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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE concluding Paper of this Work con-

tains a very genuine account of the

origin of the MIRROR, of which the LOUNGER
was a continuation. The Members of that

Society in Edinburgh^ in which fuch a Pub-

lication was firft thought of, and by which

the MIRROR and LOUNGER were afterwards

carried on, were Mr. R. Cullen, Mr. M^Leod

Bannatyne, Mr. Geo. Ogilvy, Mr. Alex. Aber-

cromby, and Mr. W. Craig, Advocates, (the

two laft of whom have been fmce appointed

Judges of the Court of Seffion in Scotland,)

Mr. Geo. Home, one of the principal Clerks

of that Court, and Mr. H. Mackenzie of the

Exchequer at Edinburgh. Of thefe Mr. Ogilvy,

though with Abilities and Genius abundantly

capable of the Tafk, never contributed to the

MIRROR, and the Society had to lament his

death before the appearance of their fecond

publication. None of its members, Mr. Mac-

kenzie excepted, whofe name is fufficiently

known as an Author, had ever before been con-

cerned in any publication. To Mr. Mackenzie

therefore was entrufted the conducting of the

work, and he alone had any communication

VOL. i. [
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ADVERTISEMENT.
with the Editor, to whom the other Mem-
bers of the Society were altogether unknown*

Secrecy was an object of much importance
to a work of this fort

;
and during the pub-

lication of both thefe performances it was

fmgularly well attained.

At their firft appearance in Numbers, the

Papers had no marks affixed to them
;

on

their publication in Volumes, thofe written

by any Member of the Society were diftin-

guifhed by fome of the Letters of a Syllable

appropriated to him. The Papers, or parts

of Papers, contributed by Correfpondents, had

no diftinguifhing mark. In this Edition it

has been thought proper to furnifh the Reader

with the following Table, (and a fimilar one

is annexed to the LOUNGER,) by which he

is informed of the Author of every Number,

except the few which were furnifhed by
Correfpondents neither known at the time,

or ever afterwards difcovered, and who chufe

ftill to remain unknown to the Public.

TABLE
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T H E

MIRROR.

N I. SATURDAY, January 23, 1779.

Qms novus hie hofpes ? VIRG.

WHEN a ftranger is introduced into a

numerous company, he is fcarcely feat-

ed before every body prefent begins to form fome

notion of his character. The gay, the fprightly,

and the inconfiderate, judge of him by the cut

of his coat, the famion of his periwig, and the

eafe or aukwardnefs of his bow. The cautious

citizen, and the proud country-gentleman, value

him according to the opinion they chance to

adopt, the one, of the extent of his rent-roll,

the other, of the length of his pedigree ;
and all

eftimate his merit, in proportion as he feems to

poflefs, or to want, thofe qualities for which them-

felves wifh to be admired. If, in the courfe of

converfation, they chance to difcover that he is

in ufe to make one in the polite circles of the

VOL. i. B metropolis ;



2 THE MIRROR. N i.

metropolis; that he is familiar with the great,

and fometimes clofeted with the minifter
;
what-

ever contempt or indifference they may at firft

have (hewn, or felt themfelves difpofed to fhew,

they at once give up their own judgment ; every
one pays a compliment to his own fagacity, by
aiTiiming the merit of having difcovered that this

ftranger had the air of a man of famion ; and all

vie in their attention and civility, in hopes of

eftablifhing a more intimate acquaintance.

An anonymous periodical writer, when he firft

gives his works to the Public, is pretty much
in the fituation of the ftranger. If he endea-

vour to arhufe the young and the lively, by the

fprightlinefs of his wit, or the fallies of bis

imagination, the grave and the ferious throw

afide his works as trifling and contemptible. The
reader of romance and fentirnent finds no plea-

fure but in fome eventful ftory, fuited to his

tafte and difpofition ; while, with him who aims

at inftruction in politics, religion,, or morality,

nothing is relimed that has not a relation to the

object he purfues. But no fooner is the Public

informed that this unknown Author has already

figured in the world as a poet, hiftorian, or ef-

fayift j that his writings are read and admired

by the Shaftefburies, the Addifons, and the Chef-

terfields of the age, than beauties are difcovered

in every line ;
he is extolled as a man of uni-

verfal talents, who can laugh with the merry,
and
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and be ferious with the grave ; who, at one time,

can animate his reader with the glowing fenti-

ments of virtue and companion, and at another,

carry him through the calm difquifitions of fcience

and philofophy.

Nor is the world to be blamed for this general

mode ofjudging. Before an individual can form

an opinion for himfelf, he is under a neceffity

of reading with attention, of examining whether

the ftyle and manner of the author be fuited to

his fubjexSt, if his thoughts and images be natu-

ral, his obfervations juft, his arguments conclu-

five ; and though all this may be done with

moderate talents, and without any extraordinary
fhare of what is commonly called learning ; yet
it is a much more compendious method, and

faves much time, and labour, and reflection, to

follow the crowd, and to re-echo the opinions of

the critics.

There is, however, one fubjedt, on which every
man thinks himfelf qualified to decide ; namely,
the repfefentation of his own character, of the

characters of thofe around him, and of the age

in which he lives ;
and as I propofe, in the fol-

lowing papers,
"

to hold, as it were, the MIR-
ROR up to Nature, to fhew Virtue her own

features, Vice her own image, and the very

age and body of the Time his form and pref-
"

fure," my readers will judge for themfelves,

independent of names and authority, whether

B 2 the

u
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4 T H E M I R R O R. N t.

the picture be a juft'one. This is a field, which,
however extenfively and judicioufly cultivated

by my predeceffbrs, may ft ill produce fomething
new. The follies, the fafliions, and the vices of

mankind, are in conftant fluctuation; and thefe,

in their turn, bring to light new virtues, or mo-

difications of virtues, which formerly lay hid in

the human foul, for want of opportunities to

exert them* Time alone can fhew whether I be

qualified for the tafk I have undertaken. No

man, without a trial, can judge of his ability to

pleafe the Public ;
and prudence forbids him to

truft the applaufes of partial friendfhip.

It may be proper, however, without meaning
to anticipate the opinion of the reader, to give

him fome of the outlines of my paft life a'nd

education.

I am the only fon of a gentleman of moderate

fortune. My parents died when I was an infant,

leaving me under the guardianfhip of an emi-

nent counfellor, who came annually to vifit an

eftatc he had in the neighbourhood ofmy father's,

and of the clergyman of the parifh, both ofthem
men of diftinguifhed probity and honour. They
took particular care of my education, intending
me for one of the learned profeflions. At the

age of twenty I had completed my ftudies, and

was preparing to enter upon the theatre of the

world, when the death of a diftant relation in

the metropolis left me poflefled of a handfome

fortune.
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fortune. I foon after fet out on the tour of

Europe ; and, having paflfed five years in vifit-

ing the different courts on the continent, and ex-

amining the manners, with, at leaft, as much
attention as the pictures and buildings of the

kingdoms through which I palfed, I returned to

my native country ;
where a misfortune of the

tendereft kind threw me, for fome time, into

retirement.

By the affiduities of fome friends, who have

promifed to affift me in the prefent publication,

I was prevented from falling a facrifice to that

languid inactivity which a depreffion of fpirits

never fails to produce. Without feeming to do

fo, they engaged me by degrees to divide my
time between ftudy and fociety ; reftoring, by
that means, a relim for both. I once more took

a mare in the bufy, and, fometimes, in the idle

fcenes of life. But a mind habituated to reflec-

tion, though it may feem occupied with the oc-

currences of the day (a tax which politenefs ex-

acts, which every benevolent heart cheerfully

pays), will often, at the fame time, be employed
in endeavouring to difcover the fprings and mo-
tives of action, which are fometimes hid from

the actors themfelves ; to trace the progrefs of

character through the mazes in which it is in-

volved by education or habit ; to mark thofe

approaches to error into which unfufpecting in-

nocence and integrity are too apt to be led ; and,
B 3 in
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in genera], to inveftigate thofe paflions and af-

feclions of the mind, which have the chief in-

fluence on the happinefs of individuals, or of

fociety. x

If the fentiments and obfervations to which

this train of thinking will naturally give rife, can

be exhibited in this paper, in fuch a drefs and

manner as to afford amiifement^ it will, at leaft,

be an innocent one ; and, though injlruftion

is, perhaps, hardly to be expedted from fuch

defukory fketches, yet their general tendency
{hall be, to cultivate tafte, and improve the

heart.

N 2. SATURDAY, January 30, 1779.

O child ever heard from its nurfe the ftory

of Jack the Giant Killer's cap of darknefs^

without envying the pleafures of invifibility ; and

the idea of Gyges's Ring has made, I believe, many
a grave mouth water.

This power is, in fome degree, poflefled by the

writer of an anonymous paper. He can at

leaft exercife it for a purpofe for which people
would be moft apt to ufe the privilege of being
invifible ; to w,it, that of hearing what is faid of

himfelf.

A few
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A few hours after the publication of my Firft

Number, I fallied forth, with all the advantages

of invifibility, to hear an account of myfelf and

my paper. I muft confefs, however, that, for

ibme time, I was mortified by hearing no fuch

account at all
;
the firft company I vifited being

dull enough to talk of laft night's Advertifer, in-

ftead of the Mirror ; and the fecond, which con-

fifted of ladies, to whom I ventured to mention

the appearance of my Firft Number, making a

(udden digreffion to the price of a new-faihion-*

ed luftring, and the colour of the trimming with

which it would be proper to make it up into a

gown. Nor was I more fortunate in the third

place, where I contrived to introduce the fubjec"l

of my publication, though it was a coffee-houfe,

where it is actually taken in for the ufe of the

cuftomers
;
a fet of old gentlemen at table, throw-

ing it afide to talk over a bargain ; and a com-

pany of young ones, at another, breaking off

in the middle, to decide a match at billiards.

It was not till I arrived at the place of its birth

that I met with any traces of its fame. In the

well-known (hop of my Editor, I found it the

fubject of converfation ; though I muft own that,

even here, fome little quackery was ufed for the

purpofe, as he had taken care to have feveral

copies lying open on the table, befides theconfpi-
cuous appearance of the fubfcription-paper hung

B 4 up
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up fronting the door, with the word MIRROR

a-top, printed in large capitals.

The firft queftion I found agitated was con-

cerning the author, that being a point within

the reach of every capacity. Mr. Creech, though
much importuned on this head, knew his bufi-

nefs better than to fatisfy their curiofity : fo the

hounds were caft off to find him, and many a

different fcent they hit on. Firft, he was a

Clergyman^ then a Profeffor, then a Player ,
then a

Gentleman of the Exchequer who writes plays^

then a Lawyer^ a Doctor of'Laws ,
a CommiJJloner

of the Cujloms, a Baron of the E%chequer^
a Lord

of Sejfion^ a Peer of the Realm. A critic, who
talked much about^/p, was pofitive as to the

fex of the writer, and declared it to befemale,

ftrengthening his conjecture by the name of the

paper, which, he faid, would not readily have

occurred to a man. He added, that it was full

of Scotticifms, which fufficiently marked it to be

a bome-produclion.

This led to animadverfions on the work itfelf,

which were begun by an obfervation of my
own, that it feemed, from the flight perufal I

had given it, to be tolerably well written. The
critic above mentioned flrenuoufly fupported the

contrary opinion ; and concluded his ftri&ures,

on this particular publication, with a general re-

mark on all modern ones, that there was no force

of
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of thought, nor beauty of compofition, to be

found in them.

An elderly gentleman, who faid he had a guefs

at the Author, prognofticated, that the paper
would be ufed as the vehicle of a fyftem of

Scdpttcijm^ and that he had very little doubt of

feeing Mr. Hume's pofthumous works intro-

duced in it. A fhort fquat man, with a car-

buncled face, maintained, that it was defigned

to propagate Metbodif?n, and faid, he believed

it to be the production of a difciple of Mr. John

\Vefley. A gentleman in a gold chain differed

from both
; and told us he had been informed,

from very good authority, that the paper was in-

tended for political purpofes.

A frnart-looking young man, in green, faid,

he was fure it would be very fatirical : his com-

panion, in fcarlet, was equally certain that it

would be very ftupid. But with this laft pre-
diction I was not much offended, when I dif-

covered that its author had not read the Firft

Number, but only enquired of Mr. Creech where

it was publimed.
A plump round figure, near the fire, who had

juft put on his fpectacles to examine the paper,

clofed the debate, by obferving, with a grave

afpect, that as the author was anonymous, it

was proper to be very cautious in talking of the

performance. After glancing over the pages,

he faid, he could have wifhed they had fet apart

a corner
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a corner for intelligence from America : but,

having taken off his fpedlacles, wiped, and put

them into their cafe, he faid, with a tone of dif-

covery, he had found out the reafon why there

was nothing of that fort in the MIRROR ; it was

in order to fave the tax upon newfpapers.

Upon getting home to my lodgings, and re-

flecting on what I had heard, I was for fome time

in doubt, whether I fhould not put an end to thefe

queftions at once, by openly publifhing my name

and intentions to the world. But I am prevent-

ed from cHfcovering the firft by a certain bafh-

fulnefs, of which even my travels have not been

able to cure me ;
from declaring the laft, by being

really unable to declare them. The complexion of

my paper will depend on a thoufand circum-

ftances which it is impoffible to forefee. Befides

thefe little changes, to which every one is liable

from external circumftances, I muft fairly ac-

knowledge, that my mind is naturally much

more various than my fituation. The difpofition

of the author will not always correfpond with

the temper of the man : in the firft character I

may fometimes indulge a fportivenefs to which

I am a ftranger in the latter, and efcape from a

train of very different thoughts, into the occa-

fional gaiety of the MIRROR.
The general tendency of my lucubrations,

however, I have fignified in my Firft Number,
in allufion to my title ; I mean to (hew the world

what
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what it is, and will fometimes endeavour to point

out what it fhould be.

Somebody has compared the publifher of a

periodical paper of this kind, to the owner of a

ftage-coach, who is obliged to run his vehicle

with or without paflfengers. One might carry

on the allufion through various points of fimi-

larity. I muft confefs to my cuftomers, that

the road we are to pafs together is not a new
one ;

that it has been travelled again and again,

and that too in much better carriages than mine.

J would only infmuate, that, though the great

objects are ftill the fame, there are certain little

edifices, fome beautiful, fome grotefque, and fome

ridiculous, which people, on every fide of the

road, are daily building, in the profped of which

we may find forne amufement. Their fellow-

pafTengers will fometimes be perfons of high,
and fometimes of low rank, as in other ftage-

coaches ; like them too, fometimes grave, fome-

times facetious ; but that ladies, and men of de-

licacy, may not be afraid to take places, they

may be afTured, that no fcurrilous or indecent

company will ever be admitted.



THE MIRROR. N 3,

N 3. TUESDAY, February 2, 1779.

Formam quidem ipfam et faciem lioriefti vides, qux, fi oculis

cerneretur, mirabiles amores excitaret fapienti?e.

Cic. DE OFFIC.

philofopher, and the mere man of tafte,

differ from each other chiefly in this, that

the latter is fatisfied with the pleafure he receives

from .objects, without inquiring into the prin-

ciples or caufes from which that pleafure pro-
ceeds ;

but the philofophical inquirer, not fatif-

fied with the effect which objects viewed by him

produce, endeavours to difcover the reafons why
fome of thofe objects give pleafure, and others

difguft ; why one compofition is agreeable, and

another the reverfe. Hence have arifen the va-

rious fyftems with regard to the principles of

beauty ;
and hence the rules, which, deduced

from thofe principles, have been eftablifhed by
the critic.

In the courfe of thefe investigations, various

theories have been invented to explain the dif-

ferent qualities, which, when aflembled toge-

ther, conftitute beauty^ and produce that feeling

which arifes in the mind from the fight of a beau-

tiful object. Some philofophers have faid, that

this
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this feeling arifes from the fight or examination

of an object in which there is a proper mixture

of uniformity and variety ; others have thought

that, befides uniformity and variety, a number of

other qualities enter into the compofition of an

object that is termed beautiful.

To engage in an examination of thofe dif-

ferent fyftems, or to give any opinion of my
own with regard to them, would involve me
in a difcuflion too abftrufe for a paper of this

kind. I fhall, however, beg leave to prefent

my readers with a quotation from a treatife, in-

titled, An Inquiry into the Original of our Ideas

of Beauty and Virtue *. Speaking of the effect

which the beauty of the human figure has upon
our minds, the Author exprefles himfelf in the

following words :

" There is a further confideration, which
" muft not be pafled over, concerning the ex-

ternal beauty of perfons, which all allow to
" have great power over human minds. Now,
"

it is fome apprehended morality, fome natural
" or imagined indication of concomitant virtue^
" which gives it this powerful charm above all

"
other kinds of beauty. Let us confider the

46 characters of beauty which are commonly ad-
" mired in countenances, and we (hall find them

to bzfweetnefs, mildnefs, majefiy, dignity, vi-

*
By Dr. Hutchefon.

"
vaczty,

"
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"
vacity, humility, tendernefs^ good-nature; that

"
is, certain airs, proportions,je nef$ai quofs, are

* c
natural indications of fuch virtues, or of abi-

"
lities or difpofitions towards them. As we

" obferved above, of mifery or diftrefs appearing
" in countenances; fo it is certain, almoftall ha-
"

bitual difpofitions of mind form the counte-
"

nance, in fuch a manner as to give fome in-
"

dlcatlons to the fpectator. Our violent paffions
"

are .obvious, at firft view, in the countenance,
"

fo that fometimes no art can conceal them j

" and fmaller degrees of them give fome lefs

" obvious turns to the face, which an accurate
**

eye will obferve."

What an important leflbn may be drawn by

my fair countrywomen from the observations

contained in this paflage ! Nature has given to

their fex, beauty of external form, greatly fuperior

to that of the other: the power which this

gives them over our hearts they well know,
and they need no inftrudor how to exercife it ;

but whoever can give any prefcriptlon by which

that beauty may be increafed, or its decay re-

tarded, is a ufeful monitor, and a benevolent

friend.

Now I am inclined to think, that a prefcriptlon

may be extracted from the unfamionable philofo-

pher above quoted, which will be more effectual

in heightening and preferving the beauty of the

ladies, than all the pearl powder, or other cof-

metics
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rnetics of the perfumer's mop. I hope I (hall

not be mifunderftood, and I beg my fair readers

may not think me fo ill-bred, or fo ignorant of

the world, as to recommend the qualities men-

tioned in the above paflage, on account of their

having any intrinfic value. To recommend to

the world to embrace virtue for its own fakey

fhould be left to fuch antiquated fellows as the

Heathen philofopher from whom I have taken

the motto of this Number, or the modern

philofopher I have quoted, who has borrowed

much from his writings ; but I would not wifh

to fully my paper, or to prevent its currency
in the faftrionable circle, by fuch obfolete doc-

trines.

Far be it from me, therefore, fo much as to

hint to a fine lady, that me mould fometimes

flay at home, or retire to the country with

the dulled of all dull companions, a huiband,
becaufe it is the duty of a wife to pay attention

to her fpoufe ; that me fho'uld fpeak civilly

to her fervants, becaufe it is agreeable to the

Jitnefs of things^ that people under us mould be

well treated
;
that me mould give up play, or

late hours upon Sunday, becaufe the parfon fays

Sunday mould be devoted to religion. I know

well, that nothing is fo unfamioriable as for a

hufband and wife to be often together; that it

is beneath a fine lady to give attention to do-

meftic ceconomy, or to demean herfelf fo far as

to
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to confider fervants to be of the fame fpecies with

their miftreffes ;
and that going to church is fit

only for fools and old women. But though I

do not recommend the above, or the like prac-

tices, on their own account, and in fo far muft

differ from the philofophical gentlemen I have

referred to ; yet, I think, what they recommend

ought to be attended to, for the good effects it

may have on female beauty. Though I am aware,

that every fine lady is apt, like Lady Toivnly, to

faint at the very defcription of the pleafures of

the country ; yet me ought to be induced to fpend
fome of her time there, even though it mould

be her hufband's principal place of refidence ;

becaufe the tranquillity, and frefh air of the coun-

try, may repair fome of the devaluations which

a winter campaign in town may have made upon
her cheeks. Though I know alfo, that fpending

Sunday like a good Chriftian, is the moft tirefome

and unfamionable of all things ; yet, perhaps,
fome obfervance of the Sabbath, and a little re-

gularity on that day, by going to church, and

getting early to bed, may fmooth thofe wrinkles

which the late hours of the other fix are apt to

produce : and though ceconomy, or attention to

a hufband's affairs, is, I allow, a mean and

vulgar thing in itfelf ; yet, poffibly, it fhould be

fofar attended to as to prevent that hufband's total

ruin; becaufe duns, and the other impertinent
concomitants of bankruptcy, are apt, from the

1 2 trouble
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trouble they occafioa, to fpoil a fine face be-

fore its time. In like manner, though I grant it is

below a fine lady to cultivate the qualities offweet-

ne/s, mildnefs, humility, tendernefs^ or good-nature^

becaufe (he is taught that it is her duty to do fo ;

I would, neverthelefs, humbly propofe to the

ladies, to be good-humoured, to be mild to theic

domeftics, nay, to be complaifant even to their

hufbands ;
becaufe good-humour, mildnefs, and

complaifance, are good for their faces. Attention

to thefe qualities,
I am inclined to believe, will

do more for their beauty, than the fineft paint

the moft fkilfully laid on : the culture of them
will give a higher luftre to their complexion,
without any danger of this colouring being rub-

bed off, or the natural finenefs of the fkin being
hurt by its ufe.

Let every lady, therefore, confider, that when-

ever fhe fays or does a good-humoured thing,

fhe adds a new beauty to her countenance ; that

by giving fome attention to the affairs of her

family, and now and then living regularly, and

abftaining from the late hours of diflipation, fhe

will keep off, fomewhat longer than otherwife,

the wrinkles of age ; and I would hope the//r-

fcription I have given may, amid ft the more

important cares of pleafure, appear deferving of

her attention.

This prefcription muft, from its nature, be

confined to the ladies, beauty in perfection being
VOL. i. c their
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their prerogative. To recommend virtus to our

fine gentlemen, becaufe vice might hurt their

fhapes, or fpoil their faces, may appear fome-

what like irony, which, on fo ferious a fubjecl:,

I would with to avoid. Some confiderations

may, however, be fuggefted, why even a fine

gentleman may find his account in an occafional

practice of virtue, without derogating from the

dignity of that character which it cofts him fo

much labour to attain ;
and thefe may perhaps

be the fubjecl; of a future paper.

N 3

4. SATURDAY, February 6, 1779.

Meliora pii docuere parentes. HOR.

following letter I received from an un-

known correfpondent. The fubjecl: of it

is fo important, that I fhall probably take fome

future opportunity of giving my fentiments on

it to the Public : in the mean time, I am per-

fuaded it will afford matter of much ferious con-

fideration to many of my readers.

To
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SIR,
AT the age of twenty- five I fucceeded to an

eftate of 15007. a year by the death of a

father, by whom I was tenderly beloved, and for

whofe memory I ftill retain the moft fmcere re-

gard. Not long after, I married a lady, to whom
I had for fome time been warmly attached. As

neither of us were fond of the buftle of the

world, and as we found it every day become

more irkfome, we took the refolution of quitting
it altogether ;

and foon after retired to a family-

feat, which has been the favourite refidence ofmy
anceftors for many fucceffive generations.

There I paffed my days in as perfect happi-
nefs as any reafonable man can expect to find

in this world. My affection and efteern for my
wife increafed daily ; and as (he brought me
three fine children, two boys and a girl, their

prattle afforded a new fund of amufement.

There were, likewife, in our neighbourhood
feveral families that might have adorned any

fociety, with whom we lived on an eafy, friend-

ly footing, free from the reftraints of ceremony,
which, in the great world, may, perhaps, be

neceffary, but, in private life, are the bane of

all focial intercourfe.

c 2 There
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There is no (late, however, entirely free from

care and uneafmefs. My folicitude about my
children increafed with their years. My boys,

in particular, gave me a thoufand anxious

thoughts. Many plans of education were pro-

pofed for them, of which the advantages and

difadvantages were fo equally balanced, as to

render the choice of any one a matter of no

fmall perplexity.

Meantime the boys grew up ; and the eldeft,

who was a year older than his brother, had

entered his tenth year, when an uncle of my
wife, who, by his fervices in parliament, and

an afiiduous attendance at court, had obtained

a very confiderable office under government,
honoured us with a vifit. He feemed much

pleafed with the looks, the fpirit, and promifing

appearance of my fons ; he paid me many com-

pliments on the occafion, and I liftened to him
with all the pleafure a fond parent feels in hear-

ing the praifes of his children.

After he had been fome days with us, he afked

me in what manner I propofed to educate the

boys, and what my views were as to their efta-

blimment in the world ? I told him all my doubts

and perplexities. He enlarged on the abfurdity
of the old-fafhioned fyftem of education, as he

termed it, and talked much of the folly of fend-

ing a boy to Eton or Weftminfter, to wafte the

moft precious years of his life in acquiring lan-

guages
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guages of little or no real ufe in the world ; and

begged leave to fuggeft a plan, which, he faid,

had been attended with the greateft fuccefs in a

variety of inftances that had fallen within his own

particular knowledge.
His fcheme was to fend my fons for two or

three years to a private fchool in the neighbour-
hood of London, where they might get rid of

their provincial dialect, which, he obferved,

would be alone fufficient to difappoint all hopes
of their future advancement. He propofed to

fend them afterwards to an academy at Paris, to

acquire the French language, with every other

accomplimment neceffary to fit them for the

world. " When your eldeft fon," added he,
"

is thus qualified, it will be eafy for me to get
him appointed fecretary to an embafly ; and if

he mail thenpoffefs thofe abilities ofwhich he has

now every appearance,! make no doubt I fhall be

able to procure him a feat in parliament ;
and

there will be no office in the flate to which he

may not afpire. As to your fecond fon, give
him the fame education you give his brother ;

and, when he is of a proper age, get him a

commiffion in the army, and pufh him on in

that line as faft as poffible."

Though I faw fome objections to this fcheme,

yet, I muft confefs, the flattering profpect of

ambition it opened, had a confiderable effect

upon my mind ; and, as my wife, who had been

c 3 taught
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taught to receive the opinions of her kinfman

with the utmoft deference, warmly feconded

his propofal, I at length, though not without

reluctance, gave my aflent to it. When the

day of departure came, I accompanied my
boys part of the way ; and, at taking leave of

them, felt a pang I then endeavoured to con-

ceal, and which I need not now attempt to

defcribe.

I had the fatisfadion to receive, from time

to time, the mofl pleafmg accounts of their

progrefs ;
and after they went to Paris, I was

ftill more and more flattered with what I heard

of their improvement.
At length the wiftied-for period of their re-

turn approached : I heard of their arrival in

Britain, and that, by a certain day, we might

expecl: to fee them at home. We were all im-

patience : my daughter, in particular, did no-

thing but count the hours and minutes, and

hardly fhut her eyes the night preceding the day
on which her brothers were expected : her mo-
ther and I, though we (hewed it lefs, felt, I be-

lieve, equal anxiety.

When the day came, my girl, who had been

conftantly on the look-out, ran to tell me me
faw a poft-chaife driving to the gate. We hur-

ried down to receive the boys. But, judge of

my aftomfhment, when I faw two pale emaciated

figures get out of the carnage, in their drefs and

looks
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looks refemHHng monkies rather than human

creatures. What was ftill worfe, their manners

were more difpleafmg than their appearance.

When my daughter ran up, with tears of joy
in her eyes, to embrace her brother, he held her

from him, and burft into an immoderate fit of

laughter at fomething in her drefs that appeared
to him ridiculous. He was joined in the laugh

by his younger brother, who was pleafed, how-

ever, to fay, that the girl was not ill -looking,

and, when taught to put on her clothes, and

to ufe a little rouge, would be tolerable.

Mortified as I was at this impertinence, the

partiality of a parent led me to impute it, in a

great meafure, to the levity of youth ; and I ftill

flattered myfelf that matters were not fo bad as

they appeared to be. In thefe hopes I fat down
to dinner. But there the behaviour of the

young gentlemen did not, by any means, tend

to lefTen my chagrin; there was nothing at

table they could eat ; they ran out in praife of

French cookery, and feemed even to be adepts

in the fcience : they knew the component in-

gredients of the mod faftiionable ragous andfri-
candeaus^ and were acquainted with the names

and characters of the moft celebrated practition-

ers of the art in Paris.

To flop this inundation of abfurdity, and, at

the fame time, to try the boys further, I intro-

duced fome topics of converfation, on which they
C 4 ought
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ought to have been able to fay fomething. But,
on thefe fubjects, they were perfectly mute ; and
I could plainly fee their filence did not proceed
from the modefty and diffidence natural to youth,
but from the moft perfect and profound igno-
rance. They foon, however, took their re-

venge for the reftraint thus impofed on them.

In their turn they began to talk of things, which,
to the reft of the company, were altogether un-

intelligible. After fome converfation, the drift

of which we could not difcover, they got into

a keen debate on the comparative merit of the

Dos de puce^ and the Puce en Couches ; and,

in the courfe of their argumeut, ufed words

and phrafes which to us were equally incom-

prehenfible as the fubject on which they were

employed, Not long after my poor girl was

covered with confufion, on her brother's afking

her, ifme did not think the Cuiffe de la Reine the

prettieft thing in the world ?

But, Sir, I mould be happy, were I able to

fay, that ignorance and folly, bad as they are,

were all I had to complain of. I am forry to

add, that my young men feem to have made

an equal progrefs in vice. It was but the other

day I happened to obferve to the eldeft, that it

made me uneafy to fee his brother look fo very

ill ;
to which he replied, with an air of the moft

cafy indifference, that poor Charles had been a

little unfortunate in an affair with an Opera-girl

ii at
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at Paris ; but, for my part, added he, I never

ran thofe hazards, as I always confined my
amours to women of fafhion.

In fhort, Sir, thefe unfortunate youths have

returned ignorant of every thing they ought to

know ; their minds corrupted, and their bodies

debilitated, by a courfe of premature debauchery.
I can eafily fee that I do not poflefs either their

confidence or affection ; and they even feem to

defpife me for the want of thofe frivolous ac-

complimments on which they value themfelves fo

highly. In this iituation, what is to be done ?

Their vanity and conceit make them incapable

of liftening to reafon or advice ; and to ufe the

authority of a parent, would probably be as in-

effectual for their improvement, as to me it would

be unpleafant.

I have thus, Sir, laid my cafe before you, in

hopes of being favoured with your fentiments

upon it. Poffibly it may be of fome benefit to

the public, by ferving as a beacon to others in

fimilar circumftances. As to myfelf, I hardly

expect you will be able to point out a remedy for

that affliction which preys upon the mind, and,

in all likelihood, will Ihorten the days, of

Your unfortunate humble fervanr,

R L. G.

NOTES
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NOTES to CORRESPONDENTS.

VITREUS'Sfavours have been receivedy andJljail
be duly attended to.

A LetterJigned A. Z. and an EJfayfubfcrlbed D.

are under confideration*

On Wednefday next (Tuefday being appointed
for the day of the National Faft) will be pub-
limed N 5,

N 5. WEDNESDAY, February 10, 1779.

pEDANTRY, In the common fenfe of the word,
means an abfurd oftentation of learning, and

ftiffnefs of phrafeology, proceeding from a mif-

guided knowledge of books, and a total igno-
rance of men.

But I have often thought, that we might ex-

tend its fignification a good deal farther ; and,

in general, apply it to that failing, which difpofes

a perfon to obtrude upon others fubjecls of con-

verfation relating to his own bufmeis, ftudies, or

amuferaent.
In
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In this fenfe of the phrafe, we mould find

pedants in every character and condition of life.

Inftead of a black coat and plain fhirt, we fhould

often fee pedantry appear in an embroidered fuit

and BrufTels lace ;
inftead of being bedaubed

with fnuff, we fhould find it breathing perfumes;

and, in place of a book-worm, crawling through
the gloomy cloifters of an univerfity, we fhould

mark it in the ftate of a gilded butterfly, bflzzing

through the gay region of the drawing-room.
Robert Daifey, Efq. is a pedant of this lafl

kind. When he tells you that his ruffles cofl

twenty guineas a pair ;
that his buttons were

the firft of the kind, made by one of the moft

eminent artifts in Birmingham ;
that his buckles

were procured by means of a friend at Paris,

and are the exact pattern of thofe worn by the

Comte cTArtois ; that the loop of his hat was of

his own contrivance, and has fet the fafhion to

half a dozen of the fineft fellows in town : when
hedefcants on all thefe particulars, with that fmile

of felf-complacency which fits for ever on his

cheek, he is as much a pedant as his quondam
tutor, who recites verfes from Pindar, tells ftories

out of Herodotus, and talks for an hour on the

energy of the Greek particles.

But Mr. Daifey is flruck dumb by the ap-

proach of his brother Sir Thomas
,
whofe pedantry

goes a pitch higher, and pours out all the intel-

ligence of France arid Italy, whence the young
Baronet
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Baronet is juft returned, after a tour of fifteen

months over all the kingdoms of the continent.

Talk of mufic, he cuts you mort with the hiftory

of the firft finger at Naples ; of painting, he

runs you down with a defcription of the gallery

at Florence ; of architecture, he overwhelms you
with the dimenfions of St. Peter*s, or the great

church at Antwerp ; or, if you leave the province

of art altogether, and introduce the name of a

river or hill, he inftantly deluges you with the

Rbine^ or makes you dizzy with the height of

Etna or Mont Blanc.

Mifs will have no difficulty of owning her

great aunt to be a pedant, when me talks all

the time of dinner on the compofition of the

pudding, or the feafoning of the mince-pies ;

or enters into a difquifition on the figure of

the damafk table-cloth, with a word or two on

the thrift of making one's own linen : but the

young lady will be furprifed when I inform her,

that her own hiftory of laft Thurfday's affembly,

with the epifode of Lady Di's feather, and

the digreflion to the qualities of Mr. Frizzle

the hair-drefler, was alfo a piece of downright

pedantry.
Mrs. Caudle is guilty of the fame weaknefs,

when flie recounts the numberlefs witticifms

of her daughter Emmyy defcribes the droll figure

her little Bill made yefterday at trying on his

firft pair of breeches, and informs us, that

Bobby
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Bobby has got feven teeth, and is juft cutting an

eighth, though he will be but nine months old

next Wednefday at fix o'clock in the evening*

Nor is her pedantry lefs difgufting, when (he

proceeds to enumerate the virtues and good

qualities of her hufband ; though this laft Ipe-

cies is fo uncommon, that it may, perhaps, be

admitted into converfation for the fake of

variety.

Muckworm is the meaneft of pedants, when
he tells you of the fcarcity of money at prefent,

and that he is amazed how people can afford

to live as they do
; that, for his part, though

he has a tolerable fortune, he finds . it ex-

ceedingly difficult to command cafli for his oc-

cafions ;
that trade is fo dead, and debts fo ill

paid at prefent, that he was obliged to fell fome

fhares of bank ftock to make up the price of his

laft purchafe ; and had actually countermanded

a fervice of plate, elfe he fhould have been ob-

liged to ftrike feveral names out of the lift of his

weekly penfioners ; and that this apology was

fuftained t'other day by the noble company
(giving you a lift of three or four peers, and

their families) who did him the honour to eat a

bit of mutton with him. All this, however, is

true. As is alfo another anecdote, which Muck"
worm forgot to mention : his firft coufm dined

that day with the fervants, who took compaffion
on the lad, after he had been turned down ftairs,

with
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with a refufal of twenty pounds to fet him up in

the trade of a fhoemaker.

There is pedantry in every difquifition, how-
ever maflerly it may be, that flops the general
converfation of the company. When Silius de-

livers that fort of lecture he is apt to get into,

though it is fupported by the moft extenfive in-

formation and the cleared difcernment, it is ftil!

pedantry ; and, while I admire the talents of

Silius, I cannot help being uneafy at his exhi-

bition of them. In the courfe of this diflertation,

the farther a man proceeds, the more he feems

to acquire ftrength and inclination for the pro-

grefs. LaR night, after flipper, Silius began

upon Protcftantifm, proceeded to the Irljh maf**

facre, went through the Revolution, drew the

character of King William, repeated anecdotes of

Scbomberg, and ended at a quarter paft twelve,

by delineating the courfe of the Boyne, in half

a bumper of port, upon my beft table
; which

river, happening to overflow its banks, did in-

finite damage to my coufm Sophy's white fattiri

petticoat.

In fhort, every thing, in this fenfe of the

^ord, is Pedantry, which tends to deftroy that

equality of converfation which is neceflary to

the perfect eafe and good-humour of the com-

pany. Every one would be ftruck with the un-

politenefs of that perfon's behaviour, who mould

help himfelf to a whole plate of peafe or ftraw-

berries
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berries which fome friend had fent him for a

rarity in the beginning of the feafon. Now,

Converfation is one of thofe good things of which

our guefts or companions are equally intitled to

a (hare, as of any other conftituent part of the

entertainment ;
and it is as efieiitial a want of

politenefs to engrofs the one, as to monopolize
the other.

Befides, it unfortunately happens, that we are

very inadequate judges of the value of our own

difcourfe, or the rate at which the difpofitions of

our company w^ incline them to hold it. The
reflections we make, and the ftories we tell, are

to be judged of by others, who may hold a very

different opinion of their acutenefs or their hu-

mour. It will be prudent, therefore, to con-

fider, that the dim we bring to this entertain-

ment, however pleafmg to our own tafte, may

prove but moderately palatable to thofe we mean

to treat with it ; and that, to every man, as well

as ourfelves (except a few very humble ones),

his own converfation is the plate of
'

peafe or

ftrawberries.
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N 6. SATURDAY, February 13, 1779.

Nee excitatur claffico ifliles true!

Nee horret iratum mare ;

Forumque vitat, et fuperba civiutn

Potentiorum limina. HOR.

talents are ufually attended with a pro-

portional defire of exerting them ; and in*

deed, were it otherwife, they would be, in a

great meafure, ufelefs to thofe who poffefs them,

as well as to fociety.

But, while this difpofition generally leads men
of high parts and high fpirit to take a fhare in

active life, by engaging in the purfuits of bufmefs

or ambition, there are, amidft the variety of

human character, fome inftances, in which per-
fons eminently poflelTed of thofe qualities, give

way to a contrary difpofition.

A man of an afpiring mind and nice fenfibility

may, from a wrong direction, or a romantic ex-

cefs of fpirit, find it difficult to fubmit to the

ordinary purfuits of life. Filled with enthu-
fiaftic ideas of the glory of a general, a fenator,
or a ftatefman, he may look with indifference,

or even with difguft, on the lefs brilliant, though,

perhaps,
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perhaps, notlefs ufeful occupations of the phy-

iician, the lawyer, or the trader.

My friend Mr. Umphraville is a remarkable

inftance of great talents thus loft to himfelf and

to fociety. The fmgular opinions which have

influenced his conduct, I have often heard him

attempt, with great warmth, to defend.

" In the purfuit of an ordinary profeflion,"

would he fay,
" a man of fpirit and fenfibility,

** while he is fubjedted to difgufting occupa-
"

tions/finds it necefTary to fubmit with patience,
"

nay, often with the appearance of fatisfadion,
" to what he will be apt to efteem dulnefs, folly,
" or impertinence, in thofe from whofe coun-
"

tenance, or opinion, he hopes to derive fuc-

"
cefs ; and, while he pines in fecret at fo

" irkfome a fituation, perhaps amidft the
** crowds with whom he converfes, he may not
" find a friend to whom he can communicate
" his forrows.

"
If, on the other hand," he would add,

" he
" betakes himfelf to retirement, it is true, he
" cannot hope for an opportunity of perform-
* c

ing fplendid actions, or of gratifying a.paffion
" for glory ; but if he attain not all that he
"

wifhes, he avoids much of what he hates.

" Within a certain range he will be mafter of
"

his occupations an4 his company ; his books
"

will, in part, fupply the want of fociety ; and,
*' in contemplation at leaft, he may often enjoy

VOL. i. D w thofe
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1 thofe pleafures from which fortune has pre-
" eluded him.
" If the country, as will generally happen,

" be the place of his retirement, it will afford a
"

variety of objects agreeable to his temper. In
" the profpect of a lofty mountain, an extenfivc
"

plain, or the unbounded ocean, he may gra-
"

tify his tafte for the fublime ; while the lonely
"

vale, the hollow bank, or the fhady wood,
"

will prefent him a retreat fuited to the thought-
"

fulnefs of his difpofition."

Such are the fentiments which have formed

the character of Mr. Umphraville, which have

regulated the choice and tenor of his life.

His father, a man of generofity and expence

beyond his fortune, though that had once been

confiderable, left him at the age of twenty-five,
full of the high fentiments, natural, at thefe

years, to a young gentleman brought up as the

heir of an ancient family, and a large eftate, with

a very inconfiderable income to fupport them ;

for though the remaining part of the family-

fortune ftill afforded him a rent-roll of iooo/,

a year, his clear revenue could fcarcely be efti-

mated at 300 /.

Mr. UmpbraviilC) though he wanted not a

relifli for polite company and elegant amufe-

ments, was more diftinguifhed for an ardent

delire of knowledge ;
in confequence of which

he had made an uncommon progrefs in feveral

branches
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branches of fcience. The claffical writers of

ancient and modern times, but efpecially the

former, were thofe from whofe works he felt

the higheft pleafure ; yet he had, among other

branches of learning, obtained a confiderable

knowledge ofjurifprudence, and was a tolerable

proficient in mathematics.

On thefe laft circumftances his friends found-

ed their hopes of his rifing in the world. On

part of them argued, from the progrefs he had

made in jurifprudence, that he would prove an

excellent lawyer ; the . other, that his turn for

mathematics would be an ufeful qualification in

a military life ;
and all agreed in the neceflity of

his following fome profeffion in which he might
have an opportunity of repairing his fortune*

Mr. Umphravilk) however, had very different

fentiments. Though he had ftudied the fcience

of jurifprudence with pleafure, and would not

have declined the application of its principles, as

a member of the legiflature, he felt no great in-

clination to load his memory with the rules of

our municipal law, or to occupy himfelf in ap-

plying them to the uninterefting diiputes of in-

dividuals
; and, though he neither wanted a tafte

for the art, nor a paflion for the glory of a fol-

dier, he was full as little difpofed to carry a pair

of colours at a review, or to line the ftreets in a

proceffion, Nor were his objections to other

D a plans
'
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plans of bettering his fortune, either at home or

abroad, lefs unfurmountable.

In fhort, after deliberating on the propofitions
of his friends, and comparing them with his own

feelings, Mr. Umpbraville concluded, that, as he

could not enter into the world in a way fuited

to his inclination and temper, the quiet and re-

tirement of a country-life, though with a nar-

row fortune, would be more conducive to his

happinefs, than the purfuit of occupations to

which he felt an averfion, even fhould they be

attended with a greater degree of fuccefs than,

from that circumftance, he judged to be pro-
bable.

Agreeably to this opinion he took his refolu-

tion ; and, notwithftanding the oppofition of his

friends, retired, a few months after his father's

death, to his eftate in the country, where he has

lived upwards of forty years ; his family, fince

the death of his mother, a lady of uncommon
fenfe and virtue, who furvived her hufband fome

time, having confifted only of himfelf, and an

unmarried fifter, of a difpofition fimilar to his

own.

Neither his circumflances nor inclination led

Mr. Umpbraville to partake much of the jollity

of his neighbours. His farm has never exceeded

what he found abfolutely neceflary for the con-

venience of his little family ; and though he em-

i i ployed
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ployed himfelf for a few years in extending his

plantations over the neighbouring grounds, even

that branch of induftry he foon laid afide, from

a habit of indolence, which has daily grown

upon him; and fmce it has been dropped, his

books, and fometimes his gun, with the con-

verfation of his fifter, and a few friends, who
now and then vifit him, entirely occupy his

time.

In this fituation, Mr. Umphraville has natu-

rally contracted feveral peculiarities, both of

manner and opinion. They are, however, of

a kind which neither leffen the original polite-

neis of the one, nor weaken the natural force

and fpirit of the other. In a word, though he

has contracted ruft, it is the ruft of a great mind,

which, while it throws a certain melancholy re-

verence around its pofTeflbr, rather enhances

than detracts from the native beauty and dignity
of his character.

Thefe particulars will fuffice for introducing
this gentleman to my readers

; and I may after-

wards take occafion to gratify fuch of them as

wifh to know fomewhat more of a life and opi-
nions with which I Jiave long been intimately

acquainted.

L

23^0



T H E M I R R O R.

N* 7. TUESDAY, February 16, 1779.

Indocilis privata loqui. Luc.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,
T AM a fort of retainer to the Mufes ; and
-*

though I cannot boaft of much familiarity

with themfelves, hold a fubordinate intimacy
with feveral branches of their family. I never

made verfes, but I can repeat feveral thoufands-

Though I am not a writer, I am reckoned a very

ready expounder of enigmas ; and I have given

many good hints towards the compofition of fome

favourite rebufu and charades. I have alfo a

very competent {hare of claflical learning ;
I can

conftrue Latin when there is an Englifh verfion

on the oppofite column, and read the Greek

character with tolerable facility ;
I fpeak a little

French, and can make fliift to underftand the

fubjecl: of an Italian opera.

With thefe qualifications, Sir, I am held in

confiderable eftimation by the wits of both fexes.

I am fometimes allowed to clap firft at a play,

and pronounce a firm encore after a fafhionable

fong.
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fong. I am confulted by feveral ladies before

they ftick their pin into the catalogue of the cir-

culating library ; and have tranflated to fome po-

lite companies all the mottoes of your paper,

except the laft, which, being fomewhat crabbed,

I did not chufe to rifk my credit by attempting.

I have at laft ventured to put myfelf into print

in the MIRROR ; and fend you information of

a fcheme I have formed for making my talents

ferviceable to the republic of letters.

Every one muft have obferved the utility of

a proper felection of names to a play or a novel.

The bare founds of Monimia or Imoinda fet a

tender-hearted young lady a-crying ; and a letter

from Edward to Maria contains a fentiment in

the very title.

Were I to illuftrate this by an appofite ex-

ample, as fchoolmafters give exercifes of bad

Latin, the truth of my affection would appear
in a ftill ftronger light.

Suppofe, Sir, one had a mind to write a very

pathetic ftory of the difaftrous loves of a young
lady and a young gentleman, the firft of whom
was called Gubbins^ and the latter Gubblejloncs^

two very refpe&able names in fome parts of our

neighbour-country. The Gubbinfes^ from an

ancient family-feud, had a mortal antipathy at

the Gubbleftones ; this, however, did not prevent
the attachment of the heir of the laft to the heir-

efs of the former ; an attachment begun by ac-

D 4 cident,
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tident, increafed by acquaintance, and nourifhed

by mutual excellence. But the hatred of the

fathers was unconquerable ;
and old Gubbins

having intercepted a letter from young Gubble-

Jlones, breathed the moft horrid denunciations of

vengeance againft his daughter, if ever he fhould

<lifcover the fmalleft intercourfe between her

and the fon of his enemy ; and further, effec-

tually to feclude any chance of an union with fo

hated a name, he inftantly propofed a marriage
between her and a young gentleman lately re-

turned from his travels, a Mr. Clutterbuck, who
had feen her at a ball, and was deeply fmitten

with her beauty. On being made acquainted

with this intended match, Gubbleftones grew al-

moft frantic with grief and defpair. Wandering
round the houfe where his loved Gubbins was

confined, he chanced to meet Mr. Clutterbuck

haftening to an interview with his deftined bride.

Stung with jealoufy and rage, recklefs of life,

and regardlefs of the remonftrances of his rival,

he drew, and attacked him with defperate fury.

Both fwords were fheathed at once in the breads

of the combatants. Clutterbuck died on the fpot :

his antagonift lived but to be carried to the

houfe of his implacable enemy, and breathed his

laft at the feet of his miftrefs. The dying words

of Gubbleftones, the fucceeding frenzy and death

of Gubbins, the relenting forr'ow of their parents,

with a defcription of the tomb in which Gubbins,

Gubble-
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Gubbleftones, and Clutterluck, were laid, finifh

the piece, and would leave on the mind of the

reader the higheft degree of melancholy and dif-

trels, were it not for the unfortunate founds

which compofe the names of the actors in this

eventful ftory ; yet thefe names, Mr. MIRROR,
are really and truly right Englim furnames, and

have as good a title to be unfortunate as thofe of

Mordaunt) Montague^ or Howard.

Nor is it only in the fublime or the pathetic

that a happy choice of names is eifential to good

writing. Comedy is fo much beholden to this

article, that I have known fome with fcarcely

any wit or character but what was contained in

the Dramatis perfontz. Every other fpecies of

writing, in which humour of character is to be

perfonified, is in the fame predicament, and de-

pends for great part of its applaufe on the knack

of hitting off a lucky allufion from the name to

the perfon. Your brother eflayifts have been

particularly indebted to this invention, for fup^-

-plying them with a very neceflary material in

the conduction of their papers. In the Specta<-

tor, I find, from an examination of my notes on

this fubject, there are 532 names of characters

and correfpondents, 394 of which are defcrip-

tive and characteriftic.

Having thus fhewn the importance of the art

of name-making^ I proceed to inform you of my
plan for aflifting authors in this particular, and

faving
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favingthem that expence of time and ftudy which

the invention of names proper for different pur-

pofes muft occafion.

I have, from a long courfe of ufeful and ex-

tenfive reading, joined to an uncommon ftrength

of memory, been enabled to form a kind of

dictionary of names for all forts of fubjects, pa-

thetic, fentimental, ferious, fatirical, or merry.
For novelifts, I have made a collection of the

beft founding Englilh, or Englifh-like, French,
or French-like names ;

I fay, the beft founding,
found being the only thing neceflary in that de-

partment. For comic writers, and efiayifts of

your tribe, Sir, I have made up from the works

of former authors, as well as from my own in-

vention, a lift of names, with the characters or

fubjecls to which they allude prefixed. A learn-

ed friend has furnifhed me with a parcel of fig-

natures for political, philofophical, and religious

eflayifts in the newfpapers, among which are no

fewer than eighty-fix compounds beginning with

philo^ which are all from four to feven fyllables

long, and cannot fail to have a powerful ten-

dency towards the edification and conviction of

country readers.

For the ufe of ferious poetry, I have a fet of

names, tragic, elegiac, paftoral, and legendary ;

for fongs, fatires, and epigrams, I have a parcel

properly correfponding to thole departments.

A column is fubjoined, fhewing the number of

feet
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feet whereof they confift, that being a requifite

chiefly to be attended to, in names deftined for

the purpofes of poetry. Some of them, indeed,

are fo happily contrived, that, by means of an

eafy and natural contraction, they can be fhort-

ened or lengthened (like a pocket-telefcope),

according to the ftrudure of the line in which

they are to be introduced ; others, by the affift-

ance of proper interjections, are ready made
into fmooth flowing hexameters, and will be

found extremely ufeful, particularly to our writers

of tragedy.

All thefe, Sir, the fruits of feveral years la-

bour and induftry, I am ready to communicate

for an adequate coniideration, to authors, or

other perfons whom they may fuit. Be pleafed,

therefore, to inform your correfpondents, that,

by applying to your publifher, they may be in-

formed, in the language of FalftafFe,
"

'where a
"

commodity of good names is to be bought." As
for your own particular, Sir, I am ready to at-

tend you gratis, at any time you may ftand in

need of my afliftance ;
or you may write out

your papers blank, and fend them to me to fill

up the names of the parties.

I am yours, &c.

NOMENCLATOR.
V

TO
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

fhe Editor has to return thanks to numberlefs

Correfpondents for their favours lately received ;

he begs leave, at thefame time, to acquaint them,

that) as many inconveniences would arifefrom a

particular acknowledgement of every letter, he

mujl henceforward le excisedfrom making it ; they

may, however, rcfl affured of theJlriclejl attention

and impartiality in regard to their communications.

As to the infertion of papers fent him, he will

be allowed tofuggejl, that from the nature cf his

publication, the acceptance or refufal ofan ejjliy
is

no criterion of its merit, nor of the opinion in

which it is held by the Editor. A performance

may be improper for the Mirror, as often on ac-

count of its rifmg above, as of itsfalling below,

the level offuch a work, which is peculiarly cir-

cumfcribed, not only in itsfubjeEls, but in the man-

ner of treating them. Thefame circumjlancc will

often render it necejjary to alter or abridge the

productions of correfpondents ; a libertyfor it hich

the Editor hopes their indulgence, and which be

will
life

with the utmojl caution.
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K 8. SATURDAY, February 20, 1779.

Infpicere tanquam in fpeculum

Vitas omnium jubeo.
TER.

was with regret that the Editor found

himfelf under the necemty of abridging the

following letter, communicated by an unknown

correfpondent.

SIR,
A S I was "walking one afternoon, about thirty

years ago, by the Egyptian fide of the Red

Sea, in the neighbourhood of Babelmandel, I

accidentally met with a Dervife. How we forth-

with commenced acquaintance ;
how I went

with him to his hermitage ;
how our acquaint-

ance improved into intimacy, and our intimacy
into friendship ;

how we converfed about every

thing, both in heaven above, and in the earth

beneath ;
how the Dervife fell fick, and how I,

having fome {kill in medicine, adminiftered

to his recovery ;
how this ftrengthened his for-

mer regard by the additional tie of gratitude ;

how,
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how, after a fpace, I tired of walking by the

Red Sea in the neighbourhood of Babelmandel,

and fancied I fhould walk with more fecurity

and fatisfadion by the fide of Forth ; are cir-

cumftances, that, after you mall be more inte-

refted in my life and converfation, I may venture

to lay before you.
In the meanwhile, fuffice it to fay, that my

parting with the Dervife was very tender
; and,

that, as a memorial of his friendmip, he pre-

fented me with a Mirror. I confefs frankly, that,

confidering the poverty of my friend, and his

unaffected manner of offering it, I fuppofed his

prefent of little intrinfic value. Yet, looking at

it, and wifhing to feem as fenfible of its worth

as poffible,
<l

This," faid I,
"
may be a very

" ufeful Mirror. As it is of a convenient fize,

<{
I may carry it in my pocket, and, if I mould

"
happen, to be in a public company, it may

" enable me to wipe from my face any accidental
"

duft, or to adjuft the pofture of my periwig."

For, Sir, at that time, in order to command fome

refped among the MufTulmen, I wore a periwig
of three tails.

" That Mirror," faid the Dervife, looking at

me with great earneftnefs,
"

is of higher value
" than you fuppofe : and of this, by the fol-
"

lowing account of its nature and ufes, I am
fure you will be fully fatisfied. Of Mirrors,

|bme are convex, and reprefeat their object of
" a fize

<c
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<c a fize confiderably diminifhed : accordingly,
" the images they difplay are extremely beauti-
"

ful. A company of people reprefented by this

" Mirror (hall appear without fpot or blemifh,
**

like a company of lovely fylphs. Now, my
'

good Chriftian friend, mine is not a convex
" Mirror. Neither is it concave : for concave
" Mirrors have juft an oppofite effect ; and, by
"

enlarging the object they reprefent, would
' render even the Houri in Paradife as hideous
"

as the Witch of Endor, or a Pagan Fury. la
"

fliort, it is a good plain Mirror, intended to
"

reprefent things juft as they are, but with pro-
"

perties and varieties not to be met with in corn-
" mon glafs."

"
Whenever," continued he,

"
you entertain

"
any doubt concerning the propriety of your

"
conduct, or have apprehenfions that your

" motives are not exactly what you conceive,
" or wifh them to be, I advife you forthwith to

" confult the Mirror. You will there fee your-
"

felf without difguife ;
and be enabled, not

"
merely to wipe from your face any accidental

"
duft, or to adjuft your periwig of three tails,

" but to rectify your conduct, and adjuft your
"

deportment." In truth, Sir, I have made this

experiment, according to the direction of the>

Dervife^ fo often, and with fuch fmall fatisfaction^

to my felf, that I am heartily fick of it. I^ave

corifulted my Mirror, in the act of giving alms,

expecting,
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expecting, no doubt, to fee myfelf charactered

with the fofteft companion, and, behold ! I was

iwollen and bloated with oftentation. Glowing
with indignation, as I conceived, againft the

vices of mankind, and their blindnefs to real

merit, I have looked in the Mirror, and feen

the rednefs of Anger, the flufhings of difap-

pointed Ambition. Very lately, a friend of

mine read me an eflay he had written ; he feemed

to me fomewhat confcious of its merit : he ex-

pected, and was intitled to fome applaufe ; but,

fiid I to myfelf,
"

I will adminifter to n man's
<c

vanity, nor expofe my friend by encouraging
i6 his felf- conceit ;" and fo obferved an obftinate

unyielding filence. I looked in the Mirror, and

am afhamed to tell you my motive was not fo

pure.

But, inftead of expofmg my own infirmities,

I will, in perfect confiftency with fome of the

moft powerful principles in our nature, and in

a manner much lefs exceptionable to myfelf, ex-

plain the properties of my Mirror, by the views

it gives me of other men.
"

Whenever," continued the Dervife,
"
you

" have any doubt concerning the conduct of
** another perfon, take an opportunity, and,
a when he is leaft aware, catch a copy of his

4t face in your Mirror." It would do your heart

good, Sir, if you delight in that fpecies of moral

criticiftn which fome people denominate fcandal,

to
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to fee the difcoveries I have made. Many a

grave phyfician have I feen laying his head to

one fide, fixing his folemn eye on the far corner

of a room, or poring with fteady gaze on his

watch, and feeming to count the beats of his

patient's pulfe, when, in fact, he was number-

ing, in his own mind, the guineas accruing from

his circle of morning vifits, or ftudying what

fine fpeech he fhould make to my Lady Duchefs ;

or, if his patient were a fair patient But here

I would look no longer.

I have often carried my Mirror to church ;

and, fitting in a fnug corner, have catched the

flaming orator of the pulpit in many a rare

grimace, and expreflive gefture ; expreffive, not

of humility, but of pride ; not of any defire to

communicate inftruction, but to procure ap-

plaufe ; not to explain the gofpel, but to exhibit

the preacher.
" This Mirror," faid the Muflulman, con-

tinuing his valedictory fpeech,
"

will not only
**

difplay your acquaintance as they really are,
c but as they wifh to be : and for this purpofe,"

{hewing me the way,
"
you have only to hold it

" in a particular petition." From this ufe of the

Mirror, holding it as the Dervife defired me, I

confefs I have received fpecial amufement. How
many perfons hideoufly deformed have appeared
moft divinely beautiful ; how many dull fellows

have become amazingly clever; how many
VOL. i. E fhrivelled
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fhrivelled cheeks have fuddenly claimed a youth-
ful bloom ! Yet, I muft confefs, how furprifmg
foever the confeffion may appear, that I have

found mankind, in general, very well fatisfied

with their talents : and, as far as regards moral

and religious improvement, I recollect very
few inftances of perfons who wifhed for changes
in their prefent condition. On the contrary, I

have met with other examples ; and have feen

perfons not a little felicitous to acquire the eafy
ufe offome famioriable impieties and immoralities.

I have fcen delicate females, to fay nothing of

dainty gentlemen, wifhing to forget their cate-

chifin
; ftriving to overcome their reluctance,

and meditating, in their own minds, the ut-

terance of fome fafhionable piece of raillery

againft religion ; yet, like the Amen of Macbeth,
I have often feen it flick in their throat.

"
But," continued the Dervife,

" if you hold
"

this Mirror in a fit pofture, it will not only
" fhevv you men as they arey or a& they -wifh to

"
be, but with the talents of which they reckon

<c themfelves actually poflefTed ;
and in that very

" character or fituatlon which they hold moft
" fuited to their abilities." Now this property

of the Muflulman's Mirror has given me more

amufement than any other. By this means I have

feen a whole company undergo inftantaneous

and ftrange transformation. I have feen the un-

wieldy burgefs changed into a flender gentleman ;

the
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the deep philofopher become a man of the world ;

the laborious merchant converted into a fox-

hunter ; the mechanic's wife in the guife of a

Countefs ; and the pert fcrivener become a crop-

ped Enfign. I have feen thofe grave perfonages,

whom you may obferve daily ifluing from their

alleys at noon with white wigs, black coats but-

toned and inclined to grey, with a cane in one

hand, and the other ftationed at their fide-pocket,

beating the ftreets for political intelligence, and

diving afterwards into their native lanes, or rifing

in a coffee-houfe in the full dignity ofa fpectacled

nofe ;
I have feen them moving in my Mirror

in the (hape of ftatefmen, minifters at foreign

courts, chancellors of England, judges, juftices of

the peace, or chief magiftrates in electing boroughs.

Now, Sir, as you have engaged in the impor-
tant bufmefs of inftructing the Public, I reckon

you a much fitter perfon than me to be poflefled

of this precious Mirror. By thefe prefents,

therefore, along with a paper of directions, I

confign it into your hands. All that I de-

mand of you in return, is to ufe this extraor-

dinary gift in a proper and becoming manner :

for, like every other excellent gift, it is liable to

be mifufed. Therefore be circumfpect ; nor let

any perfon fay of you, that you make ufe of a

falfe glafs, or that the reflection is not juft, or

that the reprefentation is partial ; or, laflly^
that

it exhibits broken, diftorted, or unnatural images.
E 2 In
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In full confidence that it will be an inftru-

ment in your hands for the moft ufeful pur-

pofes, I am, Sir,

Your humble fervant,

VITREUS,

N 9. TUESDAY, February 23, 1779.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,
COME weeks ago I was called from my re-

treat in the country, where I have patted the

laft twenty years in the enjoyment of eafe and

tranquillity, by an important family concern,

which made it neceflary for me to come ta

town.

Laft Thudfday I was folicited by an old friend

to accompany him to the Playboufe, to fee the

tragedy of King Lear ; and, by way of induce-

ment, he told me the part of Lear was to be per-

formed by an actor who had ftudied the charac-

ter under the EngliJJj Rofcms^ and was fuppofed
to play it fomewhat in the manner of that great

mafter. As the theatre had been always my
favourite amufement, I did not long withftand

the
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the entreaties of my friend ;
and when I re-

flected that Mr. Garrick was now gone to
"

that

e; undifcovered country, from whofe bourn no
"

traveller returns," I felt a fort of tender defire

to fee even a copy of that great original^ from

whofe performances I had often, in the earlier

part of my life, received fuch exquifite plea-

lure.

