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The Honourable Alexander Leslie,  
Chief of Clan Leslie

The Clan Leslie Charitable Trust bought a quaich the 
other day. This does not sound a fascinating story 
but, well, it is.

The Trust was set up by my father, Ian, a long time 
ago to keep items of interest (old family portraits 
and silver) in one place and prevent them being the  
property of one individual.

Some years ago, we were offered a silver quaich. It 
was interesting because it was a) very old and b) was 
made to celebrate the wedding of one Helen Leslie to 
one John Grant, in Aberdeenshire, in 1680. 

This proved that Leslies and Grants had married 
before and Miranda and I agreed that it was worth 
investigating, which we did.

The problem was that it was eye wateringly expensive.  
As our builder would have said to the agent ‘sober  

up and call me back.’

It came up again some years later and the price had gone down about a third. We thought 
a little harder about it, with our fellow Trustees, but again decided it was too much money. 

It is a familiar problem. The auction price would have been about half of this offer but 
dealers know that a family connection will double the price. 

Finally, two months ago, we were offered it again and this time the price was less than half 
(a lot less) than the first time round. 

So, the Trust bought it. And it arrived yesterday, bringing another piece of Leslie history 
home.

(The inscription reads: This Cup the property of John Grant of Nevie and Helen  
Leslie his Spouse eldest daughter of John Leslie of Kinninvie. Married at Kinninvie  
14 Oct 1680).

Alex Leslie,  
Clan Chief, August 2021

Correction from the last issue: on the CLSI Officers Contact List, we accidentally cut omitted a “t”  
from the Hourable Alexander Leslie’s email address. The Chief ’s email is: alex@leslieandbaggott.com. 

We apologize for the error!

ABOUT THE COVER:
Another fantastic Leslie  

tent from Virginia & North 
Carolina Convenors Lew  
and Christine Johnson at  

the Grandfather Mountain 
Highland Games, 2021.
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CLSI ELECTIONS
The following offices will be up for election in the fall of 2021.  The elected officers will take office in 
January, 2022.

Chieftain-currently held by Loren Leslie
Treasurer-currently held by Linda Flowers

The Chieftain shall be a fully qualified adult lineal CLSI member over twenty-one (21) years of age, 
and a member of the Society in good standing. The Chieftain shall have general supervision of the 
Society, and preside at its Gatherings and meetings, appoint officers as specified in the bylaws 
and carry out other duties as may be determined by the Society. The Chieftain shall be elected for 
a term of two years, and no Chieftain may serve more than two consecutive terms.

The Treasurer shall collect all dues and income and have charge of all other funds of the Society 
except as designated by the Council. He/she shall deposit the funds in a bank designated by the 
Council, and disburse funds as directed by the Chieftain, Vice Chieftain or Council.

If you are interested in running for one of these two offices, we always welcome CLSI members to 
run for office.  Please contact our secretary/registrar Dane Gay at dane_gay@disciplefish.net.

CLSI Donation to  
Preserve Culloden
April 25, 2021

Please accept this donation from Clan Leslie Society 
International for the Conserve Culloden fund.

We are happy to donate and hope Culloden remains 
intact.  I personally have visited Culloden and it was a 
wonderful experience.

Linda Flowers, Treasurer
Clan Leslie Society International
302 SW 3rd St.
Tuttle, OK  73089
Lflowers1954@yahoo.com
405-833-2948

Join us at the 46th New Hampshire 
Highland Games & Festival  

September 17-19, 2021
Clan Leslie will once again have a tent at  

the New Hampshire Highland Games and  
Festival! Join us for a great weekend of  

Scottish fun. Saturday morning is the parade  
of Clans so if you’re a Leslie in the Northeast, 

put on your colors and march with us.  
Contact Norhtheast convenor Laura Messing  

at designinvasion@gmail.com with any 
questions or if you would like to volunteer  

to help with the tent.
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Clan Leslie at the 2021  
Grandfather Mountain Highland Games 

This year’s Grandfather Mountain Highland Games set a new record for attendance.  
For Friday and Saturday, it was reported that The games exceeded the highest Friday  
attendance by 50 percent. At the two CLSI tents, it was non-stop visitors and people  
needed to take turns entering the tents to view our displays. We had members from: CA, 
GA, FL, MN, NC, NH, SC, and TN sign the visitor’s log for a total of over 30 people,   

On Thursday evening, Lesley Craddock answered the calling of the clans for Clan Leslie. 
Then on Friday morning we began greeting visitors and renewing friendships with CLSI 
members we have not seen in over a year. We had a member Shea Thames and his family 
from North Carolina join us for all three days. They will be joining us at other games to 
help and be part of the CLSI tent-hosting team.  

