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Front row: Mavreen Cunningham, Mneesha Gellman, Geri Cunningham, Sheryl Cunningham, JoAnn Cunningham, Frances Powers. Middle
row: Earl Cunningham, Sheréll Cunningham, Mrs. John Cunningham, Jeanne Cunningham, Jennes Augsbury, Valene Cunningham, Ben
Cunningham. Back row: Kevin Cunningham, Martin Cunningham, Chris Cunningham, Gordon Cunningham, John Conningham. Larry
Augsbury, Kate Buchanan, Doris Naude, Rick Augsbury,

Sixteen Cunninghams and friends from the U.S., Scolland
and the UK. snswered the Calling of the Clan Cunningham
Society of America to gather together at Stirling Castle with
their six Cunningham cousins from Scotland and England,
who are affiliated with the Society of the Earl of Glencairn of
Cunningham, on November 28, 2004, for the second

consecutive Clan Cunningham Gathering in Scolland 10
celebrate once again the ties that bind and unile this ancient
Clan of Scols together. We all enjoyed a tour of Stirling
Castle and its nch history, spenl some time getling
acquainied, dined, discussed the nalure and future of our
mutual association and celebrated the Holiday season 1n song.
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The Clan Cunningham Communiqué is published quarlerly on the 15" of every January, April, July and October by
the Clan Cunningham Society of America, Inc., a non-profit corporation chartered in the stale of Colorado and
established in 1985 with the blessing of the Lord Lyvon King of Arms in Scotland and distributed to current members.
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Our tour of the Loire Valley chiteaux and 16™ century Renaissance styles. But
first, was our reservation for déjeuncr at
the Brasseric de 1'Hotel de ville, Chez

The cight U.S. members of the Clan
Society of America (CCSA)

who participated in the Historical Sites
Tour of France and Scotland met on
Thursday morning, last November 18%, in
the Charles de Gaulle airport in Paris from
which we embarked by train to Poitiers.
There we were met by two French CCSA
members Frangois Redien, and Scoltish
born Jim Hutchison, for the short journcy
by car to the Chiteau de Cherveux,

Chédteau de Chervetx, still with mogal,
built by Robert de Comyngham c. 1470

residence of Frangois and Maric-Thérése
Redien, where we lodged for three nights,
and where we celebrated our Scoitish
connection on Saturday, November 20%,
at the 51 Andrew’s Night Gala for an
evening of fine dining, music, dancing
and fellowship with local French and
Scottish residents from the vicinity. The
three days were spent exploring France,
its chitcaux - most with Scottish, and
even Cunningham connections - and one
afternoon, evening, and night taking in the
city of light, and love; Paris!

We were greeted with refreshments
accompanicd by a warm fire in the
guardhouse, where we finalized plans for
our Loire Valley tour on the following
morning, then settled into our rooms. We
met shortly thereafter, in the renovated
great hall for a splendid welcome dinner.

Frances, Marie-Thérése, Larry & Rick
select their cheese choices from the
fromage course of the welcome dinner.

began at Chenoncean where Marie Stuart,

COCSA members, Larry, Jennea,
Frangois, Valerie, Frances, Rick,
Shervi, Chris, Jim & JoAnn, from

France and the U5, visit Chenoncean.

better known as Mary Queen of Scols,
spent much time at the French Court.
Mary was Queen of both France and
Scotland. She was a beautiful voung
woman and was probably the most
romantic, and certainly the mosl tragic
Scottish ruler. She was born in Scotland,
Her mother was Marie de Guise of France
andh:tfalher]am"f king of Scotland.

Frangois Il and the court then moved to
Amboise where the plotters were taken,
and hundreds of them put to death while
the young Queen was in residence. In
happier times the royals, including Mary,
spent much time at the beautiful chiteau
de Chenonceau, which straddles the Cher,
where there are references to Mary. When
Frangois died in Orleans, his mother
Catherine de Medici was instrumental in
having Mary returned to Scotland where
she was crowned Queen. Later, she was
kept prisoner in England for years and
eventually beheaded on the order of her
cousin Queen Elizabeth | of England.
Mary's son became the first king of Great
Britain in 1603.