As we underftood the houfe was to be

crowded, we went at an early hour, and feated

ourfelves in the middle of the pit9
fo as not

only to fee the play to advantage, but alfo

to have a full view of the audience, which, I

have often thought, is not the lead pleafmg part

of a public entertainment. When the boxes

began to fill, I felt a fecret fatisfaction in con-

templating the beauties of the prefent times, and

amufed myfelf with tracing in the daughters,

thofe features which, in the mothers and grand-

mothers, had charmed me fo often.

My friend pointed out to me, in different

parts of the houfe, fome of the reigning toafts

of our times, but fo changed, that, without his

afliftance, I never mould have been able to find

them out. I looked in vain for that form, that

complexion, and thofe numberlefs graces, on

which I had been accuftomed to gaze with ad-

miration. But this change was not more re-

markable, than the effect it had upon the be-

holders; and I could not help thinking the filent

E 3 neglect
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neglect with -which thofe once celebrated beau-

ties were now treated, by much too fevere a

punimment for that pride and haughtinefs they

had formerly aflumed.

While I was amufmg myfelf in this manner,

I obferved, that fome of the upper boxes were

filled with ladies, whofe appearance foon con-

vinced me that they were of an order of females

more defirous of being diftinguimed for beauty
than for virtue. I could not refrain from ex-

preflirig fome difguft at feeing thofe unfortunate

creatures fitting thus openly mingled with wo-

men of the firft rank and fafhion.
" Poh !" faid

my friend,
" that is thought nothing of now-

"
a-days ;

and every body feems to be of the
<c fame opinion with the celebrated Countefs of
"

Dorcbeftcr^ miftrefs of King James II. who
"

having feated herfelf on the fame bench with
" a lady of rigid virtue, the other immediately
" fhrunk back ; which the Countefs obferving,
"

faid, with a fmile, Don't be afraid, Madam ;

"
gallantry is not catching."

As I was going to reprove my friend for

talking with fuch levity of a matter that feemed

to be of fo ferious a nature, the curtain drew

up, and the play began. It is not my defign,

Sir, to trouble you with any remarks on

the performance ; the purpofe of this letter

is to requeft of you to take fome notice of a

fpecies of indecorum, that appeared altogether

new
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new to me, and which, I confefs, it hurt me to

obferve.

Before the end of the firft act, a number of

young men came in, and took their places in

the upper boxes, amidft thofe unhappy females I

have already mentioned. I concluded that thefe

perforis were as deftitute of any pretenfion to

birth or fafhion, as they were void of de-

cency of manners ; but I was equally furprifed

and mortified to find, that many of them were

of the firft families of the kingdom. You, Sir,

who have lived in the world, and feen the gra-
dual and almoft imperceptible progrefs ofmanners,

will not, perhaps, be able to judge of my afto<-

nimment, when I beheld thofe very gentlemen

quit their feats, and come down to pay their re-

fpefts to the ladies in the lower boxes. The grofs

impropriety of this behaviour raifed in me a

degree of indignation which I could not eafily

reftrain. I comforted myfelf, however, with

the hopes, that thofe unthinking youths would

meet with fuch a reception from the women of

honour, as would effectually check this inde-

cency ; but I am forry to add, that I could not

difcern, either in their looks or manner, thofe

marks of difapprobation which I had made my
account with perceiving. Both the old and the

young, the mothers and the daughters, feemed

rather pleafed when thefe young men of rank
and fortune approached them. I am perfuaded,

E4 at



56 THE MIRROR.
at the fame time, that were they to think but for

a moment of the confequences, they would be

fenfible of the impropriety of their behaviour in

this particular. I muft therefore intreat of you,

Sir, to take the earlieft opportunity of giving

your fentiments on the fubjet.

I am, &c.

A. W,

The complaints of my correfpondent are not

without reafon. The boundaries between vir-

tue and vice cannot be too religioufly main-

tained ; and every thing that tends to leflen, in

any degree, the refpect due to a woman of

honour, ought ever to be guarded againft with

the utmoft caution.

When I was in France, I obferved a propriety

of behaviour in the particular mentioned by
Mr. A. W. that pleafed me much. Even in that

country, loofe as we imagine the manners there

to be, no body who wifhes to preferve the cha-

racter of a well-bred gentleman, is ever feen at

a place of public refort, in company with thofe

mifguided fair ones, who, however much they

may be objects of pity and compaflion, have

forfeited all title to refpect and efteem. I would

recommend to our young men to follow, in this

the
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the example of our neighbours, whom they are

fo ready to imitate in lefs laudable inftances.

To confider it only in this view, there is cer-

tainly no greater breach of politenefs than that

which has given occafion to this letter. In other

refpects, the confequences are truly alarming.

When every diftinction is removed between the

woman of virtue and the proftitute ; when both

are treated with equal attention and obfervance ;

are we to wonder if we find an alteration of

the manners of the women in general, and a

proportional diminution of that delicacy which

forms the diftinguifhing characteriftic of the

refpeclable part of the fex ?

Theie confiderations will, I hope, prove fuf-

ficient to correct this abufe in our young gen-

tlemen. As to my fair country-women, it is

ever with reluctance that I am obliged to take

notice of any little impropriety into which they

inadvertently fall. Let them, however, reflect,

that a certain delicacy of fentiment and of man-

ners is the chief ornament of the female charac-

ter, and the beft and fureft guardian of female

honour. That once removed, there will remain,
lefs difference than perhaps they may be aware

of, between them and the avowedly licentious,

Let them alfo confider, that, as it is unqueftion-

ably in their power to form and correct the man-

ners of the men, fo they are, in fome fort, ac-

2 countable,
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countable, not for their own conduct only, but

alfo for that of their admirers.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

T D o not mean to refleff, Mr. MIRROR ;
for

that is your bufmefs, not mine ;
far lefs do

I purpofe to pun, when I tell you, that it might
fave fome reflections upon yourfelf, did you
take the trouble to tranflate into good com-

mon Engli/b, thofe fame Latin fcraps, or mot-

toes, which you fometimes hang out by way of

fign-poft infcription at the top of your paper.

For confider, Sir, who will be tempted to enter

a houfe of entertainment offered to the Public,

when the majority can neither read nor under-

ftand the language in which the bill offare is

drawn and held out ? I am a Scotfman of a good

plain ftomach, who can eat and digeft any thing ;

yet I mould like to have a guefs at what was to

be expected before I fit down to table. Befides,

the fairfex^ Mr. MIRROR, for whom you ex-

prefs fo much refpect, What mall they do ?

Believe me, then, Sir, by complying with

this hint, you will not only pleafe the ladies, but

now and then fave a blufh in their company to

fome
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feme grown gentlemen, who have not the good
fortune to be fo learned as yourfelf. Among
the reft, you will oblige one who has the honour

to be

Your admirer and humble fervant,

IGNORAMUS.
Edinburgh, Feb. 19, 1779.

Mr. Ignoramus (whom I take to be a wifer

man than he gives himfelf out for) muft have

often obferved many great perfonages contrive to

be unintelligible in order to be refpe&ed.

N 10. SATURDAY, February 27, 1779*

Id arbitror

Adprime in vita efle utile, ne quid nimis. TER.

REFINEMENT, and Delicacy of Ta/le, are

the productions of advanced fociety. They
open to the mind of perfons poflefled of them
a field of elegant enjoyment ; but they may be

pufhed to a dangerous extreme. By that ex-

cefs of fenfibility to which they lead ; by that

vanity which they flatter ; that idea of fuperiority
which they nourim

; they may unfit their pof-
feflbr
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feflbr for the common and ordinary enjoyments
of life; and, by that too great nicenefs which

they are apt to create, they may mingle fome-

what of difguft and uneafmefs even in the high-

eft and finefl pleafures. A perfon of fuch a

mind will often mifs happinefs where Nature

intended it fhould be found, and feek for it

where it is not to be met with. Difguft and

chagrin will frequently be his companions,
while lefs cultivated minds are enjoying pleafure

unmixed and unalloyed.
I have ever confidered my friend Charles

Fleetivood to be a remarkable inftance of fuch

a character. Mr. Fleetwood has been endowed

by nature with a moft feeling and tender heart.

Educated to no particular profeflion, his natural

fenfibility has been increafed by a life of inac-

tivity, chiefly employed in reading, and the

ftudy of the polite arts, which has given him
that excefs of refinement I have defcribed above,

that injures while it captivates.

Laft fummer I accompanied him in an excur-

fion into the country. Our object was partly
air and exercife, and partly to pay a vifit to fome

of our friends.

Our firft vifit was to a college-acquaintance,

remarkable for that old-fafliioned hofpitality

which ftill prevails in fome parts of the coun-

try, and which too often degenerates into ex-

cefs. Unfortunately for us, we found with our

friend
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friend a number of his jovial -companions, whofe

object of entertainment was very different from

ours. Inftead of wifhing to enjoy the pleafures

of the country, they exprefTed their fatisfadion

at the meeting of fo many old acquaintance ;

becaufe they faid it would add to the mirth and

fociablenefs of the party. Accordingly, after a

long, and fomewhat noify, dinner, the table

was. covered with bottles and glafles : the mirth

of the company rofe higher at every new toaft ;

and though their drinking did not proceed quite

the length of intoxication, the convivial feftivity

was drawn out, with very little intermiffion, till

it was time to go to bed. Mr. Fleet<wood'*s po-
litenefs prevented him from leaving the com-

pany ; but I, who knew him, faw he was in-

wardly fretted at the manner in which his time

was fpent during a fine evening, in one of the

moft beautiful parts of the country. The mirth

of the company, which was at leaft innocent,
was loft upon him: their jokes hardly produced a

fmile ; or, if they did, it was a forced one : even

the good humour of thofe around him, inftead of

awakening his benevolence, and giving him a

philanthropical pleafure, increafed his chagrin ;

and the louder the company laughed, the graver,

did I think, Mr. Fleetivood's countenance became.

After having remained here two days, our

time being fpent pretty much in the manner I

have defcribed, we went to the houfe of another

gentleman
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gentleman in the neighbourhood. A natural

fobernefs of mind, accompanied with a habit of

induftry, and great attention to the management
of his farm, would fave us, we knew, from any

thing like riot or intemperance in his family.

But even here I found Mr. Fleetwood not a

whit more at his eafe than in the laft houfe.

Our landlord's ideas of politenefs made him

think it would be want of refpect to his guefts

if he did not give them conftant attendance.

Breakfaft, therefore, was no fooner removed,

than, as he wiflied to vifit his farm, he pro-

pofed a walk : we fet out accordingly ; and our

whole morning was fpent in crofling dirty fields,

leaping ditches and hedges, and hearing our

landlord difcourfe on drilling and borfc-boeing
of broad-caft and fummer-fallow ; of manuring,

plowing, draining^ &c. Mr. Fleetwood^ who
had fcarcely ever read a theoretical book upon

farming^ and was totally ignorant of the prac-

tice, was teazed to death with this converfation ;

and returned home covered with dirt, and worn
out with fatigue. After dinner, the family-

ceconomy did not allow the leaft approach to a

debauch; and, as our landlord had exhaufted

his utmoft (lock of knowledge and converfation

in remarks upon his farm, while we were not

at all defirous of repeating the entertainment of

the morning, we parTed a taflelefs, lifelefs, yawn-

ing afternoon ; and, I believe, Mr. Fleetwood

would
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would have willingly exchanged the dulnefs of

his prefent company, for the boifterous mirth

of the laft he had been in.

Our next vifit was to a gentleman of a liberal

education, and elegant manners, who, in the

earlier part of his life, had been much in the

polite world. Here Mr. Fleetivood expected to

find pleafure and enjoyment fufficient to atone

for the difagreeable occurrences in his two

former vifits
;

but here, too, he was difap-

pointed. Mr. Selby9 for that was our friend's

name, had been feveral years married : his fa-

mily increafing, he had retired to the country ;

and, renouncing the buftle of the world, had

given himfelf up to domeftic enjoyments : his

time and attention were devoted chiefly to the

care of his children. The pleafure which him-
felf felt in humouring all their little fancies,

made him forget how troublefome that indul-

gence might be to others. The firft morning
we were at his houfe, when Mr. Fleetwood came

into the parlour to breakfaft, all the places at

table were occupied by the children
; it was

neceflary that one of them fhould be difplaced

to make room for him
; and, in the difturbance

which this occafioned, a tea-cup was overturned,

and fcalded the finger of Mr. Selbfs eldeft

daughter, a child about feven years old, whofe

whimpering and complaining attracted the whole

attention during breakfaft. That being over,

the
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the deleft boy came forward with a book in his

hand, and Mr. Selby afked Mr. Fleetwood to

hear him read his lefTon : Mrs. Selby joined in

the requeft, though both looked as if they were

rather conferring a favour on their gueft. The
eldeft had no fooner fmifhed, than the youngeft

boy prefented himfelf ; upon which his father

obferved, that it would be doing injuftice to

Will not to hear him, as well as his elder brother

Jack ; and in this way was my friend obliged

to fpend the morning, in performing the office

of a fehoolmafter to the children in fucceflion.

Mr. Fleetwood liked a game at whift, and pro-

mifed himfelf a party in the evening free from

interruption. Cards were accordingly propofed ;

but Mrs. Selby obferved, that her little daughter,
who ftill complained of her fcalded ringer, need-

ed amufement as much as any of the company.
In place of cards, Mils Harriot infifted on the

game of the goofe.
Down to it we fat

; and to

a ftranger it would have been not unamufmg to

fee Mr. Fleetwood^ in his forrowful countenance,

at the royal and pleafant game of the goofe^ with

a child of feven years old. It is unneceflary

to dwell longer on particulars. During all the

time we were at Mr. SeJby*^ the delighted pa-
rents were indulging their fondnefs, while Mr.

Fleetwood was repining and fretting in fecret.

Having rmiihed our intended round of vifits,

we turned our courie homewards, and, at the

firft
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firft inn on our road, were joined by one Mr.

Johnfon^ with whom I was flightly acquainted.

Politenefs would not allow me to reject the offer

of his company, efpecially as I knew him to be

a good-natured inoffenfive man. Our road lay

through a glen, romantic and picturefque, which

we reached foon after fun-fet, in a mild and ftill

evening. On each fide were ftupendous moun-
tains ; their height ; the rude and projecting

rocks, of which fome of them were compofed ;

the gloomy caverns they feemed to contain
; and

the appearance of devaluation, occafioned by
traces of cataracts falling from their tops, pre-
fented to our view a fcene truly fublime. Mr.

Fleetwood felt an unufual elevation of fpirit.

His foul rofe within him, and was fwelled with

that filent awe, fo well fuited to his contem-

plative mind. In the words of the poet, he

could have faid,

" Welcome, kindred glooms,
"

Congenial horrors, hail !"

Be thefe my theme,
" Thefe that exalt the foul to folemn thought,
" And heavenly mufmg !"

Our filence had now continued for about a

quarter of an hour ;
and an unufual ftillnefs pre-

vailed around us, interrupted only by the tread

of our horfes, which, returning at ftated inter-

vals, aflifted by the echo of the mountains,

formed a hollow found, which increafed the fo-

VOL. i. F lemnity
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lemnity of the fcene. Mr. Johnfon^ tiring of

this filence, and not having the leaft compre-
henfion of its caufe, all at once, arid without

warning, lifted up his voice, and began the

fong of "
Pujh about the Joram" Mr. Fleet-

tftQotfs foul was then wound up to its utmoft

height. At the found of Mr. Jobnfon'* voice he

ftarted, and viewed him with a look of horror,

mixed with contempt. During the reft of our

journey, I could hardly prevail on my friend to

Be civil to him ;
and though he is, in every re-

fpec"t, a worthy and a good-natured man, and

though Mr. Fleetivood and he have often met

fmce, the former has never been able to look

upon him without difguft.

Mr. Fleetwood\ entertainment in this fhort

tour has produced, in my mind, many reflec-

tions, in which I doubt not I mail be anticipated

by my readers.

There are few fituations in life, from which

a man, who has confined his turn for enjoy-
ment within the bounds pointed out by nature,

will not receive fatisfaction ; but if we once

tranfgrefs thofe bounds, and, feeking after too

much refinement, indulge a falfe and miftaken

delicacy, there is hardly a fituation in which we
will not be expofed to difappointment and dif-

guft.

Had it not been for this falfe, this danger-

ous "delicacy, Mr. Fleetwood^ inftead of uneafi-

nefs,
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nefs, would have received pleafure from every
vifit we made, from every incident we met

with.

At the firft houfe to which we went, it was

not neceflary that he mould have preferred the

bottle to the enjoyment of a fine evening in the

country ;
but that not being the fentiments of

the company, had he, without repining, given

up his tafte to theirs, inftead of feeling difguft

at what appeared to him coarfe in their enjoy-

ments, he would have felt pleafure at the mirth

and good-humour which prevailed around him ;

and the very reflection, that different employ-
ments gave amufement to different men, would

have afforded a lively and philanthropical fatif-

faclion.

It was fcarcely to be expected, that the bar-

rennefs and drynefs of the converfation at our

fecond vifit, could fill up, or entirely fatisfy, the

delicate and improved mind of Mr. Fleetivood ;

but, had he not laid it down almoft as a rule,

not to be pleafed with any thing, except what

fuited his own idea of enjoyment, he might,
and ought to have received pleafure from the

fight of a worthy family, fpending their time

innocently, happily, and ufefully ; ufefully,

both to themfelves and to their country.

It was owing to the fame falfe fenfibility, that

he was fo much chagrined in the family of Mr.

Selby. The fond indulgence of the parents did,

F 2 perhaps,
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perhaps, carry their attention to their children

beyond the rules of propriety ; but, had it not

been for the finicalnefs of mind in Mr. Fleetwood,

had he given the natural benevolence of bis heart

its play, he would have received a pleafure

from witneffing the happinefs of two virtuous

parents in their rifing offspring, that would have

much overbalanced any uneafmefs arifmg from

the errors in their conduct.

Neither, but for this exceflive refinement,

would Mr. Fleetivood have been hurt by the be-

haviour of Mr. Jobnfon. Though he might not

have confidered him as a man of tafte, he would,

neverthelefs, have regarded him as a good and

inoffenfive man ; and he would have received

pleafure from the reflection, that neither good-
nefs nor happinefs are confined to thofe minds,

which are fitted for feeling and enjoying all the

pleafures of nature or of art.

A

N ii. TUESDAY, March 2, 1779.

INCE the commencement of the late levies,

I underfland that not only drill ferjeants

have had daily accefs to the lobbies and par-

lours of many decent and peaceable houfes in

this

S
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this metropolis, but that profeflbrs of the noble

fcience of defence have been fo conftantly occu-

pied in attending grown gentlemen, and un-

grown officers, that their former fcholars have

found great difficulty in procuring matters to

pufh with them, and have frequently been

obliged to have recourfe to the lefs edifying op-

pofition of one another.

The purpofe of the ferjeanfs inftrudYions,

every lover of his country muft approve. The
laft-mentioned art, that of fencing, I formerly
took great delight in myfelf, and ftill account

one of the healthieft of all houfe exercifes ;
in-

fomuch that when I am in the country, where

I make it a rule to fpend a certain part of every

day in exercife of fome kind, I generally take

up my foil in rainy mornings, and pufli with

great fuccefs againft the figure of Herod
y
in a

piece of old arras that was taken down from my
grandmother's room, and is now pafted up on

the wall of the laundry.

When thofe two fciences, however, go upon
actual fervice, they are to be confidered in dif-

ferent lights. That of theferjeant, as it teaches

a man to ftand well on his legs, to carry his

body firm, and to move it alertly, is much the

fame as the fencingmqfler's ; but in their laft

ftage they depart fomewhat from each other;

the ferjeant propofes to qualify a man for en-

countering his enemy in battle, the other to fit

F 3 him
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him for meeting his companion, or friend it

may be, in a duel.

My readers will, I hope, give me credit for

the MIRROR being always a very polite paper ;

I am not, therefore, at all difpofed to beftow

on a practice fo gentleman-like as duelling,

thofe fevere reprehenfions, equally trite and un-

juft, in which fome of my predeceflbrs have in-

dulged themfelves. During my refidence abroad

I was made perfectly acquainted with the argu-
ments drawn in its favour, from the influence it

has on the manners of the gentleman and the

honour of the foldier. It is my intention only
to point out thofe bounds within which the moft

punctilious valour may be contented to reftrain

itfelf
;
and in this I mail be the more guarded,

as I mean the prefent paper principally for the

ufe of the new-raifed regiments above alluded

to, whofe honour I dearly prize, and would

preferve as fcrupuloufly inviolate as poffible. I

hold fuch an efTay peculiarly proper at this junc-

ture, when fome of them are about to embark

on long voyages, in which even good-natured

people, being tacked together like man and wife,

are fomewhat apt to grow peevifli and quarrel-

fome.

In thejir/} place, I will make one general ob-

fervation, that, at this bufy time, when our

country has need of men, lives are of more value

to the community than at other periods. In

time
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time of peace, fo many regiments are reduced,

and the duties of an officer fo eafily performed,

that if one fall, and another be hanged for kill-

ing him, there will fpeedily be found two proper

young men ready to mount guard, and fhew a

good leg on the parade, in their room. But,

at prefent, from the great increafe of the efta-

blifhment, there is rather a fcarcity, in pro-

portion to the demand, of men of military ta-

lents, arid military figure, efpecially when we
confider that the war is now to be carried on

againft fo genteel a people as the French^ to

whom it will be neceflary to fhew officers of

the moft foldier-like appearance and addrefs.

This patriotic confideration will tend to re-

lax the etiquette formerly eftablifhed, for every
officer to fight a duel within a few weeks of the

date of his commiffion, and that, too, without

the purpofe of refenting any affront, or vindi-

cating his honour from any afperfion, but merely
to fhew that he could fight. Now, this practice,

being unnecefTary at prefent, as preferment goes
on brifkly enough by the fall of officers in the

courfe of their duty, may very properly, and

without difparagement to the valour of the

Britifh army, be difpenfed with
; fo, it is to be

agreed arid underftood, that every officer in the

new-raifed regiments, whofe cornmiffion bears

date on or polterior to the ift of January 1778,
F 4 is,
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is, ipfo fafto, to be held and deemed of un-

queftionable courage and immaculate honour.

As to the meafure of affront which may juf-

tify a challenge, it is to be remembered, that

the officers of the above-mentioned corps have

been obliged, in levying their refpective quotas,

to engage in fcenes of a very particular kind ;

at markets, fairs, country-weddings, and city-

brawls, among a fet of men and women not

remarkable for delicacy of language, or polite-

nefs of behaviour. We are not, therefore, to

wonder if the fmooth enamel of the gentleman

has received fome little injury from the collifion

of fuch coarfe materials ;
and a certain time

may fairly be allowed for unlearning the blunt

manners and rough phrafeology which an officer

in fuch fituations was forced to aflume. There-

fore the identical words which, a campaign or

two hence, are to be held expiable only by blood,

may, at prefent, be done away by an expla-

nation ; and thofe which an officer muft then ex-

plain and account for at the peril of a challenge,

are now to be confidered as mere colloquial ex-

pletives, acquired by aflbciating with fuch com-

pany as frequent the places above defcribed.

As, notwithftanding all thefe allowances, fome

duels may be expected to take place, it is proper

to mention certain regulations for the conduct of

the parties,
in the conftru&ion of which I have

paid
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paid infinitely more regard to their honour than

to their fafety.

In fighting with ihefword, a blow, or the lie

direst^ can fcarcely be expiated but by a thruft

through the body ; but any leffer affront may
be wiped off by a wound in \hsfword arm ; or,

if the injury be very flight, any wound will be

fufficient. In all this, it is to be noted, thafthe

receiving of fuch wound by either party confti-

tutes a reparation for the affront
;

as it is a rule

of juftice peculiar to the code of duelling, that

the blood of the injured atones for the offence

he has received, as well as that of the injurer for

the offence he has given.

In affairs decided with piftols^ the diftance is,

in like manner, to be regulated by the nature of

the injury. For thofe of an atrocious fort, a

diftance of only twenty feet, and piftols of nine,

nine and a half, or ten inch barrels, are requi-

fite
;

for (lighter ones, the diftance may be

doubled, and a fix or even five-inch barrel will

ferve. Regard, moreover, is to be had to the

fize of the perfon engaged ;
for every ftone

above eleven, the party of fuch weight may,
with perfect honour, retire three feet.

I read, fome time ago, certain addreffes to

the Jockey Club
y by two gentlemen who had

been engaged in an affair of honour ; from

which it appeared, that one of them had fyfte-

matized the art of duelling to a wonderful de-

gree.
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gree. Among other things, he had brought his

aim with a piftol to fo much certainty, and made
fuch improvements on the weapon, that he could

lay a hundred guineas to ten on hitting, at a

confiderable diftance, any part of his adverfary's

body. Thefe arts, however, I by no means ap-

prove : they refemble, methinks, a loaded die^ or

&packeddeal *,
and I am inclined to be of opinion,

that a gentleman is no more obliged to fight

againft the firft, than to play againft the latter.

They may, in the mildeft conftruction, be com-

pared to the fure play of a man who can take

every ball at billiards ; and therefore, if it fhall

be judged that an ordinary markfman muft fight

with the perfon pofieiled of them, he is, at leaft,

intitled to odds^ and muft be allowed three fliots

to one of his antagonift.

I have thus, with fome labour, and I hope
ftricl: honour, fettled certain articles in the matter

of duelling for fuch of my readers as may have

occafion for them. It is but candid, however,
to own, that there have been, now and then,

brilliant things done quite without the line of

my directions, to wit, by not fighting at all.

The Abbe , with whom I was dif-

puting at Paris on this fubjecl:, concluded his

arguments againft duelling with a ftory, which,

though I did not think it much to the purpofe,

was a tolerable ftory notwithftanding. I fhall

give it in the very words of the Abbe.

2 "A coun-



N ii. THE MIRROR. 75

" A countryman of yours, a Captain Douglas ,

" was playing at I'riflrac with a very intimate
"

friend, here in this very cofFee-houfe, amidft
*' a circle of French officers who were looking
" on. Some difpute arifing about a caft of the
"

dice, Douglas faid, in a gay thoughtlefs man-
"

ner,
" Oh ! what a ftory !" A murmur arofe

"
among the by-ftanders; and his antagonift

"
feeling the affront, as ifthe//> had been given

"
him, in the violence of his paflion, fnatched

"
up the tables, and hit Douglas a blow on the

" head. The inftant he had done it, the idea
" of his imprudence, and its probable confe-
"

quences to himfelf and his friend, rumed upon
"

his mind : he fat, ftupified with fhame and
"

remorfe, his eyes rivetted on the ground, re-
'

gardlefs of what the other's refentment might
"

prompt him to ad. Douglas^ after a fhort
"

paufe, turned round to the fpectators :
" You

"
think," faid he,

"
that I am now ready to

" cut the throat of that unfortunate young man ;

1 but I know that, at this moment, he feels

*'

anguifh a thoufand times more keen than any
'

my fword could inflict. I will embrace him
' thus and try to reconcile him to himfelf;
5 but I will cut the throat of that man among
"

you who fhall dare to breathe a fyllable againft
"
my honour." " Bravo ! Bravo !" cried an

1 old Chevalier de St. LOUISA who flood imme-
"

diately behind him. The fentiment of France
" Overcame
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" overcame its habit, and Bravo ! Bravo ! echoed
" from every corner of the room. Who would
" not have cried Bravo ! Would not you,
" Sir?" " Doubtlefs." " On other occafions,
"

then, be governed by the fame principle."
"
Why, to be fure, it were often better not

" to fight if one had but the courage not to

%ht."

i

N 12. SATURDAY, March 6, 1779.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,
f AM a plain country-gentleman, with a fmall
* fortune and a large family. My boys, all

except the youngeft, I have contrived to fet out

into the world in tolerably promifmg Situations.

My two eldeft girls are married
;
one to a clergy-

man, with a very comfortable living, and a re-

fpectable character ; the other to a neighbour of

my own, who farms moft of his own eftate, and

is fuppofed to know country-bufmefs as well as

any man in this part of the kingdom, I have

four
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four other girls at home, whom I wifh to make

fit wives for men of equal rank with their

brothers-in-law.

About three months ago, a great lady in our

neighbourhood (at leaft as neighbourhood is

reckoned in our quarter) happened to meet the

two eldeft of my unmarried daughters at the

houfe of a gentleman, a diftant relation of mine,

and, as well as myfelf, a freeholder in our county.
The girls are tolerably handfome, and I have

endeavoured to make them underftand the com-

mon rules of good-breeding. My Lady
ran out to my kinfman, who happens to have

no children of his own, in praife of their beauty

and politenefs, and, at parting, gave them a moft

preffing invitation to come and fpend a week

with her during the approaching Chriftmas holi-

days. On my daughters' return from their

kinfman's, I was not altogether pleafed at hear-

ing of this invitation; nor was I more fatisfied

with the very frequent quotations of my Lady
*s fayings and fentiments, and the de-

fcriptions of the beauty of her complexion, the

elegance of her drefs, and the grandeur of her

equipage. I oppofed, therefore, their defign of

paying this Chriftmas viiit pretty warmly. Upon
this, the honour done them by the invitation,

the advantages to be derived from an acquaint-
ance with the great Lady, and the benefit that

might accrue to my family from the influence

of
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of her Lord, were immediately rung in my ears,

not only by my daughters, but alfo by their

mother, whom they had already gained over to

their fide; and I muft own to you, Mr. MIR-

ROR, though I would not have you think me

hen-peck'd, that my wife, fomehow or other,

contrives to carry moft points in our family ;
fo

my oppofition was over-ruled ; and to

the girls went ; but not before they had made a

journey to the metropolis of our country, and

brought back a portmanteau full of neceflaries,

to qualify them for appearing decently, as my
wife faid, in the company they fhould meet

there.

In about a month, for their vifit was drawn

out to that length, my daughters returned. But

had you feen, Mr. MIRROR, what an alteration

that month had made on them ! Inftead of the

rofy complexions, and fparkling eyes, they had

carried with them, they brought back cheeks

as white as a curd, and eyes as dead as the beads

in the face of a baby.
I could not help expreffing my furprize at the

fight ;
but the younger of the two ladies im-

mediately cut me fhort, by telling me that

their complexion was the only one worn at

And no wonder, Sir, it mould, from the de-

fcription which my daughter fometimes gives us

of the life people lead there. Inftead of rifing

at
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at feven, breakfafting at nine, dining at three,

flipping at eight, and getting to bed by ten, as

was their cuftom at home, my girls lay till twelve,

breakfafted at one, dined at fix, flipped at eleven,

and were never in bed till three in the morning.
Their fhapes had undergone as much alteration

as their faces. From their bofoms (necks they
called them), which were fqueezed up to their

throats, their waift tapered down to a very ex-

traordinary fmallnefs ; they refembled the upper
half of an hour-glafs. At this, alfo, I mar-

velled ;
but it was the" only fhape worn at

. Next day, at dinner, after a long

morning preparation, they appeared with heads

of fuch a fize, that my little parlour was not

of height enough to let them ftand upright in

it. This was the moft ftriking metamorphofis
of all. Their mother ftared

;
I ejaculated ; my

other children burft out a laughing ; the anfwer

was the fame as before ; it was the only head

worn at <

Nor is their behaviour lefs changed than their

garb. Inftead of joining in the good-humoured
cheerfulnefs we ufed to have among us before,

my twojine young ladies check every approach to

mirth, by calling it vulgar. One of them chid

their brother the other day for laughing, and

told him it was monftroufly ill-bred. In the

evenings, when we were wont, if we had no-

thing elfe to do, to fall to Blindman s-buff, or

Crofs-
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Crofs-purpofes ,
or fometimes to play at Loo for

cherry-ftones, thefe two get a pack of cards to

themfelves, and fit down to play for any little

money their vifit has left them, at a game none of

us know any thing about. It feems, indeed,

the dulleft of all amufements, as it confifts in

merely turning up the faces of the cards, and

repeating their names from an ace upwards, as

if the players were learning to fpeak, and had

got only thirteen words in their vocabulary. But

of this, and every other cuftom at , no-

body is allowed to judge but themfelves. They
have got a parcel of phrafes, which they utter on

all occafions as decifive, French^ I believe, though
I can fcarce find any of them in the Dictionary,
and am unable to put them upon paper ; but all

of them mean fomething extremely fafhionable,

and are conftantly fupported by the authority of

my Lady, or the Countefs, his Lordmip, or Sir

John.
As they have learned many foreign, fo have

they unlearned fome of the moft common and

beft underftood home phrafes. When one of

my neighbours was lamenting the extravagance
and diffipation of a young kinfman who had

fpent his fortune, and loft his health in London,
and at Newmarket, they called it

life,
and faid it

mowed fpirit in the young man. After the fame

rule they lately declared, that a gentleman could

not live on lels than iooo/. a year, and called

the
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the account which their mantua-maker and mil-

liner fent me, for the fineries purchafed for their

Yifit at ,
a trifle^ though it amounted to

59/. nx. 4*/. exactly a fourth part of the clear

income of my eftate.

All this, Mr. MIRROR, I look upon as a fort

of peftilential diforder, with which my poor

daughters have been infected in the courfe of

this unfortunate vifit. This confideration has

induced me to treat them hitherto with lenity and

indulgence, and try to effect their cure by mild

methods, which indeed fuit my temper (naturally

of a pliant kind, as every body, except ray wife,

fays) better than harfh ones. Yet I confefs, I

could not help being in a paffion t'other day,when
the diforder {hewed fymptoms of a more ferious

kind. Would you believe it, Sir, my daughter
Elizabeth (fmce her vifit fhe is offended if we
call her Betty) faid it was fanatical to find fault

with card-playing on Sunday ; and her fifter

Sophia gravely aiked my fon-in-law, the clergy-

man, if he had not fome doubts of the foul's

immortality.

As certain great cities, I have heard, are never

free from the plague, and at laft come to look

upon it as nothing terrible or extraordinary ; fo,

I fuppofe, in London, or even your town, Sir,

this difeafe always prevails, and is but little

dreaded. But, in the country, it will be pro-
ductive of melancholy effects indeed; if fuffered

VOL. I. G to
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to fpread there, it will not only embitter our lives',

and fpoil our domeftic happinefs, as at prefent

it does mine, but, in its mod violent ftages 7

will bring our eftates to market, our daughters

to ruin, and our fons to the gallows. Be fo hu-

mane, therefore, Mr. MIRROR, as to fuggefl

fome expedient for keeping it confined within

thofe limits in which it rages at prefent. If no

public regulation can be contrived for that pur-

pofe (though I cannot help thinking this difeafe

of the great people merits the attention of go-

vernment, as much as the diftemper among the

horned cattle} 9 try, at leaft, the effeds of private

admonition, to prevent the found from approach-

ing the infe&ed ; let all little men like myfelf,

and every member of their families, be cautious

of holding intercourfe with the perfons or fa-

milies of Dukes, Earls, Lords, Nabobs, or Con~

traffors^ till they have good reafon to believe

that fuch perfons and their houfeholds are in a

fane and healthy ftate, and in no danger of com-

municating this dreadful diforder. And, if it

has left fuch great and noble perfons any feelings-

of companion, pray put them in mind of that

well-known fable of the boys and the frogs,
which they muft have learned at fchooL Tell

them, Sir, that, though the making fools of

their poor neighbours may ferve them for a

Chriftmas gambol, it is matter of ferious wretch-

ed aefs to thofe poor neighbours in the after-

part
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part of their lives : // is/port to them> but death

to its.

I am, &c.

JOHN HOMESPUN.
Z

N 13. TUESDAY, March 9, 1779.

H E antiquity of the poems afcribed to

OJfian, the fon of Fingal, has been the fub-

jedt of much difpute. The refined magnanimity
and generofity of the heroes, and the tendernefs

and delicacy of fentiment, with regard to wo-

men, fo confpicuous in thofe poems, are cir-

cumftances very difficult to reconcile with the

rude and uncultivated age in which the poet is

fuppofed to have lived. On the other hand, the

intrinfic characters of antiquity which the poems
bear ;

that fimple ftate of fociety the poet paints ;

the narrow circle of objects and tranfactions he

defcribes ; his concife, abrupt, and figurative

ftyle ; the abfence of all abftract ideas, and of

all modern allufions, render it difficult to affign

any other sera for their production than the age
of Fingal. In fhort, there are difficulties on

G 2 both
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both fides ; and, if that remarkable refinement

of manners feem inconfiftent with our notions of

an unimproved age, the marks of antiquity with

which the poems are flamped, make it very
hard to fuppofe them a modern compofition. It

is not, however, my intention to examine the

merits of this controverfy, much lefs to hazard

any judgment of my own. All I propofe is, to

fuggeft one confideration on the fubject, which,
as far as I can recollect, has hitherto efcaped the

partizans of either fide.

The elegant author of the Critical Differtation

on the Poems of OJ/ian, has very properly obvi-

ated the objections made to the uniformity of

Offian's imagery, and the too frequent repeti-

tion of the fame comparifons. He has fhewn,
that this objection proceeds from a carelefs and

inattentive perufal of the poems ; for, although
the range of the poet's objects was not wide,

and confequently the fame object does often re-

turn, yet its appearance is changed ; the image
is new ;

it is prefented to the fancy in another

attitude, and clothed with different circumftances,

to make it fuit the illuftration for which it is

employed.
" In this," continues he,

"
lies

" (Man's great art ;" and he illuftrates his re-

mark by taking the inftances of the moon and of

mifti two of the principal fubje&s of the bard's

images and allufions.

I agree
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I agree with this critic in his obfervations,

though I think he has rather erred in afcribing

to art in Oilian, that wonderful diverfification

of the narrow circle of objects with which he

was acquainted. It was not by any efforts of

art or contrivance that Offian prefented the rude

objects of nature under fo many different afpects.

He wrote from a full heart, from a rich and glow-

ing imagination. He did not feek for, and in-

vent images ;
he copied nature, and painted ob-

jects as they ftruck and^ kindled his fancy. He
had nothing within the range of his view, but

the great features of fimple nature. The fun,

the moon, the ftars, the defert heath, the wind-

ing ftream, the green hill with all its roes, and

the rock with its robe of mift, were the objects

amidft which Oflian lived. Contemplating thefe,

under every variety of appearance they could

aflume, no wonder that his warm and impaf-
fioned genius found in them a field fruitful of the

moft lofty and fublime imagery.
Thus the very circumftance of his having fuch

a circumfcribed range of inanimate objects to at-

tract his attention and exercife his imagination,
was the natural and neceflary caufe of Oflian's

being able to view and to defcribe them, under

fuch a variety of great and beautiful appearances.
And may we not proceed farther, and affirm,

that fo rich a diversification of the few appear-
ances of fimple nature, could hardly have oc-

G 3 curred
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curred to the imagination of a poet living in any
other than the rude and early age in which the

fon of Fingal appeared ?

In refined and polifhed fociety, where the

works of art abound, the endlefs variety of ob-

jects that prefent thernfelves, diftract and diffi-

pate the attention. The mind is perpetually
hurried from one object to another

;
and no time

is left to dwell upon the fublime and fimple ap-

pearances of nature. A poet, in fuch an age,

has a wide and diverfified circle of objects on

which to exercife his imagination. He has a

large and diffufed ftock of materials from which

to draw images to embellifh his work
; and he

does not always refort for his imagery to the

diverfified appearance of the objects of rude na-

ture ; he does not avoid thofe becaufe his tafte

rejects them ; but he ufes them feldom, becaufe

they feldom recur to his imagination.

To feize thefe images, belongs only to the

poet of an early and fimple age, where the un-

divided attention has leifure to brood over the

few, but fublime objects which furround him.

Theyrt and the heath^ the rock and the torrent^

the clouds and meteors^ the thunder and lightning^

thefun and moon, zndjtars, are, as it were, the

companions with which his imagination holds

converfe, He perfonifies and addrefTes them :

every afpect they can affume is imprefled upon
his mind; he contemplates and traces them

through
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through all the endlefs varieties of feafons ; and

they are the perpetual fubjects of his images and

allufions. He has, indeed, only a few objects

around him
; but, for that very reafon, he forms

a more intimate acquaintance with their every

feature, and fhade, and attitude.

From this circumftance, it would feem, that

the poetical productions of widely-diftant pe-
riods of fociety muft ever bear ftrong marks of

the age which gave them birth
;
and that it is

not poffible for a poetical genius of the one age,

to counterfeit and imitate the productions of the

other. To the poet of a fimple age, the varied

objects which prefent themfelves in cultivated

fociety are unknown. To the poet of a refined

age, the idea of imitating the productions of

rude times might, perhaps, occur ; but the ex-

ecution would certainly be difficult, perhaps im-

practicable. To catch fome few tranfient afpects

of any of the great appearances of nature, may
he within the reach of the genius of any age ;

but to perceive, and feel, and paint, all the fhades

of a few fimple objects, and to make them cor-

refpond with a great diverfity of fubjects, the

poet muft dwell amidft them, and have them

ever prefent to his mind.

The excellent critic, whom I have already

mentioned, has felected the inftances of the

moon and of mift^ to {hew how much Offian has

diverfified the' appearance of the few objects

G 4 with
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with which he was encircled. I mall now con-

clude this paper with felecting a third^ that of

the Sun, which, I think, the bard has prefented

in fuch a variety of afpects, as could have oc-

curred to the imagination in no other than the

early and unimproved age in which Oflian is

fuppofed to have lived.

The vanquifhed Frotbal, ftruck with the ge-
nerous magnanimity of Fingal, addrefles him :

c< Terrible art thou, O king of Morven, in

battles of the fpears ; but, in peace, thou art

like the fun, when he looks through a filent

fhower ; the flowers lift their fair heads before

him, and the gales make their ruftling wings."
Of the generous open Cathmor^ expofed to the

dark and gloomy Cairba, it is faid :

" His face
" was like the plain of the fun, when it is

44
bright : no darknefs travelled over his brow."

Of Natbos :
" The foul of Nathos was ge-

" nerous and mild, like the hour of the fetting
" fun." Of young Connal, coming to feek the

honour of the fpear :
" The youth was lovely,

"
as the firft beam of the fun."-" O ! Fithil's

"
fon," fays Cuchullin,

" with feet of wind,
"

fly over the heath of Lena. Tell to Fingal,
" that Erin is enthrall'd, and bid the king of
" Morven haften. O ! let him come like the

1 fun in a ftorm, when he mines on the hills

of grafs."



N" i3- THE MIRROR. 89

Nat/jos 9 anxious for the fate of Darthula :

" The foul of Nathos was fad, like the fun in

" the day of mift, when his face is watry and
" dim." Ofcar, furrounded with foes, fore-

feeing the fall of his race, and yet at times ga-

thering hope :
" At times, he was thoughtful and

*'
dark, like the fun when he carries a cloud on

" his face ;
but he looks afterward on the hills

*' of Cona." Before Bofmina fent to offer

them the peace of heroes :
*e The hoft of Erra-

"
gon brightened in her prefence, as a rock be-

" fore the fudden beams of the fun, when they
<c iflue from a broken cloud, divided by the
"

roaring wind." The remembrance of battles

paft, and the return of peace, is compared to

the fun returning after a ftorm :
" Hear the bat-

"
tie of Lora ! the found of its fteel is long fince

"
paft ;

fo thunder on the darkened hill roars,
" and is no more ; the fun returns with his
<c

lilent beams ;
the glittering rocks, and green

" heads of the mountains, fmile."

Fingal in his ftrength darkening in the pre-
fence of war :

<c His arm ftretches to the foe
" like the beam of the fickly fun, when his
" fide is crufhed with darknefs, and he rolls
" his difmal courfe throughout the iky." A
young hero exulting in his ftrength, and rufhing
towards his foes, exclaims,

"
My beating foul

"
is high ! My [fame is bright before me, like

*' the ftreak of light on a cloud when the broad
*' fun
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*' fun comes forth, red traveller of the fky !"

On another occafion, fays a hero,
"

I have met
" the battle in my youth. My arm could not
*c

lift the fpear when firft the danger rofe ; but
"
my foul brightened before the war as the

"
green narrow vale, when the fun pours his

"
ftreamy beams, before he hides his head in a

" ftorm !"

But it would exceed the proper bounds of this

paper, were I to bring together all the paflages

which might illuftrate my remarks. Without,

therefore, quoting the beautiful addrefs to the

Sun, which finimes the fecond book of Temora,
or that at the beginning of CarrlSlhura^ I mail

conclude with laying before my readers that

fublime pafiage at the end of Carthon^ where the

aged bard, thrown into melancholy by the re-

membrance of that hero, thus pours himfelf

forth :

<c
I feel the fun, O Malvina ! leave me to

"
my reft. The beam of Heaven delights to

<c ihine on the grave of Carthon j
I feel it warm

" around.
" O thou that rolleft above, round as

<c the fhield of my fathers ! whence are thy
"

beams, O Sun ? thy everlafting light ! Thou
" comeft forth in thy awful beauty, and the
* e

ftars hide themfelves in the fky : The moon,
" cold and pale, finks in the weftern wave, but
* c thou thyfelf moved alone: who can be a

" a com-
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" a companion of thy courfe ? The oaks of the
" mountain fall ; the mountains themfelves de-
"

cay with years ;
the ocean fhrinks, and grows

"
again ; the moon herfelf is loft in Heaven ;

" but thou art for ever the fame, rejoicing in the
"

brightnefs of thy courfe. When the world
"

is dark with temped; when thunder rolls,
" and lightning flies, thou lookeft in thy beauty
" from the clouds, and laugheft at the ftorm.
" But to Offian thou lookeft in vain ; for he
" beholds thy beams no more ; whether thy
"

yellow hair flows on the eaftern clouds, orthou
" trembleft at the gates of the weft. But thou
"

art, perhaps like me, for a feafon, and thy
"

years will have an end. Thou flialt deep in
*'

thy clouds, carelefs of the voice of the morn-
"

ing. Exult then, O Sun, in the ftrength of
"

thy youth ! Age is dark and unlovely ; it is

"
like the glimmering light of the moon when

"
it mines through broken clouds ; the blaft of

" the north is on the plain, and the traveller

w flirinks in the midft of his journey."

G
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N 14. SATURDAY, March 13, 1779.

Inertibus horis

Ducere follicitse jucunda oblivia vitse. HOR.

THERE
are fome weaknefles, which, as they

do not flrike us with the malignity of

crimes, and produce their effects hy impercep-
tible progrefs, we are apt to confider as venial,

and make very little fcruple of indulging. But

the habit, which apologizes for thefe, is a mif-

chief of their own creation, which it behoves us

early to refift. We give way to it at firft, be-

caufe it may be conquered at any time ; and, at

laft, excufe ourfelves from the conteft, becaufe it

has grown too ftrong to be overcome
1

.

Of this nature is indolence^ a failing, I had

almoft faid a vice, of all others the leaft alarm-

ing, yet, perhaps, the moft fatal. Diflipation

and intemperance are often the tranfient effects

of youthful heat, which time allays, and expe-
rience overcomes ;

but indolence "
grows with

" our growth, and ftrengthens with our ftrength,"

till it has weakened every exertion of public ana

private duty ; yet fo feducing, that its evils are

unfelt, and its errors unrepented of.

It is a circumftance of peculiar regret, that

this Ihould often be the propenfity of delicate

and
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and amiable minds. Men unfeeling and unfuf-

ceptible, commonly beat the beaten track with

activity and refolution ; the occupations they

purfue, and the enjoyments they feel, feldom

much difappoint the expectations they have

formed ; but perfons endowed with that nice

perception of pleafure and pain which is an-

nexed to fenfibility, feel fo much undefcrib-

able uneafinefs in their purfuits, and frequently
fo little fatisfaction in their attainments, that

they are too often induced to fit (till, without at-

tempting the one or defiring the other.

The complaints which fuch perfons make of

their want of that fuccefs which attends men of

inferior abilities, are as unjuft as unavailing. It

is from the ufe, not the pofleflion, of talents, that

we get on in life : the exertion of very moderate

parts outweighs the indecifion of the brighteft.

Men poflefTed of the firft, do things tolerably,

and are fatisfied; of the laft, forbear doing things

well, becaufe they have ideas beyond them.

When I firft refolved to publifh this paper,
I applied to feveral literary friends for their aid

in carrying it on. From one gentleman in

London, I had, in particular, very fanguine

expectations of affiftance. His genius and abi-

lities I had early opportunities of knowing, and
he is now in a fituation moft favourable to fuch

productions, as he lives amidft the great and the

bufy world, without being much occupied either

by
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by ambition or bufmefs. His compofitions at

college, wheri I firft became acquainted with

him, were remarkable for elegance and inge-

nuity ; and, as I knew he ftill fpent much of

his time in reading the beft writers, ancient and

modern, I made no doubt of his having attained

fuch farther improvement of ftyle, and exten-

fion of knowledge, as would render him a very

valuable contributor to the MIRROR.

A few days ago, more than four months after

I had fent him my letter, I received the follow-

ing anfwer to it.

London, ifl March, 1779.

MY DEAR FRIEND,

T A M afliamed to look on the date of this let-

ter, and to recollect that of yours. I will

not, however, add the fin of hypocrify to my
other failings, by informing you, as is often

done in fuch cafes, that hurry of bufinefs, or

want of health, has prevented me from anfwer-

ing your letter. I will frankly confefs, that I

have had abundance of leifure, and been perfectly

well fmce I received it ;
I can add, though, per-

haps, you may not fo eafily believe me, that I

have had as much inclination as opportunity ;

but the truth is (you know my weaknefs that

way), I have wifhed, refolved, and re-refolved

2 tO
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to write, as I do by many other things, without

the power of accomplifhing it. That difeafe of

indolence, which you and my other companions
ufed to laugh at, grows ftronger and ilronger

upon me ; my fymptoms, indeed, are mortal ;

for I begin now to lofe the power of ftruggling

againft the malady, fometimes to fliut my ears

againft felf-admonition, and admit of it as a law-

ful indulgence.

Your letter, acquainting me of the defign of

publifhing a periodical paper, and afking my
affiftance in carrying it on, found me in one of

the paroxyfms of my diforder. The fit feemed

to give way to the call of friendfhip. I got up
from, my eafy chair, walked two or three turns

through the room, read your letter again, looked

at the Spectators, which flood, neatly bound

and gilt, in the front of my book-prefs, called

for pen, ink, and paper, and fat down, in the

fervour of imagination, ready to combat vice,

to encourage virtue, to form the manners, and

to regulate the tafte of millions of my fellow-

fubjects. A field fruitful and unbounded lay

before me
;

I began to fpeculate on the prevail-

ing vices and reigning follies of the times, the

thoufand topics which might arife for declama-

tion, fatire, ridicule, and humour; the picture

of manners, the fhades of character, the deli-

cacies of fentiment. I was bewildered amidft

this multitude and variety of fubjects, and fat

dreaming
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dreaming over the redundancy of matter and the

eafe of writing, till the morning was fpent, and

my fervant announced dinner.

I arofe, fatisfied with having thought much,

and laid in ftore for writing much on fubjedls

proper for your paper. I dined, if you will

allow me the expreffion, in company with thofe

thoughts, and drank half a bottle of wine after

dinner to our better acquaintance. When my
man took away, I returned to my ftudy, fat

down at my writing-table, folded my paper into

proper margins, wrote the word Mirror a-top,

and filling my pen again, drew up the curtain,

and prepared to delineate the fcene before me.

But I found things not quite in the fituation

I had left them ; the groupes were more con-

fufed, the figures lefs ftrikmg, the colours lefs

vivid, than I had feen them before dinner. I

continued, however, to look on them I

know not how long ; for I was waked from

a very found nap, at half an hour paft fix,

by Peter afking me, if I chofe to drink cof-

fee.

I was amamed and vexed at the fituation in

which he found me. I drank my firft difh ra-

ther out of humour with myfelf ; but, during
the fecond, I began to account for it from natural

caufes ; and, before the third was rimmed, had

refolved that ftudy was improper after repletion^

and concluded the evening with the adventures

of
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of one of the three Callendars^ out of the Arabian

Nights Entertainments.

For all this arrear, I drew, refolutely, on to-

morrow, and after breakfaft prepared myfelf ac-

cordingly. I had actually gone fo far as to

write three introductory fentences, all of which

I burnt, and was juft blacking the letter T for

the beginning of a fourth, when Peter opened
the door, and announced a gentleman, an old

acquaintance,' whom I had not feen for a con-

fiderable time. After he had fat with me for

more than an hour, he rofe to go away ;
I pulled

out my watch, and I will fairly own I was not

forry to find it within a few minutes of one : fo

I gave up the morning for loft, and invited my-
felf to accompany my friend in fome vifits he

propofed making. Our tour concluded in a

dinner at a tavern, whence we repaired to the

play, and did not part till midnight. I went to

bed without much felf-reproach, by confidering,

that intercourfe with the world fits a man for re-

forming it.

I need not go through every day of the fub-

fequent month, during which I remained in

town, though there feldom paffed one that did

not remind me of what I owed to your friend-

fhip. It is enough to tell you, that, during the

firft fortnight, I always found fome apology for

delaying the execution of my purpofe ; and,

during the laft, contented myfelf with the prof-
VOL. i. H, peft
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peel of the leifure I fhould foon enjoy in the

country, to which I was invited by a relation to

fpend fome time with him previous to his com-

ing to town for the winter. I arrived at his

houie about the middle of December. I looked

on his fields, his walks, and his woods, which

the extreme mildnefs of the feafon had ftill left

in the garb of Thwijons philofophic melancholy,
as fcenes full of infpiration, in which Genius

might try her wings, and WifdoYn meditate,

without interruption. But I am obliged to own,

that, though I have walked there many a time ;

though my fancy was warmed with the fcene,

and mot out into a thoufand excurfions over the

regions of romance, of melancholy, of fenti-

ment, of humour, of criticifm, and of fcience,

fhe returned, like the firft meflenger of Noa/j,

without having found a refting-place ; and I

have, at laft, (trolled back to the houfe, where

I fat liftlefs in my chamber, with the irkfome

confcioufnefs of fome unperformed refolution,

from which I was glad to be relieved by a fum-

mons to billiards, or a call to dinner.

Thus have I returned to town, as unprofitable

in the moments of folitude and retirement, as in

thofe of bufmefs or fociety. Do not fmile at the

word bujinefs ; what would be idlenefs to you,
is to me very ferious employment ; befides, you
know very well, that to be idle, is often to be

kail at leifuxe. I am now almoft hardy enough
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to lay afide altogether my refolution of writing
in your paper ; but I find that refolution a fort

of bond againft me, till you are good enough to

cancel it, by faying, you do not expert me to

write. I have made a more than ordinary effort

to give you this fmcere account of my attempts

to aflift you. I have at leaft the confolation of

thinking that you will not need my afliftance.

Believe me, with all my failings,

Moft fincerely and affectionately yours,

P. S. I have juft now learned by accident,

that my nephew, a lad of fifteen, who is come
to town from Harrow fchool, and lives at pre-

fent with me, having feen one of your Numbers
about a week ago, has already written, and in-

tends tranfmitting you, a political eflay, figned

AriJlldcS) a pa ftoral fubfcribed X. Y. and an

acroftic on Mifs E. M. without a fignature.

V

N 15. TUESDAY, March 16, 1779*

Do&rina fed vim promovet infitam,

Re&ique cultus petora roborant. HOR.

TTOWEVER widely the thinking part of man-
A kind may have differed as to the proper
mode of conducting education, they have always

H 2 been
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been unanimous in their opinion of its import-
ance. The outward effects of it are obferved

by the moft inattentive. They know, that the

clown and the dancing-mqfter are the fame from

the hand of nature
; and, although a little far-

ther reflection is requifite to perceive the effects

of culture on the internal fenfes, it cannot be

difputed that the mind, like the body, when ar-

rived at firmnefs and maturity, retains the im-

preffions it received in a more pliant and tender

age.

The greateft part of mankind, born to labour

for their fubfiftence, are fixed in habits of in-

duftry by the iron hand of neceflity. They
have little time or opportunity for the cultivation

of the underftanding ; the errors and immo-
ralities in their conduct, that flow from the want

of thofe fentiments which education is intended

to produce, will, on that account, meet with in-

dulgence from every benevolent mind. But

thofe who are placed in a confpicuous ftation,

whofe vices become more complicated and de-

flru&ive, by the abufe of knowledge, and the

mifapplication of improved talents, have no title

to the fame indulgence. Their guilt is height-
ened by the rank and fortune which protect them

from punimment, and which, in fome degree,

preferve them from that infamy their conduit

has merited.

I hold
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I hold it, then, uncontrovertible, that the

higher the rank, the more urgent is the necef-

fity for ftoring the mind with the principles, and

directing the paffions to the practice, of public

and private virtue. Perhaps it might not be im-

poflible to form plans of education, to lay down

rules, and contrive inftitutions, for the inftruc-

tion of youth of all ranks, that would have a

general influence upon manners. But this is

an attempt too arduous for a private hand
;

it

can be expected only from the great council of

the nation^ when they mall be pleafed to apply
their experienced wifdom and penetration to fo

material an object, which, in fome future period,

may be found not lefs deferving their attention

than thofe important debates in which they are

frequently engaged, which they conduct with

an elegance, a decorum, and a public fpirit, be-

coming the incorrupted, difinterefted, virtuous
"

reprefentatives of a great and flourifhing people.

While in expectation of this, perhaps diftant,

sera, I hope it will not be unacceptable to my
readers to fuggeft fome hints that may be ufe-

ful in the education of the gentleman, to try if

it be not poflible to form an alliance between the

virtues and the graces, the man and the citizen,

and produce a being lefs dimonourable to the

fpecies than the courtier of Lord Chejlerfieldy

and more ufeful to fociety than the favage of

Roujfeau.

H 3 The
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The fagacious Locke^ toward the end of the

laft century, gave to the Public forne thoughts
on education, the general merit of which leaves

room to regret that he did not find time, as he

feemed once to have intended, to revife what he

had written, and give a complete, treatife on the

fubject. But, with all the veneration I feel for

that great man, and all the refpect that is due to

him, I cannot help being of opinion, that fome

of his obfervations have laid the foundation of

that defective fyftem of education, the fatal con-

fequences of which are fo well defcribed by my
Correfpondent in the Letter publifhed in my
Fourth Number. Mr. Locke, fenfible of the

labyrinth with which the pedantry of the learned

had furrounded all the avenues to fcience, fuc-

cefsfully employed the flrength of his genius to

trace knowledge to her fource, and point out

the direct road to fucceeding generations. Dif-

gufted with the fchoolmen, he, from a prejudice

to which even great minds are liable, feems to

have contracted a diflike to every thing they

taught, and even to the languages in which they
wrote. He fcruples not to fpeak ofgrammar as

unneceflary to the perfect knowledge either of

the dead or living languages, and to affirm, that

a part of the years thrown away in the ftudy of

Greek and Latin^ would be better employed in

learning the trades of gardeners and turners;

as if it were a fitter and more ufeful recreation

2 for
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for a gentleman to plant potatoes, and to make

chefs-boards and fnuff-boxes, than to ftudy the

beauties of Cicero and Homer.

It will be allowed by all, that the great pur-

pofe of education is to form the man and th6

citizen, that he may be virtuous, happy in him-

felf, and ufeful to fociety. To attain this end,

his education fhould begin, as it were, from his

birth, and be continued till he arrive at firmnefs

and maturity of mind, as well as of body. Sin-

cerity, truth, juftice, and humanity, are to be

cultivated from the firft dawnings of memory-
and obfervation. As the powers of thefe in-

creafe, the genius and dirpofition unfold them-

felves
;

it then becomes neceflary to check, in

the bud, every propenfity to folly or to vice;

to root out every mean, felfifh, and ungenerous
fentiment

;
to warm and animate the heart in

the purfuit of virtue and honour. The expe-
rience of ages has hitherto difcovered no furer

method of giving right imprerTions to young
minds, than by frequently exhibiting to them
thofe bright examples which hiftory affords,

and, by that means, infpiring them with thofe

fentiments of public and private virtue which
breathe in the writings of the fages of

antiquity.
In this view, I have ever confidered the ac-

quifition of the dead languages as a moft im-

portant branch in the education of a gentleman.
Not to mention that the flownefs with which he

H 4 acquires
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acquires them, prevents his memory from being
loaded with facts fafter than his growing reafon

can compare and diftinguifh, he becomes ac-

quainted by degrees with the virtuous characters

of ancient times; he admires their juftice, tem-

perance, fortitude, and public fpirit, and burns

with a defire to imitate them. The impreffions

thefe have made, and the reftraints to which he

has been accuftomed, ferve as a check to the

many tumultuous paffions which the ideas of re-

ligion alone would, at that age, be unable to

controul. Every victory he obtains over him-

felf ferves as a new guard to virtue. When he

errs, he becomes fenfible of his weaknefs, which,
at the fame time that it teaches him moderation,
and forgivenefs to others, {hows the neceflity of

keeping a ftricter watch over his own actions.

During thefe combats, his reafoning faculties

expand, his judgment ftrengthens, and, while

he becomes acquainted with the corruptions

of the world, he fixes himfelf in the practice

of virtue.

A man thus educated, enters upon the theatre

of the world with many and great advantages.

Accuftomed to reflection, acquainted with hu-

man nature, the ftrength of virtue, and depra-

rity of vice, he can trace actions to their fource,

and be enabled, in the affairs of life, to avail

himfelf of the wifdom and experience of paft

ages.

Very
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Very different is the modern plan of edu-

cation followed by many, efpecially with the

children of perfons in fuperior rank. They
are introduced into the world almoft from their

very infancy. In place of having their minds

ftored with the bright examples of antiquity, or

thofe of modern times, the firft knowledge they

acquire is of the vices with which they are fur-

rounded ; and they learn what mankind are,

without ever knowing what they ought to be.

Poffeffed of no fentiment of virtue, of no focial

affection, they indulge, to the utmoft of their

ability, the gratification of every felfifh appetite,

without any other reftraint than what felf-intereft

dictates. In men thus educated, youth is not

the feafon of virtue ; they have contracted the

cold indifference and all the vices of age, long
before they arrive at manhood. If they attain

to the great offices of the (late, they become

minifters as void of knowledge as of principle;

equally regardlefs of the national honour as of

their own, their fyftem of government (if it

can be called a fyftem) looks not beyond the

prefent moment, and any apparent exertions for

the public good, are meant only as props to fup-

port themfelves in office. In the field, at the

head of armies, indifferent as to the fate of their

fellow-fold iers, or of their country, they make
their power the minifter of their pleafures. If

the wifdom of their fovereign fhould, happily

for
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for himfelf and his country, flint them out from

his councils, fhould they be confined to a pri-

vate flation, finding no entertainment in their

own breafts, as void of friends as incapable

of friendfhip, they fmk reflection in a life of

diffipation.

