exposed to very sudden and violent
inundations. The sudden melting of snow, and heavy
falls of rain upon these hills, frequently produce conside-
rable swellings or floods ; but as these, on ordinary occa~
sions, produce little damage, they are not regarded : But par-
ticular instances of floods are recorded which have given no
small alarm to the neighbourhood, and have even been pro-
ductive of serious danger. The continuator of Fordun and

'

Buchanan mention one of these. On Christmas eve 1358, Flood i#

there happened a most extraordinary inundation. The riz 1358

vers, swollen by excessive rains, rose above their banks, and
swept away many villages, houses, and bridges, and many
persons lost their lives whilst endeavouring to save their
property. Not only cattle, but tall oaks and other large
trees were torn up by the roots, and carried off to the sea.
Sheaves of corn were carried off the adjacent fields; from
whence it appears that, the harvest that year must have
been remarkably late. The suburb of Haddington, call-
ed Nungate, was levelled to the ground. As it approach-
ed the abbey of Haddington, a certain nun snatched up the
statue of the Virgin, and threatened: to throw it into the
water, unless Mary protected her abbey from inundation,
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At that moment the river retired (says the continuator of
Fordun), and gradually subsided within its ancient limits.

The year 1755 or 1756 was marked by a considerable
flood of the same rivers In the month of June, when the
day was still and cledr sunshine, not a drop of rain ha-
ving fallen either on that day or the preceding,. a sea of
water came rolling along the plain. through which the
Tyne runs, covering the adjacent fields with about three
feet deep of water. This flood was supposed to have pro-
ceeded from a water spout falling in the lofty grounds °
near the source of the river. :

On October 4th 1775, there happened another very ex-
traordinary inundation, which it has been supposed was
undoubtedly owing to the bursting of a water spout to
the southward, amongst the mountains of Lammermoor ;
for the day was not very rainy, and the inhabitants of the
country, a few miles to the northward, when told next day
what had happened, could hardly believe it,until, with their
‘own eyes, they beheld the dismal effects of the inundation.
The main branch of the river Tyne, which rises about 12
miles to the westward of Haddington, was not remarkably
increased: it was from the rivulet called Gifford water
that the immense flood poured into the river Tyne ; which
about two o’clock afternoon began suddenly to increase to
an uncommon height, and in less than an hour rose 17 feet
perpendicular above the ordinary bed of the river. It
continued in this state for several hours, and then gradu-
ally subsided. The mansion-hounse of Clerkington, and
the beautiful Chinese bridge over the river near the wool-
len’ manufactory, were immediately swept away. The
whole suburb called Nungate, and more than: half the
town, were laid under water. The inhabitants were obli-
ged to abandon [their houses, and take sanctuary in the
fields. Had it happened in the night, many must have
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perished ; but happily no lives were lost, though several Agriculture
of the aged and infirm were saved with great difficalty. On-

the banks of Gifford water, by which the flood descend-

ed from Lammermoor, sufficient traces were left to mark

its course. A considerable number of trees were carried

off from Yester, belonging to the Marquis of Tweeddale ;

and most of the bridges upon that stream were destroyed. go; of

Concerning the soil of the mountainous part, or south- 11;12’;"_':“"‘
ern tract of this county, it is unnecessary to make many
remarks. From the centre of it, the waters descend to-
wards the Tweed on the south, and the Frith of Forth on
the north. It consists, in general, of elevated mountains,
not sharp or tapering, but with a broad surface. They
are intersected by various openings with small streams of
water, adjoining to which are some narrow stripes of ver-
dure, which are sometimes subjected to theplough, but with
little success, not on account of any defect in the soil, but
from the severity of the climate; for in 2 very favounrable
season, tolerable crops are produced ; but as they are late
in arriving at matarity, the frost is apt to set in, and to .
whiten the grain before it is ripe. Excepting these nar-
row stripes, which are only trifling exceptions, the whole
of Lammermoor is a sheep-walk; and is upon the whole
covered with heath. It is a breeding district; and the
farmers sell annually as large a portion as possible of their
stock to the low country grasiers, who carry the sheep to
richer pastures, and fatten them for the butcher.

Smearing of sheep is a” practice which universally pre- Smeating
vails throughout all Lammermoor. A composition issheep.
made of tar and butter or oil ; and this mixture is laid on
or spread over the whole body soon after the separation
of the fleece, or at the commencement of winter. It is
thought that this greatly contributes to preserve the ani-
mal from vermin; to improve and even increase the quan-

Vor. 1. ‘ Dd



418

' EAST. LOTHIAN.

Agricultwretity of wool ; and to secure it firm to the body, so as teo

"

‘

Breed of
sheep.

hinder any part of it from falling off.- This fact having
been controverted, some storemasters have made an éx_pe-
riment of the effects that would be produced by omitting
this operation ; and, it is said, the result was, that the ani-
mal was more infested with vermin, more sickly and dis-
eased, and that the quantity of wool was much less than
if smearing had taken place. Whether this is owing to
the peculiar nature of the breed of sheep in these hills,
which are covered with fleeces loose; open, and shaking,
and not thick, close, and matted, or whether smearing is
advantageous to every sort of hill sheep, does not seem
to have hitherto been in this country fully determined.
The large English breed of white-faced sheep have also
been tried on these hills, but unsuccessfully. They have
enly climbed the sides of the hills, but do not succeed on
the soil of the bleakest and highest moors. . It was found
that the English sheep grew lean, meagre, and pined

‘away, and were neither calculated for the climate nor the

pasture. On the whole, it seems probable, that in this, as
in most other matters, innovation, with a view to im-
provement, is attended with great difficulties. After a
particular breed of sheep has, like the black-faced, active,
and restless kind, been for ages habituated to a territory,
it becomes a rash measure to dislodge them hastily for
any other breed, however valuable, or even to attempt
gre;aﬂy to alter the habits which they have acquired.
Hence, in all probability, has arisen the want of success
which has attended every attempt to introduce a larger
breed of sheep, reared on better pastures, to these bleak
hills, which are exposed .to the easterly and northerly
winds coming from the German Ocean ; and hénce also
arises the difficulty of putting an end to the practice
of smearing. The sheep, being once accustomed to the

/

»
J
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warm and close covering which this operation produ- Agriculture
ces, it becomes necessary to the health and safety of the
constitution of the animal ; and as habits become heredi-
tary, the practice cannot safely be abandoned with regard
to the young. The best, and certainly the safest, mode of
improving a race of animals under such circumstance, sun-
doubtedly consists, not of introducing strangers of 2 dif-
ferent race, unsuited to the climate and soil, but of select-
ing the most valuable individuals of the ancient stock, and
of endeavouring, from these, and from the most select of
their race, to procure a constantly improving breed, till
it shall reach the highest perfection of which the situation
admits. It was in this way that Bakewell, and other ce-
lebrated improvers of sheep and cattle, obtained the kinds
of stock which are now so justly valued in situations simi-
lar to those in which, their improvements were underta-
ken; and this example may, without doubt, be successfully
followed with regard to every species of animals in every
variety of climate and of territory.” The only objection to
this mode of improving a breed of sheep, or of any other.
animal, is; that it requires a considerable length of time and
much perseverance, while the prospect of profit is very
distant; and in an enterprising age, remote benefits are
apt to be undervalued. It is only by some sacrifice of
time, however; that changes in the constitution of animals
can be accomplished. If the ancient practice of smear-
ing sheep is to be suddenly relinquished in a high and ex-
posed territory like that of Lammermoor, it can only be
safely undertaken, by discovering and bringing thither a
race of sheep which have never been accustomed to it,
and which have at the same time been produced in a like
unhospitable climate.

The cultivated territory of East Lothian, from Lammer-
snoor Lills to the sea, affords a distinguished example of

Ddg v
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Agriculture the dominion which well exerted industry enables man to
* General soilacquire over the surface of the globe. East Lothian can

and clis
mate.

‘by no means be justly considered as.very highly favoured
by Nature. -Consisting of an inclined plain, descending
from Lammermoor to the sea, it may be considered as.
averted from the sun’s rays, and held out or exposed as a -
mark in a northern climate to the fierce and chilling blasts
which proceed from the shores of the Baltic. The soil
‘also is in general of that sort in which clay greatly predo-
minates, ; although unpon the sea-coast, and in a variety
of situations, a light loam is to be found, together with

" the gradations in the upper districts from that to clay.

Upon the whole, however, a clay bottom predominates, or
forms the principal characteristic of the soil ; yet under
these disadvantages, and although much territory is unen-
closed, a skilful agriculture has rendered this county almost
the pride of Scotland as a corn country ; as there is undoubt-
edly the greatest reason to boast of the snccessful art and
industry which have her¢ been displayed. Tt must be re-
marked, however, that notwithstanding the northerly ex-
posure of the county, its climate is on the whole very fa-
vourable to the growth of corn. The heavy falls of rain,
brought from the Atlantic Ocean by the westerly winds,.
which so frequently deluge the western part of Scotland,
are very little known in this county.. The greater part
of these clouds are attracted and' broken by the high
grounds between the valley of Clyde and Linlithgowshire
or West Lothian. " The few that escape this attraction are
broken and divided by the Pentland bills.. Part of them
trevel north by Arthur’s seat, and arc wasted in the Frith
of Forth ; another division is attracted by the Moorfeot
hills,. and they proceed along that ridge by Soutra hill
castward along the summit of Lammermoor.

A fcw, however, of these clouds, from their height,
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sometimes escape both attractions, and take their courseAgriculturc -
by Dalkeith towards the vale of Tyne, and to the dis-Rainsand
¢rict above it ; but they are generally diverted out of this Winds.
course by Garleton hills and Traprene Law ; and they
either take a southerly direction towards the hills of Lam-
mermoor, or a northerly direction by North Berwick Law
to the Frith of Forth.

This is the general progress of the western clouds after
the turn of the seasen ; and progressively, as the year ad-
vances, rain with a west wind is less and less felt; and
during the summer and autumn the wind in that point is
a tolerable security for dry weather.

During the winter, the wind, in every point from the
west, round by the north to the east, occaszonal}y brings
snow or rain.

" The snow, however, does not lie for any time in the
Jower district ; and even in the highest, they do not rec-
kon at an average above three weeks of what they call
close weather ; that is, when the snow lies so.deep as to
render it necessary to band-feed their flocks of sheep.

It is generally towards the end of June before the wea-
ther sets in steadily mild. It is even 2 proverbial expres-
sion, that the crops upon the clay and the strong lands
seldom begin to mend until the nights are turned ; that is,
when the summer heats are partly commenced.

The spring in, this county is generally dry, with occa-
sional severe showers of hail or rain from the north-east.

During the whole of May the winds generally blow
from some point to the north, with a bright sun, and a dry,
keen, penctrating air.

It is at this time that the diligent husbandman endea-
vours to have his fallow, particularly upon strong land,
lying under a cross furrow, and in lumpy clods.

The state of the atmosphere, above described, so effec-
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Agricultute tually dries the clods, that most of the rooted weeds enclo-

Rotations.

sed in them are withered and killed.

During the summer, and in the beginning of autumn,
the only: rainy point in this county is from the south and
east; and in ordinary seasons, the wind generally sets in
from that point at the change and the full moon, and brings
from ten to eighteen hours of continued rain.

‘It seems hardly necessary to qualify this average ac-
count of the climate with observing, that in so high a la-
titude as 56 north, it must be subject to considerable
changes and variations.

On 'the high grounds adjoining to the hills, the favour-
ite rotation of craps is, 1s¢, Turnips; 24, Barley or oats ;
3d, Clover ; 4¢h, Oats. This rotation belongs to a soil
and climate unfit for producing wheat. In the lower, that
is, in the greater part of the county, the land is found, or
by cultivation is rendered, fit for bearing crops of wheat.
On such lands a considerable variety of rotations prevails.
The following is frequent on clay soils: 1s¢, Fallow ; 24,
Wheat ; 34, Beans or peas; 4¢h, Barley ; 5¢b, Grass;
6¢h, Oats. Turnips are also introduced to a great ex-
tent, even on some clay soils, on account of their value to-
wards the production of manure, or fattening cattle ; and
the general principle, which for {wo centuries rendered the
Flemish husbandry superior to that of the rest of Europe,
appears to be now established here, v7%. that the cropé
ought to be alternately white and green, or one crop for
man, and one for beasts. Itis to be remarked, however,
that the practice is found advantageous in many situations,
and seems to extend itself, of introducing two or three
years of pasture after every five, six, or eight crops gb-
tained by means of the plough.

The East Lothian farmers have not been able to accom=
plish in practice the agricultural project which is urged
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with so much eagerness by Arthur Young, Esq. that of Agriculure:
abandoning the use of summer fallow, and of substituting
for it drilled crops. The predominance of a clay soil, summer
which so greatly abounds here, as well as in other parts®!oW:
of the island, has hitherto prevented summer fallows from
being abandoned ; turnips and other drilled crops being
least suitable upon such a soil. Concerning turnips, how-
ever, a remark may here be made, which is not peculiar
to this county, but applies to Scotland in general. It is
this, that this root, the turnip, seems better adapted to our
climate than to a more southern latitude. The fly is the
great enemy of that crop ; and it no doubt does at times
prove pernicious here, but far more rarely than in Eng-
land, on account of the greater coldness- of the climate,
and the frequency of rain during our summers; in con-
sequence of which the young plants seldom suffer from
heat so as to encourage the fly. ‘
The great object here, asin the rest of the Lothians, is Wheat
to raise as many wheat crops as possible ; and towards the grops.
raising of that grain farmers in general direct their whole
skill. With this view, the practice is very prevalent of
sowing wheat upon a clover ley, which is accounted a va-
luable preparation for that costly but scourging crop.
Still, however, neither this preparation for wheat, nor the
very favourite one of drilled beans, has been able to ex-
clude the periodical loss of a crop for the sake of summer
fallow. In general, it may be remarked, that the agri-
culture practised here is similar to that used in Midlo-
thian, with the exception, that as this county contains no
very great city, farmers are in general under the necessity
of preparing the manure which is to be used upon their
farms, having no other means of procuring that important
source of fertility. Hence arises a strong biass towards
the use of turnips, as already mentioned ; and hence alse
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Ag"wlt“feresults a disposition towards converting cansiderable por-

Introduc-
tion of fal-
low.

tions of good land into grass for pasture, as it is found no
manure is ever superior, or even equal, to that produced
by grass turf turned down into the seil. But although
grasing is practised, it is in no respect prejudicial to the
culture of grain. On the contrary, although more land
in East Lothian is now in grass than in former times,
yet there is no doubt that the general quantity of grain
produced by the soil has considerably increased.
Farms in East Lothian are in gereral large ; and in pro-
portion as agriculture has improved, and become a source
of wealth; they have gradually become larger. Accordingly
farmers here, as in Midlothian, are men of liberal educa-
tion, and are of an enterprising character. This reputation
they have long possessed. At the same time it must, af-
ter all, be remarked, that the improvement of this county
is not very ancient, as the introduction of summer fal-
low is said to be of no older date than the beginning of
the late century, having been first attempted by John
Walker, a -f"armer' in the parish of Prestonkirk, in conse~
guence, it is said, of the advice of an English gentleman.
His neighbours having remarked the success which at-
tended the practice, gradually ventured to imitate it, till
at length it prevailed universalty. In Scotland, an advan-
tageous practice is no sooner introduced into any part of
the country than it is eagerly adopted 2lmost everywhere.
This may be interpreted in two ways: The Scots are poor,
and they.’ are all extremely eager to become rapidly rich; a
cireumstance which leads them to-grasp at every source of
profit : or there is perhaps a fairer mode of interpreting
the propensity to relinquish ancient practices for others
which afford a prospect of improvement: The Sgots, be-
ing all possessed of literature, have few prejudices to com-
bat, and readily believe that much may be done towards
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ameliorating the arts, from which- mankind derive safety, Agriculture
subsistence, or accommodation. By the diffusion of lite-
rature, information of the success of every improvement is
rapidly diffused over the whele country; and a farmer
finds not merely his interest, but his personal respectabi-
lity, injured by much tardiness in adopting it. Propri-
etors of land, also, are anxipus to see their estates assume
that aspegt of fertility and good order which appears upon
those of their neighbours; and hence a skilful farmer, at
the termination of his lease, is considered as a person whom

-~

every proprietor of land accounts an acquisition to his
estate. He has therefore every adyantage in an attempt to
establish himself anew. Thus the diffusion of literature,
among the different orders of society, has a powerful ten-
dency to encourage the improvement of this as well as
every other art.

Upon the sea-coast, in various situations, sea~ware isManure.
used as a manure. A prejudice long existed, in certain
districts, against the use of lime, fopnded upon this no-
tion, that as the soil,\ in these districts, rest upon a great
bed of limestone, it had already enough of that mineral,
which ought not therefore to be brought from the bawels.
of the earth to be spread upon the surface : but this idea
has been gradually relinquished, in consequence of expe-
rience of the salutary effects of that valuable stimulus up-
pon a¢lay soil, In other respects, the manure here used
is in general the produce of the farm-yard.

It is worthy of remark that, in this county, that va- Threshing -
luable agricultural instrument, the threshing machine,™3hine
was first invented, or at least brought to its present state.
—From the remotest antiquity the practice prevailed, and
still prevails in America, of treading out the corn from
the ear by means of the feet of cattle. In the United
States of America, where human labour is very expen-
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Agriculture sive, the same mode of proceeding is still adopted. It
also exists in the southern parts of Europe. Mr Young
speaks of it as practised in the province of Languedoc,
and other parts, in the following terms : * Languedoc :
Through all the southern parts of this province they tread
out the corn with horses and mules; a man in the center
of the threshing floor, in the open air, drives them round,
and other men supply the floor, and clear away the straw.
In some conversation I had on this method, between Nar-
‘bonne and Nissau, I was assured it was far preferable to
the use of flails ;'that twenty-four mules or horses and
twelve men would depigue, as they term it, 150 septiers
of wheat in a_day ; that some farms produce 2000 sep-
tiers of corn. 'What would flails do for such a quantity ?
I examined the wheat, and did not find it more damaged
than with flails ; but the climate is to be remembered,
which makes the grain much harder than any with us.
Secing some flails going also, I demanded the reason; and
was told that the master would sometimes have particu-
lar parcels of straw thrashed so, to get the corn that was
Jeft in it, if he suspécted too much ; at others, the labour-
ers desire to do it for themselyes, which is sometimes
granted.

¢ Provence : Seeing a large quantity of the president’s
wheat spread on cloths for drying in the sun, and inqui-
ring what it meant, I found it was washed, as all is of
which the best bread is made; owing, beyond all doubt,
to the mode of threshing, which renders it so foul that
this operation is necessary.” A
The softness of the grain in our northern climates, to-
. gether with the supetior cleanness of the operation, ap-
pears to have introduced, at an early period, and to have
rendered universal, the practice of separating the grain
from the chaff and straw by means of the flail, cénsisting
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-of two sticks loosely attached to each other at one end by Agriculeure
a rope ; the one being held in the hands, while with the
other the sheaves of corn are beaten with repeated strokes,
The laborious, tedious, and expensive nature of the ope-
ration, long induced farmers to wish that some mode could
be contrived, by means of mechanism, to abridge the toil
of beating out the grain by flails. Accordingly, we un-
derstand that various attempts were made by ingenious
men to construct a threshing machine. In particular,
about the middle of the late century, Mr Menzies (of
Culterallers, we believe, in the upper part of Clydes-
dale) constructed one, which consisted of a number of
flails moved by a water-wheel. A Mr Stirling of Perth- .
shire contrived and used another upon the principles of the
flax-mill. About the year 1773, a Mr Ilderton at Aln-
wick erected a machine, which acted upon the principle of
rubbing or pressing out the corn. At the same time, 2
Mr Oxley at Flodden framed one with skutchers, but of
a defective nature, and possessing little velocity. The
late Sir Francis Kinloch of Gilmerton, Bart. brought to
Scotland 2 model of Mr Ilderton’s machine, which he
sent to be tried by means of the water-wheel of a barley-
mill belonging to Mr Andrew Meikle, civil engineer at
Houston mill, near Haddington. It was torn to pieces in
the ‘trial ; and when tried anew upon a larger scale, the
same accident accurred. Mr Meikle himself, however,
invented the new machine which is at present in use, and
which is now known and employed, not only in Britain,
but also on the continent of Europe and in America. We
have learned with regret, that, like many other ingenious
men, Mr Meikle has derived little or no emolument from
his invention, though of the utmost utility to the most
important of all arts. The machine has received various
improvements, or at least alterations, but without depart-
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Roads.

nally formed by him. It is accounted a necessary append-
age to every farm ; and one advantage resulting from it
is accounted of great utility, that with little loss of time it
enables the farmer personally to superintend the import-
ant operation of beating out and measuring his grain,
without entrusting much either to the fidelity or the at-
tentiveness of his servants. :

Among an active and enterprising class of farmers,
like those of East Lothian, it would be in vain to at-
tempt to enumcrate particular examples of industry, or
the branches into which it has been directed. As an ex-
ample, however, of these, it may be remarked, that from
the western part of this county, the luxurious capital of
Scotland was for some time almost exclusively supplied
with lamb during the middle of winter, one farmer ha-
ving sent annually to market 100 lambs at a guinea each,
and this even while full-grown sheep could be obtained
forlittle more than half that price. The ewes from which
they are obtained are of the Cowley breed ; they are kept
till they are old, and well fed through the year. By a si-
milar management, it.is said that lambs may be had from
any breed of sheep at any season ; but it is necessary that
the ewes and lambs be kept as warm as possible in- a
house or shed ; the ewes being fed with turnips and oats,
at the rate of a peck of oats daily to twenty of them.

In East Lothian much attention and expence are be-
stowed upon that essential requisite to the improvement of
agriculture, the formation and care of the high roads.
One of the great roads from Edinburgh to London passes
throngh the center of the county, and is preserved in good
repair ; but, on account of the nature of the soil, it is
found extremely difficult, in many parts of the county, to
preserve the roads in good condition during winter.



EAST LOTHIAN. 429

This county contains  abundance of wood. Indeed Agriculture

more trees and hedges are found in the level parts of it Wopds and
than is agreeable to many of the farmers, as they affordPlaotations
shelter to multitudes of birds, and prevent the drying and
ripening of the grain during unsteady weather in the har-
vest.—It would lead to extreme prolixity to take notice
here of the multitudes of beautiful plantations which sur-
round the seats of the nobility and gentry in the south-
western parts of the county. Humbie wood consists of
about 300 acres] of oak and birch ; and being contiguous
to Salton wood, presents a beautiful object to a traveller Salton
when the Lothians open to his view from Soutra hill, "%
There are some wood-cocks and pheasants in it. Itis
infested with that distemper, so pernicious to caitle, called
the wood-i//, or moor-ill ; the effects of which may, how-
ever, be prevented by castor oil, or any other laxative.
To the north of this, in the parish of Ormiston, the
Iands are in general inclosed with hedges of white thorn,.
mixed with sweet briar, honeysuckle, and hedge-row
trees. As the appearance of the country is in general
flat, to a stranger 1t is thought to bear a striking resem-
blance to the country in England. Some of the woods in
the parish of Peneaitland are said to have suffered much
from squirrels, which have penetrated hither from the
Esk in Midlothian, where they were originally introdu-
ced. They attack the young Scotch firs, but more par-
ticularly the larix and elm. The degree of vegetative ac-
tivity of this soil and climate will be sufliciently under~
stood by stating the growth of an elm or oak during five
years, as noticed by Sir Andrew Lauder.
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Girth of the elm in 1788, three feet above

ground..................3 2L

Ditto of ditto in 1793 . . . RSN Mties e L5 g

Medium annual increase .+ . . . .. .. — 12

- Girth of an oak in 1788, at the same height 3 6
attosofnd1ito in WT08 115 30 a . b NludE W g 1 e
Medium annuval increase . . . . . .. — 1131%

Sk Ak In the parish of Ormiston, in Lord Hopeton;s garden
at Ormiston hall, a remarkable yew-tree has been de-
servedly admired. Its trank is 11 feet in circumference
and 25 feet in length ; the diameter of the ground over-
spread by its branches is 53 feet ; and there is about the
20th part of an English acre covered by it: This tree is
still growmg in full vxgour without the least symptom of
decay in any of its branches, which mcrease yearly in
length about an inch. There is no tradition that can be
depended upon for exactly ascertzining its age ; but, from
the best information, it cannot be under 260 years old.
It seems rather more probable to be between 300 and 400
years old. ;

To the eastward of Haddington; 4s well as southward
to the foot of the mountains, the country abounds with
beautiful plantations. In particular; towards the south,
the inclosures and pleasure grounds of Yester, the seat of
the Marquis of Tweeddale, are about ten miles in circum-
ference ;. and in these there are woods and plantations to
Srtidagont a very great extent. In the parish of Haddington, the
park. park of Lethington deserves notice on account of its ori-

gin. The Duke of Lauderdale had been told by the
+Duke of York, the brother and unfortunate successor of
(Qharlcs the Second, that he understood that the country
of Scotland was so naked and barren that it could not ex«

i >
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hibit a single instance of a deer park. Thereafter, when Agriculturc
this prince was about to visit Scotland, the, Duke of Lau-
derdale, to support the pride of his country, enclosed be-

tween 300 and 400 acres with a stone wall of 12 feet in
height, and stocked it with deer. Some years ago Lord
Blantyre reduced this wall to seven feet. - It was at this

place that the excellent, species of apples called Lething-

ton were first cultivated in" Scotland, having been brought

hither from France about the middle of the 16th century.

In the north-eastern part of the county, on the shore of woods at
the German ocean, between the mouth of the Tyne and Eﬁ?i"g“
North Berwick, it has been found that forest trees may

be successfully planted even upon the sea-beech. When \
Thomas, 6th earl of Haddington, came to reside at Tyn=
ningham, in the year 1700, there were not at that time

above 14 acres of woodlands upon the estate, it being
supposed that no trees could grow because of the sea air -

and north-east winds. The earl at first rather believed

the common opinion ; but some successful trials having
produced a hope that the climate might be overcome, his
Lordship entered eagerly into the plan of sheltering and
enriching his lands by plantations. In 1707, was begun

the inclosing and ‘planting of the moor of Tynningham,

to which at that time was given the name of Binning

wood. Prior to that period, it was common to some of

his Lordship’s tenants and a neighbouring gentleman, ex-
cepting a small part of it, for which one of. the tenants

paid a trifling rent.  After the planting of Binning wood,

his Lordship inclosed and divided his fields with stripes of
planting of forty, fifty, or sixty feet broad. The East
Links, which are situated close upon the sea-beech, were

at that time 2 flat barren sand, with scarcely any grass

upon them, and of no use but as a rabbit warrem. A
gentleman from Hamburgh, happening to be at Tynning-
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Agricultiieham,, mentioned, that he had often seen trees gtowing
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Minerals.

on the continent on such a soil. This hint was ‘taken,
and the Links were immediately planted. 'Alf who saw
the operation thought the expence of ‘trees and labour
thrown away ; but, conirary to their expectations, they
throve as well as on the best ground. The trees planted
in the Links are the Scotch fir. In Binning wood there is
a great variety, viz. oak, ash, beech, elm, plane, fir,
willows, and several others; the thinnings of which
have for many years past yielded a considerable income,
often above L. 500 a-year ; and, besides the advantage
that is derived from the shelter which the plantations af-
ford, the grass in the woods is much more valaable than
it would have been if allowed to remain in its original
state. Binning wood consists of about 300 acres; the
plantations upon the estate have at different times been
extended ; and there are now about 8§00 acres ‘of ground
planted at Tynningham. ' X

It would appear that 2 very great proportion of this

_ county, or at least of the western parts of it, from the bor-

ders of Lammermoor to thesea, rests upon abed of the most
valuable mineral strata ; lime, coal, ironstone, and free-
stone, every where abound ; and it is known that several
extensive parishes rest upon a bed of limestone rock. In
the western part of the county various coal mines are at
present wrought. One of cxcellent quality, belonging to
the Farl of Hopeton, is wronght in the parish of Ormi-
ston. In the parish of Tranent there are various colle-
ries, A seam of about two feet thick, at the depth of fif-
teen fathoms, has been wrought by a company of distil-
lers at St Clement’s Wells. Besides this, there are three
collieries in the same parish, Tranent, Elphinstone, and
Birsley. The best seam is that of Elphinstone, being no
less than nine feet thick at the depth of thirty-two and
4
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twenty-five fathoms, according to the ascent and descent Minerals.

of the surface. Below -this is a stratum or seam of five
feet thick ; and, besides these, are several others no
thought svorth warking.

