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Wi L0 Lok, (SRR TR

OF THE

TROUBLES 1xn SCOTLAND.

Anno 1624.

FTER the death and burial of Angus M<Intofh of
Auld lirlie, alias Angus Williamfon, (which was a

little before Whitfunday in the year of God 1624,) his
kin and friends of Clanchattan, whom he in his time held
under rule and in peace by his power and policy, began to
call to mind how James Earl of Murray, their mafter, had
caften them out of their kindly poffefions, whilk palt me-
mory of man their predeceflors and they had kept for fmal
duty, but for their faithful fervice, and planted in their
places, for payment of -a greater duty, a number of ftran-
- gers and feeble perfons, unhabile to ferve the earl their
mafter, as they could have done, by which means thofe
gentlemen were brought through neceflity to great mifery,
and therewith confidering their young chief, the laird of
M¢Iatoth, was but a bairn, who (according to the com-
mon band) might not be anfwerable for their mifdeeds,
and thinking and calling to mind how oft and how hum-
bly they had craved their kindly poffeflions, from the faid
earl, but could not be heard, nor find favour, which
grieved them in the highelt degree; they therefore, find-
ing the time proper, partly through infancy of their young
chief, and partly through the death of this wosthy chieftain,
A {who



4 HISTORY OF THE

(who by his wit and policy, held them ftill under awe and
obedience), defperately refolve by force of arms, either to
recover their own kindly pofleffions, or otherwife caft the
famen wafte, and none fhould labour the ground or pay
any duty to the earl; and to that effe@, about the {aid
feaft of Whitfunday 1624, there brake out-in arms about
the number of two hundred of ‘the principal gentlemen of
that race and lincage of Clanchattan, under the lcading of
Lachlan M<Intofh, alias Lachlan Ogle, (uncle to this now
faird of M¢Intofh) and Lachlan M<ntofh or Lachlan An-
gus-fon, (eldéft fon to the faid umquhile Angus Willian-
fon) their captains. "They kecped the fields in their high-
land weed upon foot, with fwords, bows, arrows, targets,
hagbuts, piftols, and other highland arms, and firft began
to rob and fpuilzie the earl’s tenants who laboured their
pofieflicns, of their haill goods, gear, infight plenithing,
horfe, nolt, fheep, corns, and cattle, and left them nothing
that they could get within their bounds, {yne fell in forn-
ing throughout Murray, Stratherick, Urquhart, Rofs,
Sutherland, Brae of Mar, and divers other parts, taking
their meat and food per force where they could not get it
willingly, frae friends as well as frae their faes, yet fhll
kept themfelves from fhedding of innoeent blood. Thus
they lived as outlaws, opprefiing the country, befides the
cafting of the earl’s land wufte, and openly avowed they
had taken this courfe to get their own pofleffions again, or
then hold the eountry walking.
° The earl of Murray, mightily grieved at the Clanchat-
tan to break out in fuch diforder; himfelf being dwelling in
MMurray, {fends fhortly and brings out of Monteith and Bal-
quidder about three hundred highlandmen armed after
their own cuftom; this people, with the earl himiclf, came
throagh Murray to Invernefs in battle rank; they {tayed
there that night, and the ear]l was, with his good brother
the earl of Eugie, inthe caftle well entertained ; thir pec-
ple ftayed 2 while in the country upon the earl’s great ex-
pences, without feeing or feeking the Clanchattan ; theve-
tore the earl fent themall back the gate they came ; always
the earl returned {rac Invernefs back to Elgin, and provid-
ed another company to go againft the Clanchattan; }l;u:
they
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thep alfo did little fervice, and fo returned without finding
of the enemy firft or laft, albeit they made a pretext ot
feeking them through the country.

But the Clanchattan, nothing difmayed, became more
furious and enraged, to rob and fpoil every man’s goods,
wherever they came, whether friend or foe, to the great
hurt and fkaith of the king’s lieges. - The earl, feeing he
could hardly get them fupprefled by force of arms, refolves
upon another courfe to bear them down, which was, he
goes to London, to king James, and humbly fhews the
rifing of thir Clanchattan, and that he could not get them
overcome and fubdued without an lientenantry in the
North, which the king gracioufly granted to him for fome
few years, and to fit, cognofce, and decern upon fome ca-

ital points allenarly, fpecially fet down thereintill. The
earl returns home, caufes proclaim his lieutenantry, (where-
at it was thought the houfe of Huntly was fomewhat of-
fended, thinking none fhould be licutenant in the North
but themfelves, albeit he was his own goodfon, who had
gotten it, to wit, the marquis’s {on-in-law who had mar-
ried his eldeft daughter) proclaims letters of intercommun-
ing againft the Clanchattan at the head burghs of fundry
fhires, that none fhould receipt, fupply, or intercommune
.with them, under great pains and peril.  After publication
of which letters, the Clanchattan’s kin and friends, who
had privately promifed them affiftance before their breaking
out, begins now to grow cold, fearing their eftates, of
whom fundry was wealthy, in lands and goods, and fim-
pliciter refufed them help, receipt or fupply, for fear of the
laws, §

The Clanchattan feeing this, by expectation begin now
to repent their breaking out, and feek the earl’s peace,
whilk by intercefion of friends was granted, provided that
they fhouid give the earl informaticn who did receipt or
fopply them after publication of the letters of intercom-
nuning, and to give up their names, and prove the fame.
Upon this condition the earl forgives them, and takes them
by the hand, and fhertly begins to hold juftice courts with-
in the burgh of Elgin. Some flight lowns, followers of
tize Clanchattgn, were execute 3 but the principal outbreak-

A2 ers



6 HISTORY OF THE

ers and malefactors were {pared and never troubied. This
juftice court was fenced in the earl’s own name, and in the
name of the laird Innes, the laird Bredie, Mr. Samuel Fal-
concr of Knockorth, and Mr. John Hay, commiffary of
Murray, his deputes, before whom was fummoned all fuch
as had given fupply, receipt, or intercommuned with the
Clanchattan, who durft not but compear, otherwife go to
the horn; and teing accufed, ‘they could not but deny,
then prefently was brought in before the bar, and i the
honeft men’s faces, the Clanchattan, who bad gotten fup-~
ply, verified what they had gotten, and the horeft men
confounded and dafhed, knew not what to fay or anf{wer,
were forced to come in the earl’s will, whilk was not for
their good ; others compeared and willingly confefled,
trufting to get mere favour at the earl’s hands, but they
came litile fpeed, and laftly fome ftood out and. denied.
"All who were referved to the trial of an affize, the principal
malefactors ftood up in judgment, and declared what they
had gotten, whether meat, money, cloathing, gun, ball,
powder, lead, {fword, durk, and the like commodities, and
alfo inftru€ted the affize in ilk particular, what they had
gotten from the perfons pannelled; an uncouth form of pro-
bation, where the principal malefator proves againft the
receptor for his own pardon, and honeft men, perhaps nei-
ther of the Clanchattan kin nor blood, punifhed for their
good will, ignorant of the laws, and rather receipting them
more for their ill than for their good. Neverthelefs thir
innocent men, under colour of juftice partyand part as they
came in, were foundly fined in great fums as their eftates
might bear, and fome above their eftates were fined, and
every one warded within the tolbooth of Elgin, while the
leaft mite was paid by fuch as were purfied in 2220 1624,

s AP h T e
Anno 1623.

King James departs this life in the menth of March
1625. King Charles renews the lieutenantry, the earl
goes on qui¢kly, and fharply with his juftice-courts againt

Invernels,



TROUBLES IN SCOTLAXNDY 7

Invetnefs, John Grant of Glenmorifton, and others who. .
would not come in the Earl’s will for receipt of the Clan-.
chattan, ‘an¢d pay him fic fircs as pleafed kim to impofe.
Invernefs, ftanding to: their innocence, made moyan before.
tHe council, which availed nought. Then they fent Dun-
can Forbes their provoft to the kingj; John Grant went.
alfo to complain to his majelty, but {till the earl, who paft
alfo to the king, fet them afide and bare them.down; they
returned all heme, and the earl fined Invernefs in great
{ums of money, and John Grant of Glenmorifton agrees
with him quietly, after he had made great travel and ex-
pence for his juft defence. Therc'was {ome mifcontent.
ment betwixt the marquis of Huntly and his fon the lord
Gordon on the oné part, and the faid earl of Murray on the
other part, touching the purchafing of this lieutenantry
without their counfel and advice, they kept no {zcrets, nor
frequents other companies.  The earl by himfelf gees on
with his lieutenantry, the marquis grudges to {ee the king’s:
leiges, who were juft and inanocent, fo abufed and fined,
under cclour of a law, yet held him quiet and beholds all
patiently. Yet fomeé faid, both they and the lord Gordon
aflifted fome of their friends who were purfued, and made
moyan ‘fecretly before the council, and thereafter before
the king, which did little good, but made the earl think
upon it when he found occafion, and as was thought he
made the marquis to lofe both the {heriffthips of Aberdeen.
and Invernefs, as ye fhall hear ; and in the mean time.the
marquis punifhed not blood nor oppreffion, but referved alk
to the Heutenant, whereby the country was caften loofe. .

N. B. There is nothing noted in the years of God 1626
ard 1627 worthy of memorial, and therefore goes.to 1628
for the notes of that year. i

S 1 TR

Anno 1628.

In this year of God John Grantof Balnadallach and his
compiices follow John Grant of Carroun to the wod of
Aberncthy, betwixt whom there fell out an hot fkirmith,

: A g where
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where the faid John Grant of Carroua was cruelly flain,
and Grant of Dalvcy on young Balnadallach’s fide,
and divers others hurt on both fides, which blood lay un-
punifhed. 4
And fickke about Michaclmas in the faid year, the laird,

thereafter lord of Banff, unhappily flew James Ogilvie his
coufin, being a proper geutleman ; there was fome affyth-
ment made for this flaughter, and he went peaceably.

- Anno 1629.

Alexander Innes, nottar public in Elgin, cruelly {lew
Robert Tulloch, brother to Tulloch of Tanoquhy,
at the Pans-portin Elgin about Whitfunday 1629 ; he fled
to Ireland, his wife and children followed, but feared pu-
nifhing. :

e S T e
Anno 1630,

- Upon the firft of January 1630, the laird of Fren-
draught and his complices fell in a trouble with Wil-
liam Gordon of Rothemay and his complices, where the
faid William was unhappily flain, being a gallant gentle-
man, and on Frendraught’s fide was flain George Gordon,.
brother to James Gordon of Lefnoir, and divers others
were hurt on both fides. The marquis of Huntly, and
fome well-fet friends fettled this feud, and Frendraught or-
dained to pay to the lady reli¢t of Rothemay and the bairns,
fifty thoufand merks in compofition of the flaughter, whilk
ag was faid was truly paid.

Upon the 27th of September 1630, the laird of Fren-
draught having in his company Robert Crightoun of Cand-
lan, and James Lelly, fon to John Lefly of Pitcaple, with
fome other fervants, the {faid Robert after fome {peeches
fhocts the faid James Leflie through the arm.  They were-
parted, and he convoyed to Pitcaple, and the other Fren-
dranght fhot out of his company.

Likeas.
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Likeas Frendraughtupon the fifth of Oftober held con-
ference with the earl of Murray in Elgin,. and upon the
morn he came to the Bog of Gight, where the marquis
made him welcome. Pitcaple loups on about 30 horfe in
jack and f{pear, (hearing of Frendraught’s beingin the Bog)
upon Thurfday the 7th of O&ober, and came to the mar-
quis, who before his coming had difcreetly directed Fren-~
draught to confer with his lady. Pitcaple heavily com-
plains of the hurt his fon had got in Frendraught’s com~
pany, and rafhly avowed to be revenged before he went
home. The marquis alledged Frendraught-had done no
wrong, and difflnaded him from any trouble. Pitcaple,
difpleafed with the marquis, fuddenly went to'horfe, and
that fame day rides his own ways, leaving Frendraught be-
hind him in the Bog, to whom the marquis revealed what
conference was betwixt him and Pitcaple, and held him all
that night, and would not let him go. Upon the morn
being Friday, and a night of Oétober, the marquis caufed
Frendraught to breakfaft lovingly and kindly ; after break-
faft, the marquis directs his dear fon, vifcount of Aboyn,
with fome fervants to convoy Frendraught home to his
own houfe, if Pitcaple was laid for him by the way; Johm
Gordon, eldeft fon to the late {lain Rothemay, happened
to be in the Bog, who would alfo go with Aboyn; they
ride without interruption to the place of Frendraught, or
fight of Pitcaple by the way. Aboyn took his leave from
the laird, butupon no condition he and his lady would not
fuffer him to go, nor none that was with him that night,
but earneftly urged him, (though againft his will) to bide.
They were well entertained, fupped merrily, and went to
bed joyfully. The vifeount was laid in an bediin the Old
Tower going off the hall, and {tanding upon a vault, where-
in there was an round hole devifed of old, juft under
Aboyn’s bed. Robert Gordon, born in Sutherland, his
fervitor, and Englith Will his page, were both laid befide
him in_the fame chamber; the laird of Rothemay with
fome fervants befide him, was laid in an upper chumber juft
above Aboyn’s. chamber; and in another room above
that chamber, was laid George: Chalmers of Noth and
George Gordon another of the vilcount’s fervants; with

them
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them alfo was luid captain Rollock, then in Frendraught’s
own company. Thus all being ar reft, about midnight,
that dolorous tower took fire in {fo {fudden and furious man--
ner, yeaand in an clap, that the noble vifcount, the laird of -
Rothemay, Englith Will, Colonel Ivat; another of Aboyn’s
fervants, and other two being fix in number, were cruelly
burnt and tormented to the death without help or relief.
The laird of Irendraught, his lady and haill houfehold,
looking on, without moving or friving to deliver them-
from the fury of this fearful fire, as was reported. Robert
Gordon, called Sutherland Robert, being in the vifcount’s
chamber, efcaped this fire with the life. - George Chal-
mers and captain Rollock; being in the third room, efcap-
ed alfo this fire; and as was faid, Aboyn might have faved
himfelf alfe, if he would have gone out of doors, which he
would not do, but fuddenly ran up ftairs to Rothemay’s
chamber, and wakened him to rife; and as he is waken--

.ing him, the timBer paffage and lofting of the' chamber
haflily takes fire, fo that none of them could win down
ftairs again, fo they turned to a window looking to the
clofe, whereé they piteonfly cryed, many time, help, help !
for God’s caufe! The laird and the lady with their fer-
vants all feeing and hearing the woeful ‘crying, made no
help nor manner of hel;iig, which they perceiving, cried
oftentimes mercy at God’s hands for their fins, {yne
clafped in others arms, and chearfully fuffered their mar-
tyrdom. Thus died this noble vifcount, of fingular ex-
peftation, Rothemay a brave youth, and the reft, by this
doleful fire never enough to be deplored, to the great grief
and forrow of their kiu, parents, and haill common people,
efpecially to the noble marquis, who for his good will got
this reward. No man can exprefs the dolour of him and his
lady, nor yet the grief of the vifcount’s own dear lady,
when it came to her ears, which fhe kept to her dying day,
difdaining after the company of man in her lifetime, fol-
lowing the love of the turtle dove.

How {oon the marquis gets word, he direts fome
friends to take up their athes, and burnt bones, which
they could get, and as they could be kent, to put ilk ene’s
afhes and bones in an cheft, being {ix chefts in the haill,

which
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which with great forrow and care, was had to the kirk of
Garntullie, and there buried. In the mean time the mar-
quis writes to the lord Gordon, then dwelling in Inver-
nefs, of the accident. It is reported that upon the morn
after this woeful fire, the lady Frendraught, daughter to
the earl of Sutherland, and near coufin to the marquis,
bufked in a white plaid, and riding on a {mall nag, hav-
ing a boy leading her horfe, without any mere in her com-
pany, in this pitiful manner the came weeping and mourn-
ing to the Bog, defiring entry to {peak with my lord, but
this was refufed, fo fhe returned back to her own heufe
the {ime gate fhe came, comforilefs.

The lord Gordon, upon the receipt of the marquis’ let-
ter, came haftily to the Bog, conveened William, with
whofe fifter the vifcount was married, and many other
friends, who after ferious confideration, concluded this
fearful fire could nct come by chance, floth or accident,
but that it was plotted and devifed of fet purpofe, as ye
may hereafter fee, whereof Frendraught, his lady, and fer~
vants and friends, one or cther was upon the knowledge;
fo thir friends diffolves, and the marquis would not re-
venge himfelf by way of deed, but feek the laws with all
diligence, whereunto he had more than reafon.

Now there was a gentleman called John Meldrum,
who fome time ferved the laird of Frendraught, and got not
good payment of his fee, as he alledged, whereat he was
m {content ; this Meldrum thereafter married with Pit-
caple’s fifter, and the hurting of James Leflie made this
-grief the greater, and bred fome fufpicion of the raifing
of this fire, whereupon he with one John Toafch, fervitor
to Frendraught, asd an young woman called
Wood, daughter to the kird of Colpnay, all fufpefted per-
fons to be cither airt and past, or on the couafel of this
fire, one or other of them, were apprehended'and ward-
ed in the Tolbcoth of Edinbargh. 'This young gentle-
woman was firflt accufed before the lords of {feffion, and
fharply examined. She ftands to her innocence, and de-
nies all; fhe is therefore put‘ into the boots, and cruelly tor-
tured, yet confefles nothing, whereupon fhe is fet to.li-
berty, as an innocent, but the other two men are kept in
frait ward, where T will leave them till 2fterwards.

Ye
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Xe heard before how young Baldnadallach had killed
John Graat of Carroun without punifhing 5 whereupon
his uncle James Grant vowed to revenge his death, and
wrought mickle difpleafure to the {aid Balnadallach, as ye
fhall hear, becaufe he could get no juftice again(t him by
the laws, for his moyan with the earl of Murray.

Ye heard before of fome mifcontentment betwixt the
marquis of Huntly and the earl of Murray, anent pur-
chafing the licutenantry. In recompence of the marquis’
procedure, the earl of Murray, being at court, and in good
favour with the king, dealt fo_that his majefly fhould take-
the fheriffihips of Aberdeen and Invernefs from the mar-
quis, and give him five thcufand pounds ﬁerung for the
famen. The marquis was very loth to- quit thefe offices,
-purchafed for fingular fervices done to the kings of Scot-
land by his predeceffors, yet is forced to do the famen,
not ftanding now in fuch favour with this king as with his
father ; but it was faid the earl of Murray alledged, he
was fic a great man, of fic friendfhip and power, that
nene could live befide him, except thefe fheriffthips were
taken frae him and his pefterity, and the king gave better
car in this purpofe to the earl of Murray nor to the mar-
quis, and .thir heritable offices were annexed to the
" .crown; but the marquis would not receive the faid 5000
pounds fterling, but defired his fon the lord Gorden te
take it up; but whether he got full payment or not, I can-
not tell, for he was then in England. It is true the coun-
try was not in-fic obedience afterwards, as ye fhall hear.

At Michaelmas in the fame year-of the marquis’ de-
miffion, 1630, John Johnftoun of Cafkiebain by the king’s
commiffion was made ihesiff principal of Aberdeen, and
Sir Robert Gordon of that ilk, knight baronet, was like-
wife by the king’s commiffion made Meriff principal of In-
vernefs, and both to endure for an year. The marquis,
made free of thefe fheriffthips, refolved to look about his
own affairs, and behold all, whilk bred great tronbles in the
land, that durft not have been enterprized if he had bruik-
ed oifice, and no lieutenantry had been granted to the carl
of Murray, as ye haveheard.

Ye heard of James Grant, how he brake out. Indeed
no redrefs could be gotten of Balnadallach for the innocent

flaughter
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flarghter of his brother’s fon, for by moyan he purchafed
a reipite, and thercafter a remiflion, as was faid : James
Grant {eeing this, turned lawlefs, and upon the third day
of December, he with his complices, came to the town and
lands of Pitchafs, young Balnadallach’s dwelling placey
who with about thirty perfons was within, whilk the faid
James Grant well cnough knew, and to train him out he =
fets his corn yard on fire, ‘and haill laigh bigging, barns;™
byres, ftables, wherein many. horfe, nolt and theep was
burnt, and fic befial.as was not burnt they flew and de=
ftroyed ; but young Balnadallach kept the houfe, and durft
not come out and make any defence. - In like manner-the
faid James Grant with his complices, upon the feventh day
of the f2id month of December, paft to the town and lands
of Talqhyn pertaining to old Balnadallach, and burnt up
and deftroyed the haill bigging thercof, corns, cattle,
goods and gear, and all-which they could get, and to the
hills goes he. A
Balnadallach ¢ld and young complain to the ear of
Murray, lientenant, wpon this injure and oppreflions, and
with all the country people, ftill under hazard of their
lives and heirfhip of their goods, who was unfriends to the
faid James Graat, cried out againfl the lieutenant for not
panithing of thir grievous offences, fearching, feeking and
taking of the faid James Grant and his complices; the earl
mightily moved thereat, and in end refolves to gar one de-
vil ding another, and to that effeét agrees with Lachian
MeIntoth alias Lachlan Og, brother to the umquhile laird
of M<ntofh, William M¢Intofh alias M<Lachlan, fon to
umquhile Lachlan Angus-fen, and George Dallas. Thefe
three were the principal men that breke out againft the
ear] himfelf, and being reconciled as ye have heard, lie
now agrees with them to take the faid-James Grant, either
quick or dead ; whilk upon conditions they frankly under-
took, and conveens about forty ftrong men of Clanchattan,
well armed after their highland fafhion, divides them into
three feveral companies, and under three captains, viz. the
faid Lachlan Og, William M¢Lachlan, and George Dollas.
The earl himfelf refers this bufinefs to thir three captains,
and upon the tenth day of the faid month of December, he
. .o rides
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rides from Murray fouth.  But thir captaing ofed fo .gre-'t
diligence, that upon the eighteenth day of the faid moath
of December, they find the faid James Grant in the town
and-lands of Auchachyll within a houfe, and ten men
with him, and his baftard fon at the head of Strathavan;
they purfued the houfe moft furioufly ; thefaid James and
his men wins out and takes the flight, they follow tharply,
flew four of the men, wounded himfelf with arrows in
eleven parts of his body, and when he could do no more he
was taken, and his other fix men, but bis baftard fon
wan away. 'Thus were they brought quickly to the place
of Bainadallach, where he with his men were ftraitly kept,
then his men were had to the tolbooth of Elgin, and ward-
ed there, himfelf was led to Darnway upon Yool-day the
25th of December, where he remained till the 25th of
February 1631, that his wounds was cured, {yne had into
Elgin as you thall hear.  Bulaadallach old and young,
“with all their friends, was glad at this taking. So the earl
of Murray being at Edinburgh, arid haftily advertifed here-
of, rejoiced mightily at this vaffalage done by his men,
and fhortly takes order with him, as you thall hear. Whilk
was, he writes frae Edinburgh, and difcharged the Clan-
chartan companies, and ordered thir three captains with
fome others, and his own men, tenants and {ervants,
to convey them from Elgin to Edinburgh, whilk was
done ; howfoon James Grant came to Edinburgh, ke was
admired and looked upon as a man of great vaffalage ; heis
received and warded in the caflle of Edinburgh, and his fix
men were all hanged to the death: he was often times
accufed before the counfel of diverfe matters : at laft he
bireaks ward and wan away, as ye may hercafter hear.

Anno 1631.

This James Grant, now able to travel, being cured of
his wounds, came frac Darnway upon the 2gth of Feb-
ruary 1631 to the burgh of Elgin, convo;ed by the fame
“men that took him ; helodged that pight in the Earl’s own

houfe
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houfe with ftrait watches; upon the morn himfelf was
tranfported therefrae, and his {fix men out of the tolbooth,
and all together was conveyed by the earl’s own men, te-
nants and fervants, according to his own written direction,
to the town of Ldinburgh, except thethree Clanchattan
captains, with fome few others that convoyed him alfo;
where he was warded, and his men hanged, as you have
heard. - |

Ye heard before how the marquis of Huntly was curi-
ous in trying of the woeful fire of Frendraught. He re-
folves, by advice of his friends, to complain to the fecret
council, who went, with his lady and virgin daughters; up-
on the eleventh of March, frae the Bog, by chariot, well ac<"
companied by his friends; how foon he came to Edinburgh,
he declared before the council, this fearful fire, and his ir-
recoverable lofs, defiring their aid and affiftance to try the
authors of this work, for flill the marquis himfelf had
Frendraught in fufpicion of this fire, that he wds the for-
ger and devifer thereof 3 the lords of council admired at the
marquis’ declaration, and all lamented his pitiful cafe,
whilk could not be well tryed ; however after confultation,
the lords fend a commiffion to the bifhops of Aberdeen
and Murray, the lord Carnegie and Crowner Bruce, to go
to the place of Frendraught, and there ingenioufly to try
how the tower took fire, whether accidentally or of pur- -
pofe, or if it proceeded from fire within the houfe, or if
fire was put in at the {lits or windows, by men’s hands, or
done by any cther engine. Thir four commiffioners upon
the 13th of April conveened at Frendraught, where the
lord Gordon, the lord Ogilvie, the lord Defkford, with
fundry barons and gentlemen, met them ; they went in and
circum{peltly looked round about them up and down,
within and without, and at laft all in one voice concluded,
and wrote to the council, that this fire could not be raifed
without the houfe, except by force of engine of war, nei-
ther came the fame by accident, negligence or {loth, but of
fet purpole this fire was raifed by mens hands within the
vaults or chambers of faid tower. After this conclufion
the commiffioners and all the reft takes their leave, and all
this time the marquis bade in Edinburgh till the commif~
sine B fioners
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fioners returned with their anfwer, which howfoon the~
marquis heard, he returned home -again with -his fufpi-
cion more and more encreafed againit the laird of Fren-
draught.

Upon Saturday the 16th of July, the high and mighty
lord Francis earl of Errol is in his own place of the bounds
departed this life, and was buried within the church of
Slains, upon the night, convoyed quietly with his own do-
meftics and country friends with torch light. It was his
will to have no gorgeous burial, nor to convocate his noble
fricnds with making great charges and cxpences, but to be
buried quietly, and fuch expences as fhould be wared pro-
digally upon his burial, to give the fameto the poor. This
was a truly noble man, of'a greatand courageous {pirit, who
had great troubles in his time, which ke ftoutly and honour-
ably flill carried, and now in favour died in peace with Ged
and man, and a loyal fubjett to the king, to the great
grief of his kin and friends. A

At Michaelmas, John Forbes of thfhgo is fheriff of
Aberdeen, and Thomas Frafer of Strichen fheriff of In-
vernefs, by commiffion.

Upon the eighth day of December, John Urquhart of
Craigftoun, fometime tutor of Cromarty, departed this life
in his own houfe, and npon the firft day of December there-
after he was buried within his ownifle, in the kirk of King
Edward. He left behind him a fair eftate, conqueft
without court or {effion, and from a {mall beginning, and
provided his children honeftly.

John Urquhart of Lathers, his eldeft lawful fon, com-
ing frae his burial towards Aberdeen, takes ficknefs {ud-
defly by the way at Parcock, and upon the cleventh day
of the faid month of December departed this life, and was
buried befide his father upon the fifteenth day of the faid
month.” Thus the fon followed the father fhortly. His
death was forrowful to many, but chiefly to fundry of his
friends and country gentlemen, whom he had engaged as
cautioners for him in great fums of money, who faw no re-
lief, becaufe he had neither heir or executor, his fon be-
ing put in fee of all by the old tutor his good-fir.

The marquis of Huntly, with his lady, and virgin
daughiter, was in the ploughlands in harveft, to whom

€ame
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came the Jady Murray, their eldeft daughter, and vifited
them. wAfter conference within the yard, they Kindly
drank together ; fyne fhe took her leave, and rode to Darn-
way. Here it is to be marked, that the earl her hufband
was at this time fouth, and fince the fire of Frendraught the
faw not her father and mother, nor did the carl himfelf
fince the purchafing his_ lieutenantry ever vifit them, or
give them any comforr fince this dolorous fire, which was
admired by many country people, that for any drynefs was
betwixt them that the earl of Murray fhould have been fo
unkind, and his lady both, in fuch forrowful days. Atlaft
they became more kind, as ye fhall afterwards hear.

‘

Anno 1632.

Upon the third day of January 1632, the earl of Suther~
land, being in Querrell wood belide Elgin, direted there="-
frae his led hor{e with his greath to the Bog, minding to

- lodge there all night, by the gate going fouth. = Himfelf
with the tutor of Duffus followed, who came to the Bog,
but the marquis made him cold welcome for his good-
brother the laird of Frendraught’s caufe, faying he fhould
either quit him or the marquis. The earl anfwered, he
would prefer him to his good brother Frendraught, but to
quit him who had married his fifter, fo long as he was
law-frec he could not with' his honour. The marquis

. fuddenly anfwered, ¢ Then God be with you, my lord,”
and turned about his back. The earl fhortly faid the
like, and came forth, fyne took his leave of  his lady
and his daughters, but the iady urged him to ftay allnight,
faying his chamber was prepared, but he would not, and
night being fallen, he lodges in Andrew Haddentoun’s at
the yett-cheek, who was an oftler.  Upon the morn timely
ke rifes, and to the fouth goes he.

Upon Saturday the 15th of September the ear} of Angus,
accompanied with his eldeft fon the lord Douglas, and
thirty other brave-horfed gentlenen came to the Bag,
where they were made welcome, and well entertained 5 and

¢ B2 upon
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npon the morn, without further ceremony, he was married
t the kirk of Belly with lady Mary Gordon, daughter to
the marquis, by Mr. Robert Douglas, minifter at Glen-
bervie, whom the earl of Angus brought with him of pur-
pefe.  Their entertainment was honourable; but the earl
of Murray and his lady, by reafon of the coldnefs aforefaid,
was not there, nor yet the lord Gordon, now being at the
court in London. sk 4

Upon the 22d of September, the earl of Angus, with
his Tady, went to Darnway, and vifited the earl of Murray,
and his lady ; they ftayed that night, being Saturday, Sun-
day and Monday, till ten of the clock ; they had great wel-
come with good chear, where Sir Thomas Randolph drank
to the Black Donglas, and the Black Douglas to him, with
great love and kindnefs. Thereafter the earl of Angus,
with his lady, took thcir leave, and returned to the Bog,
where they remained till the 27th of September, and that
day tock their leave, and fouth ride they home.

At Michaelmas, John Forbes of Pitfligo, fheriff of
Aberdcen, by commiflion, was continued in his office till
Michaclmas 1633, and rignt fua Thomas.Frafer of Stri-
chen, fheriff of Invernefs, was continued to that day.

Ye heard of the earl of Sutherland going fouth. He
married lady Drummond, daughter to the earl of
Perth 5 and upon the fecond of O¢tober, he and his lady
came by the Bog, and would not go to fee him; ¢roffed
the water, and breakfafted in- William Stewart’s, oftler,
fyne rode their ways. ;

Ye heard before, how James Grant was warded in the
“caftle of Edinburgh, many looking but he fhould have died,
neverthelefs upon Monday the 15th of O¢tober at night,
he came down over the caftle wall, upon tows brought to
him fecretly by his wife, and clearly wan away through
evil attendance, and to the great grief of the lords of coun-
cil, who did not lay him falter ; they pofted proclamations
throughout all the kingdom, offering large fums to any

-that fhould bring him back again, quick or dead, but all in
vain. James Grant’s wife was taken fhortly thereafter at
the marquis of Huntly’s command, being drinking in his
own gardener’s houfein the Bog; he writes to the coun;il,
who

~
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who defired to fend her in to the bithop of Aberdeen,
there to abide trial before him, and the bifhop of Brechin,
as the council had appointed. The marquis about Mar-
tinmas fends her into Aberdeen, where fhe is examined up-
on fundry circumf{tances touching her hufband’s breaking of
ward ; fhe confeffed nothing, whereupon fhe was fetat Ji-
berty by order of the council, and fhe paft and repaft there-
after at her pleafure without interruption, and her hufband
fhifted for himfelf, as ye fhall hear, till that he began to
Kyth and break out again to trouble the land.

. Upon Wednefday the 28th of November in the after-
noon, the lord of Strathbrane, otherwile called the mafter
of Abercorn, was married with lady Jean Gordon, the
marquis’ youngeft daughter, within the kirk of Belly, by
an Irifh minifter brought with him of purpofe ; they were.
honourably entertained within the Bog,and within few days.
departed home.

In this month of November, the earl of Murray took
journey towards Edinburgh, and from that to the king,
but he received fome advertifements, whereupon he went
to the chancellor’s lodging, and in his prefence laid down
his patent under the great feal of his lieutenantry, and
rendered the famen. It was faid he prepared himfelf to go
to the king, to get his lieutenantey renewed, but the lord
Gorden being at court, croffed his defign, knowing his
Jievtenantry to be expired, in recompence of the fheriff-
fhips taken from his father, as ye have heard before, where-
at the earl of Murray had his own mifcontentinent.

 Patrick, bifhop of Aberdeen, fitting in his own chair in
the Old Town, was upon the — day of 1632,
fuddenly ftriken in an apoplexy, and his right fide clean
taken away, and was forced to learn to fubfcribe with his
left hand ; he was carried in mens arms’fometimes to pro-
vincial affemblies, and fometimes to fermons, and continued
fo while the 28th of March anno 1635, that he departed
this life, as ye fhall hear, and was buried in bithop Gavin.

Dumbar’s ifle..
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Anno 1633.—

Upon Thurlday the 7th of February there began a great
frorm of fnow, with horrible high winds, whilk was noted
to be univerfal through all Scotland. This hideous winds
wwas marked to be fuch, as the like had never been feen
here in thefe parts, for it would overturn countrymens
houfes to the ground, and fome perfons fuddenly {mo’red
within, without relief. It alfo threw down the ftately
crown bigged of cuiious eflar work, off the fteeple of the
King’s Cellege of Old Aberdeen, whilk was thereafter re-
edified and built up, little inferior to the firft.

This outrageous {torm ftopped the ordinary courfe of
«bbing and flowing on fundry waters, by the fpace of 24
Aours, fuch as the waters of Leith, Dundee, Montrofe, and
other parts, whilk fignified great troubles to be in Scot-
Jland, as after ye fhall hear over truly came to pafs.

Ye heard before of thelord Gordon’s being in England.
Iv’s true his father the marquis was alfo at court, feeking
to defend his fheriffihips, whilk he could not get done,
and therefore returncd home again, leaving his fon the
Jdord Gordon behind him to uplift the prices thereof. Now
the lord Gordon returns home to Scotland about the month
of February, having gotten the place to be captain or lieu-
zenant of the French guard of Gens d’Armes. In this
snonth of February or thereby, he lifts 2 number of brave
gentlemen to ferve in the faid guards, well armed and
well horfed, and he has them landways to London, and
from thence tran{ported them by fea over into France. He
had alfo with him his eldeft fon lord George, and his
fecond fon James Lord of Aboyn; he madea brave mufter
in prefence of the king of France, whereat the king was
well pleafed, and received the lord Gordon, his bairns and
{oldiers, gracioufly. ~Shortly after his lady and eldeft
daughter lady Ann, came firft to London, and frae that to
her hufband, where the was made welcome, and ftaid till
they came home together.

Upon Saturday the 15th of June, king Charles came to
Edinburgh from London. - Ie had the duke of Lennox,

the
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the marquis of Hamilton, the earl of Morten, and divers
others of the Scots, and {fundry Englith lords, accompanied
with about 500 Englifhmen, and officers of his houfehold.
His furniture, plate, and plenifhing was carried about with.
him in princely form. At the Weft Port his majefty had
an eloquent {peech, making him welcome, and the keys of
the town offered him by the {peaker as he entered in, and
upon the fouth fide of the {ame port Alexander Clark, then
provoft of Edinburgh, with the baillies, all clad in red
robes, well furred, and about threefcore of the aldermen
and counfellors clad all in black velvet gowns, were fitting
all upon feats of deals for the purpofe bigged of three de-
grees, frae the whilk they all raife in great humility and re-
verence to his majefty ; and the faid Alexander Clark, pro-
voft, in the name of the reft, and town of Edinburgh, made .
fome fhort {pecch, and therewith prefented to his majelty
a bafon all of gold, eftimated at five thoufand merks,
wherein was fhaken out of an embroidered purfe a thou-
fand golden double angels, as a token of the town of Edin-
burgh their love and humble fervice. The king locked
gladly upon the {peech and gift both ; but the marquis of
Hamilton, mafter of his majefty’s horfe, hard befide,
meddled with the gift, as due to him by virtue of his office.
Thereafter the provoft went to his horfe in good order,
having a rich {addle with a black velvet foot mantle, with
pafements of gold, and the reft of the furniture conform,
who with the baillies and couniellors on their foot, atiended
his majefty. As he is going up to the Upper Bow, there
came a brave company of town’s foldiers all clad in white
fattin doublets, black velvet breeches, and filk ftockings,
with hats, feathers, fcarfs, bands, and the reft correfpon-
dent. Thefe gallants had dainty mufkets, picks, and
guilded partifans, and fuch like, who gnarded his majefty,
having the partifans neareft to him, frae place to placc
while he came to the abbey, at his entry of the port of the
Upper Bow, he had a third {peech; at the weft end of the
tolbooth, he faw the royal pedigree of the kings of Scot-
land, frae Fergus the firft, delicately pamted, and had a
fourth {peech 5 at the Mercate Crofs he had a fifth fpeech,
where his maje(ty’s healch was drunken by Bacclws on the
Crois,
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Crofs, and the haill ftroups thereof running over with wine:
in abundance. At the throne, Parnaffus hill was ereéted
‘curiot{ly, all green, with birks, where nine pretty boys,.
reprefenting the nine nymphs or mufes, was nymph like
clad, where he had the fixth fpeech: after the which the
{peaker delivered to his majefty a book ; and feventhly, he
had a fpeech at the Nether Bow, which haill erations his
majefty with great pleafire and delight, fitting on horfe-
back, as his company did, heard pleafantly; fyne rode
down the Canongate to his own palace of Holy Rood
Houfe, where he ftaid that night.  The provoft with ths
reft returred home 5 upon the morn being Sunday the 16th
of Juze he:hard devotion in the Chapel Royal of his own
chaplain the bithop of Dumblain, went to dinner ferved up-
on his own provificn, with his officers of houfeliold, guard-
ed with his ordinary Englith guard, clad in his livery, hav-
‘ing brown velvet coats fide to their hough, and bereath
with boards of black velvet and his majefty’s arms curioufly.
wrought in raifed and imboffed work of filver and gold
upon the breaft and back of ilk coat ; this was the ordi-
nary weed of his majefty’s foot guards. )

Upon the morn, Monday, fevenhours at even, his ma-
jelty came up frae the Abbey to the Caftle of Edinburgh
by coach, with whom was the Duke of Lennox and Mar-
quis of Hamilton, and his foot guard riding round about
the coach; followed fixteen other coaches, furnifhéd with
nobles and courtiers; the captain of the Caftle faluted his
majelty coming up the gate with 52 thot of great ordnance;,
thereafter he went and {upped in the caftle, moft magnifi-
cently ferved with his own officers, and with his own pro-
vifion, veflels and plate, and there ftaid all night.

Upon the morn, Tuefday, about ten hours in the morn-
ning, the nobility came up to the caftle in their furred
robes ; the king had his robe royal, who in order rede from-
the Caftle down to the abbey of Holy Rood Houfe, and
firft the earl of Angus (who was made marquis of Doug-
las the night before) rode’immediately before the king in
his furied robe, carrying the crown betwixt both his
hands; the duke of Lennox being on the king’s right

hand, and the marquis of Hamilton on his left, but before
the
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the earl of Angus rode firft, the earl of Buchan carrying-
the fword, and the ear] of Rothes the fcepter, fide for fide.
"The lords with the reft of the nobility, all richly clad in
fcarlet furred robes, rode upon their horfes, furnithed with
rich faddles and foot mantles, ilk ane in their own rooms,
with the King, down throw the ftreets to theabbey ; light-
ed, heard fermon in the abbey kirk, taught by Mr. David
Lindfay, bifhop of Brechin, a prime fcholar ;. after fermon
the king receives the communion, and fome other ceremo-
nies was ufed as is at the coronation of kings, and about
two in the afternoon his majefty was crowned Ring of Scot-
land, upon the 18th of June 1633. The archbifhop of
St. Andrews, the bithops of Murray, Dunkeld, Rofs,
Dumblain and Brechin ferved about the coronation (which
was done by the faid bithop of Brechin) with white rochets
and white fleeves, and loops of gold, having blue filk
to their foot ; the bithop of Murray was made lord Ely-
mofinar, who at the coronation threw out of his hand
amongft the throng of the people within the kirk, certain
coined pieces of filver ftriken for that purpofe, in token
of joy. Now it is marked that there was a four-nooked
taffil in manner of an altar, ftanding within the kirk, hav-
ing ftanding thercupon two books, at leaft refembling
clafped books, called 8/ind books, with two chandlers dnd
two wax candles, whilk were on light, and a bafon
wherein there was nothing ; at the back of thealtar (cover-
ed with tapeftry) there was an rich tapeftry wherein the
crucifix was curioufly wrought, and as thir bithops who
were in fervice paft by this erucifix, they were feen to bow
their knee, and beck, which with their habit was noted,
and bred great fear of inbringing of popery, for whilk they
were all depofed, as'is fet down in thir papers.” The
archbithop of Glafgow, and remanent of the bifhops there
prefent, changed not their habit, being not'in the fervice;
but wore their black gowns without rochets, or white
fleeves.

All folemnities done about this coronation, the king
goes from the church into his own palace, where he ftays
while Thurfday the twentieth of June, that the haill
eftates came down to kim, who came frac the Abbeyin

g . order,
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order, and was the firft day of the riding of the parlia~
ment, as ye fhall hear, viz. in the firft rank rode the com-
miffioners of boroughs, ilk ane in their own places, well
clad in cloaks, having on their horfes black velvet foot-
mantles ; fecondly, the commiffioners for barons followed
them ; thirdly, the lords of the{pirituality followed them 3
fourthly, the bithops, who rode altogether, except the bi-
fhop of Aberdeen, who was lying fick in Aberdeen, and
the bithop of Murray, who as Elymofinar rode befide the
bifhop of London, fomewhat nearer-the king ; fifthly, fol-
lowed the temporal lords; fixthly, followed the vifcounts 5
feventhly, the earls followed them ; eighthly, the earl of
Buchan followed them, carrying the {word, and the earl
of Rothes carring the {cepter, riding fide for fide with
other; ninthly, the marquis of Douglas carrying the crown,
having on his right arm the duke of Lennox, and on his
left the marquis of Hamilton ; following them, then came
his majefty immediately after the marquis of Douglas, rid-
ing upon 2 'chefnut-coloured horfe, having on his head a
fair bunch of feathers, with a foot mantle of purple vel-
vet, as his robe royal was, and none rode without their
foot mantles, and the nobles all in red fcarlet furred robes,
as their ufe to ride in parliament is, but his majefty made
choice. to ride i King James the fourth’s robe royal, whilk
was of purple velvet, richly furred and laced with gold,
hanging over the horfe tail a great deal, whilk was carried
up from the earth by five grooms of honour, ilk ane after
another, all the way as he rode, to his highnefs lighting ;
he had alfo upon his head an hat, and a rod in his hand.
The heraulds, purfuivants, macers and trumpeters, follow-
ed his majefty in filence.

In this order his majefty came frae the Abbey, up the
High Street, and at the Nether Bow the provoft of Edir-
burgh came and faluted the king, and fill attended him-

- while he lighted. The caufeway was railed frac the
Nether Bow to the Stinking Style with ftakes of timber
dung in the end, on both fides, yet fo that people {tanding
without the famen, might fee well enough, and that nonc
might hinder the king’s paffage, there was within the rails
a ftrong guard of the townfmen with picks, partifans, and

mufkets,
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mufkets, to hold off the people, and withal the king’s owa
Englith foot guard, with partifans in their handsy was ftill
about his perfon. Now his majefty with the reft lighted
at the faid Stinking Style, where the earl of Errol, as con-
ftable of Scotland, with all humility received him, “2nd con-
voyed him througn his guard to the outer door of the
High Tolbooth, and the earl of Marifchal as marifchal of
Scotiard h'«:e‘vi"e received him, and convoyed him to his
tribunal, through his goard ftanding within thc door, and:
fet the king down. After his m'l_,eﬁy all the reft in order
followed 3 the marifchal, the prelates and nobles ranked
after their own degree, then the earl of Errol fat down in
a chair, and he in another, fide for fide, at a four-nooked
taffil fet about the fore face of the parliament, and ccvy...d
with green cloth. :

: - The parlvqment about cleven hours was fenced, there-
after thelords of the articles was begua to choofe, confift=
ing- of eight prelates, eight nobles, eight barons, and eight
Lursre'{’es 3 how foon thes y were choﬁ.n,* he parliament rofe.
About two in the afternoon his maje{ty went to horle,
rode to the Abbey, having the earl of Errel as conftable of
Scotland on his right h“nd, and the earl of Marifchalias
marifchal thereof on his left hand, carrying a golden rod
in his own hand, and fo the haill eftates in good order rode
to the Abbey.. There were alfo two princes of Gelmrm_y,
who came only to congratulate the king’s coronaticn, as
was faid.

Upon the morn being Triday, and the 21{t of June, the
king about eleven hours came from the Abbey by coach,
havmg the captain of his guard before him, and “his foot
guard running {till about his coach, and convoyed by many
nobles, knights, and others by coachalfo; he comes up the
ftreet where the town of Edinburgh’s guard was yet {tand-
ing in arms, but .continted not leng after that day. The
king comes frae coach, and with the lords of the arsicles
eaters the Laigh Tolbooth, where upon confultation they
remained while two in the afternoon, fyne diffolved, and
his majefty upon foot returned to the Abbey, where he
made his foot guard to fweat, being an able footman as

was within the town.,  ~

_Sgturday
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Saturday the 22d of June, he came by coach in like
manner frae the Abbey, and fat with the lords of the ar-
ticles while three in the afternoon, fyne returned back to
the Abbey by coach, where the king of Poles’ ambaffador
took his leave.

Sunday the 23d of June he came frae the Abbey by
coach to St. Giles’ kirk, and heard John bithep of Murray
teach in his rochet, which is a white linen or lawn drawn
on above his coat, above the whilk his black gown was
puton, and his arms through the gown fleeves, and above
the gown fleeves is alfo whige linen orlawn drawn on, fhapen
like a fleeve. This is theweed of archbifhops and bithops,
and wears no furplice, -but churchmen of inferior degree,
in time of fervice, wears the famen, which is above their
cloaths, a fide linen cloth over body and arms like to a fack.

The péople of Edinburgh, feeing the bithop teach in his
rochet, which was never feen in St. Giles’ kirk fince the
Reformation, and by him who was fometime one of their
own puritan minifters, they were grieved and grudged here-
at, thinking the famen finclled of popery, whilk helped w0
be the bifhop’s depofition, as after dces appear.

After fermon, the town of Edinburgh gave the king the
banguet, whilk in a dining-room they had prepared in fump-
tuous and coftly manner, whereby no fermon was through
all the town churches; after dinper he w ent to coach,
well convoyed back to the Abbey.

Upon Monday the 24th of June the town of Edinburgh
gave another fumptuous banquet to fundry nobles, courti-
ers and court officers, with mufic and much merriment ;
after dinner the provoft, baillies, and counfellors ilk one of
them in others hands, with barc heads, came dancing down
the {treet, with all fort of mufick, trumpeters and drums,
but the nobles left them, went to the king, and told him
their good entertainment with joy and gladnefs, whereat
the king was well pleafed.

Upon Tuefday the 25th of June, the king heard devo-
tion in his own Chapel Royal. Doétor William Forbes,
minifter at Aberdeen, teached in his black gown, without
either furplice or rochet ; his text was at the 27tn verfe of
the 14th chapter of John’s Gofpel ; the Englith fervice was

faid
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{aid both before and after fermon, as their ufe was, the
chaplains and novices, having their white furplices on, the
bithop of Dumblain, as chaplain of the Chapel Royal, had
his rochet and white fleeves on, but none of our Scots bi-
thops, except he, had the like, but only black gowns.

Upon Wednefday the 26th of June, the king came by
coach, convoyed in form aforefaid frae the Abbey, about
ten hours, and fat with the lords of the articles while near
four in the afternoon, fyne returned by coach back to the
Abbey.

Thurfday the 27th of June, the king by coach, convoy=-
ed in form forefaid, came fraec the Abbey and fat with
the lords of the articles while three in the afternoon, where
then all matters was concluded, and he returned back by
coach.

Upon Friday the 28th of June the parliament was rid-
den again by the king, and his three eftates, in manner for-
merly fet down, except the earl of Glencairn bare the
{cepter which the earl of Rothes bare the firft day, and fic-
like the earl of Suffolk rode upon the king’s right hand,
and another Englifl: lord on his left hand, and the marquis
of Hamilton as mafter of the king’s horfe, rode direétly be-
hind him, having at his back a ﬁately horfe with his ca-
parifons, led in a man’s hand 5 and in this order in their par-
liament red robes, they came rldmc from the Abbey up the
gate, and lighted, fyne went in all together to the parlia-
ment houfe, and there ratified the halll alts made and con-
cluded before the lords of the articles, after the fame was
firft voiced and voted about by the lords of the parliament,
and thir alts ordained to be imprinted, and fo the parlia-
ment rofe up the forefaid day.

The king refted upon Saturday the 29th of June, and
heard devotion within the Chapel Royal on the morn be-
ing Sunday.

Monday the firft of July, the king dined in the Abbey,
{yne paft to fport to recreate himfelf, to Linlithgow, Dum-
fermling, and Falkland, and came back to Bruntifland,
fhipped, came over the water, and fafely lodged in the
Abbey that night; but as he is on the water, in his own
fight perifhed a boat following after him, having within

-C her
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her about 33 perfons, Englifh and Scots, his own domeftic
fervants, and two only efcaped with their lives. His ma-~
jefty’s filver plate and houthold ftuff perithed with4he reft 5
a pitiful fight no doubt to the king, and the haill beholders,
whereof the like was never feen, a boat to perifh between
Bruntifland and Leith, in a fair fummer’s day, without
ftorm of weather, being the 10th of July; but it fore-
tokened great troubles to fall in betwixt the king and his
fubjets, asafter does appear. :

The tenth of July being Wednefday, the king ftaid all
night in the Abbey, and Thurf{day and Friday. The mar-
quis of Huntly, intending to keep this parliament, came to
Kandychyle, where he fell fick ; but he fent his lady and
lady Aboyne to complain to his majefty anent the fire of
Frendraught, who took their own time as commodioufly as
they could, and accompanied with fome other ladies in
mourning-weed, pitifully told the king of the murder done
by the fire of Frendraught, humbly craving at his hands
juftice. The king with great patience heard this com-
plaint, whilk he bewailed, comforted the ladies the beft he
could, and promifed juftice ; they could get ‘no more at
prefent, but humbly took their leave of the king, and re-
turned to their lodgings. ;

The king upon Saturday the 13th of July, minding for
London, rides to Seatoun from the Abbey; he was ho-.
nourably convoyed by nobles and town of Edinburgh. Fe
ftaid that nightat Seatoun well entertained ; upon the morn
he heard their devotion, and held his council in the after-
noon, as the Englith cuftom was 3 and upon Monday the
15th of July his majefty rode from Seatoun, and fo furth
from place to place while he came to London fafe, haill,
snd found, praifed be God. It is faid his majefty com-
mended our Scotifh behaviour and -entertainment, aibeit
fome lords grudged with him, as ye fhall hear, which bred
wuch forrow.

His majefty gone to London, the lady marchionefs and
lady Aboyne ftay behind him in Edinburgh, ufing all the
means they could, for trial of the fire of Frendraught; at
Iaft fhe caufes put John Meldrum and John Toafch, whoye
beard before were warded in the tolbooth of Edinburgh, ;10

trial.
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trial.  And firft the lords, upon the fecond and third days
of Auguft, began to accufe the faid John Meldrum what he
knew anent the faid fire ; and therewith examined him up-
on certain {peeches, whilk he, as was alledged, had fpoken
concerning that purpofe; hé utterly denied all; and what
he faid was written. Therécafter the lords$ begins another
day, to re-examine him, could find no light; yet found
him varying frae his firft declaration in fome circumf{tances,
and therefore the lords fhortly refers him to the trial of an
affize, where he was convicted and condemned to be hang-
ed to the death at the Crofs of Edinburgh; his head to be
ftricken frae his fhoulders, and his body demaimed and
quartered, and fet up on exemplary places of the town,
in example of others to do the like. He was executed up-
on the day of Auguft, and died without any certain
and real confeffion, as was faid, anent this doleful fire.
Allthis time John Toafch was kéeped in ftrait ward, yet
is put to no frial, upon what'reafon I cannot tell; whereupon
the ladies left Edinburgh after John Meldrum’s execation,
and.came to Kandychyle, where the marqnis was attending
their coming, leaving Toalch to his trial, as ye have here-
after. © The marquis with his ladies came frae Kandychyle
to Strathboggie npon the gth of September, and from that
to the Bog upon the 17th of September. '
Alexander Gordon of Dunkyntie, and George Gordon
his eldeft fon, with fome fervants, being at the hunts in
Glenelg at the head of Strathaven, were upon the 1gth of
Auguft cruelly murdered by certain highland limmars,
likeas the laird and his fon in their defence flew three of
thir lowns, but craftily they prefently yerded two of them
in a hole, and the third they left lying above the ground,
{yne went their ways, of whom triall yet could never be
gotten, for all the marquis of Huntly could do, they being
his own brother’s fon and brother’s oy, whom thir limmars
had killed without any known caufe. Dunkyntie’s fecond
fon, getting account of this woeful murder, convenes fome
friends fuddenly, and takes up the corps of his father and
brother, in4wo chefts; the head of the third limmar they
cut off; and fet it upon a fork-head, whilk was carried by
an horfeman all the way to Elgin before the corps, and up~
Ca on
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on upon the 22d day of Auguft, with great lamentation,
-they were both buried within the marquis’ ifle; and pre-
fently thereafter this limmar’s head was fet upon an iron
{tob on the end of the tolbooth of Elgin, in example of
others to do the like. The marquis took the death of his
lawful brother’s fon and brother’s oy to heart, but in all his
life, do his beft, he could never get trial of this murder,
who extended his moyanto the full thereanent ; {o he died

~without revenge. Some thought this -firange, that the
great marquis of Huntly fhould fee;his blood deftroyed
without trial or reparation.

Ye heard before how James Grant brake out of the
caftle of Edinburgh, and wan fafely away, upon the r5th
of O&ober 1632 ; he lay lurking quietly in fecret places

. here and there through the country, fo that his enemies
thought they were furely quit of him. But contrary to their
expeltation, in the beginning of November this year
1633, he began to kyth in Strathaven, and’pertly and
avowedly travelled through the country, fometimes on
Spey-fide, fometimes here, fometimes there, without fear
or dread. His wife being great with child, took a little
houfe in the town of Carron, pertiining to the heirs of
her hufband’s late flain brother’s fon, minding there to re-
main while fhe was delivered, and to whom her hufband

 would vfually come and go without féar ;- but being fpied
by his enemies, they await upon him, to wit, fome of the
forbidden name of M¢Gregor, brought into the country by
young Balnadallach againft the faid James Grant, and was
about fourteen limmars in company, with a cruel bloody
tyrant their captain called Patrick Ger or M¢Gregor ; thefe
wait on while they faw him and his baftard fon and ore
man only, come quietly to his wife’s houfe, and feeing him
fo few in company, they followed haftily, being under
cloud and filence of night, lap about the houfe, and tried
zo tirrit. James Grant hearing the noife, and feeing himfelf

{0 befet, that he wasnot able to keep that little houfe, nor

win away, refolved to keep the door with the other two as
long as they might, and fhot out arrows at two windows,
that few did venture to come near the door, except their
captain came fiercely forward to purfue the door, wl:gk

&
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the faid James Grant perceiving, and knowing him well,
prefently bends an hagbutt,and (hoots him through both the
thighs, and to the ground falls he ; his men leaves the pur-~
fuit, and loups abeut to lift him up again ; but as they are
at this work, the faid James Grant, with the other two,
loups frae the houfe and flees, leaving his wife behind him
but he is fharply purfued, and many arrows fhot at him,
yet he wan away fafely to 2 bog near by with his two men.
This Patrick Ger died of this fhot, within thort while, a
notable thief, robber and briganer, opprefling the people
wherever he came, and therefore they rejoiced at his
death to be quit of fic a limmer, and praifed the faid
James Grant for cutting him off. See more of him herew
after.

At Michaelmas 1633, Thomas Crombie of Kemnay was
by commiffion made theriff principal of Aberdeen, and
Mr. Alexander M<Kenzie of Kilcowie made fheriff of In-
vernefs in like manner, to endure for a year.

Anno 1634.

In the month of January 1634, thir lawlefs limmers of
the forbidden name of M¢Gregor came to the laird of Fren-
draught’s bounds, and took or ftole away 200 wedders, as
was reported. :

About this time Dr. William Forbes, one of the minifters
of Aberdeen, was tranflated therefrae to the town of Edin
burgh, where in February thereafter he was with great fo~
lemnity confecrated bithop of Edinburgh, and fhortly
thereafter tranfported his wife and children, goods and
gear, frae Aberdeen to the faid burgh : this man was the
firft that ever was made bifhop of Edinburgh, and con-
tinued but a fhort while ; for upon the 12th day of April,
in the faid year 1634, he departed this life, after taking of
fome phyfic, fitting in his own chair, fiddenly ; a matchlefs
man of learning, languages, utterance, and delivery, a peer~
lefs preacher, of a grave and godly converfation, being'

about the age of 44 years.
C3 Ye



32 . HISTORY OF THE

Ye heard before of John Toafch: this fellow was one
of Frendraught’s domeftic {ervants, and one who was in
the houfe the time of the fire, and very fufpicious to be up-
on the knowledge thereof ; therefore the marquis refolves
to put him to a trial, and to that effe&t he with his lady
takes journey towards Edinburgh; but by the way he fell
fick in Kandychyle: the lady marchionefs leaves him there,
and rides forward to the faid burgh ; fhe caufes tharply
accufe him upon fundry fufpicious points; he denies all 3
he is put to the torture, and called in the boots, but con-
fefles nothing 3 thereafter (he defires him to be put to the
trial of an aflize, whilk was refufed, faying, none fuffering
torture and confeffing nothing, by the laws thereafter
fhould be put to the trial of an affize, and this was vehe-
mently pleaded by the faid John Toafch his own lawyers,
whilk Frendraught had for that effeé fecretly employed,
as was alleged.  And in end he was ordained to fit at the
Crofs of Edinburgh, with the mitre on his head, by the fpace
of two hours, for fome {peeches he had fpoken againft the
marquis. Soin June he was put to liberty; but how this
guife went, ye fhall hear afterwards. The lady rides back
to Kandychyle, where the marquis was, -and both return-
ed home.

After the killing of Patrick Ger, as before ye have heard,
there brake out a number of highland lowns, and harried
the Braes of Murray ; the victual dear at 16 merks the
boll ; yet one of thir lowns called Donald M<Kenzie, was
taken by Mr. Gavin Douglas, fometime provoft of Elgin,
prefented to the fheriff of Murray, aflized, convited, and
hanged to the death upon the 28th of Auguft, whilk af-
frighted the reft of the limmers frae their robbery and op-
preflion.

In September there came a company of highlanders, and
lifted out of Frendraught’s ground, a number of goods,
but Frendraught himfelf, "with fome horfemen, followed
tharply, and brought back his haill goods again, without
ftraik of fword ; it was vehemently fufpected that the Gor-
dons were the outhounders of thefe highlandmen, of very
malice againft Trendraught for the fire aforefaid.

At this Michaelmas Thomas Crombie of Kemnay, con-
tinued theriff principal of Aberdecn for an year, and Mr.

Alexander
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Alexander M<Kenzie, theriff principal of Inveracfs for that
time,

In October there came down certain highlanders again
to the bounds of Bainfhole and Auchintender, pertamma
to Frendraught, and took away threefcore nolt, and eleven
{feore fheep or thereby, without refcue or recovery back®
again. Shortly thereafter there came into the country
about 6oo highlanders, of the Clangregor, Clancameron,
and others, all footmen, and openly declared they had taken
part with Adam Gordon of Park, John Gordon of Inver-
markie, and others the friends of the late burnt laird of Ro=
themay, and would fee the fame revenged. Frendraught
hearing this, fuddenly raifes two hundred foot, and an hun-
dred and forty horfe, and fought thir people out, who
looking for no fic onfet, lay fcattered and difperfed thro’ the
country, and finding they were not able to gather fuddenly *
together to meet them, ilk man fled and fhifted for him-
felt without morerado.  Frendraught feeing thir daily per-

“turbations, leaves his lady in Kinnardie, and upon the eighth
of November rides fouth, two and himfelf, to Edinburgh.
Thereafter brake out openly a number of the name of Gor-
don with their friends and followers, fuch as Alexander.
Gordon, eldeft lawful fon to John Gordon of Invermarkie, .
Captain Adam Gordon, fecond lawful fon to Sir Adam_
Gordon of Park, John Gordon of Auchenreath, William
Gordon brother to John Gordon in Auchenhandach, Wil-
liam Gordon, eldeft lawful fon to Robert Gordon of Colai-
chie, James Gordon fon to Peter Gordon in Sutherland,
Nathaniel and George Gordons, fons to John Gordon of
Ardloggic, John Gordon, fon to John Gordon of Little
Milne, James Gordon fon to Gordon of Baldorney,
Alexander Leith brother to the goodman of Harthill, Ro-
bert Douglas fkinner in Elgin, Duncan Brebner and Wil-
liam M<Gillivorich, fervants to the laird of Park, and di- .
verfe other friends and followers ; thefe gentlemen taking -
the fire of Frendraught heavily to heart, and feeing no re- .
drefs thereof by law, brake out, ilk man {ware to another
to live and die with other, and vowed to revenge them-
felves upon the laird of Frendraught by way of deed.’
And firft they began and fpoilzied a number of cattle frae

the
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the ground of Frendraught, and avowedly had them to
Bryack fair, and fold a cow for a dollar, and a fheep for a
groat, (whilk was very cheap,) to hold filler amongft their
hands; they fpoilzied from Mr. Alexander Innes, minifter
at Rothemay, his riding horfe, and took fome money frae
‘Mr. Robert Jamefon, minifter at Marnan Kirk, violently
and mafterfully, with fundry other outrages in the country.
Some of thir gentlemen happened to be drinking in Til-
" liefoul; there they took one Thomfon, direfted out by
Frendraught’s friends as a {py to hear their difcourfe ; they
fpcared at him wherefore he came there; he declates he
was hired to go out and wait upon them, and learn their dif-
courfe and doings, and report the fame back 4gain to
Frendraught’s friends who had fent him out; upon this
confeffion, without further juftice, they gar hang the poor
man moft craelly upon the gallows near Strathboggie.
The go-fummer was matchlefs fair in Murray, without
winds, wet, or any ftorm ; the corns was well winn, the
garden herbs revived, July-flowers and rofes {pringing at
Martinmas, whilk myfelf pulled; the kail fhot and came
- to feed, and the March violets were {pringing and fpread-
ing as in April.
~ Upon the day of Alexander Leflie fuddenly
killed Adam Gerdon, fon to John Gordon of Curridon,
whilk was never punifhed for all his great friendfhip.
Upon the 15th of November thir Gordons raifed out of
the ground of Frendraught, about r3 fcore of nolt and
eight fcore of theep, drove them to Strathboggie, and find-
ing the marquis not to be dwelling there, they mafter-
- fully dang up the outer court gates, and drovein the
* goods within the clofe, brake up the ftable doors, and took
away two of the marquis’ beft horfes,and thereafter they
took out of the ftable of the Bog three other of his faddle
horfes. Upon the 23d of November they burnt up the
corn yard of the Mains of Frendraught, wherein there was
ftanding fourfcore ftacks. ;
Frendraught was forced to fuffer thefe outrages patiently,
and bides in Edinburgh, fupplicating the council daily for
redrefs, who dire¢ted out an herald called John Malcolm,

with a trumpeter called Alexander Fergufon, to fummon
J thir
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thir-mifdoers at the Mercat Croffes of Aberdeen, Banff,
Elgin, and Forres, to compear before the fecret council
the 16th of December, and alfo upon the 18th January
thereafter 1635, refpectively to anfwer to thir complaints,
and ficlike to charge the marquis, twelve barons, twelve
gentlemen, and twelve minifters, perfonally or at their
dwelling houfes,ta compear before thie lords the fame days,
to ‘give them information of thir diferders, under great
pains. The herald in his coat of arms with found of
trumpet ufed thir charges, conform, at the Crofs of Aber-
deen and Banff, and coming frae Banff to Elgin, he meets
with Captain Gordon and the reft, to whom he tells his
commiflion, and makes intimation of his charge to the {aid

Captain Gordon and the reft prefent, charging them to com=

pear the refpective days aforefaid, who, at the giving there-

of, was feared for his life. The captain difcreetly anfwer-

ed, that blood was taken (for the moft part was come of
the houfe of Rothemay) by fire moft cruelly within the

houfe of Frendraught ;. juftice is fought, but none can be,
found, whilk made them defperately féek revenge upon the

laird of ‘Frendraught, - his men, tenants, and {crvants, at
their own hands, but as to the reft of the king’s lieges,
they would offer no injury without their own procurement.
The herald, glad of this anfwer, and blyth to win away
with his life, took his leave, and the trumpeter founded
who was with him, to whom the captain gave five dollars
of wages. - The herald had perfonally fummoned the mar-
quis, before at the Bog, and was well entertained ; there-

after he went to Elgin and Invernefs, and made proclama-"

tion of his letters, fyne returns home in peace after he had”
done all his affairs. - Ye heard before, how thir broken
men had driven Frendraught’s goods to Strathboggie ; up-
on the morrow thereafter, they drove them to the place of
Rothemay, wherein the lady with her daughters were then
dwelling; they entered the houfe mafterfully, took the
keys of the gates and doors, fyne put the lady and her,
daughters to the gate to a kiln barn, where they remained
but this was done with confent, as was thought. Thus
having manned this ftrong houfe, they took it up royally,
and caufed to kill altogether threefcore marts and an hun--
dred

.
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dred wedders ; fome they falted, fome they roafted, and
fome they eat frefh; they boafted and compelled the te-
nants of Frendraught to bring in meal, malt, cocks, cuftoms,
and poultry, and to produce their laft acquittances and
pay them bygones, fyne gave their acquittances upon fuch
as they got, faying their acquittances were as good as the
laird’s. The poor tenants, for fear of their lives, obeyed
their haill wills, wanting their mafter to defend them, who
all this time was in Edinburgh, and duorft not come home
for fear of his life.

About this time the laird of Banff convoyed quietly to
Edinburgh out of Kinnardie to the laird of Frendranght
his two fons, and left his lady ftill dwelling behind him in
Kinnardie with her daughters. Banff was then Fren-
draught’s great friend, but it continued not long, as ye thall
hear. '

Ye heard before of the death of John Urquhart of
Craigftoun, and how his eldeft fon John Urquhart of
Leathers fhortly followed ; his fon again departs this life
upon the laft of November inftant. 'Thus in three years
dpace the goodfire, fon, and oy, died. Itis faid this yonng.
man’s father willed him to be good to Mary Innes his
{poule, and to pay all his debts, becaufe he was young and
had a good eftate, whereunto his' goodfire had provided
him; the young boy mourning paft his promife fo to do, thert
he defires the laird of Cromartie being prefent to be no
worfe tutor to his fon than his father had been to him, and
to help to fee his debts paid, being then above 40,000
* pounds, for the whilk feveral gentlemen in the country
were heavily engaged as cautioners. The laird of Innes
(whofe fifter was married to this John Urquhart of Lea-
thers) and not without her confent, as was thought, gets
the guiding of this young boy,and without advice of friends,
thortly and quietly married him upon her own eldeft
daughter Elizabeth Innes. Now Leathers’ creditors cry
_out for payment againft the cautioners; the cautioners
crave Craigftoun, and the laird of Innes his father in law
(who had alfo the government of his cftate) for their re-
lief. The young man was well pleafed to pay his father’s
debt, according to his promife, albeit he was neither heir

nor
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wor executor to him.  Yet his goodfather, fecing he could | »
not be compelled by law to pay his father’s debt, would in
noways confent theretos; there followed great outcrying .
agamﬁ him ; friends met and tryfted; at laft it refolved
in this, the creditors compelled the cautioners to pay them *
completely to the hazard of the fum of their eflates, and’
they got fome relief, others little or none, which made the: * I
diftrefled gentlemen to pray many maledictions, which +
touched the young man’s confcience, aibeit he could not'
mend it. And fo through melancholy, as was thought, -
he contraéts a confuming ficknefs, whereof he died, leay-
ing a fon behind him called John, in the keeping of his'-
mother, and left the laird of Innesand her to be his tutor
without advice of his own kindred, which is remarkable;
confidering the great care and worldly conqueft of his good-
fire to make up an eftate to fall in the government of ftran- &
gers. This youth deceafed in the place of Innes, and was
buried befide his father in his goodfire’s ifle in Kinedwart.'
Ye heard before how James Grant efcaped from the
M¢Gregors; frae that time he was not publicly feen, but
lived obfcurely, yet under this there lurked fome poifon,
which wgs young Balnadallach, and he was quietly under
try fting unknown to any, and npon the feventh of December
ia this year 1634 (being Sunday) Elfpet Innes, {poufe to
the faid James Grant, came vnder night to the rrate of Pit-
chafs, kaocked, the laird fitting at fupper, wan in and
rounded in his ear fome few w ords. Shortly thereafter he
rifes, takes his wife’s plaid about him with his fword and
target in his hand, forbidding any to follow him, and
furth at the gate goes he; but his wife would not leave
him, fohe and fhe, and James Grant’s wife, all three goto
Balnadallach’s own miln of Pitchafs, where the tryft was
{zt, and James Grant was with 12 men lying fecret, with-
out Balnadallach’s knowing that he had any men. Then
Grant’s wife cries the watch word, whereupon he comes
out of the miln himfelf alone, fliook hands with Balnadal-
lach, and kiffed his wife, and prefently there rufhed furth
out of themiln the aforefaid 12 men, laid hands upon him
and his wife both, and treacheroufly took him to Cul-
-gholly, threc miles frae Pitchafs, where they ftayed fhort
while,
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+ while, fyne rofe up, leaving his wife behind him therey
‘and went away, but his wife returned to Pitchafs with a

' woe heart, as all the houfe had. Always they travelled
~in the night, in obfcure ways, crofling and recroffing burns

- %and waters, that Balnadallach fhould not fufpeét the ways,
“ “and he is chained by the arm of a firong limmar, and lock-
" %ed faft together, with his face muffled up fo much that he
fmight not fee. Thus they travelled; Balnadallach alleged
it was foul play under tryfting to have ufed him fo. James

- Grant anfwered, he had reafon, for two caufes ; 1{t, He
promifed to get him a remiffion before Lammas laft, whilk
awvas not done ; 2dly, He had dealt with the Clangregor to

- i«:@ his life; howeverthe matter was, James Grant brought
“Bim to Thomas Grant’s houfe, at Duadies, three miles frae
44 Elgin, 2nd in the highgate betwixt it and Spey here was
5 their lodging taken up, and the fhackles loofed frae Bal-
nadallach, wherewith ke was tormented, but had fiill a
{ftrong man upon ilk gardie, whether f{leeping or waking.
"And this night he was laid in the kiln-logie, having Leo-
nard Leflie, fon in law to Robert Grant, brother to the
faid James upon the one arm, and a ftrong limmar called
M¢Griman on the other. ThusBalnadallach fat night and
day, and lay between thir lymmers, not feeing daylight, nor
getting out to obey nature; this kiln was firft covered with
divets, and fyne ftraw, under which lay James Grant, and
the reft jult above Balnadsllach ; through want of zir he
* was like to perifh, not being nfed to fuch lodging. Upon
Yool-even James Grant goes fome gate of his owa, leaving
Balnadallach in the kiln-logie betwixt thir two lurdares,
and his brother Robert Grant with two other lymmars to
lie above the kiln-logie; the reft he took with himfelf.
Balnadallach knew nothing of this departure ; but lying
{ore tormented and opprefled with cold, hunger, and want
of the kindly air, want of fire, candles, and bed cloaths, in
the dead of wiater, whereby he is at the point of defpair.
Yet the Lord feeing him at this eftate, was merciful unto
lLim; for he perceiving quietnefs, fpeaks in Latin to Leo-
nard Leflie, lamenting his mifery, craving his help and af-
fiftance to win away, and promifed him rich rewards for his
pains. Now albeit this Leonard Leflic was {on-in-law to
Robert
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Robert Grant uncle to the killed Carron, whofe death
James Grant was now feeking to revenge, and that Balra-
dallach was fpecially entrufted to his keeping s neverthe-
lefs hoping for a reward, heé tells him in Latin where he
was, whilk Balnadajlach undetftood to be within three
miles of Elgin, three miles to Spey-fide, and three miles to
the Place of Innes, then thews him, that the morrow being
Sunday, and the 28th of December, he fhould feem to rax
himfelf and fhake loofe off his arm, while Leonard with
all his ftrength was to get his other arm out of M¢Grim-
mon’s grips, then haftily to get up and go to the door of the
kiln-logie, which he fhould behold. Balnadallach fol-
lowed hxs counfel, thook himfelf loofe, and wan the kiln-
logie door ; Leonard firft followed, and of fet purpofe
fell to ftay M<Grimmon from following after; Balnadal-
lach to the gate with all the {fpeed he could run 3 Leonard"
follows, and ftill is neareft him; M¢Grimmon gives the
cry, and Robert Grant and the reft gets up and follows s
Balnadallach wins by fpeed of foot to the town of Ur-
quhart, and Leonard with him; the reft durft not follow,
and went their way, fad and forrowful for their own fafety.
Thus after twenty days imprifonment in fuch an open part,
yet moft obfcure, Balnadallach miraculoufly efcapes by
God’s permiffion, and after-dinner in Urquhart, he goes
with his coat and trews all rent and worn, with Leonard
Leflie, to the Place of Innes, where the laird made him
very welcome ; he ftayed that night, and by the morn at
ten hours came to Elgin, where he ftayed till Sunday;
{yne departed, where T thall leave him till afterwards.

Ye heard before how the marquis was charged to com-
pear before the council, and finding himfelf aged and weak,
and unable to travel in the dead of the year, as ye havealfo
heard before, fends over John Gordon of Invermarkie,
Gordon of Glengarrack, Sir Adam Gordon of
Park, James Gordon of Letterfurie, James Gordon Bail-
lie of Strathboggie, and James Gordon Oftler of Turrie- -
foul, defiring them to obey the charge, which they had
gotten, and withal to prefent before the lords a teftimonial
procured by the marquis under the hands of three mini-
fters, declaring his inability to travel, whilk was repelled
becaufc that it was not upon their fouls and confcrmces,

and
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and in the mean time the haill gentlemen themfelves were
warded within the tolbooth of Edinburgh, and charges di-
rect to Thomas Crombie fheriff principal of Aberdeen, to
raife the country, and take the reft of thir broken men
who had not compeared, and to convoy them to the next
theriff, and fo furth frae fhire to fhire till they were brought
before the lords. 'The fheriff conveens about 200 horfe,
goes to Strathboggie, and through other fufpeéted places,
upon the 3oth of December, but could find none within
the fhire of Aberdeen, but underftoed they were within
the houfe of Rothemay, whilk is within the fhire of Banff,
which the fheriff wrote back to the council, fhewing alfo
his diligence ; the lords hereupon fend a commiffien to
George Baird fheriff principal of Banff, to go to the Place of
Rothemay, and through the haill fhire, and take and appre-
hend thir broken men in manner and to the effeét fore~
faid, which charge the fheriff obeys, and goes with about
200 men to the place of Rothemay, finds open gates,entered
the place, fearched the haill rooms, but. noman was there,
for they had fled about two hours before the fheriff’s com-
ing, whereupon he difbanded his men, and ilk one went to
his own houfe; but the fheriff'was no fooner gone, but they
came all back to Rothemay, and held houfc in wonted form.

Thomas Crombie was fheriff of Aberdeen, and Mr.
Alexander M¢<Kenzie fheriff of Invernefs for this year
1634, and in December the faid year, commiflions werg
fent down to the Laird of Drum to be fheriffof Aberdeen,
and 'Thomas Frafer of Strichen to be fheriff of Invernefs
for the year 1635. At Michaelmafs 1634, Patrick Lellie
is provoft of Aberdeen, and is fhortly by the king’s warrant
difcharged, and Sir Paul Menzies re-cleted in his place,
to Leflie’s great grief, whereof the like had been feldom feen
in Aberdeen, whilk was thought his own fault in feeking
a place that he fhould have been fought to, yet he laboured
io that he was thereafter made provoft.

About this time a pot of the water of Brechin called
Scuthefk, became fuddenly dry, and for a fhort {pace con-
tinued {o, but bolts up again, and turns to its own courfe;
which was thought to be an ominous token for Scotland,
as it {o fell out,

Anno
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Anno 16335.

About or in the month of Janumary there was feen in
Scotland, a great blazing ftar, reprefenting the fhape of a
crab or cancer, having long {praings fpreading from it. It
was feen in Elgin and in the country of Murray, and
thought by fome that this ftar, and the drying up of the
pet of Brechin, as is before noted, were prodigious figns of
great troubles in Scotland, which over truly came to pafs.

In this month of January Mr. John Spetfwood, arch-
bithop of Saint Andrews, was made high Chancellor of
Scotland, his fon being prefident of the college of juftice,
by the deceafe of Sir James Skeen a'little before. This
was thought ftrange, and marked by many, to fee a
bithop made a. chancellor, and his fon prefident, both at
one time, whilk bred great trouble, as after does appear.

Ye have before the marquis fending over his teftimonial,
whilk was rejeéted, and for his not compearance, both he
and the reft who did not compear were put to the horn,
and fuch as compeared were warded. The marquis takes
this to heart, and in a great ftorm upon the ninth of Ja-
nuary by chariot he comes frae Strathboggie to the Bog,
having in his company his noble lady, and two of Lord
Gordon’s children (whilk were left by their mother when
fhe went to France, to be brought up by their good dame)
with fundry friends, where he ftaid that night, Saturday
and Sunday all day; Monday he travels to the Newtoun
of Culfalmond, whilk was but eight miles, where he ftaid
that night; Tuefday he comes to Kintore, other eight
miles, where he ftaid while ¥Friday, and that day he came
to Cowie twelve miles ; Saturday he came to Fettercairn,
tourteen miles, where he was {tormftaid Sunday, Monday,
and Tuefday ; Wednefday he went to Brechin, fix miles ;
Thurfday he went to his own place of Melgyne, two miles
frae Brechin, where he is ftormftaid while the tenth of
February. But this gave no content to the lords of
council, and therefore they direéted an herald to charge
the marquis at his own dwelling-place of the Bog and
mercate crofs of Banff, head burgh of the fhire, to en-

Dz toy
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ter his perfon in ward within the caftle of Dumbritton, al-
beitthey certainly knew he was upon his journey, fcarce able
totravel, and ftormftaid alfo, yet fiich was the moyan that
Frendraught had at this time, that he brought the marquis
of Huntly to this extremity, do his beft, whilk was admired
of by many in this land. The fame herald charged the
lady Rothemay to render the haill keys of the place, whilk
the humbly obeyed, for then no Gordons were within, and
the herald tock the keys with him after he had locked up
the gates and doors, to deliver to the council, but he re-
turned co fooner fouth, but as foon the Gordons came
back again toRothemay, {trake up the gates and doors, and
dwelt therein nobly. DBut in the mean time letters of in~
tercommuning were proclaimed againft them, whereby, as
they were lawlefs, fo made friendlefs, and might not
bide together, therefore they parted the pelf among them,
clofed up the gates of Rothemay, and ilk man to do for
him{elf, and parted company upon the 23d of January.
All this time the marquis is ftorm{taid in Melgyne, old and
unhabile to travel, in fo great a ftorm, which began in Ja-
nuary, and continued to the fixth of March thereafter,
whereby few were able to travel, and many fbips perithed
on our coafts; rotwithftanding of all this, Frendraught
dealt fo by his moyan, that the lords direfted the forefaid
herald to go charge the marquis of Huntly (in refpect of his
difobedicace) to render the keys of his houfe wherein he
keeped his refidence, upon the pain of treafon; the mar-
quis reccived this charge while he was ftormftaid in Mel.
gyne, who willingly obeyed, and ferds word to his baillie
to deliver to the faid herald, how foon he came there, the
keys of Strathboggie and the Bog, whilk he received upon
the ninth of YFebruary, and fouth goes he, and prefents
them before the council. The marquis thought very un-
couthof this tharp and fevere dealing,and therefore without
fcar of the ftorm or peril of his life leaves Melgyne upon
the tenth or twelfth of February, and with his lady was
carried in a coach born upon long trees upon men’s arms,
becaufe raen might not travel in refpect of the great ftorm
and deepnefs of the way, and thus with his company comes

to Dundce, and fo forth to Edinburgh, upon the — da%
- 0
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of February. He compears before the council, and upomn:
his compearance he is releafed from the horn ; thereafter
the lords demand whether he was art or part, or on the
counfel, or hounder-out of thir gentlemen of the name of
Gordon, to do fuch open oppreflions and injuries as they
did daily? the marquis denied that he was privy to fuch
courfes, nor was it agreeable with his honour to revenge
his juft caufe upon killing of beafts, or burning of corns.
Then they urged him, as chief, to bring in thir lawlefs
people to the council ; he anfwered he was not Sheriff, nor
had-he authority ; that he was now became old, feeble,
and weak to bring in fuch people, defcended of a Rock by
themfelves, who were feeking revenge of their blood, nor
would be confulted nor ruled’ by him ; but if his fon were
in the country (who is now in France) he were more able’
for fuch bufinefs than he. The lords heard him, but faid
he fhould have commiflion to apprehend thir broken men,
or put them out of the kingdom, and not to receipt them
within his bounds, as alfo to report his diligence before
the {ixth of June next to the conncil. He was ordained
al{o to fet caution to Frendraught, that he, his men, te-
nants, and fervants, fhould be harmlefs and fkaithlefs in
their bodies, goods, and gear, of hxm, his men, tenants, and
fervants, and of thir broken men, is as far as he could ftop
or let, otherwife than by order of law and juftice, uader
the pain of an hundred theufand pounds ; as alfo to pay
to Frendraught {uch coft and fkaith as he fhould fuftain by
them frae the fixth day of April next to come, and i ail
time coming. This being done, the marquis got back his
keys, whilk he took with the burthen forefaid, "and could
not mend himfelf ; fuch and fo great was Frendraught’s
moyan againft him at this time; and ficlike Sir Adam
Gordon of Park, James Gordon of Letterfurie, and the
reft that were warded, as ye have heard before, were put
to liberty upon condition and caution that they fhoald
compear before the council upon the 17th day of June
thereafter : it is f2id the earl of Murray came kindly now
to the marquis, and did him all the favour he could, who
had not {poken together a certain time before. 'The mar-
quis writes home to his baillies, that none of his bounds
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fhould receipt any of thir broken men, whilk made them
highly offended ; fhot piftols at Rebert Gordon, baillie
of the Enzie-houfe, fyne went their way.

Upen the tenth of March the Clangregor took. one
Donald Cumming in Glenrinefs, who was with James
Grant at the {laughter of Patrick Ger, and in the fame
place where he was fhot, cruelly flew him with durks.
They alfo upon the 18th of March flew Findlay M¢Grim-
mon, a follower of Carroun’s, and who was the inftrument
of his death, for Carroun maintained him againft Balna-
dallach, as was faid, and he, well worthy of death as a
great lymmar, was thus cutoff. ‘Thir lawlefs M¢Gregors,
under colour of feecking James Grant, oppreft the country
up and down, forning and taking their meat, deflowering
virgins and men’s wives wherever they went.

The laird of Frendraunght is not fitting idle ; he purchafes
frae the council a commiffion diretted to George Baird of
Achmedden, theriff principal of Banf, to take the lady Ro-
themay and man the place, who did fo, and convoyed her
to the fheriff of Aberdeen, who convoyed her to the next
fhire, and fo frae fhire to fhire, while fhe was brought to
Edinburgh 3 the fheriff of Banfffet in the place twenty men
to keep the fame, who were fuftained upon the lady’s
charges. She is brought before the council and accufed
for reccipting thir broken men; fhe denied the fame, fay-
ing they took in her houfe per force, and caufed herfelf
and her bairns to dwell in the kiln-barn. Neverthelefs, in
the month of fhe is warded, and in July thercafter
fhe is removed from clofe ward, and got liberty to walk up
and down the town, upon fetting caution that the fhould
not go without the ports during the councill’s will.  Thus
is this doleful lady ufed, who had her hufband flain and
ion burnt.

About this time the lord Balmerinoch is put to the trial
of an affize, and convicted of certain capital points. The
judge continues his doom while he writes to the king, who
moft gracioufly remitted him his life, ordaining him to
be confined within fix miles of his dwelling of Balmeri-
noch during his lifetime 5 therefore he got full liberty, to
the king’s great grief for this his goodnefs.

The
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The M<Gregor opprefs the lands of Balveny, the laird
fends for a commiffion, and in April he fends out his eldefk
fon with a company, who chafed them and put them all
to flight, whilk the Clangregor forgot not, as ye fhall kear.

Ye heard of the marquis of Huntly ftaying in Edinburgh.
Upon the fixteenth of May, he and his lady with two oyes,
comes home to Strathboggie, upon the morn he holds a
court, and fends forth his fon Adam, and James Gordon
of Letterfurie to go feck and apprehend thir lawlefs men
of his name and their followers. Whereupon James Gor-
don called . the foldier, and John Gordon fon to Little-
miln, John Gordon of Drumdelchy and James Gordon fon
to Balarmy, fled, thipped at Cowfie over to Rofs, to Caith-
nefs, and frae that forth of the kingdom, fo ilk one of the
reft fled and left the country. This being done, the mar-
quis with his lady and the reft came upon the 17th of
June to the Bog. The laird of Frendraught biding ftill in
Ldinburgh frac November 1634 to this time, and hearing
cf the marquis” procedure, and that he had fet caution, re-
turns frae Edinburgh to his own houfe, in the month of
May, thinking to live more peaceably than before.

James Gordon of Letterfurie went to Edinburgh and
reported the marquis’ diligence anent thir broken men, and.
had overthe heads of fome lowns, whilk the marquis caufed
execute for their odious faunlts, whereof the lords thought

much good, and the faid James Gordon for himfelf offered
his perfon to enter in ward, conform to the laft a&; but
upon finding of new caution, he gat liberty to return home -

again : yet they refolved to have the marquis himfelf to = *

give account of his diligence before the council.
In the month of June there was feen in the river of Don .
a monfter having a head like to a great maftiff dog, and
hand, arms, and paps like a man, and the paps feemed to .
be white, it had hair on the head, and its hinder parts was «
feen fometimes above the water, whilk feemed clubbifh,
fhort legged and fhort footed, with a tail. This monfter+
was feen body-like {wimming above the water about ten
hours in the mornisg, and contnued all day vifible, fwim-
ming above and beneath the bridge, without any fear. The.
¢ town’s people of both Aberdeens came out in great multi-
tudes:
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~.tudes to fee this monfter ; fome threw ftones, fome fhot -
- -guns and piftols, and the falmon fithers rowed cobles with
+ nets to catch ity but allin vain. It never finked nor feared,
"‘but would duck under water, fnorting and bullering, ter-
“rible to the hearers. It remained two days, and was feent
“no more: but it appears this monfter came for no good
.token to noble Aberdeen, for fore was the famen opprefled
~with great troubles that fell in the land.
- Ye heard before that young Balnadallach miraculoufly
sefcaped out of the Kiln-logie; he refts not till he got a
:commiffion, and takes Thomas Grant, goodman at the
= kiln-logie, Grant his fon, Patrick Anderfon in El-
< chies, with two other fellows, who were the ordinary re-
«ceptors of James Grant forefaid, and upon the 3d of July
~brought them to Elgin, prefented them to the fheriff de-
b ‘.pute, who received and warded them in the tolbooth there-
of 5 two of thir lymmars wan away by the working out
.an hole under the door threfhold, and the other three
were convoyed to the fheriff of Banff, and fo frae fhire to
fhire till they were brought to Edinburgh, where Thomas
~Grant was hanged for receipting of James Grant, and not
? revealing to Balnadallach’s friends where he was. ' The
~ other two were banifhed Scotland for ever.
. Upon the 15th dayof July, the marquis (having gotten
_ charges to thew his diligence) takes journey frae Strath-
~ ‘boggie to Edinburgh by chariot, declares his diligence as
“he was obliged, by virtue of the laft at. The lords are
. “well pleafed therewith, he is ordained to fet new caution
“ for keeping the king’s peacc under the pain aforefaid, whilk
bemg done, he returns frae Edinburgh to his own place of
" iMelgyne, and there difpones the fame to Maul of
** Byth; the marquis had conqueft thir lands himfelf before,
Jand now by reafon of thir troubles, fells the fame again.
- Frae Melgyne he comes to the Bog, upon the 25th of Au-
- guft, well thought of by the council for putting the broken
- men out of the country ; he agreed alfo with Balnadallach
: "m Edinburgh, at the earl of Murray’s defire.
.5, Ye heard before how the Clangregor were chafed by
the young laird of Balveny, for the which they came to the
w \town and lands of Avaigh pertaining to him, and violently
. took
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took and carried away from three poor tenants, occupiers
thereof, their haill horfe, nolt, fheep, kine, and other goods,
and fuch beafts as would not drive, they cruelly killed and
left them behind lying on the ground, whilk Balveny could
never get repaired.

Ye heard before how captain Gordon; and the reft of the
broken men were put out of the country by the marquis.
"This captain Adam thought heavy, to be banithed his own
country, refolved to come home, reveal the truth, and do
for himfelf ; like as he comes to Edinburgh in the month of
September, and upon his revelations he gets an ample re-
miflion for himfelf for all bygones, and with great diligence
pafled through the feals ; likeas in O¢tober, his peace was
proclaimed at the mercat crofs of Edinburgh, Aberdeen,
Banff, and Elgin of Murray, and was well entertained in
the clerk regifter’s own houfe in Edinburgh. This halty
purchafed peace was admired at by many, thinking furely
he had revealed fuch as he knew of the inftigators of thir
tronbles, as it was trueindeed.

‘Whereupon followed, that the marquis of Huntly was
charged upon the fecond day of November by an herald to
compear before the council the firft day of December,
and to produce James Gordon of Letterfurie, James
Gordon baillie of Strathboggic, John Gordon of Arde-
lath, Gordon of Cairnburrow ; John Gordon of In-
vermarkie, John Gorden alias Swankie, and John Lich-
tonn, his domeftic fervants, and diverfe others, as alleged
hounders-out of the broken men to do the injuries for-
merly fet down ; and ficlike charges are given to the haill
barons and gentlemen of the name of Gordon within the
fheriffdoms of Aberdeen, Banff, and Murray, to compear
the forefaid day before the council, to the effet that they
with the marquis fhould fet caution, for the keeping of the
king’s peace; this Frendraught wrought alfo, for his better
fecurity, and as was faid, the lord Gordon being in France,
was charged in threefcore days to fet caution in like man-
ner, and upon the back of this followed other charges
againft the marquis, that he thould compear the day fore-.
faid before the council, and anlwer for the alleged recept="

ing
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ting, fupplying, and intercommuning with the broken men
after the publication of the letters thereof. Thefe charges
coming fo thick upon the marquis, flill by moyan of the
laird of Frendraught,. he fet himfelf.to obey, and in the
dead of the year, cold, tempeftuous, and ftormy weather,
he and his lady by chariot went to Edinburgh, compeared
before the council, with James Gordon of Letterfurie,
and John Gordon called Swankie, his page, for no more
compeared at this day of all the reft. The marquis was
there confronted face to face with captain Adam Gordon,
anent the wrongs done to Frendraught. Howfoever the
matter was, the marquis came difcontented frae the coun-
cil-houfe ; the chancellor had him to dinner, and after they
had dined, the chancellor in his own houfe, commanded
him to enter his perfon in ward within the caftle of Edin-
burgh, together with the faid James Gordon and John Gor- .
don, and keptin clofe prifon, not feeing daylight, but ferv-
ed with candle light. The lords refufed to let the lady
marchionefs go to the caftle with her hufband, unlefs fhe
would ward alfo, and with great intreaty had the favour to
Yool with him, but to ftay no longer. The marquis’ page
got liberty to go out of the tolbooth and bide befide his
mafter in the caftle, but Letterfurie ftaid 14 days in clofe
ward, to his great grief, but at laft he was removed to

. another chamber, where he had daylight and open win~-

dows. 'The laird of Frendraught rode from Kinnardie,
and keeped the council day. Donald Farquharfon being

. charged with the reft, and having fet caution under the pain

of 1000 pound, fled, but his brother who was cautioner

+* was warded, and paid his fine before he wan his liberty.

Sir Alexander Irvine of Drum, and Thomas Frafer of

* Strichen were continued theriffs of Aberdeen and Inver-

nefs for another year. %
Patrick Forbes of Corfe, bithop of Aberdecn, departed

* this life in his own palace upon the 28th of March, in the

. - year of God 1638, and was buried in bithop Gavin Dum-

.

1_ Grant’s men ; he purchafed alfo a commiflion againft him-

{F
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bar’s ifle.
Ye heard before how Balnadallach took fome of James

felf,
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felf, and his followers, who in December flew a man called
M-¢Bean, fervitor to the faid James, with another innocent
man in his company, which the faid James beheld patiently,
and lay quiet while he brake out, as ye fhall hear.