Michael Leslie and his wife Brendalee donated a book Lesley – Leslie: A History of Two 
Hundred Years In America 1755-1955, by Ruth C. Leslie. This book chronicles William 
and Elizabeth Lesley and their descendants. This book will be a valuable addition to our 
genealogy reference materials. Thank you again for the donation.

Chris, the CLSI genealogist, was kept busy all three days answering questions and  
collecting information from visitors about their families and stories of Leslie family  
history were shared.

Our photo of Rose Leslie was a highlight for many fans of Game of Thrones and  
Downton Abbey. We had on display photos of Lickleyhead Castle and Wardhill House 
with an article about Rose’s connection to Lickleyhead Castle. 

On Sunday, all members of CLSI in attendance marched in the parade of tartans and we 
got a special recognition by the announcer Bill Leslie who also presented us with a copy 
of his latest music CD. As it has in the past, the games closed with dark clouds rolling in, 
and by 3 pm showers moved into the area.

The Craddock family, Lesley, Peter, and their two sons Joseph and Benjamin, along with 
Lesley’s mother Brenda Meyer, are deserving of special recognition for providing lunches 
and snacks for the weekend. They welcomed many members into the hospitality tent to 
view the piping and athletic competitions.     

Lew and Christine Johnson
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Clan Leslie at the 2021  
Grandfather Mountain Highland Games 
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DUES ARE DUE
Members owing membership dues should have received an invoice by email or mail  
at the end of July. Dues are now due. Please pay your dues as soon as you can. Dues  

can be paid by check, money order, PayPal, Visa, MasterCard or Discover card.  
If paying by check or money order, please mail to Linda Flowers CLSI Treasurer,  

302 SW 3rd St., Tuttle, OK 73089. If paying by PayPal, use the PayPal email  
address LFLOWERS1954@YAHOO.COM. If paying by credit card, I need the card 

type, name on the card, card number, expiration date, and security code on the back of 
the card. If you have questions, please contact me at  

LFLOWERS1954@YAHOO.COM  or 405-833-2948.

She’s really got milk.

A Scottish woman who went viral for helping to push a huge 
dairy truck up a snowy hill has been rewarded with a year’s 
supply of milk.

Charlene Leslie told the Central Fife Times how she left two 
of her three kids with a friend so she could get in the street 
and push a truck that was stuck with its wheels spinning  
in snow.

Video showed Leslie pushing the truck from behind as it 
moved uphill at a walking pace — with people dubbing her 
a real-life Wonder Woman.

After the clip went viral last week, Graham’s The Family 
Dairy, whose truck she pushed, tracked her down — and 
gave her “milk and high protein dairy products free for the 
rest of the year,” the company said.

“When I saw the video of Charlene pushing one of our artic 
lorries up a steep hill singlehandedly, I couldn’t believe it,” 
company chairman Dr. Robert Graham Snr. said.

“She not only made our family, farmers and colleagues 
smile, but clearly captured the hearts of thousands of peo-
ple across the world.”

Still, the dairy company noted that “although she is a re-
al-life superwoman” others should not “follow her actions,” 
with many noting it could have been deadly had the truck 
rolled backward.

Leslie agreed that it was “really dangerous,” but said, “I 
would never just stand by when I see someone in trouble. In 
the moment I wasn’t really thinking about me, I just wanted 
to help.”

Mom Who Went Viral Pushing Dairy Truck Through  
Snow Gets Year’s Supply of Milk

Charlene Leslie has been rewarded with a year’s supply of milk.

Kind-hearted mom Charlene Leslie helped push a 
struggling Graham’s dairy truck up a snowy hill.