These collieries supply Prestonpans and other places in
the neighhourhood; although coal would seem to exist in
all the neighbouring parishes, particularly in the estate of
Prestongrange, in the parish of Prestonpans, where, how-
ever, none has been wrought during these last 40 yeafs.
At the same time, .as abundance of basaltic rock or whin-
stone is here found, the bed of coal is not considered, like
that of Midlothian, as uninterrupted. Inthe adjoining
parish of Pencaitland, on both sides of the Tyne, coal has
also been wrounght ; and from the pits there, large quanti-
ties are conveyed for the supply of the more southern
and of the eastern districts of the county. Considerable
quantities, also, are conveyed beyond Lammermoor into
Launderdale. Towards the eastern part of the county, the
coal, which is justly accounted the most valuable mine-
xal, fails. At the same time, on the east coast, about In-
verwick and Oldhamstocks, though coal is not worked,
wvarious small seams of it are seen; and it is probable
that, by boring to a considerable depth, richer strata mlght
be discovered. Freestone, ironstone, and lime, are there
found in.great abundance.

In a .country abounding in mineral prcductions, it can- Mineral

not fail to-happen that some springs should receive an im-

pregnation from the various substances deposited in the
bowels of the-earth ; but in this county no mineral wa-
ters have of late attained to any great degree of celebrity.
In the parish of Humbie there is a spring of martial aci-
dulous :water, which was much resorted to about 60 years
ago:by people of fashion for scorbutic disorders. In the
parish of Tranent, there was, within these few years, a

Vor. I. Ee

springs
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Mineral. chalybeate spring in considerable repute at Bankton ; but
""" it has now disappeared; having found.its way, as is sup-
posed, into the waste below ; that is, into the empty space
in a cpal mine after the minerals have been removed. In
the parish of Spott, Kesthill well, near Bothwell (a seat
of the Earl Bothwell), was formerly resorted to for scor=
butic complaints.. In the parish of Salton, near Salton
houge, a mineral spring has been discovered, within these
twenty years, which has been represented asin no respect
inferior to the medicinal waters of Bristol, and as pos-
-sessing the same properties. Lastly, in the parish of In-
nerwick, there is a spring, ‘the water of which is said to
.be remarkable for its uncommon lightness.

Royalbo- - In this county there are three royal boroughs, Had-
B dington, Dunbar, and North Berwick. The borough of
Hadding- -Haddington is governed by a council, consisting of a pro-
e vost, three bailies,. a dean of guild, a treasurer, and nine-
:teen other members, under the appellation of merchant
or trades counsellors and deacons of crafts. s revenues
-amount to about L. 400 Sterling per annum, arising chiefly
from the rents of certain mills, petty-customs, &c. Had-
dington is the tenth in the order of precedency among the
"royal boroughs, and pays L. 1:16s. of every L. 100 of
-the assessments imposed upon them. Along with Jed-
burgh, Lauder, Dunbar, and North Berwick, it possesses

the privilege of electing a2 member of parliament.
The town consists of four streets, which intersect each
-other nearly at right angles. The buildings are in gene-
ral very ordinary ; though some good houses are to be
found. ' As in other Scottish towns they are of stone.
"F'he only public buildings of any importance which be-
.long to:the borough are the town-house and the school-
-house. . The town-house was built in 1748, from a de-
~sign of the late Mr. William Adam, architect; and ad-
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Jjoining to it an elegant assembly-room was built in 1788, Hadding-

ton.

Here balls are frequently held by the families of rank of i et

the county. The school-house is large and commodious. .

By the charter of the borough two annual fairs, or great
markets, are appomted to be held ; the one on the feast
or St Peter, and the other on Michaelmas.. Since the al-
teration of the style these fairs are held in the beginning
of July dnd October; Neither of them are much fre-
‘quented At Haddington a weekly market for grain is
held every Friday. It is accounted the greatest of the
kind in Scotland : that of Dalkeith is second to it. The
weekly prices of grain at the Haddington market have
long been regularly published in all the Scottish newspa-
pers.

Haddington and its vicinity has long been the seat of an Woollen

woollen manufactory. For several centuries past a coarse,
sort. of woollen goods have been manufactured here, par-
ncularly in the suburb called Nungate. Durmg the time
of Cromwell’s usurpation, an English company, of which
one Colonel Stanfield was the principal partner, expended
a very considerable sum of money in establishing a manu-
factory , of fine woollen cloths, For this purpose they
purchased some lands, formerly belonging to the monas-
tery of Haddington, erected fulling mills, dyeing houses,
&ec. and called the name of the place Newmills.  Aftet
the restoration, several Scots acts of parhament were made
for the encouragement of this company, and Colonel
Stanfield had the honour of knighthood conferred on him.
Sir Philip Stanfield was barbarously murdered, A. D.
1687, by his eldest son ; who was tried, condemned, and
executed for the murder, and his head and right hand
placed on the east port of Haddington. The trial, which
is a very curious one, is published in the state trials; and
what appears remarkable is, that even at so late a period

Ee2

manufacs
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Hadding- the superstitious notion seems to have universally obtain--
1,
«—\— ed, thatif the body of a person who has ‘been miurdered

Remark-
able super- .
stition.

is touched by the ‘murderer, the ‘wounds Wfll bleed‘afresh :

For not only was Sir Philip Stanfield’s body taken up,
‘several days after it had been biiféd,. and his son com-.
pelled to touch it, ‘but Sir John Dalrymple, when king’s.
1dvocate, afterwards Earl of Stair, though a man of the
greatest abilities this country ever produced and ‘who-
possessed a-mind as little tinctured with vulgar. ‘supersti-
tion as any of his cotemporaries, lays great stress’in his
charge to the jury on the circumstance of the body’s bleed-
ing when touched by young'Stinfield. After'Sir Philip’s.

‘death the. manifactory declined; and the -affairs of the.

company going into disorder, Colonel Charteris purcha-
sed their lands and houses, and charged the nzme of it
from Newmills to Amisfield, in honour “of the very ‘an-
‘cient family in' Nithsdale of ‘which he was descended.

" About the middle of the late ‘century, under the ‘auspi-
ces of Andrew Fletcher of Milton, ‘one ‘of the judges'of
Yhe court'of séssion,, a company was ‘established for car-

tying on the ‘woollen manufactory, ‘and alarge sum was
subscribed.  The trade proved unsuccessful, and the com-

pany was dissolved ; but a new company, upon a smaller

‘scale, continued the business till about the year ‘1788,

when it was finally dissolved. Tt was afterwards carricd

on by one or two individuals ; but it does not-appear that-
‘the Lothians ‘are favourable to manufactures, notwith-

standing their abundance of fuel and a fertile territory,

producing every thing necessary for supporting‘a ‘crowded

population. . Lven the manufacturc of coarse ‘woollen, so

long carried on by weavers residing in the Nungate, is-
said to have greatly declined of late years.

Monastery,. In Haddington there appearto have been anciently several

considerable religious foundations. Ada, Countess of Nor-.
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‘thumberland, daughter.of the Earl of Warren in England, Haddmg—
widow of Prince Henry, son to Dav1d. the First, king of h—v--.l
Scotland, and*mother of Mal¢olm the Fourth, surnamed

the Maiden, and William sutnamed zbe Liom, kings of
Scotland, founded a priory of nuns A. D. 1178, near
Haddington, dedicated to the Virgin‘Mary. It was situs

ated about a mile to the éastwa.rd of the borough, on the
banks ef the river Tyne, where there is still a little vil-

lage called the Abbey ; but the monastery itself has been -
entirely destroyed. It appears to have possessed very
-considerable revenues, arising from a land estate and

from tithes. The prioress, with the consent of herchap-

ter, in 1567, conveyed the greatest part of the lands be-
longing to the monastexyl,to William Maitland younger of
Lethington 5 and they were afterwards converted by the -
crown into a temporal barony or lordship in faveur of the
family of Lauderdale.—It may here be remarked? that' at Church
the reformation the property of the lands of the cathohcﬂg:‘},’eﬁpx_
church in Scotland were alienated to laymen in a greatdated. -
variety of forms, Had the government possessed sufficient
strength, these lands would naturally have been confisca-

ted, and must have swelled the power of the crown be-
yond all bounds. It was to the confiscation of gcclesiasti-

cal property, and conseguently to the large estates, which

he had in his power to give away, that Henry the Eighth

of England appears to have owed much of the absolute
dominion or authority which he possessed at home, as

well as his importance in foreign politics. In Scotland,

as the reformation from popery took place dufing the mi-
nority of the reigning princess Mary, the nobles and
gentry were left to devise plans for securing to their fa-
milies the church lands in their neighbourhood, without
being under the necessity of expecting them from the fa-

vour of a court. It appears to have been customary for
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Haddmg‘ the beneficed clergy and the monasteries to sell their

b_,,_...:lands to ‘the neighbouring nobility and gentry for what
price they could obtain. This price, though small, ser-
ved as a sort of provision to the present incumbents in the
general wreck of’eAccl‘esiastical affairs. The purchasers
took their chance. of obtaiﬁing their title to be confirmed
by the crown at some future perlod As many of the
popish churchmen were the near kindred of the most dis-
tinguished nobility, they conveyed their lands and reve-
nues to their relations, ‘'who were often too powerful to be
deprived, by a weak ;goverrimcnt, of what had been thus
irregularly obtained. By the different modes now men-
tioned, the catholic clergy themselves became in Scot-
land the instruments by which the property of the church’
was dllapxdated They gifted it to the powerful for pro-
tection ; or they bartered it to the rich for trifling sums
of money, to be applied to their own subsistence during
the remainder of their lives. Some very irfegular trans-
actions of this sort are known to have occurred, of which
we shall mention an example, though it doés not belong
to this county, but to West Lothian, or ‘rather to Fife.
The abbot of Dunfermlmc, w1shmg to raise money at the,
reformation, authorised an agent to sell the exclusive pri-
vilege ‘which belonged to his monastery of plying with
boats at the great passage across the Forth at Queensferry.
The more easily to obtain purchascrs, the abbot’s agent
offered to sell the privilege in shares ; each share to en-
tltle the purchaser to one sixteenth of ‘the whole right.
The project appears to have been successful ; the shares
were eagerly purchased ; the abbot’s agent continued to
sell ‘shares as long as he found persons Wﬂhng to buy ;
and there is evidence still in existence that he actually
sold eighteen sixteenth shares of the Q_ueensferry pas-
sage. -

¢ )
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To return: In the town of Haddmgton there were Hadd:“z-
monasterles of Dominicans and Franciscans. The church e~
of the Franciscans was in 1355 so magnificent, that we Jranqec®
are told by Fordun and John Major it was styled Lucerna
Laudonie, the lamp of Lothian, from the lamps kept
constantly burning in it, which rendered it visible at a
great distance during the night.

The parish 'church of Haddmgton, to whlch two cler- Parish

gymen are at present allotted, is a very large and vene- 2"
rable structure. From the style of the architecture it ap-
pears to have been built in the 12th or 13th century. The
length of the fabric, from east to west, is 210 feet ; the
length of the transept or cross, from:north to south, is
110 feet ; and the breadth of the nave is 62 feet. Only
the western part of the church is now used for public
worship, and might, if properly seated, accommodate 2000
hearers ; the remainder of the fabric is unroofed, and
going fast to ruin.

At what precise time Haddington was erected into aHistory.
royal borough is uncertain; for the town having been ,
several times destroyed by fire, and often laid waste by The town
the inroads of the English, all its ancient records are lost{,?ﬁt_“ﬂy
or destroyed. ‘There is a charter amongst the public re-
cords from James the First, dated 1542 ; but the most an-
cient charter the magistrates are possessed of in the bo-
rough records is one from King James the Sixth, dated
13th January 1624, confirming all their ancient rights and
privileges, of which a ratification was obtained in parlia-
ment A. D. 1633.

In the year 1244, the town was totally consumed by
fire ; and although in that period, not only our towns, but
even cities, being mostly built with wood and covered with
thatch, were liable to frequent calamities of that kind, yet
when we are told (Fordun, lib. ix. c. 64.), that the same
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Hlddmg- night in which Haddington -was burned, Stirling, Rox-
'._..,_..burgb Lanark, Perth, Foifar, Montrosé; and Aberdeen,

Burnt by
the Eng-
lish,

" all underwent the same fate, we are led to sispect that the
misfortune happened by design, and not-accident.

In November 1355, the Scots, taking ddvantage of Ed-
ward Third’s dbsence in France, seized the town of Ber-
wick by surprise, and besieged the castle. This step was
a gtoss violation of a treaty concluded the preceding year;
but the Scots were influenced by the French king, who
had sent over some of his troops; and remitted a conside-
rable sum of money, in order to effect a breach between
Scotland and England. Edward, on receiving the news,
immediately left France, and rcturned home. He arrived
at London, November 1'ith, and obtained from the par-
liament, which was then sitting, a subsidy for six years
of fifty shillings on every sack of wool sold in the king-
dom, in order to enable him to carry on the war. He
staid only three days at London, and set out for the north
at-the head of his army, He reached Durham the 23d
of December, where he issued a proclamation, ordering all
men from sixteen to sixty to repair to his standard against
thé 1st of January, Berwick soon capitulated ; and Ed-
ward, to. be revenged on the:Scots, laid waste the whole
country the length of Edinburgh, burned the town and
monastery of Haddington, as likewise the church. of the
Minorites or Franciscans. This devastation happening
about the beginning of February 1355, it was many years
afterwards remembered by the name of the burnt canidle-
mas. The English fleet which supplied Edward’s army
with provisions was wrecked upon this occasion ; an event
which the continuator of Fordun very sagely ascribes to
the interference of the Virgin Mary, because the English
sailors had impiously broke into her church of Whitekirk,
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arid robbed her image of the costly ornaments wherewith Hatidmg-
it had been decorated by the piety of the faithful.

In April 1548, being the year after the fatal battle of
. Pinkie, an English army, under Lord Grey of Wilton,
entered Scetland, laid waste this and the adjoining coun-
ties, built a fort at Lauder, garrisoned the castles of Dun-
bar, Yester, and Dalkeith, and fortified Haddington, lea-Garrisoned
ving in it a garrison of 2000 foot and 500 horse under Sirf%, ™ £&:
James Willford., The Scots were so much dispirited at
that time, that this garrison rfavaged the country to the
very gates of Edinburgh., The queen mother and Arran
the régent, with the consent of the estates of the kingdom,
applied for aid to Henry Second of France, - He sent over
an army of 6000, veterans under Dessé and other French
generals. They were joined by 8000 Scots, and beganBesxegcdby
the siege of Haddingten. It was gallantly defended bythc K
Willford the governor ; and, in spite of Dessé’s activity,
Sir Thomas Palmer and Holcroft from Berwick forced
their way into the town with 2 supply of men and provi-
sions,

A parliament was convened, July ‘1th, 1548, at the ab-
bey of -Haddington, that is, in the camp itself;: where, in
consequence of the influence of the queen mother, the
French general, and the ambassador Sieur D’Oyessel, the Marriage
consent of parliament was obtained to the young queen’s?w:%;m
marriage with the dauphin, and her education at the court
.of France. Many, and in particular all those who fa-
voured the reformed religion, declared their disapprobation
of the measure, and were for accepting the terms offered
by the court of England ; but the majority were secured
by French money and promises, both of which were dis-
tributed very liberally. Of this number was the regent,
who had a promise of the dukedom of Chatelherault, to-
gether with an annual pension of 12,000 livres for him-
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self ; and for his son, the command of the Scottish guards,
commonly called gens darmes &’ Ecosse. 'The young queen
was delivered to M. de Brezé, who had been sent by the
French’ king to receive her.

-1t may be remarked, that the body of Scottish guards
in the service of the French monarchs was established by
Charles-Seventh in the beginning of his reign as a mark
of his confidence in and gratitude to the Scottish nation for
their powerful assistance, under Archibald Earl of Dou-
glas, whom he created Duke of Tourain. They had the
precedence of all the French troops, and the command was
always conferred on a prince of the blood, or a nobleman
of the first rank. In the reign of James Sixth it was be-
stowed on Prince Henry, and after his death on Prince
Charles, and in their absence was possessed by L. Duke
of Lennox, During the exile of Charles Second, it was
commanded by his brother the Duke of York.

But to return from this digression. The sieg'e of Had-
dington was continued, and its vicinity became the prin-
cipal theatre of the war between the two nations. Sir

-Thomas Palmer made an unsuccessful effort to throw sup-

plies into the place, having lost 400 soldiers, prisoners ;
but Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury, was afterwards sent with
an army of 22,000 men, whilst Lord Seymour, admiral, and
brother of Somerset the protector of England, was directed
to draw the attention of the Scots from the siege of Hadding-
ton to the defence of their coasts at a distance. The admi-
ral made a landing with 1200 men at St Monance in Fife,
but was repulsed by the prior of St Andrews (afterwards
Murray the regent, natural brother of the queen), who
killed 600 and tobk 100 of the English prisoners. The
admiral made a second attempt at Montrose, but was again
defeated with a considerable loss by John Erskine of Dus.
On the other hand, Shrewsbury not only raised the siege
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of Haddington and supplied the place with every necessa- Ha:lofflzs
ty, but marched towards Musselburgh, in the’ nexghbour- et
hood of which Dessé had intrenched himself. Though

the earl attempted in vain to draw Dessé from his strong

camp, yet he decoyed part of his cavalry into an ambuish,

where many of them were killed arid taken prisoners, and  /
amongst’ the former two officers of distinction. Soon af-

ter he returned to England, burning Dunbar and several

other places. After this Dessé resolved to attempt Had- Assault ate
dington by a coup de main. The enterprise was conduct~ temp e
ed with such secrecy that the English advanced guards

were slain, and the bas court before the east gate was gain-

ed before the garrison was alarmed. The assailants were
employed in breaking open the gate, when the place was

saved by a deserter who had left Desse’s army a few days
before. He fired a piece of artillery, which killed many

of the assailants, ‘and threw the rest into confusion. . The

noise alarmed the garrison, who immediately got under

arms; and a party, sallying out through a privy postern,

made such a furious onset with spears and swords, that very

few of those who had entered the bas court escaped alive.

The brave Dessé was not dispirited with this repulse;

and in the morning he thrice renewed the attack, but was

at last obliged to retire with considerable loss. Thereaf-

ter Dessé was recalled, because the arrogance of his tem-

per had rendered him odious to the Scottish nobility. He

was succeeded in his command by Chevalier Thermes, a
knight of the order of St Michael, who brought over with

him a reinforcement of 100 cuirassiers, 200 horse, and

1000 foot. The firstaction of the new French general was

to build a fort at Aberlady. This greatly straitened the
garrison, as it prevented them from receiving any supplies

by sea. At this time, the garrison being reduced to great
extremity from want of provisions, and being informed‘of
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Hﬂddmg- a supply having arrived at Dunbar, the governor marched
-.._V__; out with a strong detachment to endeavaour, if possible, to

Unsuccess-
ful sally.

Evacuated
by the
English.

convey it to Haddington ; but being attacked by a large
body: of the French troops, and 6verpower¢d by numbers,
the gallant Willford, after an obstinate resistance, was ta-
ken prisoner, and the greatest part of the detachment, cut
to pieces. As the chevalier seemed determined at all
events to get Haddington into his possession, which the
English found impracticable to preserve, not only:on ac-
count of its distant and inland situation, but because of
the plague, which had broken outin the garrison, and
swept away numbers, the Earl of Rutland determined

- that neither soldiers nor military stores should fall into the

hands of the enemy. He therefore marched into Scot-
land with‘ 6000 men; and entering Haddington in the
night, he safely conducted all the soldiers and artillery
to Berwick, October ist, 1549, The fortifications of
Haddington are now so completely demolished, that hardly
the least vestiges of them remain,

In 1598, almost the whele town was again consumed
by fire. This calamity is said to have occurred from the

. negligence of 2 maid-servant; and ever since a curfew

Dunbar, »

goes through the town at eight o’clock at night, when, af-
ter tolling a bell, a crier repeats a few rude rhymes, men-
tioning the misfortune, and warning the inhabitants to
greater caution for the future.

Dunbar was erected into a royal borough by a charter
from King David Second about the middle of the four-
teenth century. It is situated on the sea-coast nearly half
way between Edinburgh and Berwick upon Tweed, being
about 27 miles distant from each. It stands on a mode-
rate eminence, and a dry soil. The face of the country
around it is pleasant, rising in general gradually and mo-
derately from a low coast. It forms a very agreeable
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Tandscape ; the back ground of which, in every direction, Duubsr.

‘exhibits a variety of striking objects. Eastward is 5t
Abb’s 'Head, with a bold and high doast; to the south-are’
‘the rising hills bordering upon Lammermoor and the high-
grounds of Whittingham ; westward are Dumpenderlaw,
Garleton hills, and North Berwick Law; and.on the north,
the Frith of Forth, with the Bass, the Isle of May, and.
the coast of Fife. The principal street of the town is
broad and well aired, and the houses, which have greatly
improved of late years, have upon the whole 'a genteel:
appearance. As Dunbar is upon the principal road from
London to Edinburgh, there are good inns here, as well as
at Haddington, for the accommodation of travellers. . At
some distance, among the recks, is a retired place for sea-
‘bathing, with a'room to undress. The town is-accounted:
‘remarkable healthy ;- although,.in-commen with the rest
‘of the‘east coast’of Secotland, it is exposed to cold winds:
from ‘the east and north, chiefly in spring. The town'is
supplied with abundance of pure water, conveyed from St
John’s well near the village of Spott, at the distance of
two ‘miles. It is brought in leaden pipes. = This work
was accomplished in 1766 by the magistrates, assisted by
‘contributions of the inhabitants. On the same occasion
the streets'were new paved.

Dunbar is governed by 2 provost, three bailies, a trea-
“surer, and fifteen counsellors. The public revenue amounts:
to about L. 500 Sterling a-year.

The harbour of this town was originally at Belhaven,gabonr.

at'some distance, but within the liberties of the borough.
The east pier of the present harbour was begun during the
usurpation, ‘and Cromwell granted L.300 towards assist-
tng the work'; but for many years thereafter it continned
very imperfect, capable of containing - only a few-smalk
“vessels.. Early in the late century it was enlarged and *
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deepened, by digging into the solid rock eight feet deep
at an average; and at the same time very commodious
quays were built. This must have been a work of very

great labour and -expence. The harbour; though very

safe; is still small; and of difficult access. A new pier
was somie years ago built on the rock that forms the west

.side of the. entry. Towards this work the convéntion of

royal boroughs contributed L.600 Sterling. A dry deck
Hhas also beén built, . The harbour is défended by a bat-
tery of twelve guns.

The trade chiefly Carrled ot at the port consists of the

‘exportation of the surplus produce of this fertile county.

Wheat, oats; barley, and malt; to the amount of ten or
twelve thousand quarters, are usually shipped here; be-
sides peas; beans; and hulled barley. Dunbar malt was
Iong very celebrated in Scotland. A fishery of some im-
portance has for half a century been established here.
One or twd vessels were usually occupied in the whale«
fishing ; but this branch of trade has been ini a great mea-
sure transferred to Leith. There are here several ﬁshmg
boats employed in the herring-fishery; or in that of white

fish and lobsters. The tonnage of shipping, however, is not

great, amounting to about 2300 tons. Cordage is manufac-
tured here for the use of the shipping. Soapand starch are
prepared in the town and neighbourhood ; and a small
quantity of kelp, that'is, of sea-weed, is burned on the
neighbouring coast for the production of mineral alkali.
The fabric of the church of Dunbar is very ancient. - It
was built in the form of a cross. The body of it is 100
feet long, and it is only 24 feet wide within the walls. k
was founded in the year 1392, by George Earl of March,
for a dean, an archpriest, and twelve prebendaries. In
the éhurchyard there are two grave-stones marking the
burial place of two officers belonging to the castle of Dun-
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bar, with Latin inscriptions in Saxon characters. ~The Dfmiﬁ}-.‘
date of the one is MCCCL;and of the other MCCCLI.

The castle is situated on a reef of rocks projecting into The castle.
the sca, which in many places runs under them, through
caverns formed by fissures in the stone.

It is of great antiquity ; but the time of its efection s Its history.
not known. Dunbar castle is mentioned as early as the
year 858, when it was burned by Kenneth King of Scot-
land. It was long deemed one of the keys of the king-
dom. 1ten0s

In 1073, it appears to have belonged to the Earls of
March.

Anno 1296, the Earl of March having joined King Ed-
ward First, this castle was by his wife delivered up to the
Scots ; upon which Earl Warren, with a chosen body of
troops, was sent to take it. The whole force of Scotland
was assembled to oppose him ; and the Scots, trusting to
their numbers, rushed down the heights on the English ;
but being repulsed with great loss, the castle shorily aftér
surrendered. '

A. D. 1314, King Edward Second, after his defeat at
the battle of Bannockburn, took refuge in this castle,
where he was received by the Earl of March, and:from
thence went by sea to Berwick, in his way to Eng-
land.

A. D. 1333, Dunbar castle was demolished, as ap-
pears from Hector Boetius ; who says, “ That Patrick
Earl' of Dunbar having, on the arrival of the English,
dismantled it, razed it to the ground, despairing to keep
it. King Edward the Third obliged him to rebuild it at his

-own expence, and to admit an English garrison therein.”

A. D..1337-8, this castle, which Buchanan says had

been newly fortified, was besieged by the Earl of Salis- ‘
-bury. . The Earl of March being absent, it was defended
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Dunbar. by his wife; from the darkness of her complection yul-
The castle gatly called Black Agnes. ThisJady, during the siege,

defended

Dy a lady,

performed all the duties of 2 bold and vigorous com-
tmander, animating the garrison by her exhortations, mu-
nificerice, and example. When the battéring engines of
the besiegers hurled stones against the battlements, she,
as in scorn, being, as John Major observes, full of taunts,

-ordered one .of her female attendants to wipe off the dirt

with her handkerchief; and when the Earl of Salisbury
commanded that enormous machine called the Sow .to be
advanced to the foot of the wall, she scoffingly advised
him to take good care of his sow, for she should saon
make her cast her pigs (meaning the men within it) ; and
then ordered 2 huge rock to be let fall on it, which crushed
it to pieces. -

" “The Earl .of Salisbury, finding .so stont a -resistance,
attempted to .gain the castle by treachery ; and accord-
ingly ‘bribed the person who thad the care of the gatesto |
Jeave them open. This the agreed to .do, 'but dlsclosed
the whole transaction to the countess.