B e = B

Anno 1638.

Ye heard before how Sir Paul Menzies was chofen pro-
voft of Aberdeen in place of the depofed Patrick Leflie; it
was thought the lords of the council were not well con-
tent ; however, according to the form there was no elec-
tion made at Michaelmas, but there was a leet fent to the
council by the council of Aberdeen, out of whilk Mr.
Alexander Jaffray was chofen provoft of Aberdeen for a
year, in January this year. Many thought little both of
the man and the eleétion, not being of the old blood of the
town, but the oy of a baxter, and therefore was fet down
in the provoft’s defk to fermon with a baken pye before
him. This was done feveral times, but he mifkenned all,
and never quarrelled the famen.

Upon the 11th of February the dollars at 58s. the piece
were cried down at the mercat crofs of Edinburgh to 56s.

In February there was brought to Edinburgh eight of
Gilderoy’s followers, who were notorious lymmars, and
did great oppreflions in the lands of Corfe, Craigievar, and
divers other parts in the country, under pretext of feeking
of James Grant for killing of Patrick Ger. 'The lymmars
were taken by the Stenarts of Athol, by perfuafion and
advice of the laird of Craigievar and Corfe, whereof there
were feven hanged -altogether at the Crofs of Edinburgh,
and their heads cut off; and fet up in exemplary places;
the eighth man got his life, becaufe it was proven he was
drawn to this fervice againft his will. Gilderoy, feeing
thefe his men taken and hanged, went and burnt up fome
of the Steuarts houfes in Athol, in recompence of this in-
jury.
All this while James Grant lies quiet fince Balnadallack’s
elcape out of the kiln-logie ; at laft upox the 5th of April,

' I : he
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he fought Thomas Grant, brother to Patrick Grant of Cul-
quhcche, friends to Balnadallach, and mifling the faid
Thomas at his dwelling-houfe, he killéd 16 head of his
nolt under night : thereafter they found the faid Thomas
Grant with his baftard brother, lying in their naked beds
in a friend’s houfe near by, whom the faid James com-
manded to rife, fyne took them out of the houfe, and
cruelly flew them both. It was faid Thomas Grant had
gotten money from the earl of Murray, to feek out
the faid James, and. take his life, for the whilk it coft
him his life, as faid is. = After the doing of this wicked
deed, the faid James Grant came with four and him-
{elf, to the ground of Strathboggie upon the tenth of
April, and by chance came to the hangman’s houfe, and
craved fome meat, but he knew not what houfe it was;
the hangman not knowing what they were, was feared,
and fuddenly went and told James Gordon baillie of
. Strathboggie, that fome broken men were come to his
houfe, whereupon he raifes men on horfe and foot, well
armed, and furrounds the houfe. James Grant keeps the
door, and fhoots Adam Rhind dead, who came foremoft to
the door. The baillie feeing him fall, bides back and goes
to counfel, whilk the faid James efpying, fails to and tirrs
the houfe, and himfelf and his men ftood within the walls
thereof, and how foon the baillie began to purfue the houfe
again, they fhot at them with hagbuts, fo thick that none
durlt come within fhot of hagbut; however the baillie
rides about the houfe and his company, where one called
Anderfon was fhot dead, and another fore hurt, whilk the
baillie perceiving, refolved he could not keep this little
honfe long, it being now about three afternoon, but of
neceffity come foon out, and therefore would bide his out-
coming, but frae the night fell, James Grant with his
brother wan clear away, for all the multitude of people
was waiting upon him about the houfe; but his baftard
fon and other two with him were taken and had to Edin-
burgh, and there hanged.

Ye heard before how the marquis was warded; he makes
moyan to be removed out of the caftle of Edinburgh, to
remain in his lady’s lodging in the Canongate, and to Pa{;

an
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and repafs about the fame, within two miles, during the
king’s pleafure. Letterfurie was likewife fet at liberty
upon finding of caution to compear before the lords upon
the next citation, and Swankie the marquis’ page came out
with himfelf frae the caftle, whilk was done in March.

In the month of June thereafter the lord Traquair
came down frae the court, high treafurer of Scotland: he
brought alfo a letter frae the king to the council, com-
mending. them for adminiftration of juftice; he willed
them to fet the marquis, his page, and Letterfurie at li-
berty, fince he underftood them to be innocent, albeit
Frendraught had gotten wrong, and to take caution of
Letterfurie to compear upon the next <itations, and that
the council would fee all controverfies {ubmitted, betwixt
the marquis and Frendraught, to certain friends, and in
cafe of variance among them, the king to ele& out of the
fame friends fo many as pleafed him for fettling of all mat-_
ters. The council at the king’s command fet them at li-
berty, and labours to get all matters fubmitted, whilk the
marquis would never hear of, but difdained the fame fim- °
pliciter ; however Frendraught croffed the marquis every
way mightily, and as was faid obtained a decreet againft
him for 200,000 merks, for the fkaith he had fuftained in
thir troubles, and another decreet for 100,000 ponnds for
{poilziation of the lands ef Dumblate and parifh thereof,
like as the lords decerned him to give Frendranght a new
tack of the faid teinds, wherewith his fon the lord Gordon
was charged, as afterwards does appear.

The marquis finding himfelf become weaker and weaker,
defired to be at home, and upon the of June was car-
ried from his lodging in the Canongate, in a wand bed
within his chariot (his lady ftill with hidl) to Dandee, and
is lodged in Robert Murray’s houfe in the town; but now
his hour is come ; further he might not go; his ficknefs
increafes more and more ; he declares his mind to his lady
and fuch friends as he had, then recommends his foul to
God, and upon the thirteenth of June departed this life a
Roman Catholic, being about the age of threefcore and
fourteen years, to the great grief of his friends and lady,
who had lived with him many years both in profperity and -
adverfity.

E This
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This marquis was of a great fpirit, for in time of trouble
he was of invincible courage, and boldly bare down all
his enemies ; he was never inclined to war himfelf, but by
the pride and influence of his kin, was divers times drawn
into troubles, whilk he did bear through valiantly. He
loved not to be in the law contending againft any man, but
loved reft and quietnefs: with all his heart, and in time of
peace he lived moderately and temperately in his diet, and
tully fet to building and planting of all curious devices: a
good neighbour in his marches, difpofed rather to give than
take a foot of ground wrongoufly : he was heard to fay he
never drew fword in his own quarrel; in his youth a pro-
digal {pender ; in his old age more wife and worldly, yet
never counted for coft in matters of credit and honour; 2
great houfeholder ; a terror to his enemies, whom he ever
with his prideful kin held under fubjection and obedience ;

-juft in all his bargains, and never heard for his true debt ;
he was mightily envied by the Kirk for his religion, and by
others for his greatnefs, and had thereby much trouble :
his mafter king James loved him dearly, and he was a good
and loyal fubjeét unto him during the king’s lifetime, but
now at laft in his latterdays, by means of Frendraught, he
is fo perfecuted by the laws, (which he ay fiudied to hold
in due reverence,) that he is compelled to travel without
pity fo often to Edinburgh, and now end his days out of
his own houfe, without trial of the fire of Frendraught,
whilk doubtlefs was an help to his death; the lord Gor-
don his eldeft {fon, with his lady and two fons, and his
daughter lady Ann, being at this time in France.

The marquis’ friends conveen in mourning weed, and
upon the 25th of June lift his corps frae Dundee, his
cheft covered with a black taffeta, and in a horfe litter is
brought to the chapel of Strathboggie, his lady ftill with
the corps till he was brought there; fyne with a woeful
heart the went to the Bog. d

Frendraught hearing of the marquis’ death, incontinent
charges Letterfurie to compear before the juftice the 29th
of July; the gentleman rode over before the day, meaned
himfelf to the lords of council, who continued the diet, and
ordained the juftice to take caution for his compearance

upon
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upon 1§ days citation. Thus Letterforie returned home
fafe and found.

Upon Friday the 26th of Auguft fome friends lifted the
marquis’ corpfe upon a litter frae the chapel of Strath-
boggie to the kirk of Belly, and upon the morn at nightis
likewife carried therefrac to his own lodging in Elgin,
where they were kept, and upon the 3oth day of Auguft
his corps.were lifted therefrae, having above the coffin a
rich mortcloth of black velvet, whereon was wrought two
white croffes : he had torch lights in great number carried
by friends and gentlemen ; the marquis’ fon Adam was at
his head, the earl of Murray on the right fpaik, the earl of
Seaforth on the left, the earl of Sutherland on the third,
and f{ir Robert Gordon on the fourth fpaik. RBefides thir
nobles, many barons and gentlemen was there, having above
three hundred lighted torches. Heis carried to the eaft
kirk ftile of the college kirk, in at the fouth kirk door, buri-
ed in his own ifle with much mourningand lamentation; the
like form of burial with torch light was feldom feen here
before.

Gilderoy and five other Lymmars were taken and had to
Edinburgh, and all hanged upon the day. of July.

Upon the 23d of June Alexander Dumbar of Kilbyack
and his accomplices flew Robert and Ninian Dumbars, and
hurt James Dunbar, all three brethren in Forres, and wan
away without reparation. It is faid that their fifter with a
timber ftoup flew ane called Mercer, wife to Alexander
Dumbar of Braks, who was at the {laughter of her bre-
thren, and fhe and they were all buried together in the
kirk of Alves. Thir flain gentlemen were {ons to Um-
quhile Alexander Dumbar of Hemprigs, and all friends to-
gether.

Upon the 16th day of September the rix dollars were
cried down in Edinburgh frae 56s. to g4s. and the dog
dollars frae 46s. to 44s. but are cried vp again in anno
1645.

Upon the 17th of September John Rofs for a light
caufe murdered a chapman called David Leg upon the
Stane Crofs-hill at Elgin : he was taken and headed, and his
right hand fet upon a ftob in the fame place where he was

B2 {lain..
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flain. It is faid that how foon captain Adam Gordon
heard of the marquis’ death, he went out of the kingdom.

At Michaelmas, Sir Alexander Irvine of Drum continu-
ed fheriff principal of Aberdeen for a year, and Mr. Wil-
liam Davidfon purchafed a commiffion frae the council to
be theriff depute during his lifetime, and the court fenced
in his name with the principal fheriffs thereof; the like
was never feen here. Thomas Frafer of Strichen con-
tinued fheriff of Invernefs for a year.

In O¢tober, George the now marquis of Huntly, his
lady, two fons, and lady Ann, and their fervants, frae
France came to England, and therefrae to Scotland ; they
left behind them two children, and upon the 23d of June
1637 came to Strathboggie. i

In the month of December 1636, William earl of Errol
departed this life in the Place of Errol, and his lady fhortly
followed, leaving an only child called Gilbert, with a
diftrefled eftate. 3

Anno 1637.

Upon the 13th of March, Alexander Gordon of Dun-
kintie rafhly flew by a fhot Oliver Spence, without any juft
caufe; he difpofed of his eftate, and paffed out of the
kingdom.

Upon the day of Aprilthe laird of Grant, warded
in Edinburgh for not following the Clangregor, is there-
after put to liberty, and upon the forefaid day departed this
life in Edinburgh in his own lodging.

Upon the 1gth of July the earl of Murray came from
Darnway to the Beg, and welcomed home his good bro-
ther (then in the Bog) his lady and bairns from France;
they were blyth and merry that night with the old lady
marchionefs, and upon the morn the earl took his leave
and returned home to Darnway.

Ye have before heard of our parliament. Some of our
nobles, it is true, fuch as the earl of Rothes, the earl of

Caffilis, the earl of Glencairn, the earl of Traquair, thg
lor
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lord Loudoun, the lord Lindfay, the lord Balmerinoch,
the lord Couper, the lord Lorne, not without advice of the.
marquis of Hamilton and divers others, took offence at
his majefty’s zealous and godly government of this land,
both in church and policy : and firft they call to mind thc
great danger lord Balmerinoch was of his life, fought
earneftly by the bithops, after he ‘was convicted for his
treafonable writings, although the king gracioufly remitted
him ; yet this part touching the bifhops could they not for-
get, fearing they were counfelling the king to draw in the
kirk lands to the crown, and to make up abbots and priors
again, to the ftrengthning of the king and overthrow of the
nobility, who had the moft part of their living off kirk
lands.  2d, They had great fear, who were lords of erec-
tions, at his majefty’s general revocation in his firft par-
liament, ordinary for kings to do frae time to time, al-
beit they received no prejudice thereby. = 3dly, For:
granting in the fame parliament a commiffion of fur-
renders of fuperiorities and teinds, granted for helping
of the miniftry, and relief of the laity living under the bon-
dage of the lords of eretions or laick patrons; of this act
of parliament they were under great fear, albeit his ma-
jefty’s intention was fingularly good and much to be praif-
ed. 4thly, It pleafed his majefty, for his own reafons, not
to confer honours upon fome perfons who craved the
fame, fiuch as a baron to be made a lord, and a lord a carl,
or fome to be made knights, whereat there was much
grudging in their hearts, and ftrife to clip his majefty’s
wings in royal government both in ftate and kirk, and fo
craftily and quietly they try the hearts of the nobles, ba-
rons, church and gentry of England, how they were fet,
and found them of the fame humour that themfelves were
of, at the leaft a great number of all eftates.

Whereupon followed a clandeftine band drawn up,
and fubfcribed fecretly betwixt the malcontents, or ra-
ther malignants, of Scotland and England; that each.
one fhould concur and affift others while they got their
wills both in church and policy, and {5 to bring both king-
doms under one reformed religion, and to that effect to
root out the bifhops of both kingdoms, whereby his ma~

L3 jelty
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jelty thould loofe one of his three eftates, and likewife that

they fhould draw the king to difpenfe with divers points of
his royal prerogative, in fuch degree as he fhould not have

arbitrary government, as all his predeceflors ever had,

conform to the eftablithed laws of both kingdoms.

The king and bifhops are flill ignorant of this treafon-
able plot, and goes on; the prelates getting their wills
frae the king backed by his authority, by means of the arch-
bifhop of Canterbury, who was oft with the king, ftoutly
refolving, what the king did command none durit difobey ;
but herein were they mightily deceived, as hereafter does
appear. 'The clandefline band thus paft, our nobles lying
quiet while they fand occafion to break the ice, and begin
the bargain, as was concluded. Now it fell out at the pa-
rith kirk of within the diocefe of Galloway, the
communion was given, on a Sunday, to the people on their
knees, where" Gordon, one of the tutors to the vif~
count of Kenmure, fometime laird of Lochinvar, happen-
ed to be, and baldly cried out, it was plain idolatry to take
the communion kneeling (fet on of purpofe by the lord of
Lorne, another of the vifcount’s tutors, as was faid) the mi-
nifter and people were aftonifhed at this {peech. How-
ever the bifthop of Galloway, named Mr. Thomas Sydferf,
by virtue of the book of canons, caufed take the gentleman,
put him to trial, and for his fault wards and confines him
within the burgh of Montrofe by the fpace of fix weeks.
At laft the lord Lorne fettled the matter, and caufed offer
the bithop sco merks of fine, not looking that he fhould
take up the fame; but the bifhop without ceremony took
the money, whereat the lord of Lorne took offence, and
thercafter being both fitting at the council, they fell in
fome words about the uptaking of the fine, where the bi-
fhop in plain terms gave him the lie. Lorne faid this lie
was given to the lords, not to him, and beheld him; but
this made the matter worle and worfe, and was the begin-
ning of their overthrow plotted before ; the lords of council
were highly offended at the bithop’s mifcarriage in their
prefence alfo.. ‘

The lord of Lorne conveens the forefaid earls of Rothes,
Caffilis, Glencairn, with the earl of Traquair, a great ene-

my
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my to the bifhops, the lords Lindfay, Loudoun, Balme-
rinoch, Couper, and divers others, of whom the marquis

of Hamilton was one, together with a menzie of mifcon-.
tented puritans, of whom Mr. Alexander Henderfon mini-
fter at Leuchars, Mr. David Dickfon minifter at Irvine, and
Mr. Andrew Cant minifter at Pitfligo, were the ringlead-
ers. They had a privy meeting, and begin to regret their
dangerous eftate with the pride and avarice of the prelates,
feeking to over-rule the haill kingdom ; for the archbifhop
of Saint Andrews was high chancellor of Scotland, his
fon prefident of the college of juftice ; that the reft of the
bifhops were lords of the council, lords of exchequer,
lords of high commiffion, and now lately procuring the
book of canons that the bithop fhould be judge in his
own diocefe ; befides all this, their inbringing of innova-
tions within the church, fuch as rochets worn by prelates
in time of fervice at divers churches, the book of ordina-
tion, the book of common prayer, already put in praétice in
divers countries, and book of canons; without confent of
a general affembly all this is wrought ; attour, they are ‘of
intolerable’ greedinefs, fecking to reduce noblemen’s rights,
upon {light reafons, with a number of fuch faults, laying
the blame hereof altogether upon the king, for giving them
fuch way; and after much refolving they conclude to feea
reformation fhortly, and to that effec draws in a great
number of the nobility quietly to their opinion, and only
waited a time to begin, as was concluded in the clandeftine

band, whilk fhortly fell out thus : LN
Upon Sunday the day of July, Doétor Hanna be-
gan to read the book of common prayer in Saint Giles’
kirk of Edinburgh 5 the nobles being for feeing of the no-
velty, never heard before fince the reformation, devife a
number of rafcally ferving-women to throw ftones at the
reader, and perturb the kirk, whilk they did vehemently.
The magiftrates being in the church, (no doubt upon the
counfel of this difordcr) commanded their officers to hurl
thir rafcals to the kirk door and lock them out, but then
they became more furious and mad, (as they were directed)
crying and fhouting, faying, Popery was now brought in
amongft them ; dang at the doors and brake the glafs win-
dows
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dows with ftones, with fuch noife that there wasno more
reading ; the bifhop of Edinburgh, called Mr. David Lind-
fay, coming to preach, hearing of this tumult, came never-.
thelefs to preach in Saint Giles’ kirk, and did preach there
without inquietation. Sermon ended, and he going out of
the kirk door, thir rafcall women cryed out again{t bithops,
ready to {tone him to the death; he being a corpulent
man, was haftily put into the earl of Roxburgh’s coach,
ftanding hard befide, and was carried to his lodging ; the
fame raicals ftill following him, and throwing ftones at the
coach, fo that he efcaped narrowly with his life : the like
perturbation the famen Sunday was at the Gray Friar Kirk.
Here you may fee they began at religion as the ground of
their quarrel, whereas their intention was only bent againft
the king’s majefty and his royal prerogative ; and conform
to the clandeftine band, begins the diforder in Scotland.
"The provoft and baillies of Edinburgh, to fhew their dili-
gence, upon the morrow caufes ward fome of thir wo-
men, and by proclamation forbids the like perturbations,
but no more punithment followed, albeit his majefty wrote
down to the magiftrates for the trying of the women who
was the authors, and to punith them condignly, but they
were fet to liberty. After this Sunday’s work the haiil
kirk doors in Edinburgh were locked, and no more preach-
ing heard; the zealous partizans flocked ilk Sunday to hear
devotion in Fife, {yne returned to their houfes, while they
got preaching at home. Then they fend a covenant through
the country. The council then fitting in Edinburgh, re-
move down to the abbey in refpet of thir troubles, and
wrote up all-that was done here to his majefty.

'The lady Rothemay warded, as ye have before, by the
Jaird of Frendraught, is at now fet at liberty, and comes
home to her place.

Ar. Andrew Ramfay and Mr. Henry Rollock, minifters
in Edinburgh, were accufed for not buying and ufing the
Common Prayer Books at the king’s command. They
anfwer, it was contrary to the orders of their kirk and their
own confciences, and fo would net ufe them. Followed
another council day, where there conveened about 100
minifters, well backed with thir nobles and gentlemen

who
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who refufed the ufing the fervice books, as contrary to the
conftitution of the kirk and worthip of God, whereupon
they offered public difputation, and fo departed.

Upon the firft Tuefday of Oétober, the provincial fynod
fat down in Murray ; the bithop of Murray defired the mi-
niftry to buy and ufe the fervice book, conform to the
king’s command, as ail the reft of the bifhops had done;
fo fome bought, fome took to be advifed, and fome re-
fufed. The bithops had caufed imprint thir books, and
payed for the famen, and fhould have gotten frae each mi-
nifter four pounds for the piece.

At Michaelmas Sir John Hay, lord regifter, upon the
king’s warrant was chofen provoft of Edinburgh in place
of David Aikenhead lately deceafed ; the king thereafter
writes down a letter to him, and the baillies and council of
Edinburgh, to embrace the fervice books ; but he har-
rowly efcaped” with his life, and was forced to go and
dwell in Leith.

Sir Alexander Irvine of Drum continued fheriff princi-
pal of Aberdeen for a year, and Sir John M<Kenzie of
Tarbet was (hériff of Tnvernefs.

The king hearing of the diforders in Edinbnrgh, fends
down charges in O&ober, commanding the lords of coun-
cil forthwith to remove out of Edinburgh, and to fit down
in Linlithgow the firit of November for holdingfefliontothe
king’s lieges, whilk was not done, to the hindering of juf-
tice, yet a council day was kept in Linlithgow in Novem-
ber, {yne returned to Holyroodhoufe.

Upon the 3d of October in the afternoon there fell out
in Murray a great rain, dinging on night and day without
clearing up while the 13th of Otober ; waters and burns
flowed over bank and brae, corn mills and mill houfes
wafthen down, houfes, kilns, cotts, folds wherein beafts
were kept, all deftroyed, the corns well ftacked began to
moach and rot till they were caften over again ; lament-
able to fee, and whereof the like was never feen before ;
doubtlefs a prognoftick of great troubles within this land.

About this time there were four fhips, lying within the
harbour of Aberdeen, in onc of which fhips major Ker and
captain Lumfiden had a number of foldiers, but through a

great
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great fpeat of the water of Dee, occafioned by the extraor~
dinary rain, thir haill four (hips brake loofe, for neither tow
nor anchor could hold them, and were driven out at the
water-mouth by violence of the fpeat, and by a fouth eaft
wind were driven to the north fhore, where they ftruck leaks
upon the fands. The foldiers fleeping carelefsly in the
bottom of the fhip upon heather, were all a-fwim, through
the water that came in at the holes and leaks of the fhip,
to their great amazement. Then they got up with horrible
crying, fome efcaped, others pitifully perithed and drown-
ed. About the number of fourfcore and twelve foldiers
were wanting, drowned, or got away. This rain to con-
tinue fo long together, the like was never feen in our age,
and came for no good token.

In this month of O&ober John Toafch, fervitor to the
laird of Frendraught, as ye have heard before, willingly
came to the marquis and revealed what he knew of the
fire of Frendraught, whereof he took notice, keeped him
and gave him 12s. daily to fuftain himfelf upon in the
oftler’s befide the place.

Ye heard before about removing the council to Linlith-
gow. Thelords held a council day, fyne returned back to
the abbey, and held another council day for breaking up a
packet fent them by the king. But fcarcely were they well
fet down, when there came multitudes of puritans, mini-
fters, gentry, and commons ; the councilis offended, fends
out a macer to charge them to depart, but they proudly
difobeyed, whereupon the council left the packet unbroken
up, and went home to their houfes, and likewife the mi-
nifters and others at their removing alfo.

In this month of November Walter Whitefoord, bithop
of Brechin, upon a Sunday, within the kirk of Brechin,
ufing his Englith fervice, as he had often done before with-
out impediment in that kirk, the people got up ina mad hu-
mour, detefting this fort of worfhip, and purfued him fo
fharply, that hardly he efcaped out of their hands unflain,
and forced for fafety of his life to leave his bifhoprick, and
flee the kingdom.  * .

Upon the 4th of December on the night there rofe an
Ligh wind, which blew down the couples ftanding on the

college
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college kirk of Elgin, whilk had endured many winds be-
fore, and never fell till now.

The ear] of Roxburgh, lord privy feal, came down frae
the king with command to the council, to conveen and fit

“down at Linlithgow upon the 7th day of December next,

whilk they did, and there brake up the king’s packet,
whilk was left udbroken up the laft council day in the
abbey.

About this time Alexander Dumbar of Kilbyack and his
complices returned home to Murray with an refpite for the
flaughter of Robert and Ninian Dumbars, where they
dwelt peaceably.

It was reported that the laird of Frendraught about this
time caufed charge the marquis of Huntly, to fet law
furety, and alfo charged the faid John Toafch to compear
before the council.

A proclamation at the Crofs of Edinburgh, declaring it
was not his majefty’s mind to bring in any alteration in
religion. The earl of Perth being warded in his own
houfe fince November 1633, for {feeking himfelf to be
ferved heir to the earldom of Strathern, is now remitted
and reftored to his honours and dignities, contrary to the
expetation of many.

In the month of December Mr. Andrew Ramfay and
Mr. Henry Rollock, entered again to preach in Edinburgh,
to whom flocked many auditors, becaufe they had not
preached fince the beginning of thir troubles. -

Upon St. Stephen’s day, the 26th of December (through
great innudation of water) a bar or great bed of fand
was wrought up and caften oyerthwart the mouth of the
siver Dee, mixed with marle-clay and ftones ; this fearful
bar fo ftopped the harbour mouth, that no fhip could go
out or come in thereat, and at low water a man might
have pafled on the bed dry-footed from the north-thore to
the bulwark. It amazed the haill people of Aberdeen,
burgh, and land; they fell to with fafting, praying,
mourning, weeping all day and night; then they went out
with fpades and fhovels in great numbers, young and
.old, to caft down this fearful bar, but all in vain; for as
faft as they threw down at low water, it gathered again

at
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at full fea. Then the people gave it over, and became
heartlefs, thinking our fea trade and - falmon fithing was
like to be gone, and noble Aberdeen brought to deftruc-
tion, and haftily advertifed the haill coaft-fide fouth and
north, with this accident, that none of their fhips thould
approach this harbour; but while they are at the pain of
defpair, the Lord of his great mercy removed, clean away
this bar, and the water did keep its own courfe as before,
to the great joy of the people of Aberdeen, and comfort of
the people round about ; but this bar came not for nought,
but was a token of great troubles to fall upon both Aber-
deens. Anditis to be remarked, thatas there was fearful
figns"by water, fo there was many morftrous high winds
all this year ; no good teken more than the reft.

The king commanded the feffion to fit down at Stirling
(fecing they could not be well ufed at Linlithgow) for ad-
miniftration of juftice, but little done. ;

The fheriffs of Aberdeen and Invernefs, viz. the laird of
Drum and Sir John M<Kenzie of Tarbet, only get their
commiffions in this month of December, and not till
then. ¢

e TP
Anno 1638.

In the beginning of February, and not till then, the fef-
fion fits down at Stirling at the king’s command in this
year 1638, butlittle or nothing done.

Upon the 1gth of February a proclamation was made
at the crofs of Stirling, making mention, that the king, out
of zeal for maintenance of religion, and bearing down of
{uperftition, had compiled a book of common prayer for
the general ufe of his fubjetts, and a book of canons for
the churchmen, wherein he had taken great pains. Yet
fome of his {ubjeéts, out of a prepofterous zeal, withftand
the receiving of thir books, and has their conventions and
mectings thereanent contrary to authority, and therefore
his majefty by faid proclamation difcharged all fuch con-
ventions, under the pain of treafon.  But the carl of Humg

i an
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and lord Lindfay, for themfelves, and in nane of the no-
bility, miniftry, gentry, burgefles and commons, and at the
faid mercat crofs, after reading of faid proclamation,
protefted openly, that the famen fhould not draw them
under the compafs of law, feeing they came there to main-
tain the true religion as it is eftablifhed, and to oppofe
popery, whereupon they took inftrument in the hands of
two notars, brought there for the purpofe ; but within the
fpace of two hours there came to Stirling of noblemen,
commiffionery, minifters, and gentry, about 1600 men,
whereof fome went to the council prefently, fitting in the
town, defiring them to mitigate the hardnefs of the procla-
mation, whereunto they anfwered, if thir people were re-
moved out of the town and diffolved, there fhould be no
more heard of this proclamation ; whereupon they diffolve
that famen night. The council feeing them removed, con--
veen that fame afternoon, viz. the chancellor, the treafurer,
the lord privy feal, the earl of Wintoun, the lord Angus,
the lord Down, the lord Elphinfton, the lord regifter, the
lord juftice, the treafurer depute,the king’s advocate, the bi-
thops of Galloway and Brechin ; and there all in one voice,
contrary to their promife, ratified and approved the king’s
proclamation before exprefled, and fubfcribed their ratifica~
tion with their own hands, except only the king’s advocate,
who refufed to fubfcribe the fame, faying, they underftood
not well what they were doing, to declare the nobility and
body of the common people traitots in fuch a troublefome
time. Now while the council is at this bufinefs, the car}
of Rothes having quietly ftayed behind the reft in the
town, and hearing fomewhat of the council’s proceedings,
he and others that were with him chofe Arthur Erfkine,
fon to the earl of Mar, and Murray of Polmaife, to
go to the council, and make a declinator againft the bifhops,
faying they fhould not be judges in the common caufe,
whilk they did, and craved an’act upon their declinator
under the clerk’s hand, whilk was refufed; and there-
fore they took inftrument in the hands of two notars hard
befide, and brought it with them.

Upon the morrow being the 21ft of February, the

crofs ‘of Edinburgh was covered in ftate; where the fore-
F faid
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faid proclamation was alfo proclaimed, but fome noblemen
and commiffioners for the miniftry being conveened in mul-
titudes, protefted againit this proclamation as before, and
took inftrument in the hands of three notars. Thereafter
the nobility, miniftry, and thir commiffioners, remained
and dwelt in Edinburgh, where they had meetings, ordin-
arly at their pleafure, whereat the bifhops were highly of-
fended, but could not help themfelves. -The feflion fits
ftill in btxrlmg, but nothing is done in thefe troublefome
times. It was reported that the bifhop of Argyle, the
dean of Edinburgh, the conftable of Dundee, and Sir
Thomas Thomfon were put off the council, and the lord
Down and others put in their rooms.

The bifhop of Rofs having ufed the fervice book peace-
ably within the chanry kirk of Rofs each Sabbath day by
the fpace of two years, he upon the 11th of March, being
Sunday, caufes (as his cuftom was) lay down a fervice book
upon the reader’s defk, and upon fome other gentlemens
defks befides who ‘ufed the fame, about the ringing of
the firft bell to the preaching; but before the laft bell was
rung, certain fcholars came in pertly to the kirk, and took
ap thir haill fervice books, and carried them down to the
Nefs with a coal of fire, there to have burnt them altoge-
ther, but therefell out fuch a fuddenfhower;that before they
could win to the Nefs the coal was drowned out. The
{cholars feeing this, they tore them allin pieces, ‘and threw
them into the fea; the bifhop hearing of this, mifkens
all wifely, comes to church and preaches wanting fervice-
books. He had foon done with fermon, and .thereafter
haftily goes to horfe and fpake with the bithop of Murray,
fyne fpake with the marquis of Huntly, and privately dif-
guifed he rode fouth, and to the king goes he direétly ; a
very bufy man thought to be, in bringing in this fervice-
books, and therefore durft not for fear of his life return to
Scotiand again.

Now the nobles who were againft.thir fervice books,
and others, began to ‘write and fend commiffioners to the
haill burghs of Scotland, craving their concurrence to refift
the fame, and likewife fent through the haill kingdom for
that effe¢t. . Among the reft, the laxrd of Dun, thc laird of

Morphy,
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Morphy, the laird of Leys, and Carpegie of
came to thir north parts, and to New Aberdeen, as com-
miflioners ; but they came not fpeed, but were reje(ted by
Aberdeen conftantly abiding by the king, which turnzd to
their great wreck, as ye fhall hear. They alledged the
king gave no command to fubfcribe fuch a covenaat. )

Thefe nobles fent alfo the earl of Sutherland, the lord
Lovat, the lord Rae, 4nd lord John, oy to this new earl.
of Caithnefs elder, as their commiffioners, with the laird
of Balnagowan, having alfo in’ their company Mr. James
Baird advocate in Edinburgh, with Mr. Andrew Cant
minifter at Pitfligo, and divers others. They came to In-
vernefs upon the 2¢th of April, and conveened the haill
townthip, to. whom was produced a Confefiion of" Faith,
and a Covenant to be fubfcribed by them, and to note up
their names who refufed to fubfcribe 5 but the haill town,
except Mr. William Clogie minifter, and fome few others,
fubfcribed willingly; then they left Invernefs, and came
to Forres upon the 28th of April, where the haill minifiry
of that prefbytery, except Mr. George Cumming, parfon
at Dallas, fubfcribed. Right fuae Caithnefs, Sutherland,
Rofs, Cromarty, and Nairn, had for the moft part fubferib-
ed by the induftry of the forenamed five commiffioners.
They came to Elgin upon the 30th of April, the haill people
was conveened ;5 Mr. Andrew Cant ftood up in the read-
er’s defk, and made fome little fpeech; thereafter the pro-
voft, baillies, council and community altogether fubfcribed
this covenant, very few refufing, except Mr. John Gordon
minifter at Elgin. Thir commiffioners removed from El-
gin upon the firft of May, and as they had gotten obedi-
ence, fo commiffioners were direéted out by the nobility
- through all the kingdom, and got this covenant fubfcribed,

few refufing except Aberdeen and the marquis of Huntly.
The bithop of Murray feeing this, begins quickly to fur-
nifh his houfe of Spynie with all neceffary provifion, men
and meat, ammunition, powder and ball; as he who fore~
{aw great troubles to follow ; but all in vain.

It was faid that the bithop of Caithnefs, the bifhop of
Orkney, the bithop of Argyll, the bithop of Dunkeld, and
fome others, were againft thir {ervice books. Thnus fome

52 minifters




6 HISTORY OF THE

minifters preached againft the fame as papiftical, others
preached againft the Covenant, 3s.made up and done with-
out authoriry, and the {fubfcribers thereof guilty of trea-
fon, {chifm, and fedition ; and fo was this land drawn in
divers opinions, and foldiers learnt in Fife to drill ; a fore-
runrer of war. However it was reported the nobility
(now called Covenanters) fent up their commiffioners with
this Cenfeffion of Faith and Covenant to his majefty, hum-
bly declaring they were doing nothing but legally, and
craving him to difcharge thir books of Common Prayer
and fome other novations creeping in within the kirk. Thir
commiflioners got not full content, yet his majefty was
plealed to appoint a council day to be holden at his own pa-
lace at Dalkeith upon the 6th day of June next, where the
marquis of Hamilton fhould be commiffioner for the king.
The King wrote, defiring the marquis of Huntly to be there.
The commiflioner wrote for fuch bifhops as were in Scot-
land to keep this council day, but none durft compear ex-
cept the archbifhop of St. Andrews, who was chancellor.
The marquis of Huntly rode over quietly ; the commif-
fioners being come, and the council fet, compeared the ear!
of Rothes, and lord Lindfay and lord Loudon as commif-
fioners for the nobles, and reft of the Covenanters, and
gave in a petition craving the book of Canons, book of
Common Prayer, the High Commiffion, book of Ordina-
tion, Five Articles of Perth, and fome other things to be
difcharged, and that no bifhop fhould have power or place
in council, nor admit any minifter without confent of his
brethren of the miniftry within his diocefe, for fuch rea-
fons as was contained in their petition: to the which the
commiffioner anfwered, he fhould do his ‘beft that the
book of canons, ordination, Common Prayer, High Com-
miffion, and Articles of Perth, fhould be continued, and
none to be urged therewith while a general affembly fhould
be kept, and a parliament to follow ; as to the reft he faid,
he had no commiffion to anfwer; but this commiffioner
was according to the Covenanters own mind, being fully
affured of his favour; and the only thing that they were
feeking was a general affembly, and a parliament, where-
of now they had good hopes. The council conveened
again
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again on the morrow, where the archbifhop fiill fat as chan-
cellor, but there was nothing concluded for the peace of the

- country. It is faid, that the marquis of Hamilton, com-
miffioner aforefaid, after or at the laft council day, defired
the earl of Rothes, lords Lindfay and Loudoun, to loofe
and break this confederacy, whilk in prefence of the lords
of council they refufed to do: whereupon he would dif-
charge this their convocations, and bands of confederacy,
by cpen proclamation at the Crofs of Edinburgh'; ‘but they -
hearing of this, conveened in great multitudes in arms, to
proteft againft the fame. Whereupon the commiffioner
continued this proclamation till he advertifed the king;
and the council diffolved. In the mean time the earl of
Mar, being conftable of the caftles of Edinburgh and
Stirling, and Glenegas, captain under himin Edin-
burgh, could not get provifion but by permiffion of the Co-
venanters, who ftraitly began to watch the {ame day and
night. Marvellous that they fhould ufe the king’s houfes
io! but they alleged they did not wrong, becaufe their
firengths were devifed to defend the country. As this
bufinefs was a-doing, word comes to the marquis of Hunt-
ly that his lady was very fick within the laird of Cluny’s
lodgings in Old Aberdeen, where fhe was dwelling for the
time ; he hafted him home, but before he came fhe was
dead.' Great lamentation was made for this matchlefs
lady; fhe departed upon Thurf{day the 14th of June about
midnight; the marquis comes not till Sunday thereafter;
caufed fhortly convoy down her corpfe out of faid lodg-
ing to the College-kirk, with fome company and torch
light, where her corpfe lay till the twenty-fixth of June
thereafter. Her corpfe was tranfported upon the night
frae the College to the Chapel upon the Caftle-hill of New
Aberdeen, and upon the 28th of June, about twelve hours
of the day, fhe was lifted, and at her lifting the town of
Aberdeen caufed thoot the haill ordnances. She is con-
voyed with multitudes of people in honcurable manner,
having her corpfe carried upon the bearers of a coach, and
led by horfes under a mourning pale, and buried in St.
John the Evangelift’s Ifle (or Bifhop Leighton’s Ifle) on
the porth fide of St. Machar’s kirk, with great mourning
3 and
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and lamentation. e made choice of this burial place, and
left the ancient burial place of his forebears and famous fa-
ther.within the fouth ifle of the cathedral of Elgin, and
bought this ifle frae the bifhop, minifters and elders of
Old Aberdeen, to remain a burial place for him and his
pofterity, and whilk he refolved to re-edify for that effet.
Upon the morrow, after her burial, the marquis in high
mﬂhncholy, lifted his houfehold, and flitted haftily to
Strathboggie, having ten children of fingular erudition with
him.

Ye heard before how the commiffioner advertifed the
king of the proclamation, and of the covenanters convoca-
tion to proteft ; now he gets order, and caufes make pro-
_clamaticn at the Crofs of Edinburgh to diffolve this cove-
nant and convocation, under the pain of treafon; where-
of they were timeoufly advertifed, and therefore conveened
in muliitudes, and made pro.eﬂanon againft the fame, and
took inftrument in the hands of notars, whereof the clerk,
young Mr. Gibfon, was onc. Then the marquis of Ha-
milton, commiflioner forefaid, rode back to the king ; the
feflion is called back to Edinburgh from Stirling, and fits
down upen the 3d of July, but little or nothing was done,
in refpect of thefe troublefome times.

., Upon the 2cth day of July, the marquis of Montrofe, the
Yord Couper, the mafter of Forbes, the laird of Leys, the
laird of Morphie, Mr. Alexander Henderfon, minifter at
Leuchars in Tife, Mr. David Dickfon minifter at Irvine,
and Mr. Andrew Cant minifter at Pitfligo, as commiffioners
for the Covenanters, came altogether to New' Aberdeen ;
the pravoft and balilies courteoufly falutes them at their
lodging, offers thema treat of wine according to their laud-
able cuftom, for their welcome; but this their courteous
anfwer was difdainfully refufed, faying they would drink
rone with them, til firt the Covenant was fubfcribed 3
whereat the provoft and baillies were fomewhat offended
and fuddenly.took their leave ; caufed deal the wine in tha
bead-hcuvie among the poor men, whilk they had fo dif-
dainfully refufed, whereof the like was ncver done to
Aberdeen in no man’s memory.

Upon
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Upon the morn being Sunday, thefe three covenanting
minifters intended to preach, but the town’s minifters kept
them therefrae, and preached themfelves in their own pul-
pits 3 they feeing themfelves difappointed, go to the earl
Marifchal’s Clofe, where the lady Pitlligo was then dwell-
ing, a rank puritan ; and the faid Mr. Alexander Hender-
{on preached firft, next Mr. David Dickfon, and laftly Mr.
Andrew Cant, all on the faid Sunday, and diverfe people
flocked into the faid clofe to hear thir preachers, and fee
this novelty. Itis faid this Mr. Henderfon read after his
fermon, certain articles proponed by the divines of Aber-
deen, amongft which was alleged, they could not fubfcribe
this covenant without the king’s command, whereunto he
made fuch anfwers as pleafed him beft.

Upon the morn being Monday, they all three preached
again after other within the faid clofe ; many auditors was
there, whereof fome fubfcribed the covenant, fuch as Pa-
trick Leflie burgefs, John Leflie his brother, Mr. Alex-
ander Jaffray, fundry of the name of Burnet, and other
burgefles of Aberdeen, and likewife Mr. John Lundie
mafter of the grammar {chool, common procurator for the
king’s college, Mr. David Lindfay parfon of Belhelvie,
Mr. Andrew Melvin parfon of Banchory-Devenick, Mr.
Thomas Melvil minifter at Dyce, Mr. Walter Anderfon
minifter at Kinellar, Mr. William Robertfon minifter at
Footdee; and fic like, contrary to all mens expectation,
Dr. William Guild, one of the minifters of the faid burgh
of Aberdeen, and Mr. Robert Reid minifter at Banchory-
ternan; but thir two fubfcribed this covenant with fome
limitations and reftrictions, whereof the tenor followeth.

Limitations and Reftrictions of Dv. William Guildy, minifler
at Aberdeen, and Mr. Robert Reid minifler at Banchory,
anent the fubfcribing of the covenant.

¢ Do&tor William Guild and Mr. Robert Reid have

¢ {ubfcribed the covenant made by the noblemen, barons,
¢ gentry, and minifters, anent the maintenance of religion,
¢ his majefty’s authority and laws, with thefe exprefs
con-
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conditions, to wit, that we acknowledge not nor yet con-
demn the articles of Perth, to be unlawful or heads of
popery, but only promife (for the péace of the church
and other reafons) to forbear the practice thereof for a
time. 2dly, That we condemn not epifcopal govern-
ment, feclnding the perfonal abufe thereof. = 3dly, That
we ftill retain, and fhall retain all loyal and dutiful fub-
jeftion and obedience unto our dread fovereign the
“king’s majefty 5 and that in this fenfe, and no otherwife,
we have put our hands to the forefaid covenant. Thefe
noblemen, barons, and minifters, commiflioners, under
fubfcribing do teftify at Aberdeen, the joth of July
1638. Likeas we under fubfcribers do declare, that
they neither had, -nor have any intention but of loyalty
to his majefty, as the faid covenant bears.’ And fo thir
reftri€tions were fubfcribed in a paper by itfelf as follows :
Montrofe, Coupery Forbes, Morphie, Leys, Henderfony Dick-
Sfony Canty and left in the faid Dr. Guild’s own keeping.
This Guild was one of the king’s own chaplains of the
*Chapel Royal, and he fets out a printed paper direéted to
the nobility, barons, gentry, burrows, and others of the
combination of the covenant, printed at Aberdeen, in anno
1639, withing no arms to be raifed againft the king. Not-
withftanding of all thir cloaks, he fubfcribed the cove-
vant abfolutely without limitation.

But the forenamed commiffioners before this went from
Aberdeen, down through the prefbyteries of Buchan, and
got many fubferiptions of minifters and laics to their co--
venant. They paft out of Aberdeen upon the 23d of
July, and returned back there again upon the 28th of
July, and got the fubfcriptions of Aberdeen, as ye have
heard; they were but few in company, about 30 horfe, and
multitudes reforted to them, befides, out of Buchan, Mar,
Mearns and Garioch, who fubfcribed. In end-thir com-
miflioners departed fouth of Aberdeen.

Upon the 8th day of Auguft John Dugar, of whom
mention is made before, came with his companions to the
laird of Corfe his bounds, and fpulzied the ground, and
fpulzied Mr. Thomas Forbes minifter at Lockell’s houfe,

; and
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and opprefled the king’s lieges grievoufly wherever he came
in Strathifla, and other places ; he would take their horfe,
kine, and oxen, and caufe the owners compenfate and pay
for their own gear; he gave himfelf out to be the king’s
man, and {o might take and opprefs the covenanters at plea-
fure. He troubled the merchants at Bartholomew-fair,
and caufed them to pay foundly ; he took out of the laird
of Corfe’s bounds a brave gentlemen tenant dwelling there,
and carried him with him, and fent word to the laird, de-
firing him to fend him a thoufand pounds, whilk the lords
of council granted to his name for taking of Gilderoy, or.
then he would fend his man’s head to him. The laird of
Corfe rode fhortly to Strathboggie, and told the marquis,
who quickly wrote to M¢Gregor, to fend back Mr. George
Forbes again, or then he would come himfelf for him ;
but he was obeyed, and came to Strathboggie haill and
found, upon the 15th of Auguft (where the laird of Corfe
ftayed till his return) without payment of any ranfom, fyne

returned home. But this Dugar was flain thereafter.
This Doétor John Forbes of Corfe happened, out of
zealand a well meaning mind, to write a treatife, whereof
fome copies were fpread abroad, touching our national
Confeflion of Faith regiftrated in parliament, and concgrn-
ing that other little confeflion, called gencral, which was
alfo called The King’s Confeffion, and the The Negative Con-
Jéffion, containing the oath. This written paper came to
the hands of Mr. Alexander Henderfon minifter of Leu-
chars, and Mr. David Dickfon minifter at Irvine, and fome
brethren of the miniftry, who find fault with the fame in
their Anfavers to the Replies of the Miniflers and Profeffors cf
Divinity in Aberdeen concerning the late Covenant, given out
in print, inanno 1638, faying, ¢ We told you before, that
¢ we did no more allow violences of that kind, nor we did
¢ allow the foul afperfions of rebellion, herefy, fchifn,
¢ and perjury, put upon the nobleman and remanent co-
¢ venanters,” &c. whilk anfwers are fubfcribed by the faid
Mr. Alexander Henderfon and Mr. David Dickfon ; but
Dr. Forbes perceiving his written paper to be quarrelled
in manner forefaid, in fuch dangerous time, fets out another
printed paper, dedicated to the marquis of Huntly, called
4
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A peaceable Warning to the People of Scotland, given in the
year 1638, and in the preface he plainly difallows all
other copies, and holds to the faid only perfet edition,
wherein there was no fuch words fet down as rebellion,
herefy, {chifm, and perjury. By this imprinted paper, he
thought he might be free of what was wriiten before, ac-
cording to the privilege granted to writers and pen-men,
and to have efcaped the fevere cenfure of the covenant-
ers 3 wherein he was much deceived.
* Thefaid Doctor JohnForbes of Corfe, Doétor Alexander
" Scroggie minifter at Old Aberdeen, Doctor William Lefly
principal of the King’s College, Dotor Robert Baron mi-
nifter at Aberdeen, Door James Sibbald minifter there,
and Doctor Alexander Rofs minifter there, fet out a print-
ed paper called, ¢ General demands concerning the faid
¢ covenant, &c. with the brethren their anfwers to the
fame, together ¢ with the replics the forefaid minifters and
¢ profeffors made to the faid anfwers,’ all printed in one
volume, dated in anno 1638, whereupon followed another
printed piece called ¢ the anfwers of fome brethren of the
¢ miniftry to the reply of the minifters and profeflors: of
¢ divinity in Aberdeen concerning the late covenant, in
¢ anno 1638, fubfcribed by Mr. Alexander Henderfon
minifter at Leuchars, and Mr. David Dick{on minifter at Ir.
vine, likeas the minifters and profeffors at Aberdeen fet
out another printed paper anfwering thereto, called ¢ Du-
¢ plys of the minifters and profeffors at Aberdeen, to the
¢ fecond anfwers of fome brethren, concerning the late co-
¢ venant,’ and fubfcribed by the faid perfons as follows,
viz. John Forbes of Corfe do¢tor and profeffor of divinity
in Aberdeen, Robert Baron do¢tor and profeffor of divi-
nity and minifter in Aberdeen, Alexander Scroggie mini-
fter of Old Aberdeen, D. D. William Leflie, D. D. and
principal of the King’s College in Aberdeen, James Sib-
bald, D. D. and minifter at Aberdeen, Alexander Rofs,
dotor of divinity and minifter at Aberdeen, but to thir
Duplys the reverend covenanting brethren made never
anfwers that came to print, as was thought by fome un-
anfwerable. Thir writings pro et contra bred no {mall
trouble to many good Chriftian confcicnces, feeing fuch
contrary
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contrary opinions amongft the clergy, with a reformed
fettled kirk, not knomng whom to believe for falvation of
their fouls, nor whofe opinion’ they thould follow in thir -
troublefome times.

Now as thir papers are going abroad, the archbifhop of
St. Andrews, an old reverend man, hlcrh chancellor of
Scotland, is forced for fear of his life to flee into Lngland
for fafety and refuge at the king’s hands. The bithops of
Rofs, Brechin, Galloway, and Dumblain, went all to him
alfo for relief; the king was very forry at their over-
throw, but could not for the prefent mend it ; however, he
gives order for their maintenance. The bifhop of Edin-
~ burgh goes alfo; the archbifhop of Glafgow lying bedfaft,

might not move; the bifhops of Aberdeen, Murray, and
the reft, bide at home for a while in reft.

The glorious organs of the chapel royal were broken
down mafterfully, and no fervice ufed there, but the haill
chaplains, chorifters, and muficians are difcharged, and the
ftately organs altogether deftroyed and made ufelefs.
Thefe uncouth alterations bred horrible fears in the hearts
of the country people, not knowing what to do, or whom
to obey.

Upon the 6th of Auguft James earl of Murray departed
this life in his own place of Darnway, and upon the morn
was quietly buried at the kirk of Dyke without convoca-
tion, pomp, or worldly glory, as himfelf had dire¢ted before
his deceafe. = He left two children behind him, the one of
of whom f{ucceeded Earl, the other was a daughter mar-
ried to the laird of Grant. His lady lived not long after
him.

Upon the 13th of Auguft the lord Gordon came frae
court home to Strashboggie : he brought a pacquet of let=
ters frae the king to the marquis his father, wherein was
alfo packed letters dire&t from his majefty to both Aber-
deens, and to the profc(“ ors of divinity and dottors of divi-
nity of both towns, with the marquis of Hamilton’s letter to

the faid towns and do¢tors, which are both copied verbatim
4s follows ;

CHARLES
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CHARLES REX

¢ Trufty and well beloved, we greet you well. Having
underftood how dutifully you have carried yourfelves at
this time in what concerns the good of our fervice,
and particularly in hindering fome ftrange minifters
from preaching in any of your churches, we have taken
notice thereof, and do give you hearty thanks for the
famen, and do expeét that as your carriage hitherto hath
been good, fo you will continue, affuring that when
any thing that may concern your good fhall occur, we
will not be unmindful of the famen, we bid you farea

well.”

From our Court at Oatlands the laft of July, 1638.

This letter on the back is dire¢ted thus, ¢ 'T'o our trufty
and well beloved the provoft, baillies, and council of

Aberdeen.”

The Copy of the Marquis of Hamilton’s Letter to the
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Town of Aberdeen.

« Very loving friends, I hold it my duty to accompany
this his majefty’s letter with thefe few lines. Having
heard fince my coming hither, of the great zeal you bear
to his facred majefty’s fervice, and likewife not only you,
but your whole town are prefled {till for to fubfcribe a
covenant noways acceptable to his majefty, and there-
fore as his commiffioner, I do earneftly require you care-
fully to avert, and fo far as lies in your power in a fair
and peaceable way, that ye hinder the fubfcription there-
of by any within your town, as you would deferve
thanks from his majefty, and receive favour frae him as
occafion fhall offer. Thus with my hearty wifhes for

your profperity, I reft
Your very loving and affe&ionate

Holyrood-houfe, 1cth friend, (ficfubfcribitur)

(13
€

of Auguft, 1638. J. HAMILTON.”
This letter is alfo direted upon the back thus, ¢ For
my very loviug fricnds the provoft, baillics, and council

of Aberdecn.”
The
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The King’s Letter to the Doors and Minifters of Aber.’
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deen.

CHARLES REX

¢« Trufty and well beloved, we greet you well. As wedid
hear with great difcontent of the carriage of thofe who
call themfelves Covenanters in your cities, which are
your charges, fo we did with as great content receive the
news of your difcreet and peaceable oppofing them ; and
though we have not yet had time to recommend the
perufing of your printed queries to fome of your own
profeflion, whofe judgment we purpofe to afk therein ;
yet upon our own reading of them we find ourfelves
fatisfied ; and thought good prefently to thew our gra-
cious acceptation of the famen, and that we do hold
them both with learning and a peaceable moderate ftyle
anfwerable to men of your profeflion and place, affur-
ing that if you fhall continue according to your power
in this way, which ye have begun, you fhall therein do
us very acceptable fervice, which fhall not be forgotten
by us ; whereof no ways doubting, we bid you heartily
farewell.”

% From our Court at Oatlands, the 4th of Auguft, 1638.”

€<

Direéted on the back, ¢ To our trufty and well beloved
the profeffors and preachers of both Aberdcens.’

The Copy of the Marquis of Hamilton’s Letter to the faid
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3 Doétors and Minifters.

¥ Reverend gentlemen, {o foon as I underftood from
my lord marquis of Huntly of the late proceedings at
Aberdeen, I difpatched unto his majefty the {fame (for
I met with his lordfhip’s pacquet in my way to Scot-
land, with all your printed queries) which how well
they are accepted by his gracious majefty, you will
eafily perceive by his own letter, which here I fend you.
I hold it my part tolet you know how acceptable to my-
felf your haill carriage has been, and with what con-

G ¢ tent
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s tent I read both your firft quzries, which I fent to his
majefty, and likewife your fecond reply, which I have
received fince my coming hither, and am now fending to
< my moft gracious mafter. In their anfwer to your firf
« demand, I'am infinitely wronged by thefe three mini-
¢ fters, who (without the leaft fufpicion of truth) have
-averred that I was well pleafed and contented with the
explanation of the covenant which was prefented to me
« as a humble fupplication of the nobles and other cove-
¢ nanters; and I being enjoined by his facred majefty to
¢ receive the petitions of his fubjefts, and to give anfwers
¢ to them, but to that I could give no other anfwer than
¢¢ that I fhould acquaint his majefty therewith, who hath
< as yet returned none to them ; though I will aflure you
<« his majefty is far from receiving any fatisfaction by what
¢ ‘was contained in their fupplication or explanation ; and
< reafon hath he fo to think of it; and what was my
¢ fenfe-and fpeech to thofe that did deliver it, and how far
contrary to that they alleged, diverfe of the lords of his
¢ majefty’s council can bear me witnefs, moft of which
¢¢ number they have wronged alfo, by inferting untruths in
< the anfwers to your quaries; and if juftice be not quite
¢ banithed out of the land, I hope I fhall not be denied
¢ againft fuch calumnies, as they have raifed of me. Your
< laft book of demands, and reply, with your anfwer, I
< purpofe prefently to print here, and you fhall fee that I
& fhall clearly vindicate myfelf from fo foul an afperfion ;
¢ in the meantime I end with your hearty thanks for
¢ your learned pains, and pious and peaceable ftyle, and my
¢« earneft {uit unto you for the continuance in the fame, as
occafion fhall be offered, with aflurance that I fhall be
a faithful recommender of all your endeavours to gur
moft gracious fovereign, as being the duty of him to do,
¢« which will ever approve himf{elf to be
Holyrood-houfe, 1oth Your very refpetful friend,

of Auguft, 1638. (Signed) J. HAMILTON.”

Direéted on the back, ¢« For my very loving friends the
¢ profeflors and preachers of both Aberdeens.”

By this letter you may fee the marquis of Hamilton is
offended with Mr. Alexander Henderfon, Mr, David Dick-

fon,
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fon, and Mr. Andrew Cant, their anfwers to the do&ors
of Aberdeen their firft demand ; but howfoever he was
guilty or innocent, yet nothing followed by juftice aga ainft
the minifters, as he writes.

In the meantime both Aberdeens and their doftors are:
fo far encouraged by thir letters written to them by his
majefty and his commiffioner,- backed alfo with the mar-
quis of Huntly’s letter of recommendation (who knew
nothing but honefty) that they ftood out againft the Cove-
venanters, and bade by the king conftantly to their great
wreck, while the reft of the burghs fubfcribed this cove-
nant and lived in peace; but wilfully Aberdeen ftood out
{except fome who already fubfcribed, as ye have heard)
looking for help frae the king, but he and they both were
borne down, as may be feen in the fequel of this hiftory.

Ye heard how the marquis of Hamilton rode tocourt; he
returns back about the firft of Auguft, and conveens a
council at Holyrood-houfe, and in prefence of the lords he
produces fundry articles frae the king for reformation of
fome efcapes, and fettling of the country, whereof the tenor
is thus: Imprimis, 'That all minifters depofed fince the
firft of February be reponed in their places to their former
funttions. 2do. That all minifters admitted without con-
fent of their own ordinary be depofed. 3tio. That all
moderators of prefbyteries depofed be reponed, and thofe
that are in their places depofed. 4to. That all parifhion-
ers retire to their parifhes and feflions, that they may con-
cur with and affift their minifters in ancient form. sto.
That all bithops and minifters be paid their ftipends.
6to. That all prefbyteries choofe their mederators, where-
of the moderator muft be one. 4mo. That all minifters
go home and preach to their own parifhioners. 8vo. That
all bithops and minifters be fecure in their perfons from all
hoftile invafion. gno. That no laicks vote in choofing
commiffioners of parliament frae the affembly. romo.
"That all convocations ceafe as well of nobility and gentry
as bifhops and minifters, and repair to their own homes,
that matters may be fettled in peace. 11mo. 'To advife to
give fatisfation to his majefty anent the covenant, or to re--
medy the {ame.

G 2 Tt
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It is alfo faid, that the commiffioner brought with him
power to indi¢t a general affembly, with a parliament to
follow thereupon, if the Covenanters would break and dif-
folve their band of combination, otherwife to charge them
under pain of treafon by open proclamation to that effet,
but the Covenanters would noways yield to the diffolving
of their band ; whereupon the commiffioner caufed charge
them by’ open proclamation at the mercat crofs of Edin-
burgh to brake the faid band, under pain of treafon; but
they protefted again{t the fame, and took inftrument in the
hands of one of the clerks of feflion; whereupon the com-
miffioner defired the lords of council to ratify and approve
the forefaid proclamation as lawfully done, and done by
their counfel and advice. The Covenanters hearing of
this, prefently gave in a fupplication beforc the lords of
council, defiring them noways to approve the forefaid
proclamation, for divers reafons therein contained. The
commiffioner hearing thir reafons, defired a competent
time to acquaint his majefty therewith, and in"the mean-
time all matters to ceafe while his majefty’s advertifement 3
whilk was granted. The before-written articles fent
down by the king were not without good caufe, for the
ringleaders of this covenant amongft the miniftry left their
own kirks and went through the country preaching at other
minifters kirks who were contrary to the covenant, depofed
whom they pleafed, and admitted in their rooms others of
their own faction ; but the commiflioner received no {atis-
fa&ory anfwer from them anent the articles, to carry back
to the king. However he paffes to court with the Cove-
nanters reafons of their fupplication to thew his majefty,
and withall forgot not to write to the dottors and preach-
ers of both Aberdeens, defiring them to continue conftant
and remove all fear, affuring them of his majefty’s favour
and proteltion againft the Covenanters.

No_doubt but the dotors of both Aberdeens were en-
couraged by the marquis’ miffive 5 but it turned to their
grief and forrow, and wreck of both Aberdeens, as you
may hereafter fee.

Now while his majefty’s commiflioner is riding to court,
the Covepanters begin moft carcfully to provide for men

in
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in Fife, and other parts, and held their public meetings and
conventions againft the laws, and without authority, in the
Gray Friar kirk of Edinburgh, to the marvel of many.

The lord Defkford about this time was made earl of
Findlater, whereat the lord Ogilvie took exception, being
neareft the flock, to wit, the laird of Purie-Ogilvie, and no~
bilitate before him. |

Upon the 8th of Auguft a convention of burrows was
held at Stirling, where it was enaéted, that no magiftrate .
thould be chofen through all the burrows of Scotland but
fuch as had fubferibed the covenant ; the burgh of Aber-
deen had no commiffioner there, becaufe they were not ad-
vertifed with the reft as the cuftom was; an extrat was
fent to them of this aét from this convention, without any
miffive, whereat they marvelled.

About the 15th of September the commiflioner returns
back from court to Scotland, bringing with him the Con-
feffion of Faith and Band of Maintenance, word for word,
conform to the firft, and in prefence of the lords of coun-
cil produced his majefty’s letter, declaring he was moft un-
willing to bring in novations or alterations of religion with-
in the kirk, but to maintain the Confeffion of Faith, whilk
he fent down firft to be fubfcribed by his commiffioner, and
next by the lords of council. This Confeflion the com--
miffioner alfo produced before the faid lords, with the
Band of Maintenance, requiring and demanding the faid
lords to fubfcribe the famen, conform to his majefty’s.
letters of date at Oatlands the gth of September 1638, and
likewife that the {enators of the college of juftice, judges or
magiftrates of burgh or land, and all other fubjeéts what-
fomever to renew and fubfcribe the faid Confeffion of
Faith and Band of Maintenance, whereby all fears of alte-
ration of religion might be removed out of the hearts of his
good fubjeéts; in the which letters alfo was contained a
difcharge of the fervice books, book of canons, and high
commiflion, and difcharging all perfons from pratifing the
Five Articles of Perth ; that ilk minifter at his entry fhould.
be fworn conform to a& of parliament, and no otherwife;
that his majefty would forget and forgive all former difor-
ders, moved anent thir bufinefles; andif they do the like,

G 3 to
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to be liable to a parliament-trial, general aflembly, or any
other judges competent, as the {aid letters of the date afore-
1aid, and imprinted at Edinburgh, at more length contained.
Attour his majefty gave his commiflioner warrant to in-
diét a general affembly to be holden at Glafgow the 21ft
of November 1638, and a parliament to be holden there-
after at Edinburgh the 15th of May 1639, for fetting a
perfe& peace within the kingdom both in church and po-
lice further the faids letters were ordained to be pub-
lithed at the mercat crofles ‘of the head burghs of Scot-

land. ?
The lords of council having confidered his majefty’s
great goodnefs in granting them more than they looked
tor, and as would feem more than enough, they found
themfelves fully fatisfied therewith, and made an at there-
upon, promifing to ufe their beft means to make his ma-
Jefty’s haill fubjeéts to reft content therewith, and all and
every onc fhould teftify their thankfulnefs for fo great
goodnefs reccived at his majefty’s hands, and to offer their
. lives and fortunes in his defence, and maintenance of re-
ligion, whilk aét was fubfcribed by the faid lords at Holy.
rood-houfe the 22d of September 1638, fic fubfcribitur,
Hamilton, Traquair, Roxburgh, Marifchall, Mar, Mur-
ray, Linlithgow, Perth, Wigton, Kinghorn, Tullicbardine,
Haddington, Annandale, Lauderdale, Kinnoul, Dumfries,
Southefk, Belhaven, Angus, Lorn, Elphinftone, Napier,
Dalziel, Amont, J. Hay, S. Thomas Hope, S. William El-
phinftone, Ja. Carmichael, Jo. Hamilton, Blackhall. At-
tour, by anotheract of council of the fame date, the commif-
. fioner forefaid and lords of council unanimoufly fware and
fabfcribed the Confeflion of Faith and Band of Maintenance,,
whereupon Sir Thomas Hope, in his majelty’s name, took
inftrument, like as, the faid lords of council fet out another
aét, ordaining letters to be publifhed at the head burghsof
Scotland, fhewing that his majefty had indi¢ted a general af~
{embly to be holden at Glafgow the 2 1{t of November next,
and to warn the haill archbithops, bithops, commiffioners,
and others, to keep and attend the {aid general affembly; and
by another aét of the fame dyet, letters are ordained to be
publithed inform forefaid, declaring a parliamenttofollowat
Edinburgh
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Ldinburgh the 15th of May next to come; and further
the faid lords of fecret council caufed warn (by open pro-
clamation) the haill nobles, prelates, barons and burgefies
to keep the faid parliament. .
Upon the 24th of September the faid lords ordained his
_majefty’s lieges of whatfomever eftate, degree, or quality,
ecclefiaftical or civil, to fwear and fubfcribe the faid Con-
feflion and General Band, whilk Confeffion and- Band
fhall be marked and fubferibed by the clerk of council, and
produced before them to be fubfcribed:

Now the commiffioners and lords of fecret council hav-
ing taken fo much pains to fee the Confeflion and General
Band (fent down by the king) to be fubfcribed by the king’s
haill lieges, as well as themf{elves had fivorn and fubfecribed
the fame ; it fell out thortly, that they changed their minds,
contrary to their oaths and fubf{criptions, alleging, in the
king’s Confeflion Epifcopacy was abjured (whilk was not)
nor in their minds was fo to do, however they renounced
the Confeflion and Band fent down by the king, and ad-
heres to the Confeffion and Covenant, abjuring epifcopacy,
to the grief of the king and wreck of this country, as ve
may hear; albeit it is well feen, his majefty, to give them
content, granted diverfe orders partly to his own prejudice,
and againft ftanding laws, done as was thought by perfua-
fion of the marquis of Hamilton, more faithful to the Cove~
nanters than to his loving mafter the king, by craft and
unparalelled policy, whereof his majefty had never informa-
tion. However ftjll the Covenanters could not be pleafed
while their cup was full; conform to the conclufion betwixt
them and the Covenanters or malecontents of England, cun-
ningly and obfcurely covenanted, as hereafter may appear,
and whereof you have heard fome before. The Covenant-
ers underftanding thir haill proceedings, laid compt before
the incoming of this general affembly to bear down epifco-
pacy; and to that effect drew up feven articles, and fent them
to the moderators of the haill prefbyteries of Scotland, ftand-
ing to their opinion, whereof the tenor follows. 1mo. If
any man enter in procefs with minifters errroneous in doc-
trine and fcandalous in life, that they be not chofen com-
miffioners 3 and if the prefbytery refufe them procefs, that

: they
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they proteft againft thir refufers, and thereafter againft
the eletion of thefe minifters to be commiffioners, and
thereupon to take inftrument, and extraét the fame. 2do.
To have a fpecial care that information be timeoufly made
againft every bifhop, with the fure evidences thereof, anent
their mifcarriages in fundry prefbyteries and high commif-
fion, urging entrants to fubfcribe unwarranted articles, re-
ceiving of bribes from entrants, ftaying of cenfure againft
Papifts, giving licence to marry without banns, the profan-
ity of their own lives, by drinking, whoring, carding, dic-
ing, breaking of the fabbath, the purchafing of the bithop-
ricks by bribes, their unhoneft dealing in bargains, and
abufing of their vaffals ; all thefe and fuch like, commeon to
all, and proper to any. 3tio. To remember the minifters
to be recady for difputation about the heads which are like
to be agitated at the affembly, as, de epifcopatu, de fenioribus,
de deaconatu, de poteflate magifiratus in ecclefiaflicis, prafertim
in convocandis concilifs, ef qui debent interefle in conciliss, de ci-
il jurifdiétione ecclefiaflicorum, eorumgue officifs civilibus, de re-
bus adiaphoris, ¢t poteflate magifiratuum in illis, de liturgia pre-
[funptay de litibus ecclefie, feu liturgia dAnglicane, de juramento,
de corruptelis liturgie Scoticana canen. de quingue Perthenfibus
articulis. gto. To choofe three commiffioners in every pref-
bytery where they can be had well affected, and to ufe all
means how few be chofen. in evil-difpofed prefbyteries ; let
well-affe@ed barons and minifters next adjacent endeavour
for this. 5to. Confultation thould be had by the beft affetted
amongft themfelves before the ele@ion, that in their choof-
ing their voices be not divided, but may condefcend toge-
ther upon the fame perfon. 6to. To ufe all means for ef-
chewing in the eleftion, as far as may be, chapter men who:
have chofen bithops; thefe who have fitten in the high
commiffion ; chapel men who have countenanced the chapel
ceremoniesand novations; all who offered to read and prac-.
tife the fervice-book, book of canons; minifters who are
juftices of peace, although they have fubfcribed the cove-
nant, unlefs they have defifted and acknowledged the un-
lawfulnefs of their former dealing, becaufe thofe and fuch
Jike will be ready to approve thefe corruptions in theaffem-
bly. 7mo. That where any prime nobleman and well

qualified
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qualified gentleman may be chofen in fundry prefbyteries,
that he be chofen in that prefbytery wherg there is greateft
{carcity of able men. -

Now his majefty’s letters of the date, at his court of Oat-
lands, the gth of September 1638, are publifhed, read and
proclaimed at the Crofs'of Edinburgh, difcharging the fer-
vice-book, book of canons, and high commiffion, and dif-
penfing with the Five Articles of Perth ; that the minifter
at his entry fhall give no other oath but fuch as in contain-
ed in the aéts of parliament; commanding alfo the lords of
privy council and all his good fubjeéts to fubfcribe and re-
new the Confeflion of Faith, with warrant to indi¢t an af-
fembly and a parliament thereafter; and that his majefty
forgave all bygones, and ordained a folemn faft. But this
gracious proclamation was not accepted nor allowed, but
{folemnly protefted againft ; for how foon they were read,
there compeared at the Mercat Crofs diverfe noblemen,
barons, gentlemen, minifters, and commons, with a pro-
teftation in write againft the faid proclamation, whilk was
made upon the 22d of September, read out by Mr. Archi-
bald Johnftoun publicly, faying that the fervice bock and
book of canons were not fo far difcharged as they have been
urged by preceeding proclamations which gave approba«
tion to the faid books ; that the praétice only of the Perth
articles are difcharged or difpenfed with ; that prelates were
warned to keep the general aflembly, contrary to the aéts
of the kirk and their declinator and fupplications, craving
a free general affembly without limitation, ufing diverfe
reafons ; therefore, they plainly refufe the fubfcribing of
the covenant fent by the king; and give the following rea-
fons therefore, that archbifhops and bithops fhall have no
place nor voice in the affembly, nor that they be prefent,but
to compear and underly trial and cenfure in life, office and
benefice ; that none who have fubfcribed the firft cove-
nant be charged or urged either to procure the fubfcrip-
tions of others, or to fubfcribe themfelves to any other
confeffion or covenant; and appealed frae the lords of
council to the next free general affembly and parliament,
as only fupreme national judicatories competent; that no
fubfcription, whether by the lords or others, by any ways

prejudicial
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prejudicial to 'the firft covenant, withal warning and ex-
horting all men to hold their hands from all other cove-
nants till the next general aflembly, for faving the country
from contrary oaths; that as to the king’s forgivenefs,
they protefted what they had done was lawful. Thus is
this proteftation publicly read out by the faid Mr. Archi-
bald Johnftoun, whereupon James carl of Montrofe, in
name of the noblemen, and Mr. Alexander Gibfon younger
of Durie, in name of the barons, George Porterfield mer-
chant burgefs of Glafgow in name of the burrows, Mr.
Henry Rollock minifter at Edinburgh in name of the mi-
nifters, and the faid Mr. Archibald Johnftoun, in name and
behalf of all who adhered to the Confeffion of Faith and
covenant lately renewed within this kingdom, took inftru-
ment in the hands of three notars prefent at the {aid Mer-
cat Crofs of Edinburgh, befpre many hundred witnefles ;
and what his majefty had moft gracioufly done and plea-
fantly accepted by the lords of privy council, is altogether
mifregarded by thir Covenanters, as by the particular con-
defcendence contained in their imprinted proteftations at
large does appear. After they had done with protefting
and taking inftruments, they diffolved.

Ye hear a little before of an aét of council made anent
the king’s proclamation for fubfcribing the Confeflion of
Faith and Band of Maintenance ; the famen was dire&ted
amongft the reft to the marquis of Huntly, the earl Mari-
{chall, the earl of Kinghorn for himfelf, and as tutor to the
ear]l of Errol, the lord Forbes, lord Frafer, the laird of
Drum, commifiioners for the thires of Aberdeen and Banff,
&c. with power to therh to pafs to the feveral bounds a-
bove written, and exhibit the faid Confeflion of Faith and
Bagd above fpecified, marked and fubfcribed by the clerk
of council, and to require his majefty’s lieges of whatfoever
rank or quality, to fubfcribe the famen, and to make report
of their diligence betwixt and the 13th day of November
next. How foon this proclamation with the covenant a-
bove expreft was fent to the marquis of Huntly, he moft
willingly obeyed and accepted the charge (albeit the reft of
the commiflioners refufed ilk ane after another) and in
peaceable mapner upon the 4th of O¢tober, being Th(;lrf—

ay,
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day, came to Néw Aberdeen, accompanied with his two
{ons the lord Gordon and lord Aboyne, the laird of Cluny,
and fundry other barons and gentlemen, and produced and
exhibited the Confeflion and Band above expreft in pre-
fence of the town’s people, conveened for that effet, who
very willingly fubfcribed the fame (except fuch as were
Covenanters) upon paper copied from the print.

Upon Friday the s5th of October he fent John Spence,
“a herald, with his coat of arms, to the mercat crofs of
. Aberdeen, to publifh the fame proclamation above expreft;

but there were ftanding on the crofs attending the fame,
the lord Fraler and mafter of Forbes, with three notars
called Mr. Robert Keith, Mr. Alexander Forbes, and Mr.
James Cheyne, with multitudes of people about them. The
herald feeing fuch a convention, before he began his pro-
clamation, charged them in the king’s name to go down
from the crofs, whilk they did, and ftood upon the ftreet
hard befide. How foon the people were put off the crofs,
the lord marquis comes frae his lodging with his fons and
friends and the laird of Drum, fheriff of Aberdeen, as one
of the forefaid commiffioners, and afcended up the crofs,
ftanding befide the herald uncovered, the drum beat and
the proclamation publithed, and the lord Frafer and mafter
of Forbes came to hear at the fouth fide of the crofs where
they ftood firft. The proclamation ended, the marquis
gave a great fhout, faying, God fave the king, {yne peace- -
ably left the crofs; but immediately the lord Frafer and
mafter of Forbes came to the fame place where the mar-
quis ftood, and made’proteftations againft the famen, fet
down in write and took inftruments, throwing the paper
whereon the proteftation was written, out of his hand into
the air, and gave alfo a great thout faying, God fave the
king, the people cried out with great joy at the marquis ;>
fhout, but few or none cried out with the lord Frafer.
"Then they went home to their lodgings.

Upon Morday the 8th of O¢tober the marquis came over
to the bithop’s houfe of Old Aberdeen, where the bithop
himfelf was prefent, with the principal and regents, and
haill body of the town, and there cauled publickly read
out the forefaid Confeflion and Band of Maintenance ;

after
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after reading whereof, the bifhop, principal, regents,
gentry and haill commons of the town willingly obey-
ed and fubfcribed the fame, whofe names were (befides
their fubfcriptions) written and noted upon another paper ;
but Mr. John Lundie mafter of the grammar-fchool fub-
fcribed not this Covenant.” Whilk being done, the mar-
quis rode from Aberdeen upon the gth of O¢ober, and
direCted the forefaid herald, with the town’s drummer, to
Banff and Invernefs, to make the fame publication, with a
difcreet man to receive the people’s fubferiptions, which
were gotten there, without proteftations and inftruments
taken as formerly ; and this noble marquis was ill reward-
ed forall his pains, as ye fhall hear afterwards; however
he reported his diligence to the lords of council before the
13th day of November. It was reported that his majefty
liked well both Aberdeens and their dotors conftancy, -
whereupon he makes New Aberdeen fheriffs within them-
felves, which they never had before, and that heritably ; he
gave them the fuperiorities of the haill temple-lands with-
in their burgh, and ratified theirhaill liberties in ampleform,
but dear were thir favoursbought, as ye may fec in divers
parts of this ftory.

It was faid the king wrote to the doétors of Aberdeen,
to go to this enfuing general aflembly, and to contribute
their beft affetions for fettling all matters, and that the
marquis of Huntly (advertifed thereof by the commiffioners)
directed them alfo to go to this affembly, but none obeyed
for plain fear; however there were chofen commiffioners,
Dottor Baron and Doétor Sibbald, Doétor Guild and Mr.
David Lindfay, with whom went alfo Mr. John Lundie
mafter of the grammar {chool, and common procurator of
the King’s College, for fuch affairs as concerned them, and
to anfiver to fuch complaints as happened to be given in
a2gainft the principal or members thereof, but had no fur-
ther commiifion, but went beyond his warrant, as ye may
hear. Mr. James Harvie minifter at the New Kirk went
alfo commifiioner for the dotors of Aberdeen and anti-
covenanting minifters within the prefbytery thereof.

The laird of Frendraught in the month of O&ober ma-
licioufly laid on three feveral fummonfes againft the mar-

quis
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_ quis.of Huntly, as heir to his umquhile father, to heara

decreet transferred againft him for 200,000 merks for his
{kaith fuftained by the light horfemen, and another decreet
transferred for 100,0c0 merks of fpoilziation of the teinds
of Drumblate 5 a third decreet transferred for making of a
new tack of the faid teinds, whille decreets had been ob-
tained before at Frendraught’s inftance again{t the mar-
quis’ father ; but little followed upon thir charges.

Upon the third Tuefday and 16th of O&ober, the pro-
vincial fynodfat down inthe College Kirk of Old Aberdeen ;
the bifthop was prefent, with many covenanting and anti-
covenanting minifters. Thomas Crombie of Kemnay and
Mr. William Davidfon fheriff depute of Aberdeen, came
there, direted frae the marquis of Huntly, to the brethren
to {ubfcribe the king’s covenant and band ; fome obeyed,
fome refufed, and fome made delaying anfwers; at laft
they diffolved in peace.

Upon Sunday the 28th of O&ober the parifhioners of

St. Machar’s Kirk were warned after fermon by the reader
to come in on Wednefday next, and fubfcribe the king’s
Covenant and Band of Maintenance; but few came, and
ficlike a faft was proclaimed to be keeped upon Sunday
thereafter before the downfitting of the General Affembly,
which was folemnly kept. :
_ Upon the 1ft day of November the court of feffion fat
down, but there were none of the lords fubfcribed this
covenant of the king’s, except Craighall, Durie, Cran{ton,
and Innerteill.

Now the Covenanters are careful to try what complaints
or fanlts could be found in the bithops, and fpeak out
many things againt them, which drew their names to be
odious among the common people ; amongft the reft the
mafter of Forbes moved fome complaints againit the bithop
of Aberdeen, his own father’s brother upon the mother’s
fide, before the prefbyteries of Alford and Turriff; which °
were referred to the General Affembly, and the bi‘hop
warned thereto.

About this time the earl of Mar, conftable of the Caltle
of Edinburgh, difponed his right of the famen conftabu-

 lary, asis fuppofed, to the-marquis of Hamiltoun 5 allways

it
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it was watched by the Covenanters, fuffering nothing to
be imported therein but at their difcretion ; but how or
whom till, this difpofition was made by Mar, is uncertain
but he quits the place.

Upon the 16th day of November, proclamation was
made at the Crofs of Edinburgh, difcharging convocation
of the king’s lieges to go to the enfuing General Affembly,
and none to come there but the chofen commiffioners and
their ordinary fervants, and that in peaceable manner with-
out weapons, as hagbutts, piftols, and fuch like, under the
pain of treafon.  But the Covenanters protefted againft the
famen, faying, it waslawful for all men upon their own
charges to refort to. a national affembly for inftruéting of
their minds in matters of religion’; and it was lawful for
them to wear weapons as well as thofe of the contrary fac-
tion did. Thus without regard to the king’s proclamation,
they went on as pleafed themfelves. = - Y

In the mean time, before down-fitting of this affembly,
the haill archbithops and bithops were cited to compear
before the prefbytery of Edinburgh, to anfwer to the com-
plaint of John earl of Sutherland, John earl of Athol, and
divers others noblemen. The complaint was odious if it
had been true, grounded upon corrupt dotrine, Armi-
nianifm, popery, fuperflition, and will-worfhip, evil life,
and many other points. They are called before the
prefbytery of Edinburgh, who could not well be judges,
and in refpect of their not compearance, this complaint is
referred to the General Affembly, before whom they durft
" not compear for fear of their lives, albeit the king had
commanded them to come. The complainers of fet pur-
pofe were holden out as commiffioners, to the effet they
might compear as parties, and upon the next fabbath being
the 28th of Gétober, the faid complaint was read out in the
kirks of the prefbytery of Edinbirgh to make this bufinefs
odious, and therewith warned them to compear before the
General Affembly, to be holden at Glafgow the 21ft of
November, according to an at of the faid prefbytery,
which was but fhort citation, many of the faid bifhops
dwelling far diftant.

Upon the 21t day of November James marquis of Ha-
milton, as his majefty’s commiflioner, and haill lords of

counc il,
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council, with many other nobles, barons, burgefles, and
clergy, conveened in Glafgow, where the moft eminent
preacher of the town preached in the High Church of
Glafgow in the morning, and after fermon defired all pre-
fent to begin the aétion by choofing of a moderator- withfn
the faid church ; a while after the aflembly {its down, the
church gates were {tritly guarded by the town, none had
entrance but he who had a token of lead, declaring he was
a covenanter. There came out of ilk prefbytery of the
kingdom to this afflembly, one, two, or three covenanting
minifters, with two or three ruling elders who (hould vote
as they did. Now all being fet, the doors clofed and
guarded, after prayer, as ufe is, they began to choofe a
moderator ; but firft the commiffioner defired his commif-
fion to be read, whilk was done, and that day diffolved.
The next day a moderator is urged, but firft the commif- -
fioner defired his majefty’s letter fent to them to be read,
whilk was done, and then fell to choofe a moderator, but
Dottor Hamiltoun minifter of Glasford, having by moyan
won in, ftands up as commiffioner for the archbifhops of
St. Andrews and Glafgow, the bithops of Edinburgh,
Galloway, Rofs, and Brechin, by virtue of their fubfcribed
warrant, dated at Holyrood-houfe, Newcaftle and Glafgovw
the 16th, 17th, and 20th days of November 1638, and
prefented unto the commiffioners grace, declinators on pa-
per againfl the unlawfulnefs of this affembly, and defired
the fame to be read, whilk was refufed, till firft the mo-
derator fhould be chofen; whereupon the commiflioner
and faid Dr. Hamilton both took inftrument in the hands of
the clerk regifter, and protefted againft any fuch eleétion,
and that the famen fhould not be prejudicial to the king
nor laws of the kingdom. Mr. Alexander Henderfon was
chofen moderator, and the Affembly books had to Edin-
burgh by Mr. Thomas Sandilands, and frae that to Glaf-
gow, which gave them information how to rule bifhops.
His father wanted his clerkfhip, but was well paid his pen-
fions out of the bithoprick of Aberdeen, for fending thir
books ; but Mr. Archibald Johnfton was chofen clerk in
his place. The moderator and clerk being chofen, the
commiffioner defires the earl of Traquair. treafurer, the
H2 carl
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carl of Roxburgh lord privy feal, the earl of Argyle, the
carl of Lauderdale, the earl of Southefk, all lords of fecret,
council, and Sir Lewis Steuart advocate, to be joined with
him as affeffors, and to have voice as he had in matters
queftionable, as was ufed in king James’ time ; but this de-
_{ire was abfolutely denied, faying his grace had power to
confult with his affeffors, but had not voice in the affembly,
and if the king himfelf were there, ke thould have but one
voice, morethan any member of the affembly had, marvellous
to fee ! whereof the like was never before at our Scottifh
Iaﬂémblies, but thir articles was forefeen by the tables at
Edinburgh, and order given to refufe the fame, which the
commiflioner beheld patiently. - The 4th day they began
to read their {everal commiffions’; the 3th day they went
on in their eletions; the 6th day being the 27th of No-
vember, the commiffioner urges again the reading of the
bifhops declinators and proteftations, which was done by
Mr. Archibald Johnfton clerk, whereat there was much
laughter by the brethren, and much reafoning betwixt
the commiffioner and them. Upon the morrow the mo-
derator defired the clerk to read their anfwers to the faid
declinators, and concludes to eftablifh the affembly as a
‘lawful judicature againft bifhops, without the king’s au-
thority or confent of his commiffioner, who made ftill op-
pofition againft the fame, and finding lay elders broughtin
to give voices in the faid affembly, as the minifters whom
they had chofen commiffioners before them would voice,
and no affeflfor granted to the king, and the bithops were
cited to compear before fuch judges as were their mortal
enemies 3 for thefe reafons, and other diforders of this af~
{embly, the commiflioner appeared to become impatient, and
required and commanded them, in his majefty’s name and
authority, not to proceed any further, and to fay prayer
and diffolve the aflembly, protéfting, what they had done
or fhould do might nowife touch the king’s prerogative or
oblige his fubjects, nor that their affembly ats fhould be
elteemed lawful, but declared null. But the moderator de-
fired his grace to forbear to diffolve the aflembly, in fimu-
late manner, and withal to hear their anfwers to his pro-
teftation, whereof it appears they were well enough ac-
acquainted.
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acquainted. The commiffioner refufed to hear the famen
read, and commanded them to rife under the higheft pains;
whilk they plainly difobeyed, and fat ftill ; whereupon he
fuddenly ftarts up, and goes to the deor, whom the lords
of council followed, leaving their clerk reading their an-
fwers 3 and immediately caufes an herald to go to the crofs
of Glafgow in his coat of arms, with a proclamation made
up by him and the lords of council, and fubfcribed with
their hands and given under his majefty’s fignet, dated the
29th of November, and by found of trumpet difcharged the
faid General Affembly, and in his highnefs’ name com-
manded the faid moderator, commiffioners, and ruling el-
ders, and all other members thereof, not to treat, confult,
or conclude any further in the {aid affembly, under the pain
of treafon, and that they fhould rife up and diffolve out of
the town of Glafgow within 24 hours ; difcharging alfo all
his majefty’s good fubjeéts, from giving obedience to their
pretended acts, as the letters raifed thereanent more fully
purport; and the commiffioner ftanding at the crofs, here~
upon took inftrument.  But the covenanters protefted, and
took inftrument in the contrary, faying, his majefty had in-
difted this.General Affembly, whilk he nor his commiffioner
could not diffolve without confent of the fame Affembly.
The commiffioner diretted the faid letters to be publithed
at Edinburgh, and fends his own declaration therewith,
and to the marquis of Huntly, to caufe publifh; fyne gees
to horfe towards Hamtlton ; but at his onlouping the earl
of Argyle, the earl of Rothes, and lord Lindfay, three pil-
lars of the covenant, had fome private fpeeches with him,
whilk drew fufpicion that he was on their fide.
" Hereit is to be marked, that there was an a& of council,
dated at Holyrood-houfe the 24th of September 1638,
whereof the tenor follows: ¢« The whilk day ane noble
¢« earl, James Marquis of Hamilton, his majefty’s commif-
¢ fioner, having produced before the lords of fecret coun-
¢ cil upon the 22d of this inftant, a warrant figned by bis
¢ majefly, of the gth of September, wherein amongft other
<« of his majefty’s gracious expreflions, for prefervation of
¢ the purity of religion, and due obedience to his authority,
¢ in maintenance thereof his majefty did will and ordain,
H 3 ¢¢ that

~
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¢ that the lords themfelves hould fubferibe the Confeffion
¢ and Band mentioned in bis majefty’s faid warrant,and alfo
< fhould take fuch order, as all his majefty’s fubjets may
¢¢ {ubfcribe the famen. And the faid lords of Council, ac-
< knowledging his majefty’s pious and gracious difpofi-
s tion and affection to the purity of God’s truth, did up-
¢ on the 22d of this fame inftant September unanimoutly,
¢¢ and with all humble, hearty and fincere affeCon, fwear
¢ and {ubfcribe the Confeflion of Faith dated the 2d of
¢« March-1580, according as it was then profeffed within
« this kingdom, together with the forefaid general Band,
¢ dated in anno 1589 ; and now to the effe¢t that all his
<« majelty’s lieges may give the like obedience to his ma-
< jefty’s pious defire, therefore the faid lords have or-
¢« dained, and ordain all his majefty’s lieges of whatfom-
¢ cver eftate, degree, or quality, ecclefiaftical or civil, to
¢ fwear and fubfcribe the faid Confeflion, and that ac-
¢¢ cording to the tenor thereof, and as it was then profeffed
within this kingdom, together with the faid general
<t band of the date forefaid, as they will anfwer at the
¢ contrary upon their obedience; and ordains officers of
< arms to pals to the Mercat Crofs of Edinburgh, and
¢¢ other places needful, to publith the fame.”

Upon this act the Covenanters alleged, that the forefaid
Confeffion of Faith was underftood to be as it was then pro-
fefled and received when it was made, and that in that Con-
feflion defences both of doctrine and difcipline then cftab-
lithed is fworn, at which time epifcopal government being
(as they alleged) abolithed, it muft needs follow that the
fame government is by this late oath abjured. 'This a&, fo
{et forth to give contentment, turns our Covenanters quite -
contrary to the king’s opinion, who flill maintained epif=
copacy 3 but they fet to bear it down, and that this ack
thould carry thefenfe of abjuring epifcopacy 3 whereat the
commiflioner fet out a declaration in print, purging himfelf
of any fufpicion which could arife from the faid a&t, and
maintaining epifcopacy to be good and lawful; whilk im-
printed declaration he caufed publith and fpread, to make
bis own part geed at the king’s hand, albeit he was very

/ much.
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much fufpected to be on the Covenanters fide. The mar-
quis of Hamilton rides diretly from Glafgow to Hamil-
ton, and writes to the King of the General Affembly’s and
his own haill proceedings, where we will leave him and *
returnto the Aflembly. = They fit ftill, but many flee home
for fear of this proclamation, fuch as John Kennedy of
Kenmuck, a ruling elder for the prefbytery of Ellon;, Mr.
John Annand parfon at Kinoir, Mr. Andrew Logie parfon
of Rayne, Mr. Jofeph Brodie minifter at Keith, Mr. Tho-
mas Thoirs minifter at Udny, and diverfe others, but their
removal was marked. Mr. John Lundie being fefit over
as agent for the College of Old Aberdecn, to attend fuch
affairs as happened to occur concerning them, went be-
yond bis commiffion, and gave in a petition to the Affembly,
defiring Mr. James Sandilands canonift, ‘the cantor, the
chorifters and chaplains to be removed as unneceffary
members lying upon the College rents, brought in againit
the king’s foundation. = It was heard, and a committee ap-
pointed to vifit the faid college.

The affembly goes on and aboiithes the haill bithops of
Scotland by their aéts as follows : ¢ The General Affem-
bly having heardthe complaints, and lybels given in againft
Mr. John Spotfwood pretended archbithop of :St. An-
drews, Mr. Patrick Lindfay pretended archbithop of Glaf-
gow, Mr. David Lindfay pretended bifhop of Edinburgh,
Mr. Adam Bellenden pretended bifhop of Aberdeen, Mr.
Thomas Sydferf pretended bifhop of Galloway, Mr. John
Maxwell pretended bithop of Rofs, Mr. Walter White-
foord pretended bithop of Brechin, and Mr. James Wed-
derburn, pretended bifhop of Dumblain ;- therefore the
faid Aflembly hath ordained thefe pretended bithops to be
depofed, and by thir prefents depoles them not only of the
office of commiffionary, to have vote in parliament, ccun-
{el, or convention in name of the kirk, but alfo of all func-
tions, whether of pretended epifcopal or miniftry, declar-
eth them infamous, and likewife ordains .the faid pre-
tended bifhops to be excommunicated and declared to be
of thofe whom Chri{t commandeth to be holden by all and
cvery one of the faithful as ethnicks and publicans ; and
the fentence of excommunication to be pronounced by Mr.

Alex-
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Alexander Henderfon, moderator, in face of the affembly
in the High Kirk of Glafgow, and the execution of the
fentence to be intimate in all the kirks of Scotland by the
paftors of every particular congregation, as they will be an--
{fwerable to their prefbyteries and {ynods.”

And ficlike by another aét of the faid affembly as fol-
lows, viz. ¢« The General Aflembly having heard the ly-
bels and complaints given in again{t Mr. Alexander Lind-
fay pretended bifhop of Dunkeld, Mr. John Guthrie pre-
tended bithop of Murray, Mr. John Graham pretended
bithop of Orkneys, Mr. James Fairley pretended bithop of
Lifmoir, and Mr. Neill Campbell pretended bithop of the
ifles; therefore ordains the faid bithops to be depofed, and by
thir prefents depofes them not only of the office of com-
miflionary, vote in parliament, counfel or convention in
name of the kirk, but alfo of all fun&tions whether of pre-
tended epifcopal or minifterial calling; and likewife in
cafe they acknowledge not this aflfembly, reverence not
the conftitutions thereof, obey not the fentence, and make
not their repentance conform to the order prefcribed by
this affembly, ordains them to be excommunicated and de-
clared as ethnicks and publicans, and the fentence of ex-
communication to be pronounced upon their refufal, in the
kirks appointed, by any of thofe who are particularly nam-
ed to have the charge of trying their repentance or im-
penitency; and that the execution of this fentence be in-
timate within all the kirks of this realm by the parfons of
every particular congregation, as they will be anfwerable
to their prefbyteries and fynods, or next General Aflfembly
in cafe of negligence of prefbyteries and fynods.”