If the probable confequences of thofe different

modes of education be fuch as I have mentioned,

there can be little doubt to which the preference

belongs, even though that which is preferred

fhould be lefs conducive than its oppofite to

thofe elegant accomplifhments which decorate

fociety. But, upon examination, I believe even

this objection will vanifh ; for, although I wil-

lingly admit, that a certain degree of pedantry

is infeparable from the learning of the divine,

the phyfician, or the lawyer, which a late com-

merce with the world is unable to wear off, yet

learning is, in no refpect, inconfiftent, either

with that graceful eafe and elegance of addrefs

peculiar to men of fafliion, or with what, in

modern phrafe, is called knowledge of the world.

The man of fuperior accomplishments will, in-

deed, be indifferent about many things which

are the chief objects of attention to the modern

fine gentleman. To conform to. all the minute

changes of the mode, to be admired for the

gaudinefs of his equipage, to boaft of his fuc-

cefs in intrigue, or publiili favours he never re-

ceived,
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ceived, will to him appear frivolous and dif-

honourable.

As many of the bad effects of the prefent

fyftem of education may be attributed to a pre-

mature introduction into the world, I {hall con-

clude this paper, by reminding thofe parents

and guardians who are fo anxious to bring their

children and pupils early into public life, that

one of the firieft gentlemen, the brighter! ge-

niufes, the moft ufeful and beft informed citi-

zens of which antiquity has left us an example,
did not think himfelf qualified to appear in pub-
lic till the age of twenty-fix, and continued his

ftudies, for ibme years after, under the eminent

teachers of Greece and Rome.

H

N 16. SATURDAY, March 20, 1779.

O prima vera, gioventu de 1'anno,

Bella madre di fiori,

D'erbe novelle, e di novelli amori ;

Tu torni ben, ma teco

Nojtornano i fereni

E fortunati dTdeJle mie gioie. GuARiNl.

H E effects of the return of Spring have been

frequently remarked, as well in relation

to the human mind, as to the animal and vege-
table
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table world. The reviving power of this fea-

fon has been traced from the fields to the herds

that inhabit them, and from the lower claries of

beings up to man. Gladnefs and joy are de-

fcribed as prevailing through univerfal nature,

animating the low of the cattle, the carrol of the

birds, and the pipe of the fhepherd.

I know not if it be from a fingular, or a

cenfurable difpofition, that I have often felt in

my own mind fomething very different from

this gaiety, fuppofed to be the infeparable at-

tendant of the vernal fcene. Amidft the re-

turning verdure of the earth, the mildnefs of

the air, and the ferenity of the iky, I have

found a ftill and quiet melancholy take pofleflion

of my foul, which the beauty of the landfcape,

and the melody of the birds, rather foothed than

overcame.

Perhaps fome reafon may be given why this

fort of feeling mould prevail over the mind, in

thofe moments of deeper penflvenefs to which

every thinking mind is liable, more at this time

of the year than at any other. Spring, as the

renewal of verdure and of vegetation, becomes

naturally the feafon of remembrance. We are

furrounded with objects new only in their re-

vival, but which we acknowledge as our ac-

quaintance in the years that are paft. Winter,

which flopped the progreffion of nature, re-

mpved them from us for a while, and we meet,

like
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like friends long parted, with emotions rather of

tenderneis than of gaiety.

This train of ideas once awaked, memory
follows over a very extenfive field. And, in

iuch a difpofition of mind, objects of cheerful-

nefs and delight are, from thofe very qualities,

the moft adapted to infoire that milder fort of

fadnefs which, in the language of our -native

bard, is
"

pleafant and mournful to the foul."

They will infpire this, not only from the recol-

lection of the pail, but from the profpect of the

future ; as an anxious parent, amidft the fportive

gaiety of the child, often thinks of the cares of

manhood and the forrows of age.

This effect will, at leaft, be commonly felt,

by perfons who have lived long enough to fee,

and had reflection enough to obferve, the vi-

ciflitudes of life. Even thofe who have never

experienced fevere calamities, will find, in the

review of their years, a thoufand inftances of

fallacious promifes and difappointed hopes. The
dream of childhood, and the project of youth,
have vanifhed to give place to fenfations of a

very different kind. In the peace and beauty of

the rural fcene which fpring firft unfolds to us,

we are apt to recall the former ftate, with an

exaggerated idea of its happinefs, and to feel the

prefent with increafed diflatisfaclion.

But the pencil of memory flops not with the

reprefentation of ourfelves; it traces alfo the

companions
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companions and friends of our early days, and

marks the changes which they have undergone.
It is a dizzy fort of recollection to think over

the names of our fchool-fellows, and to con-

fider how very few of them the maze of acci-

dents, and the fweep of time, have left within

our reach. This, however, is lefs pointed than

the reflection on the fate of thofe whom affinity

or friendship linked to our fide, whom diftance

of place, premature death, or (fometimes not a

lefs painful confideration) eftrarigement of affec-

tion, has disjoined from us for ever.

I am not fure if the difpofition to reflections

of this fort be altogether a fafe or a proper one.

I am aware, that, if too much indulged, or al-

lowed to become habitual, it may difqualify the

mind for the more active and buftling fcenes of

life, and unfit it for the enjoyments of ordinary

fociety ; but, in a certain degree, I am perfuaded
it may be found ufeful. We are all of us too

little inclined to look into our own minds, all

apt to put too high a value on the things of this

life. But a man under the impreffions I have

defcribed, will be led to look into himfelf, and

will fee the vanity of fetting his heart upon ex-

ternal enjoyment. He will feel nothing of that

unfocial fpirit which gloomy and afcetic feverities

infpire ; but the gentle, and not unpleafing

melancholy that will be diffufed over his foul,

will fill it with a calm and fweet benevolence,

will
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will elevate him much above any mean or felfifti

paflion. It will teach him to look upon the reft

of the world as his brethren, travelling the fame

road, and fubject to the like calamities with him-

felf ;
it will prompt his wim to alleviate and af-

fuage the bitternefs of their fufferings, and ex-

tinguifh in his heart every fentiment of malevo-

lence or of envy.
Amidft the tide of pleafure which flows on a

mind of little fenfibility, there may be much fo-

cial joy without any focial affection ; but, in a

heart of the mould I allude to above, though the

joy may be lefs, there will, I believe, be more

happinefs and more virtue.

It is rarely from the precepts of the moralift,

or the mere fenfe of duty, that we acquire the

virtues of gentlenefs, difmtereftednefs, benevo-*

lence, and humanity. The feelings muft be

won, as well as the reafon convinced, before

men change their conduct. To them the world

addreffes itfelf, and is heard : it offers pleafure

to the prefent hour ; and the promife of fatif-

faction in the future is too often preached in

vain. But he who can feel that luxury of pen-
live tendernefs of which I have given fome faint

{ketches in this paper, will not eafily be won
from the pride of virtue, and the dignity of

thought, to the inordinate gratifications of vice,

or the intemperate amufements of folly.

V
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N 17. TUESDAY, March 23, 1779.

Infanit veteres ftatuas Damafippus emendo. HOR.

To the EDITOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,
A S I am perfuaded that you will not think

it without the province of a work fuch as

yours, to throw your eye fometimes upon the

inferior ranks of life, where there is any error

that calls loud for amendment, I will make no

apology for fending you the following narra-

tive:

I was married, about five years ago, to a

young man in a good way of bufinefs as a grocer,

whofe character, for fobriety and diligence in

his trade, was fuch as to give me the affurance

of a very comfortable eftablifhment in the mean

time, and, in cafe Providence fhould blefs us

with children, the profpect of making a tolera-

ble provifion for them. For three years after

our marriage there never was a happier couple.

Our mop was fo well frequented, as to require

the conftant attendance of both of us ; and, as

Jit was ray greateft pleafure to fee the cheerful

activity
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Activity of my hufband, and the obliging at-

tention which he fliowed to every cuftomer, he

has often, during that happy time, declared to

me, that the fight of my face behind the counter

(though indeed, Sir, my looks are but homely)
made him think his humble condition far more

blelfed than that of the wealthieft of our neigh-

bours, whofe pofleffions deprived them of the

high fatisfaction of purchafmg, by their daily

labour, the comfort and happinefs of a beloved

object.

In the evenings, after our fmall repaft, which,
if the day had been more than ufually bufy, we
fometimes ventured to finifh with a glafs or two

of punch ; while my hufband was conftantly

engaged with his books and accounts, it was

my employment to fit by his fide knitting, and,
at the fame time, to tend the cradle of our firft

child, a girl, who is now a fine prattling crea-

ture of four years of age, and begins already

to give me fome little affiftance in the care of

her younger brother and fifter.

Such was the picture of our little family, in

which we once enjoyed all the happinefs that

virtuous induftry, and the moft perfect affection,

can beftow. But thofe pleafing days, Mr. MIR-

ROR, are now at an end.

The fources ofunhappinefs in my fituation are

very different from thofe of other unfortunate

married perfons. It is not of my hufband's idle-

VOL. i. i nefs
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nefs or extravagance, his ill-nature or his avarice,

that I have to complain ; neither are we un-

happy from any decreafe of affection, or dif-

agreement in our opinions. But I will not,

Sir, keep you longer in fufpence. In fhort, it is

my misfortune that my hufband is become a

Man of Tafte.

The firft fympton of this malady, for it is

now become a difeafe indeed, manifefted itfelf,

as I have faid, about two years ago, when it

was my hufband's ill luck to receive one day
from a cuftomer, in payment of a pound of

fugar, a crooked piece of filver, which he, at

firft, miftook for a fhilling, but found, on ex-

amination, to have fome ftrange characters upon

it, which neither of us could make any thing of.

An acquaintance coming in, who, it feems, had

fome knowledge of thofe matters, declared it at

once to be a very curious coin of Alexander the

y'bird ; and, affirming that he knew a virtuofo

who would be extremely glad to be poffeffed of

it, bid him half a guinea for it upon the fpot.

My poorhufband, who knevvas little of Alexander

the Third, as of Alexander the Great, or his other

namefake, the Copper/faith^ was neverthelefs per-

fuaded, from the extent of the offer, and the

opinion he had of his friend's difcernment, that

he was poffefled of a very valuable curiofity ;

and in this he was fully confirmed, when, on

{hewing it to the virtuofo above mentioned, he

was
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was immediately offered triple the former fum.

This too was rejected, and the crooked coin was

now judged to be ineftimable. It would tire

your patience, Mr. MIRROR, to defcribe mi-

nutely the progrefs of my hufband's delirium.

The neighbours foon heard of our acquifition,

and flocked to be indulged with a fight of it.

Others who had valuable curiofities of the fame

kind, but who were prudent enough not to reckon

them quite beyond all price, were, by much en-

treaty, prevailed on by my hufband to exchange
them for guineas, halfguineas, and crown pieces ;

fo that, in about a month's time, he could boaft

of being poffeffed of twenty pieces, all of inefti-

mable value, which cofl him only the trifling

fum of i8/. 12 s. 6d.

But the malady did not reft here ; it is a

dreadful thing, Mr. MIRROR, to get a tqfte.

It ranges from " heaven above, to the earth
"

beneath, and to the waters under the earth."

Every production of nature, or of art, remark-

able either for beauty or deformity, but parti-

cularly if either fcarce or old^ is now the object

of my hufband's avidity. The profits of our

bufmefs, once confiderable, but now daily di-

minifhing, are expended, not only on coins,

but on {hells, lumps of different coloured ftones,

dried butterflies, old pictures, ragged books, and

worm-eaten parchments.

j a Our
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Our houfe, which it was once my higheft

pleafure to keep in order, it would be now

equally vain to attempt cleaning as the ark of

Noah. The children's bed is fupplied by an

Indian canoe-, and the poor little creatures deep
three of them in a hammock, flung up to the

roof between afluffed crocodile and the fkeleton

of a calf with two heads. Even the commodi-

ties of our fhop have been turned out to make

room for trafh and vermin. Kites, owls, and

bats, are perched upon the top of our fhelves ;

and it was but yefterday, that, putting my hand

into a glafs jar that ufed to contain pickles,

I laid hold of a large tarantula in place of a

matigoe.

In the bitternefs of my foul, Mr. MIRROR,
I have been often tempted to revenge myfelf on

the objects of my hufband's phrenzy, by burn-

ing, fmalhing, and deftroying them without

mercy ; but, befides that fuch violent procedure

might have effects too dreadful upon a brain

which, I fear, is already much unfettled, I could

not take fuch a courfe, without being guilty

of a fraud to our creditors, feveral of whom
will, I believe, fooner or later, find it their

only means of reimburfement, to take back each

man his own monfters.

Meantime, Sir, as my hufband conftantly

perufes your paper (one inftance of his tafte

which I cannot objed to),
I have fome fmall

hopes
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hopes that a good effeft may be produced by

giving him a fair view of himfelf in your moral

looking-glafs. If fuch fhould be the happy

confequence of your publifhing this letter, you
fhall have the fmcereft thanks of a grateful

heart, from your now difconfolate humble fer-

vant,

REBECCA PRUNE.

I cannot help exprefling my fufpicion, that

Mrs. Rebecca Prune has got fomebody to write

her letter. If fhe wrote it herfelf, I am afraid

it may be thought that the grocer's wife, who is

fo knowing in what fhe defcribes, and canjoke fo

learnedly on her Jpoufe's ignorance of the three

Alexanders^ has not much reafon to complain of

her hufband being a man of tqfte.

Her cafe, however, is truly diftrefsful, and in

the particular fpecies of her hulband's diforder,

rather uncommon. The tafte of a man in his

ftation generally looks for fome reputation from

his neighbours and the world, and walks out of
doors to (hew itfelf to both.

I remember, a good many years ago, to have

vifited the villa of a citizen of Batb^ who had

made a confiderable fortune by the profeffion of

a toyman in that city. It was curious to obferve

how much he had carried the ideas of his trade

into his houfe and grounds, if fuch might be

called a kind of Gothic building, of about 18

i 3 feet
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feet by 12, and an inclofure, fomewhat fhort of

an acre. The firft had only a few clofets with-

in
; but it made a moft gallant and warlike {hew

without. It had turrets about the fize of the

king at nine pins, and batt'cments like the fide-

cruft of a Chriftmas goofe-pye. To complete the

appearance of a cajlle, we entered by a draw-

bridge, which, in conftruction and dimenfions,

exactly refembled the lid of a travelling-trunk.

To the right of the houfe was a puddle, which,

however, was dignified with the name of a har-

bour, defended by two redoubts, under cover of

which lay a veflfel of the fize of an ordinary

bathing-tub, mounting a parcel of old toothpick-

cafes, fitted up into guns, and manned with fome

of the toyman's little family of play-thing figures,

with red jackets and ftriped trowfers, whom he

had imprefled into the fervice. The place where

this veflel lay, a fat little man, whom I had met

on the more, who feemed an intimate acquaint-
ance of the proprietor, informed me was call-

ed Spithead, and the fhip's name, he told me,

pointing to the picture on her ftern, was the

Viclory.

This gentleman afterwards conduced me, not

without fome fear, acrofs a Chinefe bridge, to

a pagoda, in which it was neceflary to afiume the

pofture of devotion, as there was not room to

ftand upright. On the fides of the greatferpen-

tlne 'walk, as he termed it, by which we returned

from
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from this edifice, I found a device, which my
Cicerone looked upon as a mafter-ftroke of genius.
The ground was fhaped into the figures of the

different fuits of cards ; fo that here was the

heart walk, the diamond walk, the club walk, and

\hzfpade walk ; the laft of which had the addi-

tional advantage of being fure to produce a pun.
On my obferving how pleafant and ingenious all

this was, my conductor anfwered,
"
Ay, ay, let

" him alone for that ; he has given them a little

<c of every thing, you fee ; and fo he may, Sir,
"

for he can very well afford it."

I believe we muft reil the matter here. la

this land of freedom there is no reftraining the

liberty of being ridiculous ; I would only intreat

Mr. Prune^ and indeed many of his betters, to

have fome regard for their wives and families,

and not to make fools of themfelves, till, like the-

Bath toyman, they can very well afford if.
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N 3
1 8. SATURDAY, March 27, 1779.

Laudabunt alii claram Rhodan aut Mytelenen. HOR,

ING is more amufing to a traveller,

than to obferve the different characters of

the inhabitants of the countries through which

he paffes ;
and to find, upon croffing a river or

a mountain, as marked a difference in the man-

ners, the fentiments, and the opinions of the

people, as in their appearance, their drefs, or

their language. Thus, the eafy vivacity of the

French, is as oppofite to the dignified gravity ofthe

Spaniard, on the one hand, as it is to the phleg-
matic dulnefs of the German on the other. But,

though all allow that every nation hasfome ftriking

feature, fome diftinguiming charadteriftic, philo-

fophers are not agreed as to the caufes of that

diftintion. Montefquieu has exerted all the

powers of his genius to prove, that difference

of climate is the chief, or the only caufe of the

difference of national characters; and it is not fur-

prifing that the opinion of fo great a man fhould

have gained much ground. None of his fol-

lowers has carried the matter farther than the

author of Recbercbes Pbilofopbiquesfur les Ame-

2
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y
whofe chief object feems to have been

to (how, that the climate of America is of fuch

a nature, that, from its baneful influence, even

the human fpecies has degenerated in that quarter

of the globe.

I muft confefs, however, that I have often

doubted as to the juftnefs of this opinion ; and,

though I do not mean to deny that climate has

an influence on man, as well as on other animals,

I cannot help thinking that Moniefquieu^ and the

writers who have adopted his fyftem, have at-

tributed by far too much to it.

It muft be allowed, that man is lefs affeded

by the influence of climate than any other ani-

mal. But of all the human race, an American

favage feems to approach the neareft, in the ge-
neral condition of his life, to the brute creation,

and, of confequence, ought to be moft fubjecl: to

the power of climate. And yet, if we compare
an Indian with an European peafant or manu-

facturer, we lhall be apt to think, that the for-

mer, confidered as an individual, holds a higher
rank in the fcale of being than the latter.

The favage, quitting his cabin, goes to the

aflembly of his tribe, and there delivers his fen-

timents on the affairs of his little nation with a

fpirit, a force, and an energy, that might do

honour to an European orator. Thence he goes
to make war upon his foes ; and, in the field,

difcovers a fagacity in his ftratagems, a boldnefs
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in his defigns, a perfeverance in his operations,

joined with a patience of fatigue and of fuffer-

iag, that have long been objects of admiration,

anii which filled the inhabitants of the Old World,

when they firft beheld them, with wonder and

aftonifhment. How fuperior fuch a being to one

occupied, day after day, in turning the head of

SLfin, or forming the fhape of a button, and pof-

fefling not one idea beyond the bufmefs in which

he is immediately employed 1

It may perhaps be objected, that no fair com-

parifon can be made where the ftate of fociety

is fo different, the neceflary effect of civiliza-

tion being to introduce a diftinction of ranks,

and to fink the lower orders of men far beneath

that ftation to which by nature they are entitled.

But allowing this obfervation to be juft, we fhall

find, upon comparing the favage of America

with the favage of Europe, as defcribed by
Caefar and Tacitus, that the former is at leaft

equal to the latter in all the virtues above enu-

merated.

We need not, however, go fo far for inftarices,

to mow, that other caufes act more powerfully
than climate, in forming the manners, and fix-

ing the characters of men. London and Paris

are, at prefent, the firft cities in Europe, in point

of opulence and number of inhabitants ; and in

no other part of the weftern world are the polite

and elegant arts cultivated to fuch advantage.

But
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But the inhabitants of thofe cities differ eflen-

tially in manners, fentiments, and opinions ;

while, at the fame time, they breathe an air fo

very much alike, that it is impoffible to impute
that difference, in any confiderable degree, to

difference of climate ; and, perhaps, it may not

be a difficult tafk to point out various other caufes

which may enable us to account fufficiently for

the diftinction between the national character of

the two people.

In France, the power of the great nobles

was fooner reduced within bounds than in

England-, and, in proportion as their power
fell, that of the monarch rofe. But no fooner

was the authority of the crown eftabliflied on a

firm bafis, than the court became an object of the

firft attention and importance. Every man of

genius, of diftinclion, and of rank, haftened

thither, in hopes of meeting with that encou-

ragement which his talents merited, or of being
able to difplay, on the only proper theatre, thofe

advantages which he pofiefTed, either in reality,

or in his own imagination.

Thus Paris, the feat of the court, became the

centre of all that was great and noble, elegant
and polite. The manners every day became

more and more polifhed ;
and no man who did

not poflefs the talents riecefTary to make himfelf

agreeable, could expect to rife in the world,

however great his abilities might otherwife be.

The
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The pleafures of fociety were cultivated with

care and afliduity ; and nothing tended more to

promote them, than that free intercourfe which

foon came to take place between the fexes. All

men ftudied to acquire thofe graces and accom-

plimments by which alone they could hope to

recommend themfelves to the ladies, whofe in-

fluence pervaded every branch of government
and every department of the ftate.

In England, on the other hand, the crown

gained little by the fall of the nobility. The

high prerogative exerted by the princes of the

Tudor race, was of fhort duration. A third

order foon arofe, that, for a time, trampled alike

on the throne and the nobles. And, even after

the conftitution was at length happily fettled,

the Sovereign remained fo limited in power and

in revenue, that his court never acquired a de-

gree of influence or fplendour at all comparable
to that of the French monarch. London had

become fo great and opulent by its extenfive

commerce, that the refidence of the court could

add little to that confideration in which it was

already held. This circumftance had a power-
ful effect on the manners. What was looked

upon as a virtue at Paris, was in London con-

fidered as a vice. There induftry and frugality-

were fo eflentially requifite, that every elegant

accomplimment was rejected as incompatible

with thofe great commercial virtues.

The
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The dark and gloomy fpirit of fanaticifm,

which prevailed fo univerfally in England during

the lad century, ferved as an additional barrier

againft the progrefs of politenefs and elegance of

manners. Add to this, that the Englifli (owing

perhaps to the fuperior degree of liberty they

enjoy, and to their high independent fpirit) have

ever been more attached to a country life than

any civilized people in Europe; and this laft

circumftance, flight as it may appear, has per-

haps had as powerful an influence as any I have

mentioned. A man, who lives in retirement,

may be fincere, open, honourable, above dif-

fimulation, and free from difguife ; but he never

can poflefs that eafe of behaviour, and that ele-

gance of manners, which nothing but a familiar

acquaintance with the world, and the habit of

mingling in fociety, and of converfing with

perfons of different ranks and different charac-

ters, can beftow.

Let us not repine, however, at the fuperiority

of our neighbours in this refpect. It is, perhaps,

impoffible to poffefs, at once, the ufeful and the

agreeable qualities in an eminent degree ; and if

eafe and politenefs be only attainable at the ex-

pence of fincerity in the men, and chaftity in the

women, I flatter myfelf, there are few of my
readers who would not think the purchafe made
at too high a price.

I have,
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I have, of late, remarked, with regret, an af-

fectation of the manners of France, and a di-

pofition in fome of the higher ranks to introduce

into this ifland that fpecies of gallantry which

has fo long prevailed in that nation. But, hap-

pily, neither the habits, the difpofitions, the ge-
nius of our people, nor that mixture of ranks

which our conftitution neceflarily produces, will

admit of it. In France, they contrive to throw

over their greateft excefles a veil fo delicate and

fo fine, as in fome meafure to hide the deformity
of vice, and even at times to beftow upon it the

femblance of virtue. But with us, lefs delicate

and lefs refined, vice appears in its native colours,

without concealment and without difguife ; and,

were the gallantry of Paris tranfplanted into this

foil, it would foon degenerate into grofs de-

bauchery. At prefent my country-women are

equally refpedted for their virtue, as admired for

their beauty ; and I truft it will be long before

they ceafe to be fo.

M
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N 19. TUESDAY, March 30, 1779.

TV/TY friend Mr. Umphravllles early retire-

ment, and long refidence in the country,

have given him many peculiarities, to which,

had he continued longer in the world, and had

a freer intercourfe with mankind, he would pro-

bably not have been fubjecl:. Thefe give to his

manner an apparent hardnefs, which, in reality,

is widely different from his natural difpofition.

As he pafies much time in ftudy and folitude,

and is naturally of a thoughtful caft, the fubjects

of which he reads, and the opinions which he

forms, make a ftrong and deep impreffion on

his mind
; they become, as it were, friends and

companions from whom he is unwilling to be

feparated. Hence he commonly mews a difpo-

fition to take a lead in, and give the tone to

converfation, and delivers his opinions too much
in the manner of a lecture. And, though his

curiofity and love of information concur with

that politenefs which he is ever ftudious to ob-

ferve, to make him liften with patience and at-

tention to the opinions of others, yet, it muft

be confefled, that he is apt to deliver his own
with an uncommon degree of warmth, and I

have very feldom found him difpofed to fur-

render them.

I find,
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I find, however, nothing difagreeable in this

peculiarity of my friend. The natural ftrength
of his underftanding, the extent of his know-

ledge, and that degree of tafte which he has de-

rived from a ftrong conception of the fublime,

the tender, and the beautiful, affifted by an ex-

tenfive acquaintance with the elegant writers,

both of ancient and modern times, render his

converfation, in many refpects, both inftrutHve

and entertaining ; and that fmgularity of opi-

nion, which is the natural confequencc of his

want of opportunities of comparing his own
ideas with thofe of others, affords me an ad-

ditional pleafure. But, above all, I am delighted

with the goodnefs of heart which breaks forth

in every fentiment he delivers.

Mr. Umphraville's fifter, who is often prefent,

and fometimes takes a part in thofe converfation?,

is of a character at once amiable and refpectable.

In her earlier days, fhe fpent much of her

time in the perufal of novels and romances ; but,

though fhe ftill retains a partiality for the few

-works of that kind which are poiTefTed of merit,

her reading is now chiefly confined to works of

a graver caft.

Mifs Umpbraville, though fhe has not fo much

learning, poflefTe?, perhaps, no lefs ability as a

woman, than her brother does as a man ; and,

having lefs peculiarity in her way of thinking,

has confequently, a knowledge better fitted for

common
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common life. It is pleafmg to obferve how
Mifs Umpbraville, while (he always appears to

act an under-part, and fometimes, indeed, not

to act a part at all, yet watches, with a tender

concern, over the Angularities of her brother's

difpofition ; and, without betraying the fmalleft

confcioufnefs of her power, generally contrives

to direct him in the moft material parts of his

conduct.

Mr. Umphraville is the beft m after, and the

beft landlord, that ever lived. The rents of

his eftate have undergone fcarce any alteration

fmce he came to the pofleffion of it
;
and his

tenants too are nearly the fame. The ancient

pofleflbrs have never been removed from motives

of intereft, or without fome very particular rea-

fon
; and the few new ones he has chofen to

introduce, are, for the moft part, perfons who
have been fervants in his family, whofe fidelity

and attachment he has rewarded by a fmall farm

at a low rent.

I have had many a pleafant converfation, about

fun-fet in a fummer evening, with thofe vene-

rable grey-headed villagers. Their knowledge of

country-affairs, the fagacity of their remarks, and
the manner

, acquired by a refidence in Mr. Um-

pbraville\ family, with which they are accuftom-

ed to deliver them, have afforded me much en-

tertainment.

VOL. I. K It
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It is delightful to hear them run out in praifes

of their landlord. They have told me there is

not a perfon in his neighbourhood, who ftands

in need of his affiftance, who has not felt the in-

fluence of his generofity ; which, they fay, en-

dears him to the whole country. Yet, fuch is

the effect of that referred and particular manner

which my friend has contracted, that while his

good qualities have procured him great efteem,

and the difmtereftednefs of his difpofition, with

the opinion entertained of his honour and in-

tegrity, has always prevented him from falling

into difputes or quarrels with his neighbours,

there is fcarcely one of them with whom he

lives on terms of familiarity.

Mr. Umpbraville, in the earlier part of his

life, had an attachment to an amiable young

lady. Their fituation at that time might have

made an avowal of his paffion equally fatal to

both
; and, though it was not without a fevere

ftruggle, Mr. Umphravllle had firmnefs enough
to fupprefs the declaration of an attachment he

was unable to fubdue. The lady, fome time

after, married
;
fmce that period, Mr. Umphra-

vllk has never feen her, or been known fo much
as once to mention her name ; but I am credibly

informed, that, by his intereft, her eldeft fon has

obtained high preferment in the army. The only
favour which Mr. Umphravllle ever afked from

any great man was for this young gentleman ;

but



N 19. THE MIRROR. 131

but neither the lady herfelf, nor any of her fa-

mily, know by whofe influence his advancement

has been procured.

Though it is poffible, that, if Mr. Umpbraville
had married at an early period of life, his mind,
even in a ftate of retirement, would have re-

tained a polifh, and efcaped many of thofe pe-
culiarities it has now contracted ; yet, I own,
I am rather inclined to believe his remaining

fingle a fortunate circumftance. Nor have my
fair readers any reafon to be offended at the re-

mark : great talents, even in a generous and

benevolent mind, are fometimes attended with

a certain want of pliability, which is ill fuited

to the cordialities of domeftic life. A man of

fuch a difpofition as Mr. Umphraville has now

acquired, might confider the delicacy, the vi-

vacity, and the fine fhades of female character,

as frivolous, and beneath attention ; or, at leaft,

might be unable, for any length of time, to re-

ceive pleafure from thofe indulgencies, which
minds of a fofter mould may regard as the great

and amiable perfection of what Mr. Pope calls

" The laft beft work of Heaven."

With all thofe refpectable talents which Mr.

Umpbraville poflefles, with all that generofity of

fentiment, and goodnefs of heart, fo confpicu-

ous in every thing he fays or does, which fo

ftrongly endear him to his friends, I am apt to

think, that, in the very intimate connection of

K 2 the
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the married life, a woman of delicacy and fenfi-

bility might often feel herfelf hurt by the pecu-
liarities of character to which he is fubject.

The fituation of a wife is, in this refpect,

very different from that of a Jifter. Mifs Um~

pbravilles obfervation of her brother's peculi-

arities, neither leflens her efteem nor her affec-

tion for him ; thefe peculiarities ferve only to

increafe her attention to him, and to make her

more felicitous to prevent their effects. But in

that ftill clofer connection which fubfifts between

hufband and wife, while the perception of his

weaknefs might not have leffened the wife's af-

fection, it might have given her a diflrefs which

a fitter will not be apt to feel : a fifter may ob-

ferve the weakneffes of a brother without a blufh,

and endeavour to correct them without being
hurt ; a wife might be able to do neither.

Thefe views which I have given of Mr. Um~

phravllls and his family, may, perhaps, ap-

pear tedious to my readers. In giving this de-

tail, I am afraid I have not fufficiently remem-

bered, that, as they have not the fame intimate

acquaintance with that gentleman which I have,

they will not feel the fame intereft in what re-

lates to him.

LS
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N 8
20. SATURDAY, April 3, 1779.

Tantaene animis cceleftibus IKE ? VIRC.

"f T 7 H i L E fo many fubje&s of contention oc-

* *
cupy the votaries of bufirrefs and am-

bition, and prove the fource of difcord, envy,

jealoufy, and rivalihip, arrtong mankind, one

would be apt to imagine, that the purfuits and

employments of ftudious and literary men would

be carried on with calmnefs, good temper, and

tranquillity. The philofophic fage, retired from

the world, who has truth for the objecl: of his

enquiries, might be willing, it were natural to

fuppofe, to give up his own fyftem, when he

found it at variance with truth, and would never

quarrel with another for adopting a different

one ;
and the man of elegance and tafte, who

has literary entertainment in view, would not,

one fhould think, find fault with the like amufe-

ments of other men, or difpute, with rancour or

heat, upon mere matters of tafte. But the fact

has been otherwife : the difputes among the learn-

ed have, in every age, been carried on with the

utmoft virulence
;
and men, pretending to tafte,

have railed at each other with unparalleled abufe,

Pofllbly the abftrattion from the world, in which

K 3 the
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the philofopher lives, may render him more im-

patient of contradiction than thofe who mix

oftener with common focieties; and perhaps

that fmenefs and delicacy of perception which

the man of tafte acquires, may be more liable

to irritation than the coarfer feelings of minds

lefs cultivated and improved.
I have been led into thefe remarks by a con-

verfation at which I happened lately to be pre-

fent. Laft week, having left with my Editor

materials for my next paper, I went to the

country for a few days, to pay a vifit to a friend,

whofe real name I lhall conceal under that of

Sylveftcr. Sylvefter, when a young man, had

retired to the country, and having fucceeded to

a paternal eftate, which was fufficient for all his

wants, had lived altnoft conftantly at home. His

time was fpent chiefly in ftudy, and he had

publifhed fome performances which did honour

to his genius and his knowledge. During all

this time, Sylvefter was the regular correfpond-

ent of a gentleman whom I {hall here call Al-

cander, whofe tafte and purfuits were in many
refpects fimilar to his own. Alcander^ though
he was not an author like Sylvefter, had from

nature a very delicate tafte, which had been

much improved by culture. From a variety of

accidents the two friends had not met for a great

number of years ; but, while I was at Sylvefler ^

houfe, he received a letter from Alcander, noti-

fying
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fying that gentleman's being on his way to

vifit him
; and foon after he arrived accord-

ingly.

It is not eafy to defcribe the pleafure which

the two friends felt at meeting. After the firft

lalutations, their difcourfe took a literary turn.

I was delighted, as well as inftru&ed, with the

remarks which were made upon men and books,

by two perfons of extenfive information and ac-

complifhcd tafte
; and the warmth with which

they made them, added a relifh to their obfer-

vations. The converfation lafted till it was very

late, when my hoft and his friend retired to their

apartments, much pleafed with each other, and

in full expectation of additional entertainment

from a continuation of fuch intercourfe at the

return of a new day.

Next morning, after breakfaft, their literary

difcourfe was refumed. It turned on a compa-
rifon of the different genius and merit of the

French and Engli/h authors. Sylvefter faid, he

thought there was a power of reafoning, a

ftrength of genius, and a depth of reflection in

the Engli/h authors, of which the French, in

general, were incapable ;
and that, in his opi-

nion, the preference lay greatly on the fide of

the writers of our own country. Alcander

begged leave to differ from him
;
he admitted,

there was an appearance of depth in many of the

Englifh authors, but he faid it was falfe and

K 4 hollow.



136 THE MIRROR. N* 20.

hollow. He maintained, that the feeking after

fomething profound, had led into many ufelefs

metaphyfical difquifitions, in which the writer

had no real merit, nor could the reader find any
real advantage. But the French authors, he

faid, excelled in remarks on life and character,

which, as they were founded on actual obfer-

vation, might be attended with much utility,

and, as they were exprefled in the livelieft man-

ner, could not fail to give the higheft entertain-

ment. Alcander^ in the courfe of his argument,
endeavoured to illuftrate it by a comparifon of

fome of the moft diftinguifhed authors of both

countries. Sylvejler, finding thofe writers whom
he had ftudied with attention, and imitated with

fuccefs, fo warmly attacked, replied with fome

heat, as if he thought it tended to the difparage-

ment of his own compofitions. Sylvefter faid

fomething about French frivolity; and Al-

cander replied with a farcafm on metaphyfical

abfurdity.

Finding the converfation take this unlucky

turn, I endeavoured to change the fubject ; and

from the comparifon of the Englijh and French

authors, took occafion to mention that period of

Englijh literature, which has been frequently

termed the Auguftan age of England^ when that

coriftellation of wits appeared which illuminated

the reign of Queen Anne.

2 But
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But this fubject of converfation was as unfor-

tunate as the former. Sylvejler is a profefTed

admirer of Swiff, to whom his attachment is

perhaps heightened by a little Toryifm in his po-
litical principles. Alcander is a keen Whig, and

as great an admirer of Addifon. As the con-

verfation had grown rather warm on a general

comparifon of the authors of one country with

thofe of another, fo its warmth was much greater

when the comparifon was made of two particu-

lar favourite authors. Sylvejler talked of the

ftrength, the dignity, the forcible obfervation,

and the wit of Swift ; Alcander of the eafe, the

gracefulnefs, the native and agreeable humour of

Addifon. From remarks upon their writings,

they went to their characters. Sylvejler fpoke
in praife of opennefs and fpirit, and threw out

fomething againft envy, jealoufy, and meannefs.

Alcander inveighed againft pride and ill-nature,

and pronounced an eulogium on elegance, phi-

lanthropy, and gentlenefs of manners. Sylvejler

fpoke as if he thought no man of a candid and

generous mind could be a lover of Addifon ; Al-

cander, as if none but a fevere and ill-tempered
one could endure Swift.
The fpirits of the two friends were now heated

to a violent degree, and not a little rankled at

each other. I endeavoured again to give the

difcourfe a new direction, and, as if accidentally,
introduced fomething about the EptftUs of Pha-

laris.
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laris. I knew both gentlemen were matters of

the difpute upon that fubjed, which has fo much
divided the learned, and I thought a dry quef-
tion of this fort could not poffibly intereft them

too much. But in this I was miftaken. Syl-

vefter and Jtlcander took different fides upon
this fubjec"l, as they had done upon the former,

and fupported their opinions with no lefs warmth

than before. Each of them catched fire from

every thing his opponent faid, as if neither could

think well of the judgment of that man who was

of an opinion different from his own.

With this laft debate the converfation ended.

At our meeting next day, a formal politenefs

took place between Sylvefler and Alcander^ very
different from that opennefs and cordiality of

manner which they fhewed at their firft meet-

ing. The laft, foon after, took his departure ;

and, I believe, neither of them felt that refpecl

for each other's underftanding, nor that warmth

of affection, which they entertained before this

vifit.

Alas! the two friends did not confider that

it was equally owing to the fault of each that

their friendfhip was thus changed into coldnefs.

Both attached to the fame purfuits, and ac-

cuftomed to indulge them chiefly in feclufion

and folitude, they had been too little accuftomed

to bear contradiction. This impatience of con-

tradidion had not been corrected in either, by
attention
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attention to the feelings or views of others ;
and

the warmth whkh each felt in fupporting his

own particular opinion, prevented him from,

giving the proper indulgence to a diversity of

opinion in the other.

S

N 21. TUESDAY, April 6, 1779.

THIS day's paper I devote to Correfpondents.

The firft of the two letters it contains was

brought to my Editor by a fpruce footman, who,

upon being afked whence he came, replied, From
Mrs. Meekleys.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

nr*HE world has, at different periods, been

afflicted with difeafes peculiar to the times

in which they appeared, and the Faculty have,

with great ingenuity, contrived certain generic

names, by which they might be diftinguiflied,

it being a quality of great ufe and comfort in a

phyfician to be able to tell precifely of what

diforder
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diforder his patient is likely to die. The nervous

feems to be the ailment in greateft vogue at pre-
fect ; a fpecies ofdifeafe, which I am apt to confider

as not the lefs terrible for being lefs mortal than

many others. I fpeak not from perfonal expe-
rience, Mr. MIRROR ; my own constitution,

thank God ! is pretty robuft; but I have the

misfortune to be afflicted with a nervous
'wife.

It is impo/Tible to enumerate a twentieth part
of the fymptoms of this lamentable diforder, or

of the circumftances by which its paroxyfms are

excited or increafed. Its dependance on the

natural phenomena of the wind and weatbcr%
on the temperature of the air, whether hot or

cold, moift or dry, might be accounted for
; and

my wife would then be in no worfe fituation

than the lady in a red cap and green jacket,

whofe figure I have feen in the little Dutch

barometers, known by the name of Baby-boufes.

But, befide feeling the impreffion of thofe par-

ticulars, her diforder is brought on by incidents

flill more frequent, and lefs eafy to be forefeen,

than even the occafional changes in our atmof-

phere. A perfon running haftily up or down

flairs, {hutting a door roughly, placing the tongs
on the left fide of the grate, and the poker on

the right, fetting the china figures on the mantle-

piece a little awry, or allowing the taflel of the

bell-firing to fwing but for a moment ; any of

thofe little accidents has an immediate and irre-

fiOibk
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fiftible effect on the nervous fyftem of my wife,

and produces fymptoms, fometimes of languor,

fometimes of irritation, which I her hufband,

my three children by a former marriage, and the

other members of our family, equally feel and

regret. The above caufes of her diftemper a

very attentive and diligent difcharge of our fe-

veral duties might poflibly prevent ; but even

our involuntary actions are apt to produce ef-

fects of a fimilar or more violent nature. It

was but the other day flic told my boy Dick

he eat his pudding fo voracioufly, as almoft to

make her faint, and remonftrated againft my
fmexing in the manner I did, which, me faid,

tore her poor nerves in pieces.

One thing I have obferved peculiar to this

diforder, which thofe converfant in the nature

of fympathetic affections may be able to explain.

It is not always produced by exactly fimilar

caufes, if fuch caufes exift in diilimilar fituations.

I have known my Tff\fefqueexed for hours in a

fide-box^ dance a whole night at a ball^ have my
Lord talking as faft and as loud to her as

was poflible there, and her nofe affailed by the

Jlink of a whole row of flambeaux, at going in

and coming out, without feeling her nerves in

the fmalleft degree affected ; yet, the very day
after, at home, fhe could not bear my chair, or

the chair of one of the children, to come with-

in feveral feet of her's ; walking up flairs per-

fedl/
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fectly overcame her ; none of us durft talk but;

in whifpers ; and the fmell of my buttered roll

made her Tick to death.

As I reckon your paper a proper record for

fingular cafes, and intolerable grievances of every

fort, I fend the above for your infertion, ftating
it according to its nature, in terms as phyfically

defcriptive as my little acquaintance with the

healing art can fupply.

I am, &c.

JOSEPH MEEKLY.

This Correfpondent, as far as his wife's cafe

falls within the department of the phyfician, I

muft refer to my very learned friends Doctors

Cullen and Monro, who, upon being properly

attended^ will give him, I am perfuaded, as found

advice as it is in the power of medical fkill to

fuggeft. In point ofprudence^ to which only my
prefcriptions apply, I can advife nothing fo pro-

per for Mr. Meekly himfelf, as to imitate the con-

duct of the hujbandofc that little lady he defcribes,

the miftrefs of the Dutch Baby-houfe ; between

whom and his wife, though there fubfifts a very
intimate connection, there is yet a contract of a

particular kind
;
whenever the gentleman is at

home, the lady is abroad, and vice verja. In

their houfe, indeed, I do not obferve any children ;

from which I conclude, that they have all been

fent to the academy and the boarding-fchool.

I
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To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,
reconcile man to man, has been one of

the great objects of moralifts. They tell

us,
" that men have one common original, and

"
why mould relations quarrel ?" but then a

petulant wit interpofes, and obferves that the ori-

ginal is not near enough to form a ftrong con-

nection ; and, if the modern theory of volcanos

be true, the original is fo very diftant as not to

form any fenfible connection at all. The Duke
of Aremberg and Sir Thomas Urquhart may
count kindred with the antedeluvians ; for the

former has fuch a pedigree preferred at his caftle

at Hainault, and the latter has fet forth his in

print ;
but there are few genealogies fo com-

plete.

We are next told,
"

that all men are engaged
<c in one common journey through life, and
'*
why ihould they quarrel on the road ?" The

anfwer is but too obvious we do not quarrel

merely for the fake of quarrelling ; but, as we
have opportunity, we take the road, and oblige

others, for our convenieney, to yield it ; while

eagerly galloping to the next ftage, we befpatter

thofe who are in our way ; we fend a fervant

before to befpeak the beft beds at the inn, and

the
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the choice of the larder ; and we make our-

ielves as important and as troublefome as we

can, merely for our own convenience ; nay, we
bribe a waiter to give us all his attendance, and

to let the other paflengers ring till their arms

ache ; but it is all to render ourfelves as eafy as

poflible.

The laft confideration is,
" that we are all

"
haftening to one common grave, and why

i{ fhould we quarrel now, fmce our quarrels muft
<c

befoon at an end ?" This proves that our

difputes mujl be fhort, not that they may not be

fliarp.

I remember to have read fomewhere of a peo-

ple, I think to the north-weft of Hungary, who
had a name in their own language, which anfwers

nearly to our word brothers^ and who prided

themfelves, for a while, in that whimfical ap-

pellation. Their tenets were fimple and full of

benevolence, and, in general, fo plain, that thofe

who heard them for the firft time, imagined
that they had been previously acquainted with

them. The men, of whom I fpeak, could not

have any long contefts, for they were all haften-

ing to the common goal of mortality, yet their

difputes, although Jhort, wcrejharp; early did

they begin to bite, and, as foon as they gained

ftrength, they devoured each other, if the ex-

preffiou may be allowed. According to the

Scottifh phrafe,
"
they quarrelled about the turn.

"
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*'

ing of a ftraw ;" they vexed, tormented, and

profcribed each other ; nay, fome affert that they

cut throats ;
but ftill they declared that they

meant nothing perfonal, and, for a long while,

they ftill retained the name of brothers.

If that fmgular people, fo full of benevolence,

quarrelled inceflantly for any caufe, or for no

caufe, how can it be expected that *we fhould

walk through life to the grave with the calm

and inoffenfive folemnity of mourners at an in-

terment, efpecially when fo few of us have time

to beftow our thoughts on the grave and its con-

fequences ?

It is impoffible to reconcile man to man ;

but it is poffible to bring individuals of the

human race to a better underftanding with each

other.

I might dilate this propofition in a feigned tale,

or obfcure it by an allegory ;
but I rather choofe

to prove it in the courfe of a fimple narrative of

matter of fact.

While the Duchefs of Marlborough en-

joyed power little fhort of fovereign, {he fre-

quently felt the fatirical lathes of Dr. Swift ;

and, when difgraced, fhe could not but re-

member them ; for fhe had a quick fenfe of

injuries, and her nature was not much inclin-

ed to forgivenefs.

Thwarted ambition, great wealth, and increaf-

ing years, rendered her more and more peevifh :

VOL. i. L flie
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fhe hated courts over which fhe had no influ-

ence, and fhe became at length the moft fero-

cious animal that is fuffered to go loofe, a violent

^party-woman.

Every one knows that as her Grace was obliged
to defcend from the higheft round of the ladder

of ambition, fo the Doctor was not allowed to

mount the firft ftep ;
and his difappointment pro-

duced the like effects on him, as loft empire had

done her.

Yet the Duchefs of Marlborough became the

paffionate admirer of her fatirift, and was even

willing to forgive him. The perufal of Gulliver's

^Travels produced this moral revolution in her

fentiments
;
and that which debafed the Author

in the opinion of many of his friends, exalted

him in the opinion of the Duchefs of Marl-

borough.
There are now lying before me fome original

letters of that celebrated lady.
" Dean Swift,"

fays (he,
"

gives the moft exact account of
**

kings, minifters, bifhops, and the courts of
"

juftice, that is poffible to be writ. I could

not help wifhing, fince I read his books,

that we had had his affiftance in the oppofi-
tion for I could eafily forgive him all

the flaps he has given me and the Duke
" of Marlborough, and have thanked him
"

heartily, whenever he would pleafe to do
"

good."
In

<c

tc
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In another letter me fays,
"

I mod heartily
ct wifh that in this park I Tiad fome of the breed
" of thofe charming creatures Swift fpeaks of,
" and calls the Houybnbnmsy

which I underftand
"

to be horfes^ fo extremely polite, and which had
"

all manner of good converfation and good
"

principles, and that never told a lie, and
" charmed him fo that he could not endure
"

his own country when he returned : he fays
" there is a fort of creature there called yahoos^
" and of the fame fpecies with us, only a good
"

deal uglier, but they are kept tied up, and by that
"

glorious creature the horfes are not permitted
"

to do any mifchief. You will think that I am.
"

dtfirafted with Deaa Swift, but I really have
" not been pleafed fo much a long time as with
" what he writes, and therefore I will end with
" one of his fentences, that be mortally hates
"

kings andm'mifters"

Thus the Duchefs " became diftra&ed with
" Dean Swift ;" and, on account of his libel

againft human nature,
"

gracioufly pardoned his
"

libels againft her own facred peribn."
But Dr. Swift knew not her favourable opi-

nion of him
; for he left in manufcript a feverer

invective againft her than any that he had pub-
limed in his lifetime. Pity that, for. want of

information, the mifunderftanding fhould ftill

have fubfifted on his part ! the good offices of a

friend might eafily have reconciled two perfons

L 2 fo



i 4* T H E M I R R O R. N" if

fo much connected with each other by the com
mon ties of mifanthropy.

I am, &c.

AtiELUS.

N 22. SATURDAY, 4pril 10, 1779.

Sincerum cupimus vas incruftare. HOR,

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,
~\7 OUR MIRROR, it feems, poflefles uncom-
* mon virtues, and you generoufly hold it

out to the Public, that we may drefs our charac-

ters at it. I truft it is, at leaft, a faithful glafs,

and will give a juft reprefentation of thofe lurk-

ing imperfections or excellencies which we di-

ftinguifh with difficulty, or fometimes altogether

overlook. I ftruggle, therefore, to get for-

ward in the crowd, and to fet before your moral

MIRROR a perfonage who^ has long embar-

rafTed me.

The obfervation of character, when I firft

looked beyond a college for happinefs, formed

not only my amufement, but, for fome years,

my
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my favourite ftudy. I had been fo fortunate

as early to imbibe ftrit notions of morality

and religion, and to arrive at manhood in per-

fect ignorance of vicious pleafure. My heart

was, therefore, led to place its hopes of happi-
nefs in love and friendfhip : but books had taught

me to dread mifplacing my affections. On this

account, anxious to gratify ihejbif d*aimer that

engrofled me, I bent the whole of my little

talents to difcern the characters of my acquaint-

ance ; and, blending fentiments of religion with

high notions of moral excellence, and the refin-

ed intercourfe of cultivated minds, I fondly

hoped, that, where I once formed an attachment,

it would laft for ever.

In this ftate of mind I became acquainted
with Cleone. She was young and beautiful,

but without that dimpling play of features which

indicates, in fome women, a mind of extreme

fenfibility. Her eye befpoke good fenfe, and

was fometimes lighted up with vivacity, but

never fparkled with the keennefs of unreftrained

joy, nor melted with the fuffufion of indulged
forrow. Her manner and addrefs had no tend-

ency to familiarity ; it was genteel, rather than

graceful. Her voice in converfation was fuited

to her manner ; it porTefled thofe level tones

which never offend, but feldom give pleafure,

feldomer emotion.

I 3 Her
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Her converfation was plain and fenfible.

Never attempting wit or humour, fhe contented

herfelf with exprefling, in correct and unaf-

fedted language, juft fentiments on manners,
and on works of tafte : and the genius fhe dif-

played in compositions becoming her fex, and

the propriety of her own conduct, did honour

to her criticifms. She fung with uncommon ex-

cellence. Her voice feemed to unfold itfelf in

fmging, to fuit every mufical expreflion, and to

affume every tone of paflion fhe wifhed to utter.

I never felt the power of fimple melody in agi-

tating, affecting, and pleafmg more ftrongly than

from her performance.
In company fhe was attentive, prevenante^

but not infmuating; and though fhe feemed to

court the fociety of men of letters and
tafte,

and to profefs having intimate friend (hips with

fome individuals among them, . I never could

perceive that Ihe was fubjecl; to the common
weaknefs of making a parade of this kind of

intercourfe.

Moft people would fuppofe that I had found^
in Cleone, the friend I was feeking ;

for both

of us knew we could never be nearer than

friends to each other, and fhe treated me with

fome diftinction. I found it, however, impof-
iible to know her fo well as to place in her the

complete confidence eflential to friendfhip. The
minutefl attention to every circumftance in her

appearance
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appearance and behaviour, and ftudying her for

years in all the little varieties of fituation that

an intimate acquaintance gave accefs to obferve,

proved unequal to difcover, with certainty, the

genuine character of her difpofition or temper.

No caprice betrayed her ;
no predominant fhade

could be marked in her tears, in her laugh, or

in her fmiles. Sometimes, however, I have

thought fhe breathed a foftnefs of foul that

tempted me to believe her generous ; but, when
I confidered a little, the inner receffes of her

heart appeared ftil^fhut againft the obferver ;

and I well knew, that even poignant fenfibility

is not inconfiftent with predominant felfimnefs.

When contemplating Cleone, I have often

thought of that beautiful trait in the defcription

of Petrarca's Laura :
"

111 ampeggiar dell' angelico
" rifo*." Thefe flames of affection breaking
from the foul, alone difplay the truth, generofity,

and tendernefe, that deferve a friend. Thefe

gleams from the heart mow us all its intri-

cacies, its weaknefs, and its vigour, and ex-

pole it naked and undifguifed to the fpectator.

A tingle minute will, in this way, give more

knowledge of a character
?

arid juftly, therefore,

attract more confidence, than twenty years ex-

perience of refinement of tafte and propriety

of conduct.

* The lightning of her angel fmile,

L 4 I am
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I am willing to believe it was fome error in

education which had wrapt up Cleone's cha-

racter in fo much obfcurity, and not any na-

tural defect that rendered it prudent to be invi-

fible. If there is an error of this kind, I hope

your Mirror will expofe it, and prevent it from

robbing fuperior minds of their beft reward

the confidence of each other.

In the prefent (late of fociety, we have few

opportunities of exhibiting our true characters

by our actions ;
and the habits of the world

foon throw upon our manners a veil that is im-

penetrable to others, and nearly fo to ourfelves.

Hence the only period when we can form friend-

fhips is a few years in youth ; for there is a re-

ferve in the deportment, and a certain felfifhnefs

in the occupations of manhood, unfavourable to

the forming of warm attachments. It is, there-

fore, fatal to the very fource of friendfhip, if,

when yet children, we are to be prematurely be-

daubed with the varnifh of the world. And yet,

I fear, this is the neceflary effect ofmodern edu-

cation.

In place of cheriming the amiable fimplicity

and franknefs of children, every emanation of

the heart is checked by the conftant reftraints,

diflimulation, and frivolous forms of fafhionable

addrefs, with which we harafs them. Hence

they are nearly the fame at fourteen as at five-

and-twenty, when, after a youth fpent in joy-
lefc
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lefs difiipation, they enter life, flaves to felfifh.

appetites and reigning prejudices, and devoid of

that virtuous energy of foul, which ftrong attach-

ments, and the habits of deferved confidence,

infpire. Even thole who, like Cleone, poflefs

minds fuperior to the common mould, though

they cultivate their talents with fuccefs, and, in

fome meafure, educate themfelves anew, find it

impoffible to get rid entirely of that artificial man-

ner, and thofe habits of reftraint, with which they
had been fo early imbued.

Thus, like French taylors and dancing-maf-

ters, pretending to add grace and ornament to

nature, we conllrain, diftort, and incumber her ;

whereas the education of a polifhed age mould,
like the drapery of a fine ftatue or portrait, con-

fer decency, propriety, and elegance, and grace-

fully veil, but by no means conceal, the beautiful

fpnns of nature.

L^ELIUS.
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N 23. TUESDAY, April 13, 1779.

Et ifti

Error! nomen virtus pofuiffet honcflurn. HOR

T WAS lately applied to by a friend, in behalf

of a gentleman, who, he faid, had been un-

fortunate in life, to whom he was defirous of

doing a particular piece of fervice, in which he

thought my affiftance might be ufeful :
" Poor

" fellow !" faid he,
"

I wifh to ferve him, becaufe
*e

I
talways knew him, diffipated and thoughtlefs

<c
as he was, to be a good-hearted man, guilty

" of many imprudent things, indeed, but with-
" out meaning any harm ! In Ihort, no ones
*c

enemy but bis own."

I afterwards learned more particularly the cir-

cumftances of this gentleman's life and conver-

fation, which I will take the liberty of laying

before my readers, in order to fhow them what

they are to underftand by the terms ufed by my
friend

; terms -which, I believe, he was nowife

fingular in ufing.

The perfon, whofe intereft he efpoufed, was

heir to a very confiderable eftate. He loft his

father when an infant ;
and being, unfortunately,

an only fon, was too much the darling of his

mother ever to be contradicted. During his

childhood
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childhood he was not fuffered to play with his

equals, becaufe he was to be the king of all

fports, and to be allowed a fovereign and arbi-

trary dominion over the perfons and properties

of his play-fellows. At fchool he was attended ,

by a iervant, who helped him to tbra/Jo boys

who were too ftrong to be thraflied by himfelf,

and had a tutor at home, who tranflated the

Latin which was too hard for him to tranflate.

At college he began to aflume the man, by treat-

ing at taverns, making parties to the country,

filling his tutor drunk, and hiring blackguards

to break the windows of the Profeflbr with whom
he was boarded. He took in fucceffion the de-

grees of a ivagi & pickle, and a lad of mettle. For

a while, having made an elopement with his

mother's maid, and fathered three children of

other people, he got the appellation of a difjlpated

dog ; but, at laft, betaking himfelf entirely to the

bottle, and growing red-faced and fat, he ob-

tained the denomination of an bonejl fellow ;

which title he continued to enjoy as long as he

had money to pay, or indeed much longer,

while he had credit to fcore for his reckoning.

During th>s laft part of his progrefs, he mar-

ried a poor girl, whom her father, from a mif-

taken idea of his fortune, forced to facriiice her-

felf to his wiflies. After a very fhort fpace, he

grew too indifferent about her to ufe her ill,

and broke her heart with the beft-natured negledl:

in
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in the world. Of two children whom he had

by her, one died at nurfe foon after the death of
its mother; the eldeft, a boy of fpirit like his

father, after twice running away from fchool,
was at laft fent aboard a Guinea-man^ and was
knocked on the head by a failor, in a quarrel

about a Negro wench, on the coaft of Africa.

Generofity, however, was a part of his charac-

ter, which he never forfeited. Befide lending

money genteelly to many worthlefs companions,
and becoming furety for every man who afked

him, he didjbmc truly charitable actions to very

deferving objects. Thefe were told to his ho-

nour ;
and people who had met with refufals

from more confiderate men, fpoke of fuch ac-

tions as the genuine teft of feeling and huma-

nity. They mifmterpreted fcripture for indul-

gence to his errors on account of his charity^

and extolled the goodnefs of his heart in every

company where he was mentioned. Even while

his mother, during her laft illnefs, was obliged

to accept of money from her phyfician, becaufe

{he could not obtain payment of her jointure,

and while, after her deceafe, his two fifters were

dunning him every day, without effect, for the

fmall annuity left them by their father, he was

called a good-hearted man by three-fourths of his

acquaintance ;
and when, after having pawned

their clothes, rather than diftrefs him, thofe

fifters commenced a lawfuit to force him to do

them
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them juftice, the fame impartial judges pro-

nounced them bard-hearted and unnatural: nay,

the ftory is ftill told to their prejudice, though

they now prevent their brother from ftarving,

out of the profits of a little fhop which they

were then obliged to fet up for their fupport.

The abufe of the terms ufed by my friend, in

regard to the character of this unfortunate man,
would be fufficiently ftriking from the relation

I have given, without the neceflity of my offer-

ing any comment on it. Yet the mifapplication

of them is a thoufand times repeated by people
who have known and felt inftances, equally

glaring, of fuch injuftice. It may feem invidious

to leflen the praifes of any praife-worthy quality ;

but it is eflential to the interefts of virtue, that

infenfibility mould not be allowed to afTume the

title of good-nature^ nor profufion to ufurp the

honours ofgenerojity.
The effect of fuch mifplaced and ill-founded

indulgence is hurtful in a double degree. It en-

courages the evil which it forbears to cenfure,

and difcourages the good qualities which are

found in men of decent and fober characters.

If we look into the private hiftories of unfortu-

nate families, we (hall find moft of their calami-

ties to have proceeded from a neglect of the ufe-

ful duties of fobriety, ceconomy, and attention

to domeftic concerns, which, though they mine
not in the eye of the world, nay, are often fub-

ject
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jec~t to its obloquy, are jet the fureft guardians
of virtue, of honour, and of independence.
Be jnjl before you are generous, is a good old

proverb, which the profligate hero of a much-

admired comedy is made to ridicule, in a well-

turned, and even a fentimental period. But

what right have thole fquanderers of their .own

and other men's fortunes to affume the merit of

generofity f Is parting with that money, which

they value fo little, generofity? Let them re-

flrain their diflipation, their riot, their debauch-

ery, wrhen they are told that thefe bring ruin on

the perfons and families of the honeft and the

induftrious
;

let them facrifice one pleafure to

humanity, and then tell us of their generofity and

their feeling. A tranfient inftance, in which

the prodigal relieved want with his purfe, or

the thoughtlefs debauchee promoted merit by
his intereft, no more deferves the appellation of

generojity, than the rafhnefs of a drunkard is en-

titled to the praifes of valour, or the freaks of a

madman to the laurels of genius.

In the character of a man, confidered as a

being of any refpect at all, we immediately fee

a relation to his friends, his neighbours, and his

country. His duties only confer real dignity^

and, what may not be fo eafily allowed, but is

equally true, can beftow real pleafure. I know
not an animal more infignificant, or lefs happy,
than a man without any ties of affection, or

any
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any exercife of duty. He rauft be very forlorn,

or very defpicable, indeed, to whom it is pof-

fible to apply the phrafe ufed by my friend, in

characterizing the perfon \vhofe ftory I have re-

lated above, and to fay, that he is no ones enemy

but bis

V

N 24, SATURDAY, April 17, 1779.

Ncm fatis eft pulchra efle poemata; dalcia funto. HOR.

XT AT u RE is for- ever before us. We can,

as often as we pleafe, contemplate the va-

riety of her productions, and feel the power of

her beauty. We may feaft our imaginations

with the verdure of waving groves, the diverfi-

fied colours of an evening fky, or the windings
of a limpid river. We may dwell with rapture
on thofe more fublime exhibitions of nature, the

raging tempeft, the billowy deep, or the ftu-

pendous precipice, that lift the foul with de-

lightful amazement, and feem almoft to fufpend
her exertions. Thefe beautiful and vaft appear-
ances are fo capable of affording pleafure, that

they become favourite fubjects with the poet

and the painter 5 they charm us in defcription,

7 or
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or they glow upon canvas. Indeed, the imita-

tions of eminent artifts have been held on an

equal footing, in regard to the pleafure they

yield, with the works of Nature herfelf, and

have fometimes been deemed fuperior. This

fubject deferves attention
;
how it happens^ that

the defcriptions of the poet, and the imitations

of the painter, feem to communicate more de-

light than the things they defcribe or imitate.

