Burns at 250: areport by Ron & Chrys Bdlanty ne of the Halton Pedl Burns Club

The Conferencewas held at the Thomas Cooper Library a the University of South Carolina
Theofficialtitle of theconferencewas ‘ Burns at 250: Contemporaries, Contexts and Cultural Forms'.
The speakers were drawn from North American and Scottish Universties andthere were a0 several

presentaions by non-academics.

Some papeswere also presented by graduae gudents from South Carolina,
Glasgow and Edinburgh Univerdties.

Pauline Grey of Glasgow Universty, seen here, delivering ha presentaion
on BurnsandtheLiterary Subculture.

The exceptional G. Ross Roy book oollection relaingto Robert Burns, one
of the largeg in the world was on display. Also displayed was a hand written
manuscript of the laed Seamus Heaney poem, ‘ A Birl for Burns, written for
Burns night 2008 and signed for G Ross Roy in 2009.

The subjects ranged from the new catalogue of the G. Ross Roy Collection,

through Burnsinfluenceon Irish poery, Burnsin Spain,
Burns music, Burns and the media, to Burns andWhiskey and Burns
‘Qibverdve adivity: afascinaing range of subjects.

The Conference was well organized by Professor Paridk Scott

of theUniversty of South Carolina

Professor Cowan of the University of Gasgow openedthe
proceedings with theW. Ormigon Roy lectureon

“The * Doonhame” creation of Burns’

On Friday evening we were al invitedto areception provided by
Fank & Susan Shaw of the Atlanta Burns Club, seen hereatthe
reception, then onto a concet givenby Jean Redpath the well
known Sots Songstress

The formal proceedings closed on Saturday with a sessonon
Tam o’ Shanter, followed by a greeting from Bill Dawson the
President of the Robert BurnsWorld Federaion.

On Saturday Evening there was a Burns Dinne for all atendees

where an Immortal Memory was delivered by Bill Dawson
dressed in all whitehighland dress, seen herewith Chrys Ballantyne
the Vice President of the Robert Burns Associaion of North America

The closng evatt was a presantaion of the Order of the
Palmetto (the highed civilian honour from the Sa e of
South Caroling) to G. Ross Roy, seen here acknowiedging
theaward, for his contributionsto the University andthe
community.