Next stop, J¢ Chiicau Royal
d’ Amboise which majestically borders the
Loire with its 15* century French Gothic,
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Hippeau, in Amboise. (above) During our
chiteau visit, we witnessed no evidence of
hostility, as was present duning Maric
Stuart’s time, while we toured the castle,
chapel and grounds, not even from the
weather, despite the angry clouds that

loomed overhead. fox shown above)
Leonardo da Vinci joined the French
court a1 Amboise in 1516, where he is
interred according to his wishes, which
included his gift of the Mona Lisa. He
]l‘-‘ﬁdﬂﬂlﬂ-ﬂ“‘ﬂ]kl“'ﬂjl' mﬂmﬂhﬂtﬁudn

pm'lu: whu:h m::nrpumﬁ am:l exhibits Uu:
immensity of his genius. We couldn’t
resist a visit,

With so much to see and absorb, and
so little tume, we had to revise our
itincrary as the day progressed Afier
considering our options, and consulting
everyone, including Marie-Thértse by
phone regarding our supper that cvening
al the Chitean de Cherveux, and also our
coach driver, we all decided to continue
the drive to the chiteaux Chinon and
Saumur further west down the Loire Valley.



Since it would be well after dark when we
arrived, we were hoping that the castles
would be floodlit. We discovered Chinon
in darkness, but undaunted, we pressed on
to Saumur, where our persisience was
n:wa:dnd. Ha seen be!‘un on :he I,urre;

The next nmnung was a cultural
experience with a wvisit to the Saturday
market in nearby Niort; which is a much
maore interpersonal one than going to the
neighborhood supermarket in Amenca as
Rick and Fran discovered at one of the
fish stalls. /pictured below) The open

markets in France left us with a different
perception for the term fresh, where it is
practically impossible to find any
prepackaged items; certainly not the meat,
vegelables, or cheese as indicated below,

Adjacent to the market is the medicval
Dungeon of Niort where Jacques

Conyngham was Captain of the Guard
there under King Louis XII and Francois 1.

Jacques was also the Lord of Cherveux
and the son of Robert de Conyngham's
eldest son Joachim, whom together with
his father Robert, built the Chitean de
Cherveux as il stands today circa 1470,
We visiled the Dungeon, and some of us
also visited the museum inside.

Viort Dungeon from the open markel
We enjoyved lunch as guests of Julie
and Jim Hutchison al their charming
home in the French countryside. Julie
unfortunatcly was out of lown, bul made
some preliminary preparations  that
assured a terrific meal at chez Hutchison,

Lunch at the Hutchison's
After lunch our group split up to
pursu¢ different diversions. One group
played golf while the other returned to the

Larry, Jim, Val & ( .fu'r'. firish P:H Iurﬁghl
at the Maziéres en Gatine golf cowrse,

Chiitcan de Cherveux for a guided tour by
Frangois. (taken af one 's own risk, below/]

qe- ARdrew § Nisic Gala

The bridge spanning the moat which
was lit by flaming torches as it had likely
been /below) in the 15™ century, when the
chiteau was built by Robert de

Conyngham, led
onc through the §
mmmmmﬂmgmrdhwmam
into the candlelit courtyard, (above) across
to the stairs and into the Great Hall where
the St Andrew’s Night Gala took place.
The evening began at 8:00pm with
apéritifs in the hall of the guard house.
We were then piped across the enchanting
courtyard and into the GrnutHa.llh;,rhpu:r
David Steele. fright) | ;
dinner

Auld Alliance to the
Gala. I then made a
presentation to
Francois of a tartan
banner from CCSA,
made by Valf o
Cunningham, along f
with our CCSA
“Clan Cunningham ﬂnglns, [-l-::ntage and
Traditions™ book in English 1o accompany
the hard-bound edition translated into
French and presented to him in 2003 by
CCSA. One was also given to Jim
Huichison, as well as to three other guests
that were sclected by Frangois. 1 then
presented Frangois and Jim, on behalf of
CCSA, with eiched crystal medallions and
embroidered neck straps  which
proclaimed their Honmorary Lifctime
Member stamus bestowed upon them by
the Board of Directors to demonstrale our
appreciation for their extraordinary and
exemplary service to the Clan Cunningham
Society over the last two years.
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Our  sumptuous  dinner  then
commenced with the following menu:

Apénitifs: Hypocras & Pineau du Chiteau
Flaky cheese and frait pastry fingers
Canapés of escargot, salmon & goat cheese
Cream of smoked pumpkin soup & Fourine Aubert
Filet of Beef with autumn mushrooms
Mashed potaines au fivie gras wired wine sauce
Cheescs and seasonal fruit compote
Salad with nut oil
Tumbler with mango and sweelened avocado

We Americans were seated at three
different tables to accommodate the
mixiure of origins and languages which

Notice on the huich, the farton bentrer

with our crest badge embroidered upon i

including also our name, event, and dete.
made for a [fascinating cvening of
conversation. Our banquet was prepared
bv Rogicr, a chef de parti at the “Georges
V™ of Paris, aided by Francine (both picrured
below with the basker), Their lavish cheese

{from the Miort market) basket made the
choice of fromage an enticing dilemma.
Seated at Frangois' table, were the other
two members of our golf party, Tony and
Maureen Murdoch, who are a part of the
Scottish community of Cherveux, below)

away when Chris & Val graced us with a
ballroom dance exhibition of several all-

feaptured ar lefi),
Then the music
changed to Scottish
reels and everyone
|| joined in the dancing;
which can require a
=3 great deal of stamina,
especially “Strip the Willow™ which went
on for quite some time leaving us
blissfully exhausted! We danced and

e bR

i

Top left: Jim & Rosalie lead the dance.
Boitom lefi: David & Framces Steele, and
Towmy & Mmreen Murdoch take a spin.
Righi: Frangois enlteriains us on the sax.

conversed well into the morning Omne
such conversation was Frangois' love of
Jarz music. In fact, while attending our
first Gathering in 2003, Frangois &
Marie-Thérise, along with Jim & Julie
spent an evening in an Edinburgh Jarz
Club. So, after much coaxing we

wn achyersens dle pls B
chiite e O T ol commee L
nanchEs mn Arnbeasie, e dFEE
eliieima oftl ¢ o Mae g
Bl du ol d Eeoase, marue b
Franguis 11 do sl de Fomor
lear | spaodote, o dovnioy g of-

Le clan Cunnm au chateau

persuaded Frangois to play the sax for us!

Before saying our final goodbyes, all
twenty-seven of the remaining guests joined
hands and sang “Auld Lang Syne.” jbelow)
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R FIElCE
AeChen | BinTe de Cunri
The local press did a story on the St.
Andrew's Night Gala, the banmer and
book presentation, and interviewed Clan
Crrmingham about ity connection to the
Chdteaw de Chervewux and printed the 2
articles above i below or the next day,
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On every trip, a little rain must fall;
and our rain cloud burst the next morming
at the 5. Maixent train station when our
train failed to arrive, because they were
on strike! So, we caught a bus to Poiticrs
and caught the next train to Paris. Nol a
hard rain really; more like just a sprinkle.

The metaphorical rain did intensify
when we were changing Metro (Paris
subway) lincs on the way (o our hotel
Metro officers asked for our validated
tickets, which we did not save. So, afler a
long discussion, | paid a fine and we were
on our way, me Lthe wiser, if a bit poorer!

The afternoon and evening was spent
sight-secing at the usual places: Notre
Dame, the Louvre, Champs Elysées, Arc
de Triumph and the Eiffel Tower (below).

On Monday morning - our travel day
to Scotland - our group diverged. Chris,
Val, 1 and JoAnn spent the day in
w R Paris; then flew Lo

N, Glasgow. At lefi,
" they repose  under
* 1.-! W the Eiffel Tower,

P Fran, Rick, Jennea
] & Larry took the
| ? 9 Eurostar train
_ | through the Chunncl
t{:-Lundml, ['m'th: day, and on to Glasgow
by train. Fran and Larry visited 2218
Baker strect posing as Sherlock Holmes
:mdDr Watson at the muscur (heﬁm!

CCSA histerieal fees Tour or the piserier of Cumirglae, Geoclad

We met at the Jurys Doyle Hotel in
Clasgow on Monday evening, Nov. 22, 10
explore for 5 days some history made n
Scotland by our fellow Cunninghams.
Our van, and dm':r Alastair, Dircclor
of Scottish Clans
and Castles Lid.,
met us the next
morning to begin
our adventure.