SW Convenor 
Needed

CLSI is in need of a  
convenor for the Southwest 
region. If you would like to  
serve as convenor or host  
a tent in the Southwest,  

please contact  
Laura Messing at: 

designinvasion@gmail.com
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INFORMAL GATHERING IN SCOTLAND
We know many of you had plans/reservations to attend the Gathering 
in Scotland last summer. Unfortunately, it had to be cancelled due to 

Covid. We have had questions from members about when/if you plan to 
use your reservations and maybe a small group could meet in Scotland. 
If you have plans or would like to be a part of this informal gathering, 

email Lew Johnson,  ljohnson355@gmail.com.  

NEW ITEMS IN OUR STORE!
We have many new items for sale in our store on our  
website.  We have added engraved leather coasters,  
ball caps, Clan Leslie stickers and The Shipbuilder’s  

Book.  Check out our new items!

Coasters!

Ball Caps!Stickers!

Visit: clanlesliesociety.org/shop

Clan Leslie Society  
International now has an  
Amazon Smiles account.   

Amazon Smiles is a system 
where Amazon donates a  

portion of your purchase to your 
designated charity. This does not 
cost you extra when you make  
a purchase. We are a tax-free  

organization so we are eligible 
for Amazon Smiles. To use  

Amazon Smiles, simply shop at  
smile.amazon.com, login using 
your regular login information 
and choose Clan Leslie Society 

International.  Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of your purchase to 
us.  If you are a Amazon Prime 

member, that works with  
Amazon Smiles as well.

SHOP AMAZON,  
DONATE TO CLSI!

Calling all Convenors & Tent Hosts!
If you are a convenor or tent host, we want your event on our online calendar. 

Email the event, dates and website to Laura Messing: designinvasion@gmail.com
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CLSI Member Promoted
On March 24, 2021, CLSI member Adam Flowers was promoted to Major of the Canadian County 
Sheriff’s Office in El Reno, Oklahoma.  Adam will be in charge of all investigations at the Sheriff’s  
Office.  He is a certified computer forensics expert and begin his career in law enforcement as the  
lead investigator to apprehend child sexual predators.  He was sent to computer forensic school 
in California and uses these skills to gain images and videos of child sexual predators from their  
computers, cell phones, tablets, etc. Adam has arrested over 200 child sexual predators and has a 
100% conviction rate.  Adam is the son of CLSI treasurer, Linda Flowers.

McKenzie, Linda, Adam, Dakota and Danielle Flowers.

Major Adam Flowers
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Join us!

Join Clan Leslie Society International for our biennial gathering in 
conjunction with the 2022 Las Vegas Highland Games April 8-10 at 
Floyd Lamb Park! More details to follow but so far here’s what we 

have planned: 

Meet & Greet: Friday April 8 
Highland Games: Saturday and Sunday April 9-10 

Chief’s Banquet: Saturday April 9
If you would like to reserve a room at the Vdara Hotel, please  

contact Jet Luxury at the Vdara Hotel at 1-877-538-7389 and ask  
for the Clan Leslie block (if that doesn’t work it may be under  

Laura Messing) Questions? Contact Laura Messing at:  
designinvasion@gmail.com.

Major Adam Flowers
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The first encounter with a person of great interest took place  
Sunday, January 15, 2020 before the COVID 19 pandemic upset 
our in-house programs.  Darryl Laidlaw, a relative of the Laidlaws 
who lived in the log house before it was acquired by the developer, 
visited us in the house with some recollections of his visits with the 
family.  He recounted that the summer kitchen, attached to the side 
of the house had become a utility room and his uncle had a very 
nice roll top desk in there.  He said the family had a large parrot 
in a cage in the large room near the front window where our gift 
shop is now located.  He said while they were standing in the utility 
room they could hear the bird making loud squawks.  He told us 
that the smaller room had served as the family dining room with a 
long table front to back close to the interior wall.  He told stories of 
family meals and gatherings around that table.

After his visit he chose to go outside, sit on the lawn in front of  
the house—a mild January day—and have his picture taken with 
his dog.

Sunday, November 29, 2020 the Byard phone rang at 2:30 in the 
afternoon, it was a call from Taylor Ledden in Midland, Ontario 
telling us he had lived in the log house as a teenager.  He said they 
moved onto the farm in 1948 and he thought no one had lived in 
the house for around 40 years.  The deed stated the farm was 100 
acres more or less and the house had no running water and no  
electricity at the time.  The logs were covered with clapboard and 
they had no idea it was a log house until the electrician came 
to electrify the house.  The electrician complained that he had  
broken several drill bits in attempting to drill through the walls.   
 