In eftimating the refpedive merits of nature

and of art, it will readily be admitted, that the

preference, in every fingle object, is due to the

former. Take the fimpleft bloflbm that blows,

obferve its tints or its flruclure, and you will

own them unrivalled. What pencil, how ani-

mated foever, can equal the glories of the fky at

fun-fet ? or can the repreferitations of moon-

light, even by Homer, Milton, and Shakefpeare,

be more exquifitely finimed than the real fcenery

of a moon-light night ?

If the poet and painter are capable of yield-

ing fuperior pleafure, in their exhibitions, to

what we receive from the works of their great

original, it is in the manner of grouping their

obje&s, and by their ikill in arrangement. la

particular, they give uncommon delighr, by at-

tending not merely to unity of defign, but to

unity, if I may be allowed the expreffion, in the

feelings they would excite. In the works of

Nature, unlefs (he has been ornamented and re-

formed
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formed ky the tafte of an ingenious improver,

intentions of this fort are very feldom apparent.

Objects that are gay, melancholy, folemn, tran-

quil, impetuous, and fantaftic, are thrown to-

gether, without any regard to the influences of

arrangement, or to the confiftency of their ef-

fects on the mind. The elegant artift, on the

contrary, though his works be adorned with

unbounded variety, fuggefts only thofe objects

that excite fimilar or kindred emotions, and ex-

cludes every thing of an oppofite, or even of a

different tendency. If the fcene he defcribes be

folemn, no lively nor fantaftic image can have

admiffion : but ifr in a fprightly mood, he di-

plays fcenes of feftivity, every penfive and

gloomy thought is debarred. Thus the figures

he delineates have one undivided direction; they
make one great and entire impreffion.

To illuftrate this .remark, let us obferve the

conduct of Milton in his two celebrated poems,

Allegro, and // Penferofo.

In the Allegro, meaning to excite a cheerful

mood, he fuggefts a variety of objects ; for va-

riety, by giving confiderable exercife to the

mind, and by not fuffering it to reft long on the

fame appearance, occafions brifk and exhilarating

emotions. Accordingly, the poet fhews us, at

one glance, and, as it were, with a fmgle dafh

of his pen,

VOL. I. M Ruflet
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Ruflet lawns, and fallows grey,
Where the nibbling flocks do ftray,

Mountains, on whofe barren breaft

The labouring clouds do often reft j

Meadows trim with daifies pied,
Shallow brooks and rivers wide.

The objects themfelves are cheerful
; for, be-

fides having brooks, meadows, and flowers, we
have the whittling ploughman, the fmging milk-

maid, the mower whetting his fcythe, and the

fhepherd piping beneath a made. Thefe images,
fo numerous, fo various, and fo cheerful, are

animated by lively contrafts : we have the moun-

tains oppofed to the meadows,
" Shallow brooks

" and rivers wide." Add to this, that the

charms of the landfcape are heightened by the

bloom of a fmiling feafon
;
and that the light

poured upon the whole is the delightful radiance

of a fummer morning :

Right againft the eaftern gate,

Where the great Sun begins his ftate,

Rob'd in flames of amber light,

The clouds in thoufand liv'ries dight.

Every image is lively ; every thing different is

with-held
;

all the emotions the poet excites are

of one character and complexion.

Let us now obferve the conduct of his // Pen-

ferofo. This poem is, in every refpect, an exact

counterpart to the former. And the intention

of the poet being to promote a ferious and folemn

mood, he removes every thing lively ;

"
Hence,
" vain
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" vain deluding joys!" He quits fociety; he

chufes filence, and opportunities for deep reflec-

tion
;

" Some ftill removed place will fit.'* The

objects he prefents are few. In the quotation,

beginning with "
Ruflet lawns," there are eight

leading images : in the following, of equal

length, there is only one.

To behold the wandring moon,

Riding near her higheft noon,
Like one that had been led aftray

Through the heav'n's wide pathlefs way ;

And oft, as if her head fhe bow'd,

Stooping through a fleecy cloud.

The founds that can be, in any refpec"t, agreeable

to him, muft correfpond with his prefent hu-

mour : not the fong of the milk-maid, but that

of the nightingale ;
not the whittling ploughman,

but the found of the curfeu. His images fuc-

ceed one another (lowly, without any rapid or

abrupt tranfitions, without any enlivening con-

trafts ; and he will have no other light for his

landfcape than that of the moon*: or, if he can-

not enjoy the fcene without doors, he will have

no other light within, than that of dying embers,

or of a folitary lamp at midnight. The time,

and the place he chufes for his retreat, are per-

fectly fuited to his employment ;
for he is en-

gaged in deep meditation, and in confidering

What worlds, or what vaft regions, hold

Th' immortal mind.

M 2 Every
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Every image is folemn, every thing different is

with-held : here, as before, all the emotions the

poet excites are of one character and complexion.
It is owing, in a great meafure, to this attention

in the writer, to preferve unity and confiftency

of fentiment, that, notwithftanding confiderable

imperfections in the language and verification,

Allegro and // Penferofo have fo many admirers.

The fkill of the poet and painter, in forming
their works fo as to excite kindred and united

emotions, deferves the greater attention, that

perfons of true tafte are not fo much affected,

even in contemplating the beauties of nature,

with the mere perception of external objects, as

with the general influences of their union and

correfpondence." It is not that particular tree,

or that cavern, or that cafcade, which affords

them all their enjoyment ; they derive their

chief pleafure from the united effect of the tree,

the cavern, and the cafcade. A perfon of fenfi-

bility will be lefs able, perhaps, than another, to

give an exact account of the different parts of an

exquifite landfcape, of its length, width, and the

number of objects it contains. Yet the general
effect poffeffes him altogether, and produces in

his mind very uncommon fenfations. The im-

pulfe, however, is tender, and cannot be de*

fcribed. Indeed, it is the power of producing
thefe fenfations that gives the ftamp of genuine

excellence, in particular, to the works of the

poet.
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poet. Verfes may be polifhed, and may glow
with excellent imagery ;

but unlefs, like the

poems of Parnel, or the lefler poems of Milton,

they pleafe by their enchanting influence on the

heart, and by exciting feelings that are confid-

ent, or of a fimilar tendency, they are never

truly delightful. Horace, I think, exprefles

this fentiment, when he fays, in the words of

my motto,

Non fatis eft pulchra efle poemata ; dulcia funto ;

and an attention to this circumftance is fo im-

portant, that, along with fome other exertions,

it enables the poet and painter, at leaft, to rival

the works of Nature.

N 25. TUESDAY, April 20, 1779.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,
o M E time ago I troubled you with a letter,

giving an account of a particulart fort of

grievance, felt by the families of men of fmall

fortunes, from their acquaintance with thofe of

great ones. I am emboldened, by the favourable

reception of my firft letter, to write you a fecond

upon the fame fubject.

M 3 You
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You will remember, Sir, my account of a

vifit which my daughters paid to a great lady

in our neighbourhood, and of the effe&s which

that vifit had upon them. I was beginning to

hope that time, and the fobriety of manners

which home exhibited, would reftore them to

their former fituation, when, unfortunately, a

circumftance happened, ftill more fatal to me
than their expedition to . This, Sir, was

the honour of a vifit from the great lady in re-

turn.

I was juft returning from the fuperintendence

of my ploughs in a field I have lately inclofed,

when I was met, on the green before my door,

by a gentleman (for fuch I took him to be)

mounted upon a very handfome gelding, who
afked me, by the appellation of bonefl friend^ if

this was not Mr. Homefpuns ; and, in the fame

breath, whether the ladies were at home ? I told

him, my name was Homefpim^ the houfe was

mine, and my wife and daughters were, I be-

lieved, within. Upon this, the young man,

pulling off his hat, and begging my pardon for

calling me honeft, faid, he was difpatched by

Lady ,
with her compliments to Mrs. and

Mifies Homefpun, and that, if convenient, me
intended herfelf the honour of dining with them,

on her return from B park (the feat of

another great and rich lady in our neighbour-

hood).
I con-
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I confefs, Mr. MIRROR, I was ftruck fome-

what of an heap with the meflage ;
and it would

not, in all probability, have received an imme-
diate anfwer, had it not been overheard by my
eldeft daughter, who had come to the window
on the appearance of a ftranger.

" Mr. Papillot"
faid {he immediately,

"
I rejoice to fee you; I

"
hope your Lady and all the family are well."

"
Very much at your fervice, Ma'am," he re-

plied, with a low bow ;

"
my Lady fent me be-

"
fore, with the offer of her beft compliments,

" and that, if convenient" and fo forth, re-

peating his words to me. " She does us infinite

"
honour," faid my young Madam ;

"
let her

Ladyfhip know how happy her vifit will make

us ; but, in the mean time, Mr. Papillot^ give

your horfe to one of the fervants, and come
" in and have a glafs of fomething after your
"

ride." "
I am afraid," anfwered he (pulling

out his right-hand watch, for, would you be-

lieve it, Sir? the fellow had one in each fob),
* c

I {hall hardly have time to meet my Lady at
" the place {he appointed me." On a fecond in-

vitation, however, he difmounted, and went

into the houfe, leaving his horfe to the care of

the fervants ; but the fervants, as my daughter

very well knew, were all in the fields at work; fo

I, who have a liking for a good horfe, and cannot

bear to fee him neglected, had the honour of

putting Mr, Papilhfs in the ftable myfelf.

M 4 After
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After about an hour's ftay, for the gentle-
man feemed to forget his hurry within doors,

Mr. Papillot departed. My daughters, I mean
the two polite ones, obferved how handfome he

was
;
and added another obfervation, that it was

only to particular friends my Lady fent meflages

by him, who was her own body fervant, and

not accuftomed to fuch offices. My wife feemed

highly pleafed with this laft remark: I was about

to be angry ;
but on fuch occafions it is not my

way to fay much
;

I generally fhrug up my
fhoulders in filence ; yet, as I faid before, Mr.

MIRROR, 1 would not have you think me hen-

peck'd.

By this time, every domeftic about my houfe,

male and female, were called from their feveral

employments to affift in the preparations for her

Ladyfhip's reception. It would tire you to enu-

merate the various fhifts that were made, by

purchafing, borrowing, &c. to furnifh out a

dinner fuitable to the occafion. My little grey

poney, which I keep for fending to market,

broke his wind in the caufe, and has never been

good for any thing fince.

Nor was there lefs ado in making ourfelves

and our attendants fit to appear before fuch

company. The female part of the family ma-

naged the matter pretty eafily ; women, I ob-

ferve, having a natural talent that way. My
wife took upon herfelf the charge of apparelling

me
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me for the occafion. A laced fuit, which I had

worn at my marriage, was got up for the pur-

pofe ; but the breeches burft a feam at the very
firft attempt of pulling them on, and the fleeves

of the coat were alfo impracticable ;
fo me was

forced to content herfelf with clothing me in my
Sunday's coat and breeches, with the laced waift-

coat of the above-mentioned fuit, flit in the back,

to fet them off a little. My gardener, who has

been accuftomed, indeed, to ferve in many ca-

pacities, had his head cropped, curled, and pow-
dered, for the part of butler ; one of the beft-

looking plough-boys had a yellow cape clapped
to his Sunday's coat to make him pafs for a ier-

vant in livery ; and we borrowed my fon-m-law,
the parfon's man, for a third hand.

All this was accompliihed, though not with-

out fome tumult and diibrder, before the arrival

of the great lady. She gave us, indeed, more
time for the purpofe than we looked for, as it

was near fix o'clock before me arrived. But this

was productive of a misfortune on the other

hand ; the dinner my poor wife had buftled

fweated, and fcolded for, .was fo over-boiled

over-ftewed, and over-roafted, that it needed

the appetite of fo late an hour to make it go well

down even with me, who am not very nice in,

thefe matters : luckily her Ladyfhip, as I am told,

never eats much, for fear of fpoiling her fhape, now
that fmall waifts have come into faihion again.

The
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The dinner, however, though fpoiled in the

cooking, was not thrown away, as her Lady-

fhip's train made mift to eat the greateft part of

it. When I fay her train
,

I do not mean her

fervants only, of which there were half a dozen

in livery, befides the illuftrious Mr. Papillot^

and her Ladymip's maid, gentlewoman I fhould

fay, who had a table to themfelves. Her par-
lour-attendants were equally numerous, confift-

irig of two ladies and fix gentlemen, who had

accompanied her Ladyfhip in this excurfion,

and did us the honour of coming to eat and

drink with us, and bringing their fervants to do

the fame, though we had never feen or heard of

them before.

During the progrefs of this entertainment,

there were feveral little embarraflments which

might appear ridiculous in defcription, but were

matters of ferious diftrefs to us. Soup was fpill-

ed, dimes overturned, and glaffes broken, by
the awkwardnefs of our attendants ; and things

\vere not a bit mended by my wife's folicitude

(who, to do her juftice, had all her eyes about

her) to correct them.

From the time of her Ladyfhip's arrival, it

was impoffible that dinner could be over before

it was dark
; this, with the confideration of the

bad road fhe had to pafs through in her way to

the next houfe Ihe meant to vifit, produced an

invitation from my wife and daughters to pafs

the
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the night with us
; which, after a few words of

apology for the trouble fhe gave us, and a few

more of the honour we received, was agreed to.

This gave rife to a new fcene of preparation,

rather more difficult than that before dinner.

My wife and I xvere diflodged from our own

apartment, to make room for our noble gueft.

Our four daughters were crammed in by us,

and flept on the floor, that their rooms might
be left for the two ladies and four of the gentle-
men who were entitled to the greateft degree of

-refpet ;
for the remaining two, we found "beds

at my fon-in-law's. My two eldeft daughters

had, indeed, little time to fleep, being clofetted

the greateft part of the night with their right

honourable vifitor. My offices were turned

topfy-turvy for the accommodation of the fer-

vants of my guefts, and my own horfes turned

into the fields, that theirs might occupy my
ftable.

All thefe are hardships of their kind, Mr.

MIRROR, which the honour that accompanies
them feems to me not fully to compenfate ; but

thefe are flight grievances, in comparifon with

what I have to complain of as the effects of this

vifit. The malady of my two eldeft daughters

is not only returned with increafed violence upon

them, but has now communicated itfelf to every

other branch of my family. My wife, formerly

a decent difcreet woman, who liked her own

way,
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way, indeed, but was a notable manager, now
talks of this and that piece of expence as necef-

fary to the rank of a gentlewoman, and has

lately dropped fome broad hints, that a winter

in town is neceflary to the accomplifhment of

one. My two younger daughters have got the

beads that formerly belonged to their elder fill-

ers, to each of whom, unfortunately, the great

lady prefented a fet of feathers, for which new
beads were eflentially requifite.

The infide of all of them has undergone a

very finking metamorphoiis, from this one

night's inflru&ion of their vifitor. There is,

it feems, a famion in morality^ as well as in

drefs ;
and the prefent mode is not quite fo

ftraight-lac'd as the flays are. My two fine la-

dies .talked, a few mornings ago, of fuch a gen-
tleman's connection with Mifs C

, and fuch

another's arrangement with Lady G , with

all the eafe in the world : yet thefe words, I

find, being interpreted, mean nothing lefs than

fornication and adultery. I fometimes remon-

flrate warmly, efpecially when I have my fon-

in-law to back me, againft thefe new-fangled
freedoms ;

but another doctrine they have learned

is, that afather and a parfon may preach as they

pleafe, but are to be followed only according to

the inclination of their audience. Indeed I

could not help obferving, that my Lady
never mentioned her abfent Lord (who, I un-

derftand,
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derftand, is feldom of her parties), except fome-

times to let us know how much fhe differed in

opinion from him.

This contempt of authority, and affectation

of famion, has gone a ftep lower in my houfe-

hold. My gardener has tied his hair behind,

and ftolen my flour to powder it, ever fince he

faw Mr. Paplllot ; and yefterday he gave me

warning that he mould leave me next term, if

I did not take him into the houfe, and provide
another hand for the work in the garden. I

found a great hoyden, who wafhes my daughters

linens, fitting, the other afternoon, dreffed in

one of their caft fly-caps, entertaining this fame

oaf of a gardener, and the wives of two of my
farm-fervants, with tea, forfooth ; and when I

quarrelled her for it, fhe replied, that Mrs.

Dimmlty^ my Lady 's gentlewoman, told

her all the maids at had tea, and faw

company of an afternoon.

But I am refolved on a reformation, Mr.

MIRROR, and lhall let my wife and daughters

know, that I will be mafter of my own houfe

and my own expences, and will neither be made

a fool or a beggar, though it were after the

manner of the greateft Lord in Chriftendom.

Yet I confefs I am always for trying gentle

methods firft. I beg, therefore, that you will

infert this in your next paper, and add to it

fome exhortations of your own to prevail on

i them,
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them, if poffible, to give over a behaviour,

which I think, under favour, is rather improper
even in greatfolks, but it is certainly ruinous to

little ones.

I am, &c.

JOHN HOMESPUN.

Mr. Homefpun's relation, too valuable to be

fhortened, leaves me not room at prefent for any
obfervations. But I have feen the change of

manners among fome of my countrywomen,
for feveral years paft, with the moft fenfible

regret ; and I intend foon to devote a paper to

a ferious remonftrance with them on the fub-

jeft.

N 26. SATURDAY, April 24, 1779.

o T H i N G can give a truer picture of the

manners of any particular age, or point
out more ftrongly thofe circumftances which di-

flinguifli it from others, than the change that

takes place in the rules eftablifhed as to the ex-

ternal conduct ofmen in fociety, or in what may
be called the fyilem of politenefs.

It
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It were abfurd to fay, that from a man's ex-

ternal conduct, we are always to judge of the

feelings of his mind
; but, certainly, when there

are rules laid down for men's external beha-

viour to one another, we may conclude, that

there are fome general feelings prevalent among
the people which dictate thofe rules, and make

a deviation from them to be confidered as im-

proper. When at any time, therefore, an' al-

teration in thofe general rules takes place, it is

reafonable to fuppole that the change has been

produced by fome alteration in the feelings, and

in the ideas of propriety and impropriety of the

people.

Whoever confiders the rules of external be-

haviour eftabliihed about a century ago, muft

be convinced, that much lefs attention was then

paid by men of high rank to the feelings of

thofe beneath them, than in the prefent age;

In that sera, a man ufed to meafure out his pom-

plaifance to others according to the degree of

rank in which they ftood, compared with his

own. A Peer had a certain manner of addrefs

and falutation to a Peer of equal rank, a dif-

ferent one to a Peer of an inferior order, and,
to a commoner, the mode of addrefs was di-

verfified according to the antiquity of his family,
or the extent of his pofleffions ; fo that a ftranger,

who happened to be prefent at the levee of a

great man, could, with tolerable certainty, by

examining
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examining his features, or attending to the low-

nefs of his bow, judge of the different degrees
of dignity among his vifitors.

Were it the purpofe of the prefent paper, this

might be traced back to a very remote period.

By the Ear! of Northumberland^ houfehold book,

begun in the year 15 1 2, it appears that my Lord's

board-end, that is to fay, the end of the table

where he and his principal guefts were feated,

was ferved with a different and more delicate fort

of viands, than thofe allotted to the lower end.
"

// is thought good" fays that curious record,

that no pluvers be brought at no time but only In

Chrijlmas, andprincipalfeafts, and my Lord to

beferved therewith, and his board-end, and no
" other" The line of diftindion was marked

by a largefaltcellar, placed in the middle of the

table, above which, at my Loras board-end, fat

the diftinguimed guefts, and below it thofe of an

inferior clafs.

In this country, and in a period nearer our

own times, we have heard of a Highland chief-

tain, who died not half a century ago, remark-

able for his hofpitality, and for having his table

conftantly crowded with a number of guefts ;

poffeffmg a high idea of the dignity of his family,

and warmly attached to ancient manners, he was

in ufe very nicely to difcriminate, by his beha-

viour to them, the ranks of the different perfons

he entertained. The head of the table was oc-

cupied
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cupied by himfelf, and the reft of the company
fat nearer or more remote from him according
to their refpective ranks. All, indeed, were

allowed to partake of the 'fame food ; but when
the liquor was produced, which was, at that

time, and perhaps ftill is, in fome parts of Scot-

land, accounted the principal part of a feaft, a dif-

ferent fort of beverage was afligned to the guefts,

according to their different dignities. The chief-

tain himfelf, and his family, or near relations,

drank wine of the beft kind ; to perfons next in

degree, was allotted wine of an inferior fort ;

and to guefts of a ftill lower rank, were allowed

only thofe liquors which were the natural pro-
duce of the country. This diftin&ion was agree-

able to the rules of politenefs at that time efta-

blifhed : the entertainer did not feel any thing

difagreeable in making it ; nor did any of the

entertained think themfelves entitled to take this

treatment amifs.

It muft be admitted, that a behaviour of this

fort would not be confonant to the rules of po-
litenefs eftablimed in the prefent age. A man
of good breeding now confiders the fame degree

of attention to be due to every man in the rank

of a gentleman, be his fortune, or the antiquity of

his family, what it may ; nay, a man of real

politenefs will feel it rather more incumbent on

him to be attentive and complaifant to his in-

feriors in thcfe refpe&s, than to his equals.

VOL, i. The
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The idea which in modern times is entertained

of politenefs, points out fuch a conduct. It is

founded on this, that a man of a cultivated mind

is taught to feel a greater degree of pleafure in at-

tending to the eafe and happinefs of people with

whom he mixes in fociety, than in ftudying his

own. On this account he gives up what would be

agreeable to his own tafte, becaufe he finds more

fatisfadion in humouring the tafte of others.

Thus, a gentleman now-a-days takes the lowefl

place at his own table ; and, if there be any de-

licacy there, it is fet apart for his guefts. The
entertainer finds a much more fenfible pleafure

in beftowing it on them, than in taking it to

himfelf.

From the fame caufe, if a gentleman be in

company with another, not fo opulent as him-

felf, or, however worthy, not poflefled of the

fame degree of thofe adventitious honours which

are held in efteem by the world, politenefs will

teach the former to pay peculiar attention and

obfervation to the latter. Men, even of the

higheft minds, when they are firft introduced

into company with their fuperiors in rank or

fortune, are apt to feel a certain degree of awk-
wardnefs and uneafinefs which it requires fome
time and habit to wear off. A man of fortune

or of rank, if poflefled of a fenfible mind and

real politenefs, will feel, and be at particular

pains to remove this. Hence he will be led to

be
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be rather more attentive to thofe who, in the

eyes of the multitude, are reckoned his inferiors,

than to others who are more upon a footing

with him.

It is not propofed, in this paper, to inquire

what are the caufes of the difference of men's

ideas, as to the rules of politenefs in this and

the former age. It is fufficient to obferve, and

the reflection is a very pleafant one, that the

modern rules of good-breeding muft give us a

higher idea of the humanity and refinement of

this age than of the former ; and, though the

mode of behaviour above mentioned may not be

univerfally obferved in practice, yet it is hoped
it will not be difputed, that it is confonant to

the rules which are now pretty generally efta-

blifhed.

It ought, however, to be obferved, that when
we fpeak, even at this day, of good-breeding,
of politenefs, of complaifance, thefe expreffions

are always confined to our behaviour towards

thofe who are coniidered to be in the rank of

gentlemen ; but no fyftem of politenefs or of

complaifance is eftablifhed, at leaft in this coun-

try, for our behaviour to thofe of a lower ftation.

The rules of good breeding do not extend to

them ; and he may be efteemed the beft-bred

man in the world who is a very brute to his fer-

vants and dependants.
N 2 This
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This I cannot help confidering as a matter of

regret, and it were to be wimed that the fame

humanity and refinement, which recommends an

equal attention to all in the rank of gentlemen,
would extend fome degree of that attention to

thofe who are in ftations below them.

It will require but little obfervation to be

fatisfied, that all men, in whatever fituation,

are endowed with the fame feelings (though
education or example may give them a different

modification) ;
and that one in the loweft rank

of life may be fenfible of a piece of infolence, or

an affront, as well as one in the higheft. Nay,
it ought to be confidered, that the greater the

difproportion of rank, the affront will be the

more fenfibly felt ; the greater the diftance from

which it comes, and the more unable the perfon
affronted to revenge it, by fo much the heavier

will it fall.

It is not meant, that in our tranfa&ions with

men of a very low ftation, and who, from their

circumftances, and the wants of fociety, muft be

employed in fervile labour, we are to behave,

in all refpefts, as to thofe who are in the rank

of gentlemen. The thing is impoflible, and fuch

men do not expect it. But in all our inter-

courfe with them, we ought to confider that

they are men poffeffed of like feelings with our-

felves, which nature has given them, and which

no fituation can or ought to eradicate. When
we
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we employ them in the labour of life, it ought

to be our ftudy to demand that labour in the

manner eafieft to them j
and we mould never for-

get that gentlenefs is part of the 'wages we owe

them for their fervice.

Yet how many men, in other refpects of the

beft and moft refpectable characters, are, from in-

advertency, or the force of habit, deaf to thofe

confiderations ! and, indeed, the thing has been

fo little attended to, that in this, which has been

called a polite age, complaifance to fervants and

dependants is not, as I have already obferved, at

leaft in this country, confidered as making any

part of politenefs.

But there is another fet of perfons ftill more

expofed to be treated roughly than even do-

meftic fervants, and thefe are, the waiters at

inns and taverns. Between a mafter and fer-

vant a certain connection fubfifts, which pre-
vents the former from ufmg the latter very ill.

The fervant, if he is good for any thing, na-

turally forms an attachment to his mafter, and

to his intereft, which produces a mutual inter-

courfe of kindnefs between them. But no con-

nection of this fort can be formed with the

temporary attendants above mentioned. Hence
the monftrous abufe which fuch perfons fre-

quently fuffer
; every traveller, and every man

who enters a tavern, thinks he is entitled to

vent his own ill-humour upon them, and vollies

N 3 of.
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of curfes are too often the only language they
meet with.

Having mentioned the waiters in inns and

taverns, I cannot avoid taking particular notice

of the treatment to which thofe of the female

fex, who are employed in places of that fort, are

often expofed. Their fituation is, indeed, pecu-

liarly unfortunate. If a girl in an inn happen
to be handfome, and a parcel of young thought-
lefs fellows caft their eyes upon her, me is im-

mediately made the fubject of taunt and merri-

ment ; coarfe and indecent jokes are often ut-

tered in her hearing, and converfation mocking
to modeft ears is frequently addrefled to her.

The poor girl, all the while, is at a lofs how
to behave

;
if me venture on a fpirited anfwer,

the probable confequencc will be, to raife the

mirth of the facetious company, and to expofe

her to a repetition of infults. If, guided by the

feelings of modefty, me avoid the prefence of

the impertinent guefts, me is complained of for

neglecting her duty ; fhe lofes the little per-

quifite which, otherwife, fhe would be entitled

to ; perhaps difobliges her miftrefs, and lofes her

place. Whoever attends but for a moment to

the cafe of a poor girl fo fituated, if he be not

loft to all fenfe of virtue, muft feel his heart re-

lent at the cruelty of taking advantage of fuch a

fituation. But the misfortune is, that we fel-

dom attend to fuch cafes at all ; we fometimes

think
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think of the fatigues and fufFerings incident to

the bodies of our inferiors ; but we fcarcely ever

allow any fenfe of pain to their minds.

Among the French, whom we mimic in much

falfc politenefs, without learning from them, as

we might do, much of the true, the obfervances

of good-breeding are not confined merely to

gentlemen, but extend to perfons of the loweft

ranks. Thus a Frenchman hardly ever addrefles

any man, however mean his condition, without

calling him Monfteur, and the pooreft woman
in a county village is addrefled by the appellation

of Madame. The accofting, in this manner,

people of fo very low a rank, in the fame terms

with thofe fo much their fupgriors, may perhaps

appear extravagant ;
but the practice {hews how

much that refined and elegant people are atten-

tive to the feelings of the meaneft, when they
have extended the rules and ceremonial ofpolite-
nefs even to thena.
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N 27. TUESDAY,, April 27, 1779.

There is a kind of mournful eloquence
In thy dumb grief, which {names all clamorous forrow.

LEE'S THEODOSIUS.

A VERY amiable and much refpe&ed friend

* ^ of mine, whofe real name I mall con-

ceal under that of Wentwortb, had lately the

misfortune of lofmg a wife, who was not only

peculiarly beautiful, but whofe foul was the

maniion of every virtue, and of every elegant

accomplimment. She was fuddenly cut off in

the flower of her age, after having lived twelve

years with the beft and moft affectionate of

hufbands. A perfect fimilarity of temper and

difpofition, a kindred delicacy of tafte and

fentiment, had linked their hearts together in

early youth, and each fucceeding year feemed

but to add new ftrength to their affection.

Though pofleffed of an affluent fortune, they

preferred the tranquillity of the country to all

the gay pleafures of the capital. In the culti-

vation of their eftate, in cherifhing the vir-

tuous induftry of its inhabitants, in ornament-

ing a beautiful feat, in the fociety of one an-

other, in the innocent prattle of their little

children,
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children, and in the company of a few friends,

Mr. Wentwortb and his Amelia found every wiflx

gratified, and their happinefs complete.

My readers will judge then, what muft have

been Mr. Wentworth's feelings, when Amelia was

thus fuddenly torn from him, in the very prime
of her life, and in the midft of her felicity.

I dreaded the effects of it upon a mind of his

nice and delicate fenfibility ; and, receiving a

letter from his brother, requefting me to come
to them, I hafted thither, to endeavour, by
my prefence, to afliiage his grief, and prevent
thofe fatal confequences of which I was fo ap-

prehenfive.

As I approached the houfe, the fight of all

the well-known fcenes brought frefh into my
mind the remembrance of Amelia; and I felt

myfelf but ill qualified to act the part of a

comforter. When my carriage flopt at the

gate, I trembled, and would have given the

world to go back. A heart-felt forrow fat on
the countenance of every fervant ; and I walked

into the houfe without a word being uttered.

In the hall I was met by the old butler,
who has grown grey-headed in the family,
and he haftened to conduct: me up flairs. As
I walked up, I commanded firmnefs enough
to fay,

"
Well, William, how is Mr. Went-

c worth ?" The old man, turning about with

a look that pierced my heart, faid,
"
Oh, Sir,
" our
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" our excellent Lady !" Here his grief

overwhelmed him ; and it was with difficulty he

was able to open to me the door of the apart-

ment.

Mr. Wentworth ran and embraced me with

the warmeft affection ; and, after a few mo-

ments, affumed a firmnefs, and even an eafe,

that furprifed me. His brother, with a fifter

of Amelia's, and fome other friends that were

in the room, appeared more overpowered than

my friend himfelf, who, by the fortitude of

his behaviour, feemed rather to moderate the

grief of thofe around him, than to demand

their compaffion for himfelf. By his gentle

and kind attentions, he feemed anxious to re-

lieve their forrow ; and, by a fort of concerted

tranquillity, ftrove to prevent their difcovering

any fymptoms of the bitter anguifh which

preyed upon his mind. His countenance was

pale, and his eyes betrayed that his heart was ill

at eafe ;
but it was that filent and majeftic for-

row which commands our reverence and our

admiration.

Next morning, after breakfaft, I chanced to

take up a volume of Metaftafio, that lay

amongft other books upon a table; and as I

was turning over the leaves, a flip of paper,
with fomething written on it, dropped upon
the floor. Mr. Wentworth picked it up; and

is he looked at it, I faw the tears ftart from

2 his
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his eyes, and, fetching a deep figh, he uttered,

in a low and broken voice,
" My poor Amelia /"

It was the tranflation of a favourite paflage

which me had been attempting, but had left

unfinifhed. As if uneafy left I had perceived his

emotion, he carelefsly threw his arm over my
fhoulder, and reading aloud a few lines of the

page which I held open in my hand, he went

into fome remarks on the poetry of that elegant
author. Some time after, I obferved him take

up the book, and carefully replacing the flip of

paper where it had been, put the volume in his

pocket.

Mr. Wentworth propofed that we fhould

walk out, and that he himfelf would accompany
us. As we ftepped through the hall,- one of

my friend's youngeft boys came running up,
and catching his Papa by the hand, cried out

with joy, that
" Mamas Rover was returned"

This was a fpaniel, who had been the favourite

of Amelia, and had followed her in all her walks ;

but after her death, had been fent to the houfe

of a villager, to be out of the immediate fight

of the family. Having fomehow made his

efcape from thence, the dog had that morning
found his way home

; and, as foon as he faw Mr.

Wentworth, leaped upon him with an excefs of

fondnefs. I faw my friend's lips and cheeks

quiver. He catched his little Frank in his arms ;

and, for a few moments, hid his face in his neck.

As
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As we traverfed his delightful grounds, many
different fcenes naturally recalled the remem-

brance of Amelia. My friend, indeed, in or-

der to avoid fome of her favourite walks, had

conducted us an unufual road ; but what corner

could be found that did not bear the traces of

her hand ? Her elegant tafte had marked the pe-

culiar beauty of each different fcene, and had

brought it forth to view with fuch a happy deli-

cacy of art, as to make it feem the work of na-

ture alone. As we crofled certain paths in the

woods, and pafled by fome ruftic buildings, I

could fometimes difcern an emotion in my
friend's countenance ;

but he inftantly ftifled it

with a firmnefs and dignity that made me care-

ful not to feem to obferve it.

Towards night, Mr. Wentworth having ftolen

out of the room, his brother and I ftepped out

to a terrace behind the houfe. It was the dufk

of the evening, the air was mild and ferene,

and the moon was rifmg in all her brightnefs

from the cloud of the eaft. The finenefs of the

night made us extend our walk, and we ftrayed

into a hollow valley, whofe fides are covered

with trees overhanging a brook that pours itfelf

along over broken rocks. We approached a

ruftic grotto, placed in a fequeftered corner,

under a half-impending rock. My companion

(lopped.
"

This,'* faid he,
" was one of Ame-

"
lia's walks, and that grotto was her favourite

*

evening
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"
evening retreat. The laft night fhe ever

** walked out, and the very evening {he caught
" that fatal fever, I was with my brother and
"

her, while we fat and read to each other in

" that very place." While he fpoke, we per-

ceived a man fteal out of the grotto, and, avoid-

ing us, take his way by a path through a thicket

of trees on the other fide.
"

It is my brother,"

faid young Wentworth ;

<c he has been here in
"

his Amelia's favourite grove, indulging that

"
grief he fo carefully conceals from us."

We returned to the houfe, and found Mr.

Wentworth with the reft of the company. He
forced on fome converfation, and even affected

a degree of gentle pleafantry during the whole

evening.

Such, in fhort, is the noble deportment of my
friend, that, in place of finding it neceffary to

temper and moderate his grief, I muft avoid

feeming to perceive it, and dare fcarcely appear
even to think of the heavy calamity which has

befallen him. I too well know what he feels ;

but the more I know this, the more does the

dignity of his recollection and fortitude excite

my admiration, and command my filent at-

tention and refpect.

How very different is this dignified and re-

ferved forrow, from that weak and teazing grief

which difgufts, by its fighs and tears, and cla-

morous lamentations? How much does fuch

noble
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noble fortitude of deportment call forth our re-

gard and reverence ? How much is a character

in other refpects eftimable, degraded by a con-

trary demeanour ? How much does the exceffive,

the importunate, and unmanly grief of Cicero,

diminifh the very high refpect which we fhould

otherwife entertain for the exalted character of

that illuftrious Roman ?

Writers on practical morality have defcribed

and analyzed the paflion of grief, and have pre-

tended to prefcribe remedies for reftoring the

mind to tranquillity ; but, I believe, little bene-

fit has been derived from any thing they have

advifed. To tell a perfon in grief, that time

will relieve him, is truly applying no remedy ;

and to bid him reflect how many others there

tnay be who are more wretched, is a very in-

efficacious one. The truth is, that the excefs

of this, as well as of other paffions, muft be pre-

vented rather than cured. It muft be obviated,

by our attaining that evennefs and equality of

temper, which can arife only from an improved

underftanding, and an habitual intercourfe with

refined fociety. Thefe will not, indeed, ex-

empt us from the pangs of forrow, but will en-

able us to bear them with a noble grace and

propriety, and will render the prefence of our

friends (which is the only remedy) a very effec- -

tual cure.

This
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This is well explained by a philofopher, who

is no lefs eloquent than he is profound. He

juftly obferves, that we naturally, on all occa-

fions, endeavour to bring down our own paf-

fions, to that pitch which thofe about us carr

correfpond with. We view ourfelves in the light

in which we think they view us, and feek to

fuit our behaviour to what we think their feel-

ings can go along with. With an intimate

friend, acquainted with every circumftance of

our fituation, we can, in forae meafure, give

way to our grief, but are more calm than when

by ourfelves. Before a common acquaintance,

we aflume a greater fedatenefs. Before a mixed

aflembly, we afFet a ftill more confiderable de-

gree of compofure. Thus, by the company of

our friends at firft, and afterwards, by mingling
with fociety, we come to fuit our deportment
to what we think they will approve of; we gra-

dually abate the violence of our paffion, and re-

ftore our mind to its wonted tranquillity.

Y
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N 28. SATURDAY, May i, 1779.

Currit ad Indos

Pauperiem fugiens.

** A N D did you not blufh for our country-** " men ?" faid Mr. Umpbraville to Colo-

nel Plitm^ as the latter was defcribing the fack

of an Indian city, and the plunder of its mifer-

able inhabitants, with the death of a Rajah who
had gallantly defended it.

" Not at all, Sir," anfwered the Colonel

coolly :
" our countrymen did no more than

<l
their duty ; and, were we to decline perform-

cc

ing it on fuch occafions, we mould be of little

"
fervice to our country in India."

Mr. Umpbraville made no anfwer to this de-

fence ; but a filent indignation, which fat upon
his countenance, implied a ftronger difapproba-

tion of it, than the moft laboured reply he could

have offered.

For the fame reafon which induced him to

avoid any farther difcuflion of the fubjedt, my
friend endeavoured to give the converfation a

different turn. He led the Colonel into a de-

fcription of the country of India
; and, as that

gentleman defcribed, in very lively colours, the

beauty of its appearance, the number of its

people, and the variety and richnefs of its pro-

du&ions,



N6 28. THE MIRROR. 193

ductions, Mr. Umpbraville liftened to this part

of his difcourie with an uncommon degree of

pleafure and attention.

But, after the Colonel's departure (for this

converfation happened during one of my ex-

cursions to Mr. Umpbraville s, where Colonel

Plum had been on a vifit), the former part of

the converfation recurred immediately to my
friend's memory, arid produced the following, re-

flections :

"
I know not," faid he,

" a more mortify-
"

ing proof of human weaknefs, than that power
" which fituation and habit acquire over prin-
"

ciple and feeling, even in men of the bed
"

natural difpofitioas.
" The gentleman who has juft left us, has

" derived from Nature a more than ordinary
"

degree of good fenfe. Nor does fhe feem to
" have been lefs liberal to him in the affections
" of the heart, than in the powers of the under-
"

ftanding.
" Since his return to this country, Colonel

" Plum has acted the part of an affectionate
" and generous relation, of an attentive, and
"

ufeful friend; he has been an indulgent land-
"

lord, a patron of the induftrious, and a fup-
"

port to the indigent. In a word, he has
"

proved a worthy and ufeful member of fociety,
" on whom fortune feems not to have mifplaced
" her favours.

VOL. i. o s<
Yet,
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Yet, with all the excellent difpofitions of
1 which thefe are proofs, placed as a foldier
' of fortune in India ; inflamed with the am-
1

bition of amaffing wealth ; corrupted by the
6

contagious example of others governed by the
1 fame paffion, and engaged in the fame pur-
"

fuit, Colonel Plum appears to have been little

" under the influence either of juftice or huma-
1

nity; he feems to have viewed the unhappy
"

people of that country merely as the inftru-
"

ments, which, in one way or other, were to

" furnifh himfelf and his countrymen with that
" wealth they had gone fo far in queft of.

"
If thefe circumftances could operate fo

"
ftrongly on fuch a man as Colonel Plum, we

" have little reafon to wonder that they fhould
" have carried others of our countrymen to ftill

" more lamentable excefles
;

that they mould
" have filled that unhappy country with fcenes

<{ of mifery and oppreffion, of which the recital

"
fills us with equal fhame and indignation.

" Yet fuch examples as that of the Colonel

" mould perhaps difpofe us, in place of violently
<;

declaiming againft the conduct of individuals,
" to inveftigate the caufes by which it is pro-
** duced.

" The conquefts of a commercial people have
"

always, I believe, proved uncommonly de-
" ftrudive ;

and this might naturally have been

"
expeded of thofe made by our countrymen
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c< in India, under the direction of a mercantile
"

fociety, conducted by its members in a diftant

"
country, in a climate fatal to European con-

"
ftitutions, which they vifit only for the pur-

"
pofe of fuddenly amaffing riches, and from

" which they are anxious to return as foon as
"

that purpofe is accomplimed.
" How far fuch a company, whofe original

" connection with India was merely the profe-
"

cution of their private commerce, fhould have
"

ever been allowed to aflume, and fhould ftill

" continue to poflefs, the unnatural character
" of fovereigns and conquerors, and to condud~b
"

the government of a great empire ;
is a point

" which may, perhaps, merit the attention of
<{ the legiflature, as much as many of the more

1 minute inquiries in which they have of late

" been engaged.
"

I have often thought how much our fu-
1

perior knowledge in the art of government
1

might enable us to change the condition of that
c

unfortunate country for the better. I have
'

pleafed myfelf with fondly picturing out the
1

progrefs of fuch a plan ; with fancying I faw
" the followers of Mahomet lay afide their fe-

'

rocity and ambition
;
the peaceful difciples

" of Brahma^ happy in the fecurity of a good
"

government, and in the enjoyment of thofe
" innocent and fimple manners which mark the
"

influence of a fruitful climate and a beneficent

02 "
religion.
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'

religion. But, alas!" continued Mr. Umphra-
ville, with a figh,

" fuch reformations are more
"

eafily effected by me in my elbow-chair, than
1

by thofe who conduct the great and compli-
*' cated machine of government.

"
I wifh," added he,

"
it may be only the

" contracted view of things natural to a retired

" old man, wich leads me to fear that, in this

country, the period of fuch reformations is

nearly paft ; when I obferve that almoft all men

regulate their conduct, and form the minds of

the rifing generation, by this maxim,

Quaerenda pecunia primum eft,

Virtus poft Nummos ;

"
I cannot but apprehend, from the prevalence

" of fo mean and fo corrupt a principle, the
" fame national corruption which the Roman

poet afcribes to it.

" In the lower ranks, the defire of gain, as

it is the fource of induftry, may be held

equally conducive to private happinefs and
"

public profperity ;
but thofe who, by birth

" or education, are diftined for nobler purfuits,
" fhould be actuated by more generous paffions.
" If from luxury, and the love of vain expence,
"

they alfo fhall give way to this defire ofwealth ;

"
if it fhall extinguifh the fentiments of public

"
virtue, and the paflion for true glory, na-

"
tural to that order of the ftate; the fpring

" of

Cl

ct
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<c of private and of national honour muft
" have loft its force, and there will remain
"

nothing to withftand the general corruptioa
" of manners, and the public diforder and de-
*'

bility which are its infeparable attendants.
" If our country has not already reached this

"
point of degeneracy, fhe feems, at leaft, as

"
far as a fpedator of her manners can judge,

"
to be too faft approaching it."

Somewhat in this manner did Mr. Umpbra-
vllle exprefs himielf. Living retired in the

country, converfing with few, and ignorant of

the opinions of the many ;
attached to ideas of

family, and not very fond of the mercantile in-

tereft ; difpofed to give praife to former times,

and not to think highly of the prefent ;
in his

apprehenfion of fads he is often miftaken, and

the conclufions he draws from thofe fads are

often erroneous. In the prefent inftance, the

view xvhich I have prefented of his opinions,

may throw farther light upon his character; it

gives a ftriking picture both of the candour of

his mind, and of the generofity of his fenti-

ments, His opinions, though erroneous, may
be ufeful

; they may remind thofe who, though
endued, like Colonel Plum, with good difpoli-

tions, are in danger of being feduced by cir-

cumftances and fituation, that^our own intereft

or ambition is never to be purfued but in con-

fiftency with the facred obligations of juftice,

o 3 humanity,
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humanity, and benevolence
;

and they may
afford a very pleafmg fource of reflection to

others, who, in trying fituations, have main-

tained their virtue and their character untainted.

O

N 29. TUESDAY, May 4, 1779.

Conciliat animos comitas affabilitafque fermonis.

Cic. DE OFFIC.

OLITENESS, or the external fhew of hu-

JL manity, has been ftrongly recommended by

fome, and has been treated with exceflive ridi-

cule by others. It has fometimes been repre-

fented, very improperly, as conftituting the fum
of merit : and thus affectation and grimace have

been fubflituted in place of virtue. There are,

on the other hand, perfons who cover their own

rudenefs, and juftify grofs rufticity, by calling

their conduct honeft bluntnefs, and by defaming

complacent manners, as fawning or hypocritical.

Shakefpeare, in his King Lear
y
(ketches this cha-

racter with his ufual ability :

This is fome fellow

Who, having been prais'd for bluntnefs, doth affed

A faucy roughnefs, and conftrains the garb

Quite from his nature. He can't flatter j he,

An honeft mind and plain, he mud fpeak truth,

An' they will take it fo ; if not, he's plain.

To
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To extol polifhed external manners as con-

ftituting the whole duty of man, or to declaim

againlt them as utterly inconfiftent with truth,

and the refpect we owe to ourfelves, are extremes

equally to be avoided. Let no one believe that

the (hew of humanity is equal to the reality :

nor let any one, from the defire of pleafmg,

depart from the line of truth, or ftoop to mean

condefcenfion. But to prefume favourably of

all men ; to confider them as worthy of our

regard till we have evidence of the contrary ; to

be inclined to render them fervices ; and to enter-

tain confidence in their inclinations to follow a

fimilar conduct ; conftitute a temper, which

every man, for his own peace and for the peace
of fociety, ought to improve and exhibit. Now,
this is the temper effential to polilhed manners ;

and the external {hew of civilities is a banner

held forth, announcing to all men, that we hold

them in due refpect, and are diipofed to oblige

them. Befides, it will often occur, that we

may have the ftrongeft conviction of worth in

another perfon ;
that we may be difpofed, from

gratitude or efteem, to render him fuitable ier-

vices ; and yet may have no opportunity of

teftifying, by thofe actions which are their ge-
nuine expreflions, either that conviction, or that

difpofition. Hence external courtefies and civi-

lities are fubftituted, with great propriety, as

figns and reprefentatives of thofe actions which

o 4 we
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we are defirous, and have not the power of per-

forming. They are to be held as pledges of our

efteem and affection.

" But the man of courtly manners often puts
" on a placid and fmiling femblance, while his

" heart rankles with malignant pafliori."

When this is done with an intention to deceive

or enfnare mankind, the conduct is perfidious,

and ought to be branded with infamy. Intiiat

cafe, the law of courtefy is
" more honoured

" in the breach, than in the obfervance." But

there may be another fituation, when the Ihew

of courtefy affumed, while the heart is ftill at

eafe, moved by difagreeable unkindly feelings,

>vould be unjuftly cenfured. From a feeble

conflitution of body, bad health, or foine un-

toward accident or difappointment, you lofe your
wonted feretiity. Influenced by your prefent

humour even to thofe who have no concern in the

accident that hath befallen you, and who would

really be inclined to relieve you from your

tmeaimefs, you become referved and fplenetic.

You know the impropriety of fuch a demean-

our, and endeavour to beget in your bofom a

very different difpofition. Your pa (lions, how-

ever, are flubborn
; images of wrong and of

difappointment have taken flrong hold of your

fancy ;
and your prefent difagreeable and pain-

ful ftate of mind cannot ealily be removed.

Meanwhile, however, you difguife the appcar-

i ance :
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ance ; you are careful to let no fretful expreffion

be uttered, nor any malignant thought lour in

your afpect ; you perform external acts of civi-

lity,
and aflume the tones and the language of

the moft perfect compofure. You thus war with

your own fpirit ; and, by force of commanding
the external fymptoms, you will gain a com-

plete victory. You will actually eftablifti in your

mind that good humour and humanity, which,

a little before, were only yours in appearance.

Now, in this difcipline, there is nothing cri-

minal. In this difcipline, there is a great deal

of merit. It will not only correct and alter our

prefent humours, but may influence our habits

and difpofitions.

A contrary practice may be attended, if not

with dangerous, at leaft with difagreeable con-

fequences. Sir Gregory Blunt was the

eldeft fon of a refpectable family. His fortune

and his anceftry entitled him, as he and his

friends apprehended, to appear in any mape
that he pleafed. He owed, and would owe
no man a milling ;

but other men might be in-

debted to him. He received from nature, and

ftill poflefles, good abilities and humane difpo-
fitions. He is a man, too, of inflexible honour.

Yet Sir Gregory has an unbending caft of mind,
that cannot eafily be famioned into foft com-

pliance and condefcenfion. He never, even at

an early period, had any pretenfions to winning

ways,
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ways, or agreeable affiduities ; nor had he any ta-

lent for acquiring perfonal graces and accomplim-
ments. In every thing that confers the eafy and

engaging air of a gentleman, he was excelled by
his companions. Sir Gregory had fenfe enough
to perceive his own incapacity ; vanity enough
to be hurt with the preferences fhown to young
men lels able or honeft, but more complaifant

than himfelf; and pride enough to caft away all

pretenfions to that fmoothnefs of demeanour in

which he could never excel. Thus he aflumed

a bluntnefs and roughnefs of manners, better

fuited to the natural caft of his temper. He
would be plain ; he hated all your fmiling and

fawning attentions
; he would fpeak what he

thought ;
he would praife no man, even though

he thought him deferving, becaufe he fcorned to

appear a flatterer; and he would promife no

man good offices, not even though he meant to

perform them, becaufe he abhorred oftentation.

Accordingly, in his addrefs, he is often abrupt,

with an approach to rudenefs, which, if it does

not offend, difconcerts ; and he will not return a

civility, becaufe he is not in the humour. He
thus indulges a propenfity which he ought to

have corrected ; and, Have to a furly vanity, he

thinks he acts upon principle.

Now, this habit not only renders him difagree-

able to perfons of polifhed ftianners, but may be

attended with confequences of a more ferious

nature.
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nature. Sir Gregory does not perceive, that,

while he thinks he is plain, he only offers to be

plain ; that he often ftifles a kindly feeling, for

fear of feeming complacent ;
that " he conftrains

" the garb quite from his nature ;" and that he dif-

guifes his appearance as much at lead by exceflive

bluntnefs, as he would by fhewingyo/?^ com-

plaifance. Thus he is hardly entitled, notwith-

lianding his pretenfions, to the praife even of

honeft plainnefs. Befides, his character, in other

relpects, is fo eminent, and his rank fo diftin-

guilhed, that, of courfe, he has many admirers:

and thus all the young men of his neighbour-
hood are becoming as boifterous and as rough as

himfelf. Even fome of his female acquaintance

are likely to fufFer by the contagion of his ex-

ample. Their defire of pleafing has taken an

improper direction ; they feem leis ftudious of

thofe delicate proprieties and observances fo effen-

tial to female excellence
; they alfo will not ap-

pear otherwife than what they are ; and thus

they will not only appear, but become a great

deal worfe. For, as the fhevv of humanity and

good humour may, in fome inftances, promote
a gentle temper, and render us good humoured ;

fo the affectation and (hew of honeft plain-

nefs may lead us to be plain without honefty, and

fincere without good intention. Thofe who af-

fect timidity, may, in time, become cowards ;

and
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and tliofe who affect roughnefs may, in time,

grow inhuman.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

I
HAVE long had a tendre for a young lady,

who is very beautiful, but a little capricious.

I think myfelf unfortunate enough not to be in

her good graces ;
but fome of my friends tell

me I am a fimpleton, and don't underftand her.

Pray be fo kind as inform me, Mr. MIRROR,
what fort of rudenefs amounts to encouragement.
When a lady calls a man impertinent, does fhe

wifh him to be fomewhat more afluming ? When
{he never looks his way, may he reckon himfelf

a favourite ? Or, if fhe tells every body, that

Mr. Such-a- one is her averfion, is Mr. Such-a-one

to take it for granted, that fhe is downright fond

of him ?

Yours refpe&fully,

MODESTUS.
V
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N 30. SATURDAY, May 8, 1779.

IT has fometimes been matter of fpeculation,

whether or not there be a.Jex in ihzfoul : that

there is one in manners, I never heard difputed ;

the fame applaufe which we involuntarily beftow

upon honour, courage, and fpirit in mcn^ we as

naturally confer upon chaftity,modefty, and gen-
tleneis in 'women.

It was formerly one of thofe national boafts

which are always allowable, and fometimes ufe-

ful, that the Ladies of Scotland poflefled a purity
of conduct, and delicacy of manners, beyond
thofe of moft other countries. Free from the

bad effects of overgrown fortunes, and of the

diffipated fociety of an overgrown capital, their

beauty was natural and their minds were uncor-

rupted.

Though I am inclined to believe, that this is

ftill the cafe in general ; yet, from my own ob-

fervation, and the complaints of feveral Corre-

fpondents, I am forry to be obliged to conclude,

that there begins to appear among us a very dif-

ferent ftyle of manners. Perhaps our frequent

communication with the metropolis of our fifter

kingdom, is one great caufe of this. Formerly
a London journey was attended with fome dif-

ficulty



so6 THE MIRROR. N 30.

ficulty and danger, and pofting thither was an

atchievement as mafculine as a fox-chace. Now
the goodnefs of the roads and the convenience

of the vehicles, render it a matter of only a few

days moderate exercife for a lady ;

"
Facills

"
defcenfus

Averm" our wives and daughters

are carried thither to fee the world
;
and we

are not to wonder if fome of them bring back

only that knowledge of it, which the moft ig-

norant can acquire,
and the moft forgetful re-

tain. That knowledge is communicated to a

certain circle, on their return ;
the imitation is

as rapid as it is eafy ; they emulate the Englijh,

who before have copied the French; the drefs,

the phrafe,
and the morale of Paris, is tranf-

planted
firft to London, and thence to Edinburgh ;

and even the fequeftrated regions of the country

are fometimes vifited in this northern progrefs of

politenefs.

And here I cannot help obferving, that the

imitation is often fo clumfy, as to leave out all

the agreeable,
and retain all the offenfive. In

the tranflation
of the manners, as in the tr

(inflation

of the language,
of our neighbours, we are apt to

lofe the fineneffes, the petits agrcmens, which (I

talk like a man of the world) give zeft and value

to the whole.

It will be faid, perhaps, that there is often

a levity of behaviour without any criminality of

conduft 5
that the lady who talks always loud,

and



N 30. THE MIRROR. 207

and fometimes free, goes much abroad, or keeps
a crowd of company at home, rattles in a public

place with a circle of young fellows, or flirts in a

corner with a fmgle one, does all this without

the fmalleft bad intention, merely as fhe puts on

a cap, and (licks it with feathers, becaufe fhe

has feen it done by others whofe rank and

fafhion entitle them to her imitation. Now,

granting that moft of thofe ladies have all the

purity of heart that is contended for, are there

no difagreeable confequences, I would a(k, from

the appearance of evil, exclufive of its reality ?

Decorum is at lead the enfign, if not the outguard
of virtue ; the want of it, if it does not weaken

the garrifon, will, at leaft, embolden the aflail-

ants
;
and a woman's virtue is of fo delicate a

nature, that to be impregnable is not enough,
without the reputation of being fo.

But, though female virtuet
in the fingular^

means chaftity, there are many other endow-

ments, without which a woman's character is

reproachable, though it is not infamous. The
mild demeanor, the modeft deportment, are

valued not only as they denote internal purity

and innocence, but as forming in themfelves the

moft valuable and engaging part of the female

character. There was, of old, a ftiffconftrain-

ed manner, which the moderns finding unplea-

fant, agreed to explode, and, in the common

rage of reformation, fubflituted the very oppo-
fite
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fite extreme in its ftead
;

to banifh. precifenefs,

they called in levity, and ceremony gave way
to fomething like rudenefs. But fafhion may
alter the form, not the eflence of things ; and

though we may lend our laugh, or even our ap-

plaufe, to the woman whofe figure and conver-

fation comes flying out upon us in this fafhion-

able forwardnefs of manner
; yet, I believe,

there is fcarce a votary of the mode who would

wifh his fitter, his wife, or even his miftrefs

(I ufe the word in its modeft fenfe), to pofTefs it.

I have hitherto pointed my obfervations chiefly

at the appearance of our ladies to the world,

which, befides its being more immediately the

object of public cenforfhip, a variety of ftridtures

lately fent me by my Correfpondents naturally

led me to confider. I am afraid, however, the

fame innovation begins to appear in our domeftic

as in our public life, and that the cafe of my
friend Mr. Homefpttn is far from being fingular.

Some of thofe whofe rank and flation are fuch

as to enforce example, and regulate opinion,

rtiink it an honourable diftinction to be able to

lead, from the fober track which the maxims of

their mothers and grandmothers had marked out

for them, fuch young ladies as chance, relation-

fhip, or neighbourhood, has placed within the

reach of their influence. The ftate of diffidence

and dependance, in which a young woman ufed

to find herfelf happy under the protection of her

parents
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parents or guardians, they teach their pupils to

confider as incompatible with fenfe or fpirit.

With them obedience and fubordination are

terms of contempt ;
even the natural reftraints

of time are diiregarded ; childhood is imma-

turely forced into youth, and youth aflumes

the confidence and felf-government of age ; do-

meftic duties are held to be flavifh, and domcftic

enjoyments infipid.

There is an appearance of brilliancy in the

pleafures
of high life and fafhion, which na-

turally dazzles and feduces the young and in-

experienced. But let them not believe that

the fcale of fortune is the ftandard of happinefs,

or the whirl of pleafure, which their patronefles

defcribe, productive of the fatisfadion which

they affed to enjoy in it. Could they trace its

courfe through a month^ a week, or a day, of

that life which they enjoy^ they would find it

commonly expire in languor, or end in difap-

pointment. They would fee the daughters of

fafhion in a ftate the moft painful of any, ob-

liged to cover hatred with the fmile of friend-

fhip, and anguim with the appearance of gaiety ;

they would fee the miftrefs of the feaft, or the

diredrefs of the route, at the table, or in the

drawing-room, in the very fcene of her pride,

torn with thofe jarring paffions which but

I will not talk like a moralift which make

VOL. I. P duchefles
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duchefles mean, and the fineft women in the

world ugly. I do them no injuftice ; for I ftate

this at the time of poffejfion ; its value in re-

feftion I forbear to eftimate.

If I dared to contraft this with a picture of

domeftic pleafure ; were I to exhibit a family
virtuous and happy, where affection takes place

of duty, and obedience is enjoyed, not exacted ;

where the happinefs of every individual is re-

flected upon the fociety, and a certain tender

folicitude about each other, gives a more delicate

fenfe of pleafure than any enjoyment merely
felfiih can produce ;

could I paint them in their

little circles of bufmefs or of amufement, of

fentiment or of gaiety, I am perfuaded the fcene

would be too venerable for the moft irreverent

to deride, and its happinefs too apparent for the

moft diflipated to deny. Yet to be the child or

mother of fuch a family, is often foregone for

the miferable vanity ofaping fome woman, weak
as (he is worthlefs, defpifed in the midft of

flattery,

and wretched in the very centre of diffipation.

I have limited this remonftrance to motives

merely temporal, becaufe I am informed, fome

of our high-bred females deny the reality of any
other. This refinement of infidelity is one of

thofe new acquirements, which, till of late, were

altogether unknown to the ladies of this country^
and which I hope very, very few of them are

i yet
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yet pofleffed of. I mean not to difpute the fo-

lidity of their fyftem, as I am perfuaded they

have ftudied the fubject deeply, and under very
able and learned matters. I would only take the

liberty of hinting the purpofe for which, I have

been told by fome fafhionable men, fuch doc-

trines have frequently been taught. It feems, it

is underftood by the younger clafs of our phi-

lofophers, that a woman never thinks herfelf

quite alone^ till fhe has put God out of the way,
as well as her hujband.

V

N 31. TUESDAY, May n, 1779.

Fortemque Cyan, fortemque Cloanthum. VIRG.

np HERE is hardly any fpecies of writing more
*

difficult than that of drawing characters ;

and hence it is that fo few authors have excelled

in it. Among thofe writers who have confined

themfelves merely to this fort of compofition,

Iheophraftus holds the firft place among the an-

cients, and La Bruyere among the moderns.

But, befide thofe who have profefledly confined

themfelves to the delineation of character, every
hiftorian who relates events, and who defcribes

2 the
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the difpofition and qualities of the perfons en-

gaged in them, is to be confidered as a writer of

characters.

There are two methods by which a character

may be delineated ; and different authors have,

more or lefs, adopted the 'one or the other. A
character may either be given by defcribing the

internal feelings of the mind, and by relating

the qualities with which the perfon is endowed ;

or, without mentioning in general the internal

qualities which he pofleffes, an account may be

given of his external conduct, of his behaviour

on this or that occafion, and how he was affected

by this or that event.

An author who draws characters in the firft

manner, employs thofe words that denote the

general qualities
of the mind ; and by means of

thefe he gives a defcription and view of the cha-

racter. He paffes o^'er
the particular circum-

ftances cf behaviour and conduct which lead to

the general conclufion with regard to the charac-

ter, and gives the conclufion itfelf.

But an author who draws characters in the

other manner above alluded to, inftead of giving

the general
conclufion deduced from the obfer-

vation of particular
circumftances of conduct,

gives a view of the particulars themfelves, and

of the external conduct of the perfon whofe cha-

racter he wiihes to reprefent, leaving his readers

to form their own conclufion from that view

which
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which he has given. Of the two authors I have

mentioned, each excels in one of thofe oppofite

manners. In every inftance I can recollect, ex-

cepting the extravagant picture of the abfent man,

La Bruyere lays before his readers the internal

feelings of the character he wifhes to reprefent ;

while Tbeopbraftus gives the action which the

internal feelings produce.

Of thefe different modes of delineating cha-

racters, each has its peculiar advantages. The
beft method of giving a full and comprehenfive

view of the different parts of a character, may
be by a general enumeration of the qualities of

mind with which the perfon is endowed : while,

at the fame time, it is, perhaps, impoilible to

mark the nice and delicate ihades of character,

without bringing the image more fully before

the eye, and placing the perfon in that lituation

which calls him forth into action.

In thefe two different manners, there are

faults into which authors, following the one or

the other, are apt to fall, and which they ihould

ftudioiuly endeavour to avoid. An author who

gives the internal qualities of the character, fliould

guard againfl being too general j
he who gives

views of the conduct, and reprefents the actions

themfelves, mould avoid being too particular.