Our first stop
was the oldest I:mlw.hng in Dumbarion,
Glencairn Greit House at the Cross in
the High Street, built as his town house in
lﬁz"ibyjm the 7th Earl of Glencairn.

—w The town council
bought it in 1924 &
renovated it with a
ground floor entrance
and arched windows
1o match the Quay
: | Pend 1o
their lefi.
The town
was kind
enough o
allow us a
full tour
from lop
to botiom.
We were also given refreshments and
some information aboul the building. As
was the casc throughout our tour of
Cunningham sites, we lefl our hosts with
a copy of our CCSA Historical Sites Tour
2004 special edition “Origins” book,
which | presenied io l-ll;':llm Ea}t .-mrfm-

Just a short g ' al
way down the
river Leven was
our next  stop
which was featured
in detail in our
Oct 15, 2002 :
newsletter, Dumbarton Castle,

and if
you don't have it, look for it soon on the

“Member Only™

-------
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Inside the Governor's House is an
extensive exhibit featuring Admiral Sir
Angus Cunninghame Graham 16% of
Gartmore K.B.E., CB, including his
portrait (below), a copy uf his commission

: as Governor from the
1 Queen, and his uniform is
displayed in a glass casc.
The coat of Arms of three
olher Cunninghams as
| CGrovernors are also displayed.
' Despile the weather,

- we cxplored the castle
gm\mnthmf WVal and Alastair hiked to
the summit of White Tower Crag for a view
from its highest point of 240 fi. (below).

Mext visit was Loch Lomond Shores
for a bite (o cat, shopping, and a planned
boat cruise of Loch Lomond When we
arrived and concluded the cruise was off
duc to weather, some stayed to cat and
shop. Alastair pointed out that a former
Cunningham holding, Kilmaronock Castle
was close by according to the map. That's
all it ook for Chris, Val & I to seize the
opportunity for a castle secking adventure!

I knocked on the door of the charming
home next to the castle ruins, opened by
Ishbel Maclnnes-Manby who graciously
ceased painting a room, served us some
welcome refreshments, while exchanging

Touring Haldays to
Clan Landd & 'I".:llr|-|,_:-_

' DiFfiver- Gu-.ltrur.‘l 'II}‘I:II‘E
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CCSA histerieal glees Tour or The Distrier or Cumiighane, Seotland corcliued. Day Two

Following our rendezvous at Loch
Lomond, and returm to our hotel, we set
out on foot into the Glasgow city center
night to look about and get some dinner.

We were on the road at 8am next
mom’ for a busy Day 2 with 5 sites on
Wednesday's itinerary. We began at the
Kilmacolm Old Kirk, where the Earls of
Glencaim attended church and many

when Betty Main arrived (above)
to give us a splendid tour of the Kirk and
locturein the Murray Chapel (elow. |

left with Betty's book on the history of
the Old Kirk, together with some other
inleresting papers, (that will appear in
later issues of this newsleter) and of
mlgaw:ﬂmrammﬂrwhmkm
show our gratitude |
for her tour. (right)
Our long feud
with the Ponerfields
was renewed in the

courtyard of the Old

Kirk, so I thought it s - -
was fifting to wvisit Duchal Huuzu: and
then the castle ruins, where we planned to
undertake some harmless and sporting mischief!
We were met by Lord and Lady
MacLay (Lord pointing, with group, below)

and joined by the Lord’s mother, Lady
Nancy. We were only expecting a tour of
the gardens, bul received the gracious
hospitality of refreshments and a tour of
the grounds, gardens and house!

The mirth evident fabove) stems from
an anecdote | was relating from my May
2000 trip. | wanied a photo of Duchal
House but did not want to trouble the
owners, nor risk being removed when I
divalged I was a Cunningham, so [ parked
near the road and walked through a
pasture to the edge of the River Gryfe,
and with my tripod in l.hnmtﬁmuklhls
shot of Duchal House. —» 52 ;
When [ returned to my
car, | found a note
under the windshield
WIPET (helowi, Sheryl and |
couldn't help chuckling
with the notion that if
the Porterfields only knew that it was
Cunninghams on their verge, they might
have flattened our tires or had us towed!