Salisbury himself commanded the party who would
enter, -and, according .to agreement, found the gates of
the castle open, and was advancing at the head .of his
men ; when John Copeland, one of his attendants, hastily
passing before him, the portcullis was let down, and Cope-
-Jand, mistaken for his lord, remained a prisoner. Agnes,
‘who from a high tower was observing the ‘event, cried out
to Salisbury jeeringly, “/Farewel Montague ; I intended
that you should have .sapped with us, and. assisted in de-
fending this fortress against the English.” John Major
says, the Earl of Salisbury:would have been taken,had he
:nottbeen pulled back by some of his follosvers. <

The English, thus unsuccessful in their attempts, turn=

.ed the siege into ablockade, closely envirened the castle

4
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by sea and land, and strove to starveout the garrison; when Dunbar.
=

Alexander Ramsay; havmor heard of the extremities to

which Dunbar was reduced, embarked with forty Tesos -

lute men, eluded thé vigilance of the English; and ta:
king the advantage of a dark night, entered the castle by
a postern next the sea, and, sallying out, attacked and dis=
persed the advanced guards. "The English comrﬁanéef;
disheartened by so many unfortunate events, at length
withdrew his forces, after having remained before Dunbar
during nineteen weeks.

In 1565; after the death of Rlzzw, Queen Mary reti-
red to this castle, where she was joined by a number of
her friends ; and in 1567, she and Bothwell havmg fled
from Edinburgh, were pursued with such vigour by a party
of horse, commanded by Lord Hume, that they had barely
time to reach this fortress ; from which she marched with
an army, composed of Bothwell’s friends and dependants;
to Carberry hill; where; being defeated and abandoned by
them, she surrendered herself prisoner, and was sent to
Lochleven castle.

In the year 1567, Crawford; says Murrdy; laid sicge to
the castle of Dunbar ; and the governor, seeing no hopes
of relief, surrendered it on favourable conditions ; the
great guns were all dismounted, and carried to the castle
of Edinburgh.

Among the rocks here are some basaltic columns :
they are thus described b}r Pennant : “ Between the har-
bour and the castle is a very surprising stratum of stone,
in some respects resembling that of the Giant’s Causeway
in Ireland. It consists of great columns of red grit-stone,
either triangular or Bexanghlar ; their diameter from one
to two feet ; their length at low water thirty : dipping or
declining a little to the south, they are joined, but not so
regularly or so plainly as those which form the Giant’s

VOL.'I.' Ff
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Dunbar. Causeway. The surface of several that had been totir
off appear as a pavement of numbers of convex ends, pro-
bably answering to the concave bottoms of other joints
incumbent on them. The space between the columns
was filled with the septa of red and white sparry matter,
and veins of the same pervaded the columns transversely.
This range of columns faces the north, with a point to
the east, and extends in front above two hundred yards.
The breadth is inconsiderable. The rest of the rock de-
generates into shapeless masses of the same sort of stone,
regularly: divided by thick septa. This rock is called
by the people of Dunbar the Is/.”

The castle is buils with a reddish stone. Several of the -
towers had a communication with the water. Under the
front is a very large cavern of black and some red stone.

North Ber-- North Berwick is a royal borough of considerable an-

o tiquity ; but its old charter having been accidentally lost
or destroyed, it obtained a new one from James Sixth.
Independent of its political importance as a borough, it is
of no great consideration, being merely a village contain-
ing about 700 inhabitants. No manufacture is conlucted
in it to any considerable extent. It has a harbour, whose
only regular trade seems to consist of the exportation of
grain. A small quantity of kelp is annually made from
the sea-weed cut from the rocks at low water ; but the
driven sea-ware is used as a manure. The town stands,
‘however, in an agreeable situation on the sea-shore, be-
side a beautiful country. The lands are in general en-
closed. There are many stripes of planting or clumps of
trees. Itis all arable and fertile, with the exception of
about 89 acres of Links on the sea-shore, and the lofty
hill called North Berwick Law, which is extremely re-
markable on account of its rising suddenly out of a level
territory.



EAST LOTHIAN, 451

The old Cistertian nunnery at North Berwick is wor- Nortthm‘-
ihy of notice.

This ruin stands on an eminence at a httle distance to Nunnery.
the north-west of North Berwick; and commands a de«
llghtful view of the Bass, North Berw1ck Law, &ec.

The follqwmg account of it is given by Sir James Dal-
rymple : - ¢ There was a monastery of nuns at North Ber-
wick, founded by Duncan Earl of Fife; which was ;go-
verned by a prior and prioress: This was Duncan Earl
of Fife the Elder, who died amno 1154. I have seena
charter by King David, cqnﬁrmmg, Elemo.rmam illam
quam Duncanm, comes, dedit mensalibus de North Ber-
wick, et terram que dicitur Gilletdmeston, testibus Waltero
Cancellario, Adamo Capellano, et Hugone de Moverl. To
Duncan Earl of Fife, who dled anno 1154; succeeded
Dancan his son, also Earl of Flfe, who gave to the mo-
nastery the lands of Muthritht in Flfe, and other lands
which are confirmed by King Wllham and also the do-
nation, by Duncan the Elder, Earl of Fife, of the lands
of Kirkamstoun, and of two hospitals. Soit is like, that
Earl Duncan the Elder was the founder; and that the
church had been orxgmally the cell or kirk of a religious
person called Campston, which was then dedicated to the
blessed Virgin Mary, and the hospital turned from the first
use, and the rent apphed to the monastery. 1 have seen
King David’s confirmation, and that by King William, and
one by Duncan Earl of Flfe, and many other charters were
granted by the kmgs, the Earls of Fife, and Duncan and
Adam de Kilieneath, Earls of Carrick, and by bishops
and other great men, to that monastery, but were unfor-
tunately burned in the great fire at Edmburgh in the year
1700, and a few only preserved, which were not'in the
same house with the rest. The charter by the Earl Dun-
ean the Younger, confirming that.of his father, is extant.”

Ffz
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Tamtallin. - “Tamtalfan Castle stands a'little more than two miles east
; of the town of North Berwick on a2 high rock overlooking
" the sea, which surrounds'it on three sides'; its shape bemg
half an irregular hexagon. “Much of the building 1s re-
maining, though in a ruinous state. It is énéompasscd
towards the land-side by a double ditch, the inner one véry
deep.” The entrance’ was over'a drawbridge through a
stone gate,' which, with some ‘other parts of-the' wall, is
built 'with a rough stone, banded at certain distances with -
square stone. A rising ground covers ‘the ditches and
‘lower parts of the wall, so as’ to render them invisible to
persons approaching it. It was formerly ‘one of the
strongholds of the Douglasses, and was held for some
time \5gaihst King James the Fifth. He besieged it in\
1527, and only took it by the treachery of the person en-
trusted with its defence.

‘There 'is a tradition among the soldiers, that the Scots
march now beéat was first composed for the troops going on

"this siege ; and that it was meant to express the words
-Ding down Tamtallan.

This castle was destroyed in 1639 by the covenanters;
the Marquis of Douglas” having favoured the cause of
King Charles the First. ~ At present it is entirely in ruins.

The Bas. . From North Berwick 1s a view of the Bass and the isle
of May. The former is a small island or insulated rock
within the Forth, about a mile distant from the south
shore, inaccessible on all sides except by one narrow pas-
sage. Upon the top of this rock there isa spring, which
sufficiently furnished water for the garnson of a small
castle (now neglected). There is also pasture for twenty
or thirty sheep, and a small warren of rabbits ; but this
rock is more’ particularly famous for the great flock of
sea-fowls which resort tlhiither in the months of May and
June'; thie sutface ‘of it being almost covered with' their

.

'
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nests, eggs, and young birds, , The most esteemed among The Bass.
these birds is the solan goose and the kitty waicke ; there Solan geese.
being only one other place, that is, an island in the west
of Scotland, Ailsey, where these geese breed ; and from
thesestwo places the, country-is furnished with them du-
ring the months of July and August, The island of Bass
was an ancient possession of the family of Lauder, who

for a long time refused to sell it, though solicited to’it by
" several kings. King James Sixth told the then laird, he
would give him whatever he pleased . to-ask forit; to
which he answered, “ Your Majestie. must ¢’en’ resign it
to me, for I’ll have the auld ‘craig back again.”” . How-
cver,-the family at length falling into decay, it was, in the
year 1671, purchased by, King Charles the Second ;
during whose reign, and that of his brother James, it was
made astate prison, where the western covenanters, call-
ed Garmeronians, were confined for being in’arns against
the king. ., After the revolution, a desperate crew: of
people got possession of it ;,2nd Laving a large boat, which
they hoisted upon the rock or let down at pleasure, com-
mitted several piracies, took 2 great many. vessels, and it
held out the last of any place in, Great Britain for King
James ; but their boat being at lengtly seized or lost, and
not receiving their accustomed supply of provisions from
France, they were obliged to surrender.

A cavern runs through this rock' from north-west to
south-east. It is quite dark in the centre, where there is
a deep pool of water ; from thence it widens towards both
apertures : that at the south-east side is the highest.

Besides the three royal boroughs of Haddington, Dun-
bar, and North Berwick, there are a considerable number
of villages in this county. One of the most remarkable
of these is that called Prestonpans, which is a long village Prestoss
upon the sea-shorc.mear the western extremity of the
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Preston-  county. It evidently derives its name from the saltworks

pans,

—~ or pans here ‘established, and from the small village of

Preston, which is about a quarter of a mile to the south of

it. - The building of the town of Prestonpans is supposed

to have taken place after that of the salt pans. At the

beginning of the late - century, the town was commonly -
mnamed Saltpréston. It consists of two boroughs of ba-

rony, the Fast ‘and the West. * A borough of barony is

an incorporation erected by the king, but upon lands of

which a subject is the superior.

Tenuresof . Aq it is impossible in this Work to avoid making al-

lands in

Scotland.  Jusions to the mode in which real property is held in Scot-

Jand, it may be here proper, concisely, to notice that sub-
ject. * To this day the forms of the feudal system are pre-
served in Scotland so far as relates to the transference and
tenure of real property. = The whole lands of Scotland
are held of the king, or the prince his eldest son, as stew-
ard of Scotland and Duke of Rothsay. Persons holding
lands of the king or prince are styled freeholders; but
they have no vote in the election of members for the
counties unless their lands are valued at L. 400 Scots, ac

cording to a valuation made in the time of ‘Charles Se.
cond. Persons holding of the king or prince as their supe-
rior may grant portions of their lands to be held under
themselves. Those recciving such secondary grants are
usually denominated fewars. They are said to hold of a
subject superior. It is by this tenure that houses in vil-
Jages, ‘and small properties throughout the country, are
usually held, and the feuar is in law denominated the vas-
sal of the freeholder, who is his superior. At the same
time, feuars may subfeu their property ; and thus have
vassals, to whom they in their turn are'held to be sn-
periors. + In.former times, every vassal was bound tq
gerve in war the superior from whom' he held his lands:
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In modern times, however, he is only bound to make Pmt‘m-
such payments as are stipulated in the charter or grant of n_...v._r
his lands. 'When lands are to be sold, the party who sells
resigns them into the hands of his superior, whether the
king or a subject, to be delivered over to the new purcha-
ser, who, by acceptance, and receiving formal posses§ion,
comes into the right of the party from whom he purchases.
When a proprietor dies, his heir, upon proving his right
to the satisfaction of a jury, is entitled to be received as
vassal in his stead, and to have the lands formally deli-
vered to him. When a new vassal is received, either in
consequence of a sale, a seizure for debt, or the death of a
vassal, certain payments are, by the terms of the original
grant of the property, usnally required to be made to the
superior ; and a considerable expence is incurred in exe=
cuting the requisite legal instruments. As the expence is
usually greatest when property is held of the crown, most
persons prefer holding small properties of a subject ; that
is to say, properties not amounting to several hundreds per
annum, entitling their owner. to vote at the elections for
the member for the county. All the forms of feudal -
holding, however, are so. expensive, that the practice is
gradually introducing itself, with regard to small proper-
ties, of holding them by very long leases of 1000 years,
or some similar period, considered as equivalent to per-
petuity. Such tenures, however, or rather all tenures by
lease, are subject to some inconveniences, whlch we shall
take a future: opportunlty of explaining. ;
A royal borough is in Scotland an incorporation hold-
ing a determined tract of territory with a jurisdiction an-
nexed toit. If the burgesses. hold their various small
properties immediately of the king, it is-a royal borough ;
but if the. territory of the incorporation is held in feu of
a subject, it is then styled a borough of regality, or of bas
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rozy, according to the privileges and rank which the sub-

$——— ject superior anciently enjoyed.

Harbour,

Ancient
trade,

The only harbour belonging  to Prestonpans is called
Morison’s _baw‘ﬂ3 so styled from a family of the name of
Morison, who were formerly proprietors of the .estate of
Prestongrangc. About eighty or nmcty years ago, it was
called Newbaven, and often Achesoris baveﬂ, from an an-
cient fanply, the progenitors of the present Lord Viscount
Gosford in.Ireland. It is situated a little to the west of
the town. . It has about ten feet of water at stream tides.
This might, be deepened so. as to draw twelve.. It is
reckaned one of the safest harbours in the Frith.

Before the union, a considerable foreign trade was car-
ried on here, especially in Dutch and French goods. Be-
sides the home ‘market, these goods, together with salt
and tobacco, were carried to the north of England, and
many of ‘them were smuggled into that kingdom with
great: profit to the adventurers. From England they
brought wool, and exported it to France.: They ex‘portcdl
likewise malt, salt, and coals.  In consequence of the duties
that were imposed after'the. union, the trade, especially
with England, was much less advantageous. . It was, not-
withstanding, still carried on to a great ‘extent. In the
year 1719, 41 cargoes were delivered at the port of Pres-
tonpans, 19 of which were imported in ships belonging to
the town. Of these cargoes; 21 were wholly from Nor-
way, six from Sweden, one from Dantzic, two from Dant-
zic and Norway, two from Bremen, five from Rotterdam,
two from Havre de Grace and St Merlin, one from Opor-
to, and onefrom Maryland in North- America. This last
cargo consisted of ~u2 hogsheads of tobacco, 59 of which
were delivereZ ‘at Prestonpans, and the remainder was
carried to'Leith. Some years after this-period, several of
the vessels belonging to this port were lost at sea,  This,
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together with the check that it received at.the unioxr; gave Preston,
the trade a blow from which it never, recovered. No per- Ji::;_,
son of. enterprise or capacity, or possessed of a sufficient
stock, made any persevering cfforts to re-establish it.
Purchasers, not finding such an assortment of goods as
farmer]y, had recourse to other ports ; and about the year
1745 it entirely. ceased; The harbour mostly used by
the traders was Port Seaton, about a mile to the east, in
the parish of Tranent. Before the union, and for some
years after it, the Dutch trade centered chic‘ﬂy in  Pres-
tonpans and Queensferry.

At present the exports are only fish, and some articles
manufactured in the neighbourhod. . The imports consist

of ingredients for these manufactures, and sometimes of
English barley for the use of some neighbouring distille-
ries.  Here, however, a custorahouse is.established, with a
jurisdiction exteuding from the Figgat burn in Midlothien,
on the west, to thic mouth of the Tyne on the east,

The manufacture from which this town originally deri- xlrﬂen:g;it.
ved its name, that of, salt, is still carried on here., Itis
produced by the evaporation of sea-water in large shallow
iron vessels or pans. . ‘When the weather is dry, and the

coal good, 2 pan may be drawn five times in a week.
Each draught requires three fillings of water, and yields in
sumimer about 18 bushels, in winter about 16. The dif-
ference is owing to the sca-water being stronger in sums-
mer than in winter. For the same reason, in winter, it
requires 26 or 26 Lours to a draught, in summer only 20
to 22.. The process-is sometimes retarded by the bad-
ness of the coal. - When the sea-water is good, a Scotch
gallon of it, about 20 lb. avoirdupois, will yield of salt,
nearly one pound avoirdupois. The draught consumes
from 18 to 26 bolls of small coal or culm. The price of
the coal is about eight pence per boll when laid down at
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P;:;f:ﬂ the pan. Two men are employed in working a pan;
\—— their joint wages from 17 to 20 shillings per week. From
the tim¢ the salt is drawn till it is sold, the waste by lying
in the granary is computed at one bushel in ten. . The
better the salt is made, the waste is the less, When it is
conveyed by land, 2 high wind occasions a greater waste
‘than a moderate rain. Three bushels in 40 were formerly
allowed for waste when it was carried coastwise ; but this
allowance was afterwards reduced by statute to one in 40.
Upwards of 10,000 bushels of salt are usually made here
annually.
Stoyeware, A manufacture of stoneware has been carried on at this
village dﬁring almost fifty years. White stoneware and
cream-coloured ware are manufactured. The clay made
use of in the manufacture is brought from Devonshire, and
the flint from Gravesend. White and red lead are brought
from London, Hull, and Newcastle. Fine clay is found
in abundance in the neighbourhood. A manufacture of
brown ware has also existed at this town for about 100
years.. ‘The clay ysed in it is found in the immediate vi-
cinity. Bricks and tyles are also manufactured here. ~ A
manufacture of oil of vitriol, spirit of salt, aquafortis, and,
Glauber salts, has also been long carried on here.
Ovster-fish- L he fishery at this place has at different periods varied:
CRE in its importance. The chief fishery is that of oysters.
Opysters are found on a strongclay bottom, on rocks and
stones, and sometimes, though but thinly, in what is call-
ed by the fishers sea-zathe. These last are of a very in<
ferior quality. Those caught nearest to the town are
usually the largest and fattest. Hence the large ones ob.
tained the name of pandores ; 1. e. oysters caught at the
doors of the pans. The sca-water a little freshened is
reckoned the most nourishing to oysters. This may be
one reason why those canght near to the town and shores
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gre so large. Sand is prejudicial to them. The fishers Preston-

dredge from four to fifteen fathoms depth of water. When
they draw the -dredge, they begin the oyster song, which
they sing till the dredge is hauled up. The large oysters
are picked out, and kept ; those that are too small for
present use are thrown back into the sea. An oyster is
- reckoned sizeable when its shells are an inch and a half
in diameter. ~ Buckies, clams, sea urchins, star fish, and
corse fish, are found in the oyster beds. The two last
mentioned, especially the corse fish, prey on oysters, and
likewise on muscles. The scalps reach from the shore
about six miles into the Frith, and extend both to the éast
and west of the boundaries of this parish. In May the
oysters cast their spat or spawn. They are sickly in June
or July, but recover in August. For this reason the dredging
commences on the 1st of September, and ends on thelast of
April. The common observation is, that the oyster season
lasts during the months in which the letter » occurs ; but
the fishers have not confined themselves strictly to these
months. The young fry are said to acquire shellsin twenty-
four hours, but do not become saleable in less than two or
three years. The shells make an ‘excellent lime, remark-
able for its whiteness. The boats belonging to Preston-.
pans usually amount to about ten in pumber. Each boat
requires five men ; but the profits are divided into six
shares, one share being set apart for upholding the boat.
About thirty years'ago, the scalps were so productive,
that 6000 oysters and upwards were frequently dredged
by one boat in a day. The price at that time was six
pence per hundred. Besides the consumption in the
neighbourhood, they were exported to Newcastle, Hull,
.and London. A merchant in Leith, in the year 1773, con-
tracted to ship oysters on commission for London. He
purchased for different companies, and for ten years paid

pans.
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Pmtoﬂ- L 2500 Sterling per annum for oysters., The value of the
s——v—— home consumption was estimated to be still greater. Forty
boats were then employed of which 'sixteen belonged to
Cockenzie in the parish of Tranent, sixteen to Preston-
pans, Cuttle, and West Pans, and eight to Fisherrow.
The oysters. for the London market were packed in bar-
rels. ; Twelve vessels were employed in the trade from
the middle of January to the middle of May. Each ves-
sel carried ata medium 320 barrels : each barrel was sup-
posed to contain 1200. A pattern was given to every boat,
with injunctions to barrel none of a smaller size ; but these
injunctions were far from being strictly observed. Thirty
cargoes have been shipped in a season.  The oysters were
dropt in bays at the mouth of the Thames and Medway,
and other grounds, to fatten until the fall, when they were
dredged and sent to market. The trade was given up in
the year 1786, owing to a scarcity and advanced prices of
oysters, the price having risen from four  shillings and
sixpence to seven and eight shillings per barrel, During
some of the last years in which it was carried on, part
of the cargoes were made up of oysters from Newha-
ven. « The scalps were greatly exhausted by this trade ;
s0 that of late years a boat seldom returns with more than
400 or 500. But it must be observed, that 100, as rec-
koned by the fishers, contains 33 warp. Four oysters
make a warp; so that the 100 is equal to 132. They
are usually sent to Edinburgh, Glasgow, and New-
castle :~ to the latter place they are usually conveyed in an
open boat manned with six men. Besides oysters many
other kinds of fish are here caught, particularly haddocks,
cod, skate, flounders, whitings, lobsters, crabs, and some-
times mackerel. §
A singular commercial institution is connected with this
town. - On the second Tuesday of July, annually, the tra-
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velling chapmen, that is, the ‘itinerant sellers of wares, or FPreston-
pedlars, of the three Lothxans, meet at Prestonpans, and‘—?—x:,—.:
clect some of their number for the purpose of holding Sgsllzzof
courts to enforce the observance of bye-laws, to whick
they bind themselves to give obedience at their admission
into the society. They elect on this occasion a provost
or preses, a depute, a clerk, a treasurer, six bailies, and
several counsellors. ‘There is one bailie for Prestonpans
and Cockenzie ; one for Haddington and North Berwick ;
one for Dunbar and Oldhaimstocks ; one for Musselburgh
and Dalkeith; one for Queensferry and Borrowstonness;
and one for Linlithgow and Bathgate. After the election
they march in a'body, preceded by music, to the cross at
Preston ; there they drink ‘a few bottles of wine, and then
return. In the towns where their boothsare erected at fairs,
the bailie for that town gets a pledge from each chapman,
who is bound to. attend.a meeting of the whole number af
an appointed hour in the evening or next morning, Here
the behaviour of each during the fair is inquired into. = If
any of the bye-laws have been transgressed, a fine is exacted
and paid. If the offence has been'gross, they are expelled.
The fines are deposited in the hands of the treasurer, and
are applied to relieve the widows or families of those mem-
Lers of the society who need supply, and sometimes those
who have been unsuccessfulin business. They cannot pro-
ceed to an election unless some married members be pre-
sent ; but the preses is usually chosen from among the
unmarried ; it being supposed that those of this descrip-
tion will more readily attend the fairs. When a new
member is admitted, he pays some entry money, which is
added to the common stock. The son of a member pays
less than a stranger. No information has been obtained
that can be depended on'as to the time when this society |
was first insiitute\:d, nor how they came to hold their an-

v



469

EAST LOTHIAN:

Pl_)f::f:n- nual meetings at Preston: * The members residing in Edst
‘——~= Lothian were always the most numerous; which might be

Battle of
Preston,
X745:

a reason for holding the meeting in this county ; and Pres-
ton, being situated at its western extremity, is the fown
nearest to the other two Lothians. In the year 1736; they
acquired. a right to the cross there, which they still pre.
serve. So much is Preston now decayed, that this cross
stands i in afield. The number of pedlars keeping pack-
horsesis much fewer than it once was: About fifty years
ago, there were fifteenin East Lothian, all of whom had a
good trade. At present they are greatly dechned P and
the whole number of members in the society is supposed
to be below tizventy-four. Persons living in the country
aré n6w mote accustomed than formerly to purchase dif-
ferent articles of merchandize in towns or villages; where
the assortments are more extensive, and to which the ac-~
cess, by means of good roads, has now become more con=
venient than in ancient tlmes.

In Prestonpans there is a market for butchers meat
every Wednesday and Saturday ; but it is attended only
by butchers from the neighbouring villages of Tranent
and Musselburgh. Indeed this place appears to have de-
clined considerably during the last fifty years. In 1754
there were sixteen brewers in it, whereas they are now
reduced to less than one-third of that number. There are
heretwo water mills for grinding flint for the use of the pot-
teries. They are chiefly worthy of notice on account of
the mode of their movement. The one is turned by the
water of a coal level, and the other by the sea-water cols
lected at the flow of the tide.

Above the village was fought the battle of Preston A.D.
1745, 'in which the army of the rebels obtained a victory
over the king’s forces. The commander in chief in Scot-
lapd, Sir John Cope, hadleft Stirling to go to the Highlands
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1o meet and disperse the rebels before they could gather Preston‘
strength and become formidable. When he came within 22 ‘_—v—u
miles of fort Augustus, he learned that they were strong-

ly posted, so that, with the forces under his command, it
might be hazardous to attack them. Instead of remaining

in front of them, to wait for reinforcements, and thereby

" at once to protect the low country and obtain a chance of
compelling the Highlanders to disperse from want of mo~

ney and provisions, he adopted the strange resolution

of marching off towards Inverness on his right. From
thence he proceeded to Aberdeen, where he embarked his

troops for the purpose of passing round by sea to the

south, "The rebels wisely did not pursue him ; but find-

ing the whole of Scotland thus delivered up to thern by

the royal commander in chief, they marched southward,

and, in the manner we formerly mentioned, entered Edin

burgh, where they got moncy and muskets, of both of
which they were in great want. The following account

of the battle is nearly that given by John Home, Esq. in

his late/history of the rebellion.

On the 18th of September, Sir John Cope completed March of
the landmg of his troops at Dunbar, to which port he had :?;;oyal
sailed from Aberdeen. On the 10th, he left Dunbar with
his army, and marched towards Edinburgh. This little
army made a great show ; the cavalry, the infantry, the can-
non, with a long train of baggage carts, extended for seve-
ral miles along the road. The people of the country, long
unaccustomed to war and arms, flocked from all querters
to see an army going to fight a battle in East Lothlq,n -
and, with infinite concern and anxiety for the event, be-
held this uncommon spectacle.

That day the army encamped in a field to the west of
the town of Haddington. Next day the army moved
again, dirccting their movement towards Edinburgh by
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the post road, till they came rear Huntingdon 3 and turn-
ing off there; took ‘the low road by St Germains and Sea-
ton. = Inthis march the officers assured the spectators, of
whom no small number attended them, that there would
be no battle ; for as the cavalry and infantry were joined,
thie Highlanders would not venture to wait the aftack of
so complete an army. Itis doubtful whether or not the
people who talked in this manner really thought so; but
such was the tone of the army ; and whoever did not hold
the same langnage was 1ooked upon as a lukewarm friend.
Sir John Cope, informed of the approdch of the rebels,
thonght that the plain between Seaton and Preston, which
he 'saw before him; was a very proper piece of ground to
receive them; and continued his march along the high
road to Preston, till he came to the place since well known
by the name of the field vf battle ; and there he formed
his army, fronting the west, from which the enemy was
expectéd.  In a very short time after Sir John Cope had
taken his'ground, the Highland army came in sight.

The Highland army marched from’ Duddingston in a -
column whose front was v'ery narrow, three men in a rank.
They crossed the river Esk at the bridge of Musselburgh;
and proceeded along the post road till they came to Edgs
Bucklin Brae.' | There they left thé postroad; and, going
by the west side of Walliford, advanced a good way up
Fawside hill ; then turning to thé left, bent their tourse
towards Tranent, and, coming in upon the podt'read again,

a little to the west of that town, continued their march till
theyking’s army saw them appear. The soldiers shouted
with  great vehemence. The Highlanders returned the
shout ; and marching on till the head of the column was
fiear Tranent, they halted, faced to'the left, and formed
the line of battle about half a mile from the king’s army.