When the internal qualities of the mind are de-

fcribed, they may be expreffed in fuch vague
and general terms, as to lay before the reader no

P 3 marked
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marked diftinguifhing feature
; when, again, in

the views which are given of the conduct, the

detail is too particular, the author is apt to tire

by becoming tedious, or to difguft by being

trifling or familiar, or by approaching to vul-

garity. Some of our mod celebrated hifto-

rians have committed errors of the firft fort ;

when, at the end of a reign, or at the exit of a

hero, they draw the characler of the King, or

great man, and tell their readers, that the perfon

they are taking leave of, was brave^ generous,

juft, humane ; or the tyrant they have been de-

claiming againft, was cruel^ haughty', jealous^
de-

ceitful; thefe general qualities are fo little di-

ftinguifhing, that they may be applied, almoft,

to any very good, or very bad man, in the

hiftory. When, on the other hand, an author,

in order to give a particular view of the perfon
of whom he writes, tells his readers, what fuch

perfon did before, and what after dinner ;
what

before, and what after he flept ;
if his vivacity

prevent him from appearing tedious, he will at

leaft be in danger of difpleafing by the appear-

ance of vulgarity or affectation.

It may be proper here to obferve, that, in

making a right choice of the different manners

in which a characler may be drawn, much de-

pends upon the fubjecT;, or defign of the author;

one method may be more fuited to one kind of

compofition than to another. Thus the author

who
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who confines himfelf merely to drawing charac-

ters, the hiftorian who draws a character arifmg

only frcm, or illuftrating the events he records,

or the novellift who delineates characters by

feigned circumftances and fituations, have each

their feveral objects, and different manners may
be properly adopted by each of them. Writers,

fuch as Tbeopbrqftus and La Bruyere, take for

their object a character governed by fome

one paflion, abforbing all others, and in-

fluencing the man in every thing ;
the mi/er,

the epicure^ the drunkard^ 13c. The bufinefs

of the hiftorian is more difficult and more ex-

tenfive
; he takes the complicated characters

in real life
; he muft give a view of every

diftinguiftiing characteriftic of the perfonage,

the good and the bad, the fierce and the gentle,

all the ftrarige diverfities which life prefents.

Novel-writers ought, like the profefled writers

of character, to have it generally in view to il-

luftrate fome one diftinguiftiing feature or pailion

of the mind ; but then they have it in their

power, by the afliftance of ftory, and by invent-

ing circumftances and fituation, to exhibit its

leading features in every poflible point of view.

The great error, indeed, into which novel-

writers commonly fall, is, that they attend more

to the ftory and to the circumftances they relate,

than to giving new and juft views of the cha-

racter of the perfon they prefent. Their ge-

p 4 neral
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neral method is to affix names to certain per-

fonages, whom they introduce to their readers,

whom they lead through dangers and diftreffci,

or exhibit in circumftances of ridicule, without

having it in view to illuftrate any one predo-
minant or leading principle of the human heart;

without making their readers one bit better ac-

quainted with the characteriftic features of thofe

perfons at the end of the ftory than at the be-

ginning. Hence there are fo few novels which

give lading pleafure, or can bear to be perufed
oftener than once. From the furprife occafioned

by the novelty or nature of the events, they may
carry their readers once through them ; but, as

they do not illuftrate any of the principles of

the mind, or give any interefting views of cha-

racter, they raife no defire for a fecond perufal,

and ever after lie neglected on the fhelf.

How very different from thefe are the novels,

which,; in place of relying upon the mere force

of incident, bring the characters of their per-

fonages fully before us, paint all their fhades and

attitudes, and by making us, as it were, inti-

mately acquainted with them, deeply engage
our hearts in every circumftance which can

affect them ? This happy talent of delineating

all the delicate features and nice tints of hu-

man character, never fails to delight, and will

often atone for many defects. It is this which

renders Rtcbardfon ib interefting, in fpite of his

immea-
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immeafureable tedioufnefs
;

it is this which will

render Fielding ever delightful, notwithstanding

the indelicate coarfenefs with which he often

offends us.

A

N 32. SATURDAY, May 15, 1779.

T T A p p i N E s s has been compared, by one of

my predecefTors, to a Game ; and he has

prefcribed certain rules to be followed by the

players. Thefe, indeed, are more neceflary than

one might fuppofe at firft fight ; this game, like

moft others, being as often loft by badplay as by
ill luck. The circumftances I am placed in, fome

of which I communicated to my readers in my
introductory paper, make me often a fort of

looker-on at this game ; and, like all lookers-on,

I think I difcover blunders in the play of my
neighbours, who frequently lofe the advantages
their fortune lays open to them.

To chace the allufion a little farther, it is fel-

dom that opportunities occur of brilliant Jlrokes

or deep calculation. With moft of us, the or-

dinary little ftake is all that is played for; and

he who goes on obferving the common rules of

the game, and keeping fcis temper in the re-

verfes



T H E ]ft I R R O R. N 32.

verfes of it, will find himfelf a gainer at laft.

In plainer language, bappinefs, with the bulk of

men, may be faid to confift in the power of

enjoying the ordinary pleafures of life, and in

not being too eafily hurt by the little difquietudes

of it. There is a certain finenefs of foul, and

delicacy of fentiraent, with which few fituations

accord, to which many feeming harmlefs ones

give the greateft uneafmefs. The art
"

defipere

in loco'' (by which I underftand being able not

only to trifle, upon occafion, ourfelves, but alfo

to bear the foolery of others), is a qualification

extremely ufeful for fmoothing a man's way
through the world.

I have been led into this train of thinking, by
fome circumftances in a vifit I had lately the

pleafure of receiving from my friend Mr. Um-

phraville, with whom I made my readers ac-

quainted in fome former Numbers. A particu-

lar piece of bufmefs occurred, which made it

expedient for him to come to town ;
and though

he was, at firft, extremely averfe from the jour-

ney, having never liked great towns, and now

relifhing them lefs than ever, yet the remon-

ftrances of his man of bufmefs, aided by very

urgent requefts from me, at length overcame

him. He fet out, therefore, attended by his

old family-fervant, John, whom I had not

failed to remember in my invitation to his

mafter. 9

At
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At the firft ftage on the road, John told me,
his matter looked fad, eat little, and fpoke lefs.

Though the landlord ulhered in dinner in per-

fon, and gave his gueft a very minute defcrip-

tion of his manner of feeding bis mutton, Mr.

Umpbraville remained a hearer only, and {hewed

no inclination to have him fit down and partake

of his own dimes
; and, though he defired him,

indeed, to tafte the wine, of which he brought
in a bottle after dinner, he told him, at the fame

time, to let the oftler know he mould want his

horfes as foon as poilible. The landlord left the

room, and told John^ who was eating his din-

ner, fomewhat more deliberately, in the kitchen,

that his mafter feemed a melancholy kind of a

gentleman, not half fo good-humoured as his

neighbour Mr. Jolly.

John^ who is interefted both in the happinefs
and honour of his mafter, endeavoured to mend
matters in the evening, by introducing the

hqftefs very particularly to Mr. Umpbraville ;

and, indeed, venturing to invite her to fup with

him. Umpbraville was too my, or too civil, to

decline the lady's company, and John valued

himfelf on having procured him fo agreeable a

companion. His mafter complained to me,
fmce he came to town, of the oppreflion of this

landlady's company ;
and declared his refolu-

tion of not flopping at the George on his way
home.

The
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The morning after his arrival at my houfe,

while we were fitting together, talking of old

ftories, and old friends, with all the finer feel-

ings afloat about us, John entered, with a look

of much fatisfaction, announcing the name of

Mr. Bear/km. This gentleman is a firft coufin

of UmpbravilleS) who refides in town, and

whom he had not feen thefe fix years. He
was bred a mercer^ but afterwards extended his

dealings with his capital, and has been concerned

in feveral great mercantile tranfadions. While

Umpbraville, with all his genius, and all his ac-

complimments, was barely preferving his eftate

from ruin at home, this man, by dint of induftry

and application, and partly from the want of

genius and accomplifhments, has amafled a for-

tune greater than the richeft of his coufm's an-

ceftors was ever poflefTed of. He holds Umpbra-
ville in fome refpecl, however, as the reprefen-

tative of his father's family, from which he de-

rives all his gentility, his father having fprung

nobody knows whence, and lived nobody knows

how, till he appeared behind the counter of a

woollen-draper, to whofe fhop and bufmefs lie

fucceeded.

My friend, though he could have excufed his

vifit at this time, received him with politenefs.

He introduced him to me as his near relation ;

on which the other, who mixes the flippant

civility of his former profeflion with fonaewhat

of
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of the monied confidence of his prefent one,

made me a handfome compliment, and congra-

tulated Mr. Umpbraville on the pofleffion of fiich

a friend. He concluded, however, with a diftant

infmuation o bis houfe's being a more natural

home for his coiifm when in town, than that of

any other perfon. This led to a defcription of

that houfe, its rooms and its furniture, in which

he made no inconfiderable eulogium on his own

tafte, the tafte of his wife, and the tafte of the

times. Umpbraville blufhed, bit his lips, com-

plained of the heat of the room, changed his

feat, in fhort fuffered torture all the way from

the cellar to the garret.

Mr. Bear/kin clofed this defcription of his houfe

with an expreflion of his and his wife's earneft

defire to fee their coujin there. Umpbraville de-

clared his intention of calling to enquire after

Mrs. Bear/kin and the young folks, mentioning, at

the fame time, the fhortnefs of his propofed flay

in town, and the hurry his bufmefs would ne-

ceflarily keep him in while he remained. But

this declaration by no means fatisfied his kin-

man ; he infifted on his fpending a day with

them fo warmly, that the other was at laft over-

come, and the third day after was fixed on for

that purpofe, which Mr. Bear/kin informed us

would be the more agreeable to all parties, as he

fliould then have an opportunity of introducing
us to his London correfpondent, a man of great

fortune,
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fortune, who had juft arrived here on a jaunt
to fee the country, and had promifed him the

favour of eating a bit of mutton with him on

that day. I would have excufed myfelf from

being of the party ;
but not having, any more

than Umphraville, a talent at refufal, was, like

him, overpowered by the folicitations of his

coufin.

The hiftory of that dinner I may poffibly give

my readers hereafter, in a feparate paper, a din-

ner, now-a-days, being a matter of confequence,
and not to be managed in an epifode. The time

between was devoted by Mr. Umphraville to

bufmefs, in which he was pleafed commonly to

afk my advice, and to communicate his opinions.

The laft I found generally unfavourable both of

men and things ; my friend carries the "
prifca

*~fde$* too much about with him to be per-

fectly pleafed in his dealings with people of bufi-

nefs. When we returned home in the evening,

he feemed to feel a relief in having got out of the

reach of the world, and muttered expreffions,

not to mention the inflections of his countenance,

which, if fairly fet down on paper, would almoft

amount to calling his banker a Jew, his lawyer
not a gentleman, arid his agent a pettifogger.

He was, however, very ready to clap up a truce

with his ideas when in company with thefe fe-

veral perfonages ;
and though he thought he

faw them taking advantages, of which I am

perfuaded
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perfuaded they were perfectly innocent, he was

contented to turn his face another way, and pafs

on. A man of Umpbraville's difpofition is wil-

ling to fuffer all the penalties of fillinefs, but that

of being thought filly.

I

A

N 33. TUESDAY, May 18, 1779.

MONO the many advantages arifing from

cultivated fentiment, one of the firft and

moft truly valuable, is that delicate complacency
of mind which leads us to confult the feelings

of thofe with whom we live, by fhowing a

difpofition to gratify them as far as in our

power, and by avoiding whatever has a contrary

tendency.

They muft, indeed, have attended little to

what pafles in the world, who do not know the

importance of this difpofition ; who have not ob-

ferved, that the want of it often poifons the do-

meftic happinefs of families, whofe
felicity every

other circumftance concurs to promote.

Among the letters lately received from my
Correfpondents, are two, which, as they afford

a lively picture of the bad confequences refult-

ing
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ing frorrx/the neglect of this complacency, I (hall

here lay before my readers. The firft is from a

lady, who writes as follows :

SIR,
TV/T Y father was a merchant of fome eminence,

who gave me a good education, and a for-

tune of feveral thoufand pounds. With thefe

advantages, a tolerable perfon, and I think not

an unamiable temper, I was not long arrived at

womanhood before I found myfelf poflefTed of

many admirers. Among others was Mr. Gold^

a gentleman of a very refpectable character, who
had fome connections in trade with my father ;

to him, being a young man of a good figure, and

of very open and obliging manners, I foon gave
the preference, and we were accordingly married

with the univerfai approbation of my friends.

We have now lived together above three

years, and I have brought him two boys and

a girl,
all very fine children. I go little abroad,

attend to nothing fo much as the ceconomy
of our family, am as obliging as poflible to

all my hufband's friends, and ftudy in every

particular to be a kind and dutiful wife. Mr.

Gold's
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Gold's reputation and fuccefs in bufmefs daily

increafes, and he is in the main, a kind and

attentive hufband ; yet I find him fo particu-

lar in his temper, and fo often out of hu-

mour about trifles, that, in fpite of all thofe

comfortable circumftances, I am perfectly un-

happy.
At one time he finds fault with the dimes

at table ; at another, with the choice of my
maid-fervants ; fometimes he is difpleafed with

the trimming of my gown, fometimes with

the fhape of my cloak, or the figure of my
. head-drefs ; and, fhould I chance to give an

opinion on any fubjet which is not perfectly

to his mind, he probably looks out of humour
at the time, and he is fure to chide me about

it when we are by ourfelves.

It is of no confequence whether I have been

right or wrong in any of thofe particulars. If

I fay a word in defence of my choice or opi-

nion, it is fure to make matters worfe, and I

am only called a fool for my pains ; or, if I

exprefs my wonder that he mould give himfelf

uneafmefs about fuch trifles, he anfwers, fullenly,

that, to be fure, every thing is a trifle in which I

choofe to difoblige him.

It was but the other day, as we were juft

going out to dine at a friend's houfe, he told

me my gown was extremely ugly. I anfwered,

his obfervation furprifed me, for it was garnef,
VOL. i. < and
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and I had taken it off on hearing him fay he

wondered 1 never chofe one of that colour.

Upon this he got into a paffion, faid it was very
odd I fhould charge my bad tafte upon him

;
he

had never made any fuch obfervation, for the

colour was his averfion. The difpute at laft

grew fo warm, that I threw myfelf down on a

fettee, unable to continue it, while he flung out

of the room, ordered away the coach from the

door, and wrote an apology to his friend for our

not waiting upon him.

We dined in our different apartments : and

though, I believe, we were equally forry for

what had pafled, and Mr. Gold, when we met

at fupper, afked my pardon for having contra-

dicted me fo roughly ; yet we had not fat half

an hour together, when he told me, that, after

all, I was certainly miftaken, in faying he had

recommended a garnet colour ; and, when I very

coolly allured him I was not, he renewed the

difpute with as much keennefs as ever. We
parted in the fame bad humour we had done be-

fore dinner^ and I have hardly had a pleafant

look from him frnce*

In a word, Mr. Gold will allow me to have

no mind but his : and, unlefs I can fee with his

eyes, hear with his ears, and tafte with his palate

(none of which I can very eafily bring myfelf
to do, as you muft know all of them are fome-

what particular), I fee no profpect of our fitua-

tion
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tion changing for the better ; and what makes

our prefent one doubly provoking is, that, but

for this unfortunate weaknefs, Mr. Gold^ who is,

in other refpecls, a very worthy man, would

make one of the beft of hufbands.

Pray tell me, Sir, what I mould do in this

fituation, or take your own way of letting my
hufband fee his weaknefs, the reformation of

which would be the greateft of all earthly bleflf-

ings to

Your's, &c.

SUSANNA GOLD.

I was thinking how I mould anfwer this let-

ter, or in what way I could be ufeful to my
Correfpondent, when I received the following ;

the infertion of which is, I believe, the beft re-

ply I can make to it.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

T WAS bred a merchant; by my fuccefs ia

trade I am now in affluent circumftances, and
I have reafon to think that I am fo with an un-
blemifhed character.

Some
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Some years ago, I married the daughter of a

refpectable citizen, who brought a comfortable

addition to my fortune ; and as fhe had been

virtuoufly educated, and feemed cheerful and

good-tempered, as I was myfelf naturally of a

domeftic turn, and refolved to make a good

hufband, I thought we bade fair for being happy
in each other.

But, though I muft do my fpoufe the juftice

to fay, that (he is difcreet and prudent, atten-

tive to the affairs of her family, a careful and

fond mother to her children, and, in many re-

fpects, an affectionate and dutiful wife ; yet one

foible in her temper deftroys the effect of all

thefe good qualities. She is fo much attached

to her own opinions in every trifle, fo impatient
of contradiction in them, and withal fo ready
to difpute mine, that, if I difapprove of her

tafte or fentiments, in any one particular, or

feem diffatisfied, when fhe difapproves of my
tafte or fentiments, it is the certain fource of a

quarrel ; and, while we perfectly agree as ta

our general plan of life, and every eflential cir-

cumftance of our domeftic oeconomy, this
filly

fancy, that I muft eat, drefs, think, and fpeak,

precifely as fhe would have me, while fhe will

not accommodate herfelf to me in the moft

trifling of thefe particulars, gives me perpetual

uneafmefs ; and with alnaoft every thing I could

wifh, a genteel income, a good reputation, pro-
2 mifmg
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mifmg children, and a virtuous wife, whom I

fincerely efteem, I have the mortification to find

myfelf abfolutely unhappy.
I am fure this foible of my poor wife's will

appear to you, Mr. MIRROR, in its proper

light ; your making it appear fo to her, may be

the means of alleviating our mutual diftrefs ; for,

to tell you the truth, I believe me is almoft as

great a fufferer as I am. I hope you will gratify

me in this defire ; by doing fo, you may be of

general fervice, and will particularly oblige

Your conftant reader, and

Obedient humble fervant,

NATHANIEL GOLD.

On comparing thefe two letters it is evident

that, from the want of that complacency men-
tioned in the beginning of this paper, the very

fenfibility of temper, and ftrength of affection,

which, under its influence, would have made
this good couple happy, has had a quite con-

trary effect. The fource of the difquiet they

complain of, is nothing elfe than the want of

that refpect for the tafte, feelings, and opinions
of each other, which conftitutes the difpofition

I have recommended above, and which, fo far

from being inconfiftent with a reafonable defire

of
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of reforming each other in thefe particulars, is

the moft probable means of accompliming it.

Nor is the cafe of Mr. and Mrs. Gold fmgular
in this refpect. By much the greateft part of

domeftic quarrels originate from the want of

this pliancy of 'difpofition, which people feem,

very abfurdly, to fuppofe may be difpenfed with

in trifles. I have known a man who would have

parted with half his eftate to ferve a friend, to

whom he would not have yielded a hair's breadth

in an argument. But the lefTer virtues muft be

attended to as well as the greater; the manners

as well as the duties of life. They form a fort

of Pocket Coin, which, though it does not enter

into great and important tranfactions, is abfo-

lutely neceflary for common and ordinary in-

tercourfe.

K

N 34. SATURDAY, May 22, 1779.

FN compliance with a promife I made my
* readers at the clofe of laft Saturdays paper

(at leaft it was that fort of promife which a- man

keeps when the thing fuits his inclination), I

proceed to give them an account of that dinner

to which my friend Mr. Umpbraville and I were

invited by his coufm Mr. Bearjkin.

On
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On our way to the houfe, I perceived certain

fymptoms of diflatisfadlion, which my friend

could not help bringing forth, though he durft not

impute them to the right caufe, as I have heard of

men beating their wives at home, to revenge
themfelves for the erotics they have met with

abroad. He complained of the moiftnefs of the

weather, and the dirtinefs of the ftreet ; was

quite fatigued with the length of the way (Mr.

Bear/kin 's houfe being faQiionably eccentric),

arid almoft curfed the taylor for the tightnefs of

a fuit of clothes, which he had befpoke on his

arrival in town, and had now put on for the

firft time. His chagrin, I believe, was increafed

by his having juft learned from his lawyer, that

the bufmefs he came to town about, could not

be finifhed at the time he expected, but would

probably laft a week longer.

When we entered Mr. Bear/kin's drawing-
room, we found his wife fitting with her three

daughters ready to receive us. It was eafy to

fee, by the air of the lady, that me was per-

fectly miftrefs of the houfe, and that her huf-

band was only a fecondary perfon there. He
feemed, however, contented with his fituation,

and an admirer of his wife ;
a fort of lap-dog

hufband (of whom I have feen many), who
looks fleck, runs about brifkly, and, though he

now and then gets a kick from his miftrefs, is

as ready to play over his tricks again as ever.

CL4 Mr.
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Mr. Bear/kin^ after many expreJTions of his

happinefs in feeing his coufm in his new houfe,

propofed walking us down ftairs again, to begin

fhowing it from the ground ftory upwards. Um-

pbraville, though I faw him fweating at the idea,

was ready to follow his conductor, when we
were faved by the interpofition of the lady, who
littered a " Pfha ! Mr. Bear/kin" with fo fig-

nificant a look, that her huiband inftantly drop-

ped his defign, faying,
" to be fure there was

" not much worth feeing, though he could have
" wifhed to have mown his coufm his Jludy*
" which he thought was tolerably clever."

"
I

"
thought, Papa," faid the eldeft of the Mifles,

*'
it was not quite in order yet."

"
Why, not

altogether ;" replied her father :
"

I have not

been able to get up my beads> as Pope has loft

an ear, and Homer the left fide of his beard,
*'

by the careleffnefs of a packer ;
and I want

* c about three feet and a half of folios for my
" loweft fhelf."-" I don't care if there was not

'

*folio in the world," rejoined Mifs. "Child!"

faid her mother, in a tone of rebuke Mifs

bridled up, and was Ulent
;

I fmiled
;

Urn-

pbraville walked to the window, and wiped his

forehead.

Bear/kin now pulled out his watch, and telling

the hour, faid, he wondered his friend Mr. Blub-

her was not come, as he was generally punctual
to a minute. While he fpoke, a loud rap at the

door
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door announced the expected company; and

prefently Mr. Blubber, his wife, a fon, and two

daughters, entered the room. The firft had on

an old-fafhioned pompadour coat, with gold but-

tons, and very voluminous ileeves, his head

adorned by a large major wig, with curls as

white and as ftiff as if they had been caft in

plafter of Paris ; but the females, and heir of

the family, were drefled in the very height of

the mode. Bear/kin introduced the old gentle-

man to his coufm Mr. Umpbraville:
" Mr.

" Blubber , Sir, a very particular friend of mine,
*' and (turning to me with a whifper) worth
" fourfcore thoufand pounds, if he's worth a
"

farthing." Blubber faid, he feared they had

kept us waiting ; but that his wife and daughters
had got under the hands of the hair-drefler, and

he verily thought would never have had done

with him. The ladies were too bufy to reply

to this accufation ; they had got into a commit-

tee of enquiry on Mr. Ed-ward Blubber's waift-

coat, which had been tambouredy it feems, by
his fifters, and was univerfally declared to be

monftrous bandfome. The young man himfelf

femed to be highly delighted with the reflection

of it in a mirror that flood oppofite to him.
'

Isn't it vaftly pretty, Sir ?" faid one of the

young ladies to Umpbraville.
" Ma'am !" faid

he, flarting from a reverie, in which I faw, by
his countenance, he was meditating on the young

gentleman
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gentleman and his waiftcoat in no very favour-

able manner. I read her countenance too ; fhe

thought Umphravitle juft the fool he did her

brother.

Dinner was now announced, and. the com-

pany, after fome ceremonial, got into their

places at table, in the centre of which flood a

fumptuous epargne, filled, as Bear/km informed

us, with the produce of his farm. This joke,

which, I fuppofe, was as regular as the grace

before dinner, was explained to the ignorant to

mean, that the fweetmeats came from a planta-

tion in one of the Weft-India iflands, in which

he had a concern. The epargnc itfelf now pro-
duced another diflertation from the ladies, and,

like the waiftcoat, was alfo pronounced monflrous

bandfome. Blubber, taking his eye half off a

plate of falmon, to which he had juft been

helped, obferved, that it would come to a hand-

fome price too
;

"
Sixty ounces, Til warrant

"
it," faid he ;

" but as the plate tax is now
"

repealed, it will coft but the intereft a-keep-
ic

ing."
"
La, Papa," faid Mifs Blubber,

"
you

" are always thinking of the money things
" coft!"" Yes," added her brother,

" Tables
"

of intereft are an excellent accompaniment for

" a deflert."
At this fpeech all the ladies

laughed very loud. Blubber faid, he was an

impudent dog ;
but feemed to relifh his fon's

wit notwithftanding. Umpbraville looked ftern^
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ly at him
; and, had not a glance at his waift-

coat fet him down as fomething beneath a man's

anger, I don't know what confequences might
have followed. During the reft of the enter-

tainment, I could fee \\\zfumet of fool and cox-

comb on every morfel that Umphraville fwallow-

ed, though Mrs. Bear/km, next whom he fat,

was at great pains to help him to the nice bits of

every thing within her reach.

When dinner was over, Mr. Blubber men-
tioned his defign of making a tour through the

Highlands, to vifit Stirling, Taymouth, and Dun-
field ; and applying to our landlord for fome de-

fcription of thefe places, was by him referred to

Mr. Umphraville and me. Mr. Umphraville was

not in a communicative mood ; fo I was obliged
to afiure Mr. Blubber, who talked with much

uncertainty and apprehenfion of thefe matters,

that he would find beds and bed-clothes, meat for

himfelf, and corn for his horfes, at the feveral

places above mentioned ; that he had no dan-

gerous feas to crofs in getting at them ; and that

there were no highwaymen upon the road.

After this there was a confiderable interval of

filence, and we were in danger of getting once

more upon Mr Edward's fine waiftcoat, when

Mr. Bear/kin, informing the company that his

coufm was a great lover of mufic, called on his

daughter, Mifs Polly, for a fong, with which,

after fome of the ufual apologies, he complied ;

and,
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and, in compliment to Mr. Umpbravilles tafte,

who fhe was fure muft like Italian mufic, (he

fimg, or ratherfqualkd^ a fong oSacebfiu\ in

which there was fcarce one bar in tune from

beginning to end. Mifs Blubber faid, in her

ufual phrafeology, that it was a monftrous fweet
air. Her brother fwore it was divinely Jung.

Umpbraville gulped down a falfehood with a

very bad grace, and faid, Mifs would be a good

finger with a little more practice. A compli-
ment which was not more diftant from truth on

one fide, than from MhVs expectations on the

other, and I could plainly perceive, did not fet

him forward in the favour of the family.
" My father is- a judge of finging too," faid

Mr. Edward Blubber ;
" what is your opinion

" of the fong, Sir ?" -" My opinion is," faid

he,
" that your Italianos always fet me afleep ;

**
Englifh ears fliould have Englifh fongs, I

*' think."
"

Then, fuppofe one of *the ladies

** fhould give us an Englifh fong," faid I.
" 'Tis

" a good motion," faid Mr. Bear/kin,
"

I fecond
"

it ; Mifs Betfy Blubber fings an excellent

ct
Englifh fong." Mifs Betfy denied floutly

that fhe ever fung at all ; but evidence being

produced againft her, fhe, at laft, faid, fhe would

try if fhe could make out " 'The Maid's Choice"
"

Ay, ay, Betfy" faid her father,
" a very good

*'
fong ;

I have heard it before.

" If I could but find,

I care not for fortune Umh ! a man to my mind."

Mifs
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Mifs Eetfy began the fong accordingly, and to

make up for her want of voice9 accompanied it

with a great deal of aftion. Either from the ac-

cident of his being placed oppofite to her, or

from a fly application to his ftate as an old ba-

chelor
,
me chofe to perfonify the maid's choice

in the figure of Umpbraville^ and pointed the

defcription of the fong particularly at him. Urn-

pbraville, with all his dignity, his abilities, and

his knowledge, felt himfelf uneafy and ridicu-

lous under this filly allufion of a ballad ; he

blufhed, attempted to laugh, blufhed again, and

ftill looked with that, awkward importance which

only the more attracted the ridicule of the fools

around him. Not long after the ladies retired ;

and no perfuafion of his coufm could induce

him to ftay the evening, or even to enter the

drawing-room where they were aflembled at

tea.

" Thank Heaven !" faid Umphraville, when
the door was {hut, and we had got fairly into

the ftreet.
" Amen J" I replied, fmiling,

" for
" our good dinner and excellent wine!"-
" How the devil, Charles," faid he,

" do you
"

contrive to bear all this nonfenfe with the
"

compofure you do ?"
"
Why, I have often

"
told you, my friend, that our earth is not a

planet fitted up only for the reception of wife

men. Y'our Blubbers and Bearjklns are necef-

fary parts of the fyftem ; they deferve the en-

joyments

"

"

"
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joymerits they are capable of feeling ; and I
Cl

" am not fure if he who fuffers from his own

fuperiority does not deferve his fufferings."
ct

N 35. TUESDAY, May 25, 1779.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

TILL
I arrived at the age of twenty, my

time was divided between my books, and

the fociety of a few friends, whom a fimilarity

of purfuits and difpofitions recommended to me.

About that period, finding that the habits of re-

ferve and retirement had acquired a power over

me, which my fituation, as heir to a confider-

able fortune, would render inconvenient, I was

prevailed upon, partly by a fenfe of this, partly

by the importunity of my relations, to make an

effort for acquiring a more general acquaintance,

and fafhionable deportment. As I was confcious

of an inclination to oblige, and a quick fenfe of

propriety, two qualities which I efteemed the

ground of good-breeding ;
as my wit was tole-

rably ready, and my figure not difadvantageous,

I own to you that I entertained fome hopes of

fuccefs.

I was,
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I was, however, unfuccefsful. The novelty

of the fcenes in which I found myfelf engaged,

the multiplicity of obfervances and attention re-

quifite upon points which I had always regarded

as below my notice, embarraflfed and confounded

me. The feelings to which I had trufted for

my direction, ferved only to make me awkward,
and fearful of offending. My obfequious fer-

vices in the drawing-room pafled unrewarded ;

and my obfervations, when I ventured to mingle,

either in the chat of the xvomen, or the politics

of the men, being delivered with timidity and

hefitation, were overlooked or neglected. Some
of the more elderly and difcreet among the

former feemed to pity me ; and I could not help

remarking, that they often, as if they had meant

the hint for me, talked of the advantage to be

derived from the perufal of Lord Chefterfield 's

Letters. To this author, then, as foon as I

learned his fubject, I had recourfe, as to a guide
that would point out my way, and fupport me
in my journey. But, how much was I afto-

nimed, when, through a veil of wit, ridicule,

elegant expreffion, and lively illuftration, I

difcerned a ftudied fyftem of frivolity, meannefs,

flattery, and diffimulation, inculcated as the fureft

and moft eligible road to eminence and popu-

larity ?

Young as I am, Mr. MIRROR, and heedlefs

as I may confequently be fuppofed, I cannot

think
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think that this work is a code proper for being
held up to us as the regulator of our conduct.

The talents infifted on with peculiar emphafis,
the accomplifhments moft earneflly recommend-

ed, are fuch as, in our days, if they ought to

be treated of at all, fhould be mentioned only to

put us on our guard againft them. If riches na-

turally tend to render trifles of importance ; if

they direct our attention too much toward ex-

terior accomplifhments ; if they propagate the

courtly and complying fpirit too extenfively

at any rate, we certainly, in this country, fo

wealthy and luxurious, have no need of exhort-

ations to cultivate or acquire thofe qualifications.

The habits that may arreft for a little time the

progrefs of this corruption, ought now to be in-

fifted on. Independence, fortitude, flubborn

integrity, and pride that difdains the fhadow of

fervility ; thefe are the virtues which a tutor

{hould inculcate, thefe the bleffirigs which a fond

father fhould fupplicate from Heaven for his

offspring.

It is, throughout, the error of his Lordfhip's

fyftem, to confider talents and accomplimments

according to the ufe that may be made of them,
rather than their intrinfic worth. In this cate-

chifm, applaufe is rettitude^ andfuccefc is morality.

That, in our days, a perfon may rife to emi-

nence by trivial accomplimments, and become

popular by flattery and difiimulation, may, per-

haps,
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haps, be true. But from this it furely does not

follow, that thefe are the means which an ho-

nourable character fhould employ. There is a

dignity in the mind which cultivates thofe arts

alone that, are valuable, which courts thofe cha-

racters alone that are worthy, which difdains to

conceal its own fentiments, or minifter to the

foibles of others
;
there is, I fay, a confcious

dignity and fatisfaction in thefe feelings, which

neither applaufe, nor power, nor popularity,
without them, can ever beftow.

Many of .his Lordfhip's diftinctions are too

nice for my faculties. I cannot, for my part,

difcern the difference between feigned confidence

and infmcerity ; between the conduct that con-

veys the approbation of a fentiment, or the flat-

tery of a foible, and the words that declare it,

I fliould think the man whofe countenance was

open, and his thoughts concealed, a hypocrite ;

I mould term him who could treat his friends as

if they were at the fame time to be his enemies,

a monfter of ingratitude and duplicity. It is

dangerous to trifle thus upon the borders of vir-

tue. By teaching us that it may infenfibly be

blended with vice, that their refpective limits

are not in every cafe evident and certain, our

veneration for it is diminimed. Its chief fafe-

guavd is a jealous fenfibility, that ftartles at the

colour or fhadow of deceit. When this barrier

has been infulted, can any other be oppofed at

VOL. i. R which
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which conference will arife and proclaim, Thus

far, and no farther, (halt thou advance ?

The love of general applaufe, recommended

by his Lordmip, as the great principle of con-

duct, is a folly and a weaknefs. He that di-

rects himfelf by this compafs cannot hope to

fleer through life with fteadinefs and confiftency.

He muft furrender his own character, and af-

fume the hue of every company he enters. To
court the approbation of any one, is, in a tacit

manner, to do homage to his judgment or his

feelings. He that extends his courtfhip of it

beyond the praife-worthy, violates the exclufive

privilege of virtue, and muft feek it by unwor-

thy arts.

On the other hand, though I am by no means

a, friend to rafh and unguarded cenfure, yet I

cannot help confidering the conduct of him who
will cenfure nothing, who will fpeak his fenti-

ments of no character with freedom, who pal-

liates every error, and apologizes for every fail-

ing, as more nearly allied to meannefs, timidity,

and a time-ferving temper, than it is con-

nected with candour, or favourable to the cauf&

of virtue.

Nor can I perfuade myfelf that his Lord-

fhip's fyftem will be attended with general fuc-

cefs. The real character is the only one that

can be maintained at all times, and in all dif-

pofitions. Profeffions of friendihip and regard
will
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\vill lead to expectations of fervice that cannot

be anfwered. The fentiments delivered in one

company, the manners aflumed upon one occa-

fion, will be remembered, and coutrafted with

thofe that are prefented on another. Sufpicion,

once awakened, will penetrate the darkeft cloud

which art can throw around a perfon in the

common intercourfe of life.

Let us confider, too, were this fyflem gene-

rally adopted, what a dull infipid fcene muft

fociety become ! No diftinction
;
no natural ex-

preflion of character ; no confidence of pro-
feffions of any kind

; no aflurance of fmcerity ;

no fecret fympathy, nor delightful correfpond-
ence of feeling. AH the fallies of wit, all the

graces of polite manners, would but ill fupply
the want of thefe pleafures, the pureft and molt

elegant which human life affords.

EUGENIUS.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

you treat much of politenefs, I wifh you
would take notice of a particular fort of

incivility from which one fuffers, without be-

ing thought entitled to complain. I mean that

of never contradicting one at all.

R 2 I have
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I have lately come from my father's in the

country, where I was reckoned a girl of tole-

rable parts, to refide for fome time at my aunt's

in town. Here is a vifitor, Mr. Dapperwit, a

good-looking young man, with white teeth, a

fine complexion, his cheeks dimpled, and rather

a little full and large at bottom
;

in fhort, the

civilleft, moft complying fort of face you can

imagine. As I have often taken notice of his

behaviour, I was refolved to minute down his

difcourfe the other evening at tea. The con-

verfation began about the weather
^ my aunt

obferving, that the feafons were wonderfully
altered in her memory.

"
Certainly, my lady,"

faid Mr. Dafpffwit,
"
amazingly altered indeed"

" Now I have heard my father fay (faid I), that

"
is a vulgar error ;

for that it appears from re-

"
gifters kept for the purpofe, that the ftate of the

"
weather, though it may be different in cer-

"
tain feafons, months, or weeks, preferves a

" wonderful equilibrium in general."
"
Why,

u to be fure, Mifs, I believe, in general, as

"
you fay; but, talking of the weather, I

"
hope your Ladyfhip caught no cold at the

"
play t'other night ;

we were fo awkwardly
" iituated in getting out." " Not in the leaft,

c< Sir ;
I was greatly obliged to your fervices

" there."
" You were well entertained, I hope,

*' my Lady ?"
"
Very well, indeed ;

I laugh-
" cd exceedingly; there is a great deal of wit

"
in



N35- T H E M I R R O R. 245

" in Sbakefpeares comedies ; 'tis pity there is fo

" much oflow
life

in them." " Your ladyfhip's
u criticifm is extremely juft ; every body muft
" be ftruck with it."

"
Why now I think

"
(faid I again), that what you call low

life,
is

"
nature, which I would not lofe for all the reft

of the play."" Oh ! doubtlefs, Mifs ;
for

"
nature,

, Sbakefpeare is inimitable
j every body

" muft allow that."
" What do you think, Sir

"
(faid my coufin Betfy, who is a piece of poe-

"
tefs herfelf), of that monody you were fo kind

"
as to fend us yefterday ?"

"
I never deliver

<c

my opinion, Ma'am, before fo able a judge,
"

till I am firft informed of hers."
"

I think it

" the moft beautiful poem, Sir, I have read of
" a great while." -' Your opinion, Ma'am, flat-

"
ters me extremely, as it agrees exactly with

"
my own

; they are, I think, inconteftably the
" fweeteft lines"

" Sweet they may be (here I

" broke in) : I allow them merit in the verji-
"

jication ; but that is only one, and, with me,
"

by no means the chief requisite in a poem ;

"
they want force altogether."

"
Nay, as to

" the matter offorce, indeed, it muft be own-
" ed

" "
Yes, Sir, and unity, and propriety,

" and a thoufand other things ; but, if my coufin
" will be kind enough to fetch the poem from
" her drefling-room, we will be judged by you,
" Mr. Dappcrwit"

" Pardon me, ladies, you
" would not have me be fo rude.
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" Who (hall decide when doctors difagree ?"

And, with that, he made one of the fineft bows

in the world.

If all this, Sir, proceed from fillinefs, we muft

pity the man, and there's an end on't
;

if it arife

from an idea of fillinefs in us, let fuch gentle-

men as Mr. Dapperivit know, that they are very
much miftaken. But if it be the effect of pure

civility, pray inform them, Mr. MIRRQR, that

it is the moft provoking piece of rudenefs they
can poflibly commit.

Yours, &c.

BRIDGET NETTLEWIT.
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N 36. SATURDAY, May 29, 1779.

Some mute inglorious Milton here may reft. GRAY.

N OTHING has a greater tendency to elevate

and affect the heart than the reflection upon
thcfe perfonages who have performed a diftin-

guifhed part on the theatre of life, whofe actions

were attended with important confequences to

the world around them, or whofe writings have

animated or inftru&ed mankind. The thought
that they are now no more, that their afhes are

mingled with thofe of the meaneft and moft

worthlefs, affords a fubjecl of contemplation,

which, however melancholy, the mind, in a mo-
ment of penfivenefs, may feel a fecret fort of

delight to indulge.
" Tell her," fays Hamlet^

"
that me may paint an inch thick

j yet to this

" me muft come at laft."

When Xerxes^ at the head of his numerous

army, faw all his troops ranged in order before

him, he burft into tears at the thought, that, in a

fhort time, they would be fvveeped from the face

of the earth, and be removed to give place to

thofe who would fill other armies, and rank

under other generals.

Something of what Xerxes felt, from the con-

fideration that thofe who then were, mould ceafe

R 4 to
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to be, it is equally natural to feel from the re-

flection, that all who have formerly lived have

ceafed to live, and that nothing more remains

than the memory of a very few who have left

fome memorial which keeps alive their names,
and the fame with which thofe names are ac-

companied.
But ferious as this reflection may be, it is

not fo deep as the thought, that even of thofe

perfons who were porTefled of talents for diftin-

guiming themfelves in the world, for having
their memories handed down from age to age,

much the greater part it is likely, from hard

necefiity, or by fome of the various fatal acci-

dents of life, have been excluded from the pofli-

bility of exerting themfelves, or of being ufe-

ful either to thofe who lived in the fame age,

or to pofterity. Poverty in many, and "
dif-

"
aftrous chance" in others, have "

chill'd the
"

genial current of the foul,
1 '

and numbers have

been cut off by premature death in the midft of

project and ambition. How many have there

been in the ages that are paft, how many may
exift at this very moment, who, with all the

talents fitted to mine in the world, to guide or to

inftruct it, may, by fome fecret misfortune, have

had their minds depreffed, or the fire of their

genius extinguifhed !

I have been led into thefe reflections from the

perufal of a fmall volume of poems which hap-

pens
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pens now to lie before me, which, though pof-

fefled of very confiderable merit, and compofed
in this country, are, I believe, very little known.

In a well-written preface the reader is told, That

moft of them are the production of Michael

Bruce : That this Michael Bruce was born in a

remote village in Kinrofs-Jhire, and defcended

from parents remarkable for nothing but the inno-

cence and fimplicity of their lives : That in the

twenty-firft year of his age, he was feized with

a confumption, which put an end to his life.

Nothing, methinks, has more the power of

awakening benevolence, than the confideration

of genius thus deprefTed by fituation, fuffered

to pine in obfcurity, and ibinetimes, as in the

cafe of this unfortunate young man, to perifh, it

may be, for want of thofe comforts and con-

veniencies which might have foftered a delicacy

of frame or of mind, ill calculated to bear the

hardmips which poverty lays on both. For my
own part, I never pafs the place (a little ham-

let fkirted with a circle of old am trees, about

three miles on this fide of Klnrofs) where Mi-
chal Bruce refided ;

I never look on his dwell-

ing, a fmall thatched houfe, diftinguifhed from

the cottages of the other inhabitants only by a

fafoed window at the end, inftead of a lattice^

fringed with a boneyfuckle plant, which the poor

youth had trained around it
;

I never find my-
felf in that fpot, but I flop my horfe involun-

tarily ;
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tarily ;
and looking on the window, which the

honey-fuckle has now almoft covered, in the

dream of the moment, I picture out a figure for

the gentle tenant of the manfion ;
I wiih, and

my heart fwells while I do fo, that he were alive,

and that I were a great man to have the luxury of

vifiting hinvthere, and bidding him be happy.
I cannot carry my readers thither

; but, that they

may mare fome of my feelings, I will prefent

them with an extract from the laft poem in the

little volume before me, which, from its fubject,

and the manner in which it is written, cannot

fail of touching the heart of every one who
reads it.

A young man of genius, in a deep confump-

tion, at the age of twenty-one, feeling himfelf

every moment going fafter to decline, is an

object fufficiently interefting; but how much

muft every feeling on the occafion be heightened,

when we know that this perfon poflefled fo much

dignity and compofure of mind, as not only to

contemplate his approaching fate, but even to

write a poem on the fubject !

In the French language there is a much ad-

mired poem of the A^be de Ghaidleu, written, in

expectation of his own death, to the Marquis dc

la Farrc, lamenting his approaching feparation

from his friend. Michael Bruce, who, it is

probable, never heard of the Abbe de Chaulleu,

has alfo written a poem on his own approaching
death ;
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deach ;
with the latter part of which I fhall con-

clude this paper.

Now fpring returns ; but not to me returns

The vernal joy my better years have known :

Dim in my breaft life's dying taper burns,

And all the joys of life with health are flown.

Starring and fliiv'ring in th' unconftant wind,

Meager and pale, the ghoft of what I was,
Beneath fome blafted tree I lie reclin'd,

And count the filent moments as they pafs ;

The winged moments, whofe unflaying fpeed

No art can flop, or in their courfe arreft ;

Whofe flight fhall fhortly count me with the dead,

And lay me down in peace with them that reft.

Oft morning dreams prefage approaching fate ;

And morning dreams, as poets tell, 'are true j

Led by ,pale ghofts, I enter death's dark gate,

And bid the realms of light and life adieu !

I hear the helplefs wail, the fhriek of woe ;

I fee the muddy wave, the dreary more,

The fluggifh ftreams that flowly creep below,

Which mortals vifit, and return no more.

Farewell, ye blooming fields ! ye cheerful plains !

Enough for me the church-yard's lonely mound,
Where Melancholy with ftill Silence reigns,

And the rank grafs waves o'er the cheerlefs ground.

There let me wander at the clofe of eve,

When deep fits dewy on the labourer's eyes,

The world and all its bufy follies leave,

And talk with wifdom where my DAPHNIS. lies.

There
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There let me fleep, forgotten, in the clay,
When death fhall {hut thefe weary aching eyes,

Reft in the hopes of an eternal day,
Till the long night is gone, and the lafl morn arife.

P

N 37. TUESDAY, June i, 1779.

Credula vitam

Spes fovet, et melius eras fore femper ait. TIBUL,

following effay I received fome time

ago from a Correfpondent, to whom, if

I may judge from the hand-writing, I was

once before indebted for an ingenious commu-

nication.

*TP H E experience which every day affords, of

the mortifying difference between thofe ideal

pleafures which we conceive to flow from the

poffeffion of certain objects of our wiflies, and

the feelings confequent upon their actual attain-

ment, has furnifhed to mod moralifts a text for

declaiming on the vanity of human purfuits, the

folly of covetoufnefs, the madnefs of ambition,

and the only true wifdom of being humbly fa-

tisfied with the lot and ftation which Providence

has afligned us.

It
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It will not appear extraordinary, that thofe

moralifts have hitherto laboured in vain, when

It is confidered that their doctrine, taken in the

latitude in which they ufually preach it, would

cut off the greateft fource of our happiriefs, over-

throw every focial eftablifhment, and is nothing
lefs than an attempt to alter the nature of man.

It may be a truth, that the balance of happinefs
and mifery is much the fame in moft conditions

of life, and confequently that no change of cir-

cumftances will either greatly enlarge the one,

or diminifh the other. But, while we know that,

to attain an object of our wifhes, or to change
our condition, is not to increafe our happinefs,

we feel, at the fame time, that the purfuit of this

object, and the expectation of this change, can

increafe it in a very fenfible degree. It is by
hope that we truly exift ; our only enjoyment
is the expectation of fomething which we do

not poflefs : the recollection of the pqft ferves

us but to direct and regulate thofe expectations ;

the prefent is employed in
contemplating them :

it is therefore only ihefufure which we may be

properly faid to enjoy.

A philofopher who reafons in this manner,
has a much more powerful incentive to cheer-

fulnefs and contentment of mind, than what is

furnifhed by that doctrine which inculcates a

perpetual warfare with ourfelves, and a reftraint

upon the ftrongeft feelings of our nature. For,

while
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while he feels that the pofleffion of the object

of his moft earneft defires has given him far lefs

pleafure than was promifed by a diftant view of

it, he is confoled by reflecting that the expe&a-
tion of this object has, perhaps, brightened

many years of his life, enabled him to toil for

its attainment with vigour and alacrity, to dif-

charge, with honour, his part in fociety ;
in fhort,

has given him in reality as fubftantial happinefs as

human nature is capable of enjoying.

Though feveral years younger than Eupbanory

I have been long acquainted with him. He is

now in his fifty-fecond year ; an age when,
with moft men, the romantic fpirit and enthu-

fiafm of youth have long given place to the cool

and fteady maxims of bufinefs and the world.

It is, however, a peculiarity of my friend's dif-

pofition, that the fame fanguine temperament of

mind which, from infancy, has attended him

through life, ftill continues to actuate him as

ftrongly as ever. As he difcovered, very early,

a foridnefs for claffical learning, his father, at his

own defire, advanced his patrimony for his edu-

cation at the univerfity. At the age of twenty
he was left without a ihilling, to make the beft

of his talents in any way he thought proper.

Certain concurring circumftances, rather than

choice, placed him as an under-clerk in a count-

ing-houfe. His favourite ftudies were here

totally ufelefs; but while he gave to bufinefs the

moil
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moft fcrupulous attention, they ftill, at the in-

tervals of relaxation, furnimed his chief amufe-

ment. It would be equally tedious and foreign

to my purpofe to mark minutely the fteps by
which Eupbanory

in the courfe of thirty years

application to bufmefs, rofe to be mafter of the

moderate fortune of twenty thoufand pounds.

My friend always confidered money not in the

common light, as merely the end of labour, but

as the means of purchafmg certain enjoyments
which his fancy had pictured as conftituting the

fupreme happinefs of life.

In the beginning of laft fpring I received from

Eupbanor the following letter :

" MY DEAR SIR,
"
You, who are familiar with my difpofition,

" will not be furprized at a piece of information,
"

which, I doubt not, will occafion fome won-
" der in the general circle of my acquaintance.
"

I have now fairly begun to execute that refo-
"

lution, of which you have long heard me
"

talk, of entirely withdrawing myfelf from
" bufmefs. You know with what ardour I have
"

longed for that period, when Fortune mould
"

blefs me with a competence juft fuffici-

ent to profecute my favourite fcheme of

retiring to the country. It was that darling

profpect which made the toils of bufmefs (for

I which,
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"
which, God knows, I never was intended by

"
nature) light, and even pleafant to me. I have

"
acquired, by honeft induftry, a fortune equal

"
to my wifhes. Thefe were always moderate ;

<c for my aim was not wealth, but happinefsv
" Of that, indeed, I have been truly covetous ;

"
for I muft confefs, that, for thefe thirty years

"
paft, I have never laid my head to my pillow,

" without that ardent wifh which my favourite
" Horace fo beautifully expreffes :

" O rus I quando ego te afpiciam, quandoque licebit

" Nunc veterum libris, nunc fomno et inertibus horis,
" Ducere folicitae jucunda oblivia vitae !

" Or the fame fentiment in the words of the
"

penfive moral Cowley :

" Oh fountains f when in you fhall I

"
Myfelf eas'd of unpeaceful thoughts efpy ?

" Oh fields ! oh woods ! when, when (hall I be made
" The happy tenant of your {hade :"

" That blifsful period, my dear friend, is at

"
length arrived. I yefterday made a formal

*
refignation of all concern in the houfe in favour

" of my nephew, a deferving young man, who,
"

I doubt not, will have the entire benefit of

*' thofe numerous connections with perfons in

"
trade, whofe good opinion his uncle never, to

"
his knowledge, forfeited.

"
I have
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"
I have made a purchafe of a fmall eftate in

"
fhire, of about 200 acres. The fitua-

"
tion is delightfully romantic ;"

" Hie gelidi fontes, hie mollia prata,
" hie nemus "

" My houfe is fmall, but wonderfully com-
" modious. It is embofomed in a tall grove
" of oak and elm, which opens only to the
" fouth. A green hill rifes behind the houfe,
"

partly covered with furze, and feamed with
" a winding fheep-path. On one fide is an
"

irregular garden, or rather border of flirub-

"
bery, adorning the iloping bank of a rivulet ;

but intermixed, without the fmalleft injury
to its beauty, with all the variety of herbs

*' for the kitchen. On the other fide, a little

" more remote, but ftill in fight of the houfe
"

is an orchard filled with excellent fruit-trees.
*' The brook which runs through my garden
"

retires into a hollow dell, ihaded with
1

birch and hazle copfe, and, after a winding
'

courfe of half a mile, joins a large river.

Thefe are the outlines of my little paradife.
1 And now, my dear friend, what have I
8 more to wifh, but that you, and a very few
c

others, whofe fouls are congenial to my own,
'

fhould witnefs my happinefs ? In two days
' hence I bid adieu to the town, a long, a
"

laft adieu !

VOL. I. S "Farewell,

it
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"
Farewell, thou bufy world ! and may

" We never meet again !-

" The remainder of my life I dedicate to thofe

"
purfuits in which the beft and wifeft of men

" did not blum to employ themfelves ; the de-
"

lightful occupations of a country life, which
" Cicero well faid, and after him Columella, are
" next in kindred to true philofophy. What
"

charming fchemes have I already formed ;
what

" luxurious plans of fweet and rational enter-

u tainment ! But thefe, my friend, you muft
"

approve and participate. I mall look for you
" about the beginning of May ; when, if you
" can fpare me a couple of months, I can ven-
" ture to promife that time will not linger with
"

us. I am, with much regard, yours, &c."

As I am, myfelf, very fond of the country, it

was with confiderable regret that I found it not

in my power to accept of my friend's invitation,

an unexpected piece of bufmefs having detained

me in town during the greateft part of the fum-

mer. I heard nothing of Eupbanor, till about

nine months after, when he again wrote me as

follows :

" MY DEAR SIR,
"

It was a feniible mortification to me not to

" have the pleafure of feeing you laft fummer
"

in mire, when I mould have been

I
" much
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" much the better for your advice in a difagree-
" able affair, which, I am afraid, will occafiou

" my paying a vifit to town much fooner than
*'

I expedted. I have always had a horror at

"
going to law, but now I find myfelf unavoid-

<l

ably compelled to it. Sir Ralph Surly , whofe
"

eftate adjoins to my little property, has, for
" the purpofe of fupplying a new barley-mill,
" turned afide the courie of a fmall ftream which
" ran through my garden and inclofures, and
" which formed, indeed, their greateft orna-
" ments. In place of a beautiful winding rivi>-

"
let, with a variety of fine natural falls, there

"
is now nothing but a dry ditch, or rather

" crooked gulph, which is hideous to look at.

" The malice of this procedure is fufficiently
"

confpicuous, when I tell you, that there is

"
another, and a larger ftream, in the fame

"
grounds, which I have offered to be at the

"
iole expence of conducting to his mill. I

" think the law muft do me juftice. At any
"

rate, it is impoflible tamely to bear fuch aa
"

injury. I mall probably fee you in a few
"

days. To fay the truth, my dear friend, even
" before this laft mortification, I had begun to
"

find, that the expectations I had formed of
" the pleafures of a country-life were by far too
"

fanguine. I muft confefs, that, notwithftand-
"

ing the high relifh I have for the beauties of
"

nature, I have often felt, amidft the moft ro-

S 2
"

mastic
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" mantle fcenes, that languor of fpirit which
"

nothing but fociety can diffipate. Even when
"

occupied with my favourite ftudies, I have
" fometimes thought, with the lard'of'Mantua ,

* c that the eafe and retirement which I courted
" were rather ignoble. I have fuffered an ad-
"

ditional difappointment in the ideas I had form-

ed of the characters of the country-people.

It is but a treacherous picture, my friend,

which the poets give us of their innocence

and honeft fimplicity. I have met with fome
" inftances of infmcerity, chicane, and even
"

downright knavery, in my fhort acquaintance
" with them, that have quite mocked and mor-
"

tified me.
" Whether I mail ever again enter into the

<e

bufy world (a fmall concern in the houfe,
" without allowing my name to appear, would
u

perhaps be fome amufement), I have not yet
" determined. Of this, and other matters, we
" mall talk fully at meeting. Meantime believe

<l
me, dear Sir, yours,

" EUPHANQR."

Eupbanor has been, for this month paft, in.

town. I expected to have found him peevifli,

chagrined, and out of humour with the world.

But in this I xvas difappointed. I have never

feen my friend in better health, or higher fpirits,

I have been with him at feveral convivial meet-

ings
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ings with our old acquaintances, who felt equal
fatisfaction with himfelf at what they term his

recovery. He has actually refumed a fmall fhare

in trade, and purpofes, for the future, to devote

one half of the year to bufmefs. His counfel

have given him aflurance of gaining his law-fuit :

he expects, in a few months, to return in tri-

umph to mire, and has invited all his

friends to be prefent at a Fete Cbampetre he in-

tends to celebrate, on the reiteration of his be-

loved rivulet to its wonted channel.

The life of Euphanor muft be a feries of dif-

appointments ; but, on the whole, I muft con-

fider him as a HAPPY MAN.

N 38. SATURDAY, Junt 5, 1779.

TH E following letter I received only yefter-

day ; but, as I am particularly interefted

in every project of ingenious men, I poftponed
another Eflay which was ready for publication,

and put my printer to confiderable inconveni-

ence to get it ready for this day's paper. I was

the more felicitous, likewife, to give it a place

as foon after my 35th Number as pomble, in

order to (hew my impartiality. This paper (as

the London Gazetteer fays) is open to allparties ;

s 3 with
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with this provifo, however, which is exactly
the reverfe of the terms of admiflion into the

Gazetteer
, that my Correfpondents do not write

politics.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,
fN a late paper, you fhewed the neceility of

accommodating ourfelves to the temper of

perfons with whom we are particularly con-

nected, by fo'metimes fubmitting our own tafte,

inclination, and opinions, to the tafte, inclina-

tion, and opinions of thofe perfons. I appre-

hend, Sir, you might have carried your idea a

good deal farther, and have prefcribed to us the

fame receipt for happinefs in our intercourfe not

only with our wives and children, but with our

companions, our acquaintance, in fhort with all

mankind.

But, as the difpofition to this is not always
born with one, and as to form a temper is not

fo eafy as to regulate a behaviour, it is the bufi-

nefs of matters in the art of politenefs^ to teach

people, at leaft the better fort of them, to coun-

terfeit as much of this complacency in their de-

portment as poffible. In this, indeed, they be-

gin at quite the different end of the matter from

you, Sir ; complacency to hufbands, wives, chil-

dren, and relations, they leave people to teach

themfelves ; but the art of pleafmg every body

elfe,
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elfe, as it is a thing cf much greater importance,

they take proportionably greater pains to inftil

into their difciples.

I have, for fome time paft, been employed
in reducing this art into a fyftem, and have fome

thoughts of opening a fubfcription for a courfe of
leftures on the fubjec"r. To qualify myfelf for

the tafk, I have ftudied, with unwearied at-

tention, the letters of the immortal Earl of Chef-

terfield^ which I intend to ufe as my text-book on

this occafion, allowing only for the difference

which even a few years produce in an art fo

fluctuating as this. Before I lodge my fub-

fcriptlon-paper with the bookfellers, I wifh to

give a fpecimen of my abilities to the readers of

the MIRROR ; for which purpofe I beg the fa-

vour of you to infert in your next Number the

following fubftance of a leElure on Simulation.

Our noble author, indeed, extends his doctrine

the length of Diffimulation only, from which he

diftinguifhes Simulation as fomething not quite

fo fair and honeft. But, for my part, I have

not fufficient nicety of ideas to make the diftinc-

tion, and would humbly recommend to every

perfon who wifhes to be thoroughly well bred,

not to confufe his head with it. Taking, there-

fore, the fhorter word as the more gentleman-

like, I proceed to my fubjecl: of

s 4
* SIMU-



264 THE MIRROR. N 38.

"SIMULATION.
" SIMULATION is the great bafis of the

" art which I have the honour to teach. I mail
"

humbly endeavour to treat this branch of my
"

fubject, though much lefs ably, yet more fci-

"
entifically than my great mafter, by reducing

"
it into a form like that adopted by the pro-

"
feflbrs of the other fciences, and even borrow-

"
ing from them fome of the terms by which I

" mean to illuftrate it.

" This rule of falfe (to adopt an algebraical
"

term) I (hall divide into two parts ; that
" which regards the external figure of the man
" or woman j and that which is neceflary in the
"

accomplifhment of the mind, and its feeming
"

developement to others.

"
Fa/hion may be termed the regulator of

"
the firft, decorum of the latter. But I muft

" take this opportunity of informing my audi-
"

ence, that the fignification of words, when
"

applied to perfons of condition, is often quite
"

different from that which they are underftood
"

to bear in the ordinary ftandard of language.
" With fuch perfons (if I may be allowed fo

" bold an exprefllon) it may often be {hzfajhion
" to be unfajl.ionalh^ and decorum to act againft
"

all propriety ; good breeding may confift in

"
rudenefs) and politenefs in being very imperti-

" nent. This will hold in the pa/five, as well
"

as
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"
as in the atfive of our art

; people of fafhion
"

will be pleafed with fuch treatment from
"

people of fafhion, the natural feelings in this,
"

as in the other, fine arts, giving way, amongft
"

connoifleurs, to knowledge and tafte.

"
Having made this preliminary obfervation,

" I return to my fubject of Simulation.

"
It will be found, that appearing what one

"
is not, is, in both divifions of my fubject, the

"
criterion of politenefs. The man who is rich

"
enough to afford fine clothes, is, by this rule

"
of falfe, entitled to wear very fhabby ones ;

" while he who has a narrow fortune is to be
" drefled in the inverfe ratio to his finances.

" One corollary from this propofition is obvious:
" he who takes off his fuit on credit, and has
" neither inclination nor ability to pay for it,

"
is to be dreffed the moft expenfively of the

"
three. The fame rule holds in houfes, din-

"
ners, fervants, horfes, equipages, &c. and is

"
to be followed, as far as the law will allow,

" even the length of bankruptcy, or, perhaps, a
"

little beyond it.

" On the fame principle, a fimple Gentleman,
" or Efquire, muft, at all places of public re-
"

fort, be apparelled like a Gentleman or Efquire.
" A Baronet may take the liberty of a dirty
"

fhirt ; a Lord need not mew any mirt at all,

" but wear a handkerchief round his neck in its

"
ftead ; an Earl may add to all this a bunch

" of
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<c ofuncombed hair hanging down his back
; and

" a Duke^ over and above the privileges above-
**

mentioned, is entitled to appear in boots and
" buck-ikin breeches.

"
Following the fame rule of inverfion, the

** fcholar of a provincial dancing- mafter muft
" bow at coming into, and going out of, a
u

drawing-room, and that pretty low too. The
"

pupil of Galllm is to pufh forward with the

*'
rough ftride of a porter, and make only a

"
flight inclination of his head when he has got

" into the middle of the room. At going out

" of it, he is to take no notice of the company
<e at all.