Thus by thir two aéts are our haill bifhops of Scotland
depofed, degraded, and ordained to be excommunicated in
manner forefaid, without hearing of the bithopsthemfelves,
who might not come in regard of the fhortnefs of their
citations, and durft not compear before this aflembly for
fear of their lives to make their own part good, and with-
out the king’s warrant and authority, which was ftrange
to fee. However, npon the 13th of December, Mr. Alex-
ander Henderfon moderator, after fermon in the High
Church of Glafgow, in prefence of the Affembly and haill
auditors, read out openly the faid two alts, and there-

3 with
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with excommunicated the faid Mr. John Spotfwood arch-
bithop of St. Andrews, Mr. Patrick Lindfay archbifhop of
Glafgow; Mr. David Lindfay bifhop of Edinburgh, Mr.
Adam Bellenden bifhop of Aberdeen, Mr. Thomas Syd-
ferf bithop of Galloway, Mr. John Maxwell bifhop of Rofs,
Mr. Walter Whitefoord bithop of Brechin, and Mr. James
‘Wedderburn bithop of Dumblain; the reft of the bifhops
were not at this time excommunicated. This being done,
and all clofed, they begin to eftablifh committee courts,
confifting of nobles, barons, burgefles, and minifters, to fit
at Ldinburgh, for taking order with refufers to fubfcribe
the covenant, refractory minifters and other difobedients,
and of all other matters which could not be overtaken at
this time by the affembly. This was the firflt incoming of
committees that ever was heard of in like fafhion within
this kingdom, and which bred thereafter mickle forrow
againft the king and his loyal fubjefts ; for within the haill
burrows of Scotland the chiefeft men of the covenant
dwelling within ilk fhire, barons, burgefles and miniftersy
had their committee courts fitting, abufing the king’s lieges
with grievous burthens, levy of men, money, horfe, arms,
and taxations and other: charges, to' aflift England in
defence of the covenant and religion 5 and befides, if any
fubjet minted to rife in defence of the king’s authority in
any part within Scotland, advertifement ran frae county
to county, while it came to the eftates, and fuddenly rofe
in arms againft fuch perfons. Many evils wrought thir
committee courts, which here T cannot exprefs.

This affembly (without warrant of the king) indi¢ts ap-
other general affembly to be holden at Edinburgh the
13th of Auguft 1639. Upon the 20th of December they
rofe up and diffolved frae this Affembly, wanting the
king’s or commiflioner’s ratification and approbation, with-
out which it was fimpliciter null; but they got all their
wills : likeas the committee of the faid Affembly fitting in
Edinburgh depofes Dr. Elliot, Dr. Hanna, Mecflts. Alex-
ander Thomfon, and David Mitchell, all minifters of Edin-
burgh, of their offices and fun&ions, for not fubfcribing
the covenant.

Ye heard before of the commiffioner’s difcharging this
Affemdly, and of his writing to the King of their haill pro-

ceeding.
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ceeding. The king is highly offended, and fends down to
him a proclamation, dated at Oatlands the 8th of Decem-
ber 1638, declaring that this Affembly was holden without
bithops, and they choofed their commiffioners of the mi-
niftry and laity, and elected their moderator, and after this
Aflembly was charged to rife up and diffolve under the
pain of treafon, that they difobeyed and fat fiill, depofed
bithops, and made fundry other aéts without authority ;
therefore his majefty commanded and charged his good
fubjets not to give obedience to the faid Affembly aéts or
committees diret therefrae, declaring them fafe and free
of all pain or cenfure that might follow thereon, charging
alfo all prefbyteries, kirk feflions and minifters within this
realm, at their meetings or in their fermons, that they in no
ways approve or allow of the faid Affembly, under the
pain of punifhment, commanding all fuch as heard their
approbation in their fermons, to relate the famen to the
council, as alfo charging all judges, clerks, and writers,
not to pafs or grant any bill, fummons, letters or execution
upon any act of the faid pretended affembly, and all keep-
ers of the fignet, that they fhould not fignet the fame,
fhewing alfo his majefty never intended to exclude epif-
copacy, difcharging his fubjeéts from fubfcribing of band,
giving oath or {wearing and fubfcribing the faid Confef-
- fion of Faith, in any other fenfe than what is contained in
the declaration manifefted and emitted by his highnefs’
commiffioner ; likeas his majefty promifed, and on the
word of a king obliged him by all the royal authority and
power wherewith God hath endowed him, to prote¢t and
defend his good fubjeéts that refufed to acknowledge the
faid pretended affembly, from any juft ground of fear or
danger for doing thereof, and to defend them in their per-
fons and goods againft whatfomever perfon or perfons
who fhould dare to trouble or moleft them, as the faid

letters at more length purport.
The marquis of Hamiltoun caufed proclaim thir letters
~at the Crofs of Edinburgh, but folemn proteftation is made
againft the fame; he fent likewife the double of the
faid letters, and letters which were proclaimed at Glaf-
gow before diffolving of the affembly, to the marquis of
Huntly,



TROUBLES IN SCOTLAND. 97

Huntly, who upon the 29th of November was come to
his own houfe in the Oldiown to dwell, defiring him to
caufe make proclamation thereof, and of his own declara-
tion, at the crofs of Aberdeen, Stonchaven, and other bur-
rows in the North, and caufed, at the commiffioners de-
fire, Raban the printer in Aberdeen imprint diverfe copies;
but ftill proteftations were made againft the fame, except
in Aberdeen, where the marquis himfelf was prefent at the
proclamation therecof. Thus the marquis diligently upon
his own great expences, caufed ufe thir proclamations,
which get no obedience, but in the end turned all to no-
thing; and in the mean time the Affembly aéts are boldly’
publifhed through all the parifh kirks in Scotland, as well
againft the depofitions and excommunications of the bi-
fhops in manner forefaid, as otherwife, except brave Aber-
deen, that would in no ways hear nor fuffer the faid ats
to be publifhed within their kirks, till they were compelled
thereto, fore againft their wills, as after ye fhall hear.

Likeas the committee of the Affembly craved letters of
horning againft the excommunicate bifhops ; but how foon
they were granted, Mr. James Gordon, keeper of his ma-
jefty’s fignet, would in nowife fignet the famen, but went
his way into England with the fignet, where his mafter the
earl of Stirling, fecretary of Scotland, was remaining, be-
caufe the king had forbidden the famen by proclamation,
and ftaid there while Oftober 1639. During his abfence
the lords of council devifed all letters pafling the fignet to
be fupplied by the fubfcription of one named George Had-
den; {uch was the order obferved thenin this kingdom.

Now the bithop of Aberdeen, mifregarding his excoms-
munication and affembly ats, preaches ordinarily after
his accuftomed manner at Old Aberdeen, and upon the
23d of December being Sunday, gave the communion at
the faid kirk to fuch of the parifhioners as was conveened,
and to the marquis of Huntly, being dwelling in Old Aber-
deen, his two fons and other friends, and to the regents of
the King’s College ; but thir regents were thereafter cen-
fured for taking the communion out of an excommunicated
man’s hands, likeas this bifhop’s mouth was fhertly clofed,
2nd he forced to leave the country.

The
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The doctors of Aberdeen were mainly encouraged by
the king’s proclamations; but they fuffered the fmart of
their writings; and as ye heard before how gladly the
lords of fecret council had fubfcribed the king’s confeffion,
{eeing him maintain epifcopacy, they all turn and adhere to
the confeflion and covenant whereby epifcopacy was ab-
jured, to the king’s great grief. p '

About this time John Dugar and his accomplices took
Alexander Forbes alias Plagnie, out of his own houfe of
Bog-fide, fpoiled his goods, bound his hands, and took
him {worn to pay a certain fum of money; fyne left him
at liberty. He meaned himfclf to the marquis of Huntly,
who made him free of his oath, but he was ill requit-
ed therefore. This John Dugar was the father of Pa-
trick Ger, whom James Grant {lew, as is faid before ; he
did great fkaith to the name of Forbes, fuch as the lairds of
Corle, Lefly, and fome others, abufed their bounds and
plundered their cattle, becaufe they were the inftruments
of Gilderoy’s death, and the Forbefles concluded to watch
him coming and going, and get him if they might. This
made him opprefs the Forbefles bounds by all the reft of
the country. J 3

Upon the day of Alexander Keith of
Balmuir brake ward, and was convoyed out of the tolbooth
of Aberdeen in a trunk to a boat ready lying at the fhore,
and tranfported him haflily away, and lands him in An-
gus, where he goes to the place of Inverbrucky, and lies
quietly there; the town of Aberdeen hearing this, and that
they were in great danger of mikle debt for which he was
warded,fent fhortly a company of brave men, and took him
out of that place perforce ; delivered him to the magiftrates
of St.Johnftoun, where he was warded, and in great mifery
lived two or three years, {yne died.

. The Covenanters now begins to watch the caftle of
Edinburgh more {traitly than ever, both day and night, and
fuffered nothing to come in or out but by their leave.

Bottor Scroggie gave the communion on Yooldayin Old
Aberdeen, notwithftanding of all the affembly a&s. The
marquis of . Hamilton caufed tranfport by fea in one of
the king’s fhips called the Swallow, the King’s plate, and
other tapefiry lying in Holyrood-houfe, together with his

own
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owa plate and plenithing out of Hamilton, and had to
London about the laft of-December, and upon Yool-even
takes journey towards London, where he remained {fome
time. : 1 '

Upon the 24th of November Mt, David Bellenden, fon
to the bithop, and parfon of Kincardine, departed this life
in his father’s houfe, and without any funeral fermon was

buried.

e YT N W t—

Anno 1639.

\

Upon the 2d of January 1639 the Conftable of Dundee
diretted a meflenger at arms to publith the declaration and
king’s proclamation aforefaid at the crofs of Dundee, as
the marquis caufed do at Aberdeen ; but there came two
baillies, the one called Cochran, the other called Simpfon,
and protefted againft the famen, and took inftrument there-.
upon, and in the end after fome fpeeches between them
and the meflenger, they violently take and ward him in
their tolbooth, without regard to the king or his laws,
where he remained a long time, and when their will came,
was put to liberty. :

Upon the gth of January, Dotor Guild returns frae the.
aflembly home to Aberdeen; upon the morn being Sun-
day he intended to read the aflembly aéts after fermon,
and names of the excommunicate bithops, but the town of
Aberdeen fent him word they would not hear them read
out of their pulpits, faying, the king’s proclamation charg-
ed his loyal fubje@s not to hear nor obey the famen;

_whereupon Dr. Guild went and preached, but made no -
publication, but he wrote to the table at Edinburgh,
whereupon mikle forrow followed upon Aberdeen.

Mr. David Lindfay parfon of Belhelvie likewife came
home with him, having the like direGtion, and upon the
fame Sunday he went to the pulpit in his own kirk of Bel-
helvie, but before the fermon the marquis of Huntly had
there a meffenger, with a notar, publithing in prefence of
the heill parifhioners the declaration and proclamation

I forefaid,
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forefaid, inhibiting them to hear or obey the affembly ats;
and herewpon inftrument was taken by the meffenger in the
notars hands, {yne departed ; but the faid Mr. David Lind-
fay boldly mifregarded thir proclamations, and after fer-
mon read out thic haill afembly acts withrthe names of the
bifhops who were depofed and excommunicate, as ye have
before, and all the reft of the bithops were only depofed

_but not excommunicate, likeas the index of their haill aéts
was directed by the table (as it was now called) fitting in
Edinburgh, tothe haill kirks within the diocefe of Aber-
deen, to be intimate publickly in manner aforefaid, and or-
der given for holding a committee, to try and cenfure fuch
of the miniftry as would not {ubfcribe the covenant;
whereupon fome fled the country, fome were deprived of
their benefices, but moft of all came in, fware and {tb~
feribed the covenant.

Ye heard before of the clandeftine band, made betwixt
the nobility, miniftry, and others of Scotland, and fome of
the nobles, knights, clergy and others of England. The
truth is, there were abufcs in both kingdoms that needed
reformation in kirk and policy, whilk the country could
not get repaired, fo long as bithops ftood, who were one of
the three eftates in parliament, followed ftill the king, and
in matters queftionable their voices caft the balance;
therefore they conclude to go on upon a courfe and fweep
off the bifhops of both kingdoms, crop and root, and for
that effe¢t to make the Scots begin the play againft eftab-
lifhed laws, and whether the king would or not, tocaft out
our bithops, and they fhould follow, and in the meantime
to fortify and aflift us quietly, and not fuffer the king to be
able to correét us, do what we pleafed. INow the princi-
pal men of our Scots were the marquis of Hamilton, the
carls of Argyll, Rothes, and Caflilis, the lords Lindfay,
Balmerinoch and Couper; having drawn in the body of
puritan minifiers of the burrows of Scotland, who firft de-
viled the abufe to begin at the bithop of Edinburgh, and
tien to alcend by degrees as ye have heard, which tended
to ‘mikle forrow, bleod and mifchief throughont the king’s
haiil dominiens before, all was done, and to the unipeak-
able grief of our gracious fovereign, whom they mightily
abufed witkout refped to his authority.

Now
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Now about this time, or a little before, there came ot
of Germany, from the wars, home to Scotland, a gentle
man of bafe birth, born in Balveny, who had ferved 1 long
and fortunately in the German wars, and cailed to his
name Telt Marifchal Lefly his excellency. His name in-
deed was ——— Lefly, but by his valour attained to this
title Excellency, inferior to none but the king of Sweden,
under whom he ferved amongft his cavalry. This Lefly
having conqueft frac nought, wealth and honour, refolved
to come home to his native country of Scotland, and fettle
himfelf befide his chief the earl of Rothes, as hc did in-
deed, and bought fair lands in Fife; but the earl forefee-
ing the troubles, whereof himfelf was one of the principal
.beginners, took liold of this Lefly, who was both wife and
ﬁout, acquainted him with the plot, and had his advice for
furtherance thereof to his power ; and firft he defired can-
nons to be caft in the Potter-raw by one captain Hamilten 3
he began to drill the earl’s men in Tife, he caufed to fend
to'Holland for ammunition, powder and ball, mufkets, ca-
rabines, piftols, pikes, fwords, and all other fort ¢f necef-
fary arms fit for old and young foldiers in great abundance ;
he caufed fend to Germany, France, Holland, Denmark,
and other countries, for the meft expert and valiant cap-
tains, lieutenants, and other officers, who ‘came in great
hafte upen hope of bloody war, thinking, as they were all
Scots foldiers that came, to make up their fortunes upoa the
ruin of our kingdom, but the Lord did otherwife, bleffed
be his name. He eftablithes a council of war, confifting of
nobles, colonels, captains, and other wife and expert per-
fons, and in the beginning of this month of January began

to caft trenches about the town of Leith.

Ye heard before how the king’s covenant was {fubferib-
ed at Aoerdeen, yet Mr. John Landie mafter of the gram-

ar fchool of Aberdeen, did not {upon his own reafons)
fubﬁribc the fame at that time, but upon the 15th of Ja-
nuary he came to the marquis of Huntly’s houfe in Oid
Aberdeen, and willingly i Jbicrmcd the Confeflion of Faith
and Band of Maiatenance of his own accord, fesqu
trouble.

Upon the 14th of January the name of Forbes bad a
great meeting at -Monymulk, about their own buf mefs.

]2 The
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‘The marquis of Huntly hearing of this mecting, conveen-
ed his friends, about 300 men, at Kintore, upon the 18th
day of january. It is faid he wrote for Monymufk and
others his vaffals, but none came to him except the laird
of Brux, of the name of Forbes; they advifed the mar-
quis to remove out of the Oldtown and go dwell in
New Aberdeen, for fome appearance of ftroubles whilk
was likely to fall cut in the country, and that his -friends
might be better eafed to dwell befide him in New Aber-
deen than in Old Aberdeen, and' divers of his friends
fhould come in competent number, time about, and attend
him upon their own expences; whilk council the marquis’

followed. iy

Now the committee of eftates and kirk, finding their co-
venant fubfcribed, and aéts of affembly proclaimed and in-
timate in peaceable manner, except by {ome of the miniftry,
the haill bithops, and in fpecial the marquis of Huntly and
fome of his friends, and moft part of the town of Aber-
deen and dotors thereof, who wilfully ftood to the king’s
opinion, mifregarding their covenant and affembly aéts,
and not fuffering the famen to be intimate by Dr. Guild
within their kirk, as was done through the haill kirks of
Scotland, obediently ; and that the marquis oppofed all
their doings, by publifhing the king’s proclamation through
the North, thereby bringing the people to miflike their co-
venant and haill procedure: thefe and the like motives
the nobility, barons, burgefles, and minifters take to heart,-
and after mature deliberation, refolve to raife arms, and
. to caufe the marquis and burgh of Aberdeen, dotors, and
. all other outftanding minifters, to come in, and do that
perforce whilk they would not do willingly, asindeed came

over true to pafs, to their great grief and high difpleafure.
The burgh of Aberdeen biding by the king more (toutly
than wifely, and hearing daily of great preparations making
in the fouth, began to look to themfelves, and to ufe all
poflible means for their defence; likeas upon the 17th of
January they began to watch their town, and nightly had
36 men in arms for that effect; they made up their cat-
bands through the haill ftreets; they drefled and cleanfed
their cart pieces, whilk quietly and treacheroufly were alto-
gether
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gether poifoned by the Covenanters within the towns, and
o rammed with ftones that they were with great difficulty
cleanfed. Thus the town being nightly watched, there
came down the ftrest certain of their own collegioners who
were all Covenanters fons within and without the town,
whereof Patrick Lefly burgefs, and Mr. Andrew Cant mini-
fter their fons, were prmc1p1l ones; the watch command-
ed them to their beds, whilk they refnfcd, whereupon they
prefented hagbutts to thefe {cholars, fyne went their way.
Complaint was made againft them upon the morrow for
troubling thé watch; they are forced to come in and ac-
knowledge their offence, and come in the town’s will, but
fundry of them left the town, and went to their covenant-
ing fathers.

Now about that time there came warrant from about 29
carls and lords, by and attour barons, burgefles, and mini-
{texs, in written miffives, and fealed with a common {eal, as
report pafled, fignifying through all Scotland to thir Co-
venanters the great danger they were in for religion, and
that they feared England would rife againft them, willing
them therefore to take up the haill rentals of Scotland, as
well of friend as foz, and to raife 13s. 4d. out of ilk
chalder of vi¢tual or filver rent, for raifing of men, and that
ilk fherifdom fhould try the number of their men, and
arms, and to have all in readinefs as occafion fhould coffer,
and to levy colonels, captaius, enfigns, and ferjeants, and
other officers to train up the men; and they order how com-
miffioners thould be chofen to fit three mounths at the coun-
cil table in Edinburgh their time about, and likewife how
commiffieners fhould be chofen for ruling each prefbytery
and parithin the land, aad fet down inftruétions in write

bout all thir bufinefies, whilk bred great trouble in up-
raking of the rental, and number of men and others above-
written,

Uron the 25th of January Sic Thomas Buarnett of Leys,
a faithful lover and follower of the houfe of Huntly, and
a great covenanter alfo, came to Aberdeen, and in friendiy
manney declared to the marquis that there was a commiites
dircéted frae the council table of Ediaburgh to make pubs
lication of the affembly adts at the mercat crofs of Aberceen,

Fa and
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and likewife to vifit the College of Old Aberdeen, and repair
the faults thereof, and demanded of his lordfhip how he
was pleafed therewith 3 to whom the marquis gave no con-
tented anfwer, as done againft the king’s command ; then
Leys faid, ¢ My lord, I fear thefe things will be done by
an army, but the marquis hcarkenetg not thereunto, and fo
they parted, but it came over true to pafs notwithftanding
the king’s proclamations. i
Upen Thurfday the penult of January the lord Frafer,
the mafter of Forbes, with their friends the laird of Fren-
dranght, the laird of Strichen the baillie of Slains (by di-
retion of the earl of Kinghorn, the lord Yefter, and laird
of Auldbar,as tutors tothe earl of Errol) with many others,
conveened at Turriff, for choofing their commiffioners, to
7o to Edinburgh and remain for three months upon the
common expences of the country. The marquis hearing
of this meeting, fent before an herald and canfed proclaim
at the crofs of Turriff the proclamation and declaration
forefaid; but at ‘their coming they mnade proteftations
againft the fame, and took inftrument thereupon, and went
to the eleion of the commiffioners, and eleéted the laird
of Frendraught and laird of Strichen commiffioners ; {yne
diffolved in peace. ; : 4
‘There were alfo meetings in Banff, Elgin, Forrefs, Nairn,,
Tavernefs, Dornoch, and Thurfe, for choofing of the
commiffioners; but before their meetings the marquis
caufed moft carefully proclaim the forefaid proclamations
and declaration by an herald by tuck of drum, but ftill
proteftations were made, and inflruments taken.
The town of Aberdeen, feeing thir committees, con-
veened the townfhip within the tolbooth, and began to
_choofe out captains, cnfigns, ferjeants, and other officers
for dreilling of their ien in the links, and learning them
to handle their arms 3 but they lofk their travel, as ye fhall
hear.
Ye heard how the marquis of Huntly was advifed to
‘dwell in New Aberdeen; it is {aid he wrote to his coulin
the earl Marifchal for the lend of his houfe in Aberdeen
to dwell in for a time (thinking and taking Marifchal to be
on the king’s fide, as he was not) but he was refufed ; but
the

»*
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the laird of Pitfoddels kindly lent him his honfe, and upon
the laft of Jannary he flitted out of Old Aberdeen, with
his haill family and furniture, and there took up houfe.
It was condefcended among his fricnds, that 24 gentlemen,
whereof there fhould be three barons, fhould weekly at-
te;\d and ferve this marquis in Aberdeen their week about;
and when 24 ‘went out, other 24 to come in, and daily to
eat at the marquis’ table, and ficlike there was eight gen-
tlemen appointed to wateh his ledging in the night their
timd about, with fire and candle ftill burning within the
houfe This order began to be kept upon the 4th of
February, to the marquis’ great expence, and fafhery of his
kin and friends ; but it did no good. A friend, as was
‘thought, wrote to the marquis, defiring him to have a care
of his own perfon, whereupon this order followed, as is
" above written, but it continued not long, for the marquis
left Aberdeen, as ye fhall hear afterwards.

Upon the firft day of February the earl of Montrofe,
the earl of Kinghorn, the laird of Auldbar, and diverfe
other barons of the Covenantcrs and gentlemen, came to
Forfar, head burgh of the fhire of Angus, and held a com-
mittee (by direttion of the tables) within the tolbooth
thereof, to whom came the earl of Southefk, the lord
Ogilvie, the mafter of Spynie, the conftable of Dundee,
and fundry others of the king’s fattion : they were defired
to fubfcribe a new’ covenant, abjuring epifcopacy, &ec.
which fimpliciter they refufed ; then they began to ftent
the king’s lieges within the fhire of Angus. Southefk afked
by what authority they were thus ftenting the king’s
lieges ? Montrofe (beittg his fon in law) anfwered their
warrant was from the table (for fo werée their councxls at
Edinburgh now called) requiring him alfo and the reft that
were prefent to number their men, and have them armed,
and in readinefs to affift the table. Southefk anfivered,
they were all the king’s men, {ubjeét to his férvice, but to
no table nor fubjet fitting thereat, and that their lands
were not {ubjelt to be ftented nor their men numbered,
but at the king’s command, and in his fervice; znd {o they
went away, leaving Montrofe and the'reft in the tolbooth
of Forfar at their committee.

Upon .
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Upon Sunday the 3d of February a folemn falt was
kept at Aberdeen anent the apparent troubles of the king-
dom.

Upon the 7th day of February, Thomas Frafer younger
of Strichen, James I'rafer brother to the lord Lovat, Mr,
Alexander M¢Kcnzie of Cultowie, brother to the earl of
Seaforth, with the town of Invernefs, and’many country-
men, conveened at the faid burgh, hearing of the coming
of William Gordon of Knockefpock at command of the
marquis of Huntly, to furnith and provide the caftle of In-
vernefs with men, meat, and munition, and had with him
mufkets, powder, ball, and other neceffaries for that effeét;
but they gathered together, went betwixt him and the
caftle, and would not fuffer him to enter, and violently
and mafterfully reft and took frae the gentleman his haill
arms, &c. faying this houle pertained not to the’marquis
nor to the king, but only was built for defence of the
country. The gentleman could make no pleafant anfwer,
but took inftrument againft them, and was blyth to win
away. In the meaa time there was a ftrait watch of so
men fet nightly to keep this caftle, furnithed by the M<Ken-
zie’s and Frafers, Rofles, Monros, and other country peo-
ple and clans, and by the town of Invernefs, night about,
and they brake up the gates, doors, and windows of that
ftately caftle, fpoiled the pleafant plenifhing and rich li-
brary of books,and brought all to nought within thathoufe,
inferior to few in the kingdom for decorement. The gen-
tleman returned back, told the marquis, but he was forced
patiently ‘to fuffer this oppreflion, to his great grief and
ikaith.

The table had appointed a committee alfo at Turriff for
ftenting the country and numbering the men, as was done
before at Forfar, and to this cffe€ there convecned the
earls of Montrofe and Kinghorn, the lord Couper, with

- fundry other barons and gentlemen, about nine fcore, well
- horfed, and well armed with buff coats, carabines, fwords,

piftols, and the like arms 3 they came not by Aberdeen,

“but upon Wednefday the 13th of February they lodged

with the tord Frafer at his place of Muchalis, and in the

* country about, and upon the morn being the 14th of Feb-

ruary,
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ruary,they rode from thence toTurriff, having the lord Fra-
fer, one of the committee, with them,and his friends; where
. there met them the mafter of Forbes with his friends and
followers, another of the {aid committee ; the carl of Ma-
rifchall was not there himfelf, but his men, tenants, and
fervants of Buchan and Mar was there, and likewife the
young earl of Errol, his men, tenants and fervants of
Buchan were there, albeit himfelf was but a bairn, about
the number of 8oco men, well horfed and well armed, to-
gether with buff coats, {words, corflets, jacks, piftols, ca-
rabines, hagbutts, and other weapons; thus they took up
the town of Turriff; and placed their mufkets very advan-

-~

tageoufly about the dykes of the kirk yard, and fuch as *

were of the committee fat down within the kirk thereof,
viz. Montrofe, Kinghorn, Couper, Frafer, Forbes, as is be-
fore mentioned.

Now the marquis of Huntly being at the burial of his
aunt the lady Foveran, and daughter to the laird of Gight,
fhort while before this time, and bearing of this committee
to be holden at Thurriff, fome evil difpofed perfon informed
him that he durft not be there that day. The marquis in-
cenfed hereat, came frae the burial to his houfe at Aberdeen,
and thortly writes to his friends to meet him without any
arms except {words, and upon the faid Wedne{day the
13th of February, he loups en in Aberdeen, having his
two fons the lord Gordon' and lord Aboyn, the earl of
Findlater, the mafter of Rae, who was by accident in Aber-
deen, the laird of Drum, the laird of Banff, the laird of
Gight, the laird of Haddo, the laird of Pitfoddels, the
laird of Foveran, the laird of Newtoun, with many others
that meet him. However he lap on in Aberdeen, about
6Gohorfe with him, with fwords, hagbutts,and piftols only,
and upon Wednefday he came to Kelly, the laird of Had-
do’s houfe, at night. Upon the morrow being Thur{day,
and the 14th of February, he lap on, and at the Broad
Foord of Towie, two miles diftant from Turriff, the mar-
quis himfelf began to rank and put his men in order, and
to take the number of them, which was eftimate to be about
two thonfand brave well horfed gentlemen and footmen,

- albeit wanting arms, except fword and fhot, as I have fid.
~ This



1c8 HISTORY OF THE

Thus the marquis came forward in order of battle npon the
north-weft fide of Tursiff in fight of the other company,
looking to one another, without any kind of offence or in-
Jurious words ; the marquis having thus peaceably paft by,
diffolved his company, ilk man to go home, and himfelf
went that night to Forglen, pertaining to the laird of
Banff. The Covenanters heard indeed of the marquis
coming, and therefore they took in the town and bufked
the yard dykes very commodioufly as I have faid, and fee-
ing there was nothing but peace, they hold their commit-
tee within the kirk of ‘Turriff, ftented, taxed and numbered
the men, ordaining them to be in-readinefs with their arms
to attend the table. ‘There came to affift this committee out
of Murray, the laird of Innes, the fheriff of Murray, the
lairds of Plufcarden, Tarbett, Brodie, and others, about
12 fcore brave well horfed gentlemen. Upon the faid
14th of February this committee diffolved in peace, and the
lords returned back to Muchalls, the reft lodged that night
at Inverury and Kintore; upon the morn they rode to
Dunotter, where they were made welcome, and Marifchall
there declared himfelf clearly. to be a Covenanter, whilk
was doubtful before, and {o ilk man went home. The
marquis of Huntly came frae Forglen to Kelly upon Tri-
day at even, and upon Saturday he returned to his own
lodging in New Aberdeen.

"This bufinefs did no good to the marquis, who was evil
advifed and counfelled to make a fhow of his ftrength and
power, without doing any other fervice ; for the whilk and
other his doings, he was with his friends pitifully borne
down and oppreffed, as ye may hereafter fee. It was faid
the marquis, the bifhop, and town of Aberdeen, and doc-
tors of both Aberdeens, had reccived letters frae the king,
thanking them for their conftancy, intreating perfever-
ance to the end, and approving the dotors for their writ-
ings, promifing to remember their pains, and defiring the
marquis in a {pecial manner to ftand ftedfaft to his loyalty,
and that he would fend to Aberdeen 3000 foldiers to de-
fend the town and north country round about, with mo-
ney, powder, ball, ammunition, and all other things necel~
fary by fea, whilk letters encouraged the marquis, the

town,
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town, and all; likeas the marquis read this letter to his
people whom he loved, going to Turriff, whereat they
mightily rejoiced, and made them to ftand out againft the
Covenanters to the uttermoft, to their great thame and dif-
grace, as ye may hereafter fee.

The town of Aterdeen fearing that this committee
fhould be holden in their town coming back frae Turriff,
'began to make preparations for their own defence, refolv-
ing not to give them entrance if they happened to come;
and to that effet began to big up their own back gates,
clofes, and ports, have their cat-bands in readinefs, their
cannon clear and in good order to gainftand them and their
doings (if they came) to the uttermoft; but they were
fhortly pacified, becaufe thir people neither came nor went
paft by Aberdeen, but rode the highway by Muchalls.

Right fuae the members of the King’s College of Aber-
deen, pofleft with the like fear that they fhould come and
-hold a committee within their college, by procurement of
Mr. John Lundie, as ye have heard, who without warrant
defired the bifhop of Aberdeen as alleged chancellor, Mr.
James Sandilands canonift, and Doétor William Gordon
Doctor of Medicine, to be removed, as unneceflary mem-
bers, frae the faid College, and unlawfully brought in and
eftablithed by umquhile Patrick bifhop of Aberdeen againft
the foundation fet down by umquhile king James, taking
up the rents without any lawful fervice, whilk rather be-
longed to the mafters and inward members of the faid Col-
lege, who carefully attended their claffes for upbringing of
youth. The forefaid petition was given in before the Ge-
neral Affembly without warrant of the College members,
yet was well heard by the affembly, who ordained a com-
mittee to coine and vifit the faid College ; the which com-
ing to the mafters ears, they accufed Mr. John Lundie for
pafling by his commiffion, and giving in fuch a petition, and
accufed him before bifhop Bellenden and other outward
members of the {aid College, aileging he had wronged the
liberties of the houfe, by drawing them under cenfure of a
committee of the affembly, who were only anfierable to
the king and council for any offence or overfight; but the
faid Mr. John Lundie pleaded guilty and confeffed his er-

ror,
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ror, and by an aét (not fubfcribed with his hand) confeffed
he had no warrant nor commiffion to the effe& aforefaid.
But the mafters being under fear that the committee hol-
den at Turriff would come and vifit their College in their
home-going, therefore they fet their haill ftudents to liberty,
clofed up the gates,and ilk man went a fundry way, think-
ing if they came they fhould find faft gates, and no man
there to abide their cenfure 3 but they were difappointed of
their expeétation, and fecing they came not, they con-
veened their {cholars, and ilk man fell to his own ftudy
and charge calmly and quietly.
About the gth of March there came to Aberdeen an
- imprinted declaration, declaring how his majefty with
patience had fuffered our Scots Covenanters’ difloyal proce-
dure; who-under pretext of religion had turned rebels,
without any ground of religion for their warrant; how
they had ufed frequent convocations of his lieges, gnarded
his caftles, kept affembly after they were difcharged, fet
down ftents, taxations, and impofitions upon his good fub-
jedts for maintenance of war againft the laws of the king-
dom ; how feditious pafquils were daily written and print-
ed and fent to England, whereof his majefty had feen the
principal miffive direted out of Scotland. It likewife de-
_clared how by fubfcribing of this covenant the Englith
preachers denied his majefty’s fupremacy and oath of al-
legiance ; that his majefty would maintain epifcopacy, and
that he had no mind to alter or charge any material point of
religion ; that his Confeflion and our Confeffion of Faith
was but one; that the inbringing of ‘the fervice books, was
to make God to be worthipped throughout all his domi-
nions, after one form and manner; declaring alfo the haill
Covenanters, for this illegal procedure, to be traitors ; and
ordained this proclamation to be read at the church doors
of every parifh church in England, that the Chriftian world
might fee how he was abufed, and how his majefty was
forced to take up arms, charging therefore and command-
ing the nobles, earls, lords, knights, &c. throughout all
England to mufter their men and inroll their names, that
his majefty might know their number, and to meet him at
York 1n their beft arms upon the — day of March
" NCXL.
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pext. Thir letters were dated the 27th of Tebroary.
How foon this proclamation was publifthed to the town of
Aberdeen, they rejoiced heartily thereat, but all their mirth
foon turned into mourning. They defired this proclama-.
tionto be publifhed at the Scots parifh kirks alfo, but none
durft offer to do the famen.

Upon Sunday the 24th of February, about 18 gentlemen
of the names of Frafer, Rofs and Cummine, pafling the wa-
ter of Findorn in a fifh-boat, were pitifully drowned.

Upon the 27th of February the earl Marifchal muftered
his men, tenants, and fervants within his lands of Kintore
and Skene, and inrolled their names {o ftrictly, that few
men were left to hold or drive the plough. There was
alfo a meeting amongft the Forbefles and Frafers at Mo-
nymusk about this time.

The town of Aberdeen, ftill trufting to the king’s let-
ters and protection, and hearing the Covenanters were raif-
ing forces to come to Aberdeen and compel them to yield
to their will, whether they would or not, refolved to bide
the worft, and by the marquis’ advice began to try what
provifion was within the town, in cafe they were befieged 5
next they began to caft ditches by his advice, and advice of
Colonel Johnftoun, who all this time was in the town
drilling up the town’s foldiers, and upon the firft day of
March fell to work and digged deep ditches frae the Gal-
lowgate port, down the north-fide of the town to the Caftle-
hill, and about the hill, and upon the fouth-fide cf the
town they raifed up timber {conces anent the loch, where-
by the town’s mufqueteers might fafely ftand and molefk
the cnemy ; they had the like {conces upon the Gallow-
gate port upon the hill; they had eleven pieces of ord-
nance, which was planted moft commodioufly upon the
town ftreets, ilk piece having a timber {conce for foldiers

-to defend the fame ; and thus were they bufy man and wo-
man making great preparations to hold them out who
would not be holden out by them, as ye may fhortly hear.

Upon the faid firft of March Mr. Andrew Cant mini-
fter at Pitfligo, came with his wife and children to Old

- Aberdeen, where he lodged all night, and upon the'morn
being Sunday, on his journey preached at Banchory Dev-
K nick,
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nick, to whom flocked feveral puritans out of Aberdeen to
hear him ; he was tranfported from Pitfligo to Newbottle,
and was now upon his journey thither ; a greatCovenanter,
very bufy in thir alterations, and a mortal enemy to thebi-
fhops : he was thereafter tranfported from Newbottle to
Aberdeen.

Now the Covenanters have daily meetings at their coun-
cil table at Edinburgh, men taken up in the fouth country,
and daily muftering, commiffioners alfo appointed to take
up their number, and fee their order and armour; they
omitted no occafion to advance their purpofes. But the
bithops lay ftill and beheld all ftedfaftly, depending on the
king’s proteCtion and defence, as he had often promifed,
and in the mean time the country is brought under great
fear.

About this time Mr. John Hay minifter 2t Rafford, Mr.
David Dunbar minifter at Ardclath, and William Rois pro-
voft of Nairn, all Covenanters and commiffioners of the
General Affembly, came to Elgin, met with the bithop of
Murray coming frae fermon at the kirk door of Elgin, and
there publicly intimate to him of his deprivation, charging
him alfo to make his public repentance; whereupon they
took inftrument. The bithop fecing matters to go fo,
left off to preach any more, albeit he preached after his
deprivation till now : he left off to preach ilk Sunday, ac-
cording to his cuftom, and refolves to keep his caftle of
Spynie clofe, and come no more out, having furnithed the
fame with men, munition, and victuals, and refolved to
keep this firength to the uttermoft, but he forced to give
it over before all was dote.

Theking’s proclamation was not fuffered here to be pub-
liflied as in Enﬂl'md, but altogether fuppreft, alleging they
were there all called traitors who were of the covenant,
againft all order, for none fhould be proclaimed traitors
till firft they betried, affized, and legally convicted of trea-
fon in council or parlnment, according to the Scottifh
laws, and that his majefty ought not upon evil information
of their enemies go about to proclaim them traitors without
advice of the lords of council ; and fo would not fuffer them
to be publithed.

Upon
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Upon the 14th of March there was a meeting among
the nobles and others at Perth, where the earls of Argyl
and Montrof'e, the lord Couper and mafter of Forbes, and
fome others were. It wasfaid Argyl wrote to his good-
brother the marquis of Huntly, defiring him to be at this
convention, or thén fend his eldeft fon; but he wrote

- back his excufe, faying, he could not come himfelf, and
his fon was but young; but he thould fend a comm'ﬂ‘oner
there, as he did, and fent Do&or Gordon to Perth. This
convention continued till the 18th of March, fyne diffolv-
ed. It was faid the marquis of Huntly was defired by
Argyl’s letter to meet him at Brechin, but the marquis

_excufed himfelf, faying,-be could not win. Argyl urged.
a meeting with him quietly, cither at Brechin or Fetter-

cairn, to have communed about. thir affairs, but he flill
refufed. He was alfo divers times advertifed by fome of
his friends, that if he would not concur and aflift the Co-
venanters defigns, he fhould be carried to Edinburgh and
warded in the Caftle thereof, but he mifregarded all coun-
fel, albeit it affuredly came to pafs to his fhame and fkaith.
He would not leave the king, but daily looked for help from
his majefty, wherein he was’ deéeived. The earl of Arg}l
fecing he could get no meeting of the marquis, let him
alone, and from this convention rode to Argyl. Ilk ane
of the reft rode a fundry gate, and Dr. Gordon came home

. to the marquis to Aberdecn.

About this time the Covenanters begam alfo to caft forti- .
fications and trenches about Leith, by advice and direétion
of the forefaid Felt Marifchal Lefly, both men and women
came running to the work. This Lefly wrote alfo to Ger-
many, France, Holland, and divers other parts, for expert
captains and other officers, to whom came a number of
brave officers, thinking to make up a fortune in their na~
tive kingdom, how foon the troubles began that werc
daily looked for.

Sir Alexander Gordon of Cluny, knight baronet, being
fent by the marquis to go to the king by land, returned to
Aberdeen by feain one of the king’s yachts upon the gth of
March. 'This yacht guarded and convoyed another mer-~
chant fhip to the port of the faid burgh, wherein there was

K 2 2Q00
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2000 mufkets, bandeliers and mufket ftaves, 1000 pikes
with harnefs and arms both for footmen and horfemen,
carabines, piftols, lead and match and powder ; thir arms
were brought on fhore, and delivered to the marquis upon
the 17th of March. The town of Aberdeen entertained
the captain of this yacht kindly, and had a night watch of
fourfcore mufketeers to fave and defend her from all dan-
ger fo long as fhe lay within the harbour; the laird -of
Cluny brought the captain over to his own houfe in the
Cldtown, and made him good chear. Now thir arms
came frae the king to the marquis, whilk he diftributed to
fuch as would buy, and give their tickets for payment at
Martinmas of fuch fums as were agreed on, or then to re-
ftore fuch arms as they bought, back again to the faid mar-
quis at the faid term. The laird of Cluny brought letters
alfo frae the king to the marquis, with a lieutenantry. Di-
verfe came and bought of thir arms, and gave their tickets
for payment of what they bought. Now this lieutenantry
coming home (whether paft our Scots feals or not, I cannot
tell) but he accepted the fame gladly, and fent for fuch
men as wanted arms, of his own, dwelling in Strathboggie,
Gartly, Enzie, and Auchindown, who came to Aberdeen,
‘about 530 men, on foot for the moft part, whom he fur-
nithed ; they came to the town in good order and array,
and fhortly returned back to their own houfes, about or
upon the 1gth of March.

Upon Friday the 22d of March the bithop of Aberdeen
flitted and removed from his own houfe in Old Aberdeen
over to the town, and dweltin Thomas Cargill’s houfe in
thefe troublefome times for his better fecurity 5 but he was
forced at lafk to flee the country alfo.

The marquis’ lieutenantry extended from the North wa-
ter to Caithnefs inclufive, which he caufed proclaim at the
crofs of Aberdeen upon the 16th of March, bearing thefe
words, ¢ George marquis of Huntly, earl of Eugie, lord
Gordon, &c. his majefty’s licutenant in the North, from the
North Water of Esk to Caithnefs inclufive, to our lovites
and heralds, purfuivants, meﬂ”engers, conjunétly and fe-
xerally {pecially conftitute, greeting. Forasmikle as
it concerns his majeﬁys lieges of whatfomever quality,

rank,
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rank, or condition, to be fufficiently provided, and bein rea-
dinefs prepared with all diligénce to repair when and
where he thinks fitting, upon 48 hours advertifement,
with 15 days lone. Thefe are therefore to require and
command you, or any of you, upon fight hereof, that ye
pafs to the mercat crofs of New Aberdeen, head burgh of
the fhire thereof, and there by open proclamation in his
majefty’s name and authority, make due and lawful publi~
cation of the premifes, and withal, in his faid majelty’s
name, and in our name as his lieutenant, to require, com-
mand, and charge all and fundry earls, lords, barons, he-
ritors, fheriffs, provofts, and baillies within burrows, and
all other his majefty’s lieges as well in burgh as land, re-
gality as royalty, of whatfoever quality, rank or condition,
betwixt 6o or 16, to be fufficiently provided in arms, and
to be in readinefs, and prepared with 15 days provifion, to
rife, concur, aflift, and fet forward with his majefty’s lieu-
tenant in his majefty’s fervice, or with any others anthorifed
by us, whenfoever we fhall caufe give due and lawful ad-
vertifement upon 48 hours to that effect; as alfo we re-
quire and command you in our {overeign lord’s name, and
in our name, as licutenant aforefiid, exprefsly to inhibit
and difcharge all convocations whatfomever of his ma-
jefty’s good fubjeits, at whatfomever time or place here-
after, not being authorifed by our warrant, as they will an-
fwer at their higheft peril, whereanent thir prefents thall
be your fufficient warrant. Subfcribed at Aberdeen the
16th of March 1639. Sic fubfcribitur, Huntlie.” Hefent
out the like charges againft the lord Frafer, the lairds of
Monymusk, Leys, Kenmuck, and divers others of the
prime Covenanters in the country of Buchan, Mar, Mearns,
Garioch, and divers other parts in the North ; and ficlike
charging the anticovenanters, nobles, barons, and gentry,
to meet him as lieutenant, and in their beft arms, with ¢
days provifion, upon the 25th of March, conform to the
charge above-written, at Inverurie, as the place appointed 3
likeas in all hafte he fent and caufed make proclamation in
manner forefaid at the mercat crofs of Baaff, Elgin, Torres,

Nairn, and other burrows North.
Notwithftanding of this licutenantry, and charges and
proclamations following thereupon, there was little or no
¥z ebzdience

.
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obedience given thereto, but the Covenanters (having their
own intelligence from the council table) mifregarded the
fame entirely, thinking once to be mafters of the arms that
were come to the marquis, as they were indeed hereafter.

Now as the marquis is thus occupied, the Oldtown and
Spital bounds was muftered upon the 22d day of March,
and ranked and numbered with the men of Seatoun; in pre-
fence of the bifhop of Aberdeen and the laird of Clunie his
baillie depute, at the Dovecoat Green, and eftimate to the
number of eight fcore men, for the moft part feeble, weak,.
and vnarmed; the marquis direéted threefcore muskets
and ftaves, powder, lead, and match, and thirty pikes for
helping to arm thir people, and took their tickets for the
price or reftitution forefaid. Now the Oldtown people thus
armed with the people of Spital and Seatoun, were all
charged to go meet the marquis of Huntly the forefaid 25th
of March at Inverurie, with 15 days lone, which they
obeyed, and went out of the Spital, Oldtown and Sea-
toun 200 men, with divers musketeers of New Aberdeen ;.
thus were the country people drawn to fuch extremity that
they knew not whom to obey, whether the king’s pro-
clamation and lieutenant’s charges, or the Covenanters
commands. 4

Upon the forefaid 22d of March the College of Old
Aberdeen was left defolate ; the malters, members, and
ftudents took all the flight, hearing the Covenanters com~
ing with irrefiftible forces, and clofed up the College gates..
"They had received before of the marquis’ armour 20 muf-
Kkets, and 30 pikes, for defence ofithe College, but they did
little fervice, being plundered from them afterwards.

Upon the 25th of March being Monday, the marquis.
went to horfe at Aberdeen with 100 horfe, having the lord
Scatoun then in his company, with his children, and rode.
altogether that fame day to Inverurie, and left orders to.
teanfport the haill family out of Aberdcen to Strathboggie,
whilk was done, becaufe he had gottén fure information
that the Covenanters were coming with an army in all
hafte to Aberdeen, and again{t himfelf alfo. However
he rides forwards to Inverury upon the hearing of the Co-
venanters coming, and for the particular reafon following ;

which.
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which was, he being in Aberdeen, there came to him
James Burnett of Craigmyle, with fome other well affeted
friends, thewing that the Covenanters were gathering, and
that they had a convention to be at Old Mentrofe, thortly -
refolving to come to Aberdeen, and publith the aflembly
aéts, and vifit the Oldtown College, and to take order with
the anticovenanters in their country in all hafte; feeing
the haill kingdom was obedient except Aberdeen, and the
marquis and fome of the North, and therefore defired him
out of love (without any warrant) that he would be pleafed
to behold them to go on, otherwife they were making fuch
preparation that they would come and might not be refift-
ed; thereafter they went to the council of ‘Aberdeen, de-
firing them willingly to come in and fubfcribe the cove-
nant, obey the affembly a&s, and fuffer them to be pub-
lithed, and fuffer the Cldtown College to be vifited, and ‘
contribute in expences and all other things with the Cove-
nanters frae the beginning of this-bufinefs ; otherwife it
would ftand to their {hame and skaith beyond their ex-
peftation. The marquis, the provoft, and baillies, heard
all, but gave little anfwer to their friends ; however they
go to council, to fee what was beft to be done, and in the
end concluded, that the marquis fhould fend to this con-
vention, holden by the Covenanters at” Montrofe, two
friends in commiffion, and the town fhould fend cther twa
commiflioners to them, to underftand thir Covenanters
minds, likeas his lordfhip fent Robert Gordon of Straloch,
and Doctor Gordon niedicinar in Old Aberdeen, and the
town fent Doétor Johnfton phyfician, and George Mori-
fon burgefs in Aberdeen, upon the 21t of March, to Old
Montrofe, where the earls of Montrofe and Argyl, the
lord Couper, and divers other Covenanters, had their
meting. ‘The commiffioners declared they were fent frae
the marquis and town of Aberdeen (hearing of their ga-
thering of forces) to demand if they had any intention
againft them, or to purfue, injure, or moleft them.by arms ;
if they had fuch intention, to advertife them, whereby they
mightbe upon their guard, if otherwife to fend affurance to
them by write of their peaceable refolutions. Whereunta
anfwer was made to the faid commiffioners, that they were

not
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not to do any wrong violently but to fuch as flood out
againft them and their covenant, and that they would
ftrive to compel them to yield who would not fubmit wil-
lingly ; further affurance by write they would not grant.
The commiffioners told how the marquis and town of
Aberdeen were peaceably fet, obedient to the king and his
laws, and daily withing the weal and quiet of the kingdom,
and therefore looked rot to be invaded or punithed with-
out doing any wrong. The commiflicners got no other
anfwer, but returned to Aberdeen and told the marquis
and town their anfwer, and that there was great appear-
ance of trouble to follow, whilk bred no {mall mifcon-
tentment to the marquis, and great fear to the burgh of A-
berdeen ; upon receipt of this anfwer the marquis haftily
refolves to leave Aberdeen in the midft of their diftrefes,
takes his children with him, and leaves diretion to his fer-
vants to flit and remove themfelves after him to Strath-
boggie, goes to horfe, and upon the 25th of March comes
to Inverurie, where there met him about 5ooo brave men,
whereof there were about 1ooo horfe in good order and
well armed; but the earl of Findlater, swwhom he chiefly
expelted, came not there ; the marquis caufes draw thein
up in order of battle, and was glad of their coming ; they
came, fome for fear of and obedience to the lieutenantry,
but moft part were of his own vaflals; friends, and follow-
ers 3 after this view they encamped there all night, and up-
on the morrow the marquis goes to council, where it was
found expedient to diffolve this army, in refpect of the
great army coming from the South, who had great affift-
ance here in the North, ready to meet them, which he
could not refift nor defend. Whereupon the marquis,
after with a good countenance thanking the people for their
obedient coming, gave them leave to go home without
more ado, and fo diffolves them, and he himfelf rides to
Strathboggic. ~Many marvelled at this purpofe; fome
were of opinion that the marquis might have ftayed and
given the Ccvenanters battle, others alleged it was moft
dangerous, the chance of war being uncertair, fo that if he
had fought and been overcome, his kin, friends and their
lands had been entirely fpoilzied, and undone without any

appear-
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appearance of help or recovery. And though it happened
him to be viGorious, yet the Covenanters were able to re-
new the battle and bring the whole power of the country
againft him, which he was unable to gainftand, and had no
hope of help from the king. Howl{oever men thought of
this affair, the marquis took this courfe and diffolved, as
faid is.

About this fame time the marquis’ foot poft called
‘William Nicolfon, after going to the king with letters, in
his coming home again was taken by the Covenanters, and
his letters mafterfully taken frac him, whereat the marquis
was offended, .as he had reafon, for his own letters were
kept up againft himfelf 5 yet it was willingly done by the
poft, for which he was afterwards hanged.

‘Word came alfo that the Caftle of Edinburgh was ren-
dered by one called Hadden, brother to the laird
of Glenlogie, under-captain thereof, to the town of Edin-
burgh, and taken in by them.

The noble burgh of Aberdeen being daily affured of
the coming of an army, and confidering and pondering the
anfwer which came frae the Covenanters to them, and
withal how the marquis had left them, in whom they had
great confidence, and of his deferting his army at Inverurie,
and feeing no help came frae the king, they began then to
be heartlefs and comfortlefs, and entirely to defpair, not
knowing what courfe to take, the town being alfo divided
amongft themfelves, fome following the king, and fome
the Covenanters ; at laft, “after diverfe confultations, they
concluded to give it over and to quit the caufe, and to
think all their pains and travel in this bufinefs clearly loft;
and therefore feeing they were not able to make defence
againft the incoming of this army, refolved to caft their
fwords from their {ides, whilk were then daily worn, leave
off their muftering, cafting of ditches, keeping of watches
or catbands, removed their ordnance off the ftreets with
their fortifications, threw open their ports, and made them
ready to give the army peaceable entrance within the town
without impediment, fuppofe fore againft their wills, and in
the mean time each man began to look to his own particu-
lar weal for efchewing this imminent danger ; fome remov-

ed
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ed their beft goods out of the way, others fled the town
with their families; amongft others there fied - beyond
fea 6o of the braveft men and youths of Aberdeen well
armed with fwords, mufkets and bandileers; they took
one of the town’s colours and their drummer with them,
and refolved to go to the king. 'Thus they all fled before
they fhould be compelled to fubfcribe the covenant, con-
tribute in expences, or fee the affembly aés publithed,.
whilk they had fo long withftcod before; others bade
within the town, fuch as Mr. Alexander Jaffray provott,
the baillies, and other Covenanters. About the 28th of
March the forefaid 6o perfons fhipped at Torrie in a fhip
attending them there, with whom fhipped Doctor Leflie
principal of the King’s College, Dr. Baron profeflor of di-
vinity, Dr. Sibbald one of the minifters of Aberdeen, Dr
Rofs and Dr. Guild two of the town’s minifters, but Dr.
Rofs might not flee becaufe he was fick at that time; they
all fled to England, except Guild who fled to Holland ;
there alfo (hipped with them the lairds of Drum, Pitfod-
dels, young Foveran and Balgouny, with Mr. Alexander
Irvine, Robert Irvine, and fome others, and upon the faid
28th of March hoift up fail, and to the king go they.
Doctor Forbes of Corfe, Doltor Scroggie minifter at Old
Aberdeen, and Mr. Gilbert Rofs reader, fled all to the
country. Mr. Alexander Middleton, Mr. Alexander Gar-
den, and Mr. Alexander Scroggie regents, with Robert
Ogilvie {ub-principal of the King’s College, threw up the
gates of the college, and fet the ftudents at liberty, and
themfelves fled through the country. This was done up-
on the 22d of March. ‘The bithop of Aberdeen, with
John Bellenden his {fon, Mr. John Bellenden his brother,
and John Blackwater his fervitor, flees upon the 27th of
March, and through the country goes he.

The laird of Ethie in Angus, with fome friends, anti-
covenanters, fled his country, and fhipped for France; he
is driven by tempefl to Dunbar; they all are taken, fhip and
goods, and warded, yet upon conditions they are fet at li-
berty, and their goods reftored.

Now our Aberdeen’s men and country barons fed all to

the king to complain upon the diforders of the land, ﬁut
they
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they loft zll their travel, and were forced to come home
again, except Doctor Baron, who died at Berwick in Au-
guft, and Dr. Sibbald ftayed in England, and Dr. Guild
returned alfo frae Holland.

The bithop of Aberdeen was ill thought of by the Co-
venanters for preaching ilk Sabbath day till the 24th of
March, and giving of the communion after he was excom-
municated, but he preached no more after that. Thusthe
affembly forefaid, without authority of the king, and ex-
prefsly againft his command, excommunicated and de.
pofed bifhops as they pleafed, to the admiration of many,
againft the laws and their confciences.

Now the minifters of Edinburgh and elfewhere begin
to preach boldly out of the pulpits, exhorting the people
to maintain this good caufe ; whereupon they went on furi-
oufly by their perfuxfion in defence of this Covenant, with-
out the king’s warrant or authority.

The council table finding that they had gotten obedi-
ence through all the burrows of Scotland, and through the
country alfo, and none to ftand out but Aberdeen, and the
Do&ors thereof, with the marquis of Huntly his friends
and followers, and fome of the country minifters who
took their dependance frae the king againft them and their
covenant, and would not hear the affembly acts publithed
within their kirk, fubfcribe their Covenant, nor contribute
with them ; that they were cafting ditches, and ufing de-
vices to defend themfelves; and that the marquis of Hunt-
ly was dwelling among them, the bithops alfo of the fame
town giving adviceand council ; that the marquis had got-
ten home arms, with a lieutenantry, to crofs their defigns;
upon thir reafons, and divers others, they raife arms in the
South, and haftily direé&ts Mr. James Baird and Mr. Gib-
fon, two advocates in Edinburgh, to go quickly to the
North, and caufe the Covenanters there conveen and meet
their army at Aberdeen, which they did, and therewith re-
folved either to bring the marquis, the burgh of Aberdeen
and their doftors and minifters, and all other outftanders,
to come in and fubfcribe their Covenant, and to do all
. -other obedience willingly, otherwife to compel them by
force of arms to do the fame; and upon this refolution
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they lift their army with great diligence. In the mean
time the lord Trafer, the mafter of Forbes, the earl of Er-
rol (being but a young bairn) his men, tenants, and fer-
vants, under the conduct of the laird of Delgaty, the lord
Pitfligo (being alfo but a bairn) his men, tenants, and fer-
vants, under the conduct of Alexander Forbes of Boyndlie
his tutor, with diverfe other barons and gentlemen, Cove-
nanters, conveened upon the 28th of March at Kintore,
about the number of 2000 men, horfe and foot, ready to
meet the Southland Covenanters at Aberdeen, as they
were dire¢ted. From Kintore they came in order of battle
to Old Aberdeen, where part of them were lodged that
night, but the moft part lay in the fields about the Old-
town, abiding the coming of the other army, upon whilk
Friday the 29th of March there came in the evening to the
north-{ide of the Tollo-hill, befide Banchory-Devenick on
Dee-fide, within three miles of Aberdeen, the earl of Mon-
trofe, lord general, the earl Marifchal, the earl Kinghorn,
the lord Erskine, the lord Carnegie, the lord Elcho, his
excellency Felt Marifchal Lefly, with a well prepared
army, both of foot and horfe, drawn out of the fheriff-
doms of Fife, Perth, Angus, Mearns, and burrows there-
of. They were eftimate to be about 9gooo men, horfe,
and foot, with the carriages ; they had two cartons or quar-
ter cannons following them, with twelve piece of other ord-
nance ; they might eafily come to Aberdeen that might,
having daylight enough, but they would not come, bnt
ftented their pavilions upon the faid hill, and refted there
all night. Upon the morrow being Saturday, they came
in order of battle well armed both on horfe and foot, each:
horleman having at leaft five thot, with a carabine in his
hand, two piftols by his fides,and other two by his faddle,
the pikemen in their ranks with pike and fword; the
musketeers in their rank, with musket, ftaff, bandelier,
fword, powder, ball and match; each’ company both of
horfe and foot had their captains, lieutenants, enfigns,
ferjeants, and other officers and commanders, all for the
moft part in buff coats, and in goodly order. They had
five colours or cnfigns, whereof the earl of Montrofe
had one, having the motto < for religion, the covenant,
and the courtry.”  The earl of Marifchal had one, the ear}
o
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of Kinghorn had one, and the town of Dundee had twos
they had trumpeters to ilk company of horfemen, and
drammers to ilk company of footmen; they had their
meat, drink, and other provifion carried with them, all
done by the advice of the faid Felt marifchal Lefly, whoe
council general Montrofe followed in this bufinefs. Now
in feemly order and good array this army came forward,
and entered the burgh of Aberdeen about ten hours in' the
morning at the Upper Kirk-gate Port, fyne came down the
Broadgate and Caftlegate, out at the Juftice Port, to the
Queen’s Links direCtly. Here it is to be noted, that few
or none of this army wanted a blue ribband, but the lord
Gordon and fome others of the marquis’ family had a rib-
band when they were dwelling in the town, of a red flefh
colour, which they wore in their hats, and called it the
Royal Ribband, as a fign of their love and loyalty to the king
In defpite and derifion thereof this blue ribband was worn,
and called the Covenanters Ribband by the haill foldiers of
the army, who would not hear of the royal ribband, fuch
was their pride and malice. There came to the Links the
fame Saturday frae the Oldtown and fields thereabout, the
lord Frafer, the mafter of Forbes, the laird of Delgaty, the
tutor of Pitfligo, the earl Marifchal’s men in Buchan, with
diverfe other barons, their men, tenants and fervants, about
the number of 2000 horfe and foot, and meet with the
army in kindly manner; thortly after their coming a general
mufter was made of the haill army, which was eftimate a-
bout eleven thoufand horfe and foot, carriage horfe and
" all; mufter being made, all men were commanded by found
of trumpet in general Montrofc’ name to go to breakfafk
either in the Links or in the town. The general himfelf,
nobles, captains, and commanders for the moft part, and
foldiers, fat down in the Links, and of their own provifion,
with a fervit on their knee, took Lreakfaft ; others went to
the town, and as they were commanded returned fhortly to
the army, who complained that they were not made wel-
come, and paid dear for what they got. However an-
other view was taken of the army, and fome weak armlefs
bodies got liberty from the general to go home; thereafter
the general fent for the provoft Mr. Alexander ]aﬂ‘rayé
¢ L . an
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and told him that his foldiers who went to the town could
not get welcome nor meat, albeit he direéted them to take
nothing for nought, and for fuch as they got they were
extortioned ; he faid the town of Aberdeenupon their great
expences and fore travel was cafting ditches to ftop their
army, and ufing many other devices to withftand their
coming, wherein they proved more wilful than skilful,
and"had loft all their labour ; therefore he commanded the
provoft in all hafte to caufe fill up thefe ditches, to the ef-
fe& his army might pafs and repafs without impediment,
and in the mean time to fee that his foldiers be well enter-
tained without extortion, as occafion offered, all which the
provoft humbly promifed, and performed by caufing the
town’s men haftily fill up the ditches. After thefe fpeeches
the army was again drawn up, and the earl of Kinghorn
with 1500 men had orders to go to Aberdeen, take in the
town and watch the fame, and to fend after the army two
quarter cannon, having a bullet of above 24 pound each.
Conform to this order, Kinghorn, after he had taken his
leave of the general in the Links, came up to the town the
fame Saturday with the lairds of Benholm, Auldbar, and
divers others in his company ; the earl with fome others
lodged in skipper Anderfon’s, to whom came the provoft
and baillies, and rendered to him the keys of the tolbooth,
their kirks and pofts; he caufes quarter his foldiers, and
{et ftrong watch both day and-night at ilk port, none day.
nor night went in or out butby their permiffion ; the gates
were clofed ilk evening, and opened in the mornirg about
4 o'clock. Now brave Aberdeen, who went wifely to
guard themfelves, is brought under fubjection, and com-~
manded by a ftranger governor, becaufe they were loyal
to the king, depended upon his protetion and miflive let-
ters and proclamations, which now againft their expecta-
tion had failed them, to their great grief, fhame, and for-
row, and none of all the burghs of Scotland brought under
this trouble but only Aberdeen ; but patience per force.
Governor Kinghorn, for the earl is now ftiled governor of
Aberdeen, the fame Saturday at night, after he had recciv-
ed the keys of the town, received alio from the lady Pit-
foddels, the keys of her lodging, whercin the mar%uiz
a
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had lodged fhort while before ; but at the delivery of thir
keys, there was a fudden fray among them, occafioned By
a fhot racklefly let go in the fame houfe, where the go-
vernour and lady with others were together. None knew
from whom nor how this fhot came, for all the trial could
be made, in which tumult and confufion the lady Pitfod-
dels loft her purfe, well plenithed with gold and rings, and
could not get the fame again ; and fo fhe took her leave of
the governor of Aberdeen, leaving with him the keys of
her hufband’s houfe, and wanting her purfe alfo, but {he
was reftored back her own keys without further molefta-
tion.

General Montrofe, upon the fame Saturday afternoon,
came notto Aberdeen as the town expeted, but marched
frae the Links to Kintore about 4 afternoon, with his army
in brave order, where they encamped that night, and Sun-
day all ay, having their own minifter preaching. Mon-
day the firft of April they marched to Inverury two miles
diftant, where they encamped all night.

The marquis of Huntly hearing of their march, under-
ftood certainly they were coming for him (as it was indeed)
and to bring him to their opinion per force : he confidered
the time, and faw he could not make his part good, and
that he had gotten no help frae the king as was promifed,
refolved fuddenly to take the beft courfe for himfelf, to
fave his honour, his houfe unfpoilzied, and his friends and
fervants unplundered ; and therefore upon the forefaid firfk
of April he fent Mr. Robert Gordon of Straloch, and Doc-
tor Gordon phyfician in Aberdeen, to Inverury to the
camp, before they thould march any fucther on, and fpeak
with the earl of Montrofe, general, and to defire him to
come, eleven and himfelf, with a fword at ilk man’s fide,.
without any more armour,' to Sparrmuir near Blackhall,
two miles diftant frae the camp, where the marquis of
Huntly thould come with the like number and arms, to
the effe¢t that they might confer together about this bufi-
nefs. 'The general was content by the advice of the nobles,
Felt Marifchal Leflie and others that were in the camp, to
meet the marquis the 4th day of the faid month of April,
being ‘Thurfday.

L2 Upon
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Upon the firft of April governor Kinghorn direéted to
-Old Aberdeen 20 mufketeers to take one of the marquis of
Huntly’s foot pofts'called Jacques, who was prefently come
frae the king with letters to his mafter. He is had to
" Aberdeen, and warded in the tolbooth. Upon Tuefday
the 2d of April he alfo caufed tranfport 12 pieces of ord-.
nance pertaining to the town from off the caufey, and carry
them into the earl Marifchal’s clofe, and anent his gate.

Upon this Tuefday word cameto Aberdeen, that Dum-
britton the king’s houfe was taken in by the Covenanters
by a flight, which'was thus; the captain thereof called
Steuart, a religious gentleman, true to the king, happened
upon a Sunday to go hear devotion at a church without the
Caftle, fearing no evil nor danger, but heis fuddenly taken
by the Covenanters who laid wait for him ; he is compelled
to caft off his cloaths, which are fhortly put on upon an-
other gentleman of his fhape and flature, and put on the
gentleman’s clcaths upon him ; thereafter they command-
ed the captain upon pain of death to tell the watch-word,
which for fear of his life he truly told ; then they go on the
night gnictly unfeen of them in the Caftle, and had this
counterfeit captain with them, who cried the watch-word,
which being heard, the gates are caften open; in goes the
Covenanters with greater power than that was within to
defend it, and take in this firong ftrength, and man and
fortify it to their mind.

The king’s houfe of Dalkeith was alfo taken by the Co-
venanters, out of which they took the royal ornaments of
the crown, fuch as crown, fword, and fcepter, and had them
to the Caftle of Edinburgh, which was alfo taken by them
“before.

Upon the fame Tuefday and fecond of April, there was
a Committee holden within the Gray Friars kirk of New
Aberdeen by governor Kinghorn, the mafter of Forbes
(who came for that purpofe frae the camp) the lairds of
Auldbar, Benholm, Dun, Leys, with fome others. Mr.
David Lindfay Parfon of Belhelvie, was faid to be mode-
rator of this committee, to the which committee upon the
24th of March were fummoned in name of the affembly
and moderator, the principal of the King’s College of Old

Aberdeen,
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;&Berd'cen, the four regents, the canonift, Doftor of Me--
dicine, civilift, facrift, and janitor, founded members there--
of, as alfo the haill Dotors and minifters of Aberdeen,
fuch as John Forbes of Corfe profeflor, Dr. Lefly princi-
pal, Dr. Scroggie minifter at Old Aberdeen; Doctors Ba-
ron, Sibbald, Rofs, three minifters at New, Aberdeen, to-
gether with all the other minifters within'the province or
diocefe, who had not as yet fubfcribed the Covenant, to-
compear upon the fecond day of April, within any of the
Aberdeens where it thould happen the moderator and af-
feffors to be for the time, and there to underly fuch cen-
fure, and with certification contained in the principal fum-
mons. Thus were fummoned both churchmen, nobles,
barons, burgefles, and others. ‘Whereupon the provoft,.
baillies, and council of Aberdeen (who had flifly ftood out
before) came now in per force, fo many of them as were at
home, and had not fled; and divers of the miniftry and
gentlemen and others came all in through plain fear, and
humbly {ubferibe and fwear this covenant, albeit they had
fworn the king’s covenant before. 'The minifters of Aber-
deen would not' comie in upon any condition: to fubfcribe
this covenant, and the principal and members of the King’s
College were not called at this time, fo mothing was done
again{t them. This committee fat all Tuefday, Wednef-
day, Thurf{day, and Friday, then rofe; they continued
fome bufinefs to the 16th of April, and fo diffolved, referr-.
ing the reft to the provincial fynod, to be holden the fore-
faid 16th of April..-

Upon Wednefday the 3d of April governor Kinghorm
caufed take up inventary of fuch goods and gear as was
within the laird of Pitfoddels’ houfe, as well pertaining to
the laird himfelf, as that which the marquis left behind
him, at his removing therefrae ; and inventary being taken,
he caufed deliver ‘back to the lady Pitfoddels her keys,
which he had taken before, without any more ado.

The famen Wednefday the governor caufed quarter the
town of Aberdeen, and commanded the provoft and bail-
lies to fee the fame done, to the effet knowlege might be
had, how the army fhould be fuftained at their back coming..

Thurfday the 4th of April,. the laird of Auldbar with.
fome foldiers came over frae the town to the Oldtown, and

L3 having
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having gotten knowlege that the people had hid fuch arms
as they had from this army, within fome of the kirk vaults,
ne mafterfully took the keys, and meddled with the arms,
but they were all reftored back again, except ten mufkets.
In the mean time fome of his rafcally foldiers began to a-
bufe (which none did before) the bifhop’s ftately palace,
and fpoilzie the fame, againft Auldbar’s will and command-
ment. ?

Ye heard before of a meeting agreed on betwixt the
marquis of Huntly, and general Montrofe ; the 4th of April
being Thurfday, the marquis came with other eleven, with
only fwords by their fides, whereof the lord Oliphant was
one, and his fon James the:lord Aboyne was another;
the general in like manner met him at the place appointed,
with eleven and himfelf, in like arms, whereof the lords
Elcho and Couper were two ; after falutation they lighted
frae their horfes, and upon foot fell to conference, yet no-
thing was ended, yet both took advice till to-morrow ; they
parted, the marquis rode that might two miles frae the
camp to Legat{den, where he fupped and went at night to:
Pitcaple to his bed, and the general returned back again to.
the camp.

Upon the morrow being Friday, and sth of Aprii, the:
faid lords met again in the fame place, where it was faid
the marquis paft fome conditions in write, obliging him to
ftand to the Confeflion of Faith, made in anno 1580 and
1581, and that he would defend the king, the religion,
laws, and liberties of the kingdom to his power; that he
would do his beft to cauje his men, tenants and fervants
fubfcribe the covenant; thir were the conditions whilk
was alleged the marquis fubfcribed and delivered to the
general ; thereafter they parted in peace, without diffimu--
lation as was thonght. 'The marquis went not near the
camp, but ftraight to Strathboggie, and the gencral rode
clofe to the camp, where after confultation they were well
pleafed, and the general praifed for his pains.

Upon the fame Friday and gth of April the lairds of
Benholm and Auldbar came out of the Newtown to Old
Aberdeen, accompanied with foldiers and musketeeers 3
they firlt heard devotion ; Mr. James Martine minifter at

Peterhead:
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Peterhead being with them, preached in the Oldtown kirk
upon the laft verfe of the 28th pfalm; he laboured to con-
demn epifcopacy, and perfuade the people to fubfcribe
the covenant. Sermon being ended, the faid barons, mi-
nifters and others went to the confiftory houfe, where the
Oldtown people alfo flocked ; and although many of them
had fubfcribed the covenant before, yet for fear of trouble
and plundering of their houfes and goods they fubfcribed
the fame over again. Thus the covenant being fubfcribed,
the laird of Auldbar gave them back the keys of their
vaults where their arms lay, that ilk -man might receive
back his own, but there were ten muskets wanting, being
convoyed away before by fome of Auldbar’s foldiers.

In the meantime thir foldiers began to abufe the bithop’s
palace, entered the gates and doors, and began to {poilzie
the fame, but Auldbar (being advertifed thereof) went
himfelf and put them away, fo that there was little wrong
done that day; thereafter they all returned to New Aber-
deen.

This fame Friday word ceme to Aberdeen that the mar-
quis and army had fettled and ended, charging them to
make proclamation through the town for preparing lodg-
ings and entertainment for the army upon their own ex-
pences, whilk was done by the provoft and baillies at the
governor’s command.

Thus upon Saturday the 6th of April the army lifted
their camp from Inverurie, 2nd began to march towards
Aberdeen ; by the way there came and met the army 12
highlandmen, who declared to the general, that the earl of
Argyle their mafter had fent out of his country 5oo men
well armed in" highland fafhion with their officers, to at-
tend the fervice, and his fervice as general; he received
their commiffion gracioufly, thanked the earl of Argyle
their mafter, and directed them to go'and live upon the
lands and beftial pertaining to the lairds of Drum and Pit-
foddels, and to keep togcther unbroken or feparate, and
there to ftay while further advertifement, forbidding them
exprefsly to come near Aberdeen at this time, becaufe the
army was going there ; thus the gentlemen returned to
thir highland company with thefe dire¢tions, which they

took
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took in good part, and lived royally upon the corns and
beftial of the faid ground, to the great hurt and wreck of
the country people ; dnd as this general had dire€ted thir
highlandmen to do, fo he himfelf did during the time his
army was lying at Inverurie, for they plundered frae Tho~
mas Crombie of Kemnay as an anticovenanter, about 22
fcore bolls of viétual, which he had laid up in ftore within:
his girnal, in Kemnay; the earl Marifchal’s men Skene
and Kintore, were bufy about this plundering with
the reft of the foldiers, and it was fold very cheap, at 6s.
8d. the boll, becaufe they could not carry it with them.
The lord Erskine caufed plunder frae Mr. Alexander Reid
fix fcore bolls of victual out of the lands of Kildrummy, the

" laird of Pitfoddels’ grounds of Barrack about this time

was atfo plundered, whilk made them all to come in and
fubfcribe the covenant, albeit they had fubfcribed the king’s
covenant before, and were glad to obtain the general’s
protettion to fave their ground from any further molefta-
tion ; then the army marches on and comes to Aberdeer
the famen Saturday before even, and went not to the Links
to bide, as they did at their outgoing. The general him-
felf, governor Kinghorn, and the reft of the nobles, were
all lodged in Patrick Lefly’s houfe; the reft of the army,
according to their rank, were quartered and well ferved,
but little payment was made therefore, becaufe the general
commanded the provoft and baillies to make provifion and
pay the people for the fame, whilk they did not, to the
hurt of feveral honeft people, who had made the provifion
out of their own purfes, and got no payment from the ma-
giftrates, as faid is.

‘The bifhop of Murray, fearing this army fhould come to
Spynie, had beforchand manned and fortified the fame
ftrongly, for his own defence, which was but folly, and'
to no purpofe; but at this time, fince they got the marquis
of Huntly, they compted for him, but allowed him to keep
his houfe.

However the haill other bifhops, except the archbithop
of Glafgow, who was old and tender,_keeping his bed,
and Mr. John Abernethy bithop of Caithnefs, and the
bithop of Dunkeld, who had dxfclaxmed epifcopacy, and

yielded
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yielded to the affembly ats), were forced to flee into
England for their fafety and protetion. About this {ame
time the bifhop of Rofs’ wife fled her dwelling-houfe in
Chanrie, and went to her brother the minifter of Rothe-
may, and dwelt and remained with him till her hufband
{ent for her.

After the meeting betwixt" the marquis of Huntly and
the general, as ye have heard, many of his friends, fuch as
the lairds of Gight, Haddo, Newtown, Foveran, Pitmed-
den, Harthill, and divers others, came in per force, fecing
no other help, and fubfcribed the covenant; but neither
the fear of this arimy nor nothing elfe could move the
laird of Banff to coine in and fublcribe the covenant, but
foutly ftood out the king’s man, for the which he paid
dear. : :

About this time Donald Farquharfon of Tilliegarmouth,
baillie of the marquis’ lands of Strathaven, having gotten
fome muskets, pikes and other armour frae him while he
was dwelling in Aberdeen, and his fervants bringing home
their armour to him out of Aberdeen at his direétion,
Alexander Strachan of Glenkindic, a great Covenanter,
mafterfully took them by the way, whereat the {aid Do-
naid took great offence, and repaired himfelf afterwards, as
ye may hear.

There was alfo taken by the Covenanters about this
time certain carabines, muskets, pikes, and ammunition,
pertaining to the lord Rae, out of a bark happening by
chance to come to Peterhead, as fhe was carrying them to
Strathnaver, the faid lord’s country. ‘T'he mafter of Rae
being in this country, hearing of this wrong, went and told
the earl Marifchal how his father’s arms were plundered
in his bounds by the Covenanters; the earl gave him no
contentment, but allowed of this wrong, faying his father
was not a good Covenanter, or elfe this had not been done,
and that when the country turned peaceable, he fhould be
reftored them again, and fo the mafter of Rae took his
leave.

Ye heard how the army returned to Aberdeen upon
Saturday the 6th of April 5 upon Sunday thereafter firange
minifters preached through all the pulpits of the town,
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(fecing their own minifters were fled and gone) the nobles
and others filled the churches ; after fermon intimation was
made of the fentence of excommunication pronounced by
Mr., Alexander Henderfon, moderator of the affembly, a-
gainft the archbifhops of St. Andrews and Glafgow, and
the reft of the bithops, charging all men not to hear their
preaching nor bear them company, under pain of kirk
cenfure. .

Mr. Patrick Leflie minifter of Skene (Do&or Scroggie
being fled) tanght this famen Sunday in the Oldtown, and
made intimation of the faid fentence out of the pulpit.

Upon Monday the 8th of April the general took a new
mufter of his army in the Links; fome weak perfons got
leave home; both New and Old Aberdeens were quar-
tered, and the poor people of the Oldtown got no payment
for fuch foldiers as they had.

Upon Tuefday the gth of April the carl of Seaforth, the
mafter of Lovat, and the laird of Innes, with the provoft
of Elgin, and divers other perfons, came out of Rofs and
Murray, about 300 well horfed gentlemen, to falute the
army at Aberdeen, and to offcr their fervice; they were
made welcome, and ftayed to the 13th of April, fyne got
leave and returned home without more employment.

Wednefday the 1oth of April a folemn faft was keeped
through New Aberdeen (but none in Old Aberdeen, for
Dr. Scroggie durft not be feen) both before and afternoon
there was preaching and prayers; Mr. Robert Douglas
minifter at Kirkaldie preached beforenoon ; after fermon he
read out the covenant, and caufed the haill towns people
conveened, who had not yet fub{cribed, both men and wo-
men, to ftand up before him in the kirk, and the men {ub--
fcribed the covenant; thereafter both men and women
were urged to fwear with their uplifted hands to God,
that they did fubfcribe and fwear the covenant willingly
and freely, and from their hearts, and not from any fear
or dread that fhould happen; fyne the kirk diffolved.

But the Lord knows how thir town’s people were brought
under petjury for plain fear, and not from a willing mind,
by tyranny and oppreflion of thir Covenanters, who com~
pelled them to {wear and fubfcribe, {uppofe they knew it

was
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-was againft their hearts. Brave Aberdeen is forced to
obey, notwithftanding they had {mall affurance of the
army of Argyle’s highlandmen, but their goods might be
plundered, the beft whereof they cautioufly convoyed out
of fight ; fo all fware and fubfcribed within the town of
New Aberdeen, except fuch as were happily out of Scot-
land. The king’s covenant and country covenant were
thought to be agreeable in terms, except only that the
country covenant abolithed bifhops, and the king’s cove-
nant approved them, as his majefty alleged.

Upon the forefaid 1oth of April the marquis of Huntly
with his two fons, the lord Gordon and lord Aboyn, came
frae Strathboggie with about 40 horfe, fore againft his
friends will, to New Aberdeen, and lodged in the laird of
Pitfoddels’ houfe ; but whether it was communed betwixt
him and general Montrofe at their conferences, that he
fhould come into the town and vifit him, or whether he
was written for by the general, I know not; but it was
reported he would not have come but upon the general’s
letter. Upon the morrow being Thurfday, there was a

council holden amongft the nobles and others, who fent+

for the marquis, who came, and after fome confultations
this council thortly diffolved, and the marquis returned to
his own lodging. Likeas immediately thereafter, the lord
Frafer, the mafter of Forbes, the laird of Innes, Benholm,
Auldbar, and Mr. David Lindfay parfon of Belhelvie, be-
ing diretted by the faid council to go and vifit the college
of Old Aberdeen, as they who were appointed commif=
fioners for the General Affembly, and the faid Mr. David
Lindfay moderator of this commiffion. The members of
the faid college were fammoned to this committee, except
Mr. William Lefly principal, and Mr. Alexander Scroggie
younger, one of the regents, who fled of fet purpofe from
this work. The reft of the members compeared, and were
ordained to make public repentance, fuch as received the
communion out of the bithop of Aberdeen’s hands after his
excommunication, and this repentance to be at Machar’s
kirk, thereafter to continue in their places; but they were
not put to it, and fo quietly kept their rooms. The ab-
fents were difcharged of their offices 5 Mr, Gilbert Rofs,

cantor,
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cantor, was difcharged as an unprofitable member, Mr.
James Sandilands, canonift, was alfo difcharged, but he
made sappellation to the next General Affembly, and
craftily by moyan got his place, to teach the canon law by
limitation, viz. to teach de matrimonio, teflamentis, and tiends,
becaufe all the reft of thefe laws {melled of popery, as they
alleged. Thefe things being done, they adjourned their
committee to the 15th day of May, and caufed fummon
the haill members to that time, for taking a full order with
* the college, but none came fo keep this committee, but
only the parfon of Belhelvie, and fo wanting affeffors he
could donothing alone. But it is to be marked there were
no ftudents in the college at this time, being all fled before
the incoming of this army.

Upon Sunday the eleventh of April the earl of Argyl’s
highlandmen, at command of general Montrofe, came out
of the bounds of Drum and Pitfoddels and the country
thereabout, where they had very good fare for little pay-
ment, in order of battle, with bagpipes and highland arms,
about 500 men ; they went about the crofs in rank, and
being viewed, the general commanded them to go to their
loedgings, which were prepared within the town for them,
and that they fhould do no wrong, whilk they carefully
obeyed, for which the town gave them oo merks in mo=
ney, when they removed with the foot army.’ :

General Montrofe commanded the magiftrates and coun-
cil of Aberdeen to convesn within their council-houfe,
where the general in prefence of them all declared, that the

B8 outftanding of Aberdeen was the caufe of the coming of

. this army, tending to their great charges and expences,
" and that the town was ordained to pay a hundred thou-
fand merks to fet up their lofs ; whereunto the provoft an-
fwered that they were unable to pay the fame. Then the
general nobly faid, fince ye have fubfcribed our covenant,
we think us all but one, therefore we will not take {o great
a fine from you, upon condition ye contribute with us in
time coming, with men and money, as occafion fhall offer,
and in the mean time give up the names of your neigh-
bours who have fled the town for fear of us, that we may
plunder their goods at our pleafure during their abf’cnce(i

and -
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and likewife with all convenient fpeed to go fortify your
block-houfe with men and cannon, and other neceflaries,
for defence of foreign invafion, if it thall happen at the
water mouth, and withal to lay us down ten thoufand
merks for fupport of our army’s charges. What fhall be
faid ? the town of Aberdeen was forced to pay the famen,
and to promife performance and obedience to all the reft,
but ncither was the block-houfe fortified, nor yet the ab-
fent burgefles houfes plundered. However he ordered
the town to fend over their commiflioners to the green-
table to learn what fine they fhould pay for outftanding
againft the committec as they did, by and attour the ten
thoufand merks. y
Upon Good Friday the 12th of April there was no
preaching in any of the Kirks of Aberdeen, as the ufe
was, but Felt-marifchal Lefly upon this fame day marched
from Aberdeen with the foot army South, and the field
pieces alfo, leaving the horfe behind hm1, with general
Montrofe and the reft of the nobles; he took alfo with
him to the green table the marquis’ boy, called Englifh
Jacques, with another called Gordon, by trade a mafon,
for alleged faying they would fhoot Felt marifchal Lefly,
and were therefore taken and warded in Aberdeen, and
both were bound together and had to Edinburgh, and after
long imprifonment and fharp trials they are found in-
nocent, and fet at liberty out of the tolbooth of Edinburgh.
Now all thefe things being done, the general and nobles
began to think, how they might captivate and treacher-
oufly take the marquis of Huntly away fouth with them,
as doubtlefs they had orders to do, before they came
North, as many men thought ; upon'this {ame Good Fri-
day at even, the general and nobles invited the marquis
-and his two fons to fupper in._their owa lodging in fkip-
per Anderfon’s houfe, where they fupped altogether, and
made merry 5 after fupper they confer with the marguis,
faying it was good to him to quit his licutenantry, and to
fend the fame back again to the king, {hewing that it was
fropped at the feals, and therefore none would give obe-
dience to the fame in thir dangercus times, as alfo to write
to his majefty favourably and friendly of the Covenanters,
M as
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as his good and loyal fubjeéts, and upon the morrow to
fend thir letters and lieutenantry to the king with the laird
of Cluny. The marquis underftanding that his lieute-
nantry was not, nor could be got through the feals as they
faid, and without the fame being paft he would get little”
obedience, refolved fhortly to do as they defired, becaufe
he had fome reafon, and wrote the letters, and in their pre-
fence direted the laird of Cluny to take journey upon the
morrow being Saturday, towards the king: thus all be-
ing ended, the marquis with his two fons took their leave
frae the general and nobles, dnd peaceably came over to
Pitfoddels’ boufe, his own lodging, and prefently directed
a boy to go to Legatfden upon the morrow, to have his
dinner ready, but he was deceived. The lords finding
the marquis to yield moft nobly to their defires, which
they never thought he would do, thinking if he had re-
fufed, to have made fome ground of quarrel to have had
him South, refolved upon another courfe to draw him un-
der, which with reafon they could nowite bring to pafs 3
and firft (the marquis minding no evil) the general caufed
-fet ftrait watches at the fore and back gates of his lodging,
and at the ftable where his horfe ftood, tothe end the mar-
quis might not ride home to Strathboggie, as he intended,
on the morrow, whereof the marquis had no knowledge.
The general and the reft, upon the morrow, being Sa-
turday the 13th of April in the morning, fent in two of
their number to the marquis’ lodging, defiring him with
his two fons to come into the earl Marifchal’s houfe and
{peak with the general ; the marquis wondering at the
watching of his lodging, and now fending for him after he
had taken his leave in a friendly manner, the night be-
fore, but he went in with his two fons to the general, and
after friendly falutations the general begins to makea new
ground of quarrel, and fays.to the marquis, < My lord, I
¢« would defire you to contribute to pay William Dick
¢ 200,000 merks, which was borrowed frae him for lift-
¢ ing this army to come north.” The marquis anfwered,
he was not obliged to pay any part thereof, becaufe it was
borrowed, wared and employed without his advice and
confent, and that he had fpended as mickle in this buﬁn{cfs
for
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for his own part, as any nobleman in the lind had donc.
2dly, He defired him to take James Grant, John Dugar,
and their complices, robbers, bloodfhedders and murder-
ers, and great oppreflors of the country people ; the mar-
quis anfwered, he had no public office or commiifion to
that effect 5 whilk fuppofe he had, James Grant had got-
ten the king’s remiffion, and fo could not take him, and as
for John Dugar, he would concur with the reft of the coun-
try to take him as he was employed. 3dly, He defired the
marquis to agree with the laird of Frendraught, and take
him by the hand, becaufe the covenant admitted of no ha-
tred to ftand unreconciled; he anfwered, what he had
fubfcribed to the general in nowife obliged him to take
Frendraught by the hand, nor would he take him by the
hand on any condition ; the general having propofed and
ufed thefe frivolous petitions and demands, and getting
fuch reafonable anfwers, he then brake up the thing he
moft earneftly would have been at (which was the mar-
quis himfelf) and changes his purpofe, faying, ¢« my lord,
¢ feeing we are all now friends, will ye go South with
¢« us ?” he anfwered, he was not of that mind, nor was
he prepared to go South at this time, becaufe he was going
home to Strathboggie. The oeneral faid, ¢ Your lord-
<« fhip will do well to go \Vlth us.” The marquis feeing
his parpofe, anfwered quickly, ¢« My lord, I came here to
¢ this town, upon affurance that'I fhould come ard go
¢ at my pleafure without moleftation ; and now I fee by
¢ condition my lodging was guarded, that I could not come
¢ out nor in, and now contrary to expectation ye would
¢ take myfelf and carry me to Edinburgh, whether I would
¢ ornot ; this in my opinion feems neither fair nor honour-
¢ able; however,” fays he, ¢ my lord, give me my bond
¢ whilk I gave'you at Inverury, and you fhall have an an-
¢ {wer,” whilk the general obeyed, and delivered to the
marquis. Then he faid, ¢¢ Whether will you take me a
¢ captive to Edinburgh, or willingly of my own mind ”
the general anfwered, ¢« Make your choice.” Then faid
he, « I will not go as a captive but as a volunteer,” where~
upon he comes to the door, and haftily goes to his own
lodging, whilk he finds ftraitly guarded with mufketeers ;

M 2 then
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then he goes in and fits down to breakfaft, fends poft after
the laird of Cluny to ftay his journey, fo that he went no
farther than Edinburgh. Some of the marquis’ friends
thought hardly of his going South, without fome hoftage
left behind for his fafe return, but-the general refufed to
grant any. Thus is this great marquis, his majefty’s lieu-
tenant in the North, a man of fingular {pirit, great courage
and friendfhip, brought under thir ftraits and hard condi-
tions by his fellow fubjeéts for being a loyal fubjett to his
mafter the king, which otherwife they durft not have en-
terprized by their own ftrength and following in thir
parts ; all this he was driven to, and which he moft pa-
tiently fuffered, for the love he has bore to the king his
mafter, his kin and friends; chiefly his children were
grievoufly offended thereat, to fee him taken frae his friends,
and had to Edinburgh among his enemies, who never liked
his‘houfe nor ftanding; and fo after breakfaft the mar-
quis with his two fons the lords Gordon and Aboyn,
made themfelves ready to go. In the meantime the gene-
ral caufes reftore to the provoft and baillies the keys of
their ports, tolbooth, and kirks, with their ordnance, and
plondered not fo much as one musket out of the town;
and gave orders alfo to the magiftrates to pay for their
entertainment while they were quartered in the town ; but
the honeft town’s people got little payment for their fur-
nifhing. 3

All thefe things done, the general with the nobles goto
horfe with the reft, the marquis with hi§ fervants, and his
two fons horfe alfo, trumpets {founding ; the provoft and
baillies caufed bring wine and confelts to the crofs, and
humbly entreated them to drink, which they gladly did,
and the marquis with his two fons alfo. "The marquis
fent his fecond fon the lord Aboyn to Strathboggie by
permiffion and lcave of the general, for bringing of money
to his father, upon promife that he fheuld come quickly
South after them.

Then the trumpets began to found, and the army to
march, with whom went alfo the highlandmen of Lorn
and Argyle, and marched forwards frae Aberdeen, and
that pight came to Dunnotter, where they ftaid till l\gon—

2y,
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day, and then rode all the way together till they came to
Edinburgh, which was upon the rgth of April.

Sunday the 14th of April and Pafch day,”Mr. Thomas
Mitchell parfon of Turriff preached in Old Aberdeen,
Dr. Scroggie our own minifter being fled, but no commu-
nion was given, as was lately ufed.

Upon Monday the r5th of April, according to the ge-
neral’s direction, Aberdeen diretted Mr. John Hay, Mr.
Robert Farquharfon and Mr. John Gray, commiffioners for
the faid burgh of Aberdeen, to the Green Table, to under-
ly and abide their cenfure anent the paying of fuch a fine
as they thould be enjoined, for their ftanding out againft
them and their covenant, and biding by the king and his
covenant ; they were forced to fubmit, and ordained to
pay 40,000 merks of fine, and to fet caution for payment,
or to remain in Edinburgh while it fhould be paid;
whereupon they remained in Edinburgh till order thould ke
had therewith.

Upon Tuefday the 16th of April a provincial Synod or
affembly was holden in New Aberdeen, but not in the
College Kirk of Aberdeen, as they fat before. Mr. David
Lindfay parfon of Belhelvie was moderator ; the rooms of
the abfent minifters of Aberdeen who were fled, fuch as
Dr. Sibbald, Dr. Guild, and Dr. Barron profefior, were
ordered to be filled up again, and the town to be ferved
by other minifters in their ftead within the prefbytery till
the next fynod, to be holden the 16th of May. Syne they
diffolved, and continued their affairs till that time.

Upon the forefaid 16th of April, the lord Aboyn being |
going South with money to his father, and fitting at break-
faft at Parcock, there came to him the laird of Banff, (who
never would yield), the laird of Gight, the laird of Haddo,
the laird of Foveran, and divers others of his kin and
friends, who had fubfcribed the covenant before, and de-
clared plainly he fhould not go South, but bide in the
country, now left headlefs, and that it was too great-a
pledge to have both his father and brother South at the
Green Table already. 'The lord Aboyn yielded to their
defire, and turned back again to Strathboggie with his

father’s trunks, with refolution to ga together for their
M3 defence
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defence of themielves and friends on all occafions; but
this plot didno good, but bred much forrow, as ye may
hear. IR T ;

Word came, that there was a committee to be holden at’
Turriff upon Wednefday the 24th of April, by the earls of
Marifchal and Seaforth, the Lord Frafer and mafter of
Forbes, and {fome others, with their kin and friends, to the
which meeting were warned to come, all fuch perfons who
had not fubfcribed their covenant, and there to fubfcribe
the fame under pain of plundering ; the like pain was never
given out by any king in this kingdom, but now began by
tubjeéts upon fubjeéts without any authority.

The lord Aboyn and Banff, with the reft of their kin
and friends, who had not fub{cribed, hearing of this charge,
(under pain of plundering their houfes and goods), to come
in and fubfcribe the covenant, thought heavy of this charge,
and refolved. to gather together for their own defence; fo
thofe that fubfcribed againft their wills, as well as thofe
who had not fubferibed, flocked together and drew up to
an head, as ye fhall hear.

No letters came frae the king to his loyal fubjets, but
what are intercepted by his rebel fubjets the Covenanters,
and fuch as are fent to his majefty are right fua ufed; fo
they left off frae writing any more, and the country who
depended upon his majefty is now left helplefs.