By Malcolm Byard, Streetsville Historical SocietyStoriesLeslie Log House

By Malcolm Byard, Streetsville Historical Society
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He commented that there was a lot of wood in there. When they  
removed some of the cladding they found out it was a log building.

Taylor also recounted renovations they made to the interior walls.  
They found a board inside one of the walls with the date 1830 on it 
which must have been the date of the installation of the wall they 
were working on. He said there were slat boards inside the wall 
which had been split with a hatchet to that they could be used as 
laths for the plaster wall. An earlier renovation revealed a board 
with 1826 which we have accepted as the date of the construction 
of the log house since the Leslies had arrived in Canada in 1824.

He said that the summer kitchen at the side of the house had orig-
inally been at the back and when he came home from college one 
weekend it had been moved to the side. Interestingly he said his 
father had a roll top desk in that room. It was probably the same 
desk the Laidlaws had in there.

When the house was moved from its original location to where it is 
now the summer kitchen was left behind.

The driveway from the house to Mississauga Road was a half mile 
long (800 metres) and it was often a problem in the winter.  One 
time they were snowed in and they were trying to contact the snow 
plow to plow them out; they were on the phone sharing a party line 
with Fred Reeves and his wife Lavinia, “Viney” from whom they 
had bought the farm. The Reeves were living along Mississauga   
Road and the Leddens heard a woman’s voice on the line telling 
them the plow had just gone down Mississauga road, they asked 
who it was and she said it’s Viney. Eventually they got plowed out.

Taylor said he lived there until the early 50’s when he left to  
attend the Ontario Agricultural College in Guelph. His mother and 
father lived there until the 1970’s; he said his parents sold off 90 
acres and kept the remainder with the house for themselves.  After 
it was surveyed it turned out the remainder was 11½ acres since the 
initial size of the farm was 101½ acres.

The Leddens, Taylor and Ruby, are looking forward to visiting 
the Streetsville Historical Society once we are free of COVID  
restrictions.

One more story concerning the log house was with William 
Lyon Mackenzie, a fiery Scot politician who was the leader of the 
1837 Upper Canada Rebellion which fell flat after a skirmish at  
Montgomery’s Tavern in Toronto.

Mackenzie was well-known in Streetsville and he went on the run 
after the failed rebellion and came through Streetsville.  He found 
refuge in a barn which still stands North and West of what was 
then the village and I have heard from two different sources that 
he also hid out in the Leslie Log House. The story has been handed  
down rather carefully. At the time Mackenzie was on the run he 
was being pursued and there were many in Streetsville who were 
vehemently opposed to him so anyone who assisted him in his es-
cape would have been careful to say nothing at the time. A family 
who did help him and who suffered because of it was well known. 
Comfort was a miller near Streetsville and Mackenzie sought  
shelter with his family. Comfort was found out, arrested and his 
pregnant wife was hosed down with freezing cold water, she died 
while he was imprisoned.  It is a shocking and disgusting story but 
it did happen. After he was released Comfort and his surviving 
children were happy to leave this area.  

Mackenzie did escape, it was rugged and he had a rough time but he  
eventually crossed the border to the USA and safety at Niagara Falls.

Darryl Laidlaw outside the log house

The Leslie Log House is located at 4415 Mississauga Rd, 
Mississauga, ON L5M 3G8 Canada.  

Visit: http://www.streetsvillehistoricalsociety.ca/ for more information.
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REmembering the ACLS  
Gathering at the williamsburg 

scottish festival 1984

Editors Note: Shortly before his passing, CLSI Member Marty Brown shared 
some photos and memorabilia from the 1984 ACLS (American Clan Leslie  
Society, as it was known before changing to Clan Leslie Society International). 
Marty was the husband of CLSI member Marge Brown. If you zoom in tightly 
on the program below, the Honored Guest is listed as the Rt. Hon. The Earl of 
Rothes, Chief, Clan Leslie. As we prepare for the 2022 gathering in Las Vegas,  
it’s fun to take a look back at some earlier Leslie events.
        – Laura Messing
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Pictured Left to Right: The Right Honourable Ian Lionel Malcolm Leslie, Earl of Rothes, Marge Brown and Lady Marigold Leslie.
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Editors note: This story was sent to us by David Leslie White and appeared in  
The Patriot Summer of 2020.
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Clan Leslie, North America       
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Chieftain                  
Dr. Loren R. Leslie 
17710 Old Excelsior Boulevard 
Unit 7203 
Minnetonka, MN, 55345, USA 
Phone 952-938-3595        
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Vice-Chieftain          
Laura Messing 
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Phone 314-440-6951        
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Treasurer             
Linda Flowers                  
302 SW 3rd,  
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Phone 405-833-2948         
lflowers1954@yahoo.com