" In the externals of the female world, from
" the great complication of the machine, it is

<c not eafy to lay down precife regulations. Still,

" however, the rule offalfe may be traced as the

"
governing principle. It is very feminine to

" wear a riding-habit and a fmart cocked hat

" one half of the day ; becaufe that drefs ap-
u

preaches nearer to the mafculine apparel than
" than any other. It is very modejt to lay open
" the greateft part of the neck and bofom to the

u view of the beholders
; and it is incumbent

<fc on thofe ladies who occupy the front row of

a box at a play, to wear high feathers, and to

*' wave them more unceafmgly than any other

"
ladies, becaufe otherwife the company who

"
fit behind might be fuppofed to have fome

"
defire
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"
defire of feeing the ftage. Since I have men-

" tioned the theatre^ I may remark (though it

"
is foreign to this part of my difcourfe), that,

" in the moft afFecYmg fcenes of a tragedy, it is

"
polite to laugh ; whereas, in the ordinary de-

"
tail of the two firft ads, it is not required that

" a lady fhould make any greater noife than to
" talk aloud to every one around her.

" Simulation of Per/on, which is only, in-
"

deed, a fort of drefs, is alfo neceflary among
"

ladies of fafhion. Nature is to be falfified as
" well in thofe parts of the fhape which fhe has
"

left fmall, as in thofe which fhe has made large.
" The Simulation of Face, I am happy to

"
find, from an examination of the books of

" fome perfumers and colourmen of my ac-
"

quaintance, is daily gaining ground among
" the politer females of this country. But it has
" hitherto been regulated by principles fome-
" what different from thofe which govern other

parts of external appearance, laid down in the

beginning of this paper, as it is generally

pracYifed by thofe who are moft under the
"

neceflity of practicing it. I would, therefore,
"

humbly recommend to that beautiful young
"

lady, whom I faw at the laft aflembly of the

^ feafon, with a coat of rouge on her cheeks, to

"
lay it afide for thefe three or four years at

"
leaft : at prefent, it too much refembles their

" natural colour to be proper for her to wear
"

though,
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"
though, on fecond thoughts, I believe I may

"
retract my advice, as the laying it on for a

"
little while longer will reduce her ikin to that

"
dingy appearance which the rule offalfe al-

" lows to be converted, by paint, into the com-
"

plexion of lilies and rofes."

The fecond part of my obfervations on this

fubject I lhall fend you at fome future period, if

I find you fo far approve of my defign as to fa-

vour this with a fpeedy infertion.

I am, &c.

SIMULATOR,
V

N 39. TUESDAY, June 8, 1779.
.

A S it is the bufmefs of the politician to be-

ftow his chief attention on the encourage-
ment and regulation of thofe members of the

community who contribute mod to the ftrength

and permanency of the ftate ;
fo it is the duty of

the moral writer to employ his principal endea-

vours to regulate and correct thofe affections of

the mind, which, when carried to excefs, often

obfcure the moft deferving characters, though

they are feldom or never to be found among
the worthlefs.

It
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It is vain to think of reclaiming, by human

means, thofe rooted vices which proceed from

a depraved or unfeeling heart. Avarice is not

to be overcome by a panegyric on generofity,

nor cruelty and oppreffion by the moft eloquent

difplay of the beauties of companion and humani-

ty. The moralift fpeaks to them a language they
do not underftand ; it is not therefore furprifmg,

thattheylhouldneitherbe convinced nor reclaimed.

I would not beunderftood to mean, that the enor-

mity of a vice fhould free it from cenfure : on

the contrary, I hold all glaring deviations from

rectitude the moft proper objects for the fevereft

lafh of fatire, and that they fhould frequently be

held up to public view, that, if the guilty can-

not be reclaimed, the wavering may be con-

firmed, and the innocent warned to avoid the

danger.
But it is a no lefs ufeful, and a much more

pleafing tafk, to endeavour to remove the veil

that covers the luftre of virtue, and to point out,

for the purpofe of amending, thofe errors and

imperfe&ions which tarnifh deferving characters,

which render them ufelefs, in fome cafes hurtful,

to fociety.

An honeft ambition for that fame which ought

to follow fuperior talents employed in the exer-

cife of virtue, is one of the beft and moft ufeful

paflions that can take root in the mind of man ;

and, in the language of the Roman poet, Ter-
" rarum
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" rarum dominos evehit ad Deos ;" -" Heroes
"

lifts to gods.'
1

But when this laudable am-

bition happens to be joined with great delicacy

of tafte and fentiment, it is often the fource of

much mifery and uneafmefs. In the earlier pe-
riods of fociety, before mankind are corrupted

by the excefTes of luxury and refinement, the

candidates for fame enter the lifts upon equal

terms, and with a reafonable degree of confi-

dence, that the judgment of their fellow-citi-

zens will give the preference where it is due.

In fuch a conteft, even the vanquifhed have no

inconfiderable fhare of glory ; and that virtue

which they cultivate, forbids them to with-hold

their refpect and applaufe from the fuperiority

by which they are overcome. Of this, the firft

ages of the Grecian and Roman republics are

proper examples, when merit was the only road

to fame, becaufe fame was the only reward of

merit.

Though it were unjuft to accufe the prefent

age of being totally regardlefs of merit, yet this

will not be denied, that there are many other

avenues which lead to difUnction, many other

qualities by which competitors carry away a prize,

that, in lefs corrupted times, could have been

attained only by a fteady perfeverance in the

paths of virtue.

When, a man of acknowledged honour and

abilities, not unconfcious of his worth, and pof-

feffed
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fefled of thofe delicate feelings I have mentioned,

fees himfelf fet afide, and obliged to give way
to the worthlefs and contemptible, whole vices

are fometimes the means of their promotion,
he is too apt to yield to difguft or defpair ;

that fenfibility which, with better fortune, and

placed in a more favourable fituation, would

have afforded him the moft elegant pleafures,

made him the delight of his friends, and aa

honour to his country, is in danger of changing
him into a morofe and furly mifanthrope, dif-

contented with himfelf, the world, and all its

enjoyments.
This weaknefs (and I think it a great one)

of quarrelling with the world, would never have

been carried the length I have lamented in fome

of my friends, had they allowed themfelves

to reflect on the folly of fuppofmg, that the

opinions of the reft of mankind are to be govern-
ed by the ftandard which they have been pleafed

to erect, had they confidered what a ftate of

languor and infipidity would be produced, if

every individual fhould have marked out to him

the rank he was to hold, and the line in which

he was to move, without any danger of being

joftled in his progrefs.

The Author of Nature has diverfified the mind

of man with different and contending paffions,

which are brought into action as chance or cir-

cumftances direct, or as he is pleafed to order in

the
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the wifdom of his providence. Our limited fa-

culties, far from comprehending the imiverfal

fcale of being, or taking in at one glance what

is beft and fitteft for the purpofes of creation,

cannot even determine the beft mode of govern-

ing the little fpot that furrounds us.

I believe moft men have, at times, wifhed to

be creators, pofleffed of the power of moulding
the world to their fancy ;

but they would act

more wifely to mould their own prepofleffions

and prejudices to the ftandard of the world,
which may be done, in every age and fituation,

without tranfgrefling the bounds of the moft

rigid virtue. A diftafte at mankind never fails

to produce peevifhnefs and difcontent, the moft

unrelenting tyrants that ever fwayed the human
breaft ; that cloud which they caft upon the foul

fhuts out every ray that mould warm to manly
exertion, and hides, in the bofom of indolence

and fpleen, virtues formed to illumine the

world.

I muft, therefore, earneftly recommend to my
readers to guard againft the firft approaches of

mifanthropy, by oppofmg reafon to fentiment,

and reflecting on the injury they do themfelves

and fociety, by tamely retreating from injuftice.

The paffive virtues only are fit to be buried in a

cloifter ; the firm and active mind difdains to

recede, and rifes upon oppoiition.

The
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The cultivation of cheerfulnefs and good-
humour will be found another fovereign antidote

to this mental diforder. They are the harbin-

gers of virtue, and produce that ferenity which

difpofes the mind to friendmip, love, gratitude,
and every other focial affeclion ; they make
us contented with ourfelves, our friends, and our

fituation, and expand the heart to all the interefts

of humanity.

N 40. SATURDAY, June 12, 1779.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,
ACCORDING to my promife, I fend you the

fecond divifion of my lecture on SIMU-

LATION, as it refpe&s the internal part of the

icience of politenefs.
" AMONG barbarous nations, it has been

cc
obferved, the emotions of the mind are not

" more violently felt than ftrongly exprefled.
"

Grief] angery and jealoufyy
not only tear the

VOL. I. T "
heart,
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"
heart, but disfigure the countenance; while

"
love,joy, and mirth, have their oppofite ef-

il fects on the foul, and are vifible, by op-
"

pofite appearances, in the afpect. Now, as
" a very refined people are in a ftate exactly the
"

reverfe of a very rude one, it follows, that,
" inftead of allowing the palfions thus to lord
<c

it over their minds and faces, it behoves them
"

to mitigate and reftrain thofe violent emotions,
" both in feeling and appearance ; the latter, at

"
leaft, is within the power of art and educa-

"
tion, and to regulate it is the duty of a

" well-bred perfon. On this truly philofophi-
"

cal principle is founded that eafe, indiffer-
"

ence, or nonchalance, which is the great mark
" of a modern man of fafhion.

" That inftance of politenefs which I men-
" tioned (fomewhat out of place indeed) in the
"

firft part of this difcourfe, the conduct of a
"

fine lady at a tragedy, is to be carried into
"

fituations of real forrow as much as poflible.
"

Indeed, though it may feem a bold aflertion,
"

I believe the art of putting on indifference
" about the real object, is not a whit more
"

difficult than that of afluming it about the
"

theatrical. I have known feveral ladies and
"

gentlemen who had acquired the firft in per-
w

fection, without being able to execute the
"

latter, at leaft to execute it in that mafterly
" manner
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44 manner which marks the performances of an
"

adept. One night, laft winter, I heard Bob
44

Buftle talking from a front-box, to an ac-
<e

quaintance in the pit, about the death of
44

their late friend Jack Riot. 44 Riot is dead,
44 Tom ; kick'd this morning, egad !"

4< Riot
44 dead! poor Jack! what did he die of?"
44 One of your damnation apoplectics kill'd

44 him in the chucking of a bumper ; you
4< could fcarce have heard him wheazle !"

44 Damn'd bad that ! Jack was an honeft fel-
44 low ! What becomes of his grey poney?"
44 The poney is mine." 44 Yours !"

"
Why,

44

yes ; I flaked my white and liver-colour'd
44 bitch Pbillis againft the grey poney, Jack's
44

life to mine for the feafon." At that in-
44

ftant, a lady entering the box (it was about
44 the middle of the fourth act), obliged Bob to
44

(hift his place ; he fat out of ear-mot of his

44 friend in the pit, biting his nails, and look-
44

ing towards the ftage, in a fort of nothing"
44

to-doijh way, juft as the laft parting fcene

44 between Jaffier and Btlvidera was going on
44 there. I obferved (I confefs, with regret, for

44 he is one of my favourite pupils) the pro-
44

grefs of its victory over Bob's politenefs. He
44

firft grew attentive, then humm'd a tune,
<4 then grew attentive again, then took out his

4t
toothpick cafe, then looked at the players in

44

fpite of him, then grew ferious, then agitated,

T 2
"

till,
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"
till, at la ft, he was fairly beat out of

"
his ground, and obliged to take fhelter behind

"
lady Cockatoos head, to prevent the difgrace

" of being abfolutely feen weeping.
" But to return from this digreflion.

" The Simulation of indifference in affliction is

"
equally a female as a male accomplimment.

" On the death of a very, very near relation,
" a hit/band^ for inftance, cuftom has efta-

" blimed a practice, which polite people have
*' not yet been able to overcome ;

a lady muft
"

ftay at home, and play cards for a week or
" two. But the deceafe of any one more
"

diftant, fhe is to talk of as a matter of very
44

little moment, except when it happens on
" the eve of an affembly, a ball, or a ridotto

;

"
at fuch feafons fhe is allowed to regret it as

" a very unfortunate accident. This rule of
"

deportment extends to diftrefTes poignant in-

" deed ; as, in perfect good-breeding, the fall

" of a fet of Drefden, the fpilling of a plate of
44

foup on a new brocade^ or even a bad run of
" cards

y
is to be born with as equal a counte-

" nance as may be.

"
Anger, the fecond paffion above enume-

*'
rated, is to be covered with the fame cloak

" of eafe and good manners
; injury, if of a

u
deep kind, with profeflions of efteem and

"
friendfhip. Thus, though it would be im-

"
proper to fqueeze a gentleman's hand, and

"
call
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"
call him my dear S/V, or my leftfriend, when

44 we mean to hit him a flap on the face, or to
" throw a bottle at his head

; yet it is perfectly
"

conliftent with politenefs, to fhew him all

"
thofe marks of civility and kindnefs, when

" we intend to ftrip him of his fortune at play,
"

to counterplot him at an election, or to fe-

41 duce his wife. The laft mentioned particu-
4< lar (hould naturally lead to the confideration
4 '

otjealoufy ; but on this it it needlefs to infift,
<l

as among well-bred people, the feeling itfelf is

"
quite in difufe.

41 Love is one of thofe paffions which polite-
<;

nefs lays us under a particular obligation to

44

difguife, as the difcovery of it to third per-
" fons is peculiarly offenfive and difagreeable.
w

Therefore, when a man happens to fit by a
"

tolerably handfome girl, for whom he does
" not care a farthing, he is at liberty to kifs

u her hand, call her an angel, and tell her he
"

dies for her ; but, if he has a real tendre for
"

her, he is to ftare in her face with a broad
"

unfeeling look, tell her fhe looks monftrous

ill this evening, and that her cotffeufe has

pinned her cap fhockingly awry. From not

attending to the practice of this rule amongft
"

people of faQuon, the inferior world has been
" led to imagine, that matrimony with them is

" a ftate of indifference or averfion
; whereas,

" in truth, the appearances from which that

T 3 "judgment

*'

"
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"
judgment is formed, are the ftrongeft indica-

"
tions of connubial happinefs and affection.

" On the fubiecT: of/oy, or at leaft of mirth^
<{ that great matter of our art, my Lord Chefter-
"

Jield^ has been precife in his directions. He
"

does not allow of laughter at all j by which,
"

however, he is to be underftood as only pre-
"

eluding that exercife as a fign, common with

the vulgar, of internal fatisfaclion ;
it is by

no means to be reprobated as a difguife for

chagrin, or an engine of wit ; it is, indeed,
" the readied of all repartees, and will often give
" a man of fafhion the victory over an inferior,
" with every talent, but that of aflurance, on
" his fide.

" As the paffions and affections, fo are the
"

virtues of a polite man to be carefully con-
" cealed or difguifed* In this particular, our
"

art goes far beyond the rules of philofophers,
" or the precepts of the Bible ; they enjoined
" men not to boaft of their virtues ;

we teach
" them to brag of their vices, which is cer-

*'
tainly a much fublimer pitch of felf-denial.

"
Befides, the merit of difintereftednefs lies al-

"
together on our fide, the difciples of thofe

"
antiquated teachers expeding, as they con-

<;
fefs, a reward fomewhere

;
our conduct has

"
only the pure confcioufnefs of acting like a

" man of fafhion for its recompence, as we
"

evidently profit nothing by it at prefent,and the
" idea
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"
idea of future retribution, were we ever to

" admit of it, is rather againft us."

Such, Mr. Mirror, is the fubftance of one

of my lectures, which, I think, promife fo much
edification to our country (yet only in an im-

proving ftate with regard to the higher and more

refined parts of politenefs), that it muft be im-

poilible for your patriotifm to refufe their encou-

ragement. If you infert this in your next

paper (if accompanied with fome commenda-

tory paragraphs of your own, fo much the bet-

ter), I fhall take care to prefent you with a

dozen admiflion tickets, as foon as the number

of my fubfcribers enables me to begin my
courfe.

I have the honour to be, &c.
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^

N4i. TUESDAY, June 15, 1779.

Sit mihi fas audita loqui. VIRG.

PASSING the Exchange a few days ago I per-
ceived a little before me a fliort plump-look-

ing man, feeming to fet his watch by St. Gi/es's

clock, which had juft then ftruck two. On ob-

ferving him a little more clofely, I recognifed
Mr. Blubber, with whom I had become acquaint-
ed at the houfe of my friend Umpbravillcz coufin,

Mr. Bear/kin. He alfo recollected me, and fhak-

ing me cordially by the hand, told me he was

juft returned fafe from his journey to the High-

lands, and had been regulating his watch by
our town-clock, as he found the fun did not go

exactly in the Highlands as it did in the Low-

country. He added, that, if I would come and

eat a Welfh rabbit,- and drink a glafs of punch
xvith him and his family that evening, at their

lodgings hard by, they would give me an account

of their expedition. He faid, they found my
defcription of things a very juft one

; and was

pleafed to add, that his wife and daughters had

taken a great liking to me ever fince the day we
met at his friend Bear/kin &. After this, it was

impoffible to refift his invitation, and I went to

his
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his lodgings in the evening accordingly, where

I found all the family aflembled, except Mr.

Edward^ whom they accounted for in the hif-

tory of their expedition.

I could not help making one preliminary ob-

fervation, that it was much too early in the fea-

fon for viewing the country to advantage ; but

to this Mr. Blubber had a very fatisfadory an-

fwer ; they were refolved to complete their tour

before the new tax upon pojl-borfes fhould be

put in execution.

The firft place they vifited after they left Edin*

burgh was Carron, which Mr. Blubber feemed

to prefer to any place he had feen
;
but the ladies

did not appear to have relimed it much. The
mother faid,

" She had like to have fell

" into a fit at the noife of the great bellows."

Mifs Blubber agreed, that it was monjirous fright-

ful indeed. Mifs Betfy had fpoiled her petticoat

in getting in, and faid it was a nafty place, not

lit for genteel people, in her opinion. Blubber

put on his wifeft face, and obferved, that women
did not know the ufe of them things. There

was much the fame difference in their fentiments

with regard to the Great Canal ; Mr. Blubber

took out a bit of paper, on which he had

marked down the lockage duty received in a

week there ; he (hook his head, however, and

faid, he was forry to find the fbares were be-

law par.
Of
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Of Stirling, the young ladies remarked, that

the view from the caftle was very fine, and the

windings of the river very curious. But neither

of them had ever been at Richmond. Mrs.

Blubber, who had been oftener than once

there, told us,
"

that from the bill was a much
"

grander profpect ;
that the river Thames made

tc two twifts for one that the Forth made at Stir-

"
ling ; befides, there was a wood fo charming

**
thick, that unlefs when you got to a rifmg

ground, like what the Star and Garter ftands

on, you could fcarce fee a hundred yards
before you."

Taymouth feemed to ftrike the whole family*

The number and beauty of the temples were

taken particular notice of; nor was the trim-

nefs of the walks and hedges without commen-

dation. Mifs Betfy Blubber declared herfelf

charmed with the fhady walk by the fide of

the Tay, and remarked, what an excellent fancy

it was to (hut out the view of the river, fo that

you might hear the ftream without feeing it.

Mr. Blubber, however, objected to the vicinity

of the bills9
and Mrs. Blubber to that of the lake,

which he was fure muft be extremely unwhole-

fome. To this circumftance fhe imputed her

rheumatifm, which (he told us,
" had been very

" troublefome to her the firft night fhe lay'd
" there ; but that fhe had always the precau-
" tion of carrying a bottle of Beaume de Vie in

" the
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M the chaife, and that a dofe of it had effectually
" cured her.'*

The ladies were delighted with the Hermitage.
Mrs. Blubber confefled,

" fhe was fomewhat
" afeard at firft to truft herfelf with the guide,
< down a dark narrow path, to the Lord knows
'* where

; but then it was fo charming when he
"

let in the light upon them." "
Yes, and fo

"
natural," faid her eldeft daughter,

" with the
" flowers growing out of the wall, and the Bear-
"
Jkins fo pure foft for the Hermit to fleep on."

" " And their garter-blue colour fo lively
" and fo pretty," faid Mifs Betfy ;

"
I vow I

" could have ftay'd there for ever. -You
" waVt there, Papa."

"
No," replied he,

rather fullenly,
" but I faw one of them fame

'*

things at Dunkeld, next day." The young
ladies declared they were quite different things ;

and that no judgment could be formed of the

one from the other ; upon which Mr. Blubber

began to grow angry ; and Mrs. Blubber inter-

pofing, put an end to the queftion ; whifper-

ing me, at the fame time, that her hufband had

fallen afleep, after a hearty dinner at the inn near

Taymoutb^ and that fhe and her children had gone
to fee the Hermitage without him. I was far-

ther informed, that Mr. Edward Blubber had

left their party at this place, having gone along

with two EngK/b gentlemen whom he met there,

to fee a great many curiofities farther off in the

Highlands.
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Highlands.
" For my part," faid Blubber^

**

though I was told it was a great way
*'

off, and over terrible mountains, as indeed

we could perceive them to be from the win-

dows, I did not care to hinder his going, as I

like to fee fpirit in a young man."

The reft of the family returned by the way
of Dunkddy which the ladies likewife com-

mended as a monjlrous pleafant place. Mr.

Blubber diflented a little, faying,
" he could not

w fee the pleafure of always looking at the fame
"

things ; hills, and wood, and water, over and
*6 over again. The river here, he owned, was
*c a pretty rural thing enough ; but, for his
*'

part, he fliould think it much more lively if

**
it had a ivwjbipj and lighters on it." Mifs

Blubber did not agree with him as to the fhips

and lighters ;
but fhe confefled, fhe thought a

little company would improve it a good deal.

Mifs Betfy differed from both, and declared, me
relilhed nothing fo much as folitude and re-

tirement. This led to a defcription of a fecond

hermitage they had vifued at this place, from

which, and fome of the grottoes adjoining, Mifs

Betfy had taken down temefweet copies ofverfes,

as fhe called them, in her memorandum-book.

The fall of water here had ftruck the family

much. W[?s. Blubber obferved,how like it was to

the cafcadc at Vauxball; her eldeft daughter re-

marked, however, that the fancy of looking at it

through
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through panes of different coloured glafs in the

Hermitage-room^ was an improvement on that at

Spring-gardens.

The bridge at Perth was the laft fettion of

the family journal that we difcourfed on. The

ladies had inadvertently crofted it in the carriage

to fee the palace at Scone, at which they com-

plained there was nothing to be feen ; and Mr.

Blubber complained of the extravagance of the

Toll on the bridge, which he declared was higher

than at Blackfriars. He was affiired, however,

that he had paid no more than the legal charge,

by his landlord, Mr. Mar/hall, at whofe houfe

he received fome confolation from an excellent

dinner, and a bed, he faid, which the Lord

Mayor of London might have laid on. "I hope
" there is no offence (continued Mr. Blubber ,

"
very politely) ;

as I underftand the landlord
"

is an Englffiman ; but, at the King's Arms t

"
I met with the only real good buttered toaft

" that I have feen in Scotland"

But however various were the remarks of the

family on the particulars of their journey in

detail, I found they had perfectly fettled their

refpe&ive opinions of travelling in general. The
ladies had formed their conclufion, that it was

motiftrous pleafant^ and the gentleman his, that

it was won/Irons dear.

I
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N 42. SATURDAY, June 19, 1779.

"1^17'HEN I firft undertook this pulication, it

* * was fuggefted by fome of my friends,

and, indeed, accorded entirely with my own

ideas, that there fhould be nothing of religion

in it. There is a facrednefs in the fubjecT: that

might feem profaned by its introduction into a

work, which, to be extenfively read, muft fome-

times be ludicrous, and often ironical. This

confideration will apply, in the ftrongeft man-

ner, to any thing myftic or controverfial
; but

it may, perhaps, admit of an exception, when

religion is only introduced as a feeling, not a

fyftem, as appealing to the fentiments of the

heart, not to the difquifitions of the head. The

following ftory holds it up in that light, and is

therefore, I think, admiffible into the MIRROR.
It was fent to my editor as a tr

(inflationfrom the

French. Of this my readers will judge. Per-

haps they might be apt to fufpect, without any

fuggeftion from me, that it is an original, riot

a tranflation. Indeed, I cannot help thinking,

that it contains in it much of that piclurefque

defcription, and that power of awakening the

tender feelings, which fo remarkably diftinguifh

the compofition of a gentleman whofe writings

I have often read with pleafure. But, be that

2 as
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as it may, as I felt myfelf interefted in the nar-

rative, and believed that it would affed: my read-

ers in the like manner, I have ventured to give

it entire as I received it, though it will take up
the room of three fucceflive papers.

S

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

T\/r ORE than forty years ago, an Englijh phi-

lofopher, whofe works have fmce been

read and admired by all Europe, refided at a

little town in France. Some difappointments in

his native country had firft driven him abroad,

and he was afterwards induced to remain there,

from having found, in this retreat, where the

connections even of nation and language were

avoided, a perfect feclufion and retirement highly
favourable to the developement of abftract fub-

jects, in which he excelled all the writers of his

time.

Perhaps, in the ftructure of fuch a mind as

Mr.
5

s, the finer and more delicate fenfi-

bilities are feldom known to have place, or, if

originally implanted there, are in a great mea-

fare extinguifhed by the exertions of intenie

ftudy and profound inveftigation. Hence the

idea of philofophy and unfeelingnefs being

united, has become proverbial, and in common

language,
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language, the former word is often ufed to ex-

prefs the latter. Our philofopher has been cen*

fured by fome, as deficient in warmth and feel-

ing : but the mildnefs of his manners has been

allowed by all ; and it is certain, that, if he was

not eafily melted into compaflion, it was, at

leaft, not difficult to awaken his benevolence.

One morning, Awhile he fat bufied in thofe

fpeculations which afterwards aftonifhed the

world, an old female domeftic, who ferved him

for a houfekeeper, brought him word, that an

elderly gentleman and his daughter had arrived

in the village, the preceding evening, on their

way to fome diftant country, and that the father

had been fuddenly feized in the night with a

dangerous diforder, which the people of the inn

where they lodged feared would prove mortal:

that me had been fent for, as having fome know-

ledge in medicine, the village-furgeon being then

abfent ; and that it was truly piteous to fee the

good old man, who feemed not fo much afflict-

ed by his own diftrefs, as by that which it cauA

ed to his daughter. Her mafter laid afide the

volume in his hand, and broke off the chain of

ideas it had infpired. His night-gown was ex-

changed for a coat, and he followed hisgouver-
nante to the fick man's apartment.

'Twas the beft in the little inn where they lay,

but a paltry one notwithstanding. Mr.

was obliged to ftoop as he entered it. It was

floored
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floored with earth, and above were the joifls

not plaftered, and hung with cobwebs. On a

flock-bed, at one end, lay the old man he came

to vifit ; at the foot of it fat his daughter. She

was drefied in a clean white bed-gown; her

dark locks hung loofely over it as fhe bent for-

ward, watching the languid looks of her father.

Mr. and his houfekeeper had flood fome

moments in the room without the young lady's

being fenfible of their entering it.
" Mademoi-

felle !'' faid the old woman at laft, in a foft

tone. She turned and mowed one of the fined

faces in the world. It was touched, not fpoiled

with forrow ;
and when fhe perceived a flranger,

whom the old woman now introduced to her,

a blufh at firft, and then the gentle ceremonial

of native politenefs, which the affliction of the

tinie tempered but did not extinguifh, crofled it

for a moment, and changed its expreffion. 'Twas

fweetnefs all, however, and our philofopher felt

it ftrongly. It was not a time for words ;
he

offered his fervices in a few fmcere ones.
" Mon-

"
fieur lies miferably ill here," faid the gouver-

nante ;

"
if he could poffibly be moved any

" where
1 * " If he could be moved to our

"
houfe," faid her mafter. He had a fpare bed

for a friend, and there was a garret room unoccu-

pied, next to the gouvernante's. It was contrived

accordingly. The fcruples of the ftranger^ who
could look fcruples, though he could not fpeak

VOL. j. u them,
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them, were overcome, and the bafhful reluctance

of his daughter gave way to her belief of its ufe

to her father. The fick man was wrapt in blan-

kets, and carried acrofs the ftreet to the Englijh

gentleman's. The old woman helped his daugh-
ter to nurfe him there. The furgeon, who ar-

rived foon after, prefcribed a little, and nature

did much for him ; in a week he was able to

thank his benefactor.

By that time his hoft had learned the name

and character of his gueft. He was a Proteftant

clergyman of Switzerland) called La Roche^ a

widower, who had lately buried his wife, after a

long and lingering illnefs, for which travelling had

been prefcribed, and was now returning home,
after an ineffectual and melancholy journey, with

his only child, the daughter we have mentioned.

He was a devout man, as became his pro-

feffion. He poffefTed devotion in all its warmth,
but with none of its afperity ; I mean that afpe-

rity which men, called devout, fometimes in-

dulge in. Mr. , though he felt no devo-

tion, never quarrelled with it in others. His

gouvernante joined the old man and his daugh-

ter in the prayers arid thankfgivings which they

put up on his recovery; for {he, too, was a

heretic, in the phrafe of the village. The

philofopher walked out, with his long ftaff and

his dog, and left them to their prayers and

thankfgivings.
" My mafter," faid the old

woman,
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woman,
"

alas ! he is not a Chriftian ; but he
" isthebeft of unbelievers." " Not a Chrif-
"

tian !" exclaimed Mademoifelle La Rocbe^
"

yet he faved my father ! Heaven blefs him
"

for't; I would he were a Chriftian !"
" There

"
is a pride in human knowledge, my child,

1

*,

faid her father,
" which often blinds men to the

" fublime truths of revelation
; hence oppofers

" of Chriftianity are found among men of vir-
" tuous lives, as well as among thofe of diffi-

"
pated and licentious characters. Nay, fome-

"
times, I have known the latter more eafily

" converted to the true faith than the former,
" becaufe the fume of paffion is more eafily
"

diflipated than the mift of falfe theory and
" delufive fpeculation."

" But Mr. ,"

faid his daughter,
"

alas ! my father, he (hall

" be a Chriftian before he dies." She was

interrupted by the arrival of their landlord. He
took her hand with an air of kindnefs : She

drew it away from him in filence
;
threw down

her eyes to the ground, and left the room.
"

I have been thanking God," faid the good
La Rocbe^

" for my recovery."
" That is

"
right," replied his landlord. "

I would not
"

wifh," continued the old man, hefitatingly,
" to think otherwife ; did I not look up with
"

gratitude to that Being, I fhould barely be
"

fatisfied with my recovery, as a continuation
u of life, which, it may be, is not a real go<?d :

u 2
" Alas !
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"

Alas ! I may live to wim I had died, that

you had left me to die, Sir, inftead of kindly

relieving me (he clafped Mr. 's hand) ;

but, when I look on this renovated being
as the gift of the Almighty, I feel a far dif-

ct ferent fentiment my heart dilates with gra-
"

titude and love to him : it is prepared for

"
doing his will, not as a duty but as a pleafure,

" and regards every breach of it, not with dif-

"
approbation, but with horror." " You fay

"
right, my dear Sir," replied the philofopher ;

" but you are not yet re-eftablifhed enough to

"
talk much you muft take care of your health,

" and neither ftudy nor preach for fome time.
"

I have been thinking over a fcheme that ftruck
" me to-day, when you mentioned your in-
" tended departure. I never was in Switzer-
"

land} I have a great mind to accompany your
"

daughter and you into that country. I will

**

help to take care of you by the road
; for, as

"
I was your firft phyfician, I hold myfelf re-

"
fponfible for your cure." La Roche s eyes

gliftened at the propofal ; his daughter was called

in and told of it. She was equally pleafed with,

her father
j

for they really loved their landlord

not perhaps the lefs for his infidelity ; at leaft

that circumftance mixed a fort of pity with their

regard for him their fouls were not of a

mould for harfher feelings ; hatred never dwelt

in them.

z
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N 43. TUESDAY, June 22, 1779.

Continuation of the Story of LA ROCHE.

THEY
travelled by fhort ftages ; for the phi-

lofopher was as good as his word, in tak-

ing care that the old man fhould not be fatigued.

The party had time to be well acquainted with

one another, and their friendfhip was increafed

by acquaintance. La Roche found a degree of

fimplicity and gentlenefs in his companion, which

is not always annexed to the character of a learn-

ed or a wife man. His daughter, who was pre-

pared to be afraid of him, was equally unde-

ceived. She found in him nothing of that felf-

importance which fuperior parts, or great culti-

vation of them, is apt to confer. He talked of

every thing but philofophy or religion ; he feem-

cd to enjoy every pleafure and amufement of or-

dinary life, and to be interefted in the moft com-

mon topics of difcourfe ;
when his knowledge

or learning at any time appeared, it was de-

livered with the utmoft plainnefs, and without

the leaft fhadow of dogmatifm.
On his part, he was charmed with the fo-

ciety of the good clergyman and his lovely

daughter. He found in them the guilelefs man-

ner of the earlieft times, with the culture and

u 3 accomplifh-
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accomplifhment of the molt refined ones. Every
better feeling, warm and vivid

; every ungentle

one, reprefled or overcome. He was not ad-

dicted to love ; but he felt himfelf happy in be-

ing the friend of Mademoifdle La Roche, and

fometitnes envied her father the pofleflion of

fuch a child.

After a journey of eleven days, they arrived

at the dwelling of La Roche. It was fituated

in one of thofe valleys of the canton of Berne,

where nature feems to repofe, as it were, in

quiet, and has enclofed her retreat with moun-
tains inacceffible. A ftream, that fpent its

fury in the hills above, ran in front of the houfe,

and a broken water-fall was feen through the

wood that covered its fides
; below, it circled

round a tufted plain, and formed a little lake in

front of a village, at the end of which appeared
the fpire of La Roche $ church, rifmg above a

clump of beeches.

Mr. enjoyed the beauty of the fcene ;

but, to his companions, it recalled the memory
of a wife and parent they had loft. The old

man's forrow was filent
;

his daughter fobb'd

and wept. Her father took her hand, kifled it

twice, prefled it to his bofom, threw up his eyes

to heaven; and, having wiped off a tear that

was juft about to drop from each, began to point

out to his gueft fome of the inoft ftriking objects

which the profpecl afforded. The-philofopher
inter-
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interpreted all this
; and he could but (lightly

cenfure the creed from .which it arofe.

They had not been long arrived, when a num-
ber of La Roche & parifhioners, who had heard

of his return, came to the houfe to fee and wel-

come him. The honeft folks were awkward,
but fmcere, in their profefTions of regard. They
made fome attempts at condolence ; it was too

delicate for their handling; but La Roche took

it in good part.
"

It has pleafed God," faid

he ; and they faw he had fettled the matter with

himfelf. Philofophy could not have done fo

much with a thoufand words.

It was now evening, and the good peafants

were about to depart, when a clock was heard

to ftrike feven, and the hour was followed by a

particular chime. The country folks, who had

come to welcome their paftor, turned their looks

towards him at the found ; he explained their

meaning to his gueft.
<l That is the fignal,"

faid he,
"

for our evening exercife ;
this is one

" of the nights of the week in which fome of
"
my parifliioners are wont to join in it ;

a little

" ruftic faloon ferves for the chapel of our fa-

"
mily, and fuch of the good people as are with

" us ; if you chufe rather to walk out, I will

" furnifh you with an attendant ;
or here are a

*' few old books that may afford you fome en-
" tertainment within." "

By no means,'* an-

fwered the philofopher ;
" I will attend Ma'moi-

u 4
"

felle
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felle at her devotions." " She is our or-

ganift," faid La Roche ;
" our neighbourhood

"
is the country of mufical mechaniim ;

and I

<( have a fmall organ fitted up for the purpofe
" of affifting our fmging."

*' "Tis an additional
*'

inducement," replied the other
;

and they
walked into the room together. At the end

ftood the organ mentioned by La Roche ; before

it was a curtain, which his daughter drew afide,

and, placing herfelf on a feat within, and draw-

ing the curtain clofe, fo as to fave her the awk-

wardnefs of an exhibition, began a voluntary,

folemn and beautiful in the higheft degree. Mr.
> was no mufician, but he was not alto-

gether infenfible to mufic
; this faftened on his

mind more ftrongly, from its beauty being un-

expected. The folemn prelude introduced a

hymn, in which fuch of the audience as could

ling immediately joined; the words were moftly

taken from holy writ ; it fpoke the praifes of

God, and his care of good men. Something
was faid of the death of the juft, of fuch as die

in the Lord.-The organ was touched witfy

a hand lefs firm
;

it paufed, it ceafed ;
and

the fobbing of Ma'moifelle La Roche was heard

in its ftead. Her father gave a fign for flopping

the pfalmody, and rofe to pray. He was dif-

compofed at firft, and his voice faltered as he

fpoke ;
but his heart was in his words, and his

warmth overcame his embarrafTment. He ad-

drefled
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drafted a Being whom he loved, and he fpoke
for thofe he loved. His parimioners catched

the ardour of the good old man ; even the phi-

lofopher felt himfelf moved, and forgot, for a

moment, to think why he fhould not.

La Roche 's religion was that of fentiment, not

theory, and his gueft was averfe from difputa-

tion
;

their difcourfe, therefore, did not lead to

queftions concerning the belief of either
; yet

would the old man fometimes fpeak of his, from

the fulnefs of a heart imprefled with its force*

and wifhirig to fpread the pleafure he enjoyed
in it. The ideas of his God, and his Saviour,

were fo congenial to his mind, that every emo-
tion of it naturally awaked them. A philofo-

pher might have called him an enthufiaft
; but,

if he poflefled the fervour of enthufiafts, he was

guiltlefs of their bigotry.
" Our Father which

" art in heaven !" might the good man fay-
for he felt it and all mankind were his bre-

thren.
" You regret, my friend," faid he to Mr.

,

" when my daughter and I talk of the
"

exquifite pleafure derived from mufic, you
"

regret your want of mufical powers and mufi-
"

cal feelings ;
it is a department of foul, you

"
fay, which nature has almoft denied you,

"
which, from the effects you fee it have on

"
others, you are fure muft be highly delightful.

u Why fhould not the fame thing be faid of
"

religion?
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religion ? Trufl me, I feel it in the fame way,
an energy, an infpiration, which I would not

lofe for all the bleflings of fenie, or enjoy-
ments of the world

; yet, fo far from leiTen-

"
ing my relifh of the pleafures of life, methinks

"
I feel it heighten them all. The thought of

"
receiving it from God, adds the blefiing of

" fentiment to that of fenfation in every good
a

thing I poffefs ; and when calamities overtake
** me and I have had my fhare it confers a
"

dignity on my affliction, fo lifts me above
" the world.-Man, I know, is but a worm
**

yet, methinks, I am then allied to God !"

-It would have been inhuman in our philofo-

pher to have clouded, even with a doubt, the

funfhine of this belief.

His difcourfe, indeed, was very remote from

metaphyfical difquifition, or religious contro-

verfy. Of all men I ever knew, his ordinary
converfation was the leaft tinctured with pe-

dantry, or liable to difTertation. With La Roche

and his daughter, it was perfectly familiar. The

country round them, the manners of the village,

the comparifon of both with thofe of England,
remarks on the works of favourite authors, on

the fentiments they conveyed, and the paffions

they excited, with many other topics in which

there was an equality, or alternate advantage,

among the fpeakers, were the fubjects they talk-

ed on, Their hours too of riding and walking
were
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were many, in which Mr.-

, as a ftranger,

was {hewn the remarkable fcenes and curiofities

of the country. They would fometimes make
little expeditions to contemplate in different at-

titudes, thofe aftonifhing mountains, the cliffs

of which, covered with eternal fnows, and

fometimes fhooting into fantaftic fhapes, form

the termination of moft of the Swifs profpects.

Our philofopher alked many queftions as to their

natural hiftory and productions. La Roche ob-

ferved the fublimity of the ideas which the view

of their ftupendous fummits, inacceflible to

mortal foot, was calculated to infpire, which

naturally, faid he, leads the mind to that Being

by whom their foundations were laid.'* They
" are not feen in Flanders !" faid Ma'moifelle

with a figh.
" That's an odd remark," faid

Mr. , fmiling,
-She blulhed, and he

enquired no farther.

'Twas with regret he left a fociety in which

he found himfelf fo happy ; but he fettled with

La Roche and his daughter a plan of correfpond-?

ence ; and they took his promife that, if ever

he came within fifty leagues of their dwelling,

he fhould travel thofe fifty leagues to vifit them,.

Z
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I

N 44. SATURDAY, June 26, 1779.

Conclufion of the Story of LA ROCHE.

A BOUT three years after, our philofbpher
** was on a vifit at Geneva ; the promife he

made to La Roche and his daughter, on his

former vifit, was recalled to his mind, by the

view of that range of mountains, on a part of

which they had often looked together. There
was a reproach, too, conveyed along with the

recollection, for his having failed to write to

cither for feveral months paft. The truth was,
that indolence was the habit mod natural to him,
from which he was not eafily roufed by the

claims of correfpondence either of his friends or

of his enemies ; when the latter drew their pens
in controverfy, they were often unanfwered as

well as the former. While he was hefitating

about a vifit to La Roche
^
which he wifhed to

make, but found the effort rather too much for

him, he received a letter from the old man,

which had been forwarded to him from Paris>

where he had then his fixed refidence. It con-

tained a gentle complaint of Mr. J
s want of

punctuality, but an aflurance of continued grati-

tude for his former good offices ; and, as a friend

whom the writer confidered Interefted in his

family,
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family, it informed him of the approaching

nuptials of Ma'moifelle La Roche, with a young
man, a relation of her own, and formerly a

pupil of her father's, of the moft amiable difpo-

iition, and refpeclable character. Attached from

their earlieft years, they had been feparated by
his joining one of the fubfidiary regiments of

the Canton, then in the fervice of a foreign

power. In this fituation, he had diftinguifhed

himfelf as much for courage and military fkill,

as for the other endowments which he had cul-

tivated at home. The term of his fervice was

now expired, and they expected him to return

in a few weeks, when the old man hoped, as he

exprefled it in his letter, to join their hands,

and fee them happy before he died.

Our philofopher felt himfelf interefted in this

event ; but he was. not, perhaps, altogether fo

happy in the tidings of Ma'moifelle La Roche's

marriage, as her father fuppofed him.-* Not

that he was ever a lover of the lady's ; but he

thought her one of the moft amiable women he

had feen, and there was fomething in the idea

of her being another's for ever, that ftruck him,

he knew not why, like a difappointment.

After fome little fpeculation on the matter, how-

ever, he could look on it as a thing fitting, if

not quite agreeable, and determined on this vifit

to fee his old friend and his daughter happy.

On the lafl day of his journey, different acci-

dents
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dents had retarded his progrefs ; he was be-

nighted before he reached the quarter in which

La Roche refided. His guide, however, was

well acquainted with the road, and he found

himfelf at laft in view of the lake, which I have

before defcribed, in the neighbourhood of La
Roche's dwelling. A light gleamed on the water,

that feemed to proceed from the houfe
; it moved

flowly along as he proceeded up the fide of the

lake, and at laft he faw it glimmer through the

trees, and ftop at fome diftance from the place

where he then was. He fuppofed it fome piece

of bridal merriment, and pumed on his horfe

that he might be a fpe&ator of the fcene
;
but

he was a good deal fhocked, on approaching the

ipot, to find it proceed from the torch of a per-

fon clothed in the drefs of an attendant on a fu-

neral, and accompanied by feveral others, who,
like him, feemed to have been employed in the

rites of fepulture.

On Mr. 's making inquiry who was

the perfon they had been burying ? one of them,

with an accent more mournful than is common
to their profeffion, anfwered,

" Then you knew
" not Mademoifelle, Sir ! you never beheld a
ct lovelier"

" La Roche!" exclaimed he in

reply
" Alas ! it was (he indeed !" The ap-

pearance of furprife and grief which his counte-

nance aflumed, attracted the notice of the pea-
fant with whom he talked. He came up clofer

i to
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to Mr.
;

"
I perceive, Sir, you were

"
acquainted with Mademoifelle La Roche"

"
Acquainted with her! Good God ! when

" how where did fhe die ? Where is her
" father? " She died, Sir, of heart-break,
*'

I believe ; the young gentleman to whom fhe
" was foon to have been married, was killed in
" a duel by a French officer, his intimate com-
"

panion, and to whom, before their quarrel, he
*' had often done the greateft favours. Her
<c

worthy father bears her death, as he has often
"

told us a Chriftian fhould ; he is even fo com-
"

pofed as to be now in his pulpit, ready to de-
"

liver a few exhortations to his parifhioners, as
"

is the cuftom with us on fuch occafions :-

** Follow me, Sir, and you fhall hear him."

He followed the man without anfwering.
The church was dimly lighted, except near

the pulpit, where the venerable La Roche was

feated. His people were now lifting up their

voices in a pfalm to thaj Being whom their

paftor had taught them ever to blefs and to

revere. La Roche fat, his figure bending gently

forward, his eyes half-clofed, lifted up in filenC

devotion. A lamp placed near him threw its

light ftrong on his head, and marked the fha-

dowy lines of age acrofs the palenefs of his brow,

thinly covered with grey hairs.

The mufic ceafed ; La Roche fat for a mo-

ment, and nature wrung a few tears from him.

His



304 THE MIRROR. N 44.

His people were loud in their grief. Mr.
was not lefs affe&ed than they. La

Roche arofe.
" Father of mercies !" faid he,

"
forgive thefe tears ; affifl thy fervant to lift

"
up his foul to thee ;

to lift to thee the fouls of
*c

thy people ! My friends ! it is good fo to do :

"
at all feafons it is good ; but, in the days of

*' our diftrefs, what a privilege it is ! Well
" faith the facred book,

" Truft in the Lord ;

**
at all times truft in the Lord." When every

" other fupport fails us, when the fountains of
"

Worldly comfort are dried up, let us then
" feek thofe living waters which flow from the
" throne of God. 'Tis only from the belief of
** the goodnefs and wifdom of a Supreme Be-
**

ing, that our calamities can be borne in that

*c manner which becomes a man. Human wit-
** dom is here of little ufe ; for, in proportion
" as it beftows comfort, it reprefles feeling,
" without which we may ceafe to be hurt by
**

calamity, but we fhall alfo ceafe to enjoy
"

happinefs. I will not bid you be infenfible,

" my friends ! I cannot, I cannot, if I would
"

(his tears flowed afrefh) I feel too much
"

myfelf, and I am not afhamed of my feelings ;

" but therefore may I the more willingly be

u
heard; therefore have I prayed God to give me

"
ftrength to fpeak to you ;

to dired you to him,
" not with empty words, but with thefe tears ;

" not from fpeculation, but from experience,
" that
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" that while you fee me fuffer, you may know
"

alfo my confolation.
" You behold the mourner of his only child,

"
the laft earthly ftay and bleffing of his de-

"
dining years ! Such a child too ! It be-

" comes not me to fpeak of her virtues
; yet it

"
is but gratitude to mention them, becaufe

"
they were exerted towards myfelf. Not

"
many days ago you faw her young, beautiful,

"
virtuous, and happy ; ye who are parents

"
will judge of my felicity then, ye will judge

" of my affliction now. But I look towards
" him who flruck me ;

I fee the hand of a fa-

" ther amidft the chaftenings of my God.
" Oh ! could I make you feel what it is to
"

pour out the heart, when it is prefied down
" with many forrows, to pour it out with con-
" fidence to him, in whofe hands are life and
"

death, on whofe power awaits all that the nrft

"
enjoys, and in contemplation of whom difap-

"
pears all that the laft can inflict ! For we

" are not as thofe who die without hope ;
we

" know that our Redeemer liveth, that we
"

{hall live with him, with our friends his fer-

"
vants, in that blefled land where forrow is un-

"
known, and happinefs is endlefs as it is perfect.

" Go then, mourn not for me; I have not
*

loft my child : but a little while, and we mail
44 meet again, never to be feparated. But ye
*' are alfo my children : would ye that I mould

VOL. i. x " not
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" not grieve without comfort ? So live as fhe
"

lived ; that, when your death cometh, it may
" be the death of the righteous, and your latter

end like his."

Such was the exhortation of La Roche ; his

audience anfwered it with their tears. The good
old man had dried up his at the altar of the Lord ;

his countenance had loft its fadnefs, and affumed

the glow of faith and of hope. Mr.

followed him into his houfe. The infpiration

of the pulpit was paft ; at fight of him the fcenes

they had laft met in rufhed again on his mind ;

La Roche threw his arms round his neck, and

watered it with his tears. The other was

equally affected
; they went together, in iilence,

into the parlour where the evening fervice was

wont to be performed. The curtains of the

organ were open ;
La Roche ftarted back at the

fight.
" Oh ! my friend !" faid he, and his

tears burft forth again. Mr. had now
recollected himfelf ;

he ftept forward, and drew

the curtains clofe the old man wiped off his

tears, and taking his friend's hand,
" You fee my

"
weaknefs," faid he

;
"tisthe weaknefs ofhuma-

"
nity ;

but my comfort is not therefore loft."

" I heard you," faid the other,
"

in the pulpit ;

" I rejoice that fuch confolation is yours.
"

It is, my friend," faid he,
" and I truft I (hall

" ever hold it faft
;

if there are any who doubt
** our faith, let them think of what importance

religion
c
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religion is to calamity, and forbear to weaken
"

its force ;
if they cannot reftore our happi-

"
nefs, let them not take away the folace of

" our affiiaion."

Mr. 's heart was fmitten
; and I have

heard him, long after, confefs that there were

moments when the remembrance overcame him
even to weaknefs ; when, amidft all the plea-
fures of philofophical difcovery, and the pride of

literary fame, he recalled to his mind the vene-

rable figure of the good La Roche^ and wifhed
*
that he had never doubted.

N 45. TUESDAY, June 29, 1779.

T S he a man offajhlon f is the ufual queftion

on the appearance of a ftranger, or the

mention of a perfon with whom we are un-

acquainted. But, though this phrafe be in

the mouth of every body, I have often found

people puzzled when they attempted to give

an idea of what they meant by it ; and, in-

deed, fo many and fo various are the qualities

that enter into the compofition of a modern man
X 2 of
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offafblon, that it is difficult to give an accurate

definition or a juft defcription of him. Per-

haps he may, in the general, be defined, a being

who pofleffes fome quality or talent which in-

titles him to be received into every company ;

to make one in all parties, and to aflbciate

with perfons of the higheft rank and the firft

diftindtion.

If this definition be juft, it may be amufing
to confider the different ideas that have pre-

vailed, at different times, with regard to the

qualities requifite to constitute a man offq/Jjion.
Not to go farther back, we are told by Lord

Clarendon^ that m the beginning of the Jaft

century, the men of rank were diilinguifhed

by a. (lately deportment, a dignified manner, and

a certain ftiffnefs of ceremonial, admirably cal-

culated to keep their inferiors at a proper diftance.

In thofe days, when pride of family prevailed

fo univerfally, it is to be prefumed, that no cir-

cumftance could atone for the want of birth.

Neither riches nor genius, knowledge nor ability,

could then have entitled their pofleflbr to hold

the rank of a man offajlion, unlefs he fortu-

nately Had fprung from an ancient and honour-

able family. The immenfe fortunes which we

are now accuftomed to fee acquired, almoft in-

ftantaneoufly, were then unknown. Ii> imagi-

nation, however, we may fancy what an awk-

ward appearance a modern nabob
t
or contraElory

would
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would have made in a circle of thefe proud and

high-minded nobles. With all his wealth, he

would have been treated as a being of a different

fpecies ;
and any attempt to imitate the manners

of \hegreat) or to rival them in expence and

fplendour, would only have ferved to expofe
him the more to ridicule and contempt.
As riches, however, increafed in the nation,

men became more and more fenfible of the folid

advantages they brought along with them
;
and

the pride of birth gradually relaxing, monied

men rofe proportionally into eftimation. The

haughty lord, or proud country-gentleman, no

longer fcrupled to give his daughter in marriage

to an opulent citizen, or to repair his ruined

fortune by uniting the heir of his title or family

with a rich heirefs, though of plebeian extraction.

Thefe connections daily becoming more com-

mon, removed, in fome meaiure, the diftinction

of rank ;
and every man, poflefled of a certain

fortune, came to think himfelf entitled to be

treated as a gentleman, and received as a man of

fafkion. Above all, the happy expedient of

purchafing Seats in Parliament^ tended to add

weight and confideration to what came to be

called the Monied Intereft. When a perfon,

who had fuddenly acquired an enormous for-

tune, could find eight or ten proper, well-dreQed,

gentlemen-like figures ready to vote for him, as

his proxies, in the Houfe of Commons, it is not

x 3 furprifmg,
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furprifing, that, in his turn, he fhould come to

look down on the heirs of old eftablifhed fa-

milies, who tould neither cope with him in in-

fluence at court, nor vie with him in fhow and

oftentation.

About the beginning of this century, there

feems to have been an intermediate, though
ihort interval, when genius, knowledge, talents,

and elegant accomplifhments, intitled their pof-

feflbr to hold the rank of a man offaftion, and

were even deemed effen dally requifite to form

that character. The fociety of Swift, Pope, Gay,
and Prior, was courted by all

; and, without the

advantages of high birth, or great fortune, an

Addifon and a Craggs attained the firft offices in

the ftate.

In the prefent happy and enlightened age,

neither birth nor fortune, fuperior talents, nor

fuperior abilities, are requifite to form a man

offafhion. On the contrary, all thefe advan-

tages united are infufficient to entitle their

owners to hold that rank, while we daily fee

numbers received as men of fajhion, though

fprung from the meaneft of the people, and

though deftitute of every grace, of every polite

accomplifhment, and of all pretenfions to genius
or ability.

j

This, I confefs, I have often confidered as

one of the greateft and moft important im-

provements in modern manners. Formerly it

behoved
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behoved every perfon born in obicurity, who
wifhed to rife into eminence, either to acquire

wealth by induftry or frugality, or, following a

flill more laborious and difficult purfuit, to dif-

tinguim himfelf by the exertion of fuperior ta-

lents in the field or in the fenate. But now

nothing of all this is neceflary. A certain de-

gree of knowledge the man offaflxon muft in-

deed poflefs. He muft be mafter of the prin-

ciples contained in the celebrated treatife of Mr.

Hoyle ; he muft know the chances of Hazard;
he muft be able to decide on any difpute with

regard to the form of a bat, or the famion of a

buckle ; and he muft be able to tell my Lady
Duchefs, whether Marechalle powder fuits beft

a brown or a fair complexion.
From the equipage, the drefs, the external

fhow of a modern man offa/1;ion ,
a fuperficial

obferver might be apt to think that fortune^

at leaft, is a neceflary article
;

but a proper

knowledge of the world teaches us the con-

trary. A man offafiion muft, indeed, live as

if he were a man offortune. He muft rival the

wealthieft in expence of every kind ; he muft

pufh to excefs every fpecies of extravagant dif-

fipation ;
and he muft game for more money

than he can pay. But all thefe things a man

offajhion can do, without poflefTing any vifible

revenue whatever. This, though perhaps the

moft important, is not the only advantage which
x 4 the
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the man offaftion enjoys over the reft of man-

kind. Not to mention that he may feduce the

daughter, and corrupt the wife, of his friend,

he may alfo, with perfect honour, rob the fon

of that friend of his whole fortune in an evening ;

and it is altogether immaterial that the one party
was intoxicated, and the other fober ; that the one

was (killed in the game, and the other ignorant

of it
; for, if a young man will play in fuch cir-

cumftances, who but himfelf can be blamed for

the confequences ?

The fuperiority enjoyed by a man offaJJiion,

in his ordinary dealings and intercourfe with

mankind, is ftill more marked. He may, with-

out any impeachment on his character, and with

the nice/I regard to his honour, do things which,

in a common man, would be deemed infamous.

Thus the man of fafJj'ion may live in luxury and

fplendour, while his creditors are ftarving in the

ftreets, or rotting in a jail ; and, fhould they at-

tempt to enforce the laws of their country againft

him, he would be entitled to complain of it as a

grofs violation of the refpect that is due to his

perfon and character.

The laft time my friend Mr. Umphraville was

in town, I was not a little amufed with his

remarks on the men offaftion about this city,

and on the change that had taken place in our

manners fince the time he had retired from

the world. When we met a young man gaily

drefled,



N45- THE MIRROR. 313

drefled, lolling in his chariot, he feldom failed

to alk,
" What young lord is that ?" One day

we were invited to dine with an old acquaintance,

who had married a lady paflionately fond of the

/0#, and of every thing that had the appearance
of fafhion. We went at the common hour

of dining, and, after waiting fome time, our

hoft (who had informed us that he would in-

vite nobody elfe, that we might talk over old

ftories without interruption) propofed to order

dinner
;
on which his lady, after chiding his

impatience, and obferving that nobody kept fuch

unfashionable hours, faid, (he expected Mr.

,
and another friend, whom me had met

at the play the evening before, and had engaged
to dine with her that day. After waiting a full

hour longer, the noife of a carriage, and a loud

rap at the door, announced the arrival of the

expected guefts. They entered drefTed in the

very pink of the mode; and neither my friend's

drefs nor mine being calculated to infpire them

with refpet, they brufhed pa ft us, and addrefled

the lady of the houfe, and two young ladies who
were with her, in a ftrain of coarfe

familiarity,

fo different from the diftant and refpedful man-
ner to which Mr. Umphraville had been accuf-

tomed,that I could plainly difcoverhe was greatly
fhocked with it. When we were called to din-

ner, the two young gentlemen feated themfelves

on each hand of the lady of the houfe, and there

ingrofled
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ingrofled the whole converfation, if a recital of

the particulars of their adventures at the tavern

the evening before deferves that name. For a

long time, every attempt made by our landlord

to enter into difcourfe with Mr. Umpbraville and

me proved abortive. At laft, taking advantage
of an accidental paufe, he congratulated my
friend on the conqueft of Pondicberry. The

latter, drawing his brows together, and making
his head with an exprefTion of diflent, obferved,

that, although he was always pleaied with the

exertions of our countrymen, and the bravery

of our troops, he could not receive any fatif-

faclion from an Indian conqueft. He then began
an harangue on the corruption of manners-
the evils of luxury the fatal confequences of a

fudden influx of wealth and would, I am per-

fuaded, ere he had done, have traced the lofs of

liberty in Greece and the fall of Rome to Afiatlc

connections, had he not been, all at once, cut

fliort with the exclamation of " Damn it, Jack^
" how does the old boy do to-day ? I hope
" he begins to get better. Nay, pr'ythee,
<c don't look grave ; you know I am too much
"

your friend to wifh him to hold out long ;

a but if he tip before Tuefday at twelve
o'clockj

"
I mail lofe a hundred to Dick Hazard.

" After that time, as ibon as you pleafe.
" Don't you think, Madam," (addreffing him-

felf to one of the young ladies,)
"

that when
" an
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** an old fellow has been fcraping money to-
"

gether with both hands for forty years, the
"

civileft thing he can do is to die, and leave
"

it to a fon who has fpirit to fpend it ?" With-

out uttering a word, the lady gave one look,

that, had he been able to tranflate it into lan-

guage, muft, for a time, at leaft, have checked

his vivacity. But the rebuke being too delicate

to make any impreflion on our hero, he ran on

in the lame ftrain
;
and being properly fupported

by his companion, effectually excluded the dif-

courfe of every body elfe. Umphravillc did not

once again attempt to open his mouth
; and, for

my own part, as I had heard enough of the con-

veriation, his countenance ferved as a fufficient

fund of entertainment for n\e. A painter, who
wifhed to exprefs indignation, contempt, and

pity, blended together, could not have found a

finerJludy. t

At length we withdrew
;
and we had no fooner

got fairly out of the houfe, than Umphraville be-

gan to interrogate me with regard to the gentle-

men who had dined with us.
"
They are men

"
tffyfi* **' &id !

" But who are they ? of
" what families are they defcended ?"

" As to

"
that,'* replied I,

"
you know I am not fkilled

in the fcience of genealogy ; but, though I

were, it would not enable me to anfwer your
"

prefent enquiries ; for I believe, were you to/

"
put the queftion to the gentlemen themfelves,

"
it

It
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"
it would puzzle either of them to tell you" who his grandfather was." " What then,"

faid he, in an elevated tone of voice,
"

entities

*' them to be received into company as men of
"
fajkion ? Is it extent of ability, fuperiority of

"
genius, refinement of tafte, elegant accom-

"
plifliments, or polite converfation ? I admit,

" that where thefe are to be found in an emi-
" nent degree, they may make up for the want
" of birth ;

but where a perfon can neither talk

"
like a man of fenfe, nor behave like a gentle-

man, I muft own I cannot eafily pardon our

men of rank for allowing every barrier to be

removed, and every frivolous, infignificant
"

fellow, who can adopt the reigning vices of
" the age, to be received on an equal footing
" with themfelves. But after all," continued

he, in a calm tone,
"

if fuch be the manners of
" our men of rank, it may be doubted whether
44

they, or their imitators, are the greatefl ob-
"

jedts of contempt."

R

iC

"
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N46. SATURDAY, July 3, 1779.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

I

SIR,

HAPPENED lately to dine in a large company
where I was, in a great meafure, unknowing

and unknown. To enter into farther particulars,

would be to tell you more than is neceflary to

my ftory.

The converfation, after dinner, turned on that

common-place queftion ;

" Whether a parent
"

ought to chufe a profeflion for his child, or
" leave him to chufe for himfelf ?"

Many remarks and examples were produced
on both fides of the queftion; and the argument

hung in equilibria, as is often the cafe, when all

the fpeakers are moderately well informed, and

none of them are very eager to convince,, or

unwilling to be convinced.

At length an elderly gentleman began to give
his opinion. He was a ftranger to moft of the

company ;
had been filent, but not fullen

; of

a fteady, but not voracious appetite ; and one

rather civil than polite.
" In my younger days,'* faid he,

"
nothing

" would ferve me but I muft needs make a cam-
"

paign
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"
paign againft the Turks in Hungary" At

mention of the Turks in Hungary, I perceived
a general impatience to feize the company.
" I rejoice exceedingly, Sir," faid a young

phyfician,
"

that fortune has placed me near one
" of your character, Sir, from whom I may be
" informed with precifion, whether lavemcns of
" oL amygd. did indeed prove a fpecific in the
"

Hungarian Dyfenteria, which defolated the
" German army ?"