As the Highlanders, in marching from Duddingston; -

C 4 ‘
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had miade 2 circuit: They did not come from that quér. Batle of
ter whence they were expected ; and Sir John Cope, as;—-v:n..a
soon as he saw them appedr on his left, piit his troops in
motion, and; changing the front of his army from west to
south; faced the enemy! ‘On ‘his right was the village of
Preston, and still nearer his right, the east wall of Mr
Erskine of Grange’s park § which; extending a gredt way
from south to north, had a high road at each end of
it.  On his left was the village of Seaton ; in his rear, the
village of Cockenzie and the sea; in his front, the rebels
and the town of Tranent. Between the two armies was 2
morass ; the ground on each side of it was soft, boggy;
and full of springs, that formed a run of water, which
went down in a ditch to Seaton; where it ended in a mill-
dam. In this boggy ground there were 2 great many cuts
and drains; which had made some parts of it more firm s
and in these places there were several small enclosures
with hedges, dry stone-dikes, and willow trees. In the
front, and but a few paces from the front of the king’s ar-
my, there was a ditch with a thick and strong hedge.
The distance between the two atmies; that were sepa=
rated by this uncouth pi€ce of ground, was little more than
half a mile. In number they were nearly equal ; the su- Numbersift
periority, though but small, was on the side of the rebels, <k 2™
Sir John Cope’s army, when he avoided an engagement
Wwith the rebels posted at Cortyarrak, near fort Augustus,
consisted only of 1400 men. In marching to Inverness,
and from Inverness to Aberdeen, he met with two com-
panies of Guest’s regiment, which he brought with him
to Dunbar. At Dunbar he ‘was joined by the two regi-
ments of dragoons; amounting to 600 men ; so that hig
army, at the battle of Preston, consisted of 2100 men, be-
sides some new raised companies of Lord Loudon’s regi+
inent, and the 42d, which were sent to Cockenzie as th#

Vor: I. : Gg
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;atfl"'of baggage guard. When the rebels came to Edinburghy
A—,— they ‘were somewhat under 2000 men.; next day 150
M<Lachlans joined them ; and before they marched from
Duddingston to meet Sir John Cope, they were joined by
250 Athol men ; so that the rebel army at the battle of

Preston amounted nearly to 2400.

The afterncon was spent in various movements ; Sir
John Cope always endeavouring to preserve the advan-
tage of his situation. But when evening came, and night
approached, his situation did not seem so advantageous as
he imagined. It appeared too plainly, that his troops
were shut up and confined to a place from which it was
not thought safe for them to go very far, whilst the rebels
were. at liberty to move about as they pleased, and were
actually in  continual motion, hovering about the king’s
-army to find an opportunity and rush in upon them. The

. night was at hand, dark and cold ; for although the wea.
ther was fine, and remarkably warm in the day-time, the
nights were cold and frosty, as they usually are in Scot-
“land at that season ; for it was the 20th day of September
old style.

7 Then, and not till then, some pcople began to fear that

s the army, which stood upon the defensive, and was to pass
the mqht under arms, would be attacked in the morning
w1th advantage by an_enemy, who, secure from attack,

.and sheltered from the cold by their plaids, might lie

- down ands take their rest, and rise fresh and vigorous for
the fight. Such were the gloomy reflections on one side,
Evhen night sat down upon the field.

During the night, Mr Robert Anderson, son of Ander-
son of Whitbrough in East Lothian, suggested to Prince
Charles Edward, the son of the pretender, a plan for pags;
ing the morass which divided the armies. The plan was
adopted ; and about three o’clock in the morning, orders
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~ Wére Sent to Lord Nairn, who had been detachéd with Battle of

590 men towards Preston (to prevent Sir John Cope from :
marching that way to Edinburgh); to draw off his men
and" join the army ; which he immedi'ately did. Béfore
break of day, the' Highlanders began to move." ' Anderson
led the way ; next to him was the major of the regiment of
Clanronald, ‘with 40 .men-; close behind them was' the
army, marching in column '4s before, three men‘in a rank.
They came down by a sort of valley or hollow that winds
through the farm of Ringanhead ; not a word was heard

Preston.

‘amongst them. = At first their march was coricealed by Attack by
the darkness ; and when day began to break, by a frosty the rebels.

mist. -They were near the place where Andersén in-
tended to lead them through thé morass, when some dra-
goons called;  Who’s there 2 The Highlanders'made no
answer, but marched on.. The dragoons perceived what
they were; 4nd rode off to give the alarm : the Highland-
ers immediately entered the morass, and passed thtough
without much difficalty: The column marched directly
north towards the sea; till it was thought that the men
who were behind might have reached their ground ;- then
the Dukeé of Perth, who led the ¢olumn, ordered the men
to halt, face to the left, and form a line as usual:

. Sir John Cope; informed by the dragoons who had seen
the Highlanders; that they were coming from the east, im-
mediately put his troops in motion; and changed the frort
of his army from south to east. . The ground befween the
two armies was an extensive corn field, plain and level,
without a bush or tree.. Harvest was just got in; and the
ground was covered with a .thick'stubble, which rustled
undet the feet of the Highlanders as they ran on, speak-
ing and muttering in'2 manner that expressed and height-
ened their fierceness and rage.” When- they set out, the
mist was very thick ;-but before they got half way, the

Gge
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Battle of gun rose, and showed the armies to each other. As the

Preston.

left wing of the rebel army had moved before the right,
their line was.somewhat oblique ; and the Camerons, who
were nearest the. king’s army,. came up directly opposite
to the.cannon,.firing at the guard as they advanced. The
people gmployed to work the cannon, who were not gun-
ners or artillery men, fled instantly. - Colonel Whiteford
fired five 'of the six field: pieces with his own hand, and
killed one private man,and wounded an officer in Lochiel’s
regiment. ~ The line. seemed to shake; butthe men kept
going on at 2 great pace.. Golonel Whitney was ordered
toadvance with his squadron of horse, atid attack the rebels:
before they came up to the cannon. - The dragoons moved
on, and were very neatr. the cannon when they received
some: fire;, which killed several meén, and woinded Licute-

Rout of the nant-colonel ' Whitney.. The squadron immediately wheel-

royal

troops.

ed about, rode over the artillery guard, and fled. The
men of the artillery guard, who had 'given ene fire, and
that a very . indifferent “one,-dispersed. The Highlanders
going ‘on without stopping to make prisoners, Colonel
Gardner was ordercd: to- advance with. his squadron, and
attack them, disordered asthey sccmed to be with running
over the cannon and the artillery guard. Theoolonel ad-
vanced at the head of his men, enconraging them to
charge. The dragoons followed him z little way ; but as
soon as the fire of the Highlanders: reached them, they
reeled; fell into confusion,. and went off as the other squa-

‘dron had done. When the dragoons an the right of'the.

king’s army gave way, the Highlanders, most of whom
Had their pieces still’ loaded,. advanced against the foot,
firing as they went on. ‘The soldiers, confounded and ter<
rified to see the cannon taken, and the dragoons put to:
flight, gave their fire, it is said, without orders; the com=
paiies ‘of the out-guard, being nearest the enemy, were
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thie Tirst that fired, and the fire went down, the line as far 3:2‘; "
as’ Murray’s regiment. The Highlanders threw down .oy
their muskéts; drew their swords, and ran on ;. the line of

foot broke, as the fire had been given from right to left;
#amilton’s dragoons, seeing what had happened on the

right, and receiving some fire at a .good distance from the
Highlanders advancing to attack them, they immediately
avheeled about and fled, leaving the flank of the foot un-
guarded. The regiment which was next them (Mur-

ray’s) gave their fire and followed the dragoons. In 2

very few mimutes after the first cannon was fired, the whole

army, both horse and foot, were put to flight; none of the
soldiers attempted to doad their pieces again, and not one
bayonet was stained with blood. In this manner the
battle of Preston was fought and won by the rebels. The
~ictory was complete ; for all the infantry of the king’s

army were either killed or taken prisoners, -except about

170, who escaped by -extrzordinary swiftness or early

Might.

“The. number of private men of the king’s army whe
were killed in the battle did not exceed 200 ; but five of-
ficers were killed, and 80 officers (many of them wound-
ed) ‘were taken prisoners. Four officers ‘of the rebel atmy,
and 30 pn'va.te men, were killed ; six officers, aud 70 pri-
vate mei1, were wounded. The cannon, the tents, the bag-
gage, and the military chest of the king’s army, with the
men that guarded it, fell into the hands of the enemy. The
dragoons, after their first flight, halted once or twice, but
4led again whenever any party of the rebels came up and
fired at them. General Cope, with the assistance of the
Farls of Home and Loudon, gathered together about 450
dragoons at the west erd of the village of Preston, and,
marching them by Soutra hill and Lauder, reached Cold~
stream that night, The brévery of Colonel Gardner, whe
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refused to fly with his regiment of dragoons, and fell on the
field, is still remembered in Scotland with admiration. Cap-:
tain Brymer also, of Lee’s regiment, disdzined to turn his
back on the enemy, and fell where he stood. He was the
only officer present who had ever seen the Highlanders en-
gaged with regular.troops, and he.was the only officer of
the royal army who had expressed apprehensions of the
result of the batle.

On the high ground to the south of Prestonpans is the
vilage of Tranent, containing upwards of 1300 inhabitants.
It is very irregularly built. “The post road from Edin-
burgh to London by Haddington and Dunbar passes thro’
she upper part of it. It contains nothing remarkable, ex-
cepting the church, which is very ancient, and is said to
have been dedicated (as the'name of the village is thought °
to import) to the holy trinity. It was builtinthe times
of papery and of ignorance, and has cvery appearance of
being a. sort of practical or-architectural pun upon that
mysterious doctrine of our holy religion, to the honour of.
which it had been consecrated.:-On the outside, it appears
to- consist of three separate oblong houses placed at the

. side of each other ; but when entered, it is found to cons

Prmiston

sist of only one building. An opening is made across the
middle building by supporting its side walls with arches.
The middle house is longer at each end than the other
two. - A square .tower rises from the centre of the whole,
supported by the side walls of the middle building and by
cross arches.. The roofs of the three houses are vaulted and
covered with stone. The windows are. few j.and it will
readlly occur, that the m51de of such a fabric ‘must be
abundantly (1181'1'12:_] but every thing has been sactificed to
the Jeading idea or principle upon which it is: constructed,

South from Tranent. is the villdge of Ormiston. It
contains betyween, 500 and €00 persans, who enjoy: almqsg;
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every natural advantage for domestic comfort. In respect Vil'ages.

of health, the situation is very favourable. The village
stands upon gravel, and consists chiefly of two rows of
houses of two stories ; ‘the one fronting the south and
the other the north, with a broad alry ‘street between
them. In the middle of the street is a cross, of the orlgln
of which there is no tradition ; but, from its ancient ap-"
pearance, it is evidently a relic of popery. The houses
on both sides of the streets are sheltered by trees, “which
grow in the hedge rows of the adjacent mclosures, bat
not so much as to prévent a free circulation of air. To
this last circumstance the Earl of Hopeton is so atten-
tive, as to give orders to thin his trees when they are hurt-
ful to the inhabitants. This is chiefly a farming village.
Though attempts have been made, the linen manufacture
never succeeded here. = At present there is here a starch-
work. '
Over the whole county a variety of small villages are

Gladsmuir
great thun-

scattered, which it would be tedious to mention, especi- der storm.

ally as they contain nothing worthy of notice. ‘To this
remark, however, there are a very few exceptions. We
may take notice of that of Gladsmuir, thpugh it contains
only between fifty and sixty families, on actount of an
occurrence-of a nature very unusual in this country. "On
the 21st of July 1789, a thunder-storm began in the.north,
and came gradually nearer, having proceeded round by
the west. The school, where above seventy éhjldrcﬁ
were then assembled, unfortunztely stood in its way.
The thunder burst upon the house, and seemed at first to
have levelled it with the ground. . The walls were rent,
the windows shattered, and the roof demolished. A thick
darkness, produced by the smoke and dust, for a while
concealed the extent of the mischief. When it subsi’ed,

the neighbours who first entered, anxious for the fate of:
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V'uag“- their children, had reason to fear the worst; for few

§g§zon.

signs of life appeared The whole crowd of little ones,
either stunned or ternﬁed }ay stretched upon the grouud
beneath the tables or bcnches where they sat. Many
were quite senseless, but afterwards recovered lwo
“ boys were killed ontright, and the master; w1tn many
others, were much injured. ¢

There are two villages named Saltoz in the same parish!
distinguished by the appellation of East and West. They
deservé notice; rat};er on agcopnt of their past than their
present importance. The celebrated Fletcher of Salton,
who distinguished himself so remarkabl ly by hla political
hostlhty to the tyranny of the two last princes of the house

¥annersand of Stuart, by his zeal for the revolution under King Wil-

arley-mill

imparted.

ham, aud by, his opposition to the legislative union be-
tween EIWI'md and Scotland, by which the separate im-
portance of the latter was for ever lost, was the principal
proprietor of this district, and feudal superior of these
villages. ‘When he saw the union fully established, and
his own pohtlcal carceg at a close, he appears to have di-
rected the efforts of his active spirit to the improvement of
his country in the useful arts. Accordingly, we owe t6 him
the fanners, and the mill for making pot or hulled barley.
Having resided a consxderable time in Holland, along with
other British malcontents, before the revolution, he had
observed there the two instruments already mentioned, and
at a future period of his life he contrived to import them:
mto his native country. With this view, in 1710, he
carried James Mcikle, 2 mill-wright in his nelghbour-
hood, to Holland. Mr Mecikle went to Amsterdam, and
Mr Fletcher resided at the Hague. The correspondence be-
tween them 18 sald to be still in existence ; and from thence
it appears that the iron-work of the barley-mill was pur-
chaged in Holland.  As the Dutch were always e extreme-

bl
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fy jealous of the exportation or introduction to foreign Villages.
AR : .

countries of any of their manufactures or instruments, Mr
Meikle is said to have been under the necessity of dis~
guising himself as a menial sepvant of his employer’s
Jady, and in that character obtained permission to see

the instruments he wished to imitate by attending the -

Lady on pretended visits of curiosity. Mr Meikle ha-
ving returned to Salton, erected a barley-mill there, and
made and sold the instrument called the fanners, now uni-
versally used. The barley-mill had constant employ-
ment ; and Salton barley was written upon almost every
petty shop in the Scottish villages. As barley is an ing
gredient very generally used in Scotland, in the prepara-
tion of broth for the table, among all classes of persons,
the project must have been profitable, as a monopoly of
the manufacture was long epjoyed. It was not till about
the year 1754 that the other mills began to be erected,
and that gradually the barley-mill became a branch of the
maghinery of almost every corn-mill in the country. The
effect of introducing the barley-mill at Salton was, that
the agriculture of this country wasrapidly brought to per-
fection, on account of the ready market for this species of
grain, and the great exportation of it to all parts of the
country. : '

Here, also, in 1750, the first bleachfield belonging to
the British Linen Company was formed, under the patro-
nage of Lord Milton, the nephew of the celebrated Flet-
cher of Salton. It flourished greatly for some time, but
was afterwards abandoned.

The village of Gifford, in the parish of Yester, is neatly Gifford.

built, and agreeably situated, amidst abundance of wood
and water. It contains about 400 inhabitants: they are
small feuars under the Marquis of Tweedale. There is
kere at present a considerable bleachfield ; but the neighs
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Villages. bourhood is chiefly remarkable on account of the flax-mill
havmg been first estabhshcd here. Soon after its institu-
tion in 1727, the Board for the encouragement of manu-
factures and fisheries in" Scotland endeavoured to intro-
duce or to extend and improve the culture of flax. The
Board had a certain number of surveyors instructed in the
culture of flax, to each of whom they asSIgncd a district of
country s and by bounties thev invited the husbandmen
of each district to cultivate this plant under the direction
of these surveyors, who superintended the business from
the sowing of the seed until the ﬂax was watered and pre-
pared for cleaning. ‘

Toriieh Mr Spalding, one of the surveyors who had the charge

of the flax- of this county, invented the water-machine now used for

il the skutching and cleaning of the flax ; and under his di-
rection the Board erected the first machine of the kind
ever known in Great Britain at fofordhall upon the
Tweedale estate in this country.

The mill invented by Mr. Spalding wrought with ver-
tical skutchers ; and -the sole alteration made upon this
machine since his time has been tq‘.z_nake the skutchers
work horizontally. By this change in the position and
motion of the skutchers, the machine oecupies less space,
and of course lessens the expence of the buﬂdmg necessa-_
Ty for containing it.

i ¢ R The village of Athelstanefoord, containing about .3(30.1
foord. inhabitants, is chiefly remarkable on account of the origin
of its name. If any credit is due to Buchanan, this vil-
lage owes its name to the following incident. In one of
the predatory incursions, frequent at that early period,
Athelstane’ (whom he supposes to have been a Danish
chief, that had reteived a grant of Northumberland from
King Alfred), arrived in this part of the country ; andina
bagtle with Bungus King of the Picts was pulled with viox



EAST LOTHIAN.

475

Tente from his horse and slain.” The rivulet where that bat~ Villages.

tle was foughtis in'the immediate neighbourhood of the ™
village, and is called Lug Down Burn. Buchanan further

adds, that Hungus, who was 'much inferior in every respect
to Athelstane, was encouraged to hazard this battle by 2

vision of St Andrew the Apostle the night preceding, who

promised - him success ; and that the victory was facilita-
ted by the appearance of a cross in the air, in the form of
the letter X, as soon as the battle began. The village
over which this miraculous vision was seen still retains
the name of Martle, a contraction of miracl. Achaius
King of the Scots, by whose assistance Hungus obtained
this victory (for he sent him 10,000 men under the com-
mand of his son Alpinus), in commemoration of the fore-
said appearance of St Andrew’s cross, afterwards institu-
ted an order of knighthood in honour of St-Andrew, who

in times of popery was reckoned the tutelary saint of

Scotland. This -happened about the beginning of the
ninth century. It is not-certain at what period the origi-
nal church of this place was built ; but it is well known
that, towards the end of the twelfth century, .the parish
church of Athelstanefoord, and Crail in Fife, with their
tithes, were annexed to the monastery -of St Martin, in
the parish of Haddington, by Malcolm the Fourth. This
was probably done in honour of the memory of his mother
Ada, Countessjof Northumberland, who founded that mo-
nastery.

> In giving an account of the royal boroughs of Hédding- Antiquitics.

ton, Dunbar, and North Berwick, we have already men-
tioned the most remarkable vestiges’ of antiquity belong-
ing to this county. A considerable number of others are
scattered over it. In the parish of Humbie, the vestiges
of a Roman castellum stativum is still to be seen upon the
iéstate of Whiteburgh, in the south-west part of the parish.
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Antiquitics, It was of a circular formy, and consisted of three walls, ¥
Ry —

Roman
<mp.

Sastle of

Yester,

the distance of thirteen feet from each other, built with
very large stones, and with cement only at the bottom. It
occupied more than an acre of ground. No information
can be got about the height of the walls ; but the propri-
etor of the lands remembers that the parts of them which
he has seen’ were sixteen feet thick. The whoele work
has been carried off, at different times, for building the
present house and offices of Whiteburgh, and some farm-
houses on the estate. Near it were several tumuli, in
which were urns full of bones or ashes, = In the camp it~
self were found a medal of Trajan, a fibula, a patera, and
a horn of a moose deer. In the neighbourhood, butin
other parishes, are three other encampments, situated in
such a manner as to lead to the supposition that the whole
were intended to act in concert, and to dverlook the Lo~
thians.

About 2 mile above the Marquis of Tweedale’s house
of Yester, upon a peninsula formed by the water.of Hopes
to the cast, and » large rivulet on the west, stands the
ancient catle of Yester. Sir David Dalrymple, in his An-
nals, relates, that ¢ Hugh Gifford de Yester diedin 1267
< that in his castle there was 2 capacious cavern, formed
¢ by magical art, and called in the country Bob-ball; i.é.
¢ Hobgoblen-ball.” A stair of twenty-four stepsled down
to this apartment, which is a large and spacious ball, with
an arched roof ; and though it hath stood for so many
centuries, and here exposed to the external air for a pe-
riod of fifty or sixty years, it is still as firm and entire as
if it had only stood a few years, From the floor of this
hall, another stair of thirty-six -steps leads down to a pit
which hath a communication with Hopes water, A great
part of the walls of this large and ancient castle are still
stending, There is a tradition, that the castle of Ye&ter
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was the last fortification in this country thdt surrendered Antiguitics:
to General Gray, sent into Scotland by Protector Somer<
set. 4

Various remains of fortifications and artificial mounts
are to be found in the parishes of Garvald and Whiting~
ham, as might naturally be expected in a part of the
country which was often invaded by the Danes and the
English.  In the parish of Whitingham, in the farm of
Priestlaw, is a strong fortification, all the parts of which
still remain entire. This ancient work stands on 2 kind Ancient,

) A : fortremt

of promontary, formed by the junction of the water of
Whittater on the north and Kinsly on the east. The ele~
vation of the ground on the side of Kinsly is about 100
feet, and on that of Whittater about 150.- On the south
side the ground is nearly level to séme distanee from the
fortification, and then rises gradually up to the summit of
Priestlaw. The camp is of an oval form, with the broad-
est end; which is inaccessible, towards the north. On
one side are four ditches, parallel to each other ; and the
distance between each may be twelve yards. On the north
side are three ditches ; and the outer ditch is earried
round the whole. “The circumference of this military
.work measures about 2000 feet. In one place, on the
north, the rock is cut, in a sloping form, down to the bed of
Whittater below ; and it is probable that through this pas-
sage the éamp was supplied with water. There are three
gates or entries ; one on the south side, which is 40 feet
wide ; another on the east ; and the third on the west, which
are 20 feet wide each.

In the same parish, about a mile and a half north-west Trapresy
from the village of Whittingham, is Dumpender or Tra. L*":
prenelaw, a little hill or rock, of an oval form, rising by
jtself in an open country. On the south side it is inac~
sesssible ; and, on the other sides, round the extremity
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 Antiquities. of the summit, are the remains of an’old dyke or v&al?
bﬁ"- the materlals of whlch are large rough stones, rudely piled
up one above another, It is probable that it was con«
structed by the inhabitants of the adjoinirig country in the
days of barbarism, and was intended as a place of safety
when they were invaded by the Danes or the English.
On such occasions they went thither for shelter, and carried
their cattle and effects along with them. Thissolitary rock
was anciently called Dumpenderlaw ; but afterMary Queen
of Scotland, so famous in history, was carried off by the
Earl of Bothwell to Hails castle; which stands fo-the
north on tlie Tyne river, about an Englith mile below it/
it was called Traprenelaw; from the two French words
trape dnd reine; Several years ago, @ small plantation of
different kinds of trees was made on its sammit by way
of experiment; and inclosed with a stoné dyke or wall six
feet high: The trees succeeded very well while they
were sheltered by the wall ; but since that time they
have not made the smallest: progress.

In the parish of Innerwick theré is a small encampment
on Blackeastle hill; seemingly Danish.” There are two
very beautiful tumuli, on the top of which have been bu:
rial places. Near one of them is a bridge of one arch;
commonly called Ederéin; said to be a corruption for. King
Edward, who is supposed to have built it.

Battle of In the pansh of Spot, Downhill; about 500 feet above the
Dunbar.  sea; s remarkable for being the place on which General
Leslie had his camp before (what is sometimes called) the
battle of Dunbar, but in general, over this country, the daz-
tle of Downbill; fought on the east side and neighbourhood _
of the hill, between Oliver Cromwelland the Scottish army
under Leslie’s command. From this strong intrenchment
_."Leslie. was persuaded, contrary to his own opinion, to
come down ; was defeated by Cromwell, ‘who was just
&
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about to embark his troops at Dunbar for wart of provi- Astiguitics.
sions, and was pursued with great slaughter. Musket<

bullets, swords, human bones, and pieces of scarlet cloth,

are still found in the neighbouring fields. Many of the

killed were buried in and about Spott Dean.

On the northern shore of the county, along the fr1th,
from Aberlady towards Longniddery, are a great many
stone graves ;.all of them that have been opened contain-
ing human bones. Particularly in Gossford links, they
are laid almost as thick as in a church-yard, and fill 2
very considerable space of groun&, It is remarkable that
many of them lie nearly south and north. In searching
lately for a stone quarry, there were found in a hole, in-
closed with stones about 30 inches by 18, the bones of 2
human body, and 2 small well-formed tesselated urn, of z
very light blue colour ; but the workmen had not been
curious enough to observe whether there was any - thing
in the urn, or if it had a cover. It is in the custody of
the Earl of Wemyss. At a small distance from these
graves are two pretty large tumuli.

The Castle of Dirleton is worthy of notice. The build- Dirleton
er of it, and the time of its erection, are both unknown. g
It is mentioned in history as early as the year 1208. It
then belonged to one of the family of de Vallibus, or de
Vave : and when King Edward the First invaded Scotland
by the eastern borders, surrendered to Anthony Beck,
Bishop of Durham, after a very obstinate defence.

Heming says, “ that at the siege of Dirleton in East Lo-
thian, about the beginning of July 1298, the English sol-
diers were reduced to great scarcity of provisions ; they
subsisted on the peas and beans which they pickt up in
the fields.”

. “ This circumstance,” says Dalrymple (from whom
" thisarticle is transcribed),  presents us with a favourable
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A““qmms view of the state of agriculture in East Lothian s far

Gulane
church.

back as the thirteenth century.”

In the wardrobe account of the 28th of Edward Flrst,
A. D. 1209 and 1300, we find many entries of provision
given by the king’s order to Robert de Malo Lacie for

- victualling his castle of Dirleton. A: D. 1306; by a re-

cord in Rymer, it appears that Aymer de Valence was
directed to seize the castle of Dirletos in the king’s hands;
with a1l its apurtenances, lands, and tenements, and all the
goods and chattels found-in the said castle, whi¢h was to
be furnished with amvmunition, and delivered to the bro-
ther of Mr John de Kyngeston, to keep it tilt the king
should give other orders.

In.the reign of King Robert 1. John Halyburton acqui-
red the lordship of Dirleton, by marrying the daughter
and cotheitess of William de Vallibus. In 1402 it be-
Tonged to Thomias Halyburton, who was one of the chief-
tains appoinfed by Archibald Earl of Douglds to attend
the motions of the English.

A. D. 1440, Sir Walter Halyburton, Lord High Trea«
surer of Scotland; was created a peer by the title of Lord
Dirleton. About the beginning of the 17th century this
Tordship belonged to John Maxwell, a zealous royahst,

“who was by King Charles the First created Lord Dirleton :

he lost his estate by his attachment to the royal caise 5
and soon after the restoration it came into the possession
of Sir John Nisbet, king’s advocdtey, in whose family it
still remains, along with a handsome estate near it.” Du<
ring the civil wars, in the last century;, this castle was ta=
ken by Géneral Lambert, after a gallant defence, and by

* him reduced to its present ruinous state.

In the parish of Dirleton are the ruins of Gulane
church ; a building apparently of great antiquity. This
ancient church once served the parish of Dirletons ‘Fhe:

4
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Vicar had, A. D. 1268, an annal salary of twelve merlks,
till the year 1612, when the church was; by act of parlia-
ment, translated to Dirleton; The last vicar of Gulane
is said to have been deposed by King James the Sixth for
the high crime of smoking tobacco ; 2 weed which his
Majesty deemed only fit for diabolical fumigations !