Duchal Castle
was the seat of the
Porterficlds, since,
John Porerficld
bought it in 1560,
Duchal House was
built in 1768, and
remains 3 most impressive estate today.

So, onward we wenl to the ruins of
Duchal Castle, thanks o the directions
supplied by Chiel George MacMillan
whom we visited later that afternoon, who
thankfully scouted the location out for us

a few woeks carlier. The steep and rugged |

arca of ruins at the junction of Green and
Blackeity walers was so overgrown that it

is almost completely reclaimed by mother § &

nature. Following the sword fight at the

Kirk, James-Master of Glencair besieged |

Duchal Castle, brought down some walls,
put fire to buildings, and took pnsmsmm
In order 10 more closely
connect with our past, |
commissioned  Sheryl
Cunningham to construct
a paper model of
Duchal Castle (right) o
that we could reenact
the Clan Cunningham

antfv

house warming party, torching Duchal, on
the actual sitc of the cvenl which took
place five centurics before in 1578, (below)

We hope no offense is taken; none miended.
We then arrived at Finlaystone, the
former seat of Clan Cunningham for four
centuries, and now the seat of Clan
MacMillan. Their Chief, George MacMillan,
kindly offered to guide us to Newark
Castle a short distance away. Chief
George informed us that Newark Castle’s
Tower House & Gatehouse would have
resembled Finlaystone's own when Sir
Alexander, Lord Kilmaurs first moved the
seat of Clan Cunningham there from
Kilmaurs in the fifteenth century.

At Finlaystone 1 presented Chief
George with a banner commemorating our
third visit in four vears, together with a
hard-back, leather bound, gold-foil-
stamped copy of our “Origins” book for
his years of kindness and generosity 1o us.

Chaef Creorge
gave us a tour of
of the cstate and
the history, after
which we dined
at the nearby
Langbank Lodge

on our way back




The National Secretary’s Report

With 742 members worldwide, we continue to welcome new members like our six new members that joined Clan

during the last

quarter. | also wish to welcome back the thinty-six members who renewed last quarter, for their continued support. Welcome back! We could not
continue our work to discover, preserve and promote our Scottish heritage without your valuable support of our Clan Cunningham Society.

NEW 2005 MEMBERS
Kevin Ensor

JoAnn and Bob Cunninghsm
Janet Edwards

Gordon Cunningham (Scotland)
Alastair Cunningham

Gordon Cunningham (Ireland)
LIFETIME MEMBERS
Deborah Gireen

Sandra Cunningham, PhD
[C:lth[,‘.mnmglm

Jean Cunningham
Frangois & Marie-Thérése Redien
Jim & Julic Hutchison

Larry & Maxie Cunningham

quﬁqnuﬂmmdmmﬂfwm,

Beginning balance October 1, 2004 5 1,140.37
Revenue

New Membership Ducs 105.11
Renewal - Current Membser Dues 848 .50
Rencwal - Noncurrent Member Dues 20.00
Prepaid Member Dues 113,50
Merchandise 80 82
CGeneral Fund Donation 10.00
Tombstone Fund Donations this quarter 1000.(00
Tombstone Fund Loan Payments this quarter (10000

Total revenue from 01-0CT-04 1o 31-DEC04  $1,177.93

Expenditures
Advertising 104000
MNewsletter Expenditures 26.04
Printing 135.11
Postage 47.28
Bank Charges 5.00
* Tour gift book to Chief George & Captain Robert  300.00
** Clansmen/women Awards 2004 320,00
Total exp. from 01-OCT-04 to 31-DEC-04  § 99348
Ending balance December 31, 2004 S 133482
Tombstone Donations This Quarter 5 100.00
Total Tombstone Donations § 284751
Total Tombstone Expenses $(6.298.62)
Tolal Tombsione Deficil $(3,451.11)

Tombstone Loan Amount Forgiven § 2.000.00
Total Tombstone Deficit (Losn Ralanee) $(1,451.11)

* Hard-back, leather-bound, gold-foil stamped CCSA 2004 Tour Special
Edition “Onigins™ books were presented to Chief George MacMillan of
Finlaystone and Caplain Robert Cuninghame of Caprington Castle

dunng the Historical Sites Tour in November.