"
Ipecacuanha in fmall dofes," added another

gentleman of the faculty,
"

is an excellent re-
"

cipe, and was generally prefcribed at our
"

hofpitals in Weftpbalia^ with great, although
<c not infallible fuccefs : but that method was
" not known in the laft wars between the 0/-
**

tomans^ vulgarly termed Turks, and the Impe~
<c

rlallftsy whom, through an error exceedingly
"
common, my good friend has denominated

ic Germans"
" You muft pardon me, Doctor," faid a

third,
"

ipecacuanha, in fmall dofes, was admi-
** niftered at the fiege of Limerick, foon after

" the Revolution ; and if you will be pleafed to

" add Jeventy-nine, the years of this century,
" to ten or eleven, which carries us back to the
"

fiege of Limerick in the laft, you will find,
"

if I miftake not, that this recipe has been
" ufed for fourfcore and nine, or for ninety
*'

years."
i

" Twice
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" Twice the years of the longefl prefeription^
4C

Doctor," cried a pert barrifter from the other

end of the table,
" even after majcing a reafon-

"
able allowance for minorities.

"

" You mean if that were neceflary," faid a

thoughtful aged perfon who fat next him.
" As I was faying," continued the third phy-

fician,
"
ipecacuanha was adminiftered in frnall

" dofes at the fiege of Limerick : for it is a
c certain fact, that a furgeon . in King Wil-
" liams army communicated the receipt of that
"

preparation to a friend of his, and that friend
" communicated it to the father, or rather, as
"

I incline to believe, to the grandfather, of a
u friend of mine. I am peculiarly attentive to
" the exactitude of my facts ; for, indeed, it is

"
by facts alone that we can proceed to reafon

" with aflurance. It was the great Bacons

method."

A grave perfonage in black then fpoke :

" There is another circumftance refpecting the
"

laft wars in Hungary, which, I muft confefs,
" does exceedingly intereft my curiofity ; and
" that is, Whether General Doxat was

juftljr
" condemned for yielding up a fortified city to

" the Infidels ;
or whether, being an innocent

"
man, and a Proteflant^ he was perfecuted unto

'* death by the intrigues of the Jefuits at the

"
court of Vienna ?"

" I know
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" I know nothing of General Doxy" faid

the ftranger, who had hitherto liftened atten-

tively ;

"
but, if he was perfecuted by the Je-

"
fuits, I fhould fuppofe him to have been a

"
very honed gentleman ; for I never heard

"
any .thing but ill of the people of that re-

u
ligion."
u You forget," faid the firft phyfician,

" the
"

Quinquina ^\.\\2,\.
celebrated febrifuge, which was

"
brought into Europe by a father of that, order,

*
or, as you are pleafed to exprefs it in a French

"
idiom, of that religion."
" 'That of the introduction of the Quinquina

" into Europe by the Jefuits is a vulgar error,"

faid the fecond phyfician :

"
the truth is, that

"
fecret was communicated by the natives of

** South America to a humane Spanifo Governor
" whom they loved. He told his chaplain of
*'

it ;
the chaplain, a German Jefuit, gave fome

" of the bark to Dr. Helvetiuf, of Amfterdam^
<c Father of that Helvetins, vs*ho, having com-
"

pofed a book concerning matter^ gave it the

"
title offpirit"
" What 1" cried the third phyfician,

" was
" that Dr. Helvetius who cured the Queen of
" France of an intermittent, the father of Hel
" vetius the renowned philofopher? The fact is

"
exceedingly curious ; and I wonder whether

'*
it has come to the knowledge ofmy correfpon-

<l dent Dr. B ."

" As
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" As the gentleman fpeaks of his campaigns/'

faid an officer ofthe army,
" he xvill probably be

c
in a condition to inform us, whether Marlhal

{ Saxe is to be credited when he tells us, in his
'

Reveries, that the Tftrkifh horfe, after having
1 drawn out their fire, mowed down the Im-
"

perial infantry ?"
"

Perhaps we {hall have fome account of
c
Petroniits found at Belgrade" faid another

of the company ;

" but I fufpend my enqui-
c

ries until the gentleman has finifhed his

"
ftory.
"

I have liftened with great pleafure," faid the

ftranger,
"

and, though I cannot fay that I
"

underftand all the ingenious things fpoken, I

" can fee the truth of what I have often been
"

told, that the Scots , with all their faults, are a
** learned riation.

" In my younger days, it is true, that no-
"

thing would ferve me but I muft needs make
" a campaign againft the Turks, or the Hotmen
" in Hungary; but my father could not afford

"
to breed me like a gentleman, which was my

" own wifh, and fo he bound me for feven years
" to a fhip-chandler in Wapping. Juft as my
" time was out, my matter died, and I married
" the widow. What by marriages, and what
"

by purchafing damaged (lores, I got together
" a pretty capital. I then dealt in failors* tickets,
u and I peculated^ as they call it, in divers things.

VOL. I. Y "
i am
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"
I am now well known about 'Change, aye,

<4 and fomewhere elfe too," faid he, with a fig-

nificant nod.
"
Now, Gentlemen, you will judge whether

44

my father did not chufe better for me, than I

44 fhould have done for myfelf. Had I gone to
1

the wars, I might have loft fome ofmy precious
44

limbs, or have had my tongue cut out by the
41

'Turks. But fuppofe that I had returned fafe

44 to Old England, I might indeed have been
44 able to brag, that I was acquainted with the
"

laughing man ofHungary, and with Peter, o

44
I can't hit on his name ; and I might have

tl learned the way of curing Great Bacon, and
44 known whether a Turkifh horfe mowed
44 down Imperial Infants ; but my pockets would
44 have been empty all the while, and I fhould
41 have been put to hard fhifts for a dinner.

" And fo you will fee that my father did well in

44

binding me apprentice to a fhip-chandler.
4 ' Here is to his memory in a bumper of port ;

44 and fuccefs to omnium, and the Irljh
<

Tong-

teing /"

I am, Sir, &c.

EUTRAPELUS.

THOUGH I early fignified my refolution of

declining to take any public notice of communi-

cations of letters fent me ; yet there is a fet of

Correfpond-

(U
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Correfpondents whofe favours, lately received,

I think myfelf bound to acknowledge ;
and this

I do the more willingly, as it mows the fame of

my predecefTors to have extended farther than

even I had been apt to imagine.
The Spectator s Club is well known to the

literary and the fafhionable of both fexes
;
but I

confefs I was not lefs furprifed than pleafed to

find it familiar (much to the credit of the gen-
tlemen who frequent fuch places) to the very
tavern keepers of this city ; the greateft part of

whom, not doubting that I was to follow fo il-

Juftrious an example, in the iriftitution of a Con-

vivial Society, have feverally applied to me,

through the channel of my Editor, to beg that

they may be honoured with the reception of the

Mirror Club.

Like all other candidates for employment,
none of them has been at a lofs for reafons why
his propofals fhould have the preference. One
defcribes his houfe as in the moft. public, another

recommends his as in the moft private part of

the town. One fays, his tavern is reforted to

by the politeil company; another, that he only
receives gentlemen of the moft regular and re-

fpectable characters. One offers me the largeft

room of its kind; another, the moft quiet and

commodious.
'
I am particularly pleafed with the

attention of one of thefe gentlemen, who tells

me he has provided an excellent elbow-chair

Y 2 for
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for Mr. Umpbraville; and that he mall take care

to have no children in his houfe to difturb Mr.

Fleetwood.

I am forry to keep thefe good people in fuf-

pence ;
but I muft inform them, for many ob-

vious reafons, that though my friends and I vifit

them oftener perhaps than they are aware of, it

may be a confiderable time before we find it con-

venient to conftitute a regular Club, or to make

known, even to the mafter of the houfe which

has the honour of receiving us, where we have

fixed the place of our convention.

Mean time, as all of them reft their chief

pretenfions on the character of the clubs who

already favour them with their countenance,

and as the names of moft of thefe clubs excite

my curiofity to be acquainted with their hiftory

and conftitution, I muft hereby requeft the

landlords who entertain the refpe&ive focieties of

the Capillaire, the Whin-bufh, the Knights of the

Cap and Feather, the Tabernacle, the Stoic, the

Poker, the Hum-drum, and the Antemanum, to

tranfmit me a fhort account of the origin and na-

ture of thele focieties ;
I fay the landlords, be-

caufe I do not think myfelf entitled to defire fuch

an account from the clubs themfelves
;
and be-

caufe it is probable that the moft material tranf-

aclions carried on at their meetings are perfectly

well known, and, indeed, may be faid to come

through the hands of the hofts and their deputies.

L
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N 47. TUESDAY, July 6, 1779.

minuat curas, quid te tibi reddat amicum. HOR.

H A T falfe refinement and miftaken delicacy

I have formerly defcribed in my friend Mr.

Fleefivood, a conftant indulgence in which has

rendered all his feelings fo acute, as to make

him be difgufted with the ordinary focieties of

men, not only attends him when in company, or

engaged in converfation, but fometimes difturbs

thofe pleafures, from which a mind like his ought
to receive the higheft enjoyment. Though en-

dowed with the moft excellent tafte, and though
his mind be fitted for reliming all the beauties of

good compofition ; yet, fuch is the effect of that

cxcefs of fenfibility he has indulged, that he

hardly ever receives pleafure from any of thefe,

which is not mixed with fome degree of pain.

In reading, though he can feel all the excellen-

cies of the author, and enter into his fenti.nents

with warmth, yet he generally meets with fome-

thing to offend him. If a poem, he complains

that, with all its merit, it is, in fome places,

turgid, in others languid ; if a profe compofition,

that the ftyle is laboured or carelefs, ftiff or fa-

miliar, and that the matter is either trite or ob-

Y 3 fcure.
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fcure. In his remarks, there is always fome

foundation of truth ;
but that exquifite fenfibility

which leads to the too nice perception of ble-

mifhes,' is apt to carry him away from the con-

templation v
of the beauties of the author, and

gives him a degree of uneafmeis which is not

always compenfated by the pleafure he receives*

Very different from this turn of mind is that

of Robert Morlcy, Efq. He is a man of very
confiderable abilities. His father (poflefled of a

confiderable fortu-ne) fent him, when a boy, to

an E?igliffj academy. He contracted, from the

example of his teachers, an attachment to an-

cient learning ;
and he was led to think that

he felt and relifhed the daffies, and underftood

the merits of their compofition. From thefe

circumftances, he began to fancy himfelf a man
of fine tafte, qualified to decide with authority

upon every fubjedt of polite literature. But, in

reality, Mr. Morley poffeffes as little tafte as any
one I ever knew of his talents and learning.

Endowed, by Nature, with great ftrength of

mind, and ignorant of the feeblenefs and weak-

nefs of human character, he is a ftranger to all

thofe finer delicacies of feeling and perception
which ccnftitute the man of genuine tafte.

But, this notwithstanding, from the perfuafion

that he -is a perfon of jine tajle^ he reads and

talks, with fancied rapture, of a poem, or a

poetical defcription. All his remarks, however,

difcover
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difcover that he knows nothing of what he talks

about
;
and ahnoft every opinion which he gives

differs from the moft approved upon the fubject.

Catched by that fpirit which Homer's heroes are

poflefTed of, he agrees with the greateft part of

the world in thinking that author the firft of all

Poets
; but Virgil he confiders as a poet of very

little merit. To him he prefers Luca?i ; but

thinks there are fome paffages in Statins fuperior

to either. He fays Ovid gives a better picture

of love than 'Tibullus ; and he prefers ^u'uitus

Curtins^ as an hiftorian, to Livy. The modern

writers, particularly the French, he generally

fpeaks of with contempt. Amongft the EngHjh^
he likes the ftyle of the Rambler better than that

of Mr. Addifon\ Spectator ; and he prefers Gor-

don and Macpherfon to Hume and Robertfon. I

have fometimes heard him repeat an hundred

lines at a ftretch, from one of the moft boinbaft
i

of our jLngliJb poets, and have feen him in ap-

parent rapture at the high-founding words, and

iwell of the lines, though I am pretty certain

that he could not have a diftinct picture or idea

of any one thing the poet meant. Though
he has no ear, I have heard him talk with en-

thufiafm in praife of mufic, and lecture, with an

air of fuperiority, upon the different, qualities of

the greateft mafters in the art.

Thus, while Mr. Ficetwood is often a prey to

difappointment, and rendered uneafy by exceffive

y 4 refinement
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refinement and fenfibility, Mr. Morley^ without

any tafte at all, receives gratification unmixed

and unalloyed.

The character of Morley is not more different

from F/eetwood's, than that of 'Tom Dacres is

from both. Tom is a young man of fix-and-

twenty, and being owner of an eftate of about

five hundred pounds a-year, he refides conftantly

in the country. He is not a man of parts ;
nor

is he pofierTed of the leaft degree of tafte
;
but

'Tom lives eafy, contented, and happy. He is

one of the greateft talkers I ever knew ; he ram-

bles, with great volubility, from fubject to fub-

jet ;
but he never fays any thing that is worth

being heard. He is every where the fame
; and

he runs on with the like undiftinguiihing eafe,

whether in company with men in high or in low

rank, with the knowing or the ignorant. The

morning, if the weather be good, he employs in

traverfmg the fields, drefled in a fhort coat, and

an old ilouched hat with a tarnifhed gold bind-

ing. He is expert at all exercifes ; and he pafles

much of his time in (hooting, playing at cricket,

or at ninepins. If the weather be rainy, he

moves from the farm-yard to the ftable, or from

the ftable to the farm-yard. He walks from

one end of the parlour to the other, humming
a tune, or whiftling to himfelf ; fometimes he

plays on the fiddle, or takes a hit at back-gam-
mon. Tom\ filters, who are very accompliihed

girls,
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girls, now and then put into his hands any new
book with which they are pleafed ; but he always
returns it, fays he does not fee the ufe of read-

ing, that the book may be good, is well pleafed

that they like it, but that it is not a thing of bis

fort. Even in the prefence of ladies, he often

indulges in jokes coarfe and indecent, which

could not be heard without a blufh from any
other perfon ;

but from Tom, for his way is

known, they are heard without offence. Tom
is pleafed with himfelf, and with every thing

around him, and wimes for nothing that he is

not poflefled of. He fays he is much happier
than your wifer and graver gentlemen. Tom
will never be refpected or admired

;
but he is

difliked by none, and made welcome wherever

he goes.

In reflecting upon thefe characters, I have

fometimes been almoft tempted to think, that

tafle is an acquifition to be avoided. I have been

apt to make this conclufion, when I confidered

the many undefcribable uneafmefles to which Mr.

Fketwood is expofed, and the many unalloyed

enjoyments of Morley and Dacres ; the one

without tafte, but believing himfelf poflefled of

it ;
the other without tafte, and without think-*

ing that he has any. But I have always been

withdrawn from every fuch reflection, by the

contemplation of the character of my much-

valued friend Mr. Sidney.

Mr.
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Mr. Sidney is a man of the beft underftand-

ing, and of the moft correct and elegant tafte ;

but he is not more remarkable for thole qualities,

than for that uncommon goodnefs and benevo-

lence which prefides in all he fays and does. To
this it is owing that his refined tafte has never

been attended, with any other confequence than

to acid to his own happinefs, and to that of every

perfon with whom he has any connection. Mr.

Sidney never unbcfoms the fecrets of his heart,

except to a very few particular friends
;
but he

is polite and complaifant to all. It is not, how-

ever, that politenefs which arifes from a defire

to comply with the rules of the world ;
it is po-

litenefs dictated by the heart, and which, there-

fore, fits always eafy upon him. At peace with

his own mind, he is pleafed with every one about

him
;
and he receives the moft fenfible gratifi-

cation from the thought, that the little atten-

tions which he beftows upon others, contribute

to their happinefs. No perfon ever knew better

how to eftimate the different pleafures of life
;

but none ever entered with more eafe into the

enjoyment of others, though not fuited to his

ewn tafte. This flows from the natural bene-

volence of his heart
; and I know he has re-

ceived more delight from taking a fhare in the

pleafures of others, than in cultivating his own.

In reading, no man has a nicer difcernment of

the faults of an author ; but he always contrives

to
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to overlook them ;
and fays, that he hardly ever

read any book from which he did not receive

fome pleafure or mnruction.

Mr. Sidney has, in the courfe cf his life, met

with difappointments and misfortunes, though
few of them are known, except to his moft par-
ticular friends. While the impreffion of thofe

misfortunes was ftrongeft on his mind, his out-

ward conduct in the world remained invariably

the fame
;
and thofe few friends whom he ho-

noured by making partners of his forrows, know
that one great fource of his confolation was the

confcioufnefs that, under the prefTure of calamity,
his behaviour remained unaltered, and that he

was able to go through the duties of life with

becoming dignity and eafe. Inftead of being

peevifh and difcontented with the world, the

difappointments he has met with have only

taught him to become more detached from thofe

enjoyments of life which are beyond his power,
and have made him value more highly thofe

which he poffefles. Mr. Sidney has, for a long

time paft, been engaged in bufmefs of a very dif-

ficult and laborious nature ; but he conducts it

with equal eafe and fpirit. Far from the ele-

gance and fenlibility of his mind unfitting him

for the management of thofe tranfaclions which

require great firmnefs and perfeverance, I be-

lieve it is his good tafte and elegant refinement

of mind, which enable him to fupport that load

of



332 T H E M I R R O R. N 47.

of bufmefs ; becaufe he knows that, when it is

finished, he has pleafure in ftore. He is mar-

ried to a very amiable and beautiful woman, by
whom he has four fine children. He fays that,

when he thinks it is for them, -all toil is eafy,

and all labour light.

The intimate knowledge I have of Mr. Sidnfy

has taught me, that refinement and delicacy of

mind, when kept within proper bounds, con-

tribute to happinefs ; and that their natural ef-

fect, inftead of producing uneafinefs and chagrin,

is to add to the enjoyments of life. In com-

paring the two characters of Fleetwood and Sid-

ney, which Nature feems to have caft in the fame

mould, I have been ftruck with the fatal confe-

quences to Fleetivood^ of indulging his fpleen at

thofe little rubs in life, which a jufter fenfe of

human imperfection would make him confider

equally unavoidable, and to be regarded with

the fame indifference, as a rainy day, a dufty

road, or any the like trifling inconvenience.

There is nothing fo inconfiderable which may
not become of importance, when made an object

of ferious attention. Sidney never repines like

Fleetwood; and, as he is much more refpected,

fo he has much more real happinefs than either

Morley or Dacres. Fleetivood''s weakneffes are

amiable ; and, though we pity, we muft love

him ;
but there is a complacent dignity in the

character of Sidney , which excites at once our

love, refpect, and admiration,

A
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N 48. SATURDAY, July 10, 1779.

TH E following paper was lately received from

a Correfpondent, who accompanied it with

a promife of carrying his idea through fome of

the other fine arts. I have fmce been endea-

vouring to make it a little lefs technical, in order

to fit it more for general perufal ; but, finding

I could not accomplifh this, without hurting the

illuftrations of the writer, I have given it to my
readers in the terms in which I received it.

/T^ HE perceptions of different men, arifing from

the impreffions of the fame object, are

very often different. Of thefe we always fup-

pofe one to be juft and true ;
all the others to

be falfe. But which is the true, and which the

falfe, we are often at a lofs to determine : as

the poet has faid,

"fis with our judgments as our watches, none

Go juft alike, yet each believes his own. POPE.

With regard to our external fcnfes, this di-

verfity of feeling, as far as it occurs, is of little

confequence ; but the truth of perception, in our

internal fenfes, employed in morals and criticifm,

is more interesting and important.

In the judgments we form concerning the

beauty and excellency of the feveral imitative

arts.
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arts, this difference of feeling is very confpicuous;
and 'tis difficult to fay why each man may not

believe his own, or how a ftandarcl may be

eftablifhed, by which the truth of different judg-
ments may be compared and tried. Whether

there is, or is not, a ftandard of tafte, I fhall

not attempt to determine ;
but there is a queftion

connected with that, which, properly anfwered,

may have fome effect in the decifion : whether

in the imitative arts, a perfon exercifed in the

practice of the art, or in the frequent contem-

plation of its productions, be better qualified to

judge of thefe, than a perfon who only feels the

direct and immediate effects of it ? In the words

of an ancient critic, An dotti, qul rationem opens

intelligunt) an qu'i voluptatem tantum percipiunty

optime dtjudicant? or, as I may exprefs it in

Engli/h, Whether the artift or connoifftur have

any advantage over other perfons of common
fenfe or common feeling ?

This queftion mall be confidered at prefent

with regard to one art only, to wit, that of

fainting] but fome of the principles which I

fhall endeavour to illuftrate, will have a general

tendency to eftablifh a decifion in all. In the

Jirfl place, it is proper to mention the chief

fources of the pleafure we receive in viewing"

pictures.
One arifes from the perception of

imitation, however produced ;
a fecond from

the art difplayed in producing fuch imitation ;

and
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and a third, from the beauty, grace, agreeable-

nefs, and propriety of the object imitated. Thefe

may all occur in the imitation of one fmgle ob-

ject; but a much higher pleafure arifes from

feveral objects combined together in fuch a

manner, that, while each of them fmgly affords

the feveral fources of pleafure already men-

tioned, they all unite in producing one effect,

one particular emotion in the fpectator, and an

impreffion much ftronger than could have been

raifed by one object alone.

Thefe feem to be the chief fources of the plea-

fure we receive from pictures ; and, with regard

to the true and accurate perceptions of each, let

us confider who is moft likely to form them,

the painter and connoijjeur,
or the unexperienced

fpectator.

In viewing imitation, we are more or lefs

pleafed according to the degree of exactnefs with

which the object is expreffed ; and, fuppofing

the object to be a common one, it might be ima-

gined, that every perfon would be equally a

judge of the exactnefs of the imitation; but, in

truth, it is otherwife. Our recollection of an

object does not depend upon any fecret remem-

brance of the feveral parts of which it confifts,

of the exact pofition of thefe, or of the dimen-

fions of the whole. A very inaccurate refem-

blance ferves the purpoie of memory, and will

often pafs with us for a true reprefentation, even

2 ^ f
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of the fubjects that we fancy ourfelves very well

acquainted with.

The felf-applaufe of Zeuxis was not well

founded when he valued himfelf on having

painted grapes, that fo far deceived the birds as

to bring them to peck at his picture. Birds are

no judges of an accurate refemblance, when they
often miftake a fcare-crow for a man. Nor had

Parrbajtus much reafon to boaft of his deceiving
even Zeuxis^ who, viewing it haftily, and from

a diftance, miftook the picture of a linen cloth

for a real one. It always requires ftudy to per-

ceive the exactnefs of imitation ; and moft per-

fons may find, by daily experience, that, when

they would examine the accuracy of any repre-

fentation, they can hardly do it properly, but by

bringing together the picture and its archetype,
fo that they may quickly pals from the one to

the other, and thereby compare the form, fize,

and proportions of all the different parts. With-

out iuch ftudy of objects as the painter employs
to imitate them, or the connoiffeur employs in

comparing them with their imitations, there is

no perfon can be a judge of the exact nefs of the

reprefentation. The painters, therefore, or the

comtoiffeurS) are the perfons who will beft per-

ceive the truth of imitation, and beft judge of

its merit. It is true, fome perfons may be ac-

quainted with certain objcds, even better than

the painters themfelves, as the ihoemaker was

with
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with the fhoe in the picture of Apelles-, but moft

perfons, like the fame fhoemaker, are unfit to

extend their judgment beyond their Iqfl and

muft, in other parts, yield to the more general

knowledge of the painter.

As we are, in the firft place, pleafed with

viewing imitation
;

fo we are, in the fecond

place, with confidering the art by which the

imitation is performed. The pleafure we derive

from this, is in proportion to the difficulty we

apprehend in the execution, and the degree of

genius necefTary to the performance of it. But

this difficulty, and the degree of genius exerted

in furmounting it, can only be well known to

the perfons exercifed in the practice of the art.

When a perfon has acquired an exact idea of

an object, there is ftill a great difficulty in ex-

preffing that correctly upon his canvas. With

regard to objects of a fteady figure, they may
perhaps be imitated by an ordinary artift

; but

tranfient objects, of a momentary appearance,

require ftill a nicer hand. To catch the more

delicate expreffions of the human foul, requires

an art of which few are poflefled, and none can

fufficiently admire, but thofe who have them-

felves attempted it. Thefe are the difficulties

of painting, in forming even a correct outline;

and the painter has yet more to ftruggle with.

To reprefent a folid upon a plain furface, by
the pofition and fize of the feveral parts ;

to be

VOL. i. z exact:
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exact in the perfpedive ; by thefe, and by the

diftribution of light and {hade, to make every

figure (land out from the canvas
; and, laftly,

by natural and glowing colours to animate and

give life to the whole : thefe are parts of the

painter's art, from which chiefly the pleafure of

the fpectator, arifmg from his confcioufnefs of

the imitation, is derived, but, at the fame time,

fuch as the uninformed fpectator has but an im-

perfect notion of, and, therefore, muft feel an

inferior degree of pleafure in contemplating.

The next fource of the pleafures derived from

painting, above taken notice of, is that arifmg
from the beauty, the grace, the elegance of the

objects imitated. When a painter is happy

enough to make fuch a choice, he does it by a

constitutional tafte that may be common to all.

Raphael could not learn it from his mafter Pietro

Perugino ; Rubens^ though converfant with the

bed models of antiquity, could never acquire it.
4*j*

In judging, therefore", of this part of painting,

the artift has fcarcejsy any advantage above the

common fpectator But it is to be obferved,

that" a perfon>of^ the fined natural tafte cannot

become fuddenly an elegans formarum fpeftator^

an expreffion which it is fcarce poffible to tranf-

late. It is only by companion that we arrive

.at the knowledge of what is moft perfect in its

kind. The Madonas of Carlo Maratt appear

exquifitely beautiful; and it is only when we
fee
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fee thofe of Raphael that we difcern their imper-
fections. A perfon may even be fenfible of the

imperfections of forms ; but, at the fame time,

may find it impoflible to conceive, with precifion,

an idea of the moft perfect. Thus Raphael
could not form an idea of the Divine Majefty,
till he faw it fo forcibly expreffed in the paint-

ings of Michael Angela* As our judgment,

therefore, of beauty, grace, and elegance, though
founded in perception, becomes accurate only by

comparifon and experience, fo the painter, -ex-

ercifed in the contemplation of forms, is likely

to be a better judge of beauty than any perfon

lefs experienced.

The laft and moft confiderable pleafure re-

ceived from painting, is that arifmg from com-

pofition.
This is properly diftinguifhed into two

kinds, the picturefque and the poetical. To the

firft belongs the diftribution of the feveral figures,

fo that they may all be united and confpire in

one fingle effect
;
while^each is fo placed, as to

prefent itfelf ,in proportion to its importance in

the action reprefented. To this alfo belongs the

diverfifying and contrafting the attitudes of dif-

ferent figures, as well as the feveral members of

each. Above all, the picturefque compofition

has belonging to it the diftribution of light and

fhade, while every fingle figure has its proper

{hare of each. One mafs of light, and its pro-

portionable fhade, {hould unite the whole piece,

z 2 and
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and make every part of it confpire in one fingle

effect. To this alfo belongs the harmony, as

well as the contraft, of colours. Now, in all

this ordonnance pifturefque, there appears an ex-

quifite art only to be acquired by cuftotn and

habit
; and of the merit of the execution, no

perfon can be a judge but one who has been in

fome meafure in the practice of it. It is enough
to fay, that hardly any body will doubt, that

Paulo Veronefe was a better judge of the difpo-

fition of figures than Michael Angela ; and that

Caravaggio was a better judge of the diftribution

of light and made than Raphael; fo, in fome

meafure, every painter, in proportion to his

knowledge, muft be a better judge of the merit

of picturefque compofition, than any perfon who

judges from the effects only.

With regard to poetical compofition, it com-

prehends the choice of the action to be repre-

fented, and of the point of time at which the

perfons are to be introduced, the invention of

circumflances to be employed, the expreffion to

be given to every actor
; and, lajlly, the obferv-

ance of the cojlume, that is, giving to each per-
fori an air fuitable to his rank, reprefenting the

complexion and features that exprefs his tem-

perament, his age, and the climate of his coun-

try, and dreffing him in the habit of the time

in which he lived, and of the nation to which

he belongs.

From
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From this enumeration of the feveral con-

fiderations that employ the hiftory-painter, it

will immediately appear, why this department
of painting is called poetical compofition j

for

here, in truth, it is the imagination of a poet

that employs the hand of a painter. This ima-

gination is nowife neceffarily connected with the

imitative hand. Lucas of Leyden painted more

correctly, that is, imitated more exactly, than

Salvator Rofa ; but the former did not chufe

fubjects of fo much grace and dignity, nor com-

pofed with fo much force and fpirit, becaufe he

was not a poet like the latter. Salvator Rofa
has given us elegant verfes full of picturefque

defcription ; and, in every one of his pictures,

he ftrikes us by thofe circumftances which his

poetical imagination had fuggefted. Now it is

plain, that a poetical imagination muft be de-

rived from nature, and can arife neither from

the practice of painting, nor even from the ftudy

of pidures. The painter, therefore, and even

the connolffeur^
in judging of the merit of poeti-

cal compofition, can have little advantage above

other fpedators ;
but even here it muft be al-

lowed, that if the painter has an equal degree
of tafte, he muft, from the more frequent exer-

cife of it, have great advantages in judging above

any other perfon lefs experienced.

I have thus endeavoured to {hew, that, in

judging of painting, the painter himfelf, and

z. 3 even
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even the connoiffeur, much engaged and exer-

cifed in the ftudy of pictures, that is, //// qui

ratwnem opens mtelligunt, have advantages above

the common fpe&ators, qui voluptatem tantum

prcclplunt. But, as a caution to the former, it

may not be improper to conclude with obferving,

that the painter and connuijfcur are often in dan-

ger of having their fenfibility deadened, or their

natural tafte corrupted, by a knowledge of the

technical mlnutite of the art, fo far as to throw

the balance towards the fide of the common

fpectator,

D

N 49. TUESDAY, July 13, 1779.

A S I walked one evening, about a fortnight

ago, through Sf. Andrew s Square, I ob-

ferved a girl, meanly dreffed, coming along the

pavement at a flow pace. When I pafled her,

ihe turned a little towards me, and made a fort

of halt ;
but faid nothing. I am ill at looking

any body full in the face ;
fo I went on a few

fteps before I turned my eye to obferve her. She

had, by this time, refumed her former pace.

I remarked a certain elegance in her form, which

the
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the poornefs of her garb could not altogether

overcome : her perfon was thin and genteel, and

there was fomething not ungraceful in the ftoop
cf her head, and the feeming feeblenefs with

which me walked. I could not refift the defire,

which her appearance gave me, of knowing
fomewhat of her fituation and circumftances : I

therefore walked back, and repafled her with

fuch a look (for I could bring myfelf to nothing

more) as might induce her to fpeak what fhe

feemed delirous to fay at firft. This had the

effect I wilhed. "
Pity a poor orphan !" faid

fhe, in a voice tremulous and weak. I flopped,

and put my hand in my pocket : I had now a

better opportunity of obferving her. Her face

was thin and pale ; part of it was (haded by her

hair, of a light brown colour, which was parted,

in a difordered manner, at her forehead, and

hung loofe upon her fhoulders
;
round them was

caft a piece of tattered cloak, which with one

hand fhe held acrofs her bofom, while the other

was half-outftretched to receive the bounty I in-

tended for her. Her large blue eyes were caft

on the ground : fhe was drawing back her hand

as I put a trifle into.it ;
on receiving which fhe

turned them up to me, muttered fomething

which I could not hear, and then, letting go

her cloak, and prefling her hands together, burrb

into tears.

It was not the action of an ordinary beggar,

z 4 and
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and my curiofity was ftrongly excited by it. I

defired her to follow me to the houfe of a friend

hard by, whofe beneficence I have often had

occafion to know. When {he arrived there, fhe

was fo fatigued and worn out, that it was not till

after fome means ufed to reftore her, that fhe was

able to give us an account of her misfortunes.

Her name, fhe told us, was Collins ; the place

of her birth one of the northern counties of

England. Her father, who had died feveral years

ago, left her remaining parent with the charge
of her, then a child, and one brother, a lad of

feventeen. By his induftry, however, joined
to that of her mother, they were tolerably fup-

ported, their father having died poflefled of a

fmall farm, with the right of pafturage on an

adjoining common, from which they obtained

a decent livelihood : that, laft fummer, her bro-

ther having become acquainted with a recruiting

ferjeant, who was quartered in a neighbouring

village, was by him enticed to enlift as a foldier,

and foon after was marched off, along with fome

other recruits, to join his regiment : that this,

fhe believed, broke her mother's heart, for that

fhe had never afterwards had a day's health ;

and, at length, had died about three weeks ago:

that, immediately after her death, the fteward,

employed by the 'fquire of whom their farm was

held, took pofleffion of every thing for the ar-

rears of their rent : that, as fhe had heard her

brother's
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brother's regiment was in Scotland when he en-

lifted, flie had wandered hither in queft of him,
as (he had no other relation in the world to own
her ! But (he found, on arriving here, that the

regiment had been embarked feveral months be-

fore, and was gone a great way off, (he could

not tell whither.
" This news," faid (he,

"
laid hold of my

" heart
;
and I have had fomething wrong here,"

putting her hand to her bofom,
" ever fiuce. I

"
got a bed and fome victuals in the houfe of

" a woman here in town, to whom I told my
"

ftory, and who feemed to pity me. I had
" then a little bundle of things, which I had
" been allowed to take with me after my mo-
"

ther's death ;
but the night before laft, fome-

"
body ftole it from me while I flept ; and fo

" the woman faid fhe would keep me no longer,
" and turned me out into the ftreet, where I

" have fmce remained, and am almoft famimed
" for want."

She was now in better hands ;
but our affift-

ance had come too late. A frame, naturally

delicate, had yielded to the fatigues of her jour-

ney and the hardfhips of her fituation. She de-

clined by flow but uninterrupted degrees, and

yefterday breathed her laft. A fhort while be-

fore fhe expired, fhe afked to fee me ; and tak-

ing from her bofom a little filver locket^ which

fhe told me had been her mother's, and which

all
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all her diitreiTes could not make her part with,

begged I would keep it for her dear brother, and

give it him, if ever he fhould return home, as

a token of her remembrance.

I felt this poor giiTs fate ftrongly ;
but I tell

not her ftory merely to indulge my feelings ;

I would make the reflections it may excite in my
readers, iifeful to others who may fuffer from

fimilar caufes. There are many, I fear, from

whom their country has called brothers, fons, or

fathers, to bleed in her fervice, forlorn, like poor

Nancy Collins^ with " no relation in the world
"

to own them." Their fufferings are often

unknown, when they are fuch as moft demand

compaflion. The mind that cannot obtrude its

diftrefles on the ear of pity, is formed to feel

their poignancy the deepeft.

In our idea of military operations, we are too

apt to forget the misfortunes of the people. In

defeat, we think of the fall, and in victory, of

the glory of Commanders ; we feldom allow our-

felves to confider how many, in a lower rank,

both events make wretched : how many, amidft

the acclamations of national triumph, are left to'

the helplefs mifery of the widowed and the or-

phan, and, while victory celebrates her feftival,

feel, in their diftant hovels, the extremities of

want and wretchednefs !

It was with pleafure I faw, among the refo-

lutions of a late patriotic affembly in this city,

an
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an agreement to affift the poor families of our

abfent foldiers and feamen. With no lefs fatif-

fadtion I read in fome late newfpapers, a bene-

volent advertifementifjf "a meeting of gentlemen,
to confider of a fubfcription for the fame pur-

pofe. At this feafori of general and laudable ex-

ertion, I am perfuaded fuch a fcheme cannot fail

of patronage and fuccefs. The benevolence of

this country requires not argument to awaken it;

yet the pleafures of its exertion muft be increafed

by the thought, that pity to fuch objects is pa-
triotifm

; that, here, private companion becomes

public virtue. Bounties for the encouragement .

of recruits to our fleets and armies, are highly
meritorious donations. Thefe, however, may
fometimes bribe the covetous, and allure the

needy ; but that charity which gives fupport and

protection to the families they leave behind, ad-

drefles more generous feelings ; feelings which

have always been held congenial to bravery and

to heroifm. It endears to them that home which

their fwords are to defend, and ftrengthens thofe

ties which fhould ever bind "the foldier of a free

ftate to his country.

Nor will fuch a provifion be 'of lefs advantage

to pofterity than to the preferit- times. It will

fave to the ftate many ufeful fubje'fts which thofe

families thus fupported may produce, whofe lives

have formerly been often nurtured by penury to

vice, and rendered not only uleleis, but baneful'

to
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to the community; that community which, un-

der a more kindly influence, they might, like

their fathers, have enriched by their induftry,

and protected by their valour.

Z

N" 50. SATURDAY, July 17, 1779.

THOUGH
the following letter has been pretty

much anticipated by a former paper, yet
it pofTefles too much merit to be refufed iri-

jfertion.

SIR,
ACTIVITY is one of thofe virtues indifpen-*

fably requifite for the happinefs and welfare

of mankind, which nature appears to have dif-

tributed to them with a parfimonious hand.

All men feem naturally averfe, not only to thofe

exertions that fharpen and improve the mental

powers, but even to fuch as are necefiary for

maintaining the health, or ftrengthening the or-

gans of the body. Whatever induftry and en-

terprize the fpecies have at any time difplayed,

originated
in the bofom of pain, of want, or of

neceflity ;
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neceffity ; or, in the abfence of thefe caufes,

from the experience of that liflleflhefs and lan-

guor which attend a ftate of total inaction. But

with how great a number does this experience
lead to no higher object than the care of external

appearances, or to the proftitution of their time

in trivial purfuits, or in licentious pleafures ? The

fureft, the moft permanent remedy, and, in the

end too, the moft delightful, which is to be

found in unremitted ftudy, or in the labours of

a profeflion, is, unhappily, the laft we recur to.

Of all who have rifen to eminence in the paths

of literature or ambition, how few are there,

who at firft enjoyed the means of pleafure, or

the liberty of being idle ? and how many could

every one enumerate, within the circle of his

acquaintance, pofiefled of excellent abilities, and

even anxious for reputation, whom the fatal in-

heritance of a bare competency has doomed to

obfcurity through life, and quiet oblivion when
dead ?

Let no man confide entirely in his refolutions

of activity, in his love of fame, or in his tafte

for literature. All thefe principles, even where

they are ftrongeft, unlefs fupported by habits of

induftry, and roufed by the immediate prefence

of fome great object to which their exertion

leads, gradually lofe, arid at laft refign their in-

fluence. The fmalleft particle of natural indo-

lence, like the principle of gravitation in matter,

2 unlefs
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unlefs counterbalanced by continual impulfe from

fome active caufe, will infenfibly lower, and at

laft overcome the flight of the fublimeft genius.

In computing it, we ought to recoiled:, that it

is a caufe for ever prefent with us, in all moods,

In every difpofition ;
and that, from the weak-

nefs of our nature, we are willing, at any rate,

to relinquim diftant profpecls of happinefs and

advantage, for a much fmaller portion of prefent

indulgence.

I have been led into thefe reflections by a vifit

which I lately paid to my friend Mordaunt^ in

whom they are, unhappily, too well exempli-

fied. I have known him from his infancy, and

always admired the extent of his genius, as

much as I refpe&ed the integrity of his prin-

ciples, or loved him for the warmth and benevo-

lence of his heart. But, fmce the time when
he began to contemplate his own character, he

has often confefled to me, and feelingly com-

plained, that nature had infufed into it a large

portion of indolence, an inclination to deipon-

dency, and a delicacy of feeling, which dif-

qualified him for the drudgery of bufmefs, or

the buftle of public life. Frequently in thofe

tedious hours, when his melancholy claimed the

attendance and fupport of a friend, have I feen

a confcious blufh of fhame and felf-reproach

mingle with the fecret figh, extorted from him

by the fenfe of this defect. His fituation, how-

ever,
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ever, as fecond fon of a- family, which, though
old and honourable, poffefled but a fmall for-

tune, and no intereft, abfolutely required that

he fhould adopt a profefiion.' The law wis his

choice
; and, fuch is the power of habit and ne-

ceffity, that, after four years fpent in the ftudy

of that fcience, though at firfl it had impaired
his health, and even foured his temper, he was

more fanguine in his expectation of fuccefs, and

enjoyed a more conftant flow of fpirits, than I

had ever known him to do at any former period.

The law, unfortunately, feldom beftows its

honours or emoluments upon the young ; and

my friend, too referved, or too indifferent, to

court a fet of men on whofe good-will the at-

tainment of practice, in fome degree, depends,

found himfelf, at the end of two years clofe at-

tendance at the bar, though high in the efteern

of all that knew him well, as poor, and as dif-

tant from preferment, as when he firft engaged
in it. All my aflurances, that better days would

foon fliine upon him, and that his prefent fitu-

ation had, at firft, been the lot of many now
raifed to fame and diftinction, were infufficient

to fupport him. A deep gloom fettled on his

fpirits, and he had already refolved to relinquim

this line of life, though he knew not what other

to enter upon, when the death of a diftant re-

lation unexpectedly put him in pofleffion of an

eftate, which, though of fmall extent, was opu-
lence
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lence to one that wifhed for nothing more than

independence, and the difpofal of his own
time.

After many ufelefs remonftrances upon my
part, he fet out for his manfion in the country,
with his mother, and a nephew of eight years

old, refolved, as he faid, to engage immediately
in fome work to be laid before the public ; and

having previoufly given me his word that he

would annually dedicate a portion of his time to

the fociety of his friends in town. In the courfe

of eighteen months, however, I did not fee

him ;
and finding that his letters, which had at

firft been full of his happinefs, his occupations,

and the progrefs of his work, were daily becom-

ing fhorter, and fomewhat myfterious on the

two laft of thefe points, I refolved to fatisfy

myfelf with my own remarks with regard to his

fituation.

I arrived in the evening, and was fhown into

the parlour ; where the firft objects that caught

my attention were a fiming-rod, and two fowl-

ing-pieces, in a corner of the room, and a brace

of pointers ftretched upon the hearth. On a

table lay a German flute, fome mufic, a pair of

fhuttle-cocks, and a volume of the Annual Re-

gifter. Looking from the window, I difcovered

my friend in his waiftcoat, with a fpade in his

hand, moft diligently cultivating a fpot of ground
in the kitchen- garden. Our mutual joy, and

congratu-
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congratulations at meeting, it is needlefs to

trouble you with. In point of figure I could

not help remarking, that Mordaunt^ though moft

negligently apparelled, was altered much for

the better, being now plump, rofy, and robuft,

inftead of pale and flender as formerly. Before

returning to the houfe, he infifted that I mould

furvey his grounds^ which, in his own opinion,

he faid, he had rendered a paradife, by modeftly

feconding and bringing forth the intentions of

nature. I was conducted to a young grove,

which he had planted himfelf, refted in a hut

which he had built, and drank from a rivulet

for which he had tracked a channel with his

own hands. During the courfe of this walk,

we were attended by a flock of tame pigeons,
which he fed with grain from his pocket, and

had much converfation with a ragged family of

little boys and girls,
all of whom feemed to be

his intimate acquaintance. Near a village in

our way homewards, we met a let of country-

men, engaged at cricket
; and foon after, a mar-

riage company, dancing the bride's dance upon,

the green. My friend, with a degree of gaiety

and alacrity which I had never before feen him

difplay, not only engaged himfelf, but compelled
me likewife to engage, in the exercife of the one

y

and the merriment of the other. In a field be-

fore his door, an old horfe, blind of one eye,

VOL. I. A A came
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came up to us at his call, and eat the remainder

of the grain from his hand.

Our converfation for that evening, relating

chiefly to the fituation of our common friends,

the memory of former fcenes in which we had

both been engaged, and other fuch fubjedts as

friends naturally converfe about after a long ab-

fence, afforded me little opportunity of fatisfy-

ing my curioiity. Next morning I arofe at my
wonted early hour, and ftepping into his ftudy,

found it unoccupied. Upon examining a heap
of books and papers that lay confufedly mingled
on the table and the floor, I was furprifed to

find, that by much the greater part of them,
inftead of politics, metaphyfics, and morals (the

fciences connected with his fcheme of writing),

treated of Belles Lettres, or were calculated

merely for amufement. The Tale of a Tub lay

open on the table, and feemed to have concluded

the ftudies of the day before. The letters of

Junius, Brydons Travels, the World, TriJIram

Shandy, and two or three volumes of the Brltijh

Poets, much ufed, and very dirty, lay fcattered

above a heap of quarto's, which, after blowing
the duft from them, I found to be an Effay on

the Wealth of Nations, Helvetius de VEfprit,

Humes EJJays, the Spirit of Laws, Bayle, and a

commonplace-book. The laft contained a great

deal of paper, and an excellent arrangement,

under
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under the heads of which, excepting thofe of

anecdote and criticifm, hardly any thing was

collected. The papers in his own hand-writing
were a" parallel between Mr. Grays Elegy, and

ParncTs Night-piece on Death ; fome detached

thoughts on propriety of conduct and behaviour;
a Fairy Tale in verfe

; and feveral letters to the

Author of the MIRROR, all of them blotted and

unfinifhed. There was befides a journal of his

occupations for feveral weeks, from which, as

it affords a picture of his fituation, I tranfcribe

a part.

Thurfday, eleven at night, 'went to bed : ordered

my firvant to wake me atfix, refolding to be bufy

all next day.

Friday morning : Waked a quarter before Jix ;

fell ajleep again, and did not wake till eight.

Till nine, read thejirjl aft of Voltaire's Maho-

met, as it was too late to begin ferious bujinefs.

Ten : HavingfwaUowed ajhort breakfajl, 'went

outfor a moment in myflippers The wind having

left the eajl, am engaged, by the beauty of the day,

to continue my walk Find afituation by the river,

'where the found of my flute produced a veryfin-

gular and beautiful echo made a flairza and a

half by way of addrefs to it viflt the fljepherd

lying ill ofa lowfever flnd himfomewhat better,

(Mem. tofend himfome wine) meet the parjon,

and cannot avoid ajking him to dinner returning

home, fad my reapers at workfuperintend them

A A 2 in
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in the abfence of John, whom Ifend to inform the

boufe of the parfons vifit read, in the mean time,

part of Thomfon's Seafons, which I had with

me From one to fix , plagued with the parfons
news and Jlories* take

tip
Mahomet to put me in

good humour JiniJJj it, the time allottedforferioits

Jludy being elapfed at eight, applied tofor advice

by a poor countryman, who had been opprejfed

cannot fay as to the law : give him fome money
-

walk out at fun-fct, to conjider the caufes of the

pleafure arifmg jrom it at nine, fup, and fit till

eleven, hearing my nephew read, and converjing

with my mother, who was remarkably well and

cheerful go to bed.

Saturday : Some company arrived to be filed

tip
to-morrow (for that and the two fucceed-

ing days, there was no further entry in the

journal). Tuefday, waked at feven -^
but the

weather being rainy, and threatening to confine me

a/I day, lay till after nine Ten, breakfajled and

read the news-papers very dull and drowjy

Eleven, day clears up, and I refolve on a Jhort

ride to clear my head*

A few days refidence with him fhowed me

that his life was in reality, as it is here repre-

fented, a medley of feeble exertions, indolent

pleafures, fecret benevolence, and broken refo-

lutions* Nor did he pretend to conceal from

me, that his activity was not now fo conftant as

it had been j
but he infilled that he ftill could,

when
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\vhen he thought proper, apply with his former

vigour, and flattered himfelf, that thefe frequeat

deviations from his plan of employment, which,
in reality, were the fruit of indolence and weak-

nefs, arofe from reafon and conviction. After

all) faid he to me one day, when I was endea-

vouring to undeceive him, after all, granting
'what you allege, if I be happy, and I really am

fo, what more could acJimty, fame, or preferment',

bejlow upon me ? After a ftay of fome weeks,

I departed, convinced that his malady was paft

a cure, and lamenting, that fo much real ex-

cellence and ability fhould be thus, in a great

meafure, loft to the world, as well as to thek

pofleflbr, by the attendance of a fingle fault.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.

N5r. TUESDAY, July 20, 1779.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

Mr. MIRROR,
T A M the daughter of a gentleman of eafy,
*

though moderate fortune. My mother died

a few weeks after I was born
; and before J

could be fenfible of the lois, a fifter of her's, the

A A 3 widow
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widow of an Englifh gentleman, carried me to

London, where fhe refided. As my aunt had no

children, I became the chief object of her af-

fections ; and her favourite amufement confifted

in fuperintending my education. As I grew up,
I was attended by the beft mafters ;

and every
new accomplifliment I acquired, gave frefh plea-

fure to my kind benefactrefs. But her own con-

verfation tended more than any thing elfe to

form and to improve my mind. Well acquaint-
ed herfelf with the beft authors in the Engltfh,

French, and Italian languages, fhe was careful

to put into my hands fuch books as were beft

calculated to cultivate my underftanding, and to

regulate my tafte.

But, though fond of reading and retirement,

my aunt thought it her duty to mingle in fo-

ciety, as much as her rank and condition re-

quired. Her houfe was frequented by many
perfons of both fexes, diftinguimed for elegance

of manners, and politenefs of converfation. Her

tendernefs made her defirous to find out com-

panions for me of my own age ; and, far from

being diflatisfied with our youthful Tallies, me
feemed never better pleafed than when fhe could

add to our amufement and happinefs.

In this manner I had pafled my time, and had

entered my feventeenth year, when my aunt was

feized with an .indifpofition, which alarmed me

much, although her phyficians affured me it was

bjr
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by no means dangerous. My fears increafed, on

obferving, that fhe herfelf thought it ferious.

Her tendernefs feemed, if poffible, to increafe ;

and, though fhe was defirous to conceal her ap-

prehenfions, I have fometimes, when fhe ima-

gined I did not obferve it, found her eyes fixed

on me with a mixture of folicitude and com-

paffion, that never failed to overpower me.

One day fhe called me into her clofet, and,
after embracing me tenderly,

" My dear Har-
" riet" faid fhe,

"
it is vain to diflemble longer :

"
I feel my ftrength decay fo faft, that I know

" we foon muft part. As to myfelf, the ap-
"

proach of death gives me little uneafinefs ;

" and I thank Almighty God that I can look
" forward to that awful change, without dread,
" and without anxiety. But when I think, my
"

child, of the condition in which I fhall leave
"

you, my heart fwells with anguifh ! -You
*' know my fituation ; poflefled of no fortune,
" the little I have faved from my jointure will

" be altogether inadequate to fupport you in that
"

fociety in which you have hitherto lived.

" When 1 look back on my conduct towards
"

you, I am not fure that it has been altogether
<c

prudent. I thought it impoflible to beftow
" too much on your education, or to render
"
you too accomplifhed. I fondly hoped to

*' live to fee you happily eftablifhed in life,

w united to a man who could difcern your

A A 4
**

meritj
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merit, who could put a juft value on all your

acquirements. Thefe hopes are at an end ;

all, however, that can now be done, I have

done. Here are two papers; by the one
"

you will fucceed to the little I fhall leave ;

" the other is a letter to your father, in which
"

I have recommended you in the moft earned
<c manner to his protection, and intreated him
*' to come to town as foon as he hears of my
"

death, and conduct you to Scotland. He is

<c a man of virtue
;
and I hope you will live

"
happily in his family. One only fear I have,

" and that proceeds from the extreme fenfibility
u of your mind, and gentienefs of your difpo-
* c

fition ; little formed by nature to ftruggle with
" the hardfhips and the difficulties of life, per-
*'

haps the engaging foftnefs of your temper
" has rather been increafed by the education
"

you have received. I truft, however, that

cc

your good fenfe will prevent you from being
" hurt by any little crofs untoward accidents

"
you may meet with, and that it will enable

"
you to make the moft of that fituation in

* c which it may be the will of Heaven to place
c

you."
To all this I could only anfwer with my tears

;

and, during the fhort time that my aunt furvived,

ihe engroffed my attention fo entirely, that I

never once beftowed a thought on myfelf. As

after her death as I could command my-
felf
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felf fufficiently, I wrote to my father ; and,

agreeably to my aunt's inftructions, inclofed

her letter for him
;

in confequence of which he

came to town in a few weeks. Meeting with a

father, to whofe perfon I was a perfect ftranger,

and on whom I was ever after entirely to de-

pend, was to me a moft interefting event. My
aunt had taught me to entertain for him the

higheft reverence and refpect ; but, though I

had been in ufe to write, from time to time,

both to him, and to a lady he had married not

long after my mother's death, I had never been

able to draw either the one or the other into

any thing like a regular correfpondence ; fo

that 1 was equally a ftranger to their fentiments

and difpofitions as to their perfons.

On my father's arrival, I could not help feel-

ing, that he did not return my fond carefles

with that warmth with which L had made my
account ; and, afterwards, it was impoflible not

to remark, that he was altogether deficient in

thofe common attentions which, in polite fo-

ciety, every woman is accuftomed to receive,

even from thofe with whom me is moft nearly

connected. My aunt had made it a rule to con-

fider her domeftics as humble friends, and to

treat them as fuch
;
but my father addrefled them

with a roughnefs of voice and of manner that

difgufted them, and was extremely unpleafant

to me. I was ftillmore hurt with his minute and

anxious
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anxious enquiries about the fortune my aunt

had died poflefTed of ; and, when he found how
inconfiderable it was, he fwore a great oath,

that, if he had thought fhe was to breed me
a fine lady, and leave me a beggar, I never

fhould have entered her houfe. " But don't
"

cry, Harriet" added he,
"

it was not your
"

fault
;
be a good girl,

and you ihall never want
" while 1 have."

On our journey to Scotland^ I fometimes at-

tempted to amufe my father by engaging him
in converfation

;
but I never was lucky enough

to hit on any fubjecT: on which he wifhed to

talk. After a journey, which many circum-

ftances concurred to render rather unpleafant,

we arrived at my father's houfe. I had been

told that it was fituated in a remote part of

Scotland^ and thence I concluded the fcene

around it to be of that wild romantic kind, of

all others the beft fuited to my inclination. But

inftead of the rocks, the woods, the water-falls

I had fancied to myfelf, I found an open, bleak,

barren moor, covered with heath, except a few

patches round the houfe, which my father, by
his (kill in agriculture, had brought to bear grafs

and corn.

My mother-in-law, a good-looking woman,
about forty, with a countenance that befpoke

franknefs and good-humour, rather than fen-

fibility or delicacy, received me with much
kindnefs j
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kindnefs
; and, after giving me a hearty wel-

come to
, prefented me to her two daughters,

girls about fourteen or fifteen, with ruddy com-

plexions, and every appearance of health and

contentment. We found with them a Mr.

Plow/bare^ a young gentleman of the neighbour-

hood, who, I afterwards learned, farmed his own

eftate, and was confidered by my father as the

moft refpectable man in the county. They im-

mediately got into a diflertation on farming, and

the different modes of agriculture pradtifed in

the different parts of the country, which con-

tinued almoft without interruption till fome time

after dinner, when my father fell faft afleep. But

this made no material alteration in the difcourfe ;

for Mr. Plow/hare and the ladies then entered into

adifcuflion of the moft approved methods of feed-

ing poultry and fattening pigs, which lafted till

the evening was pretty far advanced. It is now
fome months fmce I arrived at my father's, dur-

ing all which time I have fcarcely ever heard

any other converfation. You may eafily con-

ceive, Sir, the figure I make on fuch occafions.

Though the good-nature of my mother-in-law

prevents her from faying fo, I can plainly per-

ceive that fhe, as well as my fifters, confider me
as one who has been extremely ill educated, and

as ignorant of every thing that a young woman

ought to know,

When
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When I came to the Country, I propofed to

pafs great part of my time in my favourite

amufement of reading ; but, on enquiry, I found

that my father's library confifted of a large fa-

mily Bible, 'Dlckfon's Agriculture^ and a treatife

on Farriery ; and that the only books my mother

was poflefled of, were the Domeftic Medicine
,
and

the Complete Houfeivife.

In fhort, Sir, in the midft of a family happy
in thetnfelves, and defirous to make me fo, I

find myfelf wretched. My mind preys upon
itfelf. When I look forward, I can difcover

no profpec~t of any period to my forrows. At

times I am difpofed to envy the happinefs ofmy
lifters, and to wifh that I had never acquired
thofe accomplishments from which I formerly
received fo much pleafure. Is it vanity that

checks this wifh, and leads me, at other times,

to think, that even happinefs may be purchafed
at too dear a rate ?

Some time ago I accident-ally met with your

paper, and at length refolved to defcribe my
fituation to you, partly to fill up one of my tedi-

ous hours, and partly in hopes of being favoured

with your fentiments on a fpecies of diftrefs,

which is perhaps more poignant than many
other kinds of affliction that figure more in the

eyes of mankind.

I am, &c.

E H. B.
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N 52. SATURDAY, July 24, 1779.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

Dulce et decorum eft pro patria mori. Hon.

SIR,
T T has always been a favourite opinion with
*

me,
"

that whoever could make two ears
" of corn, or two blades of grafs, grow upon
" a fpot of ground where only one grew before,
" would deferve better of mankind, and do
<c more eflential fervice to his country, than
" the whole race of politicians put together."

Poflefled with this idea, I have long bent my
thoughts and fludy towards thofe enquiries

which conduce to the melioration of the earth's

produ&ons, and to increafe the fertility of my
native country. I mall not at prefent tire you
with an account of the various projects I have

devifed, the fundry experiments I have made,
and the many mifcarriages I have met with.

Suffice it to fay, that I have now in my brain

a fcheme, the fuccefs of which, I am confident,

can fcarcely fail. The frequent difappointments,

however, I have formerly experienced, induce

7 me
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me to confult you about my plan, before I take

any farther fteps towards carrying it into exe-

cution. You are an author, Sir, and muft con-

fequently be a man of learning : you informed

us you had travelled, and you muft of courfe

be a much wifer man than I, who never was an

hundred miles from the place where I now
write : for thefe reafons, I am induced to lay my
prefent fcheme before you, and to intreat your

opinion of it.

In the introduction to the Tales of Guillaume

Vade^ publifhed by the celebrated Voltaire^ is the

following paffage, given as part of the fpeech of

Vadeto his coufm Catharine Vade^ when me afked

him where he would be buried ? After cenfuring
the practice of burying in towns and churches,

and commending the better cuftom of the Greeks

and Romans, who were interred in the country,
4t What pleafure," fays he,

" would it afford to

" a good citizen to be fent to fatten, for example,
" the barren plain of Sablons, and to contri-

" bute to raife plentiful harvefts there ? By
"

this prudent eftablifhment, one generation
" would be ufeful to another, towns would be
41 more wholefome, and the country more fruit-

"
ful. In truth, I cannot help faying, that we

" want police in that matter, on account both of
" the living and the dead."

To me, Sir, who now and then join the

amufement of reading to the employment of

agricul-
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agriculture, the above paflage has always ap-

peared particularly deferving of attention ; and

I have, at laft, formed a fort of computation of

the advantages which would accrue to the coun-

try from the general adoption of fuch a plan as

that fuggefted by Monfieur Vade. If the ma-

nagers of the public burying-grounds were, at

certain intervals, and for certain valuable confi-

derations, to lend their affiftance to the proprie-
tors of the fields and meadows, how many bene-

ficial confequences would refult to the public ?

How many of the honeft folks, who now lie

ufelefsly mouldering in our church-yards, and

never did the fmalleft good while alive, would

thus be rendered, af;er death, of the moft eflen-

tial fervice to the community ? How many who
feemed brought into the world merely "fnige*
"

confumere nati^ to confume the fruits of the
"

earth,'* might thus, by a proper and juft re-

tribution, be employed to producefruges fimijar

to thofe which they confumed while in life ? What
a pleafant and equitable kind of retaliation would

it be for a borough or corporation to obtain,

from the bodies of a parcel of fat magiftrates,

fwelled up with city-feafts and rich wines,

a fum of money that might, in fome degree,

compenfate for the expence which the capa-

cious bellies of their owners one day coft the

town-revenue ?

The
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The general effects of this plan, and the par-
ticular attention it would neceffarily produce in

the ceconomy of fepulture, would remove the

complaints I have often heard made, in various

cities, of the want of fpace and fize in their

burying-grounds. Thofe young men who die

of old age at thirty, and the whole body of the

magiftrates and council of fome towns, who are

in fuch a ftate of corruption during their lives,

might very foon be made ufeful after their death.

It has been often faid, that a living man is more

ufeful than a dead one ;
but I deny it

;
for it will

be found, if ever my propofal takes place, that

one dead man, at leaft of the fpecies above

. mentioned, will be of more ufe than fifty living

ones.

I am well aware, that moft of the fair-fex,

and fome fuch odd mortals as your Mr. Went-

wortb or Mr. Fleetwood, may poffibly be mocked

at this plan, and may cry out, That it would be

a great indelicacy done to the remains of our

friends. I do not, however, imagine this ought

to have much weight, when the good of one's

country is concerned. Thefe very people, Mr.

MIRROR, would not, I dare fay, for the world,

cut the throat of a fheep, or pull the neck of a

hen off joint ; yet when they are at table, they

make no fcruple to eat a bit of mutton, or the

wing of a pullet,
without allowing a thought of

the
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the butcher or the cook to have a place at the

entertainment. In like manner, when thefe de-

licate kind of people happen to fee a very beauti-

ful field of wheat, which is a light every way as

pleafant as a leg of good mutton, or a fine fowl, let

them never diftrefs themfelves by inveftigating,

whether the field owes its peculiar excellence to

the church-yard or the ftable. As the ladies,

however, are of very great importance in this

country, I think it is proper that their good-will

be gained over, ifpoflible. I would, therefore,

humbly propofe, in compliment to the delicacy

of their fenfations, that their purer afhes never

be employed in the culture of oats, to fill the

bellies of vulgar ploughmen and coach-horfes.

No ! Very far be it from me to entertain any
fuch coarfe idea. Let them be fet apart, and folely

appropriated to the ufe of parterres and flower-

gardens. A philofopher in ancient times, I for-

get who, has defined a lady to be " an animal
"

that delights in finery ;" and other philofo-

phers have imagined, that the foul, after death,

takes pleafure in the fame purfuits it was fond

of while united to the body. What a heavenly

gratification, then, will it prove to the foul of a

toaft, while " (he rides in her cloud, on the
"

wings of the roaring wind," to look down
and view her remains upon earth, of as beautiful

a complexion, and as gaily and gaudily decorated,

as ever herfelf was while alive ?

VOL. i. B B One
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One of your predeceflbrs, Ifaac Bickerftaffe, I

think, tells us, that in a bed of fine tulips he

found the moft remarkable flowers named after

celebrated heroes and kings. He fpeaks of the

beauty and vivid colouring of the Black Prince,

and the Duke ofVendome^ of Alexander the Great,

the Emperor of Germany, the Duke of Marlbo-

rougb, and many others. How much more na-

tural, as well as more proper, would it be, to

have our flowers chriftened after thofe beautiful

females, to whom, in all probability, they really

owed their peculiar beauty ? We might have Lady

Flora, -Lady Violet, Mifs Lily, and Mifs Rofe,

and all the beauties of our remembrance reno-

vated to our admiring eyes.