It woiild be in vain to attempt to enumerate, and much
more to describe; the great humber of handsome villas,
which, along with their pleasure-grounds; adorn different
parts of this county. Two of the most remarkable of
these buildings are Amisfield and Wemyss house. The
latter, now finishing at Gossford; urpon the shore of the
Forth; by the Earl of Wemyss, is a most magnificent and
elegant building. The two principal rooms are of an extra-
ordinary size. The cornice of the drawing<room ‘is sup-=
ported by four beautiful marble colimns of the Ionic order 3
and the pedestals; 'shafts, and capitals; dre of exquisite
workmanship. It is"seen from afar on both sidés of the
Frith: Am1sﬁeld in the parish of Haddington; was built
by the same nobleman about 37 years ago: The body of
the house is 109 feet in length by 77 feet in depth.” The’
apartments are large, elegant; and numerous: The gal-
lery contdins many capital paintings; some of them by
the first masters ; particularly a CruciFIxion, by Impe:
tiali; VENUs and ADowts; by Annibal Caracei ; the Sa=
trIFICE of IPHIGENTA, by Pompeio, 2 SEA-PIECE, by
Vandervelt ; the FLicuti 1nto Ecrerr,; by Mutillo ; V’}:R.
TuMNUS and PomMoNa, by Rubens, accounted a first-fate
piece ; Arorro keeping the sheep of Admétus; by Guido
Rheni ; the Baprism of ofir SAviour, by Poussin; a
FLOWER- -ptECE, by Michaél Angelo'; Juprtirand Horo-
FERNES; by Pompeio’; GENERAL Movk; by Sir Peter

‘Lely ; with Famiry’ PoRTralrs, by Sir Joshaa Reys
nolds, Aikman; Seaton, Ramsay, 8&¢.

" Vor. L Hh
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Couﬂtl‘fw Yester House, belonging to.the Marquls' of Tweedale;.
1....\,_ is a large, elegant, and magnificent structure, built of hewn.

Yester
house.

_stone, of a fine reddish colour,, brought from the lands of
Delgaty in Fife,. which: formerly belonged to this noble

Salton hall. family. .Salton Hall, the seatof the family of Fletcher, may.

Dumglass

also be mentioned as an ancient.building, which has been
much ornamented of late years.. It was formerly‘ a place of
considerable strength, possessing all the appurtenances of
an old fortress. The lawn in front commands arich and ex-
tensive prospect.. - The garden contains many of the rarest
exotics ;.and amongst others the suber, or cork tree, which-
was-long supnosed.to. be too delicate for. our northern cli~
mate. Here, however,, it has attained a considerable size
in a common exposure. The pleasure ground is large, and.
affordsa vanety of romantic scenery, interspersed with ve-
nerahle groups of aged elm and oak, and enlivened by the.
meandrings of a small stream called Salton water, which
descends from. the skirts of Lammermoor into the Tyne.
The house of Dunglass stands on.the west side of a
small river,, which divides.East Lothian from the county
of Berwick. The:banks:of the river are steep,, and co-
vered. with uncommonly fine. wood, throngh which a va~
riety of agreeable walks are cut, and kept in good repair.
The Castle of Dunglass is frequently mentioned in the
Scottish history. It.belonged for manyyears to.the Earl
of Hume’s ancestors,.and. from- this he has the title of
Lord.Dunglass.- It‘was here that James the Sixth lodged
with his retinue the first night after he left Edinburgh on
his journey to London in 1603. This fort-was by acci-
dent or treachery blown.up in the year 1640, when Lord-
Haddington, and. a number of the neighbouring gentle-
men, perished ‘iu its ruins.  The present house, a modern-
building, is raised on the very spot where thé ancient fort.
stood. Near it stands an old chapel, which,. though not.
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now used for the purpose it was originally intended, is still CO“"rY
kept in repair. It was built about the middle of the 14th _._,,_...a
century by Sir Thomas Hume, who married Nicolas Plpf
die, heiress of Dunglass: X

Many gentlemens seats in Scotlal‘d are chiefly re-
markable on account of their situation, amidst beautiful
scenery, formed by waters running in deep valleys or
glens, with precipitous banks, aderned with wood. , Such,
for example, is Spott House, romantically situated on g Spotts
rock, in a deep den or glen, about a mile long: Though
appearing in a very Jlow site; it has a prospect of the
German Ocean, Dunbar, the Bass; Isle of May, and the
neighbouring very rich coast of East Lothian. On each
side of the house there are rivulets falling in .beautiful
cascades over rocks intg very deep pools.. . The banks; in
many places, are almost perpendicular, covered with very
tall old plane, ash, elm, and beech trees, many of whose
trunks and branches are twined about with ivy. There
is no space between the banks but what the burn occu-
pies, which runs into Spott water or Brocks burn, and en-
ters the German Ocean at Broxmouth, a seat of the Duke
of Roxburgh, near Dunbar. Of a similar character is whitting-
Whittingham House, which bears marks of great anti.ha™:
quity. It is built on elevated grou.d, surrounded by
many natural beauties, improved by the embellishments
of art. The adjacent banks, for the space of an English
mile, are covered, from top to bottom, with various sorts
of trees, in a most flourishing state. Betwecn the banks
there is a: glen or valley, through which the Whitting-
ham rolls along its limpid stream in a winding course,
sometimes approaching one side, and sometimes the other.
Through the adjacent grounds several beautiful walks are
interspersed ; and, what rarely happens in other places,
they have always a dry bottom, both summer and winter,

Hh 2
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Fmineat and are so conducted, that in some one of them it is genes
t...v_.rally pretty easy, at any season, to find shelter from the

Cockburn.

wind and the storm,

But it is in vain to attempt to glve partlcular descrip+
tions of the various country seats in this district. We
have already mentioned Tynninghame on account of the
extent of ‘the plantations with which its vicinity is adorns
ed; and we may farther mention the houses of Seton,
Gilmerton, Hopes, and North Berwick, as distinguished
by their situation or structure.

Although this county i$ by no means remarkable for
its extent, great numbers of persons have been born orre-
sided in'it,-who have acted a distinguished part in the pu-
blic business; or in the history of their country. The fa-
mily of Cockburn of Ormiston long possessed consider-
able emitience : they were protestants at the reformation;
and whigs afterwards. Cockburn, Lord Jastice Clerk,
was eminent as 2 judge and lawyer. John, his son-and
siiccessor, was no less so ‘as a statesman and a patriotic
representative of his country in the union-patlianent; and
in several succeeding parliaments. He was for a consi-
derable time one of the lords of the admiiralty. About
the year 1740 he retired from political business, and ex-
erted ‘himself in tlie improvement of the agricultare and
manufactures’ of this county. He contributed to erect
the first bleachfield in Scotland; and by his example and
influence produced the first vigorous exertions in making
and repairing the highroads in his neighbourhood.

The parish of Prestonpans has been theresidence of se-
veral ‘men of eminence. Of these we miay mention tlie
honourable James Erskine of Grange, brother of theEarl
of Mar, and Lord Justice Clerk for the thrée last years of
Qmeén Ann. He resigned his seat on the'bench in the

year 1734, that lie might go into parliament to oppose Sir

Robert Walpole. He was proprictor of the lands now
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belonging to Schaw’s Hospital and to Watson’s Hospital.' Emmcnt
Hugh Dalrymple, Lord Drummore, was a distinguished _...V._;
and popular judge. William Grant of Prestongrange was Lord Pres-
Lord Advocate in 1746, and carried on the prosecutions*"§™"ac
against the unfortunate persons who had been engaged in
the rebellion, with such fidelity to the crown, and at the
same time with so much feeling and lenity for the ac-
cused, as gained him universal approbation. He was af-
terwards appointed one of the senators of the college of
justice, and one of the lords commissioners of justiciary.
Some gentlemen of the first merit in their several lines of
life were educated at the school here, viz. the late Colonel
Campbell Dalrymple, youngest son of Lord Drummore,
who was governor of Guadaloupe after it was taken in the
war 1756 ; Sir Robert Murray Keith, and his brother Sir
Basil Keith ; the last of whom died governor of Jamaica,
and the former, during a great number of years, occupied
the important station of British ambassador at the court of
Vienna. :

The parish of Salton is remarkable for having given
birth, or afforded residence, to several very distiuguished
characters. Among these may be mentioned Dunbar, -one punbar, the
of the most distingnished of the early Scottish poets.” HeP*
was born at Salton, in the year 1465. In the earlier pe-
riod of his life he was a friar ; but he soon relinquished
the profession of a2 monk for that of a poet; and by the
singular excellence of his compositions attracted the royal
attention, became a favourite at the Scottish court, and
was admitted as 2 companion of their select parties. The
wversatile gevius of Dunbar qualified him completely for
shining in these. Of 2all the productions of ‘this bard,
his Golden Terge and his Thistle and Rose have been
most generally admired. The design of the Golden Terge
is to shew the imperceptible and dangerous power of love
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Eminent when mdu]ged in opposmon to reason ; the Thistle and

men

«—,— Rose was written to celebfate the marriage of the daugh-

Burnet.

ter of Henry the Seventh with James the Fourth.

The historian Burnet, afterwards bishop of Salisbury,
was five years rector of this patish, and began here his cle-
rical career.’ In 1669 he left this place, to assume the
office to which he had been appointed, of professor of di-
vinity in the university of Glasgow. He fulfilled the du-
ties attached to this office with much credit and ability till
1674, when the political jealousies of the times induced
him to resign his chair, and to leave his country. Having
gone to London, he contrived to introduce himself both to
King Charles the Second and to his brother the Duke of
York ; and, in consequence of the activity of his charac-
ter, and the faculty he appears to have had of pushing him-
self into notice, he became known in the political circles.
Having incurred the dislike of the Duke of York, after-
wards James the Seventh, upon account of his whig prin-
ciples, Burnet found it prudent, after the accession of that
prince, to retire to the continent. Here he found means to
ingratiate himself with the Prince and Princess of Orange,
William and Mary. He had been accused in England of pry-
ing impertinently into matters with which he had no con-
cern ; but this temper proved useful to him at last. Whilein
Switzerland, he discovered a plan which had been propo-

~ sed to the French court for kidnapping its great enemy,

the Prince of Orange, by landing a few men in a fishing
boat, and seizing the prince when taking an airing unat-
tended, according to his usual custom, upon the shore.
Burnet communicated information of this plot, and was ta-
ken under the protection of the Princess of Orange. When
the English nation, irritated by the attempt made by
James the Seventh to overturn the whole constitution,
hath of the church and state, invited his son-in-law, the
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Prince of Orange, to assume the government, Burnef’s Eminent
peculiar temper led him to perform a service of some im- =
portance. The prince was 2 man of a reserved character.
In entering'upon such an enterprize as that of attempting
to dethrone the British ‘monarch, it ‘was natural that'he
should consider well ‘before-hand what ‘reward he was to
obtain for eneountering the hazard-of the undertaking. He
kimself had'no claim to the throne of England. By-set-
ting his wife upon it, he would not obtain it for himself;
and even‘the influence he might gain might be lost in an
instant by herdeath. These considerations induced him
to hesitate long about accepting the proposals made by the
English malcontents. ‘At the same-time, his reserved cha-
racter prevented him from explaining the cause of his'he-
sitation-to lis'counsellors, ‘or even to his own wife. To-
wardsithe latter he was restrained, by a sentiment of deli-
cacy, from proposing that she should make any renuncia-
tion-in his favour of what might appear her birth-right.
In the mean while, nobody suspected the nature of the dif-
ficulty which kept the prince n suspence.: but Burnet’s
active genius, which led him to think of every thing, sug-
gested the propriety of making some -arrangement upon
this subject before the expedition to England should be
undertaken. He supposed the idea had occurred to nobody
but himself ; and as, in his intercourse with persons of
high-rank, he seems never to have been affected or over-
awed by any-sense:of their dignity, or his-own inferiori-
ty, he instantly waited upon the Princess of Orange, and
proposed that she and her husband should arrange before
band the rank they were to occupy in the future govern-
ment of Great Britain, if the attempt to dethrone her fa-
ther sheuld prove successful. The princess readily decla-
red that she was satisfied with possessing the affections of
her husband, and that she wished him to enjoy the whole
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power,  Burnet next obtained an audience of the prince,
aud repeated us conversation with the princess. The prince
heard him with astonishment, though he said little ; bug
afterwards said to one of his counsellors, that this man,
Burnet, ‘had surmounted, in an instant, a difficulty whicﬁ
had perplexed him during six months. - Burnet accom-
panied the Prince of Orange, in the character of chap-
lam, in the expedition which ended in the revolution of
1688. By doing so, he not only hazgrded his life, in case
he had been taken, but if he had been sent down to Scot-
land for trial, he would undoubtedly have been put to the
torture ; a practlce ‘which was not then abolished. As a

reward for hLis services he was afterwards created bishop

of :Salisbury. His writings, both as a historian and as a
divine, are well known ; though, in the former character,
justice does not appear to have been done to him by his
SUCCessOrs in- the same department.

This pansh was the birth-place of Andrew Fletcher of
Salton, the celebrated patriot whom we have already men-
tioned, and who was for some years the pupil of Burnet.
From him he seems to have imbibed much of that liberal
and mdependent character which he displayed through

life. ‘His political principles, which were republican, dis-

gusted him completely with the despotic reigns of Charles
and James, and made him engage keenly in cvery project
forthe recovery of the constitution and liberties of his coun-
try. He was in the secret councils of Lord Russel, and
was a principal leader in Monmouth’s expedition ; and
was one of the principal speakers in the Scottish parlia-
ment against the different articles of the treaty of union
with England.

- .Lord Milton, nephew to this great man, and not infe-
rior to him in patriotism, was also a native of Salton.” He
was born.in the ;year 1692, and educated to the profession
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wf the bar : he was admitted an advocate appointed a lord Emmtn;
of session, ‘and at length raised to the dlstmgulshed office “—w——"
of lord justice clerk. It was in this high station that he
did his country essential service during the unhappy re-
bellion in 1745. The conduct of almost the whole pub-
lic affairs of Scotland fell upon him; .and these he mana-~
ged with such an upcommon degree of discretion, temper,
and moderation, that the impetuosity of wanton punish-
ment was restrained, and lenient measures adopted in fa-
vour of those whom indiscretion or ignorance had betray-
ed into hostility. He overlooked many of the informa-
tions which were brought to his office; and it is stated here,
from the best authority, that after his death many sealed
letters, containing such information, were found unopened
among his other papers. With the same patriotic views
he engaged zealously in the abolition of heritable Junsdlc-
tions, which had long been inimical to order and to jus-
tice. * With unremitting ardonr he pursned every scheme
that could promote the trade, manufacturcs, or agriculture,
of his couniry.

The celebrated Scottish reformer John .Knox was.a na- John Knox,
tive of the parish of Haddington. He s born in the
to the village of Glﬁ'ord whxch hqs prpbably occasioned
the erroneous  account of him by Dr M‘Kenzie, D. Bu-
chanan, and others, who tell us he was born at Gifford.
- The house in the Gifford gate in whi¢h Knox was born
still remains ; it has but a mean appearance, and, toge-
ther with two or three acres of land @djpininég, belonged
for several centuries to a;family of the name of Knox; un~ \
1l they were purchased-by the present Earl of Wemyss.

Knox was the hero in Scotland of the reformation fro_n;a
popery. He was educated at the university of St An-
grew’s, where he took a degree in arts, and commenced
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'5:13)1;:'!13 ‘teacher very early in hfe. At this time the new religion
4eamy s of Martin Luther was but little known in Scotland. Mx
Knox therefore at first was a zealous Roman catholic ; ; but
attending the sermon of a-certain 'bl.ac‘k friar named Guial-
Zium, hie began to waver in his opinions’; -and afterwards
conversing with'the famous Wishart, who, in 1544, came
to Scotland with the commissioners sent by Henry Eighth,
he renounced the Romish religion, and became a zealous
reformer. Being appoirted tutor to the sons of the lairds
of Ormestoun and Longniddcry, he began to instruct them
in the principles of the protestant religion; and on 'that
-account was so violently persecuted, by the bishop of St
Andrews, that with his two pupils he was obliged, in the
year 1547, to take shelter in the castle of that place 5 but
the castle was besieged and taken by twenty-one French
ga]leys He continued a -prisoner on board 2 galley two
years, namely, till the fatter end of the year 1549; when,
‘being set at liberty, he landed in England ; and ha{rihg ob-
tained a licence, was appointed preacher, first-at Berwick,
and afterwards at Newcastle. Strype conjectures that, in
1552, he was appointed chaplain to Edward the Sixth.
He certainly obtained an annual pension of forty pounds,
and was offered the living of Allhallows in London; which
he refused, not choosing to conform to the liturgy.

Soon after the- accession of Queen Mary he retired to
Geneva ; whence, at the ¢command of John Calvin, he re-
moved to Frankfort, where he preached to the exiles. But
a difference arising -on account of his refusing to read the
English liturgy, he went back to Geneva; and from
thence, in 1555, returned to Scotland, where the reforma-
tion had made’ considerable progress during his absence.
He now travelled from place to place, preaching and ex-
horting the people with unremitting zeal and resolution.
About this time (1556) he wrote a letter to the queen-re-
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gent, earnestly entreating her to hear the protestant doc- Emmml
trine ; which letter she treated with contempt.  In thex_..,,-_..a
same year the' English” Galvinists at Geneva invited Mr

Knox to reside among them. He accepted their invita-

tion. Immediately after his departure from Scotland, the

bishop summoned him to appear ; and he not appearing,-
condemned him to death for heresy, and burnt his efligy

at the cross ‘of Edinburgh.

Our reformer continued abroad till the year 1559 ; du-
ring which time he published his First Blast against the
moustrous Regiment (government) of Women. Being now
returned to Scotland, he resumed the great work of refor-
mation with his usual ardour, and was appointed minister at
Edinburgh. In 1561 Queen Mary arrived from France.
Shie, it is well known, was bigotted to the religion in which
she had been educated ; ‘and on that account was exposed
to continual insults from her reformed subjects. Mr Knox
himself frequently insulted her from the pulpit ; and when
admitted to her presence, regardless of her sex, her beau-
ty, and her high rank, behaved to her with a most unjus-
tifiable freedom. In the year 1571, our reformer was ob-
liged to leave Edinburgh on account of the confusion and -
danger from the opposition to the Earl of Lennox, then
regent ; but he returned the following year, and resumed
his pastoral functions. He died at Edinburgh in Novem-
ber 1572, and was buried in the churchyard of St Giles
in that city. His history of the reformation was printed
with his other works at Edinburgh in 1584, 1586, 1644,
1732. He published many other pieces; and several
more are preserved in Calderwood’s History of the Church
of Scotland. He left also a considerable number of ma-
nuscripts, which in 1732 were in the possession of Mr
Woodrow, minister of Eastwood.

As to his character, it is easily understood, notwith«
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Emincat’ standing the extreme dissimilitude of the two portraits
rbri.;?_.—.:' drawn by popish and calvinistical pencils. According to
TS the first, he was a devil ; in the ideas of the latter, an an-

gel. He was certainly neither. The following character
is drawn by Dr Robertson,  Zeal, intrepidity, disinte-
restedness, were virtues that he possessed in an eminent
degrer. He was acquainted, too, with the learning culti-
vated in that age, and excelled in that species of eloquence
which is calculated to rouse and inflame. His maxims,
however, were often too severe, and the impetuosity of
his temper excessive. Rigid aad uncomplying, he show-
ed no indulgence to the infirmities of others. Regardless
of the distinctions of rank and character, he uttered his

\

to irritate than to reclaim ; and this often betrayed him
into indecent expressions with respect-to Queen Mary’s
person and conduct. These very qualities, howeyer,
which now render his character less amiable, fitted him to
be the instrument of Providence for advancing the refor-
mation among a fierce people, and enabled him to face
dangers, and to surmount oppasition, from which a person
of a. more gentle spirit wonld have been apt to shrink
back. By an unwearied application to study and to bu-
siness, as well as by the frequency gnd fervour of his pub-
lic discourses, he had worn out a constitution naturally
! strong. During a lingering jllness he discovered the ut-
most fortitude, ;;',nd met the approach of death with a mag-.
namity inseparable from his character. He was constantly
employed in acts of devotion, and comforted himself with
thiose prospects of immartality, which not only preserve
good men from desponding, but fill them with exnltation
in their last moments. The Earl of Morton, who was
present at his funeral, pronounced his eulogium in a few
words; the more honourable for Knox, as they came from
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one whom he had often censured with peculiar severity : En’::;ﬂi
¢ Here lies he who never feared the face of man.” [N

The family of Maitland has long been distinguished in Family of
this county. Their ancient name was Mautalant. The M5
first that became eminent was an old Sir Richard, who li-
ved after the middle of the thirteenth century, and was
celebrated for his valour. He was then baron or laird of
Thirlestane in Haddingtonshire. In 1346 the family must
have been eminent; f#r in that year John Maitland of
Thirlestane married Agnes, danghter of Patrick Earl of
March. On the 28th Jannary 1432, William Maitland
of Thirlestane obtained from Archibald; Duke of Tdu-
raine and Earl of Douglas, 2 grant of the lands of Blyth
and others. * Arother chief of the family; Williat; who
first had the title of Lethington, married Martha; daughter
of George Lord Seaton, arid was killed at Flodden in 1513.

His son, Sir Richard the Younger, a Scottish 'poet, was Sir Richard.
born in 1496 ; was educated at St Andrews, and went'to
France to study the laws. Upon his return, says M<Ken-
zie, he became a favourite of James the Fifih, and in the
books of sederunt is marked an extraordinary lord of sés.
sion'in 1513. By a letter of James the Sixth; it appears
that Sir Richard had served his predecessors faithfully in
many public offices. He unhappily became blind beforé
1561, in his sixty-fifth year; but, notivithstanding, e ‘was
niade a sehator of the college of justice, by tiie title of
Lord Lethington, 12th November 1561 ; and on the 2oth
December 1562 one of the council and lord ptivy sel}
which last office he.held till 1567, wheh he resigned in
favour of John his second son. Sir Richard contitfued 2
lord-of session during ull the troublesome times of thé ré=
gents in’ thé minority of James the Sixth till 1584, when
he resigned, and died 20th Mareh 1586. He and his
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lady died on the same day, as app;ears from the foliowing

men. . . .
—— verses, written by his son Lord Thirlestane :

~Unus hymen, mens una, duos mors una diesque

f .
> . ~ . . . .
~ Junxit, ut una caro, sic cinis unus erit.

Mr Knox aceuses Sir Richard for taking a bribe from
Cardinal Beaton, to engage his kinsman, Lord Seaton, to
liberate him from his confinement after the deéath of James
the Fifth. And no sooner was that artful prelate at li-
berty, than he had the address entirely to defeat the treaty
just concluded by the commissioners of the two kingdoms

' for a marriage betwixt Queen Mary and Edward Prince

Chancellor
Maitland.

of Wales ; but Sir Ralph Sadler, who was perfectly ac-
quainted with all these transactions, says, Arran the re-
gent gave Lord Seaton orders to liberate the cardinal ;
though, to save appearances with the king of England, he
attempted to justify himself by throwing .the blame on
Seaton. :

. Mr ‘Pinkerton has published two small volumes of
poems by Sir Richard and other cotemporary writers, ta-
ken from a manuscript collection of poems presented by
the Duke of Lauderdale to Mr Pepys, secretary to the ad-
miralty during the reigns of Charles the Second and James
the Second, one of the earliest collectors of rare booksand
manuscripts ; and who, by his will, ordered the Pepysian
library at Magdalen college in Cambridge to be founded,
to preserve his very valuable collection, which is the most
curious in England, the British museum excepted.

John Maitland, chancellor of Scotland, was the second
son of Sir Richard. His father, in 1567, resigned the
privy-seal in his favour. This offiee he held till 1570 ;
when, for hisloyalty to the queen, he lost the seal, and it
was given to George Buchanan. He was made a senator
of the college of justice, or lord of session, in 1581, se-

‘ 4
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cretary of state in 1584, and los high-chancellor in 1586.- Emmtﬂt
The chancellor’s power and influence created him many- u..-,,—..;
enemies among the Scottish nobility, who made several
attempts to destroy him, but without success. In 1589
he attended the king on his voyage to Norway, where his
bride, the Princess of Denmark, was detained by contrary
winds. The marriage was immediately consummated ;
and they returned with the queen to Copenhagen, where
they spent the ensuing winter. During their residence in
Denmark, the chancellor became intimately acquainted
with the celebrated Tycho Brache. In 1590 he was cre-
ated Lord Maitland of Thirlestane. Towards the end of
the year 1592, the chancellor incurred the queen’s dis-
pleasure, for refusing to relinquish his lordship of Mus-
selburgh, which she claimedas being a part of Dunferm-
line. He absented himself for some time from court, but.
was at length restored to favour ; and died of a lingering
illness in the year 1595, much regretted by the king. He
bears a high character, both for talents and integrity. A-
mong all historians, Melville, who writes the Aemorrs,
Mr Pinkerton observes; was his personal enemy ; so must
not receive much credit in his censures of him. Besides
his Scottish poetry in the Maitland Collection, he wrote
several letters, epigrams, &ec. to be found in the Delicie
Poetarum Scotorum, vol. 2d.

There is a most superb and: costly monument of the
chancellor and his.lady in the aisle of the church of Had-
dington, belonging to the Lauderdale family, 24 feet in
length, 18 feet in breadih, and 18 feet high. There are two
compartments, supported by three black marble pillars, five
feet high each, with capitals of white alabaster, of the Co-
rinthian order, arched above. In the western compartment
are figures of Lord Thirlestane and his lady, at full length,
in white alabaster, close to each other, in a recumbent
Pposture,
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Immcnt William Maxtland the elder brother of the chancellor;
‘.s.,,_...us well known as- secretary of state during the reign of
Mary Queen of Scots: The famotus John Duke of Lau-

derdale, the grandson of the ¢hancellor; was born at Le:

Duke of thington, 26th May 1616. The part this nobleman first
Yauderdaler 5o16d twas that of 4 most zealous covenanter. He was oné
of the commissionets appointed to carry the solemn leagne
and covénant from the convention of the estates of Séotland

to the English parhafnent He was likewise a mem-

ber of the Westminster assembly as a ruling elder of the
church of Stotland. He afterwards stpported the royal
¢ause. His long and ‘most despotic administration after

the restoration are t00 well known to tequire notice here.

He appears to have been the most unprinéipled and rapa-

cious of all the ministers employed during the snprincipled

reign ' of Charles the Second. Only- it is worthy of no-

tice, that though he inherited a very opulént fortune from
his ancestors, and possessed; for a period of above twenty

years; the most lucrative offices under government, and

was at one and the same time high commissioner to the
parliament, sécretary of state, lord president of the coun-

cil, first commissioner ‘of the treadury-and exchequer, lord

of the bed-chamber, governor of Edinburgh Castle, go-
vernor of the Bass; and agent for tlie royal boroughs at

court, and also is accused of the gréatest rapacity ;—yet

sich was his great profusion, that at his death his heir was
obliged to sell a great part of his estate to pay his debis.

The leaden coffin which contains his body, and a vase in-
elosing his bowels, ate déposited in a vault in the aisle of

the church of Haddington.
Blair, the aiithor of the well-known poet €ntitled the
 Grave, was ministér of the parish of Athelstarefoord.
$tome, John Hoine also, author of the tragedy of Douglis, was,
during ten years, clergyinah of this parish, but was under
6
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the necessity of resigning his living, to avoid the hazard 3::;““‘
of being deposed from holy orders, for the crime of ha< e w .
ving written one of the most beautiful dramatic performs
ances' in ‘the English language.. When 'the tragedy “of .
Douglas was first acted in Edinburgh, in December 1756,
a prodigious ferment was excited in the minds of a large
portion of the public, on‘account of what seemed an im-
pious novelty, that of a ‘clergyman of the ‘established
church producing a’ performance intended to be the sub- ¢
ject of prophane theatrical exhibition, and which contained
what were dalled mock prayers, to. be: recited by play~

$ SFhE presbytery of Edinburgh and the presbytery of
Glaso'ow met again and again on the subject ; wrote warm
letters to ' the several “presbyteries to'whom any of the
clergymeén belonged who had witnessed the exhibition of
the tragedy, insisting on their proceeding against them,
and bringing them to condign punishment ; emitted ad-
monitions and exhortations against the offensive practice,
and. ordered them to be read in ‘all the churches within
their bounds. In every instance, however, except two,
one of which was carried as far as the supreme court,
and’ of ‘which the issue is to be seen in the magazines of
that time,’ the -offence” was' done -away, in the most pri-
vate manner, by the several presbyteries.who had-been
written to: But even the general assembly was induced to
make a declaratory act against the stage, enjoining all
presbyteries to take care that none of the ministers of this
church do, upon any occasion, attend the theatre. In short,
the country was excited into a flame on this trifling occa-~
sion ; though not quite so strong and extensive, yet similar
1in' its nature to that which ‘was raised twenty-three- years
afterwards, in opposition to:the popish bill.