Monday the 22d of April there was a meeting holden at
Monymufk by the earls of Marifchal and Seaforth, the
lord Frafer and mafter of Forbes, with fundry other ba-
rons of the Covenanters, wha hearing of the lord Aboyn’s
rifing, refolved to continue the committee at "Turriff frae
the 24th of April to the 26th of the {fame month, upon
hopes that by that time there fhould come fundry gentle-
men out of Caithnefs, Sutherland, Murray, Rofs, and
other parts ; and in the meantime they themfelves to meet
again at Kintore the fuid 24th of April ; and fo diffolved.

Upon the 24th of April, the earls of Marifchal and Sea-
forth, the lord Frafer and mafter of Forbes, with fundry
barons and Aberdeen’s burgefles, met together at Kintore,,
where it was concluded that this committee to be holden at
Turriff fhould diffolve and not be holden the 26th of April.

? W Lo
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To this meeting at Kintore, thére came out of Aberdeen
about 5o musketeers at thir nobles command, but they
foon turned back without more ado, fearing the lord A-
boyn’s power and friendfhip to gainftand their committee,
but it was agreed that they fhould meet again in Aberdeen
upon the morrow; fo this night the earl Marifchal had
Seaforth with him to Hallforeft, and keeped him all night.

Upon the 25th of April the forefaid earls and others
met at Aberdeen, to whom came alfo diverfe barons, gen-
tlemen and others, out of Buchan, Mar, and other coun-~
tries, amounting to ‘1000 men, whereof there were 8o
horfemen, and the number of the haill were about 3000
men ; the earl Marifchal takes in the town of Aberdeen at
his own hand, meddied with the keys of the tolbooth,
kirk and ports, quartered the men, who were well enter-
tained but not well paid, guarded the ports that none
came in nor went out without his knowledge, now calling
himfelf governor of Aberdeen, whereat the town’s people
were vexed, yeaand fome for fear left their lodgings defo-
late, others fhifted their beft goods afide, with wae and
forry hearts ; but patience per force.

Now I here leave thém biding and opprefling Aberdeen,
and return to the committee at Turriff, to be holden the
26th of April, where there conveened the earl of Sea-
forth’s friends (himfelf being in Aberdeen) the earl of
Findlater’s friends, the minor earl of Errol’s friends under
the condu& of the laird of Delgaty, the minor lord of Pit-
fligo’s friends, under condu¢t of Alexander Forbes of
Boyndlie his tutor ; the lairds of Innes and Grant came
out of Murray, and their people in haill were eftimated to
be about 1600 men ; but becaufe Marifchal, Seaforth, the
Yord Frafer and the mafter of Forbes, were in Aberdeen,
and came not to Turriff; this committee diffolved, and ilk
man went home, whereat fundry marvelled, being the firft
committee that cver was fo diffolved without more ado.

Now the earls and lords aforefaid being in Aberdeen at
this time, as ye have heard, they there appointéd a com-
mittee to be holden over again at Turriff vpon the 28th day
of May next, and continued all matters to that day. * The
earl Marifchal caufed take out of the laird of Pitfoddel’s

cellar,
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cellar, two barrels full of powder, pertammg to the mar~
quis of Huntly; he delivered back the town’s keys to the
provoﬁ and baillies ; fome got paymient for their enter-
tainment, others wanted, being there Thurfday at night,
Friday all day, and Saturday till 1ftcrnoon, that they got
their leave ; ‘charging them to be in readinefs upon- 24
hours warning. The earl of Seaforth that {ame night took
his leave, and went home; the earl Marifchal removes to
Dunnotter, but fundry honeft mens houfes in Aberdeen
were robbed and fpoilzied, and the people grievoufly op-~
prefled by lowns and limmars that came here at this time,
and were blythe to be quit of them, who had fled the com-
mittee at Turriff only for fear of the lord Aboyn.

Upon Friday the 26th of April, thelaird of Cluny, up-
on fafe conduét frae the Green Table, comes back to Aber-
deen, being ftopped in his journey South as ye have heard.
Marifchal yet being in the town with his army, fends for
him, who upon written affurance, went and had confer-
ance with him, fyne went to the Oldtown, and declared
that the marquis with his eldeft fon were both warded in
the caftle of Edinburgh, and that he had written for his
three daughters, lady Anne, lady Henrietta, and lady Jean
to come to Edinburgh. Cluny ftayed fhort while here,
but rode with his letters frae the marquis to the lord A~
boyn his fon.

Upon: Sunday the 28th of April Dr. Scroggie teached
in Old Aberdeen, who had lived obfcurely in the country
fince March, and now returns to his own charge, and Mr.
Gilbert Rofs to be reader.

The lord Aboyne and his friends hearing of thefe meet-
ings at Monymufk, Kintore, and Aberdeen, and looking
afluredly that they fhould hold their committee at Turriff,
and thereafter plunder the laird of Banff, and the reft who
had not, nor would fubfcribe this covenant ; thereafter by
advice he grows to an head, and conveens of highlandmen
and lowlandmen about 2000 horfe and foot, and refolved
to keep this meeting, or otherwife defend themfelves from
plundering. = Lieutenant Crowner Johnfton was in his com-
pany, a gallant gentleman, who went out of Aberdeen with

. the marquis to Strathboggie, where he remained during
- thefe
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thefe troublefome days, and whofe advice the lord of A-
boyn chiefly followed; but hearing this committee was
adjourned to the 20th of May, they beheld, but keeped ftill
the fields. Tt was faid while the earls Marifchal and Sea-
forth were in Hallforeft, after their meeting at Kintore,
the lord of Aboyn was then in the fields ; and Mr. Ro-
bert Gordon of Straloch and Dr. Gordon in Old Aberdeen,
-~ went to Mari{chal for peace, and to efchew blood, but thsy
got a bleat anfwer, and fo tint their travel.

Ye heard before how the noble marquis of Huntly was
treacheroufly had to Edinburgh 5 he lodges in his ordinary
lodging, well watched ; upon the morrow being Saturday
the 20th of April he and his fon are convoyed up the ftreet
and ignominionfly warded within the Caftle of Edinburgh,
without any other reafon, but becaufe he loved his mafter
the king, and would not follow their courfe, and fubfcribe
their covenant, whilk he would never grant to do willingly,
and therefore his neighbour fubjeéts without law or autho-
rity, at their own hands, would bring him per force to their
opinion ; as firft they raifed an army and came to Inverury,
whilk he could not refift, nor from whom ke could in no
wife flee, either by fea or land, and was forced to tryft and
give his band, no doubt to their contentment 5 thereafter un=
der truft taken South to Edinburgh, againft his will, and
laft of all warded as ye have heard. 'This was this great
and mighty marquis, wife, valourous, and ftout licutenant
of the North, brought under his fellow-fubjects obedience, -
his caftle of Invernefs taken by them, and mafterfully with-
holden frae him; the like injuries that noble houfe never fuf=
tained in any preceeding age ; however he refolved if he
could, he would endure more before he proved difloyal to
his gracious king, and {o beheld patiently. The Green
"Table appointed five guardians to attend wpon him and his
fon night and day, upon his own expences, that none might
come in nor out but by their knowlege.

The Green Table and Covenanters no doubt rendered
great praife and honour to general Montrofe and his com~
pany for bringing Aberdeen under fubjeftion, and the great
marquis of Huntly to Edinburgh, whereby they expected
no more difobedience in the north, wherein they were much

deceived,
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deceived, and whereof they had caufe to repent, in refpeét
of the troubles which followed, and which perhaps the
marquis might have ftopped, if he had be¢n fuffered to bide

~ at home, and not have been fo ufed; no wife tending to

his difgrace, but to the fhame and endlefs indignity of the
devifers and doers thereof. It was faid the king (not know-
ing his warding) fent him letters, whilk were intercepted
and broken up by the Covenanters.

Ye heard of a proclamation fet out by his majefty at
all the parifh churches of England, againit his difobedient
fubjeéts in Scotland ; the Covenanters wrote out an anfier
thereto, called The remonfirance of the nobility, barons, bur-
geffesy miniflers, and commons within the kingdom of Scotland.

“ dmprinted at Edinburgh by Fames Bryfon, the 22d of March

1639. By the whilk they fet down an anfwer to ilk par-
ticnlar reafon contained in the king’s proclamation, and that
they had done no wrong in their haill procedure, and that
any proclamation made in England, or fent down here to
be proclaimed in Scotland, declaring them and the moft
part of the body of the kingdom to be rebels and traitors,
was in itfelf null and unlawful, as done by the king upon
information of wicked and feditious perfons, feeking their
own ends, without advice of council or parliament, who had
dpecial power in declaring matters of treafon, and therefore
had good reafon to ftay the publication of fuch illegal pro-
clamations.

The king alleged, he had princely power and authority
to fet out the like proclamations againft his rebellious fub=
Jjelts, without confent of council or parliament, being a
born monarch, and not an eletive king, fubject to none
but Almighty God, and alfo that he might without their
advice denounce open war and hoftility againft his rebel
fubje&ts for their difobedience and rebellion; neverthelefs
the king’s proclamation is proudly ftopped from being pro-
claimed, as his majefty defired, left thereby the hearts of
the people might be drawn from their fworn covenant.
‘The king’s mind was never to abolith bithops, but truly to
maintain them in their rents and dignities, and declared the
fame by proclamation about this time at thie Crofs of Edin

burgh; but the Covenanters compeared and made protefta-
tions
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tions againft the fame, -as contrary to their aflembly lately _ '

holden at Glafgow, whereby bifhops were abfolutely abo-
lithed, and the kirk to be governed by feflions, prefbyteries,
provincial and general affemblies.

About the 28th of April the drum was fent through
Aberdeen, that no fither boat fhould fpeak with any ftran-
ger fhips that fhould come to the road, which was done
by advertifement from the Green Table, but no fhips came
at this time.

Monday the 29th of April lady Ann Gordon, lady Hen-
rietta, and lady Jean, her two fifters, came frae Strathbog-
gie to Aberdeen, and frae that went to Edinburgh and
{upped with the marquis at the Caftle, but on the morrow
the Green Table caufed tranfport them frae the Caftle
to their lodging, and would not fuffer them to bide
befide their father, to his further difpleafure, and beyond
his expeétation, when he fent North for them; and he was
fo watched, that none of his bairns,.friends, nor fervants,
could come nor go but by advice of this Green Table, and
in the meantime was dealt with by the Covenanters to {ub-
{cribe the Covénant, which he would never grant to do, but
at the king’s command, as by a paper fet out by himfelf
called, ¢« The marquis of Huntly’s Reply to certain noble-
¢ men, gentlemen, and minifters, Covenanters in Scotland,
¢ fent from their affociates to fignify to him that it behov-
¢« ed him either to affift their defigns, or to be carried to
¢ prifon in the Caftle of Edinburgh ; 20th of April 1639.
¢« Now publithed, becaufe of a falfe copy thereof lately
¢« printed without authority or his own confent, and print-
«¢ ed at London by Robert Young, his majefty’s printer for
¢¢ Scotland, 1640.”

The marquis of Huntly's reply to certain noblemen, &'e.

<« To be your prifoner, is by much the lefs difpleafing to
me, that my accufation is for nothing elfe but loyalty,
«¢ and that T have been brought into this eftate by fuch un-
¢¢ fair means, as can never be made appear honourable in
¢¢ thofe who ufed them.

¢« Whereas you offer liberty, upon condition of my enter-
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ing into your covenant, I am not fo bad a merchant as .-
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<¢ to buyit with the lofs of my conftience, fidelity and ho-
¢t nour, which in fo doing I fhould make accompt to be
¢« wholly perithed. I have already given my faith to my
¢ prince, upon whofe head this crewn by all law of nature
¢ and nations is juftly fallen, and I will falfify that faith by
¢¢ joining with any in a pretence of religion, which my own
<« judgment cannot excufe from rebellion; for it is well
known that in the primitive church, no arms were hol-
¢¢ den lawful, being lifted by fubjeéts againft their prince,
¢¢: though the whole frame of Chriftianity was then in quef-
¢ tion; whereas you would encourage me to be a partaker
¢ with you, by your hopes of fupply from France and
< other foreign nations, together with your fo good intel-
¢ ligence in England, as no danger will come from thence.
<«¢ Let me tell you, that in my opinion thir reafons are but
¢¢ vain, the French being now more ftraitly tied than be-
<t fore to uphold the authority of our facred fovereign by a
«¢ new cemented league of marriage, whereby their intereft
< in his majefty’s progeny will overbalance you, though
¢« your caufe were better ; other foreigners are merely un-
¢« able by their own diftraétions, and the Englith have
<< ever been ftrong for-us, when only their own king and
¢ not ours too did lead them ; for my own part, Iam in your
¢ power, and refolve not to leave that foul title of traitor
¢ as an inheritance to my pofterity. You may take my head
¢ from my fhoulders, but not my heart from my fovereign.”

This reply is dated the 20th of April, upon whilk day he
was warded in the Caftle of Edinburgh ; no doubt he was
hafted thereto upon fight of this his noble reply, whereby
his loyalty to his mafter the king may be cleariy feen, his
taking difhonourably the Covenanters courfe, not well
grounded, and their hopes of help weak and uncertain,
Now I leave this noble marquis {till in ward till afterwards.
Yet it feems he knew not the {triét combination betwixt us
and England, as hereafter may appear.

In the month of April Dr. John Gordon minifter at El-
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- gin fled his charge; he was firft deprived for not figning

the covenant, fyne went to England, where he got a kirk,

and lived quictly there during the time of thefe troubles.
Ye heard before how the bifhops fled into England, but
none durft come back again to their places, and the king is
grieved
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-grieved and daily vexed with their complaints and main-
tenance. P

About this time Donald Farquharfon and fome high-
landmen of Brae of Mar, came down to the Mearns and
plundered the earl Marifchal’s bounds of Strathauchan
whereat the earl was highly offended. 3

Upon Thur(day the 2d of May there came to the Firth
of Forth a navy of thips, whereof there were 4 thips royal
and 26 other fhips, well furnifhed with men, meatand mu-
nition, captains and commanders, whereof the lord mar-
quis of Hamilton was admiral ; there were three thoufand
foldiers ‘appointed to be landed in the North, for defence
of his majefty’s loyal {ubjeés, with four months provi-
fions, and all materials neceffary for that effeét ; and his ma-
jefty gave his letters patent to the faid marquis of Hamil-
ton for that fervice, trufting to his loyalty. This expedition,
fo much tending to the king’s honour, wherein his majeity
was clearly deceived, as ye fhall hear, loft his travel and ex-
pences, amounting to 13,000 pounds fterling, whilk he
caufed deliver to the faid admiral for furnifhing all things
neceflary for this army. How foon thir fhips are feen
come up Forth, the bonfires were fet up in Fife and Lo-
thian, and ilk county, to advertife other for conveening
haftily together in arms. Edinburgh goes haftily to work,
but many within that town, Dundee and Montrole, were,
fore aftonithed and affrighted, that knew not the fectet of
things; fome fled, fome fet their goods afide without juft
caufe, for the marquis of Hamilton was admiral, as is before
noticed ; and we were affured of his favour and friendfhip,
and that he would do no fkaith to 2 Covenanter, bat for
tafhion’s fake, we made muftering of men in Fife and Lo-
thian, and through the country.

At this fame time thefe who had fled out of Aberdeen
and out of the country, hearing of the coming of this navy
for their relief, haftily embarked in a Kirkaldy fhip, about
the number of 48 perfons, and came forward ; but their
fhip being fpied by the adiniral, he caufes take her, and
take out her ordnance and mariners, and place them in one
of his fleet, fyne direfted mariners of his own to convoy our
Aberdonians in their Kirkaldy bark.

Ty " The
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The lord Aboyn upon his own reafons caufed break
up his army, and ilk man to go home to his own houfe,
and fuddenly upon Friday.the 3d 'of May fhipped in the
Tugie at Crooked-haven, with fome féw perfons, and to his
majefty goes he.  His departure was joyful to his enemies,
and forrowful to his friends, who had kythed with him,
efpecially the lairds of Gight, Haddo, Foveran, Uday,
Newtown, Pitmedden, Tippertie, Harthill, and others,
who had followed him after they had fubfcribed the Co-
venant. The laird of Banff, and fome other barons and
gentlemen, feeing the lord Aboyn’s fudden departure, be-
gan to look to themfelves, and had a meeting at Auchter-
lefs the 7th of May.

The names of Forbes and Frafer had likewife a meeting
at Inverurie upon the 8th of May, and likewife a great
mceting holden at Edinburgh among the Covenanters the
{aid day.

Upon this fame 8th of May the barons, fuch as Banff,
Gight, Haddo, Cromartie, Foveran, Crombie, and fome
others, with lieutenant Crowner Johnfton, about 8o horfe
and 6o foot, came to the kirk yard of Ellon, and fentto the
laird of Kenmuck, being in his own houfe of Arduthie, de-
«firing him to refufe the country covenant and fubfcribe the |
king’s covenant. There happened to be with the laird of
Kenmuck, the lairds of Watertown and Auchmacoy, with
about 18 perfons ; he returned anfwer, he could not per-
, jure himfelf and leave his covenant ; however they did no
more wrong to-him, and fome went in and drank friendly in _
his houfe; they urged others likewife to quit this cove-
venant, but came no {peed. There were together the lairds
of Banff and Gight, the young laird of Cromartie, with
fome others, who with lieutenant Crowner Johnfton upon
the roth of May intended to come to the place of Towie
Barclay, and there to take out fuch arms, mufkets, guns,
and carabines as the lairds of Delgatie and Towie Barclay
had plundercd from the faid young laird of Cromartie, out
of the place of Balquholly; butithappened the lord Frafer
and mafter of Forbes to fee their coming, {o they manned the
houfe of Towie, clofed the yeatts, and 'Thot dnverfc thot frae
the houfe head, where a fervant of the laird of Gight’s was

fhot



TROUBLES IN SCOTLAND., 149

thot called David Prott. 'The barons fecing they could not
mend themfelves, left the houfe, thinking it no vaffalage to
ftay while they were flain; fyne without more ado rode
their way. But here it is to be marked, that this was the
firft time that blood was drawn here fince the beginning
of the covenant.

Word came to Aberdeen, that the king was coming
to Berwick with a land army, and before his incoming,
he had feat a proclamation to be proclaimed at all the
mercat croffes in Scotland, bearing in effeCt his majefty’s
great patience and gracious proceeding from time to time
fince the beginning of thir uproars, as his proclamations
often made before, bearing his loving intentions, clearly
do declare ; and now as before, nowife willing to trouble
his antient kingdom of Scotland, if fo be the Covenanters
would break their lawlefs covenant, and diffolve; render
and reftore his own caftles, fec at liberty fuch as they had
without warrant warded and incarcerated, and reftore apd

___reftore fuch minifters and paftors to the churéhes whom
“they had violently thruft out, and diverfe other articles ;
and that the Covenanters fhould acknowlege their difor-
der, afk mercy for the fame, and promife loyal obedience
in all time coming. Upon thir conditions his majefty
would moft freely and gracioufly pardon and forgive all by-
gone fanlts, free them from all fears anent inbringing altera-
tions or changesin church or policy, and that he fhould in-
dit a parliament anent the lawfulnefs or unlawfulnefs of
of their laft General Affembly holden in Glafgow, and
ftrive in every thing to give his good fubjeéts pleafure and
contentment. Otherwife, if the Covenanters would refofe
thefe his majefty’s moft gracious offers, that then fe did
proteft before the King of Kings, that if he was compelled
to draw his fword for their rebellious behaviour, that the
innocent blood fhould not be craved at his hands, but at
their hands who were the procurers and workers thereof ;
and therewithal by this proclamation denounced open war
and hottility againft thir rebellious Covenanters, with pro-
mife of mercy and forgivenefs to all fuch as by conftraint or
fear had fubfcribed the fame, and likewife with power to
all the commoners, labourers of the ground, tenants, fer~
N 2 Vants,
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vants, and yeomanry, not to pay mail-duty or fervice to
their mafters who were Covenanters, vrae this time forth;
and ik tenant to pay half of their mails, farms and duties
to the king, the other half to pertain to themfelves, and
to keep their tacks and poffeflions for payment of half
" duty to the king allenarly, and nothing to be paid to their
covenanting mafters, heritors of the fame; and further
charging and commanding them to go on in his majefty’s
fervice, with force of arms, fire and {word againft the Cc-
venanters, promifing maintenance and afliftance, and a free
remiffion of what hurt and prejudice followed thereupon.
This proclamation, containing diverfe other claufes, and
conditions, was imprinted, but howf{oever it was his ma-
jefty’s will and command that this proclamation fhould be
publickly proclaimed at the crofs of Edinburgh and other
burrows of Scotland, yet no obedience was given thereto,
but was mafterfully fropped and concealed by the Green
Table, left being proclaimed, his majefty’s lieges fhould
hearken thereto, and fiee the covenant, and leave the caufe
manlefs, and therefore no herald, purfuivant nor meflenger
durft hazard for fear of their lives to go proclaim the {fame.
This printed proclamation came to Aberdeen about the 14th
of May, but the king was not come to Berwick, but lying
ftill at Newcaftle, and could get no obedience in this point.

There came orders frae the Green Table about this
time to Aberdeen, charging them to tran{port their 12
pieces of ordnance to Montrofe, for certain caufes, whilk
the town thought hardly of ; firft in refpet the king him-
felf had gifted the town fix of thefe pieces, and next in re-
{pec of the trouble of carrying them, and fo they fat this
charge, and nothing followed thereupon.

Ye heard before how the committee to be holden at
Turriff was adjourned to the 2oth of May. Now there be-
gan to gather, to keep this committee, the earl Marifchal’s
men of Buchan, himfelf being abfent, the young earl of.
Errol’s men, the minor lord of Pitfligo’s men, with their
captains and leaders, the lord Frafer, the mafter of Forbes,
_ the lairds of Delgatie, Towie Barclay, Ludquharn, Craigie-
var, Lcht, Skene, Tolquhon and Watertown, being pre-
fent, and divers others their kin, friends, men, tenants, and
fervants, and were eftimate to be about 1200 horfef and

Qot 3
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- foot; and on Monday the 13th of May they came for-
ward to Turriff, thinking there to abide while the 20th,
that more forces might gather together, to hold their com-
mittee, and thereafter to go in feir of war upon the laird
of Banff and fuch others as had affifted the lord Aboyn,
to plunder their goods and take their perfons and abufe
them at their pleafure. But how foon the barons (who had
affifted Aboyn) heard of this meeting, they refolved thortly
to wait upon the {ame and conveen, the lairds of Banff,
Abergeldie, Haddo, Young Cromartie, Craig, Auchin-
dore, Foveran, Crombie, Gight, Newtown, Harthill, Udny,
and lieutenant Crowner Johnfton, with divers other brave
gentlemen, about the number of 800 horfe and foot, with
fome good commanders, fuch as Arthur Forbes of Black-
town, &c. and quickly brought out of Strathboggie 4'brafen
field pieces, and underftanding the Covenanters forces to
increale daily, therefore they {toutly refolved to be at them
in time, and to go on with all diligence 5 for this committee
was to be holden at Turriff the 20th of May, and the Co-
venanters came to Turriff upon the Monday before being
the 13th of May, thinking there to abide till the 20th, and
then to hold their committee : but the barons quickly fol-
lowed, and that fame Monday, about ten o’clocK at night
they began to march in very quiet and fober manner, and
by the peep of day came by an unexpefted way (whereof °
the Covenanters had no knowlege) to the town of Tur-
riff';. the trumpets began fhortly to found, and the drums
to beat. The Covenanters, whereof fome were fleeping,
others drinking and {moaking tobacco, others walking up
and down, hearing the noife of drums and trumpets, ran
to their arms and confufedly to array, and by this time both
the Covenanters and anti-covenanters are in fight of one .
another, in order of battle ; there were two fhots fhot out
of the earl of Errol’s houfe againft the barons, whilk they
quickly anfwered with two field pieces; then the Covenant-
ers began on hot fervice, and the baroas alfo, and fhot
many musket fhot; then the barons fhot a field piece in
among them, which did no skaith, but frighted the com-
mons ; at laft another field piece was difcharged, which
made them all take the flight for fear ; they followed the

N3 , chace ;
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chace; the lord Frafer was faid to have foul foldmgs, but
wan away ; the lairds of Echt and Skene, and fome others,
were taken prifoners; there were fome hurt, fome flain;

the barons founded the retreat, and came prefently back to

Turriff, where they took mear and drink at their pleafure,

and flyed Mr. Thomas Mitchell minifter at Turriff very
fore ; and fo this committee was after this manner dif-

charged at this time ; likeas upon Wednefday the 15th of
May the barons, with Banff, and lieutenant Johnfton, rode

frac Turriff to New Aberdeen, about 80oo horfe; they

plundered the laird of Kenmuck and his brother’s horfe out

of a ftable in Aberdeen, becaufe they had fubfcribed the

Covenant ; but they got their horfe again.

The Covenanters hearing of this trott of Turriff, and
that they were come into Aberdeen, began to hide their
goods, and to flee out of the town for fafety of their lives,
marvelling at the overthrow of the meeting of Turriff,
whilk was the firft fince the beginning of the covenant.
However the barons at their own hands meddle with the
town keys of the kirks and ports and tolbooth of Aber-
deen, fet firait watches, lodged their men chiefly in the
Covenanters houfes, fuch as Mr. Matthew Lum{den’s, Pa-
trick Leflie’s, Mr. William Moir’s, Walter Cochran’s, the
Burnets and the Jaffrays, who had fled the town for fear of
their lives, except Mr. Alexander Jaffray provoft, who for
fhame could not well fiee ; and the Covenanters wives and
bairns keeped their houfes and furnifhied the foldiers abun-
dantly ; the reft werc fuftained upon-the common charge.
o doubt this was very grievous to Aberdeen, to be fo ufed
by each party that were mafters of the field; whereas all
the other burrows of Scotland lived both firft and laft at
great reft and quietnefs.

"The forefaid 15th of May, Mr. David Lindfay parfon of
Belhelvie came to the college of Old Aberdeen, there to
have holden a committee 5 but finding neither mafters nor
ftudents within, all being difperfed and fled, the houfe left
defolate, and the gates clofed, he takes mﬁrulm nt that he
could get no entrance, and went to the town, where Mr.
Robcrt Ogilvie the fubprincipal (hs 1ppemng to be at home)
followed and def 1red him to come back again, and he (hould

have
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have patent gates, but he refufed fo to do; whereupon
the fubprincipal alfo took inftruments, and fo parted.

The barons being come into Aberdeen, upon Wednef-
day the 15th of May they ftayed there all night, and Thuri-
day, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Thofe of the barons
and gentry who came not firft into Aberdeen, now daily
came in, fuch as the lairds of Gight, Haddo, Foveran,
Newtown, Harthill, Udny, Craig, Auchindore, and Aber-
geldy 5 the gentlemen of Enzie and Strathboggie, with the
tenants and fervants of the lairds of Drum and Pitfqddels,
howbeit themfelves had fled the kingdom; many Cove-
nanters of the name of Forbes, through plain fear came
into Aberdeen, and yielded to the barons; but no Cove-
nanters of the town’s men durft be feen upon the caufe-

- way, and their houfes were well quartered with foldiers,
as well as the anti-covenanters were quartered by general
Montrofe or the earl Marifchal before ; but all were fuf~
tained upon the town’s charges, for neithet Covenanters
nor anti-covenanters got payment worth a plack. The
barons with their men in Aberdeen were eftimate to be a-
bout the number of 500 horfemen and 700 footmen, be-
fides Lodowick the marquis of Huntly’s fourth fon, who
came down Dee-fide with fome highlandmen out of Brae of
Mar, under Donald Farquharfon and the laird of Aber-
geldy, and diver{e others, among whom was James Grant
the {fome-time rebel, with his followers, about 500 men;
they took in the place of Durris, pertaining to John Forbes
of Leflie, 2 great Covenanter: there was little plenifhing
left unconveyed away before their coming : but they got
good beer and ale, brake up girnels, and baked good ban-
nocks at the fire, and drank merrily upon the laird’s beft
drink, fyne carried away with them as mickle vi&ual as
they could carry, which they could not get eaten and de-
ftroyed, and then removed from that to Echt, Skene, Mo-
nymufk, and other houfes pertaining to the name of Forbes,
all great Covenanters. The laird of Glenkindy’s bounds
was alfo plundered at this time by Donald Farquharfon,
for taking of his arms away, as ye have heard before.

The barons refolving to go to Durris, and {poilzie what
was left, rendered the keys back to the town of Aberdeen,

- and
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and upon Monday the 20th of May they rode out about the-
number forefaid ; but by the way it is to be remarked, that
the barons having come vi¢torious frae Turriff to Aber-
deen, they thought beft to fend John Leith of Harthill and
Mr. William Lum{den advocate in Aberdeen, upon the 14th
of May, to Dunnotter, to found the earl Mari{chal’s mind,.
what he thought of this bufinefs, and to underftand if his
lordfhip would behold them, or if he would raife forces
againft them, whereby they might be on their guard ; where-
unto the earl anfwered, that he could fay nothing till
he had eight days leifure to be.advifed with his friends.
It is faid the earl was not well content with thir commif-
fioners, and fcarce gavethema hearing, theonebeingin man-
ner a peafant, and the other a papift, and fo they return with
this anfwer to the barons, whereat they were not well con-
tent. Thereafter Mr. Robert Gordon of Straloch and
James Burnet of Craigmyle, brother german to the laird
of Leys, two peaceable fet men, and fearing great troubles
fhortly to follow if the barons kept the fields, being af-
fured an army would be raifed up againft them ; theythere-
fore laboured to get the barons to break up their army, for
efchewing of innocent blood ; and to this effect they rode
both to Dunnotter and fpake with the ear]l Mari{chal, who
declared to them he had no intention to raife an army, ex-
cept ke had orders from the Table; and if the barons would
diflolve their army, he would give them lawful time of ad-
vertilement to reconveen their forces for their own defence;
and in the meantime that they fhould not trouble nor mo-
left Marifchal’s ground. 'Thir fpeeches was thought to be
paft, but there was no write therenpon, and Mariichal de-
nied thefe terms of communing; afterwards the barons up-
on the 20th of May rode up Dee-fide to Durris, and plun-
dered what they could get from the name of Forbes and o-
ther Covenanters; they were led by lieutenant Crowner
Johnfton, Crowner Garden, captain Ker, and Arthur
Forbes of Blacktown, expert and brave Commanders, with
fome others, who kept their council of war daily while
they flayed in Aberdeen within the tolbooth ; and general
Jobnfton fer his wit and policy was honoured among them
all, and had the firft place at all their mectings ; after the

plun-



TROUBLES IN SCOTLAND. 155

plundering of Durris, the barons hearing no word of raif-
ing of forces, and confident of Mr. Robert Gordon and
James Burnet their fpeeches, refolved to difband their
army, and ilk man to go home to his own houfe, and let
the highlandmen go plunder up and down amongt the Co-
venanters as they belt pleafed ; and fo unhappily they dif=
folved their army upon the 21{t of May, and that famen
night there only returned back to Aberdecn the barons with
about 30 horfe ; they ftaid Wednefday all day till Thurf-
day morning ; they did no wrong within the town, but liv~
ed npon their cwn expences at this time. In the meantime
the earl Marifchal having fure intelligence of the {caling of
the barons army, began haftily to conveen forces through

Angus and Mearns, and comes to Tollo-hill befide Ban- -

chory Devonick upon the 23d of May being Thur{day, with
about oo horfe and foot. ‘The major part of the barons
being in Aberdeen, looking for nothing lefs than this army,
according to the commiflioners fpeech, except upon lawful
advertifement, evidently now perceived their miftake, and
were highly offended at the fcaling of their army fo rafhly
as they did, without any warrant from the earl Marifchal,
who conftantly refufed any fuch communing with Mr. Ro-
bert Gordon and James Burnett as they had promifed in
his name, and the barons had nobody to blame for this
unlooked-for difgrace but their two commiffioners, to whom
they gave too much credit in this bufinefs.

In this mean time Mr. David Lindfay parfon of Belhel-
vie, came in upon the 16th of May to keep the fynod at
Aberdeen, according to the laft ordinance. Divers other
minifters came alfo ; himfelf preached and touched the anti-
covenanters npon perjury and promife againft their cove-
nant oath and fubfcription, whercat the barons forefaid be-
ing in Aberdeen, took exception. - After fermon, as the cuf-
tom is, the minifters fat down in the feflion-houfe, and called
over their names and marked the ablents, but the lord Fra-
fer and mafter of Forbes, the laird of Towie Barclay, and the
reft of the laick elders, came not to this fub-fynod, becanfe
the barons were in the town before them, fo without more
bufinefs the {ynod diffolve, but the moderator and his wife’s
horfes were plundered out of the ftable,and himfelf narrow=

ly
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ly efcaped, otherwife he would have been reproved for his
bold preaching againft the barons in their own hearing
within the kirk.

Now to return to the barons ; they feeing themfelves un-
able to meet the earl Marifchal, refolved to quit the town,
did no wrong, but took their entertainment; and upon
Thurfday morning the 23d of May they rode therefrae to-
wards Strathboggie, about 30 horfe, where they had a
mecting the 24th, but did no good but mifchief to them-
felves, as ye fhall hear.

Upon Sunday the 19th of May the barons being in A-
berdeen, the bifhop Bellenden came pertly to his lodging
in New- Aberdeen, with his ordinary fervants, fyne upon
the morrow came over to the Oldtown to fee his own pa-
lace, and returned back to New Aberdeen again, where he
durft not bide long, but was forced again to flee.

How foon the table underftood how the barons were re-
ceipted in Aberdeen, they fhortly caufed ward Mr. Tho-
mas Gray, Mr. Robert Farquhar, John Hay, and George
Morifon their commiffioners, until payment were made of
their {ine of 40,000 merks; but it was not taken up, by
reafon of the pacification; but they were otherwife piti-
fully fined, as in the fequel of this hiftory fhall be made
appear.

, Now the famen Thurf{day that the barons left Aberdeen,
the earl Marifchal raifes his army from Tollo-hill, and
comes in to Aberdeen, and of new again takes in the town,
meddles with the keys of the ports, kirks and tolbooth, and
quarters his foldiers through the haill houfes thereof 5 the
anti-covenanters feeing his coming, thifted their goods, and
fome locked up their gates and houfe doors, and ilk ane
went a fundry way.

The bifhop of Aberdeen John Bellenden, his fon, and
Mr. John Bellenden his nephew, and John Blackwood his
fervitor, the laird of Cromartie younger, Mr. Alexander In-
nes parfon of Rothemay, Mr. Alexander Scroggie, one of
the regents of the King’s College of Old Aberdeen, and fome
others that fame day that Marifchal came in, went a-
board of Andrew Findlay’s fhip, lying in the Road and
attending their fervice, haftily hoifted fail, and for Illn%-

an
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land to the king go they; but all for nought, fince they
were all forced to come home again, except the bithop who
durft not return. 3

The Covenanters who had fled the town before, re-
turned proudly back again, and crop the caufeway courage-
oufly. Thus is the miferable burgh of Aberdeen brought
again under f{lavery and fubjetion, without authority,
for giving way to the barons, whom they were not able
to keep out of the town by force of arms, as was well
known. :

Upon Friday the 24th of May the earl Marifchal’s men
of Mar, Skene, and Kintore, the lord Frafer, the mafter of
Forbes, their kin, friends and followers, with divers
other barons, came into Aberdeen, about 2000 men 3 there
were about two hundred of the mafter of Forbes and laird
of Craigievar’s men quartered in Old Aberdeen ; their en-

tertainment was fmall, and they paid as little for it ; many {?

of this company went and brake up the bifhop’s gates, fet ,,’

on good fires of his peats {tanding within the clofe ; they
mafterfully brake up the haill doors and windows of this
ftately houfe ; they brake down beds, boards, cap ambries,
glafs'windows, took out the iron ftenchens, brake off the
locks, and what they could get carried with them and {old

for little or nothing ; but they got none of the bithop’s ple- ¥+ &

nifhing worth noticing, becaufe it was all conveyed away

out of the way before their coming. Thus is this ftately =+

palace pitifully abufed by thir rafcals, followers, and fol-" :
diers of the mafter of Forbes and Craigievar, albeit the bi=
fhop of Aberdeen was uncle to the faid mafter of Forbes,:
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being his father’s brother upon the mother’s fide, but nore-="+ "

{pe& was had to blood in thir miferable days. The bifho%f
of Brechin’s houfe was {o ufed, himfelf, wife and children %

-"_

forced to fave themfelves by flight 5 right fo the bithop ofg.: 3
St. Andrew’s houfe in the abbey of Holyrood-houfe, was.

fo handled 5 pitiful to fee this cur geod caufe begin WitHw_:":
i

fuch barbarity.

Now the country lords and barons of the covenant bein _’

come in to the earl Matifchal, as faid is, they fent out theirs-
horfes and deftroyed both grafs and corns, fed where thegp
pleafed in the bithop’s ward, and round about New Abers®

~
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deen, to the great grief and skaith of the poor labourers;
* but they durft not complain ; and upon Saturday the 25th
of May the earl of Montrofe, the earl of Kinghorn, the lord
*  Drummond, the lord" Couper, the mafter of Gray, the
~ young conftable of Dundee, and diverfe others, came to
* Aberdeen about three in the afternoon. They were efti-
- mate to 4000 men foot and horfe, befides baggage horfe,
".? eftimate to be about 300, carrying their provifion, with
" thirteen field pieces ; they entered the town at the Upper
- = Kirk-gate Port in order of battle, with founding of trum-
.~ pets, beating of drums, and difplayed banners; they went
. down the Broad-gate through the Caftlegate; and to the
: ? Queen’s Links march they, where they ftayed all that
 night under ftrait watch. The reafon of the convention
* of this haill army South and North, was againft the barons
% and laird of Banff, for ftopping of the committee of Tur-
?";b 1iff; and for their opprefling and frighting the Covenanters
. both in burgh and land, and for taking order with fuch as
»  had not yer {ubfcribed the covenant in thir parts, and for
the barons plundering the Covenanters houfes and gear.
& » Now Aberdcen begins again to groan and make fore la-
. mentation at the incoming of this great army, whom they
J were unable to fuftain or get meat to buy, being cftimate as
. follows, viz. 4000 men out of Angus and Strathern; goo
'-""“. men out of Buchan, Mearns, and Mar ; the lord Frafer, the
*  malfter of Forbes, the tutor of Pitfligo, the lairds of Mo-
nymusk, Leflie, Echt, Craigievar, Glenkindy, Delgatie, and
** many other country barons, eftimate to 1000 men ;- the earl
~ of Athol had 300 men in highland arms, with whom he
‘L ",. came himfelf ; the lairds of Philorth, Kenmuck, and divers
L others, came into the town ; attour there were about 4000
* brave men on horfe and foot comingout of Caithnefs, Strath-
. naver, Sutherland, Rofs, and Murray, with the earl of Sea-
forth the lord Lovat, the lord Rae, the fheriff of Murray,
f.he lairds of Innes and Plufcarden, with diverfe others, their
S captains and commanders, and were upon their journey to-
¥ wwards Aberdeen, to have joined with the army, but were
§b1a\ ely interrupted and withftood by the name of Gordon
: and laird of Banff, who haftily conveened a brave company
~of horfe and foot, and rode over Spey, whereat the tOW;l of
. Ligin
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Elgin was fore afraid, and ftood to theit arms ; the earl of
Seaforth and the reft, {eeing thir barons boldly ride Spey,
and come forward in order of battle, they go to array,
and refolve to meet them, and were upon their march with-
in two miles of each other. In the meantime {fome peace-
able-fet men on both fides fettled the matter ; fo that Mur-
ray, Rofs, and Sutherland, thould not come over Spey, but
return home to their houfes ; and on the other fide the name
of Gordon, Banff, and the reft fhould return over Spey, and
go to their houfes ; and thus thir people were ftayed uncome
to Aberdeen at this time, whereat the army there took great
exception; this was done by the barons upon the 28th day
of May.

Upon the 26th of May being Sunday, the earl of Mon-
trofe, now called General again, with the reft of the nobles,
heard devotion, but their rafcal foldiers in time of both fer-
mons, are abufing and plundering New Aberdeen pitifully,
without regard to God or man, and in the meantime grafs
and corns are eatén and deftroyed about both Aberdeens,
without fear of the maleditions of the poor labourers of
the ground. This fame Sunday after fermons, the general
gave order to quarter his haill {foldiers within both Aber-
deens, whilk was done that night, and upon the morrow
in New Aberdeen, becaufe Old Aberdé¢en was quartered
before by the mafter of Forbes his kin and friends. The
bithop’s fervants faved his books and other plenithing, and
hid them in houfes of the town from the violence of the
runnagate foldiers, who brake down and demolithed all
they could get within the bifhop’s houfe, without making
any great benefit to themf{elves.

And as the houfes were thus abufed and {poilzied, right
{o the corns were eaten and deftroyed by the horfe of this
great army, both by night and day during their abode, the
falmon-fifhers both of Dee and Don were all mafterfully
opprefled, and their {almon taken from them, whereupon
one of their rafcal foldiers was flain at Dee-fide by the wa-
termen. Now thir matters pertaining™ heritably for the
moft part to burgefles covenanters, they complained upon
thir oppreflions to the general, who commanded a watch to
be kept night and day to defend both the rivers of Dee and

0 Don

~
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Don from fuch wrongs and oppreffions, and thus the wa-
termen are made free ; but the country round about was
pitifully plundered, the meal girnels broken up, eaten and
confumed ; no fowl, cock, or hen left unkilled, the haill
houfe dogs, meflens, and whelps within Aberdeen killed
upon the {treets, {o that neither hound, meffen or other dog
was left alive that they could fee; the reafon was this,
when the firft army came here, ilk captain and foldier had
ablue ribband about his craig, in defpite and derifion where-
of, when they removed from Aberdeen, fome women of
Aberdeen (as was alleged) knit blue ribbands about their
meflens craigs, whereat thir foldiers took offence, and kill-
ed all their dogs for this very canfe.

Ugpon Monday the 25th of May, the general goes to a
council of war; they take ten thoufand merks frae the
town of Aberdeen to fave it frae plundering, and took 12
piece of ordnance from them, and fhipped them in a bark
‘to fend them to Montrofe. ‘Their arms were plundered;
17 mufkets taken out of the College and Mr. John Lun-
die’s houfe.

This fameMonday the lairds of Delgatie and Ludquharn
with the earls of Errol and Marifchal, came and took
in the place of Foveran, belonging to Sir John Turing of
Foveran, and the place of Knockhall pertaining to John
Udny of that ilk, both anti-covenanters; they fuftained
themfelves both men and horfe upon the ground fo long as
the army ftaid in Aberdeen, and did no more fkaith. Thir
ioldiers brake up tke laird of Cluny’s yett in Old Aberdeen,
and haill doors, went in and took out about fix {core pikes,

whilk at the general’s command were given to the mafter
" of Forbes’ men, and no more skaith was done within that
fioufe, Cluny himfelf being abfent.

The drum went through the Oldtown, commanding and
charging the haill indwellers thereof to come the fame day
the 27th of May with their haill arms to Mr. Thomas Lei-
1y’s houfe, and deliver the fame to the laird of Craigievar,
under the pain of ¢eath. The Oldtown people, trembling
for fear of this uncouth kind of charge, came all run-
ning to Mr. Thomas Lefly’s houfe with fome few muskets
and hagbutts, others with a rufty fword, others with an
headlefs fpear, The laird of Craigievar took up all botlé

800
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good and bad, and divided them among his own armlefs
foldiers ; thus were the poor Oldtown men opprefled and
{poled of their arms; but no other goods or gear weie
plundered out of any of the towns of Aberdeen, as the ge-
neral had given orders, except arms and the town’s fine.

Tuefday the 28th of May the tutor of Pitfligo and laird
of Philorth came with about 200 men to attend the general’s
army ; they were forced to lodge in the Oldtown College
for want of quarters, no other being to be got that night.

Ye heard before how the noble marquis of Huntly was
dithonourably taken and warded, and of his evil ufage;
none of his danghters {uffered to bide with him ; his eldeft
not fuffered to lie in the chamber with him, but he himfelf
alone, albeit he was compelled upon his own expences to °
fuftain five guardians to over-watch him, as if he had been
an odious traitor or grievous malefattor. All this he be-
hoved to fuffer for the king’s caufe, who was never letten
to underftand the truth of this marquis’ mileries, but con-
trarywife by his cruel and malignant enemies, the king was
informed that the marquis had proved difloyal, had heard
willingly and fubfcribed the covenant, and that he had fold
the king’s armour which came frae England to him, tothe
king’s enemies, Covenanters, and that he came in willingly
to Aberdeen with fet purpofe to be taken by Montrofe
and his coniplices. Thus was this noble marquis traduced
to his majefty, whereof he then had no knowledge, and
doubtlefs it offended the king, till the truth was tried, and
the marquis found loyal and true to his majefty ; and then
the king begins to lament the miferies that this noble mar-
quis was brought under for his fake, but could in no wife
relieve or help him, who was keeped in ward ftill.

The town of Aberdeen, feeing themfelves fore opprefled
by the feeding and fuftaining of thir armies without pay-
ment, befides other flaveries, began heavily to regret their
mifery to the general and nobles and commanders, faying
they had fubfcribed the covenant, and yet were born down
and perfecuted daily, whereas the reft of the burrows of
Scotland lived at peace and reft without perturbation or in~
quietation. There was no compaffion had to their cla-
mours, but the general anfwered, ¢ Ye have done what
“ ye can to fave the king and his fubjeéts unfettled in

i 02 peace,”
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¢ peace,” and read letters fent by the marquis of Huntly
and town of Aberdeen to his majefty, affuring him of their
fervice, and that he would get great affiftance in the work
-if his majefty had ado, whilk letters. were intercepted by
the Covenanters on the way, and that after they had {worn
and fubferibed the covenant, they had willfully and wil-
lingly receipt the barons within their town, who were ene-
mies to the good caufe and to their haill defigns, and who
had oppreflfed and plundered the haill Covenanters in their
perfons, goods and gear, and therefore the town of Aber-
deen was not to be trufted nor believed for the moft part
to be gcod Covenanters, albeit they had fworn and fub.
fcribed the Covenant.  Whereunto the town of Aberdeen
made anfwer, what they had written or done was out of
good intent; and as*for the barons, they had no power to
hold them out of their burgh, but were troubled and
molefted with them, and got no more good ; but no re-
gard was bad to their refponfe, nor their complaints, but
forced to fuffer and abide their calamities with very fore
hearts; and as they were opprefled, fo the country anti-
covenanters were pitifully plagned and plundered in their
vi€ual, flefhes, fowls, and other commodities, whilk bred
great fcarcity in this land, without authority of the king or
regard to their country, for the whilk they got daily male-~
dictions.

The king all this while is lying at Newcaftle with fome
volunteers and feed fervant-foldiers, and England had re-
fafed to raife an army, whilk the king earneflly defired,
faying they could not raife arms againft their neighbour-
nation, except they had been declared by council or parlia-
ment open rebels and traitors againft his majefty, according
to the Scots laws; and however by inftigation of wicked
men and malignant perfons he had fent out his proclama-
tion declaring them rebels and traitors, without advice of
his council or parliament, yet it was no ground or juft caufe
to move open war betwixt the king and his fubje¢ts ; where-
upon the king was compelled, fore againft his will, to lie
all this time at Newcaftle, not knowing of the fecret clan-
deftine band and combination paft between the Englith and
Scots, through which he was fully difappointed of his
whole defigns.

Upon
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Upon Thurfday the 3oth of May the lairds of Banff,
Newtown, Foveran, Federat, and diverfe others, take thip
at Downie, and refolved to go to the king, fince they could
not keep their country with fafety ; but the lord Aboyn
brought them back again.

The forefaid Thur{day, abont ten hours in the morning,
the general raifes his army out of both Aberdeens, and be-
gins to march through Old Aberdeen ; the footmen march-
ed firft, and the horfemen with the general followed ; they
were eftimate about 6ooo foot and horfe,! befides baggage
horfe eftimated to 600, that came out of Angus and Stra-
thern only, with 3000 men on horfe and foot; goo men
came frae the earl Marifchal out of the Mearns, Kintore,
and Skene ; 1000 men came frae the lord Frafer, mafter of
Forbes, tutor of Pitfligo, with the lairds of Philorth, and
divers other barons of Buchan, Mar, and Garioch. This
people lived all upon the country and Aberdeen, but the
Angus men had their provifion following them in their
march, but likewife lived upon their quarters as the reft
did ; there met the general on his way the earl of Errol’s
men out of Buchan, and the earl Marifchal’s men out of
that bounds alfo, with many barons; the earl of Athol’s
200 highlandmen was likewife in this army. They took
one of the town’s colours of Aberdeen, and gave it to the
town of Aberbrothock’s foldiers, becaufe they had nonz
of their own, and whilk was not their kind to carry.
"Thus this army goes forward in order of battle, with en-
figns, trumpets, drums, bagpipes, captaing, and command-
ers, through the old town ; the brazen field pieces follow-
ed them; and {o they went to Udny, where they camped
that night. Friday the laft of May they marched from
Udny to the houfe of Haddo, pertaining to the lord of
Haddo, called Kelly. Sataurday the firft of June they -
marched frae Kelly to the place of Gight, where they re-
mained all night; they did no more skaith, but took their
entertainment off of the ground wherever they came, upon
their own private expences.

Now as this army is lying at Gight, refolved to take the
houfe, with the reft of the anti-covenanters houfes there-
about, fuch as Udny, Kelly, and fome other places, there

©3 came
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came to the road of Aberdeen upon Sunday the 2d of
June, being Whitfunday, a collier fhip, in the which was
embarked the earls of Glencairn and Tulljbardine, the lord
Aboyn, the laird of Drum, with crowner Guan, and fome
other Englith captains and leaders. Thisfhip meeting with
the bark wherein Banff, Federit, Newtown,and the reft was,
caufed them to come aboard of their fhip, and leave their
voyage; there came alfo in a fhip which was in company of
the faid fhip, fundry of our Aberdeen’s men who had fled
the town and gone to England, and fiklike fundry mini-
{ters, fuch as Mr. Thomas Theirs minifter of Udny, Mr.
John Paterfon minifter at Foveran, Mr. David Leith mini-
fter at Ellon, Mr. John Gregory minifter at Dalmoack, Mr.
Francis Thomfon minifter at Peter Culter, Mr. John Kemp
preacher, with fome others, who for this Covenant had fled
the country to the king. This great fhip had alfo in her
great f{tare of ammunition, powder, bally muskets, fwords,
pikes, and the like arms. She had a pinnace following
her, and two barks lying befide her; in the one the Aber-
deen’s men and minifters were 5 in the other were the lairds
of Banff, Newtown, Foveran, and Federit, going to the
king. This fhip was direted by the king to the Forth,
where the royal navy was lying, with fpecial dire&ion to
the lord Aboyn to {peak to the admiral to receive 3000 fol-
diers, withall kind of provifion and money to fuftain them
during the fpace of five months, frae him, according as his
majefty had commanded him, and that he fhould land
them at Aberdeen or Cromartie for defence of the country
and brave Aberdeen, and to fend expert captains and com-
manders, whereby they might join and knit with the king’s
loyal fubjeéts in the North for their defence 5 the lord A-
toyn fpeaks to the admiral in Forth, according to the king’s
command ; he day by day promifes, but never minds to
perform, as he who is fet againft the King’s caufe. The
lord Aboyn depended day by day, but comes no fpeed ; and
the admiral’s laft anfier was, that he thould come his way
to the road of Aberdeen, and he fhould have his {oldiers
fhortly afier him ; the lord Aboyn believing his word, and
under no fufpicion of deceit, takes his leave, and forward
‘comes to the road of Aberdeen upon the faid fecond dx)}
o
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of ]une with his pinnace ; butby the way he meets a bark
going to Montrofe with fome few pieces of ordnance and
muskets, {words, pikes, and other brave arms, plundered
from Aberdeen, as ye have heard before, direted by the =
general to Montrofe; but Aboyn takes back the ordnance
and arms, and brings them all to the road, and hearing Mon-
trofe had fhipped other five pieces of ordnancc, and fent to
Dundee, whilk belonged to Aberdcen, he fends haflily and
takes thir five pieces of ordnance alfo, whereat geneml i
Montrofe was much offended.

"About the laft day of May his majefty came to Berwick
with 7000 foot foldiers, 3000 horfemen, and 5oo dra- |
goons ; right fua he had direted a navy from England to .3
come to Forth, of 30 fhips, whereof there was fome thips
royal. His majeﬁy alfo made the marquis of Hamiltonhis
admiral over the fleet, wherein there was 8ooo foldier L"-
captains and commanders, befides skippers and failors
with powder, ball, .ammunition, and other provifion n.e\»
ceffary for fome months fpace, and money about 13,000
pounds fterling ; he dire¢ted this admiral (in whom he had
too much trufl,) to land 3c00 foldiers for defence of A-
berdeen and the North, whilk he {lighted fairly.

The lord Aboyn comes to the road of Aberdeen, ‘ill
looking for the coming of his foldiers, but he was beguil- =
ed; however, according to the laws of the fea, he fends &
the 12 pieces of ordnance to the good lord admiral as fea &
plundering, but more wifely he kept all the reft of the town’s’
arms to himfelf, and did not fend them alfo, which 12 pieces:
were caft upon the fhore of Bruntifland by the admiraly
when he went out of Forth back with his army, where they 5
yet lye. N

How foon the town’s Covenanters heard that the king 38
was come to Berwick with a land army, and a navy come . x.
to Forth, and therewich fecing a collier with a pinnace and %5
two other barks come to the road, they apprehended great %=
fear and dreadure, and haftily fent word to the army lym :
at Gight, who fhortly left the fiege, and upon Monday the
3d of June they came all in marchmg to Aberdeen, with~
out doing of more vaflalage, albeit their refolution was to
have wrecked and abufed the haill barons and heritors who |

Wcrc:A h:
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were at the Raid of Turriff, and that by plain force, withas
. out authority of a king or law ; howfomever they plunder-
% ed their victuals, beef, mutton, cock and hen, deftroyed

both grafs and corn wherever they came, to the great
% wreck of the country. Yet God bleffed the corns thus
. caten and deftroyed, that they produced a plentiful crop ;
23- yet peats and fire was very fcarce through want of fervants
¢ to caft and win them, and through troubles in the country.
© It is faid while this army is lying at Gight, John Spence
- herald was fent for by the laird of Dun, or taken and ap-
. prehended by him as an anti—cgvenanter, as likewife Al-
lifter Sandiefon meflenger being at his lawful affairs within
e Mearns, was, by means of a recanting jefuit, called A-
bernethie, taken with an Aberdeen’s burgefs called John
‘Gordon, and they with John Spence were had all three to
~ Dunnotter as anti-covenanters, and warded in a ftrait dun-
"' geon, put in irons without any offence but being the king’s
% fervants. No comfort they had of fire or candle, meat or
& drink or bedding, but lay faft in the irons day and night
*% without funfhine or light of the heavens, and were miler-
> ably fed upon brown bread and {mall drink during the
" {pace of fourteen days, while it pleafed the Lord to relieve
" them. Thus was the king’s heralds, meflengers, and bur-
“gefles cruelly demzined and abufed without refpett to the
" king or his laws.
%25 It is here alfo to be noticed, that Dotor Scroggie feeing
~ thir fhips come to the road, came back and preached at this
= Oldtown kirk upon Whitfunday, who durft not be feen
“fince the 19th of May.
*  Ye heard how the army came back again to Aberdeen
“from Gight upon the Covenanters advertifement, who no
“¥doubt had gotten council and advice by moyan of the mar-
. ,_'ﬁﬁis of Hamilton, to retire now before the incoming of this
Sfarmy. Aberdeen carefully caufed tuck drums through
;ghe town, charging all men‘to be in readinefs with their
‘Ebeft arms to defend the incoming of thir fhips lying in the
_“foad, and to attend the incoming of the army from Gight,
. Rvho came in about five hours at even 3 but before their in-
~coming the town of Aberdeen fent out to the road, Mr.
_ Matthew Lumfden, and fome other honeft men, commif-
N fioners,

v
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fioners, for them to demand what they were, and what was

the caufe of their coming: the lord Aboyn gave them no
good anfwer, but difmift them fhortly, and in the mean-
time keeped befide him the faid Mr. Matthew Lumf{den, be-
caufe he wds a known Covenaater, till he got liberty.
The fame Monday that the army.came back to Aber-
deen the earl Marifchal left them in the town, and that fame
night rides to Dunnotter with fome few horfe. The

army bides ftill Monday all night, Tuefday, and on Wed- .

nefday trumpets found and drums tuck, they left their army
and begin to march forth again, carrying in their company
their field pieces, whereat the town of Aberdeen was very
joyful, and glad to be free of their quartering and charges,
whilk was no fmall burthen to them. The nobles ride
‘that night to Dunnotter, fyne South, and fcattered their
army to the great fear and dreadure of the Covenanters
within Aberdeen, for provoft Jaffray, Patrick Lefly, John
Lefly, the Burnets, Thomas Mowat, Thomas Mortimer,
and many others of that fattion, took all the flight frae
the town, ilk ane for his own fafety, after they had

firft put their goods and beft gear out of the way. Inlike

manner the earl Marifchal caufed tranfport his haill goods
and gear out of his houfe in Aberdeen, fuch as might be
tranfported, to Dunnotter ; but nis meail girnals bade bew
hind, whilk was well plundered afterwards.

Upon Thurfday the fixth of June the earl of Glencairn,
the earl of Tullibardine, the lord Aboyn, the lairds of
Drum, Federit, Foveran, Newtown, and their followers,
came afhore, with whom came alfo the laird of Banff fore
fick in an hot fever, and was tranfported in a wand bed to
William Cordiner’s houfe in New Aberdeen, and from that
carried in the fame wand bed to Foveran, where he lay ftill
till God fent him his health again.

There came alfo athore Crowner Gunn, with divers o-
ther Engli(h captains and officers, and prefently after their
landing the lord Aboyn caufed Robert Irvine, one of the
town’s officers, (becaufe neither herald, purfuivant, nor mef~
fenger, could be found,) go to the crofs, and there, as he
had orders frae the king, caufed make proclamation of an
imprinted paper, commanding all his majefty’s loyal fu{i;—
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je&s not to obey the Covenanters, nor pay them maills,
farms, duties nor obligation debt, but to pay the one half
to the king and the other half to be keeped by themfelves ;
that fuch as were threatned or perfuaded to fubfcribe the
covenant againft their will, upon their repentance fhould be
remitted and forgiven; and that ilk true fubjeét thould
come in and fubfcribe the oath urged in England, whereof
the tenor follows: ¢ I do faithfully fiwear and fubferibe,
¢¢ profefs and promife, that I will honour and obey my fo-
¢ vereign lord king Charles, and will bear faithful and true
¢ allegiance to him, and defend and maintain his royal
‘¢ power and anthority, and that I will not bear arms, or
¢ do any rebellious a&t of hoftility again{t him, or proteft
¢ againft any of his royal commanders, but fubmit myfelf
‘ in all duc obedience, and that I will not enter into any
¢¢ covenant or band of mutual defence of any fort of per-
¢ {ons by force, without his majefty’s fovereign and royal
¢¢ authority, and do renounce and abjure all other cove-
¢ pants and bands whatfomever, contrary to what I have
¢ {worn, herein profefled and promifed, as help me God in
« Chrift Jefu®* This oath was imprinted at England,
fworn and fubferibed by all the king’s loyal fubje&s there,
whereof the lord> Aboyn brought an imprinted double, to
be fubferibed here in their patts.

Likewife his majefty, having made him lieutenant in the
North, in his father’s place, now lying in captivity, he cauf-
ed even then proclaim the famen at the faid mercat crofs,
bearing him to be lieutenant frae the North water to Caith~
nefs. Thir proclamations ended, the nobles would ftay
no longer in Aberdeen, but came down to Footdee-well,
convoyed by fuch of the town’s men as were loyal to the
king, with hagbutts and mufkets ; the lords fup in Foot-
dee ; and after fupper went aboard in their own fhip-boats
attending upon them, where they ftayed that night, long
looking for men from the admiral Hamilton, but none came
at all. The earls of Glencairn and Tullibardine in two or
three days took their leave of the lord Aboyn in Aberdeen,
and departed home. Lewis Gordon, the third fon of the
marquis of Huntly, hearing of the tidings of his brother

the lord of Aboyn, with affurance of three thoufand men
to
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to come from the admiral, haftily raifes his father’s ground-
friends and followers, men, tenants and fervants, -who
moft gladly and willingly came with him, and upon Friday
the 7th of June marched in brave order, about 1000 men on
horfe and foot, well armed, brave men, with captains, com-
manders and leaders, trumpets, drums and bagpipes, and to
Aberdeen came they to meet the lord Aboyn, having alfo
in their company four field-pieces of brafs, whilk they
brought with them frae Strathboggie; thus again is poor
Aberdeen brought under fubjeétion and quarters, but the
Covenanters being all fled, the men enter their houfes and
get good entertainment from their wives, without any pay-
ment; the nobles come again on fhore to meet this com-
pany, with Crowner Gunn and fome other Englith captains;
they take in both Aberdeens, and quarter their foldiers.

John Dugar with his lawlefs followers was in this com-
pany, and lodged in O]ld Aberdeen in George King’s houfe,
but he was fhortly difcharged as a runnagate lymmar, blood-
fhedder and murderer, and in whatfomever company he
was, the fame could not well profper, as was moft evident ;
yet it is true Lewis knew nothing of his being in his com-

any. y
The laird Drum fent in the fame night to thg town 100
korfe. :

James Grant, fometime rebel, and now remitted, camein
with his followers, and takes up hislodging at Don-fide in
Patrick Lefly’s houfe. Donald Farquharfon and his high.
landmen alfo came to the town ; thir foul-lefs lowns plun-
dered meat, drink, and fheep wherever they came; they
oppreffed the Oldtown ; and brought in out of the coun-
try honeft mens fheep, and {old at the crofs of Old Aber-
deen to fuch as would buy, a fheep upon foot for a groat ;
the poor men that ought them followed in and bought
back their own fheep again ; fuch as was left un{lain were
for their meat.

The forefaid Saturday all manner of men within both
Aberdeens were charged by tuck of drum to rife in arms
and ferve the king, upon his majefty’s expences, under the
conduét of the lord Aboyn his lieutenant. This charge
avas given out at the king’s direction, willing him wherever

’ 3 he
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ke went, to raife foldiers upon his expences, and gave or=
der to admiral Hamilton to give him money for that effeét ;
but neither men nor money came as the lord Aboyn ex-
peted, to his great grief, fhame and difgrace; yet the
lord Aboyn proved wife in this point, he held ftill his
collier and pinnace lying in the road, however the matter
went, and nightly goes abroad till he landﬁ;@togcther 3
at laft fails to Berwick, The lord Aboyns with:his cap-
tains and crowners, lands'in arms, takes in of new again -
this noble burgh of Aberdeen, meddles with the keys of
the ports, kirks and tolbooth, to their great mifery. They
quartered both Aberdeens, and fet their watches round
about the haill town, ftill confident of men and money
daily to come frae admiral Hamilton for their help and
fupport, but was ever deceived. He alfo fent alfo Mr.
Matthew Lumf{den on fhore upon fwearing the oath, as was
faid, who was detained in the fhip.

"Many barons and gentlemen hearing of the lord Aboyn’s
coming with affiftance of men and money from the king,
came into Aberdeen moft gladly to him; yea, and many
Covenanters proved turn-tail through plain fear, and came
in moft willingly to him, and makes up a trim company, a-
bout 2000 men ; his out-watches took in the Mearns pro-
voft Jaffray and his fon, both great Covenanters, who
for plain fear had fled the town and hid themfelves ; they
took alfo James Burnet of Craigmyle, Robert Keith writer,
{fervitor to the ear] Marifchal, and Alexander Erskine, bro-
ther to the laird of Pittodrie, great Covenanters, who had
fled their own houfes, and lay lurking in the Mearns. Ro-
bert Keith was fent aboard to the fhip ftill lying in the
road ; the reft get liberty, upon fwearing and fubfcribing
of the oath and band of allegiance. But Robert Keith
ftayed ftill in the King’s collier (hip, as he who was thought
to be one of the earl Marifchal’s chief counfellors in all
thir troubles, being dwelling hard befide Dunnotter, in
Cowie. He was fent to Berwick, and there put at liberty.

Monday the 1oth of June the lord Aboyn conveens his
army, being about 20c0 horfe and foot, and daily increaf=
ing, and marches from Aberdeen to Kintore, where they
caufed the people firear and fubfcribe the oath and boncf[

; o
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of allegianct ; they plundered meat and drink, and made

ood fires, and where they wanted peats broke down beds
and boards in honeft men’s houfes to be fires, and fed their
korfes with corn and ftraw that day and night, without do-
ing any morc wrong. Upon the morn they ride out to
Hall Foreft, the earl Marifchal’s houfe, which was fraitly-
keeped, but they at the firft rendered the fame to the lord
Aboyn, and delivered the keys 5 the foldiers entered, plun-

ered muskets and guns and other arms within the fame,
breaks up the girnals, to fuftain their army, but would not
plunder or take any of the country peoples goods and gear,
which was putin this caftle for prefervation and keeping in
thir troublefome times, but ilk man came and received
back his own without harm or prejudice, whilk was nobly
done. 2

The laird of Craigievar’s lands of Fintray, a great Co-
venanter, was plundered by the laird of Fladdo. And up-
on the 12th of June they rode to the lord Frafer’s houfe of
IMuchalls, but he was fled frae home ; ‘the foldiers meddl-
ed with and plundered his oxen, kine and horfe, and all
other goods that they could get; they threw down haill
ftacks of corn among their horfe feet to cut and deftroy ;
thole that were within the houfe fhot out fome muskets,
but did no skaith ; whereupon they refolved to lay a fiege
about the houfe, but feeing there was forces rifing in the
South, they refolved to leave that purpofe, and return
back to Aberdeen again, where Aboyn refolvesto go to the
Mearns and proclaim the King’s proclamation and his owit
licutenantry at the mercat crofs of Stonehaven, and to
caufe all manner of men fwear and fubfcribe the oath.
He raifed out of Old Aberdeen 20 foldiers to go with him,
which was never burthened with the like before; he alfo
raifed out of New Aberdeen 200 foldiers, and makes up
about 2500 men, horfe and foot, highland and lowland
men, in great order.

Upon Friday the 14thof June the lord Aboyn begins to
march out of Aberdeen towards Stonehaven, to the effeét
forefaid, and to caufe the people give obedience, or then to
perfecute them to the death with fire and fword; and that
fame night he camped about Muchalls in the Mearns.

P The
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The carl Marifchal hearing of his coming, fends fhortly
to Montrofe for two cartows, and brings out of Dunnotter
fome pieces of ordnance, conveens about 1200 men, and
ftiles his pieces very commodioufly, to crofs the lord A-
boyn’s coming the way that he was unwifely counfelled to
come by Crowner Gunn, who led him on the Meagra-hill,
and fent word to the earl Marifchal that the army would
come that way. This Gunn was fent by the king, with the
reft of the Englith captains, to attend the lord Aboyn’s
fervice, being but a young foldier himfelf, and to counfel
and advife him in all his wars, as he who was an approven
expert captain, but he proved traitor in this bufinefs by
informatjon of the marquis of Hamilton, ere he comes out
of England, as clearly does appear.

Now the lord Aboyn coming down the Meagra-hill,
whereas they might have gone a more fafe way if Gunn’s
counfel had not been followed, the ear]l Marifchal at Stone-
haven had fliled his cartows and ordnance juft in their
faces, and began moft furioufly to play upon the army ;
the highlandmen hearing the noife of the cannons, where-
of they were not in ufe, took the flight prefently ; the re-
treat was founded, for they durft not hazard to go farther
that way in the very face of the cannon ; two poor men
were hurt, but little more fkaith, and back returns he with-

~out any more vaflalage to Aberdecn. The highlandmen
ot away, and in their home-going plundered the earl Ma-
rifchal’s Jands of Strathauchan, and took horfe, nolt, and
fheep, to the wreck of the country people; the haill foot
army alfo fled.

Sunday the 16th of June, the lord Aboyn heard devo-
tion in Aberdeen before and afternoon, fyne went to his

. couniel of war, being about nine fcore brave horfemen, and
few footmen, except James Grant and his company.

Upon Monday the 15th of June the lord Aboyn fends
out to recollect his army that was fcattered at Cowie, and
direts watches out to the Mearns to {py the country,
where they take the lairds of Pury Ogilvie and Pury-
Fotheringham, both ftrong Covenanters, after fome fkir-
mithing, and brings them to Aberdeen their prifoners ;
whom the lord Aboyn direCted to be warded in Mr. II){O~
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bert Farquhar’s houfe during his pleafure; but were

_thereafter fhorly put to liberty. His foot army gathered,

and was about 4000 men at Legatfden, but came not in
time to the Bridge of Dee.

Upon the famé Monday the earl Marifchal, fecing the
lord Aboyn returning back again to Aberdeen, gathers his
forces, writes to the earl of Montrofe, and the faid Monday
comes forward to Tollohill, where he encamps; maore
friends came to him, fuch as the faid earl of Montrofe and
earl of Kinghorn, who came indeed.

The lord of Aboyn advertifed of this gathering, upon
Thurfday the eighteenth of June about ten hours goss to
array his foldiers, and fuach as he got alfo out of both A-
berdeens, and refolves to ftop their coming to the town,
by keeping of the Bridge of Dee ; they carried out their
four brazen pieces, which did little skaith. Licutenant

. Crowner Johnfton mans the bridge, fortified the port up-
-onthe South end of the fame, and caufed clofeit up ftrong-

ly with faill and thatch to hold out the fhot of the cartow ;
he had about a hundred brave musketeers, whereof fifty
was ftill in fervice by turns.

Upon the famme Tuefday the earls of Montrofe and King- *
horn comes frae the South, the lord Frafer, the mafter of
Forbes, with divers barons and gentlemen, comes frae the
North to the earl Marifchal 5 they were eftimate altogether
about 2000 men on foot and 3co horfe 3 the lord Aboyn’s
was of no lefs number, and more brave horfemen, lying
about the Bridge of Dee ; but few footmen. This Thuri-
day the ear]l Marifchal and the reft goes to array and
marches forward frae Tollchill to the bridge ; they begin
to fhoot their cartow at the fame, whilk was very fearful,
being a quarter cannon, having her ball of 20 pound
weight, but courageous Johnfton manfully defended the
fame with brave musketeers that came out of both Aber-
deens, who gave fire fo abundantly upon the enemies muf-
keteers, that they were of them praifed and admited for
their brave fervice ; thus the haill day they on the one fide
purfuing the bridge with cannon and musket, and on the
other fide they are defending with muskets aad their four
brazen pieces (which did little fervice) yet no skaith on ous

P82 fide
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fide, except a townfman called John Forbes was pitifully
{lain, and William Gordon of Gordon’s Mill was rathly
fhet in the foot, both anti-covenanters : thus night being
come, both parties left off and fet their watches, attending
the coming of the morning.

Upon Wednefday the 19th of June the towns folk,
about 5o musketeers, foolifhly lcft the Bridge, with about
the like number to kéep the famen, and went convoying
the corps of the forefaid John Forbes to be buried in the
town, whilk was very unwifely done, and to the tinfell of”
the bridge; in the mean time a new affault was given,
courageous Johnfton placed his few foldiers (as he did firft)
in the bounds of the bridge fo commodioufly, as they de-
. fended themfelves very (toutly and manfully with little lofs.

The confederate lords fecing they had come no fpeed,
devifes a pretty flight to draw the horfemen {rae the bridge
{being about the number of nine {core brave gentlemen, al-
beit they had no footmen, except James Grant’s company,
and the town’s menof both Aberdeens, becaufe they had,
fcattered at Cowie as ye have heard, and was quickly ga-
thering again, but came not in time to the defence of the
bridge) better horfed and more in number than they were
of good horfes, therefore they ftringed up their horle com-
pany on the other fide of the water of Dee, making thew to
enter the water and come through the fame, and purfue
the lord Aboyn this fide of the water, which was far from
their mind, and over haftily believed by Aboyn, where-
upon he rides up the water-fide to meet thir horfemen at
their coming through the water, and leaves the bridge
foolifbly with brave Johnfton and about 5o mufketeers
only, who wonderfully ftgod out and defended the fame ;
albeit cruelly charged with cartow and mufket thot in great
abundance, which was more fearfully renewed, whereas
the lord Aboyn was marching up the water fide; at laft
brave Johnften is unhappily hurt in the thigh or leg by the
buffet of a ftone thrown out of the bridge by the violence
of a fhot, fo that he could do no more fervice ; he haftily
calls for a horfe, and fays to his foldiers, ¢« do for your-

felves, and hafle you to the town 3” whercupon they all ;{ith
ima
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himfelf took the flight. Then followed in certain captains,
and quickly took in the bridge peaceably, and caft out their
colours ; the lord Aboyn feciag thir horfemen ftay upon
the other fide of the water, and not comiag through the
water as they feemed to intend, and withal {eeing their
colours upon the bridge, takes the flight fhamefully with-
out ftroke of {fword, or any other kind of vaflalage, for
he and his horfemen lay under banks and braes faving
themfelves from the cartow, and beheld the Aberdeen’s
men defend the bridge, which was loft by the incoming of
the foldiers to John Forbes burial, and by the lord Aboyn’s
leaving of the fame, and chiefly by the unhappy hurt which
brave Johnfton reeeived. Our Aberdeen’s men were praifed
even of their very enemies for their {ure and ready fire
there was flain of townfimen the forefaid John Forbes, Pa-
trick Gray, David John{ton, Thomas David{on, and fome
others hurt and wounded ; amongft the reft, Scaton of Pit-
medden, a gentleman, was fuddenly fhot riding up the wa-
ter {ide with the lord Aboyn, and on the other fide a brave
gentleman called ———— Ramfay, brother to the laird of
Balmain, and fome others hurt and wounded ; this bridge
was unfortunately takea in upon the rgth of June about
four afternoon, whereas fapport was coming that {ame
night of Aboyn’s friends ; but hearing of the winning of
the bridge, came no farther than Legatfden, fyae difperfed
and fcattered. :

Aboyn takes the flight, takes the laird of Pury Ogilvie
and Pury Fotheringham out of Aberdeen, his own prifon-
ers, whom he had taken before, and fends them back to
the lords {afe and found freely without ranfom. Few fol-
lowed the chafe, fo that Aboyne, his friends and follow-
ers, got no fkaith.

The confederate lords meddle with the marquis four
brazen pieces, and with their own two cartows came to
Aberdeen with found of trumpet, difplayed colours, and
tucking of drums ; as the army marched, the baill Cove-
nanters was biyth, and the voyalills as forrowful at this
fight, who for plain fear fled the town, with their wives
and children in their arms, and carried on their backs,
weeping and mourning moft pitifully, fraying here and

Jude and
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there, not knowing whereto go; thus were they fore dif=
treffed for the love they had to the king, and now for fol-
lowing Aboyne.

Thir nobles take in the town, meddle with the keys of
the ports, kirks and tolbooth, quarter their foldiers and fet
watches, and fend for the town’s people that had fled,
charging them by tuck of drum to return to their houfes,
promifing they fhould get no wrong, whereupon fome re-
turned, others would not, but hid themfelves here and
there in the country.

There were fome footmen of this army who had free
quarters in the Oldtown at this time, and all the Covenan-
ters now proudly crop the cawfy, glad at the incoming of
this army.  After quartering in both Aberdeens, the fol-
diers made fearch for fuch musketeers as ferved againft
them at the bridge of Dee, and found about 48 cavaliers,
brave men, whom they caufed bind by the gardies with
tows, in_difgraceful manner, and brought to the tolbooth,
where thet night they got ncither meat, drink, fire nor
candle, nor bed, and watched the tolbooth for that effect.

Upon Thurfday the 20th of June, the nobles went and
took up the corps of Pitmedden and Ramiay; and both
weere buried in the kirk of Aberdeen by their own friends
with lamentation ; there was a decad volley fhot by the fol-
diers for their own man Ramfay at the Old Kirk door,
where William Lrskine brother to the laird of Pittodrie,
was {uddenly thot dead through the head, ftanding among
the reft, whereof never word nor trial wes gotten, whilk
was thought marvellous, but indeed he was a wilful mali-
cious Covenanter.

Thereafter the nobles in a counfel of war (hearing for
certainty of a treaty paft betwixt the king and his fubjeéts
at Berwick, whereof they had knowlege before the intak-
ing of the bridge) fices Aberdeen in 6000 merks, which
was prefently paid, lofes the town’s men gardies, who were
knit two and two together, fets them to liberty upon the
fame Thurfday; the town was faved from plundering up-
on payment of this fum. s

Upon the morn the 21t of June, orders was given for
tran{porting fouth the two cartows and marquis ofHun;ly’s

our



' »

|r TROUBLES IN SCOTLAND. 177
four brazen field pieces, delivered the town’s keys to the
magiftrates, and marches the fame day South again, where~
upon the reft of the honeft men and women who had fled,
returned gladly to their own houfes in Aberdeen. ;

The lord Aboyn feeing this army gone, and no appear-
ance of help, as he daily axpelted, from Admiral Hamil-
tone, upon the 26th of Juneboats at the Sandnefs, and goes
aboard of his own fhip (which all this time was lying in the
road attending his fervice, with the reft of the Englith cap-
tains and traitor Gunn alfo,) and to Berwick fails he 3 for it
is moft certaint his crowner Gunn deceived Aboyne (whofe
counfel the king had commanded him to follow,) by per-
fuafion of the admiral as was faid, a great favourer of the
covenant.

Ye fee before of the king’s coming with his army to Ber-
wick ; the Scots army at the fame time came to Dunfe, four
miles frac the king’s army, where they lay encamped, efti-
mated in horfe, foor, bag and baggage, to about 20,000,
with brave captains, officers and commanders, whereof
Lefly was general, furnithed with ftere of ammumtnon,
powder, ball, and good arms. Now both armies being
encamped within four miles of others, the Scots humbly
defired his majefty to appoint fome of the Englifh to hear
their humble defire, which his highnefs graciounfly graated;
then our Scots were defired to put in their demands
in writing, whereof one was, that his majefty would ratify
the aéts of the late affembly holdeh at Glafgow, in the
next enfving parliament ; the king craved to underftand by
write the grounds and reafons of their defire; the lord
Loudon (who was one of our Scots comblmrors) commif-
fioner with the earl of Rothes for the nobles, Sir James
Douglas, fheriff of Teviotdale, commiffioner fer the ba-
rens and gentry, John Smith baillie of Edinburgh, com-
miffioner for the burrows, and Mr. Alexander chde'fon
minifter at Leuchars, commiffioner for the clergy, faid,
their defires were only to enjoy their religion and liberty
according to the ecclefiafltical and civil laws of this king=
dom, and in clearing particulars they would notinfift upon
any that were not fuch, whilk his majfty defived him to fet
down in wmmn, which he did in the fubfequent vords,

& Memo-
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« Memorandumn, that our defires are only the enjoying our
religion and liberties, according to the ecclefiaftical and civil
laws of his majefty’s kingdoms; to clear by fufficient
grounds that the particulars we crave with all humility are
fuch, and fhall not infift to crave any point which is not fo
warranted 3 and that we humbly offer all civil and tempo-~
ral obedience to your majefty, which can be required orex-
peted of loyal fubjects.”  Signed Loudon. ‘W hereunto
his majefty moft willingly condefcended, as moft reafonable
grounds, founded upon the laws of the kingdom, but un-
der the fair general lurked much poifon and great blood-
thed, woe and wracking thronghout the king’s haill domi-
nions, through interpretation or mifinterpretation of our
laws, to his majefty’s high difpleafure ; he not feeing the

combinators fubtile intention both in church and police,
yea, and againft his royal prerogative, as hereaftcr is thortly
noted in this difcourie.

However the forefzid memorandum bemg the ground of
the agreement, it was brought to a concluficn upon the
15th of June, and of that fame date the king fets out his
declaration conform to thefe grounds, which was well ac-
cepted by thefe who came in the name of the covenant,
with humble thanks to the king for doing the {fame ; and
giving an anfwer to their petition within the f2id declara-
tion, which was fully agreed upon, together with fundry ar-
ticles by both parties ; “the pacxﬁcatlon concluded, the ar-
ticles on both fides were to be performed; a"cordmfrly
thefe on the king’s part were in the declaration following :

¢« We having confidered the papers and humble peti-
tions prefented to us by thefe our fubjelts of Scotland, who
werée admitted to attend our pleafure in the camp, and after
a full hearing by ourfelf of all that they could fay or al-
ledge thcreupon, having communicated the fame to our
council of both kmfrdoms there prefent, upon mature deli-
bPr'mon, with thexr unanimous advice, we have thought
fit to give this juft and oracious anfwer, That though we
cannot condefcend to ratify and approve the acts of the pre-
tended general affembly at Glafgow, for many grave and
weighty couﬁderanous, which have happened before and
fince, much i importing the honour and {ecurity of that true

monarchical
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I
monarchical government lineally defcended upon us from
fo many of our anceftors, yet {uch is our gracious pleafure,
that notwithftanding the many diforders committed of late,
we are pleafed not only to confirm and make good whatfo-
ever our commiflioners have granted and promifed in our
name, but alfo we are further gracioufly pleafed to declare
and affure, that all matters according to the petitioners
humble defires that are ecclefiaftical, fhall be determined
by the affembly of the kirk, and all matters civil by the
parliament and other inferior indicatories eftablithed by
law, which affembly fhall accordingly be keeped once a
year, or as thall be agreed upon at the General Aflembly.

¢ Aad for fettling the general diftrattion of that our
kingdom, our will and pleafure is, that a free general af-
fembly be keeped at Edinburgh the firft day of Augnft
next enfuing, where we intend (God willing) to be per.
fonally prefent, and for the legal indiftion whereof we
have given order and command to our council, and there-
after a parliament to be holden at Edinburgh the 20th of
Auguft next enfuing, for ratifying of what fhall be con-
cluded in the faid affembly, and fettling other things, as
may conduce to the peace and good of our native kingdom,
and therein an at of oblivion to be pafled.

¢« And whereas we are further defirous that our fhips
and forces by land be recalled, and all perfons goods re-
ftored, and they made fafe frae invafion, we are gracioufly
pleafed to declare, that upon their difarming and difband-
ing of their forces, diffolving and difcharging all their pre-
tended tables and conveaticles,and reftoring unto us all our
caftles, forts, and ammunition of all forts, as likewife our
royal honours, and to every one of our fubjets their liber-
ties, lands, houfes, goods and monies whatfoever, takenand
detained from them fince the late pretended general affem-
bly, we will prefently thereafter recall our fieet, and re-
tire our land ferces, and caufe reftitution to be made to all
perfons of their fhips and goods detained and arrefted fince
the aforefaid time, whereby it may appear that our inten-
tion of taking up arms was nowife for invading our native
kingdom, or to innovate religion or laws, but merely for
the maintaining and vindicating of our royal authority;i

An
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And fince that hereby it doth clearly appear, that we nei-
ther have nor do intend any alteration in religion or laws,
but that both fhall be maintained by us in their full inte-
grity, we expect the performance of that humble and du-
tiful obedience, which becometh loyal and dutiful fubjects,
which in their feveral petitions they have often profefled ;
as we havejuft reafon to believe, that to our peaceable and
well difpofed fubjects this will be fatisfalory, fo we take
God and the world to witnefs, that whatfomever calami-
tics fhall enfue, by our neceflitated fupprefling of the in-
folencies of fuch as fhall continue in’ their difobedient
courfes, is not occafioned by us, but by their own procure-
ment. After his majefty’s declaration thus exprefled follow
the articles of pacification tending thus, which were agreed
upon.

1{t, The forces of Scotland be difbanded and diffolved
within 48 hours after his maje(ly’s declaration is publifhed,
being agreed upon.

2d, His highnefs’ caftles, forts, ammunition of al} forts
and royal honours to be delivered after the faid publica-
tion, {o foon as he fhould fend to receive them.

3d, Iis majefty’s fhips to depart prefently after the de-
livery of the caftles, &c. with the firft fair wind, and in the
mezantime no interruption of trade or fifhing.

4th, His majefty was gracioufly pleafed to caufe reftore
all perfons goods and fhips detained and arrefted fince the
firft of November then laft paft.

sth, No meetings, treatings, confultations, or convoca-
tions of any of his majefty’s lieges but fuch as are warrant-
ed by a& of parliament.

6th, The fortifications to defift, and no further work-
ings therein, and they be remitted to his majefty’s pleafure.

7th, To reftore to every one of his majefty’s good fub-
jelts their liberties, lands, houfes, goods, and monies what-
fomever, taken or detained from them by whatfoever means
fince the aforefaid time.

Upon Tuefday the 18th of June the forefaid declaration
and articles of pacification were figned at the king’s pavi-
lion, by his majefty, and by the commiflioners for Scot-
land, who alfo figned another paper of fubmiffion to his
majefty, as follows )

«In
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¢ In the camp, the 18th of June 1639.

«¢ In obedience to his majefty’s royal commands, we
fhall, upon Thur(day next the 20th of June, difmifs our
farces, and inftantly thereafter deliver his majefty’s caftles,
&c. and fhiall ever in all thmgs carry ourfelves like humble,
loyal and obedient fubjes.” Sic fubfcribitur, Rothes,
Dumfermling, Loudon, Douglas, Alexander Henderfon,
Alexander Johnftone.

The Scots commiflioners did likewife condefcend, that
his majefty’s declaration fhould be read and publithed in
the army, which by Lyon king of arms of Scotland was |
done upon the 20th of June, in prcfence of fome commif~
fioners of the king’s fent to fee it publithed, againft the
whilk (contrary to his majefty’s expectation) PrOtCﬂ"thHS
were made.

Now matters being inthe way of fettling, his majefty de-
fired, before removing of the army frae Duns, that fome of
the Scots nobles and other men of note fhould come and

confer with him at his camp, whilk was plainly refufed by« =

the Covenanters, whereat his majefty took high offence 3

bot they alleged fome reafons which were fent in write. &
In the meantime the marquis of Huntly and his fon the-

lord Gorden, and fome others who were warded in the*

Caftle of Edinburgh, are put to liberty. The marquis places

his virgin daughters in the place of Seytoun, with his coufin-
the earl of Wintoun, fyne rides with his fon to the king’s
camp at Berwick.

Robert Keith writer, who was taken and had to Ber-

wick, is fetto liberty, and fent home, whereupon the earl

Marifchal relieves John Gordon, John Spence, Rothfay
herald, and Allafter Sandiefon meflenger, moft unwifely
imprifoned and cruelly handled, as before mentioned.

.

Now there was great preparation for choofing minifters:

- and ruling elders commiffioners to the General AITembly, to
be holden at Edinburgh the fixth of Auguft next : but none

- g

except known Covenanters were chofen through all thé' !

prefbyteries of Scotland, among whom our prefbytery o
Aberdeen elected Mr. Dawd Lindfay parfon of Belhclne"
and Mr. Andrew Abercrombie minifter of Fintray, w
were their commiffioners, with the earl of Kinghorn, now
being

B 4
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+  being in this country, to be a ruling elder, becaufe he had
the lands of Belhelvie pertaining to him within the prefby-
tery, yet had neither dwelling place nor houfehold remain-
ing within this diocefe, yet he is thus chofen, being a great
Covenanter, a ruling elder for the prefbytery of Aber-
decn.

The king lies ftill at Berwick, makes General Ruthven
* captain of the caftle of Edinburgh, which was delivered to
him with the royal ornaments, viz. crown, fword, and

{cepter, to be keeped within the faid Caftle. The Cove-

nanters difband their army at Dunfe, yet not fully 5 but the

king difbands his army truly both by fea and land, and the

« admiral Hamilton, who had gotten diretions to land forces

to defend Aberdeen and the North, yet he obeys not di-
retien, but lies flill in Forth, having fecret conferences
with the nobles of the covenant night and day, whereof
the king had neither knowledge nor fufpicion, yet he re-
vealed the king’s projets and fecrets, having too much his.
ear, as was thought, at all occafions to the Covenanters, of
whom alfo he politically made his own ufe, and held both
ithe king and them in hand for his own ends, not yet

‘known ; but fure could not have power to aét contrary to

+ “the Covenanters, becanfe he revealedall, whereby they were
armed againft all dangers, which bréd great trouble, for-
‘row and doleful calamities throughcut the king’s haill do-
minions, which if he had been true to his mafter, might
have been wifely and cafily fuppreft in the beginning. Ad-

. miral Hamilton having gotten 13,000 pounds fterling frae

* the king forthis fruitlefs expedition, he fpended and {pared
“as he pleafed, comes to the king lying at Berwick, makes
¢ up an account of his expences to his treafurer, and gave in
2000 pound ferling he alledged unfpended, but kept the

“.wreft to himfelf. Thekingapproved his doings, and thought

| them good fervice, wherein he was mightily deceived. But

»  FHamilton hereafter got his own reward. -

. % In the meantime the king lying ftill at Berwick, perceives
~ “the Covenanters flow to fulfil their part of the articles of
S pacification, and {ees fome other diforders unlooked for be-

. "dfide, whilk he fets down in write as follows, viz.
'o?l Imo.

v

- e
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imo. Firlt he alledged, that the Covenanters did make
a proteftation againft the publication of his declaration be-
fore their army at Dunfe. 2do. That the forces of Scot-
land raifed againft himfelf were not difbanded within 48
hours, but for fometime keeped in body fome forces, and
heldin pay their officers.  gtio. ‘That full reftitution is not
made of his majefty’s forts, caftles, and ammunition, and
the fortifications of Leith ftand entirely, albeit the king
commanded them to be caften down. 4to. That they keep-
ed unlawful meetings at tables, conventicles, and confulta-
tions, after the 20th of July (whilk day the king appoint-
ed to be the laft that they fhould meet upon and confult
upon their mutual burdens, only, and no other fiate mat-
ters) wherein they daily vex and trouble fic as do not ad-
here to their rebellious covenant and pretended affembly
atts at Glafgow. sto. Whereas all fortifications bigged
by his warrant were referred to his pleafure, whether to
ftand or be demolifhed, and that he commandeth them to
be caft down, yet no obedience given thereto.  6to. None
of his majefty’s good fubjects has gotten their goods, nor
dare hazard home to their own houfes at full liberty, by
reafon of the Covenanters fury, animated thereto by the
-faid proteltation and feditious fermons, and that they are
threatened with the lofs of their lives, in cafe they thall re-
pair to their own dwellings. 7mo. Whereas it is declar-
ed that his majefty did not approve the late pretended af-
fembly at Glafgow, yet contrary to his highnels’ pleafure
they prefs the fubjets to fubfcribe the approbaion thereof,
and to fwear the famen.  8vo. Whereas it pleaied the
king to grant a free affembly, expeétinga choice of fic com~
miflioners as might ftand with his highnefs’ authority,
they perverted his fubjefts by unticipating their votes, in
making them {wear to and fubfcribe the alts of the pre-
tended affembly holden at Glafgow, and making choice of
fuch commiflioners (2nd no cthers) as adhered thereunto,
and by oath were hound to maintain thé famen, and further
deterred others whom his majefty called to the next affem~
bly by his lawful warrant, threatping them with the lofs
of their lives if they repaired thither. ono. 'They brand
his good fubjefs that adhere to his majefty’s fervice with
the
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the vile afperfion of traitors to God and their country,
threatning to proceed againft them with cenfures accord-
ingly, as though their ferving the king were treafon; where-
as his fubjects are bound to rife and affift him under the
pain of treafon. 10th. Laftly, their protefting that all
members of the college of juftice and his highnefs’ lieges
were not to attend the feflion, and that all 2&s and decrees
fhall be null, taking his royal power out of his hand, who
only might command his fubjes to attend the feflion, or
difcharge the famen.

It pleafed his majefty to fend thir mifcontentments in pa-
per with the lords Lindfay and Loudon, and to report the
combinators anfwer to him in write, with their reafors
why the nobles and others whom his majefty fent for in
particular, came not to him, according to their bounden
duty, Thir Scots commiffioners takes their leave frae the
King at Berwick, and came to Edinburgh, and delivered to
the table the forenamed diforders, whereunto they made an
anfwer fhortly in write, with reafons why the noblemen
thould not have come to him at Berwick as he defired, and
fends the famen papers with the lords Lindfay and Loudon
to his majefty, of the whilk anfwers and reafons the tenor
follows, befides certain grievances which they fent likewife
to his majefty-with the {aid anfwers, {o as the king alledged,
and that juftly, that the pacification was not keeped on their
fide, fo unjuftly it was alledged by them the king keeped
no condition contained in the faid treaty, as their grievances
purports, whilk with their anfwers and reafons follows :

1ft, And firft itis denied, that any proteftation was made
againft his majefty’s gracious declaration of the pacification,
but on the contrary, both at Dunfe and Edinburgh, pub-
lic thankfgiving, with a declaration that we adhere to the
* General Affembly. 2nd, It is anfwered, the famen is o-
beyed by the general’s furrender, which he had preffed
many times before.  3d, The cannons which were at Leith
are delivered to the Caftle of Edinburgh, together with the
mufkets; and as for the balls, they are ftill lying unmade ufe
of.  4th, Itis denied that any unlawful mectings are keeped
but fuch as are warranted by a& of parliament; and al-
though we muft adhere to our moft neceffary and lawful

N covenant,
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covenant, yet to our knowledge none has been urged to fub-
feribe it gth, The fortifications fhall be demolithed with
all convenient {peed and diligence. 6th, The fixth is de-
nied. 7th. We know none of his majefty’s {fubje&ts who
are now detained or threatened, nor do we allow that any
fhould be troubled 5 and if any fear themfelves, there is
an ordinary way of juftice which they may ufe. 8th, The
eight is denied, becaufe to our knowlege no fuch exception
has been made at any time of the eletions. gth, 'To the
ninth it is denied. r1oth, there was nothing protefted 2-
gainft the feflion, to infer any claim that any fubject or all
the fubje&s has power to hinder or difcharge them, but only
in refpet of the time, for neither the lords counld atzend, nor
had parties their writes in readinefs to purfue or defengd;
they behoved to proteft for remead of law if any thing
thould be done to their prejudice.