I am much inclined to believe, that the im-

provement I am here fuggefting was known to,

and practifed by, the ancients, particularly by the

Greeks and Romans ;
for we read in their poets

ofNarciflus, Cyax, Smilax,a.n& Crocus, Hyacintbus,

Adonis, and Mintbe, being after their deaths me-

tamorphofed into flowers
;
and of the fitters of

Phaeton, Pyramus and Thi/be, Baucis and Phile-

mon, Daphne, Cypariffiis, and Myrrha, and many
more, being converted into trees. Now thefe

ftories, Mr. MIRROR, when llripped of their

poetical ornaments, can, in my opinion, bear no

other interpretation than that the afhes of thofe

people were applied to fuch ufeful purpofes as I

am now propofing.

You
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You will here obferve, Mr. MIRROR, that, be-

fides the great utility of the fcheme, there will be

much room for the imagination to delight itfelf,

in tracing out analogies, and refining upon the

general hint I have thrown out. Your Bath

Toyman would have many very ingenious con-

ceits upon the occafion, and would exercife his

genius in devifmg fanciful applications of the

different manures he would make it his bufinefs

to procure. He would have a plot of rue and

'wormwood raifed by old maidens ;
he would

apply the afhes of martyrs in love to his pine-
trees ; the duft of aldermen and rich citizens

might be ufed in the culture of plums and^oo/2-

berries; a fet of fine gentlemen would be laid

afide for the culture of cocks-combs^ none-fo-prettys^

and narciffufes ; the clergy and church-officers

would be manure for the holly and elder ; and

the poflhumous productions of poets would furnifli

bays and laurels for their fucceflbrs : but I tire

you, Mr. MIRRQR, with thefe trifling fancies;

the utility of my plan is what I value myfelf

upon, and defire your opinion of.

I am, Sir,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,

POSTHUMUS AGRICOLA.

B B 2
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N 53. TUESDAY, July 26, 1779.

To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR,

I
A M one of the young women mentioned

in two letters which you publifhed in your
1 2th and 25th Numbers, though I did not know
till very lately that our family had been put into

print in the MIRROR. Since it is fo, I think

I too may venture to write you a letter, which,

if it be not quite fo well written as my father's

(though I am no great admirerof his ftyle neither),

will at leaft be as true.

Soon after my Lady 's vifit at our

houfe, of which the laft of my father's letters

informed you, a fifter of his, who is married to

a man of bufmefs here in Edinburgh, came with

her hufband to fee us in the country ; and,

though my fifter Mary and I foon difcovered

many vulgar things about them, yet, as they

were both very good-humoured fort of people,

and took great pains to make themfelves agree-

able, we could not help looking with regret to

the time of their departure. When that drew

near, they furprifed us, by an invitation to me,
to
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to come and fpend fome months with my coufms

in town, faying, that my mother could not mifs

my company at home, while (he had fo good a

companion and afliftant in the family as her

daughter Mary.
To me there were not fo many allurements in

this journey as might have been imagined. I

had lately been taught to look on London as the

only capital worth vifiting ; befides that, I did

not expert the higheft fatisfadlion from the fo-

ciety I fhould meet with at my aunt's, which,

I confefs, I was apt to fuppofe none of the moft

genteel. I contrived to keep the matter in fuf-

penfe (for it was left entirely to my own deter-

mination), till I mould write for the opinion of

my friend Lady on the fubjecl ; for,

ever fince our firft acquaintance, we had kept

up a conftant and regular correfpondence. In

our letters, which were always written in a ftyle

of the warmeft affedion, we were in the way
of talking with the greateft freedom of every

body of our acquaintance. It was delightful,

as her ladyfhip exprefled it,
"

to unfold one's
"

feelings in the bofom of friendmip ;" and

me accordingly was wont to fend me the moft

natural and lively pictures of the company who
reforted to

; and I, in return, tranfmitted

her many anecdotes of thofe perfons which

chance, or a greater intimacy, gave me an op-

portunity of learning. To prevent difcovery
B B 3 we
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we correfpond under the fignatures of Hor-

tcnfia and Leonora ; and fome very particular in-

telligence her ladyfhip taught me not to com-
mit to ink, but to fet down in lemon juice. I

wander from my ftory, Mr. MIRROR ;

" but I

" cannot help fondly recalling (as Emilia in the
c novel fays) thofe halcyon days of friendfhip
" and felicity."

When her Ladymip's anfvver arrived, I found

her clearly of opinion that I ought to accept of

my aunt's invitation. She was very jocular on

the manners which me fuppofed I mould find in

that lady's family ;
but me faid I might take the

opportunity of making fome acquirements, which,

though London alone could perfect, Edinburgh

might, in fome degree, communicate. She con-

cluded her letter with requefting the continua-

tion of my correfpondence, and a narrative of

every thing that was paffing in town, efpecially

with regard to fome ladies and gentlemen of her

acquaintance, whom fhe pointed out to my par-

ticular obfervation.

To Edinburgh^ therefore, I accompanied my
aunt, and found a family very much difpofed to

make me happy. In this they might, perhaps,

have fucceeded more completely, had I not ac-

quired, frcm the inftrudions of Lady -,

and the company I faw at her houfe, certain

notions of polite life with which I did not find

any thing at Mr. 's correfpond. It was

often,
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often, indeed, their good-humour which offend-

ed me as coarfe, and their happinefs- that ftruck

me as vulgar. There was not fuch a thing as

hip or low fplrits among them, a fort of finery

which, at , I found a perfon of fafhion

could not poflibly be without.

They were at great pains to mew me any

fights that were to be feen, with fome of which

I was really little pleafed, and with others I

thought it would look like ignorance to feem

pleafed. They took me to \\\Qplay-bo7ife^ where

there was little company, and very little atten-

tion. I was carried to the concert, where the

cafe was exactly the fame. 1 found great fault

with both ;
for though I had not much fkill, I

had got words enough for rinding fault from my
friend Lady : upon which they made an

apology for our entertainment, by telling me,
that the play-boufe was, at that time, managed

by &fiddler^ and the concert was allowed to ma-

nage itfelf.

Our parties at home were agreeable enough.
I found Mr. 's and my aunt's vifitors

very different from what 1 had been made to ex-

pect, and not at all the cockmes my Lady ,

and fome of her humorous guefts, ufed to de-

fcribe. They were not, indeed, fo polite as the

fafhionable company I had met at her Lady-

fhip's ;
but they were much more civil. Among

the reft was my uncle-in-law's partner, a good-
B B 4 looking
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looking young man, who, from the firft, was fo

pirticularly attentive to me that my coufms

jokingly called him my lover
;
and even my aunt

fometimes told me ihe believed he had a ferious

attachment to me; but I took care not to give
him any encouragement, as I had always heard

my friend Lady talk of the wife of a

bourgeois as the moft contemptible creature in

the world.

The feafon at laft arrived, in which, I was told,

the town would appear in its gaiety, a great deal

of good company being expected at the Races.

For the Races I looked with anxiety, for another

reafon ; my dear Lady was to be here at

that period. Of this I was informed by a letter

from my fifter. From her Ladyfhip I had not

heard fora confiderable time, as fhe had been en-

gaged in a round of vifits to her acquaintance
in the country.

The very morning after her arrival (for I was

on the watch to get intelligence of her), I called

at her lodgings. When the fervant appeared,

he feemed doubtful about letting me in
;

at laft

he ufhered me into a little darkiih parlour,

.where, after waiting about half an hour, he

brought me word, that his Lady could not try

on the gown I had brought then, but defired me
to fetch it next day at eleven. I now perceived

there had been a miftake as to my perfon; and

telling the fellow, feme what angrily, that I was

no
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no mantua-maker, defired him to carry to his

Lady a flip of paper, on which I wrote with a

pencil the well-known name of Leonora. On his

going up ftairs, I heard a loud peal of laughter

above, and foon after he returned with a me-
fage, that Lady was forry {he was par-

ticularly engaged at prefent, and could not poffibly
fee me. Think, Sir, with what aftonifhment I

heard this meflage from Hortenjta. I left the

houfe, I know not whether moft afhamed or

angry ;
but afterwards I began to perfuade my-

felf, that there might be fome particular reafons

for Lady
T

s not feeing me at that time,

which fhe might explain at meeting ; and I im-

puted the terms of the meflage to the rudenefs or

fimplicity of the footman. All that day, and

the next, I waited impatiently for fome note of

explanation or enquiry from her Ladyihip, and

was a good deal difappointed when I found the

fecond evening arrive, without having received

any fuch token of her remembrance. I went,

rather in low fplrits^ to the play. I had not

been long in the houfe, when I faw Lady
enter the next box. My heart fluttered at the

fight ;
and I watched her eyes, that I might take

the firft opportunity of prefenting myfelf to her

notice. I faw them, foon after, turned towards

me, and immediately curtfied, with a fignificant

fmile, to my noble friend, who being fhort-

fighted,
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fighted, it would feem, which, however, I had

never remarked before, flared at me for fome

moments, without taking notice of my falute,

and at laft was juft putting up a glafs to her eye,

to point it at me, when a lady pulled her by the

fleeve, and made her take notice of fomebedy on

the oppofite fide of the houfe. She never after-

wards happened to look to that quarter where I

was feated.

Still, however, I was not quite difcouraged,

and, on an accidental change of places in our

box, contrived to place myfelf at the end of the

bench next her Ladyfhip's, fo that there was

only a piece of thin board between us. At the

end of the act, I ventured to afk her how
fh did, and to exprefs my happinefs at feeing

her in town, adding, that I had called the day

before, but had found her particularly engaged.
"
Why, yes," faid fhe,

"
Mijs Homefpun, I

am always extremely hurried in town, and
" have time to receive only a very few vifits ;

" bur I will be glad if you will come fome
"

morning and breakfaft with me but not to-

"
morrow, for there is a morning concert ; nor

" next day, for I have a mufical party at home.
" In fhort, you may come fome morning next
"

week, when the hurry will be over, and, if I

" am not gone out of town, I will be happy to

"
fee you." I don't know what anfwer I fhould

have

<c
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have made ; but fhe did not give me an oppor-

tunity ;
for a gentleman in a green uniform,

coming into the box, fhe immediately made

room for him to fit between us. He, after a

broad ftare full in my face, turned his back my
way, and fat in that pofture all the reft of the

evening.
I am not fo filly,

Mr. MIRROR, but I can

underftand the meaning of all this. My Lady,
it feems, is contented to have fome humble

friends in the country, whom fhe does not think

worthy of her notice in town
;
but I am de-

termined to mew her, that I have a prouder fpirit

than fhe imagines, and fhall not go near her,

either in town or country. What is more, my
father fhan't vote for her friend at next election,

if I can help it.

What vexes me beyond every thing elfe isj

that I had been often telling my aunt and her

daughters of the intimate footing I was on with

Lady , and what a violent friendfhip we
had for each other ; and fo, from envy, perhaps,

they ufed to nick-name me the Countefs^ and

Lady Leonora. Now that they have got this

ftory of the mantua-maker and the play-houfe

(for I was fo angry I could not conceal
it),

I am
afhamed to hear the name of a lady of quality

mentioned, even if it be only in a book from the

circulating library. Do write a paper, Sir, againft

pride and haughtinefe, and people forgetting their

country
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country friends and acquaintance, and you will

very much oblige

Yours, &c.

ELIZABETH HOMESPUN.

P. S, My uncle's partner, the young gentle-
man I mentioned above, takes my part when

my coufms joke upon intimates with great folks;

1 think he is a much genteeler and better bred

man than I took him for at firft.

z

N 54. SATURDAY, July 31, 1779.

AMONG the letters of my Correfpondents, I

^ri have been favoured with feveral containing

obfervations on the conduit and fuccefs of my
paper. Of thefe, feme recommend fubjects of

criticifm as of a kind that has been extremely

popular in fimilar periodical publications, and

on which, according to them, I have dwelt too

little. Others complain, that the critical papers

I have publifhed were written in a ftyle and

manner too abftrufe and technical for the bulk

of my readers, and defire me to remember, that

in a performance addrefled to the world, only

the language of the world mould be ufed.

I was
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I was laft night in a company where a piece

of converfation-criticifm took place, which, as the

fpeakers were well-bred peribns of both fexes,

was neceflarily of the familiar kind. As an en-

deavour, therefore, to pleafe both the above-

mentioned Correfpondents, I fhall fet down, as

nearly as I can recollect, the difcourfe of the

company. It turned on the tragedy of Zara, at

the reprefentation of which all of them had been

prefent a few evenings ago.
"

It is remarkable," faid Mr. ,

" what
" an sera of improvement in the French drama
*c

may be marked from the writings of M. de
" Voltaire. The cold and tedious declamation
" of the former French tragedians he had tafle

"
enough to fee was not the language of paffion,

" and genius enough to execute his pieces in a
"

different manner. He retained the eloquence
" of Corneille^ and the tendernefs of Racine ;

" but he never fufFered the firft to fwell into
"

bombaft, nor the other to fink into languor.
" He accompanied them with the force and
"

energy of our Sbakefpeare, whom he had the
" boldnefs to follow ;"

" and the meannefs to
"

decry," faid the lady of the houfe. " He
" has been unjuft to Shakefpeare, I confefs/'

replied Sir H. (who had been a confider-

able time abroad, and has brought home fome-

what more than the language and drefs of our

neighbours) j

"
yet I think I have obferved our

4<

partiality
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partiality for that exalted poet carry us as un-

reafonable lengths on the other fide. When
we afcribe to Shakefpeare innumerable beau-

ties, we do him but juftice; but, when we will

not allow that he has faults, we give him a

degree of praife to which no writer is entitled,

and which he, of all men, expected the leaft.

It was impoflible that, writing in the fitu-

ation he did, he fhould have efcaped inaccu-

racies ; fuffice it to fay, they always arofe

" from the exuberance of fancy, not the fterility
" of dulnefs."

" There is much truth in what you fay," an-

fwered Mr. ;

" but Voltaire was unjuft
"

when, not fatisfied with pointing out blemifhes
" in Sbakefpeare, he cenfured a whole nation as

" barbarous for admiring his works. He muft,
"

himfelf, have felt the excellence of a poet,
"
whom, in this very tragedy of Zara^ he has

" not difdained to imitate, arid to imitate very
"

clofely too. The fpeech otOrafmane (or Ofman,
" as the Engltfh tranflation calls him), beginning,

J' aurois d'un oeil ferene, d'une front inalterable,

'*
is almoft a literal copy of the complaint of

"
Othello:

Had it rain'd

All forts of curfes on me, &c.

" which is, perhaps, the reafon why our tranf-

<c
later has omitted it."

"
I do not pretend to

"
juftify
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**
juftify Voltaire" returned Sir H.

;

"
yet

"
it muft be remembered, in alleviation, that the

" French have formed a fort of national tafte

" in their theatre, correct, perhaps, almoft to

" coldnefs. In Britain, I am afraid, we are
"

apt to err on the other fide ; to miftake rhap-

fody for fire, and to applaud a forced meta-

phor for a bold one. I do not cite Dryden,

Lee, or the other poets of their age ;
for that

"
might be thought unfair

; but, even in the
"

prefent ftate of the Englijh ftage, is not my
*' idea warranted by the practice of poets, and
" the applaufe of the audience ? A poet of this

<c
country, who, in other paflages, has often

** touched the tender feelings with a mafterly
"

hand, gives to the hero of one of his lateft

"
tragedies, the following fpeech :

Had la voice like -/Etna when it roars,

For in my breaft is pent as fierce a fire,

I'd fpeak in flames.

<c That a man, in the fervour and hurry of com-
"

pofition, fhould fet down fuch an idea, is no-
"

thing ; that it fhould be pardoned by the au-
"

dience, is little
;
but that it fhould always pro-

" duce a clap, is ftrange indeed !"

" And is there nothing like this in French
"

tragedies ?" faid the lady of the houfe ;

" for

" there is, I think, abundance of it in fome of
" our late imitations of them/' "

Nay, in the

"
tranflation of Zayre, Madam," returned the

2 Baronet,
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Baronet,
" Hill has fometimes departed from

" the original, to fubftitute a fwelling and elabo-
"

rate diction. He forgets the plain foldierly
" character of the Sultan's favourite, Orafmin,
<c when he makes him fay,

Silent and dark

Th' unbreathing world is hufti'd, as if it heard

And liften'd to your forrows.

" The original is fimple defcription ;

Tout dort, tout eft tranquille, et 1'ombre de la nuit.

" And when the flave, in the 4th act, brings
" the fatal letter to the Sultan, and mentions the

circumftances of its interception, the tranflator

makes Ofman ftay to utter a fentiment, which

is always applauded on the Englifh ftage, but

is certainly, however noble in itfelf, very ill-

placed here :

. Approach me like a fubjeft

That ferves the Prince^ yet not forgets the man.

"
Ofman had no breath for words ; Voltaire gives

" him but five hurried ones :

Donne qui la portait ? donne."

"
I am quite of your opinion, Sir H ,"

faid Mr. ;

" and I may add, that even
" Voltaire feems to me too profufe of fentiments

" in Zara^ which, beautiful as they are, and
"

though exprefled with infinite delicacy, are

"
yet fomewhat foreign to that native language

" which feeling dictates, and by which it is

" moved.
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ct moved. I weep at a few fimple words ex-
"

preflive of diftrefs ;
I paufe to admire a fenti-

"
ment, and my pity is forgotten. The fingle

"
line uttered by Lt/Jignan, at the clofe of his

"
defcription of the maflacre of his wife and

"
children,

Helas ! et j'etais pere, et je ne pus mourir,

" moves me more than a thoufand fentiments,
4t how juft or eloquent foever."

*' If we think of the nobleft ufe of tragedy,"
faid Mrs. ,

" we fhall, perhaps, Sir, not
" be quite of your opinion. I, who am a mo-
"

ther, wifti my children to learn fome other
*'

virtues, befide companion at a play ; it is cer-
"

tainly of greater confequence to improve the
" mind than to melt it."

"
I am fure,

" Mamma," faid a young lady, her daughter,
" the fentiments of tragedy affect me as much as
" the moft piteous defcription. When I hear
" an exalted fentiment, I feel my heart, as it

"
were, fwell in my bofom, and it is always fol-

" lowed by a gufh of tears from my eyes."
u You tell us the effects of your feelings, child ;

" but you don't diftinguifh the feelings them-
"

felves. I would have, Gentlemen," continued

fhe,
" a play to be virtuous in its fentiments, and

"
alfo natural in its events. The want of the

"
latter quality, as well as of the former, has a

*' bad effect on young perfons ;
it leads them to

VOL. I. c C
"

fuppofe,
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"
fuppofe, that fuch a conduct is natural and

" allowable in common life, and encourages that
" romantic deception which is too apt to grow
"

up in minds of fenfibility. Don't you think,
c< that the fudden converfion of Zara to Chrifti-
"

anity, unfupported by argument, or conviction
" of its truth, is highly unnatural, and may
" have fuch a tendency as I have mentioned ?"

"
I confefs," faid Mr. ,

"
that has

"
always appeared to me an exceptionable paf-

"
fage."

"
I do not believe, Mamma," faid

the young lady,
"

that fhe was really converted
"

in opinion ;
but

J.
don't wonder at her cry-

"
ing out fhe was a Chriftian, after fuch a fpeech

"
as that of her father Lnfignan. I know my

"
heart was wrung with the fcene, that I could,

"
at that moment, have almoft become Mabo-

"
metan^ to have comforted the good old man."

^-Her mother fmiled
;

for this was exactly a

confirmation of her remark.
"

Voltaire? faid Sir H
,

"
has, like

"
many other authors, introduced a dark fcene

" into the laft act^of this tragedy ; yet it appears
" to me, that fuch a fcerie goes beyond the power
** of ftage deception, and always hurts the

"
piece. We cannot poffibly fuppofe, that two

"
perfons walking uppn the fame board do not

" fee each other, while we, fitting in a diftant

part of the houfe, fee both perfectly well."

I do recollect," faid the young lady,
"

at firft,

<{

wondering
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"
wondering how Zara could fail to fee Ofman ;

" but I foon forgot it."
" Thus it always is,"

replied Mr. M
,

"
in fuch a cafe ; if a

"
poet has eloquence or genius enough to com-

" mand the pailions, he eafily gets the better of
" thofe ftage improbabilities. In truth, the/centc
"

deception is of a very fmgular nature. It is

"
impoffible we fliould imagine ourfelves fpe&a-

"
tors of the real fcene, of which the ftage one

"
is an imitation ; the utmoft length we are, in

"
reality, carried, is to deliver over our minds to

"
that fympathy, which a proper and finking

"
reprefentation of grief, rage, or any other paf-

"
fiori, produces. You deftroy the deception, it

"
is faid, when any thing impertinent or ludi-

" crous happens on the ftage, or among the au-
" dience ; but you will find the very fame efFecT:,

" if a child blows his three-halfpenny trumpet,
" in the midft of a folo of Fifcber, or a fong of
" Rauzzini ; it flops the delightful current of
"

feeling which was carrying along the foul at

" the time, and diffatisfacYion and pain are the
" immediate confequence ; yet in ihejoto or the
" fong> no ûcn deception as the theatrical is pre-
" tended." Mr. delivered this with

the manner of one who had ftudied the
fubjec~l,

and nobody ventured to anfwer him.
" You were mentioning," faid Mrs.

,

" Voltaire^ imitation of Othello^ in this tragedy ;

"
I recollecl:,in the laft acl, a very ftrong inflance

C C 2 "of
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" of it, the concluding fpeech of Ofman^ before
" he ftabs himfelf, which feems to be exactly
" taken from that of the Moor, in a fimilar fitua-

"
tion." "

I remember both fpeeches well,"

faid Sir H
,

" and I think it may be dif-

"
puted, whether either of them be congenial

u
to the fituation ?"

" You will excufe me,
"

Sir H ," faid I,
"

if I hold them both
"

perfectly in nature. The calmnefs of defperate
" and irremediable grief will give vent to a fpeech
*'

longer and more methodical than the imme-
"

diate anguim of iome lefs deep and irretriev-

"
able calamity. Shakcfpeare makes Othello refer,

" in the inftant of ftabbing himfelf, to a ftory of
" his killing a 'Turk in Aleppo ; the moment of
"

perturbation, when fuch a paiTage would have
" been unnatural, is paft ; the act of killing him-
"

felf is then a matter of little importance ; and
"

his reference to a ftory feemingly indifferent,
"

marks, in my opinion, moft forcibly, and na-
"

turally, the deep and fettled horror on Othello's

"
foul. I prefer it to the concluding lines of the

"
Sultan's fpeech in Zara, which reft on the ftory

<4 of his own misfortune :

Tell 'em, I plung'd my dagger in her breaft ;

Tell 'em, I fo ador'd, and thus reveng'd her."

* You have talked a great deal of the author,"
faid the young lady,

" but nothing of the actors*

H Was not the part of Zara excellently per-

7
" formed ?"
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" formed ?" "
Admirably, indeed," replied

Mr.
;

"
I know no a&refs who poflefles

44
the power of fpeaking poetry beyond Mifs

44

Yomnge"
" Nor of feeling it neither, Sir,

"
I think." "

I did not mean to deny her
"

that quality ; but, in the other, I think (he is

44 unrivalled. She does not Breach, perhaps, the
41

impafiioned burft, the electric flam of Mrs.
44

Barry; nor has fhe that deep and thrilling note
*' of horror with which Mrs. Tales benumbs an
"

audience ;
but there is a melting tremble in her

"
voice, which, in tender paflages, is inimitably

" beautiful and affecting. Were I poet, I fhould
*'

prefer her fpeaking of my lines to that of any
"

actrefs I ever heard."
44 She owes, I believe," faid our Frenchman^

" much of her prefent excellence to her ftudy
44 of the FrenchJlage. I mean not to detract
44 from her merit : I certainly allow her more,
** when I fay, that her excellence is, in great
"

part, of her own acquirement, than fome of
" her ill-judging admirers, who afcribe it all to
" Nature. Our acStors, indeed, are rarely fen-
"

fible how much ftudy and application is due
44

to their profeffion ; people may be fpouters
4t without culture

;
but laborious education alone

44 can make perfect a&ors. Feeling, and the
44 imitative fympathy of paflion, are, undoubt-
44

edly, derived from Nature ; but Art alone can
" beftow that grace, that refined expreffion, with-

c c 3
"

out
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1 out which feeling will often be awkward, and
"

paffion ridiculous."

z

N55- TUESDAY, Auguft ^ 1779,

Dccipimur fpecie re&i. HOR.

QINCERITY, hy which I mean honefty in men's^
dealings with each other, is a virtue praifed

by every one, and the practice of it is, I believe,

more common than gloomy moralifts are willing
to allow. The love of truth, and of juftice, are

fo ftrongly implanted in our minds, that few

men are fo hardened, or fo infenfible, as know-

ingly and deliberately to commit dimoneft ac-

tions; and a little obfervation foon convinces

thofe who are engaged in a variety of tranfac-

tions, that honefty is wifdom, and knavery folly.

But though, according to this acceptation of

the phrafe, men are feldom infmcere, or
literally

difhoneft, in the ordinary tranfaclions of life ;

yet,
I believe, there is another and a higher

fpecies of fmcerity, which is very feldom to be

met with in any degree of perfection ; I

mean that fmcerity which leads a man to be

honeft
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honeft to himfelf, arid to his own mind, and

which will prevent him from being impofed

upon, or deceived by his own paffions and in-

clinations. From that fecret approbation which

our mind leads us to give to what is virtuous

and honourable, we cannot eafily bear the con-

fcioufnefs of being difhoneft. Hence, there-

fore, when men are defirous to give way to their

evil inclinations and paffions, they are willing,

nay, at times, they are even at pains to deceive

themfelves. They look out for forne fpecious

apology, they feek for fome colour and difguife,

by which they may reconcile their conduct to

the appearance of right, and may commit wrong,
under the belief that they are innocent, nay,

fometimes, that they are acting a praife-wprthy

part. Thus there are men who would abhor

the thought of deceiving others, who are con-

ftantly deceiving themfelves ; and, while they
believe that they are fmcere, and are really fo, in

the reftricted fenfe in which I have ufed this

word, are, in all the important actions of their

life, under the influence of deceit.

Eubulus is a judge in one of the courts of

law. Eubulus believes himfelf a very honeft

judge ; and it is but doing him juftice to al-

low, that he would not, for any confideration,

knowingly, give an unjuft decifion ; yet Eu-
bulus hardly ever gave a fair judgment in any
caufe where he was connected with, or knew any

c c 4 thing
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thing about the parties. If either of them hap-

pen to be his friend or relation, or connected

with his friends or relations, Eubulus is fure

always to fee the caufe in a favourable light for

that friend. If, on the other hand, one of the

parties happens to be a perfon whom Eubulus

has a diflike to, that party is fure to lofe his

fuit. In the one cafe, he fits down to examine

the caufe, under all the influence and partiality

of friend (hip ; his cool fenfes are run away
with ; his judgment is blinded, and he fees no-

thing but the arguments on the fide of his

friend, and overlooks every thing ftated againft

him. In the other cafe, he acts under the imr

preflions of diflike, and his judgment is accord-

ingly fo determined. A caufe was lately brought
before Eubulus^ where every feeling of humanity
and compaffion prompted the wifh, that one of

the parties might be fuccefsful ; but the right

was clearly on the other fide. Eubulus fat down
to examine it with all the tender feelings full in

his mind ; they guided his judgment, and he

determined contrary to juftice. During all this,

JLubulus believes himfelf honeft. In one fenfe of

the word he is fo ; he does not, knowingly or

deliberately, give a difhoneft judgment ; but, in

the higher and more extenfive meaning of the

word, he is difhoneft. He fuffers himfelf to be

impofed on by the feelings of friendship and hu-

manity. Nay, far from guarding againft it, he

aids
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aids the impofition, and becomes the willing dupe
to his own inclinations.

Licinius was a man of learning and of fancy:
he lived at a time when the factions of this

country were at their greateft height : he entered

into all of them with the greateft warmth, and,

in fome of the principal tranfactions of the time,

acted a confiderable part. With warm attach-

ments, and ungoverned zeal, his opinions were

violent, and his prejudices deep-rooted. Licinius

wrote a hiftory of his own times : his zeal for

the interefts he had efpoufed is confpicuous ; the

influence of his prejudices is apparent ; his opi-
nion of the characters of the men of whom he

writes, is almoft every where dictated by his

knowledge of the party to which they belonged ;

and his belief or difbelief of the difputed facts

of the time, is directed by the connections they
had with his own favourite opinions. Pbldlppus
cannot talk with patience of this hiftory or its

author ; he never fpeaks of him but as of a mean

lying fellow, who knowingly wrote the tales of

a party, and who, to ferve a faction, wilhed to

deceive the Public. Pbldlppus is miftaken : 2J-

clnlus, in one fenfe of the word, was perfectly
honeft

; he did not wifti to deceive
; but he was

himfelf under the influence of deception. The
heat of his fancy, the violence of his zeal, led

him away ;
convinced that he was much in the

right, he was defirous to be ftill more fo ; he

viewed,
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viewed, and was at pains to view every thing in

one light ;
all the characters, and all the tranf-

aHons of the time, were feen under one colour ;

and, under this deception, he faw, and thought,
and wrote. When Phidippus accufes Licmius of

being wilfully difhoneft, he is miftaken, and is

under the influence of a like deception with that

of Llcinlus. Licinius wrote unfairly, becaufe

he faw every thing in one light, and was not at

pains to guard againft felf-deception, or to cor-

rect erroneous judgment. Phidippus judges of

Licinius unfairly, becaufe he alfo is under the in-

fluence of party, becaufe his fyftetn and opinions
are different from thofe of Licinius, and becaufe

this leads him to judge harfhly of every one who
thinks like Licinius.

Lyfander is ayoung man of elegance and fenti-

ment ; but he has a degree of vanity which makes

him wifti to be poflefled of fortune, not to hoard,

but to fpend it. He has a high opinion of fe-

male merit
;
and would not, for any confidera-

tion, think of marrying a woman for whom he

did not believe he felt the moft fincere and ar-

dent attachment. In this fituation of mind he

became acquainted with Leonora : Leonoras fa-

ther was dead, and had left her poflefled of a

very confiderable fortune ; Lyfander had heard

of Leonora^ and knew me was poflefled of a

fortune before ever he faw her. She is not re-

markable either for the beauties of perfon or of

mmdj
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mind ;
but the very firft time Lyfander faw her,

he conceived a prepofleflion in her favour, and

which has now grown into a ftrong attachment.

Lyfander believes it is her merit only which has

produced this
; and he would hate himfelf, if

he thought Leonoras being poflefled of a fortune

had had the leaft influence upon him. But he

is miftaken
;
he does not know himfelf, nor that

fecret power, the defire of wealth has over him.

The knowledge of Leonoras being an heirefs,

made him fecretly wifli her to be poflefled of

perfonal merit before he faw her ; when he did

fee her, he converted his wifhes into belief; he

deiired to be deceived, and he was fo. He con-

ceived that me was poflefled of every accom-

plifhment of perfon and of mind
; and his ima-

gination being once warmed, he believed and

thought that he felt a moft violent attachment.

Had Leonora been without a fortune, me would

never have drawn Lyfander's attention
; he would

have never thought more highly of her merit

than he did of that of moft other women ; and he

would not have become the dupe of his wifhes

and defires.

Amanda is a young lady of the moft amiable

difpofitions. With an elegant form, me poflefles

a moft uncommon degree of fenfibility. Her

parents refide at Bellfield, in a fequeftered part

of the country, Here me has few opportu-

nities of being in fociety, and her time has

chiefly
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chiefly been fpent in reading. Books of fenti-

ment, novels, and tender poetry, are her greateft

favourites. This kind of reading has increafed

the natural warmth and fenfibility of her mind :

it has given her romantic notions of life, and

particularly warm and paffionate ideas about love.

The attachment of lovers, the fweet union of

hearts, and hallowed fympathy of fouls, are con-

tinually pictured in her mind. Philemon, a dif-

tant relation of Amanda
, happened to pay a

vifit to Bellfield. Amanda $ romantic notions

had hitherto been general, >and had no object to

fix upon. But it is difficult to have warm feel-

ings long, without directing them to fome object.

After a fhort acquaintance, Philemon became very

particular in his attentions to her. Amanda was

not difpleafed with them ; on the contrary, {he

thought fhe faw in him all thofe good qualities

which fhe felt in her own mind. Every look

that he gave, and every word that he fpoke,

confirmed her in this. Every thing fhe wifhed

to be in a lover, every thing her favourite au-

thors told her a lover ought to be poflefled of,

flie believed to be in Philemon. Her parents per-

ceived the fituation of her mind. In vain did

they reprefent to her the danger fhe run, and that

fhe had not yet acquaintance enough ofPhilemon

to know any thing, with certainty, about his

character. She afcribed thefe admonitions to the

too great coldnefs and prudence of age, and fhe

difregarded
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disregarded them. Thus did Amanda believe

herfelf deeply enamoured with Philemon; but

it could not be with Philemon , for me knew
little of him. She was the dupe of her own
wiflies

;
and fhe deceived herfelf into a belief

that (he was warmly attached to him, when it

was only an ideal being of her own creation

that was the object of her pafiion. Philemon

may be worthy of the love of Amanda^ or

Amanda may be able to preferve the deception

{he is under even after marriage ; but her danger
is apparent.

The influence of felf-deception is wonderfully

powerful. Different as are the above perfons,

and different as are their fituations, all have been

under its guidance. As obferved above, difho-

nefty, in our ordinary tranfaclions in the world,

is a vice which only the moft corrupted and

abandoned are in danger of falling into ; but

that difhonefty with ourfelves, which leads us

to be our own deceivers, to become the dupes
of our own prevailing paffions and inclinations,

is to be met with more or lefs in every character.

Here we are, as it were, parties to the deceit,

and, inftead of wifhing to guard againft it, we

become the willing flaves of its influence. By
this means, not only are bad men deceived by
evil paffions into the commiffion of crimes, but

even the worthieft men, by giving too much

way to the bell and moft amiable feelings of the

heart,
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heart, may be led into fatal errors, and into the

moft prejudicial mifcondut.

Did men, however, endeavour to guard againft

the influence of this felf-deceit
; did they coolly,

and on all interefting occafions, examine into the

principles and motives of their conduct ; did they
view themfelves not under the mift and cover of

paffion, but with the eyes of an impartial fpec-

tator, much might be done to avoid the dangers
I have pointed out.

S

N 56. SATURDAY, Augujl 7, 1779.

TH E firft of the two following Letters I re-

ceived fome time ago from my friend Mr.

Umphraville ; and I think I need make no apo-

logy, either to him or my readers, for giving it

a place in this day's MIRROR.

T
MY DEAR SIR,

HE moment that I found myfelf difengaged

from bufmefs, you know I left the frnoke

and din of your blefled city, and hurried away
to pure ikes and quiet at my cottage.

I found
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I found my good fifter in perfect health, free

from flying rheumatic pains, agueifh complaints,

flight megrims, and apprehenfions of the tooth-

ach, and all the other puny half-pangs that in-

dolence is heir /<?, and that afford a kind ofcom-

fort to the idle, by fupplying them with topics

of complaint and converfation.

You muft have heard that our fpring was

fmgularly pleafant ; but. how pleafant it was

you could not feel in your duflcy atmofphere.

My fifter remarked, that it had a faint refem-

blance of the fpring in . Although I omit

the year, you may believe that feveral feafons

have pafled away fince that animating azra re-

collected by my fifter.
" Alas ! my friend,'*

faid I,
" feafons return, but it is only to the

young and the fortunate." A tear ftarted in

her eye ; yet fhe fmiled, and refumed her tran-

quillity.

We fauntered through the kitchen-garden,

and admired the rapid progrefs of vegetation.
"

Every thing is very forward," faid my fifter
;

" we muft begin to bottle goofeberries to-mor-
" row." "

Very forward, indeed," anfwered I.

" This reminds me of the young ladies whom
"

I have feen lately ; they feemed forward
"

enough, though a little out of feafon too."

It was a poor witticifm ;
but it lay in my

way, and I took it up. Next morning the

gardener came into our breakfafting-parlour :

"
Madam,"



400 T H E M I R R O R. N* $6.

"
Madam," faid he,

"
all the goofeberries are

"
gone.'*

" Gone ! cried Ay fifter
;

" and who
1 could be fo audacious ? Brother, you are a
*
juftice of the peace ; do make out a warrant

u
direclly to fearch for and apprehend. We

*' have an agreeable neighbourhood indeed ; the
"

infolence of the rabble of fervants, of low-
" born purfe-proud fclks, is not to be endured."

a The goofeberries are not away," con-

tinued the gardener,
"
they are all lying in heaps

" under the bufhes ; lafl night's froft, and a hail-

" fhower this morning, have made the crop
"

fail."
" The crop fail !" exclaimed my fifter ;

44 and where am I to get goofeberries for bot-
"

tling ?" Come, come, my dear," faid I,
"
they

"
tell me that, in Virginia, pork has a peculiar

<c
flavour, from the peaches on which the hogs

** feed ; you can let in your goflings to pick up
" the goofeberries ;

and I warrant you that this

*' unlooked-for food will give them a relim far

"
beyond that of any green geefe of our neigfr-

" hour's at the caftle."
"
Brother," replied me,

"
you are a philofopher." I quickly difcovered

that, while endeavouring to turn one misfortune

into jeft,
I recalled another to her remembrance ;

for it feems, that, by a feries of domeftic cala-

mities, all her goflings had periihed.

A verv promifing family of turkey-chicks has

at length confoled her for the fate of the goflings;

and on her rummaging her ftore-room, me finds

that
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that (be has more bottled goofeberries left of laft

year, than will fuffice for the prefent occafions of

our little family.

What fhall I fay of my fifter ? Her under-

ftanding is excellent ; and fhe is religious with-

out fuperftition. Great have been her misfor-

tunes, poor woman ! and I can bear teftimony
to her fortitude and refignation under them ;

and yet the verieft trifles imaginable unhinge her

mind.

That people of fenfe fhould allow themfelves

to be affeded by the moft trivial accidents is

abfurd and ridiculous. There are, indeed, fome

things, which, though hardly real evils, cannot

fail to vex the wifeft, and difcompofe the equa-

nimity of the moft patient ; for example, that

fulfome court paid by the vulgar to rich upftarts,

and the daily flights to which decayed nobility

is expofed.
I hope that your periodical eflays find favour

in the fight of the idle and frivolous. You may
remember I told you long ago, that I would

never read any of them. The pertifal of them

could not make me efteem you more than I do

already ; and it might bring many fafhionable

follies to my knowledge, of which I am happily

ignorant. I ever am,

Yours affectionately,

EDW D UMPHRAVILLE.

VOL. I. D D
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To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR.

SIR, Edinburgh, July 23, 1779.

T A M confined, by the occupations of a labo-

* rious employment, to a conftant refidence in

town. During the fummer and autumn, how-

ever, I fometimes can afford a day, which I wifh

to fpend in a jaunt to the country. I lived in the

country, Sir, in my earlier days ; and whenever

I hear a wood, a meadow, or the banks of a river

mentioned, I always think of peace, of happiriefs,

and innocence.

This feafon I have had a friend in town, who

being an idle man, is a great maker of parties.

Among others, he contrives to get people toge-

ther of a Saturday or a Sunday, to go and dine

in the country, which he fays, in the neighbour-
hood of Edinburgh, affords fome of the moft

beautiful and romantic fcenes he ever faw. Laft

Saturday I was afked to join in one of his parties

of this fort ;
to which, being a lover of rural

fcenes, as I mentioned before, I readily con-

fented.

My friend had the ordering of every thing on

our expedition. The carriages he had befpoke

did not arrive at the place of meeting till near

an hour after the time appointed ; and, when

they did come, we had another hour to wait for

our
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our conductor, who having fet up at a toiv?i~

party till five that morning, was not willing to

be difturbed till mid-day.
We arrived at the place of our destination be-

twixt two and three. I immediately propofed a

walk, to enjoy the beauty of the fields, and the

purity of the air
; but my propofal was over-

ruled, from the confideration of the near ap-

proach of dinner ; fome of the company like-

\vife obferving, that the evening was the pro-

pereft time for walking in this hot weather.

Mean time, a cup was called for, which, in this

fame hot weather, was pronounced vaftly plea-

fant, and my friend declared was more refrefli-

ing to him than the pureft air under heaven.

Dinner was foon after brought in, which con-

fifted of a profufion of meat, ill drefled, and ferved

up in a flovenly flyle. This, however, was a

country'-dinner, and people were not to be nice in

the country. So we fat, enjoying the pleafures

ofthe country, amidft the fleams of greafy broth,

rufty ham, and {linking mutton : our ears delight-

ed with the jingle of bells, and the hallooing of

guefls in the flair- cafe, which were very ineffectu-

ally anfwered by the buftle of an awkward waiter,

and a fat hoyden of a chambermaid.

When the table-cloth was removed, our con-

ductor, who faid he found himfelf much the

better for his dinner, called for the landlord, and

defired him to fend in a particular fort of wine,

D r> 2 the
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the flavour of which he highly commended. An
old proverbial recipe was cited to him, by a red-

faced gentleman at the bottom of the table, which

fignifies, that a man fliould drink a bottle to-

day, as a cure for the effe&s of two or three

drank yefterday. 'Twas a prefcription very
much fuited to the inclination of my friend, who

declared, after having drank a bottle of it, that

he never was better in all his life. Nobody
mentioned the evening being a proper time for

walking ; fo we fat till our carriages were at the

door, arid till we difpatched four laft bottles after

their arrival. The poft-boys, whofe patience

needed fome cordial to maintain it, were bufy in

their way below ; fo that, when at the laft we got

into the chaifes, they were as drunk as drunk

as we were. The carriage in which another gen-
tleman and I were placed was over-turned about

a mile from town : I efcaped with a fprained

ancle ; but my friend had his collar-bone broke.

Now, Mr. MIRROR, I incline to think, that

a man may find a bad dinner, and get drunk

after it, juft as well in town as in the country ;

and, in the firft cafe, he will have the advantage

of faving his bones, the chaife-hire, and the tax

upon poft-horfes.

I am, &c.

CIVIS.
V
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thinking man will deny, that travelling

into foreign countries is, in certain fitua-

tions, attended with many and great advantages.
It polifhes the manners of the courtier, enlarges
the views of the ftatefman, and furnifhes the

philofopher with a more extenfive field of ob-

fervation, and enables him to form more cer-

tain conclufions with regard to the nature and

character of man. At the fame time, I have

often been difpofed to doubt, how far it is an

eligible thing for a private gentleman, without

talents and inclination for public life, to fpend
much of his time abroad, to acquire a relifh for

foreign manners, and a tafte for the fociety of

a fet of men, with whom neither his ftation nor

his fortune entitles him to aflbciate in the after-

part of his life. The following letter on this

fubjecl: may, perhaps, be acceptable to my
readers :
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To the AUTHOR of the MIRROR,

SIR,
T% /T o s T of your predeceflbrs have favoured

the public with fpeculations on travelling ;

and they have been at pains to point out the

abufes of it that from time to time have pre-

vailed among us. In the Spe&atof) the abfurdity

of a fond mother and mother's own fon going

together to make the tour of Europe, in order to

learn men and things, is expofed in a very maf-

terly manner. If I have not been mitinformed,
that admirable efTay was the production of a

young man, who afterwards, by his great talents

and eminent virtues, added dignity to the higheft

office in the law of England, which he filled

many years with the entire approbation of all

good men.

In the World, the folly of fending an ig-

norant booby to travel, who looked with con-

tempt on the French and Italians, becaufe they
did not fpeak Englijh, is held up to ridicule in

a vein of wit, and with an elegance of expreffion,

that mark the compofitions of the Earl of

Cbefterfald,

A correfpondent in your own paper has point-

ed out the fatal effects of a practice, unknown till

within thefe few years, offending boys to foreign

fchools
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fchools, or academies, where, according to his

account of the matter, they learn nothing but vice

and folly.

Although travelling has proved equally fatal

to me, my cafe is very different from any of thofe

I have mentioned ;
I (hall, therefore, take the

liberty to give an account of myfelf, from

which you and your readers will be beft able to

judge, whether making what is called the grand
tour^ be an advifable thing for perfons in my
circumstances and fituation.

I am the only fon of a gentleman of fortune

and family. My father, who was himfelf a

man of letters, wifhed to give me a liberal edu-

cation, and was defirous to unite the folidity

of the ancient fyftem with that eafe and grace,

which, of late, have been cultivated fo much,
and which, by fome, have been thought the

moft eflential of all acquirements. Soon after

my twentieth year my father died, leaving me

poflefled of a family-eftate of a thoufand pounds

a-year, and (I hope I may fay it without vanity)

with as great a (hare of knowledge as any of

my contemporaries could boaft of. The tour of

Europe was the only thing wanting to complete

my education. Intimately acquainted with the

celebrated characters of antiquity, and an en-

thufiaftic admirer of their virtues, I longed to

vifit Italy^
to fee the fpot where Sctfio triumphed,

where Cafor fell, where Cicero harangued. Full

r> D 4 of
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of thefe ideas, I fet out on my travels ; and,

after paffing fome time in France, I proceeded to

Rome. For a while, antiquity was my great ob-

ject, and every remain of Roman greatnefs at-

tracted my attention. Afterwards mujic, of

which I had always been a lover, and paint-

ing, for which I acquired a tafte in Italy, occu-

pied much of my time
; but, whilft engaged in

thefe favourite purfuits, I did not neglect any

opportunity of mingling in fociety with the na-

tives, and of obferving their manners and cuftoms.

I lived too on the moft intimate footing with

the Britifh at the different courts I vifited ; and

I doubted not that the friendfhips I then formed

with men of the firft diftinction in my own

country, would be as lading as they appeared
to be warm and fmcere. If the pleafures in

which we indulged, arid which, by degrees,

came to occupy almoft the whole of my time,

fometimes bordered on the licentious, they
were at leaft attended with an elegance,

which, in fome meafure, difguifed the defor-

mity of vice.

Various reafons, which it is needlefs now to

mention, at length conftrained me to return

home. As I approached my feat in the county
of

?
I felt a tender fatisfaclion at the

thought of revifiting thofe fcenes where I had

fpent fo many happy days in the
"

early morn

f ltfe
"

ancl of feeing again the companions
of
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of my youthful fports, many of whom I knew
had fettled in the country, and lived on their

cftates in my neighbourhood. My arrival was

no fooner known, than they flocked to welcome

me home. The friends of my father, and their

fons, my old companions, were equally fmcere

and warm in their compliments ; but, though I

was pleafed with their attachment, I could not

help being difgufted with the blunt plainnefs

of their manners. Their converfation ufually

turned on fubjedts in which I could not poflibly

be interefled. The old got into keen political

debate, or diflertations on farming ; and the

young talked over their laft fox-chafe, or recited

the particulars of their laft debauch. If I at-

tempted to give the converfation a different turn,

they remained filent, and were altogether inca-

pable to talk of thofe fubjects on which I had

been accuftomed to think and to fpeak. If I

mentioned the GabrielH^ or the Mignotti^ they
were as much at a lofs as I was when they joined

in praifmg the notes of Juno or of Jowler : if

the proportions of Venus of Medicis were talked

of, one would perhaps afk, what a dead beauty

was good for ? another would fwear, that, in his

mind, Polly was a better-made girl than

any heathen goddefs, dead or alive.

By degrees my neighbours gave me up alto-

gether. They complained that I was a ftrange

fellow,
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fellow, who hated company, and had no notion,

of life. I confefs I was rather pleafed with

their neglect, and in my own mind preferred

folitude to fuch fociety : but folitude at length
became irkfome, and I longed again to mingle
in focietv. With that view I went to the races

m

at Edinburgh^ where I was told I fiiould meet

with all the polite people of this country. The

night I arrived, I accompanied to the aflembly a

female relation, almoft the only acquaintance I

had in town. If yon, Mr. MIRROR, be a fre-

quenter of public places, I need not tell you
how much I was (Iruck on entering the room.

Dark, dirty, mean, offenfive to every fenfe, it

feemed to referable a large barn, rather than a

room allotted for the reception of polite com-

pany. I had no fooner entered, than I was hur-

ried along by the crowd to the farther end of the

hall, where the firft thing that caught my eye

was an old lady, who, it feems, prefided for the

night, and was at that inftant employed in diftri-

buting tickets, to afcertain the order in which

the ladies were to dance. She was furrounded

by a clufter of perfons of both fexes, all of whom

fpoke at the fame time, and fome of them, as I

thought, with a voice and gefture rather rough

and vehement.

This important part of the ceremonial being

at length adjufted, the dancing began. My con.

dudtref^
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ductrefs afked me, if I did not think the ladies,

in general, handfome ? I told her (and that

without any compliment), that I thought them

more than commonly beautiful
;

" but me-
"

thinks," added I,
" the gentlemen are not,

"
either in dreis or appearance, fuch as I Ihould

<c have expected."
"
O," replied me,

" have a

**
little patience, the men of famion are not yet

** come in
;

this being the firft .day of the races,
"

they are dining with the ftewards." I had

not time to make any obfervation on the pro-

priety of allowing ladies to go unattended

to a public place, to wait four hours there in

expectation of the gentlemen with whom they
were to dance ; for, at the inftant, a loud noife

at the lower end of the hall attracted my notice.

" There they come,
1 '

laid me
;
and I loon per-

ceived a number of young gentlemen ftaggeririg

up the room, all of them fluttered, fome of

them perfectly intoxicated. Their behaviour

(I forbear to mention the particulars) was fuch

as might be expected.

In a few days I was quite fatisfied with the

amufements of Edinburgh^ and with pleafure

retired once more to my folitude at .

There, however, I again fell a facrifice to ennui :

I could contrive no way to fill up my time.

After paffing two or three tedious years, I re-

folved to make one effort more, and fet out for

London^ in hopes of meeting thofe friends with

whom
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whom I had lived fo happily abroad, and in

whofe fociety I now expected to receive pleafure

without allay.

Upon enquiry, I found that almoft all my
friends were in town, and next morning fallied

forth to wait upon them. But nowhere could

I gain admittance. It did not occur to me that

thofe doors, which, at Rome or Naples, flew

open at my approach, could, at London, be fhut

againft me. I therefore concluded I had called

at an improper time, and that the hours of Lon-

don (with which I was but little acquainted)

differed from thofe we had been accuftomed to

abroad.

In that belief I went to the Opera in the even-

ing. I had not been there long before Lord

happened to come into the very box where I was.

With Lord 1 had lived in habits of the moft

intimate friendmip, and, in a lefs public place,

I fhould have embraced him with open arms.

Judge then of my aftonimment, when he re-

ceived my compliments with the coldnefs of the

moft perfect indifference. It is needlefs to run

through the mortifying detail. From all my
friends I met with much the fame reception.

One talked of the bufinefs of parliament, an-

other of his engagements at the Sfavoir Vivre^

or the Coterie. The Duke of , who then

filled one of the great offices of ftate, alone

fcemed to retain his former fendments. One

day
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day he took me into his clofet, and, after fome

general converfation, folicited my intereft in the

county of
,
for Mr. . I told him,

that my engagements to the other candidate were

fuch, that I could not poflibly comply with his

requeft. He feemed perfectly fatisfied, and we

parted on the beft terms ; but from that day forth,

his Grace never happened to be at home when I

did myfelf the honour of calling on him.

Chagrined and mortified, I returned to Scot-

land. When I had got within a hundred miles

of my own houfe, I obferved, from the road, a

gentleman's feat, the beauty and elegance of

which ftruck me fo much, that I flopped the

carriage, and afked the poft-boy to whom it be-

longed ?
" To Mr. Manly? faid he.

"
What,

" Charles Manly ?" Before I could receive an

anfwer, my friend appeared in a field at a little

diftance. Manly and I had been educated at

the fame fchool, at the fame univerfity, and had

fet out together to make the tour of Europe.
But after we had been fome time in Fra?ice he

was called home, by accounts that his father lay

dangeroufly ill. From that time a variety of

accidents had prevented our meeting. We now

met as if we had parted but yefterday ;
with the

fame freedom, the fame warmth, the fame glow
of friendship, heightened, if poffible, by our long

reparation.

During
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During my flay at his houfe, I told him all

my diftrefles, all my difappointments. When I

had done,
" To be plain with you, my friend,"

faid he,
"

I cannot help thinking that moft of
"

your difappointments muft be imputed to your*
c

felf. Your long refidence abroad, and your
" attachment to foreign manners, has led you to
"

judge rather haftily of your countrymen.
<c Had you been lefs rafh, you might have dif-
" covered virtues in your neighbours that would,
*' in fome meafure, have made up for the want
" of that high polim and refinement which they
<l cannot be expected to poffefs. From what
*'

you faw at Edinburgh in the hurry of a race
"

week, and from the behaviour of a fet of men,
" who think that fafhionable diftindlion confifts

"
in indulgence in low pleafures and grofs amufe-

"
ments, you have drawn conclufions equally

" unfavourable and unjuft. I know, from ex-
"

perience, that nowhere are to be found men
" of more agreeable converfation, or women
" more amiable and refpedable. Your late dif-

<c

appointment, in the reception you met with
" from your foreign friends, proceeds from a
" miftake not uncommon, from confounding
"

that companionfhip, fo apt to produce a tem-
"

porary union among young men, when en-
"

gaSe^ ^ n tne âme pleafures and amufements,
" with real friendfhip, which feldom or never

has
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" has been found to fubfift between men dif-

"
fering much in rank and condition, and whole

" views and objects in life do not in fome mea-
" fure coincide.'*

I am now, Mr. MIRROR, fully convinced of

the truth of Manias obfervations ; and am every

day more and more fatisfied, that it is a misfor-

tune for a private gentleman, who means to pafs

his days in his native country, to become at-

tached to foreign manners and foreign cuftoms,

in fo confiderable a degree, as a long refidence

abroad, in the earlier period of life, feldom fails

to produce*

I am, &c.

ALONZO.
M



4i6 T H E M I R R O R. N 58.

Na

58. SATURDAY, Auguft 14, 1779.

Vcniam damus petimufque viciflim. HOR.

TH E mutual complaints of Mr. and Mrs.

Gold, which have been communicated in

a former paper, together with fome complaints
offlmilar family-diftrefles, which I have received

from other correfpondents, often remind me
of the happy effects which my friends Horatio

and Emilia have experienced from an oppofite

temper and conduct.

Horatio, though he obtained a very liberal

education, lived till the age of twenty-five
almoft intirely in the country. The fmall for-

tune which he inherited from his father being
about this time increafed by his fucceedfng to a

diftant relation, he afterwards fpent fome years

in this city, in London, and in making the ufual

tour on the continent.

Soon after his return, he married the young
and beautiful Emilia, to whom he had become

warmly attached, not fo much on account of

her beauty, as from an expreilion of a fweet,

though lively temper, which marked her coun-

tenance which, when admitted to a more in-

7 timate
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timate acquaintance, he found to be justified by
her conversation and manners. *

Emilia 's father was addicted to pleafure and

expence, and her mother, though more accom-

pliihed, of a fimilar difpofition. In their family

he had been accuflorned to a life of more than

ordinary gaiety.

Though Horatio felr, irt all its extent, that

paflion which is nowife favourable to a juft

eftimation of character, thefe circumflances had

not efcaped his notice ;
and he failed not to ob-

ferve that Emilia had acquired a ftronger at-

tachment to the pleafures of a town life, than

was either right in itfelf, or agreeable to that

preference for domeftic fociety, and the quiet of

a country life, which he had always felt, and

which he ftill wifhed to gratify.

In place, however, of acquainting Emilia

with his tafte in thefe particulars, he judged it

better to let her enjoy that ftyle of life to which

fhe had been accuftomed, not doubting, from

the natural good fenfe and fweetnefs of her dif-

pofition, that her own tafte might gradually be

corrected, and that as his fhould from time to

time fall under her obfervation, it might con-

tribute to the change.

He took up his refidence, therefore, in town
;

and though Emilia went into company, and

frequented public places more -e could

have wifhed, he complied with her inclination

VOL. i. r. E in



4i3 T H E M I R R O R. N 58.

in thefe particulars, partook of her amufements

when he was not neceffarily engaged, and,

when he did fo, carefully avoided betraying

that indifference or difguft which he often felt.

While Horatio, however, gave way to the

tafte of Emilia, he never loft the inclination,

nor negledted the means of reforming it.

Amidft the gaiety to which ihe had been ac-

cuftomed, Emilia had early formed a tafte for

the elegant writers, both of this country and

of France) and the fame fenfibility and delicacy

of mind which led her to admire them, made

her no lefs fenfible of the beauties of a polimed
and refined converfation. It was this which

had firft gained the affe&ions of Horatio; it

was to this he trufted for effecting the reforma-

tion he defired.

He was at pains, therefore, to cultivate and

encourage this literary tafte in Emilia. He

frequently took occafion to turn the converfa-

tion to fubje&s of literature, and to dwell on

the beauties, or mention the ftriking paflages,

of this or that author; and would often en-

gage Emilia in a fine poem, an affe&ing tra-

gedy, or an interefting novel, when, but for

that circumftance, me would have been ex-

haufting her fpirits
at a ball, or wafting the

night at cards.

Nor was he lefs ftudious in forming her tafte

for company than for books. Though he had

never
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never aimed at an extenfive acquaintance, Ho-

ratio enjoyed the friendfhip of feveral perfbns of

both fexes endowed with thofe elegant manners,

and that delicate and cultivated underftanding,

which render converfation at once agreeable and

inftructive.

Of thefe friends he frequently formed parties

at his houfe. Emilia, who had the fame difpo-

fition to oblige which flie on all occafions ex-

perienced from him, was happy to indulge his

inclinations in this particular ; and, as fhe was

well qualified to bear a part in their converfation,

and of a mind highly fenfible of its charms, thefe

parties gradually because more and more agree-
able to her.

In this manner, her books, the converfation

of felect companies, and the care of her children,

which foon became a moft endearing office to

the tender and feeling heart of Emilia^ furnifhed

her with a variety of domeftic occupations ; and

as thefe gradually led her to go lefs into mixed

company and public amufements, me began to

lofe her habitual relifh for them. As flie eafily

obferved how agreeable this change was to the

tafte of Horatio, that circumftance gave her mind
more and more a domeftic turn.

The fame delicacy from which he at firft

gave way to her tafte for company and public

amufements, made Horatio avoid fhewing that

E E 2 r-
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preference which he entertained for a country
life.

For fome time he was entirely filent on the

fubjet. Though he now and then made ex-

curfions to the country, it was only occafionally,

when his bufmefs rendered it neceffary ; and,

though Emilia could notbutobferve that the man-
ner in which he pafled his time there, in adding
to the beauties of his place, and in an eafy in-

tercourfe with a few neighbours, was highly

agreeable to him
;
he never expreffed an incli-

nation of fixing his general refidence in the

country, or even of her accompanying him in

his occafional vifit to Rofedale.

His vifits became, however, gradually more

frequent ;
and as they generally continued

for fome weeks, thofe little abiences gave a

fort of pain to Emilia
,,

to whom no fociety

was now fo agreeable as that of Horatio ; fhe

became defirous of accompanying him to the

country.
Their firft vifits were fhort, and at confider-

able intervals ; but as he omitted no means of

rendering them agreeable to her, fhe feldom

left it without regret, and was often the firft to

propofe their return.

At length Emilid^ who now obferved that

her hufband wras no where fo happy as in the

country, and had herfelf come to feel the fame

pre-
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predilection for the calm cheerfulnefs and inno-

cent amufements of a country life, took occa-

fion to acquaint him with this change in her ien-

timents, and to exprefs the fame inclination

which, fhe was perfuaded, he entertained, of

abandoning a town life, and fixing their conftant

refidence at Rofedale.

A propolal fo agreeable to Horatio was readily

complied with
;
and Emilia and he have ever

fmce pafled their time in that delightful re-

treat, occupied with the education of their child-

ren, the improvement of their place, and the

fociety of a few friends, equally happy in them-

felves, and beloved by all around them.

Thus has Horatio, the gentlenefs of whofe

mind is equal to the ftrength of his underftand-

ing, by a prudent as well as delicate complacency,

gradually effected that change which an oppofite

conduct might have failed of producing, and

which, at the fame time, would probably have

been the fource of mutual chagrin, and rendered

both him and his wife unhappy.
Nor was the reformation folely on her part.

By leading him to partake in company and

amufements, Emilia was the means of correcting

the natural referve of Horatio?, manner; and

as the example of his plain though animated

converfation led her fometimes to moderate the

vivacity and fprightlinefs of hers, which fome-

times approached towards levity j
fo her vivacity

com-
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communJcated an agreeable gaiety and cheerful-

nefs to the difcourfe of Horatio.

If, in the above account, I have pointed out

more ftrongly the effects ofcomplacency in Hora-
tio than in Emilia^ it ought to be remembered,
that this virtue is much feldomer to be met with

in the one fex than in the other. A certain pride
attends the firmnefs of men, which makes it ge-

nerally much more difficult for them to acquire
this complacency of temper, which it always re-

quires much discipline, and often the rod of ad-

verfity and difappointment, to fubdue.

If men truly poffefs that fuperiority of under-

flanding over women, which fome of them feem

to fuppofe, furely this ufe of it is equally unge-
nerous and imprudent. They would, I imagine,
(hew that fuperiority much more effectually, in

endeavouring to imitate the amiable gentlenefs of

the female character, and to acquire, from a fenfe

of its propriety, a virtue, for which, it muft be

allowed, that the other fex is more indebted to

their original conftitution.

If women, as we fometimes allege, are too

apt to connect the idea of pride, and hardnefs

of manners, with that of knowledge and abi-

lity, and, on that account, often (hew a pre-

ference to more fuperficial accomplimments j

the men, who value themfelves for knowledge
and abilities, ought to look into their own con-

duct for the caufe, and, imitating the behaviour

of
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of Horatio, endeavour to fhew, that a man's

feelings need not be the lefs delicate for tning
under the direction of a found judgment ; And

that he who beft knows the female character,

and will put the higheft value on its excellence,

is alfo the moft likely to make allowance for a

difference of tafte, and to bear with thofe little

weaknefles with which he knows all human ex-

cellence to be often accompanied.

O

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.