The parish of Gladsmoor gave birth to George Heriot, George
founder of the hospital in Edinburgh which still bears his ey
Vor. L. ' Ii
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Emmcn! name. His ancestors wer¢ proprietors of the small vil-

\.__y... lage of Trabraine ; and their names appear sometimes on
the roll of the Scottish parliament. 'What is still more te
the honour of the parish, it was the first settlement of Dr
Robertson the historian of Scotland ; and his hlstory of
Scotland was composed here,

The parish of Yester gave birth to two men of talents,
g‘;xlg’f{' who in their time made a considerable noise in the world,
Dr Nisbet, Dr John Witherspoon -and - Dr Charles Nisbet, botb

clergymen of the church of-Scotland. Both of them
were zealously attached to the popular, that is the Cal-
vinistic, party in the church ;—both of them were zea-
lous ‘enemies to the unfortunate war which ended in the
dismemberment of the British empire, and divided the
European from'the Transatlantic race of Britons ;—both
of them ultimately settled iniNorth America, Dr Wi-
therspoon was appointed president of the College of New
Jersey ; and Dr Nisbet was made president of the college
of Carlisle. It is certain that, for some time at least, the
latter of these gentlemen heartily repented his emigration.
The industrious Americans are 50 averse to the establish-
ment of sinecure places, and are so little acquainted with
‘the importance of literary leisure, which they consider as
mere idleness, that when Dr Nisbet went to take posses-
sion of his office of president of a.college, he was not a
little mortified to find that, by the Jaws of the institution,
‘he was precisely in the sitnation of 3 schoolmaster, whose
hole time was to be ocgupied in the task of teaching
Jessons to young boys. His office of president sounded
well; but it meant no more than that he had some ushers
under him. Accordingly, he would instantly have re-
turned to Scotland, had not his living in the church been
given to a successor. For several years after settling in
America, his greatest pleasure seemed to consist in ma-
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king his escape at vacations from his college to Philadel- Population,
phia, where he met with abundance of Scotsmen ; in whose s
society, while conversing about Galedonia, he could for=

get his exile to a distant land.

Tue following Table exhibits a statement of the poa
pulation of this county, according to the enumerations made
at the desire of Dr Webster in 1755, of Sir John Sinclair
from 1790 to 1797 inclusive, and in 1801 and 180g; i
sonsequence of the requisition of the. British legislatuge.,

L]
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14350 1790-7. ~1801-2. .
Persons Occupations.
O Total
; 28 5|4
Parishes. PersondfPersonsf] .. | ¢ |S5E|%g 5, of
' B | ¢ [geglgo 'S8
= g g E §L e 2.8 S 2 [Persond
il I PSS -8 Bl
Aberlady .u .. | 7300 8oo| 410 464 r128] 106 641| 875
Athel'stane}'ord 69:4i- g24f : 301f so3l 161 711 665] 897
‘Berwick, North| 1412} 1300] 708 875] 200 137 1246 1583
Bolton ceeene| 3598 23s5f 1v7| 135) 39 11l 211 252
Dirleton....% | 170c] 1200f s517] 598 1074] 39 2| 11K§
Dunbar .. ... 3281} 370c) 1736f 2215{ 3 602| 301 1
Fala, Hadding. . ; if LS i
ton division Gol 6] 26 2l 92| 120
Garvald......l 7740 73c 3551 394] 273 631 41 ;
Gladssnuir «eoo| 1415 138 668 8o2| 210 64 t?gg IZ;g
Haddington . .| 3075{ 39tsfl 1874} 2175] 402 376 3271| 4049
Humbie ... .. 1570 676l 362 423] 215/ 39 s531f 785
Innerwick ....| 041 o6cfl 408 435 249 84 513 846
Moreham . .. .| 245§ 199} 137 117 45 18 191 254
Oldhamstocks 622f 498l 2171 249] 81} 46| 339] 466
Ormiston ... .| 8rcf 864f < 359] 407| 108] 49 609 %66
Pencaitland. . .| orcf 1033} 44¢| 48] 153] 113 Gsof o925
Prestonkirk ... | 1318} 1196f %23] 74%| 290] 126 1055| 1471
Prestonpans... | 159(} 2028] 8gc| to74] 31| 345 su4| 1964
Salton ...... 7610 830f 372| 396 203 114 451 %68
Spott.... . oo 729f 619) 2260 276] 79| 26| 399] 502
’?‘tenton ..... 631f 6248 270 35¢] 178 42| 400] 620
ranent . ... .| 24598 2732f 1457| 1589 309| 332| 2405| 3046
Whitekirk ....| 961} co4l 456 469 1201 69| 736] 925
Whittingham 714] 655f 285 373 82] 39| s39] 658
Yester ... ...} 1091f goc] 449 48c| 366] 311] 252 929
Total.. .. |29704}28966]1389c|[16096 5346] 3224]20342[29986
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In the part of the table extracted front the report under Population.

the population act, the population of Oldhamstocks and

Fala is only stated so far as_they belong to this county.
The remainder of their population is stated under the coun-
ties of Berwick and Midlothian. In the two first columns
of the table the full population of Oldhamstocks, at the
date of the respective enumerations, is set down.

One remark upon the population of this county, as weIlD'SP";POh
as of the whole of Scotland, can scarcely fail to suggest it-males and

self to the intelligent reader ; that is, that in numbers the
females very considerably exceed the males ; whereas, in
England, the case stands otherwise ; as, by the reports
made out in consequence of the populatian act, it appears,
that the ‘males are in that country considerably more nu-
merous than the females, The relative proportion of the
sexes in Scotland evidently results from the education and
habits of .the people, which produce a great tendency to
emigration. As Haddingtonshire, however, is-a fertile
agricultural district, in which marriage is avoided by those
who cannot support families. easily, it probabl y gives
rise proportionably to less emigration than some poorer
districts. ~ The females exceed the males in number only
to the amount of 2206 ; whereas in the county of Edin-~
burgh, including the city, there are no less than 14,506
more women than men; and this, too, notvnthstandmg
the great numbers of young men who reside in the city
for the sake either of general education, or who are breed-
ing to the profession of the law. It is not impossible, that
an accurate examination of the state of English population
might explain how it comes to pass, that in England and
Scotland the proportions of the sexes are so much rever-
sed. It might probably appear, that what the one coun-
{ry loses the other gains; that is, a part of the male po-

females,
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Population. pulation of England consists of young Scotsmcn who have

Smgular
longewity.

General dus

ration of
life.

emigrated thither.

From the description already given of the climate of
East Lothian, it cannot fail to be considered as'mpon the
whole abundantly salubrious. It is no doubt exposed to
¢old easterly winds; but being fully cultivated, and conse-
quently well drained, the soil is dry, while at the same

time it is far from being greatly exposed to frequent rains.

TIn the parish of Haddington a very extraordmary in-
stance of longevity is recorded to have occurred in one
family. =~ Mr Alexander Maitland, ‘and ‘Catherine Cun-
ningham his ‘wife, were married August 6th, 1657. The
ages of nine of the children of this marriage amounted to
no less than 738 years. Another circumstance remarkable
of this marriage is, that the eighteenth year of it produced
twins; and the twenty-first year trines, or three infants
at'a birth. The' ages of the trines amonnted to 256.
This fact is ascertained beyond all possibility of doubt, as
it was communicated to the clergyman of the parish by
his-intimate friend Mr Robert Keith, a gentleman of the
strictest honour and probity, and who was 'hlmself son of
Isobel one of the trines.

The following Table is worthy of attention, as afford-
mg a basis on which to form a calculation of the probable
duration of human life in this county. It shews the hum-
ber of deaths, with the ages at which' they occurred, i
the parish of Tranent, from 1755 to 1784, a period
thirty years, distinguishing males from females,
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Malks. Females, D\lr)a&i:n'ol‘
Under.ouoiieal o0..101 ..110 o

Between1and 2 .... 85 .. 71 -
gand 3 .....53.. 35
3and 4.... 44 .. 23
4and 5 0... 20,.. 18
5and 10 .v.. 41 .. 26
10and 20 .... 31 .. 29
20 and 25 .... 28 .. 16

25and 30 ..¢. 17 .. 19
30 and 40 ... 37 .. °37
40and 50 ;... 31 .. 39
50 and 60 .... 60 .. 0
60and 65 .... 39 .. 62
65and 70 (.. 42 .. 571
70and 75 ... 49 .. 61
75 and 80 s..0 45 44 57
80 and 85 .... 50 .. 56
85and 90 «... 17 «. 21
'A_ged...'.....gl 186
94 ...,

98" 44

‘96 ..es

98 ..
00 LI svs WO, &
1021 J. o' 10

Total.vieoeo.794 826

)
1
o
'
LS
1
1

O b e b

Males.  Pemates,
Births in the same period of 30 years 1094 1055
Deduct deaths.sseveeeneeeseseeses 794 826

Dviﬂ‘créﬂce, mostly émigratéd. DR R 300 2240
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Schaw's
mortifica-
tion,

Burnet’s
mortifica-
tion.
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To avoid unnecessary repe\tition, it may be sufficient te,
remark, that the poor are in this county. supported in a
similar manner, and out of similar funds, as in the neigh-
bouring county of Midlothian. In the parish of Preston,
pans is a charitable foundation of some importance. James
Schaw, proprietor of the estate of Preston, bequeathed the
lands and barony of Preston, with the residue of some
other funds, for maintaining and:educating boys whose
parents are in poor circumstances. He died A. D. 1784.
The house of Preston was, according to the terms of the
deed, fitted up for the reception of the boys; aud the
establishment commenced in February 1789. Thereis a
master, housekeeper, and two maid-servants. At first
15 boys were admitted. =The number was afterwards
increased to 24., They are taught English, writing, and
arithmetic, and, as they grow up, some manual e.mploy-
ment ; vzz. to knit stockings, to mend their cloaths and
shoes, &c. Four names have a preference, in the follow-
ing order, Schaw, M$Niel, Cunningham, and Stewart.
The age of admission is from four to seven. - They may
remain in the house till they are fonrteen. They must be
frée from the king’s evil, and from 2ll contagious distem-
pers. The trustees are empowered to bind them as ap-
prentices, or otherwise to set them out to business, as they
shall judge best,

In the parish of Salton is a cha.rltable foundation esta-
blished by the former clergyman of the parish, Blshop
Burnett. In the year 1711 he bequeathed 20,000 merks
Scotch to the parish of Szﬂton, the annualrent to be ap-
plie& to the following purposes, viz. the education and
clothing of 30 children ; the payment of their apprentice
fees ; the relief of the indigent ; ‘and the annual 1 increase
ofa hbrary in the manse, - intended for the sole use of the
minister of the pansh Of this fund the lords of councq
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aud session were nominated inspectors ; and by their ap. The pdor.

pointment the proprietors of the estates of Salton and Her-
mistoun, together with the minister of the parlsh act as
trustees.  Under the judicious management of these trus-
tees, the funds have incréased to a capital of upwards of

1. 2000 Sterling ; by which means the various purposes

of the donor’s . will are completely complied with. The
children are well clothed, properly educated, and instruct-
¢d in some respectablc trade. The poor are comfortably
p;ov1ded ; and the minister’s library is supplied with most
of the ancient and modern classics,

_ Societies, formed by the common people for mutual re~
lief, in case of old -age or disease, are not unfrequent in
this county. The collections at the church-doors still form
the principal public fund for the\suppoft of the poor ; but
in all quarters it has been found necessary, less or more,
to have recourse to parochial assessments: a measure
which, in proportion to the degrec in which it is used, lo-
ses its eﬂ'qcf and valuc, because the poor gradually learn
to regard parish-charity as a legal right, to which they are
entitled by law to have recourse, and which it is unneces-
sary to make great efforts to avoid. At the same tlmc,
the ancient hahits of the people of Scotland do not readily
lead. to the abuse of public charity. The poorest of the
people are usually enabled, by their private resources and
extreme frugality, to rear up numerous families. The
eldest of the children usually engage themselves as servants
asearly as possible, and very frequently assist their parents.
in rearing their younger brothers and sisters : nor is it till
their aid in this way becomes less necesary, that they in-
dulge themselves in the vanity of dress.,

"There are three different classes of servants employcd Price of la~

in the husbandry of this county, viz. the bynd, the mttag;r,bm
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‘i’agélso a1d the vamarried plougluizm}, each of Whom work 2 pair

of horses.

Of these the Bynd holds the first rank ; and, besides
working his hotses, he must sow the corns in the spring ;
and he stacks, thatis, he builds the ricks of corn in the
harvest. He and the cottager are both married servants.

Anciently, the rent of the landlord, and the wages of
the servints, were paid in kind : and the ancient usage
continues in strict observancé s6 far as relates to the
h‘ynd. He has @ house found him, for which he gives &
shearer, 1. e. a reaper (generally his wife), in harvest ; and
« small garden, for which he pays froin two to four dung-
hill fowls, according to the size of it. His wages for the year
were formerly eight bolls of oats, two bolls of barley, and
two bolls of pease ; and a cow kept for him both summer
and winter, the dung of which belongs to the master.

Within these few years his wages have been increased,
by 4n additional boll of each of these kinds of corn.

: He has, besides, his fuel brought home by his master,
and some other perquisites, which make his wages amount
to about L. 20 a-year. » .

The cottager is a mere ploughman, He has 2 house
and garden, for which he pays the same rent as the hynd.
His wages for the year formerly consisted of the follow-
ing particulars ; viz. six and a half bolls of oatmeal, at
eight stone Dutch per boll 5 two firlots of dountith barley
for domestic use ; and from the name it would seem te
have been originally given as'adonation or gratuity to his
wife ; two pair of shoes, and fourpence a week for 4~
chen ; a2 Roman éustom, the meaning of which is suffici-
ently obvious, although the allowance may seem won-
derfully moderate ; and, Zastly, his wages in money are
about L. 4 a-year.

Over and ahove these allowances, in order to invite the
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L:oﬁag‘ér ard his wife to be'carefill in col]eétiﬁg‘ au'ng; ‘he' Wages.

is allowed the ﬁrét crop from ull “the dung he gathers
trithin the yéar. ‘
The mastér leads it out, and lays it upon'a piete of

ground (probably not the richést in the farm), at the ‘fate'

generally of 50 double carts per acre.

The ground is ploughed and harrowed ; the cottager
finds the seed and reaps it ; and the master leads home the
¢rop.

This usage, althoﬁgh not altogether confined fo this
county, 'is By no means gettieral over Scotland; and not-
withstanding that it may be attended With some inconve-
niences, the advantage resulting from this creation of dung
does ‘greatly ‘overbalance them ; and a ‘considerable extent
of ground is annually manured in -this county by what is
called the cortar dung.

At present, ‘the cottager retains his meal, and ’fhe pro-
duce’ of his manured land ; and he receives from 1.8 to
L.'10 a-year ; which, with some other perquisites, brings
his wages nearly as high as that of the hynd.

Both the hynd and the cottager were accustomed to gt
the sowing of one peck ‘of lintseed upon a corner of the
Yalloiv; and their wives gave respectively ‘three days of
skutching of lint, and six days for spinning of wool apsn
the large wheel, to the wifé of their master ;' during these
days they Were maintained in his family.

This service has gone into genetal disuise 5 ahd the sow-
ing of lint is accounted 2 pernicious custom ; for itis said
1o injare the ground, and to deprive it of the most material
advantages resulting from the fallow.

Thé unmarried servant generally “édts in the house of
his ‘master, and sleeps in the stable ; and his wages are
about L. 8 a-year, and two pair of shoes.

Formerly ‘the food of these servants consisted of oatitiedl
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Wages  porridge and milk, morning and evening ; and for dinner

Society.

there was 3 rotation for each day of the week, Sunday,
excepted ; consisting of butter and eggs one day, herrings,
and milk another 5 cheese and vegetables, &c. ; and on
Sunday they were regaled with broth made of vegetables
and salted beef, )

At present they have animal food for dinner three times
a-week in summer, and four times in winter.

Formerly the blacksmith and the carpenter were paid
also in kind, at a given allowance for each plough; but
lately, since their work has become more various and
complicated, they are now paid, partly at least, in mo-
e 4 gl ,

The female servants formerly received only a smalk
portion of their wages in money : they were paid in fun-
gibles, such as cloth of different species, suited partly for,
their wearing apparel, and partly for what was called their
Prawfliirgg,l when they camcv to be married, such as blan-

‘kets, &ec. . And it is the universal practice at this day,

that the bride finds beds, sheets, and blankets, and the
brldegroom the wooden and kitchen furniture.

The present wages of the domestic female servants, in
the families of the husbandman, may be from L. 3 to
L.3, 105, Asyear, with the sowing of one-half. peck of:
hntseed and two pair of shoes,

As the farmers of this county are usually men in eas;)r
cxrcumstances, such of their sons as do not engage in agrx-
culture emigrate to towns, and engage in genteel employ-
ments. They endeavour, like other persons of good edu-
cation, who can command 2 moderate sum of money, to
pursue fortune in'the mercanule or manufacturing depart-
ments, or in some branch of the professmn of the. law, and
sometimes also in the mlhtary service of the state.
+..Goncerning the state of society or of hterature, it Is 1;:1.

4
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fiecessary here to make any remarks, as, in consequence Socicty.
of their vicinity, East Lothian and Midlothian bear a close
fesemblance to each other. - In general, however, it may

be remarked that, as in former times, the people of the east

of Scotland appear to have been less zealous covenanters

than in the west, and less violent in their opposition to the

two last princes of. the house of Stuart : so to this day it

is thought that somewhat less anxiety exists in this quar-

ter about religious matters than in the west, or in the cen-

trical parts of the south of Scotland.
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Fogogre: THE county of Berwick, or the Merse, as it is sometimes
phy.  called, though not one of the largest, is, in point of fer-
tility, one of the richest counties in Scotland. Its form
is quadrangular ; the sides waving and unequal. Its east-
ern boundary is the German Ocean, from Dunglass bridge
to within about two miles of Berwick, a space of about
sixteen miles. On the west, it is bounded by a wing of
Midlothian, and part of Roxburghshire, for about eighteen
miles. On the south, the Tweed separates it from Nor-
thumberland for fifteen miles, and Roxburghshire for a-
bout twelve miles. The northern boundary, adjoining to |
the county of East Lothian, runs along the ridge of Lam-
mermoor hills, from Soutra hill, perhaps the highest eleva-
tion of this mountainous ridge, passing Fassney water and
Cranshaws, towards Dunglass bridge, upwards of thirty

miles.
Three din. 1 the common language jaf .the county, it is repre-
tricts. sented as consisting of three districts, Lammermoor, Lau-

derdale, and the Merse. Lauderdale, however, is ex=
tremely small in proportion to the other two. It consists
of the territory in the most western part of the county ad-
Lauderdale, joining to Leeder water. In general description, Lauder-
dale may, without impropriety, be considered as forming
a part of the other two divisions ; the higher district of it

3
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being included under Lammermoot, and the lower under Togéogxa-
the Merse. Lammermoor is the northern and most ele- \-P-—?';—-J
vated part of Berwickshire, from which the waters descend . .. |
south and south-east towards the Tweed and the German
Occan. The Merse, so called from its forming 2 part of
the march or boundary of the kingdom of Scotland, is the
southern or low and fertile division of the county adjoin-
ing to the Tweed, or to Roxburghshire ; which last inter-
poses between the upper or western part of this county and
the Tweed. Berwickshire, from this description, may be
considered, upon the whole, as having a southern expo-
sure, or as resting upon a declivity towards the south or
south-east. The county, however, may be considered as
divided into two portions of territory, the extremes of
which are most completely unlike to each other. The
.one, or northern district of Lammermoor, consists of moun-
tainous or moorish territory, fit chiefly for the support of
the hardy black-faced sheep. This character, however,
does not apply to the banks of the waters ; and the whole
gradually alters, towards the south, into green pastures,
or land adapted to turnip husbandry ; and ends in what
is called the Merse, or low southern district, consisting of
a deep soil, fully inclosed, and in 2 state of the h,lghest
cultivation. 2

Lammermoor, or the northern district, has been suppo-
sed to contain about 362 square miles, or 231,689 acres ;
and the Merse about 148 square miles, or 94,720 acres ; Extent of
amounting in 2ll to 510 square miles, or 326,400 English el
acres. But this calculation 1}as by some been thought
over-rated, and that the county contains little more than
431 square miles, or 276,000 English acres., "

In the high elevation of the Lammermoor district the Lammer-
air is dry but keen. The ridge of Lammermoor hills is e =g
of considerable b;ight, and besides forming, for many
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T‘g"’zﬁ' miles, the northern boundary of the county, it also infer>
L_I:J,:_. rupts the view from the Ochil hills of the Cheviot, orany

Hills, &c.

Merse dis-
trict,

other of the southern mountains. Of this ridge Soutrz
hill is ‘supposed to be the highest ; but hitherto no actual
mensuration is kndwn to have been takenof it : but,in Judg-
ing by the view; from its elevated top;of the neighbouring
hills and ¢ountfy; it must be upwards of 1500 feet high:

The helght of Malnslaughter (Manslaughter) Law, in
the parish of Longformacus, above the sea, has by actual

‘menguratlon been ascertdined 1260 feet: Cockburn Law,

also; is known to be 900 fect dbove the sea’s level ; and the

two hills called Duringtén laws, in the patish of Longfor-

macus, are fiearly of the same hreight. The whole surface
of the upper parts of the districtof Lammermobr consists of
a light peat mold, covered with heath ; the soil is mixed
with sand and clay. In some of the lower parts of it, as in
the parish of Westrutlier, there is muchmoss and swampy
territory, which during winter lies under water, and in ifs
natural state is of little value ; but on the sides of the wa-
ters there are extensive valleys, whose fertility and beau-
ty are augmented to the eye from the neighbvourhood ih
which they are placed.

The northern boundary of the Merse, or southern dis=
trict of the county, proceeds from Home castle on the west,

‘to Greenlaw, Polworth, Dunse, Lentlaws, Preston, and

to the sea at Coldingham. In all this tract, south'as far
us the Tweed, there are fo hills, or any elevation deser-
ving the nanie, except Lammerton hills beyond Aytoun
on the east ; and on the west that lofty eminence on which
stands Home castle.  This whole tract of country, viewed

. from a central eminence, such as'Langton Edge, exhibits

to the wondering eye a scene beyond description. - The

deception from this high elevation is’so great, that this

large tract, from near Kelso to Berwick, sixteen or eighteen
' 4
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miles, and nine over, appears a dead flat, chequered with Waters.

numberless seats and plantations ; the whole landscapc as-
suming the appearance of a garden.

The uniform apparent flathess of the country, however,
is not real ; for gentle acclivities or ridges are less or
more interspcrsed throughout the whole.

The Leeder is the most westerly of the waters of this Leeder.

ctounty, ‘and towards the lower part divides it from Rox-
burghshire. It rises in the heights of Lammermoor, in

that part called the Sowtra bills, a little to the twest of
Channel Kirk. It takes a winding course through the -

fertile vale of Lauderdale, and, after running upwards of
20 miles, it falls into the Tweed about two miles above
Dtyburgh Abbey. It formerly abounded greatly with
fine trout, and also with salmon ; but the numbers of
both of these are said to have greatly declined of late
years. This is ascribed to the abundant use of lime upon
the neighbouring lands for purposes of agriculture. - The
lime being conveyed, by heavy rains, from the surface of
+ the soil into the stream, is supposed to injure or offend
the fish.

The water of Eden also rises in the southern part of Eden.

Lammermoor, and descends southward into the Tweed.
Tt contains some trouts and ecls ; though fewer, it is said,

than formerly, for the reason already mentioned, the use’

of lime upon the soil in its neighbourhood. Where it
scparates the parish of Stitchel, in Roxburghshire, from
that of Nenthorn in this county, it falls over -a rock,
nearly perpendicular, of about 40 fect in height. In a

flood, or in a hard frost, this cataract forms a most beau-

tiful object. Itis at a small distance from Newtondon
house.

The Blackadder, Blackatter, or Blackwater, rises in pjcpqrcr.

$he - southern part of Lammermoor, out of some mossy
Vor. I. Kk
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grounds, in the parish of Longformacus. Soon after its
rise_ it i3 joined by a small rivulet from the parish of
Westruther. After a very irregular course of 16 or 18
miles it falls into the Whittater or Whitewater, at.a vil-
lage called A/linton, in the parish of Edrom. . A singular
peculiarity is said to be observed with regard to the
Blackadder, that no salmon can liye in it ; and if any hap-
pen to enter, which they seldom do, even in the spawning,
season, they are always found dead a little way, up fromx
the mouth of the river ; although the Whitatter, from
whence they come into it, abounds wrth them from the
Tweed and carries them many miles ‘above the place
where Jt,_meets,wlth the Blﬁgl‘;adder. Lvery other stream.
in this eountry, communicating with the Tweed, contains
salmon during the season.

The th atter, Whittadder, or Whitewater, into which:
the last mentioned river falls, rises also in Lammermoor,
on the borders of the county of Haddington, and crosses.
Bermckshlre, in a squth-easte_rly direction, towards the
Tweed. , In its upper part it receives a stream called the
Dye, which abounds with trout. The' course of the
Whitatter is between 30 and %0 miles in length. It a-
bounds in common trout ; which, however, are said to
be of no very high flavour, nor rich quality : but there is
also in this water a larger sort of fish called a whit-,
Jing. Tt is a large fine trout, from 16 inches to 2 fect
long, and well grown ; its flesh is red and high coloured
hke salmon, and of fully as fine a flavour. It is 2 most deli-
cate fish, and affords most excellent sport te the angler. It
goes to the sea in its season, and returns strong, vigorous,
and healthy ; but if, from the smallness of the river, in
a dry season, it is prevented from getting to the sea, it
becomes lank, small, and spiritless, and loses its red colour
and flavour. The Whitatter falls into the Tieed, abous
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%2 miles éast from Dunse, and 3 miles above Berwick. Waters.

From the Tweed, which abounds infine salmon, a great
many of these fish.get into the Whitatter ; and; in" the

months of September and October, are found 30 miles up-
that river, passing into'thé small brooks among the hills:
in Lammermoor; till" their backs are not covered; and.
there lodge their spawn amiong the gravel.". The river

Whitatter runs with great rapidity, and, at some places;
when in flood, tises 15 feet perpendicular above its ordi-
nary channel, overflowing the haughs or level plains ad<
joining; and carrying off great patt of the soil. ~ Attempts
have been made by several proprietors t6 make barrica-
does, but few of them have been suctessful: A very great
flood happened in October 1755; whith carried down all
the bridges excepting the bridge of Preston. ' They have
since been rebuilt at very considerable expence.