Befides thefe anfwers, which the judicious recader may
eafily perceive whether reafonable, to elude his majefty’s
juft grievances or not, they eik thus: ¢« As we are moft un-
willing to fall upon any queftions which may feem to im-
‘port the leaft contradi¢tion with his majefty, fo if it had not
been the truft we gave to the relation of our commiffioners
(who did impart to us his majefty’s gracious expreffions re- .
lated to us at Duns, and put in not by any of, cur number,
which was a great deal more fatisfactory to us than his
written declaration) the famen would not have been ac-
ceptable, which did call the affembly pretended, our hum-
ble and loyal proceedings difordcrs, our courfc difagreeable
to monarchical government, nor the Caftle of Edinburgh
-rendered (which was only taken for the {afety of the town)
Aimply without affurance by write of their indemnity, ex~
cept for the truft we repofe in their religion, and confidence
in his majefty’s royal word, which we belicve they did not
forget, but would bring thofe who adhere to the treaty to a
right remembrance thereof, which paper was only writ-
ten for that caufe, leaft either his majefty or his fubjeéts
fhould aver that they fpake any thing without warrant.

After this came to his majefty with thir fame anfwers,
reafens for ftaying of thir noblemen, as follows in thefe

words.
Q.2 "« Some
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« Some few of the many reafons for ftaying of the noble-
men and others (named by his majefty) from repairing at
this time to the court at Berwick.

« His majefty has not been in ufe at any time of the
greateft fecurity to call any of his fubjes out of the king-
dom after this fort, as at this time, which is full of fear; to
call fo many of fuch note without any com:mand or war-
rant {ent to themfelves feems ftrange, and may we not fay
it was never his majefty’s royal father’s ufe and wont to do
{o unto us fince kis going into Englaﬁd unto this day, al-
though his majefty’s declaration at Dunfe, contrary to our
mind and ierits, did call the late affembly a pretended af-
fembly, our humble and lawful proceedings diforders, our
courfe difagreeable to monarchical government, and did
threaten us with the terrors of his wrath, yet our defire is
to live a peaceable and quiet life under his majefty’s go-
vernment, and our zeal to his majefty’s honour (although
with {fome afperfions put upon us before the world) moveth
us to receive them becaufe of divers gracious expreflions,
related from ‘his majefty’s mouth by our commifficners,
which we did hear gladly, and did note diligently for our
contentment, and that we might be able to fatisfy others,
and without which the ariicles of pacification had never
ferved for the beginning of peace; yet wenow underftand
that all or the greateft part of thefe expreflions verbal are
denied, which makes our hope to waver, giveth us great
caufe of jealoufy, and moveth us to call in queftion all the
reports made to us from his majefty. His majefty knoweth
that whatis fo inftantly preffed at this time was none of the
articles agreed upon at that time, and if (befides reftitution
of goods, rendering of the caftles, and diffolving of the
army) it had been theu required that thefe 14 fhould be
fent to the camp at Berwick, the condition thould have been
harder than that we could have yielded unto, becanfe we
cannot judge the minds, intentions and difpofitions of hearts,
but by that which we hear with our ears, and doth appear
in aétion; we defire to be confidered that all onr expreflions
of favour are put upon our adverfaries ; they are called his
majefty’s good fubjeés, and their praétice, his majefty’s fer-
vice 3 upcn the contrary haill volumes are fpread (and ;ver

A ince
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fince the treaty of peace put in all hands againft us, not on-
ly ftuffed with fuch reproaches againft almoft the haill king-
dom (and particularly againft the perfons now fent for)that it
were a dithonour for the king to have fuch a kingdom, and
a thame to be fet over fuch {ubjeéts, as we are defcribed
to be, but alfo containing vows and threatnings of exem-
plary punithment, upon fuch as we are reported to be ; that
the troubles in the moft parts of the kingdom are not yet
ceafed 5 that the garrifons are keeped in Berwick 5 that the
Caftle of Edinburgh is fortified and furnithed above any
thing that has been heard at any time; that fome bloody
and cruel words againft the Scots lords had been over~
heard in Berwick, and which we could not have believed,
but that it is teftified by fo many letters fent hither, that ouyr
friends and countrymen not only in Ireland, but now in
England, are not only ftopped in their trade, but caft in pri-
fon for their modeft refufing to take oaths contrary to their
oath and covenant, which they have fworn in their own
country; a violence not ufed before the treaty of peace, and
contrary to the law of nations (the rule of common equity)
of doing that to others, which we would they fhould do
unto us, and to the articles of pacification agreed upon with
his majefty. Thefe and other the like confidered, do fo
work upon us, that for the prefent (except we will do a-
gainft onr own hearts, and deny our own fenfes) we cannot
give way to fo many eminent perfons to repair to Berwick,
which we traft his majefty will neither interpret to be dit-
obedience nor indifcretion, fince we have been all careful
to fee all the conditions performed to the uttermoft of our
part, and there is not of that number nor of us all, but fhall
be ready for our own parts to give the moft ample tefti-
mony of obedience to his majefty’s commandment, and of
our con{cioufnefs of his majefty’s juftice and goodncfs, as his
majefty fhall really find (at his coming) during hisabode in -
the kingdom, for we are affured what hath been committed
by any fince they began pacification contrary to any of the
articles thereof, hath proceeded from the difpofitions of
the wicked inftraments about him, who are enemies of his
majefty’s honour and our peace, and hath been the authors
of our woeful divifions. ‘Whilk'we pray the Lord bring to

an happy end, by a happy and everlafting peace.”
@3l L : With
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With thir reafons the forefaid lord Lindfay and lord
Loudon commiffioners forefaid, brought frae the Covenant-
ers, certain grievances to his majefty, to colour the more
their breach of duty ; whereof the tenor follows.

¢ Grievances to be remonftrated to his majefty. 1. The
provifions laid in the Caftle extraordinary, as grana-
does, pot pieces, and others, “which are offenfive and defen-
five. 2d, Protetions given without payment of -
14, Infolencies committed in the North., 4th, Oaths mi-
niftered to Scotfinen, (efpecially fkippers and Scotfinen
maerchants, which is contrary to the law of nations, and to
the law of Scotland,) which will bring many inconvenien~
ces, ftop the trade, and bring a’number of dangerous evils.
sth, Juftice denied to all thofe who do purfue for their juft
debt in England, if the party fhall alledge they have fub-
feribed the covenant.  6th, Private mens outfallings and
broils are queftioned as national quarrels.” Hereitis
to be confidered, firlt, the king’s juft defires contained in

“his regrets. 2dly, The Covenanters ridiculous anfwers
made thereto, centaining many menacing threatning fpeech-
es againft the perfon of his royal majefty ; 'and thirdly,
their naughty reafons alledged for withholding of the no-
bles uncome to the king, backed alfo with much more
threatning ; and laftly, to confider the grievances given in
by them, which is no way comprehended under the treaty
of pacification, as is fornerly fet down.

The lords Lindfay and Loudon, having prefented to his
majefty thir anfwers to his majefty’s juft defires, with the
reafons and grievances 2bove expreft, and having read and
at length perufed the famen, his majefty waxed wroth there-
with, and become impatient, finding inftead of fatisfattion
whilic lye looked for, he received nothing but idle fruitlefs
anfwers, backed with bitter threatnings; but this royal
king was fecretly born down in this expedition by the mears
and working of his loyal decciving courtiers, and fome of
the Englifh nobles who were lords of his council, {traitly
and privately bound to our Covenanters, by that doleful
clandeftine b'md and covenant, as ye have heard before,
whereof the king had a kind of knowlege. They flill after
the hatching of this tre?cherous covenant (going oa in other

hands,
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hands, though fecretly) both in Scotland and England, for
the king’s overthrow, whereafter does clearly appear, like
as Englifh and Scots Covenanters had forefeen (before the
king’s coming to Berwick) what to fay and how to anfwer
for concluding a pretended peace, tending to their own
ends, likeas under truft his majefty was moved to condef~
cend piece and piece, and day by day, to give content
to the Covenanters by thefe Englith lords of his council,
and wicked courtiers of our Scots about hiin, efpecially the
marquis of Hamilton, privy to all their plots, and would
never reveal the fame to his gracious and royal mafter, ag
in higheft meafure he was bound to, but held craftily both
him and the Covenanters, in hand, for his and their private
ends and refpeéts 3 albeit the king ftill liked and loved this”
marquis, and gave him too much credit, for the whilk alfo
he got his reward at laft. Now our Covenanters being
thus affured of England, might boldly do, fpeak and write
what they pleafed to his majefty without fear of cenfuré ot
corretion, as ye may perceive by their papers formerly exa
prefled.

But his majefty finding himfelf fo ufed, without more
ado, or dealing with our Covenanters, upon the 29th of
July leaves Berwick, takes journey and goes to London,
after fundry nobles had taken their leave, fic as the mar-
quis of Huntly, and the lord Gordon ; but the lord Aboyn
went with the king. !

Here it is to be remembred, that while as the king was
at Berwick, Mr. Thomas Gray one of the baillies of Aber-
deen, and Mr. Patrick Chaliters theriff clerk, were fent
commiffioners frae Aberdeen to his majefty, to thow how
they were born down and opprefled by the tyranny of the
Covenanters, for their byding truly by the king, and to
humbly defire him to take fome {peedy courfe for their
fafety and protection ; his majefty heard them patiently,
and lamented their ufage, but could not help them at this
time, and fo they returned comfortlefs home.

This fudden departure of the king with fic grief and mif-
eontentment, bred great {ear in the hearts of his loyal fub-
jetts fubjects ftanding to his opinion, looking for mickle

trguble,
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trouble, forrow, and vexation, as furely at length came to

afs. :
P "Through great appearance of thir troubles, there was no
mafter-a&t keeped in either Aberdeens at Lammas, as was
ufed before, but their young {cholars was made mafters be-
fore time. Grammar f{chools, fong {chools, and other
fchools, were given-up, and the bairns had home to their
parents. - No learning at ail, fearing alterations and trou-
bles to come, as came indeed. .

Upon Sunday the fourth of Auguft, faft and prayer
through all' Scotland, and both Aberdeens had the like for
a blefliing to the next general affembly.

About this time the bithop of the Rof3’ wife lifts her
houfehold, family, goods, and gear, frae Chanry of Rofs,
and by fea fails to her hufband, becaufe he being in Eng-
land had wrote for her.

Upon Sunday the 11th of Auguft, dofor Rofs, one of
" the ordinary minifters of Aberdeen, departed this life in his
own houfe, and likewife: doftor Baron, another of the mi-
nifters of the town of Aberdeen, who had fled from the
covenant to Berwick, departed there about the fame time.
Thefe were two learned divines, who with fome other doc-
tors of Aberdeen would not embracc the covenant, but
ftood to the king’s opinion, as may be feen in their demands,
anfwers, duplys, and other papers fet out by them and im-
printed. They both were well beloved of their flocks and
people while they were in life, and after they were dead,
heavily regreted. ~Doctor Baron finding himfelf heavily
difeafed, fent for his wife, who haftily went, but before the
came he was dead ; (he faw him honeftly buried, and with
much forrow fhe returned home. It is faid the king or-
dained her to get a penfion out of the bithoprick of Orkney
during life.

Ye heard before of lieutenant crowner Johnfton, how he
was hurt at the bridge of Dee ; he now recovers his health,
fhips himfelf, wife and goods privately, and to the king
goes he, who was gracioufly received, as he well deferved,
for his ftout {ervice at the faid bridge of Dee.

Upon Tuefday the 12th of Auguft the General Affem-

bly fat down in Edinburgh. John earl of I'raquair came
there
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there commiffioner for the king by his letters patent.
Mr. David Dickfon minifter at Irvine was chofen modera-
tor ; the covenant made in 1580 and 1581 is explain-
ed by this General Affembly, and declared to be an ab-
juration of epifcopacy, and found to be unlawful in our
kirk, and made up a new covenant bearing this explana-
tion, that the book of Common Prayer, book of canons,
book of confecration, and ordination, high commifiion 2and
articles of Perth, fhould be abolithed. There was many
other aéts and ordinances fet down in this General Affem-
bly, whilk here is referred to their own books. It is faid
the king’s commifiioners was not content with their proce-
dure, tending to incroachment upon the king’s royal power,
in refpeé whereof, in the face of the faid affembly, he made
a declaration and proteftation drawn upon write, whilk alfo
was produced in prefence of the lords of privy council,
and regiftrate in their books.

This aflembly took exception againft this declaration
and proteftation and the commiffioner himfelf, as ye may fee
at the 38th chapter of king Charles’ fecond parliament.
However, the affembly ordains the atts to be read through
the pulpits of Edinburgh upon Sunday next ; they indicted
alfo without the king’s authority or his commiffioner, an-
other General Affembly to be holden at Aberdeen the 28th
day of July next tocome inanno 1640, clofes in peace and
rifes up on the penult day of the faid month of Auguft.
Ye may fee before, how it pleafed his_majefty to indi&t
this General Affembly and the fubfequent parliament to
follow thereupon, relative to a treaty of pacification drawn
up at Berwick, before and conform to the which indiction
the forefaid General Affembly fits down and rifes, as ye
have heard. .

Now the parliament fits down at Edinburgh the penult
day of Auguft forefaid, the earl of Traqunair commiffioner,
the crown, fcepter and fivord is born before him, the nobles,
barons, and burgefles, and their commifficners rides in
wonted form up the gate to the tolbooth ; the parliament
is fenced, and all fits down in order. Here it is to marked,
no archbithop, no bithop, nor chancellor, nor clerk regifter,
is at this parliament, for all had fled the land, and dur{}t not

compear,
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compear. Mr. Alexander Gibfon fupplied the clerk re-
gifter’s place, as being his eldeft depute. It was here long
difputed who fhould have the third eftate, feeing the bi-
fhops werc abolifhed, and the pariiament would be a nul-
lity wanting a third eftate ; whereof the Covenanters were
moft careful, that their proceedings fhould be good and
lawful, not fubje&t to nullity or reduétion; and firft as is
alleged, it was proponed that fourtcen men fhould be cho-
fen in the 14 bifhops place; thenitis queftioned whether the
king by his prerogative royal fhould have the eleéion of
this 14 men, or whether the other two eftates thould have
the fame ; this queftion goes to voting, who fhould have
the clection ; it falls by plurality of votes, that the other two
eftates, nobles, and burgefles, with the commiffioners for
the barons, fhounld have the ele€ion for the 14 perfons to

the three cftates ; the commiffioner makes oppofition, and _

plainly difaffents thereto, making his proteftations in the
contrary, craving at the eftates conveened, fo far licence as
to acquaint his majefty with this particular, before any fur-
ther were done, wherenpon he haftily writes to the king
anent the premifes, and while his majefty fent back anfwer
the parliament fits ftill. :

In the meantime the marquis of Huntly being dwelling in
the Canongate, having his three virgin daughters with
him, lady Ann, lady Henrietta, and lady Jean, and the lord
Gordon at Strathboggie, came to the parliament, where in
publick prefence of the commiffioner, his Grace, the faid
marquis and the earl of Kinnoul {wore and fubfcribed the

“Covenant, as was reported, before any thing elfe was done.

Follows a complaint againft the faid marquis, at the in-
{ftance of the earl of Errol, being but a bairn, through wicked
council and malice of his tutors and guiders, for alledged
plundering of his houfe in the town of Turriff at the raid
thereof, as ye have before. The marquis antwered, he was
himfelf warded in the caftle of Edinburgh, and he gave no
warrant to do his fervice any wrong, nor any other man,
and fwa fhould be free. The lords of parliament thonght
his anfwer reafonable, and fo the purfuers loft the caufe.

There came then on another more malicious complaint
againft him, at the inftance of the laird of Frendraught, Lei-

I

1y, Craigievar, Glenkindic, Alexander Forbes alias -—-—(—1
an
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znd diverfe others of the Forbes’ faction, his old enemfes,
for alledged recepting within his ground of John Dugar
and his followers of the name of Clangregor, notorious
thieves, murderers, and robbers of the king’s lieges, and of
themfelves efpecially ; this complaint was tried before a
committee firft, and thereafter before the parliament. Sir
Thomas Horpe the king’s advocate, Mr. Roger Mouat and
Mr. James Baird were advocates for the purfuers, Sir Lewis
Stuart and Mr. John Gilmore were advocates for the lord
marquis; and after long difputation the marquis was ab-
folved; this he patiently fuffered among the reft of his
heavy croffes.

As thir things were doing, the king writes back, defiring
the parliament to be adjourned to the 14th of November,
whilk was granted, and the parliament continued to that
day, the-Covenanters making many proteftations to the
contrary; and fo this parliament diffolves with little more
ado. The commiffioner, careful of the keeping of the or-
naments of the crown, keeps them in a fecret place while
they thould be fought.

The king fends down to Scotland for his commiffioner,
but the eftates would not let him go for their own rea-
fons, whereat the king was mightily incenfed. Tt is here
to be marked, that albeit the king had indi¢ted his parlia-
ment, and frae the whilk to the 11th of July 1640 by con-
tinuation day by day, upon the whilk day the eftates held a
parliament by themfelves, without any commiffioner or or-
nament of the crown, yet there is none of the aéts of parlia-
ment, but of fet purpofe omitted and left out by the Cove-
nanters, except there is fome mention made of that which
makes for them in the parliament holden by the eftates, and
Robert lord Burleigh their prefident, upon the 11th of jane
forefaid, viz. the sth a&, as the fame bears; fee more here-
after. Thus is this parliament difdained 2nd put in obli-
vion, albeit it ratified bifhops, articles of Perth, and power
of kirkmen to be unlawful.

About this time John Menzies, eldeft fon to Sir Paul
Menzies of Kinmundy, late provoft of Aberdeen, happen-
ed unhappily to perifh riding through the North Water.
Idis corps was haftily taken taken up and convored with
lameatation to Aberdeen, and upon the 22d day of Aunguft

Was
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was buried with vollies of mufkets inftead of a funeral fer=
mon, as was wont to be given, and many tears fhed for his
untimely death, being a brave youth of fingular expe&ta-
tion.

Ye hear before about Traquair; the king would not
hear the earl of Dumfermling and lord Loudon, whom the
Covenanters fent up commifiioners to his majefty, becaufe
they came up to him without his majefty’s commiflioner’s
confent, but he was no wife detained by the eftates, as is
noted before. :

Upon Wednefday before Michaelmas, Patrick Lefly is
now chofen provoft of Aberdeen (who to his grief was hin-
dered from that place before) he being a prime Covenanter,
and of good cftate, recovers his place again by the confent
of the meft of the councily, who were alfo Covenanters and
upon his fide, by exprefs command of the eftates of this
kingdom, as a man fitting for their fervice in thir tumul-
tnous times, and in fuch a burgh as the town of Aberdeen,
whom the eftates ever thought were not altogether of their
opinicn; however, many of the town’s people thought not
good of this eletion, fearing he was prideful and feditious,
and ready to breed diflention among them, as over truly it
afterwards came to pafs. The laird of Drum at this Mi-
chaelmas continued fheriff principal of Aberdeen for the
next year, and Mr. William David{on continued fheriff de-
pute thereof during life, and Sir John M<Kenzie of Tar-
ber fheriff principal of Invernefs for that time.

In this month of September, an Holland fhip with ftore
of cheefe, came into the harbour of Aberdeen, 24 pound
weight whercof was fold for eight fhillings Scots, whereof
the people was.well content.

Upon Friday the 27th of September, on the night, the
eaft quarter of Marifchal College fuddenly took fire (none
knowing the manner how}, the people gathered, but could
not get it quenched till it was all burnt to nought. However
it was (kortly bigged up again, yet taken for a vifitation
frae God.

About this time the laird of Banff, fecing he could not
live in peace at home, becaufe he was fill the king’s man,
and would never fwear nor fubicribe the covenant, takes

courie



TROUBLES IN SCOTLAXD. 19§

courfe for refuge to go to the king, and feek his protection,
but little help had he of him, fuppofe his majefty had a
good mind fo to have done ; but Banff payed {everely for
his out-ftanding, and was cruelly punifhed and opprefled
in his eftate, as ye fhall afterwards hear.

Ye heard before how Do¢tor Leflie principal of the Col-
lege of Old Aberdeen, Dotor Sibbald minifter in Aber~
deen, and divers others, went to Berwick to the king ; they
came home w.th the town’s commiffioners in Auguft. ‘This
Doéor Sibbald was welcome, entered to his miniftry in
Aberdeen, and ferved for a while, but Doctor Leflie being
before depofed, took himfelf to a quiet chamber within the
‘College, lived foberly upon his own charges, beheld pa-
tiently Do&or William Guild occupy his place, and the
changes in thir different times. He was a fingular learned
man, who would never be moved to {wear and fubfcribe
our covenant, faying, he would not hurt his confcience for
worldly means. He was never heard to {peak immodeftly
againft the covenant nor procedure of thir times, but fuf-
fered all things with great patience, attending God’s will ;
none more fit for learning to his charge in the College, and
therewith godly and grave. It is faid the king gave him
fome money at Berwick, whereupon he lived for a fhort
while, and it is true he had no great means to the fore of
his own at this time. ‘

In this month of September there came out a proclama-
tion at the Crofs of Edinburgh, forbidding the wearing of
guns and piftols or carabines, under the pain of death; but
through the ufe of inbringing of the wearing of thir for-
bidden arms for the good caufe, the proclamation got no
obedience, to the great abufe of the land.

Upon the 14th day of O&ober there was a committee
holden within the College of Aberdeen by diverfe barons,
minifters and commiffioners, and Mr. David Lindfay par=
fon of Belhelvie. There were appointed to keep this
committee {fundry noblemen, but they were at Edinburgh
attending the parliament ; their errand was for placing Doc-
tor Guild in the principality, in the depofed Doctor Wil-
liam Leflie’s place; but becaufe the committee was not fully
conveened, they caufed Dﬁ&or William Guild fubfcribe

the
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the covenant abfolutely, who had fubfcribed the fame be-
fore with limitation, and he is chofen reor of this uni-
verfity for a year, by fuch as were prefent, and thereafter
he was chofen principal ; and this committee was adjourn-
ed to-the day of November next. This Do&or Guild
wrote outa paper called ¢« A friendly and faithful advice,”
whilk was printed, concerning thir troubles, and againft
the raifing of an army by fubje&ts againft their lawful king.
Neverthelefs he now fubfcribes the covenant without li-
mitation, contrary to the opinion of his printed paper, as it
would appear, and to his firft fubf«.nptnon, being always a
temporizer.

Upon the third Tuefday of O&ober, the provincial af-
fembly fits down in the {effion-houfe of New Aberdeen,
and not within the College Kirk of Old Aberdeen, as was
ufed in the bifhops times. Mr. David Lindfay parfon of
Belhelvie being laft moderator, teached, as the cuftom is.
After fermon he and the brethren, with the ruling elders.
viz. each minifter having a ruling elder chofen out of the
worthicft of the fcflioners of his prefbytery; and fo ilk mi-
nifter with his elder is called, and by direction of the tables,
this afftmbly is adjeurned to the rgth of November next,
and {o without more ado diflolved.

Now the College is taken up fhortly after Michaelmas,
by Mr. Robert Ogilvie fubprincipal, Mr. Alexander Middle-
ton and Mr. Alexander, Garden, regents not depofed ; but
the principal and Mr. Alexander Seroggie were depofed, as
ye have hefore. The grammar {chool and fchools which
had lyen idle before, bcgm now to flourifh, and literature
taught.

'% he court of feffion fits not down the firft of Novem-
ber, for adminiftration of juftice, as ufe was, but was va-
cated the haill winter feffion, to the great grief of the trne
creditor, and joy of the debtor unwilling to pay his debt;
vet fherifts and commiffaries held their conrts, and other
inferior judicatures, as they were wont to do.

Ye heard before how Mr. James Gordon, keeper of his
majelty’s fignet, convoyed the famen away to England to
his mafler the carlof Stirling, left the Covenanters fhould
feal their malignant preclamations with the famea ; he now

comes
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comes home about this time, and brought back the fame
fignet with him for ferving of the king’s lieges ; but he got
little thank from the Covenanters for carrying it avay.

Ye heard alfo how the king had written for his commif-
fioner, and he was keeped, becaufe he refufed to raify the
affembly aéts, and confent to what was done in pariiament,
as was alledged, whilk he would in nowife grant to do
without his majefty’s command, as indeed he had reafon
not to go by his commiffion. Inthe meantime, the confe-
derates fent up to the king the lord Loudon, the fheriff of
Tiviotdale, and Mr. Robert Barclay provoft of Edinburgh,
with whom went alfo voluntarily the earl of Dumfermling.
The king hearing of their coming, commanded them pot
to approach his court by 8 miles, becaufe he had written for
his commiffioner, who was detained by his fubjects moft
unjuftly againft their oath of allegiance, and contrary to
the laws of nations, whereby an ambafador or commiifionex
may be recalled by his mafter fromany other nation, much,
more by a king from his own fubjes at his pleafure. Thir
commiffioners feeing the king fo fet, returned back again,
leaving the earl of Dumfermling with his majefty, where-
upon the confederates fuffer the earl of Traquair to go up to
the king. But the truth is, Traguair was nowife detain-
ed by the Scots parliament, but fuffered to go peaceably ;
yet the king was offended that they {hould fend up the earl
of Dumfermling and lord Loudon to him, without warrant
of Traqnair; and therefore he would not give them pre-
{fence, nor hear them.

Upon the fecond day of November king Charles’ turners,
ftriken by the earl of Stirling, by virtue of the king’s gift,
were by proclamation at the Crofs of Edinburgh cried down
from two pennies to one penny 3 king James’ turners to pals
for two pennies, becaufe they were no lefs worth, and the
XKaird turners fimpliciter difcharged, as falfe cuinzies; but
this proclamation was fhortly recalled, becaufe there was no
other money paffing to make change, and fo were fuffered
to pafs for a time for two pennies.

Upon Sunday the 3d of November, Dr. Sibbald and Dr.
Guild, both minifters at Aberdeen, gave the communion to
the people fitting at the table, but not upon their knees, as
was wont, whereat many were {orry.

R 2 Upon
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Uponthe  day of November John Dugar, that bloody
murderer and oppreffor, came to William Stuart’s hpufe at
Spey-fide accompanied with 24 limmars, fet out his watches,
and took up houfe there ; and in the meantime fent down
to Garmouth for expences and {pending-filver, otherwife he
would come and-plunder their houfes and goods ; the peo-
ple are aftonifhed at this charge, but gave the bearers fair
words till the country was advertifed, who fhortly con-
veened ; and Dugar being informed thereof by his own
watches, haftily takes both the ferry-boats, and carries over
his men to the ftaners whilk is in the midft of the water of
Spey, and keeped the ferry-boats faft befide himfelf, fo that
there was no other boat thercabout to follow them. The
country people fecing they wanted the boats, and that they
could not ride the water, it being great, began to purfue
them with fhot, and they fhot again, till at laft Alexander
Anderfon in Garmouth ftanding upon the water-fide fhot
this John Dugar dead. His men feeing this, immediately
takes the flight without any more fkaith, and away go they,
and the country people return home to their houfes.

"The confederates fuffer the earl of Traquair to depart
(although their commiffioners came down again without the
King’s prefence) who upon the 22d of November went up
to his majefty, and was well reccived, and made knight of
the garter. In the mean time the confederates wrote to his
majelty by a gentleman called William Cunninghame, who
fhortly followed the earl of Traquair, to defire the king to
give prefence to their commiffioners when they came, and
hear their humble petitions.

Ye heard before how the marquis of Huntly took up
houfe in the Canongate; all this while he dwelt peace-
ably there as a good Covenanter ; in the meantime the lord
Drummond is married to lady Ann his eldeft daughter,
who was a precife puritan, and therefore well liked in Edin-
burgh. . This marriage was celebrated with great folem-
nity 5 many nobles and knights were there; among the
reft the lord Gordon came frae Strathboggie to the famen,
who had bidden there fince Auguft this year 1639 ; and
immediately after this marriage he rides to England to the

king, at command of his father,
Shortly
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Shortly after the lord Seaton is married to lady Henrletta,”
the marquis’ fecond daughter, who,was not of her fifter’s
religion, but a Roman, Catholick. - Thir marriages werc
drawn on by their uncle Argyle, who was alfo cautioner for
both their tochers, each of them getting forty thoufand
merks ; for his relief whereof, he got the wadfet of Locha-
ber and Badenoch, as for other fums befide. The marquis
convoyed ilk ané of his.married daughters to their own
houfes ; he left his third daughter lady Jean with his fifter
in Wintoun j procures a fafe-conduét or pafs from the ta-
bles to his fon Ludowick (who then was at Strathboggie)
to come to him wherever he was. Thir turns fettled, the
marquis gives up his houfe in the Canongate, difcharges
his fervants, and about the 26th of November to the king
goes he; his two fons the lords Gordon and Aboyn be-
ing gone before him. Thomas Crombie of Kemnay fol-
lowed him alfo.

In this month of November a part of the Caftle-wall of
Edinburgh about the otiter gate fell down, but it was haftily
repaired and bigged up again, and the Caftle well provided
and furnithed with all neceffaries. The caftle of Dumbrit-
tain was-alfo manned and fortified with Englithmen. Thirty-
two {hiengths were (at the treaty of pacification) rendered
to the king, whilk bred mikle trouble to the country and
confederates afterwards.

About this time Mr. James Sandilands began to teach
the canon laws in the College of Cld Aberdeen, as he was
reftri¢ted and limited by the General Affembly, viz. to
teach only upon teinds, teftaments, and matrimony, and to
handle no further of the canon laws but thefe three heads.
Moyan (though he had enemies in the College) bare him
through to be canonift in form forefaid, for the whilk he
got yearly payment of about Goo merks for teaching an un-
-profitable leffon when he pleafed, anes in the week, or
anes in the month as he liked beft ; for the whilk he was
never found fault with, and be had few anditors except the
regents and fome ftudents, who thought they tint theiy lef~
fons idly to hear him, and that the gear wared upon him
was ill beftowed and loft. However he was carried
through by moyan to be canonift. Strange, to fee 2 man

R3 admitted
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admitted to teach the laws, who was never out of the coun-
try, ftudying and learning them ; but he got quit of the
canoniftry, and was chofen to be civilift afterwards.

About this time the lord Balmerinoch and his affociates,
by'diretion of the tables, began to have meetings in Edin-
burgh, contrary to the 5th article of the pacification, where
fuch meetings are difcharged.

Upon the firft day of December, being Sunday, Dr.
Scroggie celebrated the communion in Old Aberdeen. He

.in his {fermon began to exhort the people to ebey the ordi-
nances of the kirk, with much fuch matter. The people
received the famen fitting, and not kneeling, as was wont

.tobe. The minifter gave it to two or three neareft him,
then ilk ane took his own communion bread out of the ba-
fon, and in like manner the minifter gave the cup to his
neighbour: ftrange to fee fuch alterations ! one year giving
the communion kneeling, by virtue of an a&t of parliament
founded upon Perth articles ; and that felf-fame minifter to
give the communion after another manner, fitting, at the
command of thé General Affembly, unwarranted by the
king.

l%bout this time likewife, Mr. John Spotfwood archbi-
bithop of St. Andrews, and high chancellor of Scotland,
about the age of threefcore and fifteen years, being chafed
out of his own room, and having fled to England, departed
this life at London. _Sir Robert Spotfivood his eldeft fon
and prefident of the college of juftice, is compelled to flee
his country, and go to his ancient father, and durft not re-
turn.

Upon the 17th of December four men about the fhore
of Aberdeen bringing a keel down the water to a fhip, by
violence of fpeat water are carricd out at the water mouth
of Dee, where they all pitifully drowned, and the keel caften
in at the Five-Mile-Burn—another vifit doubtlefs from God
to Aberdeen, whereof little good ufe was made.

Upon Sunday the 22d of December, Dr. Guild and Dr.
Sibbald admonifhed the people not to keep Yool-Day next
following, as contrary to the ordinance of the church.
Some obeyed for fear; others made good chear; and the
Covenanters durft not tranfgrefs.

Upon
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Upon the 24th of December John Leith of Harthill fac
down in provoft Lefly’s defk in the kirk of Aberdeen. The
provoft coming to his feat, and feeing him there, was of-
fended, and caufed the officers put him out very pridefully.
He being a baron, and chief of a clan, gave him fome evil
talk, for which he was prefently warded in the tolbooth of
Aberdeen, where he lay long unrclieved.

Upon the day of December, the earl Traquair re.
turns home frae the king. He is honourably received at
his entry, and faluted with fhot of cannon from the Caftle ;
he brings out of Holy-rood-houfe the crown, fword, and -
{cepter (whilk had lyen there fince the parliament was rid-
den) and puts them in the Caftle, to be kept there. He re-
nounces his commiffion, and none mifcontent ; and fliortly
thereafter rides back to the king, after whom came Mr.
‘William Cunningham with a pacquet, and the 15th of Ja-
nuary was appointed for breaking up thereof ; and the con-
federates both of burgh and land warned to that effe¢t.

Upon the 26th of December Mr. David Lindfay parfon
of Belhelvie, moderator of the prefbytery of Aberdeen, ap-
pointed morning and evening prayers in ilk man’s houfe,
called the Family Exercife, according to the ordinance of the
kirk.

r—— R S P R e
Anno 1640.

The confederates with their commiffioners meet upon
the 15th day of January 1640 at Edinburgh, where the
king’s letter was broken up, declaring he was now content
to hear their fupplication ; whereupon were fhortly fent the
lord Loudon, the fheriff of Tiviotdale, and Mr. Robert
Barclay, to the king with their fupplication. The earls of
Dunfermling and Kinnoul, with jome others who were
lovers of peace, went with them.

About this time the earls of Mar and Kinghorn, with Sir
Thomas Hope advocate, by command of the king, were
put off of the council, and the faid Sir Thomas warded in
his own houfe of Craigichall during his majefty’s pleafure,

becaufe
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becaufe James Grant’s remiffion was not expede and paft

the feals upon his majefty’s command. However he re-

leafed him frae the horn, purchafed his remiffion orderly,

and went home to his own country peaceably, beyond all

men’s expectation, being fuch a bloodfhedder and cruel
oppreflor, after he had efcaped fo many dangers.

" Upon the day of January Mr. David Lindfay arch-
bithop of Glafgow, being about 74 years of age, and fore
fick, is forced to flee to the king for refuge.

Upon the 14th day of January the earl of Haddingtoun
married lady Jean Gordon, third daughter to the marquis
of Huntly (himfelf being in England) by the means of the
carl of Argyle, who was furety al{o for her tocher, extend-
ing to thirty thoufand merks, in abfence of her father.
Thus the marquis’ three daughters are now married.

Upon the 19th of *January, the countefs of Murray de-
parted this life in Elgin, and was buried in her father the
marquis’s ifle, befide himfelf, and not befide her hufband.
_ About this time a wealthy fhip of Abcrdeen coming out
of Flanders is caften away, men and goods, except two per-
fons only ; and likewife a little before, another of their
fhips was taken, being laden with falmon, by the Dun-
Kirkers. Thus the Lord has his hand over Aberdeen by
fea and land, but no repentance for our fins.

Sunday the gth of February an univerfal faft was kept
through all Scotland for craving God’s pardon for the fins
of the land, and for his blefling that the king might give a
gracious anfwer to the fupplicants at court.

About this time there cane to Forth two fhips, where-
of one of the king’s yachts was one, having 100 men a-
board.

" The foldiers and munition were landed, and upon the
Toth day of February were convoyed up to the Caftle with
a ftrong guard, having cocked guns, and were pleafantly
received within the Caftle, without any kind of offence, ac-
cording to the King’s direttion, and fo the fhips returned
back again. It was faid the caufe of their coming was up-
on fome conteft betwixt the king and his nobles, who al-

ledged that the King would neither get his men nor muni-
tion _
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tion received into the Caftle of Edinburgh, and his majefty
held the contrary opinion, and great fums of money were
laid down in pledge ; but the marquis of Hamilton being
privy to the matter, wrote down haftily to Edinburgh, to
receive thir foldiers in form forefaid, whereby the king
might be the more confident of their loyalty, whereof his
majelty was very doubtful, as the end indeed proved.
‘Word came here, that the king was under fome fufpici-
cion of his counfelors, that they were revealing what they
heard him fay to the Scots, whilk was not far wrong, as I
believe, {o long as he kept the marquis of Hamilton befide
him ; whereupon, and for the better fecurity, the Scottith
affairs were advifed and ruled by a committee of eight per-
{ons, all Englifh except Hamilton. Word came alfo about
this time, that the king was beginning to fortify Berwick
and Carlifle, with men, munition, and other furniture.
Upon the 13th of February Mr. David Lindfay parfon
of Belhelvie, moderator of the prefbytery of Aberdeen, de-
clared in prefence of the prefbytery holden in New Aber-
deen, that he had order from the tables to advertife the mo-
derator of ilk prefbytery within the province or diocefe, that
the miniftry of ilk prefbytery thould conveen at Aberdeen
upon the 25th day of March next to come, and there to fub-
fcribe the covenant, with an explanation thereof made by
the General Affembly holden at Edinburgh the 12th day of
Auguft 1639, bearing that the covenant made inanno 1580
and 1581 abjured epifcopacy out of this kirk as unlawful ;
likeas the faid aflembly declared the articles of Perth and
book of Common Prayer to be unlawful in this kirk, whilk.
explanation was fet down in a Covenant, made up by the
faid General Affembly at that famen time ; that they had
given otder that it fhould be fworn and fubfcribed through
all the prefbyteries of Scotland, minifters and auditors man
by man, becaufe this covenant, bearing the explanation fore-
faid, was ratified by the earl of Traquair his majefty’s com-
miflioner. Likeas the faid Mr. David Lindfay made lawful
advertifement as he was ordained, that the miniftry thould
firft come into Aberdeen, and f{wear and fubfcribe the co-
venant, and then ilk minifter to caufe his parifhioners fiear
and {ubfcribe the famen, or otherwife note up the names of
thofe
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thofe who refufed to fwear and fubfcribe the fame ; but he

at this prefbytery defired do&or Sibbald, one of the mini-,
fters of Aberdeen, to {fwear and fubfcribe, who being pre-

fent refufed ; whereupon great trouble, forrow,.and cala-

mity befel him, as ye may fee afterwards ; but whether the

brethren came in to Aberdeen the forefaid 25th of March

or not, Fcannot tell 5 yet upon the 2d of March Aberdeen

fubfcribed.

There was alfo a band drawn up to be fubfcribed by all
manner of men within the kingdom of Scotland, and who-
fomever refufed to fubfcribe the fame, that their names
fhould be given up. This band came to Aberdeen in the
month of February forefaid, bearing in the end thereof an
information, whereof the tenor follows.

“We and others under fubfcribing, confidering that

* forafmuchas in the late troubles of this kingdom, diverfe

s

well affected noblemen, gentlemen, burgefles, and others,
did deburfe in money, vi¢tual, and otherwife, and have ta-
ken upon their credit great fums of money (the burden
whereof being too heavy for them to bear, equity and rea-
fon craves that they were relieved and reimburfed thereof)
and efpecially feeing the benefits as well of removing of e-
vils as reformation eftablifhed by the laft affembly, indited
by our dread fovereign his royal authority, is communicat-

‘ed to all and every good and loyal fubject within this king-

dom, every one fhould and ought to contribute equally and
proportionally, according to his means and fortune, for re-
lief of the faid common charges; and becaufe the deter-
mination of the parliament anent the faid common relief is
delayed, and the time thereof yet uncertain, whereby thofe
that have deburfed, undertaken, and lent their monies and
victual and others, lie out of payment, as well as annual
rent, to the weakening and hazard of their credit, and to
the endangering of their fortunes and eftates, unlefs time-
ous and fpeedy remead be taken by mutual concourfe of
the haill kingdom for defraying of the famen ; and there-
fore we bind and oblige us and every one of us, our heirs,
executors, and fucceflors, ilk ane of us for our own parts,
and conform to the proportion of our eftates, means, and
fortunes, either in lands, money, goods, or others, where-
by profit and commodity yearly arifes, to content and pay

to
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o «— perfons appointed for ingathering the famen,
the juft, equal, and proportionable part of the faids haill
common charges, deburfed, advanced and furnithed for
the common bufinefs forefuid, and the publick ufe of the
country, fince the beginning of thefe late troubles, as the
famen charges fhall be found to extend and amount unto,
after trial and juft calculation of the accompts thereof, by
thofe entrufted with the fame, and that according to the
proportion of our lands, goods, money or others our eftate
forefaid, as the famen fhall be valued and cftimate by four
or more landed men, or others of good credit and reputa-
tion, fworn for that effet, to be appointed within ilk pref=
bytery of the kingdom, to whofe determinatioa and ¢ftima-
tion to be given up under their hands and fubfcriptions, we
do hereby fubmit ourfelves, and the eftimation of our faid
cftates and means, and that at the terms of Whitfunday
1640 years, or at fuch other terms, or in fuch other form,
as fhall be appointed by the general order to be taken by
thofe who are intrufted therewith. And becaufe the fore-
faid fums, deburfed as faid is, does pay annual rent yearly
and termly, therefore in cafe of not thankful payment by
us, or any of us, ilk ane for our own parts of our propor-
tional parts of the faid fums fo to be impofed upon us at the
faid terms refpective, we oblige us and our forefaids to pay
annual rent for thefame at the ordinary rate after-the faid
terms of payment, with ten merks of ilk hundred merks in
cafe of failzie ; without prejudice always to execution here-
apon ; and becaufe the proportional parts are to be paid by
us, as well heritors, liferenters, and others, according to
the proportion of our yearly worth, and not burdened with
debts and other burdens, thercfore it is hereby declared,
that the debitor fhall have retention frac his creditor in
the firft end of his rent or annual rent of his due propor-
tional part of the faid fum, effeiring to the rate and quan-
tity of the faid annual rent or burden, payable by the faid de-
biter to him or them. It is hereby alfo declared, that what
{ums of money, vi€tual, or goods or others, deburfed, lent
or employed for the public ufe, or taken by warrant of
the commiffaries or officers of the army, and for the ar-
#ny’s ufe, upon promife of payment, by word or write, the

{amen
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famen fhall be allowed to the perfons deburfers, or from
whom the fame were taken, after trial made by thofe en-
trufted upon the faid accompt, that the fame is juft and
reafonable ; providing always the faid .deburfements be gi-
ven to the faid perfons entrufted with the faid accompts
betwixt and the day of next to come, together
with the inftruétions thereof, otherwife no allowance nor
retention to be granted. As alfo it is declared, that what
perfon or perfons foever fhall not pay their annual rents
yearly within the year, at leaft within three months there-
after, fhall have no retention of the faid proportional part;
and for the more fecurity,” &c. Note, here was fet down
the common claufe of regiftration ufed in bonds and obli-
gations made in the country.

This band was marvellous in the fight of the people, fo
doubtfully and ambiguoufly drawn up, as none knew to
whom he was bound, and left blank. Ilk man’s eftate to
be valued, and conform thereto to make payment, without
warrant or authority of the king, but extended by fubjets
upon grounds of troubles begun by themfelves,and for their
own relief, to implore fums upon fubjefts. This was
thought very hard, and frighted the people, fo that they
knew not whatto do ; for if they refufed to fubfcribe, they
would be troubled for the fame, as ye may fee in the end
of the information following ; and if they did fubfcribe, it
would compel them to give out their gear whether they
would or not for unprofitable ends, as they thought.
Others that were true covenanters went on and fubfcribed
upon all hazards.

Upon the doubtful and ambiguous band followed ano-
other piece, drawn up likewife upon paper, in write by it=
{elf, called an information, whereof this is the copy.

<« TForafmuchas many and diverfe noblemen, burgefles,
and others, out of their good affetion for the religion and
liberties of this kingdom, have deburfed money, given out
victual, or engaged themfelves for fums of money and other
provifion neceffary and urgent for the public ufe of the king-
dom, the relief whereof was expeted by act of parliament
to have been made; and now feeing the determination of

the faid parliament is delayed, and the time thereof uncer-
. tain,
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tain, whereby thofe who have engaged themfelves, or de-
burfed the faids monies or other provifions, lie out of pay-
ment of principal as well as annual rent, to the hazard of
their eftates and credits, whilk is contrary to all equity and
reafon, feeing the benefits arifing as well of removing evils
as reforming religion, are equally communicated to ail and
every good fubjeét of whatfomever eftate and degree, we
ought therefore in equity to bear a proportional part of the
faid common charges, according to our eftates and for-
tunes. For effeting whereof it is neceffary that the rale of
proportion be kept, and every man, as well in burgh as
land, pay an equal part according to his eftate and rent
of lands, money, trade, and others whereby yearly profit
and commodity arifes ; and to the effe the famen may be
performed in the moft equitable and faireft way, it is ne-
ceflary,

« Tirft, that the general band be fubfcribed by all the no-
blemen, gentlemen, and heritors within every fheriffdom,
who fhall be conveened for that effect by the perfons after
fpecified, and whilk perfons thall make a particular accompt,
betwixt the day hereof and the day of next to
come, with a particular note of all thofe who have {ubfcrib-
ed the fame, and thofe who refufe and deny to fubfcribe the
fame in burgh or land.

¢« Secondly, that the noblemen, gentlemen, and othersy
heritors within the prefbytery, at leat fo many of them as
after intimation to be made to them may conveen, do make
choice of four or more landed fworn men or others of good
fame and credit, who fhall take exact trial in ju{t manner
as they fhall think fit, of the yearly worth of every man’s
eftate in money, vi¢tnal, or other rent, whereby yearly com-
modity arifes without burgh, and to diftinguith the parti-
cular rents of every feveral parifh, and to make the eftima-
tion of the victnal, as they fhall think reafonable.

¢¢ Thirdly, they muft keep the particulars of every par-
ticular man’s rent by themfelves, that the famen be not di-
vulged to their own neighbours among themfelves.

¢¢ Fourthly, the faid perfons fhall take up and efteem the
faid rents all as free rents, without deduétion of any bur-
dens, except minifters ftipends and feu duties, or others
due to his majefty, as where there are ¢laufes irritant.

i y T L S b
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¢ Fifthly, the rents of buyers and fellers of vi¢tual, and
others, traffickers without burgh, muft be eftimate accord-
ing to the ftock. c
¢ ¢ Sixthly, liferenters muft pay as heritors, and their rent
given up in like kind with them ; confideration muft be
had where graflums are paid at the entry, and fmall du-
ties thereafter, that their rent may be eftimate conform.

¢ So foon as the faid perfons have taken an exact trial
of ilk man’s particular rents within ilk parith of the pref-
byteries, they muft fet down a roll of the parifhes within
their prefbyteries, together with the total fum in cumulo of
the-rent of the parith, as well in vi€ual as money ; whilk
roll muft be fubferibed by them, teftifying the fame to be
true, upon their honour and credit, according to their know-
ledge. There is one appointed in every prefbytery within
the kingdom for agenting this bufinefs, and to fee it put to
a fpeedy and final conclufion, who muft be anfwerable to
give an account thereof, and report the famen to thofe at
Edinburgh who fhall be intrufted in the common bufinefs,

and that betwixt the day of _ next to come: and
for keeping the proportion due by the burghs, it is conde-
fcended, that betwixt and the day of next to

come, the magiltrates within the burgh fhall make choice
of their own ordinary number and quality of the perfons
ufed in fuch cafes, who fhall be fworn to make a juft and
true eftimate of every man’s rent within the burgh, burgage
land, and trade, (their dwelling-houfe excepted) and give
up the famen in particular to the forefaids magiftrates, who
hall be obliged to report the fame in cumulo to thofe that
fhall refide at Edinburgh, under the {aid magiftrates hands,
at their honour and credit ; and for efchewmg the difco-
very of ev ery man’s eltate within or without burgh, where:
by their credit may be engaged, it is to be remembered, that
every man muft pay for his rent (except the minifters fti-
pends and feu duties forefaid) as free rent, without any
burden of debt, valued bolls, cr other duties whatfomever §
for recompence whereof every debitor fhall -have retention
from his creditor of a proportional part, according as the
compofition fhall be laid on, and the anaual rent fhall be
free of any other payment for that fervice out of which the

pro-
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proportienal part fhall be deduced, and fhall not be ftent-
ed for the famen, whether he dwell within or without
burgh; providing always, thatin cafe the faid anneal rent
be not payed yearly, at the leaft within three months there-
after, there fhall be no retention of the faid proportional
part; the like retention is to be had for the valued bolls or
other burdens, and debts payed out of their lands or rents ;
and left the faid common relief fhould be hindered.or de-
layed in any fort, it is cendefcended, that if the report fhail
not.xome frae the parithes, prefbyteries or burghs at the
day prefixed, in that cafe it is determined, that thofe who
fhall have truft in the common affairs thall have power to
impofe upon the faid parifhes, prefbyieries and burghs, fuch
pr0p01t10nal parts as they fhall think expedient.  So we
intreat you to fee thefe things done, as we fhall be your afl-
{ured friends, (fic fubfcribitur)

Edinburgh, 18th ARGYLE, »
January, 1640. MONTIROSE,
: EGLINGTON,
ROTHES,
CAGSSILIS.

The forefaid ambiguous and-blanked band frighted
many from the fubfcribing thereof, as done without war-
rant of his majefty or authority of parliament, fet out by fub-
Je&s upon fubjects, whilk ought not to have obedience, nor
men to give out their gear upon fuch lawlefs ftatutes. O«
thers again of the covenant yielded more willingly, and
were content to fubfcribe to the good caufe, fuppofe a-
gainft their wills (if they durft have avowed it). Thus
this band and information came to Aberdeen about the 3d
day of February, as is faid before; they went to councd
and concluded, that what the kingdom and reft of the bur-
rows fhould do, the town of Aberdeen would do the like.
No trouble followed upon the fubferibing this band, as was
looked for; yet Aberdeen payed well, as ye may fee.

Upon the 14th of February, Ludowick Gordon came to
George Middleton’s houfe in Old Aberdeen, with trunks
and money, to be carried to the marquis of Huntly, his fa-
ther, now at court In England. He fhipped at Aberdeen,
having the lairds of Cluny and Foveran, and fome othersin
his company, upon Good Friday the 3d of April.

_ S 2 Sunday
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Sunday the 16th of February Do&tor Guild read out the
covenant in New Aberdeen, after fermon, with the affem-
bly of Edinburgh’s explanation, and the earl of Traquair
his majefty’s commiffioner’s ratification of the fame, and ap-
probation of the council, and exhorted the people to fwear
and fubfcribe the famen.  Doéor Scroggie upon the fame
Sunday in Old Aberdeen exhorted ilk mafter of a family
to ufe the imprinted family exercife, morning and evening,
whilk fome were not able to do, others not capable to read.

Upon Monday the 2d of March the earl Marifchal and
lord Frafer came into Aberdeen with about 16 horfe; they
lodged in fkipper Anderfon’s houfe, and got wine and con-
feéts frac the town.- Their errand was to {ee the covenant
and band fubfcribed by the townfhip; the drum goes charg-
ing ail to conveen within the tolbooth, where Mr. David
Lindfay parfon of Belkelvie, Doctor Guild, and Robert
Keith fheriff depute of the Mearns, were direéted to attend
their fubfcriptions ; but the nobles ftayed in their lodgings.
Now the provoft, baillies, and haill council (except Mr.
Thomas Gray one of the baillies, and ‘Thomas Buick, A-
dam Gordon and George Morifon, three of the council)
being all prime covenanters, and for that caufe'put in of-
fice, came into the tolbooth, and fubfcribed the fame co-
venant, and fwore alfo and fubfcribed the band formerly

“exprefled ; but the forefaid four would in no wife yield
thercto.  George Piper, Magnus Robertfon, and William
Ord, three of the deacons of the crafts, fware and fub{crib-
ed, to brake the ice for the reft ; many others, both bur-
geffes and craftfinen, {ware and fubfcribed, others con-
ftantly refufed, whofe names were noted down. At laft
the earl Marifchal and lord Frafer commanded the provoft
and baillies to fee the haill town fwear and fubfcribe the
famen (whereas fome were abfent, others took to be advif-
¢d, and others had fubfcribed and fworn) otherwife to take
up the names of the refufers, aud fo they rode home again
upon the 4th of March. DBut before their way-going, the
earl Marifchal caufed William Robertfon town clerk, pro-
duce a band of allegiance, fubfecribed at command of the
lord Aboyne by the burgh of Aberdeen, as ye have before,
wherein they obliged themfelves to ftand and abide byk_the

ing
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king in all fortunes, againft whatfomever other factious
and feditious perfons ; not to difobey his commands; but to
fubmitin all obedience, nor enter into any covenant. This
band was by common confent configned to the keeping of
the faid Walter Robertfon. The earl Marifchal gets word
of this from fome of the Covenanters who had fubfcribed
the fame, and whilk they would for their own honefty have
feen deftroyed. The earl fends for the fame clerk, and
craves this band, whilk he refufed to him, but dehwred
the fame to Patrick Leflie, who promifed to warrant him;
and the faid Patrick delivered it to the earl, who immedi.
ately tore and deftroyed the fame, that it fhould never be
known what Covenanters were the fubfcribers ; and fyne
he with lord Frafer departed Aberdcen in manner fore-
faid.

The king had indiGted a parliament to be holden in Eng-
land, and to fit down at Weftmin{ter on the 13th of April
1640. The king was in a manner (craftily) compelled to
indict this parliament (which bred him great forrow, as
after ye fhall hear) upon two contrary ends, the king feek-
ing reparation of the Scots; they (his Englith fubjellts)
feeking a parliament for reformation of kirleand police, ac-
cording to the manner and form concluded betwixt the
Houfe of Commons and fome nobles of England, and fome
of our nobles and clergy of Scotland in a clandeftine cove-
nant made betwixt them, whereby the church and ftate ge-
vernment {hould in both nations bealike and in one. The
king ignorant of this bufinefs, and taking none to be the
beginners and carriers on of this reformation but the Scot-
tifh, craves the Englifh to affift him again{t them, but they
anfwered, without a parliament they could not condefcend
to the raifing of war ; and though his majefty was.loath to
grant a parliament for diverfe good reafons, yet he is com-
pelled thereto, to get his will over the Scots, by granting
the fame. So he indi@s a parliament; they fit down the
forefaid 13th of April at Weftminfter; the firft article that
came in was (his majefty looking that they fhould have be-
gun at the raifing of an army again{t the Scots) about the
incoming of the Spanith Armada defeated in the Downs ; 3
the eftetes were under deadly fufpicion of his majefty, b;‘lt
' S 3 iC
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- he knew nothing of their coming nor of their intention ; the
eltates alleged that they were fent (with the king’s knoxw
ledge) by the pope and king of Spain to affift the paplﬁs of
England. Dut his majefty having purged himfelf, craved
a{ubfidy of men and money to war upon the Scottith. The
apper houfe, for the moft part, and bifhops, were content,
‘but the lower houfe fent up to the upper houfe (before
they would condefcend) a commiffioner with three ar-
ficles.  1ft, Settlement of religion. 2nd, Privilege of
parliament. 3d, Right of fubjects, which articles his ma-
jelty would in no wife hear, fince he faid it was not for this
caufe that he indited a parliament, but only to have got-
ten power to fubdue the Scottith, whilk being done, that
then they fhould have their defires 5 but they would nei-
ther lead nor drive; whereupon the king in great anger
raifcs his parllament, withoutany morcado. It was vehe-
mently fuipected that the duke of Buckingham’s faction,,
viz. the archbithop of Canterbury and divers papifts had
been privy to the inbringing of this armada. IHowever this
parliament is broken up by perfuafion of the licutenant of
Ireland. Dotor Gordon medicinar, and one of the found-.
ed members of the College of Old Aberdeen, and common.
procu*qtcr thereof, departed this life upon the 1cth of
March, in his own houfe in Old Aberdeen ; a godly, grave.
and learned man, ﬁugular in public works about the Col-
lege, and putting up on the fteeple thereof the ftately and
glorious crown, which you fee thercon, which was thrown
down by the wind. Mr. Robert Ogilvie fubprincipal, was
chofen common procurator of the faid college in his room.

Upon the day of March the ear] Marifchal com-
pelled the town of Aberdeen to pay 6oo merks for main-
tenance of fome captains and other officers who had lyen
and wintered in New Aberdeen. Thus is this town griev-
oufly opprefled.

In this month of March there came an imprinted paper to.
Aberdeen, intituled, ¢« An information from the eflates of
the kingdom of Scotland to the kingdom of England.”

In this paper was fet down diverfe and fundry heads, as
1ft, the form of the Covenanters procedure, juftifying their
covenant to be lawful, according to the laws of Scotland 5

wiiling
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willing therefore their neighbour kingdom, not to {quare
their doings by the Englifh laws, nor to take meddling be-
twixt their king and them in {tatc-matters, more than they
do betwixt their king and them about the {fame in England.
2dly, They find fault with the earl of Traquair anent his
behaviour at our parliament, being the king’s commiffioner,
and of fome fpeeches {poken by himin prefence of his ma-
jefty and council of England. 3dly, They find fault for
putting of fome lords from the council, without hearing or
trial, as ye have before. 4thly, They find fault with the
copper cuinzie paffing for two pennies, being little or no~
thing worth. = sthly, They find fault with a treatife alleged
fet out by Mr. Walter Balcanqual, garnifhed, as they al-
leged, with 2000 lies and calumnies, and that they could
not get him liable to.the cenfure of the Scots laws for this
his flanderous writing ; there is diverfe other regrets con~
cerning both church and police {et down in this paper, and
withal they ufea friendly admonition towards Englithmen,
wifthing them in nowife to move war againft the Scottifh,
left the papifts fhould take advantage of thir divifions, and
fubdue this ifland tp popery. Thele are fome of the par-
ticular heads of their paper, whilk was printed, and a Scotf-
man called James Colvill was fent out of purpofe with 2000
copies of it to England, there to difperfe and fpread the
famen through the country, to make their caufe good, and
grievances intolerable. The king hearing of this, takes it
highly, and caufes apprehend the fpreader thercof James.
Colvill, and ward him for difperfing of fuch feditions pam-.
phlets, but he was thortly fet at liberty.

This Walter Balcanqual was a laureat door, and a
learned man, who had ferved the king as one of his chap-
lains 3 he attended the General Affembly holden at Glaf=
gow, and marked their procedure particularly, whereupon
hetook occafion to write a treatife, declaring the plotters and
projectors of this covenant, the order and procedure of the,
Affembly aforefaid, their acts, ordinances, citations, depri-
vations, excommunications, and the reft to be altogether
unlawful, againft the laws and authority of the king’s ma-.
jefty, and offcred to prove and verify ilk particular of their
procedure to be no wife warrantable by law or authority,

or
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or could fubfift as lawful, asis at great length fet down in
his printed paper. But how foon this piece came to light,
it enraged the confederates fo as they could get no reft till
they had him cenfured therefore, and wrote to his majefty
as it is noted in the information ; but he fled to the king for
fafeguard, who, (inftead of fending him to Scotland, as the
confederates defired), preferred him to an Englifh benefice
of one thoufand pounds fterling a year to live upon, becaufe
he durft not bide in Scotland, and that was to be dean of
Durham. It was faid he dedicated this treatife to the king
himfelf.

-In this month of March Edinburgh begins to have a
firong watch of about 400 men nightly; they raife for-
tifications to defend the town againft the violence of the
Caftle; they raife midding mounts upon the caufeway,
and fill wp fundry houfes with fand and water to refift
fire works ; they fet their cngine to do what could be done
to refift and withftand the firing of the Caftle cannon, if it
occurred ; they fet 200 men on watch in Leith, - General
Ruthven feeing and hearing of thefe doings, fends down to
the town of Edinburgh five articles. -1ft, To caft down
fuch fortifications as were re-bigged. 2d, To defift and
leave off from any further building. 3d, Not to mufter
their men daily in fight of the Caltle, as was done. 4th, To
difcharge their daily drilling within the town. gth, To
fend in men and material for repairing of fome fzllen down
walls within the Caftle, otherwife to be upon their guard.
The town difcharged muftering before the Caftle, and were
content that captain Scrimgeour fhould come down and
make interruption to the bigging of their mounts, by caft-
ing down three or four fhovelfuls frae the work, which
was done 3 and then fent in men and materials for helping
of the walls within the Caftle, and a peace in the mean-
time, till beth the town and Caftle advertifed the king, and
each fent unto him ifeveral meffengers to that effect, and
for a certain fpace a truce was kept between the town
and the Caftle ; cbut before any anfwer came frae the king,
the truce expired, wherenpen the town of Edinburgh be-
gan agaia to their fordficarions, raifed midden mounts at
Heriot’s Work, and upon the caufeway, and fundry other

parts
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parts within and about the town for their defence, fliled
cannons on ilk ane of their mounts for purfuit of the Caftle;
whereupon the Caftelians began to fhoot at the town with
great fhot, butdid no fkaith ;5 the town’s people not thoot-
ing again, but fuffering patiently, and complaining by their
letters to the king of this purfuit. General Ruthven
thought he had good reafon to do what he did, not only
for their raifing thir fortifications, but alfo for refufing him
frefh meat, whereupon fome of his foldiers ftole away over.
the walls, others of the Englith foldiers fell fick of the flux.
Now Edinburgh undermines the fpur, thereby to take in
the Caftle, buat'they wan nothing thereat. Letters were
daily interrupted, whereby they of the Caftle had no word
frae the king, becaufe Edinburgh laid wait for fuch letters.

‘Word came to Aberdeen about the laft'of March, that
the earl of Southefk, Mr. James Tairlie bifhop of Argyle,
Sir Lewis Stuart advocate, Mr. James Gordon keeper of
the fignet, Mr. James Farquharfon writer to the fignet, Mr.
Robert Petrie agent, with diverfe others, about 24 per-
fons, were all taken and apprehended in Edinburgh, as
enemies to the confederates. They were all warded in
town’s mens houfes of Edinburgh, yet nightly watched that
tione fhould go out nor come in without their knowledge,
becaufe they were all anti-covenanters. Many marvelled
at thir proceedings, how the king’s fubjects fhould be taken
and abufed by fubjets, without authority of the king, law
or reafon; whether they would or not, they behoved to
fwear and fubfcribe the covenant, before they wan toliberty,
together with the band of relief.

Thereafter the new {tiled eftates fend the earl of Southefk
to England with 2 new imprinted information to inform
them of England of their bufinefs. Sir Thomas Thomfon
was alfo taken ; he comes in, fwears and fubfcribes the co-
venant and band of relief ; he is put upon the council there-
after, and entrapped for {ending fome of the king’s letters
privately to general Ruthven in the Caftle, whereat the e-
ftates were highly offended, he fitting at the council table;
for the whilk he is laid faft in the irons in the tolbooth of
Edinburgh, and thereafter put to liberty, and had to the
Bowlroad with the reft.

Upon
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Upon the 2d day of April Do&or Guild, retor of the
Old Town College, with fome mafters and members there-
of, had a meeting, where fome of the regents had their
ftipends augmented. Mr. James Sandilands demitted his
place as canonift with great-{ubtilty, becaufe our kirk would
. not fuffer him to bruik it, nor let the canon laws be teached,
but he finds out moyan to be civilift, to make up commo-
dity for light fervice; whereat the College members ftill
grudged, he being alfo commiflary clerk of Aberdeen.

Friday, or Good Friday the 3d of April, no preaching or
communion in either of the Aberdeens, as was ufed and
wont, nor yet given on Pafch-day.

Great frofts and fnows in this oat feed-time, no plonghs
going, and little feed fowing, fo vehement was the ftorm;
no peats could be had to burn, for a load would have cofta
merk, whilk would have been coft other years for two fhil-
lings ; the brewfkers left offto brew for wantof fire. The
reafon of this fcarcity was, becaufe the Covenanters com-
ing here in March 1639, caufed the fervants who fhould
have caften the peats for ferving of both Aberdeens, flee
out of the country for fear, fo not only were our peats dear,
but through the unfeafonablenefs of the {pring the vittual
alfo became very dear. .

« It is faid that about the 4th of April a Lyon Herauld,
accompanied by James Philp now clerk to the fecret coun-
cil, came to Dunnotter, and charged the earl Marifchal per-
fonally to compear before his majefty and parliament of
England, at Weftminfter the 13th of April, to hear and fee
our Scottith commiffioners (now lying at court) receive an
anfwer to their fupplications, and for fuch other reafons as
were contained in the charge, under the pain of treafon ;
and upon this charge the Herauld took inftrument in this
James Philp’s hands, who was fent with him for that ef-
fe&. The earl welcomed the Herauld, and defired him
to ftay and drink, whilk he would not do, but took his
leave. It was faid that this Herauld had given alfo the
like charge to divers other nobles, fuch as the earls of Ro-
thes, Montrofe, Caffilis, Kinghorn, Argyle, General Lef=
lic, the lords Lindfay and Balmerinoch, but they all dif~
obeyed the charge ; and upon their own reafons made pro-

teftations againft the fame.
About
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About this time Felt Marifchal Lefly is again chofen ge-
neral of our Scottifh army, and the nobles, barons, gentry,
burrows, and clergy {fworn to follow him as their general.

Upon the day of April the earl of Murray eftab-
lithed his only fifter in his dwelling-houfe of Elgin, and
gave order for keeping her houfe in honourable manner ;
he' gave her the haill jewels and goldwork that belonged to
her defunét mother ; hekeeped her pofe himfelf ; and after
fettling of his affairs, he goes directly to England ; but
fhortly thereafter the laird of Grant is quietly married to
the faid lady Mary, without advice of her brother or any
other friends.

Mr. John Peter, minifter at St. Andrews Kirktown in
Murray, about this time was deprived for not fubfcribing
the covenant.

The king caufes put in garrifon within the town of Ber-
wick about this time, for his cwn fervice, about 2000 fol-
diers.

You fee before fome order taken with the pafling of
turners, whereof fome were appointed to pafs for a penny,
but now they would give nothing for king Charles’ tur-
ners, but king James’ turners only fhould pafs ; whereby
all change and trade was taken away through want of cur-
rent money, becaufe thir light turners was the only cop-
per paffing through all Scotland.

About this time the earl of Stirling departed this life at
London, who for all his court and accedents left no great
eftate nor means free behind him. The earl of Lanerk,
brother to the marquis of Hamilton, and Sir James Gal-
loway, fell conjunét fecretaries in his place, for he was
both fecretary of Scotland, and fecretary of . the Scottith
council of England. .

About this time the king fent down.a letter to the pro-
voft and baillies of Edinburgh, with a proclamation, bear-
ing that it was his majefty’s will to difcharge the earl of Ar-
gyle of his jufticiary of Argyle and Tarbet, and that none
of the king’s lieges and good fubjeéts fhould anfwer or obey
him the faid earl, in taxes or feu duties, or other homages
belonging thereto, ay and while he fhould compear perfon-
ally before the parliament of England, to anfwer to fuch

L things
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things as were laid to his charge. Likeas the king com-
manded the forefaid provoft and baillies to caufe pro-
claim thir letters at the mercat crofs of Edinburgh, under
all higheft pain and peril. They advife with the council
table, and write back to the king, thatin fuch troublefome
times, the country being in uproar and afraid of the incom-
ing of the fea and land armies, and alfo with the daily
threatnings of the Caftle of Edinburgh, they durft fcarcely
hazard to make any fuch proclamation againft the perfon
of fuch a prime nobleman ; befides, it was not agreeable to
the Scottifh laws, to deprive him of his eftate or dignities
but by advice of council and Scottifh parliament, and there-
with no nobleman cotld be affured of his life, lands, or
goods, if this paft as a practice; and further none of our
noblemen are holden to anfwer but before his country coun-
cil and parliament, and to be tried by his own Scottifh peers,
and not to go to England to underly their cenfure. Thir,
with diverfe others reafons, were written back to the king,
and in fundries judgment were found reafonable, alledging
the king cannot deprive any man of his eftate or goods but
by trial of parliament in manner aforefaid, yet that his ma-
jefty had power of himfelf to fufpend any nobleman frae

"his offices and rents, while the matter of his accufation

were truly and formally tried ; and fo this proclamation
was left unpublifhed, contrary to the king’s defire.

The third Tuefday and 21{t of April our provincial af-
fembly fits down within the feflion-houfe of New Aber-
deen; Mr. James Martin minifter at Peterhead was chofen
moderator ; they cry out the non-fubfcribants of the cove-
nant and band of relief. Dr. Scroggie, minifter at Old
Aberdeen, 2and Doétor Sibbald one of the minifters of New
Aberdeen, were referrcd to the next committee, for their
outftanding, and fo with little more ado they diffolve.

Mr, Robert Melvin minifter at Dyce is made moderator
of the prefbytery of Aberdeen till the next affembly : and
in the mean time the forefaid two dottors at this meeting
had no voice in the affembly, and the faid Mr. James Mar-
tin to endure moderator till the next aflembly by the
voices of his brethren and ruling elders; a novelty in-

deed! -
About
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Abont this time word came that major gencral Monro
was coming with an army to Aberdeen to guard the coun-
try, by direCion of the new fliled eftates ; but his purpofe
was rather to opprefs the king’s loyal fubjefts ; whilk be-
ing fufpected by fome barons in this country, they began
to fortify their houfes, fuch as the laird of Drum, Gight,
Banff, Federet, Foveran, and fundry others, and furnifthed
them with men and mufkets, meat and drink, and other
devices of defence againft this Monro’s coming; but
he turned all thefe doings to nothing, as after does ap-
pear.

Ye heard ‘before how the lord Loudon, the fheriff of
Teviotdale, and Mr. Robert Barclay were fent to fupplicate
the king. Now about the 21ft of April word came home
that they were all warded, and Loudon put into the
tower, upon a letter revealed and produced by the earl of
Traquair before his majefty, alleged to be written to the
king of France by fome of our Scottifh nobles, whereof this
Loudon. was one, whilk letter was fubfcribed with his
hands. It was not delivered to the king of France, but
appears to have been keeped up by the earl of Traquair, as
he who was upon the council at the plotting and devifing
of the bithops overthrow with the reft, fuppofe not con-
fenting to other matters that fell ont thereafter. How-
ever Loudon is accufed of {ubfcribing this letter befere the
king. :

About the 27th of April the earl Marifchal (having fome
meetings inthe Mearns, and gathered fome foldiers) wrote
to the provoft and baillies of Aberdeen, that he was to
come to the town, and defired that no fthip thould go out of
the haven till his coming, becaufe he was under fear that
the town’s anti.covenanters would flee, whilk the provoft
obeyed, and took the fails from the fhips yards. Many
town{men hearing of Marifchal’s coming to the town, took
the flight, among whom Robert Buchan of Portlethen,
with his fecond fon, after his houfe and ground was plun-
dered, took to fea, and fo ilk man fhifted for himfelf, part
by fea, part by land, as they thought beft.

Upon the 5th of May the earl Marifchal,-(being about
23 years of age, young and ftout), comes to Aberdeen, a-

T bout
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bout 160 horfe, with found of trumpet, in peaceable man-
ner.  The lord Frafer and mafter of Forbes, and divers
barons rode out to meet him; he took up houfe in his
own lodging. There was a committee chofen to fit in
Aberdeen, duch as the lord Frafer, the mafter of Forbes,
the lairds of Philorth, Menymufk, Craigievar,and George
- Baird of Auchmedden, and five other commiffioners fubor-
dinate to them, to hold a council of war; whilk committee
and council fhould fit weekly in Aberdeen at the council
table, for guiding and ruling of the town and fhire of A-
berdeen in thir troublefome times ; and the earl took the
commiflioners caths to do nothing but by his advice, as be-
ing general of the north.

in the mean time they ordain the town of Aberdeen to
{ubfcribe the common band of relief, who had not yet fub-
feribed 5 the baillies' went quarterly about, to caufe ilk in-
habitant {fubfcribe, whereof fome were abfent, fome fub-
feribed, and fome refufed ; at laft the town was compelled
for wealth and trade, to compone within the burgh and
freedom of the fame, (the landward heritage belonging to
burgefles excepted) for payment to the earl of the fum of
6ooco merks. Thus is the king’s burgh compelled to pay
for this common band, -the forefaid fums, without law or
warrant of the king, and is fore croffed and vexed, as ye
have heard feveral times before; and is the third time now
tined, extending in all to the fum of 26,000 merks, by and
attour many and divers oppreflions befides.

Thir things done, this general or governor Marifchal,
upon the 8th of May rides back to Dunnotter, and the reft
go home, and at that time diffolves ; but youngT'olquhon,
and divers others of the namme of Forbes, went out to con-
voy Marifchal a piece of the way. Mr. George Lefly and
William Frafer of Bogheads (both good-brothers and the
earl’s tenants) being with the reft in his company, met with
the young laird of Tolquhon, and unhappily difcorded.
Mr. George hurt him in the head upon the Tullo-hill 5
they were parted, he and Bogheads difarmed, and the go-.
vernor promifcs fatisfaétion to Tolquhon, who took his
leave frae him and returns to Aberdeen, and he forward
to Dunctter; where the faid Mr, George Lefly and Wil-

liam
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liam Frafer ({fuppofe hie was innocent) were both laid in
the irons. Upon the morn they were fent about by fea,
fhackled in'irons, to Aberdeen, with,warrant to the provoft
of Aberdeen to ward them both in the tolbooth, and to
caufe ftrike off Mr. George Lefly’s right hand at one
ftroke, for hurting the young Tolquhon, in the general’s
company, againft the difcipline of war. ‘The provolt re-
ceives them, wards them, and caufes loofe their fhackles,
but thought he was not judge to this punifhment for fuch a
riot committed in the fhire of the Mearns, where Marifchal
himfelf was fheriff, who was only judge thereto. Many
people murmured againft this rigorous fentence given out a-
gainft a gentleman for fuch a flight fault, done alfo in ltis
own defence. Neverthelefs the general of his own autho-
rity, upon the 18th of May, caufed fix faft in the caufe-
way at the mercat crofs of Aberdeen a ftock, and an axe
befide it laid down ; and a little fcaffold of timber bigged
about, with a fire kindled to burn the blood when the hand
was cut off. There was alfo a chair fet befide the ftock,
and the hangman ready. The gentleman is brought from
the tolbooth, and as he is coming down ftairs, the people
being conveened in great numbers about the crofs, cried
out pitifully againft this cruelty, ufed fo rigoroufly to the
gentleman. However he lays down his arm npon the ftock,
and the hangman ready to givethe ftroke: beyond the ex-
pettation of the beholders, the mafter of Forbes fuddenly
comes, and lifts his hand from the fiock, and made him
free ; whereat the people mightily rejoiced. It was had
back to the tolbooth, where he was arrefted at the inftance
of Mr. James Clerk, and remained in ward while the 25th.
of June following, fyne put to liberty, but William Frafer
was relieved out of the tolbooth upon the 25th of May.
 The general did this for fatisfying of young Tolquhon,
and as was faid, he had never mind to take the gentleman’s
hand who was his own tenant, but only made a fhew, where-
of doubtlefs the gentleman had certainty, otherwife he
would not have gone without more trouble.

Now the Englilh fhips begins to take our merchants
fhips, and has them to Berwick and Holy Iland, where

their goods were loofed and inventaried, that none fhould

" be
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be loft, and the men let go; but the king was deceived
herein. Likewife he got liberty to take our fhips, but none
to eddle with our goods. ¢

Upon the irth ongay there was wonderful high tem-
peftuous winds, marvellous in May, whereby fundry per-
fons died, and a lax fither drowned the water of Don, and
a fhip going with vi¢tuals to Dumbritton likewife perithed.

Ugon the 13th of May a mufter was made of both A-
berdeens in the links, by order of Governor Marifchal.
"They were divided, and of few number, not pafling 260 .
perfons, and 20 out of Old Aberdeen ; they had three cap-
tains, two called Forbes, and the third called Crookfhank,
given to them by the general, who wonted to be ferved with
their own commanders ; they were but few that went out,
and that fore again{t their wills. The roll is called, many are
abfent, and fo ilk man goes home without fliooting a fhot as
they were wont to do, being heartlefs and divided amongft
themfelves.

Upon the 18th of May the lord Sinclair with about 16
horfe comes to Aberdeen; helodgesin {kipper Anderfon’s,
and commanded the provoft to caufe watch his lodging all
night, whilk was done. = Marvellous how Aberdeen was
compelled by any fubje& without warrant of the king ! up-
on the morn he rides for Caithnefs ; he was one of the tu-
tors to the pupil earl of Caithnefs.

Upon the 211t of May there was a mecting of the name of
Gordon at Strathboggie, and diverfe others, amongft whom
was the laird of Drum, counfelling about the coming of ge-
neral Monro with an army. However they diffolve, and
the laird of Drum returning, happened to come by where
the laird of Monymufk was in a mofs, caufing caft peats.
He fends out one named William Forbes, brother to the
laird of Pitnacaddell, upon his beft horfe, to afk who Drum
was, being about 24 horfe ; but through this gentleman’s
own mifcarriage he is difmounted, and his mafter’s horfe
taken frae him, and he fent on foot to tell the laird tidings,
whereat he was mightily offended.

‘Now the commiflioners were written for by the eftates
to the parliament to be holden at Edinburgh the 2d of June
next, and Mr. Alexander Jaffray went commiffioner for

‘Aberdeen.
Aberdeen, Now
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Now remember, the Englifh laboured il for a parlia-
ment, whilk the king was not Willing to grant; but being
granted, they ﬂlghted the king’s defire to punifh the Scot-
tith rebellions, and labour to fettle him and them in peace
to their contentment, whilkin end craftily they did. = °

The Caftle of Edinburgh is now daily fhooting at the
town ; few durft keep the caufeway, many fled the town
for plain fear with their wives, bairns, goods and gear, and
fome perfons were {hot and flaia dead.

About this time the earl of Airly wert to the ]\ms and
court, leaving his eldeft foa the lord Ogilvy behind him ;
butin his abfence his ftately caftle was cruelly caften down,
and his ground pitifully pluadered ; fuch as Axrl) and Fur-
tour, whilk he by the marquis of Montrofe’s afliftarice
nobly revenged upon his enemies in anno 1644 and 1645-

Now there were divers barons, gentlemen, and country
people within Athel, Lochaber, and Badeacch, and high-
land parts thereabout, who would not come in and fub-
{eribe the covenant, but fiood out againft it, and withal
brake out, molefting and perturbing all fizch whereof they
might be mafters. The tables advertifed hereof, bxves or-
der to the earl of Argyle to fettle this bufinefs, who con-
veened about SOoRAPS and marched into Athol. ' The
earl hearing of Argyle’s coming, fends commiflioners to
him, promlﬁnn‘ that he nor none under his PORSE fhouid
trouble or moleft the couniry, and further that he (hould
concur and affift the good caufe to his uttermofl, and for
further affurance fent eight hoﬁage), principal mea and of
note within the country, of Stuarts and Roberilons.  Ar-
gyle heard the commiffion, and pleafantly received the hof-
tages, and faid-he fhonld have a care to keep therm, but
would nowife grant affurance of peace to the carl of A-
thol, till he fhould frft come to him himfelf.

He being advertifed herzof, refolves upon {ome condis
tions to come to Argyle, who how foon he heard of his ap-
proach, craftily fent out foine men who lay in ambufh by
the way, and took him and brought him to Argyle, who
was coming of his ownaccoid 5 but this was done to make
Argyle’s fexvice the more tho xgl,t of. The carlinall hafte
fends the earl of Atholand his eight hoftages to the tables,

T 3 to
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to abide their cenfure. Others faid he fent the hoftages
to Edinburgh without Athol’s knowlege, {yne tryfts and
caufes the earl fwear and fubfcribe at his pleafure, whilk
was thought a fair way. Having pacified the country of
Athol, he marches into Lochaber. ;

About this time he takes David Spalding, baron of Afh-
entillie in Strathardell, for his loyalty to the king, and ward-
ed him in the caftle of Dunftaffnage, while he paid to him
4000 merks, and {ubfcribed the covenant ; thereafter he is
put to liberty, and deceafes without heirs of his body, to
whom fucceeded William Spalding, whom for ftanding to
the covenant Montrofe in his wars burnt his caftle of Afhen-
tillie, and plundered and harried his ground pitifully.

His majefty by his letters patent had made the €éarl of
Northumberland captain general of his forces both by fea
and land ; but he refufed to accept, and renounced his ad-
miralty in the king’s own prefence, whereat he was dif~
pleafed, and thortly gave the famen charge to the deputy of
Ireland, his loyal fubjeét, who accepted the fame humbly.

About this time the eftates feat an heraunld with the king’s
coat of arms to the caftle of Dumbritton, commanding and
ciarging the captain thereof, called Sir John Henderfon, to-
render and give up the caftle to the eftates, whilk he ma-
nifeftly refufed, challenging the herald that he did by his
office, wearing the king’s arms and charging to render’his
mafter’s caftle, without his own command, to his fubjeés ;
and that he fhould compt for this his high offence ; and he
defired the herald to fhew the eftates that he would not o-
bey their charge, which he did, but it was not long ungiven
up.

PNow the town of Edinburgh is very diligent in raifing:
midding mounts and other engines to defend the town frae
the cannon fhot of the Caftle and walls thereof, and like-
Wife in making mines to undermine the walls of the Caftle;
but this Caftle ftood not long out, but was rendered.

Upon the 23d of May governor Marifchal direéts the
town of Aberdeen to have a nightly watch of men and
arms, and their ports clofed, which was obeyed. Upon
the 25th of May the drums tucked through both Aber-
deens in the governor’s name, charging all manner of men

. at
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at their higheft peril to mufter upon the morn in the links
in their beft arms ; they conveened very few, 16oor there-
by, out of the town, and about 60 out of the Oldtown, evil
armed and worfe hearted.  After their mufter they return-
ed home to their houfes.

The famen day the drum tucked likewife, charging the
burgh of Aberdeen to make provifionupontheirown charges
for general Monro and his army, wherewith they were not
well pleafed, albeit they durft not difobey.

. Tuefday the 26th of -May there was heard in both A-
berdeens, fhooting of ordnance about Dunnotter, which
fell out betwixt an Englifh and Scottifh thip who was pur-
fued and fled in among the craigs of Dunnotter ; but (he
was boarded by a frigate and hauled out perforce to the
fea. :

The barons and gentlemen, of the name of Gordon for
the moft part (except the lairds of Haddo and Straloch,
who would not keep their meetings) hearing of major Mon-
ro’s coming to Dunnotter with {foldiers, upon the 28th of
May fent Mr. James Gordon minifter at Kearn, with letters
to the earl Marifchal, and general Monro, craving aflurance
of peace, and to be no wife troubled, fince they and their
friends and followers were peaceably fet, and not difpofed
to offend any. They received and read thir letters, but
would write none back again, but fends this anfwer, that
they could have no affurance of peace except they wounld
all come in and fwear and {ubfcribe the covenant, and obey
whatfoever thould be enjoined them for furtherance of the
good caufe. Mr. James Gordon returned and told their
anfwer, whilk the Gordons took in evil part, as they had
reafon {o to do. »

Upon the 28th of May the inhabitants of the burgh of
Aberdeen were charged by tuck of dram to go out in their
beft armour and mest governor Marifchal and major ge-
neral Monro; whereupon 120 mufketeers and pikemen
went out and met them at the bridge of Dee. They were
eftimate to be about 8oo footmen and 40 horfe, who had
alfo fix piece of iron ordnance. They were in good order,
having blue bonnets on their heads, with feathers waving
in the wind, They entered Aberdeen, aid were quarter-

3 ed..



e TN
214 HISTORY OF THE

ed. Marifchal lodged in his own houfe, together with
Monro. They watched nightly with threefcore foldiers
always. Monro delivered to the provoﬂ and baillies cer-
tain articles in write, whilk he fent in before the incoming
of the army to the town, and whercof the tenor follows :
« Articles of Bonaccord, to be condefcended unto by the
the magiftrates of Aberdeen for themfelves, and as tak-
ing burden upon them for all the 1'1hab1t¢.nts, to be pre-
fently fealed, fubfcribed and delivered to major general

:Monro, as haung warrant from-the ear] Marifchal,

in name of the eftates of this kingdom, and general

Lefly.

1{t, Defires the magiltrates to give in a roll'or lift of
thofe mhablrants abfent or prefent who have not fub{cribed
the covenant and general band, that they may be difcerned
as bad and evil patriots.

2d, Defires the provoft, magiitrates, and all the inhabi-
tants to give their great oath of fidelity not to correfpond
or keep i-nterch'ange of intelligence with any that has not

fubfcribed the covenant or general band, under pain of

lofing of their lives, and confifcation of their goods.
> gd, Defires them to condelcend willingly to contribute
to the entertainment of the regiment, according as they fhall
be ftented, in paying of their tenth part, and their foldiers
being quartered in this town, that they be obliged for them-
felves and inhabitants not to injure any of them, under the
pain of death. \
4th, Defires they be obliged for themfelves and inhabit-
.ants not to hear any minifter within their town who hath
not fubfcribed the covenant, under pain of banifthment,
both preachers and hearers.
sth, Defires the regiment (bcmg quartered and billeted
within the town) may De entertained during their refidence
there in meat, drink, and odgmg, according to the general
order fubfcribed by the committee of eRates, for the two

part of means allowed to inferior officers and foldicrs, ac-

cording to the lift of pay, given in to the townfhip by the
major general under his h;nd, in name of the comunittee of

eftates, the general and of the carl Marifchal. <
6th, Defires the magiftrates to deliver to the major ge-
neral Before his entry, the keys of all their ports, and entry
of
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of their magazines and {tore-houfes, tolbooth, or meeting-
houfes of the town, together with the keys of goal and pri~
{on, tobe keeped at his pleafure during his abode there, for
the good of the kingdom and fafety of the town and regj-
ment, againft inteftine and foreign enemies.

7th, Defires that all corn in ftore within the town be put
under inventary, for entertainment of the regiment, in part
payment of their tenth parts, and that'the magiftrates and
inhabitants to be obliged to pay the reft in money once in
the fortnight, according to the order for paying the third
partof the foldatifta their pay in money, till they be fuper-
expended of the tenth part.

8th, Defires they be obliged to deliver all the cothmon
{pare arms, ammunition, {pades, thovels, or mattocks that
they have or can find, on their great oath, to be nfed at his
pleafure in manner forefaid for the good of the kingdom, a-
gainft inteftine and foreign enemies, and for both tneir
fafeties, and that they be obliged by their great oath to join
with him and his regiment or aflociates in fighting or work-
ing againft the enemy, in whatfomever the earl Marifchal
and he commands for the good of the kingdom and their
own fafeties.

oth, Defires they be obliged to fet all their baxters and
brewers to work againft the 2d of June next, to have pro-
vided and in readinefs 12,000 pound weight of good bifcuit
bread, together with 1000 gallons of ale and beer, to be
put in {mall barrels for the intended expedition, for which
they fhall be paid, or at leaft allowed to them in their

arts.
s 1oth, Defires that in teftimony of their bonaccord with
the foldatifta that had come fo far a march for their fafetics
from the invafion of foreign enemies, and the flavery they
and their pofterity might be brought under, they may be
pleafed out of their accuftomed generofity and prefentthank-
tulnefs to the foldatifta for keeping good order, and ef-
chewing of plundering, to provide for them 1200 pairs of
fhoes, together with 3000 ells of harden, tycken or fail
canvafs, for making of tents to fave the foldatifta, from
great inundation of rains, accuftomed to fall out under
+this northern climate,
11th,
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11th, Defires to provide againft the 2d of June, for the
intended expedition, for fettling good order in the country,
and for fupprefling our inteftine enemies and evil patriots,
that 5o horles may be in readinefs for tranfporting our can-
hons, ammunition, {pare arms, and provifion whatfomever
the carl Marifchal thinks the army to ftand in need of ;
which being accorded, fealed, and fubfcribed by the ma-
giftrates, for themfelves, and taking burden as faid is, for
all the inbabitants of the town, we will enter the town
friendly, and be anfwerable for curfelves and foldatifta for
for any diforder committed by any of our number, or
under our command, and in cafe of not fulfilling and obey-
ing our juft commands ({o far as concerns the military part
efpecially) we do hereby fignify to you, in name of the ef-
tates and general of the army, that we will take fuch fpeedy
courfe and order with you and all the inhabitants refrac-
tory, as may ftrike terror in the heart of all others our op-
pofites, following your example and difobedience, as evil
and wicked patriots ; for efchewing whereof we-heartily
defire your fubfcriptiens and feal to thir reafonable de-
mands, or a peremptory or prefent anfwer of bon-accord or
mal-accord.”

The provoft, baillies, and council of Aberdeen having
received thir ridiculous, tyrannous and fcornful articles, be-
fore Monro’s entry to the town, went direétly to council,
to confider what was beft to be done. Patrick Leflie being
provoft, with a number of the heads of the town, firong
Covenanters, condefcended to grantMonro’s defire, and in-
ftantly fealed and fubfcribed thir difagraceful articles, and
fent them to Monro s cthers of the loyal fubjeéts, were
forry that Aberdecn thould be fo molefted by Covenanters,
again{t the king and his laws, and no burgh within the
kingdom fo opprefled as Aberdeen, for their love to their
fovereign lord, and, as was faid, done by the Covenanters,
who brought Monro to the town, fearing the name of
Gordon and other royalifts.

How foon Moaro received back thir articles, fealed and
fubfcribed, Marifchal and he comes into the town, and
lodged and quariered ; receives the town’s keys, and gets
obedience to his defire, whereat many honcft men of the

royalifts
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royalifts grudged heavily ; whilk coming to Monro’s ears,
he puablickly fpake in the tolbooth in prefence of the earl
Marifchal and others prefent, that it was fore againft his
will .to come here, f{aying, the tables could get no reft
night nor day forletters coming frac Aberdeen, crying and
craving him to be fent with a regiment for their gnard and
protection ; likeas the Forbeffes and Frafers fought the
fame for their fafety, again{t the name of Gordon and
other royalifts; but Aberdeen promifed free quarters and
good entertainment, and all things nesceffary during the
fpace of a month, together with their own perfonal fervice
of the town on all occafions 5 whilk tale proved moft true
for the town was divided, fome for the king and fome for
the covenant 3 but the Covenanters never thought to have
been burdened with maintenance of «this regiment, but to
have efcaped, and the royalifts to have payed for all;
wherein they were deceived, as juft from God, and repent-
ed themfelves for bringing men hither, whenthey could
not helpit. However, the royalifts hated the covenanters
fo much the more for this bufinefs. The king afar off,
hearing but not helping thir calamities, as Aberdeen hop-
ed for, becanfethat he now fees clearly that the lower houfe
of England are upon the counfel of thir diforders, as here-
after does plainly appear. In the mean time honeft men
of the town, and loyal fubjects to the king, feeing matters
go thus, fled the town, and clofed up their gates and doors
before Monro’s incoming to the town, fuch as James Crook-
fhank, William Scot, and fome others. Monro hearing of
this, meddles with the- keys of the faid William Scot’s
houfe, put his wife and bairns to the door, plundered the
goods, and deftroyed trees and dales, whereof there were
ftore. But him{elf and George Stuart fled the country and
went to Norway.

They likewife violently brake down the four glafs win-
dows of the faid James Crookthank’s houfe, whilk he would
never repair until he faw better days. They likewife mafter-
fully took up his rents and living of Wewhills and Bogfair-
lie, pertaining to him in heritage, as.likewife the multures
of the town’s milns of Aberdeen, whercof he was but tackf-
man, to his great fkaith, whilk he fuffered patiently. - He

fled
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fled here and there through the country, and durft not be
feen within nor without the town, being fore envied for his
loyalty to the'king; and he ftood out fo conftantly, that he
would never yield nor {fubfcribe the covenant till February
1642, that he could do no more, and indeed few burgeffes
of his rank or above it did the like.

Monro caufed big up betwixt the croffes a court de
guard, for faving his foldiers frac weet or cold on the
night, and wherein they fhould be, except fuch as were on
watch. William Scot’s timber now paid for all in his ab-
fence, being a true royalilt, who fuftained much more
{kaith befides. This conrt de guard was bigged betwixt
the croffes, as faid is, but on Sunday the 23d of January
1642 there rofe a mighty wind that blew down the fame.

Upon Sunday the laft of May, Mr. David Lindfay par-
fon of Belhelvie, (by direction of the general affembly and
prefbytery of Aberdeen) teached here in Old Aberdeen.
After fermon he read out another covenant, with the Ge-
neral Affembly’s declaration following thereupon, affirm-
ing the covenant called the king’s £o0 be agreeable to theirs,
and that epifcopacy was not expedient in our kirk of Scot-

- land. The Pertharticles, high commiffion book of canons,

were unlawful, after the reading whereof the famen was
fubfcribed over'again by fuch men as were within the kirk,
yea by the regents, and by bairns about 15 or 16 years of
age, albeit the regents had fubfcribed before in February,
and myfelf {fubfcribed this covenant prefented to me by the
magiftrates, after I had fubfcribed the king’s covenant pre-

. fented by the marquis of Huntly, and another T {ubfcribed

in the fame place, prefented by the lairds of Benholm and
Auldbar.