Secretary/Registrar
Dane Gay       
15307 Winding Ash Drive
Chesterfield, VA 23832
804-223-0559
dane_gay@disciplefish.net

Ex Officio 
David Leslie White   
Tom Huxtable                

Council                 
Bob (Robert C.) Bailey        
6113 El Toro Court,  
San Jose, CA, 95123, USA
Phone 408-224-1190  
rcbailey3056@sbcglobal.net

Council                    
Jordan Hinckley 
535 S 300 E #2,  
Salt Lake City, UT  84111, USA
Phone 802-550-2080              
dragonfyre99@gmail.com

Council                   
Christine Johnson          
1113 Foxhaven Dr. 
Greensboro, NC 27455, USA
Phone 336-656-4971         
cejohnson@triad.rr.com

Council                   
Gale Walker            
30 Calder Bay
Winnipeg, MB  
Canada R3T 5L9
204-269-5577
galew259@shaw.ca

Council                   
Susan Abernethy
5643 Limerick Ave.
San Diego, CA  92117
858-576-8293
sabernet@sbcglobal.net

Council                   
Karen Lessley Ingersoll
1133 N. Valley St.
Burbank, CA  91505
412-915-3767
kareningersoll61@gmail.com

Chaplain  
Rev. Samantha Gray, ANPC       
61 Robinson Avenue,  
Glen Cove, NY, 11542-2944, USA
Phone 516-676-5719    
riognach@aol.com

Co-Editors, Publications
Grip Fast, Journal of the 
CLSI, Griffin

Linda Flowers 
(See Treasurer Address Listing)
Laura Messing  
(See Vice-Chieftain  
Address Listing) 

Genealogist           
Christine Johnson  
(See Council Address Listing)  

Herald                    
Susan C. Abernethy     
5643 Limerick Av.,  
San Diego, CA, 92117-1526, USA

Phone 858-576-8293     
sabernet@trexenterprises.com

Historian         
Karen Lessley Ingersoll 
(See Council Address Listing)

Justiciar  
Vacant

Piper   
Gale Walker 
(See Council Address Listing)

Quartermaster        
Lew Johnson 
1113 Foxhaven Dr. 
Greensboro, NC 27455, USA
Phone 336-656-4971         
ljohnson355@gmail.com

Webmaster & Web Site       

Laura Messing.      
(See Vice-Chieftain  
Address Listing)  
 
Clan Leslie Society  
International Web Site:            
www.clanlesliesociety.org

REGIONAL CONVENORS

Canada (Vacant) 

Central Region, USA  (Vacant)

Europe/Asia         
Brian Lesslie, Sr.           
4 Albany Terr.  
Perth PH1 2BD,   
Scotland.   
Phone 07138 563050

Mountain, USA      
Jordan Hinckley         
(See Council Address Listing)

NE, USA      
Laura Messing        
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Address Listing) 

Pacific NW, USA          
Steve Olling        
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100 Cobblestone Rd. 
Greenville, SC 29615 
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Joe Thompson 
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Mount Vernon, MO  65712 
Phone 417-489-1900 
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Australia & New Zealand        
Commissioner  
Malcolm Wallace Leslie. D. Ua  
Clan Leslie Society of Australia 
and New Zealand (CLANZ) 
4117 / 303 Spring Street. 
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Queensland 4350 Australia  
61 7 4635 8358    
malncol@icr.com.au

Join CLSI at the 
Loch Norman 

Highland Games 
April 9-10, 2022!
Convenors Lew and 
Christine Johnson  
will host the CLSI  

tent at the  
Loch Norman Games  
in Huntersville, NC.  

Contact Lew at  
ljohnson355@gmail.com  

for details!

visit us at clanlesliesociety.org
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Join us!
Make plans to  

attend the  
CLSI Gathering  

APRIL 8-10,  
2022.

Details in this 
issue!