The water of Eye, rising likewisé in Larnmermoor, inEgge,

the parish of Cockburn’$ path, proceeds, in a south-eas-
terly directiony through the parishes of Coldingham and
Ayton, and’falls into the German ocean at Eyemouth.
In this watet there are abundance of trouts of excellerit
quality, though generally small. = There are indeed some
pretty large, from 16 to 24 inches in length ; but none of
them of the true salmon kind. Above Eyemouth the
Eye receives a smaller stream; called Ale water, which

also rises in Lamhmermoor.

The only remaining stream connected with this county Tweed:

is the river Tweed, which, as already mentioned, to a
certain extent divides it from England. Of this river we
shall have occasion frequently to take notice; when we
come to treat of the higher territory through which it pro-

ceeds. - - The Tweed here is a large river. Though many :

projects have been formed for rendering the Tweed sub-
servient to navigation, either by deepening the bed of the’
" Kk 2

\
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river, or by carrying a canal along its banks, none of them
have hitherto been carried into effect. The former of
these measures is: probably impracticable, and. the latter
is too expensive to be undertaken in a county which is al-
together agricultural. The tide, however, flows to Nor-
ham castle, which is ten miles above Berwick ; and a
boat of 30 tons can come up the river to New-water ford,
which is six miles above Berwick. The Tweed is not,
in this county, a pastoral stream, as.in the higher dis-
tricts, through which it descends to this low and fully
cultivated territory. Flowing in a level tract, it does not
produce that bold picturesque stenery which is pecuhar to
the rivers of mountainous countries.

The Tweed produces bull trouts, whitlings, gllses, sal-
mon, and all other kinds of fish common to the rivers in
the south of Scotland. Bull trouts make their appearance
in the Tweed during the spring months, and soon after go
away. When they come in numbers, they are thought to
prognosticate a plenteous season for gilses and salmon.
The intercourse carried on betwixt Berwick and London,
by means of the Berwick smacks, and the contrivan-
ces now used for conveying fish, in a sweet or unsalted
state, to a distant market, render the prices of gilses and
salmon as high on the banks of the Tweed as at Billings-
gate market in the metropolis ; nay, the prices are, in ge-
neral, considerably lower in London than in Scotland.
Tweed. is open to fishing from the 10th of January to the
10th of October. In the rivers to the north, which abound
in such fish, the ¢lose season, as it is called, which com..
prehends the rest of the months, varies, and is carlier; for
the most part, in proportion to the latitude of those rivers
northwatds, in' Scotland, to the Tay,; Don, and Dee..

Before quittinig the subject of the waters of this county,
it may be remagked, that there is a beautiful fresh-wates



BERWICKSHIRE. 51%

{ake, about 2 mile west from St Abb’s Head, called ColZ- -Waters,
dingham: loch. It is of a triangular figure, about a mile Colding-
in circamference. = The water is clear, and is several fa- 2 loch-
thoms in depth. No stream runs into it ; and it has no
visible outlet. The depth always appears to be the same.
It is probably supplied by springs, and the superfluous
water carried off by porous strata on a level with the sur-
face of the Jake. It is situated many fathoms above the
level. of the sea. The only fish contained in it is the
perch, from five to eight inches.in length; compact and
firm in appearance, but dry when eaten. -

The sea-coast adjacent to the eastern part of the coun- Sea-tofi.
ty, as well as to the county of East Lothian, is in general
rocky and bold. The promontory of St Abb’s Head is
well known to mariners. Around it, and to the west-
ward, the shore is dangerous and inaccessible, except at
Lumsden, where there are several fishing boats. On the
eastward of St Abb’s Head, at Coldingham sands, the
shore is smooth and accessible. Eyemouth, which will
be afterwards noticed, is the only harbour in Berwick-
shire, and it is the most accessible of any between Holy
Island and the Frith of Forth. There is a fine bay be-
tween St Abb’s Head and the fort of Eyemouth, in which
ships bound for Eyemouth cast anchor, and wait the time
of tide for going into the harbour. Great plenty of fish
are caught in the sea on this part of the coast, such as
‘haddocks, whitings, cod, and ling, lobsters, crabs, and
other shell fish, turbot, skate, and herrings, all of excellent
qualities ; which, after supplying the people in this neigh-
bourbood, are carried to Dunse, Kelso, &c. and a great
part are carried by sea to Edinburgh. The difference be-~
tween the highest and lowest tides on this shore is about
20 feet; and there are great quantities of sea-weed, com-
mcanly called sea-ware, thrown ashore here ; the coarser
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part of which is carried off with avidity, and applied as

- manure to the land near the shore. The finer. parts are

§caJowls.

Agricul- :

ture.

Great
farms.

manufactured into kelp, and prodice in one parish from
30.to 40 tons yearly. - The greater part of this finer sort

.grows upon' the rocks situated between the high and low

water marks, and is cut and manufactured into kelp only
once in three years. :

There isa prodigious number of sea-fowls, known by
the name of scouts and Aittywakes,; with a mixture of sea-

‘gulls, that arrive in the spring yearly upon the high and in-

accessible rocks on the south side of St Abb’s Head. They
breed incredible numbers of young ; and about the end
of May, when the young are ‘said ‘to be ripe, but before
they can fly, the gentlemen in the neighbourhood find ex-
cellent sport by going out .in boats, and shooting great

numbers of them. When they are killed or wounded,

they fall. from the rocks into the sea, and the rowers lift

+them into their boats.” Their eggs are-pretty good, but
their flesh is-very bad; yet the poor people eat them.

They leave the rocks about harvests and none-of them
are ever seen here before the next sprmg Where they
go in winter nobody-knows.

From what has been already stated concerning the di-
wversity of soil which here ‘exists, it would evidently be
in vain tocattempt to give a general and indiscrimina-
ting ‘character or description of the agriculture of this
couﬂty At the' same time‘a similar spirit of enterprise,
in consequence of imitation and ucmlty, exists in every
part of it. :

The greatest part of ‘the county is now occupled by
such farmers as, at.an earlier period, or in several other
counties “in Scotland, would be termed great farmers.
There is, however, a great difference in' the size of the
farms : they run from L.30 to L,1200; if below L.30,
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they are called possessions. It is no uncommon thing for Agf:iﬂl‘
‘one tenant to have two 'or three of the middling class,w-—,,-...a
which is reckoned from L.100 to L.300 a-year. The
eause of this accommodation in general arises from a great
quantity of land, origirially moor (that cannot be farmed
by itself), being attached.to the good lands, but oftener
from the experience the proprietor has of his bemg more
likely to have the land better improved, and the rents
more regalarly paid, by accepting of a great tenant rather
than several small ones. - It'has been found and expe-
vienced in this county, thatthe great, considerable, and
middling rank of farmers, pay their rents best; and this
has been attributed by some to their having the land
cheaper than smaller tenants : but this is not - believed to
be the case.  Small tenants cannot exist on a possession
of poor land, which in general thcy look out for, unless
they have another business, or'are employed by the pro-
prietors ang_greater farmers for bringing home carriages
of lime, &ec.; ia which tliey employ their horses and ser-
vants during the whole of the improving ‘seasons, and en-
tirely neglect the culture of their own possessions.  In
few or no instances in this county, is'it known or belie-

.

ved that a small tenant pays a grcatc% Yent than a greater
tenant would most readily pay for’ the same possession,
unless it be in the neighbourhood of towns or villages,
where the lands are parcelled out’into acres or small
fields for the accommodation of horse-dealers, cow-feed-
ers, and trading people. On-all poor grounds, small te-
nants have been found tobe a'burden. In'many of the
estdtes in this county, at a distance from towns, these
tenants “are employed by their landlords or the neigh-
bouring tenants... This circumstance shews, that all the
iabour they can bring forward is necessaryfor carrying
on the operations of the-county ; and if they are not em-
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ployed ‘as poor tenants, they will' be employed as ser-
vants ; and most probably with more profit; more come
fort, and less care to themselves. But the desire of trades-
men, labourers, gardeners, and hinds, who have saved a
little money, to become. small tenants is general ; angd
when they get a poss,ession,sthej suppose themselves inde
pendent.: The result o frequently is, that instead of ri,
sing to actual independence, they lose the money they pre-
viously accumulated ; an event which, in this as well as
every other branch of speculative industry, is apt to await
those who engage in enterprises which their capital or
credit do not enable them to conduct.

On the arable lands of Lammermoor, the great sources
of fertility are lime, turnip, and artificial grasses. Lime
is the extensive and general manure in this tract of couns
try. . It is brought from the Lothians, and conveyed to
the distance of from eight to seventeen miles; but its
great success, as 2 means of improving a mossy soil or
moor, together with the late improvements upea the roads,
render the use of it not only practicable but universal.
The fertility produced by it is so great, that after a-car-
riage of fifteen miles, the whole expence is often defray-
ed by the first crop of oats after fallow.

The guantity of lime necessary upon dry, sound, moor
fand has been much reduced of late, and the effect greater,
by applying it upon well-prepared fallow, not by any
means suffering the lime to be previously saturated with
water, as is too often done, but spread on the field quite
hot in its pulverised state. Thus the lime exerts its full
effect ;. and ten cart loads, or forty bolls, shell-lime, ma-
nures an acre of such land well ; but upon sour swamps,
or where water has stagnated in winter, if such can be
well drained, it is thonght 2 much safer improvement to
give it a top dressing with lime, or other manure, upon
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the sward, and retain it as an improved pasture, than in Az“'ﬂ*
that situation to risk tillage, or even the probabxhty of -—-,,—..:
lime having any effect.

Since the year 1770, turnips have become a general Turnip.
crop throughout the county ; and, in the scale of improve-
ment, have promoted agriculture more than any one plant
ever introduced to the fields. They are both carried off
the land for cattle feeding in the shades; or, where the
land requires it, are eat off by sheep, which are’ either
enclosed by flakes or netted in all day. Turnips are
sown upon all new broken up lands, those especially re~
cently reclaimed from moor and hilly districts ; but only
where the land is light. They are generally sown in
drills two feet and a half asunder. The land having
been previously limed, and the drills dunged, they become
an excellent preparation for grass seeds sown along with
the red oat next spring. This has made a very rapid
and substantial improvement in this county. Indeed in
the Lammermoor district, the turnip has in a great mea-
sure supplanted the summer fallow. Upon a soil tole-
rably light, it performs cvery service to be expected from
summer fallow, while at the same time the turnip crop is
in some degree a clear gain obtained by the community.
Upon the breeding sheep farms, however, the use of tur-
nip is restricted in some measure to lands detached from
the sheep walk, or to enclosed lands; beeause otherwise
the sheep must be kept at a great distance from the ture
nip field during winter. A considerable extent of pas-
ture is thus lost, to avoid the necessity of harassing these
animals by driving them off from the laad in crop, which
if once tasted is a perpetual temptation to them.

Upon the whole lands in the county, the farmers are
considered as possessing 2 wonderful dexterity in turning
their lands from tillage to grass, and from grass to corn.

']
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Agﬂcﬂl- Of the lower district of the county, it is supposed that
'—"v—- nearly one half is at all times in grass ; of the upper dis-

Grasses
psed.

Qats,

trict, upon wet lands, the plough is only used to improve
the pasture; and even' the dry soil, which is fittest for
turnips, must in Lammermoor be at times brought under
the plough te preserve the pasture in 2 valuable condi-
tion. -

The grasses used in' the county are red and white clo-
ver, rib grass, yellow clover, and rye grass; and these in
such variety of proportions as suits the nature of the soil
or the ideas of the farmer. Eight pounds of white, four
pounds of red, and one bushel and a half of rye grass,
with two pounds of rib grass to the acre, is a common
proportien where the field is intended to remain in pasture
some years. If it is sown down with a view to one crop
of hay only, the greater proportion of the grass seeds is
red or broad clover. It is believed that there is L. 10,000,
Sterling paid yearly by the county for grass seeds import-
ed from England and Holland ; the importers and retail-
ers thereof charging at least 10 per cent. profit, the county
pay to them L.1000 Sterling yearly.

On the arable lands of Lammermoor, the crops of grain
consist of barley and oats, or perhaps peas. The oats, in
the scale of agricultural improvement, are ‘the only grain
hitherto known, wherenpon the farmer can with confi-
dence trust to repay his labour in the early stage of cul-
tivation, -

Qats are therefore, with perfect success, sown upon all
newly broken up lapds; whether wet or dry, clay or gra-
vel, there isno soil comes amiss to this plant. Old leys,
pasture, and grass lands, are sown after one furrow. It is
also found to be .the  hardiest of all grain, and will flou-
rish' at'the ‘height of five or six hundred feet above the
sea’s level, and there produce good ¢crops, if not too much
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exposed to high winds. It is found, however, by too fa-. Ag;iﬂr
tal experience, that this valuable plant is, above all others ‘-~
hitherto kiown; theé most pernicious:to the interests. of

both the farmer and proprietor, if an undue repetition of -
crops is persisted in, particularly with the use of exciting

manure.  The plaat being prone above all others to ferti-

lity, deceives tae too avaricious farmer; and by an excess

of 'this: principle; it will continue productive till every

other' plant, even grass itself, ceasesito ‘vegetate where it

grew. ~

As' the highest'part of Lammermoor is an open sheep’
country, the remarks made concerning it, when treating
of East Lothian, apply to this county, and render a repe-
tition of them unnecessary. :

In the southern district of Berwickshire, or the Merse, Merse agris-
the soil chiefly consists, in the lower part of the country,cul ue
of strong clays, almost wholly destitute of stones or gra<
vel; but higher up in the Merse,” towards Dunse, the
lands grow lighter; more kindly for grass and the turnip
husbandry. Water for caitle, -and materials for toads,
gre also here in plenty. .

This part of the county lies but very httle above the,
sea’s level ; for at Kelso bridge, 20 miles from the sea, « -
there are only 90 feet of elevation.  The air is therefore
mild, lying in the middle space between the Cheviot and
Lammermoor ridges of hills; where heavy rains are nei-
ther so frequent, nor of such continuance, as in the vici-
nity of these mountains, Though snow lies a long time:
some seasons in the Lammermoor district, and to 2 great
depth, its contintance here in the low country is only a
few days. -About the time of the autumnal equinox,
there is sometimes very tempestuous weather on the east
coast.: A

As already mentioned, almost the whole of the arable:
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AgrimL lands of this county are now enclosed ; the size of en.
\......\,.._., closures is extremely various, being from 10 to 100 acress
Enclesures. ¢ in general, for a farm. of 400 or 500 acres, enclosures

RKnds of

fencer,

of 40 or 50 English acres are accolnted advantageous.
It has been found in the Merse, that, by long cultivation,
the: soil is gradually ameliorated in a degree which no
sudden efforts of industry can produce; and accordingly
the ancient in-field lands are still found, and will probably
long remain, superiorin value to those in their neighbour-
hood which have been recently improved from a state of
moor or out-field. - In:the progress of enelosing and im-
provement in this county, some oceupiers of land attempt-
ed to' destroy the distinction of out-field, moor, and in-
field, by making square and regular enclesures, often ta-
king parts of all the three classes of soil into the same
field. - However, those proprietors and occupiers of land,
who studied more the classing of the same kind of land
into one enclosure than the regularity of the enclosure, or
their equality in size, have done best; as it is now found,
by undoubted experience, that the different classes of soil
require different culture to keep them in an improving
state,

There are a great many kinds of fences in those parts
of this county where stones can easily be procured. Stone
walls are preferred on high roads. Sometimes the fences
are made by throwing out two ditches nine-feet asunder,
niaking them four or six feet wide at top, three or three and
@ half deep, and nine inches wide at bottom. The earth
thrown out of both ditches is neatly formed into a sloping
ridge or bank between the ditches 3 a row of quicks, three
ot four years transplanted, is et on each side about six
inches higher than the edge of the ditch, and nine inehes
back from it, so as to form a scarcement. This is called
3 double ditch. " A dead hedge is generally placed on the
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top of the bank. To save land, a single ditch and hedge Agm“‘-
is sometimes used; and at the back of the hedge a wall .....v_._a ’
of stone is placed, 'coped with turf, to protect the hedge -
till it acquire strength. - There is a great deal of the'soil
not friendly to the growth of quiickset hedges, owing to
the cold till-bottom. The cleanness of the skin and vi-
gour of the thorn are always held as marks of the good
quality of the land ; and they seldom fail to be just ones:
It is thought by some that the pruning knife or-hedgebill
is too much used., This may be the case on some lands
where hedges thrive well ; but in a great deal of the lands
of the county, the hedges fog at the stem or root, and
would entirely die out, were they not cut over within a
few inches of the ground; howevs:r, where they do not
require this cutting from the above-mentioned cause,.and
where they keep close at the root, they should be allowed
to grow up. In general, the enclosures of Berwickshire
are kept in far superior condition’ to those of any county
in Scotland. ‘

.- With regard to the impertant point of the rotation of
erops, it is difficult in this county to state the practice with
precision. :

The lands in most cases are turned from tillage to grassg eion of
with such rapidity, that there are very few tenants who°P*
for a succession of years follow any fixed rotation of crop-
ping, except .-where they possess good wheat lands, and
continue .the old system of cropping ‘with whéat, peas,
barley, and oats. Many of the:tenants can'with truth
say, that what they are doing -is better for the land than.
what they ought to have done by their leases. The great
security to the landlord is considered to arise from the
half, ‘or a certain proportion, béing always.in grass, and:
so much_at the end of the lease.being generally agreed
upon to be left in grass a certain number of years ald.
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A%ﬁt‘ﬂ' All these matters are adjusted ‘at the time of making hd
;._.v_,bargam for a lease. “On thé dry lands-lying along the
Tweed-side, and in several other parts of the county, very'

fit ‘for turnips, the comrmon rotation is, ‘17 Fallow and
 turnips with dung 2d, Barley and grass seeds ; 34, Hay
or'pasture ; 42b; Wheat or oats/ i

Wheén the lands aré not ploughed for oats of wheat the

- fourth year, as in' the above menfioned rotation; but als
lowed to remain two or three 'years in’ pasture, they aré
ploughéd in Janwary of February, and cropped, 1s¢, oats'y
2d, fallow and turnip; with dung; 34, wheat, oats, of

Barley, with grass seeds/ :

To carry on the systém of having wheat after turmipy
the land miust be' good and early, otherwisc the wheat
sown ifi February or March will not ripen in season. 'If
it do, the Tands carrying 4 good érop aré held to be the
most valuable“in the cowmtys Wheat is'not sown aftef
turnips, except on lard near the Tweed of the sca coasts
Land not reckoned good for wheat, nor fit for turnip, géts
moré time to rést than the othet classes’; especxallyxf 1t is’
what is called g#assy land, it remains in pasture from oné
tofive, six, or seven years.” When it is brought again into’
tillage,it is ploughed soon after Christmas, thatit méy get
the winter’s frost, to expedite the operation of harrowing 5
‘then it is sown with, ‘1s¢, oats; 2d, peis; 3d, barley'y
4th, oats; 5th, fallow, limed or dunged ; 6k, barley or
oats, with grass seeds. Or, what'is now reckoned bet-
ter husbandry, 1s¢, 0ats; 2d, barley ; 3d, oats ; 4thy
fallow, limed or dunged ; 525, barley, with grass seeds.

On the good wheat lands, where the old system of
cropping already méntioned is a little departed from, the
rotation is, 1s#, fallow, limed and dunged; 2d, wheat,’
with grass seeds ; 34, hay, or broad clover ; 4th, wheat,

r

or Qats. '
&
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‘When this last kind of land is laid to grass for pasture, Aﬁi?:”
it is generally sown with the first crop after fallow. = e

It is not uncommon to take a crop of oats after wheat,
and thereafter to fallow and manure the land ; but very
often this practice is forbid by the leases.

The Merse farmers are all, from their earliest years, Grazierst
trained up in the knowledge of cattle, in which they are
eminent. They are almost to a- man dealers or jobbers.

The lower district of the county being now almost
wholly inclosed and greatly improved, and, as:already
mentioned, so much of it in grass, the rearing and:feedings
of stock must be a great object. Farmers of experience
and observation have no hesitation in asserting, that the
stock in the county at large must pay the whole rent of it,
otherwise the tenants will not thrive. If the grain produ-
ced pay all other expences of labouring the county, and
feeding the labourers and hoxses, &ec. it does well. This
is not precisely the ‘case onthe rich lands adjoin{ng to the
Tweed, the Whitatter, and some parts of the coast ; but it
is held to be true hy the majority of the county. Sheep and:
black cattle are the kinds on which the payment of the
rents depends. Sheep and cattle in this county are of three
sizes 3 the Merse breed, the Cheviot breed, and the Lama
mermoor breed, which is the smallest. It has been found,
by experience in this county, that the cattle improve in
proportion as the pasture is improved; that it is in vain
to carry the heavy Merse breed of sheep and black cattle
to Lammermoor, where they are sure to decline. Every
breeder of cattle in the county, therefore, is attentive to
have his sheep and cattle of as large a size, and of as
good a breed, as his pastures will carry forward, and
no more. Hence, in the opinion of the farmers, there al~
ways must be a_variety in the size of the stock in pra-
portion to the variety of soil and climate, even where ¢q
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Aitm?l' very thing else is equal in point of skill and attention.

Horses, '

Hence the employment of a grazier is considered as re-
quiring much experience and discernment, to enable him
to distinguish with. correctness, in the marLet, the cattle
that correctly suit his pastures.

“The number of horses reared within'the county is not

- equal to the supply of the stock required for farming and

other: purposes of draught. There are about 4000 draught
borses in the county; and -the sum of L.8000 is sent
yearly out of it to the west for horses to keep up this
stock, and afford a supply to the farmers on the south side
of the Tweed, who apply to-the dealers in this county ;
buit it is believed that the sale of horses in this county does
uot exceed L. 1000 yearly.

. The manures in use in the county are, lime, farm-yard

" dung, rock or clay marl; and, in four or five situations

only, shell-marl’ and sea-weed. The lime is brought

from Berwick and Northumberland, or from: Mid and

East Lothians.  On the one side, it is from three to six
miles beyond the bounds of the county, and on the other it
is from four to eight ; yet, with all these disadvantages, the
quantity of lime that has been laid on the county, with-
in these last thirty years, has been great. Excepting some
old grass lands, that have not been in tillage in that pe-
riod, and some of the high outfields in Lammermoor, that
are only ploughed for the sake of keeping down the hea-
ther, the greatest part-of the county has been once limed;
and a considerable part of it, though at the distance of four-
teen or sixteen miles from the lime pits; has been limed two
or three times in the course of a twenty-one years lease.
So universally has the use of this manure been considered
to contribute to the farmer’s profit; and the improvement of
the lands, that, to 2 proverb in the county, an entering te-
nant should get credis in' proportion to the extent of his
3 -
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 fallow field, and the number and size of his Time-heaps. Agﬂﬂﬂ-

Much ‘has been done, ‘and much ‘may still ‘be done, in b\,-—--v
Lammeérmoor, by this excellent and.lmmedmtely opera~

ting manure. The gteat ‘danger from the use of it on

light dry loamy lands arises from ovér-cropping them af-

ter being fied. This onght-to be guarded against by

the 1andlord, in proportion ‘to' the encouragement he gives

to the tenant to lime ; and by the tenant, in proportion to

the confidence ‘he has of getting 4 renewal of His lease on

fair terms. For ‘it is now believed by most tenants ac-
qualhted with the effects ‘of lime on dry landsin the couri-

ty, that an unlimed farm, in'a sitnation where lime is not
difficult to be obtained, is of more value than one that has

been limed, and afterwards over-cropped.

Rock 4nd clay marl have been found in great abun- Marl,
dance on the banks of ‘the Whitatter and Blackatter, ‘and
in many fields of the lower district of the courity ; and
‘when improvements first began to be carried on with spi-
nt, by many of the farmers and gentlemen in the county,

1t was the manure most used in all cases where it lay near *
the fields to be improved. The quantlty laid on an acre was
from 300 to 500 waggon-loads, or from 400 to 600 cart-
loads; which not only added a sufficient quantity of calca-
reous matter, but also an additional thickness to the soil ;
and was then, and still is, considered as an excellent ma-
nure for moor znd thin dry soils ; but it is not always to
be had in the neighbourhood of them. The expence of
marl, on account of the large quantity necessary, is litile
less than that of lime ; ; while, at the same time, a great
Toss of time is occasioned by means of it; a circumstance
which has caused it‘to be generdlly relinquished. Shell-
marl has been found only in 2 few places within the doun-
ty, and has not been allowed to be carried beyond the
estates where it has been found. A large field of from

Vor. I. . L1
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Agﬂcul- 80 to 100 acres-of shell-marl has been discovered in the
‘——v—— adjoining county of Roxburgh, at the south-west corner

Sea-ware.

of Berwickshire, upon the estate of Harden. It is cover-
ed by five or six feet of peat-moss or turf.

» As the towns or villages in the county are very small,
no manure is obtained from them ; and the farmers use
the finest of their dung for. their .turnip, and the coarsest
for their wheat.

. On account of the nature of the coast, which in general
consists of a high rocky shore, sea-weed or sea-ware is
not obtained in abundance. In some situations, however,
it is found, and is eagerly sought after. It consists chiefly
of the 'weed known by the name of tangle (fucus palma-
tus), having a very long stalk and a broad spreading
leaf. It seems to grow upon 2ll the rocks which are
never left bare by the tide, and whose depth below the
surface of low water does not exceed twenty fathoms. It
thus occui)ies a space along the shore of about half a mile
in breadth, in which it grows like a forest, rising eight

or ten feet from the bottom, the flat blade of the plant

being visible when the sea is at its lowest ebb. This belt
of sea-ware may be distinguished, when sailing in a boat,
by the colour of the water ; and 1t is well known to the
fishermen, from whose report the above account is chiefly
taken. In violent storms the sea tears the plant from-the
rocks, and drives it on skore ; it is then eagerly carried off
by the farmers, who spread it directly upon the ground
where it is to be used, and plough it in as fast as possible.
It is the'opinion of many good farmers, that a cart-load of
good ware is, at any season of the year, equivalent to an
cqual load of dung;; but, at the time of sowing barley, it
is considered as at least of double value ; partly owing to
its being, as they say, ripe at that season, having the
strongest: manuring. quality, and pa¥tly to its efficacy in
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producing fine crops of barley, both in quantity and qua< Agricul-
lity. When the ground is very dry, the ware is oftem__t-vmi..:
spread upon the ground after the corn is sown, or even

sprung ; and, when applied in this manner, it is supposed

to produce the best and surest effects. Ware barley is

much esteemed by the brewers; and is in great request

for seed, particularly by the upland farmers, as it is said

to ripen at least a week earlier than any other.

There is not much natural wood in the county ; about Woods.
200 acres may be the utmost extent. It is mostly dwarfy,
and not seemingly in a thriving state ; which cannot be
easﬂy accounted for : probably the allowing of sheep to
pasture in.the woods soon after being cut or hagged, is
hurtful to the growth of it.

Most of the gentlemens seats in the county are decorated
with pretty well-grown trees, consisting of oak, ash,
beech, elm, poplar, chesnut, larches, Scotch and spruce
firs, &c. The weedings hitherto have been equal to the
demand for the purposes of husbandry in the county, and
no more: All the kinds are to be found of various sizes.
From nine to twelve feet round is among the largést of the
oak; ash; beech, and elm. For these many years past,
most of the gentlemen bave been embellishing their estates
by new plantations. Many are of considerable extent,
and clumps, strips, and ring-belts, &c. have been plant-
ed in many parts of the county, which will soon add to the
beauty and riches of it.