The preacher exhorted the people, by many perfuafions,
mixed with terror and threatning, to fubfcribe this holy
covenant with heart and vplifted hand, afluring the con-
temners or difobeyers to be forely punifhed. The people
per force gave obedience, and fuch as were not in the kirk
in the forenoon, he took their fubfcriptions in the after-
noon after fermon, and fuch as had not fublcribed, he
carried their names with kim in write. His text before-
noon was upon the firft verfe of the 17th chapter of Gene-

{is.
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fis. He was a violent man for the good caufe. Thus are
thir covenants fubfcribed more through fear than the hearts
of many, and all the ways that could be devifed to make
the fame ftedfaft and fure, made it never ftronger, but was
croft, as ye {hall hereafter fee. :

The famen Sunday the ear] Marifchal (not now gover- -
nor, becaufe Monro had got the town’s keys) with general
Monro, went to the High Church to hear devotion, and
their foldiers to the Gray-friars church. The minifter of
their own army preached to them, but Mr. James Sibbald,
one of the town’s minifters, a fingular man, was then de-
barred from any further preaching, as an anti-covenanter,
to the great grief of the town’s people.

About this time the earl of Montrofe, by direction of the
eftates, upon a fign of parley went to the Caftle 6f Edin-
burgh,and defired general Ruthven captain of the faid Caftle,
to render the famen to the eftates, with the royal ornaments,
fuch as the crown, {cepter, and {word, lying within the fa-
men, becaufe the parliament was near the down-fitting 5
but the noble captain boldly and plainly refufed. Mon-
trofe turns back and told the eftates his anfwer, where-
upon they caufed write fome few lines, charging him to
give over the caftle, and render the ornaments of the crown
within 48 hours, under the pain of forfeiture of life and
_ goods ; whilk charge fo written was wompled about an ar-
row head, {yne thot up over the caftle walls, where Ruth-
ven might find the fame, whilk he did, but {toutly he kept
his charge, till at laft he was forced to yield.

Ubpon the fecond day of June, Mr. John Gregory, mi-
nifter at Drumoak, was brought in to Monro by a party of
foldiers; he was taken out of his maked bed upon the
night, and his houfe pitifully plundered. He was clofcly
keeped in {kipper Anderfon’s houfe, having five mufketeers
watching him night and day, and fuftained upon his own
expences. None, no not his own wife, could have private
conference with him, fo ftraitly was he there watched.
Atlaft he is fined to pay major general Monro 1000 merks
for his outftanding againft the covenant, and {yne got li-
berty to go; but in the General Aflembly holden in July
he was neverthelefs fimpliciter deprived, becaufe he would

chied) 8] not
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not fubfcribe the covenant; and when all was done, he is
forced to comein and yield to fublfcribe the covenant.
‘The faid fecond of June the drum goes through Aber-
deen, charging the haill inhabitants incontinent to bring
to the tolbooth the haill fpades, fhovels, mells, mattocks,
barrows, picks, gavelocks, and fuch inftruments within the
town, meet for undermining, whilk was fhortly done.
‘Thereafter Monro took np a new mufter of his own fol-
diers, and of the young men alfo in the links. He direéts
before him four pét pieces, then goes to the array,and takes
about 150 of the bravelt men of Aberdeen, fore againft
their wills, and mixes in among his own foldiers. He
caufed carry alfo the forefaid inftruments for undermining,
and upor, the faid 2d day of June began about ten hours
at even to march towards the place of Drum, and encamps
bard befide. The laird was not at home, but his lady with
{ome pretty men was within the houfe, whilk was furnith-
ed with ammunition and all provifion neceffary for defence
of that ftrong houfe. How foon Marifchal and Monro
¢ame within diftance and thot of mufket of the houfe, they
thet off of the houfe two of Monro’s men dead, whilk
they beheld ;- then they direéted frae the camp to the houfe
a fummonds, charging them to render and give over the
houfe, whercupon the lady craved fome fhort fpace to be
advifed, whilk was granted ; after that the craved fome
time to advertife her hufband, whilk was alfo granted.
In the mean time of this parley, Marifchal rides to Dunnot-
ter frae the camp ; the lady upon her own good confidera-
tions renders up the houfe to Monro, and delivers him the
keys, upon condition that her foldiers fhould go out with
their arms, bag and baggage, fafe and free, and that her-
felf, with her children and fome ferving women, fhould
kave liberty to remain within a chamber of the place,
whilk conditions were granted, and Monro mans the houfc,
leaves a commander with forty foldiers to keep the famen,
and to live upon the provifion already provided, and when
that was done to live upon the laird’s rents, fo long asthey
ftayed there, and the lady to fend the laird to Monro. Many
marvelled that this ftrong well provided houfe (hould have
bezn fo foon tendered without more danger.
Monro
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Monro upon the fifth of June leaves Drum, and returns
back triumphantly to Aberdeen, where the earl Marifchal
met him, and that fame night about fix o’clock they heard
fermon, -and gave thanks to God for the intaking of this
ftrong houfe with fo little fkaith. = Their foldiers lay in the
place to the sth of September upon the laird’s great charges
and expences. .

Upon the forefaid sthof June there camg to Old Aber-
deen about 6oo of Marifchal’s men out of the Mearns,
but they got little entertainment there, Upon the morn
they were quartered in New Aberdeen, with Monro’s fol-
diers, and remained, wrecking the town till the 18th of
June.

Sunday, June 7, about eleven of the clock at night, there
came out of New Aberdeen abont 200 foldiers, with their
commanders. At the bridge of Don they divided into three
parts, whereof one went towards ¥overan and Knockhall,
another by White Cairns towards Udny and Fiddefs ; the
third towards Fetternear; they broke up the gates of Fo-
veran, Udny, and Fiddefs ; they took meat and drink, but
did little more fkaith, the lairds of Foveran and Udny be-
ing both abfent and in England, as royalifts and anti-cove-
nanters. The lady Udny dwelling in Knockhall, renders
the keys; they gave them back upon the morn without do-
ing great wrong, and returned back to their quarters in
Aberdeen. : :

Thofe who went to Fetternear found the gates keeped
clofe, the laird himfelf being within, They began to purfue
the entry gate, whilk was well defended, and one of their
foldiers fhot thereat, whereof he died. Shortly thereafter
the reft leaves the purfuit, and that hurt foldier behind
them, and returns back to Aberdeen without more ado.
The laird, fearing fome trouble to follow, difplenithed
the place, left nothing turfable within, clofed up the gates,
and took his wife, children and fervants with him to fome
other part; but fhortly there came frae Aberdeen another
party of foldiers to the fame place ; they brake up the gates
and doors, entered the houfe and chambers, brake down
windows, beds, boards, and left no kind of plenifhing un-
bewn down, whilk did them little good, albeit fkaithful to

U 2 the.
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theowner. Such as they could carry with them they took,
fyne returned back to Aberdeen; but the laird fled the
conntry, and to Berwick goes he.

Upon the gth of June the laird of Drum with fome few
horfe came into Aberdeen, according to his lady’s promife at
the renderingof the houfe; he met with Marifchaland Mor-
ro, drank kindly and friendly together, and kept him ftill
befide them, and in the mean time Montrofe fent out parties
of foldiers, and brought into Aberdeen the lairds of For-
nett, Fedret, Haddo, Hiltoun, Culter, Aughter-Ellon, Cam-
phell, Nethermuir, Mr. John Gordon minifter at Birfe,
(who was taken out of his naked bed) and diverfe other
known anti-covenanters, whom he kept befide him alfo un-
till he went to Edinburgh, and had them all with him.

Thomas Cheyne of Ranieftone, as a papift, was brought
into Aberdeen, where he was forced to {wear and {ubferibe
the covenant, {fyne wan home.

Thomas Crombie being abfent in England, his place of
Kemnay is taken in, his girnel broken up, and ftore of vic~
tual taken out, and parted among the foldiers. Thus.all
forts of people who would not fwear and fubfcribe the Co-
venant, and contribute to the good caufe, were grievoully
overcome and opprefled, without law or authority of his
majeflty. ;

Upon the oth of June the craftfmen of Old Aberdeen
were compelled amongft them to furnith out five foot fol-
diers, to help to make up Monro’s regiment, who had more
need of fupport te keep in their lives.

Upon the faid gth of June the lord Gordon, the laird
of Cluny, with fome few fervants, came frae England
quietly by fea ; they land a boat at the Cove, and brought
aboard Alexander Gordon of Prafmoir, and Mr. Thomas
Gordon at Kettock’s-mill, who told how the country was
ruled ; they came athore unefpied, with whom landed James
TFarquhar, burgefs in Aberdeen. The bark goesto fea, and
lands at Nether Buckie in the Enzie, and James Farquhar
comes hame to his own houfe; but he is fhortly taken and
warded by Marifchal and Monro, and demanded who came
in the bark ; he declared the truth, and fo was let go, after
fome other querries.

The
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The lord Gordon ftayed at home till about the 23d of
July, {yne hoifted fail at Nether Buckie, and comes along
this coalt towards England; his departure is {pied, and
Monro is advertifed, who fends out a bark with well pro-
wvided {oldiers to attend him; they come in fight, and were -
very near her, but being at the windward fhe efcaped and
wan fafely away, they being all the time ignorant of this

lot.
P Upon the 1oth of June the foldiers were drilled in the
Links, and thereafter a council of war was holden in the
tolbooth of Aberdeen, by Marifchal and Monro, and the
reft. There were brought before them the lairds of Cul~
lier, Aughter-Ellon, Camphell, Nethermuir, Fornet, Tho-
mas Nicolfon, George Johnfton, George Morifon, George
Gordon, Robert Forbes, Mr. Alexander Reid®David Ri-
ckart and William Petrie, townfmenand burgefles of Aber-
deen, but the lairds of Drum, Haddo, Federit, and Mr. John
Rofs minifter were not brought before this committee, but
had South. The reft were accufed for their ontftanding
and being contrary minded to the good caufe; they made
their own anfivers, but were not well heard ; in the end
they were all ordained to lodge in Mr. Henry Buchan’s
houfe, fit and prepare themfelves to go to Edinburgh upon
the morrow, and in the meantime fet a ftrair guard about -
their lodging, that none fhould go in ner out without li-
cence, whilk thir gentlemen were compelled to obey.

Upon the morrow they took their leave from Aberdeen,
leaving their friends with forry hearts. "They were guard-
ed and convoyed by {oldiers as throat-cutters and murder~
ers, whereat they were difpleafed, but could not mend it.
The firft night they came to Cowie, and {ua forth to Edin-
burgh, convoyed by ilk fheriffdom to another.

"The old laird of Gight, a ficklytender man, being by
chance at this time in Montrofe, is thken by one captain
Beatoun, and had to Edinburgh with the reft; his honfe
of Ardeflic pitifully plundcred, becaufe he was a papift,
and outftander againft the good canfe. How foon they
came to Edinburgh they were a]l warded in the tolbooth,
and fhortly our town{imen are fitft brought in before the
tables. They are accufed as contrary to the good canfe ;

.3 they
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they made their own anfwers, which were not well heard,
whereupon they are committed again to ward, but in re-
- 1peét of the laird of Gight and Thomas Morifon’s ficknefs,
‘they got liberty, and were confined in the town, where
old Gight departed this life. After examination of our
burgefles, the lairds of Cultur, Aughter-Ellon, Fornett,
Camphell, and Nethermuir, were brought in and accufed,
and returned back to ward, where one and all were forced
to ftay during the fpace of fix months, to their great dif-
pleafure and hurt of their health, with great charges and
expences ; at laft it pleafed the eftates to fine them as
“follows 3 and firft for our townfimen, Thomas Nicolfon
was fined in 2000 merks, George Johnfton 1000 pounds,
David Rickart 1000 merks, Robert Forbes 1000 pounds,
‘William Petrie 1000 merks. George Morifon and George
Jamefon by moyan wan free, and paid no fine. George
Gordon 1000 merks. Mr. Alexander Reid by means of
the earl of Mar was tranfported to Stirling, there to re-
main in ward till he paid 2000 merks, {yne got liberty.
"The laird of Cultur was fined in 3000 merks, the laird
of Aughter Ellon-1000 merks, Nethermuir 3000 merks,
Fornet merks; Camphell Thus Barons and bur-
gefles are faft warded, fyne fined and compelled to pay the
famen before they went out of the tolbooth, then fet to li-
berty and ilk man came home to his own houfe. Thus the
king’s loyal fubjeéts are forced to fuffer.

Ye heard how our parliament was adjourned frae the
14th of November 1639 to the 11th of June 1640, whilk
day being come, the parliament fat down without either
king or commiffioner, whercof the like was never {een in
the Chriftian World, where any king ruled, as our aéts of
parliament bears in the name of the king or his commiffioner,
&c.  This parliament fits down, and the printed alts have
o relation to the king or commiffioner, but only entitled,

A&s paft and done in this prefent parliament, which fat
down the 11th of June, 1640.
The firft aét whereof choofe Robert lord Burghlie to be
prefident, in refpet of the abfence of the king’s commif-
fioner.

The
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The fecond aét conflitutes the three eftates of parliament,
viz. nobles, barons, and burgeffes, and abolithed bithops.

The next aét ratifies the alts of the affembly. The next
had relation to John earl of Traquair, lord commiffioner,
{uppofe no mention of that parliament is amongft the print-
ed alts. However, thereis about 39 ats made up by this
prefident, and three eftates forefaid, without king, commi{-
fioner, crown, fword, or fcepter. Uncouth to fee ! the
fume is prorogated to the 19th of November next, fyne dif-
folves 5 whilk day being come, the faid Robert Lord Burgh-
lie is again chofen prefident by the eftates, and adjourned
to the 14th of January 1641, frae that continued to the .
r3th of April 1641, frae that adjourned to the 25th of
May, frae that to the 15th of July 1641. Thus is this
parliament continued from day to day, the lord Burghlie
ftill chofen prefident, and.to the whilk 1gth of July the
king came himfelf, as ye have hereafter.

After the laft continuation of parliament Felt Marifchal
Lefly mufters his army in the Links of Leith, who were
eftimate to 16,000 men, with expert captains and com-
--manders. The young laird of Gight is forced by Mari{=
chal and Monro to come in, and upon Friday the r1th of
June he came to Aberdeen before the council of war; he
gets 48 hours protection. A challenge of combat pafk be-
twixt him and the laird of Philorth; Marifchal gets word,
fends a party of foldiers for him, to efchew this fight, and
‘took him out of his naked bed, lying in Thomas Lefly’s
houfe in Old Aberdeen. Gight (under proteftion) mar=
velled at this bufirefs, not knowing Marifchal’s purpofe,
but he gets liberty frac the captain that took him, to ride be-
fide him (who was alfo horfed)over to the town and {peak
with Marifchal; the captain feeing his horfe but alittle nag,
was content, and {o they ride on till they come to the Juf-
tice Port, where Gight fhifts the captain and all his keep-
ers, and by plain fpeed he wins away to all their diigraces,
and to Germany goes he, where he ftays.

Major Monro upon the r3th of June received from the
town of Aberdeen 5000 pounds for their tenths and 20ths,
to fuftain his foldiers on, and 5000 pounds by virtue of the
general band, with 1200 pairs of fhoes, and 3000 ells of

harden
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harden to be his foldiers fhirts. Marifchel at this famen
time took up from them 40000 pounds of fines alfo : thus is
this noble burgh, without king or law, wrecked in their
,perfons, goods and gear, for their loyalty tothe king; and
all the reft of the burrows living in peace.

Marifchal and Monro having gotten money the {famen
day, Marifchal removes his foldiers out of Aberdeen, and
difbands them all. Monro leaves 700 foldiers quartered
in Aberdeen, and goes South himfelf, having in his com-
pany the lairds of Drum, Haddo, Federat, Hiltown, and
Mr. John Rofs minifter. He prefents them to the tables
at Edinburgh ; they are all warded in the tolbooth, and for
their loyalty to the king are fined, viz. The laird of
Drum 1000 merks, Federet 4000 merks, Haddo 2000
merks ; Hiltown by moyan wan free, and Mr. John Rofs
3000 merks, but whether taken up or componed I cannot
tell. '

The 14th of June Mr. William Johnfton dotor of phy-
fick, departed this life in New Aberdeen. Mr. William
Gordon, another dottor of phyfick, departed this life a little
before in Old Aberdeen, as ye have heard. Doctor Bar-
ron profeflor of divinity, and doctor Rofs, one of the mini-
fters of Aberdeen, four matchlefs men, yea and almoft
matchlefs in any burgh of Scotlard, departed this life, to
the grief of Aberdeen and the country alfo; and all this
happened fince the beginning of this covenant. N

Upon Tuefday the 16th of June major Monro drew out
‘both Aberdeens to mufter in the Links; few came out of
the town, becaufe many were fled, whereat he was angry,
and fhortly communded to go fearch the burgh, and bring
vith themold and young ; but few were found, and fuch
as came to the Links were deeply fworn upon what arms
they had. He looked alfo to our Oldtown men, who were
in the Links, about 100 men, for the moft part without
mufket, fword or pike: he proudly demands, if they had
no more arms ; they anfwered not, becaufe the laird of
Craigievar had plundered their haill arms frae them before.
Then fays Monro, ¢ a mad bull may go through you all,”
and fo left them, and ik man returned home without more

ado.
: The
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The committee of eftates at Edinburgh had ordained two
committees to be ele€ted and chofen, the one thereof con-
ftantly to remain at Edinburgh, the other conftantly to re-
main with Felt Marifchal Lefly, at his excellency’s camp;
and ilk committee to confift of {ix nobles, {ix barons, and
fix burgefles; and thir two committees to order the coun-
try and camp, and in the meantime great preparations were
made for raifing of an army.

Upon Thurfday the 18th of: June Monro preﬂ'cs and
takes perforce out of their naked beds, fome Aberdeen’s
men and crafts boys, to make the number of- 16 foldiers,
whilk the town was ftented to, for Old Aberdeen was fteat-
ed to five, whilk they fent before ; and thir foldiers with
the country foldicrs to make up 300, to be eiked to Mon-
r0’s regiment, confifting then of 700, and to-make up a full
regiment of 1ooco. Ie canfes put up betwixt the croffes
a timber mare, whereon runagate knaves and runaway fol-
diers fhould ride. Uncouth to fee fuch difcipline in A-
berdeen, and painful for the trefpaffer to fuffer.

Upon Friday the 19th of June Monro drills in the
Links, and thereafter daily, and there was coming and go-
ing to him continually country barons and gentlemen, and
uponthefame day there wasa committee holdenat Aberdeen
by the tutor of Pitfligo, the laird of Monymufk, George
Baird of Auchmedden, and diverfe others, Mr. James
Martin minifter at Peterheed, moderator of the affembly
of this diocefe to the next provincial affembly, Mr. Tho-
mas Martin minifter at Deer, Mr. David Lindfay parfon
of Belhelvie, and Mr. George Sharp minifter at Fyvie.
There were letters dire¢t out frae this committee againft
certain outftanding minifters, fuch as Mr. John Rofs mini-
fter at Birfe, Mr. John Gregory minifter at Drumoak, Mr.
Alexander Strachan minifter at Chapel of Garioch, doc-
tor Forbes laird of Corfe, dottor Sibbald minifter at Aber-
deen, doltor Scroggie minifter at Old Aberdeen, Mr. Ri-
chard Maitland minifter at Abercherder, Mr. John Forbes
at Auchterlefs, with divers others, to compear before the
committee to be holden at Aberdeen the 7th of July next
to come, to anfwer for their difobedience and outftanding.

The earl of Airly went from home to England, feating
the troubles of the land, and that he fhould be preffed ta

fub-
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fubfcribe the covenant whether he would or not, whilk by
fleeing the land he refolved to efchew as well as he could,
and left his cldeft fon the lord Ogilvie, a brave young no-
bleman, behind him at home. 'Uhe eftates or tables, hear-
ing of his departure, direted the earls of Montrofe and
Kinghorn to go to the place of Airly, and to take in the
fame, and for that effeét to carry cartows with them, who
went and fummoned the lord Ogilvie to render the houfe,
(being an impregnable ftrength by nature, well manned
with all fort of munition and provifion neceffary) who an-
{wered, his father was abfent, and he left no fuch commif-
fion with him as to render his houfe to any fubjetts, and
that ke would defend the famen to his power till his father
returned from England. There were {fome fhots fhot at the
‘houfe, and fome from the houfe, but the affailants finding
the place unwinnable, by nature of great {trength, without
great {kaith, left the place without mickle lofs on either fide,
then departed therefrae in June. ]
Now the committee of eftates finding no contentment in
this expedition, and hearing how their friends of the name
of Forbes and others in the country were daily injured and
oppreft by highland lymmars, broken out of Lachaber,
Clangregor out of Brae of Athol, Brae of Mar, and divers
other places, therefore they give order to the earl of Ar-
gyle to raife men out of his own country and firft to goito
Airly and Furtour, two of the earl of Airly’s principal
houfes, and to take in and deftroy the fame, and next to go
upon thir lymmars and punith them; likeas conform to
his order he raifes an army of about 5000 men and marches
towards Airly, but the lord Ogilvie hearing of his com-
ing with fuch irrefiftible force, refolves to flee and leave
the houfe manlefs ; and fo for their own falety, they wife-
ly fled, but Argyle moft cruelly and inhumanely enters
the houfe of Airly and beats the fame to the ground, and
right fua he does to Furtour 5 fyne fpoiled all within both
houfes, and fuch as could not be carried they mafterfully
brake down and deftroyed. Thereafter they fell to his
ground, plundered, robbed, and took away from himfelf,
his men, tenants, and fervants, their haill goods and gear,
corns and cattle whatfomever that they could get, and left
nothing
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nothing but bare bounds of fic as they could carry away
with them, and what could not be deftroyed they defpite-
fully burnt up by fire. * This fervice done by this earl of

" Argyle againft that nobleman the earl of Airly, the king’s

loyal fubje®, without any warrant or authonty, he then
addreffes himfelf to Athol, (where the lord Loudon, being

fet at Jiberty out of the tower of London came to fee Ar-

gyle) the carl of Athol hearing of Argyle’s coming, offered

to do what he would command him, and fent forth 48 men,

chief in that country, of the names of Stuart and Robert--
fon, till he fhould come and perform his promife. Argyle

accepted the gentlemen, dnd without Athol’s knowledge -
fent them to the tables, fyne tryfts and caufes Athol fwear

and fubfcribe as he pleafed. This was not fair play. From

Athol he goes to Lochaber, and as he marches, he gets due

obedience from barons, gentlemen, and others through

the country, he plundered and fpoiled zll Lochaber, and

burnt M¢Donald’s houfe of Keppach, holden of the houfe

of Huntly. He left a captain with 200 men to keep

this conntry, but they were all killed by the people of that

country.” "Thus Argyle goes through all, men offering fub-

jection and obedience to him, whereof he fends fome to
Edinburgh to the tables, others he takes to fwear and fub-
fcribe the covenant, band of relief, and contributing to the

good caufe, and fuffered them to ftay at home. This done

he difbands his army, and comes down Dee fide, about
1200 men, but what order he took of the broken men, op-
preffors of the country, was not mikle heard ; fo forward

was he for the covenant.

About this time the old conftable of Dundee being aged
and fickly, was carried by coach, unable to ride, to Edin-
burgh, becaufe he was an outftander againft the covenant.
Horrible oppreffion !

The King’s thips are daily taking our Scottith thips, to the
humber of 8o fmall and great ; they are had to Berwick,
Newcaftle, Holy Ifland, and fuch like ports, their goods
loofed and inventaried and clofely kept.  The Englith be-
held this, to humour the king in revenge of the Scots, but

2l was reftored haill and found to the owners withogt lofs
of a groat.

Upen
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Upon Sunday the 21t of June fix flight foldiers, alledg-
ing a warrant frae captain Wallace their captain, to take
falmon frae the fithers of Don, whilk were tane on Sun-
day, came with {ix creels on their backs, and began to fill
them up with falmon taken the night before. Prafmoir,
an heritor of the faid water, advertifed hereof, goes with
his brother John Gordon, takes back the fifhes plundered
frae him and his neighbours, and caufed them carry them
back in their own creels, and took from thefe fix beaftly fel-
lows the fith and creels.

Upon Saturday the 26th of June fix drums went through
Aberdeen, commanding and charging the haill inhabitants
to bring to the carl Marifchal’s clofe their haill armour,
fuch as fword, piftol, and all other kind of arms, and com- .
manded the baillies to go quarterly through the town that
none fhould be obfcured. The town’s people gave obedi-
ence. Monro caufed take up inventary of ilk man’s arms,
fyne commanded them to lay down the fame within
the earl Marifchal’s clofe, or rather houfe, and ilk man
to go home, for he would keep thefe arms for his own ufe.
The town’s people were pafling forry for bereaving them
of their arms by fuch an uncouth flight, few burrows in
Scotland having better, but no remead; they went home
with patience per force, and forced to fuffer this abufe for
their loyalty to the king.

Now the committee of eftates had given order to furnith
out through all Scotland a number of regiments of rick-
matfters, confifting of 100 horfe to ilk regiment, and he
who could fpend 5o chalders of victual or free rent of
money, to furnifh out one rickmafter, with fword, piftol,
carabine, or lance, and an horfe worth 8o pound; and
fiklike that there fhould be furnifhed out footmen,
with all kind of provifion neceffary, fuch as cloaths, {word,
mufket, hagbut, fpear, pike, all under the pain of plun-
dering. Ilk fheriffdom being particularly ftented and valu-
ed through the kingdom, both Aberdeens were alfo valued
and ordained to furnith out, (by and attour the footmen
that was given before,) the furniture of fix rickmafters,
whereof the poor old town was put to two, whilk they were
unable to do, not having fo much free rent; but the);) got

about
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about 40 chalders of vitual and filver rent out of the bi-
fhop’s kavil, confifting of three cobles on the water of Don,
and other rents out of the famen water, to help to make up
this furnithing. Here it is to be marked that no anti-cove-
nanter nor papift was thus vexed nor ftented in their land,
goods nor gear, but only the Covenanters, whilk bred
fufpicion that a greater evil was to befal them.

Upon Saturday the 27th of June, 200 men with their
commanders paft out of Aberdeen. They plundered the
lairds of Balbithan, Hedderwick, and Lethentie, they brake
up the laird of Newton Gordon’s yetts and doors of New-
ton ; they fpoilzied what they could get unput afide ; but
finding little, they barbarcufly brake down beds, boards,
ambries, and plenithing within the houfe, fyne plundered
out of and about thefe bounds, 12 horfes frae the poor te-
nants. They plundered alfo the laird of Drum’s grounds,
himfelf lying warded in Edinburgh, and took frae his te-
nants about 18 horfe. They allo took an honeft man with-
in the fame ground called James Irvine, alias Scalpie, and
ficlike Mr. Andrew Logie minifter at Rain, Mr. John
Cheyne minifter at Kintore, Mr. William Leith minifter at
Kinkell, Mr. William Strachan minifter at Daviot, and Mr.
Samuel Walker minifter at Montkeggy. Thir five minifters
were taken as outftanders ; they got noliberty to ride upon.
horfes, but were compelled to go on foot with thir foldiers,
who together with their prey of horfe and goods, retarned
back to Aberdeen upon Wednefday the firft of July: thus

" was this poor country brought in great mifery by thir and
the like oppreflions, without warrant of law or juflice, and
exprefsly contrary to his majefty’s former proclamations.

Upon Thurfday the laltof June one of captain Daizeli’s
foldiers fwimming for his paftime, was pitifully drowned at
the fhore of Aberdeen; and an old man of the town, call-
ed James Birnie, Webfter, above threefcore and twelve
years of age, hearing of his death, anfwered, He withed
all the reft to go that gate, was fhortly warded for thefe
words; fyne rode the mare, to his great hurt and pain.
Thus none durft do nor {peak any thing agaiaft them.

Upon Thurf{day the 2d of July the earl Marifchal re-
turned back to Aberdcen, from the parliament holden in

b Ldinburgh.
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Edinburgh. e fuffered the laird of Haddo to go to Kelly
from Dunnotter. It is true, he had quitted the company
of the Gordons, and cled himfelf with the earl Marifchal,
his near coufin, and attended and followed him South and
North at his pleafure, otherwife he behoved to fuffer
plundering and oppreffion as the reft’ of his friends did.
In the mean time it was reported he fined him in a thou-
{fand merks, and a brave horfe worth 600 merks, and
caufed him againft his will to pay the famen. The laird of °
Newton Gordon, feeing the world go fo, yielded and
came in the earl Marifchal’s will, promifing to attend his
fervice, in all fortunes and againft all perfons, at his com-
mand ; and becaufe he had no other fecurity, he laid be-
fide the earl his charter cheft for his faithful obedience.
Neverthelefs he kept neither oath nor promife, as he had
promifed.

The fame fecond of July rickmafter Forbes charged Old
Aberdeen to make preparation for lodging and entertain-
ing 100 horfemen in meat and drink, and in ftables for pay=-
ment, except their beds ; but the Lord looked down upon
the miferable oppreflions of this town, unable to fuftain
themfelves frae cold and hunger, and delivered them from
this oppreflion by the goodnefs of Marifchal and Monro,
who hearkened to a fupplication given in by an Old Town-
man, and incontirent caufed -them all to be had over to
New Aberdeen, there to be quartered that fame night.”

Friday the 3d of July there were numbered and heard
upon the cawiey of Aberdeen about 28 fhots of cannon, in
a fea fight about the Cove, betwixt a ftranger great war
thip and two little Scottifh barks, which were chafed in
among the craigs of the Cove, where the great fhip durft
not foliow them, and thercfore fhot to have funk them.
‘The barks landed a man who haftily came to Aberdeen,
declaring their danger to Monro, craving his aid and af-
fiftance, who incontinent direted captain Dalzell with 58
foldiers mufketeers. They went over the water, by Torrie,
and Marifchal goes himfelf to fee this fport.—1he (hip-
man told that he feared the enemy to board their thips by
boats, and {poil all their goods; to prevent this danger, he
couro;s them fecretly under the feoug of a rock, to attemé

1
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if any of their boats would loofe, but none came, fo the

left thir two Scottifh fhips in the craigs, and goes to fea. .
Dalzell returns back to Aberdeen, and the two barks wins

away ; but the Covenanters were fomewhat dafhed at the

noife of thir canons, till the matter was declared.

Marifchal upon the 4th of July rode down to Kelly,
where he ftayed with his coufin the laird, till Monro took
gate to Strathbogie.”

Sunday the sth of Julya faft was folemnly kept till five
hours at even in New (but not in Old) Aberdeen, praying
for peace ; and that famen night about 10 hours at even,
major Monro begins to march from Aberdeen towards
Strathboggie. He had about 800 men, whereof there
were fome town’s men, and fix patters or fhort picces of
ordnance, and thus he marches that night to Kintore,
where the earl Marifchal met him with fome company.
In Monro’s abfence colonel Alexander, mafter of Forbes,
had orders with fome few foldiers to keep Aberdeen.
Monday frae Kintore they march to Harthill, whofe ground
they fpoilzied pitifully, himlelf lying warded in Edin-
burgh. Tuefday they march to Gairptullie, and did the
like fpoilzie there. Wednefday they march thence, and
on Thur{day the gth of July they came to Strathboggie,
and by the way as they came, they took horfe, nolt, theep,
and kine, driving them all the way before them, flew and
eat attheir pleafure. They brake up girnels wherever they
came, to furnith themfelves bread ; thus coming after this
manner to Strathboggie, the firft thing they entered to do
was hewing down the pleafant planting about Strathboggie,
to be huts for the foldiers to fleep in on the night, where-
by the haill camp was well provided in huts. The mar-
quis of Huntly being abfent himfelf in England, Marifchal
fends to his good-dame’s fifter the marchionefs of Huntly,
to render the keys of Strathboggie, herfelf dwelling in the
Bog, whilk fhe willingly obeyed ; then they fell to meddle
with the meal girnels, whereof there was ftore within that
place, took in the office-houfes, began fhortly to- bake,
brew, and make ready good chear, and when they wanted
took in beef, mutton, hen, capon, and fuch like, out of
Glenfiddich and Auchendown, where the country people

X 2 had
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had tranfported their beftial and ftore, of purpofe out of
the way from the bounds of Strathboggic. So they wanted
not geod entertainment for a little pains.

In the mean time a notable lymmar, feeing the world go
fo, brake loofe, called alfo John Dugar, an highland rogue,
and fell to in his fort of plundering likewife ; he ftole, reft,
and fpoilzied out of the fheriffdom of Murray a great num-
ber of country people’s horfe, nolt, kine, and fheep, and
brought them without refcue to the fields of Auchindown,
where he was feedicg them peaceably. = Monro hearing of
this, {fends out rickmafler Forbes with good horfemen and
24 mufketeers, to bring back thir goods out of Auchin-
down frae this robber thereof, but John Dugar ftoutly bade
them, and defended his prey manfully. Monro then
commanded them to charge them on horfeback, whilk aifo
they bade, till they fhot all-their guns, fyne fled all away,
and Forbes followed no more, but returned back, whereat
Monro was angry, feeing he did not follow and take
thofe limmars. e anfwered, it was not riding-ground.
The laird of Auchindown being within the place with a-
bout 400 of his friends and others, who fled to the fame
as a ftrong hold for refuge, feeing this pell mell betwixt
* John Dugar and thir foldiers, iffued out of the place about
16 horfe, and fet upon rickmaftér Forbes, betwixt whom
was fome bickering without great {kaith. Monro with more
number of men comes forward to this guife, and Auchin-
down was forced to flee back to the place with no fkaith.
Monro purfued not the houfe, finding it difficult to con-
quels, but fhortly fell to plundering, and out of thir bounds
took Dugar’s goods and others, above 2500 horfe, nolt,
and kine, with a great number of fheep, and bought them
with him'to Strathboggie, and were fold by the foldiers to
the owners back again for a merk the fheep, and a dollar
the nolt, but {till kept the horfe unfold. Shortly there-
after the place of Auchindown was willingly rendered, the
men within left the fame defolate, and the keys were deli-
vered to Monro. Forbes took for his part of this {poilzie
about 60 head of nolt, and fent them to be fed upon the
bounds of Dyce, his good brother’s lands. Monro hear-

ing of this, compelled him to bring back the fame nolt frae
i ¢ Dyce
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Dyce to Strathboggie, and to fell them to the owners with
the reft, and thereafter worthily cathiered him for his fee-
ble fervice, in not following Dugar more clofely than he
did.

In the mean time Marifchal’s men, who were plundered
by the Gordons and their company at Strachan, Kintore,
and Hallforeft, as ye have before, foundly repaid themfelves
at their own hand with intere(t, without making of price.
So one good turn meets another.

But before Forbes was cathiered, he proved truly ftout in
one piece, whilk was at Monro’s command. He went to
Mortlich, took his near coufin Mr. William Forbes minifter
there, and brought him per force to Strathboggie, where
Monro kept him till he paid a fine of 6oo merks, fyne got
leave home. Thus Forbes with a party of f{oldiers did to
his near coufin, who was doing no harm, but fitting peace-
ably in his own houfe, fearing no trouble. The marquis
with his three fons being abfent, and out of the country,
aad having no head nor captzin left among his friends, they
atlaft refolve to yield and let this ftorm pafs; fo both ba~
rons, gentlemen, and others able for fervice came in and
uudertake fervice to go with Marifchal to the Bowlroad,
fuch as were unable were plundered by the purfe, and
forced to furnith able men, but neither work-hor{e nor fad-
dle -horfe was left about Strathboggie, but either the owner
was forced to buy his own horfes, or let them go for ferv-
ing of the army. Their mufkets, {words, piftols, hagbutts,
and other arms, pitifully plundered frae them, wherever
Monro or his foldiers could get trial of them. The lady
marquis fent to Monro fifty golden angels to buy him a
horfe with, becaufe the had not a worth {addle horfe to
fend to him, as he defired her to do.

Upon Monday the 16th of July there was great bicker~
ing betwixt the Caftle of Edinburgh and the town. Ten
town’s foldiers were flain at the entry of the outer gatc,
and other ten flain within the entry gate, and their dead
bodies thrown over the Caftle wall, to the great terror of
the town’s people,, befides many others fore hurt, occafion-
ed, as was reported, for hanging a man called Baxter, for
convoying a pacquet of letters (fent frae the king) to the

X3 captain
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captain of the Caftle; but his death was fully revenged by
the Caltelians.

Ye heard before how certain minifters were {ummoned
to compear before a committee holden at Aberdeen the
~th of July ; fo this cormittee was holden, where Mr. John
Forbes parfon of Auchterlefs, was depofed ; Mr. John
Rofs minifter at Birfe, Mr. Richard Maitland minifter at
Chapel of Garioch, doltor Sibbald onc of the minifters
of Aberdeen, Mr. Andrew Logie minifter at Rain,
with {fome others, were fufpended frae preaching till the
third day of the next general affembly. Doétor Forbes:
of Corile and Doctor bcroggle were both attending, vet
rone of them called for at this time, except Do&or Scrog—
gie, who with the reft was alfo fufpendcd

Wednefday the 8th of July a committece was hcld in
the King’s College of Old Aberdeen by lord Frafer, the
mafter of Forbes, the laird of Frendraught, Mr. James
Forbes of Haughton, and fome others, for ordering the
members thereof, but there was nothing done, all being
centinued to the next General Affembly.

« About this time Alexander Lind{ay fome time of Vane,
and Robert Keith fheriff depute of the Mearns, great guid-
ers of the earl Marl{chal, alledging them to have power
from the tables, and conflitute commiffars for uplifting of
the rents of the bifhoprick of Aberdeen frae the tenants
and vaflals thereof, upon Thurfday the gth of July, caufed
charge the feuers of Old Aberdecn to make payment of
their feu duties for the three laft terms, vpon their dif-
charge, under the pain of plundering. This uncouth
charge was heartily obeyed, and in their names paid to
G»orge Middleton.

Right fua order was given ot for meddling with the
king’s own proper rents ; they uplifted the earl of Tra-
quair’s rents, eXcept §000 merks allotted to his lady to live
upon, not within her own houfe, but within the king’s pa-
lace of Dalkeith,

The earl of Findlater had likewife order to uplift the
laird of Banff’s haill rents, who overfaw not that bufinefs
having no good will at Banff,

Mr. Robert Farquhar was made commi(fary, and Wal-
ter Cochran his depute, for uplifting of the 1oths and

20ths
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2oths through the haill fheriffdom of the Mearns, Aber-
deen, and Banff, for the which they had betwixt them of
monthly fee 300 merks.  Attour both Aberdeens wers
charged, under the pain of plundering, to {ublcribe a bond,
whereby ilk man fhould {ubmit himfelf, his life, lands,
goods, and gear to the earl Marifchal, according toa power

granted by the tables to him. 2
Friday the 1oth of July a Spanifh frigate happened to
come to our bulwark. Colonel mafter of Forbes, now in
Monro’s place, governor of Aberdeen, direts down a
commander with fome foldiers to try what fhe was. 'The
captain defires (upon affurance of fafe return) to come on
fhore, whilk he with feven of his men did, but fhortly (un-
der truft) they are apprchended and brought per force up
to the town, and there demanded what was their errand.
They anfwered, they had a pals frae their mafter the king
of Spain; they believed they might come in fafety here, be-
caufe of peace ftanding betwixt their mafter and our king,
and if they got any wrong, Aberdecn fhould pay for it.
But the mafter of Forbes moft unjuftly and unmercifully
caufed put thir filly peor ftrangers within the tolbooth,
where they lived in great mifery. The frigate fecing no
return of their men, quickly takes the fea, leaving them in
ward, whereat the colonel was forry that the thould have
efcaped without fearching, which was very hard to doj, be-’
ing a frigate of war. Thir poor ftrangers were almoft
hungered to death, they cry out lamentably at the tolbooth
windows againft this undeferved cruelty, faying what evil
had they done? put them to a trial, and either fet them at
liberty or take their lives, rather than torment them with
hunger ; butno hearing atzll.  The merchants perceiving
this horrible crueity, contributed among themfelves to help
to fuftain them in fome better fort. Now happened fome
foldiers to come to the town,and devifed to ly in the tol-
booth, whereupon the Spaniards are removed and warded
in the corretion-houfe, where they remained miferably,
while the 27th of Auguft, whilk day five efcaped and fled
away to Leith ; the other three went with Monro and his
regiment to the South. This brave piece of fervice was
~ated thus by the colonel, drawing on expences upon the
town’s
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town’s merchants, to f{uftain innocent captives, who had
burden enough with the foldiers that were in the town.

Saturday the 11th of July captain Middleton came with
about 8o foldiers out of the Mearns to New Aberdeen,
where they were quartered ; his order was to take and
apprehend fuch perfons as would not fubferibe to the earl
Marifchal.  Alexander Lindfay and Robert Keith commif~
faries forefaid, conveened about 56 burgefles of Aberdeen,
who had ftood out, and had not fubfcribed this band:
but this people with the reft yielded and gave obedience ;
others, fuch as Gilbert Harvie, Walter Morifon, and James
Innes, refufed, who incontinent are taken by captain Mid-
dleton, warded in {kipper Anderfon’s houfe, and watched
by a party of foldiers, thinking to tranfport them South to
the tables. They feeing this, yield and fubfcribe, and fo
did the haill town that were refiding at home unfled and
gone away. Middleton thereafter goes back with his com-
pany to the Mearns.

Sunday the 12th of July no preaching nor prayers here
in Old Aberdeen (though the people were conveened)
through Dr. Scroggie’s fufpenfion from preaching, nor ever
preached at this kirk after this Sunday, bccaufe he was
{impliciter difcharged and deprived.

This famen Sunday the lady Pitmedden, the good wife
of Iden, Mr. William Lumfden and his wife, Alexander
Colliefon, with fome others, were excommunicate in bothr
kirks of New Aberdeen, being all papifts. ,

Monday the 13th of July the earl Marifchal came back
frae the camp at Strathboggic to Aberdeen, where upon the
morn Mr. James Baird advocate met him. He was direc-
ed by the tables to attend the earl, and to advife him in mat-
ters queftionable, the earl being but young. Now the haill
wives of fuch burgefles as were lying warded in Edinbrgh,
fearing more trouble, began to fhift their goods, and lay
afide their plenithing, fearing all to be taken from them.
But Mr. James Baird pacified their humour, caufed bring
back their goods, and promifed they fhould incur no dan-
ger, as indeed they did not.

Upon Tuefday the 14th of July, charge and ftrait direc--

tion was given by tuck of drum through both Aberdeens,
that
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that no man fthould take oh with whatfomever colonzl or
captain, while firft Marifchal’s regiment fhould be com-
plete, whereby both Aberdeens were heavily vexed.

Wednefday. the 135th of July Doftor Scroggie’s houfe
was taken in by a party of foldiers out of Marifchal’s regi-
ment ; they are ferved one night, on the morrow they got
five dollars, fyne removed, but himfelf went over upon the
morrow, paid oo merks to the earl Marifchal for a pro-
teCtion to the next General Affembly, and fo he lived in
peace for a while. -

Monro was refolves to go and fee the bifhop and houfe of
Spynie ; he takés 300 mufketeers with him, with putters
and fomz pieces of ordrance, with all other things necel-
fary, and leavés the reft of his regiment behind him, lying
at Strathboggie, abiding his return. By -the way he was
met by fundry barons and gentlemen of the country, who
convoyed him to the place of Spynie. The bifhop of Mar-
ray, (beyond the expeétation of many) came forth of the
place, and fpake with Monro, and prefently without more
ado upon Thurfday the 16th of July renders the houfe
well furnithed with meat and munition; he delivers the
keys to Monro, who with fome foldiers, enters the houfe,
and received good entertainment ; thereafter Monromeddles
with the haill arms within the place, plundered the bifhop’s
riding-horfe, faddle, and bridle, but did no more injury,
nor plundered any other thing within or without the houfe.
He removed all except the bithop and his wife and bairns,
and fome fervants, to remain under the guard of a captain,
licutenant, and 24 mufketeers, whom he ordered to keep
that houfe, while further orders came frae the tables, and
to live upon the rents of the bithoprick, and no wife to
trouble the bithop’s houfehold, provifion, nor to be burden-
able to him. The bithops ufed the commanders moft
kindly, eating at his own table, and the foldiers were {uf~
tained according to diretion forefaid.

Monro having gotten this firong firength thus beyond
his expettation, with {o little pains, whilk was neither for
fcant nor want given over, he returns back again to Strath-
boggie triumphantly, beginning where he left, to plunder

horfe and armour, and to finc every gentleman, ycoman,
herd
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herd and herdfman that had any money, without refped,
whilk obediently without any thow of refiftance was done,
and paid befides their 1oths and 2oths which they were
liable in payment to the commiffaries, as occafion offered.
Thus he fpoilzied and plundered all, and kept the monies
faft, not paying his foldiers, as became him, they living only
upon meat and drink without wages, whilk bred a mur-
muring amoengft them ; but Monro quickly pacified them
by killing the principal murmurers, and one {editious perfon
with his own hand, whereat the reft became afraid.

Itis faid about this time by inftigation of the earl of Find-
later, Harry Gordon of Glaflaugh, (being the earl’s coufin
german) his ground was {poilzied and plundered, his place
of Glaflaugh abufed, his goods taken out of Aultmore,
himfelf with his two fons narrowly efcaped; done by Mon-
ro’s {oldiers by inftigation forefaid. Thus at Strathboggie
lies Monro while the 1oth of Auguft.

Sunday the rgth of July Mr. David Leech, minifter at

Logie, a principal outftander and gainftander of the cove-
naat, and who had left his church and gone into England,
returns home, becomes penitent, and the forefaid Sunday
he preached in Old Aberdeen a penitential fermon, direéted
by our church, whilk that day was not found fatisfactory 3
therefore he was once again ordained to preach upon the
14th of September another penitential fermon in the kirk
of New Aberdeen, whilk he did, and was found fatisfac-
tory, whereupon he was kindly received to his church and
charge, whilk he was loath to want, and therefore yiclded
firft. -
"The forefaid Sunday there came to the road of Aberdeen
a Scottifh fhip, well loaded with powder, ball, musket,
cartow, and other armour, brought frae Holland, intend-
ing for Leith, but fhe efpying a great thip lying at anchor,
and taking her to be one of the king’s thips waiting upon
her, fhe took no anchor, but {wiftly failed about the nook
to Montrofe, difloadened her burden, whilk the eftates, as
was reported, would not fuffer to be brought about by fea,
but by land only, for fear of danger, becaufe Edinburgh
ftood in great need of fuch provifion.

A little before this time, viz. upon Tuefday the 14th of

July, Alexander Gordon of Prafmoir was taken by a part);:
Q
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<f Marifchal’s foldiers out of his own houfe in Old Aber-
deen, and had to the town in quiet manner, where Ma-
rifchal fined him in 2000 merks; but upon condition that
he thould go with him to the Bowlroad he fhould be free,
and {o he came back to his own houfe, whereat the Old-
town was well content. He rode South with Marifchal
once upon his own expences, but never ‘more, fo wan free
of fine and going to the Bowlroad.

Monday the 20th of July Marifchal came to the Old-
town, and commanded the baillies to take out of their
town 20 foldiers, and deliver them to one of his officers,
called Sir John Douglas, to help to make up his regiment,
with eight fcore pounds in money for their forty days of
loan; whilk for plain fear they were forced to do, be-
ing poor filly bodies. 'Then the Oldtown is commanded
to furnifh them arms; they faid their arms were plun-
dered frae them by the mafter of Forbes and Craigievar,
fo they had none to furnith; then it was {peared with
what arms they ferved the lord Aboyne, they faid with
the king’s arms furnithed by the laird of Cluny, who had
received them back again; whereupon letters were di-
rect, commanding Cluny to return them back to the Old-
town. foldiers, but Cluny was not at home. Auchterfowl
made anfwer, thefe arms were long ago had to Auchin-
down, but for efchewing of further trial he fent in fix muf~
kets ; there were feven taken out of the Cellege, belong-
ing to the Marquis of Huntly, and other feven furnithed
by commiffary Farquhar at Marifchal’s command. Thus
svere the Cldtown foldiers armed, and the town wan free.
Thus they oppreft Old Aberdeen, by and attour the fur-
nithing of other fivefoldiers, and arickmafter, as ye heard
before.

Wednefday the 22d of July the burgeffes of New A-
. berdeen who had {ubfcribed Marifchal’s fubmiffive band,
were cruelly fined by himfelf in their goods, and ilk man
compelled to make payment that famen day in real money
of their fines to Marifchal himfclf, being vrefent. Thusis
that noble burgh daily more and more vexed by flight and
by might, but furely Goddelivered Old Aberdeen frac this
{courge, and none fined in a groat upon this fubmiflive
band,

Ye
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Ye heard before how the goodman of Harthill was
warded in New Aberdeen. Now looking cut at the tol-
booth windows, he railed out againft fome honeft men
walking anent the tolbooth, whereupon they fettered him
faft that he thould not come near the window, and faftened
his foot in a chain, giving him liberty to walk up and
down, but not near the tolbooth windows ; befides he was
tormented with hunger, for he got not his fill of food,
whilk bred in him a fort of madnefs, without regard to his
place orperfon. Now fomewhat fickly, he is ftraitly kept
for a little offence. J :

Mr. Matthew Lumf{den, commiffioner for Aberdeen to
the convention of burrows holden at Irvine, returned home,
bringing with him a pacquet to the earl Mari{chal, direc-
ted from the tables, defiring him not to ufe the town of
Aberdeen who had fubfcribed the band rigoroufly, fuch
as were friends to the good caufe, but to ufe fuch as were
known enemies to the good caufe, at his liking. Afterthe
receipt of thir letters Marifchal defired the town to make
out o lift of fix perfons, the beft men in the town for know-
ledge, and out of this fix he fhould choofe two, who
fhould behold and fee his proceedings, and by whofe ad-
vice he thotld fine or abfolve. Qut of thir fix he drew
out Mr. Robert Farquhar and John Leflie, to fit and give
their advice in thir affairs, whereby the inhabitants fand
more favour.

Thur{day the 23d of July the laird of Elfick and An-
dréw Hampton ferviter to Marifchal, with licutenant
Crowner Middleton, were by Marifchal dire&ed to go to
the lands and baronies of Drum and Pitfoddels, and there
fence and hold courts upon their tenants, and decern
them to pay their bygone duties to Marifchal, and take
new tacks of him as dominus fundi, and withal to pre-
pare men for the Bowlroad. Thir pocr tenants want-
ing their mafters, Drum being lying in the tolbooth of Edin-
burgh, and Pitfoddels fled out of the country as an anti-
covenanter, knew not what to do, nor whom to obey, yet
forced to obey Marifchal.

Saturday the 25th of July captain Kaird with about 8o
foldicrs footmen of colonel Alexander mafter of Forbes

regiment,
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regiment, were quartered here in Old Aberdeen, to live
upon the roths dnd 20ths within the colonel’s divifion ap-
pointed to him by the tables, and not to have free quarters
within the town. Ilk foldier had weekly given in allow-
ance to him three pecks of meal at 4s. per peek, to fuftain
bim. The captain and other officers had their fuftentation
alfo, without any burden to the town. 'This was the firft
company that was quartered in Old Aberdeen,and had no
great harm by them, except in bed rooms, whilk was well
furnithed to the captain and other officers, but the foldiers
lay in their plaids. This captain’s true name was Forbes,
but nicknamed Kaird, becaufe when he was a boy he ferv-
ed a kaird. He was a pretty foldier; he caufed big up a
trein mare at the crofs for punifhing trefpafling foldiers ac-
cording to the difcipline of war. :

General Felt Marifchal Lefly by advice of our Scottith ef-
tates refolves to raife an army, and go fpeak with the king
himfelf in England, fince they could get no pleafant an-
fwer to their daily petitions. :

Wonday the 27th of July the earl Marifchal with about
300 horfe came into Aberdeen; Colonel Alexander mafter
of Forbes came likewife in with his regiment ; fuch of Mon-
ro’s foldiers as were in the town were fent to Strathboggie
to himfelf, that colonel Forbes’ foldiers might get the better
quartering, becaufe the town was unable to quarter them
all. L

Tuefday the 28th of July the General Aflembly fat down
in the Gray Friar kirk of New Aberdeen, well plenithed
with defks and {eats by the town upon their great expences
before their incoming. The earls Marifchal and Findlater,
the lord Frafer, the mafter of Forbes, with fundry barons
and gentry, as ruling elders, were there; the kirk is well
guarded with partifans, and the doors well kept and at-
tended.

Mr. Andrew Ramfay, one of the minifters of Edinburgh,
was chofen moderator. ‘There were fundry matters agitated,
and then were called Dr.Forbes of Corfe, Dr. Scroggie mini-
fteratOld Aberdeen, Dr. Sibbald minifter at New Aberdeen,

- Mr.Robert Ogilvie fubprincipal of theKing’s College of Old
Aberdeen, Mr. Alexander Middleton, Mr. Alexander Gar-
¥ den,
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den, and Mr. Alexander Scroggie, the four regents (the
principal Do&or Lelly being already depofed, was neither
called ner fummoned) Mr. John Gregory minifter at Drum-~
oak, Mr. Andrew Logie minifter at Rain, Mr. John Rofs
minifter at Birfe, Mr. John Guthrie parfon of Duffus

.in Murray, Mr. Richard Maitland minifter at Abercherder,

and Mr. Alexander Strachan minifter at Chapel of Ga-
rioch, were with diverfe others of the miniftry {ummoned
to compear before this General Affembly. They are re-
ferred to a committee to be holden in Marifchal’s houfe
upon the laft of July inftant, called the Committee of the
General Affembly, and that day there conveened the earls
of Marifchal and Findlater, the lord Frafer and malter of
Forbes, and the forefaid Mr. Andrew Ramfay moderator
(to whom alfo came upon the morn the earl of Seaforth)
members of this committee, and being fet within the earl
Marifchal’s houfe, Mr. Andrew Ramfay moderator caufed
call the forenamed perfons ; and firft he began at Dy. For-
bes of Corfe, and after fome queries and anfwers, no more
proctfs paft againft him at this time; but was continued
upon good hopes of his incoming 3 but he could be no wife
moved to fubicribe the covenant, whereupon he was alfo
depofed from the place of profeffor.

‘Next Dr. Scroggic is accufed for not fubfcribing the co-
venant; befides for concealing adulteries and fome fornica-
tiens within his parith, abftracting of the beadmen’s rents
in Old Aberdeen, with fome other particulars, malicioufly
given up againft him ; and wherenpon Mr. Thomas Sandi-
lands commiffar (his great enemy) Mr. Thomas Lefly and
Thomas IMercer, were brought in as witneffes. ~ Dr. Scrog-
gie’s anfwer to itk article was written, but upon the firft
day of Auguft by this committee was he depofed and fim-
pliciter deprived, and preached nomore at Old Aberdeen.

Dr. Sibbald was next accufed for not fubfcribing the
covenant, and for preaching of erroneous doétrinc and Ar-
minianifm. His papers were brought by {fome mufketeers,
at command of the committee out of his own houfe, partly
written by hiinfelf, and parily by umquhile William Forbes
bithop of Edinburgh, which were partly found orthodox,
partly otherwife.

There
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There was alfo a minifter called Rutherford, who hap-
pened to be warded in Aberdeen at King James’ command 5
he hearing Dr. Sibbald at that time preach, ftood up and
accufed him of Arminianifin; but he defended himfelf.
At laft he was depofed and fled his country with a grievous
heart, and paffed to England.

Next Mr. John Gregory minifter at Drumoak (by and
attour his being fined in 1000 merks, as ye have before) is
depofed ; Mr. Andrew Loggie alfo depofed, with Doctor
Leflic principal, and Mr. Alexander Scroggie younger re-
gent ; Mr. John Rofs minifter at Birfe comes in and offers
to fubfcribe the covenant, with heart and hand; he is re-
ceived and enjoined to preach fo many penitential {crmons,
thereafter to be received at his own kirk again.  Mr. John
Guthrie, Mr. Richard Maitland, Mr. Alexander Strachan, -
and fome others, upon hope of yielding, arc continued.
This committee of the General Affembly then diffolved.

. At this affembly Dr. Barron’s wife was ordered to be
brought by a party of musketeers out of his own houfe in
Strathifla, with her hufband’s papers, whilk being feen by
the affembly, were not found found. There was alfo
brought there a miffive letter direted by the bifhop of Can-
terbury to the faid umquhile Dr. Barron, with two other
miflives direted to him and nmquhile Mr. Alcxander Rofs,
by the bithop of Rofs, all tending to the maintenance of
Arminianifin, promifing therefore reward, and withal wil-
ling them to caufe Raban imprint in the Bock of Common
Prayer fome paflfages of Arminianifm, whilk letters and pa-
pers they carried with them, and fuffered the gentlewoman
to go.

Monday the third of Auguft Mr. Andrew Cant, by a
voice of the General Aflembly, is ordained to be tranflated
from Newbottle to Aberdeen, to ferve at the kirk thereof ;
but he went firft preaching to General Leflie’s camp at
Newecaftle. ,

Wednefday the 5th of Auguft the earl of Seaforth, the
matfter of Forbes, Mr. John Adamfon, priacipal of the col-
lege of Edinburgh, William Reid burgefs there, Dr. Guild
doctor of the King’s College of Old Aberdeen; with fome
ather barons and gentlemen, held a committee at the faid

¥ 2 King’s
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King’s College, where Mr. James Sandilands (before dif=
charged from being canonift) is now made civilift. Loath
to want 2ll thercfore, they came all riding up the gate to
St. Machar’s Kirk, ordained our bleffed Lord Jefus Chrift
his arms to be cut out of the fore front of the pulpit there-
of, and to take down the portraiture of the bleffed Virgin
Mary and our Saviour in her arms, that had ftood fince the
up putting thereof, in curious work, under the ceiling at
the Welt £nd of the pend whereon the great fteeple ftands,
unmoved till now; and gave order to colonel mafter of
Yorbes to fee this done, whilk with all diligence he obey-
ed ; and befides, where there were any crucifixes fet in
glals windows, thofe he caufed pull out in honeft men’s
houfes ; hecaufed a mafon ftrike out Chrift’s arms in hewn
work, on each end of bifhop Gavin Dunbar’s'tomb, and
fiklike chizel out the name of Jefus, drawn cypher ways,
out of the timber wall on the forefide of Machar’s Ifle, a-
nent the confiftory door; the crucifix on the Old Town
Crofs was thrown down, the crucifix on the New Town
clofed up, being loath to break the ftone ; the crucifix on
the Well end of St. Nicholas’ Church in New Aberdeen
thrown down, whilk was never touched before. Butthis
diligent mafter of Forbes kept not place long time there-
after, but was fhortly cathiered; and after diverfe for-
tunes, at laft he with his lady went to Holland.

Now there was diverfe and fundry acts made at the Ge-

neral Affembly, which is referred to their own book.
james Murray, fervitor to Mr. Archibald Johnfton, was
fubftitute clerk to this General Aflembly. Among the reft
of their aéts it was ordained, that prayers fhould be made™ -
at all parith churches within Scotland for the good and
happy fuccefs of the army, then raifing to go into Eng-
land to fpeak with the king.
" They indicted a new General Affembly to be holden at
St. Andrews the third Tuefday of July next 1641 5 there-
after diffolved, and ilk ane went a fundry gate, who had
many bleffings following them for eating and deftroying
of the poor labourers corns about the town, with their ill
attended horfes, whereof they had little regard.

Sunday the gth of Auguft Dottor Guild preached before

and aftcrnoon in Old Aberdeen. Mr. Robert Ogii_lwge
ub-
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. fubprincipal, publickly fitting in Alexander Gordon of
Pralmoir’s deck, as he was ordained by the prefbytery,

" {fubfcribed the covenant after forenoon’s fermon. Prayer
was made by Do¢tor Guild for the king, and alfo for good
fuccefs to the army going to the king, albeit at his firft fub-
fcribing of the covenant it was with limitation, and though
he wrote a pamphlet againft rifing in arms.

Monday the roth of Auguft, {even fcore burgefles, craft{=
mea and apprentices, were preffed and taken per force, to
help to fill up Marifchal’s regiment togo to general Lefly.
The honeft men of the town, wondering at this manifold
oppreflion, fled; took fither boats and went to the fea, lurk-
ing about the craigs of Downy till the ftorm paft.

The fame day Monro lifts his camp frae Strathboggie,
fends back the haill keys to the lady marchionefs, without
doing any offence or deed of wiong to that ftately palaces
butthey among the reft took mickle bleached cloath in
whole webs, bieaching up and down Strathboggie ground,
whereof there ufes there yearly to be plenty, and would
hang them over the walls of the place to dry, to the great
hurt of the poor country people. Monro had lyen there
with his army frae the gth of July to this 1oth of Augaft,
when they lifted their camp. They fet all their lodges en
fire, they toomed out what was left unfpent within the gir-
nels, they carried with them fome men, money, horfe, and
arms, deftroyed the beftial, and left nothing behind them
that might be carried. They left that country almoft man-
lefs, moneylefs, horfclels, and armlefs, fo pitifully was the
fame born down and fubdued.  The people fware and {ub=
fcribed the covenant moft obediently, and now Monro
leaves them thus pitifully oppreffed, and forward marches
he to Forglen, one of the laird of Banff’s houfts, and to
Muiresk, his good fon’s houfe, (themfelves being both fled,
into England) plaguing and plundering the country peo- .
ple belonging to them moft cruelly, and without any com-
pafiion. Syne comes direttly to the burgh of Banff,
and encamps upon a piece of plain ground called the
Dowhaugh. The foldiers fell quickly too to cutting and
hewing down the pleafant planting and fruitful young
trees, bravely growing within thelaird of Banfl’s orchards

X733 and
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and gardens (pitiful to fee!) and made up hats to them- .
felves to lie all night, and defend them frae ftorms of rain 3
they violently brake up the gates-of his ftately houfe of
Banff, and went through the haill houfes, rooms, and
chambers belonging thercto, broke up the vi¢tnal girnels,
(whereof there were ftore) for their food, and fpoilzed
his ground and his haill friends of their haill goods and
gear and cattle, that by any means they could get, by and
attour whereof the earl of Findlater, his unnatural friend,
by command of the committee, meddled with and by force
took up his haill rents and living out of the tenants hands
for maintenance of the good cdufe.

Tuefday the 11th of Auguft colonel Alexander mafter
of Forbes direfted out a party of mulketeers from Aber-
deen to the barony of Balgowny, and parithes of New
Machar and Old Machar, and other land .within his divi-
fion appointed te him by the tables ; commanding the he-
ritors, under pain of plundering, to pay to him the tenth
penny of their free rent, whilk for fear they obeyed and
paid. .He cammanded alfo to prefs and take up the fourth
man per force of both poor and rich, and ilk heritor to fur-
nifh his preft men with 40 days loan, and arms conform, to -
the cffet this colonel’s regiment might be effeCtually made
up, and thofe who difobeyed, the foldiers fat downin their
houfes, and lived on their goods.

Word care to Aberdeen the forefaid Tuefday, that the
earl of Nithfdale, ftanding to the king’s opinion, with
crowner Stuart and fome brave foldiers, manfully defended
two ftrong holds, Lochmaben and Carlaverock, again{t the
fearful affauits of one captain Cochran, accompanied with

" about yoc {oldiers, and flew fundry of the affailants.

Friday the 14th of Auguft the earl Marifchal came inta
Aberdeen, colle@ting of his own men, who came out of
Buchan, Mar and Mearns, willingly, prefling of others, and
with the reft 140 out of New Aberdeen, and {uch others ag
he could get within his divifion. The laird of Haddo
came in to him j thelaird of Newton bade back, albeit his
charter chelt was in Marifchal’s cuftedy for his loyalty;
Alexander Gordon of Prafmoir made-himfelf ready, well
horfed, to go, rather than pay his fine ;. «nd with the reft

gocs
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groes forward ; fo upon Monday-the 17th of Auguft he
takes journey out of Aberdeen towards the bowlroad, leav-
ing behind him colonel Alcxander mafter of Forbes to be
governor in Aberdeen. He rides to Inglifmadie, takes
up a mufter of his men, and had but about 8co, whereas
his regiment confifted of 2000 men ; he was wroth at fuch
as had broken promife, and haftily rides to Edinburgh to .
complain of thir delinquents; charging his brother Ger-
man captain Robert Keith, to make up with the 140 men
taken out of New Aberdeen before, and 150 foldiers, with
40 days loan, commanding the burgh allo not to receive or
entertdin any of the runaway foldiers, under the pain of
plundering, whilk was duly obeyed ; and he ordained this
captain to follow him with his regiment and {uch others as
he could get, who were well furnithed with the town of
Aberdeen’s brave arms, and forward goes he to the earl,
where his men muftered about Muffelburgh were 8oo foot
men, and direted them with his brother to go to general
Lefly, and himfclf returned back to Aberdeen, making
great fearch for more foldiers. ~ Alexander Gordon return-
ed back with him frae Edinburgh to Dunnotter, where
he left him, f{yne had liberty to come to his own houfe in
Old Aberdcen ; he returned not back to Marifchal’s fervice,
but bade fiill at home, without fining or other perturba-
tion.

Colonel mafter of Forbes, now governor of Aberdcen
in Marifchal’s ablence, tcok up his dwelling in Williarh
Scot’s houfe anent the Mercat Crofs (him{elf being out of
the kingdom) and put his wife and bairns to the door,
how foon he entered the houfe, "whilk was upon the 18th
of Auguft. He began where Mariichal left off, to op-
prefs and plunder the haill country within his divifion,
and daily fent out parties of mufketeers to honeft men’s
houfes in Machar’s parifh for the fourth man, arms, and
40 days loan to make up his regimens, otherwife to dwell
upon them, and bring in the mafters themfelves, whilk per
force they behoved to obey, and pay over again. Marifchal
and he forted not well upon their divifions, whercupon he
conveened the lord Frafer and about 100 gentlemen of his *
own kin, who upen their own charges convoyed this colo-

nel
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nel to the tables to complain upon Marifchal, who had
ncither left man nor money in his divifion, whom Marif~
chal foon followed. >

Saturday the 15th of Auguft a proclamation was made
at the Crofs of Aberdeen, charging all manner of men
within burgh or land within the fheriffdom to pay the tenth
penny of their rents, victual rent, {ilver rent, or annual rent.
2ndly, To deliver their filver work, upon fecurity for.re~
payment of the price, according to the weight thereof.
3dly, To lend out their monies upon fufficient fecurity of
the payment, with the annual rent.  4thly, 'Fo take order
with the runaway foldiers.

This proclamation doubtlefs was made at the croffes of
the haill burrows of Scotland, whereunto was given obedi-
ence, except the filver work that was not craved in this
town, and they had little money left them to lend out on
fecurity.

Tuefday the 18th of Auguft, doftor William Guild and
one Mr. Robert Baillie, were put on leet, which fhould be
chofen principal of the King’s College of Old Aberdeen,
now vacant by depofition of Dr. William Lefley, principal.
The lift feemed ftrange, and againft the foundation, where

. any perfoa‘not learned within the College, fhould be pre-

ferred before perfons educated and brought up therein,
and of no lefs gifts and learning than thefle ftrangers,
whereof fome then within the college were regents.
However they go on; Dr. James Sandilands, commiflary
of Aberdeen, was chancellor of the faid univerfity in ab-
fence of the bifhop of Aberdeen, and was prefentin the
College Hall; the regents, grammarians, and remanent
founded members were there; Mr. Thomas Sandilands
;ounger, commiffary, in name of the earl of Lothian, Mr.
William Davidfon theriff depute of Aberdecn, in name of
the earl of Angusy Mr. James Baird advocate, in name of
the earl of Mar, and Mr. Patrick Chalmers fheriff clerk in
the name of the earl of Murray, were there, whilk-four
noblemen being the four neareft countries about this Col-
lege had, by virtue of the foundation, voice and place in the
election of ane principal (fede vacante by deceafe or depri-
vation). Well, they conveened altogether 5 Patrick Ran-

Kine,
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kine, fervitor to the faid Mr. James, Baird is the court’s
clerk; they go on, where this Dr. Guild is chofen princi-
pal of this univerfity ad vitam aut culpam, and the other re-
jected 5 but what warrant thefe four had, who compeared
for the noblemen, either by procuratory or otherwife, to
make this eleftion, I know not ; but order apparently was
given by the tables to this effet. Now this Dr. Guild,
who firft fubfcribed the covenant with limitation, prays for
the good fuccefs of the army, whereas he wrote againft
raifing of arms ; thereafter Dr. Lefly rendered up the haill
-keys of the college library, and all which he had, to Dr.
Guild, wherewith he fhortly poffeffed himfelf. Dr. Lefly
was allowed to keep a chamber to himfelf within the col-
lege, to ly in and ftudy, but bought his meat in through
the Oldtown, where he pleafed, with great modefty, re-
folving with patience to abide the good will of God with-
out murmuring or appearance of difcontent, where or in
whatfoever fociety he happened to be.

Mr. Patrick Gordon was brought out of the laird of
Haddo’s place, being fervant to him, and chofen regent, in
the depofed Mr. Alexander Scroggie’s place, and fo this
meeting diffolved. -

The faid 18th of Auguft, major Monro with fome few :

company rides frae Banff towards Murray, (leaving his re-
giment behind him) for giving order there, and to Rofs,
Sutherland, Caithnefs, and Strathnaver, to raife the fourth
man with 40 days loan, to go for the Dunfe to general Lef-
ly. Many baronc and gentlemen met him, and honoured
him by the way ; he haflily returned again to the camp,
and by the way broke up the iron gate of Inchdrewer, (a
place where Banff ufed moft commonly to dwell in, and
keep) and forcibly took it off, fyne fold it for five merks to
a countryman, whilk an hundred pound had not put up.
They brake up doors and windows, entered the houfe, and
defaced all, and left nothing within it whilk they might
carry with them, without authority or law.

General Lefly is now at Dunfe with about 20,000 brave
foldiers, horfe and foot ; he encamped at Chelfea wood,
hard befide Dunfe; they had good provifion of all things
neceffary, and had ten cannons of battery, and eighty field

pieces,
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picces. Edinburgh zealoufly furnithed them goco ells of
canvas and harden to be tents and pavillions ; they delivcr-
' ed upon their great oath, all the filver work within their
. whole town, without refpect of perfons, on fecurity of re-
‘payment in current money according to the weight, whilk
. filver work was haftily coined in good money to pay the
foldiers. There were in this army many brave captains
‘and commanders, of purpofe {entfor by the Covenanters to
France, Germany, Flanders, and Holland, and ftore of
arms, powder and ball, daily furnifhed and brought from
--Holland ;- and thus lies he ftill at Chelfea wood, in gootl
order, drawn on by the Englifh commoners and others,
projeftors of our troubles and common calamities within
that and our own country ; ftill privately urging this gene-
=+ ral to come forward with ail diligence.

The king informed of thir troubles and proceedings, .
raifes an army alfo of about 16,000 foot and 4000 horfe,
minding by himfelf in perfon to come to the field, and by
open proclamation at the haill parifh churches of England
and mercat croffes, declared this our army to be traitors,
commanding alfo and {traitly charging all Englifhmen his
good fubjeéts, in no wife to recept, {fupply or fupport thefe
Scots, in meat, drink, or other neceffaries, under the pain

' -of high treafon, intending alfo to be at Newcaftle, where

' the king’s magazines lay, before General Lefly fhould be

there ; butall for nought ; the king is difappointed. Well,

this army confifting of about 20,000 brave captains, cava-

liers, and foldiers, by and attour 10,000 baggage men, is

now at the lifting 5 but before the camp was raifed theyfet

forth a paper, intituled, « The intentions of the army of

Scotland declared to their brethren of England by the com-

1 miffioners of the late parliament, and by the general, no-
blemen, and barons, and other officers of the army.”

Treland goes to arms, fets forth a remonftrance, avowing
the Roman Catholic religion, in defpite of us and our pro-
ceedings, and therewith fell to againft our Englifh and
Scottifh inhabitants, contrary to their profeflion, burnt their
biggings, corns, and all that they had, murdered and flew
man and wife and child without remorfe, banifhed mi-
nifters Scots and Englith, and with an uplifted hand vowed,

protefted,,
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protefted, and declared their own rebellion and popifh re-

ligion, againft our covenant and proceedings; yeatothe =

admiration of many, faying, as our covenant exvelled pre-
lates and papifts, fo they would expel both proteftants and
puritans.

Now thir intentions being printed and fet forth, as faid
is, there followed another imprinted piece upon the back
thereof, called, ¢ Information frae the Scottifh nation to all
the true Englith concerning the prefent expedition.”

Upon Tuefday the 18th of Auguft or thereby general
Lefly raifed his army frae Chellfea wood befide Dunfe,
and pafled over the Tweed that {famen day.

Thurfday the 20th of Auguft a committee was holden
_at Aberdeen by colonel Alexander mafter of Forbes ; the
lord Frafer, the lairds of Monymutk, Towie and Balnagaik,

and fome others, were prefent.

Sunday the 23d of Auguft a faft was kept in Old Aber-
deen, according to the direction of the laft General Aflem-
bly, for the good caufe of our army, and peace and quiet-
ncfs of the country, which was aifo kept on Thurfday
thereafter, with abftinence from all handicraft. This two
faft days were univerfally kept through all the parifh
churches of Scotland. -

About this time captain John Forbes, alias Kaird, remov-
* -ed his foldiers out of Old Aberdeen to New Aberdeen,

where they were quartered. They remained in Old A-

berdeen frac the 25th of July to the 214t of Auguft without

great burden to the citizens.

Qur Scots merchants goods and thips were daily taken
by the king’s thips, ceming or going, and had to Berwick,
Newcaftle, or Holy Ifland; their goods unloaded, inven-
tary taken of them, and all put up in fafety, doubtlefs for

our weal, by advice of our Englifh friends, left they might *

have been preyed upon as traitors goods; but the thips
were {till kept from the fea, to our great grief, by direction
of the king, but were all reftored back again afterwards.

About this time the Caflle of Edinburgh, fcarce of frefh
meat, fhot mufkets at the town, and peopie thearing their
harveft, where fome were {luin, and fhot fome cannon at
the town, but they feared not, nor would fuffer any provi-
fion to be had to the Caftle; at laft it was given over.

Upon
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Upon Friday the 4th of September, after Monro’s fol-
diers had {fpoilzied, plundered, deftroyed, and carried
away every thing almoft belonging to the laird of Banff,
his men and tenants, Monro lifted his camp frae Banff, and
fent in the bifhop of Murray to New Aberdeen before him,
with his two fons, under a convoy, where, he (tayed, abid-
ing his incoming.

Then Monro and his foldiers, now amounting to 1000
men, made up by the help of the earls of Seaforth, Mur-
ray, Rofs; and Sutherland, marched that night to Turriff;
Saturday they marched therefrae to Inverurie and Kintore;
Sunday they marched therefrae to Aberdeen, and by the
way at Bucks Burn they had a {ermon, taught by their own
minifter. Monro diretted his foldiers to be quartered in
the town where they were quartered before. The town’s
people cry out that their rooins were already taken up by

‘the mafter-of Forbes’ men; Monro anfwered, he had fent

word to provide for him before his coming, and therefore
he would be ferved. No remead ; it behoved to be done;
and fo they were quartered, to the great grief of the honeft
town’s people, where they flayed while the sth of Sep-
tember.

Sunday the 6th of September there was no preaching in
Old Aberdcen, but prayers; after prayer John Kilgour
ftood up, charging the heritors of St. Machar and Old A-
berdeen to go over the morrow to the mafter of Forbes,
and give him up their rentals truly ; ilk man for omitting
one boll to pay ten bolls, and for one pound ten pounds ;
befides their oaths being taken. Whereupon the Old-
town heritors drew up in write their rentals about the
town, extending to about eleven chalders of vitual, where-
of one chalder was deduced for payment of their feu du-
ties, and the tenth part of the reft' was a chalder, whilk
ipfa corpora, was prefently paid to Mr. Robert Farquhar,
commifiary appointed for uplifting the tenths for maintain-
ance of Marifchal’s and the mafter of Forbes’ regiments, ac-
cording to their divifions ordeyed by committee. The ren-
tal was given up by virtue of iik heritor’s cath, fubfcribed
by the Oldtown Baillies, and had over by Mr. Thomas Gor-
don their commiffioner, to the mafter of Forbes’ lodging,

and
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and produced before Patrick Lefly provoft of Aberdeen,
Mr. Thomas Sandilands commiffary, and fome other ho-
neft men, appointed for receiving ot the rentsiof the tenth
parts. There fell out fome queftions betwixt Marifchal
and the mafter of Forbes anent the uplifting of thir tenths 5
the one alledging that Marifchal plucked up all, both men
and money, within his divifion, whereby he was unable to
furnith out a reglment according to his order, having war-
rant from the committee to take up the tenths of 23 part(hes,
and men alfo, to make up his regiment, whereof Marifchal
defrauded him, and whereat the mafter of Forbes and his
friends took exception, and fhortly rode South to the
tables, with 100 brave gentlemen of his friends, who ac-
companied him upon their own charges, to complain upon
Marifthal, who alfo followed quick after.

Mond'ly the 7th of September, major Monro, with his
captains and haill other officers, were made burghers of A-
berdeen, and got the banquet (no doubt with good will for
his good fervice). Ilk man got a burgefs-act, whilk they
put up in their bonnets.

Ye may read before, how general Lefly raifed his army
frac Chelfea wood. The king had his train bands and
other foldiers, about 16,000 men of foot, and scoo of
horfe, who did little good.® Forward gees Lefly with
little trouble, being a matter plotted betwixt him and the
Englifh, as may appear, whofe progrefs had the fuccefs fol-
lowing, taken frae a printed paper in thir words, ¢ Sure
news from Newcaftle, and frae the Scottifh army, the 27th -
of Auguft 1640.”

«Upon Thurfday the 27th of Auguftat night our army
-arrived within a mile of Newecaftle, and expeting to have
paft there-through were difappointed, in refpeét of ‘the
Englith garrifon that was'therein, which general Lefly per-
ceiving, upon Friday morning betimes marched forward
to Newburn Tord, and refolved to pafs there in ffite of
all oppofition, where being advanced, and finding the pafs
fortified with {trong trenches and breaft works, and fix
pieces of canncn, did find it fomcwhat hard, being grarded
with 3coo horfe or thereby, end 1200 foot; therefore
wifely he commandeqd his canroa to be rccreth conveyed

Z al()ugﬁ.
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alongft a low way, to be placed upon the face of a hill
near to that place, where havinga perfeét view of the Eng-
lifh trenches and quarters, he did play {o hard upon them,
that they were forced to throw away their arms, difband
in confufion, and blow up their own powder 3 which rout
the Englith cavalry perceiving, they refolved to make good
the pafs, and recover the cannon and arms which the in-
fantry had left ; which thing our general perceiving, com-
manded his own colonel Lefly with the five troops, {fecond-
ed by colonel Ramfay, together with that of Sir Thomas
Hope his own lifegnard, amounting to 1500, to go forth,
who did fo refolutely. affault them, that they were forced
to retire, notwithftanding of their number being about
2500, and quality of their horfe and arms far beyond ours 5 .
after which retreat they refolved yet once again to have re-
covered what their foot had loft, but our troops redoubling
their refolutions and courage, did make good not only their
firlt attempt, bat alfo put fir John Suckling back with his
troops of horfe, being the prime of all England, to the re-
treat, took fome of his horfes, whereof one (being moft ex-
cellent) was prefented to our general by Sir Thomas Hope,
captain of the lifegnard; the reft were left to the takers,
to encourage every brave gentleman to adventure. There
were loft in this conflict, (which lafted from Friday at
twelve o’clock till fix at night,) about 8o Englifh, and 40
taken, three whereof being commanders, the commiffary
general Sir John Digby and others. Of ours only there
were three loft, Sir Patrick M<Gie’s fon, Thomas Darling
a writer in Edinburgh, and one called Baxter in Fife, and
fome others hurt, but not deadly. Thereafter the general
palt the ford and encamped at Reyton-ficld, where after
thanks given to God for their fafe paflage, delivery, and fo
good a beginning, they ftood to their arms all that night,
(my lord Carnegie’s regiment being left on the other fide to
guard the baggage) the general refolved in perfon to cog-
pofce the entry to Newcalftle on the South-fide ; and taking
for his convoy three horfe trops, with 400 foot and com-
manders, did advance thereto, and upon Saturday therc-
after had the town rendered to him, where now they are
by the favour of God, having power of all the coal and
falt, which from thence doth furnifh all England.”

From
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¢« From the Border the 29th of Auguft 1640.

s The garrifon of Berwick perceiving that our army were
gone towards Newcaftle, after they were well advanced,
(as they were affured) they refolved to break upon our ma-
gazine of victuals being at Coldftream, and either to have
taken or burnt up the fanien, but being preferved by the
refolution and diligence of my lord Haddington, with the
Humes of the Merle, and a regiment under the command
of lieutenant colonel Kinmouth, who were left to attend and
guard the famen, they were difappointed of their intention,
put back to their garrifon, with the lofs of fome of them,
and taking others prifoners, fince which time they kept
themfelves quiet.”

¢ From Dumbarton the 275th of Auguft 1640.

«« Upon Thurfday the 24th of Auguft the earl of Argyle
tame to the caftle of Dumbarton, and having conveened
the committee of war in that fhire, did fhew to them his di-
rection from the éftates, and his undertaking accordingly,
for taking the caftle : whereupon the governor of the caftle
hearing hereof, and not being able much longer to hold out,
fent firft for a parly for a certain fpace, which the earl de~
nying, thereafter upon fome articles agreed upon, he had
the caftle rendered unto him, where he found a great num-
ber of excellent brazen pieces, and 12000 weight of pow-
der, with much other warlike preparations. The garrifon
was fuffered fafely to come out and fhip at the Nefs in Welt
Lothian for England.” At the end of this paper was alfo
written, ¢ Surgente Deo, difperguntur Inimici ejus.”

Now may be feen with what policy both Newcaftle and
this ftrong ftrength of Dumbarton is taken in without {hot
of mufket or flroke of fword, to the marvel of many who
knew not the fecrets of their proceeding. There is found
in Newcaftle the king’s magazine appointed for fuftaining
of the garrifon within the town, wherein there was found
abundance of bread, wine, beer, and all {orts of vi€tuals
and good provifion, upon which the army made good chear
during their abode. Dumbarton was thought to be given
over for famine, for the king was fo flighted, that he was
not able to furnifh that impregnable ftrength with vituals,
whilk if he had done, it would have been invincible, but

Z 3 now
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now being rendered, the fame is prefently furnifhed with
men, meat, and all neceflary provifion to ftand at the coun-
try’s (but not at the king’s) opinion.

Newecaftle thus taken in, the general caufes quarter his
army partly within the town, partly at Morpeth, and other
parts round about, within 12 miles diftance of the camp,

~where to their incredible joy they lived both on burgh and
dand at their pleafure, ay and fo long as they remained in
that bounds, but this mirth was fuddenly mixed with me-
Yancholy, for upon Sunday the joth of Auguft the earl of
Haddington, with about 8o perfons of knights, barons,
and gentlemen, within the place of Dunglafs in the Merfe,
pertaining heritably to the lord Hume, was fuddenly blown
up in the air by a fudden fire, occafioned thus: Hadding-
ron with his friends and followers, rejoicing how they de-
fended the army’s magazine frae the Englifh garrifon of
Berwick, came altogether to Dunglafs, having no fear of
evil, where they were all fuddenly blown up with the roof
of the houfe in the air, by powder, whereof there was a-
- bundance in this place, and never bone nor lyre feen of
them again, nor ever trial got how this ftately houfe was
{o blown up, to the deftrution of this nobleman, both
worthy and valourous,.and his dear fiiends. This griev-
ous accident was bewailed of many, but chiefly of his dear
Iady, the lady Jean Gordon, who loft her hufband, as the
did her brother, both after one manner and by fudden fire.
It is faid, when the king heard of this fire, he anfiwered, he
had loft a good fubject, but the Lord God of Hofts was
fighting for him.

Tuefday the 3th of September captain Forbes alias Kaird
came from Bartholomew Fair with about 8o foldiers, col-
Ie€ted of poor miferable creatures, herds and hiremen, un-
der' colonel mafter of Forbes’ regiment, where they were
quarctered, himfelf with his wife takes in Mr. Thomas Lef-
1y’s houfe, where night and day by his drinking, boaiting,
and brawling, Mr. Thomas with his wife and bairns were
fore vexed ; the Oldtown people were compelled to give
them free quarters, or to fuffer plundering, and {o they fuf-
ta ned his feldiers while the 14th of September frecly with-
out any payment. Thercafter they were tranfported to
New Abcrdeen.

The
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The forefaid Tuefday ilk minifter within the theriffdom
of Aberdeen came with the commiffioner of his parith to?
the town, and there in prefence of Patrick Lefly provoft,
and Thomas Sandilands younger commiffary, and fome o-
thers prefent, they fubfcribed rolls of the tenths given
up by the oath of every fubfcriber, as they who had com-
miffion to receive and fee the upgiving of the fame, but
commiffary Farquhar took up the payment. Ilk minifter
alfo gave up a roll of the haill male communicants within
his parith, whereby it might be underftood how many fight-
ing men might be levied out of each parith to the good
caufe,

Wednefday the gth of September, major Monro com-
manded {tri¢tly the town of Aberdeen to furnifh his fol-
diers with cloathing, fhirts, and thoes, whilk was obedi-
ently done; next to furnith prefently to him tea thoufand
merks for convoying his foldiers South, and to receive pay-~
ment back from commiffary Farquhar out of the tenths
within the fheriffdom of Aberdeen, whilk he and Walter
Cochran became bound to do, whilk thereupon was pro~
vided by ftenting of the town, and whereof I hope they got:
payment frae the {aid commiffary and his {aid depute Coch-
ran; and thirdly, the town to furnith carriage horfes for
tranfporting of his cannon, bag and baggage, to Stone~
haven. He himfelf came over to the Oldrown, took the
haill horfes there, and other horfes going back from the
town with their toom criels, from carrying of peats.
Monro having gotten his haill demmands, leaves behind him
in the burgh fome of the mafter of Forbes’ bands quartered
within the town, fometimes free, fometimes for payment of
a little, fo that Aberdeen was {till holden vnder the yoke
of {lavery and fervitude, and thus on Saturday the 12th of
September he began his' march frae Aberdeen upon free
quarters, whilk he duly repayed, as ye may fee hereafter.
He takes the three Spaniards with him, and his own men
out of Drum, (whilk Marifchal caufed man with his men,
with whom the lady was not {o well contented as before,
whereupon fthe left Drum, and dwelt in Cromar, while the
faw about her, they ftill living upon the laird’s rents) had
them to Leith, where their other fellows were alfo taken,

Z 3 but



250 HISTORY  OF THE

bat what éaméof them T cannot tell. Now Monro marches
the firft night to Stonehaven, where he fends back all the
Oldtown and Newtown carriage} horfes, and furnithes o-
thers out of the Mearns, and fua'forth to Dundee, where
he alfo commanded them to give him ten thoufand merks,

whilk for fear of his refidence they were forced to pay;

and fo he paft to Edinburgh, where hisarmy was now 1000,

men good, of infantry, with fome horfemen ; he brought
alfo with him the bifhop of Murray up the {treet, and pre-
fented him to the eftates, who incontinent caufed ward
him in the tolbooth of Edinburgh, where he remained
with a heavy heart. Ilis wife all this while remained in
Spynie, and never went to fee her hufband in ward, nor
out of it,

Tuefday the 15th of September parties were direted out
by the mafter of Forbes to go within his diviﬁon, and plun-~
der fuch as had not payced their tenths and their fourth
man, whereby the country people in this fheriffdom were
daily grievouily opprefled with thir parties of foldiers, and
were forced to obey, otherwife they would fit down in ho-
noft men’s houies, and live upon their means, whether they
would or not.

General Ruthven, captain of the caftle of Edinburgh,
fee.ng no appearance of help frae the king, as was often
promﬁcd and finding victuals grow fcant, having neither
water, wine, beer, nor ale, that could lafte long, refolved to
feck a parly by drum. 'The earl of Argyle came up to the
caftle upon the tuck of the drum, and told him that
Dumbarton was given over by Crowner Henderfon, cap-
tain thereof ; he could hardly believe the fame, till he faw
the captain, who was his own good brother. At Jaft after
good advifement he rendered the Caftle, upon condition
that he and his foldiers fhould go out honourably, carrying
colours, burning matches, tuck of drum, with bag and
baggaoe, and to march frae the Caftie down through the
town in good order and array. With fome difficulty thir
conditions were granted, aftcr fome fkaith done to the town
upon Argyle’s ficft refufal. However the caftle is now ren-
dercd, whercin the royal ornaments of the crown, viz.
crown, fword, and fcepter were fecurely kept, befides abun-

dance
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dance of ammunition, powder, ball, and other commodities
(but very little meat or drink) whilk by command of the
eftates was all put in inventary : thereafter Ruthven came
forth with about 70 foldiers and 32 women ; they came
down the ftreet according to communing ; there were a-
bout 160 perfons died in the Caftle, through a ficknefs con-
. trafted by eating of falt meat, 12 thereof being only flain
all this time, and about 180 perfons, men, women, and
bairns of common people flain in the town, and great {kaith
done to their houfes by fhot of cannon frae the Caftle.
Some of the covenanting nobles convoyed Ruthven down
to Leith, wherehe and fuch of his men as would follow him,
embarked and failed direétly to Berwick, fyne went to his
majefty. Thereafter a townfman of Edinburgh called
Stephen Boyd was made captain of the Caftle, who entered
with foldiers to keep the fame; and about this time the
ftrong Caftle of Carlaverrock yielded alfo to the Cove-
nanters. ‘The Caftle of Edinburgh was rendered the 15th
of September.

Upon Wednefday the 19th of September Andrew Hamp-
ton fervitor to the earl Marifchal, and at his command, vio-
lently fpoiled William Scot’s houfe in New Aberdeen, (him-
felf being fled frae the good caufe out of Scotland,) of
dales, trees, and other fine timber, falt, tobacco, and the
like commodities, whereof there was plenty, and tranfport-
ed them by fea to Dunnotter, to the wreck of the honeft
man.

Friday the 21t of September, Mr. William Muthet, mini-
fter at Slains, with divers other outftanding minifters, came
in, recanted, repented, and preached a penitential fermon;
and Leech preached the fame day, and gave obedience to
the ordinances of the kirk. About this time both Aberdeens
were commanded under pain,of plundering, to lead peats
to the mafter of Forbes’ lodging in New Aberdeen, with-
out payment; grievous to the people, being in’ the top of
harveft.

Word came alfo about this time, that his majefty was
coming faft forward with a great army, towards York,
but he is moft politically ftayed, ftep by ftep, by our Scote
tith and Englifh.

Bug
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But at laft, being come with his army to York, caufed
fammon the peers of England to compear at York; but
Effex and Hartford would not compear, but gave in
their excnfes, whereupon the king gart ward both their
commiffioners, but they were foon put to liberty. The reft
of the peers obeyed the king’s fummons, and for the moft
part came to York ; but there came 1000 Englifhmen near-
hand, but would not enter the town of York upon thir
own reafons, and petitioned the King for 2 free parliament
for redreffing the grievances of that kingdom, both in
church and ftate, and for fettling his majefty with his {fub-
je€ts of Scotland. At this meeting alfo the Lower Houfe,
and fome artifans of London petitioned the king for the
fame, whilk petition, as was faid, had 7000 fubfcriptions.

"The king being thus urged with fo many fubfcriptions
and petitions for a parliament, all at this time of the conven-
tion of the peers at York, whilk was npon the 24th of
September, at laft yields to their importunate petitions, and
indiéts a parliament to be holden at his palace of Weftmin-
fter the 5th of November next to come. How foon the
Englifh had got a parliament indicted, they then began to
exult and rejoice, and refolved to have the Scots fettled to
their own contentment, and to work out their own defires
in England, according to their own pleafure; and for our
Scots party, they then began to draw on a meeting betwixt
15 Englifh nobles and others, and 15 Scottifh nobles and
others, to meet at Northallerton the firft day of O¢tober
next for pacificaticn, and his majefty to fend a fafe-condut
under his hand to the Scottifh commiffioners, and in the
meantime a ceffation from war to the 16th of December
next, prifoners on both fides to be reftored, and during
this ceffation from war the Scottifh army to get monthly

av out of Northumberland, Weftmorland, and Cumber-
iand, for their fuftentation, and to fave the country from
plundering. This was at this time condefcended to at
York; by and attour they had for their previfion the king’s
magazine at Newcaftle, and the cuftoms of the coal and
falt of that town, which is of no fmall importance, and daily
fupplied out of the bithoprick of Durham. Thus was our

Scottifh army that came to feek the king, royally entertain-
‘ : ed
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ed at Newecaftle, whereat the Englithmen were content, as

being done by their own confent and privy paction; but

the king had his army alfo lying in England, fuftained up-

on his own pay and expences; fo is he handled, and in

place of taking order with our army, according to our de-

ferts and his majefty’s honour, a parliamentis granted, and

a parly of pacification betwixt him and his Scottifh rebels,

whilk parliament brought the king to many troubles, and to

the thedding of mickle innocent blood, both in England and

Ireland, as hereafter ye fhall hear. However there follow-

ed no meeting at Northallerton, as was propofed, but the

king leaves his army lying at York, and rides to the parlia~
ment. And becaufe his majefty was not well acquaint with

our Scottith laws, nor was able to give anfwer to the de-

mand of the eftates of Scotland without good information,
therefore and to the effet his majefty might go on legally,

he fends poft for Sir Lewis Stuart, one of the prime advo-

cates at Edinburgh, to repair upon his fafe-conduét to his

court at York, who before his majefty paft therefrac, came

and conferred at length anent the laws of Scotland. What'
fatisfaction he gave to the king, I cannot tell, but the king

rode his way, but Sir Lewis got no thanks from the eftates

for his travel, but was reputed an incendiary, and brought

under great trouble.