** Six etched crystal medallions with neck ribbons and one etched mug
were awarded to Frangois Redien, Jim Hutchison, Alec Cummingham,
Kevin Ensor, Chris & Val Cunningham and Sheryl Cunningham for

their exemplary service to Clan Cunningham.

Respectfully submitted by Larry Augsbury, National Treasurer

SUSTAINING 2005 MEMBERS SUSTAINING 2005 MEMBERS
Larry Augsbury Jeannette Jones
Andrea and Darrel] Leffew Rose and Gerald Trigg
Corby and Jane Christensen Susan Heaton
James Olsen Allan and Teresa C
Sheryl Cunningham William and Patricia Conningham
Dennis and Barbara Leishman Barbara White
Ronald Cunningham Marjorie and Walter Davis
Fay and Geraldine Canningham Shervl Augsbury
James K. Cunmi Robert W. Conningham
James 13, Cunningham Twyla Dell
Jovee Gellenbeck Rick and Jennea Angsbury
Mary Ford Dale MacMahill
James and Janice Augsbury Beverly White
William and Norma Wallace Lavura and Edmund Cunningham
Elizabeth Hurd Chris and Valeric Cunningham
James C. and Ruth Cunningham Kenn Cunningham
Vemn and Addie Cunningham James 8. i
Jacqueline and James Roberison
. = - k]
High Commissioner's Message
Greetings Members,

I began this newsletier with the intention
of including a report on our entire Historical
Sites Tour and Stirling Gathering - which
ook place last November - in a twelve page
Il newsletter. With so much to tell, and so
y many pictures to accompany our adventure,

the deadline arrived before 1 could finish. So

lh:fma! three days of our District of Cunningham Tour, and our
Gathering will be concluded in our next issue coming this April.
Themﬁuflaﬂﬂmutermppeduﬁ‘mhrmﬁcm

for Clan Cunningham; j
ong that wilnessed

members in kilts on the
golf course at our 1%

Annual Golf Tourney in (8
Colorado. We can take |§
greal pride in knowing |
that the spirit of Clan |
Cunningham is alive |
and flourishing through |§5
the continued participation |

and support of members
like you. Our memorial
to the 15" Earl in
Edinburgh, Gatherings,
and visits to Cunningham
historical sites in France
and Scotland owver the

in creating awareness that
the legacy of the Clan
Cunningham is well
remembered & celebrated
in the USA and beyond.
We continue to make
our presence known by
Page 7
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High Commissioner’s Message Cout.

joining in friendship and common cause with Cunninghams
from the land of our ancestors, which may onc day result in
the reinstitution of a contemporary Clan Chief. This would
require that a descendant of the Earldom claim the title,
which to this point has not occurred successfully. There is
another alternative by which the Lord Lyon can reinstitule a
chief. This requires Cunninghams to agree on a “Commander™
to serve up 1o ten years afler which a chief could be named.
This option is a possibility that we are pursuing, requinng
much organization and worldwide cooperation. In the
meantime, our society will continue to discover, preserve
and promole our Scoltish heritage despite the many
obstacles we continue 1o encounter; like the legal judgment
and Writ of Garnishment we were forced to oblain against
the original sculptor of the 15" Earl’s monument 1o recover
our deposit after he failed to perform our agreement; like
the battle we are currently engaging against our original tour
provider from last November, Paul McLean of
Mcleanscotland of Perth, who failed to perform our tour
agreement, which had to be cancelled, and who refuses to
return our $5,000.00 deposit; like our property with which
some dissidents absconded, and refuse to return, and will
likely need to be resolved in a court of law.

Despite an era scemingly lacking in virtues like honor,
there are still places like Mauchline, with people like Jim
Davidson, Donald Howe, lan Lycll, Andrew Lindsay, Jim
Shirkie and Bob Baillic that can render one wonderstruck
with their goodwill and friendship. (see article ar right) A
trip to Robert Burns country without a trip to Mauchline, is
like a trip to Paris without seeing the Eiffel tower.

So, undaunted, plans are already being developed for a
Gathering in Ircland in May 2006. Will you be joining us?

W 4575 West 111" Avenue

CUNMNOCK CHRONICLE, Frdey Decembar 17, 2004 §
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