There is a want of hedge-row trees in this county : they
scldom thrive well, and are always slow in growth ; which
isﬂ_one reason of their not being so generally planted as
they ought to be. It is alleged also, that they hurt the
hedges ; but this is not believed to be the case, unless
‘where hedges surround thick plantations. On the whole,

there are about 35900 acres of planted land in the county.:
Ll
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Much of this is affording at present, as it has done for

v..._w._amany years past, a considerable ‘yearly ‘income to the

Planting
useful to
Lammer-
moor.

Planta-
tions of
whins ad-
viseable on
moors,

planters or their heirs. ~

Planting would be of the greatest utility to Lammer-
moor, by giving shelter to the cold bleak hills and moors,
and ‘by‘improving the soil so planted. But there are ma-

ny discouragements to planting in this tract : it is found

that trees will not grow, on any kind of soil, on the sum-

mits of the hills ; neither will they grow on ‘moss; and

there is a considerable part of the moorlands unfit for im-
‘Iii"o'vemént, on account of the thinness of the soil, and the
‘wetness and badness of the bottom ; and upon these trees
will not grow, ‘as has been learned by ‘experience in seve-
ral situations : add to this, that it is very difficult to make

fences sufficient to hold out highland sheep, especially
‘where stones are not to be found. Planting thrives well

on moors of a gravelly or rocky bottom, if they are not
ﬁmch'éx’pdsed to winds ; but a great ‘part of the flat moor-
Tands have something at bottom unfriendly to the growth
of trees. It is believed that raisitg of whins or broom,
on many of the moors of ‘the upper district, would be a -
considerable improvement. The shecp are fond «of them ;
and they prove an excellent relief in a lieavy fall of snow,
on account of their giving both food and shelter : and
there are seldom any unhealthy sheep where the fields in
Lammermoor abound with whins and broom. Indeed,
Nature seems to have provided the small and hardy shrubs
as one of the means of enabling a barreén and exposed soil

‘:graduaﬂy to ‘acquire the degree of fertility and shelter

necessary to enable it to bear forest trees. The first
steps of the process by which Niture covers the earth
with fertility and beauty consist of the growth of the
hardy fungt and moss plants upon naked stones and rocks.

“These afford shelter to tribes of small animals ; and the
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ruins of animal and vegetable life gradually produce a Ag"wL
fertile mold, which supports heath and coarser grasses. In w—-—y—-—l
sheltered situations, these are succeeded by more delicate
plants; but, in a bleak and exposed soil, the hardiest
shrubs ought to be planted, that, by the activity of their
roots in penetrating the earth, and by the shelter which
they afford, they may prepare the territory for gradually
supporting the larger vegetable productions.

In this county, it is generally understood that L. 4 of Agricultu-

ral tyl
capital is necessary, at an average, to enable a farmer to;, Esz 4

pay L.1 of rent. About ten years ago, the rental of the Wickshire.
county was estimated at L.IIQ,OOO ; from which L. 5000 )
per annum ought to be deducted for land in the possession

of the proprietors ; and as the rental of lands in Scotland

has in general doubled every twenty years, and in some

places in a shorter period, the rental of Berwickshire, in

the hands of tenants, may be considered as amounting to

L. 150,000 ; to produce which a capital of L. 600,000 is
necessary.

The farm-houses and offices formerly were mean huts, Farm-
built with stone and clay, and covered with thatch and di- s
vot. Two or three farm-steadings were often found toge-
ther in one village. This had no doubt been originally
adopted, either with a yiew to protection or society, per- -
haps to both, In general, now, they are well situated,
and substantially built. All the modern farm-houses are
two stories high, covered with slate, and have from four
%0 eight or ten apartments, with an out or back kitchen,
Several of the houses are neat and handsome ; and, in
some cases, the tenants are thought to be exceeding in the
article of fine houses, fine furniture, &c. However, when
this is narrowly examined, the excess, if there be any, is
not great, nor yet (to the detmnent of improvement in
agricnlture) extensively diffused over the county. Two
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or three thousand pounds of capital, engaged in stock, and

[ out]ay for labour and improvement of a farm, entitle the

Lepgth of
Jeases,

possessor to be comfortably lodged.  If this could not be
the case, he would certamly follow ancther business than
that of farming.

The offices are now likewise made substantial and con-
venient ; maﬁy of them covered with tyles. Where farm-
buildings require to be renewed, or removed to a more
convenient situation, the tenant is-always taken bound to
lead all the carriages ; which he agrees to without re~

"luctance on account of his getting additional accommoda-

tion. In some cases the tenant accepts of a sum, for which
he agrees to build or renew the buildings. On a farm
from three to four hundred pounds a-year, it costs about
a year’s rent. '

The length of leases in general is nineteen or twenty-
one years. In cases where a tenant agrees to give a great
rise of rent, and ties himself down to considerable im-

‘provements, by enclosing, building, &ec. they are length-

ened out to twenty-four and thirty years. - The covenants
as to the management of lands are various, according to
the nature of the soil, and the situation it is in with re-
spect to improvement. They are generally calculated,
sometimes wisted, to meet the ideas of the proprietor and
tenant at the time of making a bargain for a lease. Where
careis taken and ability employed, the articles are adopt-
ed which are best calculated to keep the soil in an impro-
ving state; and, till the late scarcity, there was hardly
any such practice in the couaty, as in'some others in
Scotland, of letting old rich grass lands out to plough
on a short lease at a high rent. The distance of lime,
the want of dung, and the difficulty of restoring the land to
its former state or rent, forbid the practice.

The articles of a lease in general are, that the tenant
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shall neither assign nor subset his farm ; and that his cre- Agtﬁc'ﬂ-
ure.

ditors shall have no power to seize it. The landlord re- ‘wm s
serves right to search for and work all quarries and mine- f:::g" E
rals on paying surface damages. The endurance of the
lease, twenty-oue years ; entry to houses and gtass, on the
26th of May, and to the tillage land, at the separation
of the crop of that year from the ground ; rent payable
at two terms in the year, Martinmas and Whitsunday, by
equal portions ; the first sum payable at the end of six,
twelve, but often eighteen months, and in some cases
twenty-one months, after entry to houses and grass; and
the second payment, six months after the first. The
tenant receives the houses in good repair, and upholds
and leaves them in such repair at his own expence. In
some cases he is allowed wood and workmanship.. He in
general upholds the whole of the fences, in some cases
only the half. He is taken bound to have the half of the
lands always in pasture grass, at least towards the end of
the lease. One-fifth or one-fourth part of the tillage lands
is yearly in fallow or turnips ; one-fifth or one-fourth un-
der a green-leafed grass. Wheat is not sown above once
between fallows ; and oats and wheat are not allowed to be
sown in general after oats or wheat. The fallow division
is manured with dung or lime, sometimes with both ; and
all land sown up with grass seeds, in most cases, is sown
with the first crop after fallow. At the end of the lease ;
a certain quantity of the grass is left a specified number of
years old.

Grass lands or parks are let from year to year. Entry
in May ; removal in November or December ; rent pay-
able at Martinmas first after entry. = The takers grant bill
with a surety for the rent; and in general this is a well
paid rent.

In Lammermoor it is common’ to restrict the tenants
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A%ﬁ?‘- from ploughing above one-third of the arable lands. Iu
e~ cases Where the landlord allows the tenants prime cost. of

Grain ex-
ported.

Cattle ex-
ported.

lime, they are taken bound not to take above three crops
before. sowing off with grass seeds. = The meor land,
ploughed up, fallowed, and limed, is generally left with-.
out restriction, which has been the ruin of it in many

_places.’

There.is little commerce in this county but what arises
from the business of lusbandry and grazing, or. feeding
black cattle:and sheep, the exports from Eyemouth, be-
ing chiefly grain and mieal ; and the imports, timber, iron,
slates, tyles, grass sceds, salt, grain, rags, lime, and lately
coal. ) : '

The grain from the east.part of the. lower district
of. the county, which is by far the most productive of
that. article, is shipped at Berwick or Eyemouth, and
carried coastwise, to the amount of nearly 12,000 quar-
ters annually from the port of Eyemouth ; and from the
port of Berwick there are sometimes shipped 11,000
or 12,000 quarters. of wheat, as much, barley, more than’
twice that quantity of oats, besides peas, and some thou-
sand quarters of rye; but only half of the wheat and oats,
and two-thirds of . the barley, shipped at this port, it is
supposed, go from Berwickshire, the rest from Northum-
berland. ' i qu. cptoam hrad

From the west end of the lower district, and the north
district, the grain and meal are carried to Dalkeith, Edin-
burgh, Haddington, and Dunbar ; and the carriages re-
tirn with coals, lime, wood, iron, tar, tyles, slates, &c.
The commerce, if it deserve that name, carried on be-
tween the graziei‘s,'butchers, and breeders in this and
the neighbouring counties, is considerable. Great part
of the stock is purchased for driving to England all the
sumumner season’; and the great markets of Edinburgh and

]
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Morpeth take off all the fat cattle and sheep that can be A.;s:i_‘c‘fl‘
spared the whole year, to a very great extent in. point of ‘e s
number and value. Many of the people employed, in

buying up this stock, both lean and fat, keep no accounts 5

so that it is almost impossible to ascertain the quantity ;

but it must be considerable, as it is thought that the va-

lue of what is killed in the county yearly does not ex-

cced L.8000 or L.9000. ;

The two London roads passing thre’ this county from E- Road:.
dinburgh,one by Ayton and Berwick, the other by Green-
law and Coldstream, with a branch by Lauder, have been
productive of much improvement to the county. Indeed the
building of Coldstream bridge some years ago, and open-
ing the west 10ad to England, has produced a striking
change upon the western part of the county. Coal and
lime are now brought in carts to all parts of Lauderdale,
and even to Tweedale, from Lothian.

Upon the eastern part of the county, since building the
Pease bridge, the likeaccessis opened to the lime-worksin 4
EastLothian. At all seasons, by the goodness of these roads
and Bridges, there is ready access, free of danger, to mark-
ets, often near thirty miles. Where the distance is so very
great, the carts travel much in the night-time, carrying
to market grain, the produce of the farm, and next
day returning loaded with either coal or lime ; neither of
which, in the former state of the country, could have been
attemapted, except only when carried in bags upon horse-
back. :

" The roads in the Merse have always been a reproach -
to the county, and have very much retarded its improve-
ment. The present proprietors, sensible of these disad-
vantages, have made great exertions, which have brought
about a thorough repair of most of the roads, and accele-
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Atgﬁml’ rated the progress of improvement beyond what was for-
ure.

——— merly known.

Various acts of parliament have been obtained for ma-
king the roads, which, in the lower part of the county, in
consequencel of the nature of the soil, and the scarcity of
proper materials, is an expensive operation. Tolls have
been erected, 4nd the statute labour is converted into a pe-
cuniary payment ; in consequence of which ample funds
have been established.

Pease The Pease bridge was an important work, necessary to~
pridge, wards rendering complete the road from Edinburgh to
London by Berwick. It stands upon the north-east angle’
of the county, and is thrown over a vast chasm, at the
bottom ‘of which is a small stream of water. It consists
of four arches ; and its romantic situation, and stupendous
height, render it an object of curiosity, or rather of asto-
nishment, to travellers. . The Pease bridge is 123 feet
from the bottom of the water of the burn io the top of the
rail ; it is 300 feet long, within the parapet walls 15 feet
wide, and 6 feet from the level of the road to the top of
the rail. In passing by the Pease bridge, the road is
lengthened between one-fourth and one-half of 2 mile ;
but a great saving is obtained in point of level, as the le-
vel of ‘the present bridge is 200 feet in perpendicular
height above the spot at which the old road crossed the
Pease burn, near the sea; and the old road, upon the east
side, rose through ‘a perpendicular height of 150 feet, ata
declivity of nearly one inch in five.
Spitit of Upon Fhe whole, thex"e. ex1st.s in this county an univer-
improve- s3] and a most active spirit of improvement, so far as re-
o gards the cultivation of the soil. The greatest disad-
vantage under which it labours appears to consist of the
want of the two impor‘tant articles of coal and lime, so a-
bundant on the northern side of the Lammermoor hills,
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but hitherto undiscovered upon their southern declivity. Ag;zﬂ-

These valuable but weighty articles must be conveyed t0 ummymms
most parts of the county, by a very distant inland car-
riage, from the Lothians or from Northumberland, We
have already mentioned, that a proposal has been repeat-
edly made to construct a canal for navigation along the
banks of the Tweed from the sea at Berwick to Kelso,
which is in Roxburghshire, but adjoining to this county ;
a work which would remove these inconveniences. Kel-
so is 20 miles from the sea, and the elevation is only 90
feet; but the want of fuel and lime prevents the establish~
ment of manufactures, and of a crowded population, whose
wants or productions might defray the expence of a work
which agriculture alone cannot be expected to accomplish.
Perhaps the cheaper expedient of a waggon-way, formed
of cast iron, might sufficiently fulfil the object in view, amd
lay open this valuable district to all advantages of com-
merce.
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Acapzme for drawing, page 59.

Admiralty court, 143.

Advocates library, 60.

African.company, 228.

Agriculture of Midlothian, 249.
Near Edinburgh, 251. Crops
cultivated, 253.

Almond water, 243.

Amisfield, 481. ?

Amusements of Edinburgh, 70.

Ancient state of Scotland, 184,

Ancicut pageant, 209.

Animals, wild, in Midlothian, 283.

Antiquities of Midlothian, 305. At
Pennycuik, 308. At Newhall, 310.
At Monk’s burn, 311, Roman
station, 321, At Inveresk, 334.
Of East Lothian, 476. 5

Archers, 77.

Acrniston, 346.

Asscmbly rooms of Edinburgh, 76.

B.

Bank of Scotland, 88. Office of, 89,

Bank, royal, 91. 4 2

Bankers, private, 93.

Bailie court, 112. )

Haron bailie, 113.

Barley mill, first imported to Sal-
ton, 472. %

Eattle of the Borough moor, 182.
Of Flouden, 189.

Bass, a rock in the sea, 452.

Berwickshire, three districts of, 510,

' Agriculture of, 518.

Blackatter water, 513.

Borthwick castle, 322,

Breweries of Edinburgh, 159,

Bridewell, 114.

Bridges of Edinburgh, 16,

British Linen Company, 93,

Bratherton, scenery at, 342.

Buggs, killed by the smoke of peat;
285+

Burnet, bishop of Salisbury, 486. His
martification, 504.

.C.

Cairns or heaps of stones, 334.

Calder house, 343.

Capital employed in agricnlture, 536,

Carberry, surrender of Queen Mary
at, 340. ;

Castle of Edinburgh, 7. Captured
‘by the English, 180. Demolish-
ed, 181. Rehuilt, 183,

Caledonian hunt, 84.

Charity workhouses, 65.

Candles and soap manufactured, 16a

Cattle exported from Berwickshire,

536. .

Charles Second’s government, 225.

Civil war, 224, 207. :

City guard of Edinburgh, 106.

Climate of Edinburgh, 21. Of East
Lothian, 420.

Clergy, duties of, 409. Character of,
411, Sedition of, 212. ¢

Cotl, great field of, 268. Modes of
working, 269. When discovered,
271

Coachcs, 167.

Colliers, ancient slavery of, 274.

Cock-fighting, 87.

College church of Edinburgh. 39.

Cockburn, Lord Justice Clerk, 484.

Carn-fanners, when imported from
Holland, 472. '
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Corhimissaty court, 143.
"Convention ‘of boroughs, 146,
Corstorphine hills, remarkable view

.. from, 26. Flat soil near, 250.
Cream, 286.

Court of session, 128. Jurisdiction
of, 130.

Court of justiciary, 137. Of exche-
quer, 139.

‘Covenant subscribed, 223.

Cowgate'of Edinburgh, 15.

Cramond, village of, 287.

Craigmillar castle, 330.

Craig, Sir Thomas, 358.

Cromwell wit, 305.

Cross of Edinburgh, 13.

Cullen, the celebrated Dr William,
355-

D.

Dalhousie, 346. 1

Dalkeith, village, 289, ‘House, and
portraits there, 349, 351.

Dean of guild court of ‘Edinburgh,
112

Discascs in Midlothian, 384.

'Distiléation of whisky, 157. By steam,
158. ey o

Dispensary, 69.

Dirleton castle, 479.

Dissenters, 43. If dissenting meet-
ings an evil, 402.

Drum, house of, 352.

Duddingston foch, 126. House, 353.

Dunbar, the poet, 435.

Dunbar, the royal borough, 444. The
harbour of, 445. The chaurch of,
446. The castle of, 447. The castle
defended by a lady, 443. Battle
of, 478.

Dundonald’s ‘tar, 291.

Dunglass, 482.

E.

East Lothian, 412. Face of the coun-
try in, 413. River, 415. "Agri-
culture, 417. Minerals, 433. Bo-
roughs, 436. Villages, 470. An-
tiquities, 476. Country seats, 481.

~ Eminent men, 484.

Eden water, Berwickshire, 513.

‘EBdinburghshire. See Midlothian.

Edinburgh, city of, 2. Its topogra-
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phy, 2. Its northern ridge, 3. Cen-
- tral and southern ridges, 4. Hills
and country adjacent, 5. Castle
of, 7. Old Tewn of, 13, Names
of the High Street, u2. The cross,
13. The Cowgate and lanes, 15.
Bridges, 16. Earthen Mound, 19.
Southern district, 20. New Town,
31. Scenery around, 25. Supply of
water, 29. Statc of society, 3I.
Luxury, 32. Religious establish-
ments, 35. Literary institutions,
45- Charitable institutions, 62.
Public amusements, 70. ‘Banking
companies, 83.  Municipal insti-
tutions, ¥6. = Political dstoe, x18.
Manufactures, 155. Population,
772. History, 177.  First fortified,
187. Second wall, 190. Cause-
wayed. 191. Supports the ¢rown,
210. King flies from it, 214. Rec-
turns, 215. ‘Removal of tbe court,
216. James the Sixth and Charles
First visit Edinburgh, 218. Pri-
vy council insulted, 222.
Education in Edinburgh, remarks on,

48.
Episcopal chapels in Edinburgh, 41.
Fsk, water of, 245.
Esther, Lady’s church, 41.
Eye, water, 515,

F.

Fallowing of land introduced int
East Lothian, 424. 4

Farms, great, in Berwickshire, 518.
Farm-houses in ditto, 536.

F:mzmrs in Midlothian, character of,
263.

Flax mill invented, 474.

Fishwives, 299. Ditto causeway, 333.

Forcign trade of Leith, 169.

Fletcher of Salton, 488.
Fruits reared in Midlothian, 151

G. i

Gardens in Midlothian, 267.
Geddes, Jenny’s, reformation, 220.
General assembly, 147. .
Gentle Shepherd, scene of the, 245
Gillespic’s Kospiul, 69. '

Golf, 83.

Glzdsmuir, thunder storm at, 471.

3 ‘
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- Gilmertori cave, 290.
Grain exported from Berwickshire,

536. Grasses used in ditto, 521,

Graziers in ditto, 526.
Great trees in Midlothian, 260
Great yew tree, 430.
Greyfriars church of Edmbdx’gh 39.
Gunpowder mills, 289. 4
Gulane church, 480.

»

H.

Haddington, 434. Woollen manu-
factory, 435. Old monastery, 436.
History of, 439. Town often burn-
ed, ib. Garrisoned by the Eng-
lxsh and besieged by the Scots,
441. Evacuated by the English,
444.

Hawthornden caves, 320.

Heriot, George, born in East Lo-
thian, 497

High school of Edinburgh, 58.

Home, author of the tragedy of Dou-
glas, 496.

Hope, Sir Thomas, 361.

Hors;s, number of; in Befwickshire,
52

Hospitals. Heriot’s, 62.
64. Merchants maiden; and or-
phan, 67. Trinity, 68. Gilles-
pie’s, 69. For the blind, and ly-
mg—m, 70. Remarks on hospitals,

H’oijw, VY.
L.

‘Watson’s,

Implements of husbandry | in Midlo-
ian, 257

Imports to Leith, x69.

Inchkeith, 341.

Incorporations of Edinburgh, 97. Of
Leith, 152.

Infirmary, royal, 55. The building
described, 56. Medical attendance
and lectures, 57.

Invasion under Henry Eighth, 196,
Under Edward Sixth, 198.

K.

Kaim, a ridge at Newton, 329.
Kirk session, 410.

INDEX.

King’s park, 124.
Knox’s plcturc, 307. Account of his
hfe, 489.

Ik

Labour, pri¢e of, in East Lothian,
305.

Lammermoor, 413. Soil of, 417.
Breed of sheep, 418. Part of, ie
Berwxckshu'c, SII.

Lands, tenures of, in Scotland, 454-

Lauderdale; the Duke of, 496.
district in Berwickshire, 510.

Law of Lauriston, account of, 359.

Leeder water, 513.
Leases, articles of, §35.. Length of,
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L.eith bank, 152.

Lenox tower, 306.

Little France, 331.

Lethmgton park, 430,

Lime, a great source of fertzlzty 520.
Remarl\ablc quarry of, at Gilmer-

| ton,; 277.

Lords of the Congreg—atxon, 20K

Longevity, instances of, 384. Sin<
gular in one family, s02.

Lues venerea, 189.

Lying-in hospital, 70.

Lyon court, 144.

‘Water of, 244.

Magdalcn asylum, 69

Magnesia alba, how manufactured
163.

Mary Queen of Scots, her arrival
from France, 204. Dethroned,
207.

Markets of Edinburgh, 117.

Manufactures of Edinburgh, 155.

Maitland, the family of, 493.-

Merchant company of Edinburgh,
98. Their hospital, 67.

Melville castle, 346.

Merse, a part of Benvxckshxrc, 510,
512, Agriculture of, 522. -En-
closures in, 523. Rotation of crops
in, 524.

IVdelothlan, 1. Agriculture and soil of,
249 Antiquitics of, 305, Mine-
rals of, 267. Mineral waters, 281.
Country scats, 343. Eminent cha-
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tacters anciently in, 354. Pepu-
lation, 372. Poor, 386. Statc of
society, 397.

Mint, 126. ]

Minerals of East Lothian, 432.

Milton, Lord, 488. -

M-<Kenzic, Sir George, 363.

Montceith, parson of Duddingston, a-
necdote of, 370.

Morton, ancicnt camp at, 332.

Mortonhall, 353.

Moving moss, 279.

Mussleburgh, 295. Manufactures at,
297  Fishery at, 299.

Mousical society, 72.

N.

Napier, inventor of the logarithms,

~ 363.

Newbattle abbey, 348.

Newhaven, 154. Incroachments of
the =73, 155.

Nisbet, the Rev. Dr, 493

North Berwick, 450. Ancient nun-
nery at, 451.

North Leith, 153. Citadel and bat-
tery, 154.

O.

Oil of vitriol, how manufactured,
166.

Origin and name of Edinburgh, 173.
Of the Canongate, 179.

Ormiston, 470.

Oxenford castle, 352.

Orphan hospital, 67.

P.

Palace of Holyroodhouse, 118. Cha-
pel of, 121. Ancient abbey of, 121,

Parliament close of Edinburgh, 13.

Parliament, when first held in Edin-
burgh, 18a. d

Parliament house, 140.

Paper niills, 289.

Pease bridge, 538. S

Pedlars, socicty of, 461.

Pennycuik, village, 288. House, 344.

Philip, Judge-Admiral, anecdote of,

364.
Pinkey, battle of, 337.

544

Piper’s grave, 3274 s §

Planting, useful toLammermoor, 537.

Police of Edinburgh, 106.

Population of Edinburgh and Leitk,
172. - Of Midlothian, 372. Of
East Lothian, 500.

Popery, origin and nature of, 192.
Rites of, insulted, 199. Causes of
the fall of, r94.

Portcons mob, 233. Efforts to re-
venge the death of Porteous, 236.

Portobello, village, 301. Baths erect-
ing at, 302. :

Poor, the funds for their support, 386.
Amount of the relief granted to
them, 389.

Poors rate, danger of, 387.

Practitioners ofg the law, 135. Their
character, 137.

Prison of Edinburgh, x13.

Preston, battle of, in 1745, 462.
March of the armies, and num-
bers, 465. Rout of the royal
troops, 468.

Prestongrange, 485.

Prestonhall, 353.

Prestonpans, village of, 453. Its har-
bour and ancient trade, 456. Ma~
nufactures, 457. Opyster fishery,
458.

Proceedings of the reformers from
popery, 200.

Provost of Edinburgh, his rank, &c.
111,

Public revenue, 108.

w

Qxargy of lime, 277.  Of free stone,
278.

R.

Regalia of Scotland, g.

Religion, state of, 43, 401, Tumults
ahout, 221.

Rebellion in 1715, 233. In 1745,237.

Reformation from popery, 192.

Register office, 141.

Rescue of James Third, 188.

Revolution, 225.

Rings or enclosures, their ancicnt use,

325.

Roads in East Lothian, 428. In Ber-
wickshire, §37.

Robertson, Dr, the historian, 367,
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Roshn castle, 3135 Chapel, 3!4. Ap-
pr%nncc s pillar, 315. ‘Battle ncar,
31

Rotation of crops in de]othmn 256,
In East Lothian, 422,

Routing well, 280. <

Roman bath, 335 .

‘Royal Exchange, 316.

Royal socmty of Edmburgh 6o.

(‘.’

R S.

-Sal afimoniac mdnufactiired, 162,

‘Salton'wood, 429.

Saltonhall, 482,

S.mdilands Bir 'James, account of,
454.¢

Schaw’s mortification, 5Q4..

Schools, parish, 404. Produce emi-
gration, 405.

‘Sea~ware, a valuablc manure for bar-
ley, 30. v ¥

Silver mine, 279. .

Sheriff court, 143,

Solan geese, 453,

Society, state:of, 397, §08.

‘Society for propagatmg Christian
_knowledge, 44.°

Societics or - clubs of students, 49.

Boutra‘hospital, 327.

Spirit, of improvement .in Berwuk-
thire. 538.

St Anthony’s chapel 124.

St Andrew’s church, 72.

St Cuthbert’s church, 41.

8t Giles’s church, 36.

Spottisivoods, two eminent clergy=
men, 354.

Spott, 483~ . y

State of Scotland Qer the union,
a7

Stool of r entance, 410,

Sugat-baking, 160.

1

: ’

Tamtallén,'452.
“Fen-merk court; 112,

INDEX.

‘I‘rancnt, vxllagc of 470.
hrashing* machme 4230

Theatre, royal of deburgh 70.

Town-(ouncﬂ of Edinburgh, 96. How
elected, 103*

Tron church of F. dm'burgh 41.

"T'rinity hospital, 68. 2

Turnip husﬁandry ‘in Berwickshire,
52r1.

Twccd’ ‘river, 515,

Tyne, river, 414.

Tyrningham, wodds at, 431,

Tytéeg of Woodhduselee, writirgs of,
366.

U a g

Utiion of Scotland and England. 215.
Proprictyof, 230, T umules at, 234,

University of ' Edinburgh, 45. . ‘Its
history, 50.. Library, sr. Bota~
nic garden, 52. Obseryatory, 53.

Volunteers of Edinburgh, 127.

W,

Wages of labour, 393.

Walker, Dr, his remarks“6n popula-
tion, 378.

Waterhowobtamededmburgh 29

Waters of Midlothian, 243.

Watson’s hospital, 64.

‘Wemyss house, 481.

Wltherspoon, the Rev. Dr, 493

‘Whins, plantat ons of, on high mioors,
recommended, » 5 3%

Whittingham, 473.

‘Whitatter, river, §r4.

lekxe, author of the Epigeniad, 3 59.

Winds in Edinburgh, 21.

Wolves, anciently,in Scotland, 327.

Wood, quantity of, in Bermckshxrc,

, 531. :
“Workhouscs, 392.

Y.

Yester castle,376.
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