General Leily lying at Newcaftle, and hearing how
matters went, gave licence to fundry gentlemen and others
to come home to Scotland, upon ftrict condition of their re-
turn upon advertifement, {o he loft nothing by their abfence,
becaufe he was ftill payed for their meat and wages, as if
they were on fervice.

Upon Wednefday immediately before Michaelmas and
23d of September, which is the ordinary day for ele&ion
of the magiftrates of Aberdeen, Patrick Leflie, a prime co-
venant, is now made provoft, with a clear election for a year,
fuppofe difcharged of that place before ; William Forbes,
Thomas Mortimer, John Lefly, and Alexander Jaffray,
baillies. .

The laird of Drum lying warded in Edinburgh, is con-
tinued (heriff principal of Aberdeen for a year, and Mr.
William Davidfon remained fheriff depute, as he who was
placed therein ad vitam.

Ye
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Ye heard before of fome mifcontentment betweenthe earf
Marifchal and mafter of Forbes ; they both go before the
tables. The earl alledged that none ought to have regi-
ments in the fhire of Aberdeen but himfelf, and that the
mafter of Forbes fhould follow him in his fervice. He
anfwered, he was the chief of a clan, who had got a regi-
ment, and that he was not obliged to follow any fubjett in
his fervice. The tables ordered that he fhould keep his
own regiment, and take up men and money within his divi-
fion, and that Marifchal fhould have no meddling with him.

Thur{day the 1t of O&ober Dottor Scroggie being un-
able to keep his miniftry, freely gives over the famen before
the prefbytery of Aberdeen; and Mr. William Strachan
parfon of Methlick was tranfported thereto, and therewith
gets Dr. Scroggic’s dwelling-houfe and yard, which with
pains he had pleafantly planted. He had four hundred
merks, as was f{aid, from this Mr. William for his good
will of the bigging and yards, and he entered thereto at
Whitfunday then next 1641 ; and this honeft old reverend
man, of good literature, judgment, and underftanding, -
forced to quit his place, his charge, and dwelling-place,
befides the plundering of his means, as ye heard before;
but do his beft, (though out of time) he is forced to yield,
come in, and fubfcribe the covenant. "Thereafter by moyan
he gets eight chalder of viftual out of Rofs, and his good
fon Mr. Alcxander Innes minifter-at Rothemay, as mickle.

Saturday'the 3d of Ocober, a committee was holden at
Aberdeen, where the cordiners of both Aberdeens, and
in the land about the towns, were commanded under pain
of plundering to give up upon oath the number of their
leather, and to make up againft the 11th of O¢tober in-
ftant, their portion of 20,000 pairs of fhoes at 10 and 11
inches at the leaft, to be fent to Newcaftle to general Lelly’s
army, and fiklike the merchants were commanded to fur.’
nifh their part of their cloaths and fhirts, being 2000 fuit of
apparel, and 2000 fhirts. The committee took exact trial
what gray cloath and harden, bleached and unbleached, the
merchants had; what fhould more ? obedience and patience
per force. But our-country people had dear fhoes there-
after, fome paying 40 pence, fome 36 pence, that would
have been bought for 20 or 24 pence. Thir cordinery

were
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were fore vexed, for with their own hands they were forc-
ed to work, ilk man his proportional part, becaufe their
fervants and apprentices were taken frae them to Marifs

chal’s regiment, as ye have heard before. = Thus is Aber~ -
deen holden in continual mxfery Old and New Aberdeen .
furnithed out fourfcore pair of fhoes and four for their °

part, and got payment by the eftimation of four fworn men -’

for the leather, but no payment for the workmanthip.

The Oldtown people had 17 fhilling for ilk pair, butif they *

had been felling them, they would have coft 30. How- *
ever, fhoes, fhirts, and cloaths, are made up and fhipped "
at Aberdeen, and from thence tranfported to Newcaftle; - -
and here it is to be obferved, that the haill land had their- ..

partas well as the towns of Aberdeen

The filver work of Dundee was about this time taken‘.:"

up upon furety, and coined for the army.
About this time alfo Mr. Gilbert Rofs, minifter at

was tran{ported therefrae to Dr. Gordon’s miniftry at El-«
gin (who had fled the kingdom, being againft the covenant).

and by order of the General Aflembly this was done.

Mr. Alexander Reid is now, upon his own large ex+*%

pences, put to liberty out of the Caftle of Stirling, and up»

29y

on Friday the gth of Oétober he comes home to his owd.

houfe in Aberdeen, having been in ward partly in the tol=
booth of Edinburgh, and partly in the caftle forefaid, fince,
the 11th of June.

Mr. Robert Farquhar commiffary, raifes charges in kmg .
. Charles’name againft the feuersand vaffals of thebithoprick. .

of Aberdeen, to make payment to him as commiffary withs
in this province, of the haill mails, farms, and duties, ad-.
debted by them to thelaft bithop, underthepain of horning,
conform to an ordinance of the late feffion of parliaments
This charge was given here in Aberdeen upon the forefaid
oth of October, and got obedience without delay.

Sunday the 11th of O&ober, it was declared, that the

communion was to be given in New Aberdeen the next :

Sunday ; ordaining fuch as had not fubfcribed the covenant,

to come in on Tuefday before, and {ubicribe, otherwife be
debarred frae the table. This was told after fermon, out:

of the pulpit of New Aberdeen, by and attour to underly,
the cenfure of the klrk
Tig
Za8
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The parifhioners of Old Aberdeen cannily joined in Mr.
William Strachan forefaid to be in Doétor Scroggie’s place
for certain ends that fome had in the bufinefs ; they fent
4 to the prefbytery of Aberdeen two commiffioners, declar-
" ingtheir minifter wasdepofed ; the parifhioners had no fure
.- minifter to ferve and celebrate the communion, and withed,
if it might be done, the forefaid Mr. William Strachan to
fill his place, ‘as he who was both learned and of good
© . life, as was moft true, whilk was granted. Mr. Robert
Ogilvie fubprincipal, gets hiskirk ; Mr. Alexander Middle-
ton becomes fubprincipal ; thereafter Mr. Patrick Gordon
was made a regent, who was chaplain to the laird of Haddo.
Ye heard before how John Leith of Harthill was ward-
ed in Aberdeen, and chained by the foot. This gentleman
* .., ‘being fo roughly and uncharitably ufed, almoft became fu-
" rrious and mad; he got a finith’s file conveyed in to him,
+ ‘wherewith he fhore the iron from his foot, and being loofe,
‘he came to the tolbooth window, and cried out horribly,
‘threatning and boafting Patrick Lefly provoft, and Mr. Ro-
bert Farquhar, with others his enemies, and with fire in-
tended to burn through the prifon, whilk mifbehaviour be-
ing confidered, the town wrote for a warrant from the
‘committee to tranfport him to Edinburgh, whereby they
might be free of his trouble ; and fo upon Tuefday the rath
~ wof O&ober Mr. William Davidfon, fheriff depute of Aber-

.~ .deen, conveyed him to the fheriff of the Mearns, and fo

. "*.frae fhire to fhire he was convoyed to Edinburgh, and im-
" mediately warded within the tolbeoth thereof. Pitiful to fee

2a gentleman fo miferably handled, without mitigation or a-
~greement, feeing none would become caution in lawbor-

-3 ‘“rows for him, being a fierce man; and fo he lay there un-

“1ill his excellency the marquis of Montrofe commanded to
fet him and all the prifoners to liberty,

Thurfday the 15th of O&ober a committee was holden

- "t Aberdeen by the lairds of Monymnufk, Kemnay, Philorth,

“Craigievar, the tutor of Pitfligo, the goodman of Balnagalk,
Auchmedden, and fome others.

* . The {aid Thurf{day, a thip belonging to Aberdcen, where-

*of Patrick Moir was fkipper, loaden with iron, hemp, lint,

~and other commoditics of the like nature, with fome oy

¥le 3 } alfo

4
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alfo within her, was {feen to fink, the day being calm and
the fun fhining, by {pringing of a plank. The men were
all faved, but the thip and goods fank to the ground, to the
furtherance of the lofs of Aberdeen. ¥

The prefbytery of Aberdcen gave order on this Thurf=
day to remove Doétor Guild frae his miniftry in New A-
berdeen, and to enter himfelf to the principality of the Col-
lege of Old Aberdeen, according to his ele¢tion. He o-.
beyed and entered home that fame day 3 the firft work that
he began to do was, he employed mafons to caft down the
walls of the Snow Kirk, and tranfport the ftones to bigup
the College Yard dykes, and to employ the hewn work
to the decayed windows within the college, whereat many
Oldtown people murmured, the fame being fometime the
parifh kirk of Old Aberdeen, within the whilk their friends
and forefathers were buried.

Ye heard before of major Monro’s going South frae A-
berdeen. His men were quartered in Leith, Fitheraw, and
Mufleburgh, and other parts thereabout, where they re~
mained while Friday the 16th of O&ober, {yne marched
. towards the army. By the way, being within three miles

of Berwick, his foldiers began to prey upon the town’s fheep, -
but fome of the town’s {oldiers iffued forth to defend them,
and fellin bickering with Monro’s foldiers, where his own
fifter’s fon was flain.

About the 16th of O&ober, word came to Aberdeen that
the bifhop of Rofs was advanced to a fat bithoprick in Ire-
land; a buly man in thir troubles, and thought to be an
evil patriot and fpecial inbringer of thir innovations within
the church. :

Now the drums were daily beating through New Aber-
deen to make up colonel mafter of Forbes’ regiment of 1000
men ; but do his beft, he could never make up 300 men,
and fuch as he had were quartered ftill in New Aberdeen,
and lived upon the tenths. =

It was faid, there fell out fome mifcontentment betwixt
geveral Lefly and the earl of Montrofe, where the earl was
fufpected of letters paffing betwixt the king and him, with-
out revealing thereof to the general, according to the laws
of arms. ‘Whether true or not, I cannot tell, but it was
wilely and fhortly fuppreft, as ye fhall hear.

. A a

Monday
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Monday the 19th of Oftober {kipper Findlay embarked -
within his fhip the lord Ogilvie, the lairds of Pitfoddels
elder and younger, the young laird of Drum, Donald Far-
quharfon of Tulliegarmouth, Mr. James Sibbald minifter at
Aberdeen, with fome others.  They failed out of the har-
bour, and to the fea for England go they. The mafter of
Forbes hearing of their intended voyage, was offended, -
but could not mend himfelf, but he advertifed the eftates of
their flight, who gave him no thanks for not waiting better
upon his fervice.

The 3d Tuefday and 20th of O&tober, the provincial af-
fembly fat down in New Aberdeen; Mr. Robert Reid
parfon of Banchory, was made moderator till the next
affembly, where Mr. William Strachan was ordained to
tranfport himfelf frae the kirk of Methlick to the kirk of
Old Aberdeen, to ferve thecure there, in the depofed Dr
Scroggic’s place, whilk he obeyed.

Thurfday the 22d of O¢ober, captain Kaird, a fafhous
drunken companicn (otherwife a brave foldier) killed a poor
man’s horfe in New Aberdeen, for the which he was ward-
ed, and thereafter for his mifcarriage cafhiered.

Ye heard before of the lord Sinclair’s going to Caith-
nefs. He returns back to Aberdeen upon Thurfday the
22d of Oober with 5oo foldiers, whilk he brought out
of that country. He quarters them in New Aberdeen,
leaving fome money with commiffary Farquhar for their
maintenance, and haftily rides South, to receive orders
from the committee of eftates; but before he came back
again his allowance was fpent, and the foldiers put to their
thifts.  Aberdeen would grant them no quarters, fince the
mafter of Forbes' regiment is quartered there already s
whereupon ilk foldier began to deal and do for himfelf;
fome came over to the Oldtown, where they get nothing
but hunger and cold ; others fpread through the country
here and there about the town, efpecially to papifts lands,
plundering where they might get it, to the great grief of
the country, and to Aberdeen alfo.

Now his majefty lcaves his army at York, and about this
time takes journey towards his own palace of Weftminfter,
for keeping of the Englifh parliament the 5th of Novem-

ber. :
The
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The Scots army lying ftill at Newcaftle, it was faid that
general Lefly had fent out Sir Archibald Douglas, with a-
bout 40 men, to watch the fields about Newcaftle, 12 miles
frae the camp, who rode 1o miles farther than order, and
carelefsly lighted at Borou Ghbmdg ftabled their horfes,and
fat down to drink ; but being fpied b) the king’s out watch-
es, they came ﬁr& to the ftables and took their horfes, and
fyne to the houfe and took themfelves, except four who ef=
caped ; whereat the general was highly offended for their
mifcarriage ; but they were fhortly put to liberty.

The lairds of Watertown and Augh*ex-Ellon, with fome
burgefles of Aberdeen, who were warded in Edinburgh,
came home about the 4th of November, after payment of
their fines.

The parliament of England fits down upon the fifth of
November at Wefiminfter, whereby his majefty was griev-
ouflly born down and alfo crofled, as after does appear.

No feffion fits down in Edinburgh at this time, yet infe-
rior judicatories fits down in wonted manner.

Friday the 6th of November, an Aberdeen’s boat pe-
rifhed pitifully in the fea, with feven men, to the further
vifiting of finful Aberdeen.

Sunday the 8th of November, Mr. James Willox preach-
ed in Old Aberdeen ; after fermon, he read out fome aéts
of the committee, forblddmg apprentices to leave their fer-
vice without order, and fetting down prices upon leather,
whereupon followed fthortly a frift command, charging
the hail cordiners in both Aberdeens to make ﬁngle foaled
fhoes to the mafter of Forbes’ foldiers. No remead ; it was
obeyed, but little payment gotten for the leather, and none
at all for the workman(hip.

Monday the 16th of November, the lord Gordon with
three or four attendants, came frae Berwick by fea, and
landed at the Sandnefs, came to George Middleton’s houfe
in Old Aberdeen, to whom the mafter of Forbes fent two
of his own officers, demanding news of him ; he received
them kindly, and anfwered there was no news, but of peace,
and withal fhewed them three patents, one frae the king,
one frae general Lefly, and the third frae the governour of
Berwick, to pafs and repafs at his pleafure. "Lhir gentle-

Aa2 meny
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men took their leave, and returned to their colonel.. The
lord Gordon, after breakfaft, caufes hire horfes, and goes
for Strathbogie, having only with him Jchn Gordon of Ard-
loggie, Patrick Innes fon to Alexander Innes of Cotts, Alex-
ander Gordon Swankie, and Robert Gordon his fervitor.

About this time an Aberdeen’s fhip, whereof Thomas
Boyes was mafter, coming with goods to Aberdeen frae
Holland, is forced by contrary winds up the Forth, but at
the eftates command fhe-is thortly boarded and manned,
and her hatches clofed, alledging ber merchants in the be-
ginning of thir troubles fled the good caufe with their beft
goods, and went over to Holland, where they uttered un-
referved fpeeches againft this cavfe and authors thereof in
Canipveer, but now fecing appearance of peace, they would
return home. The goods partly belonged to fuch as had
fled, and partly to fuch as fled not, but they are all fummon-
ed to compear before the committee of eftates at Edinburgh,
whereof fome were fined ; the eftates borrowed money up-
on band frae fome of them, whilk was punctually paid, and
the fhip about the 4th of December got liberty home in
peace ; but at this voyage Paul Inglis and John Perflie, two
fine merchants, departed this life.

About this time John earl of Rothes, Charles earl of
Dunfermling, John lord Loudon, Sir Patrick Hepburn of
Wachtoun, Sir William Douglas of Cavers, William Drum-
mond of Richardtoun, John Smith of Edinburgh, Mr. A-
lexander Wedderburn of Dundee, and Hugh Kennedy of
Alr, as members of the eftates of our Scottith parliament,
and for the church Mr. Alexander Henderfon and Mr.
Archibald John{ton, were fentup to the Englifh parliament.

Thurfday the 17th of November the mafter of Forbes
being informed that his regiment, (which never{did fer-
vice), was to be difbanded, rode thortly fouth to the eftates,
leaving his foldiers lying in Aberdeen, fuftained upon the
tenths and twentieths collected by commiffary Farquhar.

Our Scottith parliament fat down the 19th of November
at Edinburgh ; butI refer what was done to the aéts of par-
liament themfelves,

Saturday the 2oth of November, one of the lord Sinc-
lair’s foldiers minding to fteal home to his wife and dchil--

ren,
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dren, is apprehended and hanged to the déath without
doom or law, betwixt the crofles of New Aberdeen.

Sunday the 21ft of November and Thur{day thereafter,
there was fafting and prayer kept through all Scotland for
the good fuccefs of the army and peace of the country, but
no faft was keptin Old Aberdeen, by reafon of want of our
minifter.

Ye heard before, how fome of our Aberdeen’ s burgefles
came home. George Johnfton was fined in 1000 pounds,
George Morifon, David Rickart, and Willtam Petrie, were
ilk ane fined in 1000 merks, and were fet at liberty, and
came home about this time to Aberdeen. d

Licutenant Fotheringhame, with about 40 mufketeers of
the mafter of Forbes’ regiment, went out of Aberdeen, hav-
ing order to go out and plunder fuch perfons as had not
-paid their tenths, and given up their men. He happened
to be at Fyvie with his company, drinking at an alehoufe,
where John Gordon, fecond fon to Ardleggie, William
Seaton, chamberlain of Fyvie, and fome others happened to
bealfo ; and upon fome {light occafion, ferjeant Forfyth in
this company was fuddenly fhot by the faid John Gordon,
who wan freely away without revenge from the midft of
Fotheringhame’s mufketeers, for the whilk this lxeutenant
was pxtxfully difgraced thereafter.

Ye heard alfo befere how major Monro, at his removmg
with his regiment South, was refting to the town’s people
money for his foldiers fuﬁenmtlon, whilk he now remem-
bers, and caufes commiffary Farquhar pay every one ac-
cording to his accompt; but he having {tore of old vi¢tual
befide him, which was bought for thrce pound the boll,
fells it out for 4 lib. again, whereby he made up his profit
at the honeft people’s hands by this fhift, having allowance
to have paid all in ready money.

The committee of eftates ordained one hundred and fifty
thoufand guilders, at 20 petice each, to be paid by the haill
burrows of Scotland, as they fhould be ftented, for payment
to the Hollanders for ammunition, powder and ball, fent by
them to Scotland, the time of thir troubles ; among the reft
Aberdeen was ftented in 16,000 guilders to be paid by the
merchant traders all emrI), upon furety to be paid back a-

a3 ‘ gain
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gain by the eftates, Thus ilk merchant’s trade is tried
and publickly confidered within the tolbooth of Aberdeen’
upon or about the 24th of November.

Thur{day the 25th of November, captain Arnot with a
party of mufketeers, was ordered down to Fyvie, to take or
kill him who had flain Forfyth the ferjeant, as ye have
heard before; but the deed doer was fled. However the
foldiers who were fcattered at this flaughter, were ga-
thered and brought into the town.

Sunday the 2gth of December Doctor Guild preached
both before and afternoon here in Old Aberdeen. Mr.
William Strachan was received after the forenoon’s fer-
mon by the parifhioners, elders, and deacons, there con-
veened, in the depofed Dr. Scroggie’s place, whofe room
was fYill vacant frae the time of his deprivation, and the
kirk wasill ferved by ftranger minifters, till this time. We.
had good doétrine from this Mr. William Strachan cver
{ince. Now Dr. Scroggie dwells ftill in his own houfe till
‘Whitfunday next to comie, during which time he very fel-
dom came to hear Mr. Strachan, but went either to Aber-
deen or Footdee upon Sunday, and liked rather to hear any
other preacher than him out of his own pulpit, wherefrae
ke was thus wife removed, one who had ferved fo long
in the miniftry, a learned, grave, ancient man, of fingular
good parts, who by following the king is thus overthrown,
yet he was remembered fince.

The fame very Sunday after fermons, the laird of Had-
do purfued the laird of Craigievar (both being come frae
fermon) anent the bifhop’s ftile with a rod in his hand,
whilk he quickly defended with another, but they are
- parted without blood. But Craigievar apprchending him-
felf to be behind, challenged Haddo daily, who anfwered
him again, but it turned to nothing; yet irreconcileable
malice remained in the breaft of Craigievar.

Ye heard before of the mafter of Forbes and Marifchal
being before the tables. ~After this the mafter of Forbes
rode to General Lefly, who eftablifhed his regiment, other-
wife he had been difbanded, or at lealt was to be difband-
ed by the cftates; he returns home to Aberdeen from New-
caftle upon the 4th of December, and again begins to up-
ift the tenths and twentieths within his divifion.

Sir
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Sir John Lefly of Wardhoufe departed this life in Tillie-
four upon the 29th of November, and was buried within
his own chapel at Tilliefour, where never laird of Ward-
honfe was buried before. His lady was fhortly after mar-
ried to the laird of Cluny.

Sunday the 6th of December, Mr. William Strachan
after fermon before noon in Old Aberdeen, read out cer-
tain aéts and inftruétions {et down by the lords and others
of the committee of parliament at Edinburgh of the rrth
of November 1640, wherein a ftri¢t command is {et down
to all the committees of war, noblemen, barons, colonels,
gentlemen, theriffs, magiftrates of burrows, clders, and
conflables in each parifh, as they would be anfwerable to
the eftates of this kingdom, that they try, fearch, feek, and .
apprehend all fugitives, horfe or foot, and to prefent them
before the committee of war in ilk divifion, or fheriffs of
the fhire or magiftrates of the burgh where the faid fugi-
tives fhall be apprehended ; and whilk committees, fheriffs,
or magiftrates, fhall be obliged to decimate the faid fugi-
tives, by hanging the tenth man of them ; and if there be
but one or more of them within ten, to caufe hang one of .
the faid number, albeit there but one, and to fend the reft
to the committee of eftates at Edinburgh, nupon the public
expences, to be punifhed with a mark of infamy, and to be
fent back to his company; and whofo bappens after publi-
cation hereof to receipt or entertain any of thefe fugitives,
horfe or foot, or fhall not delate or deliver them in manner
aforefaid, fhall be reputed enemies to the good caufe, and
punifhed by the faid committee of eftates or committee of
war where they (hall dwell, and the half of his moveable .
goods ipfo facto forfeited ; the one half thereof to be em-
ployed to the ufe of the pnblic, and the other half to be gi-
ven to him who delates the recepters, and qualifies the fame,
by and attour receiving a reward from the committee of -
eftates. And becaufe there is a great number of all forts
of people lately come frae the army, and frae their compa-
nies, within this kingdom, now on foot (for defence there-
of) whereof fundry have obtained a pals, upon condition
they return within a thort fpace ; thercfore it is fiatute and
ordained, that whefoever fhall not return to his colours

with-
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within four days after the publication hereof, at leaft after
the expiration of their pafs, fhall be efteemed as fugitives,
and fhall be liable to the cenfure and punithment forefaid,
and if the committee of war within each divifion fhall be

. negligent in conveening and taking order with the faid run-
'ﬁ': aways and the recepters and concealers, or fhall be deficient

:
: -,..:
.
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* in putting this aét to execution, each perfon of the faid com-
mittee of war fhall be outlawed and fined by the faid com-
mittee of eftates in the fum of 300 pounds Scots money for
each failzie, toties quoties ; and if the minifter and elders
““ fhall be deficient in delating, and ccaftables of parifhes, or
‘any other parifhioner, fhall be negligent in fearching, ap-
* prehending and prefenting of the faid fugitives to the faid
committees of war or other magiftrates foreflud in putting
- the faid ats in due execution, fo far as concerns their
* parts thereof, each one of them who fhall be found negli-
. gent fhall be fined by the committee of war within their
. bounds, or by the committee of eftates, in 100 pounds mo-

‘_ ney forefaid, the one half thereof fhall pertain to the public,

_and the other half to the informer in manner forefaid 3 and
oif it fhall come to knowledge who hath or fhall outrigg

?' 2 foldiers, horfe or foot, that thefe outrigged by them are
o ‘difbanded and fled frae their colours, the faid out-putters

: “of them fhall be obliged to fearch for and apprehend the
" * faids fugitives through the haill bounds of the prefbytery
"2 where they dwell, or put them from their bounds; and in

¥
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“cafe of their failing fo to do, they fhall be obliged to make

“up their number by outputting of men‘in their places, fuffi-

ciently provided in arms and other neceffaries, upon their
own expences 3 and ordains thefe prefents to be publithed
‘at the mercat crofles of all head burrows, and haill p:mfh
. kirks within this kingdom, that nene may pretend igno-
“rance.

~"Ye heard before how Aberdeen had furnifhed their part
,of the thoes and cloaths, but their filver work efcaped, and

avas not taken up, as was done in Edinburgh and Dundee.
Mr. William Strachan colle€ted out of the Oldtown and
“Spittal bounds about 40 pounds of contribution. Conform

to their inftruétions there was neither man nor wife, poor

; nor rich, but he fearched for this contribution, and who vo-

luntarily
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voluntarily -would not give or refufed to give, their names
were noted.

No doubt but Aberdeen alfo paid of voluntary contribu-~
tion the fum of pounds Scots,.and neither burgh nor
land efcaped, whereby alfo honeft mens, yea poor mens
purfes were daily picked, by one flight or other, for main-
tenance of this good caufe, albeit the army lived fufficiently
upon Lngland. Befides, upon Monday the 14th of De-
cembera committee was holden at Aberdeen, where orders
was given out for furnithing vi¢tual out of the fheriffdom
of Aberdeen, to be fent to Newcaftle for fuftaining of the
army, of competent price upon bond for payment; it was faid
that there was fent out of the fheriffdom of Aberdeen and
Banff' 12000 bolls of vi¢tual. »

About this time it was faid that the deputy of Ireland was
warded in the tower of London, and that the archbithop of
Canterbury was firft committed to the black rod, thereafter
to the faid tower, like as our Scottith commiffioners upon
the 16th of December fet out a printed paper, whereof
the tenor follows :

This faid paper was intituled, ¢ The charge of the
Scottifh commiffioners againtt the blfhop of Canterbury.”
‘Which runs thus:

< Innovations in religion which are umverfally acknow-
ledged to be the main caufe of commotions in kingdoms and
ﬂates, and are known to be the true caufe of our prefent
troubles, were many and great, befides the books of ordina-
tion and homilies.  1ft, Some particular alterations in mat-
ters of religion preffed upon us without order, againft law,
and contrary to the form eftablithed in our kirk. 2d, A
new book of canons and conftitutions ecclefiaftical, a litur-
gy or book of Common Prayer, which did alfo carry with
them many dangerous errors in matters of doctrine, of all
which we charge the prelate of Canterbury as the prime
caufe on earth.

And firft that this prelate was the anthor and urger of
fome particular charges which made great difturbance a-
imong us, we make manifelt, 1. By fourteen letters fub-
{cribed W. Cant in the fpace of two 3ear5, to one of our pre-
tended bithops ﬁanmtme, wherein he often enjoineth him

and
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and other pretended bifhops to appear in the chapel in
white, contrary to the cuftom of our kirk, and to his promife
.made to the pretended bithop of Edinburgh at the corona-
tion, that none of them after that time fhould be prefled to
wear thofe garments, thereby moving him againft his will
to put them on foot that time, wherein he direted him to
give order for faying the Englith fervice in the chapel twice
a day for his neglect, thewing him that he was difappointed
of the bithoprick of Edinburgh, promifing him upon his
greater care of thefe innovations, advancement to a better
bifhoprick, taxing him for his boldnefs in preaching the
found doétrines of the reformed kirks again{t Mr. Mitchell,
who had taught the errors of Arminius in the point of the
extent of the mercy of Chrift, bidding him fend up a lift of
the names of the council, lords, and fenators of the college
of juftice, who had not communicate in the chapel in a form
that was not received by our kirk, commending him when
he found him obfequious to his commands, telling him he
had moved the king a fecond time for the punithment of
fuch as had not reccived in the chapel, and wherein he up-
braideth him bitterly, that in his firft {ynod in Aberdeen he
had only difputed againft our cuftom of Scotland of faft-
ing, fometimes on the Lord’s day, and prefumptuoufly cen-
furing our Kirk, thatin this we were oppofite to chriftianity
itfelf, and that among us there were no canons at all.  Se-
condly, by two papers of memoirs and inftrutions from the
pretended bifhop of St. Andrews to the pretended bifhop of
Rofs coming to this prelate, for ordering the affairs of the
kirk and kingdom of Scotland, as not only to obtain warrant
to order the exchequer, the privy council, the great com-
miffion of furrenders, the matter of Balmerinoch’s pro-
cefs, as night pleafe our prelates, but alfo warrants for
fitting of the high commiflion court once a week at Edin-
burgh, and to gain frae the noblemen for the benefit of the
prelates and their adherents, the abbacies of Kelfo, Ar-
broath, St. Andrews, and Lindores, and in the fmalleft
matter to reccive his commands, fuch as taking down gal-
leries and ftone walls in the kirks of Edinburgh and St.
Andrews, for no other’end but to make way for altars and
adoration towards the caft, which befides other evils, made
nQ
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no fmall noife and difturbance among the people, depriv-
ed hereby of their ordinary accommodation for public wor-
fhip.

%‘he fecond innovation which troubled our peace was a
book of canons and conftitutions ecclefiaftical, obtruded
on our Kirk, found by our General Affembly to be devifed
for eftablifhing a tyrannical power in the perfons of our
prelates over the worfhip of God, over the confciences, li-
berties, and goods of the people, and for abolifhing the
whole difcipline and government of our kirk by gene-
ral and provincial affemblies, prefbyteries, and kirk feflions,
which were fettled by law, and in continual praétice fince
the reformation ; that Canterbury was the mafter of this
work, is manifeft by a book of canons fent to him, written
upon the one fide only, with the other fide blank for cor-
reétions, additions,and putting all in better order at his plea- .
fure, whichaccordingly was done, as may appear by inter-
linings, marginals {ent to our prelates, and filling up of the
blank pages with diretions fent to our prelates, and that it
was done by no other than Canterbury, is evident by his
magifterial way of prefcribing, and by 2 new copy of thefe
canons, all written by the bithop of St. Andrew’s own
hand precifely to a letter, according to the form fent back
for the king’s warrant unto it, which accordingly was ob-
tained, but with an addition of fome other canons, and a
paper of fome other corrections, according to which the
book” of canons thus compofed was publifhed in print, the
infpe&ion of the books, inftructions, and his letters of joy,
and of other letters of the prelate of London and the lord
Stirling to the fame purpofe, all which we are ready to ex-
hibit, and will put the matter out of all debate.

Befides this general, there be fome things more {peciall,
worthy to be adverted unto, for difcovering his fpirit.
1ft, The fourth canon, chap. 8. for afmuch as no reforma-
tion in doétrine or difcipline can be made perfect at once
in any church ; therefore it fhall and may be lawful for the
church of Scotland at any time to make remonftrances to
his majefty or his fucceflors, and becaufe this canon holdeth
the door to many more innovations, he writeth to the pre-
late of Rofs, his private agent in all this work, of his glad-

nefs
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nefs that this canon fhould fland behind the curtain, and
his great defire that it might be fully printed, as one that was
to be moft ufeful. Secondly, The title prefixed unto thefe
canons by our prelates was, Canons agreed upon to be
propofed to the feveral fynods of the kirk of Scotland, and
is thus changed by Canterbury, Canons, and conftitutions
ecclefiaftical, &c. ordained to be obferved by the clergy;
he will not have canons to come frae the authority of 1y-
nods, but the power of prelates or king’s prerogative.
Thirdly, The formidable canon, chap. 1 and 3. threaten-
ing no lefs than excommunication againft all fuch perfons
as fhall open their mouths againft any of thefe books, pro-
ceeded not from our prelates, nor is to be found in the copy
{fent from them, but is a thunderbolt forged in Canterbury’s
own fire. Tourthly, Our prelates in divers places witnefs
their diflike of papiits; a minifter thall be depofed if he be
found negligent to convert papifts, chap. 18 and 15, The
adoration of the bread is a fuperftition to be condemned,
chap. 6.°6. They call the abfolute neceflity of baptifm an
error of popery, chap. 6 and 2. But in Canterbury’s edi-
tions the name of papifts and popery is not {o much as men-
tioned. Fifthly, our prelates have not the boldnefs to
trouble us in their canons with altars, fonts, chancels,
reading of a long liturgy before fermon, &c. but Canter-
bury is pun¢tual and peremptory in all thefe. Sixthly,
Although the words of the roth canon, chap. 3. be fair,
yet the wifhed intentions of Canterbury and Rofs may be
feen in the point of juftification of a finner before God, by
comparing the canon as it.came from our prelates, and as
it was returned fiom Canterbury, and printed. Our prelates
fay thus, it is manifeft that the fuperflition of former ages
hath turned into a great profanenefs, and that people are
grown cold for the moft part in doing any good, thinking
there is no place to good works, becaufe they are exclud-
ed from juftification ; therefore fhall all minifters, as their
text giveth occafion, urge the neceffity of good works as
they would be faved, and remember that they are via reg-
ni (the way to the kingdom of hcaven) though not caufa
regnandi (the caufe of falvation). Here Rofs giveth his
judgment that he would have this canon, fimply command-

ing
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ing good works to be preached to the people, and no men-
tion made what place they have or have not in juftification.
Upon this motion fo agreeable to Canterbury’s mind, the
cdnon is fet down as it ftandeth, without the diftinétion
of via regni or canfa regnandi, or any word founding that
way, urging only the neceflity of good works. Seventhly,
By comparing canon ¢. chap. 18. as it was fent in writing
from our prelates, and as it is printed at Canterbury’s
command, may be alfo manifeft, that he went about to efla-
blifh auricular confeffion and popifth abfolution. Eighthly,
Our prelates were not acquainted with canons for in-
flicting penalties but in Canterbury’s book is this, Where~
{oever there is no penalty exprefsly fet down, it is provid-
cd that it fhall be arbitrary as the ordinary fhall think fitteft.
By thefe and the like, it is apparent what tyrannical power
he went about to eftablifh in the hands of our prelates over
fouls and goods of men, overturning from the foundation
the haill order of ourkirk : what feeds of popery hefowed
in our kirk, and how large an entry he made for the grof-
feft novations afterward, which muft have been 2 main
caufe of all thir commotions. The third and great inno-
vation was the book of Common Prayer, adminiftration of
the facraments, and other parts of divine wor(hip and fer~
vice, without warrant from our kirk, to be univerfally re-
ceived as the only form of divine fervice, under all higheft
pains both civil and ecclefiaftical, which is found by our na-
tional affembly (befides the popifh frame and forms of di-
uine worfhip) to be filled with many errors and ceremonies,
and the feeds of manifold grofs fuperftitions and idolatries,
and to be repugnant to the do&rine, difcipline, and order
of geformation, to the Confeffion of Faith, conftitution
of ‘ral affemblies, and adts of patliament eftablithing
the true religion; that this alfo was Canterbury’s work,
we make manifelt by the memoirs and inftruftions fent un-
to himn by our prelates, wherein they give a {pecial account
of the diligence they had ufed to do all which herein
they were enjoined, by the approbation of the fervice books
fentto them, and of all the marginal correftions wherein it
varicth, fhewing their defire to have fome things changed in
ity which, notwithftanding, was not graated. 'Thus we
Bb find
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find written by the bithop of St. Andrews’ own hand; ard
fubferibed by him and nine other of our prelates. By Can-
terbury’s own letters, witnefles of his joy when the book
was ready for-the prefs, of his prayers that God would
_ Ipeed the work, of his hope to fee that work fet up in Scot-
land, of his diligence to fend for the printer, and directing
him to prepare a black letter, and to fend it to his fervants
at Edinburgh for printing the books; of his approbation of
the proofs {ent from prefs; of his fears of delaying bringing
the work to an end for the great good of the church; of his
encouraging Rofs, who was entrufted with the prefs, to go
on in this piece of fervice without fear of enemies, all which
may be feen in the autographs; and by letters fent by the
prelate of London to Rofs, wherein he rejoiceth at the
Scottifth canons, which although they fhould make fome
noife at the beginning, yet they would be more for the
good of the kirk than the cannons of Edinburgh-for the
good of the kingdom; {o concerning the liturgy he theyweth
that Rofs fent to have an explanation from Caaterbdry of
{ome paffages of the fervice book, and that the prefs behov-
ed to ftand till the explanation came to Edinburgh, which
e had therefore in hafte obtained from his grace, and fent
the difpatch away by Canterbury’s own conveyance ; but
the book itfelf as it ftands, interlined, margined, and patch-
cd up, is much more than all that is exprefled in his letters,
and the changes and fupplements themfelves taken from
the mafs book and other Romith rituals, by which he mak-
¢th it to vary from the book of England, are more pregnant
teftimonies of his popith {pirit and wicked intentions which
he would have put in execution upon us, than can be de-
nied. The large declaration profeffeth, that all the yaria-
tion of our book from the book of England, that t ng
underftood, was in fuch things as the Scottith humours
would comply with better than with that of the Englith
fervice. Thefe popifh innovations therefore have been fu-
perftitionfly inferted by him without the king’s knowledge,
and againft his purpofe. Our Scottifh prelates do petition
that fome things may be abated of the Englith ceremonies,
fuch as the crofsin baptifin, the ring in marriage, and fome
other things, but Canterbury will not only have thefe
. . things
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things kept, but a great many more worfe things fuper-
added, which was nothing elfe but adding fuel to the fire.
T'o exprefs and difcover all would require a whole book 3
we fhall only touch at fotne few in the matter of commai-
nion.

This book inverteth the order of the communion in the
book of England, as may be feen by the numbers fetting
down this ord€r of communion, I.§. 2.6.7. 3.4. 8. 9. 10.
15. Of the diverfe fecret reafons of this change we mention.
only onej; in beginning the {piritual praife and thank{giving
which is in the book of England pertinently after the com~
munion with the prayer of confecration, and that under the
name of memorial or oblation, for no other end but that the
memorial and facrifice of praife mentioned in it may be un-
derftood according to the popith meaning. Bellarmine de
Miffa, lib. 2. chap. 21. not of the fpiritual facrifice, but of
the oblation of the body of the Lord.

It feems to be no great matter, that without warrant of
the book of England, the prefbyter going from the north
end of the table fhall ftand during the time of confecration
at fuch a part of the table'as where he may with more eafe
and decency ufe both hands ; yet being tried, it importeth
much, and that he muft {tand with his hinder parts to=
wards the people, reprefenting (faith Durand) that whicle
the Lord faid of Mofes, thou fhalt fee my hinder parts. He
muft have the ufe of both his hands, not for any thing he
has to do about the bread and wine, for that muft be done
atthe north end of the table, to be better feen of the peo~
ple; but (as we are taught by the rationalifts) that he may
be ftretching out his arms to reprefent the extenfion of
Chrift on the crofs, and that he may more conveniently lift
up the bread and wine above his head, to be feen and a-
dored of the people, whoin the rubrick of the general con~
feflion a little before are dire€ted humbly to kneel on their
knees, that the prieft’s clevation fo magnified in the mafs,
and the people’s adoration may go together; that in this
pofture, fpeaking with a low voice and muttering (for
fometimes he is commanded to {peak with a loud voice
and diftintly) he be not heard by the people, which is
no lefs a mocking of God and his people, than if the

Bba words
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were {poken in an unknown language. As there is no word
of all this in the Englith Service, fo doth the book in king
Edward’s time give to every prefbyter his liberty of gei-
ture, which yet gave fuch offence to Bucer, the cenfurer of
the book, and even in Caffander’s own judgment, a man
cf great moderation in matters of this kind, that he calleth
them nunquam fatis execrandos miflee geftas, and would
have them to be abhorred, becaufe they confirm to the fim-
ple and fuperftitious, Ter impiam et exitialem mifle fidu-
ciam. The corporal prefence of Chrift’s body in the facra-
neent is alfo to be found here, for the words of the mafs
beok, ferving to this purpofe, which are fharply confider-
ed by Bucer in king Edward’s liturgy, and arc not to be
found in the book of England, are taken in here. Al-
mighty God is invoked, that of his almighty goodnefs, he
may vouchfafe fo to blefs and {fan&ify with his word and
fpirit thofe gifts of bread and wine, that they may be to us
the body and blood of Chrift.

The change here is madea work of God’s omnipotency ;
the words of the mafs, ut fiant nobis, are tranflated in
kingEdward’s book, that they may be unto us, which are 2-
gain turned into Latin by Alfius, ut fiant nobis. On the o-
ther part the expreflions of the book of England at the de-
livery of the elements, of feeding on Chrift by faith, and of
eating and drinking in remembrance that Chrift died for
thee, are utterly deleted. Many evidences there be in this
part of the communion, of the bodily prefence of Chrift, very
agreeable to the do&rines taught by his fecretaries, which
this paper cannot contain. They'teach us that Chrift is re-
ceilred in the facrament corporaliter, both obje€tim and fub-
jé&tim, corpus Chrifti eft objeCtum quod recipitur; et cor-
pus noftrum eft fubjetum quo recipitur.

The book of England abolifheth all that may import the
oblation of any unbloody facrifice; but here we have, be-
fides the preparatory oblation of the elements (which is
neither to be found in the book of England now, nor King
Edward’s book of old) the oblation of the body and blood
of Chrift, which Bellarmine calleth facrificium laudis, quia
Deus perillud magnopere laudatur. This alfo agreeth well

with their late dotrine. We are ready whenever it fhiall be
: judged
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jodged convenient, and we fhall be defired, to difcover
much more matters of this kind, as grounds laid for miffa
ficca, or the half mafs, the private mafs without the peo-
ple, or communicating in one Kind, of the confumption by
the prieft and confummation of the facrifice, of receiving
the facrament in the mouth, and not in the hand, &c.

Our fupplications were many againft thefe books, but
Canterbury procured them to be anfwered by terrible pro-
clamations. We were conftrained to ufe the remedy of pro-
teftation ; but for our proteftation, and other lawful means
which we ufed for our deliverance, Canterbury procured
us to be declared rebels and traitors in all the parith kirks
of England ; when we were feeking to poffefs our religion
in peace againft decrees and novations, Canterbury kindled
war againft us: in all this it is known that he was, al-
though not the fole, yet the principal agent and advifer.
‘When by the pacification at Berwick both kingdomslook-
ed for peace and quietnefs, he fpared not openly in the
hearing of many, often before the king, and privately at the
counci! tablé and privy junto, to {peak of us as rebels and
traitors, and to fpeak agzinft the pacification as dithonour--
able and meet to be broken, neither did his malignance and
bitternefs ever fuffer him to reft till a new war was enter=
ed upon, and all things prepared for our deftrultion.

By him 1t was that our covenant, approven by national af-
femblies, {ubfcribed by his majefty’s commifioner, and by
the lords of his majefty’s council, and recommended to be
fubferibed by all the fubjets of the kingdom as 2 teftimo-
ny of our duty to God and our king, by him was it called
ungodly, damnable, and treafonable; by him were oaths in~:
vented and preffed upon diverfe of our poor countrymen,
upon pain of imprifonment and miferies which were un-
warrantable by law, and contrary to their national oath.

‘When our commiffioners appeared to render the reafuns
of our demands, he fpared not in prefence of the committee
to rail againft our national aflembly, as not daring to ap~:
pear before the world and kirks abroad, where he him-
felf and actions were liable to endure trial, and again®t our
juft and neceffary defence, as the moft malicious and trea-
fonable contempt of monarchical goverament that any by--

L Bbj gone:



284 ! HISTORY CF THE g

gone age had heard of. His hand was alfo at the warrant
tor the reftraint and imprifonment of our commiffioners
{ent from the parliament, warranted by the king, and feek-
ing the peace of the kingdoms. i

‘When we had by our declaration, remonftrances, and re-
prefentations manifefted the truth of our intentions and law-
fulnefs of our actions tg allthe good fubjeétsof the kingdom
of England ; when the late parliament could not be moved
to enter into war againft us maintaining our religion and
liberties, Canterbury did not only advife the breaking up of
that high and honourable court, to the great grief and ha-
zard of the king, but (which is without example) did fit
{1ill in the convocation, and make canons and conflitutions
againft us, and our juft and neceffary defence, ordaining
under all higheft pains, that hereafter ghe clergy fhall
preach four times in the year fuch doétrines, asis contrary,
not only to our proceedings, but to the doctrine and pro-
geedings of the reformed kirks, tending to the utter {lavery
and ruin of all eftates and kingdoms, and to the dithononr of
¥ings and monarchs ; -and as if this had not been fufficient,
he procured fix fubfidics to be lifted of the clergy, under
the pain of deprivation to all that thould refufe, and which
is yet worle, or above which malice cannot afcend, by his
means a paper is framed, printed, and fent through all the
parifhes of England, to be faid in all churches in time of
divine fervice, immediately after the prayer for the king and
royal family, againft our nation by the name of traitorous
fubje&s, having caft off all obedience to cur anointed fove-
reign, and coming in a rebeliious manner to invade Eng-
land, that fhame may cover our faces as enemies to God
and the king.

‘Whofoever fhall impartially examine what hath pro-
ceeded from him{lf in thefe two books of canons and
common prayer ; what do€trines have been publifhed and
printed thefe years by paft in England by his difciples and
cmiflaries, what grofs popery in the moft: material points
~we have found, and are ready to thow in the pofthume writ-.
ings of the prclates of Edinburgh and Dumblane, his own

. creatures, his neareft familiars, and meft willing infiruments
to advance his councils and projefts; fhall perceive, that
is iatentions were deep and large againft all reformed

kirks:
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kirks and reformation of religion, which in his majefty’s
dominions was panting, and by this time had rendered up
the ghoft, if God had not in a wonderful way of mercy
prevented it ; and that if the pope himfelf had been in his
place, he could not have been more zealous in negotiating
for Rome againft the reformed kirks, to reduce them to the
herefies of doétrine, the fuperftitions and idolatries of wor-
thip, and the tyranny in government which are in that fee,
and for which the reformed kirks did feparate from it, and
came forth of Babel, From him certainly hath iffued all this
deluge which hath almoft overturned all. We therefore
are confident that your lordfhips will deal effeCtually with
the parliament, that this firebrand be entirely removed from
his majefty’s prefence, and that he may be put to trial, and
to his deferved cenfure, according to the laws of the king-
dom, which will be good fervice to God, honour to the
king and parliament, terror to the wicked, and comfort to
all good men, and to us in {pecial, who by his means prin-
cipally have been put to fo many and grievous afHlictions, ~
wherein we had perithed if God had not been with us.
‘We do indeed confefs that the prelates of England have
been of very different humours, fome of them of a more
hot, others of a more moderate temper, {fome of them more
and fome of them lefs inclined to popery; yet, what
known truth and conftant experiencehave made undeniable,
we muft at this time confefs, that from the firft time of re-
formation of the kirk of Scotland, not only after the com-
ing of King James of happy memory into England, but be-
fore, the preiates of England have by all means been incef-
fantly working the overthrow of our difcipline and govern.
ment ; and if it hath come to pafs of late, that the prelates
of England have prevailed and brought us in fubjeétion as.
to the point of government, and finding their long watched
opportunity, and a fair congruity of many fpirits and powers
ready to operate for their ends, have made a firong affault
upon the whole external worfhip and doétrine of our
church, by which they did not aim to make us reform to
England, but firft to make Scotland (whofe weaknefs in
refifting they had before experienced, in the innovations of”
government and fome points of worfhip) and thereafter
e - England



286 HISTORY OF THE

England conform to Rome, wherein England had feparated
from Rome cver fince the reformation ; an evil therefore
which hath not fo much iffued from the perfonal difpofi-
tion of the prelates themfelves, as the innate quality and
nature of the office and prelatical hierarchy, which did
bring forth the pope in ancient times, and never cealeth
till it bring forth popifh doétrine and worfhip, were it once
rooted, and the principles thereof fomented and clofely fol-
lowed ; and from that antipathy and inconfiftency of the
two forms of ecclefiaftical government, which they con-
ceived, and not without caule, that our ifland, united alfo
under one head and monarch, was not able to bear, the one
being in all the points and powers the fame that it was
in time of popery, and now is in the Roman church ; the
other being the form of government, received, maintained,
and practifed by all the reformed kirks, wherein by their
own teftimonies, and conceffions, the kirk of Scotland had
no {mall eminency. This alfo we reprefent to your lord-
fhips moft ferious confideration, that not only the fire-
brands may be removed, but alfo that the fire it(elf may be
provided againft, that after this there may be no more com-
buftions.” {

With this paper, knit together in one volume, followed
another printed paper, intituled, ¢ The charge of the Scot--
tith commiffioners againft the licutenant of Ireland.”

Both thefe papers are dated the 16th of December 1640..

Thir papers thus {et forth and printed -appear to be di-
refted by ourScottith commiffioners to the lords of the lower
houfe, or Houfe of Commons of England, who accepted
and adted their part, to the full defire of our commiffioners ;
for, firft, the bithop of Canterbury is laid by frae the king,
and committed to the Tower, and then the lieutenant of
Ireland is laid by and committed to the fame ; fo his ma-
jefty againft his wili is made quit of both.

.- Upon the 1gth of December one of the lord Sinclair’s
{oldiers, by command of the committee of eftates at Edin-
burgh, was had to the Heading Hill of Aberdeen, bound te
a ftake,and three foldiers appointed ilk ane after another, to
fhoot at him till he was dead, and that for the (laughter of

another fellow. foldier in the fame regiment, lately commit--
6 5 x red
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ted by him in Aberdeen. This example made them keep
better order in the town.

Sunday the 20th of December, thundering out of pulpits
againft Yool-day in Aberdeen, charging merchants and
craftfinen, under pain of punifhment, to keep their booths,
buy, fell, and labour as on any other work-day, all and e-
very one, hufbandmen, and others. The booth-doors
flood open, for fear, but there was little merchandize
bought, far lefs work wrought. The grammars had 20 |
days play, and the collegenars had eight in Old Aberdeen,
conform to ufe and wont at Yool.

Yool-day the 25th of December,no preaching in either of*
Aberdeens, as was wont, and as little work wrought all.
the three days. It was faid Doctor Guild would not keep
Yool-day, falling this year upon Friday, but on Yool-even
he had good chear, where the lord Sinclair,. the mafter
of Forbes, the provoft and baillies, with fome others, were .
well feafted, all made merry that night, but no memory of
Yool-day on the morrow. Butupon the 26th of Decem-
ber, he going through Aberdeen, colleting the voluntary
contribution, unhappily wrefted his coot or leg, whereby he
might not ftand to preach. In the pulpit was found a papér
declaring his hypocrify for feafting upon Yool-even but
not upon Yool-day, whereat he was offended, but could
challenge no man with it.

Wednefday the 3oth of December, colonel mafter of
Forbes fent out a captaifi with 32 foldiers to take in the
place of Gight; the houfe is rendered by the lady, but fhe
came in and dealt fo with the mafter of Forbes, that they
awere all removed and came back againto Aberdeen.

About this time Alexander Annand of Caterlyne remov-
ed out of Drum, and another captain put in his place, with
whom the lady was better pleafed ; and he remained there
till about thewth of February next.

About this time alfo returned from London the lairds of
Pitfoddels elder and younger, the lairds of Udny, Muirefk,
Fetternear, and diverfe others, who had fled the covenant,
after they had {pent their means, and were forced to {ubmit
to the judgment of the committee of eftates, who fined e-
very one them attheir pleafure for outftanding, compelled

them
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them to fwear and fubfcribe the covenant, fyne gave them
leave to come home to their own houfes, greater fools than
they went ount, without ficcour or relief from the king, but
firlt they were all kept long in ward in Edinburgh tolbooth,
thereafter fined and fet at liberty.

It was reported about this time, that the lord Boyd upon
his death bed rcvealed a band made up by divers lords,
whereof himfelf was one, founded upon fome mifcontent-
ment, not againft the covenant, but againft the earls of Ar-
gyle, Rothes, the lords Lindfay, Loudon, Balmerinoch,
Couper, and fome others, who took upon them to rule and
guide all, and to govern as worthy nobles as themfelves in
the public bufinefs. Shortly after the revelation, the lord
Boyd deceafed.

This band, as was faid, was made up and fubferibed by
the earls of Montrofe, Marifchal, Mar, Strathern,Southefk,
Seaforth, Wigton, Perth, lord Napier, and others. The
committee of eftates thought heavy of this; they are ac-
cufed, they confefs, and produce the band, which is burnt
in the fire.
 ‘Mondaythe 28thof December, Mr. Gilbert Rofs minifter

at Elgin, accompanied with the young laird of Innes, the
laird of Brodie, and fome others, without authority brake
down the timber ‘partition-wall dividing the kirk of Elgin
frae the quire, whilk had ftood ever fince the reforma-
tion, near feven f{core years or above. On the Weft-fide
was painted in excellent colours, ‘illuminated with ftars of
bright gold, the crucifixion of our blefled Saviour Jefus
Chrift.  This piece was fo excellently done, that the co-
lours never faded, but kept haill and found, as at the begin-
ning, notwith{tanding this college or channery-kirk want-
ed the roof fince the reformation, and no haill windows
therein to fave the fame from {torm, fnow, fleet, or wet,
whilk myfelf faw ; and marvellous to confider, on the o~
ther fide of this wall, towards the Eaft, was drawn the day
of judgment; but all is thrown to the ground. It was
faid their minifter canfed to bring home to his honfe the
timber thereof, and burn the fame for ferving his kitchen,
and other ufes ; but each night the fire went out wherein
it was burnt, and-could not be kept in to Kindle the marn-
’ ing
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ing fire, as ufe is, whereat the fervants marvelled ; and
thereupon the minifter left off and forbore to bring in or
burn any more of that timber in his houfe. ,This was re-
marked and {poke through Elgin, and creditably reported
to myfelf. A great boldnefs, without warrant of the king,
to deftroy churches at that rate : yet it was done by order
of the affembly.

The forefaid Monday proclamation was made at the crofs
of Aberdeen, commanding both Newtown and Oldtown to
furnifh out to General Lefly’s army, and toilk foldier there-

~of, their fhare of a ftand of gray cloaths, twd fhirts, and
two pair of fhoes, under the pain of plundering. Search
was made, but found they were not able to do the famen,
in refpet of the provifion made by them before to fome
of the fame foldiers; whereupon order was given out to
fearch the country for hides, gray cloaths, and farking
cloath, and to pay the fellers out of the town of Aberdeen’s
voluntary contributions ; fuch as might be got was brought
in and furnifhed, and the taylors and cordiners of both A-
berdeens were fet to work to make up thir cloaths and
thoes, and fempfiers to {few thir thirts, but they:got no-
thing for their travel, and their commodities were per force
brought to the town from the country-people by a party of

{oldiers, direct out to fearch and take wherever they might
be found.

v
Y N A R Rk e

Anno 1641.

Captain Torbes, alias Kaird, upon Saturday the gth of
January is warded in the tolbooth of Aberdeen, for robbing
a merchant on the high way called Liddel, fyne tranfported
thercfrae tothe committee of eftates at Edinburgh, there to
abide cenfure, where he was warded, and lay miferably
therein till by moyan he was fet to liberty about the
day of 1642 years,  Both Aberdeens were glad to be
quit of him, he being troublefome in drink.

The 14th of February Robert Lord Burleigh was cho-
{en prefident of the meeting of the eftates of parliament,
: ' : ] without
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without either king or commiffioner, yet conveened by his
majefty’s authority, as the aéts of that parliament bear,*and
which eftates continued this parliament to the 13th day of
April next to come.

Ye heard before of the lord Gordon’s coming to this
country. He remained fome while about his affairs, and
upon Friday the 15th of January fhips at Banff, and back
to Berwick fails he; and frae that to Newcaftle, where, by
perfuafion of his uncle the earl of Argyle, he {ubfcribed the
covenant, and became a good bairn.

Ye heard alfo how ferjeant Forlyth was flain by
one John Gordon, where lieutenant Fotheringhame was
brought in and accufed before the committee of war in A~
berdeen, the lord Sinclair and mafter of Forbes being pre-
fent, for not revenging of Forfyth’s death upon the com-
mittees thereofin a military manner. After fome" reafon-
ing, he was difgracefully degraded, and upon Saturday the
16th of January, by order, the hangman brake his fword
between the croffes of Aberdeen and betwixt the gallows
trams ftanding there, and to his perpetual difgrace, andin
example of others to commit the like ; thereafter he is with
fhame convoyed out of the town through Futtie port to feek
his fortune. -

Ye heard likewife before of the voluntary contribution
taken out of Old Aberdeen ; there followed fhortly the up-
lifting of the tenths and twentieths through the country,
and alfo of their farms, and the tenth penny of ilk houfe
maill within the town was alfo uplifted, referving the big-
ging where the heritor himfelf dwelt free, allenarly, Thus
is burgh and land continually vexed.

Ye heard alfo before how the lord Sinclair’s lieutenant
had cruelly caufed hang up a foldier for deferting, where-
at, and fome other faults, the lord Sinclair was highly of-
fended, and fhortly difcharged him, and planted his own
lawful brother Colonel Sinclair in his place, whilk was
thought good fervice by the people for fuch cruelty ; and
now the lord Sinclair with his affociates began to hold com-
mittees in Aberdeen.

About this time the victual was daily tranfported frae
Aberdeen, Newburgh, Fraferfburgh and I’eterheagi an{gl

' i verfe
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diverfe other parts, towards Newcaftle, towards general
Lefly’s army’s maintenance, being uplifted out of the tenths
and twentieths and the bifhops rents.

The mafter of Forbes’ regiment was before the gth of
February difcharged and ditbanded by the committee of
eftates (not without the Earl Marifchal’s procuring in fome
meafure) becaufe they were but filly poor naked bodies,
burdenable to the'country, and not fit for foldiers. "Thus
is he fet befide the cuthion, for his fincerity and forward-
nefs in the good caule.

The committee of eftates at Edinburgh, hearing how
the forbidden name of M¢Gregor and their accomplices
brake loofe about this time, and were forning and troubling
the king’s lieges day and night, condefcended with the
laird of Invercauld, for a certain fum of money, to defend
the theriffdoms of Angus, Mearns, Aberdeen, and Banff;
(whilk were the countries wherein they did moft injury and
oppreflion) for a year to come, from all rief and fpoilzie;
what was taken by thir robBers frae them, he was obliged
to repay the fame to the complainer within the fpace fore-
faid ; for executing the whilk office, this forenamed laird
of Invercauld was captain himfelf, and gathered together
out of his own friends and others about 250 men, and kept
the faid four fhires both night and day {o carefully, that
none fuffered fkaith, theft, or oppreffion, but lived in all
peace and quietnefs, whilk the eftates perceiving, difcharg-
ed him of his office, but gave him not good payment of
what was promifed at the making of the bargain, thinking
the country would be free of any more vexation ; but thir
lymmars hearing of his difcharge, brake out again undes
John Dugar, to trouble and moleft the country, to their
great grief and fkaith.

Upon Thur{day the 18th of February, there came to
Old Aberdeen out of the marquis of Huntly’s bourds a-
bout 100 filly poor prefled bodies, with a captain called
Gordon, of the houfe of Tillicangus ; they nighted for
their own pay in the Oldtown ; upon the morrow they of-
fered their fervice to the earl Marifchal, who direéted them
to his regiment lying at Morpeth in England ; bu: how
{oon they came to Edinburgh to get pay from the eftates,

€iie they
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they were dire€ted home as unworthy foldiers incontinent,
and got not a plack, but came begging home through the
country from Edinburgh.

About this time Lewis Gordon, being with his father
the lord marquis of Huntly at London, upon fome alledg-
ed mifcontentment left his father’s company, without his
knowledge, and to his great grief; for he unwifely con-
veyed away with him his father’s haill jewells in a cabinet,
being of great worth, and to Holland goes he, leaving his
father forrowful for his lewd mifcarriage, whilk amongft
the reft of his croffes he behoved patiently to fuffer, al-
though he had not great ftore of wealth lying befide him
at that time, for maintenance of his noble rank.

Upon the gth of March the lord Sinclair direfted his
brother lieutenant colonel Sinclair, with a party of 200
foldiers, from Aberdeen to Murray, Rofs, Caithnefs, and
Sutherland, for inbringing of men to his regiment, with the
tenths and twentieths of thefe countries. e remained at
Invernefs, and got good obedience, for they came there
to him outftanders and others, and willingly fuffered all,
left he had lived upon all their eftates and plundered their
goods, accordingly to the military difcipline, whilk they
had no*will of. He ftayed at Invernefs till about the third
of May, fyne returned.

Ye heard before him how Mr. John Gregory was de-
polfed from the miniftry of Drumcak. Thelaird of Drum
deals for him, being his own paltor, and upen fwearing
and {ubferibing the covenant, and teaching penitentially,
with great difficulty he was again reftored to his own pa-
fifh kirk.

. Upon Tuefday the 16th of March Mr. Thomas Thoirs
minifter at Udny, a great anti-covenanter, who had alfo
fled to Englend, comes now calinly in, when he could do
no better, “and glud]y {wears and fubfcribes the covenant,
- begins “his penitential fermons this day, and gives obedi-
ence, fo that he is in peace.

Friday the 15th of March the lord Sinclair fends out a
party of foldiers to live upon the laird of Lethentie’s lands,
entil he fhould come in and pay his lordfhip 30c0 merks of
fine, whilk the laird thought heavy, fecing he paid to this

fame
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fame regiment 600 merks before, and that they had pluu-
dered frae him his beft horfes, worth as much; however
heis compelled to come inand agree with his lordihip, and
fo was made quit of the foldiers, who would have fhortly
harried his ground, if he had not agreed.

About this time the’committee of eftates at Edinburgh
dire¢ted William Blair me(lenger to go and charge divers
geatlemen and barons of the name of Gordon, and others
in this country, to coinpear before our Scottifli parliament,
to be holden at Edinburgh the 13th of April next to come,
and there to anfwer at the inftance of Sir Thomas ‘Hope,
his majefty’s advocate, Sir 'Thomas Nicolfon, Mr Alexan-
der Pearfon, Mr. Roger Mowat, and Mr. James Baird, ad-
vocates and procurators for the eftates, to underly the law
for lies-making and mifinforming his majefty againft his
good fubjeéts, for fowing of fedition, for raifing of arms
againft the conntry, as incendiaries, and diverfe other points,.
with certification, if they compeared not, they thould be
declarcd traitors, and their eftates confifcated and forfault-
ed. This fame meflenger came and nfed thir charges, but
none gave obedience, and nothing followed upon their dif~
obedience.

Upon the 23d of March the place of Kandechyle, per-
taining to the marquis of Huntly, by a fudden fire Wwas reck-
lefsly burnt and deftroyel, the haill plenithing confumed,
to his great fkaith. However, Crowner Garden happened
to be dwelling at this {ame time in this houfe, who was
compelled to agree and pay the marquis therefore.

There came frae the South to Dunnotter the earl of
‘Winton, with his fon the lord Seaton, who had Mr. An-
drew Cant, new come frae Newcaftle, in their company.
They were well entertained, the lady Marifchal being the
earl of Winton’s daughter, and upon the faid 23d of March
they with the earl Marifchal came to Aberdeen, and vifit-
ed both the towns.

Upon the morrow, by warrant direéted from the
committee of the kirk, to eleven perfons nominated by
them, and dwelling within the next adjacent countries a-
bout Aberdeen, as they were the body of the General
Atlembly, to nominate, elet and choofe three minifters
for ferving the cure at the kirk of New Aberdecn, (now

Cc2 vacant



2G4 4 HISTORY OF THE

vacant by death partly, and partly by depofition of their
own ordinary minifters) which eleven perfons compeared,
“being minifters and elders of the prefbytery,and countries
aforefaid, and according to the power given, elected Mr.
Edward Wright minifter of Clackmannan, Mr. George
Gillefpie minifter at Weems, and Mr. Andrew Cant mini-
fter at Newbottle, to be preachers and minifters of the
faid burgh. Mr. Andrew Cant being prefent, was upon
the forefaid day réceived, and he accepted ; the other two
were abfent and accepted not ; but others were put in their
places. The town of Aberdeen were rot fully glad at
Cant’s coming. ‘Then the forefaid lords, having feen both
the towns of Aberdeen, returned back again to the South.

Sunday the 4th of April; a folemn faft was kept in both
Aberdeens, and through the haill kingdom, for the happy
fuccefs of the’army, peace and quietnefs of the land.

Upon Saturday the roth of April the lord Gordon, by
advice of the earl of Argyle his unele on the mother’s fide,
came out of Berwick to Edinburgh (the marquis his father
being ftill out of the kingdom): where he gave content to
the committee of the General Affembly for his flecing the
country, and outftanding ; next he gave content to the
committee of eftates, by {fwearing and fubfcribing the cove-
nant, and obliged himielf that his name and his father’svaf-
fals hould keep good order, and likewife that they (hould
fwear and fubfcribe the covenant in his own prefence, ot
otherwife that he fhould deliver a note of the refufers
names to the committee of eftates at Edinburgh, before the
22d of May next to come. For expeding whereof, he
forthwith came to Strathboggie, conveened his friends at
Dumbennan, where himfelf firft {ware and {ubfcribed the
covenant over again, and then all the reft would fubfcribe,
and took them obliged to keep ordcr by virtue of their band,
for his relief, and fuch as were abfent, or being prefent re~
fufed, he took up their names, and then came to Ldin-
burgh, and there thewed his diligence, whereof the eftates
were heartily well content.

Ye heard before of the Scottith commiffioners their
charge againft Canterbury and the lieutenant of Ireland,
and of the accufations given therein againft them. Itis

very
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- yery apparent that their’s and the Englith minds were fet
for their deftruttion fully, as the only two who had the
king’s ear in all affairs both in church and policy, in thir
troublefome times, and who expreft themfelves deadly e-
nemies to our Scottith proceedings, and faithful fervants to
his majefty. But on the other-part, both Englith and Scot-~
tifh being combined together, refolved to"take them both
from guiding the king or counfelling him, after a kind of
legal way ; and firft they moved the king to fend for the
deputy to Ireland, who being come, was fhortly warded
in the knight of the black rod’s, and thereafter was tranf*
ported to the Tower upon divers pretended accufations a-
gainft England and Scotland.

But this noble lieutenant wifely and gravely made clear
anfwers to every article. Yet they were all repeiled, fince
the ground of his death was otherwife laid. His majelty
left nothing undone for his fafety that lay in his princely
power, but he could nowife prevail againft this plot, to his
great grief.

At laftfentenceis pronounced, ordaining this nobleman’s:
head to be ftriken frae his fhoulders upon the Towerhill
the r2thfof May next to come, whilk fentence they compel-
led the king to fign, (fore againft his will) with his own
hand.

Tuefday the 13th of April our parliament was prorogued’
to the 25th of May 16413 from that continued to the 15th
of July thefaid year; from that appointing the next parlia=
ment to {it down the -feventeenth of November 1644,
whereat the king was prefeat himfelf.

Upon Thurfday the 15th of April, being a prefbytery
day, Mr. John Gregory, of whom ye heard before, teach-
ed a penitential fermon in New Aberdeen. It was not
found fatisfaltory by Mr. James Hervie moderator, and
the remanent members of the prefbytery, and he was or-
dained to put the fame in write; the brethicn advifed the
fame with the next provincial affembly, who found it not
fatisfattory, and therefore they ordained him to preach pe-
nitentially at certain kirks, till he gave content to the next
enfuing General Aflembly, whilk he obeyed.

Upon Tuefday the 20th of April the provincial affembly
fat down in New Aberdeen. Mr, Adam Barclay minifter

Ccy at
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at Alford was chofen moderator to the next provinciul af-
{fembly ; there were fundry matters agitated there: and
firft anent Mr. John Gregory, as ye have heard. Mr.
Walter Hempfeed was placed minifter at Auchterlefs, in
the depofed Mr. John’s place ; Mr. Andrew Logie minifter
at Rayne continned there, but was prohibited to preach tilt
‘the next General Affembly, and to fuftain a preacher out of
his ftipend to fupply his place ; Dr. Forbes laird of Corfe
and profeffor of divinity, was depofed, and his kirk declar-
ed vacant, by virtue of a warrant direted from the com-
mittee of the General Aflembly at Edinburgh, grounded
upon an alt thereanent in the late General Aflembly, as he
who refufed to flofcribe and fwear the covenant. For the
prefent he fuffered patiently, his wife being dead ; he gave
up his own houfe, and remained a while in John Forbes’
Lioufe in Old Aberdeen, and thereafter in Mr. Thomas Lef-
ly’s houfe, quietly, upon his own expences ; a learned pious
man as was in this land. It was faid he-mortified thelodg-
. ing wherein. he dwelt to the profeffors after him ; he of-
fered the keys thena to fuch as fhould come in his place,
but none was prefcnt, and he kept his own lodging, where-

.

in he lay all night, but at the fame time boarded himfelfin

manner forefaid. To this affembly there came out of ilk

" parifh in this province, a commiflioner chofen out of the
roling elders of ilk parifh, moft able and qualified for the
purpofe, like as at every provincial affembly fince the refor-
mation this order was kept; fo ilk minifter came with his
ruling elder. There was divers other ats of this meeting,
and upon Thurf{day the 22d of April the brethren dif-
{olved.

Friday the 23d of April, alias Good Friday, there was
no preaching nor communion given in either of the Aber-
deens, as was wont to be before.

About this time the earl Marifchal fends for Robert
Keith writer, his old fervant, who was then dwelling in Old
Aberdeen, as cathiered by wrongous information, and was
now guided by Mr. Alexatder Lindfay fometime of Vane,
and Robert Keith fheriff depute of the Mearns; however
the earl now writes for him, who came to Dunnotter, and
was reccived to wonted favour. Shortly the earl rides

(having
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{having him with him) to Edinburgh ; and craved the ef-
tates for his charges difburfed in the good caufe 5 they an-
fwered, that the fines lifted out of Aberdeen, and the tenths
and twentieths out of the country within the divifion, was
able to pay all his charges; he anfwered, that he and his
decers had received no more out of Aberdeen, but goo
merks of fines : but they replied, he and bis doers had re-
ceived above 26,000 merks of fines from Aberdecn, by vir-
tue of the common band. The earl marvels at this anfwer,
and returns home to Dunnotter, to take trial of this bu-
finefs. Now his fpecial doers were the faid Alexander
Lindfay and Robert Keith, Sir John D@glas, one of his
captains (lying at Newcaftle with the ‘regiment at this
time), and Mr. James Baird advocate at Dunnotter ; he
tries the faid Lindfay and Keith, who conftantly denied any
fuch receipt, whercupon the earl prefently quits Lindfay,
and upon the morn being the 21{t of April, fends Robert
Keith to Aberdeen, with a warrant to conveen the town’s
people in the tolbooth, and there by virtue of their oath,
and under their fubfcriptions, to declare what fums of mo-
. ney, goods or gear, they had given or payed in the ear] Ma-
rifchal’s name to any of his fervants orders, and to bring
a true note therecf with him, which the faid Robert Keith
gladly did, and the town as willingly revealed. Among
the reft it was told how Mr. James Baird plundered Mr. °
Alexander Davidfon, a good honeft man of the king’s, of
300 merks. How foon the earl gets this note, he forth-.
- with rides back to the committee of eftates at Edinburgh.
Now were great rumours of {lir in England by a paper
found, bearing a confent of the king’s cabinet council (con-
{ifting of about eight or nine perfons whom his majefty moft
favoured) for inbringing of the Spanifh Armada, for help
and fupport of the papifts. "The king has this cabinet coun-.
cil nightly after fupper, who had all confented with the licu
tenant for Ireland, except only the marquis of Hamilton.
and earl of Morton, as was reported. However this pa-
per of the forefaid alledged contents is delivered to the
houfe of commons,.
Upon the 29th of April the lord Sinclair conveens di-
- vers barons and gentry within the fheriffdom of Aber-
deen,
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dpen, and in a committee holden in the tolbooth thereof;,.
orders was given to the commiffioners appointed through
the haill parifhes to take up the names of the haill men able
to bear arms, between fixty and fixteen, in ilk parith, and
to report their diligence before the 1oth of May; vet no
diftrefs followed on the country at this time, praifed be.
God.

Upon Thurfday the 29th of April the young prince of
Orange, about the age of ten years, came royally convoyed:
from Holland to the city of London, and with much mag-
nificence is married to our king’s eldeft daughter Mary, a
bairn about eight years of age, conform'to the conditions
agreed upon betwixt his majefty and his council on the
ore part, and of the prince of Orange elder, and the ef-
tates of Holland on the other part. ~After the marriage
the young prince remained royally entertained at the court
of England; at laft the prince of Orange his father-fent for
him to come home; he therefore took his'leave frae the -
king, the queen, the prince of Wales, the duke of York,
and all the king’s children, and of the princefs his young
lady and fpoufe, whom he left behind him. His majefty
gifted him with abundance of plate and other riches, and
as he was pafling by the Tower of London, he had a volly
of 120 pieces of cannon. Thusleaving his young wife be-
hind him, he returns back again fafe and found to Holland.
Some marvelled at this marriage, as being inferior to the
marriages of the king’s daughters of England, who were
married to crowned heads, and that the greateft in Chriften-
dom; others thought it was carefully drawn on by the
lords and lower houfe, who had their own defigns of ftate
and church matters in haad, whereby they might be fure:
at all hazards of the concurrence and help of their new
ally the prince of Orange and eftates of Holland ; but con-
trary to their expetation this marriage proved to the fin-
gular good and affiftance againft their devilith device.

Upon Tuefday the 277th of April Mr. John Rofs minifter
at Birfe, teached a penitential fermon at New Aberdeen,
difclaiming epifcopacy, Perth articles, high commiffion,
books of canons and common prayers, and the like, to be
altogether unlawful in our kirk. This preaching was plea-

{antly
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fantly heard, and he efteemed a good bairn, however he
was before. ! ¢

Sunday the 2d of May about three o’clock in the morn-
ing the lord Sinclair rode fuddenly from Aberdeen to Edin-
burgh. Upon the morn his brother lieutenant colonel
Sinclair returned back frae Invernefs to Aberdeen; he
brought in the fourth and eighth man out of Caithnefs, Su-
therland, Rofs, and Murray, amounting to about 100 men;
he alfo, with Walter Cochran burgefs of Aberdeen and a
commi(fary there, brought in ftore of money for the tenths
and twentieths without contradiction. y

About this time our new allies the Hollanders fent into
Scotland, for maintenance of the good caufe, a (hip loaded
with ftore of ammunition, powder, ball, and arms to our
covenanters.

About the 3d of May word came to Aberdeen of a re-
bellion in Ireland,arifing from our covenant, fearing againft
their confciences to be compelled to fubicribe the {ame, al-
beit not warranted by the king, and find Scotland and Eng-
land both under diffention about this covenant, church go-
vernment and matters of ftate. They took advantage of
the time, and giving out to be obedient to the king, they
fell to with fire and fword againft the covenanters, as
awell Trith as Englith and Scotch, within their kingdom, in
moft cruel manner. The papifts were thought to be the
principals of it.

Sunday the oth of May Mr. William Strachan minifter
in Old Aberdeen, after the forenoon’s fermon read out of
the pulpit certain printed alts anent runaways, and fuch as
had got forloffs, for furnithing of rickmafters, and alfo for
providing of gray cloath, harden, and fhoes, and to deliver
the fame to be fent to the army to Newcaftle, and to give
up their filver work, with fundry other articles ; butno fil-
ver work was taken up herein Aberdeen. After reading
of thir aéts, he alfo by direction frae the General Affembly,
charged the mafters and laxfithers of Dee and Don, with- -
in this parifl, to forbear fithing upon Sunday, viz. frae
Saturday at midnight till Sunday at that time, in all time
coming ; ilk trefpaffing fervant to be punifhed for the firft
fault as a fingle fornicator, for the fecond as a double for-

nicator,
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nicator, and for the third to be punifhed as an adulterer 3
and if the mafter trefpafs by direéting his men to work up-
on the Sabbath-day, he fhall be conveened before the fef~
fion of the kirk, and cenfured conform to his fault. This
afiembly a&t got fome obedience with great difficulty, for
it was thought no f{in to fith upon the Sabbath-day before.

"The car! of Stafford being now out of the way, to the
great joy and contentment of the confederate covenanters
both in England and Scotland, there comes news to Aber-
deen that fome of the queen’s moft fpecial friends and fa-

. vourites had fled the court of England, as being fufpeted

to be upon a plot intending to bring the king’s army (lying
at Cedefs) to London, to whom fhould have joined the
whole Frenchmen (of no fmall number) dwelling there,
the whole papifts within the town and country; and ficlike
that the king of France, having a fea army at this time ly-
ing at Piccardy, fhould have loofed therefrae and landed at
Portfmouth in England, and to have met aitogether, and
gone to raife up the Englifh parliament per force, before
the peaceable conclufion thereof. The queen herfelf was
fufpected to be upon the council hereof, but this news
turned to nothing, for there was no trial found that thir

.matters weretrue ; but there comes forth haftily a procla-

mation againft thefe perfons who had fled, butno obedience
followed, nor did the forefaid perfons compear, being fled
out of the kingdom. It was reported that the Englifh parlia-

‘ment ‘was much taken up about the difcovery of papiits

plots; and firft they had a committece anent fortifying of
the Cinque Ports; they canfed difarm feveral papifts in
and about London, and the queen’s mother was command-

‘ed to remove out of the kingdom, which the did ; and fub-

fidies were raifed for fuftaining of the armies.

The king was now dealing earneftly with the lords of the
upper houfe, that the bill thould not pafs anent taking away
the civil officers of bithops.

That there fhould be a ceffation of war betwixt the Eng-
lith and Scots frae the 16th of May to the laft of June.
This ncws came to Aberdeen about the Englith bufinefs,
whilk for the moft part proved true.

Doétor Guild, of whom ye heard before, fets out a
printed paper, whereof the tenor follows: ¢« To the n?bi-

itys
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lity, gentry, burrows, and others, and minifters of this'late
combination in covenant.”

s A friendly and faithful advice that the eventof this great
convention, June 6th, may by God’s blefling end to his glory
and the peace both of church and kingdom, by Dr. Wil-

liam Guild, fivorn chaplam to his majefty, and mmﬂer in
Aberdeen.

¢« As remembering that the Lord is the fearcher of hearts,

and blefleth only the fincere defigns which are intended
for his glory and good of his church, chiefly when the famen
is fo glorioufly pretended, ye would do well herein to ex-
amine more narrowly than Laban fearched Jacob’s tents,
and to {ift your hearts, that under pretence of zeal for reli-
gion only,” no fecret nor corrupt ends like Achan’s thing
be any wife hid, tending to your own private gain, or any
other finifter refpeéts, left that (as God forbid) the happy
‘hoped-for event of this folemn mecting be woefully croft,
as Simeon and Levi pretending religion, but intendhg their
own private vindi&t, were accufed by him, who otherwife
would have bleft them.

« 2d, Confider that you have to do with your native
and moft gracious prince the anointed of the Lord; in deal-
ing with him eye always God, whom he reprefenteth, and
with that loyal love and tendernefs as becometh ; remem-
ber your own places ‘as fubjelts, and your duties accord-

ingly, fo to carry in all humility and due obedience, as you g

may approve yourfelves to God, his majefty, to your own
con{ciences, and to all good men both at home and in all
foreign nations, fhunning the foul afperfions of the leaft de-
gree of lefe-majefty, as having David’s tender heart within
you, and not touching the Lord’s anointed, or fo much as
the fldirt of his garment, with the leaft attempt of fecking
to impair his royal and facred dignity, or the luftre of that
crown which God hath fet upon his head, and whofe flou-

rifhing ever we all thould wifh.
3d, Remember alfo that the eyes of fubtile vigilant Ro-
mans are towards you waiting for your halting, and to make
their moft advantageous ufe of a mlfcaxrlage on your parts,
thereby by their pohce to blow the coal of divifion, and to
augment the famen for their own advantage, to bring the
truth

Pid it et o Ay
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truth in your perfons to a difguft and reproach, and if they
fnay (which I hope in God they fhall never be able to per-
form) to alienate the affetion of your gracious and religi-
ous fovereign from the very profeffion itfelf, and from that
tender care which hitherto as a nurfing father he hath had
of the fame.

¢ 4th, Efpecially remembering what ye pretend and pro-

_fefs of the king’s defence and his facred authority ; abjure
alfo the reft of the corruptions of Rome which ye fo much
abhor, and like loyal fubjeéts put ye nothing in practice of
that jefuitical and damnable dotrine of their’s, that chrif-
tian pcople may rife in open rebellion againft their facred
fovereigns, and that they in ancient times oppofed not vio-
lently, heathen nor heretical emperors, nor depofed them,
only becaufe they wanted force and powers fo to do (as
fpeaketh cardinalBellarmine), which thing Tertullian, Ci-
prian, Ambrofe, and many more, teach to be falfe. Ter-
tullian in his apology for the chriftians under the perfecut-
ing heathen emperors, teftifies, that if it had been lawful
for them to be either fecret or open revengers of their own
wrongs, they neither wanted number nor power; yet
what war is there, faith he, that we are not meet for,
and would be ready alfo to undertake if that our religion
taught us not the contrary.

« sth, And if his majelty. difcharge thefe things that
are unwarrantable by law, and have occafioned this fearful
difturbance, peace would be fo regarded, and the duty of
native fubjets toa gracious prince would be fo remember-
ed as his royal majefty may perceive by the loving hearts of
his loyal people how much he is obliged to refpe¢t and give
a patent ear hereafter to their farther grievances, ferioufly
to confider thereof, and in the beft manner, and in a fair
way to give them contentment, rather than he would feem
to foreign nations, by the fubjects of one of his kingdoms
to be fully inforced in a manner to yield to their defires,

" God forbid.

« 6. Likewife having the proof of a gracious prince’s
condefcending fo far, and his promife by public proclama-
tion ofa patent car to all his fubjects farther juft complaints,
that any feeming wilful imprudence by irruption on your

part,
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part, fhould infenfibly embark the eftate of this our {ree
and native kingdom into fuch hazard of loffes and crofle,
cruelties and calamities, which upon the wrath of fo great
a prince, and the rupture between him and his fubjects in fo
poor and diftrefled a kingdom as this is already, would be
clearly feen to all nations to enfuc; but rather giving what
may be condefcended to fubjeéts humble defires, a fair way
may be made to granting of farther— that Satan the author
of all divifion may be difappointed, the popifh hopes may
be fruftrated, fo good a prince may be kept and duly re-
fpeéted, the peace of church and kingdom may be fettled,
all feared evils as fruits of this combuftion may be prevent-
ed, and the hearts of all who love God’s truth and good of
the country may be comforted ; which the Lord grant in
mercy for Chrift’s fake, Amen.”

Saturday the 15th of May a proclamation was made at
the crofs of Aberdeen, forbidding tranfportation of any
more victual to our drmy at Newcaftle, whilk was good
news to the country people, who were forced to pay great
prices for victual, to fuftain themfelves ; becaufe, out of the
fheriffdoms of Banff and Aberdeen there was tranfported
12,000 bolls of meal and bear, which raifed the prices
mightily, but the army was well ferved, and fent back fome.
of their victual to Leith.

About this time John Gordon of Haddo is purfued be-
fore the committee of eftates of parliament, at the inflance
of Andrew lord Frafer and John Forbes of Lefly, for. op-
prefling of them, their men, tenants, and fervants, pluader-
ing their girnels, horfes, corn, and other goods, and caft-
ing thereby the Mains of Muchalls wafte, extending to great
fums, and for taking of the faid John Lefly violently'and
per force, and carrying him to Strathboggie; for taking
frae him his beft horfe, with a bond for payment of one
thoufand merks before he was put to liberty, and whereof
he had got real payment. Thir complaints were ftrongly
agitated before this committee, whereof the lord of Bal-
merinoch, brother-in-law to the lord Frafer, was prefident
(no doubt his true friend) agented alfo by the laird of Crai-
gievar, a deadly enemy to the laird of Haddo. = True, Had-
do was pot guiltle(s of thefe complaints, but he htad fled the

Dd courfe
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courfe which the name of Gordon was then upon, and
-came in to the earl Marifchal his near coufin, and follow-
ed him, and for his fafety and protetion paid alfo to the
earl 8oco merks, and by whofe means he had got an abfol-
vitor, as was alledged, from thefe claims, long before,. in
prelerice of a full committee.

Haddo trufting to this abfolvitor, and Marifchal’s moyan,
bade at home, the earl anfwering for him before the com-
mittee ; but do his beft, the firft abfolvitor was repealed,
and he decerned by the committee of eftates of parliament
to pay to the lord Frafer for his lofles the fum of ten thou-
fand merks or thereby, and to the laird of Leflie’ 3500
merks, wherenpon horning, caption and comprifing was
haftily raifed, but Haddo made proteftation againft the de-
creets.

Sunday the 3cth of May doétor William Guild mini-
ftcr, celebrated the communion in New Aberdeen to the
people fitting, none daring to kncel, as was ufed before ; he
read out an a&t of the General Aflembly, ftrictly charging
and forbidding all fuch as had not fubfcribed the covenant
to approach this table, or any others coming from their pa-
rithes without a' teftimonial, otherwife they fhould-be re-
moved publicly.

Friday the 4th of June, Mr. William Strachan our mi-
nifter preached a preparation {fermon before the giving of
the communion ; the next Sabbath Dr. Alexander Scrog-
gic came and heard his fermon, which was the firft he heard
the faid Mr. Alexander Strachan preach fince his coming to
the place ; and upon Sunday the 6th of June he preached
after fermon he read out thefe alledged aflembly acts to the
people fitting, and after prayer he gave the bread on each
fide to one or two, thereafter the bafon and bread lifted
by an elder, and ilk man took his facrament with his own
hand; in like manner the minifter took the cup, and gave
it to one or two on each fide, fo cach one gave the cup to
his fellow, not done as was before, for the minifter before
gaveeach perfon communicating the bleffed facrament out
of his own land, and to ilk perfon the cup.

Utpon this Sunday Sir Alexander Gordon of Cluny,
knight barenct, his banos with dame Elizabeth Gordon

were
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were proclaimed. Her hufband deceafed upon the 25th
of November 1640. There was fome fufpicion of famili-
arity betwixt them, whereupon thir banas were proclaim-
ed by direction of the prefbytery, himfelf fitting in the defk
ir Old Aberdeen, hearing his own banns proclaimed, not
ordinarily ufed.

General Lefly fent about this time John Monro of Affan,
and a lieutenant in his army, with a letter to the com-
mittee of eftates at Edinburgh, defiring him to be warded
in the tolbooth, for having conference with one of the
king’s army called Sir Donald Gorme, whilk was done.
The ear] of Seaforth was alfo holden in fufpicion with us,
and I believe little was proved againft the one or the other
as yet.

z\bout the 6th of June, there fell out fome anger betwixt
the earl of Argyle and the earl of Montrofe, upon fome al-
ledged fpeeches; there was fome mifcontent before betwixt
General Lefly and Montrofe at Newcaltle, anent {ome
letters pafling betwixt the king and him, contrary to the
order of war, whereat the general was offended, but this
matter, though fufpicious, was wifely fuppreft. Now it
happened, that a minifter called Graham had fpoken that
the earl of Argyle faid, the king’s majefty might be depofed
and deprived of his crown, upon any of three reafons. 1,
For defertion; that is, leaving his kingdom without good
government in church and policy. 24, For prodition, that
is, fecking the tinfel and lofs of his kingdom, by deftroying
of their laws and liberty. 3d, For invafion; thatis, raif~
ing arms againft his loyal {ubjeés. ‘Which {peeches this
Graham alledged Argyle had fpoken in Athol, at the time
when he went there to caufe that country people fubfcribe
the covenant, as ye have heard before ; and that he {pake
them in prefence of diver{e barons, gentlemen, and others
of rank. How foon Argyle heard of this Graham’s
{peeches, he conveens him before the committee at Edin-
burgh, and accufes him upon thefe fpeeches.  This Gra~
ham anfwered, it was true he fpake them ; then he was
demanded of an author; the earl of Montrofebeing fitting
with the reft at the committee, he was loth to reveal his
author; but Montrofe {pake boldly, Fear not, fays he, tell

Dd2 © your
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your author ; he anfwers them, My lord, it is yourfelf that
is my author; who alfo being enqguired, confeffed, that
Argyle fpake the fpeeches indeed ; and his author being
{piered for, Montrofe pertly alledged and faid, he would
bide by them; and that Mr. Johu Stuart younger, com-
miffary of Dunkeld, was his author. Argyle and his fifter’s
{on beiag both fitting at this committee, and hearing thir
fpeeches, were nettled, and became offended with Mon-
trofe, betwixt whom fell out fome quarrelfome ipeeches,
but all were commanded filence by the committee for this
time. Argyle caufes charge Mr. John Stuart to compear
before the committee to anfwer for thir fpeeches, who
indeed obeyed the charge, and compeared and bade by
the fpeeches, faying to Argyle, My lord, I heard you
fpeak thefe words in Athol, in prefence of a great many
people, whereof you are in good memory. = Argyle an-
fwered, faying, while he was in Athol, he found the Stuarts
there againft the {abfcribing of the covenant, to whom
he faid, this covenant was not againft the king, but for
religion and liberty of the kingdom ; and if they would
not fubfcribe the fame, it might breed them both peril and
{kaith ; for if the body of the country would not go one
way, but be divided amongft themfelves, it would be an
highway to bring in the Englifhmen into the land, to de-
throne the king, and bring the nobles under fervitude and
flavery. . This he remembercd to have faid, but denied any
farther. - Whereupon the faid Mr. John Stuart is prefently
warded and kept faft in the tolbooth of Edinburgh; and at
laft it coft him his life, as hereafter ye fhall hear.

‘Now Argyle, fecing Montrofe thus fet againft him,
ftrives by all means poflible to have a watchful eye over his
ways, and underflanding that Montrofe had lately fent to
court one captain John Stuart with letters, he quietly fends
into England three or four trufty fervants, to intercept this
bearer in his home coming, whilk they did, and ripe this
captain, and find within his riding faddle a pacquet of let-
ters ; they bring him to Edinburgh, where Argyle prefents
him before the committee with his letters ; they immediate-
ly brake the pacquet; and find diverfe letters written to
fundry of our noblemen by our Scotch nobles at courii

an
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and one efpecially written by his majefty to Montrofe
himfelf, thanking him for his loyalty, defiring himalfo to
perfevere, and he fhould not reft unrewarded. 'What was
written in the other letters, I cannot tell.  Among the reft
there was a curious obfcure piece written after the form fol-
lowing. :

« Tell L. If G and B. be difbanded the parliament may
be holden, and A and R may be cut off by A B C, and by
thir means other matters not yet known may take effeét,
and D and T may effe@uate whatis defired by the adiftance
of AB C, &c. M relies upon LK looks for the perform-
ance of all promifed to him in L his name. No officers of
ftate fhould be chofen but by A B C; let L be informed by
D and T that matters cannot go right till that ferpent M that’

lies in his bofoni be cut off.”
© Clavis. ¢« L, viz. Lyon, G B general and his band A
and G, Argyle and Rothes, A B Cbanders, D T duke of L
ennox and Traquair, M Montrofe, K the laird of Keir, M
that ferpent the marquis of Hamilton.”

This letter thus ambigunoufly written is after this manner
found out and exponed among the committee, to their
great grief and difpleafure; then they go on and demand
further of this captain John Stuart, what he knew in this
bufinefs, and took his oath, folemnly to declare the truth,
who deponed, he knew ncthing what was in the paper; but
that his mafter Montrofe had written to his majefty, for-
bidding him to come to Scotland for holding the parlia-
ment, till firft the Scottith army were difbanded, otherwife
he would be in jeopardy. Farther than this he knew
not,

Thereafter he is committed to ward in the tolbooth of
Edinburgh ; inlike manner the earl of Montrofe, the lord
Napier, (married to the earl’s fifter) a fingular man, and
fometime prefident to the committee of eltates, the lord of
Keir, allied to Napier, the laird of Blackhall, firnamed
Stuart, a prime man, and one of the lords of council and
feflion, being combined together, and guilty in writing of
letters, exprefsly forbidden under the pain of treafon, with-,
out confent of the committee, and fufpect to be guilty in
other paflages befides; they therefore wereiall at the

d 3 fame
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fame time warded in the caftle of Edinburgh, and ftraicly,
keeped.

About the forefaid 6th of June there came from Eng-
1and to Scotland, an a¢t intitled, ¢ An a& for utter abo-
lithing = archbifhops, bifhops, chancellors, commiffars,
deans and chapters, archdeacons, prebendaries, chantors,
canons, and all other offices out of the church of England.””

.. This act plainly proved how both Englifh and Scots had
cencluded the rnin and rooting out of bifhops from the
king’s haill dominions, before the beginning of our cove-
nant.

- There came word alfo to us, that our Scottifh commif-
{fioners met with a committee of the lower houfe, whom
they had acquainted with the plots newly difcovered touch-
ing Montrofe and his accomplices ; defiring their afliftance
to {equeftrate Traquair from the king, and to fend him
home with the reft of the incendiaries, which at this time
was not granted., That the parliament had feized upon, -
the haill Cinque Ports of England, and furnithed the {fame
and that the haill parliament had fubfcribed the Englith co-
venant except the papifts. }

Sunday, being Whitfunday the 13th of June, Mr. Wil-
liam Strachan gave the communionin Old Aberdeen (as be-
fore) the 2d time.  Doctor Scroggie, notwithftanding he
was forbidden out of the pulpit to come to the table, as he
who had fubverted the covenant, took his communion,
whilk bred fome fear. to the minifter, who was doubtful to
refufe him the communion or give it, but no impediment
was made to him, and fo he received it.

