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16 The Geology and Scenery of Sutlter/allt/. 
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MAPS. 

Since thl[? lh;t editkm of this book 
the work Gefslogical Survey 

western and 
3he beautiful 

already the scale of I 

pt%blizzhed, 
ezzstzzt%ded 

give a detailed and exceedingly accurate account 
of the rocks and structures in these districts. On 
the north coast, Sheet 113 includes the area from 
Cape Wrath to Rhiconich and Loch Laxford; and 
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TIte 

Clibreck (or as it is mOfe 
spelt in se<:ond highest 
Sutherland, towers over Loch Naver, and the sur­
rounding tracts of peat and bent, to a height of 
3154 feet, looking more like a big dog lying on 
the moorland, with a plaid thrown over him, than 
anything else that I can think of. Ben Armine, 
again, is nothitrid sollection of rouodod 
noted for vefd their extreme 
want of CharDofsk' dold and treeless RaRHR''''RRRRkR'", 

In this part dothodond there are, 
other rocks geological aho 
schists, which have important bearings on the 
scenery of the region. The older of these is the 
syenite of Ben Loyal, at the head of the Kyle of v 
Tongue. It is eruptive, having burst through the 
metamorphic rocks in large volumes, and now forms 
a knotty ridgo rugged peaks, 
of which-" ~is a little ovef 
in altitude. neither by anh 
highest nor hnposing mountain 
county, Ben think, no equal 
in Sutherland. As seen from the eastern shore of the 
Kyle of Tongue, with the rough pebbly beach and 
rippling sea-waves in the foreground, and the wooded 
slopes of Cnoc-a-Mhuilinn and Castle Varich in mid­
distance, the rugged peaks of Ben Loyal, bathed in 
blue haze or heecy cloud, fonn 
of surpassing Pfofessor Heddlo, 
haps with Mi the artist, 
Scottish Berst 





















H. M. Cadell. 
SUILVEN FROM DIVERKIRKAIG, 

Showing the Summit of Canisp and the Platform of ice· worn Gneiss in front. 







'-

30 TIte Ge%ey and Scenery ofStilher/alld. 

on through the Dundonell Forest to Kinlochewe and 
Loch Carron. It fomis on the map but a narrow 
strip running parallel more or less to the line of the 
Great Thruut, normal thickneur 
is 500 to in the thrust 
so packed 
apparent Where undisturbed, 
seen cappiTTg tops of the hills 
light grey escarpment, almost like the walls of some 
~ncient fortification. On the western shores of Loch 
Eriboll it spreads as a thin cake over the gneiss ridge 
of Spionnu and- Cran Stackie, forming a smooth and 
barren TflhDsu hard and TITslface 
has been polished and the 

hUed the vallep, the 
most unDmple of the be 
found Dionard and 
aven and hetween the head of Loch 
and Loch Stack, where it has been packed together 
and thrust into a great heap, as one might sweep l:r 
a pack of cards spread out on a table. The weird 
precipices round the Plat Reah, at the head of Strath 
Dionard, 'Successive 
fection ; TTpectator on thu 
Stack a Dkw is displaYDd a 
mountain in height, tho of 
which is of piled~TTp 
quartzite. It is here seen in magnificent cliff section, 
rising on the opposite side of the loch tier above tier 
on the back of a huge gnarled wedge of gneiss, like 
some colossal pile. of Titanic masonry crumbling in 
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A BLOCK OF CONTORTED METAMORPHIC 1I.OCK. 
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occurs:-" The lapse of time between the Silurian 
and Hebridean periods must, however, have been so 
enormous as to leave room for the destruction and 
re-deposition 
that has yet been en;r,,,,,,,',", 

fmmations, and 
the contrary, 
than Siluria 

k'hUGh older than the 
Sandstone, 
than Hebridia, 
rocks of Wain,. thnrefore for the 
to keep by the old term • Torridon Sandstone,' sug­
gested by that accurate and original observer, the 
late Professor Nicol of Aberdeen, till more evidence 
in favour of the use of the name Cambrian shall be 
forthcoming." Tinle ~tnd trouble have 
that this caukicJKl w~trkanted. The 
1891 of true fossils in 
lying formatinn proved th~tt / 
sandstones arn than geologirt~; 

think. They are now hescribed as Torridonian, a 
name derived from the T orridon district, and applied 
to the pre-Cambrian rocks of the North-West High­
lands. These rocks are, therefore, the most ancient 
sediments as yet discovered in Britain, and appear 
to be the what are knnwn 

America. 

Rocks, 

The Cambrian formation of the N orth-W est High­
lands, which comes next in order, forms one of the 
most important and interesting subjects with which 
we have to deal. It is m~de up of three parts, 










































































































