Upon the forefaid Whitfunday, the lord Sinclair came to
the place of Old Montrofc, by dircétion of the committee
of eftates at Edinburgh, and there violently brake up the
gates and doors thercof, entered the houfe, fearched and
{fought the haill coffers, chefts and trunks within the fame,,
to {ee what miffives or letters pertainiag to the earl of Mon-
trofe, or any of his friecnds, might be found, becaufe his
writes lay in this heufe. They took to Edinburgh alfo with
them rhe earl’s fecretary, called Lamby, totry what he knew.
'The like was done to another houfe of the {aid earl’s called
Kincardine, and what was found was bad to the committee

i at
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at Edinburgh, the earl himfelf lying warded in the caftle.
‘It is faid they alfo demolithed his ftately houfe of Mugdok.

About this time the Flanders traders of Aberdeen are
compelled to fend to Holland 17,000 merks, in penny or
pennyworths, for their part and for relief of the country, as
was for them ftented.

Now {oldiers were daily coming out of Caithnels and o-
ther parts, for making up the lord Sinclair’s regiment of 500
men, but the earl of Musray is quit without furnithing any
men.

Sunday the 20th of June Mr. William Strachan the third
time gave the communion in Old Aberdeen, forbidding (be-
fore he gave it) out of the pulpit all outftanders and anti-
covenanters to approach the table; but doétor Forbes of
Corfe obeyed not this prohibition, but came to the table,
and received the eommunion without impediment at this
time. Thus both he and do&or Scroggie, as ye heard be-
fore, communicated, but do¢tor Lefly the principal did
not communicate this year at all; and this fame Sunday
Mr. John Lefly, fervitor to the faid Doétor Forbes, and
Mr. John Caffie ftood up, and with uplifted hands fub-
fcribed the coveuvant, whilk they had not done before, and
for their fo long outitanding the prefbytery ordained them
to confefs their error, and to fubfcribe and fivear as faid is.

Mr. Alexander Robertfon minifter at Cluny, upon Tuef-
day the 22d of June, married Sir Alexander Gordon of
Cluny, with dame Elizabeth Gordon, after their banns
were thrice proclaimed in Old Aberdeen, and whereupon
Mr. William Strachan fent his teftimonial, fo they were
married at Cluny, and their bridal held at 'Filliefour, but
the died fhortly after,

Wednefday the 23d of June Dr. Scroggie, a reverend
old preacher at this kirk, is now, fore againft his will, com-
pelled to quit his dwelling-houfe in Qld Aberdeen, and
yards pleafantly planted for the moft part by himfelf; fo
he removes this day with all his family from the fame, and
delivers the keys to Mr. William Strachan, that he might
enter, as well to the bigging as to the pulpit. He tranl
ported all to Ballogie, and took a chamber for his coming
and going in New Aberdeen. Thus is this wife, famous,

learned
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learned old man, handled in his old age; however the faid
Mr. William Strachan paid him for his planting, before
~he got entry, 400 merks. ;

Upon Thurfday the 24th of June, Mr. Andrew Cant
comes with his wife and bairns to Aberdeen, takes up his
houfe, enters his calling and miniftry, by direttion of the
General Affembly; he was riot very welcome to all, be-
caufe he came not by the town’s elettion; he began tor
make fome innovations, as ye may fce hereafter.

Now the papifts are ftraitly put out in all places without
refpe&, within the kingdomj among the reft the lady Dow-
ager of Huntly, a noble, worthy, and honourable lady, is
put at by thekirk to renounce her religion, and conform in
fevere manner. This lady, born in France, brought up in
the Roman religion all her days, and of great age, would
not now (her one foot being in the grave, asthe faying is)
alter her religion, but rather made choice to leave the king-
dom; whilk fhe was forced to do for all her kindred’s
moyan and friendfhip that fhe could make. Thus refolute—
ly fhe fettles her eftate, rents and living ; leaves, with woe
heart, her fately building of the Bog, beautified with many
yards, parks, and pleafures, clofes up the gates, and takes
journey with about 16 horfe, and upon Saturday the 26th
of June fhe came to Aberdeen; lodged in Mr. Alex-
ander Reid’s houfe, and on Monday thereafter fhe rides °
frae Aberdeen towards Edinburgh. A firange thing to
fec a worthy lady of feventy years of age, to be put to fuch
travel and trouble, being a widow, her eldeft fon the lord
Marquis being'oat of the kingdom, her other children dif-
perfed and {pread, and albeit nobly born, yet left helplefs
and comfortlefs, and fo put at by the kirk, that the behov-
ed to go, or clie abide excommunication, and thereby lofe
her eftate and living, whilk was fhe loath to do. She left
her oy Charles, fon to the marquis, being but a bairn,
with Robert Gordon baillie of Enzie, to be entertained by
him, when fhe came frae the Bog ; and the alfo fent another
of his bairns called lady Mary, to Anne countefs of Perth,
her own eldeft fifter, to remain with her.  Thefe things
done, fhe comes to Aberdeen; frae that fhe rides to Edin-
burgh, where fhe remains till about the end of Scptember,

} without
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without help or remecad, fyne rides direétly to Berwiclk,
there to remain during her pleafure. It is faid fhe had
ftore of gold and jewels with her; afterwards fhe goes to
France; fhe had about 300,000 merks in gold and money
with her, by and attour filver plate, which did little good
to the diftrefled eftate of that noble houfe.

Sunday the 27th of June Dr. Guild, one of the ordinary
miniters at Aberdeen, preached ; after fermon he declared,
that he was ordained to leave his miniftry and become prin-
cipal of the King’s College of Old Aberdeen ; he there took
his leave of his auditory, whereat fome were not difcon-
tent, he being fomewhat feditious, and they would have
been willingly quit of him 5 and therefore he now removed
(and nottil now) to the faid college.

Ye heard before fomewhat of the ear]l of Moantrofe and
his complices; now about this time the committec of eftates,
as was {aid, fent the lord Balmerinoch to the caftle of Edin-
burgh, defiring Montrofe to come and {peak with the com-
mittee, whilk he fimpliciter refufed, faying he would come
to parliament before his peers, but not before a committee ;
thereafter another lord was fent to him, who got the fame
anfwer; whereupon the committee ordained the provoft
and baillies of Edinburgh to go ia their name, and charge
the conftable of the Caftle to render Montrofe to them, and
to bring him down to the committee under a ftrong guard,
whilk they did, being about 400 men.  The committee de-
mand Montrofe of {ome queftions, who would give no an-
fwer nor folution, faying he would anfwer in parliament be.-
fore his peers, and was no more obliged. - 'The committee
finding no contentment, fent him back again to the Caftle,
there to remain; but Stephen Boyd was difcharged from
being captain thereof, and another captain putin his place,
becaufe he fuffered Montrofe to have conference with the
reft. So they want that comfort now, and are more
{traitly kept, {0 that ilk one had a page to wait upon him,
and none was fuffered to go in or out but by permiffion to
fpeak with any of them. Thiswas thought ftri¢t dealing,
there being of Montrofe’s fide called Banders, about 19
noblemen, linked toget}‘er againft the committee govern-
ment, although otherwife good covenanters.

Saturday
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Saturday the 3d of July, the lord Sinclair returned from
Edinburgh back againto Aberdeen, where he ordained his _
regiment lying there, of about 500 men, tolive upon free
quarters within the town, to the wreck of the inhabitants
thereof ; but they had-no great lofs, becaufe they receiv-
ed payment for their entertainment frae commiflary Far-
quhar, out of the tenths and twentieths, fuppofe this Far-
quhar made his own profit thereby alfo, by paying them
‘with dear meal. Now there happened one called John A-
lexander, fervitor to the earl of Seaforth, to come from Edin-
burgh to Aberdeen, intending to go North to his mafter,
with letters which he had upon him ; but was apprehend-
ed in Aberdeen, and fent with the letters to the committee
at Edinburgh, thinking to find fomewhat among the letters
that would make the earl of Seaforth better known, whoin-
deed was under vehement fufpicion. How foon the earl
gets word, he follows his man South, and after trial nothing
was found againft himfelf or his fervant; however he
bides the parliament following.

The prefbytery of Aberdeen and their moderator were
upon the 8th of July at the vifitation of the kirk of Mary
Culter, where Mr. David Lindfay parfon of Belhelvie, Mr.
Andrew Melvin parfon of Banckory, and Mr. William Stra-
chan minifter at Old Aberdeen, were chofen commiffioners
for the faid prefbytery, to attend the next General Affem-
bly. William Blackburn, burgefs of Aberdeen, was chofen
a ruling or laic elder for the {aid prefbytery. Mr. Samuel
Ruthetford, minifter at , hearing of this eletion, writes
haftily to the prefbytery, then fitting in Aberdeen, craving
(as if he had not heard of the ele&tion) Mr. Andrew Cant
to be chofen one of the commiffioners; the matter is agitated,
and the brethren thought that the election fhould {tand un-
changed, except there were found a nullity in the fame, ac-
cording to the order obferved before in the Kirk, without he
who was chofen thould demit; but Mr. Andrew Melvin
is urged to demit, which ignorantly, contrary to his credit,
he did, and upon which the faid Andrew Cant is joined
commiffioner in his place. :

Ye heard how this parliament was continued to the 15th
of July, (according to the divers ats of continuation in the

fecond
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fecond parliament of king Charles.) This day the faid
parliament fits down with the nobles, barons, and burgefles
both, without the king, for he was not yet come downy
and without a commiflioner; however they begin to do
fuch bufinefs before his majefty’s coming, as they thought
fit, The earl of Traquair hearing of this parliament, leaves
the king (for he durft not bide behind him in England, for
fear of the Englith parliament) and goes to fea, failing in
one of the king’s fhips about Holy Ifland and elfewhere,
for fecurity of his life, until at laft he is forced to come in
and fet caution before the eftates, or a committee of parlia-
ment, and there to abide his trials.

Well, they began firft to call the abfents frae this parlia-
ment both at home and. abroad, but no bifhop was called
nor contumaced, except the pretended bifthop of Rofs.
Now there were particularly fummoned to this parliament
John earl of Traquair, Sir Robert Spotfwood of Duani-
pace, late prefident, Sir John Hay of Lauds late clerk re-
gifter, Mr. John Maxwell pretended bifhop of Rofs, and
Dr. Balcanquall, as incendiaries; and fiklike, were fum-
* moned to this parliament, James earl of Montrofe, Archi-

bald lord Napier, Sir George Strivling of Keir, and Sir Ar-
chibald Steuart of Blackhall, as plotters, devifers, and ma-
chinators of courles againft the public weal, as the 34th aét
of the laft feflion of faid 2d parliament bears, albeit thir
laft named perfons were all warded in the Caftle of Edin-
burgh, as ye heard before. By and attour incendiaries and
plotters, there were alfo fummoned the marquis of Huntly,
the marquis of Douglas, the earl of Roxburgh, the earl of
Nith{dale, the earl of Crawford, the earl of Airth, the earl
of Airly, the ear] of Linlithgow, the earl of Tullicbardine,
the earl of Stirling, the earl of Carnwath, thelord Semple,
the lord Ogilvie, the lord Aboyne, the lord Etrick or ge-
neral Ruthven, and fundry others, who were out of the
kingdom ; they were all fummoned at the mercat crofs of
Edinburgh and Pier of Leith, upon fixty days warning.
- There were alfo fummoned to this parliament fundry of the
barons and gentlemen of the name of Gordon in this coun-
try, whereof none compeared of that name. 'This fum-
mons was raifed by direction of the eftates againft thir per-

{ons,
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fons, under the pain of forfeiture, whereupon many of thir
noblemen, barons, and gentlemen, came home to Edin-
urgh.

Ye heard before of Dr. John Forbes of Corfe his depo-
fition, whereby his place of profeffor was vacant, to the
great grief of the youth and young ftudents of theology,
who were well inftruted and taught by this learned doc-
tor ; but for remead of this, there is diret by the kirk an
edict to be ferved and publicly read at the kirk door of Ma-
char kirk in Old Aberdeen, by the which the commiffion-
ers of the prefbyteries of the haill diocefe of Aberdeen were
fummoned to compear at Aberdeen, npon the laft day of
Auguft next to come, for choofing in the depofed profeffor’s
place a fufficient qualified man, to ferve in his room, and
upon his rents.

The commiffioners of the haill prefbytery compeared,
and none were abfent except Kincardine, Deer, and Turiff’;
the reft who were prefent leeted for this place, Mr. Alex-
ander Seyton minifler at Banff, Mr. John Seyton minifter
at Kemnay, Mr. George Leith minifter at Culfamond,
Mr. William Douglas minifter at Forgue; and-becaunfe
the haill commiffioners were not prefent, they referred thir
leeted men with eiking, paring, or changing, to the next
provincial affembly to be holden at Aberdeen; and fo they
diffolved.

Upon Tuefday the 20th of July the General Affembly
fat down in St. Andrews ;3 Mr. Alexander Henderfon, mi-
nifter at Leuchars in Fife, is moderator ; the committee of
eftates wrote to them with the ear] of Cafiilis, thewing that
many of the commiffioners to this affembly were members
of the parliament 5 defiring them therefore to tranilate their
place to Edinburgh, as moft commodious both for parlia-
ment and them. This matter was much debated among the
brethren; at laft they yielded, leave St. Andrews, and
come to Edinburgh, and upon the 27th of the famen July,
fit down in the Gray Friar kirk thereof, where the king’s
commiffioner, viz. earl of Weymfs, prefented them a letter,
written frae his majefty to them, protefling to maintain reli-
gion in true piety, to pafs prefentations to fuch kirks as he

was patron of, to fuch minifters not yet provided, as were
: v thought
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thought meet ; to fee feminaries of learning advanced, re-

uefting the brethren to be peaceably fet, and to pray for
him. This favourable letter was delivered to the modera-
tor, and read in public audience; thereafter the commif=
fioner delivered fomewhat more conform to his commiffion.
Now this affembly fat each day before noon conftantly, and
the parliament ilk day afternoon. 4 No fuch order feen here
before, the parliament and the affembly fitting half days to-"
gether.  No lords nor.barons, advocates, clerks, or other
men of mark, had entry to this affembly, to hear and fee,
as was wont to be done before, {o ftraitly were the doors
kept 3 fo the commiflioners, minifters, and ruling elders
had only place.

At this affembly Dr. Sibbald late minifter at Aberdeen,
his papers which were taken frae him were revifed and
fighted ; fome whereof fmelled of Arminiani{m, as they
thought, and whilk they kept ; other fome were found or-
thodox, whilk were delivered to Mr. Robert Petrie, agent
in Edinburgh, to be fent to Doétor Sibbald, now lying in
England or Ireland. Mr. John Gregory minifter at Drum-
oak, and Mr. Andrew Logie minifter at Rain, were re-
ceived and reinftalled in their feveral kirks.

Mr. John Ofwald minifter at was ordained by
the affembly te be tranfplanted to Aberdeen, which he very
willingly obeyed. b

The night family exercife, called the family of love, was
there agitated and reafoned, yet (contrary to the mind of
the brethren, who favoured the fame as was thought) it
was fuppreft and prohibited.

The houfehold exercife, morning and evening prayers,
were ordained to be faid by ilk man, poor and rich, learn-
ed and ignorant, in his own family, under pain of kirk cen-
fure. F

To this affembly Dr. Alexander Scroggie (after he is
depofed, put frae his kirk, and {poiled of his goods) gives
in now a fupplication, (notwithftanding of his writing
with the reft of the Aberdeen’s doctors againft the cove-
nant,) offering to {wear and fubfcribe the {fame (whilk he
had refufed before), and to do what further the brethren
thould enjoin him. The affembly heard gladly his fup-

E e plication.
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plicat*on, and referred him to the committee of the kirk
at Edinburgh, ordaining him to go there and give them
content, whilk he did at laft, where he get fome pen-
‘ fion.

There were fundry other a&s made by them, whilk is
here referred to their own books. They indi¢ted another
general aflfembly, by their own authority, without warrant
of the king, as was wont to be, to be holden at St. Andrews
the third Wednefday of July 1642 ; and {o upon the gth
of Augauft they all diffolved.

Upon Wednefday the 21ft of July Mr. John Steuart’s
head is ftriken off frae his thoulders at the crofs of Edin-
burgh, after he was convitted by an affize, before a com-
mittee holden to that effeé, within the faid burgh, for
{peeches alledged fpoken by him againft the earl of Argyle,
as ye heard before. This gentleman is cruelly executed
for,words, not before our ordinary juftice or fheriff court, -
according to our Scottith laws, but before a new in-come
court; however it is faid he abode by all the {peeches
that he {pake, and went to death therewith.

About this time John Leith of Harthill got liberty to
come ott of the tolbooth, where he was warded (as ye
heard before) and go up and down Edinburgh, having
one attending him all day, who brought him in ilk night to
the tolbooth again ; but this liberty lafted not long, but he
was miferably handled, as ye may hereafter hear.

About the begmmng of Auguft, word came that the
earl of Traquair, Sir Robert Spotfwood, John pretended
bifhop of Rofs, Sir John Hay and Mr. Walter Balcan-
quall, five of the incendiaries above written, were coming
with the king to Scotland ; whereupon the eftates made
proclamation at the crofs of Edinburgh, forbidding all
manner of men to receipt, {fupply, or fupport any of them,
under great pains, and whoever could take and apprehend
them, or reveal them to the eftates, fhould be thankfully re~
warded, and eftimate fingular good fervice.

Now the king, calling to mind the trcaty of peace put be-
twixt him and his fubjects of Scotland, as ye have heard
before, craftily convoyed and done by his majefty’s com-
miffioners of England, whom he trufted, and the commif-

fioners
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{fioners of Scotland, wherein the Scottith prevail {fo much,
that they get all their wills in the treaty, and much morein
the fubiequent parliament, as by the reading of the ats
thereof plainly may appear, for the Scottifh diforder and
raifing of arms being a mean to get a parliament indifted in
England, whilk themfelves could not get done, therefore
" whilft the parliament is made fure, they go on by all pof-
fible means to fettle by treaty the king and his Scotrith fub-
je€ 3, by granting them all cheir defires in church and po-
lice, and thereafter to make the king in their Englifh parlia-
ment condefcend to the .like government, and that u-
niformity, both in religion and church government, fhould
with the Scots be firmly eftablifhed and made conform.

This great policy is unknown to the king, whereby the
Englith lower houfe and our confederates were {o tied to
one another ; however his majefty, as a moft gracious ill- -
lefs prince, having no mind of fuch plots, addreffes himfelf
to keep the Scottith parliament continued to the rgth of
July, and that day already fitten down, his majefty refoives
therefore to come to Scotland to fettle all matters by parlia-
ment, to the effe¢t he might go on the more {foundly
with his parliament in England; at any rate to fecare us,
{o that the Scots fhould not ftir nor meddle in the Englith
bufinefs ; but herein was his majefty deceived 5 and fo he
leaves the Scottifh commiflioners at the Englith parliament,
whom he left fitting behind him, to wit, John ear] of Ro-
thes, Charles earl of Dunfermling, John lord Loudon, fir
Patrick Hepburn of Wachton, Sir William Douglas of Ca-
vers, William Drummond of Rickarten, John Smith of
Edinburgh, Mr. Alexander Wedderburn of Dundee, and
Hugh Kennedy of Air, as members of the eftates of parlia-
ment, to whom adjoined Mr. Alexander Henderfon mini-
fter, and Mr. Archibald Johnfton, clerk to the General Af~
fembly; thir commiffioners were appointed to attend the
Englifh parliament for the Scotch affzirs ; but the earl of
Rothes, afore enemy to the king, departed this lifein Eng-
land, and never returned back with the reft of the com-
miffioners, but was buried at his own kirk of Lefly.

Now the king takes journey with a very few train, hav-
ing with him his own fifter’s fon the Palfgrave of Rhine,

Ee2 the
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the marquis of Hamilton, the earl of Morton, and fome
others ; there came alfo with his majefly commiffioners
from the parliament of England, to attend our parliament,
that nothing fhould go wrong ; but both parliaments go
on in one mind and deliberation. His majefty comes for-
ward, and faw general Lefly’s army ly at Newcaftle ; he
received a welcome of fine fireworks ; Lefly alfo welcom-
ed his majefty, as be¢ame him ; he invited him to dinrer,
with whom the king went; thereafter he had fome fhort
conference with Lefly, fyne went to horfe, where he had
another fire-work volley, and therefrae came by poft to
Scotland, and upon Saturday the 14th of Auguft he came
to Holy-rood-houfe in at the water gate, not pafling
cne hundred perfons in his train. Sundry of ouf Scots
nobles met him ; the provoft and baillies faluted his high-
nefs in their long robes, a fpeech was made, the keys of the
town rendered, but the king fomewhat melancholyous af-
ter his travel, coming all the way poft by ccach, gavelittle
ear to their fpeech ; however they convoyed himin at the
water gate to bis palace of Holy-rood-houfe.

Here it is to be noted, a wonder to all pofterity, and to
the haill Chriftian world—a monarch ! a king ! to cometo
his own fubjelts, to give them a parliament, having their
army and regiments lying in his highway, raifed againft
himfelf for their own ends, for Lefly was lying at New.
caftle, major Monro lying with his men in the Merfeabout
1400 men 3 Cochran with his regiment of 1000 men lying
in Lothian, and the lord Sinclair’s regiment of 500 men ly-
ing in ‘Aberdeen. Neverthelefs it pleafed his majefty in
a peaceable manner and quiet company to come to Scot-
land, without regard or fear for their armies of men, raifed
againft himfelf.

Well, vpon the morn being Sunday the 15th of Auguft,
his majefty went to the Abbey kirk, and heard one of our
{ermons after the Scottith fathion, before and afternoon,
without organs or prayers, as he was ufed with at home.

Upon Tuefday the 17th of Auguft he came to the par-
liament houfe, where was convecned the three eftates, con-
fifting of nobles, barons and burgefles, as the game went
now, to whond he made the pleafant pithy {pcech follow-
ing 1

« My

e
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« My lords and gentlemen, there has been nothing fo
difpleafing to e as thofe unlucky differences which of late
have happened to be betwixt me and my fubjeéts, and no-
thing that I have defired more, than to fee the day wherein
" T hope not only to fettle thefe unhappy miftakings, but

rightly to know and be known of my native couatry. I
need not tell you (for I think it is well known to moft) what
difficulties I have paffed by and overcome, to be here at
this time; yet this I will fay, that if love to my native coun~
try had not been a chief motive to this journey, other re-
fpefts might have eafily found a fhift to do that by a
commiffioner, which I am come to perform myfelf. All
this confidered, I cannot doubt but to find fome real tefti-
monies of your affections for the maintenance of that royal
power which I enjoy, after 18a defcents, and wkich you
have fo often profefled to myintain, and your own national
oath doth oblige you, that I fhall not think my pains ill be-
ftowed.

« Now the end of my comingis fhortly this: to perfect
whatfoever I have promiled, and withal to quiet thefe dif-
tractions which have and may fall out againft you; and thig
I mind not-fuperficially, but cheerfully to do; for Iaffure
you I can do nothing with more cheerfulnefs than to give
my people a general fatisfaction.

« ‘W herefore, not offering to endear myfelf to you in
words (which indeed is not my way) I defire in the firft
place to fettle that which concerns the religion and juft li-
berties of this my native country, before I proceed to any
other aét.”

"This royal and memorable fpeech was dearly efteemed
of the beft, and (as his majefty defired) the parliament goes
on day by day as appears in the ats of parliament ; for firft,
there was read in the king’s own audience the 2&t made an-
ent the oath to be given by every member of parliament, alt
5. Then follows the 6th a¢t anent ratification of articles of
treaty, with a commiffion from the commiflioners of parlia-

, ment, the articles of thelarge treaty, art at of obiivion, with -
certain other propofitions and anfwers following the fame, 6
aét. Then follows divers other trivial acts. In the 21k
att Sir Alexander Gibfon is made clerk regifter, in Sir John
Iay’s place, for following the king. In the 22d act the

Tverq eleCtion
~
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eleion of counfellors ; in the 23d a& the ele&ion of lords

f feffion ; in the 33d act is contained the alledged incen-

iaries, viz. the earl of Montrofe, Archibald lord Napier,
Sir George Stirling of Keir, Sir Archibald Steuart of Black-
hall, and the earl of Traquair; and how the king is fo
ruch favonred as to be judge to their punifhment after trial,
which would appear to have duly belonged to him as king,
without the fubjets confents in the 41{t a& the king dii-
charges rents for the ufe of the public, fpendéd againft his
will, and contrary himfelf; in the soth act, anent a pre-
ﬁc‘ent in parliament; in the 51ft a& the blfhops rents
to be holden of the king ; with a continuation of this par-
Iiament to the firft Tuefday of June 1644. But in the
other parliament holden before, upon the 11th of June
1640, now ratified by his majefty, ye fhall find the confti-
tution of the parliament of nobles, barons, burgefles, ack

2d; the ratification of the adts of alfembly, aét 4th ; ratifica-
tion of the covenant, act sth; the fubfcription of the co-
venant and contents thereof, appointing of parliaments once
every third year 3 17th aét of the defence of the conclufions
of this parliament, and a&t 39 of the continuation of this
fame, fo that the king’s intention of a parliament needed
now be fought; aét 29 declaring bands and conventions
to be lawful, though exprefly prohibited before; 16 act
declaring the lord Loudon, (chief plotter againft the king
in this bufinefs)to be high chancellor of Scotland. Thir.
alts in the firft and fecond feflions of this fecond parlia-
ment, for the moft part conceived in favours of the cove-
nanters, conform to the articles of treaty agreed upon be-
fore, by the fubtilty of the Fnglithmen, and no reparation
nor punifhment infli¢ted upen the raifers of thir troubles,
but rather are preferred and advanced, and the king and
hisloyal fubjeéts born down and ﬁr)pref‘ Admirable to
the whole world ;. but the king was forced to behold.

In the mean time many of the lords who were {ummon-
ed to this parliament came to Edinburgh, among whom
eame the marquis of Huntly from England, about the 28th
of Anguft, Sir Robert Spotfweod of Dunnipace and Sir
John Ha; of Lauds ; but thir two were fhortly taken and
wardedin the caftle of Edinburgh.

Upon
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Upon their coming followed a ftrict proclamation at the
crofs of Edinburgh, exprefsly forbidding fuchnobles as were
citedtoapproach the houfe of parliamentto take their rooms,

- nor to vote among the eftates, till firft they fwear and fub-
{cribe in the face of parliament the national covenant, toge-
ther with the band of maintenance of the acts of p'lrln.
ment ; and further to give fuch other obedience and fatif~
faftion, as in the fight of this parliament (Fould be though
moft fitting 5 attour fuch other noblemen as were not yet
‘come home, who were not as yet fummoned, that ‘they
thould have no place nor voice in parliament, while they
do and perform the like; whereupon the nobles that were
come home went not to the parliament houfe, but convoy-
ed the king up and down, and beheld all. The laird of
Banff, having the marquis of Hamilton’s favour, came alfo
to Edmburnh at this time.

Now the earl of Montrofe is fent for; he comes to the
parliament from the caftie of Ldmburgh by coach, well
guarded and convoyed ; he is accufed in prefence of the
king upon divers matters, containing 8 fheets of paper;
thereafter he is guarded back again to the caftle.

Proclamations, again forbidding convocation cof the
king’s lieges, and that no man within Edinburgh or Leith
fhould lodge or receipt any manner of men, under great
pains, except they gave up their names to the parliament.

In this month of Augult ane great death both in burgh
and land, of young bairns in the pox, fo that nine or ten
children would: be buried in New Aberdeen in one day,
and continued a long time 5 all for our fins, and yet not
taken to heart. ‘

Now the king’s army at York, and our Scots army at
Newcaftle, are both difbanded, according to our treaty of
peace formerly mentioned 4 fo about the 27th of Augnft
general Lefly came with his lifegrard, and others the beft

. of his army, about 3000, and made a brave mufter in the
links of Leith, {fyne difbanded them alfo. In the mean-
time Monro, Cochran, and the lord Sinclair, kept ftill their
regiments of foot undifbanded, becaufe the king’s gar-
muns of Berwick and Carlifle were not dlfb'mchd, as was

alledged; others thought they were kept of purpofe while
the
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the clofure of the parliament, fearing trouble. However,
there came to Leith from Newcaftle divers barks with
vitual, fent. for the army’s provifion, and was fold back a~
gain. 'The general got gcod payment of fourfcore thou-
12nd pounds fterling before he difbanded his army, as a
part of 300,000 lb. promifed by the Englifh to our eftates,
of brotherly affiftance, and that 110,000 pounds thereof
fhould be paid at midfummer 1642, and as meikle at mid-
fummer 1643+ Thuswe wanted not good payment frae the
Englifh for our fervice againft the king, by raifing of arms
in manner aforefaid. Howfoever the captains, colonels,
and other officers drawn to this war from other countries
received not full payment frem general Lefly of their
wages, which made them to cry out againft him ; now ilk
man went fundry gates, and fome went to the king, and
got good fervice of him hereafter. At this time the town
of Edinburgh gave the banquet to the king, where this ge-
neral Lefly was held in great efteem and honour before
any other of his majefty’s fubjects there, whereat many won-
dered.
- Upon Saturday the 4th of September Mr. Andrew Cant
came frae the General Affembly, holden at Edinburgh,
home to Aberdeen; he began to thunder and cry out of
the pulpit againft anti-covenanters, papifts, and excommu-
nicated perfons ; he would not fuffer the people to pray
- when he prayed at fermon, but in their hearts to follow
him, {aying his outward prayers was fufficient for ali; he
refufed to baptize bairns, but after preaching or leCture;
he difcharged reading of fcripture or faying of pfalms at
Iyke-wakes, which bred more debauchery quietly, and pre-
judged the mafter of the fong fchool of his commodity ; on
a fafting day he would not give the blefling after forenoon’s
fermon, but after the afternoon’s fermon for all ; he cried
out againt the magitrates of Aberdeen, for making ftran-
gers burgefles, and {pending the common good upon wine,
and other thiugs, fuperfluoudly.

There came a letter to the prefbytery of Aberdeen, crav-
ing folemn thank{giving to ‘God, as all the prefbyteries
of Scotland had got the like, whilk letter was read out of

the pulpit in Old Aberdeen.
This

f——
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This letter with the at of the General Affembly came
not to Aberdeen while the 11th of September, and a thanld-
giving was appointed o be upon Tuelday thereafter.

Upon whilk Tuelday the people conveened for this fo-
lemn thankfgiving, in mid{t of harveft and excellent fair
weather for winning of the country corns, doubtlefs againft
the minds of the poor labourers of the ground, to be brought
into fo untimely a thank{giving, and preaching and pfalm-
finging in both Aberdeens, both before and afternoon, .
where alfo this aét was alfo folemnly read, to the difpraife
of the king, and praife of the covenanters; no handy-work
this day in burgh or land durft be ufed, whereat the com-
mons, having their corns in point of tinfell, and beiang fair
weather, mightily grieved, like as many of the auditors
hearing this a&t of affembly rcad out, bearing the cove-
nanters to be good and loyal fubjets, and whatfoever was
written, faid, or proclaimed contrary, to be recalled and
fuppreft, whereof there were divers and fundry fet out a-
gainft them.  Neverthelefs now they are approven to be
good fubjedts to the king, notwithftanding of their rebelli-
ous proceedings, and violent aétions, admirable to the
whole world! Thus is his majelty counfelled and over-
thrown. But here it is to be marked, that while this day
of thankfgiving was firaitly kept, the weather was won-,
derful fair, and the poor country people rather wifhing to
have been at home winning their corns in fuch weather,
than to be brought in with the crafts and commons, both
of burgh and land, fometimes for giving of thanks and
fometimes for fafting upoa work days, and abftinence from
work, whereas fome poor people living frae hand to mouth,
fafted the day of thanks, becaufe they durft not labour for
their food. Thus through this covenant is both burgh
and land holden always under daily vexation. And
which is more to be noted, this day of thankfgiving being
a wonderful fair day, fit for harveft, wherein they are forc-
ed to fit idle, thereafter there was nothing but tempeftuous
rains till the rgth of O&ober, at leaft till the 1cth; con-
tinuing from the 14th of September till that day, whilk was
another day of faft as ye fhall hear; whereby the peoples
hearts were caften down, fearing the lofs of their harvelt by
thir wicked wets.

About
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About the fame time the queen mother lefe England,
and went over to Bruffels in Flanders. The Englifh
quitted her with good will, as {ufpetted to be moft feditious
in thir troublefome times.

Wednefday before Michaclmas Mr. Alexander Jaffray
was chofen provoft of Aberdeen for a year to come, Mr.
Thomas Gray, Mr. Mathew Lum{den, Gcorge Morifon,
and Mr. William Mair, baillies.

The laird of Drum continues theriff by commiffion of A-
berdeen, for an year; and Thomas Ftafer of Strachan fhe~
1iff of Invernefs.

Now falls there out an excellent piece, as the report paft.
It happened the lord Ker, eldeft fon to the earl of Rox-
burgh, (abrave fpark and loyal fubjet) to the King, to be
fitting in company with the earl of Crawford and Sir
James Hamilton, fon to the earl of Haddington, in a lodg-
ing in Edinburgh ; where the lord Ker alledged the mar-
quis of Hamilton was the inftrument of all thir troubles,
and defired the faid James to go tell the marquis that he
faid thefe words, who refufed to carry fuch meffage ;5 the
earl of Crawford, a loyal fubjet to the king, hearing the
fpeech, thought it was over good a purpofe to want a bear-
er, (being of the fame mind that Ker was of,) fays, I will

= carry the meflage, provided you give me warrant by write,
whilk the lord Ker did; whereupon he tells the marquis
of Hamilton, who anfwered the earl of Crawford, he was
not to chace fuch tales. No, my lord, fays, I have here
his write, bearing thir fpeeches. Then the marquis faid,
he fhonld take order therewith ; whilk he did in moft po-
litick manner ; to ftamp it out he means himfelf to the par-
liament; the lord Ker is commanded to keep his lodging,
and goes o cunningly, that on the morrow the lord Ker is
brought in face of the king and parliament, and his {peech-
es were tliought to be done after a fuil collation ;- an aét is
made in the parliament’s books upon the marquis of Ha-
miltor’s loyalty, and the lord Ker let go frac without fur-
ther accufation.

Upon Sunday the 1oth of Oétcber a folemn faft was kept
in New Aberdeen, for threce caufes. 1ft, The great mor-
tality of bairns in the pox, both in burgh and land, fo tfhat

rae
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trae the month of Auguft laft there was reckoned buried
in Aberdeen about the number of twelvefcore bairns in
this difeafe. 2d, For fair weather, to win the corns, in
point of tinfell, who had never a fair day fince the 14th of
September, whilk was the day of thank{giving, as ye have
before. 3d, For a happy clofure of the parliament. Mr.
Andrew Cant preached, but left the pulpit without a blef-
{ing as ufe was, till he preached afternoon, fyne gave a
blefling for both fermons. After this day of humiliation
it pleafed God of his goodnefs to fend in fair weather daily
for winning the corns.

Upon the 3d Tuefday and 19th of September, the pro-
vincial affembly of Aberdeen conveened within the Gray
Friars kirk thereof; Mr. Andrew Cant is chofen modera-
tor for one year, atleaft till the next affembly ; ilk minifter
came with his ruling elder to this provincial affembly, ac-
cording to an act of the General Affembly; by and at-
tour it is ordered thereby, that out of every kirk feffion of
every parifh there fhall be chofen one of the worthieft of
that number to be a laick or ruling elder, and to attend up-
on the prefbytery where that parifh lies, to concur, con-
{ult and advife with the reft of the prefbytery and laick
elders upon fuch matters as occur, and the elder to report
to his own feffion the next Sunday what was done in the
prefbytery. ‘

Right {o it is ordained by the General Affembly, before
the reftitution of bifhops, as is thought, that one, two, or
three of the ableft of the miniftry of ilk pre(bytery, with
one of the ruling elders as commiffioner, to attend ilk Ge-
neral Affembly, and every minifter within the province
comes with his ruling elder to ilk provincial affembly; fo
that of all the haill minifters of the haill parifhes, and a rul-
ing elder chofen outof each parith, muft none be abfent from
this provincial Affembly, but be perfonally and precifely
there (health of body ferving) but all and every minifter is
not obliged to keep every General Affembly.

James Murray clerk depute to the General Affembly had
collected to him 20s. frae ilk minifter and ilk rulinz el-
der, not ufed before ; by order of the General Affembly
ik provincial Affembly is holden to pay the time coming.

e
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Dr. Scroggie came not to this provincial affembly, as was'
ordered before by the committce of the kirk at Edinburgh,
but ftayed in Edinburgh, and writes his excufe; but the
moderator and brethren accepted not pleafantly thereof
however he wrought fo that hé had gifted to him out of
Rofs, eight chalders of vi€tual during his lifetime, fince
Jhis kirk was taken frae him. Mr. Alexander Innes mini-
fter at Rothemay, his goodfon, who was depofed frae his
kirk alfo, and Mr. Alexander Scroggie his fon, depofed
frae his regency, as ye have head, ilk ane of them got a
penfion from the king. B

Ilk minifter was ordained to give up a roll of fuch pa-
pifts as was within his parifh, except excommunicate pa-
pifts. That none who had not fubfcribed the covenant
fliould have the benefit of the communion, yet fee Dr. For-
bes and Dr. Leflie communicate, who ftood ftill out, not-
withftanding of this ordinance. No order was taken with
the planting a profeffor in the faid Dr. Forbes’ place, where-
by the youth all this time wanted the benefit of learn-~
ing. Sundry other alts were made here at this dffem-
bly, and upon Friday the 22d of O¢tober ilk man went
home.

Much about the 13th of October there fell out a great
ftir at Edinburgh (the king and parliament peacedbly fit~
ting) anent an alledged plot devifed by the earl of Craw-
ford, lieutenant colonel Steuart, crowner Cochran, and'fome
others, for taking or killing the marquis of Hamilton, the
earl of Argyle, and earl of Lanerk, brother to the marquis,
as the chief inftruments of all thir troubles.  The king, ne-
ver {eeing, or at leaft miftrufting Hamilton’s loyalty, who.
had approven him{elf a traitor to his king and gracious maf-
ter, and that with great policy and greater fecrecy, who al-
ways acquainted our covenanters of whatever his majefty
fpoke, or wrote, or devifed againft them, whereby they
were put on their guard, before the king could a¢t any pur-
pofe, and as was plainly fpoken, he did what he could to
fortify the covenanters againft his royal mafter the king,
who bad made up his loft eftate, and given him as many
favours as his heart could crave, or his majefty could give.
However Hamilton, Lanerk, his brother, the lerd Gorden

his
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his fifter’s fon, and the earl of Argyle (without the king’s:
knowledge) went quietly frae court, and rode to a place of
Hamilton’s mother’s called Kinneil, where for a while they
remained together, nearhand Linlithgow, fyne went to
Hamilton, and therefraec to Glafgow in fober manner,
as they thought fit. This pretended plot is alledged to be
revealed to general Lefly by one called captain Hume.
The town of Edinburgh, underftanding of their flight, {fud-
denly goes to arms, and puts a firong guard befides the
ordinary guard, and within them, neareft and about the
king, fo that none could win in nor out to his majefty
without their ‘knowledge. General Lefly is made captain
of'this guard, governor of Edinburgh, and captain of the
caftle thereof. At this fudden alteration the king is afto-
nithed, not knowing what it meant, till he received a letter
from the marquis, excufing his fudden departure, becaufe
his enemies had devifed his ruin, whereat he much more
marvelled ; and immediately hung a fword about his craig,
whilk he never did before. The earl of Crawford, Coch-
ran, and lieutenant Crowner Stuart are fuddenly taken,
and ilk ane put in a baillie’s houfe, fecurely guarded till -
further orders fhould be taken. Cochran and the haill
officers of his regiment is cafhiered, and difcharged, and
general Lefly appoints other officers over the regiment,
whilk ftood haill unbroken, and with Monro’s regiment,
confifting of about 1400 men, was drawn nearer Edinburgh
through this bufinefs, and the town of Edinburgh {traitly
watched both day and night, with about 1000 men. This -
fadden flight was wonderful to many, quietly fpeaking of
Hamilton’s guiltinefs every where. However, the parlia~
ment fits daily ; this matter is agitated before the kiag
and parliament, where his majefty fpake plainly, that his
own queen with tears had oftentimes told him of the mar-~
quis’ mifcarriages, whilk he would never believe, and now
he faw fome fparks of it appear, not only mifcarrying him~
{elf, but drawing on the earls of Argyle and Lanerk to his
opinion; fome marvelled at the king’s fpeech in fuch a place.
Now it falls in how thir alledged plotters fhould be tried,
fome faying it was fitteft they thould be tried in face of
parliament, whilk alfo was the king’s will; others more
' F{Rieas; politiquely
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politiquely (who were the marquis’ friends, moft part being
all his) faid it was more fit they fhould be carried before
a committee, to be chofen for that effect, whilk laft opini-
nion prevailed, and a committee chofen. The earl of Craw-
ford, Crowner Cochran, and lieutenant Stuart, were
brought before them well guarded; they are examined
and denied all, as they who in the end proved moft inno-
cent of this guife. They are fent back ilk ane with his own
guard to their lodgings. There was one alfo captain Wil-
liam Stuart examined before the com mittee.

Now thir matters being in hand, word was haftily fent
to the lords and commons of the Englith parliament, fer-
vent and forward friends to the marquis of Hamilton,
no doubt, as he that was their politique friend from the
beginning of thir troubles, and queftionlefs having the
king’s ear daily, was the more profitable to them in this co-
venanting caufe. Well, thir lords and commons fpeedily
fends down to-their own commiffioners lying here at our
parliament certain inftrultions.
¢ Inftru&ions of the lords and commons of the I:ngh{h

parliament to the committee of both houfes now attend-

ing his royal majefty in Scotland.

« 1ft, Ye fhall acquaint his majefty, that by your ad-
vertifement both houfes have taken notice of the examina-
tion and confeflion taken in the parliament of Scotland for
faving a malicious defign and attempt, affirmed to be un-

~ dertaken by the earl of Crawford and others againft the
perfons of the marquis of Hamilton, the earls of Argyle
and Lanerk, and having taken the fame to confideration,
they have good caufe to doubt that fuch evil affected per-
fons that would difturb the peace of the kingdom are not
without fome malicious correfpondence here, which if this
withed purpofe had taken effect in Scotland, would have
been ready to attempt fome fuch malicious praétice as might
produce diftempers and confufions in this kingdom, to the
hazard of the public peace; for preferving whereof they
havegiven order for ftrong guards in the city of London and
Weftminfter, and have refolved to take into their care the
fecurity of the reft of the kingdom.

¢ 2ndly,
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¢ 2ndly, Ye fhall declare unto his moft excellent majelty,
that the eftates of this parliament here do hold it a matter
of great importance to this kingdom, that the religion, li-
berty, and peace of the kingdom of Scotland be preferved,
according to the treaty and articles agreed by his majefty,
and confirmed by aét of parliament, of which they arebound
to be careful, not only by public faith in their treaty, but
likewife by the daty they owe to his majefty, and this
kingdom, becaufe they hold it will be a great mean for
preferving religion, liberty, and peace in England and Ire-
land, and others his majefty’s dominions, and the union of
all his loyal fubjes ; in maintaining the common good of
all, it will be a fure foundation of honour, greatnefs, and
fecurity to his majefty’s royal perfon, crown, and dignity ;
wherefore they have refolved to employ their humble and
faithful advice to liis majefty, the power and authority of
parliament of this kingdom, for fupprefling all fuch as by
any confpiracy, practice, or other attempt fhall endeavour
to difturb the peace of Scotland, and to infringe the articles
of the treaty made betwixt the two kingdoms.
¢« 3dly, Ye fhall likewifeinform the king, that whereas
order was given by his majefty, with confent of parliament,
for difbanding the garrifons of Carlifle and Berwick, the
firft part whereof is already difbanding, and all the horfe
and eight companies of foot fent out of Berwick, and only
five remaining, which likewife fhould have been difbanded,
at or before the 15th of this month, if they had not been
ftayed by his majefty’s command, fignified by Mr. Trea-
furer Vane to fir Michael Eriie lieutenant governor, ac-
cording to dire&ion in that behalf. 5
« And whereas, by order of parliament, fix {hips have
been fent for tranfporting his majefty’s munition, ordin-
ance, and other provifion in that town, and in Holy Ifland,
all which have been very great charges to the common-
wealth, the commons now aflembled in parliament have
declared, that they intend to be at no further charges
for the long ftay and entertainment of thefe men, or for
the damages of the fhips, if by occafion of this direction
they did keep out longer than was agreed upon. )
¢ William Lenthall, 22d O&ober 1641.”
B f140 by
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By this it may be perceived, that the earl of Crawford is
pointed at in this bufinefs, and as was reported, the com-
mittee appointed for trying of this plot went on but flowly,
and when matters came to voting they would not vote pub-
licly, accordiag to our old Scots form, left their voiees
might be revealed, and turn to their own prejudice, but ilk
ane did vote privately by billets, whereby no man’s voice
might be known. A new form here in Scotland! and it
was thought the flownefs of this committee proceeded only
_ of policy from Hamilton himfelf, and that he feared to be

accufed of his enemies upon fome matters, whereof he was
doubtlefs guilty, as favouring the country before the king
in all thir troubles, and in {pecial, when his majefty had gi-
ven him orders to land 4000 'men at Aberdeen or Cromar-
ty, to the effet they might have joined with the king’s loyal
fubjeéts in the North, to fupprefs the covenant, and to have
deburfed money, for levying foldiers to that purpofe;
on the contrary he came to Forth, and there lies, fpend-
ing and wafling the king’s money in huge meafure, without
coing any good fervice, or landing the men, whereas the
lord Aboyne coming by fea in his fleet, landed in Aber-
deen, as ye have heard before, gathered his friends in war-
like manner, affuring them of help of men and money, and
that they were to land prefently, wherein the marquis
fuiled, contrary to the king’s command and expetation,
and to the great difturbance of thir north parts.

The marquis of Hamilton finding himfelf guilty in thir
and divers other points, and fearing to be revealed by fome
frarks that knew the verity, he fhows his mind to the earl
of Argyle, faying, he had engaged himfelf {o far to the co-
venant and country, that he knew not how to efchew dan-
ger of himfelf, his eftate and means, craving at Argyle what
weuld be his part, wha anfwered, he would live and die
with him. Well then, fays he, I have a mind to clofe up
{fome of my enemies mouths, and will make it {pread, that
toth your life, my brothers, and my own, are plotted for
ty fuch and fuch perfons, and in the mean time, we will
convey ourfelves from court, to make the matter more

likely ; and being fpread, it will fall out, that both the
kirk
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kirk and country will fufpeét the king to be upon the coun-
fel of this plot (for fo it was faid that out of pulpit it was
preached in Edinburgh, that it was plotted to bring to
death thir three noblemen, chief patriots and pillars of the
kirk of God) this policy ftopped the mouths of fuch as in-
tended to complain againft the marquis of Hamilton, and
his complices. The king, ignorant of thir pieces, goes
daily to the parliament, and was followed by multitudes of
anti-covenanters and malcontents, fuch as the lord Ogil-
vie, the lord Ker, the laird of Banff, and divers others, who
daily convoyed him to and from the houfe during thir
times.

What fhall be faid ? the king is counfelled and perfuad-
ed to fend for the marquis of Hamilton, and the earls of
Argyle and Lanerk, who upon his letter came; the ru-
mour calmed, and fome little bufinefs made about the
trial forefaid, but all for nought. They returned to the
king upon the 2d of November.

Sunday the laft of October, a faft was again kept in
both Aberdeens, for the pox, fair weather, and a happy
clofure of the parliament.

Tuefday the 2d of November our confiftory or fheriff=
court fat down in Aberdeen, the laird of Drum being fhe- .
riff by commiffion, but the feflion fat not down, by reafon
of the fittingof the parliament, till the 4th of January 1642.

About this time the Irifh fearing to be prefled with our
covenant, as is the Scots, they begin to look about them and
to break loofe, chiefly the papifts and natives of the land ;
they had provifion out of Dunkirk and Weft Flanders, of
ammunition, powder and ball, together with ftore of brave
officers of fortune out of France, Germany, Sweden, Hol-
land, Weft Flanders, and other countries, and had drawn
to an head, whereof Sir Philem O’neil was chief.

It is faid that the natives lap to arms, about 20,000
men, to whom alfo joined the train bands, whom the de-
fun¢t deputy had drawn up in Ireland before his deceafe,
crying out for religion, laws, andliberties, and therewith en-
tered in blood, killing, burning, and murdering of the pro-
teftants, Scottith and Englith, without mercy, robbing of

Iy their
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their goods and lives, fparing neither man, woman not
child. Itis faid our Scots lords offered their fervice againft
this rebellion, but the king anfwered, when he went home
the parliament of England would take order therewith.
Thus thro’ occafion of this covenant is the king again vex-
ed with Ireland, befides the commotions of England and
Scoiland, which took its beginning therefrae.

It is faid that the king had received a letter from the
ear! of Montrofe (cunningly conveyed, himfelf being ward-
" ed in the caftle of Edinburgh) defiring private conference
with his majefty, where he would fhew matters concern-
ing his honour, his perfon and crown, whereat the king is
aftonithed, and produced this letter publicly before the par-
liament, which being taken to confideration, the lords, for
their own reafons, refufed to grant any fuch private con-
ference, but that Montrofe fhould be heard in prefence of
the king and a committee appointed for that effect, who bes
ing brought in prefence, and queftionéd vpon his letter,
whilk he thought none knew but the king himfelf,” did fo
cunningly carry himfelf in this perplexity, that no ground
or argument could be gathered from his {peeches, do what
they could; and after their labour is loft, he is convoyed
to the caille of Edinburgh, there to remain.

1t is here to be noted that no maws were feen in the lochs
of New or Old Aberdeen fince the beginning of thir
troubles, and coming of foldiers to Aberdeen, who before
focked and clocked in fo great abundance, that it was plea-
fure to behold them flying above our heads, yea and fome
made ufe of their eggs and birds; in likc manner few or
no corbies were {een in either Aberdeens, at the Waterfide
of Dee or Don, or the fhore, where they wont to flock a-
bundantly for falmon gouries.

Now the. parliament of Scotland is daily fitting, and the
a&s thereof printed, whilk the reader may read ; but mark
this much, that the covenanters had all their defire, and
thefe who followed the king fimpliciter were borne down
from honocurs, dignities, and places, and they the covenant-
ers had gotall. The confeflion, articles of treaty, and ge-
neral flembly ratified at large; order taken anent eleéting

of«
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ficers of ftate, counfellors and feflioners. Sce the 15th
a&. The lord Loudon was chofen chancellor, at 16 ;3 Ro-
bert earl of Roxburgh lord privy feal, who worthily had
it before ; William earl of Lanerk, the marquis of Hamil-
ton’s brother, fecretary, who had it before; Sir James Caz-
michael treafurer depute, and Sir John Hamilton clerk,
act 203 Sir Alexander Gibfon was made clerk regifter, in
place of Sir John Hay, who followed the king, act 21
the ele&ion of the counfellors act 223 and cle&ion of lords
of feflion act23. All this was dene in favours of the Co-
venanters them{elves, their friends and favourites. Then fee
the 33d adt, anent the earl of Montrofe, the lord Napier,
Sir George Stirling of Keir, and Sir Archibald Stewart of
Blackhall, four of the incendiaries, how they are handled,
the king declaring in the end of the faid aét, that he will not
prefer any of the faid perfons to offices or piaces of court
and ftate, without confent of ‘parliament, nor grant them
accefs to his perfon. Read in like manner the 34th act,
where order is given for charging of John carl of’fraquair,
Sir Robert Spoifwood, Sir John Hay, Dr. Walter Balcan-
quall, and Mr. John Maxwell pretended bifhop of Rofs,
as plotters, to compear in manner and way as {et down in
faid a&. This is to be wondered at, that the king, by an
at of oblivion and pacification made in the fame parliament,
difpenfeth with the uptaking of his own rents employed a-
gainft himfelf by the Covenanters, act 41. He difpenfes
with the troubles made againft his command and procla-
mations ; he difpenfes with the tyranny, oppreffion, plun-
dering, and poinding of his good fubjets; he difpenfes
with choofing a prefident who was before chofen by hima
felf, aét 5o. Thir orders and many other grievances, faults,
and hurting of his majefty’s royal prerogative his majefty
buries in oblivion. L - :
But on the other fide our Covenanters, to the admirz-
tion of the whole Chriftian world, will grant no privilege
of this a¢t to the king’s faithful fubjeéts and followers 3
but they muft endure all purfuit, vexation, and trouble, as
if they were rebellious traitors. His majefty is forced
to fuffer his true fervants to be borne down by his great ene-
mies,
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mies, and could not get them helped, albeit he difpenfed
with their faults, as is already faid, and at their defire cafts
down his good fubjeéts, degrades them of honours, digni-
ties, and places, and puts them vnder the cenfure and judg-
ment of their mortal enemies, whereby fome are warded,
fome are plundered in their houfes, eftate, and means, in
their horfe, nolt, cattle, filver, coined and uncoined, goods
and gear, girnels, corns and vi¢tual ; other fome their ftate-
ly towers, caftles, orchards, yards, and bigging, demolifh-
cd and thrownto the ground, difplenithed, ruined, and made
defolate, cthers fleeing the country for their lives, and in
the mean time loft their livings and rents, to be intromitted
with by their enemies, the covenanters, their rooms, places,
and offices filled up, and peaceably poffefled by the faid
Covenanters 3 fo that where his good fubjects looked for
help and redrefs at his majefty’s hands, by the clean con-
trary they are altogether difappointed, born down, and dif~
graced, and the Covenanters are highly preferred and ex-
alted to their minds; and whatfomever they craved, the
king is forced to yield unto them, and leaves his true {fub-
je€ts wrecked in means and moyan, diftreffed, and under
great mifery, tyranny, bloodfhed, and oppreffion, and ilk
ane to do for himfelf.

The earl of Marifchal among the reft, got for himfelf a
fifteen years tack frae the king, of the cuftoms of Aberdecn
and Banff, being for a debt owing by umquhile King James
to his goodfire George earl Marifchal, for home bringing
Queen Ann out of Denmark. Marifchal a prime covenanter,
having got this tack, fets the fame cuftoms in backfet to
fome well-affeted burgefles of Aberdeen, for yearly pay-
‘ment of 12,500 merks, whilk far exceeded the tack duty
before uplifted, through malice, as was thought, of their
own neighbours. Surely thir tackfmen had no other in-
tention but to have paid the tack duty; and if any thing
was over, the fuperplus to be paid, piece and piece, for free-
ing the town of their debts contrafted in thir troubles, (a-
bove 40,000 pounds Scots, as was faid) at the leaft for
helping to pay the annual rents thereof, and to have made
no profit to them{elves, nor to handle the neighbour tradef-
men rigoroufly in uplifting of thir cuftoms; but this good

purpofe
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purpofe was malicioufly croffed by Patrick Lefly, late pro-
voft, as ye may hereafter hear.

+ There were fundry penfions and gifts granted befides;
the bifhops lands through all Scotland were difponed here
and there; amongft the reft the bithops rents of Aberdeen
were difponed to the colleges of both Aberdeens, the two
part to the King’s College, and the third part to the college
Marifchal. The bifhop’s houfe, manfe, and yards, &c. Doc-
tor Guild principal of the King’s College, had gifted to him-
felf. The rents of this bifhoprick altogether were eftimate
to be about 8ooo merks.

The earl of Argyle was made marquis of Argyle, the
lord Loudon was made earl of Loudon, the lord Lindfay
was made earl of Lindfay, general Lefly was made earl of
Leven, conftable of the caftle of Edinburgh, by which he
had yearly forty chalders of wheat and bear, and who alfo
for his good fervice had 100,000 merks granted to him.
There were divers other knights made, and many penfions
granted ; ratifications, proteftations pro et contra, whilk I
refer to the atts of parliament. Tt was alfo ftatuted, thata
committee of parliament fhould conftantly fitat Edinburgh,
for ordering of what could not be overtaken at this parlia-
ment, and for examining and trying of the five incendiaries
formerly fpoken of, and to clofe that procefs before the
firft of March, as well againft them as againft the plotters.

‘Thir things and many others thus ordered, upon Wed-
nefday the 17th of November, the king, with his eftates,
rode the parliament in goodly manner ; the crown was car-
tied by the marquis of Argyle in abfence of the marquis of
Douglas 5 the fcepter by the earl of Sutherland, and the
fword by theearl of Mar. The marquis of Douglas came
not to this parliament at all; the marquis of Huntly came
about the 28th of Auguft, as is before noted, but came not
to the parliament, but attended the king to and from the
tolbooth, yet now he rides in his own place, and the king is
conveyed to his own palace of Holy.rood-houfe. He
frankly gives the nobility a banquet in royal and merry
manner; the caftle falutes the kingat fupper, with 32 fhot
of great ordnance. The fame time the earl of Montrofe,
the lord Napier, the lands of Ker and Blackhall, four of the

five
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five alledged incendiaries, fir Robert Spotfwood prefident,
and fir John Hay clerk regifter, upon caution are fet at li-
berty out of the caftle of Edinburgh. Theearl of Crawford,
Crowners Cochran, and Stewart, are upon gaution fet out
of the baillies houfes withont more hearing. 'The fame
time the bithop of Murray is upon caution fet at liberty out
of the tolbooth of Edinburgh; he goes to Angus, where,
with his brother the minifter of Aberbrothock, he quietly
remains, and never came back to Spynie. .

= Upon Thurfday the 18th of November the king goes to
coach, having in his company his own fifter’s fon the Palf=
grave or count Palatine of the Rhine, the duke of Len-
nox, the marquis of Hamilton, the earl of Morton, with
{ome few company ; fundry of the nobles, barons and bur-
gefles took their leave, others fome convoyed him from the
town, amongft whom was the marquis of Huntly, and the
caftle again gives his majeflty a good-night of 32 fhot of
guns, and {o he pofts haftily to Seaton, where he breakfaft- -
ed, leaving all things {fo foundly ftated both in kirk and
policy, as they themfelves could defire, and his majefty re-
turned haill and found back again to London, upon Thurf=
day the 25th of November, where he was welcomed of his
queen, nobles, and city of London, banquetted and royally
and richly propyned. 1In refpet of their joy made by
the mayor, aldermen and burgefles, citizens of London, he
with his queen, nobles, and others, were banquetted by the
city in Guildhall, and thereafter propyned with 20,000
pounds fterling in a fair cup of gold, and five thoufand
pounds fterling in a golden bafon given to the queen;
thereafter he is conveyed to his palace at Whitehall. The
king thus gone, there followed to the Englifh parliament
frae the eftates of Scotland, nine commiffioners, three for
the nobles, three for the barons, and three for the bur-
effes.

Monro’s regiment and Cochran’s regiment (fuppofe him-
felf and his officers were cafhiered) ftanding ftill about
Leith and Edinburgh, and in the country, and the lord Sinc-
lair’s regiment {tanding ftill in Aberdeen, all the garrifons
of Carlifle and Berwick were difbanded, under pretext of
wanting pay, but the contrary was {poken, faying }:hif

three
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three regiments were kept up in cafe of any diforder, the
king being removed ; however they were all at laft removed.

The decreet pronounced againft the lord Haddo, at the
inftance of the lord Frafer and laird of Lefly upon 133500
merks, is ratified in parliament, and Haddo made protefta-
tion againft the fame. '

The marqnuis of Huntly rode with the king to Berwick,
fyne returned, (after he had feen his mother the lady Dow-
ager of Huntly) to Edinburgh ; his fon the lord Aboyne
ftill remaining in England, he takes courfe with the mar-
quis of Argyle, and wadfets to him the lordfhips of Locha-
ber and Badenoch for his relief of his two daughters tocher
good, viz. to the earl of Perth, with lady Anna his eldeft
daughter, 30,000 pounds; to the lord Seaton, married
with lady Henrietta, his fecond daughter, 40,000 merks ;
and to the earl of Haddington, married with lady Jean,
22,000 pounds, as was reported. This laft marriage was
made by Argylein abfence of the marquis of Huntly ; and
while the earl of Argyle got payment of this cautionry,
and fome other debts befides, he pofleffed the lands, up-
lifted the rents, and received the mails and duties thereof, -
whilk tended greatly to the prejudice of the marquis, with .
other burdens.

About the 6th of December Dr. Scroggie came back frae
Ldinburgh to New Aberdeen, where he carried quietly. -
General Ruthven, earl of Etrick, being forfaulted for
not giving over the caftle of Edinburgh, is at this parliament

again reftored, as ye may read among the aéts.

"The eftates having got all their wills, wounld at laft grant
one favour to the king, which was, that the haill incendia-
ries and plotters being tried according to the Scots law,
then his majefty fhould be judge of the conviction or abfo-
Jution. See the 33d and 34th a&ts of parliament made
thereanent. Theking having got this favour, the earl of Tra-
quair, after his majefty’s departure, came frae Holy Ifland
home to Scotland, and bade trial before the committee of
parliament.

Sunday the 12th of December a faft was kept in bath
Aberdeens for the troubles in Ireland betwixt the papifts
and proteftants. Dr, Guild preached there, and brought

1n
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in a new form, which was the ringing of a bell to the af-
ternoon {ermon that day.

Sir Paul Menzies of Kinmundy, late provoft of Aber-
deen, departed this life in his own houfe in Aberdeen, up-
on Saturday the 18th of December, and was honourably
buried upon the Monday thereafter.

Ye heard before anent the cuftoms of Aberdeen and

‘Banff. Patrick Lefly, late provoft, envies the town of Aber-

deen’s good proceedings, and ftrives againft it, drawing fir
‘William Dick, provoft of Edinburgh, to his opinion, whois
{o fteady in furnifhing moneyin the good caufe to the eftates,
that hardly could they do any thing without him ; like as
they had given a fet of the king’s cuftoms through all Scot-

" land to him (except the cuftoms of Aberdeen and Banff)

for payment of his debts ; this Sir William Dick faid, he
could not want the cuftoms of Aberdeen and Banff more
than the reft; it was anfwered, the earl Marifchal had got-
ten them already; he faid, he would pay Marifchal his
debt, whereupon the eftates tries Marifchal; he faid he
could not now take his fums, becaufe he had already fet in
fubtack thefe cuftoms of Aberdeen and Banff to the town
of Aberdeen, frae the whilk he could not flee, but would
bide by his tack, and not difpone the fame to Sir William
Dick. The committee of eftates of parliament travail be-
tween them for agreeance, but no fettling, becaufe it was

. thought if Sir William Dick had got the tack, he would

have fet the fame to Patrick Lefly, as indeed in end it proved.

Mr. John Row, fchoolmafter at Saint Johnfton, by con-
voy of Mr. Andrew Cant is brought to Aberdeen, where
he bade his trials, being but a young man, and thereafter
was admitted minifter in Aberdeen.

Mr. John Ofwald minifter at was by order of the
General Affembly appointed to be tranfplanted therefrae
to Aberdeen, whcre he alfo came with his wife and family,
to ferve as a minifter. Thir minifters, with the faid Andrew
Cant, came not by the town’s feeking, or free election, as
they were wont to do, but impofed upon them by affem-
blies one way, and moyan another, irrefiftibly, and whilk

they durft not difobey, contrary to old uf¢ and wont.
Friday
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Friday the 25th of December, of old called Yool-day,
and whereon preaching, praife, and thank{giving to God,
was given in remembrance of the birth of our bleffed Sa-
viour, and whereat friends and neighbours were merry to-
gether, and made good chear ; now this day nofuch preach-
ings nor fuch mectings with merrinefs, walking up and
down, but on thc contrary this day was commanded to be
kept as'a work-day, ilk burgefs te keep his booth, and ilk
craftfman his work, feafting and idlenefs forbidden out of
the pulpit. The confiftory had no vacance at this yool,
but had little ado. The people were otherwife-inclined,
but durft not difobey, yet little merchandife was fold, and
as little work wrought on this day in either Aberdeens.
The colleginers and other {cholars kept the {chools againft
their wills this day, but the colleginers got the play upon
the 27th of December to the 3d of January, and the gram-
marians to the roth of January. ;

Upon the fame Yool-day the lord Gordon came to
George Middleton’s in Old Aberdeen, where he attended
the marquis’s coming, who fhortly followed, and upon
the firlt of January 1642, he with a few company came
to Aberdeen, and lodged in Mr. Alexander Reid’s houfe.
He was not in this country fince the r3th of April 1639,
that he went fouth with the marquis of Montrofe. Up-
on the morn being Sunday, he came over to the Oldtown,
heard the devotion, both before and afternoon, dined with
the laird of Cluny, and after fermons he returned back to
his own lodging, and both he and his own fon within
tyso days rode to Strathboggie.

Ye heard before of the king’s welcome home to Eng-
land, the parliament ftill fitting there whileas he is here in
Scotland. His majefty now keeps the.parliament like a
moft gracious prince, where they urge him to condefcend
to many aéts, to his great mifcontentment, fuch as the tak-
ing away the voices of bifhops, and removing the court cf
the ftar chamber. He took away the high commiffion; hLe
condefcends to a triennial parliament, never heard of be-
fore; he relinquifhes all title of impofing duties upon mer-
chandife 5 he granted d.prefling of foldiers, and a continua-

Gg tion
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tion to the parliament of alarge time to fit 5 (not ordinary)
he quitted tonnage and poundage, two of the moft gainful
cuftoms belonging to his crown; he difcharged them of
fhip-monies and ammunition, whilk the country beftowed
on his fhips royal for their maintenance, with diverfe other
liberties. Thus is the good king compelled to yield to
fuch ordinances as his royal predeceffors never did grant,
hoping ftill to get their furtherance and afliftance to fub-
due our Scottifh covenant, and beat backour army from
Newcaftle ; but herein was he much deceived, they never
minding any fuch matter, but craftily drew us in arms,
that thereby they might get a parliament indicted to bear
down bifhops and church government, as was fecretly co-
venanted betwixt us and them, and to clip, the king’s
wings of his own royal prerogative: fo that in place of
raifing of arms againft us, our army was well entertained
upon their expences during their abode in England, and by
their draught we difbanded our army firft ; the king next
by a treaty of peace; thenin face of parliament we got all
our defires in charch and policy that we could crave. The
Xing thinking to have fettled us in peace, went back to his
Englith parliament, who laboured ftill to have the fame
{ort of church government and political government frae
his majefty, whether he would or not, and to have the fa-
men alfo eftablithed in Ircland, to the king’s great grief.

Ye heard befere how John Leith of Harthill was ward-
ed in the tolbooth of Edinburgh for a high-caufe, and how
he was fet at liberty. Patrick Lefly, his mortal enemy,
and provolt of Aberdeen, gets him warded again, becaufe
he wéuld not fet caution that the burgh of Aberdeen fhould
be harmlefs and fkaithlefs of him, under the pain of for-
feiture of his eftate, which he would not do, and fo he re-
mained faft. ;

About this time father Philip, the queen’s chief confef-
for, was taken in London, and warded, to her great grief,
2nd againft the privilege of her contra& of marriage.

Eres s
Anmno 1642, ’
The lord marquis of Huntly, with his fon the lord Gor-
don, upon the 7th of January 1642 rides from Aberdeen to
Strath-
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- Strathboggie, conveens his friends, and by their advice

- lays down a courfe for fettling of his diftreffed eftate, to
pay his debt, and provide his bairns. ~ After confideration
they found the burden grievous, for the lordfhips of Locha-
ber and Badenoch were impignorate, as ye have heard be-
fore, and he had no rents there during the not redemption.
The lordfhip of the Enzie had the lady dowager to be life-
rentrix thereof ; befides the whilk, the marquis had fened
out the fame for great fums of money, keeping the old ren-,
tal to be only and yearly paid. This noble marquis,
through his prodigious fpending in his youth, and other
crofles, by his misfortune is brouaght to renounce his haill
eftate to the lord Gordon, for payment of his debt and pro-
vifion to his bairns, referving only to himitlf the fam of
ten thoufand merks of yearly rent, during his lifetime, and
the houfe of Strathboggie and houfe of Old Aberdeen to
dwell in, whilk was the moft his great eftate could now
bear ; but this bargain betwixt him and the lord Gordon
came never to full perfetion, becanfe the marquis kept ftill
pofleflion.

Upon Sunday the gth of January there was univerfally
tarough all Scotland, and both Aberdeens, preaching and
thankigiving to God for the happy and peaceable cloture of
cur parliament, with finging of pfalms withia the church,
but not through the ftreets, as was ufed in elder times. .

Our fovereign lord’s {effion fat not down while the fourth
of January, becaufc of fome other bufinefs depending upon
the preceeding parliament.

Ye heard before of the king’s departure, and the manner
thereof, where it is to be obferved he gave out many gifts
and penfions befare his going, among.which 10ol. fterling
was granted to the late depofed bithop of Aberdeen (now
lyingin England) yearly, but another man’s name was bor-
rowed thereto. The king’s provifion came to Holy-rood-
houfe. from England, and.yet before he went, his houfe-
holding and other expences drew up to 700,000 merks,
wared and beftowed. by the eftates, which was to be payed
out of the king’s rents in Scotland. Diverfe thought this
was an account of extraordinary charges, feeing he had
provifion out of England during his abode here.

; 502y The
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The committee of eftates of parliament daily fitting at
Edinburgh, thought it not fit that any perfon fhould be paid
while the king’s own debt of 700,000 merks was paid,
and what{fomever gift or penfion granted by him might be
controlied by them and the lords of exchequer.

Sir James Douglas, brother to the lord marquis of
Decuglas, by patent had power to levy out of Scotland
2000 foldiers, who voluntarily would go with him to
France. Captain Robert Keith, brother to the earl Ma-
rifchal, and captain Gordon of Tulloch were employed,
and raifed fome foldiers in this country, to that fervice.

Ye heard before anent the cuftems of Aberdeen and
Tanff. The carl of Marifchal ftands to his gift, ratified
in parliament ; Aberdeen having a fubtack frae him, fends
over their commiffioncrs to Edinburgh to back the fame.
Mariichal himfelf rides over ; Patrick Lefly alfo; the mat-
ter is agitated before the cocmmittee of e?‘lates of parlia-
ment.  Sir William Dick craved the cuftems of Aberdeen
and Banffas dueto him, as well as the reft of the cuftoms
of Scotland, (by information and infligation of the faid Pa-
trick Lefly, as was largely fpoken) otherwife he would ad-
vance no more monies to the public.” The earl Marifchal
anfwers, in prefence of the committee, that ke had gotten
a gift for payment of soool. fterling refting to his good
fire, a true debt ratified in parliament, whilk is the moft
the Jaws of Scotland may do for his fecurity ; and if they
will bring back the king’s gift, orderly paft and ratified by
parliament, he has no more affurance for all his lands ard
eftate, but they may be taken frae him, as well as their cuf=
toms, whereof he had already fet a fubtack to the town of
Aberdeen, whilk with bis honour he could not quit, but
bide by the fame. The commiitee of eftates heard the
carl, but he received no {atisfaétory anfwer 3 whercupon he
went 4o the door malecontent. Now it is hcre to be re-
membered, that this committee of eftates appointed to fit
daily in Edinburgh, in place of parliament, for ruling of
fuch Lufinefs as could not be expede in face of full parlia-
ment, confifted of nobles, barons, and burgeffes, whilk are
the three eftates, and that of the primeft and choiceft co-

venanters. 'This Patrick Lefly being one of the firft, he
was
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was thereby one of the committee, who fat with them as a
burgefs ; he had thereby the favours of that eftate, and for
William Dick, who was working in his name this work,
he had the moyan of the marquis of Argyle, the earl of
Rothes’ ftiends, the earl of Lindfay, general Lefly earl of
Leven, and Wwhat they could do for Patrick Lefly; fo that
in the end he overbalanced the earl, do what he could,
and wan his point, contrary to law, gquity, and reafon, to
the great grief of Aberdeen (except his own faction there~
in) who as is faid had fent him over as their commiffioner,
to have gotten a gift of a tack of their own cuftoms, and.
had allowed him 4000 merks for his onwaiting charges
and expences ; but while as the town of Aberdeen looked
that he was dealing for them, it was thought he dealt for
himfelf, whereby the earl Marifchal was preferred before
him to the cuftoms forefaid, whereupon this Patrick Lefly
took this courfe,to crofs this noble earl in his juft acquired
right.  Thus they contended for the fame moft wilfully,
the town of Aberdeen doing what they could by their com~
mifflioner Mr. Matthew Lumfden, to back the earl againft
the faid Patrick Lefly, who had mightily wronged them,
and confumed their means, as is already faid.

Now great tumults and uproars in London "anent epif-
copacy, the houfe of commons pretending to have them a-
bolifhed, others again of the upper houfe agqmﬂ’ the fame.
The apprentices ‘of London rife in arms, crying, Down
with epifcopacy ! the king’s own guard and trained foldiers
meddle with them, and kills fome of thir apprentices. In
end this treacherous tumult is pacified, whereupon follow-
ed a new covenant among fome of the nobles and bithops
and others, concluding to defend the liberties of blfhops,
according to the laws, againft the houfe of commons, in-
venters and devifers of this bufinefs. It is fworn and fub-
feribed, as was reported, but the marquis of Hamilton and
the earl of Lanerk his brother being urged to {ubfcribe the
fame, refufed, becaufe they had already fubfcribed the Scots
covenant. It was anfwered, he was earl of Cambridge in
England, and {o one of their nobles, who thould concur
and affift them ; he ftill refufed, whereby he is daily more
and more well known to be the country’s but not the king’s

Gg3s man,
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man, 3s his majefty trufted, and as himfelf outwardly pro-
fefled, and thereby daily and juftly drawn in fufpicion, and
at laft leaves the king, and keeps the parliament.

Now printed papers daily coming from London, called
Diurnal Occurrences, declaring what is done and alted in
parliament, upper and lower houfes, which is tedious here
to infert. It was reported that' the king commanded Sir
‘William Balfour, captain of the Tower of London, to be
removed, whilk was obeyed (but before he came out, the
haill cannon of the tower were difmounted and made U=
ferviceable) and the king puts in his place a Frenchman'

called colonel Biron, at leaft to be licutenant of the Tower.
"The apprentices, doubtlefs by inftigation, ftill of the lower
houfe, again get up in London, crying out, and craving co-
lonel Linford, with fome other commanders, to be remov-
ed out of the Tower, being the king’s loyal men, whilk the
king granted to fettle this tumult. There were fome more
of the like ftirs of the apprentices, to the king’s high anger,
wlio now begins to go and come with a ftrong guard for
his own fafety.

About the 1oth of January 1642, tlfe baillies of Old A-
berdeen, John Forbes and Thomas Mercer, by tolerance of
Dr. Guild principal, caufed mafons throw down to the
ground the bifhop’s dove-coat (whilk indeed was ruinous
and unprofitable) to be ftones to the bigging of a fong-
{chool, whilk by fome was not thought facrilegious, but
yet was evil done as others thought.

About the 20th of January there came to the parliament
12 Englifh bithops with a petition, declaring according to
the Englifh law the bifhops fhould conveen in parliamentand
poflefs theirown places; butto this parliamentthey could not
come nor rejort, for fear of their life, and therefore in pre-
fence ofthekmg,thelords"nd peers, proefted folemnly, that
what was aéted in this parliament fince the 27th of De-
cembdr fhould be null and of none avail, or what fhould
be done thereafter in their abfence fhould be likewife null,
becanfe they durft not come to the houfe cf commons for
fear of their lives, being by multitudes of unknown people
daily L o2fted and menaced in their coming to that honour-
ablc houfe of parliament, to perform their fervice.  After
this petition and proteftation was read, the bifhops were re«

moved,
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moved, who went to their lodgings ; the upper houfe fent
down the fame' to the houft of commons, who took this
lawful petition and pregnant proteftation (working to turn
all their travel to nought) fo highly, that incontinent with-
out more advice of the king or upper houfe, they fent ont
the black rod, who took and apprehended every one of thir
12 bifhops, out of their lodgings, and brought them befcre
the houfe of commons, who, as the form is, were all fet
down upon their kneeg at the bar.  Aftér fome {peeches,
the learned and well beloved bifhop of Durham, with ano-

#ther bithop of great note, were committed to the Black Rod,
and the other ten were committed to the Tower; theyare
daily accufed in face of his majefty and both houfes of par-
liament, upon this petition and proteftation; they made
their own apologies in defence thereof, whilk was little
thought of ; they defire to be put to liberty, which is de-
nied and refufed by the houfe of commons. In the end
they are forfeited in their haill goods, gear, and poffeffions,
and degraded from their offices and dignities, eight where-
of had fome competent means to {uftain their lives, and c-
ther four more, evil expofed, had lefs.

Great cruelty in Ireland, and meikle blood fpilt of the
Englith and Scottith puritan proteftants ; fire and {fword
weat almoft through the haill land without mercy to fex or
kind, young or old, man, worman, or child, all put to death,
and their goods fpoilzied ; they rage atour covenant, com-
pelled thereto by their own Irifh parliament, holden by the
king’s commiffioners of England (for their parliament is
fub-delegate to thé Englifth parliament, and whatever is en-
ated or done in this Irith parliament is by the Englith com- -
miffioners, and by dire¢tion, and atcommand of the coun-

- cil and parliament of England) who now had given war-
rant againft the natives and others, to {fwear and fubfcribe
the covenant,: minding to.bring the king’s haill dominions
under one covenant, whilk bred meikle forrow and frouble
among the Irithes, and vexation and trouble to the Scottith
and Englith, as is hercafter noted. .

Captain Forbes, alias Kaird, of whom ye heard before,
by moyan of fome friends, is, after loug imprifonment, a-
bout the 22d of January, {zt to liberty out of the tolbooth
of Edinburgh. \ }

. ’ Saturday
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Saturday the 22d of January the lord Sinclair returned
back from Edinburgh to Aberdeen, to his {oldiers.

Now the committee of eftates of parliament go€s on upon
the trial of James earl of Montrofe, Archibald lord Napier,
Sir George Stirling of Keir, and Sir Archibald Stuart of
Blackhall, as alledged incendiaries 3 John earl of Traquair,
Sir Robert Spotfwood of Dunnipace, and Sir John Hay
late clerk regifter, Dr. Walter Balcanquall and John fome-
time bifhop of Rofs, being fugitives and abfent, as having
been plotters, devifers, and machinators of courfes againft
the public weal, as it is fet downn the 33d and 34th aéts of
King Charles’ fecond parliament. What was done and
tried againft them, or either of them, was not revealed, but
kept fecret; yet it was reported that Traquair was con-
vited in five capital points, but his fentence is referred to
the king.

Sir Phelim O’niel, now general of the Irifh, as ye heard
before, grows now daily more and more great in forces,
and without refiftance makes havock of all his enemies 3
and, as report paffed, had the haill couniry near conquered.

The king fent to the houfe of commoas two of his own
domeftic fervants, called Sir William Fleming, and Mungo
Murray, defiring fome five of their number to be imprifon.
ed, for treafon committed by them againft his majefty,
whilk was not obeyed. The king quickly directed to
caufe feal the trunks of thefe five' perfons, that none thould
be opened, while they were fighted ; the lower houfe a-
gain, at their own hand, in mifregard of the king, violently
brake up their trunks, to his high difpleafure and dithonour.
The names of thir fiveis Pyme, Hampden, Strond, Hollis,
and Haflerig. His majefty, fteing his authority thus a-
bufed, refolved to quit the parliament, and rides frae Weft-
minfter te one of his own houles at Southampton, having
with him his queen, prifice palatine, his fifter’s fon, the
duke of Lenox, with fome others, and his own trained
band, confifting of 500 men. Thus with grief and mif-
contentment he leaves the parliament. It is faid the mar-
quis of Hamiltoa made choice to attend the parliament, and

left the king, as,he that was no great courtier.
Sunday
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Sunday the 23d of January there rofe a high and mighty
wind, which blew over the corps-du-gnard, bigged at the
crofs of Aberdeen, and hurt and bruiled fome five or fix
of Sinclair’s foldiers lying therein, upon the night, where,
by their fire the timber was kindled and had almoft put the
town on‘fire, but the town’s men quickly gathered, drown-
ed out the fire, and relieved the‘foldiers. - It is {aid, the
fame corps-de-guard was blown from the place whereon it
ftood to the earl Marifchal’s yett, whilkappears to be Wil-
liam Scot’s malifon, for it was biggedll of his timber, him-
felf being out of the country. . In this month of January
there were heard very unufual high.winds, whilk doubt=
lefs did great fkaith by fea, amongft which the merchants
of Aberdeen loft 100 tuns of wine in a French fhip.

Friday the 28th of January, the lord Aboyne now came
from England home to Edinburgh, after he had bidden a
long time out of the country.

The 2d of February at midnight, there arofe an extraor-
dinary high wind here in Aberdeen, with fireflaught and
rain.  The rivers of Dee and Ythan, through high flood,
overflowed their wonted limits, both in this month and Ja-
nuary. Dee furpafied in f{peat the key-head, and Ythan
grew {o great, that it drowned out the fires in fome men’s
houfes dwelling in Ellon and Newburgh, far beyond the
wonted courfe; many thinking thir to be prodigious to-
kens. Befides in Marr, about that part called Banka Fair,
the country pecple heard pightly tucking of drums, be-
ginning about the fky going to, and continuing till eight
hours at even ; the noife was fearful, for they would hear
tharches perfetly tucked, asif there had been an army
in order. This was not well thought of by honeft peace-
able men, as it over-well proved, to the overthrow of the
houfe of Drum. ’

Ye heard before of the lord Sinclair’s coming back to
Aberdeen. Mr. Robert Farquhar paid the town’s people
in old mitey meal for kis foldiers entertainment, who had
continued there a long time. Now they raifed four field-
pieces, whilk they had ftanding at the crofs, and Sinclair
drew up his foldiers, confilting of but about 260 men, and

upan
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tpon Wednefday the gth of February he began with bag
and baggage to march South, leavmg Aberdeen not well

- paid, for this Farquhar outed his mitey meal upon the ho- -

neft people of the town at an high price, for the good en- -

_tertainment they had furnifhed out of their purfes.

This regiment grew lefs and lefs daily, and was no more
Bt about 260 foldiers at their departure ; they did no
good but meikle evil daily, debauching, drinking, whor-
ing, night walking, combating, {wearing, and brought fun-

. dry honeft women-fervants to great mifery, whofe bodies
. they had abufed ; fome of whom followed the camp out
- .of the town, others went out to the Crabeftone, and return-

ed back again to Aberdeen; but they and fuch others as

was guilty, were cruelly handled for their whoredom; for
fome were warded in the Pittie-vault, fome fet caution to
remove from the town, after they had compted and reck-
oned for their tavernry with their miftreffes; other fome
were taken and warded in the tolbooth, whereof there were
12 taken, and with tows bound two and two together, and
convoyed by the hangman through the firects out of the
town, ordained to be banifhed perpetually, and none here-
after to receipt them under the pain of 4o 1b. toties quoties.
It is faid there were delated and tried, about 65 of thir
poor women, whereof fome fled, fome bnnifhed, fome fet
caution in manner forefaid, and all and every one brought
under fhame and great mifery, whercof no doubt were ho-
neft men’s wives and maids at laft called in great fufpicion.
—O ! woeful Aberdeen, by thy fins this heavy fcourge is.
laid upon thee, by all the burghs of Scotland much to be
lamented. Thus this ribband regjmf‘nt heaped up fin te
our own numberlefs fins, and did no more good, lyingidle
and confuming honeft men’s livings.

About this fime we heard how the duke of Lenox was
called in fome queftion by the Englith parliament, wrought
by the malice of the marquis of Hamiiton, as was faid ; but
it turned to nought ; for the duke bade conftantly with the
king, and the other (being over-well thought of both in
Scotland and England) keeps flill the pquwmcnt ‘

Monday the 14th of February the lord, Aboyne came
frae Edinburgh home to Strathboggie, and heard “of his fa-

ther’s affuir, as ye may read before.
About
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About the 24th of February Mr. William Blackhall, °
‘one of the regents of the college Marifchal, a prompt fcho-
lar, bred, born, and brought up in Aberdeen, and never
yet out of the country, refufed to fubfcribe the country co-
venant, as the reft did ; whereupon he was depofed of his
regency, thercafter he lived fimply in fober manner within
the town. He is called in fufpicion of popery ; he is con-
veened before the feflion of Aberdeen, and at laft bronght
before the prefbytery upon the forefaid 24th of February,
the {famen then fitting within the College kirk of Old Aber-
dcen, Mr. David Lindfay, parfon of Belhelvie, moderator.
He is accufed of what religion he was," and of what kirk
he was ; after fome anfwers at laft he plainly and avow-
edly declared he was a Roman Catholic, and would bide
by the fame, to the aftonithment of the haill hearers, be-
ing of another profeffion as appears, and fo pertly (now
in the hotteft time of perfecution of papifts in this land)
to manifeft himfelf fo. After fome dealing with him by
the miniftry and brethren, at laft he is excommunicate and
charged to conform, or leave the country. 5

Upon Monday the 21ft of February the queen’s ma-
jelty, upon certain reafons moving her, took her leave of
the king, and fhipped at Dover, fyne failed to Holland to
fee her daughter lady Mary, princefs of Orange, at the
Hague ; fhe washonourably convoyed by the king’s royal
fhips, and royally received at the Hague both by the prince
of Orange elder and the young prince alfo, her own grand-
fon. ‘

Strait proclamations were madc in England, charging
all papifts, jefuits, and feminary priefts to remove forth-
with out of the kingdom, under the pains contained in the
alts of parliament made in Q. Elizabeth’s time. ;

Upon Sunday the 27th of February, a declaration was
read out of the Oldtown pulpit, by our minifter Mr. Wil-
liam Strahan, thewing the ftate of the prpteftants in Ireland,
and how their wives and bairns were miferably banifhed,
and forced to flee into. the weft parts of Scotland for re-
fuge, and the land not able to fuftain them. It was found
expedient, that ilk parith within the kingdom fhould re-
ceive a collection of ilk man’s charity, for their help and

fup-
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fupport, whereupon was colle¢ted of this poor parifh four-
fcore pounds. i P

The archbifhop of Canterbury is now begun upon, and
trial taken of his diforder, and the reft of the bithops
was all continued to a general affembly, confifting both of
bifhops and minifters, for fettling the diftractions of their
own kirk of England.

Pitiful it is to hear or fee our royal king to be fo abufed
by written pamphlets, and whercof himfelf oftentimes com-
plains ; and to let the reader know one defpiteful pamphlet,
I have fet it down in this place, verbatim. '

¢«¢ Change thy place, Charles, put on Pyme’s gown,
‘Whilft in the upper houfe he wears thy crown.
Let him be king a while, and be you Pyme,
They will adore thee, as they now do him;
Hang up thy bifhops that fo proudly ftrive,
'["advance their own and thy prerogative ;
And be content, fince fome of them arc Romans,
To haye {fome traitors in the houfe of commons.
Let us do what we lift, and you fhall fee,
We'll all be kings, as well as Pyme or ye.
‘We fafted firft, and prayed, that wars would ceafe,
‘When fafting would not do’t, we paid for peace,
And glad we had it fo; then gave God thanks,
‘W hich makes the Irifh play the Scottifh pranks.”

Let the good reader confider this pamphlet, and fee how
his royal majefty is ufed. This Pyme indeed was mafter
{peaker in the lower houfe, who was no great friend to
the king, but did his beft for the liberties of the fubjeét,
mifregarding the royal prerogative. He is accufed by the
king of treafon, but he got no remead.

EXD OF VOL. I.
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Bercorn, malter of, marries Lady Jean Gordon, 19.
Aberdeen, town of, prepares to refift the Covenanters,
102. 111. isfined 40,000 merks for ftanding out againft the
covenant, 139. opprefi=d by the covenanting army, r4.t. 158,
159 fined in 6000 merks, 176. in 600 merks, 212. in 6000
merks, 208.

Aboyne, vifcount of, with five others, burntin the houfe of
Freadraught, 10.

Aboyne, Lord, raifes forces againft the Covenanters, 142. dif-
bands them, and goes to the King, 148. returns to Aberdeen,
164. made lieutenant of the north during his father’s captivity,
168. raifes forces, 169. plunders Hallforeft and Fintray, 171,
marches againft Earl Marifchal, but is beat back, 172. fortifies
the bridge of Dee, which is taken by the covenanters, 173.
goes to Berwick, 177,

Airly, earl of, his houfes plundered, 228,

Angus, carl of, marrics Lady Mary Gordon, 18.

Band between the Scotch and Englifh malignants, 55.
Banff, laird of, his‘houfe and lands plundered, 248. 252.
Bithops depofed by the General Affembly, 93.

Bifhop’s palace in Old Aberdeen plundered, 157.
Bon-accord, articles of, 214.

Cant, Andrew, minifter at Pitfligo, tranflated to Newbottle, t12,
and to Aberdeen, 245.

Canterbury, Laud archbifhop of, the Scottith commiffioners charge
againft him, 275.

Charles 1. comes to Edinburgh, 20. his coronation, 23. holds
a parliament, 25. thirty five of his domeftics drowned, 28.
leaves Edinburgh, and goesto England, ib. his letters to the
Magiftrates, &c. of Aberdeen, 74. fends down articles for
reformation, 77. fendsa fleet to the Firth of Forth, 147.

% raifes



1 NDE X

raifes an army and comes to Berwick, 165. pacification bes
tween him and the covenanters army, 178. difbands his army,
182. goes to arms again, 252. comes to York, 262. to
Edioburgh, 318. his fpcech to the Scotch parliament, 319.
leaves Edinburgh, 336.

Chriftmas, or Yool-day, prohibited to be kept, 287. 331.

Clanchattan rife in arms, and plunder the country, 3. iatercom-
muned, and fuch as barboured them, punifhed, 6.

Committee of Eftates, refolve to make the Marquis of Huntly,
&c. fubfcribe.the covepanty, 102.1

Common Prayer book, the reading of it in Edinburgh difturbed
by a mob, 57. in Brechin, and the bifhop forced to flee, 60.
proclamation for ufing it, 62. protefted ,againft, 63. deftroyed
3n the Channery-kirk of Rofs, and the bifhop flees, 64. pro-
bibited by his Majefty’s proclamation, 79, 83.

Confeflion of Faith, and Band of Maintenance ratified hy the
King, and ordained to be figned, 79. protefted againft by the
Covenanters, 83. :

Covenant {igned at Aberdeen, 69. ;

Covenanters, - firft fo called, 66. their commiflioners come to
Aberdeen, 68. hold a committee at Turriff, 106. their army
comesto Aberdeen, 122. routed at Turriff, 157.

Drum, houfe of, taken, 220.

Drummond, Lord, married to Lady Anne Gordon, 198.
Dumbarton, caftle of, taken by the covenanters, 257.
Dunglafs, caftle of, blown up with 8o perfons in it, 258.

Edinburgh Caftle, attacked by the citizens, 214. 235. furren~
dered, 260. 2
Elgin, Cathedral of, its ornaments defaced, 2&8.

Fetternear, houfe of, taken and deftroyed, 221.

Forbes, William, tranflated from Aberdeen, and made bithop of
Edinburgh, 37.

Forbes, Dr. of Corfe depofed, 296.

Forbes, Patrick, bithop of Aberdeen, dies, 88.

Frendraught, houfe of, burnt, 9.

——laird of, kills Gordon of Rothemay, 8. his grounds

plundered by the Gordons, 33.

Galloway, bifkop of, fines = Gordon for indecent behaviour, 56.
Gene-
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General Affembly, fits at Glafgow, 89.
Gilderoy, feven of his followers hanged, 49.
Glafgow, Lindfay archbifhop of, fices to the king, 202.
Gordon of Dupkyntic and his fon, murdered by Highlanders, 29.
Gordon, John of Haddo, accufed of plundering Lord Frafer and
Forbes of Lefly’s grounds, and fined in 13,500 merks, 304
Gregory, John, minifter of Drumoak, fined in 1000 merks for
not fubfcribing the covenant, 219. :

Guild, Dr William, chofen Principal of King’s College, in room
of the depofed Dr Lefly, 250. caufes the walls of the Snow
Kick (ecclefia S. Mariz in Nivibus ) to be pulled down. 267,

Haddington, earl of, marries Lady Jean Gordon, Zoz. blown up
in the Caftle of Dunglas, 258.

Hauntly, marquis of, accufed by Frendraught of fending the Gor-
dons to plunder his grounds, 35. is obliged to go to Edin.
burgh, and is imprifoned, 48. releafed, 5o. dies 1636, 51.

———, George, marquis of, comes from France to Scotland, |
54. his lady dies, 67. raifes forces to difpefe the covenanters
comumittee at T'urriff, 107. receives arms from the king, 114.
his proclamation as licutenant, 114. difbands his army, 118.
is had to Edinburgh by the covenanters, 138. imprifoned in
the Caftle, 143. his reply to certain noblemen, 145. fet at
liberty, 181. his lands of Strathboggie plundered, 247.

, dowager lady, obliged to leave Scotland on account of

her religion, and go to France, 310.

Lefly, felt-marfhal, comes from Germany, 101. commands the
covenanters army, 122, again chofen general, 217. marches to
Dunfe, 252. paffes Newburn.ford, and takes Newcaftle, 256.
created Earl of Leven, 335.

‘Meldrum, John, tried for the fire at Frendraught, and executed,

29.

Montfter, feen in Don, 45. ;

Montrofe, marquis of, comes to Aberdeen, as commiffioner for
the covenanters, 68. comes as general of the Covenanters to
Aberdeen, 158. takes 10,000 merks from Aberdeen, 190,
joins Earl Marifchal, 173, quarrels with Argyle, 305. confin.
ed in Edinburgh Caftle, 311. writes to the King, 332. is fet
at liberty, 335.

Marifchal College, ealt quarter of it burnt, 194.

Marifchal, earl of, caufes Aberdeen fubfcribe the covenant, zro.

St.
























